
The Future Is Not 
A Gloomy One—  

For the Bosses!
A N  E D IT O R IA L

You have no job?
Do you live in a dump?
Are your clothes falling apart?
Are you heading for death in the trenches?
Don't worry. Conditions aren't as bad as you think.
General Motors has been doing fine. The N .Y . Times of 

Oct. 28 reports of General Motors profits are headlined:
“Third-Quarter Net Profit Equal to 15 Cents a Share, 

Against 7 cents in Period in 1938.” That’s an increase of more 
than 100% in one year.

Not bad, eh? And it’s going to get better. “Sloan Sees W ar  
a Factor,” says another headline. The more war, the more 
profits.

“For the nine months ended on Sept. 30, the corporation 
earned $109,619,799 or $2.93 a share for the common stock, 
against $38,387,707 or 73 cents a share in the 1938 period ' 
and that in view of the fact that “ third-quarter results are 
norirtally small because of the change-over in car models.”

The same issue of the Times shows that General Motors :s 
not alone. “Profit Increase of 55% In Year Is Shown In  
Quarterly Reports of 220 Companies.”

“The heavy industries,” continues the Times, “made the 
most notable improvements. The rise in steel earnings was 
tremendous.”

Last year, 23 steel companies reported a deficit of $4,372,- 
003.

This year, the same compahies report a profit of $15,732,- 
003.

Last year, 4 aircraft companies reported a profit of $2,425,- 
003.

This year, they report a profit of $5,854,000.
And the prospects are getting better every day!
The bigger the war, the bigger the profits.
The more men they can get killed, the bigger the rake-in.
The more steel used in the war, the bigger the profits.
The more bombers, and bombs, the bigger the dividends.
The Merchants of Death are looking forward to a great 

set)son. The blood and bones of the war dead will fertilize the 
soil until it blooms with profit, and more profit and still more 
profit.

Let labor, which has nothing to gain by the imperialist war 
and everything to lose, demand the Expropriation of the 
Death-profiteers, the munitions-makers, the bomb an .1 bomber 
makers 1

Demand the Expropriation of the Sixty Families, the rulers 
of America, the war-mongers!

S o c ia lis t A p p e a l
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STALIN’S FAKE ‘LEFT TURN’ MASKS 
REACTIONARY FOREIGN POLICY
TWENTY-FIVE MINNEAPOLIS 
W.P.A. STRIKERS GO ON TRIAL 
BEFORE HAND-PICKED JURY

Tria l Is Third of Series in Which the W ar 
Deal Government Seeks to Railroad 150 
Workers to Jail for Striking

Behind the Lines
I ty  G E O R G E  S T E R N

W hen the O ctober revo lu tion  
trans fo rm ed  Russia 22 years ago, 
v ic to ry  o f the w o rld  w o rke rs ’ rev­
o lu tio n  seemed near. A s the B o l­
sheviks saw it ,  th e ir  conquest of 
pow er advanced them  on ly  to  the 
f ir s t  ram p a rts  o f the c itade l of 
c a p ita lis t reaction . They opened 
the f irs t  gate3 to  a new fu tu re , 
the  g lim pse o f w h ich  dazzled 
masses a ll over the w o rld , s ick- 
epded by the years o f s la ug h te r 
and su ffe ring  to  w h ich  th e ir  ru l­
ers subjected them.

B u t the r e v ' l  it io n  fe ll sho rt o f 
the  g re a te r v ic to ries  th a t  were 
needed. Above a ll, in  G erm any, 
the  w o rkers  held the  power in 
th e ir  grasp. Had they re ta ined it ,  
the tides o f h is to ry  would have 
washed qu ite  o ther shores. B a t 
the  Social Dem ocrats became 
stew ards fo r  the  c a p ita lis ts  and 
to  them  the  power was fin a lly  re ­
tu rned. In  one cou n try  a fte r  an­
o ther the masses rose and were 
beaten back. The revo lu tiona ry  
wave receded and le ft  Russia an 
iso lated rock in  the b lack sea o f 
w o rld  reaction.

T h is  was the circum stance th a t 
gave rise to  S ta lin  and the ru lin g  
bureaucracy he sym bolizes and 
represents. S ta lin  has ru led rev­
o lu tio n a ry  Russia fo r  15 o f these 
22 years. He and his m in ions have 
gro tesquely m angled the fo rm  o f 
the  w o rke rs ’ power b u t have no t 
a lte red the substance. They re ­
m ain  the usurpers o f the power 
created by the Russian w o rke rs  
in  th e ir  g re a t revo lu tion . In  the 
upheavals to come they sha.l be 
swept aw ay along w ith  a ll the 
o th e r in s tru m en ts  o f reaction 
th a t hold the masses o f the w orld  
In  chains.

I t  is f irm ly  w ith  th a t confidence 
th a t we celebrate th is  ann ive r­
sa ry  o f the g reatest h is to rica l 
event o f ou r cen tu ry . I t  is  th is

th a t we soek to  d rive  home in to  
the consciousness o f every A m e r­
ican w o rk e r:

The Russian revo lu tion  showed 
the  w ay o u t o f a w o rld  o f w a r 
and poverty . I t  was checked and 
tu r..ed  o ff the load because i t  was 
le ft iso lated in  a hostile  boss, 
r. led w o rld  to  cope w ith  the g i­
ga n tic  problem  o f reconstructing  
cne o f the la rge s t and one o f the 
m ost backw ard countries in  the 
w orld .

I t  was the en o rm ity  and im ­
p o ss ib ility  o f th is  task  th a t c re­
ated the  prem ises fo r  the m on­
strous reg im e b u ilt  up around
S ta lin .

B u t th a t does no t mean, A m e r­
ican w orkers, th a t we m ust fa ll 
fo r  the cagy propaganda o f our
bosses th a t Russia proves the
falsehood o f the C om m unist p ro ­
g ra m ! No, Russia proves its
tru th , fo r  the C om m unist p ro ­
g ra m  holds th a t Socialism  m ust 
be erected on a w o r d scale to 
flou rish . I t  cannot su rv ive  in  one 
corner o f the e a rth ’s surface, ev­
en so la rge  a corner as Russia.

1 S ta lin is in  was created ou t o f 
the backwardness and iso la tion  o f 
Russia. B u t the A m erican rcvo lu - j 

1 tio n  w ill s ta r t  from  the advanced 
positions o f the  m ost h ig h ly - ln . | 

' dustria lized  c o u n try  in  the  w orld ,
, a c o u n try  th a t holds in its  g ra s p 1 
rea l w o rld  leadership. B u t who 

¡w il l  w ie ld  i t?  I f  we le t th a t le a d -1 
ersh ip  be assumed bv W all'
&  Co., I t  w i l l  mean m ore w ars, 
m ore destruction , f:e s .i crises, 
and the estab lishm ent o f Fasc ism  
in th is  land and everywhere. B u t 
i f  we grasp i t  ourselves wc w il l  
break ac ro ss 'a ll w a r fro n ts  w i th 1 

| a new re vo lu tio n a ry  O ctober 
w h ich  th is  tim e  w il l  not be 
hemmed In. I t  is look ing  fo rw a rd  
to  th is  s trugg le  th a t we sa lu te, 
th is  ann iversary .

(.S pec ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , Nov. 3— 

T w e n ty -five  w o rke rs  who p a r t ic i­
pated in  the  na tionw ide  W P A  
s tr ik e  la s t sum m er w e n t on t r ia l 
here M onday m orn ing  in  the th ird  
o f the series in  w h ich  the Fed­
era l governm ent is a tte m p tin g  to  
ra ilroa d  to  ja i l  a to ta l o f 150 
w o rke rs  ind ic ted, w ith  s t i l l  o ther 
in d ic tm e n ts  pending.

The specific in c ide n t fo r  w h ich  
they are being tr ie d  was the one, 
a t the W P A  sew ing p ro ject, 
where po lice fired  on the p icke t 
line, k i l l  ng  a re lie f w o rk e r and 
w ound ing  a score o f others. The 
k il le rs  are the accusers and w i t ­
nesses; the v ic tim s  are on t r ia l—  
th a t ’s the  system  o f ju s tice  u n ­
der cap ita lism .

Hand-PicV.ed J u ry
The ju ry  o f eleven men and one 

wom an, picked fro m  the. en tire  
Federa l d is tr ic t,  is  made up o f 
five  o u t-o f-s ta te  fa rm ers , a f i l l in g  
s ta t on owner, an accountant, a 
road g rade r opera tor, a non-un. 
cn  carpenter, a salesman, and a 

garage owner. The lone wom an is  
a housewife. A n o th e r fa rm e r and 
a re ta il m erchan t serve as a lte r­
nates.

The ju r y  panel, i t  was b ro ug h t 
out in  the cou rtroom  by defense 
a tto rneys, was d ra w n  fro m  the 
fo l ’ow ing  sources: 22 o f the  75 
names were subm itled  b y  county 
a tto rn eys ; 12 were subm itted  by 
c le rks  o f s ta te  d is tr ic t  cou rts : 22 
were subm itted  by probate c o u rt 
judges; one was taken fro m  a lis t  
subm itted  by the la b o r-h a tin g  
M inneapo lis Jun io r Cham ber o f 
Com m erce; tw o  were suggested 
by the postm aster a t A lb e r t  Lea; 
fifte en  came fro m  ru ra l telephone 
d irectories. Needless to  say, there

BRITISH IMPOSE 
ONE-MAN RULE
ON INDIANS

Constitution Suspend­
ed— Masses Ripe for 
Revolutionary Action

wasn’t  one un ion b u tto n  am ong 
the  75 prospective ju ro rs .

Judge H andicaps Defense
The defense a tto rneys  had on ly  

ten challenges and q u ic k ly  ex­
pended them  on the m ost obvious 
labo r-ha te rs  in  the panel. Then 
the governm ent had a fie ld  day 
p ick .n g  the  ju ry .

Judge Joyce, who also presided 
in  the  tw o  prev ious tr ia ls , began 
by re je c tin g  one a fte r  another, 
three m otions o f the  defense: to  
p e rm it a de lay o f 72 hours in  o r 
der th a t the defense m ig h t inves­
tiga te  the  75 talesm en; to  l im it  
t ile  num ber o f defendants to  10 
nstead o f 25; to  p e rm it the de­

fense to  question each prospec­
tive  ju ro r . The governm ent isn ’t  
ta k in g  any chances th a t its  w o rk ­
e r-v ic tim s  escape.

M eanw hile  the  A F L .W P A  De­
fense C om m ittee, set up by the 
C entra l La bo r U n ion, moved to  
appeal the convic tions reg istered 
against e igh t w o rke rs  in  the f irs t  
tw o  tr ia ls .

GOOD SHOWING AT  
POLLS SEEN FOR 
S.W.P. CANDIDATES

DOCK STRIKE 
CRIPPLES N. Y. 
SHIPPING

Sympathy for Strik- 
Longshoremen Seen 
Among all Seamen

The 375,000,00(f people o f B r i­
t ish  and N a tive  In d ia  are now 
being placed under one o f the 
crudest one-man d ic ta to rsh ips  ev­
er know n in  h is to ry .

F o lo w in g  closely upon the res­
ig na tion  o f 6 ou t o f the 8 m in is ­
tr ie s  th a t were organized by the 
Ind ia n  N a tio n a lis t Congress, the 
V iceroy o f In d ia  has announced 
th a t hence fo rth  A r t ic le  92 o f the 
G overnm ent o f In d ia  A c t is in 
effect.

Suspend C o ns titu tio n
U nde r the prov is ions o f th is  

a rtic le  the B r it is h  appointed 
V iceroy o f Ind ia , and the V ice , 
roy-appo in ted G overnor Generals 

(C on tinued  on P age 2)

The s tr ik e  o f 10,000 longshore­
men continues to c ripp le  a ll New 
Y ork  ha rbo r coastw ise shipp ing. 
No a ttem p ts  have been made to 
load cargo o r run  scabs th rough  
the p icke t lines, so th a t the un- 
.on has not found i t  necessary to 
guard  the docks w ith  more than 
.nd iv idua l w atchers.

O pera tors have threatened to  
d iv e rt cargoes fro m  coastwise 
ships to  ra i l and f re ig h t  tra n s ­
p o rta tion . Thus fa r  th is  rem ains 
m ere ly a th re a t. S ym pathy, how­
ever, fo r  the  s tr ik in g  dockers 
could be easily aroused am ong 
ra ilroade rs  and team sters once 
the ca ll is made, accord ing to 
cu rre n t reports.

W h.le  Joe Ryan, president of 
the longshorem en,, has turned 
down offers o f cooperation fro m  
the N .M .U . i t  is now c lear th a t 
widespread in te res t and sym ­
pa thy fo r  the  cause o f the s t r ik ­
in g  longshorem en exists among 
a ll seamen, both N .M .U . and 
S.I.U ., and any a tte m p t to  sa il 
the s tru c k  vessels w i l l  meet w ith  
active  opposition fro m  the sea­
men.

Considerable concern was ex­
pressed am ong longshoremen 
here th a t coastw ise sh ipp ing 
m ig h t be d ive rted  to  o th e r A t ­
la n tic  ports. Thus fa r  no orders 
have been sent ou t fro m  the In ­
te rna tion a l office in s tru c tin g  o th ­
er locals to  t ie  up ships w o rk in g  
on coastw ise tra ffic .

N E W  Y O R K , Nov. 7— W o rk ­
ers th ro u g h o u t the  c ity  voted 
today in  elections to  the C ity  
Council.

Since th is  issue o f the So­
c ia lis t Appea l w i l l  appear too 
la te  to  c a rry  the  re tu rn s  on 
the vote fo r  M ax  Shachtm an 
and George L . Paine, candi­
dates o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a r ty  fo r  the B ron x  and M an ­
ha ttan , com plete re tu rn s  w il l  
be carried  In S a tu rday ’s paper.

M eanw hile, on the eve o f the 
ba llo ting , M ax  S hachtm an re ­
ite ra te d  h is confidence in  an 
encouraging vote in  the 
B ronx.

" I  am confident th a t o u r an­
t i-w a r  p rogram , w h ich  has been 
w ide ly  made know n d u rin g  the 
course o f th is  cam paign, w i l l  
be endorsed by m any w orkers. 
The vote w h ich  we receive 
w i l l  be a source o f g re a t sa tis , 
fa c tio n  to  us,”  he  stated, add­
in g  th a t  “ i t  w i l l  serve us w ith  
a measure fo r  ou r ne x t step in 
the  f ig h t aga inst the w a r.”

The election cam paign fo r  
Shachtm an wound up M onday 
n ig h t w ith  a series o f three 
mass ra llie s  a t w h ich  the S.­
W .P. candidate was the p r in ­
c ipa l speaker. Accom panied by 
a- loud speaker and a num ber 
o f cars fille d  w ith  comrades 
w a v in g  b r ig h t red flares, 
Shachtm an toured the ch ie f 
w o rk in g  class areas o f the 
B ronx, addressing la rge  ra llie s  
a t Townsend Avenue and 170 
S treet, P rospect Avenue and 
161 S tree t and Simpson and 
163 Streets. •

R a llies fo r  George L . Paine 
were held th rou gh ou t the week 
in  the Y o rk v ilie  section o f 
M anha ttan , where Sarah Rice, 
fo rm e r lead ing m em ber o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  and present 
o rg an ize r o f the Y o rk v ilie  
B ranch o f the S.W.P., reports  
th a t the response to  the a n t i­
w a r candidacy o f Paine was 
w a rm ly  received.

Radical Coating of New 
Comintern Line Serves 
Alliance with Hitler

B y  F E L IX  M O RRO W

The Communist International openly and officially completed this week its transition 
from the “democratic” war camp to the H it er-Stalin war camp.

Three documents sketch the “ideology” of the new line : a lengthy article by Dimitrov, 
a manifesto of the Comintern and— applying these to America —  a speech by Browder
( Daily Worker, Nov. 4 -6 ). Every class conscious worker should study these documents, 
in order to understand to the full the latest infamy of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

The Stalinists made the transition from the “popular front” to the camp of Hitler
<*>in three jumps:

SPEAKS FOR STALIN

m o l o  Tu f f

N O T E
The next issue o f the  Socialls) 

Appea l w i l l  be devoted to  the 
-2nd A nn ive rsa ry  o f the  Russian 
R evolution.

CHRYSLER OFFICIALS STALL ON 
DEMANDS OF AUTO WORKERS

Workers Ready for Action— M ilitancy Is 
Only Guarantee of Good Settlement

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
D E T R O IT , Nov. 7 — C hrys le r 

w o rkers  rem a in  locked ou t o f 
th e ir  p lan ts  w h ile  co rpora tion  o f­
fic ia ls  are s ta llin g  and hedging on 
Lhe ju s t demands o f the au io  
w o rke rs  union.

S uffic ien t concessions have a t 
ready been made by the corpora, 
tion  to  prove the ju s tifie d  basis 
o f the w o rke rs ’ grievances. The 
m ain  demands fo r  a union shop 
and voice in  se ttin g  o f production  
standards are s t i l l  the ob ject o f 
h a gg lin g  by the corpora tion  over 
the conference table.

