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The Second 
W orld W ar
By J. R. Johnson

i i
The Rise of the Socialist Movement

Each imperialism had to contend not only with rived 
imperialisms abroad, but with an even more deadly enemy 
the organized workers at home.

Monopoly capitalism increased the concentration of great 
masses o f workers into large units o f industry, which 
facilitated their organization into powerful unions. The 
concentration o f wealth at one end o f society and the 
resulting poverty and unemployment at the other, the re­
striction o f production to serve the profits of the few 
rather than the needs of the many, the fvorldwide compe­
tition between great monopolies controlling the economic 
life o f whole nations, the( burden o f armaments in prep­
aration for the war that loomed— these and other con­
nected causes sharpened the inevitable crises o f capitalist 
production and intensified the insecurity and dissatisfac­
tion of the masses.
M ilitan t labor movements, lxith industrial and political, 
embracing millions o f workers in each country, menaced 
the imperialists throughout Western Europe. These move­
ments marched under the banner o f socialism, the substi­
tution o f public for private ownership. The imperialists 
could pacify a portion o f these workers by paying high 
wages and creating a labor aristocracy, which functioned 
as a check on the millions of workers below. This bribery, 
however, required still greater profits, more new sources 
o f raw materials, more new markets, still wider fields for 
investment. But new ones were not to be had. I t  was ne­
cessary therefore more intensively to exploit the old. But 
this intensive exploitation o f the colonies brought new 
dangers. The industrialization o f India and China by ex­
ported capital had created there a working class that now 
began to revolt against the increasingly inhuman condi­
tions imposed upon them by their imperialist masters. 
Trapped between the competition o f their rivals abroad 
and the pressure o f the socialist movertients at home, 
menaced by the growth o f the labor movement in the col­
onies, the imperialists could see no way out but a redi­
vision of the colonies, industrial centers, and “ spheres of 
influence.”  They fought it out between 1914 and J918, 
at the cost of ten m illion dead on the battlefield, twenty- 
five million wounded, and suffering and destruction be­
yond human calculation. That was their first great war 
fo r “ democracy.”

The Way Out
As early as October, 1914, a profound student o f poli­

tics, undeceived by a ll the propaganda , wrote as fo llows: 
“ The European w a r, w h ich  the governm ents and the bourgeois 

pa rties  o f a ll countries  have been p re pa ring  fo r  decades, has 
broken out. The g ro w th  o f arm am ents, the extrem e sharpening of 
the s trugg le  fo r  m a rke ts  in  the epoch o f the la test, the  im p e ria l­
is t, stage in  the developm ent o f cap ita lism  in  the fo rem ost coun­
tries , and the dynastic  in te rests  o f the m ost backw ard E as t E u r ­
opean m onarchies were in e v ita b ly  bound to  b rin g  about, and have 
b ro ug h t about, the present w ar. To seize land and to  conquer 
fo re ign  nations, to ru in  a com peting na tion  and to  p illa ge  her 
w ea lth , to d iv e rt the a tte n tio n  o f the to il in g  masses fro m  the in ­
te rn a l p o lit ic a l crises o f Russia, Germ any, E ng land and o the r 
countries, to  d isun ite  the w o rke rs  and foo l them  w ith  na tiona lism , 
to  exte rm ina te  th e ir  vanguard in  order to  weaken the re vo lu tio n ­
a ry  m ovem ent o f the p ro le ta r ia t—such is the o n ly  rea l content, 
the s ignificance and the m eaning o f the  present w a r.’’
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Behind the Lines
B y  G E O R G E  S T E R N .

M ore than tw o  m illio n  men are 
im m obilized along a m uddy w est­
ern f ro n t  th a t w i l l  soon be w in ­
ter-bound. E xcep t fo r  an isolated 
a ir  ra id  and the occasional deadly 
sw ish o f a torpedo th rou gh  the 
open sea, the w a r  has no t y e t be­
gun. The F rench  sacrificed thou­
sands o f men to  advance in to  
Germ an soil a t the outset, m ere­
ly  to  g ive the appearance o f do­
in g  som eth ing to  help the beleag- 
ured Poles. A t  the f ir s t  s ign  o f 
G erm an counter - pressure they 
fe ll back, a t the price o f an un­
disclosed nu fnber o f lives and 
the s ta tus  quo ante. Sept. 3 has 
been re-established.

“ Peace offensives”  have had 
th e ir  hour and between London, 
P aris  and B e rlin  th e -a ir  is  filled  
w ith  reciproca l im precations and 
th rea ts  th a t somehow continue 
th e ir  pe rs is ten t fa ilu re  to  m a te r­
ia lize. Is  i t  because on both sides 
o f th is  so-far-sham  ba ttle  eyes 
are fixed  on Moscow ? Is  i t  not, 
ce rta in ly , because no one is sure, 
even now, who is fr ie n d  and who 
is foe?

M oscow is m ost assuredly the  
p rin c ip a l a c to r in th is  s trange 
spectacle and s trangest o f a ll, no­
body seems to  be sure ju s t w h a t 
ro le  i t  is p la y in g ! Scan one day's 
news: Russia m akes new de­
m ands on F in la n d  w h ich  send the 
la t te r ’s nego tia to rs  back to  H e l­
s ing fors. Russia tu rn s  the  C ity  o f 
F l in t  over to  Germ any. Russia 
te lls  B r ita in  i t  w i l l  n o t recognize 
the blockade. Russia sends a  b ig  
trade  de legation to  B e rlin  and an­
nounces i t  w i l l  fu rn is h  H it le r  
w ith  a m illio n  tons o f g ra in . Rus­
sia even gets a  g inge r l i t t le  ap­
p ro v in g  p a t fro m  C ham berla in  
about its  invasion o f Poland. Rus­
sia sends a id  to  China— fo r  cash 
and goods on the  line— and de­
nounces “ agents o f W ash ing ton”

fo r  t ry in g  to  cast d iscord in to  the 
te n ta tiv e . M oscow -T okyo . h a rm ­
ony !

A nd  m ost im p o rta n t o f a l l:  i t  
is fro m  Russia th a t  the  nex t w a r 
move in  southeastern Europe is 
now genera lly  expected. In  B e rlin  
they are look ing  fo r  i t  and B e r­
lin  has the  inside tra c k  r ig h t  now 
Shrewd observers recognize th a t 
despite the  new pac t o f the  A l­
lies w ith  T u rkey , R um an ia  is 
l ik e ly  to  ge t the  same k in d  of 
“ suppo rt”  th a t  Poland got. A p ­
pa ren tly  the  general sense is th a t 
i f  S ta lin  w an ts  Bessarabia he 
can probably have i t  w ith o u t un­
due d iff ic u lty .

F rom  H it le r ,  ce rta in ly , the 
K re m lin  d ic ta to r is c e rta in ly  ge t­
t in g  every encouragem ent to 
move. H it le r  is proceeding, ap­
pa ren tly , on the theory  th a t i t  
w i l l  be com para tive ly  easy to  re­
cap ture ground lo s t to  S ta lin  i f  
S ta lin  can be b ro ug h t to over­
reach him self.

F rom  the A llie s  he can a t the  
same tim e  count upon a certa in
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Fascist Rag Attacks 4th International Boss Press Wails Loud 
About Incident; War 
Propaganda Gets Spurt

I he Roosevelt administration’s war drive was accelerated notably this week, when the 
American government made demands on the Hitler-Stalin camp, in the City o f F lin t incident, 
which it has carefully refrained from making in similar cases where the An»To-French 
camp is involved. b

Roosevelts neutrality ’ speech on Thursday, denouncing as “ one o f the worst fakes 
m current history” the warnings sounded in and out o f oCngress on the danger o f Amer- 

i £ an PartlcIpation in the war, was exposed as the real fake, when at his bidding the State 
Department peremptorily demanded that the German and Soviet governments surrender the 
City of Flint.

Seizure and detention o f a score o f American vessels by British and French war-
Tships, and the confiscation of

New York SWP Set 
For Whirlwind Finish 
To Election Campaign

R e ite ra tin g  th a t  the  a n ti-w a r p la tfo rm  o f the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a r ty  in  the  present m un ic ip a l elections m ost adequately corres­
ponds to  rea l needs and desires o f the  w o rke rs  in  N ew  Y o rk , M ax 
Shachtm an arid George Lym an Paine, C ounc ilm anic  candidates fo r  
the  B i» n x  and M anha ttah , prepared today  fo r  a  w h ir lw in d  tw o-w eek 
W ind-up to  th e ir  respective e lection cam paigns.

“ W e are confident,”  bo th  candidates s ta ted today, “ th a t the 
w o rke rs  o f th is  c ity  w i l l  ra l ly  to  the  S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  cand i­
dates in  a m anne r th a t w i l l  su r-i4l------------------------------------------ 1_______
prise everyone. F rom  ou r con tact

Above is a facs im ile  o f F r. C ough lin ’s fasc is t 
g u tte r  rag , Social Justice . The b ig  scare about 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l ta k in g  oven N ew  Y o rk  
has a basis in  fa c t fo r  the fu tu re  i f  no t fo r  the 
present— when the w o rke rs  o f New  Y o rk  take 
command over th e ir  ow n lives and destiny  in  a 
soc ia lis t society.

We are proud to be the b u tt o f  a tta c k  o f th is  
fasc is t fiend w ho is enemy No. 1 o f A m erican 
w orkers. R e vo lu tion a ry  w orkers , under S ocia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty  leadership, have g iven C ough lin ’s 
ra tnests o f C h ris tian  M ob ilie rs  cause -enough fo r  
w o rry in  the past s ix  m onths. We prom ise to  dup­
lica te  ou r perform ances in  double doses in  the 
fu tu re . The stuck p ig, Coughlin, has on ly  begun

to squeal.
As fo r  the rest o f the trash, i t  ha rd ly  

serves even contem ptuous com m ent. We 
loa th  to  accept c re d it fo r  the purge o f S ta lin is ts  
fro m  the A m erican  L a b o r P a rty . A le x  Rose and 
D avid  D ub insky, whom  C oughlin ’s v ile  scribb le rs 
m ake the ta rg e t fo r  an an ti-sem itic  a tta ck , w i l l  
be the f irs t  to deny the charge o f "T ro ts k y is m .”  
They are the trade un ion agents o f A ng lo -F rench  
im peria lism . B u t Coughlin  cannot d isc red it the 
trade unions e ith e r by an ti-sem itism  o r by re f­
erence to th e ir  p ro -w a r position.

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is an a n ti-w a r p a r ty  
— i t  w il l save the trade  unions fro m  the w a r 
m ongers— and fro m  Coughlin.

de­
arc

w ith  the w o rke rs  o f the B ronx  
and M an ha ttan  d u rin g  th is  elec­
tion- cam paign, we are prepared 
to  say th a t o u r a n ti-w a r p rogram  
is be ing received w ith  the g re a t­
est in te res t and sym pathy. In  the 
same w ay th a t o u r P a r ty  answers 
the needs o f the w orkers , in  the 
same w ay the w o rke rs  w i l l  re ­
spond to us on election day.

Pennies F inanced Cam paign
B oth  candidates today filed 

th e ir  cam paign financ ia l s ta te ­
m ents w ith  the Board o f E le c ­
tions. James B urnham , T reasu rer 
o f the Cam paign Com m ittee 
com m ented:

Farrell 
Calls fo r  
A id To 
Watson

Mexican Police Arrest Man Who 
Tried to Enter Trotsky’s Home

Danger of Attem pt at Assassination Makes 
Additional Precautionary Measures for 
The Defense of Trotsky Necessary

1

( S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
M E X IC O  C IT Y — P recau tiona ry  measures to  p ro te c t 

T ro ts k y  aga ins t assassins were increased th is  week, a fte r  
piefous cha rac te r a ttem pted, w ith  a  fa ke  s to ry , to  m ake his way 

degree o f forbearance because he j ¡ „  to  see T ro ts k y . The suspect, M anuel Fern  ancle,. Barrechena, was

Leon
sus

knows they are no t go ing  to  take 
any steps w h ich  w ou ld  m ore o r 
less irrevocab ly  line  up Russia as 
an a lly  a t G erm any’s side in  ac­
tu a l ho s tilitie s . N o t u n t il they 
g ive  up a ll hope o f b r in g in g  
abou t a  Germ an-Russian clash 
w il l  the A llie s  r is k  extend ing  the 
w a r f ro n t  to  the  southeast and, 
o f necessity, to  th e , M ed ite rra n ­
ean as well.

