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G-MEN FRAME UP TEAMSTERS UNION LEADERS
Workers of Manhattan and Bronx,
Your First-Choice Vote Must Go 
To Labor's A nti-W ar Candidates!

W ith last minute preparations completed for a whirlwind 
finish to the New York Councilmanic campaign, Max Shacht­
man and George L . Paine, candidates for the Bronx and 
Manhattan respectively, in their final statements on the eve 
of the elections, declared. “We are confident that many work­
ers of both boroughs will underscore the anti-war program 
of the Socialist Workers Party by casting their first choice 
votes this Tuesday for the only candidates who have publicly 
demonstrated their irreconcilable opposition to the second 
world war and the efforts of 
the Roosevelt administration 
to fling the American workers 
into it.”

Assured that their vote will 
equal in size the enthusiasm 
shown at election rallies for

in ttie Bronx and Manhattan  
have shown their Interest in the 
campaign, conducted a t tremen­
dous odds. I t  gives them the op­
portunity of casting a  protest 
vote against the w ar and against 
its Instigators and its apologists, 
bet the workers of both bor­

. oughs ra lly  to the candidates of
the anti-war program of the f the socialist W orkers P arty  in a 
Socialist Workers Party, can- manner that w ill make the insti- 
didates Shachtman and Paine I gators of w ar seriously contem- 
stated. "Thousands of workers | { C c M is w i P age 4)

Behind the Lines
By G E O R G E  S T E R N

-b ike1 Ita ly  Japan stands today 
between the w arring camps, un­
able as yet to decide where Its 
maximum advantage lies as an 
ally and its minimum disadvan­
tage as an enemy.

Realizing full well th a t I t  will 
be compelled to make a decision, 
Japan is making desperate e f­
forts to relieve the frustration It  
suffers in Its unconsummated 
conquest of China. B ut the grind­
ing pressure of Russia to  the east 
of it and the U S to the west of it  
Is making Itself Increasingly felt 
In Tokyo.

W hether the Japanese m ilita r­
ists like it or not. the develop­
ment of their adventure in China, 
as we have long foreseen, w ill be 
tied up closely w ith the course of 
the general war, the development 
of the w ar alignments, and the f i­
nal choice of the main battle­
fields.

jap an  was tied up in the an ti­
Comintern group w ith  Germany 
before the present European w ar  
naturally because it  seemed to 
promise the prospect of forcing 
Russia into a w ar on two fronts. 
Simultaneously the anti-British  
basis of the H itle r drive fu lly  sat­
isfied the Japanese who regarded 
B rita in  as the main obstacle to 
their expansion in China proper.

The H itler-S ta lin  pact seemeil 
momentarily to knock all these 
calculations Into H lrohlto’s cock­
ed hat. The govern nent respons­
ible fo r the axis policy was re­
moved >nd its amuas.sadjrs re­
called. Japan retracted visibly 
from all its prevlously-ostab id l­
ed policies with respect to tl»3 
different powers In order to leave 
the field clear for a fresh orienta­
tion. I t  signed the truce w ith  
Russia. I t  eased off the an tl-B rit- 
Ish campaign and the Tientsin  
blockade. I t  appointed a foreign 
minister who was boomed as the 
great and good friend of the U n­
ited States.

F o r a time i t  began to look as 
though the H itle r -  Stalin pact 
might have as one of Its results 
the tem porary patching up of 
Anglo-Japanese and even of A n­
glo-American differences in the 
interest of a new anti - Soviet 
alignment.

American pressure worked on 
all cylinders to bring this about. 
Roosevelt had already abrogated 
the 1911 trade treaty and sent his 
ambassador back to Tokyo there 
to deliver a resounding blast ag­
ainst Japanese m ilita ry  actions in 
China. Simultaneously, fighting 
units of the US fleet and air 
force began taking up battle sta­
tions in the Pacific. Great bomb­
ers were sent in formation to the 
Philippines. The m ajor fighting  
divisions were posted a t Pearl 
Harbor. Hawaii.

By last week the Japanese had 
been so deeply Impressed

they announced the opening of 
concurrent negotiations w i t h  
Britain  and the United States on 
the China Issue. B ut a  few  days 
before these talks were to begin 
there was another sudden shift. 
Thp Intent to negotiate was de­
nied. I t  became plain that the 
Japanese generals had forced 
postponement because they saw 
the renewed possibility of an axis, 
stretching this tim e from Tokyo 
through Moscow to Berlin and 
possibly still to  Rome. They 
know such a  bloc Is the ugly 
specter that haunts London and 
Washington like a  m lllgnant de- 
,tr»on. Molotov’s friendly referenc­
es to Japan last Tuesday did not 
exactly help exorcise the ghost.

The Japanese arm y mouthpiece 
in Tokyo, the Kokumin Shimbun, 
came out bluntly w ith  the state­
ment that Japan was subject to 
Russian and Am erican pressure 
and had to come to terms w ith  
one In order to deal w ith  the 
other.

And the arm y organ— no less 
violent In Its day against Russia 
than H itler's  papers— pronounced 
in favor of m aking a  rapproche­
ment w ith Russia a cardinal 
point of Japanese policy!

The tug-o f-w ar that shall now 
ensue is of fa r greater Import to  
.he w ar in general and to this 
country In particular than any- 
hlng that happens in the Bal­

kans.

C.P. SUPPORT 
OF KUOMINTANG 
SEEN AT END

Leading Chinese Stal­
inist Indicates New 
Line in Statement

it The Enemy Is A t H om e!"

By E . S A X E
The Chinese Communist Party, 

reacting sw iftly  to the coordinat­
ed change of Comintern and So­
viet foreign policy, is preparing  
to w ithdraw  its  support from  
Chiang-Kal-Shek and the Kuo­
mintang.

In  an interview w ith  Edgar 
Snow, author of "Red S tar Over 
China." published In the London 
Daily Herald o f Oct. 21. and 
marked “delayed by the censor." 
Mao Tse-Tung, leading Chinese 
Stalinist, recently returned from  
a visit to Moscow fo r purposes of 
“inform ation,” denied flatly that 
the Chinese Communist P arty  
had ever submitted to the Kuo­
mintang.

Mao claimed that the CPC pro­
gram was completely Independent 
ol the Kuomintang's, and aimed 
ultim ately a t “social revolution."

Asked whether Soviet troops 
would enter Inner Mongolia an-1| 
Manchukuo, the Stalinist chief 
answered: "Such action Is quite 
within the possibility of Lenin­
ism."

Mao declared that he supported 
Soviet policy in Europe as a "log­
ical part of world liberation, and 
the revolutionary movement." 
"Soviet help to Cffiina," he said, 
"depends on the continuance of 
the w ar against Japan, and clos­
et association w ith the USSR. 
China cannot be unified until the 
Kuomlntang dictatorship is abol­
ished and replaced by democracy 
:r. which the communists are rep­
resented."

A  Reuters dispatch from To­
kyo, published in the same Issue 
ol the Herald, but not yet official­
ly confirmed, declares that the 
Soviet Union has presented de­
mands to Chiang Kai-Shek, which 
include’ the entry of Soviet troops 
into Siankiang and Inner Mongol- 
¡a, and the sovietization of N orth­
west China.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Growing Protest Movement 
Challenges Watson Arrest

ONE DACHCHUND 
EQUALS ONE 
HUNGRY WORKER

According to the latest news 
from Nazi Germany, all dachs­
hunds over sixteen inces high 
must have ration carde en titl­
ing them to meat scraps from  
food shops.

As reported in the Socialist 
Appeal last week, hungry men 
and women in the democratic 
American c ity  of Gary, Ind., 
must be equipped w ith  licenses 
before they can hunt through 
garbage cans fo r scraps of 
food.

The moral is interesting. In  
the United States a needy per­
son rates as high as a German 
dachsund. But in the Germany 
of the hated H itler, a dachs­
hund rates as high as a free­
dom-loving American.

Canadian Defense Committee Calls Creation
\

O f American Watson Defense Fund a True 
Act of International Labor Solidarity

(S p e c ia l  t o  ( l ie  S o c ia lis t  A p p e a l )
TO R O N TO , Nov. 2— The Canadian F ran k Watson Defense Com­

mittee greets the American Watson Defense Fund!
The formation of the Watson Defense Fund In the United States 

is a  strik ing testimony to the international solidarity of the w ork­
ing class movement! . ■

The arrest and conviction of F ran k Watson, young Engllsh- 
Canodian w orker apprehended by the Dominion police for having 
publicly .denounced the Im perial- ».
lollst w ar and Canadian partici­
pation in it, on the streets of 
Toronto, represents the first 
abridgement of civil rights on 
the American continent as a  re­
sult of the outbreak of the new 
world war.

The Imprisonment of Watson
by the Canadian government has 
demonstrated to the h ilt his 
statement a t the now celebrated 
street-corner meeting that “De-

mocracy is the first casualty of 
the w ar."

Lying Testimony 
That the imperialist rulers of 

Canada could not abide this 
brave opponent of th ier w ar is 
demonstrated by the lying testi­
mony introduced by the prosecu­
tion in order to justify  the vicious 
sentence imposed on Watson. 

The witnesses, a soldier and 
l Continued on P a re  3)

F.B.I. Agents Engineer 
A nti-Union Cases 
In Preparation for War

Rive Union Leaders Face Unusually Severe 
Sentence and Fine for Allegedly Damaging 
Bakery Truck During 1938 Strike

Eight union officials, representing the teamsters union lo­
cals in Sioux City, Des Moines and Omaha, were placed on 
trial this week in Sioux City, in the latest of a series of 
prosecutions engineered by the G-men— U.S. Attorney Gen­
eral Murphy’s Federal Bureau of Investigation— on orders 
direct from Washington.

Meanwhile the third trial of W P A  strikers was proceeding 
in Minneapolis, where over 150 workers who participated in 
the nationwide W P A  strike have been indicted on evidence 
cooked up by the F B I. Eight were found guilty and four ac­
quitted in the first two trials.

Other trials instigated by the F B I against unions are 
shortly to take place in Washington, D. C., Cleveland, and 
other cities.
------------------------------------------- “ ♦  Thomas V. Smith, secre­

tary - treasurer o f  General 
Drivers Local 554 of Omaha, 
which bore the brunt of the

LONGSHOREMEN 
HALT COASTAL 
SHIPPING
Bosses Refuse Demands 
O f Men Despite Boom 
In the Industry

N E W  YO R K , Nov. 3— Coast­
wise shipping came to a  stand­
still today when 8,500 longshore­
men h it the picket line in a 
strike called by the International 
Longshoremen's Association in 
the Port o f New. York.

More than 70 ships are affect- 
:d by the IL A  strike to compel 
i. new contract from  nine steam­
ship companies. The strike- was 
sailed a fte r the operators had 
xjuntered demands of the long- 
jhore union fo r a wage increase 
i f  10 cents an hour and a reduc­
tion of the w ork Week to 40 
hours by a proposal «merely to 
ixtend the old contract now ex­
pired fo r an additional 90 days.

Despite a sharp Increase in 
shipping, the companies have ad­
am antly refused to make any 
concessions In w orking condi­
tions. They alibi their refusal 
w ith  the comment that coastwise 
fre ight rates have not gone up 
as have ocean going rates.

'Continued on P ace 2)

CAN WORKERS ACCEPT MOLOTOFF'S EXPLANATION?
i What Is the Record of Stalin's Policy?

.....  ......  I Stalinist foreign policy is, like all foreign policy, a continuation
UAUats*tmd"press*are' aUernpting to "poisoiT rei^t“ions” ‘ between''ute & f,lts  ‘f er“ al P°lit;cs - We have characterized both its  in ternal and

By F E L IX  M O RRO W
The Soviet press, echoed by the Stalinist press throughout the 

world, is complaining b itterly  that the Anglo-French-Am erican cap-

Soviet Union and Finland and the other Baltic countries. A  Moscow 
.•adio broadcast of Nov. 3 went fu rther: it  accused "certain powers" 
—obviously the "democratic" bloc"— of egging Finland into a  w ar 
against the Soviet Union.

I t  is certainly true that the Am erican press is being Inspired by 
the Roosevelt government to beat the drums for w ar against the 
USSR. In  the C ity  of F lin t incident, in the comment on Molotoff's 
speech, the retort of the W hite House, etc., it is clear that Washing­
ton is deliberately inciting a hostile attitude toward the Soviet 
Union, and Washington is, of course, acting in concert w ith  the 
British and French empires.

The "democratic" incitement against the Soviet Union is a fact 
and a  fact which should cause us to treat w ith  the greatest skepti­
cism all comment in the Am erican press on the relations of the 
Soviet Union w ith  Finland. But this fact does not exhaust the 
question. W e have at hand, not only "democratic" comment, but 
also Soviet statements, notably Molotoff's speech of Oct. 31, review­
ing foreign affairs before the "Supreme Soviet.”

The Stalinist regime today asserts it claim to the support o f  
the masses of the »world in all questions, Including the Finnish, on 
the ground that I t  defends the interests of the toilers of the world. 
The Soviet press suddenly reminds us that the demands on Finland 
are motivated by the need for defending "Leningrad, the cradle of 
the Socialist revolution."

Today as always, we are prepared to defend the cradle of the 
Socialist revolution. B iit is that the motivation of Stalinist foreign 

that policy?

externa! policy over many years as a policy serving the interests 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy and not the interests of the Soviet 
masses and the world w orking class.

When the Stalinists say they are defending the cradle of the 
Socialist revolution, the blood of those who made the revolution and 
were murdered by Stalin cries out In protest. When the Stalinists 
say they arc defending the interests of the world toilers, millions 
of m artyrs give them the lie: the revolutionists they murdered In 
Spain, the French working class which they shackled to its "o w n ’ i 
bourgeoisie in the Peoples Front, the Chinese masses whom they^ 
delivered— twice!— to Chiang-Kai-Shek, the American workers 
whom they taught to swear by Roosevelt, etc., etc. The entire record 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy confounds their belated claim that 
they are feeling in the interests of the world toilers!

The Stalinist bureaucracy comes before the court of proletarian  
public opinion w ith unclean hands. Never mind what the democratic 
Imperialists are saying —  that scarcely explains why millions of 
workers throughout the world, who are irreconcilably hostile to their 
"own" bourgeoisie, do not accept the Stalinist vers on of the annexa­
tion of Western Poland, and view w ith the greatest suspicion the 
Stalinist moves in the Baltic.

Molotoff's speech motivated the demands on Finland on the 
need for increasing the security of Leningrad. He denied any claims 
against Sweden and Norway, emphasized how modest the claims 
against Finland are, that compensation is provided for— in the way 
of land cessions, disarming the SovietFinnish frontier on the Kare­
lian isthmus, improved economic relations, etc.— and an assurance

that Finland's independence w ill in  no way be impaired.
Can the Finnish workers, or the revolutionary workers of the 

world, accept Molotoff's vers.on of the Finn.sh situation a t its face 
value ? . .

They cannot. The Krem lin has forfeited the right to the trust 
of the workers. W e need not recapitulate its reactionary course of 
the last fifteen years to demonstrate that. W e have only to refer 
to the most recent event— the invasion of W estern Poland.

W hat did the Krem lin ask the workers to do in connection w ith  
Poland ?

Molotoff's Promises —  Second Chapter
On Aug. 23, the day the S ta lln -H itier pact was signed, the 

Stalinists promised support of Poland against H itle r and called upon 
the workers to do likew.se:

"The people of Poland, whose national Independence is In 
imminent danger from the threats of fascist aggression and 
Chamberlain’s appeasement schemes, now as before realize the 
firm position of the Soviet Union in uncompromising support fo r 
their freedom and independence. And as they gather their 
strength to resist the fascist threats and to defend their na­
tional independence, this support w ill be continued and further 
strengthened.