N o T ra d in g
Despite the loud-voiced pub­

l ic i t y  o f the C orpo ra tion  about 
s low -down s trikes, "s o v ie tiza tio n ”  
and s im ila r  buncombe, they have 
agreed to  reh ire  some 70 odd men 
o f the o r ig in a l 105 discharged on 
the alleged charges ind ica ted 
above. The un ion has refused to 
trade the jobs o f any o f the w o rk ­
ers fired. They are rem a in ing  firm  
on the demand th a t a ll o f  those

fired  be re turned to  th e ir  jobs
The m ora 'e o f the w o rkers  is t i 0n"" b y ~ th e T tf f iff i is ts  declared!

L Aug. 23-Sept. 17— Violent denials from the Stalinists 
that the H<t’er-Sta'in alliance would in any way change the 
popular front line. The British and French Stalinist parties 
issued declarations supporting their imperia ist governments 
in the war against Hitler.

Here arc some typical items from the Stalinist press of 
those weeks. “Maurice Thorcz, general secretary of the great 
French party, has presented himself for mi.itary service with
th e  a rm y  o f  F ra n c e  . . . T h o re ?  o f fe rs  h is  l i f e  to  d e fe n d  th e  
na tiona l secu rity  o f F rance.”  The C om m unist p a r ty  o f E ng land 
v ig o ro us ly  procla im ed th a t i t  continues to  w o rk  m ore a c tiv e ly  tha n  

over to  help w in  the w a r aga ins t fasc is t aggression.”  In  A m erica  
the S ta lin is ts ,dem anded “ repeal o f the  false. ‘N e u tra l ity  A c t.’, w h ich  
now stands exposed as be ng the  opposite o f a ‘tru e  n e u tra lity . ’ I t  
is obv ious ly  no t in  A m e ric a ’s in te rest, n o t in  the in te re s t o f tru e  
n e u tra lity , th a t A m erica  shu t o ff its  trade  w ith  Poland, E ng land, 
France, Canada, and A u s tra lia .”  On Sept. 4 the A m erican  C.P. 
issued the fo llo w in g  "s logans o f ac tion ” :

“ F u ll m ora l, d ip lo m a tic -a nd  economic he lp fo r  the P o lish  people 
nnd those who help Poland defend its  n a t'o na l independence,

“ E m bargo Japan and G erm any fo r  the de feat o f fa s c is t ' aggres­
sion and fo r  es tab.ish ing a dem ocra tic  peace.”  (D a ily  W orke r, Sept.' 
4-7).

Stalinists Used Same Trick in 1935• r !•••. » . •.*.
Un.m pressed by a ll these v io 'e n t assertions a long the old  popu , 

la r  f ro n t  line, we predicted in  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l a t th e  tim e  that? 
a ll th is  eyewash w ould  soon be discarded in  fa v o r o f a lifie  supports. 
Ing H it le r ’s w a r program . .•:! y : ”  >

F o r we had Seen th is  same phenomenon before. In  M a j \  1935 the 
S ta lin -L a va l com m unique sea ling the  F ranco -S ov ie t pact had been 
issued: the S ta lin is ts  h o tly  denied th a t i t  w ou ld  change th e ir  a t t i ­
tude tow a rd  the F rench bourgeoisie, and as la te  as the Seventh. 
C om inte rn  Congress th a t F a ll, D im itro v  was sw earing  th a t the" 
F rench  Com m unists w ould con t nue to  vote aga inst the m il i ta r y f  
budget o f the F rench governm ent. T w o  m onths la te r, o f course, the j 
F rench S ta lin is ts  were vo tin g  fo r  the m il i ta r y  budget, fo r  m ilita ry *  
loans to  reac tiona ry  Poland, etc. . >■ I). %

A s in  1935, so in  the recent m onths, the  continuance o f the}1 
popu la r f ro n t  line  fo r  a l i t t le  w h ile  a f te r  the H itle r -S ta lin  pact wasr 
a de libera te  device to  keep the duped m em bers o f the S ta lin is t pa r-!’ 
ties cn  th e ir  old course u n t il the y  could be presum ably prepared to! 
sw ing  to  the new Course. s »

2. Sept. 18-Oct. 31— The second stage o f the tra n s itio n . S up po rt 
o f the democracies was dropped, and w ith  i t  a ll the previous slc^-r 
gans. The B r it is h , F rench and Canadian pa rties  w ith d re w  th e ir  
previous p ro -w a r m an festoes, Thorez deserted the F rench a rm y, 
the  A m erican  p a rty  w ith d re w  its  support o f Roosevelt’s revis ion o f 
n e u tra lity  leg is la tion , (he a tro c .ty  p ic t res o f the effects o f Germ-iq. 
bom bings disappeared fro m  the S ta lin is t press, etc. A  “ Declara-t

"The ou tb reak o f the  Second Im p e r ia lis t W ar, w h ich  fo r  
years has been developing as a one-sided w ar, fun d a m e n ta lly  
changes the s itu a tio n  h ith e rto  ex is ting . A l l  issues and a lig n ­
m ents are being re .exam ined and re-evaluated in  the  l ig h t  o f 
these changes. The previous a lign m en t in to  democratic, and 
fasc is t camps loses its  fo rm e r m eaning.”  (D a ily  W orke r, 
Sept. 19).

h igh  and th is  w i l l  undoubtedly b c ( 
expressed in  any a tte m p t the 
co rpora tion  makes to  operate tho 
p lan ts  on the old conditions.
W h a t is proceeding in  the nego­
tia tio n s  is ne t com ple te ly  a m a t­
te r  o f pub lic  record and i t  is d i f ­
f ic u lt  to say w h a t progress has';

A  dangerous omen fo r  the o u t- Violating A ll that Lenin Taught
come o f the s tr ik e  comes w ith  th e ; How  the cha rac te r o f the w a r could change upon its  ac tua l ou t- 
announcem ent th a t un ion o ffl- break and become d iffe re n t fro m  th a t o f the w a r w h ich  had been 
cia ls m ay b r in g  Lew is and M u r- p re pa ring  fo r  years— th is  s trange tra n sm u ta tio n  the  S ta lin is ts  d id  
ray  in  fro m  W ash ing ton  to  take  no t and could no t exp la in . T h is  “ the o ry ” — i f  one could d ig n ify  th is  
over the neget ations. P revious scoundre lly  a lib i as a th e o ry—was o f course in  d irec t v io la tio n  o f  
p a rtic ip a tio n  o f these heads o f M a rx is t princ ip les. “ W a r is the con tinu a tio n  o f p o litic s  by o th e r 
the heads o f the C IO  in the s tr ik e  ( i.e., fo rc ib le ) means” — th is  was the fundam enta l tenet o f L e n in is t 
a t General M o to rs  resu lted in a ana lys is  o f w ar. Im p e ria lis t countries  could not bu t prepare fo r  im - 
se ttlem ent fa r  in fe r io r  to w h a t p e r ia lis t w a r. B u t the  S ta lin is ts  had been h a ilin g  i t  as a "dem ocra tic  
could have been gained by the w a r aga ins t fasc ism .”  T h e ir  “ th e o ry ”  o f tra n sm u ta tio n  had to  ce
w o rke rs ’ m ilita n c y .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

invented fo r  the occasion to ju s t i fy  the flip -flop . In  th is  period a ll 
the be llige rents were characterized as "e qu a lly  g u ilty  fo r  th is  w a r.”  
T h a t fo rm u la  lasted ju s t  s ix  weeks, u n t il the present docum ents 
provided the com plete, fin ished line.

3. The line  as now com pleted is an exact rep lica  o f the  line  as 
(C o n tin ued  on P age 3)

M A S S  M E E T I N G ! ON THE 22nd ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

W h i t h e r  S o v i e t  R u s s ia ?
The M ean ing  o f  S ta lin ’s R o le  in  the European W a r

Wednesday Evening/ November 15th/ at 8 odock

J a m e s  P. C a n n o nH e a r the
Answer by

National Secretary, S.W.P.

I R V T I V r  PT A 7 A IRVING PLACE Socialist Workers Party— 4<h In t’l.
i n  V t i l  Vx r L A M j A j  at 15th Strcet Admission: 25c
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A New Anti-W ar Pamphlet-----------------------------------------------------------

Labor and the Second W orld W ar
■ By J. R. Johnson

V
The Achievements of Soviet Russia

“ But,’’ says the doubter, “capitalism is bankrupt. We 
agree. Chamberlain is not fighting for ‘democracy.’ Neither 
is Roosevelt preparing to fight for ‘democracy.’ Any fool 
can see that. But what can we do? Socialism, you say. But 
look at Russia!”

Many ask this question with genuine concern. They must 
follow their own advice and look carefully at Russia.

Russiap in 1913 was the most backward of the great 
European , states. By 1920, owing to the iniperia'ist war 
and the war of intervention that followed, production had 
declined by §2% . Such was the country that the Bolsheviks 
took over, ^yith every imperialist government plotting their 
downfall.

This is the record to date.
In  1913 Tsarist Russia produced 4.2 million tons of 

steel; in 1937 Soviet Russia produced 17.7 million tons. In 
1913 Tsarist Russia produced 4.2 mil ion tons of pig iron; 
in 1937 Soviet Russia produced 14.5 million tons. In 1913 
Tsarist,Russia produced 29 mil ion tons of coal; in 1937 
Soviet Russia produced 127 mi.lion. In 1910 Tsarist Rus­
sia produced 6o mi.hons of barre.s of crude petroleum; in 
1937 Soviet Russia produced 199 millions. Grain produc­
tion, 801 million centners in 1913, was 1202 millions in 
1937. No such economic progress has ever been seen un­
der the capitalist system.

Capitalist Bankruptcy
And while the new System has been piling up these 

achievements, what have the imperialists to show? Crisis 
after crisis, stagnation and rottenness. W ith 1929 as ICO, 
industrial output in Great Britain was 98.8 in 1934 and 
112 in 1938. We have seen its catastrophic rise and fall in 
the United States. In Soviet Russia it was 238.3 in 1934 
and 477 in 1938. W e need not take Stalin’s figures as 
Gospel; in lies and exaggerations he overtakes and surpass­
es his imperialist rivals. But the fact remains, admitted by 
the bitterest enemies of the Soviet Union, that in contrast 
to the worldwide crisis of capitalism since 1929, the public 
ownership of the means of production and the planned 
gconomy pf the Soviet Union have startled the world by 
their rapid and long-sustained progress. Some detractors 
say that it is because the country was backward to begin 
yvith. Malice and stupidity here contend for mastery. Spain 
was backward in 1913. So was China, and India. And what 
have they to show for their twenty-five years’ worship of 
the capitalist system?

As in the material, so necessarily in the cultural sphere. 
More of education and facilities for culture have been 
provided proportionately for the Russian people in twenty- 
years than in India during the last two hundred and twen­
ty. These achievements are history, indelibly inscribed, and 
there arc pthers that are today in danger of being forgot­
ten. In  the ear.y years under Lenin and Trotsky, the Soviet

government, in its labor legislation, its social code, its po’it- 
ical honesty, its enlightened encouragement of the arts and 
sciences, gave a glimpse to humanity of the great future 
that awaits it when imperialist barbarism is overthrown.

Why Then the Terror?
But if these things are true, as they are, why then does 

Russia today present the dreadful spectacle of political and 
so.ial tyranny and growing economic chaos, which create 
doubts in the minds of many who see capita'ism for the 
rottenness that it is? The reason is to be sought, as always, 
in the productive system, but here not in its basic nature but 
in its special circumstances.

Russia started too far behind; despite its progress it is 
still a poverty-stricken country. Where Soviet Russia pro­
duces annually 16 meters of cotton fabrics per person of 
the population, the United States produces 58 and Great 
Britain 60. Where Soviet Russia produces one pair of 
shoes per person, the United States produces 2.6 and Bri­
tain 2.2. The amount of paper produced in a country is an 
index of its culture. Where Soviet Russia produces 5 ki'o- 
grams of paper per person, the United States produces 48 
and Britain 42. The output of steel per head in Great Bri­
tain was 226 kilograms in 1938; in Soviet Russia it was 
only 107.

And so on. Russia is still a backward country. In twenty 
short years even Soviet progress could not lift the actual 
production per person of Soviet Russia to anywhere near 
that of the great capitalist countries, bankrupt though they 
are. Soviet Russia is still a country of great scarcity of the 
necessities of life ,and as long as this is so, so.ialism must 
remain only an aspiration.

Socialism demands above all things abundance of pro­
duction. It  is the fierce competition for the means of living 
that now disfigures our society, divides it into classes, 
breeds economic exploitation and po'itical tyranny. That 
abundance of production is possible in America to-day. The 
official statisticians of New York City have shown that 
even under capitalism every American farni y by working 
four hours a day could enjoy an annual income of $4,103. 
I t  is capitalism and its system of private ownership which 
prevent this prosperity. But backward Ruscia, even with 
its economy socialized, cannot yet give a tenth of this sum 
to each family. And on the basis of this poverty and back­
wardness, on this necessity of the great masses to labor 
under miserable conditions, there has arisen the bureauc­
racy.

"Every Cook Must Learn to Govern"
Where all cannot have a free and full existence and all 

possibility of development, some must be better educated, 
better fed, better clothed, better housed than the rest, in 
order to be able to carry on the administration of govern­
ment and industry. Lenin said that every cook must learn to 
govern. But that can be only in a socialist society, where 
cooks work only a few hours a day in highly organized

modern kitchens and draw secure and comfortable wages. 
Under such conditions, any tyrannical or offensive bureau­
crat can be immediately thrown out of office: there would 
be hundreds to take his p'ace. But in Russia the cook works 
at a wage lower than the relief rate in this country. Vastly 
improved as Soviet education is, it cannot yet educate the 
who'e population. It can barely teach the great masses to 
read, and it has to reserve a thorough training for the priv­
ileged few with the more difficult work to do.

Socialism in One Country Impossible
In a backward country like Russia, isolated from the rest 

of Europe, a bureaucracy living above the level of the 
masses was inevitab’e. First the bureaucrats assumed only 
those privileges and special consi ’erations necessary for 
their work. But gradually, as production increased, they 
took advantage of their authoritative position in society to 
increase their share. They suppressed those who opposed 
their usurpation. A fter Lenin's death, Trotsky and his sup­
porters, who opposed the bureaucracy, were iso’ated by- 
slander and violence and ultimately driven into exile, im­
prisoned, or ki.led. The bureaucrats, in defiance of common 
sense, announced that they would build socia'ism in a single 
country, by which they meant that they were quite satisfied 
with their own position. But the Russian masses were not. 
This soda ism began to look too much like the o’d capital­
ism. They had not made tue revo.ution for t. is. Sta in a’nd 
the bureaucrats replied to their cissatis faction with a re­
doubled terror.

Were Lenin and Trotsky blind to the possili ity of such 
a degeneration? Certainly not. Long before the revolution 
actually took place, they warned that socia’ism cou’d never 
be built in a backward Russia surrounded by kosti'e cap­
italist states. Russia could build socia ism only in collabora­
tion with the advanced economy and victorious proletariat 
of some at least of the more hi -lily developed countries. 
They saw that either capitalist economy would be trans­
formed by the workers’ revolution into international social­
ism, or Russia would be dragged back to capitalism. Only 
the workers, in alliance with the farmers and the millions 
of colonla s, cou d destroy the rotting but still powerfu 
imperialist system. Lenin and Tro:sky organized the Com­
munist International to assist the workers of the world in 
the struggle against imperialist war and capitalist reaction. 
They knew that sooner or later the workers would face the 
alternative, victory over capitalism or the destruction of 
their organizations and the descent into war. For Bolshev­
iks then and for Trotsky to-day the world revo ution was 
and is the only ultimate safeguard of Russia against intern­
al degeneration (on the basis of a backward economy) or 
external destruction, by the implacable enm.ty of woricl im­
perialism. And this enmity remains, however much this or 
the other imperialism might for a moment sees an alliance 
with the Soviet Union and even for a time fight side by 
side with it.

(Continued in Next Issue)

Who Says That We 
Have to Starve

B y  T H O M A S  FO R S E N

He wa$ £  b ig  gu y  and you ’d ou t a ll th a t was le f t  o f h is fa m ily  
th in k  a  g u y  J.ke th a t a te p r e t ty , was h is b ro th e r Joe, h is w ife  Sar- 
regu la r. B u t you ’d be th in k in g  ah, and the old man, h is g ra nd ­
ly rong m is te r. The squarest m eal | fa th e r. The president called such 
/ e v e r  saw  h im  take  was fo u r ¡people i l l  fed, i l l  clothed, i l l-  
ham burgers and a cup o f coffee | housed. I l l  no th ing. I t  was s ic k ly ! 
down a t Joe's Shack. A n d  ham-1 The old  m an was shaving a wood- 
bu rge rs  d idn ’ t f i t  fo r  a gu y  lik e 'e n  b lock. There were broken 
th a t. He w as trem endous and one stems and cracked bowls s trew n 
g a rga n tua n  b ite  fin ished h a lf o f a about the place. George said the
ham burger. E ig h t b ites and he 
was th rou gh  w ith  the b iggest 
m eal I  ever saw h im  take. He 
would then guzzle down the sizz­
lin g  coffee, toss h is  h igh  head

old m an was m a k in g  pipes,
A nd  th a t ’s how I  found ou t 

about the old garbage dump.
George was ta lk in g  to the old 

man. He was ho lle r.ng , in  fa c t,
back and w a it  fo r  the c ig a re tte  I  because the old gu y  was a l i t t le  
always offered him . He could sp in  on the deaf side, 
a y a rn  th a t boy. I  tr ie d  to  ge t “ Say Grandad, you ’ve m ore 
h im  to  w r ite . I t  was fu t ile . H is  p a rts  than you ever had when I
know ledge o f the  language was 
too lim ite d  and h is g ra m m a r too 
unorthodox. So I ’ve tu rned  his 
ta les in to  a few  m agazine pieces. 
We’ve made a  few  bucks between 
us lik e  th a t .

used to  be around. W here are 
you p ic k in g  them  u p ? ”

Joe answered fo r  the old man. 
"H e  gets them  down a t the dump, 
George.”