I t  is  over th is  d ip lo m a tic  no­
m an’s land th a t S ta lin  is f ly in g  
lik e  a trapeze a rt is t,  h igh , wide, 
and handsome. B u t he can’t  ju s t 
keep sw ing ing , especia lly w ith  
foe -friends and friend-foes saw­
in g  aw ay a t the ropes on both 
sides.

A n d  the one th in g  S ta lin  m ost 
seriously lacks is a sa fe ty  net.

arrested by the  M exican police, 
who announce they are con tinu­
in g  the investiga tion .

On Oct. 20 Barrechena p re­
sented h im se lf a t  T ro ts k y ’s home 
in  Coyoacan, describ ing  h im se lf 
to T ro ts k y ’s secre ta ry  as a Span­
ish refugee, an a v ia to r in  Spain 
and a m em ber o f the  Com m unist 
p a r ty  there. He wanted to see 
T ro ts k y , b u t gave no p a rtic u la r 
ieason. The secre ta ry  asked h im  
fo r  his address, in  order to  in fo rm  
h im  when he could see T ro tsky . 
He gave his address as the H ote l 
Moderno.

The ne x t day someone te le­
phoned the T ro ts k y  household, 
said he was the Spanish general, 

Jose M la ja , and urged th a t  Bar-

rechena be received by T ro tsky , 
say ing  th a t B arrechena was to 
arrange fo r  the g i f t  o f an au to ­
m obile to  T ro tsky . T ro ts k y ’s sec­
re ta ries  were ce rta in  now th a t 
there was som eth ing a foot, fo r  
M ia ja  was scarce ly l ik e ly  to seek 
con tact w ith  T ro tsky . The gener­
a l is l iv in g  here in  p o lit ic a l re ­
tirem en t. T h rough  the police, M i­
a ja  confirm ed the fa c t th a t the 
ca ll had no t come fro m  him .

T ro ts k y ’s secretary, Van, w ent 
w ith  police to  the H o te l Mod- 
erno. W h ile  the police hid, Van 
w ent to  Barrechena’s room. B a r­
rechena to ld  h im  th a t someone 
named M a ta  was p ro v id in g  the  
autom obile fo r  T ro ts k y . A t  th is

(Continued on P age 3)

CHRYSLER CO. 
SEEKS TO BALK 
AGREEMENT

<S p e c ia l to  the  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)  
D E T R O IT , Oct. 27— The Chrys 

1er C orpora tion  continues to 
th ro w  every obstacle in  the w ay 
o f an agreem ent w ith  the U A W - 
CIO. I ts  ch ise lling  tac tics  are de­
signed to em asculate the basic 
un ion demands fo r  the union 
shop, jo in t  union-m anagem ent 
reg u la tion  o f p roduction  sched­
ules and the re ins ta tem ent o f ov­
er one hundred w o rke rs  fired  fo r  
fa il in g  to  keep up w ith  the speed­
ed production.

The s tubborn  a ttitu d e  o f the 
corpora tion , w h ich  con trasts  so 
sha rp ly  w ith  the excessive concil­
ia tio n  o f un ion officia ls, is  now 
responsible fo r  th ro w in g  50,000 
men o u t o f w o rk  in  the C hrys ler) 
p lan ts  and an add itiona l 100,000 

(Continued on P age 3)

“ The fina nc ia l cost o f the cam ­
pa ign to  e lect M ax  Shachtm an 
and George Lym a n  Paine to  the 
C ity  Council w i l l  show the lowest 
expenditures o f any candidate in 
the fie ld. F ro m  beg inn ing  to  end, 
ou r cam paign has been financed 
w ith  the con tribu tions  and pen­
nies o f »the w o rke rs  themselves. 
L e t the o th e r candidates, who say 
they  are ‘independent’ , d ivu lge  
the sources financ ing  them . These 
’independents’ w ou ld  have to ad­
m it  th a t in  no sense are th e y  in ­
dependent o f the subsidies o f the 
la rge c a p ita lis t in te rests .”

Speak to Y ou th  
A nsw erin g  the questionnaire  

subm itted  by the Y oung C itizens 
Com m ittee F o r a Progressive 
C ity  Council, Shachtm an and 
Paine gave th e ir  p ro g ra m  fo r  the 
vast a rm y  o f you th :

“ The you th  o f A m erica , lik e  
the you th  o f the countries a t w a r 
today, have no th in g  to  ga in  fro m  
the present w ar. I t  is  a w a r be­
tween tw o  im p e ria lis t camps to 
re-d iv ide the earth . No m a tte r 
w h ich  side w ins, to ta lita r ia n  d ic­
ta to rsh ip  w ill tr iu m p h , sm all na­
tions w i l l  s t i l l  be • enslaved and 
■peace’ w i l l  be restored in  the 
s p ir it  o f the robbers’ T re a ty  o f 
V ersa illes.”

C a lling  upon the young people 
o f th is  c ity  to  support the  a n t i­
w a r cam paign o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty ’s candidates, 
Shachtm an and Paine urged tha t, 
“ Unless the you th  o f the na tion  
is reconciled to  becom ing cannon- 
fodder in  an im p e ria lis t w ar, i t
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NOTICE
There w i l l  be an im p o rta n t 

m em bership m eeting  o f a ll 
New  -Y o rk  S W P  and Y P S L  
m em bers th is  Sunday, Oct- 29, 
a t W ebster H a ll, 119 E. 11th 
S t. T im e : 2:30 p.m.

N E W  Y b R K , Oct. 26— James 
T. F a rre ll, the noted novelist, to ­
day added h is voice to  those who 
have spoken o u t in  condemna 
tio n  o f  the a rre s t o f F ra n k  W a t­
son, Canadian m il ita n t,  w ho was 
arrested and sentenced to  one 
yea r’s im prisonm en t fo r  de live r­
in g  an a n ti-w a r speech in  Toron 
to. In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the So­
c ia lis t  Appea l, F a rre ll said:

“ I  agree w ith  the  s ta tem en t 
th a t dem ocracy is the  f ir s t  casu­
a l ty  o f w a r. The in fo rm a tio n  on 
the W atson case w h ich  has been 
supplied me by the  A m erican  L a ­
bor A id  is a  c le a r-cu t il lu s tra t io n  
o f th is . On th is  basis I  support 
th e  appeal fo r  funds to  defend 
W atson. I  hope o thers w i l l  rea lize 
th a t th is  is an im p o rta n t defense 
case and jo in  me in  adop ting  th is  
pos ition .”

Funds V ita l
In  doub ling  its  e ffo rts  on be­

h a lf o f  W atson, the  A m erican  
La bo r A id  w h ich  has organized a 
W atson Defense Fund, po in ted to  
F a rre ll’s re ite ra tio n  o f the old 
t ru th  w h ich  is am p ly  evidenced in 
the W atson case: dem ocracy is 
the f ir s t  casua lty  o f w a r. Thus, 
in  ra l ly in g  to  the defense o f W a t­
son, in  its e lf  the e lem entary  d u ty  
o f  every a n ti-w a r w o rke r, the 
A .L .A . made i t  p la in  th a t i t  was 
also f ig h tin g  the en tire  issue o f 
w a r-tim e  suppression: today in 
Canada, w h ich  is a lready a t w a r; 
tom orro w  in  the U n ite d  States, 
when i t  goes to  w ar.

Funds, said the com m ittee , are 
u rg e n tly  needed. The expenses 
involved in  conducting  the  de­
fense o f W atson are ex trem e ly  
h igh. E ve ry  n icke l, dim e and do l­
la r  is o f the u tm o s t value. Con­
trib u tio n s , however sm all o r 
la rge  should be rushed to  the 
A m erican  Labo r A id , 125 W est 
33rd S treet, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

the cargoes carried by two or 
more o f them —  it  is known 
now that the phosphate car­
goes o f the American freight­
ers and Saccarappa have been 
confiscated by the British— 
not only were not protested by 
the State Department, hut the 
veyr facts about the seizures 
did not become known until 
last Wednesday.

A f te r  days o f c lam or about the 
G erm an seizure o f the C ity  of> 
F lin t ,  S enator C la rk  and o th e r 
congressmen f in a lly  were success­
fu l in  g e ttin g  the S tate D e pa rt-, 
m ent to release a  l is t  o f the 
Am erican ships seized by the 
A ng lo -F rench  warships.

W hile  the S tate D epartm ent 
fe lt  no need to  in fo rm  the  A m e r­
ican people th a t m any o f these 
ships were and are fo r  weeks in  
A ng lo -F re nch  hands, m uch less 
tc pro test th e ir  seizure, i t  d id n 't 
even w a it  to  estab lish the fac ts  
before i t  demanded o f the Soviet 
governm ent im m edia te  release o f 
the C ity  o f F lin t.

U. S. Fakes Excuse
The ostensib le ju s tific a tio n  fo r  

the S tate D e pa rtm e n t’s demand 
o r  the S oviet governm ent is, th a t 
m the A ng lo -F rench  cases the 
seizures conform ed to  in te rn a ­
tio n a l law , b u t th a t the C ity  o f 
F l in t  case d id  no t conform  to  in ­
te rn a tio n a l law .

U nder the H ague Convention o f 
1907, to  w h ich  the U n ite d  States 
governm ent is a s ig na to ry , A r ­
tic le  21 provides th a t  a prize  ship 
m ay be b ro ug h t in to  a ne u tra l 
p o rt "on account o f unseaw orth i­
ness, stress o f w eather, o r  w a n t 
o f fue l o r  p rov is ions", b u t th a t 
“ i t  m ust leave as soon as the  c ir ­
cumstances w h ich  ju s tifie d  its  en­
t r y  are a t an end.”

S oviet F o llow ed L a w
F orm a lly , a t least, the Soviet 

governm ent adhered to  these 
provisions. The Germ ans brought 
the ship in to  M u rm a nsk  on a 
c la im  th a t is covered by  the te rm  
"unseaw orth iness” , and i t  was in  
the p o rt on ly  a few  days. M aybe 
the Germ ans were ly in g , and the 
Soviet governm ent was he lp ing 
them — they are scarce ly above a 
l i t t le  deceit! B u t the U . S. gov­
ernm ent could no t possib ly know  
th is  to  be a fac t. B efore i t  had 
made any in ve s tig a tio n  to speak 
of, the S ta te  D e pa rtm en t issued 
Its  dem and on the S oviet govern­
m ent fo r  the release o f the  ship, 
and s im ila r  representations to 
B erlin .

Press O penly P a rtisa n
The A m erican  press took i t  up, 

and day in  day o u t w a iled loud 
and long  aga inst the  H it le r -S ta l­
in camp. B u t when, under pres­
sure, the S tate D e pa rtm en t f in a l­
ly  released its  l is t  o f A m erican  
ships seized by  the A ng lo -F rench  
camp, i t  caused scarce ly a ripp le  
in  the press.

