
LET THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON WAR S o c ia lis t A p p e a l

O ffic ia l Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International— Issued Twice Weekly

WORKERS OF THE 
W ORLD U N IT E !

VOL. I l l ,  NO. 84 N E W  Y O R K, F R ID A Y , N O V E M B E R  3, 1939 167 T H R E E  (3 ) CENTS

EMBARGO REPEAL IS STEP TOWARDS WAR!
S. W.P. Calls fo r  an A n ti-W a r Vote!
Cast Number-One 
Ballot for Shachtman 
In Bronx—W rite-In  
Paine in Manhattan

Entering the last weeks o f the New York e’ection cam
paign, Max Shachtman and George Lyman Paine, Council- 
manic candidates Qf the Socialist Workers Party fo r the 
Bronx and Manhattan, called upon the workers o f both bor
oughs to cast their number one ballots fo r the anti-war party 
as an endorsement of its struggle against the war and Ameri
can involvement in it. %

“ We ask the voters of the Bronx to cast their number one 
ballot for Shachtman and in Manhattan to write-in the name 
o f George Lyman Paine as a vote symbolic of the desire to 
place in-the City Council representatives o f the party which is 
really fighting against war,”  both candidates declared today.

W riting  to the South Bronx Committee for Tolerance on 
the fascist issue, Candidate Shachtman stated, “ My position 
on the question o f intolerance and o f such movements as are 
represented by the so-called ‘Christian Mobiiizers’ and the 
‘Christian Front’ is the position uncompromisingly held by my 
Party, the Socialist Workers Party. We condemn all such 
movements which are aimed at dividing the working class in 
the face o f their real enemies along the artificial lines o f race 
and religion.”

The letter, which was read at a public mass meeting spon
sored by the South Bronx Committee, declares further, “ We 
stand at all times for the unity o f the working class in defense 
of its interests regardless of racial or religious opinions or 
origins. We do not, however, confine ourselves to a purely 
literary condemnation of fascism, fascist groups and their 
activities. Our Party calls fo r the organization o f Workers 
Defense Guards to protect the labor movement and all national 
or religious minorities from the assaults of the fascists.”

Although George Lyman Paine has been ruled off the 
Counci.manic ballot by the Board of Elections on a flimsy 
technicality, the Campaign Committee reiterated its plan fo r a 

(C om inued’on P age 3)

Bill Turns U. S. 
Into Armory for 
Allied War Camp

Roosevelt, Having Pushed Immediate Plans 
Through the Senate, with the House Sure 
To Follow, W ill Now Adjourn Congress

The Administration steam-roller, rejuvenated by a slash
ing 3 to 1 victory over the collapsing isolationists in the Sen
ate, this weex cut debate on Roosevelt’s war-promoting Neu
tra lity Act down to twelve hours maximum, and was all set 
to have the bill on the White House desk and the session ad
journed before Saturday.

During its passage through the Senate, the pretense thht 
the Roosevelt. measure was designed to safeguard United 
States “ neutrality”  was grad-*!

‘s t r ic t  clauses”  even o f the b ill 
as o r ig in a lly  presented by  the ad
m in is tra tio n  forces were chopped 
away.

Legal Form ula
The b i l l  o n g m a .iy  p ro n ib ited  U . 

S. ships fro m  en te rin g  any be llig 
e ren t ports . N ow  o n ly  the  b e llig 
e ren t p o rts  in  the  n o rth  o f E u r- 

. ,  ̂ , . , , ., -ope are on the  closed lis t, rhe
m ig h t  h a ve  slowed down the,p)an th a t ben ig erents m ust pay

ually dropped. Defenders and 
opponents alike admitted quite 
frankly that the object o f the 
bill is to line up the United 
States on the side o f the An-* 
glo-French war machine.

Every amendment that

march toward war was quick
ly thrown out by huge m ajori
ties. I t  took about ten m inu tes to 
dispose o f a w a te red  version o f 
the Lu d low  A m endm ent offered 
by S enator L a F o lle tte . The

Behind the Lines
By G E O R G E  S T E R N .

B y  G EORGE S T E R N
The fuss be ing k icked  up over 

the C ity  o f F l in t  in c iden t is  p a rt 
o f a  m any-sided cam paign con
sciously designed to  w h ip  up 
an ti-S ov ie t sen tim en t in  th is  
coun try .

Roosevelt’s S ta te  D epa rtm en t 
is us ing the  k in d  o f language in  
t il ls  a ffa ir  th a t  is  used on ly  
aga inst an enemy, ac tu a l o r po
te n tia l. In  the  ve ry  m id s t o f a ll 
the  to-do over the  C ity  o f F lin t,  
sh ipp ing com panies w h ich  have 
had a t least five  vessels de
ta ined fo r  weeks by the  B r it is h  
navy have been unable to  ge t 
F ra n k lin ’s m an C orde ll to  say 
even boo to  the  B r it is h . B u t 
when the C ity  o f F l in t  m a tte r 
came up, the Roosevelt w a r deal 
gang w e n t to  w o rk  fu l l  b las t 
and, n a tu ra lly , the  whole press 
is g le e fu 'ly  jo in in g  in  gang ing  
up on Russia.

There is  a lo t  o f pa laver about 
" in te rn a tio n a l la w ”  be ing spilled 
over th is  a ffa ir. I t  so happens

and p riva te , to  prepare the  
ground fo r  A m erican  p a rtic ip a 
tion  in  the  w a r aga ins t Russia 
th a t m ost o f the  A llie d  sta tes
men s t i l l  coun t on as the  u l t i 
mate outcom e o f the  present 
con flic t.

T h a t is the m eaning o f the 
C ity  o f F l in t  hu llaba loo. I t  is 
also the  m eaning o f the d ip lo 
m a tic  game go ing  on across the 
o the r side o f the w o rld  in  T okyo  
where Roosevelt, in  co llabora tion  
w ith  the B r it is h , is  tes tin g  the 
ground fo r  a deal w ith  Japan 
th a t w i l l  assure the  Japanese 
role in  the  pro jected an ti-S ov ie t 
war. C ham berla in  hoped to  get 
H it le r  to  f ig h t Russia instead o f 
hav ing  to  f ig h t H it le r  h im se lf 
f irs t. In  the  same w ay, the  W a ll 
S treet-R oosevelt cabal hopes to  
fan  a Soviet-Japanese con flic t 
w ith o u t f ir s t  hav ing  to  e lim ina te  
Japanese power its e lf.

A s  th is  d rive  gets underway, 
one th in g  has to  be k e p t c lea rly  
and f irm ly  in  m ind  by  every 
th in k in g  w o rke r who r ig h t ly

th a t  in  seiz ing the vessel the | bat es S ta lin  and a ll h is w orks. 
Germans were w ith .n  th e ir  j r] 'bf, w a r-m ong e ring  bosses are 
“ r ig h ts ”  as r ig h ts  go under the  s tra ig h t a t the  restora-
anarchy c y n ic a lly  labelled in - j j on Gf  p r iva te  p ro p e rty  in  Rus

sia. The co llec tiv ized  economy

MINNEAPOLIS PUTS ANOTHER 
TWENTY-FIVE W.P.A. STRIKERS 
ON TRIAL IN FEDERAL COURT

{S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l) 
M IN N E A F Q L IS , O c t .  3 0 —  

T w en ty -five  m en and wom en go 
on t r ia l today in  Judge Joyce’s 
Federa l co u rt fo r  th e ir  p a r t ic i
pa tion  in  the na tion -w ide  W P A  
s tr ik e  th is  sum m er.

T h is  is  the  th ird  t r ia l  so fa r  
A s in  the  f ir s t  tw o, in  w h ich  e igh t 
W P A  w o rke rs  were found g u ilty  
and fo u r  were acquitted , the de
fendants are being tr ie d  fo rm a lly  
under a prov is ion  o f the Roose- 
ve lt-W oodrum  R e lie f La w  w h ich  
m akes i t  a crim e to " in te rfe re  
w ith ”  W P A  w orkers . A c tu a lly , 
however, they are be ing tr ied  un 
der the Roosevelt - made la w : 
“ Y ou can’t  s tr ik e  aga inst the 
governm ent.”

Businessmen’s Ju ry  
I t  is  expected th a t, as in  the 

f ir s t  tw o  tr ia ls , the ju r y  w i l l  be 
d ra w n  from - ru ra l sections o f th is  
Federa l d is tr ic t,  to  m ake sure 
th a t  no w o rke rs  o r friends  o f la 
bor are on the ju ry .

W here fac ts  canno t be tw is ted  
to  arouse the pre jud ices o f a bus
inessmen’s ju ry ,  the  Federa l pros
e c u to r-p ro c e e d in g  under orders 
fro m  W ash ing ton  —  adds to  the 
charges a "consp iracy”  in d ic t
m ent, and the judge defines “ con
sp ira cy " in  such broad te rm s th a t 
convic tions can be voted by  the 
ju r y  w ith o u t bo the ring  about ev i
dence.

In  the la s t tr ia l,  Judge Joyce 
in s tru c tin g  the  ju r y  on the mean
in g  o f the "consp iracy”  in d ic t
m ent, made i t  broad enough to

fo rm  an u n la w fu l ac t aga ins t the 
governm ent, w he the r the y  acted 
separa te ly  o r toge ther.”

A n ti-L a b o r Weapon
The conspiracy charge was a 

notorious weapon used by boss- 
dom inated cou rts  aga inst trade 
unions fo r  m any decades. I t  v io 
lated, am ong o th e r th ings, the 
fundam enta l tenet o f la w  th a t 
men should no t be punished ex
cept fo r  o v e rt acts. I f  “ the ob ject 
o f a conspiracy need no t be ac
com plished to  m ake i t  a conspir
acy,”  any s tr ik e  action  defined as 
a conspiracy is  punishable. O rga
nized la bo r was successful iu  
fo rc in g  the  cou rts  to  abandon 
th is  fo rm  o f fram eu p  to a con
siderable ex ten t— u n t il now, when 
i t  is  revived by the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n !

U n ite d  S tates A tto rn e y  A nd e r
son, who has so fa r  secured in 
d ic tm ents  aga inst 150 men, w o
m en and you th , announced th is  
week th a t he has pe titioned  the 

(C on tinued  on P age 3)

THE FLAME OF 
REVOLUTION STILL 
BURNS IN  GERMANY

U nder a Copenhagen date
line  o f Sept. 24, the  B e rlin  co r
respondent o f the P aris  Temps 
— a jo u rn a lis t who spent years 
in  G erm any before the present 
w a r— rep orts  the  fo llo w in g  in 
te re s tin g  item  concern ing un
derground a c t iv ity  in  G erm an 
c itie s  w h ich  are blacked o u t 
n ig h tly  as a precau tion  aga inst 
A llie d  a ir  ra ids :

“ B E R L IN  A T  N IG H T .
“ A cco rd ing  to  in fo rm a tio n  

received fro m  various sources, 
the Germ an police are increas
in g  th e ir  v ig ilance  aga ins t nu 
m erous outrages and acts o f 
sabotage. In  B e rlin  and o th e r 
la rge  cities, n ig h t pa tro ls  have 
been organized o f SS men and 
vo lun teers in  o rder to  sup
press disorders com m itted  un 
der p ro te c tion  o f the darkness. 
A  fe w  n ig h ts  ago in  the  old 
com m un is t section o f B e rlin , 
a p a tro l discovered a  num ber 
o f p lacards on w a lls , bearing 
a red border and these w ords: 
’D ow n w ith  H it le r  and S ta lin !

MEXICAN STALINISTS PUBLISH 
FILTHY ANTI-SEMITIC ATTACK 
ON THE TROTSKYIST MOVEMENT

B y D IE G O  M O N T A N E Z
The Oct. 18 issue o f “ L a  Voz de 

M exico,”  o rgan  o f the  C om m unist 
P a r ty  o f M exico, ca rries  the fo l
lo w in g  headline on page 2: “ T ro t 
s k y is t Jews S upport A lm azan.”  
The fa c t th a t no T ro tsky is ts , 
Jew ish o r otherw ise, are suppo rt
in g  A lm azan  (a re a c tio n a ry  P res
id e n tia l candidate) is here com
p a ra tiv e ly  u n im p o rta n t. W h a t is 
im p o rta n t is the a n ti - S em itic

trea ted the P olish p rob lem ; hav
in g  pro tested energe tica lly , the 
d issenters were insu lted  and, an 
a tte m p t to  th ro w  them  o u t o f 
the room  being v io le n t ly  resisted 
by them , the  m ee ting  broke up 
in  blows.

“ A m ong  the  T ro ts k y is t  Jews 
who d is tingu ished  themselves by 
th e ir  a tta cks  on the S oviet U n 
ion, the  C om m unist P a rty , the 
P R M  and P resident Cardenas

note in  the propaganda o f the were the  m usic c r it ic  Khan, the
S ta lin is t w in g  o f the S ta lin -H itle r  
bloc.

The a rtic le  reads as fo llow s: 
“ A  group o f T ro ts k y is ts  th a t 
meets a t No. 15 Tacuba S treet, 
composed in  its  m a jo r ity  o f Jew 
ish and c a p ita lis t elements, has 
dedicated its e lf  to  a tta c k in g  the

d ry  goods m erchan t, Zaharias, 
and tw o  o f the ed ito rs  o f L a  Voz 
Is ra e lita  named R ub inste in  and 
A braham s.

“ These in d iv idua ls , open ly In 
te rven in g  in  n a tion a l p o lit ic a l
questions (W h a t, “ com rades”  ? 
A re n ’t  Jews a  le g itim a te  p a r t o f

reg im e o f P resident Cardenas and | the na tion  ? D. M .), also a ttacked  
sup po rting  A lm azan. The la s t ¡G eneral M anue l A v ila  Camacho, 
m eeting  o f the a fo re -m en tioned1 c a llin g  h im  an agent o f S ta lin , 
ind iv idua ls , on the P olish s itua - [ and dec la ring  th a t the candidate
tion , produced a  scandalous a ffa ir. 
N o t everyone present agreed w  th  
the w ay the leaders o f the group

N. M. U. Bureaucrats S k irt R ea l 
Demands o f  M aritim e  Workers

who should be supported is Gen
era l Juan A nd reu  A lm azan .”  

U sua l Dem agogy 
The a rtic le  then ends, in  the 

ty p ic a l s ty le  o f the N az i dem a
gogue w ith  w hom  th e ir  m aste r 
S ta lin  has now a llied  h im se lf, 
w ith  an a tta c k  on the  “ ca p ita l
is t Jews.”  The la s t pa rag raph  
reads:

cash fo r  and take  t i t le  to  a ll 
goods before they  leave th is  coun
t r y  is  g o t around by ano the r am 
endm ent w h ich  m akes th is  p ro 
v is ion  app ly  o n ly  to  be llige ren t 
governm ents and n o t to  ’ p r iv a te ”  
c itizens o r f irm s  w ith in  the  w a r
r in g  countries.