" I t  is also clear that by entering into these negotiations for 
the conclusion of a pact of non-aggression w ith Germany, the 
Soviet Union is seriously weakening H itler's  hold upon the Ger­
man people.

", . . The Polish people w ill be fu rther encouraged to resist 
both the threats of fascist aggression and the underhanded con­
spiracies of the Municheers.” (D a ly  W orker, Aug. 23, 1939.)

'Continued on P ac e  3)

bosses’ blows in the successful 
struggle of the teamsters 
movement which finally cul­
minated in a contract cover­
ing 350,000 drivers and help­
ers in the North Central Area, 
comprising over a dozen 
states, has issued to the labor
press a detailed account of the
latest F B I frameup.

I t  is clear from  his account 
and the proceedings in the M in­
neapolis trials, that the F B I Is 
systematically persecuting the 
labor movement as p art of the 
Roosevelt government's prepara­
tions fo r dragging Am erica into  
the war. Roosevelt wants first to 
crush the labor movement, es­
pecially its most successful and 
progressive sections.

Brother Smith .concludes that 
the F B I is pursuing "a road 
which is surely leading to the 
development on Am erican soil of 
the pame sort o f anti-l^bor po­
litica l police which ht the Instru­
ment of the ferocious. dictator-, 
ships in Europe and. Asia.” E v­
ery w orker who reads his detail­
ed statement w ill agree w ith  him. 
W e publish i t  in fifll below:

By T H O M A S  V. S M IT H  
(Secretary-Treasurer,
Local 544, Omaha)

F B I agents, operating accord­
ing to a  prearranged plan, a t 4 
a.m. Saturday morning, Sept. 23, 
descended upon t£e homes of 
sleeping union officials in  the 
widely-separated towns of Sioux 
City, Des Moines and Omaha, ar­
rested six union officers and took 
them to ja il. Later, two more un­
ion officials were arrested. They 
were held on five separate indict­
ments fo r $40,000 cash bail.

Behind the arrests is a  story 
which should cause the gravest 
concern to every union man and 
woman in America.

This story begins back in July, 
1938, fifteen months ago. A t that 
time the bakery drivers in Sioux 
City, organized in the General 
Drivers Union, Local 383, A F L , 
were conducting a strike against 
the local bakeries fo r higher 
wages and better conditions. D u r­
ing the course o f that strike, the 
emloyers claimed that a bakery 
truck had been damaged near the 
Iowa-Minnesota state line.

The union questioned the claim  
of the employers that a truck 
had been damaged, emphatically 
denied that the union had any­
thing to do w ith  the incident, and 
charged that if  a truck had been 
damaged, in all likelihood it  had 
been done w ith the knowledge 
and consent of the employers as 
a means of influencing public 
opinion against the strik ing bak­
ery drivers.

The strike was eventually won. 
This Sioux C ity  bakery drivers’ 

(Continued on P age 3)
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The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
endorses the  B ige low  Pension 
P lan w h ich  is before the vo te rs o f 
Ohio in  the  fo rm  o f an amend­
m en t to  the Ohio C o ns titu tio n  
fo r  a popu la r re ferendum  on N o­
vem ber 7.

In  general, th is  p lan  is progres­
sive in  character, p a r t ic u la r ly  be­
cause, un like  the dem agogic and 
crack-b ra ined  plans o f elements 
iike  D r. Townsend, i t  is  based up­
on p ro v id ing  fo r  the needy aged 
th rou gh  fo rm s  o f ta x a tio n  w h ich  
w i l l  bear d ire c tly  upon those m ost 
able to  pay, the b ig  p ro p e rty  ow n­
ers and those w ith  la rge  incomes.

I t  is a plan w o rth y  o f  support, 
also, because i t  is no t proposed as 
an economic and social cure-a ll,

Out of Their Own Mouths

NO JOB IS TOO DIRTY FOR 
THE STALINIST PARTY

In  th e  
Labor 
Unions

■By B. J. W IDICK= *
The b last o f the  N a v y  D e pa rt­

m ent aga inst the C IO  th is  week 
cha rg ing  th a t  la bo r was seriously 
jeopa rd iz ing  na tiona l defense 
th rough  its  s trugg le  fo r  decent 
'wages and conditions was a dead­
ly  w a rn in g  o f days to  come.

I t  was in  line  w ith  the recent 
charge o f the C h rys le r Corp. th a t 
the au to  w o rke rs  un ion was sa­
bo tag ing  production.

Bdjth c la im s are one hundred 
per cent fram e-ups aga inst the 
ihbo r movement.

The auto w o rke rs  th ro u g h  R.
J. Thomas, président o f the C IO - 
U A W A . were able to  expose the 
fa k e ry  o f the C h rys le r slanders 
against labor. S im ila r ly , the CIO 
was able tdVprove that? the N a vy  
D eptJw asi re a lly  t ry in g  to  smash 
union cond itions and the labo r 
movement.'' "■'! ' ’ ’

On Guard!
S u re ly ,/ it  is. obvious th a t i f  the 

• b ig  co rpora tions  and the A m e ri- 
' dan M il ita ry  m achine are w illin g  

to go in  fo r  s tr ik e -b re a k in g  be­
fo re  w ar, labo r can expect n o th ­
in g  except ru th less suppression 
du 'riiig  ‘ w a r—■'unless a - te r r if ic  
s trugg le  doesn’t  take  place aga in­
st th iá  danger.

The s tra teg y  o f the  bosses and 
the m il ita ry  m achine is qu ite  s im ­
ple. “ N a tion a l Defense”  is on ly  an 
excuse. In  thé name o f na tiona l
d e f to ^ , - .  s tr ik e s  m ust be sup- ....... ..........  .....  _
pressed..W age cuts accepted, in - j plainSi the ta s k  was the establish- 
hum dh w o rk in g  conditions per- m ont o f a “ peace f ro n t ”  o f Eng- 
m lttéd .' O therw ise the w o rke rs  anc) France and the Soviet U n- 
are. ^ je o p a rd iz in g  n a tio n a l"  de-
fe n ^ . ” / '; . .. ,  •• : • -îV'fH

'U n d e r' th is  slogan, and by fo ­
m en ting  and u t il iz in g  a p a tr io t ic  
feeling», .the.'bosses-hope to  ho'g- 

. f:e the, la b o r  m ovem ent.
" 'Irhe jh i l i ta jy  maçhine . an­
nounces in  advance th a t  i t  w i l l  do 
m píe ,*hah  iSís! sharé to  he lp in  a 
un ion-busting  cam paign.

' r í, ‘Í
A Lesson from France

H b w 'th is  cam paign w il l  cu l­
m inate  in  the com plete suppres­
sion,; p fx the v iah b f m ovem ent d u r ­
in g  w a r , th ,e „b o s g e a  have. th e ir  
w â y f'w a js  revealed in  another 
“ derfioerftCy," "France, th is  week.

A ll? : ;Jabt>r : * is  requis itioned 
th ro u g h  a. special reg is tra tio n .

becomes ̂ .a so ld ier in  the fac­
to ry ; OStífejée’t  to ' m ilita ry  d isci­
pline.; He^jfan- no t q u it his job or 
leave i t .  w ithQ pt ..o fficia l perm is­
sion.'

A  yo 'fkcP 'm ay no t refuse to  ac­
cept anÿr’ îüost- to  W hich he is  o r ­
dered.. Hg; m ust w o rk  on holidays, 
w ith  o r w ith o u t pay, as the gov­
e rnm en t uteéS ‘f it .  ’

These ¿re; jt iá t*  th e  h ig h lig h ts  
of the new p lan decreed by the 
governm ent, in  p rac tice  they 
mean no shfip 1 com m ittee  nego ti­
a tions, no s trikes , no  sit-downs.

Labor is com pletely cbnscripted 
and aU life , ini the fà c tô ïÿ  o r out, 
is determ ined by th é  m ilita ry  ma­
chine. , This is  W hat •F’rénch im ­
p e ria lis t apologists s till ca ll 
' ‘democracy.** u ”  '

W ould  A m erica ' In  event o f w a r 
be any d iffe re n t ? W o iild  la b o r he 
g u a r  a  n  t  e n  d  i  t ' i  “ dem ocra tic 
r ig h ts ? ”  The a tt itu d e  o f  the 
N a vy  departm ent gives a c lear 
answer. N o ! ' ’M -D a ÿ '1'p lans in d i­
cate th a t a oo iïrse 'à îrn llà r to  th a t 
pursued in  i^ráhee W 'hlaartéd1 fo r  
Am erican labor. '

In  m a k in g  its  present s trugg le  
aga inst the  p lans o f th e  bosses 
and the m il i ta ry  m achine, the 
C IO  m ust le a rn  soon th a t a re a lly  
effective f ig h t ' can ensue on ly  i f  
f t  is  e levá te if tp^a  A g ite r  plane': 
à s tru g g le  'agg insV  Im p e ria lis t 
w a r Is the  ohl y  guarantee th a t 
labor w i l l  n o t 'b e  bbg tled  in thé 
fu tu re .

— ----- ■ - r  ------------

Statement of the Ohio S. W. P. 
On the Bigelow Pension Plan

b u t s im p ly  as a sound re fo rm  
based on the needs o f the  m ost 
dependent .section o f the masses 
and n o t add ing add itiona l b u r­
dens upon the wage-earners bu t 
upon those whose id le  w ea lth  
should be p u t to  some productive  
o r soc ia lly  beneficial use.

M any Weaknesses 
We recognize ce rta in  w e ak­

nesses in  the p lan as now propos­
ed, however, p a r tic u la r ly  in  the 
m ethod o f ta xa tio n  based on land 
ownership. A  b ig  loop-hole is le f t  
fo r  evasion in  th is  fo rm  o f ta xa ­
tion , f ir s t  in  the fa c t  th a t the 
g reatest source o f taxab le  w ea lth  
does no t lie  in  land values b u t in  
co rpora tion  and bank  surpluses 
and la rge  incom es; and secondly,

By JO S E P H  C A R T E R
A dd itio n a l p roo f o f the S ta lin ­

is t support o f H i t le r  in  the pres­
ent w a r is supplied by a  recent 
a rtic le  o f H a rry  Gannes. (D a ily  
w o rke r, O ctober 20, 1939).

In  his zealous defense o f the 
C om m unist P a r ty ’s polic ies o f 
yeste rday and today, Gannes suc­
ceeds in  show ing how a t each 
stage his p a r ty ’s course is deter- 
■n.ned by the reac tiona ry  needs 
,f the K re m lin  bureaucracy.

Before the ou tb reak  o f the 
p iesent w a r, the apolog ist ex-

.on aga inst fasc is t aggression. I f  
w a r had resu lted fro m  th is  a l l i ­
ance " tw o  fac to rs  would then 
have existed w h ich  do n o t and 
cannot ex is t in the  present w ar.

F irs t,  the a lliance would have 
had a genuine defense p rogram  
aga inst aggression” ; and sec­
ond, "T he  whole cha racte r Of the 
w a r by v ir tu e  o f the action  o f 
the Land o f Socialism  w ou ld  have 
changed the  cha rac te r o f such a 
w a r, lim ite d  the ob jectives Of the  
A ng lo -F rench  im peria lis ts  and 
w orked aga inst th e ir  dom ination  
o f the w o rld !”  ‘* ‘‘

In  o th e r words, i f  Russia were 
a llied w ith  A ng lo -F rench  im p e r­
ia lism  in  the present w a r i t  would 
be the d u ty  o f t ile  w o rk in g  claSs 
in  a il countries, accord ing to  G añ­
iles, to support th e ir  respective 
rea c tion a ry  governm ents in  the 
war. A nd there fore  i f  tom orrow  
the S ta lin -H itle r  a lliance is re­
placed by a S ta lin  a lliance w ith  
the “ democracies”  the Com m u­
n is t P a r ty  w i l l  once again be­
come the staunchest suppo rte r o f 
Cham berla in , D a lad ier, Roosevelt 
and the p ro -” dem ocra tic ”  w a r­
mongers.

In  such a w a r however, would 
the?e robber governm ents cease 
being im p e ria lis t, p reda to ry  re ­
gim es? Gannes contends th a t 
th e ir  im p e ria lis t a im s w ould  be 
“ lim ite d ”  by trie  Soviet Union. 
H ow ? W ould they libe ra te  the 
hundreds o f m illio ns  o f colon ia l 
peoples the y  now oppress ? W ould 
Eng land fo r  example, g ive na­
tion a l independence to the Ind ian  
people ? W ould  Roosevelt end his 
b ru ta l m il i ta ry  dom ina tion  over 
P uerto  R lcp? W ou ld  StaHn force  
the B r it is h 'a n d  F rench  a rm ies tó  
b r in g  na tiona l freedom  to  th é 'op­
pressed peoples' o f E u ro pe ? ’ W h a t 
poppycock! Look  a t  how  S ta lin ’s 
a lly , H it le r ,  is  “ lib e ra tin g ”  the  
P o lish  people!

I f  Russia were a llied  to  E n g ­
land and F rance the o n ly  l im ita ­
tion  on th e ir  w a r  a im s —  as is
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clear fro m  Gannes’ ow n analysis 
—w ou ld  be th a t a t th a t  p a rtic u la r 
m om ent the y  w ou ld  n o t be a tta c k ­
in g  Russia. T h e ir  w a r w ou ld  s t i l l  
be reactionary, im p e ria lis t. F o r 
from  the v iew po in t o f the class 
conscious w o rke rs  these govern­
m ents can conduct o n ly  a reac­
tio n a ry  w a r w h ich  can have noth- 
ng in  common w ith  genuine dem ­

ocra tic  and. w o rk in g ' class in te r­
ests and aims.

Pure H ypocrisy
How  h y p o c ritic a l the re fo re  is 

.h epresent S ta lin is t "‘sup po rt”  to 
the g ro w in g  m ovem ent fo r  In ­
dian lib e ra tio n ! I f  S ta lin  were 
un ited w ith  Cham berla in in  the 
war, the C om m unist would be in  
lie fo re fro n t o f the suppression 

o. the colon ia l revo lt. T h e ir s trug - 
;le  "a ga ins t im p e ria lism ”  is ob­
v ious ly  m otiva ted  exc lus ive ly  by 
the fa c t th a t S ta lin  is on the o th ­
er side o f the  s tru g g le ,,'T h a t is 
w h y  they condemn the m il ita ry  
enemies o f S ta lin  and H itle r*  arid 
defend the S ta l}nazi w a r alliance 
and “ peace”  plea,

Gariries m akes th is  c rys ta l 
c lear when, a fte r  s ta t in g  th a t 
'bo th  sides”  in  the present w a r 

are responsible .fo r its  ou tbreak, 
Eng land and F rance alone are 
r<sponsible fo r  Its  con tinua tion . 
The Soviet U n ion (and thereby 
the C om m unist P a r ty ) ,  he w rites , 
"accuses A ng lo -F rench  im p e ria l­
ism o f bearing  the  respons ib ility  
fo r  con tinu ing  the w a r. . H it le r  
is  exonerated fro m  respons ib ility  
fo r  the con tinua tion  o f the  w a r 
because he offered “ peace” ! W h a t 
a sham efu l defense o f H it le r !  The 
whole w o rld  knows th a t H it le r  
sued fo r  “ peace”

in  the fa c t th a t taxes based on 
land va lua tions ove r a ce rta in  
m in im um  value can be evaded by 
the s im ple procedure o f ta x in g  
agencies, w h ich  set the  va lua­
tions, a rb it ra r ily  f ix in g  the v a lu ­
ations below the taxable value.

F u rth e r, the exem ption o f non- 
c itizens fro m  the benefits o f the 
plan, is an un w a rra n ted  d isc rim ­
in a tio n  aga inst m any w o rkers  
w ho fo r  va lid  reasons have no t 
secured citizensh ip, b u t whose la ­
bor helped to  bu ild  th is  country . 
Need, and need alone, should be 
the c r ite r io n  fo r  w ho  sha ll re ­
ceived the benefits.