T h is  in c ide n t is a  w a rn in g  sign 
to the A m erican  people th a t the 
whole apparatus o f  the A m erican  
governm ent is geared to  d ra gg ing  
us in to  w a r  on the side o f the  A n ­
g lo -F rench  camp. I f  such a f l im ­
sy p re te x t as the C ity  o f F l in t  in ­
c iden t is u tilize d  to  such an ex­
tent, we can im ag ine  w h a t w i l l  
happen when some rea l inc idents 
occur, as the y  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  oc­
c u r in  the course o f a  w a r. "

ROOSEVELT USES ‘FLINT’ SEIZURE 
TO PROMOTE U. S. WAR PLANS
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A New Anti-W ar Pamphlet

Labor and the Second Wo rld  W ar
(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P age 1)

The writer ended his analysis w ith a program o f action:
"T ra n s fo rm  the present im p e ria lis t w a r in to  c iv il w a r  - is  the 

on ly  co rrect p ro le ta ria n  slogan. . . . H ow ever d iff ic u lt such a 
tra n s fo rm a tio n  m ay appear a t any g iven tim e  Socia lists w ill 
never re linqu ish  system atic , persistent, undev ia ting , p re pa ra to ry  
w o rk  in  th is  d irec tion , since w a r has become a fa c t. . . .

"L o n g  live  the in te rn a tio n a l f ra te rn ity  o f the w o rke rs  aga inst 
the chauvin ism  and p a trio tis m  o f the bourgeoisie o f a ll coun­
tr ie s !"

This was Lenin, the great follower of Marx and Engels, 
the founders o f scientific socialism.

Imperialist War and Proletarian Revolution
But the war o f 1914-1918 settled nothing. It could settle 

nothing. It could re-divide but it could not increase. Only 
the discovery o f a continent, with a few hundred million 
natives could save imperialism from a crisis that was now 
permament.

And, as in the colonial sphere, so in Europe.
The Treaty of Versailles reshuffled boundaries, but na­

tional states remained. Even under capitalism the produc­
tive forces had attained a high degree of internationalism. 
The war had shown that what was now needed was the re­
organization o f world economy by an international cooper­
ative plan instead o f on a national competitive basis. What 
else could prevent the periodical explosions o f rival nation­
al economies into devastating imperialist war? But private 
ownership o f the means o f production was the basis o f the 
national state. The abolition o f private ownership was a 
political task, and could be accomplished only by the so­
cialist revolution o f the working-class. I t  was for these 
reasons that Lenin characterized the period in which we 
live as the period of imperialist wars and proletarian revo­
lutions.

In  one great country, Russia, the workers and peasants, 
under the leadership o f the Bolshevik Party, well educated 
and prepared by Lenin, overthrew the capitalist system. 
They transformed the basic industries from private into 
collectivised property, and Ixrldly set out upon the road to 
socialism. The workers in Germany, Austria, and Czecho­
slovakia swept away their monarchical governments and 
established democratic republics— but they failed to abolish 
the capitalist system of property. The new Russian econ­
omy was thereby left isolated. In the rest o f the world, the 
national state, private property and the oppressed colonial 
countries, in other words all the pre-war dynamite, re­
mained. The imperialists were thus faced with the same 
problem as before: the accumulation of profit, the need for 
investment, and a world that obstinately remained the same 
size as it had been in 1914. Their post-war plight was now 
more desperate than ever, for the example of the Russian 
Revolution stimulated the militancy o f the workers in E ur­
ope and unleashed revolutionary movements in India, 
China, Palestine, Egypt and other colonial countries.

The Imperialists Try Fascism
A method o f temporarily solving one phase o f the d iffi­

culty was discovered by the Italian capitalists. They subsi­
dized Mussolini, who attacked the workers’ movements 
with armed bands. The leaders of the labor aristocracy, 
flourishing as members of parliament and trade union bur­
eaucrats, would not lead the workers to the only way out— 
the revolutionary struggle for socialism. The workers were 
defeated and terrorized. Deprived of their trade unions and 
thei democratic rights, they were powerless to resist wage 
cuts, and increased hours. Thus for a time fascism stifled 
the pressure o f the working class on the capitalist system.

But for a time only. The powers maintained an unstable 
equilibrium until 1929, when the world crisis once more 
showed the bankruptcy o f the capitalist system. Britain. 
France, Belgium and Holland could maintain “ democracy”  
at home only by squeezing their colonies still more. The 
colonials replied w ith fierce uprisings, which though unsuc­
cessful, weakened still more the unstable system. Germany 
and Austria had no colonials to squeeze. The German cap­
italists followed Mussolini’s example and subsidized H itle r 
and his fascist bands. The German workers failed to resist, 
their movement was destroyed, here also, as in Italy, with 
the connivance o f the “ democratic”  government. W ith  the 
workers crushed. H itle r wras free to begin the rearmament 
o f Germany.

In 1931 Japanese capitalists were seeking to solve their 
crisis by the absorption of China. In 1935 Mussolini 
launched his attack on Ethiopia. Another great war for 
“ democracy”  was on the order o f the day.

Once More Imperialist War
Britain and France, leading lights o f the eLague o f Na­

tions, took no serious steps against either Japan or Italy. 
The League was only a means o f protecting their own pos­
sessions and organizing support fo r their own defense. By 
1938 H itle r began to expand over Eastern Europe, first 
into Austria, next in Czechoslovakia. H itle r and Mussolini 
helpe destablish fascism in Spain. Britain and France, 
with their workers hostile at home and their colonies on 
the verge o f revolution, could only retreat, offer “ appease­
ment,”  and try  to bargain w ith H itle r fo r what they called 
a “ general settlement.”  Britain had helped in the rearma­
ment o f Germany, hoping to push H itle r into an attack on 
the Soviet Union. But the plan miscarried. Instead, H itle r 
accepted fo r the moment an alliance with Stalin.

The very practical gentlemen who rule Brita in and 
France care nothing fo r “ poor little  Poland,”  for “ democ­
racy”  (which was destroyed in Spain w ith their tacit assist­
ance), for the JJews whom H itle r murdered— for any­
thing they talk so much about. But i f  Germany,.allied to 
the Soviet Union, conquered Poland and was allowed to 
digest its coqquests. then British imperialism, its markets.

colonies and profits were in mortal danger. Chamberlain 
put aside his umbrella, picked up his rifle, and marched fo r ­
ward as the leader, in the second great war for “ democ­
racy.”

American Capitalism and the First World War
While the European imperialisms scrambled in Asia and 

Africa, American capitalism prospered. The elasticity o f a 
youn gand vigorous capitalism, the extent and wealth of 
the United States, gave American capitalists the illusion 
that this was God’s own country, immune from Europe's 
troubles. But they, too, felt the need for colonies, and took 
some away fro mSpain, before the Twentieth Century be­
gan. And they began their struggle to’ dominate Latin Am ­
erica, shouldering aside here Britain and Germany, and 
encountered Japan and other rivals in the Far East.

During the 1914-1918 war, American capitalists made 
billions selling supplies and munitions, chiefly to the “ de­
mocracies,”  who controlled the seas. When the “ democra­
cies”  could no longer pay cash, American capitalists in ­
vested vast fortunes in credits to them. But by 1917 the 
“ democracie swere in danger o f being defeated, imperilling 
American investments. Furthermore, the whole of Am eri­
can economy was no wgeared to the production of war ma­
terial for the “ democracies.”  A  German victory would 
mean immense losses abroad and a desperate crisis at home. 
The America ncapitalists gave their orders to Woodrow 
Wilson, and he, elected but five months before as the man 
who “ kept us out o f war,”  led America into the trenches, 
to make the world safe for “ democracy”  and the invest­
ments o f American capital.

The Economic Crisis of 1929
The exhaustion of European imperialism and the vast 

profits made from the war enormously increased America’s 
financial power. This wealth had to find a field fo r invest­
ment— the perpetual preoccupation o f capitalism. Because 
they had to invest somewhere, American capitalists invested 
in Europe, bankrupt as it was, as well as in Latin America 
and the Far East. For a time imperialism on a world scale 
seemed to prosper as never before. But it was an artificial 
prosperity: prosperity under capitalism means accumula­
tion o f rofits ,and accumulation o f profits means a necessity 
for further expansion. Expansion where? In 1929 the sys­
tem crashed again, and this time as never before.

In no country was the crisis worse than hi America. By 
1932 the unemployed numbered at least seventeen million. 
Whereas Britain underwent a slow decline over more than 
half a century, American capitalism plunged downward 
hal ftlie  distance in one year and, today, after nine years, 
gives no sign o f recovery. Such is the violence of capitalist 
disintegration in our time.

New Deal Into War Deal
Roosevelt was elected in 1932 as the man to solve the 

crisis. Vain hope! By an adroit combination of relief, gov­
ernment expenditures, and demagogy, he impressed the 
people. Profiting by the slight alleviation o f the world c r i­
sis, he was reelected in 1936 by the enthusiastic vote o f a 
hopeful but deluded people. But one year later another 
catastrophic convulsion, the sharpest drop in American his­
tory, demonstrated finally to those who still needed proof 
that American capitalism was, like the rest o f the world, in 
permanent crisis.

Four m illion workers organized into the C IO ; for the 
first time hundreds o f thousands o f Negroes entered the 
organized labor movement; sit-down strikes followed one 
another in quick succession— the American workers were 
learning from their brothers in Europe. Here was danger,

H *

Marxism In  Our Times
by Leon T ro tsky

A N  IN T R O D U C T IO N  TO:

A 200 page abridgement of 
M arx ’s C A P IT A L , including 
the fundamental principles of 
modern day events. An entire 
newer reformist movements, 
“ New Deal.”  Also examines 
American and International 
movement.

This book, P R IC E D  A T  $1.00 by the publishers, 
Longmans-Green Co.,

T O G E T H E R  W IT H  A O N E  Y E A R  S U B S C R IP T IO N
either to

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
or

SOCIALIST APPEAL
(Subscription rate, $2.00 per year)

for $2.25
ORDER N O W !

Address:

The New International
116 University Place 

New York, N. Y.

(Note: For Socialist Appeal subscription in M anhattan  
Bronx, add $1.00 fo r 1 year postage)

Living Thoughts of Marx
the first volume ot Karl 
a brilliant exposition of 
Marxism  in the light of 
section is devoted to the 
especially the Roosevelt 
the perspectives o f the 

labor and revolutionary

a n d ^ j

— —  By J. R. Johnson
and Roosevelt, like every other capitalist statesman, knew 
onl yone way out— imperialist war.

I'o r an immediate issue he didn’t have to look far. Japan, 
long a rival o f American imperialism for the great Chinese 
market, began a large-scale war in China and ser'ved notice 
on all other capitalists to keep out. In dose cooperation 
with Japan, Germany and Italy, using cheap goods wrung 
out of their defeated workers at home, were pushing into 
that special preserve of American imperialism, Latin Amer­
ica. Listen then to Franklin Roosevelt at Chicago in Octo­
ber, 1937, speaking to the startled people o f Am erica:

Let the People Vote Against the War
“Innocent peoples and nations are being cruelly sacri­

ficed . . . The peace-loving nations . . . Those who cherish
their freedom . . . the sanctity of international treaties . . .
international m orality . . . moral consciousness . . .”

When a “ democratic.”  statesman shouts hosannahs to 
peace and international law, then the imperialist war is not 
far off.

In our time peace is merely a period o f preparation for 
war. 'Lhe moment was drawing near, the preparations had 
to be accelerated on all fronts.

Roosevelt set out on his war-mongering career.
Late in 1937 Congressman Louis Ludlow managed to 

get his proposed amendment to the Constitution discharged 
from the Judiciary Committee where it had been collecting- 
dust for almost three years to the floor o f the House. This 
called for a referendum vote among all the people before 
a war could be declared by the United States government 
against another country. The Ludlow amendment is not a 
revolutionary measure; even i f  passed it cannot by itself 
stop war. But it does give the people an opportunity to 
express at least an opinion on whether millions should be 
cut short in their prime. A  vote against the war might be 
a preliminary to more effective means o f stopping it.

Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, opposed the amend­
ment. Under heavy pressure by the President, the House 
refused, by a vote o f 209 to 188, even to discuss it. The 
close vote shows that the congressmen were aware o f the 
strong sentiment among the people in its favor. In  the very 
week the vote was taken, a Gallup poll showed 75% of the 
people in favor o f the amendment. That was why many 
dared tuA vote against it.

Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, has bitterly fought the 
bill ever since. Let the people vote against the war! Let the 
people decide! No, says Franklin Roosevejt, war-monger.