The b ill,  as i t  is  com ing o u t o f 
Congress, am ounts s im p ly  to  th is : 
a lega l fo rm u la  fo r  tu rn in g  the 
U.S. in to  the  ch ie f a rm o ry  fo r  
A ng lo -F re nch  im p e ria lism  and a t 
the same tim e  b u ild in g  U.S. a rm a
m en t indus tries  up to  peak p ro 
duction  in  p re pa ra tion  fo r  the 
day when Roosevelt decides to 
declare w a r as m aste r o f the 
"d em ocra tic ”  bloc.

Bom bers On T h e ir  W ay 
On the day o f the fin a l Senate 

vote, the  newspapers o f P aris  
and London carried  banner head
lines announcing the g re a t v ic 
to ry  w h ich  they  had won in  
W ashington.

A cco rd in g  to  re liab le  reports , 
the flow  o f a irp lanes w il l  n o t ev
en w a it  fo r  boats to  ship them. 
H undreds o f bombers, i t  is said, 
w ill,  beg inn ing  ne x t week, be 
flow n f ir s t  to  the g re a t a irp o rt 
a t Botwood, N ova Scotia. F ro m  
there  the y  w i l l  take  o ff fo r  E n g 
land and F rance.

The Botw ood base has, d u rin g  
the past several years, been re 
constructed w ith  e xa c tly  th is  
p lan  in  m ind. F ly in g  the planes 
over w i l l  save tim e  and in  a ll 
p ro b a b ility  be accompanied by 
few e r losses tha n  i f  the p lane3 
were shipped— since one ship to r 
pedoed means fro m  20 to  50 
planes gone. N a tu ra lly , a fa i r  
percentage o f the  planes fro m  
Botw ood w i l l  fa i l  to  fin ish  the 
tr ip , w h ich  w i l l  be hard  on the p i
lo ts  concerned. B u t, C ham berla in  
and Roosevelt figu re , there are 
p len ty  o f young  m en to  m ake p i- 
.c ts  ou t of.

W ith  the  l i f t in g  o f the embargo, 
Roosevelt w i l l  have g o t every- 

m u s tj th in g  ou t o f Congress th a t he

labelled
te rn a tio n a l law .”  B u t th is  in te r 
na tiona l la w  seems to  consist 
m a in ly  o f the  p re roga tives of 
those s trong  enough to  take  
w h a t the y  w ant. Roosevelt has 
been do ing a l i t t le  one-man le g 
is la tin g  in  th is  fie ld  h im se lf, as 
when he qu ite  a rb it ra r i ly  ru led 
a l i t t le  w h ile  ago th a t  A m erican  
te r r ito r ia l w a te rs  extend n o t to 
the usual th ree -m ile  l im i t  b u t

created by the  w o rke rs  in  th e ir  
revo lu tion  rem ains, despite S ta l
in ’s grotesque d is to rtio n  o f it ,  
the  m ain ob ject o f cap ita lis t, 
ha tred.

ed w ith  the W P A  s tr ike . He to ld  
the ju r y  a conspiracy in d ic tm e n t 
“ does no t mean consp ira tors  m ust 
be acquainted o r  take  p a r t  in  
conception o f the  consp iracy” — 

i w h ich  in  p la in  E ng lish  means 
O u r job  is no t to  help the car»- j th a t a m an does no t have to con- 

ita lis ts  restore  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  I spire in  o rder to  be a consp ira tor, 
in  Russia b u t to  p reven t thorn j 'C irc u m s ta n tia l Evidence 
fro m  do ing it .  O ur job  is to  help I “ Those who come in , la te r  and 
the Russian w o rke rs  o ve rth row  ' cooperate to  ob ta in  u n la w fu l re-

B y  .S ID N E Y  M O O R E
In  the Oct. 27 issue o f the P ilo t, 

the leadership o f the N a tion a l 
M a r it im e  U n ion  declared th rou gh  

cover p ra c tic a lly  eve ry  W P A  and j an e d ito r ia l th a t, " in  d ra w in g  up 
unemployed w o rk e r in  the co u n -jo u r proposed agreem ent th is  year, 
t r y  who supported o r sym pa th iz - i we based ou r demands upon the

1,000 m iles o u t to  sea and fa r -  g^a lin  and re-assert th e ir  own I su its  o f a conspiracy become
th e r i f  necessary.

So le t no one ge t he t up  about 
who's “ r ig h t ”  a n d  w h o ’ s 
"w ro n g .”  There ’s no th in g  r ig h t  
in  the  m id s t o f im p e r ia lis t w a r 
except the fiercest, m ost un re 
le n tin g  s trugg le  aga 'ns t it .

The m ain  th in g  to  ge t ho ld o f 
is  the  fa c t th a t  the  Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  is de libe ra te ly  en
gaged in  a  d rive , bo th pub lic

power and the  w ay to  do th is  
best is to  p u t an end to  p r iv a te  
p ro p e rty  th rou gh  w o rke rs ’ rev
o lu tio n  here and everywhere in  
th is  charne l house o f a bosses’ 
w orld .

T h a t is  the road to  fu tu re  
peace and p len ty . A l l  o ther

of I I t

pa rtn e rs  and assume responsib ili
ty  fo r  th a t w h ich  w e n t before,”  
said the judge.

“ P roo f o f a conspiracy,”  he 
w e n t on, “ m ay be by c ircum stan 
t ia l evidence. . . . The ob ject o f a 
consp iracy need n o t be accom
plished to  m ake i t  a conspiracy, 

is su ffic ien t to  show th a t aw ays lead to  b lin d  a lleys 
death  and de s tru c tion  and per- j g roup came to  a m u tu a l under- 
petuated poverty . | s tand ing  o r agreem ent to  per-

m in im um  needs o f the m em ber
ship.”  A nd  w h a t should one o f the 
M A IN  D E M A N D S  be? "O u r 
m a in  demand is th a t the present 
agreem ent be c la rified  so as to 
expedite the mechanics o f in te r
p re ta tion .”

Here we have the cow ard ly  ad
m ission by a bu reaucra tic  lead
ersh ip  th a t th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  the 
ra n k  and file  demands means ex
a c tly  no th ing . T h e ir a tte m p t to 
c la r ify  the issues to an im p a tie n t 
m em bership is as c lear as th e ir  
‘m ain dem and.”  To understand 

th a t pecu lia r and mean ngless 
phrase th ro w n  o u t a lm ost in 
su ltin g ly  to  the  ra n k  and file  as 
a “ m a in  dem and,”  we m ust f ir s t 
ly  resta te  the A C T U A L  D E 
M A N D S  and the R E A L  s itu a 
tio n  e x is tin g  on the w a te rfro n t.

There is a c ris is  developing on

the w a te rfro n ts  o f the E aste rn  
seaboard. W ith in  a few  weeks 
the m a ritim e  w o rke rs  can expect 
an unprecedented boss offensive 
aga inst th e ir  liv in g  standards and 
organized power. I t  m ust be 
c le a rly  understood th a t the Roos
eve lt W a r Deal A d m in is tra tio n , 
ac tin g  th rou gh  the agency o f the 
Federal M a ritim e  Commission, is 

jo in t  a lliance w ith  the sh ip
owners in  th is  un ion-sm ash ing 
drive . N o v ic to ry  can be expected 
by the m a ritim e  w o rke rs  unless 
they are aw are o f th is  A C T U A L  
alliance, and govern th e ir  actions 
accord ing ly.

The present leadership o f the 
K M U  has con s tan tly  a ttem pted 
to befuddle the  m em bership on 
th is  score. Even worse, the S ta l- 
n is t leadership is s t i l l  w r i t in g  

b lank checks fo r  the  W a r Deal 
A d m in is tra tio n . They are va in ly  
a tte m p tin g  to  separate before the 
eyes o f the m em bership th is  be
hind-the-scenes b u t nevertheless 
actua l a lliance between B ig  Bus
iness and the boys in  the W h ite

“ The M exican people
know  who are the new frie n d s  | w an ts  fo r  the m om ent. He w ill,  
and pa rtisans  o f A lm azan : the ! the re fore , send them  aw ay fro m  

House. Thus, in  the same P ilo t  [ c a p ita lis t Jews, exp lo ite rs  o f the  I W ash ing ton in  double-quick tim e, 
e d ito r ia l: ¡M exican  w o rk in g  men and w o - |so th a t he w i l l  be le f t  free  fro m

“ One o f the answers o f B ig  men, r ic h  m onopo lis tic  m erchants 
Business, w h ich  c e rta in ly  in c lud - w ho s ta rve  the  people.”  (E m pha- 
es shipowners, was the Dies Com- sis m ine. — D. M .) 
m ittee . I ts  purpose was tw o -fo ld :^  F o r  fo u r  years, u n t il a few  

labo r and the Roosevelt -wekes ago, the L a tin -A m e ric a n
agents o f S ta lin  were lic k in g  the 
boots o f the "d em ocra tic ”  im per- 

( Continued on Page 3)

smear
A d m in is tra tio n .”  This, in  face o f 
the fa c t th a t  every un ion busting  
cam paign was a lw ays begun by 
the M a ritim e  Com m ission— a col- 
'ec tion  o f Roosevelt’s r ig h t-h a n d  
men. P roo f?  The opening o f the 
.'ink-herd ing ha lls  on the E as t 
coast by the M a ritim e  Com m is-| 
sion to  break the pow er o f the i 
Un ion h ir in g  ha ll. The re c ru it-  
cent ta n k e r s tr ik e  by  these f in k ' 
ba lls and by H o ffm an ’s Is la n d — ' 
a M a ritim e  Commission base to  
“ t ra in ”  new m en in  the  "sea-go
in g  tra d itio n .” '

Basic Demands
N o tw ith s ta n d in g  the S ta lin is t 

w h ite -w ash ing  squad, and con
spicuous by th e ir  absence in  the 
d a ily  propaganda o f the P ilo t, 
are the  fo llo w in g  basic economic 

(C ontinued on Page 3) I

any possible in te rfe rence  in  ta k 
in g  the new and rap id  steps to
w a rd  w a r w h ich  are to  fo llo w  in 
the next tw o  m onths. A nd  he w il l  
have a chance to  com plete his 
p io jec ted  fo u r  b illio n  do l.a r arm s 
budget to  present to  the re g u la r 
session when i t  opens on Jan. 3.

What Your Dollar Can Do
O N E  D O L L A R  w il l  d is tr ib u te  150 copies o f ou r e lection 

p la tfo rm , 
o r
350 E L E C T IO N  T H R O W -A W A Y S  
o r
20 E L E C T IO N  PO STERS

F IV E  D O LL A R S  w i l l  p u t one unem ployed com rade to  w o rk  
s tum p ing  fo r  th e  a n ti-w a r message o f the  S oc ia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty  and its  banner bearer, M ax  Shachtm an 

G IV E  TO T H E  A N T I-W A R  P A R T Y
G IV E  TO T H E  E L E C T IO N  C A M P A IG N  F O R  M A X  S H A C H T 
M A N  A N D  G EORGE L Y M A N  P A IN E

Send y o u r c o n trib u tio n s  to :  E . I t .  F R A N K , 118 U n iv e r
s ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .
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A  New A n t i-W a r  P am phle t

Labor and the Second W orld War
By J. R. Johnson

TROTSKY TELLS BRITISH PAPER 
HE WILL NOT WRITE FOR IT 
IN SHARPLY WORDED STATEMENT

i n

Franklin Roosevelt, War-Monger
On A pril 14, addressing the Governing Board o f the 

Pan-American Union in New York, Franklin Roosevelt, 
war-monger ,warned all foreign powers to keep their hands 
i f f  “ continental America.”  In other words, Latin America 
was the exclusive property o f American imperialism.

On A pril 16, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, asked 
Congress for $200,000,000 to widen the Panama Canal for 
war. On July 2, the National Guard staged a big war dem
onstration in Chicago, with tramping men, bombing planes 
flying, martial music playing.

On August 18, Queen's University, at Kingston, Ontar
io, conferred an honorary degree on the President. In  his 
speech o f acceptance, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, 
pledged the armed forces o f the Americas for the defense 
of Canada.

On September 25, when the German-Czechoslovakian 
crisis became acute, Franklin Roosevelt, never missing a 
chance, addressed appeals for peace to H itle r and Benes. In 
reality those letters were addressed to the American people, 
preparing them for war. What else did Roosevelt mean by 
th is: “ The supreme desire of the American people is to live 
in peace. But in the event o f a general war they face the 
fact that no nation can escape the consequences o f such a 
world catastrophe.”  Day by day he drummed war into the 
ears and dangled it before the eyes o f the American people.

W ar requires national unity. On October 15, Roosevelt 
issued an appeal to business to cooperate with the govern
ment. Above all, war requires a docile labor movement, and 
one o f the war-monger’s main preoccupations is to get the 
C.I.O. and the A.F. o f L. united so that he can “ discipline”  
them. To the A.F. o f L. convention, in the fall, he wrote a 
letter asking for a settlement o f their quarrel with the 
C.I.O.

The Lima Swindle
On October 14, the War Office announced that it had 

completed a survey o f ten thousand factories for the pur
pose o f working out a skeleton organization to coordinate 
production in war. From the factory owners, said the War 
Office, it had met w ith a spirit o f complete cooperation. No 
doubt. The war is fo r their benefit. These gentlemen do not 
go to war themselves, and they pile up enormous profits.

On October 26, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, said in 
a radio speech that the war plans must be completely over
hauled and accelerated. On November 15, he raised a new 
slogan, “ continental defense.”  The land, sea, and air forces 
would be brought to the level needed for action anywhere 
from the A rctic Circle to Cape Horn. He would hang his 
war-helmet on any peg, the higher the better. Near the end 
o f the year he announced his delegation to the Lima con
ference.

This Lima conference was the most potent o f all the 
threadbare swindles Roosevelt has been perpetrating on the 
people. The largest o f the Latin American countries, Brazil, 
is a fascist state. So is Bolivia. So is Paraguay. In fact, 
there are not more than half a dozen “ democracies”  in all 
Latin America. But w ith the coming war in mind, Cordell 
Hull, under Roosevelt’s orders, spent weeks intriguing for 
a declaration o f solidarity in the name o f American “ dem
ocracies.”  The end of 1938 saw H u ll bringing back to his 
master the lying Declaration of Lima. H u ll did not state 
that his hardest job at the Conference had been to stifle a 
resolution by the Latin American countries against, not 
H itle r and Mussolini, but against American intervention in 
Latin America on behalf o f American investors. The best 
that H u ll could do was postpone it for five years.

Roosevelt celebrated the end o f the year by announcing 
on December 28 that he would build ten thousand war 
planes. Thus ends a short summary o f Roosevelt's .work 
for “ democracy”  and “ peace”  in 1938.

Look at the Record
Naturally 1939 saw him step up the furious pace of 

1938. We can only point to the highlights. A  war budget of 
$1,319,558,000. On January 31, he said that America’s 
frontier was “ in France.”  He attacked his old enemy, the 
Ludlow referendum. Let the people vote on war? No, said 
Roosevelt. Eleanor Roosevelt wrote a special article in 
Liberty denouncing the bi.l.