"H e ll,”  said George, “ I  be t he’s
H e a lw ays wanted to  go back | been caugh t a lo t.”

and see his o ld  home tow n, G ary, 
Ind iana. A f te r  a ll, he had his 
tyhole fa m ily  back there  and a 
gu y  begins to  yea rn  fo r  o ld  faces 
and old  s ig h ts  when he’s been 
kno ck in g  abou t the na tion . A nd 
i t ’s a he ll o f a na tion  to  be knock­
in g  about in . So m any people w ith  
d iffe re n t though ts , customs, and 
diversions. Instead o f  kno w in g  
m ore about the damned cou n try  
you on ly  ge t puzzled, tired , lone­
ly . Y ou begin to  ache. N o t physic­
a lly  bu t m en ta lly , and th a t tears

"N o ,”  said Joe, " th e y ’s been 
new doings here since you ’ve le ft. 
They've lega lized p ic k in g  a t the 
dum p grounds. T hey ’re ou t lssu . 
in g  licenses now f ig u r in g  maybe 
i t ’l l  help us poorer fo lk  in  the 
tow n.”

F ine  S tu ff

I  w h is tled . George tu rne d  to  
me.

"T he y  used to  catch us p ick in g  
a t the  dum ps and clam p us in  
ja i l  fo r  p ic k in g  up as m uch as

a t y o u r b ra in  and m akes y o u r |an ash,”  George said.
6lood s ick  and  then the h o rr ib le  “ Sure,”  said Joe, “ Y ou can p ick  
th in g  happens. You begin to  ta k e iuP some h ne s tu ff th e re ' some 
p ity  on you rse lf! T h a t's  he ll and days. G randad used to  p ick  up 
a fte r  th a t you ’re licked. s tra y  p a rts  fo r  his pipes. He used

to  sell them  and m ake a few  
F ro m  the  G arbage D um p pennies b u t they  clamped h im  in  

I  sold a  piece a t Chicago fo r  ja i l  so m any tim es, i t  d id n ’t  pay 
f i f ty  do lla rs  and we hopped a bus fo r  the  troub le . B u t now, th e y ’ve 
f o r  G ary. G eorge was a ll hepped legalized i t  so Grandad can have 
t ip  abou t I t .  Y ou ’d th in k  he had ( his p a rts  now .”

run  in to  the o th e r room  o f the 
sm all shack, and soon she cam i 
ou t d isp lay ing  some o f the  "fine 
s tu ff”  she had salvaged fro m  the 
dum ping grounds.

Joe tu rned  to  me. “ S a ry  picked 
up a dress there, yeste rday,”  And 
Sary proceeded to  wave the f ilth y  
rag. “ S ary  is handy w ith  a needle 
so she’l l  f ix  where its  needing i t  
She b ro ug h t me some chew to-, 
bacco and a  set o f s lippers, and 
she b rough t the old m an p a rts  
fo r  his pipes.”

F a m ily  License
Sarah ra n  to  the k itc h e n  and 

b rough t ou t a po t con ta in ing  
some sm e lly  ev il- lo o k in g  fa t.  “ I  
p icked some o f th is  there ,”  she 
said.

"W e ll I  th in k  i t ’s a dam n fine 
idea,”  said George.

I  looked a t the b ig  baboon.
“ T roub le  is,”  said Joe, " th e y  

on ly  a llow  one license to  a fa m ­
ily . W e could use ano the r hand 
in  p ic k in g  up some o f th a t s tu ff.”

Sarah said, ‘Y este rday E m m y 
across the w a y  could have picked 
up a fine m attress  on ly  she had 
no one to  help her w ith  it .  We 
tr ie d  p itc h in g  in  toge ther and 
dum ping o u r p ick ing s  on to  the 
m attress, bu t them  the re  fe llow s 
s tand ing around are so gosh darn 
fussy.”

S tin k  A -P le n ty
“ Y ou’ve g o t to  f ig h t lik e  he ll 

to ge t a license,”  said Joe.
T h a t evening George and I  

w a lked  over to  the dum ping 
grounds. W e knew  we were com ­
in g  to  i t  when we w ere ten blocks 
away. I t  smelled worse than  a 
tannery . The gates were locked 
and we stopped to  read the sign 
on the  fence.

C IT Y  D U M P
K E E P  Y O U R  S E A R C H  O N A  

N E A T  A N D  O R D E R LY  B A S IS
“ W ha t do you th in k  o f the 

whole th in g ,”  George asked.
“ Goddamn benevolent,”  I  said. 

“ I t  w ou ld  seem to  me th a t  the 
C ity  F a the rs  have take n  a long 
step fo rw a rd  in  so lv ing  the prob­
lem o f the ill- fe d , ill-housed, i l l -  
clo thed.”

N o th in g  reg istered on the b ig  
g u y ’s face.

“ You know  George,”  I  said, “ I
t r A r v 1 . S o i r a  .D n -  o n ^ p r n r l s i  n t r

AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS TURN 
HUNGRY EYES TOWARDS CHINA

Hence, the Disapproval with Which the U.S. 
Looks Upon Japan's Creation of a "New 
Order" in the Far East

B y  W A L T E R  O’R O U R K E
The announcem ent by Am bas- 

:ador G rew  on O ctober 19 th a t 
.he U n ite d  S tates looks w ith  d is ­
approval *a t Japan’s estab lish­
m ent o f a "new  order”  in  the 
F a r E as t once again b ro ug h t 
home the fa c t th a t A m erican  im ­
pe ria lis ts  are tu rn in g  h u ng ry  
eyes to w a rd  China.

T a lk in g  "s tra ig h t  fro m  the 
horse’s m ou th ”  G rew  said the 
"A m e rica n  people" believe th a t 
‘. . . an e ffo r t is  being made to  

estab lish con tro l, in  Jap an s  own 
in terests, in  la rge  areas o f the 
con tinen t o f A s ia  and impose on 
them  a system  o f closed econ­
om y.”  Such an opin ion, he con­
tinued, a  governm ent (i.e., the 
U .S.) “ . . . can n o t possib ly over-

, look and w il l  n o t fa i l  to  re flect 
1 in  its  polic ies and actions.”

T h is th re a t was answered the 
fo llo w ip g  day by the Japanese 
F o re ign  M in is te r w ith  an equa lly 
b lu n t s ta tem en t th a t Japanese 
de te rm in a tion  to  b r in g  abou t a 
new order “ . . . in  E a s t A sia  is 
too s trong  to  be changed o r a f­
fected by  the in te rfe rence  o f a 
th ird  pow er.”

scavenger can p ick  up some 
m ig h ty  fine delectable item s such 
as scraps o f top  steak, s lig h tly  
chewed tea biscu its, co rk -tipped  
c iga re tte  b u tts .”1

W e ll we w a lked and i t  was a 
l i t t le  c h illy  and George p u t his 
hand in  h is  pocket and took ou t 
a piece o f paper. He handed i t  to  
me and I  saw i t  was a license is ­
sued by the S a n ita tio n  D e pa rt­
m ent o f G ary.

I  asked h im  how he g o t i t  b u t 
the b ig  fe llo w  w as silen t. So we 
walked. The tw o  o f us n o t u t te r ,  
ing  a word. W h a t the hell, th a t 
m eant I  was los ing George. W eil, 
you can’t  expect a guy to  keep 
pushing around in  circles. A f te r  
a ll h is o n ly  fo lk  were r ig h t  the re  
ii,  th a t town. The blood coursing 
th rou gh  h im  had know n on ly  one 
home and th a t was G ary. I t  was 
s trong  in  h im  and he had to s tay. 
I t  w i l l  be tough  t r y in g  to find  an­
o th e r George. T h a t g u y  could 
certainly spin a yam...

South A m erica  Insu ffic ien t
There is a tendency, even 

among those w ho recognize the 
im p e ria lis t cha rac te r o f A m e r­
ican economy and governm ent, 
to believe th a t the m a in  course 
on the menu fo r  A m erican  im ­
pe ria lis ts  is South A m erica .

“ U ppe r”  circles, however, a l­
ready feel th a t South A m erica  
is n o t enough.

The U n ited  S tates News, Oct. 
16, says:

E ffo r t  to  b low  up L a t in  
A m e rica  in to  an area o f vast 
new op po rtu n itie s  fo r  U . S. 
business is m ore in te res tin g  
than im p o rta n t. B y  c a p tu rin g  
a ll o f the L a t in  A m erican  m a r­
k e t fo r  fo re ign  goods th is  
c o u n try  w ou ld  add less tha n  a 
b illio n  do lla rs  to  its  business.

B ig  ro le  o f the U n ited  S tates 
in  w o rld -w ide  m aneuvers now 
under w a y  is lik e ly  to  be p lay ­
ed in  the  Pacific. Europe ’s 
pre-occupation w i l l  increase 
te m p ta tio n  fo r  Japan to  spread 
he r influence; m ay lead to  
A m erican  re s tra in t. (T h e ir 
emphasis— W .O ’R .)

China M ore V aluable
The sm all South A m erican - 

m a rk e t fo r  fo re ’gn goods is  fa r  
outweighed by  the oppo rtun ities  
fo r  im p e ria lis t inves tm en t in  
£ h in a , i.e., fo r  sh ipp ing  c a p ita l^

abroad. The ideal c o u n try  fo r  
im p e r ia lis t e xp lo ita tio n  is one 
w ith  a  la rge  popu la tion  and low  
in d u s tr ia l dveelopment.

One o f the best indexes o f in ­
d u s tria l developm ent is ra ilroad  
m ileage per cap ita ; a g lance a t 
a ve ry  few  s ta tis tic s  shows w h y  
C h ina presents such a fa r  m ore 
en tic in g  d ish than  South A m e r­
ica  fo r  A m erican  im p e ria lis ts . 
The m ileage o f ra ilro a d  fo r  each 
m il.io n  in ha b itan ts  is as fo llow s. 
(U.S. and In d ia  are included fo r  
purpose o f com parison):

China ........................  19
In d ia  ........................  122
S. A ................................ 670
U. S............................... 1900

Here is shown in  v iv id  con tras t 
the reason fo r  the  superio r w o rth  
of China over South A m erica  to  
desperate im p e ria lis t na tions. 
South A m erica  has 35 tim es 
China’s per cap ita  ra ilro a d  m ile ­
age; the steel m ills  o f U . S. Steel 
(.whose cha irm an E dw ard  R. 
S te ttin iu s  J r. was appointed 
cha irm an o f the W a r Resources 
Board by  Roosevelt) cou ld be 
kep t busy fo r  qu ite  a tim e  "de­
ve lop ing”  the vast A s ia tic  con­
tinen t.

H ere in  lies the com pelling  rea ­
son w h y  the A m erican  cap ta lis ts  
m us t challenge and even tua lly  
f ig h t Japan over the r ig h t  to  ex­
p lo it  China. H ere in  lies the  rea­

s o n  fo r  the  e n tire  U . S. f le e t be­
in g  in  the Pacific, and fo r  the 
recent G rew  speech and its  con­
sequences.

A m erican Labor A id  
125 W est 33 S tree t 
New  Y o rk  C ity  
Dear F rie n d :

I  P LE D G E  M Y S E L F  to 
con trib u te  $ ...........  to  the  de­
fense o f F ra n k  W atson, im ­
prisoned by  Canada’s govern­
m en t fo r  the  crim e  o f speak­
in g  out as a w o rke r against 
the  w a r o f im peria lism .

Let the People 
Vote on W ar!

WORKERS’ FORUM
IN  A N S W E R  TO 
A  C O M R A D E  
E d ito r:

In  the W orke rs  F o ru m  la s t 
week, G ,L, w rite s  fro m  D e tro it  
th a t i t ’s hard fo r  h im  to  sell the 
Socia .is t Appea l when i t  carries 
news lik e  the Shachtm an election 
cam paign, the s trugg le  fo r  Ir is h  
and In d ia n  freedom , the  A LP , 
etc.

G.L. w rite s  th a t when he can­
vasses w ith  the Appeal, i t ’s hard 
fo r  h im  to sell i t  w ith  such news 
item s.

I  th in k  G.L. is  w rong . The 
g re a t th in g  th a t has to  be im . 
pressed on the w o rke rs  w hen one 
canvasses w ith  the S oc ia lis t A p ­
peal is th a t n o t on ly  is i t  a w o rk ­
ers’ paper b u t th a t i t  has enough 
v a r ie ty  in  i t  to  round ou t the p ic­
tu re  o f the class strugg le .

The b ig  p a r t  o f canvassing is 
no t so m uch to  sell the paper a t 
one clip , bu t to  g ive a good im ­
pression o f i t  and the p a r ty  th a t 
publishes it .  T h a t takes a lo t  o f 
exp la in ing . The m ore e xp le 'n ing  
th a t is done gives one a  chance 
to re a lly  ge t c ose to  a w o rke r 
and ga in  his confidence fo r  f u r ­
the r v is its  and ta lks . I  th in k  these 
are the b ig  th in gs  to rem em ber.

BELL O.

W A N T S  TO SEE 
A  D A IL Y  A P P E A L  
D ear E d ito r :

The /S o c ia lis t Appea l can b$
c ritic ize d  fo r  a  lo t  o f tilin g s . Anijj 
I  have a num ber o f c ritic ism s  to  
make. B u t I  w a n t to  speak o u t 
in  pra ise firs t.  F irs t,  I  w a n t to 
say th a t B.J. W id ic k ’s colum n, 
' In  the Trade U n ions” , is  an ex­
ce llen t fea tu re . W orke rs  lo ok in g  
fo r  the  inside s tu ff on trade un­
ions are sure to  ge t i t  in  th a t 
co.umn. Secondly, George S te rn ’s 
colum n, "B eh ind  the L ines” , is ev­
e ry  b it  as good and fro m  a w o rk ­
e r’s p o in t o f v iew  a thousand 
tim es b e tte r than  a n y th in g  th a t 
appears in  the c a p ita lis t press. 
The in fo  one gets o u t o f i t  rates 
a lo t  h ighe r tha n  the s tu ff ped­
dled by D o ro th y  Thompson, W a l.  
te r  L ippm an, A r th u r  K ro c k  and 
a ll the  o ther fa n cy  "w r ite rs .”

F o r ju s t  fo u r  pages p u t o u t 
tw ice  a week, the Soc-a.ist Appea l 
has the edge cn p le n ty  o f ou r 
h e av ily  backed m e tro p o lita n  
dailies. L e t ’s go fo rw a rd  to a rea l 
w o rke rs  D a ily  S oc ia lis t A ppea l.

E D  RO BERTS

FIGHT AGAINST THE 
WAR;

DIG  C IT IE S  
F A L L  B E H IN D

The m a jo r c ities  have n o t done 
any tco  w e ll in  the past days in  
.he m a tte r  o f subscrip tions, a to ­
ta l o f 25 now subscrip tions and 7 
renewals being the count as fo l­
lows:

Re.
N ew  newal

New Y o rk  C ity  . . .  4 2
L yn n  ........................  4
Chicago .................. 4
M inneapo lis  ...........  2 1
E v a n s v il le ................ 3
Q uakertow n ...........  2
St. L o u is .................. 2
Cleveland ................ 1
St. P au l .................. 1

| Boston ......................  1
A k ro n  ......................  2
oLs A n g e le s ...........  1
C onnecticu t ...........  1
P e n n s y lv a n ia .........  1

The P h ilade lph ia  o rgan iza tion  
under the d irec tio n  o f its  new 
L ite ra tu re  A gen t, Lo is  Low e ll, as­
sisted by  Sol Thom as, is  m ak in g  
determ ined e ffo rts  to  p u t the  c ir ­
cu la tion  o f the Press on a m ore 
substantia ] founda tion  and has 
also taken  measures to  liqu ida te  
m ore s w if t ly  its  debts.

A  new o rd e r fo r  10 S oc ia lis t 
A ppeals has been placed by a 
new ly  organized branch in  Cleve­
land.

Loca l Chicago has placed o r­
ders fo r  ad d itiona l copies o f the 
S oc ia lis t A ppea l and The N ew  In ­
te rn a tio n a l, in  o rd e r to have s u f­
fic ie n t to cover th e ir  needs fo r  the 
Russian R evo lu tion  A nn ive rsa ry  
m eetings, etc.