"F ight a t the Drop of a H a t"
On February 4, 1938, through Adm iral Leahy, chief of 

naval operations, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, out­
lined before the House Committee, and to the world, his 
blueprint for war. A  note was sent to Japan heralding the 
naval race.

On February 17, 1938, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, 
called a secret meeting o f the great financial, industrial, 
and newspaper lords, the heads o f the army and navy —  
the real rulers o f this country. A t Chicago it was all peace 
and international morality, but now, when these high-up 
gangsters were speaking not to the public, but to one an­
other, you could have closed your eyes and imagined your­
self in Rome or Berlin. Said Roosevelt, “ This nation used 
to be ready to fight at the drop o f a hat and we must get it 
that way again.”

On February 24, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, asked 
the New York up-state W P A  for lists o f unmarried men 
on home or work relief. He did not hide why he wanted 
the lists. I t  was to get the men into the army.

On March 5, Franklin Roosevelt, war - monger. - an­
nounced plans for a war alliance with the Latin American 
states.

On March 26, 1938, the war situation sharpened in Eur- 
one. No European nation, no three European nations, could 
attack us, could send across the ocean three or four million 
soldiers and all the supplies they would need. Roosevelt 
knows this as well as anybody else, but he seized the op­
portunity to increase the naval budget. In  1934 it was 
$290,000,000. Early in 1938 he had it up to $1,00,000,000. 
Now he added an extraordiany appropriation, making a 
total o f $2,121,000,000. For the arntv the budget was 
$500,000,000.

During the next few weeks he praised the Sheppard-May 
bill which provides fo r the mobilization o f industry for 
war. He initiated vast naval maneuvers in the Pacific, on a 
front o f five thousand miles from Alaska to Samoa. This 
was a warning to Japan, whose drive in China continued 
unabated. While the naval maneuvers were taking place, he 
announced war-games on land and in the air, to last until 
the fall.

(Continued in Next Issue)
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RECORD O F  B R A N C H  
A P P E A L  S A LE S

On the whole the  branches con­
tinued to  dispose o f th e ir  reg u la r 
quotas o f the Socialist- Appeal, 
and in  several instances have 
been able to  c ircu la te  and to  sell 
e x tra  qu an titie s  on special occa­
sions, such as mass m eetings, 
house-to-house drives, s treet 
meetings, etc.

Several c ities  do qu ite  w e ll w ith  
subscrip tions, bu t by and la rge 
th is  fie ld  rem ains as ye t a m a jo r 
weak spot, due to  a v a r ie ty  o f 
circum stances, some con tro llab le  
and some not.

Since ou r la s t record, 27 new 
subscrip tions have been entered 
and 11 renewals. N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
w ith  s ix  new subscrip tions and 
three renewals and Lynn , Mass, 
w ith  fo u r new subscrip tions tu rn ­
ed in the best week's jo b  in  th is  
field.

The record o f the c itie s  since 
la s t week is as fo llow s:

B ranch New
Re­

newal
New  Y o rk  C ity . . 6 3
Lynn, Mass. . .  . . . 4
St. Pau l ........... . .  3 1
San Francisco . . . 2 1
Chicago ............. . . 1 2
O akland ........... . . 2
C leveland ......... . . 2
Los Angeles . . . 2
O m aha ............. . . 1
Toledo ............... . . .  1
Seattle  ............. . . 1
C onnecticut . .. . . 1
N e w a rk  ........... . . 1
P h ila . .................. . . . 1
P eeksk ill ......... . . 1
D enver ............. 1
Sacram ento . . . 1

T o ta l ......... . . .27 11
A  few  branches made cuts  in  

th e ir  re g u la r bundle orders, bu t 
a few  increases and new orders 
q u ic k ly  made up these losses.

Loca l C leveland decided to  c u t 
its  o rd e r fo r  the t im e  being to  40 
copies, since ou tdoor m eetings 
cannot now  be held, and th js  was 
the means fo r  se lling  the paper 
w ide ly  in  the  past.

In  P ortland , Ore. ou r comrade 
continues to  do ve ry  w e ll in  se ll­
in g  a bundle o f the Socialist A p ­
pal and The New  International 
am ong his trade  un ion contacts.

The new branch in  S trea to r, 
111. hopes to  be able to  continue 
to  dispose o f 15 copies reg u la rly , 
though adv is ing  us th a t no t hav­
in g  a  re g u la r place to  meet cre­
ates ce rta in  d ifficu ltie s .

L ikew ise  the comrades in  Hous­
ton, Texas and o th e r loca lities  
continue q u ie tly  to  dispose e ffe c t­
iv e ly  o f both the paper and the 
friagazine.

A n  o rder has been placed fo r  
5 copies re g u la r ly  by J. L. in 
Syracuse, N . Y.

In  New Haven N . Lyons has 
taken over the w o rk  o f l ite ra tu re  
agen t and w rite s  they are confi­
dent s h o r tly  o f increas ing  the 
bundle orders, as w e ll as ob ta in ­
in g  new subscrip tions fo r  both 
publications.

A s  reported before, the O ak­
land comrades have been ve ry  
successful in  se lling  the paper a t 
m eetings. R ecen tly  Comrade E. 
M., L ite ra tu re  A gent, toge the r 
w ith  ano the r com rade sold 50 
copies a t a s ing le  "H a m  and 
E gg s" m eeting.

Lennie Saunders has become 
the new lite ra tu re  agen t in  P h il­
adelph ia  and is ta k in g  steps fo r  
increased sales.

The N ew ark, N. J. o rg an iza tio n  
continues to  dispose re g u la r ly  o f 
its  la rge  q u a n tity .

In  A llen to w n , Pa. Comrade R. 
Q. disposes o f several copies reg­
u la r ly  a t the unem ployed g a th ­
erings.

One o f o u r comrades speaking 
a t a  h igh  school in  Reading, Pa. 
acquainted m any persons there 
fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  w ith  ou r l i te ra ­
ture.

In  P itts b u rg  Comrade O. I .  has 
been do ing w e ll in  o b ta in ing  new 
readers.
P R O M P T P A Y M E N T S  
ON B U N D L E S  V IT A L

A ga in  i t  m ust be emphasized 
th a t p ro m p t bundle paym ents 
and liq u id a tio n  o f la rge  ou ts tand­
in g  b ills  is im pera tive , in  o rder 
to  avoid an e x trem e ly  c r it ic a l s it ­
ua tion  fo r  o u r Press. Several 
branches are now ta k in g  up w ith  
the M anagem ent w ays and means 
fo r  pay ing  up th e ir  back bills. 
B u t special em phasis m us t be 
plcaed on the ta s k  o f g e ttin g  a f ­
te r  the subscrip tions w h ich  have 
expired.

India’s Masses W ant Action, 
Not Stop-Gap Compromises

Whatever the Desire of Gandhi, the Masses 
Have No Faith in Parliamentary Debate

B U L L E T IN
The M adras Congress M in is try , 

w ith  a 152 to  23 vote o f approva l 
on the p a r t o f  the M adras Leg is­
la tive  Assem bly, resigned today 
(O ct. 27), in  accordance w ith  in ­
s truc tion s  o f the In d ia n  N a tio n a l­
is t Congress. This, is the f ir s t  o f 
o thers to  come.

M eanw hile, S ir  Samuel Hoare, 
speaking in  the B r it is h  P a r lia ­
m ent, added an enormous am ount 
o i fue l to  the fire  o f re v o lt now 
spreading th ro u g h o u t Ind ia , by a 
speech th rea ten ing  d ra s tic  m il i­
ta ry  and police te r ro r  aga inst I n ­
dian na tiona lis ts .

F o r the tim e  being, the bu rn ing  
question o f In d ia  and its  demand 
fo r  independence, has been s h if t ­
ed to  the B r it is h  P a rlia m e n t now 
m eeting in  London, the cen ter of 
the B r it is h  E m pire . There the 
question occupies an im p o rta n t 
p o in t on the w a r agenda and is to 
be discussed th is  week.

T h is  s h if t  does n o t re flec t the 
desires o f the Ind ian  masses to 
whom  the o n ly  re levan t fa c to r  is 
the need fo r  launch ing  an im ­
mediate, mass s tru g g le  aga inst 
the  bloody im p e ria lism  th a t rules 
over them. B u t i t  is  the d ire c t re­
flec tion  o f the cow ard ly  fea rs  o f 
the In d ia n  c a p ita lis t class and its  
leaders who a t present gu ide the 
Ind ian  N a tio n a lis t Congress.

“ H o t and Cold”
Unable to  ob ta in  any conces­

sions fro m  the w a r-m inded  B r i­
tish, and fee ling  the in tense and 
hostile  pressure o f the  masses 
w ho are egg ing them  on to  revo­
lu tio n a ry  action, these v a c illa tin g  
leaders w ou ld  do a n y th in g  to  
reach a compromise. T h is  b low ­
in g  “ ho t and cold”  is shown in  a 
message sent by the conserva­
tiv e  M ahatm a G andhi to  the Lon­
don News C hron ic le :

" I  w ish  th a t the B r it is h  gov­
ernm ent w ou ld  rea lize th a t  In d ia  
is no t begg ing fo r  its  independ­
ence. The Congress (n a tio n a lis t 
o rg an iza tio n ) asked B r ita in  to 
say th a t she w ou ld  n o t res is t in ­
dependence. H indu , M oslem arid 
o the r d ifficu ltie s  are the re  beyond 
dispute. The question is  w hethe r 
B r ita in  w i l l  s tand aside and le t 
In d ia  se ttle  her own d ifficu ltie s  
in  he r ow n w a y  when the w a r  is 
over. T h a t is w h y  the  Congress 
has suggested a C o nstitue n t A s ­
sem bly, where every com m un ity  
w i l l  be fu l ly  represented, to  fra m e  
a c o n s titu tio n  fo r  Ind ia . The m is ­

ch ie f done is ve ry  real. The 
W o rk in g  (executive ) Com m ittee 
lia s  passed a m ild  reso lution. I t  
s t i l l  a ffo rds scope fo r  rep a iring  
the  blunder.

" W il l  the B r it is h  pub lic  realize 
th a t th is  is a blunder, o r  w i l l  they 
pe rs is t in  the hypno tic  be lie f th a t 
the In d ia  Office 'can never e rr; 
th a t In d ia  m ust a lw ays rem ain 
th e ir  m ilk  cow ? I  can o n ly  say 
th a t the Congress w i l l  no t rest, 
and w il l  g ive no re s t u n t il the 
goal is  won. I ts  ve ry  existence 
depends upon its  re lentless p u r­
s u it o f th is  goal w h ich  is no less 
than  the com plete independence 
o t In d ia .”

P ass iv ity  W on’t  Do
T h is  s ta tem ent is  a  com bina­

tion  o f c a jo lin g  and th rea ten ing . 
B u t the emphasis is c le a rly  on 
the desire to  cap itu la te  before 
the B r it is h , i f  o n ly  they w i l l  g ive 
the Ind ian  bosses a few  bones and 
some promises.

The fa c t th a t  G andhi— instead 
o f p re pa ring  fo r  mass ac tion  and 
m ob iliz in g  the  375,000,000 w o rk ­
ers and peasants o f In d ia  behind 
the Congress —  sends pleading 
messages proves th is . A t  home, 
where the real f ig h t  is, the  Gand- 
h is ts  u rge  the people no t to  act, 
b u t to  rem a in  passive.

B u t G andhi can no lo ng e r rep ­
resent the relentless urge o f the 
masses fo r  th e ir  independence. 
Even i f  he should te m p o ra rly  suc­
ceed in  b r in g in g  abou t some fake  
com prom ise, he can no longer 
ca ll a ha lt. The need o f In d ia ’s 
people is fo r  bread: o n ly  th e ir  
ow n w o rke rs ’ and peasants’ gov­
e rnm en t can g ive  them  th is .