He fought to remove the embargo on thd sale o f arms. 
Today he mouths phrases about neutrality. But months be
fore the war had begun in Europe, he announced that 
America would go in. Speaking at Warm Springs in Georg
ia in the spring o f 1939, he said he would go back in the 
fall “ i f  we don’t have a war.”  The Washington Post inter
preted this to mean that a new war was rapidly approach
ing and that it was hopeless to believe that America could 
keep out. In one of his press conferences, Roosevelt warm
ly approved this editorial.

Think back fo r a moment, workers and farmers, and see 
the pit that American imperialism has been digging for you 
through its agent and grave-ciigger, Franklin Roosevelt. 
This incomparable liar, while carrying on sham battles 
with the monied interests, has in reality been doing their 
job better than they could do it themselves, for he still has 
a little  popularity with the masses. Only space prevents us 
from amplifying this terrible catalogue, but we have said 
enough to show that he is the most dangerous demagogue 
who ever sat in the W hite House and the greatest living 
menace to the peace and security of the American people.

The A ttack on the Workers
Your imperialist has to prepare his armaments and whip 

up people. But whether he is fascist or “ democratic,”  he has

also to “ discipline”  the working class movement in order to 
carry on his war.

In November o f 1938 the W .P.A. stood at an all-time 
high. Why? Through Roosevelt’s concern fo r workers in 
the cold days o f winter? Nonsense. Election Day is the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November and Roose
velt wanted the workers’ votes. As soon as the elections 
were over, Roosevelt began a nationwide assault on labor, 
attacking the democratic rights of the workers, and striking 
at W .P.A. and relief.

Roosevelt’s Supreme Court, by its decision in the Fan- 
steel case, outlawed the sit-down strike. A  Philadelphia 
court gave the Apex Hosiery Company damages o f nearly 
three-quarters o f a m illion dollars against the Hosiery 
Workers Union. G irdler’s Republic Steel followed this 
pointer by suing the C.I.O. for seven and a half m illion 
dollars o f damages during the 1937 strike, including loss of 
trade. No more deadly weapon was ever discovered by a 
capitalist government than this decision to penalize striking 
workers fo r capitalist loss o f trade. In effect it  bars all 
strikes. In Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Oregon the legisla
tures. passed laws forbidding mass picketing.

Congress cut the wages o f building workers on the 
W .P.A., and Roosevelt came out with the declaration, 
“ You can’t strike against the government.”  A t the same 
time he sought to break the spirit o f the workers by slash 
after slash at the W .P.A. Roosevelt proposed an appropri
ation o f $875,000,000, and Congress, in opposition pro
posed one o f $725,000,000. There was a great battle, 
Roosevelt supposedly for the workers .and Congress against 
them. But few workers (except those who received their 
pink slips) noticed that Roosevelt’s own figure meant d riv 
ing thousands o f workers into starvation. Later even these 
sham fights were abandoned. Roosevelt’s proposed appro
priation for the W .P.A. in his A pril 27 budget message 
was so low that no one in Congress, neither Republican nor 
‘To ry”  Democrat, found it too high. The F.B.I. and the 
Federal court seized the opportunity o f the Minneapolis 
W .P.A. strike to launch a bitter attack at the workers of 
that militant town.

W itn  the beginning o f the war in Europe, Roosevelt 
strained like a hound on the leash. Before two weeks of 
war he declared a state of “ partial national emergency.”  He 
appointed special members o f the F.B.I. to investigate “ sub
versive activities,”  i.e., all those who mean resolutely to 
oppose the war. Attorney-General Murphy made a tour o f 
the whole country looking for spies. I t  is the same old 
trick. A ll who expose the war-mongers and their plans w ill 
be called “ spies”  and German agents, and the unthinking 
among the masses o f the people w ill be incited against 
those who try  to warn them.

( Continued in Next Issue)

M E X IC O  C IT Y , Oct. 23— Leon T ro ts k y  today re jected a re
quest fro m  the London D a ily  H era ld , w id e ly  c ircu la ted  o ffic ia l organ 
o f  the  B r it is h  L a b o r P a rty , fo r  an a rt ic le  w h ich , in  effect, would
nave m eant bo s to rin g  ihe  B r it is h  w a r a im s in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  the 
p o licy  o f the D a ily  H era ld .

The exchange o f cables between the e d ito r o f the D a lly  H era ld  
and Leon T ro ts k y  was as fo llow s :

"C able P repaid
"Leon T ro ts k y
"M exico
"S ix  hundred w o rd  a rtic le  by re tu rn  cable g iv in g  y o u r reasons 

fo r  opposing nego tia tions a llies w ith  Russia STOP B ernard  Shaw a r
tic le  sup po rting  S ta lin  w i i l  appear same page STOP Prepared order 
fifteen  pounds i f  published.

"E d ito r , D a lly  H era ld  
“ London, Oct. 20.”

"C able Prepaid
"Leon T ro ts k y
"M exico
"W ou ld  welcom e im m edia te  re p ly  i f  prepared cable a rtic le  re 

quested la s t F r id a y  o r  n o t STOP I f  agreeable please cable a rtic le  
today a t la test.

“ E d ito r , D a ily  H era ld  
"London, Oct. 23.”

“ Cable Collect
"E d ito r , D a ily  H e ra ld
"London
"Y o u  d id  no t pub lish  m y  le tte r  p ro te s tin g  im p e ria lis t London 

p o licy  aga ins t M exico  STOP Y ou did no t pub lish  m y  s ta tem en t on 
com ing w a r g ra n ted  to  yo u r ow n correspondent V in cen t STOP Now  
you w a n t to  adap t me to  y o u r a n ti-so c ia lis t po licy  STOP T h a t w ill 
no t succeed.

“ Leon T ro ts k y  
“ Coyoacan, Oct. 23.”

Thomas-Lovestone Groups Y ie ld  to the 
Pressure o f  “ Democratic”  Im peria lists

B y  F E L IX  M O RRO W

H a v in g  adopted the Roosevelt w a r p ro g ra m  a t th e ir  respective 
conventions, the CIO  a n d -A F L  bureaucracies proceeded to  c a rry  ou t 
a long w ith  its  o th e r aspects, the an ti-S ov ie t o rie n ta tio n  o f th a t w a r 
program . The A F L  convention adopted a reso lu tion  fo r  a boyco tt 
aga inst a ll S ov ie t goods. The needle trades bureaucrats, heading the 
A m erican  La bo r P a rty , in  th e ir  p ro -A ng lo -F ren ch  reso lu tion o f Oct 
4, made clear th e ir  support o f a w a r aga inst the S oviet U n ion. T h a t 
w ou ld  be a ho ly  w ar, accord ing to  the brazen ly w a r-m ong e ring  New  
Leader, organ o f the S ocia l-D em ocra tic  Federation.

N o re vo lu tio n is t can support e ith e r the  A ng lo -F rench -A m erican  
cam p o r the H itle r -S ta lin  cam p in  the A m erican  labo r movement. 
The task  o f the  re vo lu tio n is t is to  bu ild  and re c ru it  in to  the th ird  
cam p: the cam p o f  re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  aga inst w a r.

On a ll questions connected w ith  the  w ar, the th ird  cam p stands 
on a d iffe re n t p ro g ra m  than  th a t  o f the  tw o  war-cam ps. T h is  is 
equa lly  true  o f o u r a tt itu d e  to  the Soviet U n ion . W e n e ithe r jo in  
the dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers in  th e ir  w a r aga ins t the S oviet U n ion, 
n o r do we jo in  the  H itle r -S ta lin  cam p in  th e ir  ju s tif ic a tio n  o f  H it le r  
and S ta lin .

Trying to Straddle Unbridgeable Gaps
B ut, beside unequivocal spokesmen fo r  the three camps, there  

are also those in  the  la bo r m ovem ent w ho are t r y in g  to  straddl« 
between tw o  camps and who, to  ju s t i fy  th is  im possib le acrobatU 
s tu n t, de libe ra te ly  b lu r  and confuse the issues. U p  to the S ta lin  
H it le r  pact, the S ta lin is ts  used to  have m any a llies  w ho perfo rm ed 
th is  task  o f confusion; b u t these are fa ll in g  aw ay beneath the blows 
o f the dem ocra tic w ar-m ongers. B u t there are o th e r purveyors o f 
confusion, who are usefu l to  the  dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers. W e re fe r 
to  the S ocia lis t p a r ty  o f N o rm an Thom as and the Lovestoneites 
(Independent La bo r League).

Les t the y  no longer receive crum bs fro m  the tab les o f the  C IO  
and A F L  bureaucracies, the Thom as-Lovestone groups t r y  to  keep 
one fo o t in the cam p o f the dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers. W e have w r i t  
tep several a rtic le s  describ ing  th is  gym nastic  fea t, p a r tic u la r ly  on 
the  Thom as-Lovestone suppo rt o f the A m erican  Labo r P a r ty ’s pro 
w a r reso lu tion o f O ct. 4, and th e ir  serv ile  w h itew ash  o f the C IO - 
A F L  decla ra tions fo r  Roosevelt’s w a r program .

On the question o f the Soviet U n ion, as on a ll o thers  connected 
w ith  the w a r, the Thom as-Lovestone groups adap t themselves to, 
c a te r to  the pre jud ices o f the cam p o f dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers.

U n ti l the s ig n in g  o f the H itle r -S ta lin  pact, the Thom as-Love
stone groups recognized th a t the S oviet U n ion  s t i l l  re ta ins  the  eco
nom ic conquests o f the  O ctober R evo lu tion— nationa lized p ro pe rty ; 
the Lovestoneites s t i l l  stood fo r  the defense o f the  Soviet U n ion 
aga inst im peria lism , and the S oc ia lis t p a r ty  stood fo r  som eth ing 
lik e  th a t ( i t  is hard o ften  to  find  ou t w h a t the  S.P. stands fo r  p ro 
g ra m m a tic a lly ) ; the Thom as-Lovestone groups also recognized th a t 
the re  was a con flic t between the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and the in 
terest« o f the S oviet U nion.

A l l  th is  the  Thom as-Lovestone groups appear to have dropDed 
o v e rb „a .o  w ith o u t notice a fte r  the H itle r -S ta lin  pact. W h y?  They 
g ive  no exp lanation. B u t they now w r ite  o f the Soviet U n ion  in 
te rm s  w h ich  they  never employed before.

Lovestoneites Silent on Defense of the U.S.S.R.
The Lovestoneites, in  th e ir  convention reso lu tion  on the w a r, 

evade the question w he the r the Russian w o rke rs  should defend the 
Soviet U n ion  aga ins t the c a p ita lis t w orld . A l l  they say is:

“ T om orrow , i f  S ta lin  succeeds in  d r iv in g  h is  ow n people

in to  w a r on the  side o f e ith e r im p e ria lis t b lock (a lready  he 
is a id in g  G erm any), we m us t g ive  s o lid a r ity  and support 
to  the Russian people aga inst th e ir  ow n w a r-m akers  also.”  
(W o rke rs  Age, Sept. 16)

B u t i f  S ta lin  rem ains in  power, sha ll the Russian w o rke rs  de
fend the  S oviet U n ion?  The Lovestoneites do n o t say. A nd  no t to 
say, means no defense.

The Thom asites ca ll upon Roosevelt to  app ly the em bargo on 
arm s aga ins t the Soviet U n ion ; and when we sha rp ly  ca ll Thom as 
to account fo r  th is  an ti-S ov ie t act, the  Lovestoneites rush  to T hom 
as’ defense, w ith  the  broad im p lic a tio n  th a t  the  T ro ts k y is ts  have 
become S ta lin is ts . (W o rke rs  Age, Oct. 21 )*

A New " Theory"  on the U.S.S.R.
The Thom as-Lovestone groups ju s t i fy  th is  an ti-S ov ie t position  

by cha rac te ris ing  the Soviet U n ion  in  new term s: as an im p e ria lis t 
reg im e o r program . Thom as’ paper says e d ito r ia lly :

“ Russian Bolshevism , w h ich  was never soc ia lis tic , not 
any m ore than  is H it le r ’s brand o f na tiona l socialism , has 
em barked on an im p e ria lis t p ro g ra m .”  (The Call, Sept. 30)

A nd Lovestone’s paper ap p ro v ing ly  re p rin ts  a  dec la ra tion  o f the 
B r it is h  Independent Labo r P a rty , w h ich  says:

"R uss ia ’s present m ove m a rks  the fin a l stage in  the 
departu re  by the S ta lin  reg im e fro m  the p rinc ip les  o f 
in te rn a tio n a l socia lism  and its  adop tion o f  pu re ly  im p e r
ia lis t ic  pow er p o litics .”  (W o rke rs  Age, Oct. 28).

The pseudo-rad ica l app lica tion  o f the te rm , “ im peria lism ,”  to  
the S oviet U n ion  a c tu a lly  enables the Thom as-Lovestone groups to 
sm uggle in to  the la bo r m ovem ent a  re fo rm is t theo ry  o f im peria lism .

Len in  ta u g h t us th a t im p e ria lism  is the la s t stage o f m onopoly 
cap ita lism . He developed the sc ien tific  de fin ition  o f im peria lism , and 
he waged w a r aga ins t a ll o th e r de fin itions o f im peria lism , And w ith  
good reason. F o r he was thereby f ig h t in g  aga inst K a u ts k y ’s theory  
o f im peria lism , w h ich  hides w ith in  i t  a ju s tific a tio n  o f the w a r
mongers.

"T he  im p o rta n t th in g ,”  w ro te  Lenin, “ is th a t K a u ts k y  detaches 
the p o licy  o f im peria lism  fro m  its  economics, speaks o f annexations 
as being a p o licy  ‘p re fe rred  by finance cap ita l,’ and opposes to  i t  
another bourgeois po licy  w h ich  he alleges to  be possible on the same 
basis o f finance cap ita l. The resu lt is  bourgeois re fo rm ism  instead o f 
revo lu tion ,”  Len in  po in ted out, fo r  the f ig h t  is  reduced to  supporting  
one bourgeois po licy  aga inst the “ worse”  one.

They Sabotage Struggle Against Stalinism
1 he B on a p a rtis t bureaucracy w h ich  exists as a pa ra s itic  disease 

upon the body o f the Soviet U n ion  m ust be destroyed, o r i t  w i l l  de-

* T ru th  be ing insu ffic ien t to  m ake the  po in t, the  Lovestoneites re
so rt to  in ven tion : they  quote me as saying a t a pub lic  m eeting  th a t 
anyone w ho condemned the Russian invasion o f Poland was an en
em y o f the Soviet U n ion, and th a t I  also said th a t the Red A rm y —  
and the y  p u t i t  in  quo ta tion  m a rk s !— was "b r in g in g  libe ra tion  and 
soc a lism  to  the Poles.”  W h a t I  a c tu a lly  said was a mere rep e titio n  
o f the estim a te  o f the P o lish  invasion w h ich  Leon T ro ts k y  made in 
the S oc ia lis t Appea l, Oct. 10.

s tro y  the  Soviet U nion. B u t the s tru g g le  fo r  the des truc tion  o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy is no t helped, b u t is ra th e r sabotaged, by con
cessions to  the dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers. T h a t is the  crim e o f the 
Thom as-Lovestone groups.