Local A k ro n , likew ise, is p u t­
t in g  on a cam paign fo r  new sub­
scrip tions, and Com rade C a rly le  
is confident o f o b ta in ing  several 
new and renewal subscrip tions in. 
the next m onth.

The St. Lou is  organ iza tion , E v ­
e re tt W ., A gen t, fun c tions  ve ry  
sys te m a tica lly  in the c ircu la tio n  
o f its  Press, and am ong o th e r 
th in gs  has evolved a m ethod 
w héreby a ll w o rk in g  m embers 
are a u tu m a .ic a lly  enrolled as sub­
scribers bo th  to  the Socia list A p .  
peal and The New  In te rn a tio n a l 
and paym ents are made ih rou gh  
.he ’B ra n  h F ina nc ia l Secretary.

D IS T R IB U T IO N  O F 
P A P E R  IM P R O V E D

St. Lou.s is a model, a!so, 
alongside o f  Lyn n , M ars., in  
p rom pt, paym ent, o f its  accounts, 
and th is  is reflected in  th e ir  sys­
tem atic  d is tr ib u tio n  o f the pa­
per.

Joe Roberts, Toledo, and the 
comrades the re  are hopefu l o f in ­
creased c ircu la tio n .

B y  and la rge  a ll the  c itie s  ar$ 
now d is tr ib u tin g  and sel .ing  the 
S oc ia lis t A ppea l m ore systern- 
a t ic a lly , b u t a sharp  la g  continues 
in  subscrip tions.

Several locals la te ly  have en­
tered le g it im a te  grievances be­
cause o f the  fa ilu re  o f the  Socia l­
is t  Appea l to  a rr iv e  on schedule. 
Apologies and an exp lana tion  are 
he rew ith  given. There have been 
techn ica l d ifficu ltie s  a t the p r in t ­
e r’s w h ich  haye caused unavo id­
able de lay . ih  pub lica tion . I t  is  
hoped these can be overcome 
;¡oon.

BRITISH IMPOSE 
ONE-MAN RULE 
ON INDIANS

(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1)
o f In d ia ’s 11 provinces, m ay now 
exercise fu l l  d ic ta to r ia l ru le  over 
the Ind ia n  people. The C o ns titu ­
tion  o f Ind ia , w ith  its  h ig h ly  l im ­
ited  dem ocra tic  r ig h ts , is declared 
suspended. To sum m arize the s it ­
ua tion  b r ie fly— the V ice roy o f In -  
d.a and his appointees m ay now 
do a n y th in g  w hatsoever ca lcu­
la ted to  m a in ta in  B r it is h  im p e r­
ia lis t  a u th o r ity  in  Ind ia . W ith in  
th e ir  hands reside powers no less 
g re a t tha n  those o f the  G erm an 
F ueh re r h im self.

T h is  dec la ra tion  o f d ic ta to r ia l 
ru le  over Ind  a is a d ire c t reflec­
tio n  o f (1 ) the  com plete b reak­
down o f nego tia tions fo r  a com­
prom ise between the B r it is h  au­
th o ritie s  and the conservative na­
tio n a lis t leaders (G a n d h i); (2> 
the ra p id ly  g ro w in g  c lam or of 
In d ia ’s w o rke rs  and peasants th a t 
im m edia te  ac tio n  aga inst B r i.  
ta in ’s • a tte m p ts  to  e xp lo it In d ia  
fo r  her w a r needs be taken. The 
fa ilu re  o f the nego tia tions i3 a 
resu lt o f  a re fusa l on the p a r t  o f 
the masses to  accept any k in d  o f 
treacherous barga in . T hey  w i l l  
not suppo rt the  B r it is h  im p e ria l­
is ts  under any conditions. They 
w a n t th e ir  freedom , no th in g  more 
and no th in g  less!

“ D iv ide  and Rule”
In  an a tte m p t to  cover up th e ir  

rea l m otives fo r  rem a in ing  in  In ­
d ia  and estab lish ing  m il ita ry  
ru le, the B r it is h  have dragged in  
the p ro  - im p e r ia lis t M oslem : shall see w he the r the  f ir s t  stages 
League. T h is  o rg an iza tio n  does I in  In d ia ’s s tru g g le  fo r  na tiona l 
no t represent the 75,000,000 Mos-1 em ancipation have indeed begun, 
lem s w ho m ake up In d ia ’s la r g e s t ' i t  is  the w o rke rs  and peasants 
m in o r ity  g roup ing . I t  is  headed ¡w ho w i l l  ac t now, despite the 
by M oslem  land lords, c iv i l ser- tw is ts  and tu rn s  o f the  co n se rve

a rea c tio n a ry  com m unal o rg an i­
za tion  s ira ilia r  to  the  U rb a n  
League o f A m erica  and a ttem p ts  
to s p lit  the u n ity  o f the  H indu - 
M oslem  people fo r  the  benefit o f 
the B r i t  sh im peria lis ts .

There is no question th a t under 
its  present G andhi leadership the 
N a tio n a lis t Congress is  p ro -H in ­
du. T h is  too serves the  in te rests  
o f the B r it is h  ‘d iv ide  and ru le ”  
po licy. The ne t effect o f the M os­
lem  leadership and the G andhi 
leadership is the same— div is ioa  
o f the  masses in to  w a rr in g  com . 
m unal camps, a ll to  the  advan­
tage o f the B r it is h .

R ipe fo r  R evo lt
B u t the N a tio n a lis t Congress 

has launched the demand fo r  a 
fre e ly  elected A il- In d ia  C o ns titu ­
ent A ssem bly w h ich  w i l l  fram e  a 
c o n s titu tio n  fo r  an independent 
Ind ia . I f  th is  slogan is taken  se ri­
ously and is pushed fo rw a rd  by 
the Congress le f t  w in g  then there 
w il l  be an end to  such m iserable 
unde rtak ings  as G andh i’s nego ti­
a tions w ith  the V iceroy. The Con­
gress r ig h t  w in g  desired no t rea l 
independence fo r  Ind ia , b u t P a r­
lia m e n ta ry  concessions in  the  
C entra l G overnm ent. B u t the  B r i­
tish, kno w in g  th a t the Congress 
w ould sweep any dem ocra tic  elec­
tions and hlod an ove rw he lm ing  
m a jo r ity  in  the C e n tra l Leg is la ­
tive  Assem bly, could n o t m ake 
even th is  concession. They know  
th a t th in g s  in  In d ia  are ripe fo r  
re vo lt!

The m a in  task  in  In d ia  now 
fa lls  upon the le f t  w in g  move- 
m net, in  p a rtic u la r, upon the 
Congress S oc ia lis t P a rty . The 
stage o f p a rlia m e n ta ry  nego tia . 
tions had a b r ie f span and is now 
ended. Repressions by the a u th o r­
itie s  are now on the o rder o f the 
day. Before th is  yea r is  up we
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T H E “ LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CA> 
NO I EMANCIPATE ITSKLT WIIEH» 
EAHOK WITH A HLAt'K SKIN %> 
ItKA N U E O '—KAKL MAKX.

NEG RO  QUESTIO N
By J. R. JOHNSON______ __________________

Industry and the Negro
Then came the C iv il W ar. E ve ry  N egro should know  by  now 

w h y  the C iv il W a r took place. The ca p ita lis ts  and th e ir  a llies o f 
the N o rth  were f ig h tin g  fo r  con tro l o f A m erican  economy and o f 
the Federa l G overnm ent. The Southern slave-owners wanted to  
(na n ta in  th a t con tro l. E ve ry  new S tate added to  the un ion m eant 
m ore representatives and m ore power to  one side o r to  the other. I f  
a new s ta te  was a s lave-state then the  slave-owners gained more 
power a t W ash ing ton. I f  the new s ta te  was a sta te  based on free 
labor, then L inco ln  and the N o rth e rn  c a p ita lis ts  gained m ore power. 
So th a t fo r  years there was a lw ays a qu a rre l whenever a new 
s ta te  was to  be added to the U n ion.

B u t the slave.ow ners were in  a jam , no t on ly  p o lit ic a 'ly  bu t 
econom ically as we ll. To m ake p ro fits  a t a ll they had to  have new 
land. The huge p lan ta tions  and th e ir  w a s te fu l methods o f c u lt iv a ­
tio n  exhausted the soil and p e rio d ica lly  they  had to  extend the te r-
r .  io ry  they  con tro lled . So th a t w hen the N o rth  said, “ N o  m ore new
s. a ,e  stages“  the slave owners rep.ied, “ I f  wa do ne t ge t new te r­
r ito ry  ou r economy w il l  collapse." A nd  the ne x t th in g  was the C iv il 
W ar.

L inco ln  w ou ld  never have fo u g h t to  free the slaves. He d idn ’ t 
in tend to  free staves a t a ll. B u t he found th a t  .he could n o t w in  
unless he pu lled the slaves p o w e rfu lly  over to  h is side. T h is  he could 
dec.sively do on ly  by dec la ring  the a ^o lit-on  o f s lavery.

International Labor Aided Emancipation
There was also ano the r p o w e rfu l c u rre n t sweeping L inco ln  on to ­

w ard  the a b o litio n  o f s.avery in  A m erica. W hen the C iv il W a r be­
gan, the B r it is h  ru lin g  class w anted to  in tervene on the side o f the 
Southern slave owners. B u t the B r it is h  w o rk in g  clas3, too k  the side 
o f L inco ln . Led ch ie fly  by K a r l M a rx , they m a in ta ined a pow erfu l 
a g .ta tio n  in  B r ita in , mass m eetings, pro tests  to  P a rliam en t, and 
open le tte rs  o f support to  A braham  L inco ln , etc. The B r it is h  ru lin g  
class used to  p o in t to  the fa c t th a t the N o rth  was no t f ig h tin g  any 
w a r to  abolish s lavery, fo r  L in co ln  h im se lf had said so. B u t one of 
the s trongest weapons in  the w d rk in g  class a n ti-w a r a g ita tio n  in  
E r ita in  was th is  ve ry  argum ent, th a t the  w a r o f the N o rth  was a 
v,a. io r  aoo lit.on . L inco.n , th e ie lo ie , fo r  the  sake o f h is valuable 
w o rk in g  c.ass a llies  ;n G reat B r ita in , was fu r th e r  d riven  to dec.arc 
the ab o lition  o f s lavery  in  A m erica . A  Negro, therefore, w ho is 
re a lly  t ry in g  to  ge t a t the ro o t o f the N egro  pos ition  today, cannot 
help d ra w in g  the  fo llo w in g  conclusions: “ The ac tua l question of 
co lor had ve ry  l i t t le  to do w  th  the a b o litio n  o f s lavery  in  A m erica. 
F ow e rfu l econom.c and p o lit ic a l forces were a t w o rk  in  A m erica. 
The m i- ita ry  assistance ta a t the  Negroes could g ive played a g rea t 
pa rt. And, f in a lly , the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk ing -c la ss  m ovem nt, in  th is  
case the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class in  p a rtic u la r, p layed a g re a t p a r t in  
Negro em ancipation .”

F rom  th is , such a Negro w o rk e r would be ju s tifie d  in  th in k in g  
th a t  i f  co lor p layed so l i t t le  p a r t in  th a t g re a t event i t  is  no t a t a ll 
u.nl.kely th a t in  the g re a t events o f today, co lor and race, w h ich  in  
everyday a ffa irs  seem to cccupy so la rge  a place, w i l l  in  re a lity  a t 
the decisive m om ent, prove as u n im p o rta n t as they did in the C iv il 
W ar.

Negroes Enter the Factories
B ow  does th a t  app ly  in  recent h is to ry ?  The b iggest event th a t 

has taken place in  the h is to ry  o f the A m erican  Negroes s nee the 
C iv il W a r is the g re a t m ig ra tio n  o f m illio n s  o f Negroes fro m  the 
South to  the  N o rth  th a t began in  1915. Between 1915 and 1923, 
1,200,000 Negroes came fro m  the South to  the  N o rth . The Negro 
gained a place fo r  h im se lf in  in d u s try . Now , ten thousand w o rkers  
in  a fa c to ry  have in fin ite ly  m ore cap ac ity  to  s tru g g le  fo r  be tte r 
wages, be tte r liv .n g  conditions, and an extension o f th e ir  dem ocra tic  
r ig h ts  than  f i f t y  thousand fa rm ers  scattered ove r the countrys ide 
Thus the  e n try  o f m illio ns  o f N egro  w o rke rs  in to  in du s try , p a rtic u ­
la r ly  in  the N o rth , m arked a dec.sive stage in  the developm ent o f 
the A m erican  Negro. B u t how did  i t  happen? W as i t  because the 
w h ite  em ployers had lis tened to  some preachers and had been con­
verted to  the  v ie w  th a t Negroes should have a b e tte r chance in  l ife ?  
N o th in g  o f the  sort.

W h a t happened was th a t N o rth e rn  in d u s try  was faced w ith  a 
trem endous o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  expansion due to  the w a r. A t  the same 
tim e  the s tream  o f im m ig ra n ts  fro m  Europe was cu t short, because 
instead o f w o rk in g  o r com ing to  A m erica  to  w o rk  these Germans, 
A ustrians, Ita lia n s , and others had to  spend th e ir  tim e  and s treng th  
m assacring each o the r fo r  the p ro fits  o f th e ir  im p e r ia lis t m asters 
O ur A m erican  cap ita lis ts , there fore, no t on ly  took Negroes in to  th e 'r  
fac to ries  b u t send hundreds o f agents in to  the South o ffe r in g  N e . 
groes free passage in to  the N o rth  and p rom is ing  them  a happy life . 
The N egro popu la tion  o f New  Y o rk  rose fro m  91,000 in  1910 to  327,-
000 in  1030, w h ile  over the same period the N egro popu la tion  o f 
D e tro it  rose fro m  5,700 to  120,000. T h is  m eant m illio ns  o f do lla rs 
more in  the pockets o f N egro  wage earners. Negroes were able to 
ge t m uch b e tte r education and oppo rtun ities  fo r  development. N e ­
groes liv in g  in  c itie s  were b e tte r able to  organize and f ig h t fo r  social 
and p o lit ic a l equa lity . To serve the needs o f these Negroes a g re a te r 
num ber o f N egro  doctors, teachers, and o th e r professional men was 
needed.

O f course we know  th a t the Negroes s t l l continue to  su ffe r 
under heavy d isc rim in a tio n . B u t the fa c t rem ains th a t th is  m ig ra tio n  
and o p p o rtu n ity  to  enter in to  in d u s try  was a g re a t step fo rw a rd . 
And i t  had n o th in g  to  do w ith  color. A  g re a t economic and social 
change was ta k in g  place in  the cou n try  as a w ho le ; g re a t num bers
01 Negroes were swept a long by i t ,  and thus had an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
im prove th e ir  position.

The Next Step Forward
W h a t was the ne x t g re a t step fo rw a rd  o f the  Negroes ? I t  came 

in  1S37 w ith  the o rg an iza tio n  o f the  CIO. Here again we see th a t 
the decisive fa c to r was no t the question o f race b u t the question o f 
economic and social and p o lit ic a l change, a ffec ting  A m erican  society 
as a whole. U p  to  1937 the A m erican  F edera tion  o f Labor, repre­
sen ting  on the whole the m ore p riv ileged  sections o f the A m erican  
w o rk in g  class, k e p t Negroes o u t o f its  ranks. B u t w ith  the g rea t 
c ris is  o f 1929, A m erican  labo r entered in to  a new phase o f existence. 
One o f the m ost im p o rta n t resu lts  o f th is  shake-up wa3 the o rg an ­
iza tion  o f a ll w o rke rs  in  in d u s tr ia l unions, p a r tic u la r ly  the sem i­
sk illed  and the unskilled . The C IO  was essentia lly  the organ iza tion  
o f the poorer types o f w orkers. B u t the C IO  organ izers found th a t 
i f  they  were to  organize the w o rke rs  in  an in d u s try  as a whole they 
could no t leave ou t the Negroes. In  the  packing-houses in  Chicago 
and elsewhere the  em ployers had de libe ra te ly  b ro ug h t Negroes in to  
in d u s try  in  o rd e r to  use them  aga inst the w h ite  w orkers . O bviously  
these new C IO  unions, to  w in  th e ir  ba ttles, had to  have the Negroes 
In. A nd  today, 1939, we can see hundreds o f thousands o f Negroes 
in  the new unions, f irm ly  k n it  w ith  the w h ite  w o rke rs  and ga in ing  
m any o f the  g re a t advantages th a t come to  a ll w o rke rs  w ho c a rry  
on m il ita n t  s trugg les  in  w o rke rs ’ organ iza tions. T h is  does no t mean 
th a t  p re jud ice  and d isc rim in a tio n  have been w iped away, even in  
the  best o f the new unions. B u t i t  means th a t a g re a t step fo rw a rd  
has been made. A nd  here again the  decisive fa c to r  was n o t color.