V. K . K ris h n a  Menon, Secre­
ta ry  o f the B r it is h  In d ia  League, 
and a  conservative fo llo w e r o f 
G andhi has recognized th is  in  a 
speech delivered O ctober 25 be­
fo re  B r it is h  L a b o r and L ib e ra l 
leaders. He said, " I  cannot see 
how  a la rge  scale co n flic t be­
tween the p o w e rfu l A ll- In d ia  N a ­
tio n a l Congress and the  V ice reg­
a l’s governm ent in  In d ia  can be 
avoided. . . .”

The round o f P a rlia m e n ta ry  
tw addle cannot la s t long . The 
voice o f B r ita in ’s im p e ria lis ts  
and th e ir  La b o r P a r ty  agents 
cannot reach across the seas to  
In d ia ’s masses. They know  w h a t 
th e ir  goal is.
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Negroes! On Guard against 
The New Stalinist Line

I f  James Ford is asked w h y  he and B row der spent five  years 
persuading the A m erican w o rkers  th a t th e ir  fu tu re  lay  w ith  Roose­
v e lt and the New Deal, he w ill lie  lik e  a trooper in rep ly . No people 
in  h is to ry  ever lied lik e  the S ta lin is ts . B u t the real reason fo r  Ford 's  
"dem ocra tic  f ro n t ”  is th is.

W hereas Lenin and T ro ts k y  a lw ays said, “ H ow  can we best help 
the w o rke rs  in  Russia and a ll over the w o rld , fo r  we are a ll one,”  
S ta lin , F o rd ’s m aste r today says, "H o w  can I  use the w o rke rs  to  
help me and m y bu rocra ts  preserve o u r w ea lth  and pow er?”

In  1935, he was t r y in g  to  ge t an alliance w ith  B r ita in  and France. 
B u t the rea c tion a ry  im peria lism s d idn ’t  w a n t to  m ake an alliance 
w ith  a revo lu tiona ry . So S ta lin  gave his orders to his servants a il 
over the w orld . "S top  being revo lu tiona ry . Be good lovers o f ‘de­
m ocracy’. Above a ll no class s trugg le .”  W hereupon B row der and 
Ford s ta rted  on th e ir  “ dem ocra tic”  career. How  th e ir  paper and 
th e ir  speeches used to  s t in k ! They faw ned a ll over the boots o f 
F ra n k lin  Roosevelt, the same Roosevelt who now ja ils  B row der 
and who m ay w e ll ja il Ford  tom orrow . E ve ry  o th e r colum n in  the 
S ta lin is t papers whooped i t  up fo r  F.D .R . A ll who were fo r  F.D .R. 
were heroes in the eyes o f the S ta lin is ts . F o rm e rly  they  had de­
nounced the N A A C P  and the U rb an  League. Suddenly these Negro 
pe tty-bourgeo is, who are as re vo lu tio n a ry  as a sta le  potato-p ie , were 
embraced by  the S ta lin is ts , and trans fo rm ed  over n ig h t in to  leaders 
o f the A m erican  N egro w orkers.

The W orke rs  A lliance, led by D avid Lasser and con tro lled  by 
S ta lin is ts , became one o f the m ost rea c tion a ry  o rgan iza tions in  the 
country . I t  s tifled  the m ilita n c y  o f the w o rke rs  and reached its  fina l 
degeneration when i t  made E leanor Roosevelt an honorary  member. 
H ow  in  the name o f God could a w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tion , designed to 
lead the s ta rv in g  unem ployed aga inst a ch ise ling  c a p ita lis t govern­
m ent, m ake the w ife  o f the head o f th a t governm ent an hono rary  
m em ber? S tr ik e rs  m ay as w e ll ask the boss’s w ife  to come and be 
an honorary  m em ber o f the p icke t line.

Acted against the Class Struggle
The S ta lin is ts  were -s im ply k il l in g  the class strugg le , as they  had 

k ille d  i t  in  F rance and in  Spain, and fo r  the  same reason— to  help 
S ta lin  ge t h is  a lliance w ith  B r ita in , France, and A m erica . F o r the 
A m erican  w orkers , and fo r  the A m erican  Negroes, the S ta lin is ts  
d idn ’ t  care a  damn.

N a tu ra lly , to  be able to  influence the w o rke rs  a t a ll, the S ta lin ­
is ts  had to  m a in ta in  a show o f m ilita n c y . B u t even w h ile  m a in ta in ­
in g  th is  show, th e ir  m a in  business in  life  was to  ac t in  such a w ay 
as to  g ive the ca p ita lis ts  the fo llo w in g  im pression:

“ W e are no t rea l reds any more. See how  we re s tra in  the w o rk ­
ers. See how we pra ise F.D .R . M ake the a lliance w ith  S ta lin  and you 
can depend upon us to  keep the  w o rke rs  qu ie t. I f  w a r comes we 
sha ll g e t them  in to  i t  m uch m ore q u ic k ly  and e ffic ie n tly  than  you 
can.”

The S ta lin is t ra n k  and f ile r  d idn ’t  know  th a t th is  was the real 
m eaning o f the po licy. F ord  and B row de r knew  a ll r ig h t.

B u t th in ks  d idn ’t  go w e ll in  Europe fro m  S ta lin ’s po in t o f veiw . 
B r ita in  and F rance w ou ldn ’t  agree to  h is te r r ito r ia l expansion in  
the B a ltic . H it le r ,  h u n g ry  fo r  an a lly , agreed to S ta lin ’s demands 
( fo r  the tim e  be ing). The tw o  made th e ir  ba rga in , and S ta lin , as 
H it le r ’s a lly , dropped a ll h is ta lk  about Russia and the  “ democ- 
■acies”  f ig h tin g  aga ins t fasc is t aggression.

Here was a fine mess fo r  the S ta lin is ts  to be in. A l l  they  could 
do w as to  double back, p u t a good brass face on it ,  and s ta r t  sup­
p o rtin g  the H itle r -S ta lin  Pact. They had to  o r the y  w ou ld  have been 
called T ro tsky is ts . They w ou ld  have been abused, expelled and ca l­
um niated. B u t though  they now have to  support H it le r ,  w ho a t 
present is do ihg m ost o f the f ig h t in g  in  the  H it le r -S ta lin  com bina­
tion , they are sup po rting  h im  in  a ve ry  c lever way. They are p ra is ­
ing  S ta lin  o f course. T h a t the y  have to  do, o r o u t the y  go on th e ir  
heads in to  the street. I t  w ou ld  be d ifficu lt, however, a c tu a lly  to  sup­
p o rt H it le r  openly. So w h a t the y  do is  to  c a rry  on a v ic ious cam ­
pa ign aga ins t H i t le r ’s enemies, the “ dem ocracies” . The m ore they 
em barrass the  “ democracies” , the m ore th e y  help H it le r ,  and, as 
they  see it ,  the more the y  help H itle r , the s tronger is H it le r ’s a lly , 
S ta lin .

Hence, th is  s trange spectacle o f F o rd  in  H a rlem  be llow ing 
aga inst the w a r, c a llin g  i t  a w a r o f tw o  im p e ria lis t groups (w h ich  
i t  undoubtedly is ) , and say ing  th a t h is purpose and the purpose o f 
his p a r ty  is to save the Negroes fro m  w a s tin g  th e ir  blood and lives 
in a quarre l no t th e ir  ow n (w h ich  is c e rta in ly  n o t F o rd ’s purpose.) 
T h is  tw o-faced scoundrel was no m ore th in k in g  o f Negroes’ w e lfa re  
than  in  the days when he was t r y in g  to  shepherd them  in to  the 
“ dem ocra tic ”  f ro n t  and send them  f ig h tin g  aga inst H it le r  on beha lf 
o f the Moscow bureaucrats.

A Judas Re-Born
There have been m any Judases in  the w o rld , since the f ir s t  and 

m ost fam ous one. Negroes have produced th e ir  fa ir  share. B u t o f a ll 
the c r iih in a l specimens on th a t d ir ty  lis t,  you w i l l  have to  search 
fa r  before you m eet one lik e  Ford, a Negro, b ro ug h t up  in  the  South, 
kno w in g  w h a t h is people suffer. A nd  ye t in  A u g u s t 1939, th is  t ra ito r  
is  te llin g  Negroes to  f ig h t  fo r  "dem ocracy”  and in  Septem ber he’s 
te llin g  them  to  keep A m erica  o u t o f w a r. A nd  a ll the  tim e  he’s using 
them  to serve the in te rests  o f the M oscow m urderers o f re vo lu tion ­
aries and organ izers o f fram e-up  tr ia ls .

B u t F.D .R ., as the S ta lin is ts  so lo v in g ly  used to  ca ll h im , and 
M u rp h y  allowed F o rd  and B row der p le n ty  o f “ dem ocracy”  so long 
as the supported A m erican  im peria lism . B u t the m om ent th e y  s ta r t  
ta lk in g  about im p e ria lis t w a r  on both sides and im ped ing  F .D .R .’s 
m ob iliza tio n  fo r  A m erica ’s im p e ria lis t w a r aga inst H itle r ,  then they 
ge t a rea l tes t o f the “ dem ocracy”  w h ich  fo r  the la s t five years they 
so p o w e rfu lly  supported. F ra n k lin  ja ils  h is o ld  fr ie n d  E arl.

Negroes! P u t no t y o u r t ru s t  in  princes, n e ith e r in  F .D .R ., no r in 
F .D .R .’s "dem ocracy” , nor in  a n y th in g  else except the organized 
fo rce  o f the w o rk in g  class m ovem ent, b lack  and w h ite . A nd the 
Negroes should feed w ith  a ve ry  long  spoon a p o lit ic a l p a r ty  th a t 
between 1935 and 1939 spent its  tim e  te ll in g  them  to  t ru s t  in  
F .D .R .’s “ dem ocracy” .

The Negroes m us t beware o f the S ta lin is ts  when the y  come 
w h in in g  th a t B row de r has been made a m a r ty r  on account o f h is 
s trugg le  aga inst im p e ria lis t w ar. I f  B row de r is  a m a rty r , he’s a 
m a r ty r  to his ow n crooked suppo rt o f Roosevelt’s “ dem ocracy" d u r­
in g  the la s t five  years. I f  B row de r is a m a rty r ,  he’s a m a r ty r  to 
H it le r ’s w a r, w h ich  he's t r y in g  to  w in  fo r  the sake o f H i t le r ’s a lly , 
S ta lin . I f  B row de r is a  m a rty r , he’s a  m a r ty r  fo r  the sake o f S ta lin ’s 
bloated bureaucracy. B u t th a t  s lic k  double-crosser is c e rta in ly  no 
m a r ty r  fo r  the re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rke rs  and th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  so­
cia lism .

So when Ford  comes around p u ttin g  across his so rro w fu l ta le 
about B row der su ffe rin g  fo r  "dem ocra tic  r ig h ts "  and as an a n ti-w a r 
figh te r, the  Negroes w i l l  te ll h im  to  go and te ll th a t ta le  in  Moscow., 
A l l  w o rke rs  w i l l  oppose Roosevelt’s in te r fe r in g  w ith  the w o rk in g  
class m ovem ent on any p re te x t w hatever. B u t th a t  does n o t in  any 
w ay mean th a t we sha ll cease to  expose Ford, B row der, S ta lin  and 
a ll th e ir  w orks.

A nd  a t the same tim e  also le t  us, as v ig ila n t revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ­
ers, no t be take n  in  by the “ dem ocracy”  fake rs , w ith  th e ir  ballyhdfe 
abou t agents o f a fo re ign  power. Negroes and w h ite  w o rke rs  w ill 
no t lose tw o  w in k s  o f sleep abou t fo re ign  powers, except in  so fa r  
as we can help the w o rke rs  in  a  fo re ign  c o u n try  to o ve rth ro w  th a t 
fo re ign  power. W e know  on ly  tw o  powers— the  im p e ria lis ts  on the 
one hand, and the w orkers , fa rm ers  and oppressed colon ia ls on the 
other. F ra n k lin , who ja ils  his old fr ie n d  E a r l, belongs to  one camp. 
M any o f E a r l’s fo llow e rs  belong to  o u r camp, and th a t is  w h y  we 
p ro tes t when F ra n k lin  ja ils  his old pa l, E a rl. B u t  we have to m ake 
i t  v e ry  c lear th a t o u r p ro te s t on beha lf o f B row de r is in  re a lity  on 
beha lf o f h is m isguided fo llow e rs  and the r ig h ts  o f the  w o rke rs  as 
a whole. T h a t p ro te s t doesn’t  in  any w a y  m ake us m itig a te , bu t 
leads us ra th e r to  in te n s ify  ou r denuncia tion o f h is c o rru p t and 
poisonous po litics .