T h a t they are y ie ld in g  to  the wave o f dem ocra tic  chauvin ism  is 
obvious i f  one analyzes the log ic  o f th e ir  present position. B y  w h a t 
log ic  could they be fo r  the defense o f the  S oviet U n ion  in  the  period 
o f the F ranco-S ovie t pact and a'gainst i t  now, in  the per.od o f the 
H itle r -S ta lin  pact?  H ow  is i t  possible to  abandon now the funda
m en ta l d is tin c tio n  between the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and the Soviet 
U n ion?  O n ly  by one k in d  o f lo g ic : the log ic  o f dem ocra tic  p a tr io t
ism : i t  is a ll r ig h t  to  defend the S oviet U n ion  w hen i t  is  a llied w ith  
the dem ocra tic  im p e ria lis ts , b u t no t when i t  is a llied  w ith 'th e  fasc is t 
im peria lis ts . T h a t is the open, avowed log ic  o f the A m erican  Labo r 
P a rty  bureaucra ts in  th e ir  Oct. 4 reso lu tion—and to  th is  lo g ic  the 
Thom as-Lovestone groups have succumbed.

U n iike  the A L P  bureaucrats, the Thom as-Lovestone groups t r y  
to pa lm  th is  o ff as “ re vo lu tio n a ry .”  To expose th is  fra u d  one need 
on ly  com pare th e ir  in tra n s ig e n t language abou t S ta lin  w ith  th e ir  
du lce t tone about the w ar-m ongers in  the camp w h ich  is  opposed to  
S ta lin — the B r it is h  La bo r P a rty , the  F rench  S oc ia lis t p a rty , the CIO, 
A F L , A L P , etc.

For Defense of the Soviet Union
T h is  a rtic le  need n o t repeat a t le ng th  th a t w h ich  has been made 

so c lea r in  ou r num erous docum ents: o u r d ra f t  theses on w a r (1934), 
the p rogram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, T ro ts k y ’s la te s t docu
m ent, “ The USSR in  W a r”  (N ovem ber New  In te rn a tio n a l) , etc. O ur 
defense o f the S oviet U n ion  has no th in g  in  common w hatsoever w ith  
the “ defense”  prov ided by the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. W e have been 
and rem a in  the irreconcileab le  enemies o f the ¿ ta lin is t bureaucracy. 
W e said, a lready in  1934, ( "W a r  and the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l" ) ,  
d ra w in g  the p o lit ic a l conclusions fro m  o u r analysis o f the  B on ap art
is t bureaucracy and the p ro p e rty  re la tions  established by the Octob 
e r R evo lu tion :

"a ) O n ly  the p ro le ta ria n  re vo lu tion  in  the W est can 
save the USSR as the w o rke rs ’ s ta te  in  case o f a lqng 
p ro trac ted  w ar.

“ b) The p re pa ra tion  fo r  a p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  in 
‘fr ie n d ly ,’ ‘a llie d ,’ as w e ll as enem y countries  is conceivable 
on ly  w ith  the com plete independence o f the w o rld  p ro le 
ta r ia n  vanguard  fro m  the S oviet bureaucracy.

“ c) The uncond itiona l suppo rt o f the USSR aga inst 
the im p e ria lis t arm ies m ust go hand in  hand w ith  revo lu
t io n a ry  M a rx is t c r it ic is m  o f  the w a r  and the d ip lom atic  
p o licy  o f the Soviet governm ent, and w ith  the fo rm a tio n  
inside o f the USSR o f a rea l re vo lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  o f Bol- 
shev ik -Len in is ts .”

They Called Us "Anti-Soviet"!
I t  is  iro n ica l to  reca ll today th a t th is  position  was characterized 

as “ a n ti-so v ie t”  by the Thom as-Lovestone groups. H ow  m any tim es 
was th a t ep ithe t th ro w n  a t us by Thom as’ caucus leaders, Jack A l t 
m an and M u rra y  Baron, in  th e ir  expuls ion cam paign aga inst us 
(1936-1937)! The Thom asites, as usual, d id n 't  a tte m p t to  organize 
th e ir  though ts  in  o rd e rly  fo rm , b u t the Lovestoneites did. Here is 
w h a t they w ro te  about o u r 1934— and present— position :

“ T ro ts k y  is b u ild in g  an in te rn a tio n a l upon the basis o f 
an extrem e an ti-sov ie t and an ti-com in te rn  o rie n ta tio n .”

“ In  th is  respect (socia lism  in  one co u n try ] the C entra l 
Com m ittee, and a fte r  its  d is rup tion , S ta lin  and h is g  oup, 
in  sp ite  o f va rious c rud itie s  o f fo rm u la tio n  and blunders in  
de ta il, have been correct, and T ro ts k y ’s fie rce ly  eloquent 
phrases about no t 'socia lism  in  one co u n try ' b u t 'w o rld  
revo lu tion ,’ served on ly  to  c loak a pu re ly  negative and 
de fea tis t pessim ism  as to the p o ss ib ility  o f bu ild in g  socia l
ism .”

In  th e  
Labor 
U nions

—  By B. J. V V IO IC K  —
In  a b r ie f t r ip  th ro u g h  the 

m '.ddle-west touch ing  tw o  indus
t r ia l centers we were able to ge t 
f ir s t  hand reactions to the effect 
of the new line  o f the S ta lin is ts  
in the la bo r moyem ent.

In  those lo ca lities  w here the 
S ta lin is ts  have been confronted 
by progressive opposition, they 
are hav ing  a ve ry  em barras ing 
tim e t r y in g  to s h ift  to  the  new 
line o f “ Keep A m erica  O ut o f Im 
p e r ia lis t W a r."

T h is  is tru e  despite the over
w he lm ing  sen tim en t o f the w o rk 
ers aga inst p a rtic ip a tio n  in  w a r. 
F o r the; w o rke rs  ju s t  don’ t  t ru s t  
uhe S ta lin is ts  lik e  they  used to .

F o r example, in  one key  C IO  
in d u s tr ia l un ion council, the S ta l
in is ts  in troduced a m ild  “ keep 
A m erica  fro m  Being dragged in to  
w a r,”  reso lu tion.

O n ly  a few  weeks p rev ious ly  
hey had denounced a m ore clear- 

cu t reso lu tion aga inst im p e ria lis t 
w a r as “ T ro ts k y ite -fa s c is t.”  A nd  
had succeeded in  g e ttin g  the res
o lu tio n  tabled.

You can im ag ine  how  the  p ro 
gressives and every o th e r dele
gate to  the council fe lt  when the 
S ta lin is t spokesman read th e ir  
reso lu tion w ith  the new line.

Jeers, razz ing and a demand 
fo r  an exp lana tion  o f the  new 
line came fas t. Silence was the 
on ly  answer. So a mefiion to  tab le 
the S ta lin is t reso lu tion  was pass
ed.

Nobody Taken In
E ffo rts  to  ob ta in  an exp lana

tion  fro m  S ta lin is t delegates a f t 
er the session were equa lly  f r u i t 
less. O n ly  em barrased silence and 
a desire to  be le f t  alone!

The ru le  o r ru in  p o licy  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  has le f t  too m any deep 
scars fo r  the advanced w o rke rs  
to  fo rg e t and be taken  in  by the 
pseudo-“ le f t ”  line.

One o f the tau n ts  w h ich  the 
S ta lin is ts  are now rece iv ing  from  
progressives is, “ So you ’re go ing 
T ro ts k y ite , eh? T a k in g  th e ir  po
s itio n .”  However, the differences 
between the S.W.P. w ith  its  long 
s tand ing  f ig h t aga inst im p e ria lis t 
w a r and the sudden phoney tu rn  
o f the C.P. are p re tty  w e ll defined 
in  these areas and there  isn ’t  
m uch like lihood  o f serious con fu
sion.

On the p a r t o f S ta lin is t ranks, 
i f  th e ir  a tt itu d e  in  un ion m eet
ings is any c r ite r io n , the  new 
tu rn  came ju s t  in  tim e  to  save 
them  fro m  com plete dem ora liza
tio n  and break up w h ich  th re a t
ened a fte r  the S ta lin -H it le r  pact 
was announced. A  b rea th  o f life  
was in jec ted  te m p o ra rily  in  the 
dy in g  corpse o f S ta lin ism .

ELECTION RALLY 
Max Shachtman
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MAX SHACHTMAN
T H E  A N T I-W A R  C A N D I

D A T E  F O R  C IT Y  C O U N C IL  
W IL L  F IG H T  F O R :

1. A l l  W a r Funds to  the  U n 
em ployed!

2. A  Referendum  to  L e t the 
People V ote  on W a r!

3. 30 - ho u r m ax im um  w o rk  
week— $30 m in im um  w eek
ly  wage.

4. G et r id  o f the slum s— fo r  a 
20 - b ill io n  d o lla r  housing 
p rog ram

5. Reduce Rents by 25%.
6. A bo lish  sales and c iga re tte  

taxes.
7. F o r c ity  - owned subways 

and c ity-ow ned pub lic  u t i l i 
ties.
S O C LV U S T  W O R K E R S  

P A R T Y

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

A nd a f te r  denouncing us because we said th a t the B olshevik 
p a rty  and the trade  unions no longer existed, and fo r  say ing  th a t 
the Russian s ta te  is p ro le ta ria n  on ly  in  its  p ro p e rty  re la tio ns ; and 
a fte r  g e ttin g  p a r tic u la r ly  incensed because we said th a t the  bureauc
racy  “ was an in s tru m e n t o f cou n te r-re vo lu tio n a ry  forces,”  the  Love
stoneites concluded:

“ E r ro r  has its  log ic  as w e ll as tru th .  One w ro n g  step 
leads to. another, so th a t today the T ro ts k y ite s  are propos
in g  to im p e ril the  u n ity  o f the Russian p ro le ta ria n  ru le  by 
t ry in g  to  fo rm  a r iv a l,  and o f course, consp'.rative, p a r ty  in  
the Soviet U n ion. . . .”  ( "W h a t Is  the C om m unist Opposi
t io n ,"  by B e rtra m  D. W o lfe ).

Clay in the Hands of the Potters
W hen they called us an ti-so v ie t and today when the y  a re  a n tl- 

soviet, the Thom as-Lovestone groups were m o tiva ted  by  the same 
considerations: they a lw ays take  the easiest road. W hen the en tire  
oap ita lis t w o rld  was a t the bo ttom  o f  the tro u g h  o f the  economic 
or. sis (1934) and d u rin g  the honeymoon o f S ta lin  w ith  the democ- 
-acies (1935-1937), i t  was easy to  be pro -sov ie t— m ore exac tly , pro- 
S ta lin . D u rin g  those m om entous years, no th in g  could b las t the 
LiOvestonsites loose fro m  th e ir  p ro -S ta lin is t position. They even 
lared to  defend the in fam ous M oscow tr ia ls  aga inst Z inoviev- 
Camenev and R adek-P ya takov ! O n ly  a fte r  the execution o f the 
ited Generals (June, 1937) d id  they, in  the da rk , w ith o u t any ex
planation, abandon th e ir  apologies fo r  the  M oscow tr ia ls . B u t to- 
ia y , when the S oviet U n ion  is a llied  to  the  enemy o f the frien ds  o f 
Am erican im peria lism , the Thom as-Lovestone groups repud iate no t 
m ere ly  S ta lin , bu t the S oviet U n ion. A s they y ie lded p re v ’ously to 
the pressure o f the S ta lin is t reg im e and its  dem ocra tic allies, now 
they y ie ld  to the pressure o f the dem ocra tic  im peria lis ts . Can one 
im agine, fo r  a m om ent, th a t these people w i l l  s tand up under the 
pressure o f  the w ar-m ongers when the w a r comes here?
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The Negroes in Industry
The fu tu re  o f the  N egro is  bound by unbreakab le chains o f 

iron  and steel to  the in d u s tr ia l system  o f th is  cou n try . W e, as a 
revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , m u s t the re fo re  has a ve ry  c lear conception o f 
the re la tionsh ip  o f Negroes to  th is  system, and the Negroes too 
m ust see the pos ition  as i t  is. N m e ty-n ine  Negroes ou t o f every 
hundred, to be m ore accurate, 999 o u t o f every 1000, f irm ’.y believe 
th a t Negroes are d isc rim in a ted  aga ins t in  in d u s try  because they are 
black. “ W e could ge t such and such jobs. O n ly  one th in g  prevents 
us. A s  soon as they  see o u r b lack  sk ins they  tu rn  us aw ay. O bviously 
i t  is  because we are b lack.”

The reasoning seems unanswerable. B u t i t  is  false. In  fa c t  i t  
is n o t the least exaggera tion  to  say th a t the N egro ’s sk in  has n o th 
ing  a t a ll to do w ith  the fundam enta ls  o f th is  question. L e t me re 
peat th a t. The co lo r o f the N egro ’s s k in  has no th in g  a t a ll to  do 
w ith  the fundam enta ls  o f the question.

A nd  now fo r  the p ro o f o f th is  a p pa ren tly  bew ilde ring  sta tem ent. 
In  Ind ia , H indus and M oslems are qu ite  o ften , the same color to 
the la s t sha&e. They, however, are d iv ided by th e ir  re lig ious d iffe r
ences. There fore one o f the ch ie f s tra teg ies o f the B r it is h  govern
m ent in  In d ia  is  to  push fire  between H indus and M oslems in  in 
dus try , in  po litics , and in  every sphere o f life . B y  th is  means they 
divide the Ind ians, p a r t ic u la r ly  the  masses, and m ake th e ir  own 
position m ore secure.

Take aga in  N o rth e rn  Ire land . There the  popu la tion  is  w h ite . 
The B r it is h  ru l in g  class m ust find  some m ethod o f d iv is ion . They 
find i t  in  the d iffe re n t re lig ions, one group C a tho lic  and the o the r 
group P ro testan t.

The technique em ployed is  sim ple as da y lig h t. The P rim e  
M in is te r and the ch ie f spokesmen a lw ays preach about the necessity 
o f u n ity , how the governm ent d u ty  is to  keep the peace, p ro te c t 
the r ig h ts  o f a l l c itizens, etc. So m uch in  words. In  action, however, 
the G overnm ent drives wedge a f te r  wedge between C atholics and 
P ro testants, and keeps the  antagonism  a t feve r p itch .

In  G erm any H it le r  found ano the r source o f d iv id in g  the w o rk 
ers, the  peasants, and the low er m iddle class: he foam ed a t the 
m outh  whenever he m entioned the Jews and persecuted them  when 
he came to power.