On the Eve of Great Upheavals
I t  m ay seem to  an in d iv idu a l N egro  th a t i t  is the  co lo r o f h is 

s k in  th a t is m ak in g  a ll the difference. B u t th is  is tru e  on ly  to  a lim ­
ited  extent. F ro m  an exam ina tion  o f h is to ry  i t  can be s ta ted w ith  
confidence th a t the  Negroes as a whole, m illio ns  o f them , have made 
s trides fo rw a rd  ow ing  to  g re a t economic, social, and p o lit ic a l 
changes w h ich  were p o w e rfu l enough to  sweep aside the ba rrie rs  
o i color. A nd  th is  should teach us a g re a t lesson fo r  the fu tu re .

A l l  hum an society today stands a t the  crossroads. Europe is 
plunged in to  a g re a t w a r. In  the F a r  East, Japan and China have 
been f ig h tin g  fo r  tw o  years. A m erica  is v is ib ly  p re pa ring  to  enter 
in to  the w a r. W h a t is the cause o f a ll th  s un iversa l confusion? The 
cause is one th in g  and one th in g  o n ly : the ba n k ru p tcy  o f the cap­
i ta l is t  System. There are in  A m erica  today  over t h ir t y  m illio n  people 
Starving in the  m id s t o f p len ty . The c a p ita lis t system  can no longer 

' n o r eisevvhe5e,; The c a p ita lis ts  did. n o t solve

AN INTERVIEW W ITH A COMRADE

CEYLONESE MASSES WANT NO 
PART OF THE BOSSES' WAR

A  comrade fro m  the is land of one im p e ria lis t bloc as aga inst
Ceylon representing  the Ceylon­
ese S oc ia lis t P a r ty  w h ich  is con 
duct ng  a  s tru g g le  fo r  the inde­
pendence o f th e ir  c o u n try  fro m  
the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  had the 
fo lio w in g  to  say when in te rv ie w ­
ed by the S oc ia lis t A ppea l:

Ceylon’s 6,COO,000 w o rke rs  and 
peasants are abso lu te ly  opposed 
to g iv in g  any s o rt o f support too 
England in  the  present im p e r­
ia lis t w a r. The reason fo r  th is  
is simple.

“ T h is  w a r is n o t being fo u g h t 
fo r  dem ocracy. T h is  w a r is 
fo u g h t fo r  who sha ll have the 
p riv ile ge  o f s tand ing  on our 
leeks and e xp lo itin g  o u r people 
Jeylon, one o f the colonies o f 
he B r it is h  and F rench  Em pires, 
s a bone over w h ich  the im per- 
a lis t dogs are fig h tin g . The peo­

ple o f the colon es w il l  have 
lo th in g  to  do w ith  e ith e r gang.

“ W hatever d e m o c ra tc  lib e r 
ties we had won d u rin g  the 
course o f the  la s t th ree and a 
h a lf  years were being smashed 
>y the B r it is h  “ dem ocra ts”  who 

feared the trem endous g ro w th  o f 
our lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent. The 
E ng lish  have organized an il le ­
gal te r ro r is t  m il i t ia  w h ich  they 
are beg inn ing to  em p loy aga nst 
the w o rke rs ’ and peasants’ un 
ions th ro u g h o u t Ceylon. The 
B ritish -ap po in ted  G overnor Gen 
eral has suspended the co n s titu ­
tion  and now  governs by m il ita ry  
decree, in  the fash ion  o f H itle r .

“ I f  the S nhedese people were 
lb le  to  express themselves by 
-.leans o f a dem ocra tic  vote 80- 
.0 percent w ou ld  vote to  break 
iw a y  fro m  the B r it is h  E m p ire  

w h ich  they  fee’ is  ■ s tra n g lin g  
.hem. B u t since th is  r ig h t  is  no t 
jiv e n  to  them  the y  m ust em ploy 
ith c r  means to  ob ta in  th e ir  fre e ­
dom.

"A n d  th is  is where the w o rk  
i f  o u r P a rty , the Ceylon Soc a l- 
s t P a rty , comes in. W e a"e de"- 
n ite ly  opposed to  the Second 
(Social D em ocra tic ) Tntc-n i t  ^n- 
d w h ich  endorses the w a r aim s 

o f the A llie d  im peria lis ts . L ike - 
vise, we denoun e the po licy  o f 
.he T h ird  (S ta l n .s t) In te rn a tio n

the other. O u r p o licy  is the po l­
ic y  o f in te rn a tio n a lism — th a t is, 
the w o rke rs  o f every c o u n try  
m ust a c t independently  o f th e ir  
ru le rs  and oppressors. They 
m ust f ig h t fo r  th e ir  own fre e ­
dom and fo r  socialism .

“ I t  is  ou r be lie f th a t the colo­
n ia l peoples w i l l  be the f irs t  to  
raise the banner o f re v o lt aga inst 
th is  im p e ria lis t w ar. W hen th a t 
tim e  comes we know  th a t class 
conscious A m erican  w o rke rs  w i l l  
be o f rea l aid to  us in  assuring 
ou r v ic to ry . F rom  w h a t I  have 
observed in  A m erica , the Social- 
.s t W orke rs  P a r ty  is the  on ly  
a n ti-w a r, re vo lu tio n a ry  p a ~ t ' 
th a t is  p re pa ring  to  lead the 
w o rkers  to  social.sm. W e socia l­
ists and re vo lu tion  sts o f Ceylon 
w ish to  extend ou r fra te rn a  
greetings.”

Stalin’s Fake 'Left Turn’  Masks 
Reactionary Foreign Policy

(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1) hand, the im p e ria lis ts  o f B r ita in  and F rance have passed over to
i t  stood p r io r  to  A ug . 23, except th a t the place then occupied by the offensive, have hurled th e ir  peoples in to  w a r aga ins t G erm any
E ng land and F rance is now taken by G erm any. Then G erm any was 
the "aggressor” , now E ng land and France are the “ aggressors” ! 
Then the “ peace-loving”  powers were E ng land and France, now 
H it le r  is the peace-lover!

The same false m ethodology o f m a k in g  a fundam enta l d is tin c ­
tion  between the tw o im p e ria lis t camps is used today as before 
A ug . 23, on ly  the d is tin c tio n  is now made in  fa v o r o f H itle r .

Molotoff and Dimitrov Whitewash Hitler
M o lo to ff’s Oct. 31 speech o ffic ia lly  ind ica ted the new line.

"Today, as fa r  as the E uropean g rea t powers are concerned, 
G erm any is in  the position  o f a S tate th a t is s tr iv in g  fo r  the 
earnest te rm in a tio n  c f  the  w a r and fo r  peace, w h ile  B r ita in  
and France, w h ich  b u t yeste rday were decla im ing aga inst ag­
gression, are in  fa v o r o f con tinu .ng  the w a r and are opposed1 
t  othe conclus.on o f peace. The roles, as you see, are chang­
ing. ’ (D a ily  W orker, Nov. 1).
T h is  estim ate  received its  fu ll-d ress  fo rm u la tio n  by D im itro v , 

tw o  days la te r. He developed a ’ th e o ry ”  o f “ tw o  stages”  in  the w a r. 
“ In  the f irs t  stage” , H it le r  was the aggressor. “ Now , on the o ther

N. M. U. Bureaucrats Stand in W ay 
O f  Winning Seamen’s Real Demands

B y  S ID N E Y  M O ORE
(C ontinued fro m  L a s t Issue)
’th e re  is  a t present a sharp 

lisp ro p o rtio n  between the w o rk - 
ng conditions, the economic 

standards o f the  m a ritim e  w o rk ­
in g  class and th e ir  organ ized 
power, th e ir  w i l l  to  s tru g g le  fo r  
m ch concrete demands and th e ir, 
.m sw erving m .litan cy . A c tu a lly  
a frig h te n e d  and conservative 
offic ia ldom  is re s tin g  lik e  a dea. 
w e ig h t upon the power and re- 
io u r.es  o f the  seamen.

W .tness the ’ no -s trugg le ’ 
ba ttle  p u t up aga inst the open 
»ng o f the M a ritim e  Commission 
F in k  H a lls  on the E as t coast. A  
few  weeks o f lone ly  p icke t n- 
nd then the offic ia ldom  decided 

th a t even such a c tiv itie s  were 
too m uch o f an em barrassm ent 
.o r the  W a r Deal A d m in is tra ­
tion.

W itness the pe cu lia r and sup­
posedly p ra c tica l m ethod o f pu t-

d  w h ich  is fo r  the defense o f t in S the m ain emPhasis on ” sec-
1 ondary”  p ic k e tin g  a t such im ­
p o rta n t centers as gasoline s ta ­
tions d u rin g  the  recent T anke r 
itr .k e . A lso  the “ p ra c tic a l”  
s tr ik e  ta c tic  o f a llow .n g  un ion 
crews to  sa il vessels th a t were 
using the  “ ho t o il"  loaded fro m  
scab-run ta n k e r ships.

W .tness the  m il ita n t  ca libe r 
of the present offic ia ldom  by  how 
qu ick ly  the y  bowed when the 
M a ritim e  Com m ission barked 
and th re w  them  a bone fo r  a
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and the uu ik  o f the ra n k  and file  
seamen has on ly  dem onstrated 
these its  in a b ili ty  to  deal any 
serious blows aga inst the p res­
en t boss offensive. T h is  has on ly 
served to  w h e t the open-shop ap­
pe tites o f the sh.p-owners. The 
S ta lin is ts  have succeeded in  p ro ­

v in g  no th .ng  b u t a series of 
e treats, com prom ises and gen 
sal s ta ffin g  w ith  d isappo in t­
ment the  on ly  end-result. Of 
ourse, th is  s ta ffin g  is a lw ays 
ccompanied by  tru c u le n t and 
m ilitan t ed ito r.a ls  in  the  P ilo t 
.‘his in  the m ain  is a p ic tu re  of 
»he N .M .U . d u rin g  the la s t year 
nd a h a lf o f its  existence.

Bosses U nderstand
The bosses have long since 

ensed th is  beauracra tic  im m o- 
j i l i t y  and have b razen ly launch­
ed a d rive  aga ins t the ve ry  core 
f  the m a r.tim e  w o rke rs ' pow- 
r  —  the closed shop. T h is  ex­

plains w h y  d u rin g  the  recent 
/eeks, the N e g o tia tin g  C om m it- 
ee o f the  un ion has found the 
essions a t a s ta lem ate  w ith  the 
»osses d r iv in g  fo r  the ve ry  dis- 
:o lu tion  o f the union.

The con flic t has sharpened to  
¡uoh an ex te n t on ly  because o f 
.he general p re pa ra tion  o f 
A m erican in d u s try  fo r  the  new 
var. N e ith e r the Roosevelt A d ­
m in is tra tio n  no r the shipowners 
wishes to  face an organized m a ri­
tim e personnel d u r in g  w a r. A
m a jo r offensive seems about to 

‘w ar-bonus”  in  the fo rm  o f a  25 | begin on the w a te rfro n ts . They
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percent increase in  wages. A n  
agreem ent th a t  se ttled  no th ing  
b u t on ly  increased the resent­
m ent o f the ra n k  and file  and 
the belligerence o f the  adm in is­
tra tion -sh ipow ne rs  un ion-busting  
alliance.

S h ift in g  the  B lam e
A s alw ays, whenever a  b a ttle  

is lost, the offic ia ldom  blames I t  
upon the “ non-understand ing”  
and “ backw ard ”  mem bership. 
There is* soon coming- the  day 
when these despicable in su lts  to  
the m ilita n c y  o f the m em bership 
w i l l  n o t go unanswered. T im e  
and tim e  again, these m a ritim e  
w o rke rs  have dem onstra ted a 
w illingness “ to  go down the line ”  
fo r  th e ir  demands and always 
the S ta lin is ts  w e n t down f ir s t  
w ith o u t even a  figh t.

The present o ffic ia ldom , t ry in g  
v a in ly  to  ac t as a c o n c ilia to ry  
m edium  between the  steam ship 
owners - a d m in is tra tio n  a lliance

the cris is  by the la s t w a r. The po s t-w ar crises have been m ore dev­
as ta tin g  tha n  the p re .w a r ones. W e are today on the ever o f eco­
nom ic, social, and p o lit ic a l upheavals in fin ite ly  g re a te r tha n  any­
th in g  th a t took place in  A m erica  d u rin g  the C iv il W ar. A nd in  those 
upheavals co lor is no t go ing  to  p lay  any ve ry  g re a t p a rt. A m erican 
society today, as socie ty in  a ll pa rts  o f the w o rld , faces tw o  a lte r ­
natives. E ith e r  the w o rke rs  and the poor fa rm ers  w i l l  ge t together 
in  unions and p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tions and take  over c a p ita lis t p rop­
e rty , es tab lish ing  the soc ia lis t system . O r, on the o the r hand, the 
cap ita lis ts  w i l l  organ ize fasc is t bands,' smash the w o rke rs ’ o rgan ­
izations, and by th is  means insure th e ir  p ro fits  and the continuance 
of the c a p ita lis t system. T h a t is the g re a t con flic t in  the w o rld  today 
I t  is  a con flic t in  w h ich  the N egro  m ust and w il l  p lay  h is p a rt. In  
A m erica  the w h ite  w orkers , as has been shown in  the o rgan iza tion  
o f the CIO, w i l l  in  tim e  seek the  assistance o f the Negroes against 
the c a p ita lis ts  as c e rta in ly  as L inco ln  had to  seek i t  aga inst the 
Southern slave-owners. B u t whereas L inco ln  and the N o rth e rn  cap­
ita lis ts  were ric h  and p o w e rfu l and th e ir  N egro a llies were poor, 
today the  Negroes and the  w h ites  are m embers o f the same class. 
F o r th is  reason, in  the course Of the  s tru g g le  and a fte r  it ,  the ba r­
rie rs  o f race pre jud ice  w i l l  be m uch m ore eas.ly overcome th a n  they 
were seventy-five years ago.

On the  In te rn a tion a l scale the w o rke rs  o f G rea t B r ita in  and 
F rance, fo r  instance, m ay fee l today  l i t t le  s o lid a r ity  w ith  Negroes 
in  A fr ic a . B u t when they find  themselves in  deadly s trugg le  w ith  
B r it is h  and F rench land lords and ca p ita lis ts  they w ill welcome the 
news th a t the  Negroes in  A fr ic a  are s tr ik in g  a t the b ro thers  and 
sons and cousins o f the European ru lin g  classes, w ho oppress the 
Negroes in the colonies. I t  is to  such g re a t crises in  hum an h is to ry  
th a t the whole w o rld  is m oving  tdoay.

A  Negro, the re fore , w ho is tu rned back fro m  a jo b  because he 
is b lack w ill- no t lose courage. Instead he w i l l  see in  w h a t d irec tion  
h is to ry  is m ov ing  and, by  means o f p o lit ic a l a c t iv ity  and in d u s tr ia l 
o rgan iza tion , he w il l  t r y  to  assist those forces w h ich  m ake fo r  
g re a te r s o lid a r ity  am ong w o rke rs  and fa rm ers. T h a t is the road 
along w h ich  we have to  trave l. I t  m ay seem slow, and i t  m ay seem 
also th a t i t  does no t answer the im m edia te problem s o f the day. B u t 
there is no o th e r road. A nd  today the h is to rica l process is no t a t a ll 
slow. H is to ry  is m ov ing  ve ry  fas t. T h a t is w h y  i t  is  necessary to 
know  w here we came fro m , w here we are, and, in fin ite ly  m ore im ­
p o r ta n t,  in  w h a t d ire c tio n  we a re  m oving .

are undoubtedly heartened by  a 
v a c illa tin g  and com prom is ing 
leadership in  con tro l o f the o r­
ganized seamen’s ranks.
. .  . O pposition  P rog ram  

The en tire  m em bership o f the 
N .M .U . w ould in s ta n tly  m obilize 
i f  i t  were g iven a concrete p ro­
g ra m  th a t re flects th e ir  sen ti­
ments, as ou tlined  above. The 
present agreem ent is e n tire ly  in ­
adequate in  m eeting  the  eco­
nom ic needs o f the  seamen. In  
th is  s itu a tio n  the  com prom isers 
m ust be cleaned o u t by  a  bona- 
fide progressive opposition.

xm s oppositlon”"m ust however 
proceed s t r ic t ly  on the basis o f 
a program . I t  w ou ld  doom its e lf  
to  u t te r  fa ilu re  and s te r i l i ty  i f  
i t  proceeded m a in ly  on an “ a n ti-  
S ta lin is t”  o r  “ an ti-C .P . co n tro l”  
program . The issues in  the  m a rl- 
lim e in d u s try  m ust n o t be lim - 
ted to  the  mere ous ting  o f a 

num ber o f cen tra lly -loca ted  S ta l- 
n is t stooges. You w on’t  convince 
in ybody th a t  w ay, except per­
haps, some m in o r A m erican  
Legion elements.

The rea l p rob ’em fa c in g  the 
m a ritim e  w o rke rs  is  to  produce 
\  leadership th a t w ou ld  m il ita n t-  
y  a tte m p t to  w in  the economic 
'.emands. W e do n o t oppose the 
present leadership on ly  because 
they are C.P. stooges. W e oppose 
m y  trade  un ion leadership, C.P. 
->r not, on ly  when its  po lic  es fa il 
to c a rry  th rou gh  the demands of 
die ra n k  and file  m a jo r ity . A n
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NO V. 16 —  W hy  Negroes 
Should Oppose the  W ar. 