Stalinists and Lewis 
forces at Loggerheads 
On Auto Uniou Policy

<S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)

Democratic Feudalists and the 
Independence o f the Ukraine

■ B y  L E O N  T R O TS K Y

F L IN T , M ich., Oct. 24— Ind ica ­
tions o f a b rew ing  b a ttle  between 
S ta lin is t forces in  the U n ited  A u ­
tom obile W orke rs  U n idh and the 
Lew is m achine became evident in 
F lin t  th is  week, as the issue o f a 
C hevro le t s tr ik e  uncovered g ro w ­
in g  an im o s ity  between the 
groups.

The S ta lin is t forces, ty p ic a lly  
inconsiderate o f the needs o f the 
ra n k  and file  w orkers, and w ith ­
ou t adequately p re pa ring  the 
ground, are pushing fo r  s tr ik e  
action  in  F lin t  C hevro le t p lants, 
against the express policies o f R. 
J Thom as and o th e r Lew is  men 
on the In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  
Board o f the U A W -C IO , and 
w ith o u t adequate p repa ra tion  o f 
the ranks  o f the union.

Growing Discontent
D iscon ten t has been b rew ing  

fo r  m onths in  the F lin t  p lants, 
as the S ta lin is t leadership, to ­
ge ther w ith  conservative m is fits  
who sold the offices, have allowed 
the com pany to p ilg up a m oun­
ta in  o f unsettled grievances, in i t ­
ia te  a speed-up and d isc rim ina te  
aga ins t un ion men.

W hile  the S ta lin is ts  were fo l­
lo w in g  th e ir  pro-Roosevelt line, 
and S ta lin , the B ig  Boss, was 
s t i l l  a  good “ D em ocra t,”  they 
branded every a tte m p t a t m il i ­
ta n t ac tion  as an aid to  “ Fas­
c is ts ”  and as a m aneuver design­
ed to  em barrass Roosevelt.

Now , however, th a t S ta lin  has 
waved h is  m agic wand, and has 
ordered h is flunkeys to  oppose 
Roosevelt and lend aid to  the H i t ­
le r-S ta lin  camp, these self-same 
S ta lin is t robots, w ith  as l i t t le  
concern fo r  the w o rke rs ' needs, 
are v ig o ro us ly  pushing fo r  s tr ik e  
action, and f la u n tin g  defiance in  
the face o f the In te rn a tio n a l E x ­
ecutive B oard o f the U A W -C IO .

T h a t action  is needed to  se ttle  
the p ile  o f grievances, and stop 
the speed up in  the F lin t  p lan ts  
is tru e  w ith o u t a doubt. There is 
considerable s t ir r in g  o f the ra n k  
and file , and demand fo r  a  f ig h t. 
T h a t a s tr ik e  is necessary is be­
yond question .B u t the  S ta lin is ts , 
w ith o u t p re p a rin g  the ground, 
w ith o u t acqua in ting  the m en w ith  
the issues, w ith o u t so m uch as 
c a llin g  a mass m eeting  to  insp ire  
the w o rke rs  in  the p lan ts, have 
pushed th rou gh  a  s tr ik e  vote th a t 
has l i t t le  rea l m eaning, except 
as a m echanical device to  launch 
an a d ven tu ris tic  and bad ly o rgan­
ized action.

The f ig h t in g  forces in  F l in t  can 
easily be routed. T h e ir  back­
ground o f m ilita n c y  has proved 
th a t the auto w o rke rs  w i l l  rise 
in  a sh o rt tim e, when g iven  the 
s ligh te s t chance to  le a rti the is­
sues involved, and when the y  feel 
they have an organ iza tion  behind 
them.

B u t the conservative bureau­
cra ts  and the S ta lin is t leaders, 
who have spent the past several 
m onths t r y in g  to insure th e ir  own 
salaries, who have hesita ted to

NEW YORK PARTY 
PREPARES BANG-UP 
CLIMAX TO DRIVE
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m ust f ig h t side by  side w ith  the 
Y oung Peoples Socia lis t League 
fo r:

A  peoples vote before w a r can 
be declared.

A  lo w e ring  o f the v o tin g  age to 
IS years to p e rm it the you th , who 
w il l  be called upon to  f ig h t  in  
w ar, to  vote on w ar.

F o r  you th  W P A  pro jec ts  in ­
stead o f N Y A  handouts, and the 
transference o f the tw o  b illio n  
d o lla r w a r budget to  provide 
y o u th  w ith  jobs and a  chance to  
live, instead o f guns and death.”

Support Teachers’ Demands
In  answ er to  the questionnaire 

ol' the Jo in t C om m ittee o f Teach­
ers O rgan iza tions, com pris ing  
40,000 N ew  Y o rk  school teach­
ers, Shachtm an and Paine de­
nounced a ll a tte m p ts  to cu t the 
school budget and called upon 
the teachers to  ra l ly  aga inst any 
a tte m p t to  c u t th e ir  salaries.

In  rep ly  to  the C ity  A ffa irs  
C om m ittee and the League o f 
W om en Voters, bo th  candidates 
s ja ted  th e ir  support o f the p lan 
fo r  C ounty R e-organ iza tion  as a 
step tow a rd  r id d in g  the c ity  o f 
p e tty  g ra fte rs  and c o rru p t sine­
cures, m any o f whom  th r iv e  on 
w h a t th e y  e x to r t  fro m  the poor.

Shachtm an and Paine endorsed 
the f ig h t aga inst the Lyons Resi­
dence B ill,  w h ich , they stated, 
d iscrim ina tes aga inst m any 
w o rke rs  o f long service in  the va­
rious c ity  departm ents.

In it ia t in g  the w indup  to  the 
cam paign w i l l  be tw o  ou tdoor 
mass ra llie s  th is  S a tu rday  eve­
n in g  a t w h ich  both candidates 
w il l  speak.

Tn the B ronx, candidate M ax 
Shachtm an, George C larke and 
others w i l l  fea tu re  the mass ra l­
ly  a t T rem on t and P rospect A ve ­
nues.

In  M anha ttan , candidate Paine 
w i l l  speak between Lex in g ton  
and T h ird  Avenues on 86th St.

spend a few  do lla rs  on leafle ts o r 
o th e r means o f p u b lic ity , are now 
rush ing ahead w ith o u t any con­
cern w ha teve r fo r  the m an ifes t 
confusion th a t has swept the 
plants.

Vigilance Necessary
A  s tr ik e  under these conditions, 

opposed by R. J. Thom as and 
Lew is, led by S ta lin is t flunkeys 
and o th e r incom petents, pu lled as 
a p o lit ic a l m aneuver, w i l l  n o t suc­
ceed in  s e tt lin g  the host o f se ri­
ous problem s now con fro n tin g  the 
union.

Once however they are in  ac­
tion , i t  is  possible the ra n k  and 
file  o f the un ion w i l l  sweep ahead, 
go over the heads o f th e ir  irre s ­
ponsible leaders, and by sheer 
w e ig h t o f th e ir  num bers and m il­
itancy, m anage to  hold together 
the un ion and force  concessions 
fro m  the company.

B u t w o rke rs  m ust be aw are o f 
the new p o lit ic a l tu rn  o f the 
C om m unist P a rty , and beware o f 
th e ir  a ttem p ts  to  provoke p re ­
m ature  s trikes, o r  o th e r irrespon­
sib le actions, w ith o u t adequate 
prepara tion .

Who W ill Lead?
Lew is, Thom as and h is aides 

are no t to be depended upon e ith ­
e r to lead the ba ttles  o f the auto 
w orkers. W h ile  the S ta lin is ts  are 
agents o f H itle r-S ta lin , Lew is is 
go ing to  he lp sell you to  the w a r 
m ongering  Roosevelt and the A l­
lied camp. N e ith e r o f these lead­
ers w i l l  lead the w o rke rs  in  a 
v igorous f ig h t  aga inst speed-up, 
and both w i l l  back down when 
the cruc ia l f ig h t to  m a in ta in  un­
ionism  con flic ts  w ith  A m erican  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w ar.

The autom obile  m anufactu re rs  
are engaged in  a bold cam paign 
to smash the au to  unions in  pre­
pa ra tion  fo r  w a r production. 
G reedy fo r  the p ro fits  th a t w i l l  
come w ith  orders fo r  w a r m a te r­
ials, these m anu fac tu re rs  w a n t 
no th in g  m ore tha n  to smash un­
ionism .

The S ta lin is t, irresponsib le  p o li­
cies w il l  o n ly  lead w o rke rs  in to  
the t ra p  set by the  corpora tions, 
who know  w e ll enough th a t they 
have p icked a m om ent when the 
unions are none too w e ll p repa r­
ed.

The speed-up can be ended on ly  
by strugg le . B u t to  s trugg le  you 
m ust have weapons! F ir s t  pre­
pare yo u r a rm y. M ob ilize  the un­
ion. Insp ire  the ranks. Once th is  
is done, no force on ea rth  can 
stop the advance o f the auto 
w orkers. To t r y  to g ive ba ttle  be­
fore you have a w e ll-k n it  a rm y  
on the fie ld  w i l l  mean defeat. 
W h a t is needed is genuine ac­
tion , no t an adventure. A  w a ry  
eye should be kep t on the “ gen­
era ls”  who o rder an advance p re­
m atu re ly . They are p robab ly in 
service o f the enemy.

Let A  he People 
Vote on War!
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in  feeder p lan ts  and in  the rubber 
and glass industries.

Top offic ia ls o f the union 
agreed to m od ify  th e ir  o rig in a l 
demand fo r  a union shop. (The 
“ union shop”  requires on ly  th a t 
new employes h ired  sha ll be re ­
qu ired to jo in  the union w ith in  a 
specified period o f t im e ). B u t the 
corpora tion  f la t ly  re jected th is  
compromise.

The o rig in a l demand o f the un ­
ion fo r  the s e ttin g  o f production 
standards by jo in t  com m ittees 
has been w h ittle d  down by the 
corpora tion . In  its  stead they 
place an am biguous proposal 
lined w ith  yards o f red tape: p ro ­
duction  standards are to  be set 
by the co rpora tion ; in  case o f 
com p la in t they are investiga ted 
by a jo in t  - un ion - m anagem ent 
com m ittee ; i f  sa tis fa c tion  is no t 
obtained th rou gh  th is  procedure 
the dispute is to  be th ro w n  in to  
the re g u la r grievance m ach inery.

There is undoubtedly a conces­
sion in  th is  proposal since co rpo r­
a tion  o ffic ia ls  prev ious ly  labelled 
every demand o f the  un ion fo r  a 
voice in  production-schedules “ so- 
v ie tiza tio n ."

A nd  now the corpora tion  is 
ho ld ing ou t on the demand th a t 
a co rpora tion -w ide  co n tra c t be 
signed instead o f separate agree­
m ents fo r  each p lan t. They use as 
a p re te x t a te c h n ic a lity  in  the 
N .L.R .B . ru ling . T h is  a fte r  the 
un ion had conclus ive ly  demon­
s tra ted  in  the N .L .R .B . elections, 
called on com pany insistence, 
th a t i t  had the allegiance o f 80 
percent o f the w orkers.