Divide In Order to Rule
I t  is  p e rfe c tly  c lear th a t y o u r cap ita lis ts , y o u r representa tive  

o f the ru lin g  class, seeks above a ll to  d iv ide  in  o rder to  ru le . In  
B r ita in  where so m uch o f the popu la tion  is o f the same ra c ia l type 
and o f the same re lig io n  y o u r c a p ita lis t is  in  d iff ic u lty  as to how 
best to  d iv ide  the w orkers . He does i t  by pay ing  h ighe r wages to 
some and c rea ting  a body, re la tiv e ly  sm all, o f p riv ileged  w orkers. 
These, be ing qu ite  satisfied, then become conservative and ac t as 
a check on the m illio n s  whose d issa tis fac tion  w ith  th e ir  lo t  would 
be a constant th re a t to the system  i f  i t  were n o t suppressed by 
th is  p riv ileged  section w ith in  th e ir  ow n ranks.

Y ou r c a p ita lis t m us t d iv ide  the w o rke rs  in  o rder to weaken 
them . In  In d ia  he fans the flam e between H indus and Moslems. In  
Ire la nd  between P ro te s ta n t and Catholic, in  m any o th e r countries 
between Jew and G entile . B u t the N egro has a b lack sk in . T h is  
m akes h im  easily d is tingu ishab le  fro m  others. Y o u r A m erican  cap
ita lis t,  there fore, a t h is pe rpe tua l game o f d iv id in g  the w orkers, 
leaps w ith  jo y  and rubs his hands a t the good God w ho made the 
N egro black. I t  is  so easy to  say: “ There, don’t  you see h is b lack  
sk in ?  W h ite  w o rkers , m y  good friends, le t  us keep th a t b lack  m an 
in  h is place.”

The b lack s k in  business is on ly  an excuse, as H indu-M oslem , 
C a tho lic -P ro tes tan t, Jew -G entile  is o n ly  an excuse. N ow  you can 't 
look a t a m an and say w hethe r he is C a tho lic  o r P ro tes tan t, H indu  
o r Moslem. B u t a N egro  is seen to be d iffe re n t to  the  w h ite  m an a t 
f irs t  glance. Hence the viciousness and the obviousness o f the d is
c r im in a tio n  aga inst Negroes. B u t the roo t o f i t  is  in  the system  
w h ich  gives the c a p ita l.s t the need and the power to  d iv ide. A nd  
the cure is the ab o lition  o f the system  w h ich  breeds th is  necessity 
to  d iv ide.

In Mexico

Stalinists Publish Anti-Sem itic  
A ttack on Trotskyist Movement

(Continued fro m  P age 1)
« len t o f scabs used d u rin g  the re 
a l is ts  and th e ir  na tive  allies. In  
che la s t few  weeks L a t in  A m e r
ica ’s s ta rtle d  eyes saw the same 
rita iim s ts , ever obed.ent to th e ir 
m aste r’s newest w ish, sw ing  ove. 
to ju s tific a tio n  o f the  a lliance 
w ith  the fasc is t beast. A nd  ja s . 
as fo rm e rly  they spoke the lan 
:it.age o f th e ir  dem ocra tic cap i
ta lis t  a-lies, so now they are be
g in n in g  to use the language O- 
H itle r is m  . . . down to and in- 
clud.ng the' a n ti-S e m itic  note!

Peddling L ies
N a tu ra lly  the S ta lin is ts  jo in  

th is  scandalous an ti-S em itic  note 
w ith  th e ir  usual slanderous a n ti-  
fro ts k y is m . F o r some tim e, both 
in  M exico and in  the U n ited  S ta t
es, the S ta lin is ts  have been ped
al.ng the lie  th a t the T ro ts k y is ts  
are sup p o .tin g  the candidacy o f 
the rea c tion a ry  General A lm a - 
zan. T im e and again the M exican 
section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tiona l, the  P a rtid o  O brero In te r-  
nac iona lis ta  ( I n te r n a t io n a l is t  
W orkers  P a r ty ) ,  has denounced 
th a t slander and pointed o u t th a t 
since there is no independent 
w o rk in g  class candidate the POT 
supports no, candidate b u t u tilizes  
the occasion o f  the „cam paign to 
ip read its  program . One o f the 
P O I sta tem ents to  th a t effect was 
rep rin te d  in  E ng lish  in  the Social
is t  A ppea l o f O ct. 10. B u t a l i t t le  
th in g  lik e  the t ru th  doesn’t  de
te r the pen-p ros titu tes  o f “ L a  Voz 
de M exico”  and the ‘ D a ily  W ork  
e r”  fro m  repea ting  th e ir  slanders.

Yesterday the  S ta lin is ts  fa b r i
cated stories about T ro ts k y is ts  
suppo rting  the rea c tion a ry  A lm a - 
zan and about A lm azan  suppo rt
ers being T ro tsky is ts , ca llin g  
them  a ll “ fasc is ts ”  and "a llie s  o f 
H it le r . ”  Today the same S ta lin 
is ts  are s t i l l  a t  th e ir  d ir ty  w ork, 
bu t now th a t the y  themselves are 
a llied to H it le r  they ta lk  instead 
o f “ Jew ish elem ents,”  “ ca p ita lis t 
Jews,”  “ T ro ts k y is t Jews,”  etc. 
Gone is the c ry  o f “ fa s c is t!” ; the 
w ord isn ’ t  even m entioned in  the 
a rtic le .

STALINIST ANTI-SEMITISM

The Wherefore of Race Prejudice
B oth  Negroes and w h ite  w o rke rs  w ho are advanced p o lit ic a lly  

beyond th e ir  fe llow s m ust understand th is , m ust have i t  in  th e ir  
bones. T h a t is the t ru th  and n o th in g  b u t the tru th . N a tu ra lly , there 
are o th e r aspects o f the question. Y o u r c a p ita lis t does no t say th is  
openly. T h a t w o u ld , ru in  eve ry th ing . He bu ilds up g re a t theories 
«  N egro in fe r io r ity ,  N egro incap ab ility , etc. These are ta u g h t in  
schools fro m  genera tion  to generation, and m illio n s  o f unsuspecting 
people lea rn  th is  and never th in k  th a t  i t  is  in  re a lity  no th in g  else 
bu t c a p ita lis t ra tio n a lisa tio n  fo r  the benefit o f c a p ita lis t pockets.

H a v ing  im bibed these ideas w ith  th e ir  m o the r’s m ilk  so to  speak 
and seeing Negroes liv in g  in  d i r t  and slums, m ost w h ite  w o rke rs  
th in k  w h a t they  hear a ll around them  is qu ite  true . A n d  when 
w h ite  w o rke rs  f ind  th a t be ing w h ite  means the po ss ib ility  o f w o rk 
in g  in  any fa c to ry  and being b lack  means exclusion fro m  h a lf o f 
them , th a t be ing w h ite  means 70 cents an hour and being b lack  
45 cents an ho u r fo r  the same type  o f w o rk , then these c a p ita lis t 
ideas receive a p o w e rfu l m a te ria l en forcem ent in  the w o rk in g  class. 
T h is  is the reason fo r  race pre jud ice  am ong the w h ite  w orkers. 
W h a t the w h ite  w o rk e r does n o t see is  th a t by com bin ing w ith  
the N egro bo th  can ge t 90 cents, o r o ve rth row  the system  a lto ge th e r 
Y our c a p ita lis t sees th a t q u ite  c le a rly  however.

H o w  to c la r ify  the m inds o f w o rke rs , bo th  w h ite  and b lack, is 
the re v o lu tio n a ry  problem . Propaganda and a g ita tio n  to break down 
the c a p ita lis t propaganda; b u t above a ll jo in t  action. A s the eco
nom ic cris is  deepens, the w h ite  w o rke rs  are d riven  to  revise th e ir  
previous conceptions. The c ris is  drove some 400,000 Negroes in to  
the CIO. Thus m illio n s  o f w h ite  w o rke rs  have begun to  th in k  d i f 
fe re n tly  about Negroes. A n o th e r sharpen ing o f the  crisis, another 
s tride  fo rw a rd  o f the organized w orkers , w i l l  b rin g  thousands upon 
thousands o f Negroes in to  the  ranks  o f organ ized labor. B u t we 
cannot w a it  fo r  these developm ents. W e m ust w o rk  in  p repa ra tion  
fo r  them.

The f irs t  th in g  the re fo re  is to  know  som eth ing about the 
N egro ’s position  in  in d u s try , n o t to  know  in  the abstract, b u t to  be 
fa m ilia r  w ith  it .  H ow  d id  the N egro  en ter in to  ce rta in  industries, 
w h a t was his s ta tus the re  yesterday, w h a t is i t  to -da y?  I t  is  by 
th is  study, th a t we can ge t some rea l l iv in g  conception o f the role] 
o f the N egro in  the w o rk in g  class m ovem ent. F ew  w h ite  w o rkers  
have any conception o f the h is to ry  o f th is  developm ent. S t il l m ore 
tra g ic , few e r Negroes kno w  a n y th in g  about it .

P e riod ica lly  th is  colum n w i l l  exam ine the N egro ’s ro le in  indus
try ,  the understand ing o f w h ich  is  an indispensable p re lim in a ry  to 
co rrec t re vo lu tio n a ry  action. In  the next issue we sha ll have a gen
era l survey o f the N egro in  in d u s try  d u rin g  the la s t hundred 
years, a fte r  w h ich  we sha ll exam ine his s itu a tio n  in  steel, m eat 
packing, etc. There we sha ll see how  in  the South, the em ployer 
used 5 Negros to  one w h ite  in  sk illed  in d u s try  before s lave ry  was 
ibo lished , how a f te r  em ancipation he used five w h ites  to  one Negro, 
how he s ta rted  to  use m ore Negroes to  break the f ig h tin g  power 
o f the  w h ites. In  o th e r words we sha ll see concre te ly  how l i t t le  
the co lo r question means to the em p loyer where h is pocket is con
cerned.

I t  is  c lear by now th a t the peo
ple re fe rred  to  in  the a rtic le  are 
no t T ro ts k y is ts  a t a l l;— b u t th a t 
is  ju s t a  l i t t le  de ta il. The poor 
fe llow s are obviously Jews (such 
names! —  Abraham s, R ubinste in , 
e tc .), —  and voc ife rous ly  a n ti- 
S ta lin  Jews a t  tha t.

UNSER WORT  '

The new issue of U N S E R  
W O R T, containing articles 
on the w ar situation w ill ap
pear shortly. Order i t  from  
Dale Edwards P. O. Box No. 
173, Sta. D, New York, N . Y . 
(13 copies 60 c.)

1939 Bound Volumes
o f

SOCIALIST APPEAL
now ready!

53 issues of this year n ea tlj 
bound together. H ave a firs t 
hand survey of the historic  
events of this year rig h t a t your 
elbow.

($3.00— including postage)

SPECIAL!
1938 Bound Volume

N O W  O N L Y  $1.00

■By Dwight Macdonald’

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

NEW YORK S.W.P. CALLS FOR AN 
ANTI-WAR VOTE IN THE ELECTIONS

O R D E R  N O W  F R O M :

Socialist Appeal
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  

N ew  Y o rk  C ity , N . Y .

(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P ag e  1)
w r ite - in  vote fo r  the M an ha ttan  
candidate o f the  SWP. R e fe rring  
to  the prov is ions o f the C ity  
C h a rte r govern ing  a w r ite - in  
vote, the C am paign Com m ittee 
asks a ll w o rke rs  to  fo llo w  the 
oecial in s truc tions . A cco rd in g  to  
the C ity  C harte r, "T o  vote fo r  
a person whose name is n o t p r in t 
ed on th is  ba llo t, w r ite  h is name 
an a b lank line  under the names 
o f the candidates and p p t a 
num ber in  the  square opposite to  
show w h ich  choice you w ish  to 
iiv e  h im .”

C overing the populous w o rk in g  
class d is tr ic ts  o f the B ro n x  w ith  
a n ti-w a r e lection leafle ts and 
he av ily  engaged in  s tag ing  nu
merous ou tdoo r e lection ra llies, 
the B ro n x  B ran ch  o f the P a rty  has 
won the pra ise o f the Cam paign 
Com m ittee. M a rv e llin g  a t the 
schedule o f w o rk  assumed by the 
B ron x  m ilita n ts , Shachtm an and 
E.R. F ra n k  called upon members 
o f the p a r ty  in  the o th e r bo r
oughs to assist in  the election ac
t iv it ie s .

B ron x  R a lly
Responding to  an e a rlie r ca ll 

by Comrade F ra n k , C ity  O rgan iz 
e r o f the P a rty , scores o f p a rty  
members were on hand S a tu rday 
n igh t, O ctober 28, fo r  a series 
o f ou tdoor mass m eetings in  the 
T rem ont area o f the B ronx. W h ile  
m eetings fo r  M ichae l Q u ill and 
Isadore Begun, S ta lin is t candi
dates, fo lded up com ple te ly  in  
the face o f cold weather, the ou t
door ra llie s  fo r  Shachtm an drew  
large crow ds a t T rem on t and 
Mapes Avenues and Vyse Avenue 
in d  174 Street.

T h is  F r id a y  evening, Nov. 6, 
C andidate Shachtm an w i l l  
speak a t  H erm an R idde r Jun
io r  H ig h  School, Boston Road 
and 173 S treet, under the  aus
pices o f the  Cam paign C o m m it
tee.

Tuesday ,Oct. 31, Candidate 
Paine w i l l  address a m ee ting  o f 
the  A m erican  W om en’s Club,

353 W est 57 S tree t, a t  8 p.m.
The Cam paign C om m ittee an- 

xounced today th a t an add itiona l 
50,000 issues o f the special cam 
paign ed ition  o f the S ocia lis t A p 
peal w il l be o ff the press by the 
end o f the  week fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  
in the B ron x  and M anha ttan . 
More than  150,000 a n ti-w a r elec 
tion  leafle ts are also be ing p re 
pared fo r  d is tr ib u tio n .

TWENTY-FIVE 
W.P.A. STRIKERS 
GO ON TRIAL

Business Looks at the War
“ W ith o u t steel m odern w a r w ould be im possible 

— A irp lanes, tanks, a r t il le ry ,  a rm o r p late, b a ttle 
ships, shells, torpedoes, barbed w ire  are a ll p r in 
c ip a lly  made o f steel.

“ The machines o f w a r are be ing con tin u a lly  
dest.oyed and replacem ents use up trem endous 
add itiona l qu an titie s  o f steel.

“ Steel companies, d u rin g  the la s t w a r, were 
swamped w ith  business w h ich  proved h ig h ly  p ro f
itab le  to  them  and to th e ir  stockholders.

“ Steel stocks have a lw ays been am ong the f irs t  
to  respond to  the s tim u lus  o f w a r-buy ing .

“ W e believe th a t sound steel stocks, purchased 
around cu rre n t levels, w i l l  prove ve ry  p ro fita b le  
— repeating, in m any instances, the spectacular 
perfo rm ance o f the  la s t w ar.