Commend P rin c ip le
B u t these defects are easily re ­

mediable, the m ost im p o rta n t 
consideration be ing the general 
p rinc ip le  o f adequate care o f the 
needy w h ich  th is  p lan is directed 
tow ard, and the  m ethod o f financ­
in g  th ro u g h  ta x a tio n  d irec ted  a t 
the rich  and no t the poor. I n  th is  
sense, th is  p lan is the m ost hon­
est and sound one o f its  type ye t 
proposed, and should set the ex­
am ple fo r  s im ila r  proposals in  
every sta te  in  the union.

The S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
ca lls  on its  m embers and sym pa­
th ize rs  in  Ohio to  g ive a ll pos­
sib le aid in  fo rw a rd in g  the B ige­
low  Pension m ovem ent and in  
ra lly in g  the forces o f organized 
labo r andthe wage - earners in 
general behind th is  plan.

We fu r th e r  commend the p r in ­
cip le involved in  the amendment, 
w h ich  is also on the ba llo t, c a ll­
in g  fo r  the dem ocra tiza tion  o f 
the requirem ents fo r  in it ia t iv e  
and referendum , w h ich  i f  passed 
w il l  be a valuable a id  to  labo r 
tm ions and w o rk ing -c lass p o lit i­
cal pa rties  in  des troy ing  the  m o­
nopoly o f big-business over the 
le g is la tio n  o f the sta te and enabl­
in g  the w o rke rs  to  have ^a more 
d ire c t voice in  the securing of 
p ro -labo r leg is la tion .

LONGSHOREMEN 
HALT COASTAL 
SHIPPING

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
Joe Ryan, president o f the 

longshoremen, has a lready been 
o ffe rin g  “ com prom ises." The em­
ployers, i t  appeara, have tu rned  
them  down on the the o ry  th a t 
they w i l l  ge t a good deal m ore—  
and the un ion a good deal less—  
i f  the s tr ik e  drags on fo r  a while . 
Ryan called the s tr ik e  “ u n fo rtu ­
nate”  and is o ffe rin g  to  take h a lf 

because he had o f the  wage increase o r ig in a lly
a lready achieved h is im m edia te  asked, accord ing to  reports, 
aim , (the  conquest o f Poland) j F o r some reason, unexplained 
and also because he wanted to  by un ion offic ia ls, s tr ik e  action 
show the G erm an people th a t he aga ins t the U n ited  F r u it  L ine  is 
was being forced to  f ig h t aga inst being lim ite d  to  the com pany’s
his w i l l

Ready fo r  A n y  Job 
Gannes adds th a t “ the A ng lo - 

F rench w a rm akers  hoped by  w a r 
.!> reshuffle the G erm an ru lin g  re­
ac tio n a ry  cliques In o rd e r to  
b rin g  about ano the r m ore de­
pendable an ti-S ov ie t set-up.”  
Is n ’t  th is  a good basis fo r  a 
un ited  f ro n t  w ith  H it le r  aga inst 
Cham berla in  and the  “ m ore de­
pendable (G erm an) an ti-S ov ie t”  
clique ? T om orro w  we m ay be to ld  
m ore openly th a t H it le r  is  f ig h t­
in g  a defensive w a r aga inst the 
an ti-S ov ie t forces and the re fo re  
should be supported by  the w o rk ­
ers o f the w o rld . The unscrapu-j 
lous henchmen o f S ta lin  are ready 
to  co rra l the  masses fo r  any d ir ty  
jo b  assigned to  them  by th e ir  
m aster.

52 issues of this year neatly  
bound together. H ave a f irs t­
hand survey of the historic  
events of this ye ar rig h t a t your 
elbow.

($2.00— including postage)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T
A N T I-W A R  H IK E  Y oung Peo­

ples Socia lis t League, Novem ­
ber 12; A lle y  Pond S ta te  P ark . 
W a tc h  fo r  fu r th e r  notice.
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20% o ff on a ll hooka in  the Labor Bookshop 
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1

H is to ry  o f the  Kqsslan Revolution 
LE O N  T R O TS K Y  —

<3.00) 2 .39

T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l a fte r  Lenin 
LE O N  T R O TS K Y  —

(1 .50 ) .75 !I
S ta lin  School o f F a ls ifica tio n  

D A N IE L  G U E R IN  —
(2 .50 ) 1.00 j

!
\ Fascism  and B ig  Business 

LE O N  TR O TS K Y  —
(1 .00 ) 1 .00

W h ith e r E ngland 
LE O N  T R O T S K Y  —

(2 .00 ) 1.60

In  Defense o f T o rro rlsm  
V. I .  L E N IN  —

(1 .50 ) 1.20

Collected W orks  (8 Vol.) (5 .95 ) 5.50
Reduction in  pam phlets o f M odem  Age 

and others.
Penguin. Fact,

Special reduction  in  M a rx  Engels L ib ra ry  
Paym ent m ust accom pany a ll orders.

and o ther books.

Add 3c per

Labor Bookshop
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place

¡1 N ew  Y o rk  C ity

book fo i1 postage.

sm all coastw ise ships and w i l l  not 
a ffec t Caribbean servi.e N o r w i l l  
the s tr ik e  invo lve  services o f 
M oore &  M cC orm ack w h ich  op­
erates to  South A m erica  as w e ll 
as Scandinavian countries.

R yan M otives  U nclear 
W ith  the M a ritim e  Labor 

Board rush ing  its  men to  New 
Y o rk  to  bu ttress the m edia tors o f 
the  S tate Labo r Board, i t  is  no t 
ye t c lear how  Ryan w il l  m eet the 
sleazy com prom ise proposals th a t 
w i l l  f ly  th ic k  and fast.

A  s trange aspect o f the s tr ik e  
is the s ta tem ent even before the 
men q u it w o rk  to  the e ffect th a t 
“ the s tr ik e  m ig h t destroy the in ­
d u s try  "  Jus t w h y  the  un ion lead­
e r should be p lac ing  the onus o f 
re sp on s ib ility  on the w o rke rs  fo r  

! supposed "dam age" to  the  indus­
t r y  is  no t c lear fro m  press re- 

! ports.
A s the  s tr ik e  stands today, the 

longshorem en can p u t the oper­
a to rs  behind the w e ll - known 
e igh t-b a ll provided they v igorous­
ly  prosecute th e ir  action. Ship­
p ing  is experiencing a l i t t le  boom 
as a resu lt o f the  u p tu rn  o f in ­
d u s try  and the w a r in  Europe. 
The opera tors can h a rd ly  a ffo rd  
to  have th e ir  ships tied up fo r  
any, leng th  o f tim e.

WAR BULLETIN
A ccord ing  to  the F rench  M in ­

is t r y  o f In fo rm a tio n , the W a r Of-: 
fice has m obilized 100,000 pigeons 
fo r  im m edia te tra n sp o rt to  thè  
M ag ino t Line.

D id  they  vo lun teer o r were 
they  d ra fte d?

An a ttra c tiv e  poster has 
been prepared to advertise  
the colum n in the Socialist 
Appeal by J. R . Johnson on 
“ The Negro Question” . The  
use of these posters on news­
stands and a t m eetings w ill 
help to increase the sale of 
the Socialist Appeal.

Let the People 
Vote on War!

Labor and 
The Second 
World War
By J. R. Johnson

IV
"Murder-Day"

The people, particularly the workers, need to be warned ! 
Roosevelt talks about democracy but he is preparing, as 
soon as war breaks out, to fasten an iron dictatorship upon 
the workers o f this country. The plans for it are called M - 
Day. The M  stands fo r mobilization, and mobilization this 
time includes not only soldiers but every worker in town 
and country. The d ra ft registration blanks are ready, lists 
o f draft boards are on file, the draft bill has been written, a 
skeleton d ra ft administration is already in operation. This 
is the way that Roosevelt strives to keep America out of 
war.

Moreover, the M-Day plan provides for a dozen d iffer­
ent ways o f crushing the labor movement and prohibiting 
strikes. Only labor unions that accept the labor conditions 
imposed by the war dictatorship will he tolerated. The 
draft law makes it possible to break a strike by drafting 
into the trenches the strike leaders or, better, all the militant 
workers involved. Or they can be drafted into the army and 
made to work in the factory under martial law. O r workers 
in uniform can he called from the training camps to act as 
scabs.

Already compiled is a list o f labor and social legislation 
to be abolished by the President’s decree. Minimum wage 
and hour laws w ill be scrapped. Laws lim iting child and 
woman labor.w ill be scrapped. Trade union contracts w ill 
lie subject to cancelation— by Roosevelt’s board. The N .L .- 
R.B. w ill give way to Roosevelt’s war board. A tight cen­
sorship of the press and radio w ill be imposed, and a prop­

aganda department for the dissemination o f lies set up.
The first fatality in a war for “ democracy”  is democracy.

Franklin Roosevelt, Tool of American Capital
And for whose benefit? Let the facts speak. On August 9, 

1939, well in advance o f the beginning o f the war in Eur­
ope, Roosevelt appointed the members o f the war board 
that w ill take over America and exercise dictatorial power 
upon America’s entry.

Here are the men who w ill rule the country : E. R. Stet- 
tinius, Jr., chairman o f the U. S. Steel Corporation; W al­
ter S. Gifford, president o f American Telephone and Tele­
graph Company; J. L. Pratt, director o f General Motors 
Corporation; General R. E. Wood, head of Sear, Roebuck; 
Karl T. Compton, president o f Massachusetts Institute o f 
Technology; Harold G. Moulton, head of Brookings In ­
stitute.

U. S. Steel, which during the last war made millions of 
dollars in war profits, is controlled by J. P. Morgan and 
Company. American Tel and Tel is another subsidiary 
of J. P. Morgan. General Motors is controlled by the du- 
Pont interests, and these are a sector o f the financial em­
pire o f J. P. Morgan. The Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology is a Morgan-subsidized university. O f the whole 
hoard only Sears, Roebuck, run by another o f the Sixty Fa­
milies who own America, and Brookings Institute, the o f­
ficial statistician for all o f them, are outside the Morgan 
colossus.

The workers w ill lie delivered bound and gagged to their 
most merciless exploiters and notorious enemies. Roosevelt 
however had acted too brazenly. Even some o f his New 
Deal supporters protested against this early exposure o f the 
fact that the war is an imperialist war run for and by the 
imperialists. Roosevelt temporarily dismissed the board. 
But he w ill bring them or their friends back again, w ith 
perhaps a labor “ leader”  or two to placate public opinion. 
The next time the censorship and the F.B.I. w ill see to it 
that there is no opposition. And all this has been prepared 
and polished and made ready fo r immediate use by Frank­
lin Roosevelt, who for years has passed himself o ff as a 
friend o f the people.

What Is This "Democracy"?
One indisputable truth emerges. I f  the people were anx­

ious to go to war for “ democracy,”  then war preparations, 
this many-sided, devious, incessant propaganda, this iron 
cage o f M-Day, would not be necessary. W hy is it that the 
people have to be dragooned into fighting for “ democ­
racy” ? Simply because the great masses o f the people do 
not see anything in “ democracy”  to fight for.

There are today in America some ten to twelve m illion 
unemployed, who with their dependents constitute in all 
some twenty-five to th irty  million people, a fifth  o f the 
population of the richest country in the world. Capitalist 
“ democracy”  condemns them to starvation.

Those that do get work are remorselessly speeded-up. I f  
we set the 1932 output per man-hour in the manufacturing 
industries o f the country as 100, we find that in 1938 it 
was 115. But the 1936 labor cost per unit, on the same 
basis, was only 106. Speed-up for the workers plus more 
profits for the capitalists equals still greater concentration 
of wealth into the hands o f the few.

The percentage o f the wages paid in 1937 was 82.1 of 
those paid in 1929. But the percentage of dividends was 
83.8, and o f interest 89.5. Always it works out to still 
greater wealth in the hands o f still fewer people.

And goods for use? Industrial production, fo r the first 
five months o f each year, was 122 in 1929, 67 in 1932, 119 
in 1937, 79 in 1938. This is capitalist “ democracy,”  with 
millions never knowing where they arc from one day to 
another. The production index has crawled slowly upward 
since 1938, but Roosevelt knows it w ill never in peace time 

! reach the 1929 level again, though every year sees an in-

WORKERS' FORUM
A N  E X C E L L E N T  A N S W E R  
TO T H E  F A S C IS TS
D ear fr ie n d :

A  fr ie n d  b ro u g h t me the c u r­
re n t copy o f C ough lin 's  ra g  fea ­
tu r in g  a ly in g  a tta c k  on the  
T ro tsky is ts . O f th is  t ira d e  I  re ­
ta in  on ly  one fe a tu re : the A m e r­
ican fasc is ts  tu rn  th e ir  ha te on 
the SW P as th e ir  au then tic , and 
dangerous class enemy. The S ta l­
in is ts  fo r  them  are no longer a 
menace.

There is on ly  one possible an­
swer to th is . Enclosed find  $5.00 
fo r  a yea r’s subscrip tion  to  the 
New In te rn a t io n a l' and to  the 
Appea l. C re d it the  “ reverend 
la th e r ”  w ith  an assist.

R e vo lu tion a ry  greetings 
K A R L  C.

A  W E L L -T A K E N  
SUG G ESTIO N 
Dear Com rade:

The undersigned com m ittee  
was recen tly  selected by  our 
B ranch E xecu tive  C om m ittee  to  
con fer w ith  you r office and the 
N a tio n a l C enter on the question 
o f developing a "W o rk e rs ’ Open 
F o rum ”  colum n o r section, in  the 
S oc ia lis t Appeal.

We th in k  th a t ou r paper needs 
such a co lum n o r departm ent. 
We th in k  th a t a pe rs is ten t and 
continuous e ffo r t should be made 
ay ou r e d ito r ia l s ta ff to  develop 
th is  w b rke rs ’ fo /u m . A  proper 
heading should con tinuous ly  ap­
pear over th is  colum n and p re f­
erab ly  in  the same p a r t  o f the 
paper in  each issue. T h is  in  order 
th a t w orkers , who as y e t have 
no in te re s t in  long theore tica l 
artic les, m ay easily  find  th is  co l­
umn. As new w o rk e r readers 
note the various con tribu tions  to  
d ie  open fo ru m  they w i l l  g radu - 
i l ly  develop an in te res t in  o the r 
m a tte rs  appearing  in  the  Appeal.

We also feel th a t th is  w o rk ­
ers’ fo rum  depa rtm en t w i l l  g ra d ­
ua lly  become a valuable m edium 
fo r  ou r le f t  w in g  in  the  trade 
unions as a  c learing  house fo r  
progressive ideas w h ich  cannot 
find th e ir  w ay  in to  the trade 
union jou rna ls  due to  the bureau­
c ra tic  censorship.

W e recom m end th a t th is  de­
pa rtm en t, tog e the r w ith  proper 
heading, appear re g u la r ly  in  the 
Appeal, o T h a t i t  appear, as fa r  
as possible, in  the  same p a r t  o f 
the paper. T h a t an ed ito r’ s note 

.appear re g u la r ly  underneath the 
heading o f th is  colum n in v it in g  
the w o rkers  to  w r ite  a rtic les  fo r  
th is  colum n, and te ll in g  them  
th a t here is a space set aside fo r  
them  in  th e ir  d a ily  experiences 
a t th e ir  place o f w o rk , on the 
streets, o r in  th e ir  unions. The 
ed ito r's  note underneath the 
head ing can be changed fro m  
tim e  to  tim e  to  keep in  step w ith  
new developments and new ex­
periences in  connection w ith  th is  
departm ent.