In  the y ie ld ing  a tt itu d e  o f 
I Thomas, F rankensteen and the 
o th e r nego tia to rs  o f the union, 
there is a g re a t danger fo r  the 
C hrys ler w orkers. There is now a 
move on foo t, in it ia te d  by  gov­
e rnm ent "m e d ita to r”  James Dew ­
ey, to  re tu rn  Dodge w o rke rs  to 
the p la n t and resume w o rk  d u r­
in g  negotiations. These nego tia ­
tions, i t  is conserva tive ly  said, 
can d rag  o u t fo r  a t least three 
weeks— and p robab ly  more. D u r­
in g  th is  tim e  the corpo ra tion  w i l l  
s ta ll the un ion nego tia to rs  u n til 
they are green around the g ills . 
A nd m eanwhile the y  w i l l  speed 
he ll o u t o f the w o rke rs  in  the 
p lan ts  to com plete th e ir  1940 p ro ­
g ram . Then the union can w h is ­
tle  fo r  its  agreement.

There is no reason in  the w o rld  
fo r  the U A W -C IO  to be euchred 
ou t o f its  ju s t demands. C h rys le r 
m ust meet com petition  w ith  Gen­
era l M oto rs  and Ford, I t  m ust 
place cars in  the hands o f its  
dealers, who are a lready how ling  
under squeeze o f the com petition.

On the o th e r hand, C hrys le r 
w o rkers  are more tha n  ready to  
figh t. E ve ry  C h rys le r local has

In  K erensky ’s periodica l, “ No- 
vaya Rossia" fo r  J u ly  12, 1939, 
m y a rtic le  on the independence o f 
the U k ra in e  (p r in te d  in  Socia list 
Appeal, M ay 9, 1939) is subjected 
to a "c r it ic is m "  o f its  own k ind. 
F rom  the s tan dpo in to f socia list, 
sc ien tific , lite ra ry , etc., c r ite r ia , 
"N ovaya  Rossia”  is o f course o f 
no in te res t a t a ll. B u t i t  possess­
es th is  m e rit, th a t  i t  enables one 
to peer in to  the heads o f the 
Russian m iddle and p e tty  bour­
geois dem ocrats. S cratch any o f 
them  hard enough and you w ill 
find  a feuda lis t.

The period ica l fum es over the 
fa c t th a t I  w ho lehearted ly  and 
com ple te ly stand fo r  the support 
o l the U k ra in ia n  people in  th e ir  
s trugg le  fo r  na tiona l and state 
independence. “ The separa tion of 
Soviet U k ra ine  fro m  the U.S.S.R. 
doesn’t  embarass L. T ro ts k y  a t 
a ll. "  A bso lu te ly  so! A s regards 
Messrs. Dem ocrats, they are no t 
o n ly  embarassed b u t deeply 
roused by the prospect o f the 
separa tion o f the U kra ine . The 
dem ocra tic urge o f an oppressed 
n a tio n a lity  to ga in its  complete

voted ove rw he lm ing ly  fo r  s trike . 
U p to  5,000 w o rke rs  have p icke t­
ed the Dodge p lan t. T h is  is a 
s tr ik e  the co rpo ra tion  cannot 
break once i t  gets under way. 
The g re a t danger is th a t the o f­
fic ia ldom  o f the un ion under pres­
sure o f governm ent m ediators 
and even the w a r departm ent w i l l  
y ie ld  w h a t i t  should ga in  before 
the s tr ik e  ever gets in  m otion.

TRIES TO ENTER 
TROTSKY HOME

(Continued from  P age 1)
po in t the police arrested B arre - 
chena.

Barrechena a tte m p ts  to  pass as 
a Spaniard fro m  M alaga, bu t 
fa ils  to  conceal h is C entra l A m e r­
ican pronunc ia tion . He had no 
papers o f any k in d  o r personal 
belongings. H e had a P an -A m er­
ican - A irw a y s  schedule on him , 
and a scribbled note lis t in g  the 
days when Pan A m erican  flies. I t  
is believed here th a t  he was the 
agen t o f a group a tte m p tin g  to  
organize the assassination o f 
T ro tsky , assigned to m ake a p re­
lim in a ry  survey o f the possib il­
ities. .

In  a s im ila r  inc iden t recently , 
a m an w ith  a package a ttem pted  
to  en te r T ro ts k y ’s house, saying 
th a t he had been sent by  General 
M ug ica  w ith  fe r t i l iz e r  fo r  the 
garden. W h ile  the secre ta ry  
checked over the telephone, Gen­
era l M ug ica  denying any k n o w l­
edge o f the man, the suspect fled 
before police could apprehend 
him .

There are num erous o th e r in d i­
cations th a t the various camps 
hostile  to  T ro ts k y  are seeking 
w ays and means o f p u ttin g  h im  
o u t o f the w ay. The need fo r  con­
s tan t guard  precautions w ith in  
the household has been re in forced 
by th is  la te s t incident.

independence cannot fa i l  to 
arouse the ire  o f feudalis ts . "The 
question o f how th is  revo lu tion  
(the  na tiona l U k ra in ia n  revo lu ­
tio n ) w i l l  be u tilize d  by H it le r  
fo r  the  rea liza tion  o f his plans 
is no t touched by T ro ts k y .”  The 
gentlem en o f “ N ovaya Rossia”  
consider th a t “ the separa tion o f 
the U k ra in e  w il l  lead to  the m il i­
ta ry  w eakening o f the U.S.S.R.,”  
and they come ve ry  close to  the 
conclusion th a t T ro ts k y ’s po litics  
serve H itle r .  The same opin ion is 
held also by the K rem lin . G reat 
m inds ru n  in  the same gu tte r, 
reads a F rench p roverb .”

L e t us g ra n t th a t the separa­
tion  o f the U k ra in e  does a c tu a lly  
weaken the U.S.S.R. W h a t to do 
then w ith  the dem ocra tic  p r in ­
ciple o f the se lf-d e te rm ina tio n  o f 
na tions? E ve ry  s ta te  w h ich  fo rc ­
ib ly  re ta ins  w ith in  its  boundaries 
some o ther n a tio n a lity  considers 
th a t the separa tion o f the la tte r  
would weaken the s ta te  in  eco­
nom ic and m il i ta ry  spheres. H i t ­
le r annexed the Czechs and semi- 
annexed S lovakia  precise ly be­
cause th is  leads to  the m il i­
ta ry  s treng then in g  o f Germ any. 
W here in  does the c r ite r io n  o f o u r 
dem ocrats d iffe r  fro m  the c r ite r ­
ion o f H it le r?  As regards the na­
tion  o r  the U kra in ian s , the demo­
c ra ts  o f "N ovaya  Rossia”  fo llo w ­
in g  the no t uncelebrated demo­
c ra t M iliu k o v  are perhaps ready 
to answer to th is  question th a t 
the U k ra in ia n s  are “ by and 
la rge  and in  genera l" in  a ll lik e ­
lihood a nation, b u t a fte r  a ll 
there are lim its . In  o th e r words, 
i f  they are a nation , i t  is  a sec­
ond-class one inasm uch as the 
fa te  o f the U k ra in e  m ust be de­
te rm ined  by  the  in te rests  o f 
Russia, i.e., the G reat Russian 
m a jo r ity . A n d  th is  is precise ly 
the v iew po in t o f the  cha uv in is tic  
feudalis ts .

In  the sad and so rry  days of 
the F e b ru a ry  revo lu tion , the P ro ­
v is iona l G overnm ent b razen ly  re ­
fused to extend to  the U k ra in ­
ians no t o n ly  independence— the 
U k ra in ia n s  did n o t demand th is  
a t th a t  tim e  as y e t— b u t also 
m ere autonom y. Messrs. Dem o­
c ra ts  haggled ove r the na tiona l 
r ig h ts  o f the U k ra in e  lik e  horse- 
traders. They then took th e ir  d i­
re c t and im m edia te  p o in t o f de­
p a rtu re  the in te res ts  o f the o ld  
G rea t Russian “ m aste rs" o f the 
land lord , bourgeois and dem o­
c ra tic  type. Today they are t ra n ­
s la tin g  the v e ry  same g re a t and 
g lo rious tra d it io n  in to  the  la ng ­
uage o f the em igres.

F rom  a m uch h ighe r h is to rica l 
s tandpo in t, nam ely fro m  the 
standpo in t o f the soc ia lis t revo­
lu tion , i t  w ou ld  be qu ite  possible 
to  subord inate fo r  a  ce rta in  pe r­
iod o f tim e  the na tiona l in te rests

o f the U k ra in e  to  the in te rests  o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t i f  
they came in to  co n flic t w ith  one 
another. B u t there  is no s ign  ev­
en o f such a con flic t. The U k ra in e  
is be ing s trang led  by  the ve ry  
same B o n a p a rtis t reaction  th a t 
s trang les the whole o f the  U .S.­
S.R. and underm ines its  capac ity  
fo r  self-defense. The U k ra in ia n  
revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent aim ed 
aga inst the B o n a p a rtis t bureauc­
racy is the  d ire c t a l ly  o f the in ­
te rna tion a l re v o lu tio n a ry  p ro le ­
ta r ia t.

The fa r  - s igh ted dem ocra tic  
feuda lis ts  are ve ry  m uch concem - 
ea lest H it le r  u tiliz e  some tim e  in 
the fu tu re  the n a tion a l U k ra in ia n  
revo lu tion . They close th e ir  eyes 
to the fa c t  th a t H it le r  a lready 
today is u t il iz in g  the suppression 
and the dism em berm ent o f the 
U k ra in ia n  nation .

In  con tra s t to  Messrs. Dem o­
c ra ts  o f the M enshevik and N a r­
od n ik  va rie ty , we do n o t a t a ll 
proceed fro m  the consideration 
th a t there is no beast m ore pow ­
e r fu l than the cat. H it le r ’s 
s tre n g th  in  general, and in  re la ­
tion  to the U k ra in e  in  p a rtic u la r, 
lies n o t in  h im se lf b u t in  the 
worth lessness and rottenness o f 
dem ocracy, in  the decom position 
o f the  Second and T h ird  In te rn a ­
tiona ls , in  the vas t wave o f d is ­
illus ion , decline, and ap a thy  
am ong the masses. The tr iu m p h ­
an t re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent in  
an y  cou n try  w i l l  sound the kne ll 
fo r  H itle r .  The na tion a l revo lu ­
t io n a ry  U k ra in ia n  m ovem ent is 
an in te g ra l p a rt o f the m ig h ty  
re v o lu tio n a ry  wave w h ich  is now 
being m o lecu la rly  prepared un ­
derneath the c ru s t o f tr iu m p h a n t 
reaction. T h a t is w h y  we say: 
Long  L ive  Independent Soviet 
U k ra in e !
A ug us t 5, 1939

1939 Bound Volumes
of

SOCIALIST APPEAL 
now ready!

52 issues of this ye ar neatly  
bound together. H a ve  a  f irs t­
hand survey of the historic  
events of this ye ar rig h t a t your 
elbow.

($2.00— including postage)

O R D E R  N O W  F R O M :

Socialist Appeal
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  

N ew  Y o rk  C ity , N . Y .

THE MARXIST SCHOOL
announces its F A L L  TE R M  COURSES 

to be held at the Cultural Center, Room 201, 125 West 33rd St., N. Y. C.

Classes Begin Monday, November 20th 
1. H O W  C A P IT A L IS M  O PERATES T O D A Y  . . . .  Frank Demby 

Mondays— 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m....................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
A  course in Applied M arxian economics, dealing w ith such m atters as the basic 
causes of the breakdown of the automatic processes of the business cycle, war 
and Inflation, economics under a fascist system, the economics of the farm
problem, etc., etc.

2. S O C IALISM  A N D  W A R .......................................... Max Shachtman
Mondays— 8:50 p.ni.-10:15 p.m..................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
Beginning w ith the great wars and revolutions of the last century this course 
w ill proceed to a consideration of the theoretic and practical problems of today. 
W hat are just wars? How can the social conquests of the Soviet Union be de­
fended? W hy do M arxists condemn pacifism? How should we act in the present
w ar situation?