NO V. 23— The N egro  and 
the  T rade  Unions.

N O V. SO— The H e ritag e  o f 
S lavery.

P rom inen t Speakers 
Questions &  D iscussion

A D M IS S IO N  F R E E

Auspices: H a rlem  Branch, 
S.W.P.

ppos ition  organized along such 
ines and w ith  such a p ro g ra m ­
m atic  perspective could sweep 
he S ta lin is t m is ru le rs  fro m  

.he ir seats in  no tim e, as proven 
;y  the defeat o f the S ta lin is t 
W elnstock a d m in is tra tio n  in  the 
New  Y o rk  P a in te rs  U n ion, D ls- 
- ic t  Council No. 9, desp.te the 
iresen.e in  the un ion o f a more 
>owerful C.P. fra c tio n  than in 
.he N .M .U .

A gree on “ T ruce”
. M eanw hile, ano the r tem po ra ry  
tru ce ”  has been agreed upon by 

.he N .M .U . leadership and the 
;hipowners, w ith  the shipowners 
lem anding the  open shop, no 
ess! I t  m us t become c lear to 

every honest seaman th a t  th is  
despicable d rive  aga ins t h is l iv ­
ing  standards and organized 
power can on ly  be m e t w ith  a 
m il ita n t  counter-offensive.

A n  end to  a ll t h is . cow ard ly  
s ta llin g ! T rans la te  the  “ m il i­
ta n t”  tone o f the P ilo t ed ito r­
ia ls  and headlines in to  some rea l 
jo b  m il.ta n c y  in  the fie ld ! De­
mand a c lear and precise trade  
un ion p ro g ra m  aga inst the boss­
es and th e ir  stooges in  the M a r i­
tim e  Com m ission!

A GIFT FOR 
VOROSHILOV

The G erm an N az i press has 
reported the fo llo w in g :

“ F ie ld  M a rsh a ll G oering p re ­
sents an A irp la n e  to  the Rus­
sian M in is te r Of W a r V o ro sh il­
ov.”  (headline)

“ MOSCOW, Oct. 10 (T O )—  
A  G erm an plane o f the ‘F iesel- 
e r-S to rch ’ type, p ilo ted  by 
m em bers o f the G erm an A ir  
Corps, landed a t the  local a ir ­
fie ld. I t  was sent to  thé Soviet 
M in is te r o f W a r V orosh ilov  as 
a g i f t  by F ie ld  M a rsh a ll G oer, 
in g .”

G oering w i l l  now, in  a ll p ro ­
b a b ility , be rew arded w ith  the 
O rde r o f S ta lin .

Russian Opposition 
Bulletin

The c u rre n t issue o f the  
Russian O pposition B u lle tin  is 
now ava ilab le  a t the  fo llo w in g  
book stores in  New Y o rk  C ity :  
Labo r B ook Shop, 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  P i.; F o re ign  News Depot, 
T im es B ld g .; M eisel’s Book 
Store, 278 G rand S t.; B ieder- 
m an’s Book Store, 2nd Ave. &  
12th S t.; newsstand, 3 rd  Ave. 
&  14th St., (N W ).

T h is  32-page B u lle tin  con­
ta in s  12 a rtic les  by Leon T ro t­
sky, in c lud in g : The USSR in 
W ar, S ta lin — A g e n t o f H itle r ,  
The E n ig m a  o f the  USSR, and 
others o f extrem e Im portance.

Readers o f Russian cannot 
a ffo rd  to  m iss th is  issue.

ANNOUNCEMENT
C E L E B R A T E  T H E  22nd A N N !  

V E R S A R Y  o f the R U S S IA N  
R E V O L U T IO N  a t the Low er 
E as t Side A nn ive rsa ry  Social. 
Refreshm ents— m usic by  S tan­
to n — games— prizes and s u r­
prises. 163 N o rfo lk  S t., (14 th 
S t. crosstow n bus to  S tanton 
S t.). Nov. 11, 1939 C o n trib u ­
t io n — 15c.

H E A D Q U A R T E R S  O pening So­
cia l, Joe H i l l  U n it  Y .P.S .L. in ­
v ites  a ll comrades and friends  
to  a ga la  a ffa ir. C om m unity  
S ing, F o lk  Dancing, P ro fes­
sional M ag ic ian . Sat., Nov. 11, 
8:30, 4370 B roadw ay (186 S t.) 
W ash ing ton  H e igh ts  Y ou th  
Center. A dm iss ion 2Qc.

i . . .  i t  is the B r it is h  and F rench im p e ria lis ts  who have now come 
fo rw a rd  as the m ost zealous supporte rs o f the con tinu a tio n  and 
fu r th e r  in c item e n t o f w a r.”

The m an ifesto  o f the  C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l, in  accordance 
w ith  th is  theory  o f “ tw o  stages” , d irec ts  a ll its  fire  aga inst the 
dem ocra tic  im p e ria lis ts  and has n o t a w ord  o f c r it ic is m  o f H it le r !  
H a v ing  served its  purpose fo r  s ix  weeks, the v iew  th a t a ll the bel­
lige ren ts  are "equa lly  g u ilty ”  is  now dropped. N ow  o n ly  France and 
E ng land are held to  be cu lp rits .

Comintern Struggles on H itler's Behalf
The m an ifes to  ca lls fo r  s tru g g le  aga ins t E ng land  and F rance—  

but no t aga inst H itle r .  I ts  fo rm u la tio ns  are c a re fu lly  ta ilo re d  fo r  
.h is  purpose: “ Take a stand aga ins t those who fa v o r con tinu a tio n  
ox the w a r” — and the C om inte rn  says th a t H i t le r  is fo r  peace. “ N o 
support fo r  the po licy  o f the ru lin g  classes d irected tow ards con­
tin u a tio n  and spread o f the im p e ria lis t s laugh te r.”  B u t, by obvious 
im p lica tion , support fo r  the po licy  o f the ru lin g  classes d irected 
aga inst con tinu a tio n  o f the s laugh te r, i.e., support fo r  H itle r .  Such 
are the key slogans o f the m an ifes to  o f the C om inte rn .

B row der, a p p ly ing  the line  to  A m erica , repeats i t  lik e  a phono­
g raph  record. “ A t  th is  m om ent,”  he says, “ the  re sp on s ib ility  fo r  
con tinu ing  th is  w a r lies, before a ll, upon the B r it is h  and F rench  
im p e ria lis ts .”

We have cited the sections o f the la te s t docum ents w h ich  m ake 
c lear w h a t the new line  means: support o f H it le r ,  m asked as sup_ 
p o rt o f his “ peace”  po licy. However, even dressed up w ith  the " tw o  
stages”  the o ry  o f D im itro v , th a t line  w ou ld  be too unpa la tab le  a 
dose fo r  even the m embers o f the C om m unist pa rties, n o t to  speak 
o f the im p o ss ib ility  o f se lling  th is  line  to the masses outside the 
S ta lin is t organ iza tions.

Sweetening Stalin's Peppery Dish
The line  is the re fo re  encased in  rad ica l language such as the 

S ta lin te rn  has n o t em ployed since 1933. I t  is  offered in  a casing o f 
ta lk  abou t the “ soc ia lis t re vo lu tio n ", the “ ba n k ru p tcy  o f c a p ita l­
ism ” , etc. T h is  rad ica l verb iage has no o th e r fu n c tio n  than to  serve 
as sugar-coating , as ornam enta tion , to  the  decidedly b itte r, u t i l i ta r -  
an core: suppo rt o f H .t le r  in  the present w a r. The rad ica l coa ting  

is w h a t the judges ca ll o b ite r d ic ta : w ords and opln 'ons w h ich  are 
rre levan t and separable fro m  the p ra c tica l conclusion w h ich  is enr- 
oodied in  a judge ’s decision.

The rad ica l s -g a r-c o a tin g  is, indeed, in  fla g ra n t con tra d ic t'o n  to 
the p ra c tica l conclusion reached. F o r  exam ple, D im itro v  quotes th is  
from  Le n in : “ The cha rac te r o f the w a r depe ids no t on who a ttacked  
and on whose side the ’enem y’ is, b u t on w h ich  class is w a g in g  the 
w ar, w h a t po licy  is be ng continued by the g.ven w a r.”  I f  th .s  ve ry  
correc t quo ta tion  fro m  Len in  were m ore than sugar-coa ting  fo r  the 
document, i t  would be im possib le fo r  D im itro v  to  go on to  ta lk  o f 
tw o  stages, in  one o f w h ich  G erm any was the aggressor and the 
present one in w h ich  E ng land  and F rance are the aggressors. F o r  
w h a t is Len in  say ing?  He is denying, repud ia ting , the concept o f 
“ aggressor” ; he doesn’t  care who attacked.

F o r th is  ve ry  reason, Len in  refused to m ake any d is tin c tio n  be­
tween the tw o  w a rr in g  im p e ria lis t camps. T h a t G erm any made 
peace w ith  the Soviet U n ion  in  M arch, 1918, and th a t a few  m onths 
la te r bo th A u s tro -H u n g a ry  and G erm any were seeking peace w h ile  
the A llie s  pressed fo r  a  v ic to rio u s  conclusion— th is  made no d iffe r­
ence w hatsoever to  Len in  in  cha rac te ris ing  bo th  camps a3 im p e r­
ia lis t  w a rr in g  camps, and c a llin g  fo r  class w a r aga ins t bo th  camps. 
D im itro v  has the e ffro n te ry  to  quote Len 'n  fo r  w indow -dressing, a l l 
the b e tte r to  advocate a p o licy  w h ich  is the opposite o f th a t w h ich  
Len in  advocated!

The rad ica l suga r-coa ting  is  also in  f la g ra n t con tra d ic tio n  to  the  
tru th . “ The C om m unists” , says the m an ifesto , "have a lw ays fo u g h t 
aga inst such a w a r. They w arned the w o rk in g  people aga 'n  and 
again th a t the ru lin g  classes were p re pa ring  a de s tru c tive  and 
bloody s la ug h te r fo r  hundreds o f m illio ns  o f people.”  B u t as la te  as 
Sept. 17, a few  sh o rt weeks ago, the S ta lin is ts , as we have seen, 
were s t i l l  to u tin g  th is  w a r as a w a r fo r  dem ocracy!

Why the Press Passes this Counterfeit
The rad ica l su g a r.co a tin g  resembles the  re v o lu tio n a ry  p o lic y  o f 

Len in  ju s t about as m uch as the com m od ity  sold in  a house o f pros­
t itu t io n  resembles love. The S ta lin is ts  are, nevertheless, no t alone 
in  pedd ling  th is  co u n te rfe it as the  rea l coin. They are be ing ab ly  
supported in  th is  obscene business by the c a p ita lis t press. “ Reds 
urge w o rld  re v o lt” , says the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es headline, and the 
o th e r papers d iffe r  on ly  in  be ing m ore sensational. W hy  are the y  
so in s is ten t upon he lp ing  the S ta lin is ts  pass o f f  th is  c o u n te rfe it?  
F o r  one reason o n ly : the  S ta lin is ts  are hopelessly vu lne rab le  to  re­
pression, be ing iden tified  by the masses as a too l o f H it le r ;  the S ta l­
in is ts  are labe lled revo lu tiona ries  by  the cap ita lis ts , p rec ise ly  in  
o rder to  assault a il rea l revo lu tiona ries . A s  the  S ta lin is ts  made an 
am algam  between revo lu tiona ries  and fasc is ts  in  o rd e r to  destroy 
the revo lu tiona ries  in  the  purges, the  ca p ita lis ts  are m a k in g  an 
am algam  between S ta lin is ts  and revo lu tiona ries  in  o rder to  a tte m p t 
to  destroy the  revo lu tionaries.

A Balance Sheet of the Peoples Front
The ca p ita lis ts  are everyw here on the offensive aga ins t the re v ­

o lu tionaries . T h is  is  a  period o f s ta rk  reaction , no question abou t it .  
x h a t i t  is such a period, the S ta lin ;Sts have made possible as fa r  as 
.ay w ith in  th e ir  power. In  c los ing  th e ir  books fo r  the  peoples f r o n t  
period, the S ta lin is ts  are constra ined to  m ention  a 'l th e ir  fo rm e r 
pa rtne rs  in  crim e. B row de r says: “ The pres ident and his a d m in is tra ­
tion  . . . m akes use o f its  fo rm e r prestige  am ong the masses to  
secure th e ir  acceptance o f the p ro g ra m  o f W a ll S tree t.”  B u t w ho 
provided Roosevelt w ith  h is  “ fo rm e r”  p restige?  W ho con tribu ted  
m ore zealously than  the S ta lin is ts?  W ho concealed his every c rim e  
u n t il today?  W ho called his W P A  slashes the w o rk  o f others, w ho 
supported his “ n e u tra l ity ”  and a rm am en t program , m arsha lled  the 
trade un ions under h is  banners, e tc .?  D im itro v  says: “ The Socia l- 
Dem ocratic, D em ocra tic  and R ad ica l flunkeys o f the bourgeoisie are 
brazen ly d is to r tin g  the a n ti- fa s c is t slogans o f the peoples f ro n t  and 
are us ing them  to  deceive the  masses.”  B u t the slogans are no t d is ­
to rted , they are the slogans o f the  peoples f ro n t— w r itte n  by  the 
S ta lin is ts  d u r in g  the la s t five  years, and the S ta lin is ts , by u n it in g  
w ith  these "flu nke ys  o f the bourgeois ie”  in  the peoples f ro n t  and the 
F rench governm ent, gave these flunkeys a  new lease on life , helped 
them  smash the F rench w o rk in g  class.

“ The peoples f ro n t  ta c tics  pursued In recent yea r3” , says D im ­
itro v , “ helped the Spanish, people to  wage an arm ed s tru g g le  fo r  
tw o  and a h a lf years” — and, as h is to ry  testifies, doomed th a t  s tru g ­
gle to  defeat. “ I t  made i t  possible” , D im itro v  goes on, “ fo r  the  p ro ­
le ta r ia t o f F rance to  ob ta in  considerable social ga ins” — w here are 
the ga ins ? The peoples f r o n t  m ovem ent, D im itro v  has the e ffro n te ry  
to  say, "m ade i t  possible to  postpone fo r  a  tim e  the ou tb reak  o f the 
E uropean w a r.”  W as th a t the  e ffec t o f the peoples f ro n t  votes—  
in c lud in g  the votes o f the S ta lin is ts — fo r  m il i ta ry  loans to  Poland, 
fo r  F rench arm am ents, fo r  D a lad ie r as p re m ie r?  The S ta lin is ts  
change th e ir  line, b u t n o t its  p redom inan t c h a ra c te ris tic : a fa b ric  
o f fou l, brazen lies.

T hanks to  the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  S ocia l-D em ocra tic  and b o u r. 
geois a llies  in  the peoples fro n t, the  masses o f Europe were de liv ­
ered bound hand and fo o t to  the w ar-m akers .

N ow  the S ta lin is ts  change . . . w a r camps. T h a t is  the on ly  
change the y  m ake: fro m  one im p e ria lis t cam p to  the  other.

The Third Camp
A g a in s t bo th  these camps the irreconclleab le  w a r  o f the  w o rk ­

in g  class m ust be waged. N o t in  a lliance w ith  e ith e r o f these camps, 
b u t in  deadly con flic t aga inst bo th  o f them, w i l l  the masses o f the  
w orld  secure th e ir  em ancipation  fro m  w a r and a ll the o th e r ev ils  
o f cap ita lism . N e ith e r the cam p o f H itlC r-S ta lin  no r th a t o f D a l- 
ad ier-C ham berla in -R ooseve lt! The th ird  camp, the cam p o f revo lu ­
tio n a ry  s tru g g le  aga ins t w a r— th a t is  the place fo r  the w o rke rs  of 

11 Jhe w o rld .
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O enero l U n n n q e r:  
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E d ito r  :
M AX 8HACHTMAN

A sso d a le  E ditors: _______KM A NITRI. OARRETT
A ssistant M n n n tie r:  

SHERMAN STANLEY

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
8. A  Twenty-Bl'llon dollar Federal p.bUc work* * * 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty—$SO-weeltIy minimum wage— 80- 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
6. Th irty  dollar weekly cld-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum on any and a ll wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u l social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

India and the War
I f you want to understand why what the news­

papers call “this peculiar war" has not broken 
out into a series of round-house battles on the 
Western Front, take a look at the situation in 
India.

The hundreds of millions of British s’aves in 
India long for nothing so much as their indepen­
dence from the imperia ist rule which has 
brought tntm untold and unspeakable sufferings 
for generations. It is no easy matter for even the 
c.everest B i  itish propagandist to wor : them up 
to a high pitcn of indignation against “German 
fascism” and its wed-known horrors, for the 
Indian masses have anvays fe.t the barbarism 
of dictatorial rule perpetrated on their own hides 
by tne Britisn ru ing class.