The com m ittee  is conscious o f 
the fa c t  th a t a w o rke rs ’ fo rum  
depa rtm ent cannot be developed 
over n ig h t in  ou r paper w ith  its  
sm all c ircu la tio n . The idea is to  
keep re len tless ly  a t i t  and we 
feel th a t a depa rtm ent in  our 
paper can be b u ilt  up w h ich  w ill 
no t on ly  be a ttra c tiv e  fo r  w o rk ­
ers to  read b u t also to  w r ite  fo r.

Com rade ly -yours,
C. R. H E D L U N D  
O SCAR COOVER 

M inneapolis.
(T he  s ta ff o f the  Appea l is  in 

com plete agreem ent w ith  the 
M inneapo lis comrades. W e there­
fo re  ask a ll readers to  c o n trib ­
u te  le tte rs  to  th e  W orke rs  F o r­
um  —■ th e ir  experiences In the 
shops, th e ir  c ritic ism s, th e ir  sug­
gestions, e tc__ E d.)

IN  C R IT IC IS M  O F  
T H E  A P P E A L
D ear com rade e d ito r:

I  am a w o rk e r in  a D e tro it  au­
tom ob ile  p lan t. I  am  also a  com ­
rade (m em ber o f the  S W P ). Jn 
D e tro it, three o r fo u r  o f us com ­
rades go house to  house every

S atu rday o r Sunday m orn ing  
and g ive aw ay the A ppea l. A t  
every home we exp la in  i t  is  an 
a n ti-w a r paper th a t  w o rke rs  
ga in  n o th in g  fro m  a w a r. Then 
we ask fo r  a  con tribu tion . We 
average 3 cents a paper, and 
in  th is  w a y  co llec t fo r  about 200 
papers (eve ry  week, 100 o f each 
issue). O u r A ppea l b i l l used to  
be abou t $100.00. N ow  i t  is about 
$30.00.

B u t in  o rder to  use th is  m e th ­
od, the paper has g o t to  c a rry  
a rtic les  aga inst the w a r in  a w ay 
th a t appeals to  the w orkers. 
None o f them  knows o r cares to  
read ve ry  m uch abou t the  A LP , 
about Ire la n d  and the f ig h t  fo r  
freedom , abou t Shachtm an in  
his cam paign in  N ew  Y o rk , I n ­
dia, etc. B u t  th e y  do care about 
the num ber o f unemployed, 
about how you can’t  be a good 
union m an and be fo r  w a r, about 
the conditions o f those on re lie f.

They d o n 't ever fin ish  reading 
long  a rtic les  ( t  no tice  th is  in  
m y union when the  Appea l is 
passed o u t a t a m ee ting ). They 
lik e  a rtic les  th a t  deal d ire c tly  
w ith  th e ir  personal ltfe  (£f they 
are s h o rt) —  w ith  trie  rise in  
prices. They a il ask questions 
abou t w h a t w e 'shou ld  do i f  H i t ­
le r  comes over here. W on’t  we 
have to  go to  w a r to  stop H i t ­
le r?  W on’t  w a r g ive  us Jobs, 
e tc .?  The headlines have been 
ve ry  bad in  the past few  editions. 
They don’t  appeal to  the w o rk ­
ers. The con tent doesn’t  appeal 
e ither. The a rtic les  are too long  
and theo re tica l and don’t  appeal 
to  w orkers.

One A F L  union m an to ld  me 
he knew  i t  was a scab paper 
when he saw  the , a rt ic le  about 
the A F L  convention. W e’ve go t 
to  show w e’re in te rested in  w o rk ­
ers’ conditions, th a t  we’re fo r  
the unions (w e ’re  , the best un­
ionists)^ and th a t  w e’re against 
a w a r fo r  the m illiona ires . The 
union men care abou t them ­
selves and th e ir  conditions,, and ■ 
no t about the  H itle r -S ta lin  
pact, Ire land , the B r it is h  E ra - , 
pire, etc. W e’ve g o t to  have 
news in  the paper so th a t any 
un ion m an know s w e’re fo r  him , 
w e’re aga inst p rice  rises, w e ’re 
fo r  h ig h e r wages. W e’ve g o t to 
show the poss ib ilities  o f decent 
incomes fo r  eve ry  person able to  
w o rk  in  th is  cou n try . The people 
th a t I  ta lk  to  lik e  ou r demands 
(those on the  ed i,tQ ria l..jp^geL 
bu t w h y  doesn't each a rtic le  c a r­
ry  propaganda fo r  these de­
mands. A l l  we do is w r ite  about 
the o ry  o r denounce the S ta lr i-  
ists, etc. W e don’t  show w h a t 
we’re fo r— n o t enough —  arid 
th a t ’s w h a t appeals to  a w orker.

The la s t issue we ju s t  rece iv­
ed has a headline abou t Shacht­
m an in  New  Y o rk . I ’m  g lad to 
hear th is  news. B u t nobody else 
around D e tro it  in  the  unions 
cares a n y th in g  abou t it .  How  
can we go house to  house w ith  
th is  ed ition?  W e can’t  and we 
w on’t. The papers w i l l  n o t be 
received by w orkers . I t  doesn’t  
even look lik e  an a n ti-w a r paper. 
A nd  i f  the paper continues to  
look -like the  la s t ed ition  (espe- 

•c ia lly  th is  one ed ition ) w e’l l  have 
to  cu t ou r bundle o rder w ay 
down.

Com radely,
G. L

D e tro it.
P .S .: A m erica  w il l  g e t in to  the 

im p e ria lis t w a r p re tty  soon. We 
haven 't m uch tim e  to  become 
know n as the  a n ti-w a r p a rty . 
The paper is im p o rta n t fo r  th is , 
and every issue should h i t  a  uri.-. 
io n is t who gets i t  r ig h t  between 
the eyes— we’re a r iti-w a r, p ro ­
unionists, we’re fo r  m ilita n cy . 
W e’ve go t to  boost ou r c irc u la ­
tion  w a y  up. W e w a n t to  in ­
crease ou r bundle o rder i f  pos­
sible. I t  a ll depends on a ll o f us.

Note to Readers 
in Minneapolis:.

The re g u la r Sunday F o ru m  o f 
the  S.W.P. meets a t  S: p. m . a t 
919 M arque tte .

v
crease in the population, w ith still more people demanding 
work and food and shelter. A t interval? between his war
mongering, he raises his voice to the empty a ir : “We musf 
get the idle men and idle capital together.”  But God has 
said no word, and as nobody else knows how to do this in 
peace, Roosevelt prepares to go to war.

The Negro and "Democracy"
1 he great warriors in defense o f "democracy”  raise 

their voices in horror at H itle r’s treatment o f the Jews. 
Protest is stifled and cynicism itself struck dumb at the 
sound o f such words from such mouths. For three hundred 
years the rulers o f America have persecuted the Negroes. 
Slavery was abolished only when it had become a drag on 

I capitalist production. And since 1863, the year o f manumis­
sion, American capitalism has Jim-Crowed and lynched 
Negroes, has deprived them of opportunities to raise them­
selves from debasement, and, worst o f all, has succeeded in 
poisoning the minds o f their brother workers against them, 
in order to keep the working class divided and therefore 
weak. I f American “ democracy”  had nothing to its dis­
credit but its treatment of the Negro, that would still be 
sufficient to blast its pretensions as a defender o f civiliza-^ 

j  tion '
( Continued in  N e x t issue)
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"LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN C A ' 
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHEKI
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN 
BRANDED” —KARL MARX.

ISTHE
NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. JOHNSON___

Industry and the Negro
The f irs t,  the  absolute indispensable necessity fo r  Negroes who 

w a n t to  s tru g g le  fo r  th e ir  em ancipation, is  to  understand th a t 
d ifference o f color is no t the  cause o f d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst them  
in . in du s try . The in te llig e n t c a p ita lis t know s th is . The Negroes m ust 
know  i t  too. N o t th a t the race question is un im p o rta n t. N o t a t all. 
Itv-haA acquired a  trem endous im portance. B u t i t  is  a subord inate
question. _ .,

In  oUr pam ph le t on the  w a r, (W h y  Negroes Should Oppose the 
W â r; J. R. Johnson, 5 cents) we w ro te  the fo llo w in g : (p. 23)

'‘W henever a problem  faces us we should exam ine i t  in  a ll its  
aspects, then exam ine s im ila r  s itua tion s  in  fo re ign  countries, look 
back iritO  ou r ow n h is to ry , see where the  c ircum stances are a like  
and w here ’ the y  d iffe r, and then a tte m p t a conclusion.

To th a t  som eth ing m ore can be added. W e m us t see where the 
problem  is  today, then where i t  was yesterday, then see where i t  
is ■ lik e ly  ' to  be tom orrow . In  o ther words we see i t  fro m  a ll sides 
and p a r t ic u la r ly  we see in  w h a t d ire c tio n  i t  is  m oving, w h a t is 
l ik e ly  to‘ happen tom orrow . T h is  is know n as the  d ia lectic , and the 
m ethod of- in ves tig a tion  is called the d ia le c tica l method.

■ -The v e ry  opposite o f the d ia lec tica l m ethod is the  k in d  o f a rg u ­
m ent th a t  runs as fo llow s :

“ I  w e n t fo r  a jo b  yesterday. As soon as they saw m y b lack 
lace th e y  tu rned  me back. B u t the  fe llo w  w ho fo llow ed me was 
w h ite  and the y  gave h im  the job  a t once. T here fore  the N egro 
problem  is a race problem .”

W hat Makes for Slavery?
I t  Wounds good, b u t is i t ?  B et us see.
iÜ rs t take  the question o f slavery. To too m any Negroes, s lav­

e ry  is th e ’’’iffldgè o f the N egro  and his b lack sk in . E r ro r  N um ber 
One. V o r  W lfite  m en were slaves fo r  thousands o f years in  the 
g re a te s t e m o te s  o f a n tiq u ity , p a r tic u la r ly  the em pires o f Greece 
and R p m e .'W h ite  men enslaved w h ite  men by  the m illions. In  fa c t 
w h ite  nien have been slaves in  Europe fo r  fa r  m ore centuries than 
w h ite -w e n  fcave been free. S im ila r ly , b lack  men in  A fr ic a  enslaved 
b lack men,, and ye llow  men in  China enslaved ye llow  men. W herever 
economic conditions and p o lit ic a l power enabled one class o f men 
to  enslave ano the r class, the re  s lavery  existed, u n t il the economic 
and p o lit ic a l conditions changed and s lavery  was abolished. Color 
has no th in g  to  do w ith  i t  a t a ll. So th a t  a N egro  w ho goes fo r  a job 
and is refusèd because he is b lack, m ust stop and consider i f  there 
isn’B ïn o r f - ’ÎO th is  question tha n  appears a t f ir s t  s igh t.

LètîUs trôw  Jôok a t s la ve ry  in  A m erica . The Europeans who came 
to  A m erica  in  the e a rly  days tr ie d  to  m ake the Ind ians slaves. 
B u t the  Ihd ihns coulai no t do the w o rk . They died in  m illions . In  
the sm a lle r is lands if f  the  W est Ind ies they w ere  w iped o u t a lm ost 
en tire ly . O n  the  A m erican  con tinen t w h ich  was la rge  the y  could 
iigh lw an tf¡re trea t, before the invader. W hen the y  were caugh t they 
fought» back, fo r  th e ir  b ro thers  and friends were c a rry in g  on the 
s trugg le  ^elsewhere.

The European invaders then tr ie d  to  enslave wh ites. They im ­
ported qJbor W hite people fro m  Europe and w orked them  in thé 
fields s ide b y  Side W ith  the Negroes. In  o ther words, the  co lo r ques­
tion  d id  m o t -trôüb le thém  a t a il.

B u t w h ite  Slaves did  no t stand the c lim a te  we ll. Enough o f 
them  could m ot’he go t fro m  Europe to  do a ll the w o rk  th a t was to 
be done. So th a t  the em ployers o f those days, lo ok in g  round fo r  
labor, decided-to' use the A fr ic a n s  fro m  A fr ic a  because they were 
the m ost heritable. There were m any m ore A fr ic a n s  in  A fr ic a  than 
thére w ere  Ind ians  in  A m erica . The weapons the Europeans used 
were te ch n ica lly  so m uch advanceiTand d'eadiy th a t  th e y h a d  th e  
A frican s  à t  th e ir  m ercy.

The A fricans- were s trong  and could stand the hard w o rk  as 
slaves. Once b ro u g h t to  A m erica , they had no hope, no society, no 
Common language, no common tra d it io n  to  b ind them  toge the r and 
s tiffe n  th e ir  résistance as the  na tive  Ind ians were s tiffened. They 
had no perspective fo r  freedom . So th a t  they could on ly  m ake p e ri­
od ica l revo lts  ohé a fte r  another, w h ich  fa ile d  and le f t  them  o ften  
m ore m iserable than  before. In  the  same w a y  the  m illio n s  o f slaves 
in  the  anc ient G reek and Rom an E m pires made th e ir  period ica l 
revo lts  and then subm itted.

W h a t we m ust no te  is th a t in  A m erica  the slave-owners tr ie d  
Ind ians, tr ie d  Whites, and then f in a lly  settled on Negroes as slaves; 
obviously  n o t because they  were b lack  b u t because the y  were the 
m ost su itab le  fro m  an economic p o in t o f view.

Here again, the re fore , a N egro  who is refused a jo b  because he 
is a b lack mam, m ust th in k  over h is to ry  and note how u n im p o rta n t 
the question o f co lor was in  the h is to ry  o f s lavery  and how i t  was 
thé economic fa c to r, the question o f h ighest p ro fit, w h ich  predom ­
inated. T h is  is the  d ia le c tica l approach. W e w a tch  the  sub ject in  
d iffe re n t periods o f h is to ry , in  d iffe re n t countries in  ou r own coun­
try ,  see where i t  was yesterday, where i t  is  today and where i t  is 
go ing tom orro w . T h a t is the  m ost im p o rta n t th in g  fo r  us. W here is 
i t  go ing  to m o rro w ?  W hen we kno w  th a t, we know  how to  act 
today, and how to  prepare action  fo r  tom orrow .

Slave-Drivers Disguise Truth
N ow  the re  is smother ve ry  noticeable fa c t about h is to ry  w h ich  

we m ust' a lw ays bear in  m ind. In  the  same w ay as a m an tries  
to cover hJf pgked body w ith  p leasing clothes, so men lik e  to  cover 
naked economic fac ts  w ith  p leasing m ora l ideas. Roosevelt w ants 
to' go  to  fo r  the  gake o f A m erican  investm ents? B u t he does 
no t say th a t. H e talks) about w a r fo r  ''dem ocracy". Does H it le r  
w a n t to  gb to  w a r to  seize te r r ito ry ?  He does not say th a t to  the 
G erm an w orkers . He says “ the A ry a n  blood”  the "N o rd ic  race" 
and m uch t l ip e  o f the same sort. The reason fo r  th is  constant b lu f­
fing  is p jà in . 'these men o f p riv ilege  and power m ust foo l the com­
mon people. I f  th e y  spoke p la in ly  “ W a r fo r  colonies and fo r  p ro fits ”  
the masses, w ho never get any p ro fits , w ou ld  re p ly  “ Go and f ig h t  
yourselves fo r  y o u r p ro fits .”  The naked t ru th  m ust be disguised.

I t  is  in  accordance w ith  th is  h is to r ic a l law  th a t the s lave -d riv ­
ers, when people began to  challenge the system  o f s lavery, d id  not 
dare to  say “ W e tr ie d  Ind ians, we tr ie d  w h ites  and now we use 
Ngeroes because th e y  are the m ost su ita b le ." No. They said “ T h is  
b lack man is a ba rba rian . He lives lik e  a w ild  beast in  A fr ic a . He 
is an in fe r io r  crea tu re. God in tended h im  to  be a s lave." Thus, to  
ju s t i fy  economic exp lo ita tion , they elevated the race question in to  
a pos ition  o f im portance w h ich  i t  had never had before.