“ W e have prepared reports  on th ree  ve ry  a t
tra c tiv e  steel stocks. . . . ”

— M a rk e t L e tte r  issued by  Bonner &  Bonner 
m em bers o f N .Y . S tock Exchange.

*  *  •

A  100% loss o f f irs t- lin e  com bat planes in  the 
f irs t  m onths o f f ig h tin g  is expected by  the U.S. 
A ir  Corps i f  ever its  new arm ada flies to  w a r.”

— Tim e, Sept. 25, 1939.
*  «  *

“ W e conceive i t  to  be necessary, w ith o u t sound
in g  any note o f a la rm , to  b r in g  v ita l in fo rm a tio n  
to  fa the rs  o f sons approach ing young manhood.
. . . We do n o t suggest a cq u ir ing  li fe  insurance 
th rou gh  unreasonab.e fear. We do recommend 
w e igh ing  its  present purchase in  the lig h t  o f 
com plete know ledge and past experience. No ad
vice can fo re te ll w h e the r a youngste r m otiva ted  
by a s p ir it  o f adventure and p a trio tis m , w i l l  de
velop an uncon tro llab le  lean.ng tow ards av ia 
tion .”

— Sales L e tte r  sent o u t by the  John G. M c
N am ara  O rgan iza tion , l i fe  insurance brokers, 17 
John S tree t, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

•  •  *

“ The m ost im p o rta n t fa c t about the probable 
effects o f the w a r on A m erican  business is th a t 
they arc lik e ly  to  be m eager unless and u n t il the 
na tu re  o f the w a rfa re  changes. S talem ated trench  
f ig h tin g  would produce la rge  orders, and so would 
open fie ld  operations, bu t economic blockades are 
qu ite  u n lik e ly  to  do i t . "

— Cleveland T ru s t Com pany Business B u lle tin , 
O ctober 15, 1939. ,

*  «  *

“ F u tu re  o f Business: P re v a ilin g  op in ion seems

to be th a t the f irs t  q u a rte r o f 1940 w il l  be down 
fro m  the c u rre n t qu a rte r. D rop  o f 10 po in ts, o r 
more, is believed to be lik e ly .

“ W a r- ifs  m ake qua lifica tions, o f course.
“ I f  e a rly  fu l l  peace, then s ix  to  nine m onths o f 

recession.
I f  continued w a r— a d ra g g in g  w a r, conserv

in g  w a r m a te ria ls— then p robab ly  fu r th e r  p ick-up  
here a f te r  the f ir s t  q u a rte r o f 1940.

“ I f  fa s t &  fu r io u s  w ar, fu . l t i l t ,  then a boom 
yea r in  1940.”

The K ip lin g e r W ash ing ton L e tte r, W ashing
ton, D. C. 6

* * *
‘ ‘W E  A R E  N O T  N E U T R A L -------- The present

so-caded n e u tra lity  la w  w i l l  no t o f its e lf  keep us 
o u t o f  d irec t invo lvem en t in  w a r. R evis ion o f the 
law , as asked by  the P resident and favored by 
m a jo r ity  pub lic  op in ion, w i l l  no t o f its e lf  d raw  
us in to  w a r. In  the fin a l analysis we w i l l  go to 
w a r i f  and when o u r v ita l in te res ts  are th rea ten 
ed. O therw ise not. W he the r our v ita l in te rests  
w i.l o r  w i l l  no t be threatened a t some la te r stage 
o f th is  w a r is e n tire ly  unpred ictab le  and w i l l  no t 
be determ ined by the k in d  o f la w  th a t Senator 
Borah w an ts  o r  the k in d  th a t M r. Roosevelt 
w ants. W h a t are pu r v ita l in te res ts?  To c ite  tw o 
o f the m ost obvious, the su rv iv a l o f the B r it is h  
navy is a v ita l in te res t to  us and even m ore so is 
m aintenance o f the s ta tus  quo in  o u r en tire  hem i
sphere, in c lud in g  islands as fa r  d is ta n t as B e r
muda.

“ M eanw hile  we engage in  b it te r  debate on ’neu
t r a l i ty 1 a lthough , in  the  s t r ic t  sense o f the term , 
we a .e  no t neu tra l. W e are no t n e u tra l in  sen ti
m ent, fo r  we fa v o r v ic to ry  fo r  the  A llie s . W e are 
no t n e u tra l in  fa c t, fo r  present la w  pe rm its  the 
B r it is h  and F rench  to buy fro m  us m ost o f the 

— types o f m a te ria ls  essentia l to prosecution o f w a r 
w h ile  c ircum stances p reven t such m a te ria ls  go
in g  to G erm any."

— “ The T rend  o f E ven ts”  section, M agazine o f 
W a ll S tree t.

*  *  *

I f  A m erica  becomes involved, as some observ
ers p re m a tu re ly  are p red ic ting , Congress w ould 
no t hesita te  to  m ake any P resident v ir tu a lly  a 
d ic ta to r.

“ B u t i t  is  w e ll rea lized th a t, a f te r  seven years 
o f expanding powers, the cen tra l governm ent is 
now so s tro n g  th a t its  fu r th e r  g ro w th  in to  a w a r 
m achine w ould end ou r dem ocra tic  system  and i t  
would be w e ll-n ig h  im possib le to  re tu rn  to  i t . ”  

A r t ic le  by K enda ll K . H o y t in  a  recent issue 
o f The A nu a ls it.

N. M. U. Bureaucrats Skirt Real 
Demands of Maritime Workers

Vote for

MAX SHACHTMAN  
Choice No. I 

For Councilman 
For the Bronx

Defense Committee 
To Appeal Verdicts 
O f First Two Trials
(C on tinaed  f ro m  P age I )

Federal cou rt to  continue the  
present grand ju r y  fo r  another 
s ix  m onths.

A ppea ling  V e rd ic t
The A F L -W P A  Defense Com

m ittee , set up by  the C entra l L a 
bor U nion, announced th a t i t  was 
appealing the v e rd ic t in  the f irs t  
tw o  tr ia ls , de term ined to  p re
vent the estab lishm ent o f legal 
precedents w h ich  w ou ld  endanger 
organized la b o r everywhere.

The M innesota S tate Federa 
tion  o f La bo r la s t week issued a 
c irc u la r le tte r  to  a ll unions in  
the sta te, u rg in g  th a t c o n trib u 
tions be made to the defense o f 
the ind ic ted W P A  s tr ike rs .

The Defense C om m ittee has 
appealed to  unions everywhere 
to donate generously to  the de
fense fund. Checks and resolu
tions should be m ailed to  L . C la ir  
Johnson, secre ta ry  - treasurer, 
M inneapo lis A F L -W P A  Defense 
Com m ittee, care o f C en tra l Labor 
U nion, 18 N o rth  S treet, M inneap
olis, M innesota.

(Continued fro m  P age 1)
demands th a t essentia lly  concern 
the  mass o f the m a ritim e  w o rk 
ers in  th is  present c ris is :

1. A  genera l wage increase o f 
a t least 25%, w h ich  has been 
long overdue the m a ritim e  w o rk 
ers. T h is  wage increase, g iven by 
the M a ritim e  Com m ission sh o rtly  
a fte r  a b r ie f jo b -a c tion  in  the 
po rt o f N ew  Y o rk  as a “ w ar-bo 
nus,”  should a c tu a lly  today be 
the basis o f any new agreem ent. 
L e t the shipowners plead pover
ty  bu t a t the  same tim e  le t them  
cu t down on th e ir  fa t  salaries 
and subsidies. “ Labor's  fa ir  re 
tu rn ”  is by no means tru e  o f the 
sh ipp ing  in du s try .

2. A  genuine w a r bonus o f no t 
less than  $50 fo r  a s ing le  cross
in g  th ro u g h  be llige ren t w a te rs  o r 
danger zones. A  genuine w a r 
r is k  insurance o f no t less than 
510,000 per man, in c lu d in g  a res
t i tu t io n  o f $150 fo r  the  loss o f 
personal possessions in  the event 
o f a  s ink ing .

Let the People 
Vote on W ar!

Socialist Appeal 
116 U n ivers ity  P lace  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

I  would like to get better acquainted w ith  your paper, 
the Socialist Appeal. P lease send m e sam ple copies for 
the next few  weeks.

N am e

Address

C ity  . ....................................................................................

LIVING THOUGHTS OF MARX
w ith  an In trod uc tion  by

LEON TROTSKY
A new 200-page condensation o f Karl M arx ’s C A P I
TAL ,  Vol. 1. 1 rotsky's introduction restates the Marx- 
ian fundamentals in his own brilliant style, and in a 
large measure deals with their application to the Ameri
can scene. By special arrangement with the publisher—  
Longmans, Green & Co.— we can offer this $1.00 book 
at the following prices:

S ingle copy .......................... $1.00 less 10% cash d iscount

Bundles o f 3 o r m o r e ..................less 25% cash discount

SPECIAL OFFER
on

Guerin’s FASC ISM  A N D  BIG BUSINESS
S ingle copy (c lo th  cover) ....................................................... $2.09
Single copy (paper cover) ................................................ * ’ ' j
Bundles o f 3 o r m ore (paper) . . . . . ’ ................................................ ..

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
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CHICAGO CELEBRATION
of the

22nd ANNIVERSARY
o f the

Russian Revolution
on

Sunday, Nov. 5th 1939
2 :30 P.M. Sharp

MIDLAND HOTEL
172 W EST A D A M S  STREET 

Adams Room

ALBERT GOLDMAN
. . .  leading Chicago Trotskyist just returned from 

France speaks on

LENIN— 1917 STALIN— 1939
and

TEN. DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD
. . .  the world's greatest film epic portraying the 

seizure o f power by the Russian masses. Sergei Eisen- 
stein’s greatest production.
(N O T E : In  v iew  o f the constant suppressions and purges, th is  
m ay be y o u r la s t o p p o rtu n ity  to  see th is  m asterpiece in  its  
o r ig in a l fo rm .)

A D M IS S IO N  40c 
Auspices:

S O C IA L IS T  W O R KERS P A R TY  
YO U N G  PEOPLES S O C IA L IS T  LE A G U E

3. A  d ra s tic  rev is ion o f the 
sh ipp ing  a rtic le s  in  connection 
w ith  the am oun t o f w h a t consti
tu tes a sh ip ’s crew  and thus in 
cluded m any hundreds o f unem 
ployed seamen on c r im in a lly  un 
dermanned vessels. T h is  is  one o f 
the w o rs t fea tu res o f the A m e r i
can m erchan t ships. A n  end m ust 
be p u t to  one-m an-in -tw o-jobs! 
In  th a t w a y  sa fe ty  a t sea can be
come a re a lity  and also sa n ita tio n  
a t sea a long w i th . i t .

4. The inc lus ion in  the new 
agreem ent o f  a bona-fide and r ig 
id system  o f  sen io rity  prom otion . 
The ab o lition  o f the m a jo r ity  of 
tire phoney “ key-pos ition ”  p r iv i
leges o f the  shipowners th a t s t i l l  
a llow s th e ir  stooges and spies to 
in te rfe re  in  the  da ily  life  o f the 
seamen. A  system  w hereby sen
io r ity  p rom otion  w ou ld  be placed 
square ly in  the hands o f the du ly  
elected S h ip ’s Com m ittees w ith  
the heads o f the departm ents  s it
t in g  in  an adv iso ry  capac ity  on ly.

5. The continuance o f the  clos
ed shop and the  free  and ro ta ry  
h ir in g  ha ll.

These five  basic economic de
m ands are a c tu a lly  to  be consid
ered as a m in im um . These are the 
demands th a t  should be presented 
to the A d m in is tra tio n  - sh ipow n
ers’ a lliance w ith  the  solid back-

in g  o f a m il ita n t  m em bersh ip be
h ind them . Such abso lu te ly  reas
onable concessions m us t be ob
ta ined by the m a ritim e  w o rke rs  
fro m  the Shipowners’ Associa tion 
and M a rit im e  Com m ission before 
we can consider th a t any rea l 
progress has been made tow ards 
the goal o f decent w o rk in g  condi
tions and sa fe ty  p lus san ita tio n  
a t sea. B u t th is  is  n o t the fo rce 
fu l m anner in  w h ich  the  present 
leadership o f the* N M U  has re
sponded to  the trade -un ion  p rob
lems o f the m a ritim e  w orkers. 
On the con tra ry , the y  have an
swered each new boss offensive 
w ith  a whole lo t  o f e d ito r ia l in - 
dig-nation bu t w ith  no rea l p rac- 
deal and m il i ta n t  trade -un ion  ac
tion . A  common question on the 
lips o f m any N M U ’ers is ; “ W ell, 
s o ,w h a t’s o u r un ion do ing  about

In  the face o f th is , to  declare 
<-iat “ ou r m a in  demand is  th a t 
the present agreem ent be c la r i
fied so as to  expedite the m echan
ics o f in te rp re ta tio n ,”  means th a t 
the present m isleaders have no 
in te n tio n  o f seeking any conces
sion w h a teve r fo r  the m a ritim e  
w orkers . I ts  ve rba l garbage 
means th a t the m isleaders are 
con tent w ith  the  "s ta tus-quo ”  at* 
a tim e  when nobody else is.

(To be Concluded)

M A S S  M E E T I N G
on the

22nd A N N IV E R S A R Y
of the RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

WHITHER SOVIET RUSSIA!
T H E  M E A N IN G  O F S T A L IN ’S R O LE IN  T H F  

E U R O P E A N  W AR. l t ± L
What does the future hold in store for Stalin ?
Have the irresistible forces that erupted in October 1917 

really been quelled? O r does a new and vaster revolu
tionary explosion impend?

W ill mankind emerge from this war enslaved and be 
plunged into barbarism? O r w ill it  march emancipated 
into Socialism ?

Hear the Answer by

James P. Cannon
National Secretary, S.IY.P.

a t the

IRVING PLAZA
IR V IN G  P L A C E  a t 15th St.

Wednesday November 15th
a t  8 P.M.

Aus. : Local N.Y. S.W.P.— 4th In t ’I. A D M .— 25c

____ "L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  TAN
T'TT IT1 NO T E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W IIE K t
JL J t X  LABO R W IT H  A B LAC K S K IN  Is

B R A N D E D " — K A R L  M A R X .THE 
NEGRO QUESTIO N
By J. R. JOHNSON________________________
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E d ito r :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N

Associate E d ito r s :
F E L IX  M O R R O W  E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T

G enera l M a n a g e r: A ss is tan t M a n a g e r:
M A R T IN  A B E R N  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent liv ing  for every w orker.

2. Open the idle factories— operate them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

3. A T w enty-B illion  d o llar F ed era l public w orks  
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty -th ir ty ! S30-weekly m in im u m  w age—  
30-hour w eekly m ax im u m  for a ll w orkers on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h irty  dollar w eekly old-age and d isability  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the Sixty F am ilie s .
7. A ll w ar funds to the unem ployed.
8. A people’s referendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.
10. An independent Labor P a rty .
H .  W orkers’ Defense G uards against v ig ilan te  

and Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality  

for the Negro people.