W ith the sound instinct that rarely fails the 
masses, they now feel that, as the Irish a’ways 
say, Eng.and s cifficu'ty is their opportunity. 
W ith  the British imperia ists engaged on the 
Western Front, involved in a new world war. the 
Indian people realize that now is the time for 
them to strike off the fetters of colonial slavery. 
And they are. of course, one hundred percent 
right, and every genuine pro ressive, every con­
sistent and not merely phrasemongering demo­
crat, will enthusiastically wish the Indians win 
against the British pigs who lord it over them.

That is precisely what England fears. Cham­
berlain and Co. understand that the very exist­
ence of the old British Empire is imperilled, and 
along with it the very existence of the noble gen­
tlemen who have fattened on it for generations. 
The crisis— the war— is speeding the inevitable 
disintegration of that Empire.

How the British would like to come to a com­
radely agreement with the German bandits! How 
they would like to call off this war! How they 
would like to combine— naturally, on their own 
terms— with French and German and Italian im­
perialism for a joint partition of the “still avail­
able” areas of exploitation— above all, the Soviet 
U nion !

Only, Chamberlain, like Hitler, is not com­
plete master of his destiny. The conflicts, rival­
ries and contradictions among the imperialist 
bandits themselves have been proved, by the real­
ity of the war, to be so sharp that with the best 
will in the world, poor Chamberlain could not 
avert it.

But whether averted or not. the old Empires 
are doomed. One way or another, the oft-exor­
cized specter of revolution continues to haunt the 
living and waking hours of the ruling classes. 
This war will never run its full, “normal” course 
without revolutionary interruptions everywhere. 
W hat it will be tomorrow is difficult to predict. 
Right now, it is India, which is seething with 
revolutionary ferment.

All power to the mighty arms of the niu’ti- 
millioned Indian masses! Now is their chance to 
strike a death-blow at imperia’ist rule— just as 
our chance, in this country, will surely present 
itself in the days to come.

Lee • • • and Debs
Among the statements issued on Browder's 

speech at Boston announcing the new Stalinist 
line in this country, the one of M r. Algernon 
Lee, of the Social. Democratic Federatio, is not 
the least interesting.

“W e Social Democrats are proud to be at-

breeds, native as well as imported. Our big job 
at present is to help the public to distinguish 
social democracy, the socialism of Debs and 
Berger and Hillquit, from the poisoned substi­
tute that Browder is offering.”

When M r. Lee speaks of the “socialism” of 
Victor Berger and Morris Hillquit, he not only 
feels at home and knows what he is talking 
about, but he is undoubtedly true to himself.

But when he speaks in the same breath of 
Eugene Debs, he displays more impudence than 
this otherwise prudent and elderly gentleman is 
accustomed to show.

Lee and his friends are supporters of the im­
perialist war. They are servants of the American 
ruling class, its attorneys and apologists, just as 
Browder and Co. are the agents of the Moscow 
auto 'racy. Lee declares:

“No one is going to be really deceived by the 
pretense that France and Great Britain, aided 
and abetted by President Roosevelt and his W all 
Street friends, are waging an imperialistic war 
against Germany. . . I t  is worth noting, how­
ever. that in this country Fritz Kuhn’s Bund and 
all the fascistic adventurers got ahead of Brow­
der in taking up this line of attack.”

And this apologist for the war-mongers has 
the effrontery to speak of himself as a protag­
onist of the “socialism of Debs” ! Lee defames 
the Bo’shevik Revolution of November 1917 as 
a “counter-revolution.” Debs proudly proclaimed 
himself a Bolshevik from his toes to the crown 
of his head. Lee defames all opponents of Amer­
ican imperialism (not merely the Stalinist 
pseudo-opponents, but the genuine revolution­
ary opponents) as agents or friends of the Ger­
man Nazis, jpebs replied in excoriating and con­
temptuous terms to the scoundrelly patriots of 
the last World W ar who accused him and fel­
low-socialists of being German agents, friends of 
tne Kaiser. Lee is out recruitin; tor the French, 
English and American Empires in the Second 
W orld W ar. Debs said, in the Appeal to Reason 
of Sept. 11. 1915:

“ It matters not to me whether this war be 
offensive or defensive, or what other lying ex­
cuse may be invented for it, I  am opposed to it, 
and l would be shot for treason before I  would 
enter such a war.

“ I f  I  were in Congress I  would be shot before 
I  would vote a dollar for such a war. . .

“ 1 have no country to fight for; my country 
is the earth; and I am a citizen of the world.

“ I would not vio.ate my principles for God, 
much less for a crazy Kaiser, a savage Czar, a 
degenerate king, or a band of pot-bellied para­
sites.

“But wl i ’e I have not a drop of blood to shed 
for the oppressors of the working class and the 
robbers of the poor, the thieves and looters, the 
brigands and murderers, wkpse debauched mis­
rule is the crime of the ages, I have a heart-full 
to shed for their victims when it shall be needed 
in the war for their liberation.

“ I  am not a capita ist soldier; I  am a prole­
tarian revolutionist. I  do not belong to the regu­
lar army of the plutocracy, but to the irregular 
army of the people. 1 refuse to obey any com­
mand to fi Tit from the ruling class, but I will 
not wait to be commanded to fight for the work­
ing class.

“ I am opposed to every war but one: I  am for 
that war with heart and soul, and that is the 
world-wide war of the social revo ution. In that 
war 1 am prepared to fight in any way the ru ing 
class may make it necessary, even to the barri­
cades.

“That is where I stand and. where I believe the 
Socialist Party stands, or ought to stand, on the 
question of war."

Compare this bold, ringing declaration of de­
fiance of Debs, the proletarian revolutionist, with 
the cowering, snivelling servitude to. imperialism 
of Lee, the “social democrat”— and you will get 
the full measure of Lee's ghoulish inso’ence in 
even daring to mention the name of Eugene Debs 
to sanctify his own crimes.

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

----------- By Arthur Hopkins --------------
R a ym o n d  C la p p e r c it in g  the  d a n g e r o f the  Roose­

v e l t  spy h u n t sa y s : “ W e a re  n o t a t w a r  and e v e ry  
A m e r ic a n  has the  r ig h t  to a rg u e  as to w h a t o u r 
be s t cou rse  shou ld  be. I t  is  o n ly  a f te r  we d e c la re  
w a r  w hen the  t im e  fo r  a rg u m e n t is  o v e r .”  L ik e  a 
tru e  lib e ra l C la p p e r th in k s  fre e d o m  o f th o u g h t is 
a f in e  th in g — e x c e p t w hen i t ’s ne cessa ry .

•  *  *

In  London  a l l venom ous snakes, b la c k  w id o w  
s p id e rs , sco rp io ns , and o th e r dangerous  in sec ts  o f 
the  London  zoo w e re  d e s tro yed  as a w a r  p re c a u ­
t io n . H o w e ve r, the m o s t venom ous in sec ts  o f th e m  
a l l,  the  bosses, a re  s t i l l  a t  la rg e .

B e r tra n d  R u sse ll, sp e a k in g  in  S an ta  B a rb a ra , 
sa i d th a t “ a f te r  th re e  o r  fo u r  m o re  w a rs  people 
w i l l  be w i l l in g  to  be u n d e r in te rn a tio n a l la w . "  B u t 
the  S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  in te nd s  to  m a ke  th is  
t io n a l w o rk e rs ’ la w .
th e  la s t  w a r  be fo re  th e  w o r ld  is  u n d e r in te rn a -  

*  •  •

A . P . G ia n n ln i,  a p p ro a c h in g  70, ackn ow led ge d  
th a t  “ th is  is  a young  m a n ’s d a y .”  T he  c h a irm a n  
o f the  b o a rd  o f the  fa r - f lu n g  T ra n s a m e r ic a  C o r­
p o ra tio n  sa id  in  an in te rv ie w , “ a lth o u g h  I ’m  s t i l l  
c h a irm a n  o f th e  b o a rd , I 'm  re a lly  on  th e  s h e lf:  I  
le a v e  e v e ry th in g  to  the  you ng  m e n .”  H o w  a b o u t 
th e  sw ag?

S O C I A L  I S  T A P P E A L

■'■■■ By Dwight Macdonald —

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
The Color Line in Culture

W aite  P h illip s  is  a Tulsa, O klahom a, o il m ag­
nate— an “ o ilig a rch ,”  in  T im e ’s vocabu lary. M r. 
P h illips , a g re a t pub lic  bene facto r o f Tulsa, re ­
cen tly  tu rned  over h is b ig  I ta lia n -s ty le  m ansion 
to  be used as an A r t  Center. The o th e r day the 
A r t  C enter had its  g rand opening. E v e ry  one in  
T u lsa  was there, except those whose sk ins  hap­
pened to  be b lack. T h e ir presence was m ost d is ­
t in c t ly  n o t requested. B u t the T u lsa  o iliga rchs  
are broad-m inded. They recognize th a t i t  would 
be un ju s t to  exclude the c ity ’s Negroes fro m  the 
c u ltu ra l advantages o f the A r t  Center. Therefore, 
accord ing to  T im e  fo r  Novem ber 6: “ One T hu rs ­
day a m on th  w i l l  be set aside as J im  C row  day 
a t the A r t  Center.”

Blood Money
Bourgeois econom ists la m en t the disappearance 

o f the  economic f ro n t ie r  in  A m erican  cap ita lism . 
B u t the re  does e x is t one la s t g re a t economic 
fro n t ie r  fo r  w o rld  cap ita lism , one rem a in ing  m a­
jo r  m a rk e t fo r  the  consum ption o f m anufactu red  
goods— a fro n t ie r  w h ich  is a t present located be­
tw een the W estw a ll and the M ag in o t L ine . The 
bom bing plane, fu rthe rm o re , has extended the 
range o f th is  s o rt o f "consum ption  ’ fro m  the ac­
tu a l ba ttle fie lds  to  the whole o f Europe. The beau­
ty  o f a ir  ra ids  on in d u s tr ia l centers, fro m  an 
economic p o in t o f v iew , is th a t no t on’ y  are 
la rge  qu an titie s  o f those expensive and com ­
p lica ted  mechanisms called bombs used up, b u t 
th a t th e ir  consum ption destroys even vaste r 
am ounts o f o ther m achines and com m odities on 
the ground. Thus is created a double-barre lled 
m a rk e t fo r  goods: to  replace those destroyed, and 
to  destroy s t i l l  others.

M e re ly  on the s tre n g th  o f such rosy prospects, 
ou r ow n c a p ita lis t system  in  the la s t few  m onths 
has taken a new lease on life . The N .Y . T im es 
w eek ly  index o f business a c t iv ity  has risen fro m  
^2.3 o f “ n o rm a l”  in  the week ending A u g u s t 26 
:ast to  104.7 in  the week ending O ctober 28. Sec­
re ta ry  o f Commerce H opk ins has reported th a t 
the n a tion a l incom e was $50,800,000,000 in  the 
f ir s t  nine m onths o f th is  year, as aga inst $48,- 
<00,000,000 in  the same period la s t year. The 
A m erican  F edera tion  o f Labor, in  its  m on ’.h ly  
.jus.ncss survey, sta tes th a t since the w a r cris 's  
began to  sharpen a t the beg inn ing o f A ugust, 
about one m illio n  and a q u a rte r A m erican  w o rk ­
ers have found jobs.

The N ew  Deal has been a d m in is te rin g  to  A m e r­
ican cap ita lism  various re fo rm is t “ shots in  the 
a rm ”  fo r  the la s t seven years. B u t a ll sections o f 
.ourgeois op in cn, fro m  the A F L  bureaucracy to  
the b ig  business press, agree th a t the ou tb reak o f 
the w a r has done m ore fo r  A m erican  business 
than a n y th in g  ever pu lled  ou t o f the h a t by 
Roosevelt and his b ra in  trus te rs . T h is  is f la t ly  
s tated by the  A F L  business survey, and i t  is 
c a ito r.a lly  echoed by the  N .Y . Ti.ne3, ch ie f news­
paper voice o f b ig  bus .ness. ‘ M uch as one m ay 
deplore a business boom a ris in g  ou t o f the tra g ­
edy o f w a r,”  w rite s  the T im es in  its  usual sanc ti­
m onious s ty le , “ i t  is  s ig n ifica n t th a t the  m ere 
expectation o f w a r demand has done m ore fo r  
recovery than  ou r ac tu a l G overnm ent spending 
p rogram .”

I t  is cheering to  lea rn  th a t r ig h t  in  the  m ids t 
o f the w a r, the re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis ts  o f 

' the B r it is h  M il i ta n t  Labour League have decided 
to  trans fo rm  th e ir  exce llent l i t t le  paper, the M il i .  
ta n t, fro m  a m o n th ly  to  a fo r tn  g h J y . O u r com ­
rades fro m  the  M .L .L . rem ain as beforg the 
c learest voices in  the consis tent soc ia lis t s trugg le  
aga ins. w a r there. The fa c t th a t they have com­
bined p o lit ic a l c la r ity  w ith  a p ra c tica l knowledge 
o f how to  fu n c tio n  fre m  day to  day in  the o ffic ia l 
Labour m ovem ent augurs w e ll fo r  the  fu tu re  
progress o f re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lism  in  
Eng land.

In  the cu rre n t issue o f the  M il ita n t  they define 
th e ir  stand In an a rtic le  en titled  “ W o rk in g  Class 
A tt i tu d e  to  W a r”  as fo llow s :

“ T h is  present w a r is a th o ro ug h ly  rea c tion a ry  
w ar. The B r it is h  c a p ita lis t class have em barked 
upon i t  in  o rder to  preserve th e ir  own colon ia l 
possessions, th e ir  own fo re ign  investm ents aga in ­
s t the g ro w in g  menace o f G erm an im peria lism . 
The w o rk in g  class have no possessions in  the co l­
on es, no investm ents. They have no th in g  to  de­
fend except th e ir  liv in g  standards and th e ir  dem ­
oc ra tic  r ig h ts  w h ich  are threatened by the  w ar, 
and these m ust he defended aga inst the  ca p ita l­
is ts  w’ho are a lready a tta c k in g  them . The enemy 
is in o u r ow n coun try , i t  is  ou r ow n ru lin g  class. 
The on ly  v ic to ry  w h ich  can b rin g  any benefit to  
the w o rk in g  class is the v ic to ry  over the e xp lo it­
ers. O n ly  the ove rth row  o f cap ita lism  and the 
estab lishm ent o f socialism  can end w ars, e x p lo it­
a tio n  and po ve rty  fo r  a ll t im e .”

C on tras t th is  unequivocal presen ta tion o f the 
in te rn a t.o n a lis t w o rk in g  class stand aga inst w a r 
w ith  th a t o f the cen tris ts  in  the Independent 
Labour P a rty  as expressed in  the la te s t issue o f 
its  paper,, the New  Leader, to  reach here. T h a t 
paper ca rries  as its  m ain head: “ W ill R evo lu tion  
in  G erm any E nd the W ar.”  The headline its e lf

* could ju s t  as easily be the lead in  the Conserva­
tiv e  T im es. A s a m a tte r o f fac t, the en tire  cap i­
ta lis t  press o f G rea t B r ita in  fea tu res re vo lu tion  
. . .  in  Germ any.

The a rtic le  in  the I.L .P . paper takes up m ost 
o f its  space w ith  a descrip tion  o f the poss ib ilities  
o f an o ve rth row  o f the  H it le r  regim e. O nly to ­
w ards the end does i t  rem .nd its e lf  th a t  "w e 
m ust s tr iv e  to  secure than  when th is  w a r ends 
( is  i t  p resum ably to  end on ly  in  one w ay, by  revo . 
lu tio n  in  G erm any?— P.G.S.) the  system  o f cap i­
ta lism  w h ich  causes p o ve rty  and w a r ends w ith  
it ,  and th a t here, too (w e ll, w e ll— E d.) we begin 
to  bu ild  a S ocia lis t B r ita in  and a S oc ia lis t W orld .”

The I.L .P .’s “ in te rn a tio n a lism ”  has a lw ays been 
s trang e ly  coupled w ith  a p e cu lia rly  na tio n a lis t 
behavior o f its  ch ie f p a rlia m e n ta ry  spokesman, 
James M axton . Here is an exam ple o f M ax to n  
p resen ting  the I.L .P . position, so to  speak, a t  a 
tim e  when an ti-M u n ich  sen tim en t ran  h igh  in  
the  Commons:

Great Expectations
B u t i t  is also s ig n ifica n t— and a l i t t le  w o rry in g  

— th a t so fa r  the whole w a r boom has been based 
on n o th in g  b u t expectations. The Septem ber m er­
chandise exports  o f the U n ite d  S tates were 17% 
h ighe r than they  were in  the  same m on th  la s t 
year. B u t th is  increase was no t to  any g re a t 
ex te n t in  w a r goods: over a th ird  o f i t  was in  
co tton , shipped under the  subsidy plan, and the 
res t was la rg e ly  o th e r a g r ic u ltu ra l products. The 
w a r demand hasn’t  ye t m ate ria lized . Steel p ro ­
duction  has gone up to  over 90% o f capac ity , and 
m ore steel is now being produced per week than  
ever before in  ou r h is to ry . B u t th is  is a l l based 
on the expecta tion  o f fu tu re  w a r orders. A nd  i f  
the  w ar fa i.s  to become ‘ serious”  in  the n e x t few  
m onths, o r if ,  even worse, some s o rt o f peace Is 
patched up, then A m erican  business w i l l  f ind  i t ­
se lf fa r  ou t on a lim b .