I t  w a sn 't an easy th in g  to  do th is , even in  the South. A  hundred 
and tw e n ty  years ago, there  werè m any w h ite  people who denounced 
slavery. W herever a m an had a sm all fa rm , o r where m ines were 
worked, w herever in  fa c t Negroes were no t required fo r  large-scale 
cotton p lan ta tions, the  w h ites  as a ru le  opposed slavery. There 
were scores o f a b o litio n is t societies in  the South in  the period 
around 1800. B en jam in  F ra n k lin , George W ashington, Thom as Je f­
ferson, the  g re a t men o f those days had no love fo r  s lavery, and 
hoped th a t i t  w ou ld  soon be abolished. A nd  i t  would p robab ly  have 
been abolished long before 1863, i f  E li W h itn e y  had n o t discovered 
the co tton -g in  in  1793.

T h is  inven tion  could do the w o rk  o f a dozen slaves. S tra ig h tw a y  
co tton  p roduction  began to  jum p. In  1791 i t  had been tw o  m illio n  
pounds. Ten years a fte r, in  1801, i t  was fo r ty  m illio n  pounds. Ten 
years a fte r  th a t, in  1811, i t  was e ig h ty  m illio n  pounds and s t i l l  ten 
years la te r, in  1821, i t  was 177 m illio n ' pounds.

H uge co tton  fa rm s  em ploying hundreds o f slaves, spread over 
the coun try . The sm all fa rm ers  were d riven  o ff the land. So s trong  
had been the ab o lition  m ovem ent previous to  W h itne y 's  inven tion  
th a t up to  1826 the re  were s t i l l  103 em ancipation  societies in  the 
South. B u t, as fa s t as the p roduc tion  o f cotton and the p ro fits  
doubled, equa lly  as fa s t the propaganda aga inst the Negroes dou­
bled. The m ore the slave-owners exp lo ited Negroes the  m ore they 
proved th a t he was a being created by  God to  be a  slave. In  o ther 
words, to  disguise the naked economic e xp lo ita tio n  they had to 
say th a t  in  re a lity  they on ly  did i t  because he was black anc. 
in fe rio r.

B u t even w h ile  they  proved by the w ord  o f God and the law s of. 
m an th a t Negroes were in fe r io r  creatures f i t  on ly  to  be slaves, the 
need fo r  p ro fits  made them  ac t in  a w a y  en tire  y  opposed to  ths- 
ly in g  propaganda. They found th a t  slaves could become h ig h ly - 
sk illed  mechanics and could m ake the im plem ents, tools and ru m .

On  th e  B a llo t in  th e  B ronx

1 1 M A X  S H A C H TM A N  |Socialist Workers

W rite  number 1 before name in the voting square to 

the left o f his name as indicated above.

A f te r  m a rk in g  y o u r b a llo t as above k in d ly  g ive  y o u r second 

and th ird  choices to  the A m erican  La bo r P a r ty  

candidates by m a rk in g  the  num bers 2 and 

3 next to  th e ir  names.

lake this with you to the Polls as a reminder on 

Election Day, Nov. 7th.

F o r  th e  W rite -In  in  M a n h a tta n

G-Men Frame Teamsters Union Leaders 
As Part of U. S. Preparation for War

The above is the correct spelling of the S.W .P.’s Councilmanic 

Candidate In M anhattan. To count, the name must be spelled exactly 

as here given. According to  the election law, you must w rite-in  

George L. Paine on a  blank line under the names of the candidates 

listed and put the number l  in the square opposite to show that you 

are voting for him first choice.

Carry this w ith you to the polling booth to help you in voting 

accurately.

GROWING PROTEST MOVEMENT 
CHALLENGES WATSON ARREST

(Continued from  Page 1) 
an e x -re c ru itin g  sergeant, lied 
when the y  in fe rred  th a t the la rge 
crowd Which listened to  W atson 
resented his a n ti-w a r statem ents. 
On the con tra ry , the crow d lis ­
tened w ith  g re a t sym pa thy  to 
his address. They m urm ured ap­
p rova l when W atson poin ted out 
the s lig h t differences e x is ting  be­
tween fasc is t ru le  in  G erm any 
and the m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  in 
England.

When the a rre s t came on th a t 
fa te fu l evening, i t  
•-o the wishes o f the assembled 
\yorkers. The police tr ie d  in vain 
to  persuade the w o rkers  to  ap­
pear in  co u rt on the side o f the 
prosecution. H a v in g  fa iled  to  con­
vince any o f the w o rke rs  a t th a t 
m eeting to  appear aga inst W a t­
son, the a u tho ritie s  fe ll back on 
the tes tim on y  o f the so ld ier and 
the e x -re c ru it in g  sergeant, both 
o f whom  had p u t in  the ca ll to 
the police fo r  the arrest.

M ore than  seven hundred 
w orkers  gathered about, W atson 
as the police w a ited fo r  re -in - 
forcem ents to  c linch  the a rrest. 
Members o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers League in  the m illin g  crow d 
heard sym pa the tic  com m ent on

have a lready been threatened 
w ith  prosecution under the  sanie 
a e f w h ich  was used to  conv ic t 
W atson.

In  W innipeg, m em bers o f the
I.W .W . have declared th e ir  sup1 
p o r t o f the W atson Defense 
C om m ittee w h ile  in Saskatchew ­
an, p ra ir ie  center o f Dom inion, 
p rom inen t C.C.F.'ers have also 
ra llie d  to  h is support.

The Canadian section 'o f  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l has been 
active  in  co llec tin g  m oney fo r  

was counter the  Defense Fund and has p u r­
sued independent action by the 
issuance o f leafle ts and stickers. 
The s ticke rs  continue to  appear 
in  pub lic  places despite police 
e ffo rts  to  destroy v them.

The W a r Measures A c t, under 
whose provis ions W atson was 
convicted, has become the  m ain 
weapon in the enforcem ent o f 
the Canadian m il ita ry  d ic ta to r­
ship. Repressions continue a t 
such a pace th a t i t  is d ifficu lt, 
because o f the press censorship, 
to  determ ine the num ber a l­
ready arrested. I t  is estim ated 
th a t a t least th ir t y  w o rkers  have 
been ja ile d  in  O n ta rio  alone, the 
la te s t v ic tim s  be ing fo u r A n a r­
ch is t w o rke rs  who were a rre s t­

(Continued from Page I)
s tr ik e  was som eth ing o f a tu rn ­
in g  po in t in  un ion organ iza tion  
am ong M idd le  W est d rivers. 
Some fo u r  m onths la te r  the In ­
te rn a tio n a l B ro therhood o f Team ­
sters signed a one-year con tra c t 
W ith the m a jo r ity  o f the m o to r 
fre ig h t operators in  over a dozen 
M idd le  W estern states, a con tra c t 
em bracing over 200,000 d rive rs  
and helpers. D u r in g  the past year 
organ iza tion  in  the d r iv in g  indus­
t r y  in  th is- area had made im ­
mense strides in  scores o f c itie s—  
in S ioux C ity , Omaha and o th e r 
N ebraska towns, in  Des Moines, 
F o r t  Dodge, M ason C ity , Dubu­
que, Kansas C ity — in  every tow n 
o f im portance in  the in d u s try .

T h is  organ iza tiona l progress 
cu lm ina ted ea rly  in  October 
1939, w ith  the s ign ing  o f a new 
w o rk in g  agreem ent between the 
In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood o f  
Team sters and m ore th a n  2,000 
m o to r ca rrie rs , cove ring  350,000 
d rive rs  and helpers in  th irte e n  
sta tes and b rin g in g  wage in ­
creases a r n t in g  to  m illio n s  o f 
do lla rs  yea rly . W e m en tion  th is  
developm ent a t some le ng th  be­
cause I t  has an Im p o rta n t bear­
in g  on the  a rrests  occu rrin g  Sept. 
23 o f th is  year.

U pon a rra ig n m e n t on Sept. 23, 
the union o ffic ia ls— leaders o f 
D rive rs  Unions in  S ioux C ity , in  
Des M oines, and in  O m aha— 
learned th a t the .charges levelled 
against them  had to  do w ith  the 
alleged destruction  o f the bakery  
tru c k  fou rteen m onths earlie r.

Each union o ffic ia l was charged 
w ith  five  th in gs ;

1. V io la tion  o f the D ye r A c t 
( tra n s p o rtin g  stolen ca r across 
sta te  lin e ). P en a lty : 5 years in  
ja il,  $5,000 fine, o r  both.

2. In te rfe rence  w ith  in te rs ta te  
commercé': 10 years, $10,000 fine, 
o r  both.

3. Conspiracy to do both the 
above: 2 years, ’ $10,000 fine, o r 
b.oth.

4. Consp iracy to  steal bread 
and 'bakery goods: 2 years, $10,- 
000 fine, o r both.

5. Possession o f stolen bakery 
goods: 10 years. $5,000 fine, o r 
both.

Each arrested union o ffic ia l is 
thus  e lig ib le  to  receive a ' to ta l

pena lty  o f 29 years in  ja il,  a fine 
o f $40,000, o r  both.

The com bined pe na lty  fac in g  
the e ig h t d rive rs ’ un ion offic ia ls  
am ount to 232 years in  the peni­
te n tia ry , a fine o f $320,000, o r 
both. C e rta in ly  one w ou ld  have 
to agree th a t th is  was a  d ispro­
po rtiona te  pe na lty  even i f  any of 
the offic ia ls had been g u ilty  o f 
dam ag ing a tru c k , w h ich, o f 
course, none o f them  was.

F B I In s tig a te d  Case
H ow ever, i t  is  n o t the  extrem e 

pena lty  on w h ich  we w ish  to  fo c ­
us a tten tion , i t  is  the en tire  con­
du c t o f the F B I  in  th is  case 
w h ich  causes ns such concern, 
and b rings us to  the h e a rt o f the 
s to ry .

Since the a rrest, d rive rs  union 
offic ia ls  have made a d ilig e n t in ­
q u iry  in to  a ll circum stances s u r­
round ing the case and have un­
covered some s ta r t lin g  fac ts .

Passing over the fa c t th a t the 
un ion o ffic ia ls  were denied such 
e lem entary courtesies o rd in a r ily  
extended to  la bo r o ffic ia ls  as th a t 
o f a telephone ca ll fro m  a u th o ri­
ties ask ing  v o lu n ta ry  appearance 
a t police headquarters, o r  a rre s t 
a t a reasonable ho u r o f the day, 
the un ion ’s in ves tig a tion  has re­
vealed:

1. F B I agents, led by a man
named Coombs, have w orked on 
the case o f the alleged damaged 
tru c k  fo r  w e ll over a year, a t an 
expenditu re o f tim e  and govern­
m ent funds w h ioh can on ly  be 
guessed at. • ,

“ O ut to  Get U n ion is ts”
2. A t  least one F B I agent is 

reported as boasting before w i t ­
nesses th a t he had spent a ll his 
tim e on the case and was o u t to 
“ g e t"  the d rive rs ’ un ion offic ia ls.

3. W h ile  the governm ent was 
expending la rge  sums o f money 
to "g e t"  union offic ia ls, t ru c k in g  
operators in th is  ve ry  area were 
f lo u tin g  In te rs ta te  Commerce 
Commission regu la tions o f in te r ­
s ta te  tru c k in g . W hen th is  la x ity  
was called to the a tte n tio n  o f the 
governm ent, i t  in v a ria b ly  gave 
the excuse .th a t there was "n o t 
enough m oney to  enforce regu la ­
tions ."

4. The F B I  agents have shown 
an extrem e concern to  place ev-

CAN THE WORKERS ACCEPT 
MOLOTOFF'S EXPLANATION!

e ry  obstacle in  the  w a y  o f the 
arrested un ion o ffic ia ls  when the 
la tte r  sough t to  exercise th e ir  
e lem entary legal r ig h ts .

F B I Hounded Unionists
We fu rn is h  you exam ples o f 

the F B I ’s behaviour:
W hen W a lte r S tu ltz  and Louis 

M ille r, president and o rgan izer o f 
the Omaha General D rive rs  U n ­
ion, Local 554, tw o  o f those 
charged, w ere  arrested on Sep­
tem ber 23 and ja iled , a $10,000 
bond was im m ed ia te ly  secured 
fro m  tw o  loca l businessmen, who 
thus ind ica ted th e ir  fa ith  in  the  
in te g r ity  and innocence o f these 
un ion ists. <-■

Bond was a t f ir s t  a llow ed and 
both men freed. Then M il le r  was 
re -ja iled , and the c o u rt expla ined 
th a t the $10,000 p ro p e rty  bond 
was in v a lid  because the p ro p e rty  
was no t tenanted.

A  second bond was secured. 
M il le r  was freed.

On O ctober 17, Federa l agents 
removed S tu ltz  and M il le r  to  
S ioux C ity  and again ja ile d  them . 
Defense counsel im m e d ia te ly  p re­
sented bond. B u t the Federa l o ffi­
cia ls refused to free  S tu ltz  and 
M ille r . T h is  t im e  they said there  
was "a  technica l e rro r”  in  the 
bond. W hen defense counsel 
sough t to  d iscover w h a t the  e rro r 
waes, Federa l offic ia ls  refused 
p o in t-b lan k  to  a llow  the bond a t 
all, s ta tin g  th a t  a new bond had 
to be raised fo r jth e  Omaha un ion­
is ts  in  the  S ioux C ity  area.

Legal counsel have pointed ou t 
th a t the best bond is raised in  
the d is tr ic t  where the .defendants 
live  and are know n, and th a t 
cou rts  have as a common prac­
tice  a llow ed such bond.

Put Pressure on Bondsmen
U n ion  offic ia ls  and defense 

counsel then made an e ffo r t to  
raise the bond in  S ioux C ity . I t  
ve ry  q u ic k ly  became evident .th a t 
in  the background enormous 
pressure was being exerted on lo ­
cal. bondsmen hy  Federal men 
and em ployers to  cause the 
bondsmen to  refuse bond. One a f ­
te r  another, the S ioux C ity  bonds­
men stated fra n k ly  th a t “ the heat 
is top s trong  on us.”  W hen sev­
era l bondsmen were f in a lly  found 
to m ake bond, th e ir  bonds were 
rude ly  re jected by Federal o ffi 
c ia ls on one te c h n ic a lity  o r  an­
other.
- ~5<y The trade  un ion  com m ittee  

fro m  O m aha th a t w e n t to  S ioux 
C ity  to  raise bond fo r  the tw o  
d rive rs ’ un ion offic ia ls  were shad­
owed day and n ig h t w h ile  in  
S ioux C ity . A t  tim es th e ir  shad- 
owers would speak w ith  prospec­
tive  bondsmen, w ith  an o ffic ia l
a ir, in s is tin g  i t  was n o t a  good 
idea to  go bond.

6. The secre ta ry  o f  the  Omaha 
General D riv e rs ’ U n ion, then in

a ll sides. One w o rk e r rese n tfu lly  
po in ted o u t th a t  Oswald Mosley, 
the hated B r it is h  fasc is t leader, 
was pe rm itte d  to  hold open m eet­
ings on the streets o f London 
w h ile  the a n ti- fa s c is t W atson 
faced a rre s t and convic tion fo r  
d a rin g  to  voice honest w o rk ing  
class opin ion.
. . . W ide Resentment 

The brazen a rre s t and convic­
tion  o f W atson has a lready had 
w ide repercussions th roughou t 
the D om inion. E ve ry  day b rings 
m ore news o f the g ro w in g  forces 
th a t are ra lly in g  to  the defense 
of th is  young a n ti-w a r tigh te r.

A  pub lic  m eeting  called ' by 
the  U n iv e rs ity  o f T o ron to  <3j|C.E. 
(Socia l-D em ocra ts) to  discuss 
the preserva tion  o f c iv il r ig h ts  
adopted a unanim ous reso lu tion 
p ro te s ting  the conv ic tion  of 
W atson.