Belated Indignation
The Chamberlain government has just issued 

an official W hite Paper which, based on pre-war 
reports o f British diplomats in Germany on con
ditions in German concentration camps, accuses 
the Nazis o f “ inventing tortures almost beyond 
imagination."

Interesting, eh? The Nazi regime has been in 
power for more than six and a half years. From 
the day it took command of the country, its per
secutions, arrests, imprisonments, assassinations, 
frame-ups, and in general its barbaric hounding 
of workers, revolutionists and Jews, have not 
only been common knowledge but aroused the 
almost universal indignation o f the people o f 
the world.

But never o f the British Imperial Govern
ment! Never! A t no time did it even take official 
cognizance of Nazi horrors. The distinguished 
democrats who rule the Empire had not a single 
word o f comment, much less o f criticism, to 
make concerning the Nazi regime and all it stood 
for. On the contrary, their whole policy was aim
ed to coming to a pleasant and amicable agree
ment with H itle r on the basis o f having Kim di
rect his expansionist program to the East— that 
is, towards reducing the Soviet Union to an im
perialist colony.

For a series o f reasons, the British scheme 
could not be realized. Again, fo r a series o f rea
sons, Stalin made the alliance with H itle r that 
Chamberlain wanted to make. To prevent Ger
man imperialist expansion at the cost o f British 
imperialist power, the present war was declared. 
But, you see; it  was impossible to put the real 
reasons for the war so bluntly and crudely. How 
could you get the masses to swallow the war 
(and be swallowed by i t )  i f  you told them that 
they were fighting so that the Indian and African 
and Arabian and Irish masses might continue to 
be exploited by the noble British ruling class?

That’s why M r. Chamberlain suddenly discov
ered, w ith a great shock to his sense of equity, 
that H itle r is not acting like a real British gen
tleman towards those he puts in concentration 
camps.

O f course, thq “ discovery”  is so brazenly hyp
ocritical that even the shame’ess British lords 
feel they must make some apology and explana
tion fo r their belated indignation. As the New 
York Times correspondent so delicately puts i t :

“ Declaring that even after the war broke out 
Britain was reluctant to take action ‘which might 
have the effect o f inspiring hatred,’ the govern
ment said it was forced to disclose the facts so 
that the public might know that under the pres
ent German regime ‘the treatment accorded is 
reminiscent not o f Macedonia but o f the darkest 
ages in the history of man.’ ”

This is most touching and we do not want to 
deny that we are deeply moved. But we would 
have a little  more faith in the moral indignation 
o f Chamberlain and Co. than we now have (and 
we now have absolutely none) i f  the same W hite 
Paper, or a supplement to it, contained an ac
count o f the “ treatment accorded”  those who 
suffer under the lash o f British imperialism— 
the Irish nationalists in Belfast, the workers and 
peasants in India, the slaves o f B rita in ’s colonies 
in South A frica.

U n til that appears, workers would be well-ad
vised to treat M r. Chamberlain's shocked indig
nation with the contempt which his war-monger- 
ing hypocrisy deserves.

" «• '  I N l . l >  I N P I ’ h.N

Let’s Fight Russia!
Washington is all het up about the way the. 

Soviet Union disposed o f the American steamer, 
City of Flint. Ambassador Steinhardt has the 
pip, the State Department is verging on apo
plexy, and every upstanding patriotic editor is 
foaming at the mouth.

Now we think they’re .all right as far as they 
go, only they don’t go far enough. W hy confine 
ourse.ves so cravenly to editorial diatribes? W hy 
confine ourselves to more or less polite diplomat
ic notes? Why not declare war upon the Soviet 
Union, send some o f our bully-boy Marines or 
A rm y lads to Siberia or Murmansk, and clean 
up the damned Roosians once and fo r all— teach 
’em a lesson ?

We’ve done that before— in H aiti, in San.Do
mingo, in Puerto Rico, in Nicaragua, in Mexico 
and elsewhere. I f  we can't civilize the Roosians 
w ith the outdated Krag, as we did the Filipinos, 
we can do it w ith the modern Arm y automatic 
rifle. Our Honor is involved, by the eternal 1 And 

• so is our contraband-carrying F lint, w ith the fine 
wages it pays its seamen and the splendid food 
and conditions it  gives them.

And i f  we lick the Roosians, why, at the same 
time we can starve the country to bits, take over 
its raw materials and put its labor to work for 
the greater glory (plus 6% minimum) o f Amer
ican business.

So let’s cut out this diplomatic piddling 
around and give them a war— with both barrels.

Thirty-Thirty
In our last issue, we published an excel'ent c ir

cular issued by Local 3 o f the International Bro
therhood o f Electrical Workers, calling fo r the 
six-hour day, thirty-hour week in industry. In  
previous issues we have described the energetic 
campaign which Local 3.is conducting on behalf 
o f this progressive demand.

Inadvertently, we placed an inaccurate head
ing on the latest story: “ T h irty  dollars-thirty 
hours is slogan o f electrical workers manifesto 
petition.” Local 3 is campaigning only on the 
thirty-hour week. Our copy-writer was thinking 
o f our slogan, No. 4 of our slogans carried below 
the masthead: ____

“ T h irty -th irty ! $30 weekly minimum wage—  
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on all 
jobs.”

We demand a th irty  dollar minimum  wage, as 
well as a thirty-hour maximum week because we 
want not only jobs, but a decent living for ev
ery worker. We are sure that Local 3 also stands 
for that; but its slogan, issued by a union which 
is preoccupied primarily by the situation in the 
building trades where the hourly rate is rela
tively high, only deals w ith the question of 
hours.

We believe that the general slogan o f Am eri
can labor in favor o f the six-hour day, five-day 
week, w ill have the broadest support i f  that slo
gan has added to it  the demand fo r a weekly 
thirty-dollar minimum. W ithout that addition, it 
is impossible to secure the support o f the lowest- 
paid workers— and that means the support o f 
most o f America’s workers.

B ritis h  W orkers, Upon Whom War's
M isery Has Fallen, A re  R a lly in g  
To the Defense o f  th e ir Interests

B y  B R IT A N N IC U S

One m ost s ig n ifica n t d ifference 
•—w h ich  we have o ften  noted in  
these colum ns— between the pres
en t w o rld  w a r and the  la s t is 
th a t the masses have entered i t  
w ith o u t enthusiasm , w ith o u t i l 
lusions o f “ g lo ry ”  and “ honor,’ ’ 
w ith o u t the jin g o is t ic  s p ir it  w h ich  
m arked the opening phases o f the 
w a r in  1914.

A cco rd in g  to  a l l reports , the 
w o rke rs  both in  the arm ed forces 
and in  c iv i l l i fe  are s ilen t, sullen 
and g r im — not, as the bourgeois 
apologists have it ,  w ith  de te rm in 
a tion , b u t ra th e r w ith  d is illu s io n 
m ent.

The be tra ya l o f the “ soc ia lis t,”  
“ com m unist,”  and trade  un ion 
leaders is complete, as i t  was in 
1914; b u t un like  1914 when, r ig h t  
up to  the ou tb reak o f hos tilitie s , 
the social - dem ocra tic  leaders 
made dem agogic speeches aga in 
s t the w ar, th e ir  be tra ya l th is  
Lime has n o t caused such con fu
sion and d iso rien ta tion  in  the 
ranks o f th e  w orkers , fo r  the ve ry  
reason th a t the leaders openly de
serted to  the  bourgeoisie no t on 
-he ou tb reak  o f w a r b u t m onths 
and years before.

¿LASSES P A Y  
l<OR T H E  W A R

Tw o th in gs  have b ro ug h t home 
the m eaning o f the present w a r 
-o the w o rk in g  class in  the  m ost 
b ru ta l m anner: its  cost and the 
w idespread unem ploym ent to 
w h ich  i t  has im m e d ia te ly  led. A c 
cord ing  to  the Econom ist the w a r 
is a lready costing  the B r it is h  
G overnm ent £7 m illio n  ($35 m il
lio n ) a  day— the h ighest figu re  to 
w h ich  the cost o f the  la s t w a r 
rose in  1918. A nd  the E conom ist 
calcula tes th a t ne x t yea r the w a r 
w i l l  cost B r ita in  a m in im um  o f 
£4,200 m illio n  ($21 b illio n ) , o r 
v56 m illio n  a day. T h is  is  60 per
cent o f the  to ta l estim ated na
tio n a l income. In  a previous a r - ' 
t id e  we reported w h a t th is  means 
in  the d ra s tic  c u rta ilm e n t o f the 
social services, housing and gen
e ra l s tandard o f l iv in g  o f  the 
w o rk in g  class.

The B r it is h  G overnm ent is do-' 
in g  its  best to  conceal the f u l l  ex
te n t o f unem ploym ent caused by 
the w a r. The M in is try  o f Labour 
G azette no longer publishes its  
s ta tis tics  fo r  em ploym ent bu t 
m ere ly  a round figu re  o f those 
unemployed. Thus i t  is  im possib le 
to  see how fa r  general em ploy
m en t has decreased and the res i
due been absorbed in to  the a rm 
ed forces. The figu res i t  does pub
lish, however, reveal th a t d u rin g  
the f irs t  week o f the w a r  n e a rly  
100,000 w o rke rs  were th ro w n  
o f w o rk , exc lud ing those who 
were recru ited  fo r  the a rm y. The 
E conom ist asserts th a t  since Sep
tem ber 11 (the  la s t date fo r  
w h ich  the M in is try  o f Labour 
has published s ta tis tic s ) unem 
p loym ent has g re a tly  increased. 
The la rge s t p ro po rtion  o f unem 

p loym ent has occurred in  the  con
sum ption indus tries  and re ta il 
d is tr ibu tive  trades, and has na- 
.u ra liy  affected the  London dis- 
t i ic t ,  where these trades are cen
tered, to  a g re a te r ex te n t than 
m y  other. The E conom ist sees no 
reason to  believe th a t any s ign i- 
ica n t p ro po rtion  o f these unem 

ployed w o rke rs  can be reabsorbed 
e ither in to  in d u s try  o r in to  the 
arm y.

W ORKERS R A L L Y  
TO O W N  D E F E N S E

These facts, toge the r w ith  the 
ra p id ly  r is in g  cost o f l iv in g  and 
the obvious and sham efu l b e tra y 
al o f th e ir  ow n leaders, have 
b ro ug h t home to  the advanced 
w o rkers  th a t the y  m us t ta ke  the 
defense o f th e ir  in te res ts  in to  
th e ir  own hands. A nd  the y  have 
no t been slow  to  do so. E a r ly  in  
Septem ber the ra ilw a y  companies 
.hreatened a d ra s tic  reduction  in  
wages, am oun ting  in  some cases 
to  as m uch as $5 a  week. In s ta n t
l y  the w o rke rs  responded w ith  a 
determ ined th re a t to  s tr ik e : the 
ra ilw a y  companies had to  g ive 
w ay, since the tra n s p o rt o f troops 
and w a r m a te ria ls  could n o t be 
.n te rfe red  w ith . (N ew  Leader, 
Sept. 15)

In  O ctober the E conom ist re 
po rts  th a t  the seamen’s un ions de
manded com pensation fo r  w a r 
r is k ; the sh ipya rd  w o rke rs  de
manded an increase o f 2 /-  a week 
and 4 percent fo r  piece w o rk ; the 
s tee l-w orkers an increase o f 3 /3  
a week; and the coa l-m iners an 
.ncrease o f 1 / a day fo r  adu lts  
and 6 pence fo r  you ths under 18. 
I d  a ll these cases the  demands o f 
the w orkers, backed by  m ilita n t, 
de te rm ina tion  n o t to  take  no fo r  
an answer on the p a r t o f the 
ra n k  and file , were g ran ted  by 
the companies involved.

In  d ire c t rep ly  to  the  ris in g  
cost o f liv in g  the co tton  opera
tives demanded a tw e lve  and a 
h a ff percent increase in  pay and 
the companies were unable to  re 
fuse because o f the im p o ss ib ility  
o f ho ld ing  up p roduc tion  a t th is  
tim e. A lto g e th e r som eth ing lik e  
2  m illio n  w o rke rs  have demanded 
and received Wage increases. The 
E xecu tive  Council o f  the T rans
p o rt and General W orke rs ’ U n 
ion, a lthough  headed b y  th a t p ro 
fessional s tr ike -b re a ke r and la c k 
ey o f the bourgeoisie, E rne s t Bev- 
in , was forced by the pressure Of 
its  ra n k  and file  to  issue a s tro n g 
ly  worded p ro te s t to  the-G overn
m en t on the r is in g  cost o f liv in g . 
In  p a rtic u la r, the reso lu tion  
sta tes: “ The Council takes note 
o f the fa c t th a t, in  every price  
the G overnm ent has fixed  to  date, 
the cost o f the com m od ity  has 
been increased to  the  apparent 
advantage o f the trade r, and i t  
appears to  the  Council as i f  a 
de libera te  po licy  is be ing carried  
o u t to  lo w e r the rea l va lue o f 
wages.”  I t  w a rns  the  G overnm ent

th a t such a p o licy  w i l l  be m et by 
determ ined action  on the p a r t  o f 
the w orkers, and ca lls upon the  
Labour P a r ty  to  b r in g  pressure 
to bear on the G overnm ent. (L o n 
don Tim es, Sept. 27).

IM P O S IN G  C O N D IT IO N S  
OF SERFDO M

In  a fo rm e r a rt ic le  we m en tion
ed the  in iqu itou s  C on tro l o f E m  
p loym ent A c t  w h ich  in troduces a 
species o f serfdom  by p ro h ib it in g  
the o ffe rin g  o r  accepting  o f jobs 
under penalties up to $500 and $5 
fo r  each day on w h ich  an em
ployee w orks. George H icks, a 
Labour M .P . w ho supported the 
B ill,  described i t  as fo llow s : “ The 
ob ject o f the B i l l  is  to  p reven t 
poaching . . .  to  p reven t the gen
era l m ovem ent o f labour . . . and 
to  p reven t enticem ent b y  h ighe r 
wages.”  A n o th e r La bo ur M .P., 
w ho abstained fro m  v o tin g  on the 
B ill,  rem arked : “ The th e o ry  o f 
the B il l  is to  stop a w o rkm a n  
fro m  le av in g  one place and go ing 
to  ano the r in  o rder th a t  h is earn
ings m ig h t be increased.”  Such 
le g is la tio n  has long  been on the  
s ta tu te-books o f the T o ta lita r ia n  
S tates; since Septem ber 15 i t  has 
been on the sta tu te -book o f “ dem
o c ra tic ”  B r ita in . A lth o u g h  the 
E xecu tive  C om m ittee  o f the  L a 
bour P a r ty  o ff ic ia lly  supported 
the B ill,  i t  could o n ly  g e t 44 of 
its  167 m embers to  vote fo r  i t ,  
the res t abstained. The I.L .P . 
alone voted aga ins t the  B ill.  
(N ew  Leader, Sept. 22.)