The C ontinenta l Steel C o rpo ra tion  recen tly  an­
nounced th a t i t  was se ttin g  aside in  a  special 
fu n d  the equ iva lent o f tw o -m o n ths ’ earn ings as a 
“ reserve fo r  contingencies.’ ’ The “ con tingency”  I t  
sta ted in  these f ra n k  te rm s: “ The w a r in  E urope, 
tog e the r w ith  a dom estic business im provem ent, 
has b ro ug h t about an in fla t io n a ry  cond ition  th a t 
could be ra p id ly  reversed i f  peace nego tia tions 
were effected.”  O r, in  p la in  language, peace w ould 
be a d isastrous b low  to  the C ontinen ta l Steel C o r. 
po ra tion , as to  o th e r A m erican  corpora tions.

The First Swallow
A .ready  the f irs t  sw a llow  o f sp rin g  has a rrived , 

a ha rb .nge r o f the fe r t i le  sum m ertim e in  store 
fo r  A m erican  cap ita lism  i f  on ly  the w a r  doesn’t 
pe ter out. T h is  is the repeal o f the Em bargo. 
W r it in g  in  la s t Sunday's T imes, A r th u r  K ro c k 1 
re a lis tic a lly  sum m arized its  sign ificance: “ The 
m a jo r .ty  in  Congress was persuaded th a t repeal 
o f the arm s em bargo was desirable fo r  tw o pa r- 
poses—to  remove the disadvantage i t  imposed on 
G reat B r .ta in  and F rance in  f ig h tin g  Germ any, 
a n .  to set up an in d u s tr ia l w a r ma nine in ;Ik  • 
L m te d  S tates in  the in te res t o f na tiona l se-| 
c u ru y .”

As to  the f irs t  po in t, i t  is repo ted lh a t tVi<>| 
av .a tion  in d u s try  has a lready received fro m  the 
A llie s  $170,000,000 w o rth  o f plane o rd e is  Eng j 
la n .  .s abou t to launch a $1,000,000 000 w a r o a n 1 
d r i \e  a m .n j  its  c tizens, .he proceeds fro m  w hich 
w i. i u n n . y  go to r  the purchase o f A m erican  m u­
n itions. W ashing .on o ffic ia ls  estim ate  th a t in  the 
n e x t few  weeks the A llie s  w i l l  p ’ace over here 
w a r  orders to ta llin g  $500,000,000, and in  the nex t 
e g h t m onths $2,000,000,000.

K ro c k ’s po in t aoou t repeal m a k in g  i t  possible 
to  bu Id up, b c fo ic  the U n ited  S tates enters the 
w a r, a b ig  na tive  m un itions  in d u s try  has also re ­
ceived fa c tu a l con firm a tio n  in  the la s t few  days 
P resident Rcosevelt has persona ly  urged th a t a 
stee l-producing cen ter be established on the P aci­
fic  Coast to  tu rn  ou t arm am ents. A lso, the F rench 
G overnm ent has announced th a t i t  is lend ing 
$5,000,000 to  tw o  A m erican  a irp lane  m a n .ia c -  
tu re rs  30 th a t they can expand th e ir  p lan ts  s u f­
f ic ie n tly  to  produce the huge num ber o f plane. 
F rance w i l l  need. Thus A llie d  cap ita l w i l l  be used 
to  help finance the expansion o f o u r in d u s tr ia ’ 
w a r machine. T h is  is w h a t A m erican  "n e u tra lity "  
means in  the  present w a r.

am  reasonable and ra tio na l. G rea t B r ita in  ( ! )  
never disarm ed, never w ith o u t g re a t resources 
o f men, money and m ateria ls , cou d sure ly  face 
up and say som eth ing de fin ite ! !) to  the pow erfu l 
d ic ta to r ia l na tions o f E urope.”

H is  speech g re e tin g  Cham berla in 's e ffo rts  a t 
M un ich  its e lf  created a scandal w h ich  is  s t i l l  re ­
membered. The social p a trio ts  used i t  to  g re a t 
advantage in  G rea t B r ita in  today. Thus, the Lo rd  
P rcvos t o f G lasgow, whom  we m en t oned in  a 
recent colum n, in  the course o f an a rtic le  in  F o r­
w a rd : ‘ E ven James M axton , the ch ie f spokesman 
o f the pacifis ts  in  P arliam ent, has ad m itte d  th a t 
the P rim é  M in is te r d id  eve ry th in g  possible to 
a v e rt the catastrophe .”

The d iffe rence between the I.L .P . stand and 
th a t o f the M il ita n t  Labour League is  the d iffe r­
ence between opportun is ts  to  whom  prog ram  is 
a m a tte r  o f ind ifference and revo lu tion is ts  who 
approach every problem  precise ly fro m  the po in t 
o f v iew  o f th e ir  fundam enta l p rogram .

*  » «

John M cGovern, another I.L .P . p a rlia m e n ta r­
ian, whose p o litic s  are no t m uch b e tte r than 
M a x to n ’s, nevertheless occasionally rises to  a fa -  
h ighe r level o f m ora l courage. The B r it is h  press 
te lls  th is  s to ry :

On Septem ber 2, when the dec la ra tion  o f w a r 
was being debated in  the House o f Commons. 
A r th u r  Greenwood, the leader o f the Labour P a r­
ty  g o t up to  m ake an impassioned speech p ledg­
in g  the support o f the social p a trio ts  to  the 
C ham berla 'n  governm ent. H is  r in g in g  jin g o is t ic  
phrases were greeted by “ m em bers o f a ll p a r­
ties ’ w ith  cheers and cries: “ Speak fo r  E n g . 
la n d !”  Greenwood reached the peak o f h is o ra to ry  
w ith  th is  sentence:

“ I f  we m arch  I  hope we sha ll m arch  in  com­
plete u n ity , and m arch w ith  F rance.”

Suddenly, the papers report, “ the re  was a d ra ­
m a tic  in te rven tion  by M r. John M cG overn.”

“ T u rn in g  round and fac in g  the crowded So­
c ia lis t benches, M r. M cG overn shouted: 'You peo­
ple don’t  in tend to  m arch, no t a dam n one o f 
yo u !' ”

The press a ttackèd  M cG overn 's rem arks  as " in  
bad taste.”  He was no t po lite  enough to  re fra in  
fro m  rem 'nd in g  the w a r-m ongering  Labour gen­
era ls behind the f ro n t th a t th e ir  generous pledges 
to  “ sacrifice a ll ’ were to be taken  ou t exc lus ive ly  
fro m  the hides o f the m illio n s  o f th e ir  trade union 
fo llow ers . Greenwood and Co., as is w e ll known, 
are am p ly  provided w ith  s o ft be rths in  the ad­
m in is tra t io n  a t the  rear.

*  *  *

M cG overn ’s commendable “ row dy ism ”  in  the 
House o f Commons is about the h igh  po n t  o f the 
I .L .P .’s c o n trib u tio n  to  the s trugg le  aga inst w ar. 
W h ile  we- adm ire  M cG overn 's sense o f the d ra ­
m a tic  we cannot re fra in  fro m  p o in tin g  o u t th a t 
even such com ple te ly  m iddle class po litic ian s  as 
the  elder L a F o lle tte  in  the U n ited  S tates Senate 
have in  th e ir  tim e  shown a s m ila r  d isregard  fo r  
the  am enities on occasion w ith  s im ila r  personal 
courage— w ith o u t the reby f n r t ,' w *ng the u ltim a te

Their By James Burnham

G overnm ent
A n y  lin g e r in g  doubts abou t the  rea l m eaning of 

Roosevelt’s N e u tra l ity  A c t, w h ich  honest men m ay 
have held on the basis o f Roosevelt’s ow n message to  
the Special Session and the Congressional debate 
w h ich  fo llow ed, should have been th o ro u g h ly  cleared 
up d u rin g  these few  days since the  A c t ’s passage. 
A nyone in  h is r ig h t  m in d  should now be able to see 
th a t  Roosevelt’s message was brazen dem agogy, and 
the debate, on both sides, shameless hypoertsy fro m  
beg inn ing  to  end.

Roosevelt and the Congressmen to ld  us, before­
hand, th a t the y  were t r y in g  to  w o rk  o u t the best 
p ro g ra m  fo r  “ keeping the U n ited  S tates o u t o f the 
w a r.”  A f te r  the A c t  became law , n o t a  sing le  com­
m en ta to r tr ie d  to  keep up the pretense any longer. 
A l l  o f the discussion centered on the questions o f how 
e xa c tly  the A c t  w ou ld  a ffec t the w a r, how  m anv hun­
dreds o f m illio n s  o f w a r  orders I t  w ou ld  b rin g , and 
how w o rld  sh ipp ing  w ou ld  be reorganized in  accord 
ance w ith  it .

In  a ll o f the European cap ita ls  the  passing o f the 
A c t  was recognized and p roc la im ed as a sm ashing 
v ic to ry  fo r  E ng land and France. P a ris  and London 
d idn ’ t  m ake any bones abou t i t :  they to ld  th e ir  peo­
ple how the A c t  b ro ug h t the  w e ig h t o f the  U n ited  
S tates in to  th e ir  side o f the scales.

W hat the Act Provides
The A c t  is supposed to estab lish e laborate re s tr ic ­

tions  w h ich  w il l  p reven t th is  c o u n try  fro m  becom ing 
“ invo lved.”  A s f in a lly  amended and passed, the im ­
p o rta n t re s tr ic tio n s  bo il down to l. t t le  m ore tha n  th is : 
tra v e l by U  S. c itizens and ships to  a sm a ll zone in 
the no rth  o f Europe is proh ib ited . C itizens, i f  they 
a:o o f the r ig h t sort, can a lw ays g e t special perm is­
sion. T h is  leaves about n ne ty U.S. ships, heretofore 
in the no rth  European trade, to su ffe r handicap. B u t 
even these n in e ty  ships w ill be ab le to  take  care o f 
ii.  ii.s, t. i io jj ic  w i I he n a n s ie ire d  to  fo re ig n  reg- 
• s s > >h i f  th t p onib t. on w ilt n o t ap p ly  to them. 
O the:s w ill la ke  the place o f B r it is h  and French 
sh.ps n: im a ily  sa i’in g  n on-esti-ic led zones, w h ich  
w ill be tta n s  ei red to  the no rth  A t la n t ic  routes.

There a so m any lo.ipnoi - i in the alleged p ro ­
viso ns ,aga inst g ra n tin g  c red it th a t  the y  w i l l  serve 
ch efiy to make the w a r conm i -rce as safe and p ro fit ­
able as possib e fo r  U.S. corpora tions.

The o r ig in s  plan to  p ro h ib it U.S. sh ips fro m  a ll 
b e llg e ie n . po rts  was dropped. W ith  the exception of 
the sm all "danger zone,' they can go  anywhere and 
c a rry  a n y th in g  except a im s. There is no re s tr ic tio n  
on sh ipm ent in io  Canada.

There are no re - tr ic t io n s  o f any so rt on w h a t U.S. 
business is p e im itte d  to  sell to the be lligerents. A n  
am endm ent th a t would have p roh ib ited  the e x p o it o f 
poison gas and flam e-th row ers was howled down ,n 
the Senate by a fo u r  to  one vote. T h is  vote was a 
ra th e r iro n ic  com m ent on the m ora l in d ig na tion  o f our 
dem ocra tic  ru le rs  over " inhu m an  m ethods o f w a r­
fa re .”

One Foot In
W ith  the  passing o f th is  A c t, the U n ited  States has 

one fo o t so lid ly  in  the w a r. F rom  now  on, th a t fo o t 
w i l l  be p u llin g  and s tra in in g  to  d ra g  the o the r a fte r  
it .

U n ite d  S tates in d u s try  becomes p a r t  o f the  a rm o ry  
o f B r ita in  and France. Indeed, th is  is  ju s t  the w ay in  
w h ich  T:he London papers p u t it.

B u t the A c t is no t an iso la ted event. I t  f its  in  ex­
a c tly  w ith  the o th e r moves o f the  A d m in is tra tio n  
since the w a r began. The arm ed forces o f the U n ite d  
S tates are also, in  th e ir  own way, a lready  in  the  w a r. 
The de c la ra tion  th a t the be 'lige ren t, Canada, would 
be defended by the U n ited  S tates aga ins t its  enemy 
in  e ffect places a U .S.-m anned M a g in o t L ine  around 
Canada. Ju s t as the F rench M a g in o t L ine , even when 
no shooting is go ing  on, a ffects the m il i ta r y  balance, 
so does the dec la ra tion  on Canada.

Roosevelt’s n e u tra lity  is no m ore genuine than  
w ou ld  be th a t o f the b iggest b u lly  on the  b lock who, 
a t the beg inn ing o f a s tree t f ig h t, w ou ld  say: “ I  am  
no t go ing  to  do any h .tt in g , yet. B u t I  am go ing to  
supp.y one o f the gangs w ith  a ll the rocks and 
b ricks  they  need. A nd  I  am go ing  to  keep an eye on 
m y special fa v o rite s : they can th ro w  rocks a t the  
o the r side as m uch as they w a n t, b u t i f  they ge t any 
in  re tu rn , y o u 'l l hear fro m  me.”

How W ill the Act A ffect the War?
I t  is  gene ra lly  conceded th a t a t the  beg inn ing of 

the w a r G erm an av ia tio n  was superio r to  both E n g ­
land and F rance combined, and G erm any’s fac to rie s  
were tu rn in g  planes o u t a t a fa s te r ra te  than  her 
enemies. T h is  rc la t on w ou ld  be reversed i f  and when 
the  flow  across the ocean o f U.S. planes— w h ich  are 
p robab ly  the best in  the w o rld — g o t in to  fu l l  s tride.

The experiences o f Spain and Poland, and o f E th i.  
op ia and China in  a less conclusive w ay, do n o t show 
th a t s u p e rio r ity  in  the a ir  alone can w in  a m odem  
w a r; b u t they seem to  ind ica te  th a t a ir  s u p e rio rity  is 
a v ita l and perhaps necessary fa c to r  in  w in n in g  a v ic ­
to ry  w h ich  is c.inched by o th e r means. A t  the very 
least, decisive s u p e r io r ity  in  the f i i r  seems able to 
para lyze tra n s p o rta tio n  and reconnaissance to  such 
an exten t as to  weaken v a s tly  the ground forces. 
W he the r planes can w in  o u t aga inst sea power is no t 
ye t established. »

G erm any is o f course fu l ly  aw are o f the a lte ra tio n  
in  the balance o f a ir  power w h ich  the U.S. ac tion  can 
b ring .

I t  seems to  me to  fo llow , there fore , th a t w ith in  the 
ne x t week o r tw o— m onth  o r  tw o  a t the longest—  
G erm any w i l l  be compelled to  “ begin the w a r in 
earnest.”  T h is  need no t mean a mass cam paign on 
the w estern fo rn t. B u t i t  w ou ld  mean actions design­
ed to ga in  and preserve s u p e r io r ity  in  the a ir :  a ir  
bom bardm ents o f s tra te g ic a lly  im p o rta n t ob jectives 
(a irfie lds , fac to rie s— especia lly those connected w ith  
plane m anu fac tu re— docks, key ra ilro a d  junctions, 
e tc .), and a b ig -tim e  cam paign on and under the 
sea.

I  consequently expect such moves in  the ve ry  near 
fu tu re . I  do no t see how they can be avoided. I£  they 
do not occur, on ly  one exp lana tion  seems to  me pos­
sib le : th a t, below the d ip lo m a tic  surface, re a lly  se ri­
ous nego tia t.ons are under w ay between E ng land and 
Germ any, and th a t H it le r  believes these nego tia tions 
are go ing  to  ge t results.

T he  B r it is h  g o v e rn m e n t ad v ise d  th e  H ouse o f 
C om m ons th a t  s p o rts m e n  m ig h t  be asked  to  m a ke  
s a c r if ic e s  to a id  w a r t im e  eco no m y. T he  g o ve rn ­
m e n t w as c o n s id e r in g  w h e th e r to  re s t r ic t  fo x  h u n t­
in g  and w as c o n s u ltin g  c o u n ty  w a r  c o m m itte e s  on 
the  a d v is a b il ity  o f p u t t in g  sheep to  g ra ze  on g o lf  
cou rses. T h is  im p e r t in e n t  sug ge s tion  m u s t be v o te d  
do w n ! M a ke  th e  w o rk in g  cads do the  s a c r i f ic in g —  
th e y  o u g h t to  be used to  i t  see ing  th a t  th e y ’ve  been 
d o in g  i t  a l l  th e ir  liv e s .

In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens

Voices Against the War 
on the Increase in England

“ I  am not a fighting; man. I  am not bellicose. I  struggle against war appreciably.