B e rt Leavens, O n ta rio  P ro v ­
in c ia l S ecre tary o f the C.C.F., 
and a p ro m ine n t trade un ion ist, 
has pu b lic ly  s ta ted th a t socia l­
is ts  would no t g ive up the  s tru g ­
gle "u n t il W atson is released.”  

A t  a m eeting o f the F e llow ­
ship fo r  a C h ris tia n  Social O r­
der funds were raised fro m  its  
members, m any o f whom  are o u t­
s tand ing  m in is te rs  o f th is  c ity , 
fo r  the W atson Defense. Speak­
ers a t th is  m ee ting  linked  the 
rg h t fo r  W atson w ith  the de­
fense o f the seventy-five Canadi­
an clergym en, m in is te rs  o f the 
U n ited  Church o f Canada, who 
have published an open m an ifesto 
against the w a r. The m in is te rs

ed in  a ra id  on the home o f one 
o f them. A lso  among the la test 
a rrests  are a preacher o f the 
Church o f the I l lu m in a t i and a 
m em ber o f h is congregation.

Pub lic a tten tion , however, 
continues to  focus on the case 
o f W atson. A lth o u g h  the te rm s 
of the A c t under w h ich  W atson 
was convicted had no t been 
made pub lic  a t thè tim e  o f his 
tr ia l,  he was the f irs t  person a r ­
rested under its  prov is ions and 
has suffered the m ost severe 
sentence. The W atson case, 
w h ich  f irs t  drew  w ide p u b lic ity  
in  the Toron to  press and w h ich  
has a lready received com m ent in 
trie  Commonweal, lib e ra l C a th ­
olic m on th ly , has been given the 
g rea test p u b lic ity  by the Socia l­
is t Appeal, A m erican organ o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. The 
collection o f funds hy the A m e r­
ican Defense Com m ittee Is p ro v ­
in g  o f the g rea test service in 
the f ig h t fo r  W atson ’s libe ra tion . 
W atson’s appeal w i l l  be heard 
som etim e in Novem ber.

American Labor Aid 
125 W est 33 Street 
New York City 
Dear Friend:

I  PLE D G E  M Y S E L F  to 
contribute $ ........... to the de­
fense of F ran k Watson, im ­
prisoned by Canada's govern­
ment for the crime of speak­
ing out as a worker against 
the w ar of imperialism.

(Continned from Page 1)
The K re m lin  lied when i t  made these promises. I t  d id  no th ing  

to streng then the s trugg le  o f Poland aga ins t Germ any. The S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact, fa r  fro m  encouraging Polish resistance, underm ined it .
The Polish people g o t “ uncom prom is ing support fo r  th e ir  freedom  ^ ioux  C ity , f in a lly  offered a bond' 
and independence" in  the fo rm  o f  a Red A rm y  invad ing  Poland in  com pany $500 to  ge t S tu ltz  
co llabora tion  w ith  H it le r ’s a rm y. F o rg e ttin g  w h a t had been said on 
Aug. 23— m ore exactly , cyn ica lly  p u ttin g  i t  aside— M o lto ff boasted 
in his Oct. 31 speech: “ One s w if t  b low  to  Poland, f ir s t  by  the G erm an 
A rm y  and then by  the Red A rm y , and no th in g  was le ft.  . .

Thus d id  the K re m lin  fu lf i l l  the prom ises i t  had made and 
w h ich  i t  had asked the w o rld  w o rk in g  class to  un d e rw rite !

B u t th is  is no t the whole s to ry .
W hen the Red A rm y  began to  m arch in to  Poland, repud ia ting  

a ll the previous prom ises made by the K re m lin , M o io to ff made new 
promises. In  his rad io  speech to  the Russian people exp la in ing  the 
reasons fo r  the occupation o f the U k ra in ia n  and Byelo-Russian

opera tors o f the  de s tru c tion  o f a  
ba ke ry  t ru c k  (a  charge w h ich  
has a ll the aspects o f an ac t by  
agents p rovoca teurs), F O R  F IF ­
T E E N  M O N T H S  the G-m en have 
p a in s ta k in g ly  b u ilt  up a case in ­
vo lv in g  n o t o n ly  o ffic ia ls  o f the 
S ioux C ity  D r iv e rs ’ U n ion , b u t o f­
fic ia ls  o f d r ive rs ’ unions in  Des 
Moines, Iow a, and Omaha, N e­
braska, as w e ll.

Perhaps i t  w ou ld  s t i l l  be deem­
ed unnecessary to  ca ll th is  case 
to  the a tte n tio n  o f the A m erican  
labo r m ovem ent were i t  n o t fo r  
the fa c t  th a t  the  * v ic tim s  are 
leaders o f a section o f th e  o rgan­
ized labo r m ovem ent th a t  has had 
phenomenal success in  the  past 
yea r; and were i t  no t fo r  the fu r ­
th e r fa c t  th a t in  recent m onths 
the F B I  has been used aga inst 
organized labo r in  a num ber o f 
c itie s ; in  M inneapo lis in  Ju ly , 
1939, d u r in g  the w ide ly-pub lic ized  
W P A  s tr ik e ; in  W ash ing ton, D. 
C., ju s t a few  days ago aga inst 
un ion o ffic ia ls ; in  Cleveland and 
m any o th e r c ities, aga ins t bu ild ­
in g  trades unto n o ^ r iM s  in  con­
ju n c tio n  w ith  ' the  D e pa rtm e n t o f 
Justice  in ve s tig a tio n  o f m onopoly 
In the cons truc tion  in d u s try , etc.

F B I  is  Boss W eapon
Lead ing  o ffic ia ls  to  the w o r ld  o f 

la bo r w ith  increas ing ¡frequency 
have been c a llin g  a tte n tio n  to, 
and Condemning, the increasing 
use o f the F B I  aga ins t the  o rgan ­
ized labor* m ovem ent; and have 
expressed concern lest th is  ¿night 
encourage a w ide assault om o r ­
ganized labo r by a ll an ti-un ion  
forces. A  few  days ago to  W ash­
ing ton , D.C., Joseph A. Padwdy, 
legal counsel fo r  the  A m erican  
F edera tion  o f  Labor, declared 
th a t the D epa rtm en t o f Justice 
prosecution p f the Team stêrs’ 
Un ion " is  a  desperatg a t te m p t ;to 
w re ck  la b o r unions and deny 
them  the r ig h t  to  organ ize .”

R e fe rrin g  spec ifica lly  to  the in ­
d ic tm en ts  re tu rned  aga ins t d r iv ­
ers’ un ion o ffic ia ls  in  the n a tio n ’s 
cap ito l, M r. P adw ay sta ted :

“ I f  th is  in d ic tm e n t is to  become 
la w  then no un ion is safe in  p ick -, 
e tin g  any estab lishm ent in  the 
D is tr ic t  o f Colum bia, o r  any ,em- 
p loye r anywhere, i f  in te rs ta te  
commerce is invo lved.”  Padway 
asserted the in d ic tm e n ts  v io la ted  
the  p rinc ip les  o f the  R a ilw a y  L a ­
bor A c t  and the N a tio n a l Labo r 
R e la tions A c t, and v ir tu a lly  “ tu rn  
the c lock back a cen tu ry  to  the 
days when m ere ly  fo rm a tio n  o f a 
la bo r un ion was considered a  con­
sp iracy .”

In  the in te res ts  o f the union 
m ovem ent o f the  U n ited  States, 
we sub m it the record o f F B I  op­
era tions aga inst the* d r iv e rs ’ 
m ovem ent in  the M idd le  W est, 
w ith  the  hope th a t trade  union-

tu re  required fo r  the p lan ta tion . I t  was cheaper to  have them  made 
by slaves tha n  by  free wh ites. So th a t by 1861, the num ber o f 
Negro sk illed  w o rke rs  in  the South was five tim es as la rge as the 
number o f w hites.

W hen a N egro in  the South is kep t ou t o f a s k ille d  jo b  because 
he is b lack  he should m ed ita te  upon the s trange fa c t  th a t e igh ty  

ears ago he had ne a rly  a ll the sk ille d  jobs. Q uite  true  he was a 
lave. B u t the  w h ite  m echanic starved. The w h ite  em ployer, m ak ing  
s p ro fit  w herever he could and however he could, s im p ly  ignored 

he fa c t th a t by h is  own a rgum ent the slave was a  barbarian , and 
c rta in ly  he did no t care w h a t happened to  the w h ite  sk illed  laborer, 
n o ther words he had his eye glued on the economic s itu a tio n  and he| the barricades.
jade his p o litic s  in  s t r ic t  accordance w ith  his pocket. He d idn ’t  le t | Com plete p o lit ic a l and organ iza tiona l independence o f the w o rld  
le race question in te rfe re  w ith  h is p ro fits . E v e ry  Negro and every] p ro le ta r ia t fro m  the Soviet bureaucracy— th a t is the  f irs t  step in 
'h its  w o rk e r should learn th is  g re a t lesson from  the cap ita lis ts . | the defense o f the Soviet U n ion and the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion.

provinces, M o io to ff said, as a conclud ing po in t to  ju s t i fy  the  Red
A rm y ’s m a tch :

" A t  the same tim e, the Soviet governm ent in tends to  
de live r the Polish people fro n t the d isastrous w a r in to  w h ich  
they  have been plunged by th e ir  unw ise leaders and to  g ive 
them  the o p p o rtu n ity  to  live  a life  o f peace." D a lly  W orke r, 
Sept. 18, 1939.)

T h is  prom ise, solem nly made to the P o lish  people by M o io to ff, 
wás obviously m eant to  assure them  th a t the  Red a rm y  was no t 
m arch ing  in co llabo ra tion  w ith  the G erm án A rm y , i t  was m eant to  
assure the Polish soldiers in  the w este rn  provinces th á t, i f  they 
yie lded to  the Red A rm y  and surrendered th e ir  arm s, i t  w ou ld  not 
mean th a t the P olish people w ou ld  be de livered up to  H it le r .  Press 
dispatches in  those days reported th a t su rrendering  Polish soldiers 
tho ugh t the Red A rm y  was m arch ing  against H itle r , and th a t Red 
A rm y  soldiers also tho ugh t so.

More Broken Promises
How  were his lis teners and the P olish people supposed to  under­

stand M olo to ff ’s w ords? He was p rom is ing  th a t the Soviet Un ion 
“ intends to  take every m easure”  to g ive the Polish people “ the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  live  a li fe  o f peace," Could the p rem ie r o f the gov­
e rnm en t o f the “ W orke rs  F a the rlan d ”  mean a n y th in g  b u t w h a t the  
words ind ica ted? C e rta in ly  he could n o t have m eant to  define “ the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  live  a Ufe o f peacé”  as— life  under H it le r ’s boot! 
Those who listened and heeded h is words d id  no t believe th a t th a t 
is w h a t his w ords means. I f  th a t is  w h a t he m eant, he could 
have said it .  , 1

T h a t prom ise was, however, n o t repeated a f te r  the occupation 
of the W estern provinces. I t  is no t repeated, o r even h in ted  at, in  
M o lo to ff's  speech o f Oct. 31. On the c o n tra ry , the speech is a  pro-c 
German speech, c a llin g  upon the w o rke rs  o f the w o rld  to  take  as 
good coin H it le r ’s o ffe r o f “ peace," saying n o t a w o rd  abou t the  
im p e ria lis t a im s o f the H it le r  reg im e but, on the c o n tra ry , la y in g  
the en tire  blame fo r  con tinu a tio n  o f the w a r on the dem ocra tic  im ­
pe ria lis ts . H i t le r  is  whitewashed, in c lud in g  his annexation o f Poland.

A f te r  th is  s tr in g  o f  b roken prom ises in connection w ith  Poland, 
M o io to ff ca lls  upon the w o rke rs  o f the w o rld  to  accept h is version o f 
the F inn ish  s itua tion . Can the w o rke rs  accept i t ?  They cannot.

Stalinism Cannot Defend the Soviet Union
We, the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts , today as before, stand ready 

to defend the crad le o f the S oc ia lis t revo lu tion . W e stand ready to 
defend the economic conquests o f the  O ctober Revolu tion , the na­
tiona lized p ro p e rty  w rested fro m  the c a p ita lis t w o rld .

W e defend it ,  however, no t a t the b idd ing  o f S ta lin -M o lo to ff, 
no r on th e ir  pre texts, no r by th e ir  m ethods, no r fo r  th e ir  reasons. 
They seek on ly  to  preserve th e ir  ru le. We, on the con tra ry , seek the 
destruction  o f th e ir  rule, fo r  i f  the y  continue fo r  long  to  dom inate 
the Soviet U nion, the f irs t  w o rke rs ’ s ta te  is doomed. O n ly  the p ro ­
le ta r ia n  revo lu tion  in  the W est can save the Soviet U n ion. A nd  in 
the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion , the S ta lin is ts  stand on the o th e r side o f

is ts  everyw here w i l l  g ive  these
_____ fa c ts  serious tho ugh t; and w ith

and M il le r  o u t o f ja i l  fo r  three the fu r th e r  hope th a t even now 
days in  o rder to  p e rm it them  to  the w e ig h t o f  pub lic  op in ion  w ill 
prepare th e ir  defense aga inst the cause the  F B I  to  w ith d ra w  fro m  
charges. The bond ing com pany ^  Pres®nt road, a  road w h ich  is 
refused! W a lte r S tu ltz  and Louis su re ly  lead ing to  the developm ent 
M ille r , the O m aha un ion leaders, on A m erican  soil o f  the same sort 
were kep t in  ja i l  fo r  e igh t days o f a n ti - labo r p o lit ic a l police 
before be ing released. They were w h ich  is the in s tru m e n t o f the 
held on the  flim s ies t o f techn ica l- ferocious d ic ta to rsh ips  to Europe 
ities, to  w h a t Is an apparen t e f- ^  Asia .
fo r t  to  m ake i t  d iff ic u lt  fo r  them  
to  prepare th e ir  legal defense.

T r ia l N ow  On
E a rly  in  Novem ber, the t r ia l  o f 

the e igh t un ion offic ia ls  w i l l  begin 
before the Federal c o u rt in  S ioux 
C ity . W h a t the outcom e w i l l  be, 
no one knows.

W hat we do know  is  th a t the 
Federal Bureau o f In ve s tig a tio n  
(po p u la rly  known' as the G to ie rtj 
has p layed a s ta r t lin g  ro le to th is  
prosecution. B u ild in g  on the basis 

a m in o r charge by t ru c k in go 1

S P E C I A L !
The Labor Bookshop has on 

hand about 1500 copies of 
“Am erica’s Permanent De­
pression” by A r t  Prels. The 
pamphlets sell a t  8 cents per 
copy. Offers fo r th© lot or any 
p art of the lot should be made 
Immediately by any branch 
interested in the pamphlet. 
W rite  to the Labor Bookshop, 
116 University Place.

M A S S  M E E T I N G
on the

22nd A N N IV E R S A R Y
of Hie RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

WHITHER SOVIET RUSSIA!
T H E  M E A N IN G  O F S T A L IN ’S RO LE IN  T H E  

E U R O P E A N  W AR.
What does the future hold in store fo r Stalin ?
Have the irresistible forces that erupted in October 1917 

really been quelled? O r does a new and vaster revolu­
tionary explosion impend?

W ill mankind emerge from this war enslaved and be 
plunged into barbarism? O r w ill it  march emancipated 
into Socialism?

Hear the Answer by

James P. Cannon
National Secretary, S.IV.P  

a t the

IRVING PLAZA
IR V IN G  P L A C E  a t 15th St

Wednesday November 15th
A T  8 P.M.