The w orkers , however, have no t 
abstained fro m  show ing th e ir  de
term ined opposition to  th is  s e rf
dom A c t. The G lasgow plum bers 
un ion too k  the  lead aga inst i t  by 
im m e d ia te ly  s e ttin g  up a s trong  
Shop Stewards C om m ittee  to 
f ig h t the p rov is ions o f the A c t. 
Shop S tewards C om m ittees are 
a lready sp rin g in g  up in  m any 
trades and factories, and the re  is 
no doubt w hateve r th a t  the m ove
m en t w i l l  spread rap id ly . T h is  too 
is an advance ove r the la s t w a r 
w hen the Shop Stewards m ove
m en t d id  no t ga in  s tre n g th  o r  im 
portance u n t il 1917.

B A L K  A T  “ S A C R ED  
U N IO N ”  W IT H  BOSS

I t  is  c lear fro m  these examples 
and others th a t m ig h t be cited 
th a t  the  B r it is h  w o rke rs  are no t 
prepared to  m ake a “ sacred un 
io n ”  w ith  the bourgeoisie a t the 
price o f th e ir  wages and s tandard 
o f liv in g . Econom ic opposition to  
the effects o f the w a r has a l
ready begun on a determ ined 
scale, and i t  is ce rta in  to  spread 
and g a in  s tre n g th  as these effects 
are in c reas ing ly  fe lt.

B u t w h a t o f p o lit ic a l opposition 
to  the  w a r?  In  o u r ne x t a rtic le  
we sha ll deal w ith  the C la rkm an - 
non by-e lection— the f ir s t  con
tested by-e lection  o f the  w a r—  
and w ith  the various p o lit ic a l o r
gan iza tions w h ich  are c a rry in g  
on a s trugg le  aga inst the w a r.

Czech " Trotskyism"
A  dispatch from Prague to the New York 

Times, Oct. 28, states:
“ Labor agitation in Prague, particularly in 

regard to the threat o f a strike, has been 
branded officially as the work o f ‘Trotskyite 
Communists.’ ”
We are proud to be denounced by the Nazi 

overlords o f Czechoslovakia as the “ agitators” 
responsible for the struggle o f the masses of 
Prague against Nazism. In the interests o f accu
racy, however, we must record the fact that our 
Czechoslovakian section is comparatively small, 
and that the present workers’ actions in Prague 
are probably more spontaneous than systematic
ally organized.

But what is. significant is that everywhere re
action denounces as “ Trotskyist”  the first stir
rings o f revolt. Coughlin likewise last week de
voted his weekly to warning that the Fourth In
ternational is the real menace whi’e the Third  
International “ is crumbling into dust.”  Every
where reaction understands that spontaneous and 
unorganized struggles o f the masses become a 
danger to  the capita’ist system only when the 
masses become linked to a leadership which is 
firm ly founded on a system o f revolutionary the
ory and practice. And reaction understands, too, 
that that leadership, that system of revolutionary 
theory and practice, in this epoch, is embodied 
in the Fourth International.

When the small gear o f the revolutionary par
ty is meshed into the great gear o f the masses—  
that is the successful socialist revolution. Reac
tion fears that moment, and incessantly seeks, by 
preventive measures, to forestall that moment. 
That is the meaning o f t’-e Nazi denunciation o f 
the “ Trotskyists”  in Prague.

THE MARXIST SCHOOL
announces its F A L L  TE R M  COURSES 

to be held at the Cultural Center, Room 201, 125 West 33rd St., N. Y. C.

Classes Begin Monday, November 20th

1. H O W  C A P IT A L IS M  O PERATES T O D A Y  . . . .  Prank Demby
Mondays— 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m....................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
A  course in ' A pp lied  M arx ia n  economics, dea ling  w ith  such m a tte rs  as the basic 
causes o f the  breakdown o f the  a u tom a tic  processes o f the  business cycle, w a r 
and in fla tio n , economics under a  fasc is t system , the  economics o f tho  fa rm  
problem , etc., etc.

2. SO C IALISM  A N D  W A R .......................................... M ax Shachtman
Mondays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m..................................... 6 Sessions, $1,00
B eg inn ing w ith  the  g re a t w ars  and revo lu tions o f the  la s t cen tu ry  th is  course 
w il l  proceed to  a consideration o f the  theo re tic  and p ra c tic a l problem s o f today. 
W h a t are j  s t w a rs?  How  can the social conquests o f the  Soviet U n ion  be de
fended? W hy do M a rx is ts  condemn pacifism ? H ow  should we ac t in  the  present 
w a r s itu a tio n ?

3. T H E  D E S T IN Y  OF T H E  N E G R O ................................J .R .  Johnson
Tuesdays— 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.......................................6 Sessions, $1.00
T h is  course w il l  trace  the  h is to ry  o f the N egro  peoples fro m  th e ir  enslavem ent to  
th e ir  present s tru g g le  fo r  em ancipation and equa lity . The ch ie f so lu tions fo r  the 
N egro problem  w il l  be examined.

4. • E LE M E N T S  OF S O C IA L IS T  T H E O R Y  A N D  PR AC TIC E
Tuesdays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m..................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
A course des igne l to  s u it the needs o f young peop’.c and those in the  labo r move- 
m esnt who seek an understand ing o f basic princip les.

5. O R G A N IZ IN G  A M E R IC A N  LAB O R  . . . . . .  E. R. Frank
Wednesdays— 7 :15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
F irs t  hand accounts o f the  g re a t s tr ik e  s trugg les in  the  recent past, close-ups 
o f lead ing trade  un ion personalities, analyses o f c u rre n t trade  un ion events by 
one who personally p a rtic ip a te d  in  m any o f the  g re a t o rg an iin g  drives o f 
the la s t few  years.

6. T H E  W A R  D E A L  IN  A C T IO N  James Burnham-Dwight Macdonald
Wednesdays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m................................6 Sessions, $1.00
Lectures on the  week by week developm ents in  A m erican  p - lit ic s . Consideration 
w ill be g iven to  such m a tte rs  as Congressional leg is la tion , M -D ay plans, develop
m ents in  the  business w o rld  in re la tio n  to  the w ar, etc.

Registrations now being taken at the Labor Bookshop, 116 University Place, 
N.Y.C. f rom  1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Registration can also be made by mail to the 
school office, 116 University Place. Prospective students are urged to register 
early.

California SWP 
Stand on “Ham 
and Eggs” Plan

The “ H am  and E gg s”  P lan  defeated in  the las t 
C a lifo rn ia  e lection b y ' the  sm all m a rg in  o f 200,000 
votes in  a to ta l vote o f several m illio n  is again before 
the vo te rs o f C a .ifo rn ia . I n  the s ta tem en t w h ich  we 
pub lish  below, the  Los Angeles Section C om m ittee o f 
the So'-ia l s t W orke rs  P a r ty  advises the  vote rs to  
vote Y E S  on the "H am  and E gg s”  P lan  (Am endm ent 
1) w h ile  severely c . it ic iz in g  its  inadequacy.

T H E  S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  P A R T Y , Los A nge
les section, advises a ll its  m em bers and sym pa th  zer.s 
to  vote Y E S  on P ropos ition  No. I ,  (H a m  and E ggs)

W e do th is  in  sp ite  o f the  serious c ritic ism s  we have 
o f the p lan  its e lf  and the  m ethod by  w h ich  i t  p ro 
poses to  secure pensions fo r  the aged. A lth o u g h  the 
p.an cla im s i t  w i l l  finance the  pension by ta x in g  no 
one, the end re su lt w i l l  be h ighe r prices. M ore money 
w il l  be p rin ted , re su ltin g  in  in fla tio n  and a rise in  
the  cost o f liv in g . M oreover, the  added w e ek ly  tw o 
cents per d o lla r w a rra n t w i l l  be made up by the cap
ita l is t  w ho w i l l  place h igh e r prices upon the necessi
ties o f life  th a t the w o rk rs  use and the few  com forts  
a  section o f the w o rke rs  can hope to  get. The plan 
w i l l  be financed by  a h ighe r cost o f  l iv in g  fo r  the 
poor, and w i l l  am oun t to  the poor pa y in g  fo r  the poor.

A Protest Against Insecurity
W e urge ou r lo llo w e rs  to  vo te  YES, however, as a 

p ro te s t aga inst the in se cu rity  under ou r present social 
system  o f the aged, broken by decades o f speed-up 
and o ften  years o f unem ploym ent w ith  its  re su lta n t 
hardships. We urge a YES vote to  show the ca p ita lis t 
class o f th is  s ta te  and th e ir  p o litic ia n s  o f the R epub li
can and D em ocra tic  pa rties  th a t the people o f the 
s ta te  demand secu rity  fo r  the  aged. W e urge a YES 
vote w ith o u t ta k in g  resp o n s ib ility  fo r  the p lan  itse lf.

W e vote YES, despite o u r op in ion  th a t the p lan can
n o t w o rk , in  o rder no t to  s tand in  the  w a y  o f the 
m ovem ent w h ich  s tr ive s  to  o b ta in  economic security . 
W e stand w ith  the aged and the w o rke rs  aga inst the 
bankers, in d u s tr ia lis ts  and the boss po litic ians . O ur 
s o lid a rity  w ith  o u r class m us t n o t be broken. We 
m ust present o u r c r it ic is m  w ith in  the class movem ent 
and n o t fro m  outside its  ranks. I t  is  c lear th a t the 
vas t m a jo r ity  o f ou r class favo rs  the plan. T h is  is 
evidenced b y  the  vote in  the trade unions w h ich  have 
g iven a lm ost unanim ous suppo rt to  the m ovem ent, by 
the suppo rt fo r  the p lan found in  the w o rk in g  class 
areas and p rec incts  o f the sta te. O u r ta sk  is to  ex
tend the m ovem ent fo r  the  demand fo r  old age secur
i t y  in to  the channels o f a co rrect m ethod. We are 
confident th a t  in  the course o f th e ir  experience the 
m any w o rke rs  sup po rting  the measure w il l  lea rn  to 
f ig h t w ith  the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  fo r  o ld  age 
se cu rity  under the s logan o f “ T a x  the  R ich  fo r  Old 
A ge  Pensions.”

Labor Must Be Prepared
The m a jo r question th a t  faces us is : A f te r  Novem 

be r 7, w h a t?  I f  the p lan w ins, we urge th a t labo r be 
prepared to  res is t the in ev itab le  rise  in  the prices by 
dem anding a  corresponding ra ise in  wages. I f  the# 
p lan w ins and the em ployers a tte m p t to  close down 
th e ir  fac to ries , the w o rkers  m us t be prepared fo r  
energetic  ac tio n  in  defense o f  th e ir  jobs and liv in g  
standards.

I f  the p lan loses, the  pension m ovem ent m ust s ta r t  
a l l over aga in  b u t on a hea lthy  co rrec t basis. I t  m ust 
be based on the the proposal to  “ ta x  the ric h  to  secure 
pensions fo r  the  aged poor.”  The w o rke rs  produce the 
w e a lth  o f  th is  society. W hen the y  are too old, the 
c a p ita lis ts  tu rn  them  out, free  o f any respons ib ility  
fo r  them ; o r  a t  best, w ith  on ly  a  m iserable p ittance  
in  the  xorm  o f the S ta te  pension. I t  is  the w e a lth y  
w ho m ust pay fo r  the pension. I f  the y  cannot do so, 
le t  them  g ive w a v  to  a class w h ich  can organ ize so
c ie ty  so as to  secure p le n ty  and s e cu rity  fo r  a ll:  L e t 
them  g ive w ay to the  soc ia lis t reo rgan iza tion  o f so
c ie ty  b y  the w o rke rs  and producers.

A Program For Labor
F IG H T  W IT H  T H E  S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  P A R T Y  
F O R : ‘ •

1. A  jo b  and a decent liv in g  fo r  eve ry  w o rke r.
2. Open the id le  fac to rie s  —  opera te them  under 

w o rke rs ' c o n tro l.
3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r Federa l pu b lic  w o rks  

and housing program .
4. T h ir ty - th ir t y !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 30- 

hour w e ek ly  m ax im um  fo r  a ll w o rke rs  on a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w e ek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  pen

sion.
6. E x p ro p ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
7. A l l  w a r  funds to  the unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on an y  and a ll wars.
9. N o  secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  independent Labo r P a rty .
11. W o rke rs ’ Defense G uards aga ins t v ig ila n te  and 

Fasc is t a ttacks.
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic e q ua lity  fo r  

the N egro people.

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

■ -  By Arthur Hopkins -----------
T h o u g h t fo r  th e  d a y : W e ll a n y w a y , th e  bosses 

a re  b e a tin g  th e ir  sw o rd s  in to  sha res .
*  *  #

D A IL Y  D O U B T : “ I t  is  in c re d ib le ,”  says the  M in 
n e ap o lis  S ta r J o u rn a l, “ th a t  a n y  pe rson  o r g ro up  
o f pe rsons w o u ld  th ro u g h  fa ls e  p r id e  o r de s ire  fo r  
p e rso n a l g a in  ad voca te  a m ea su re  in v o lv in g  th is  
c o u n try  in  a r is k  o f b e in g  d ra w n  in to  the  w a r . ”

#  *  *

T he  t ra d it io n a l to p  ha ts  o f the  E to n  boys have 
been p u t u n d e r a w a r t im e  ban  because th e y  w o n 't 
w o rk  w ith  gas m asks . W h ich  is  a fe a r fu l b low  so 
c u ltc h a w . H o w  can  the w o rk in g  s t if fs  recogn ize  
th e ir  “ b e tte rs ”  w ith o u t th e ir  ha ts?

*  » »

Says H e rb e r t  H o o v e r: W ood row  W ilso n  “ m e t 
w ith  the  p re ssu re s  o f p o p u la tio n s  and  the  lin s o lv -  
ab le  p ro b le m s  o f E u ro p e a n  bo u n d a rie s  and eco
n o m ic  l i f e . ”  H e  m eans “ u n s o lv a b le ”  u n d e r c a p i
ta lis m . T he  S o c ia lis t U n ite d  S ta tes o f E u ro p e  is  
o u r s o lu tio n  to  the  “ u n s o lv a b le ”  p ro b le m .

*  •  •

Says w a r  co rre s p o n d e n t H e n ry  C. C a ss idy :
“ T h e re  is  as l i t t le  ro m a n ce  as th e re  is  h ig h  e n th u 
s ia sm  in  th is  w a r. T he  tro o p s  r a r e ly  s in g . A f te r  a 
m o n th  o f w a r  th e y  have  s t i l l  to f in d  a successor to  
the  W o rld  W a r fa v o r i te  “ L a  M a d e lo n .”  B u t  the  
F re n c h  bosses h a ve  th e ir  song. “ I f  o n ly  the  w a r, 
th is  b e a u tifu l w a r , la s ts  long  enough, I ’ l l  m a ke  m.v 
m il l io n ,  o r  m o re  o r  m o re . P ra y  G od i t ’s m o re .”