Aus. : Local N.Y. S.W.P.— 4th In t’ ADM.-—25c
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F E L IX  M O R R O W

E d ito r  :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N  

Associa te  G A R R E T T

G enera l M a nage r : 
M A R T JN  A B E R N

A ss is ta n t M a nage r : 
S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  Job « 1 »  decent liv in g  fo r every  w o rker.

2. Open the ta le factories -o p e ra te  them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

S. A  T w enty -B illion  d o llar t  td e ra l p n k it- w orks  
and b oatin g  u rogram .

t .  T h irty -th irty  "30-weekly •n in im m *. w age—  
30-hour w eeki m a x im u m  »► a ll w orkers on 
all Jobs.

5. ,T l"trty  d o llar w eekly old-i ye and d isab ility  
pen, Hon.

8. E xpropriate the 81 \  I  v n b t* .
7V . A ll w ar funds • *  t ’ e ,ru  n p lo y . 1.
8. A t u p l e ’s r e f e r s  im i  tny and a ll w ars.

9. No secret diplom . ■>
10. A n Independent L a N jr  T a r ty .
I t .  W orkers ’ Defense v ''nai is against v ig ilan te  

and Fascist attacks.
& Full social, po litical and ccnom lo equality  

fo r the Negro people.

Vote S. W. P.!
The Socialist Workers Party is running can­

didates in  tw o cities o f the east— New York 
and Newark, N. J.

Max Shachtman is the Party’s Councilmanic 
candidate in the Bronx.

George L . Paine is the Party’s Councilmanic 
candidate in Manhattan.

A lfred  Lowenthal is the Party’s Assembly- 
candidate in Newark.

The main slogan o f our Party in the elections 
may be sumed up in one sentence: Cast your vote 
against the war and the war-mongers 1

A ll the other parties are committed to the sup­
port of one or the other o f the two imperialist 
camps now in conflict in Europe. The Socialist 
Workers Party is committed irrevocably to the 
support o f the world-wide T H IR D  C AM P— the 
camp o f the workers who have everything to lose 
in the war and nothing but poverty or coffins to 
gain.

Voting for the candidates o f the SW P affords 
an opportunity o f making a decisive demonstra­
tion against the war. Thousands o f votes for the 
anti-war party in the elections w ill mean to the 
war-mongers that there are that many people 
who are supporting the most radical and deter­
mined ©position— a revolutionary opposition— to 
the war.

I t  is the war and the threat o f full-fledged 
American involvement that are the main issues in 
the resent election. A ll other issues are subordi­
nated to  them, dependent upon them.

What can a housing program, so urgently 
needed, signify in the coming elections i f  a m il­
lion coffins await the American dead in the war ?

What can an improved transit system mean i f  
millions are scheduled for a one-way ride to the 
battlefields ?

What can democratic county reorganization 
mean i f  war breaks out and a m ilitary, totalitar­
ian dictatorship is imposed upon the country? 
What w ill democratic rights mean i f  the generals 
rule and critics of war face, prison walls or firing 
squads ?

Demonstrate in the elections against the im­
perialist w a r! Vote fo r the candidates of the m il­
itant and uncompromising antiwar Party— the 
Socialist Workers Party! Vote fo r the interna­
tional solidarity o f the working class and to il­
ing peoples against the warlords and assassins 
of the people!

Vote this w ay:
In the Bronx:

1 M A X  S H A C H T M A N

In Manhattan :

1 GEORGE L. P A IN E  (w rite  in)

In Newark :

X A LF R E D  L O E W E N T H A L

Mussolini: Democrat
The democratic press o f the United States, 

England and France is jubilant over Mussolini’s 
reorganization o f his cabinet. I t  doesn’t bother 
to conceal its delight over the report, on the

ground that the ousted Blackshirts were pro- 
German, whereas the newly-constituted cabinet 
w ill be increasingly friendly to France and Eng­
land.

Which way Mussolini w ill jump, or even the 
question o f whether he w ill enter the war in the 
near future, cannot be answered conclusively at 
this time. In all likelihood, this third-rate power 
w ith first-class pretensions, w ill repeat the per­
formance it  enacted in the first W orld War. I t  
w ill wait, first, to see which o f the two imperial­
ist camps w ill promise it the greater amount of 
booty, and, second, to see which o f the two 
camps is most likely to win the war.

Mussolini never was and is not now “ pro- 
German”  any more than he was or is “ pro-Eng- 
iish,”  and any attempt to judge his course by 
such designations is absurd. He was and is : pro- 
Italian. Like his contemporaries, he makes and 
re-makes his alliances in the interests of the Ita l­
ian Empire, and i f  it suits him better at the mo­
ment to hook up with France and England, or 
w ith any other power, he w ill not hesitate to 
make the choice dictated not by his views on “ de­
mocracy vs. fascism”  but by his views on what 
serves the Italian ruling class.

What is interesting, however, is the reaction 
o f our “ democratic”  war-mongers in London, 
Paris, and Washington.

Chamberlain is determined that “ Hitlerism 
must go”  because it. wiped out Poland by brutal 
m ilitary methods. But as soon as there is the 
prospect o f an imperialist alliance with Italy, he 
doesn’t hesitate at the idea o f recognizing Musso­
lin i’s conquest of Albania, which stands on the 
same level.

Chamberlain recently issued a White Paper 
expressing horror and indignation at the treat­
ment o f political prisoners under H itler. That, 
you see, is supposed to jus tify  the sacred and 
democratic war against Germany. But now that 
Mussolini is supposed to be flirting  w ith an alli­
ance with England, it can be said with absolute 
certainty that Chamberlain w ill issue no W hite 
or any other Paper dealing with the treatment of 
political prisoners under Italian Fascism.

As a matter o f fact, the unashamed imperial­
ists o f England, France and the United States 
w ill— we freely predict this— jump to the front 
in defense o f Mussolini the Democrat, IF  Italy 
is lined up in their war camp. A t first it w ill 
probably be explained that Mussolini is" not as 
bad as he is painted; in fact, that he is a much- 
misunderstood friend o f the people.

Then it w ill be said that Mussolini is, at all 
events, not so much o f an anti-Semite as H itle r 
is; in fact, he has rid  himself o f the real anti- 
Semites who were insidiously supported and in­
fluenced by Goebbels. Besides all this, the Italian 
people are very quaint, they like Mussolini in 
their own quaint way, and they like above all the 
way he keeps the trains running on schedule.

A fte r all, in the last Great W ar to Make the 
W orld Safe for Democracy, the Czar of all the 
Russias.and the autocratic Son o f Heaven who 
ruled the destiny o f Japan were in the forefront 
o f the struggle.

I f  Nicholas Romanov the Bloody could be a 
champion o f the Crusade fo r Democracy, why 
not Benito Mussolini?

Stalin’s Prisoners

■■ CHARITY—SWEET CHARITY -  -

The WPA-Slashers Open a Pious 
Drive to Let the Masses “ Give”

A n o th e r te rr ib le  w in te r  is 
descending on the  unemployed. 
A n o th e r season o f cold unheated 
homes, o f inadequate c lo th ing , 
slow  s ta rv a tio n  and d u ll hope­
less m ise ry . T h is  w in te r  w i l l  
b r in g  the unem ployed m ore s u f­
fe r in g  tha n  the years gone by. 
R e lie f budgets have been b ru ­
ta l ly  slashed. Tens o f thousands 
have been fired  fro m  the W P A . 
W eakened by years o f sem i­
s ta rv a tio n  the y  are a ll the  m ore 
susceptib le to  the ravages o f 
disease. The w a r boom toge ther 
w ith  the  seasonal p ic k  up have 
on ly  absorbed an in s ig n ifica n t 
num ber o f w orkers.

A g a in s t th is  background the 
yea rly  C o m m un ity  Fund cam ­
pa ign has been launched once 
m ore in  every c ity  o f the  U n ited  
States. F ro m  a ll sides d ire c t and 
in d ire c t pressure is be ing ap­
plied to  w r in g  eve ry  possible 
d o lla r fro m  the w orkers.

P ious Appea l
F irs t  came the indorsem ent o f 

th is  cam paign by men p rom inen t 
in  the pub lic  eye. N o less a pe r­
sonage than  the P resident who 
recen tly  discharged tens o f tho u ­
sands fro m  the W P A  has made 
a he a rt-rend ing  plea on beha lf o f 
the needy. He was fo llow ed by 
a ll so rts  o f pious business men, 
h igh-m inded clubwom en, sanc ti- 
monous sky -p ilo ts , and pro fes­
sional hum an ita rians. F o rg e ttin g  
p o lit ic a l d ifferences the y  have is ­
sued a unanim ous appeal: 
“ G ive !”  “ G ive u n t il i t  h u r ts !”  
Even i f  you r earn ings are mea­

ner g ive  in  o rder to  help y o u r 
more u n fo rtu n a te  ne ighbor." 
“ G ive fo r  the  sacred cause o f 
C h a rity — Sweet C h a r ity ."

A f te r  th is  general appeal w i l l  
come a ll fo rm s  o f mass propa­
ganda. Thousands o f posters 
and c ircu la rs  w i l l  shou t “ G ive ." 
i'he rad io , the press, the p u lp it, 
the screen w i l l  a ll sh riek  “ G ive, 
G ive.”

Then, the actua l co llection  o f 
funds w i l l  begin. A lt ru is t ic  bus­
iness men who have stopped a t 
no th ing  to  f ig h t th e ir  w o rke rs ’ 
demands fo r  h igh e r wages w i l l  
m ake con tribu tions  and w i l l  have 
th e ir  p ic tu res  p r in te d  in  the 
newspapers. These sam e news­
papers w i l l  uphold the m  as sh in- 
ng  exam ples o f the  pure s p ir it  

o f c h a rity .
Shaking-D ow n the  Masses

F in a lly  w i l l  come the rea l 
squeeze. E v e ry  w orker, w i l l  be 
approached in  h is shop o r fa c ­
to ry . W h le the  w o rke r w i l l  be 
to ld  th a t  h is  c o n trib u tio n  is a 
v o lu n ta ry  one, he w i l l  be im ­
pressed w ith  the idea th a t he 
had b e tte r g ive— o r else.

Thus m illio n s  o f do lla rs  w i l l  
be squeezed o u t o f th é  w orkers. 
I t  w i l l  come bu t o f the pockets 
o f w o rke rs  whose wages are no t 
a lw ays su ffic ie n t to  provide fo r  
the bare necessities o f life . A nd 
then th is  m oney w ill’ be doled 

i o u t to  "dese rv ing”  fam ilies .
I V ic ious Scheme

The w o rke rs  m ust n o t a llow

themselves to  be fooled by the 
h yp o c ritic a l phrases o f the cha r­
i t y  agencies. They m us t s tru g ­
gle aga ins t the  com pulsory con­
tr ib u tio n s  to  the  C om m un ity  
Fund. They m us t do th is  n o t be­
cause they are in d iffe re n t to  the 
su ffe rin g  o f the  unemployed, b u t 
because the C o m m un ity  Fund  is 
ju s t  ano the r v ic ious scheme to  
s h if t  the  burden o f sup po rting  
the unem ployed on to  the backs 
o f the  em ployed w orkers.

The w o rke rs  are n o t respon­
sib le fo r  unem ploym ent. I t  Is 
cap ita lism  w h ich  creates unem ­
p loym ent and its  te rr ib le  conse­

quences. I t  is  the  cap ita lis ts  
the re fo re  w ho m ust be made to  
prov ide fo r  the unem ployed ou t 
o f th e ir  swollen p ro fits . The 
m oney spent by  the  C om m unity  
F und w i l l  be lik e  a drop in  the 
bucke t so fa r  as the  needs o f the 
unem ployed are concerned. The 
unem ployed m us t organ ize and 
s tru g g le  fo r  decent re lie f stand­
ards— fo r  the tu rn in g  over o f a ll 
the w a r funds to  the  unem ployed 
— fo r  jobs on a huge pub lic  
w o rks  p rog ram  a t un ion wages. 
T h e \w o rke rs  don 't w a n t c h a rity . 
They w a n t jobs and a  decent 
liv in g !

VOTE FOR MAX SHACHTMAN AND 
GEORGE L. PAINE ON TUESDAY

(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P ag e  1)
p la te  th e ir  e ffo rts  a t h u r lin g  the 
A m erican  w o rke rs  in to  i t . ”

M eanw hile, plans are go ing 
ahead on a ll fro n ts  o f the elec­
tio n  cam paign.

F rid a y , Nov. 4, candidate 
Shachtm an w i l l  address a b ig  
cam paign ra l ly  a t H e rm an R id- 
are J u n io r H ig h  School, Boston 
Road and 173rd S treet.

S a tu rday evening, a t the cor­
ner o f T rem on t and Prospect 
Avenues, scene o f m any o f the 
m ost successful e lection ra llies, 
candidate Shachtm an, George 
C larke, Steve P a rke r and others 
w i l l  address a mass m eeting  
w h ich  w il l  be the  cu lm in a tio n  of 
a to rc h lig h t parade.

M onday evening, Nov. 6, the 
n ig h t before the  po lls open, 
S hachtm an w il l  speak a t a mass 
ra l ly  on W a lton  Avenue and 170 
S tree t.

Loud speakers are being en­
gaged fo r  the S a tu rday  and M on­
day mass ra llies.

W atche rs  Needed
Charles R ub inste in  and S a lva­

to re  N in fo , candidates o f the 
A m erican  La bo r P a r ty  in  the 
B ronx, esatblished con tac t w ith  
comrade Shachtm an in  o rder to  
p e titio n  jo in t ly  the  Board o f 
E lections fo r  perm ission to  have 
w a tchers  a t the po lls. U nde r the 
New  Y o rk  e lection law , i t  is  nec­
essary fo r  three candidates to  
sub m it a  jo in t  p e tit io n  request­
in g  w atchers, and the p e tit io n  o f 
the th ree  candidates is now  be­
fo re  the  Board  o f E lections.

M ax B u r t  and George C larke, 
w ho are in  charge o f the cam ­
pa ign headquarters In the  B ronx, 
appealed today fo r  members 
and sym path ize rs o f the  Social­
is t  W orke rs  P a r ty  to  be in  a t­
tendance a t the cam paign office, 
1334 W ilk in s  Avenue, a ll day 
Tuseday.

H ow  to  V ote
The Cam paign C om m ittee  

aga in  rem inded a ll w o rke rs  in  
M an ha ttan  on the m ethods gov­
e rn in g  the w r ite - in  vote fo r  can­
d ida te  Paine. A cco rd in g  to  the

C ity  C harte r, “ To vote fo r  a per­
son whose nam e is  n o t p rin ted  
on th is  ba llo t, w r ite  h is  name on 
a b lank line  under the names o f 
the (o th e r) candidates and p u t a 
num ber in  the  square opposite 
to  show w h ich  choice you w ish 
to g ive  h im .”

F in a l arrangem ents fo r  the 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f e lection li te ra ­
tu re  showed th a t 150,000 le a f­
le ts  are be ing p rin te d  in s tru c t­
in g  w o rke rs  on how  to  vote fo r  
Shachtm an in  the  B ronx. The 
leafle ts w i l l  be ready fo r  d is tr ib ­
u tion  near the  po lls a ll day Tues­
day.

F ir s t  Choice
D w ig h t M acdonald, Secre tary 

o f the C am paign C om m ittee, re ­
m inded w o rke rs  today th a t a ll 
votes fo r  Shachtm an should be 
a f irs t  choice vote, bearing  the 
num era l one (1 ) opposite his 
name on the ba llo t. Second and 
th ird  choices, M acdonald stated, 
should be cast fo r  the  offic ia l 
candidates o f the A m erican  L a ­
bor P a rty , R ub inste in  and N in fo  
in  the B ronx.

The Cam paign C om m ittee  a l­
so cautioned w o rke rs  to  w r ite - in  
the name o f candidate . Paine 
c le a rly  and leg ib ly . The offic ia l 
name to  be w r it te n  in , the  C am ­
pa ign C om m ittee  sta ted, is 
George iL . Paine, w h ich  is  the  
w ay his name appears on the 
no m in a ting  pe tition^.

UNSER WORT
The new issue of U N S E R  

W ORT, con ta in ing  a rtic les  
on the  w a r s itu a tio n  w il l  a p - , 
pear s h o rtly . O rde r I t  f ro m  
Dale E dw ards P. O. B ox No. 
173, S ta. D, New  Y o rk , N .Y ,  
(12 copies GO c.)

N O TE
The a rt ic le  on the  s itu a tio n  in  

N a tio n a l M a ritim e  U nion, w h ich  
was to  have been continued In 
th is  issue, has been held over fo r  
the  ne x t issue.

Joseph Baskin, secretary o f the. labor frater­
nal order in this country, the Workmen’s Circle, 
has made public a report o f the arrest and im­
prisonment of a number o f prominent leaders 
of the Polish and Polish-Jewish labor and social­
ist movements. Most prominent among them, 
and perhaps better known to many in the Amer­
ican movement,, are.such men a.^.Heinrich F-hr- 
Iich and V ik to r Alter, the former especially well 
known in what was the “ left w ing”  o f the Sec­
ond International.

What is particularly important about Bas­
kin ’s report is that the socialist leaders were 
seized in Warsaw when the city fell to the Nazis 
and then turned over to the Stalinist authorities, 
who spirited away the prisoners to the Soviet 
Union.

W hile Baskin’s report is thus far not officially 
confirmed, we do not hesitate tb say that we are 
inclined to give it credence. In  any case, it is now 
clearly up to the Stalinist authorities or their 
spokesmen either to confirm or to deny the re-* 
port. Those who have no illusions about the as­
sassin iu the Kremlin know, however, that he is 
quite capable o f so abominable an act as is re­
ported by Baskin. The gang that did not hesitate 
to frame-up and murder the best representatives 
o f the Bolshevik revolution, would surely not 
turn a hair at hounding anti-Stalinist socialists 
to prison, or to death, in cooperation with H itler, 
H itle r’s army and H itle r’s Gestapo.

We have our political differences with the Pol­
ish and Polish-Jewish social democrats, and we 
have no reason either to conceal or minimize 
them. But that would not prevent us fo r a single 
moment from protesting most forcefully against 
the shameless procedure Stalin is now charged 
—  by Joseph Baskin —  rightly, in all probabil­
ity— with having followed.

I t  would be entirely in character for the Krem­
lin butcher-turnkey to work hand in glove with 
reaction in the arrest and imprisonment o f any 
labor leader who commits the crime o f refusing 
to bow to the Soviet despots.

THE M ARXIST SCHOOL
announces its F A L L  T E R M  COURSES 

to be held at the Cultural Center, Room 201. 125 West 33rd St., N. Y. C.
Classes Begin Monday, November 20th 

r .  H O W  C A P IT A L IS M  O PER ATES T Q D A Y  . . . .  Frank Demby 
Mondays^-7 :15 p.m.-8:40 p.m. . . . . . . .  6 Sessions, $1.00
A  course in  A pp lied  M a rx ia n  economics, dealing w ith  such m a tte rs  as the  basic 
causes o f , fhe  breakdown o f the  a u tom a tic  processes o f the business cycle, w a r 
and in fla tio n , economics under a  fa s c is t  system , the  economics o f the  fa rm  
problem , etc., etc.

2. SO C IALISM  A N D  W A R ...........................................M ax Shachtman
Mondays;— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m................................ . 6  Sessions, $1.00
B eg inn ing  w ith  the  g re a t w ars and revo lu tions o f the  la s t cen tu ry  th is  course 
w il l  proceed to  a  consideration o f the  the o re tic  and p ra c tic a l problem s o f today. 
W h a t are j  :s t w a rs?  H ow  can the socia l conquests o f the  S oviet U n ion be de­
fended? W hy do M a rx is ts  condemn pacifism ? H ow  should we ac t in  the  present 
w a r s itu a tio n ?

3. T H E  D E S T IN Y  OF T H E  N E G R O ................................J. R. Johnson
Tuesday^— 7:15 p.ni.-8:40 p.m.......................................6 Sessions, $1.00
T h is  course w il l  trace  the  h is to ry  o f the  N egro  peoples fro m  th e ir  enslavem ent to  
th e ir  present s trugg le  fo r  em ancipation and equa lity . The ch ie f so lu tions fo r  the 
N egro problem  w i l l  be examined.

4. E LE M E N T S  OF S O C IA L IS T  T H E O R Y  A N D  PR AC TIC E
Tuesdays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m..................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
A  course designed to  s u it the  needs o f young people and those in  the  labo r move- 
m eent who seek an understand ing o f basic princ ip les.

5. O R G A N IZ IN G  A M E R IC A N  L A B O R ...........................E. R. Frank
Wednesdays— 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
F irs t  hand accounts o f the  g re a t s tr ik e  s trugg les in  the  recent past, close-ups 
o f lead ing tra d e  union personalities, analyses o f c u rre n t trade  un ion events by 
one who personally p a rtic ip a te d  in  m any o f the  g re a t o rg a n iin g  d rives  o f 
the la s t few  years.

6. T H E  W A R  D E A L  IN  A C T IO N  James Burnham-Dwight Macdonald
Wednesdays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m................................6 Sessions, $1.00
Lectures on the  week by week developm ents in  A m erican  po litics . Consideration 
w ill be g iven to  such m a tte rs  as Congressional leg is la tion , M -D a y  plans, develop­
m ents in  the  business w o rld  in  re la tio n  to  the w ar, etc.

Registrations now being taken at the Labor Bookshop, 116 University Place, 
N.Y.C. from  1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Registration can also be made by mail to the 
school office, 116 Univcrsity+Placc. Prospective students are urged to register 
early.

I N  T H I S  
C O R N E R
-  By Max Shachtman- I

The recent invasion q f Poland has been contrasted 
in  these pages w ith  the  s itu a tio n  th a t p reva iled  d u r­
in g  the Russo-Polish w a r  in  1920. A t  th a t, tim e , the 
Red A rm y , exhausted and iil-equ ipped as i t  was, not 
on ly  succeeded in  repu ls ing  the invading PUsúdski 
forces (backed by W estern  im p e ria lis m ), b u t pursued 
them  on Polish soil. W ith  the Red A rm y  m arched the 
R e vo lu tion a ry  P o lish  C om m ittee. S up po rting  i t  was 
the re v o lu tio n a ry  vanguard  o f the  P o lish  w o rkers  
and peasants. M il ita n ts  everywhere, unconcerned 
then as the y  are now w ith  the fro n tie rs  a rb it ra r ily  
established by im peria lism , looked h o p e fu lly  fo r  the 
tr iu m p h  o f the Red A rm y  and the extension o f the 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion  th ro u g h o u t Poland.

The Russian masses, arm ed and unarm ed, were g iv ­
in g  a l iv in g  dem onstra tion  o f the v i ta l i t y  o f in te rn a ­
tio n a l s o lid a rity , o f  th e ir  ove rw h e lm ing  concern w ith  
the w o rld  soc ia lis t revo lu tion . I f  the  m arch  on W a r­
saw d id  n o t succeed then, i t  was o n ly  because Len in  
m is judged the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m a tu r i ty  o f the  P olish 
masses and overra ted the Red A rm y ’s powers « f  en­
durance a f te r  years o f d iff ic u lt  f ig h tin g . Len in  and 
the Bo lsheviks were, however, an im a ted exclusive ly 
by in te rn a tio n a lis t and soc ia lis t considerations.

S ta lin ?  H is  clique is  an im ated, a t  hojtne and 
abroad, exc lus ive ly  by  w h a t i t  believes w i l l  préserve 
the precarious ru le  o f the  a n ti-S o v ie t bureaucracy. 
O ur press has made th a t  c lear fo r  years. B u t  the re  is 
undoubtedly m ore th a n  th is  involved. S ta lin  and his 
bureaucracy are filled  w ith  M essianic delusions. The
G rea t Russian”  a tt itu d e  o f S ta lin  w as observed and 

condemned by  Len in  as fa r  back as 1921 and  1922. In  
recent years, S ovie t life  has been poisoned b y  S ta lin  
w ith  the g lo r if ic a tio n  o f the o ld  Czars arid th e ir  re ­
ta iners, w ith  eulogies to  P e te r the G rea t and o ther 
au tocra ts  o f the o ld  reg im e. S ta lin  is depicted as his 
g re a t h e ir and the executor o f h is am b itions. W e m ay 
be sure th a t S ta lin  has devoted m ore tha n  one spare 
hour to a s tudy o f the old Czars, th e ir  m ethods and 
th e ir  asp ira tions, and has in c reas ing ly  iden tified  h im ­
se lf w ith  them  in  h is m ind. W h a t the y  aim ed to  ac­
com plish by cunn ing  and b ru ta lity ,  can he n o t ac­
com plish w ith  h is even g re a te r cunn ing  and b ru ta li ty ?

From the Archives of Marxism
In  th a t connection, the  b y  no means du s ty  docu­

m ents o f M a rx ism  o ffe r an  in te re s tin g  s id e lig h t on 
th e  recent events.

“ So w e ll had th is  game succeeded," reads one o f 
these documents, “ and so long had  i t  been played, 
th a t, when Poland a t  la s t was ann ih ila ted , the re  was 
no o u tc ry  a t a ll in  Europe, and, indeed, people were 
astonished a t th is  on ly , th a t  Russia should have the 
generosity  o f  g iv in g  such a la rge  slice q f  the  te r r i­
to ry  to  A u s tr ia  and P russia .

“ The w a y  in  w h ich  th is  p a r t i t io n  was b rough t 
about, is p a r t ic u la r ly  in te res ting . T here  was, a t  th a t 
tim e, a lready an en lightened ‘pub lic  op in ion ’ in  E u r ­
ope. A lth o u g h  the (L o n d o n ! T im es newspaper had 
n o t y e t begun to  m anu fac tu re  th a t  a rtic le , the re  was 
th a t  k in d  o f pub lic  op in ion w h ich  had been created 
by  the  immense influence o f D idero t, V o lta ire , Rous­
seau and the  o th e r F rench  w r ite rs  o f  the  e igh teen th  
cen tu ry . Russia a lw ays knew  th a t  I t  is  im p o rta n t ip . 
Hhve pub lic  op in ion on one’s side, i f  possible, and 
Russia to o k  care  to  have i t ,  too. The co u rt o f  C a the r­
ine n  was made the  headquarters o f th e  en lightened 
men o f the day, especia lly F renchm en; the  m ost en­
ligh tened p rinc ip les  were professed by th e  Em press 
and her C ourt, and so w e ll d id  she succeed in  de­
ce iv ing  them  th a t  V o lta ire  and m any o th e rs  sang the 
praise o f the  ‘Sem iram is o f the N o rth , ’ and p ro c la im ­
ed Russia the m ost progressive c o u n try  in  the  w orld , 
the home o f lib e ra l princ ip les, the cham pion o f re­
lig ious  to le ra tion .

"R e lig ious to le ra tio n — th a t was the  w o rd  wanted 
to  p u t down Poland. Poland had a lw ays  been extrem e­
ly  lib e ra l in  re lig iou s  m a tte rs ; w itness the  asylum  
Jews found there w h ile  they were persecuted in  a ll 
o th e r p a rts  o f Europe. The g re a te r po rtion  o f  the 
people in  the E aste rn  provinces belonged to  the Greek 
fa ith ,  w h ile  the  Poles p rope r were Rom an Catholics. 
A  considerable p o rtio n  o f these G reek C a tho lics  had 
been induced, d u rin g  the s ix teen th  cen tu ry , to  ac­
knowledge the suprem acy o f the Pope, and w ere ca ll­
ed U n ited  Greeks; b u t  a g re a t m any continued tru e  
to th e ir  o ld  Greek re lig io n  in  a ll respects. -Théy were 
p r in c ip a lly  the  serfs, th e ir  noble m asters be ing a lm ost 
a ll Roman Catholics, they  were l i t t le  Russians [U k ­
ra in ia n s ] by n a tio n a lity . Now , th is  Russian 'Govern­
m ent, w h ich  d id  n o t to le ra te  a t home a n y : Other re ­
lig io n  b u t the G reek, and punished apoSt'àfcÿ as a 
crim e ; w h ich  was conquering fo re ig n  na tion á ’ and an­
nex ing  fo re ign  provinces r ig h t  and le f t ;  abid 'w h ic h  
was a t  th a t tim e  engaged in  r iv e tin g  s t i l l  f ir in e r  the 
fe tte rs  o f the Russian se rf— th is  same Ruskíári Govr 
e rnm ent came soon upon Poland in  the ñam é o f ; re­
lig ious to le ra tio n , because Poland was saíáTto op­
press the Greek C atholics; in  the name o f tbe  p r in ­
cip le  o f na tion a litie s , because the in ha b itan ts  o f  these 
E aste rn  provinces were L i t t le  Russians, arid ough t, 
the re fore , to  be annexed to  G rea t Russia; A n d  in  the 
name o f  the r ig h t  o f revo lu tion  a rm in g  the  serfs 
aga ins t th e ir  m asters. Russia is  no t a t a l l sdhupulous 
in  the selection o f her means. T a lk  abou t à  w a r  o f 
class aga inst class as som eth ing e x trem e ly  re vo lu tio n ­
a ry ;— w hy, Russia set such a w a r on fo o t' in  Poland 
nearly  100 years ago, and a fine specimen o f a class- 
w a r i t  was, when Russian soldiers and L i t t lè  Russian 
serfs w e n t in  com pany to  bu rn  down the eastles o f 
Polish lords, m ere ly  to  prepare Russian annexation, 
w h ich  be ng once accomplished the same Russian sol­
d ie rs p u t the serfs back aga in  under the yoke  o f 
th e ir  lords.

An Interesting Parallel
" A l l  th is  was do..e in  the cause o f re lig ious to le ra ­

tion , because th é  p rinc ip le  o f n a tio n a litie s  was n o t 
then fash ionable in  W estern  Europe. B u t i t  was held 
up before the eyes o f the L i t t le  Russ.an peasants a t 
the tim e, and has played an im p o rta n t p a r t since in  
Polish a ffa irs . The f ir s t  and fo rem ost am b itio n  o f 
Russia is the un ion o f a ll Russian tribes  under the 
Czar who ca lls h im se lf the A u to c ra t o f a l l Russias 
(Sam oderzhets vseross iisk i), and am ong these she in ­
cludes W h ite  and L i t t le  Russia. A n d  in  o rd e r to  prove 
th a t her am b itio n  w e n t no fu r th e r , she took v e ry  good 
care, d u rin g  the three p a rtitio n s , to annex none b u t 
W h ite  and L i t t le  Russian provinces; le av in g  the coun­
t r y  inhab ited  by Poles, and even a p o rtio n  o f L i t t le  
Russia (E as te r G a lic ia ) to  her accomplices. . .

'th u s  F rede ric  Engels, in  “ The D o c trine  o f N a tio n ­
a l i ty  A pp lied  to  P oland,”  the th ird  o f a series o f a r ­
tic les he w ro te  on Poland in  the  B r it is h  periodica l, 
The Com m onwealth, on S a tu rday, M ay 5, 1866.

A lth o u g h  the S ta lin  reg im e is no t the fe u d a l-m ili­
ta ry  reg im e o f P ete r o r C atherine o r any o f the  o th e r 
C za ris t au tocra ts, and the s itua tion s  are d iffe re n t In 
m ore than  one o ther respect (the  a ttitu d e  o f B eck’s 
Poland tow ards the Jews is b u t one exam p le !), the 
pa ra lle l in  o th e r respects is n o t un in te res ting .