3. T H E  D E S T IN Y  OF T H E  N E G R O ................................J. R. Johnson
Tuesdays— 7 :15 p.m.-8 :40 p.m.......................................6 Sessions, $1.00
This course w ill trace the history of the Negro peoples from  their enslavement to 
their present struggle for emancipation and equality. The-chief solutions for the
Negro problem w ill be examined.

4. E LE M E N T S  OF S O C IA L IS T  T H E O R Y  A N D  PRAC TIC E
Tuesdays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m..................................... 6 Sessions, $1.00
A course designed to suit the needs of young people and those in the labor move- 
meent who seek an understanding of basic principles.

5. O R G A N IZ IN G  A M E R IC A N  L A B O R .......................... E. R. Frank
Wednesdays— 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m....................................6 Sessions, $1.00
F irs t hand accounts of the great strike struggles in the recent past, close-ups 
of leading trade union personalities, analyses of current trade union events by 
one who personally participated in many of the great organiing drives of 
the last few years.

6. T H E  W A R  D E A L  IN  A C T IO N  James Burnham-Dwight Macdonald 
Wednesdays— 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m................................6 Sessions, $1.00
Lectures on the week by week developments in American politics. Consideration 
w ill bo given to suchtnatters as Congressional legislation, M -D ay  plans, develop­
ments in the business world in relation to the w ar, etc.

Registrations now being taken at the Labor Bookshop, 116 University Place, 
N.Y.C. from  1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Registration can also be made by mail to the 
school office, 116 University Place. Prospective students are urged, to register 
early.

THIRTY DOLLARS-THIRTY HOURS 
IS SLOGAN OF ELECTRICAL 
WORKERS MANIFESTO-PETITION

Leading the fight fojr. the six-hour day and the th irty-hour
take advantage o f the m achine E F F IC IE N C Y  w h ich  has been de­
veloped today.
million signatures to evidence wide support for the th ir ty -th ir ty  
plan.

The Manifesto declares:

W H E N ! !
P ub lic  and P riv a te  IN D U S T R IA L  P o licy  has e n tire ly  fa ile d  to  

take advantage advantage o f the m achine E F F IC IE N C Y  w h ich  has 
been developed today.

The F a rm  C o n tro l P o licy  o f w ith -h o ld in g  the fu l l  F E C U N D IT Y  
o f N A T U R E  has the  same in he ren t W E A K N E S S .

T H IS  C O M M O N  F A U L T  IS  R E S P O N S IB L E  FO R  T H E  R ID IC ­
U LO U S  E C O N O M IC  S IT U A T IO N  W H E R E -IN  W E  H A V E  P E O ­
P L E  S T A R V IN G  IN  T H E  M ID S T  O F  P L E N T Y ; O F  P E O P LE  GO­
IN G  T H R E A D -B A R E  A N D  R A G G E D  IN  T H E  M ID S T  O F T H E  
G R E A T E S T  IN D U S T R IA L  S U R P LU S  E V E R  K N O W N .

O ver-production , i t  is  called, b u t i t  is  no t ove r-p roduction  a t a ll, 
b u t U N D E R -C O N S U M P T IO N .

U N D E R -C O N S U M P T IO N , because the grea test m a rk e t in  the 
W orld , the Consum ing A m erican  P ub lic , is  in  need o f Money.

The G enerosity  o f N a tu re  could be developed to  its  fu lle s t ex­
ten t, and the  M achines in  a ll o f the M IL L S  and F A C T O R IE S  could 
be w o rk in g  tw e n ty -fo u r hours every day, c re a tin g  N a tio n a l Basic 
W ealth , and the A m erican  People could have m oney to  bu y  E V ­
E R Y T H IN G  PR O D U C ED , i f  th a t W E A L T H  were m ore e q u ita b ly  
d is tr ib u te d  am ongst the m en and wom en W H O  A C T U A L L Y  PRO­
D U C E  W E A L T H .

There are to -da y  ap p ro x im a te ly  42,700,000 W orkers  em ployed a t 
44 hours per week, and 10,600,000 W orke rs  unemployed.

There is expended eve ry  week 1,878,800,000 w ork-hours.
B y  w o rk in g  every-body b u t T H IR T Y  HO UR S P E R  W E E K , 

there w ou ld  be 62,600,000 jobs ava ilab le , w h ich  would p u t everyone 
to  w o rk  and leave several M IL L IO N  JOBS open fo r  ou r SCHOO L 
A N D  C O LLE G E  G R A D U A T E S  each year.

W H E N  the A m erican  P ub lic  forsakes its  to lerance and D E ­
M A N D S  th a t the T H IR T Y -H O U R  W E E K  be made m an da to ry  under 
the L A W , and says so a t the P olls  and to  the L A W -M A K E R S , then 
we w i l l  have adopted the  P R A C T IC A L  S O LU T IO N  FO R  U N E M ­
P LO Y M E N T .

DO Y O U R  B IT . S IG N  T H IS  P LE D G E  S H E E T  A N D  IN D U C E  
O TH ER S TO S IG N  I T  ALS O .

There is no T IM E  L IM IT  s h o rt o f o u r goal, w h ich  is O NE 
M IL L IO N  S IG N A T U R E S  IN  N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , A N D  F O R T Y  
M IL L IO N  S IG N A T U R E S  IN  T H E  E N T IR E  U N IT E D  STA TE S .

Y ours fo r  a S IX -H O U R  D A Y , T H IR T Y -H O U R  W E E K .
IK E  W O O D W A R D , C ha irm an 
E duca tiona l Com m ittee,
Loca l U n ion  ,No. 3,
In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood 
o f E le c tr ic a l W orkers.
130 E. 25th St., N .Y.C.



4 S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1939

S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L
VO L. U I,  NO. 83 Tuesday, October 31, 193!»

P u b lis h e d  T w ic e -W e e k ly  b y  the  
S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  P U B L IS H IN G  ASS'N. 

a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  Tlace. N ew  Y o rk , N . Y. 
Te lephone: A L g o n q u ln  4-8547

S u b sc rip tio n s : *2,00 pe r y e a r: $1.00 fo r  s ix  m onths. F o r­
e ig n : $8.00 per yea r, $1.50 fo r  s ix  m onths. B und le  o rd e rs : 
2 cents per copy in  ih e  U n ited  S tates: 3 cents pe r copy in  
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B ro n x  and M a n h a tta n  sub scrip tion s  a re  $1.50 fo r  s ix  
m o n th s : $3.00 fo r  one year.

"R eentered as second class m a tte r  Septem ber 29, 1939, a t 
the post office a t N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .. under the A c t o f M arch  
1. 1879."

K d it o r  :
M A X  S H A C IIT M A N  

A s s o c ia te  P d ita rs  :
F E L IX  M O R R O W  E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T

G e n e ra l M a n a a e r :  . A s s is ta n t M a n a g e r '.
M A R T IN  A B E R N  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent liv in g  for every w orker.

2. Open the idle factories— operate them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

3. A Tw enty -B illion  dollar F ed era l public w orks  
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty -th ir ty ! $30-weekly m in im u m  wage—  
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  for a ll w orkers on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h irty  d o llar w eekly old-age and d isability  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the Sixty F am ilie s .
7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.
8. A people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. N o secret d ip lom acy.
10. An independent L abor P a r ty .
11. W orkers ’ Defense G uards against v ig ilan te  

and Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, p o litica l and economic equality  

for the Negro people.

Trotsky In Danger
Elsewhere in this issue we report the details 

of the latest attempt against Trotsky. The v ig il­
ance of those guarding Trotsky in his household 
succeeded in thwarting the attempt as soon as 
it began.

But let us not delude ourselves: Trotsky is in 
grave personal danger. Not only is he in danger 
from the Stalinist GPU assassins,'but also from 
Stalin’s allies, the Nazi gangsters; and from the 
“ democrats”  who, as the war deepens and is 
prolonged, fear more and more the spectre o f the 
ending o f the war by revolution. To both the 
camps of Ilitle r-S ta lin  and Chamberlain-Roose­
velt, Trotsky represents the revolution which 
they would destroy.

Trotsky’s comrades and friends are taking all 
the precautions that are humanly possible w ithin 
their means. Particularly, guard precautions 
have been increased within the household.

The Fourth International does not intend that 
Trotsky, who represents the direct line o f M arx­
ism, shall suffer the fate handed out to the old 
Bolsheviks by Stalin.

American Labor Party
In the New York City councilmanic elections, 

we are asking the workers in the Bronx and 
Manhattan to give first place on their ballots to 
Max Sbachtinan (B ronx) and George Lyman 
Paine (Manhattan), the candidates of the anti­
war party, the Socialist Workers Party. For all 
other councilmanic and other, posts, we ask the 
workers of New York to vote for the candidates 
o f the American Labor Party.

Our support o f the A LP  candidates, now as in 
other elections, is not based on any agreement 
with their program. I t  would be more correct to 
say that we support them in spite o f their pro­
gram. The A LP  program has always been an op­
portunist one, a patchwork o f petty-bourgeois 
proposals, tinged here and there with a trade un­
ion coloration. The A L P ’s pro-war resolution of 
Oct. 4, which wTe have analyzed and condemned 
in a series o f articles, merely continues the op­
portunist course o f the ALP . Peace-time oppor­
tunism is the fountain-head o f war-time chauv­
inism.

Why, then, do we call upon, the workers to 
vote for the A L P  candidates? Because the A LP  
is the organized expression on the political field 
of a major group o f trade unions. We want to 
see the trade unions and other workers’ organiz­
ations organize their own party, a Labor Party, 
independent o f and opposed to the capitalist par­
ties, and w ithin the arena o f the Labor Party a 
struggle of programs for the working class can 
be carried on far more concertedly than today.

The bigger the vote fo r the A LP , the more 
would the workers be encouraged to insist that 
their unions jo in in the formation o f a nation­
wide Labor Party.

A  Labor Party, to have any meaning, must be 
based on the trade unions. That is why, in the 
present fight between the pro - A lly  and pro - 
H itler-Stalin camps in the A LP , we recognize 
the pro-A lly camp— the leadership, o f the needle 
trades unions— as the official representatives of 
the A LP . They have w ith them the overwhelm­
ing m ajority o f the trade unions affiliated to the

A LP . The Stalinists have few unions; the neigh-, 
borhood dubs they control mean nothing in the 
basic structure o f a Labor Party.

Programmatically, we fight equally, against 
both war-camps: against the “ democratic”  as 
much as against the Hitler-Stalin camp. We ask 
the workers to support our program in this elec­
tion by giving first preference on their ballots to 
our candidates. But we also ask them to vote for 
the official candidates o f the American Labor 
Party in order to speed the day when the work­
ers w ill break away from the capitalist parties.

W ith in  the A LP  we ask the workers, in the 
voting on the A LP  pro-war resolution, to vote 
neither with the Stalinists nor w ith their oppo­
nents. A  vote for cither side is a vote for a camp 
o f war-mongers. W ith in the A LP , as every­
where in the working class, we work for the for­
mation of a th ird  camp-, the camp of revolution­
ary struggle against both warring camps.

Courting Stalin
Winston Churchill's statement on Oct. 1 that 

Stalin’s invasion o f Poland “ was clearly neces­
sary for the safety of Russia”  received the 
guarded approval o f Prime Minister Chamber- 
lain on Oct. 26; the same day Viscount Halifax, 
British Foreign Secretary, stated “ I t  is worth 
recalling that the action of the Soviet Govern­
ment has been to advance the Russian boundary 
substantially to that recommended at the time of 
the Versailles conference by Lord Curzon.”

In short, after a month of great moral indig­
nation, the Anglo-French camp has decided to 
put a good face on Stalin’s annexations.

A ll that this new development tells us is that 
the Anglo-French camp has not given up hope o f 
wooing Stalin away from H itler. It  tells ,us 
nothing new about Stalin’s invasion.

We did not jo in the Anglo-French imperialists 
in their self-righteous and hypocritical denuncia­
tions of the invasion. We do not jo in  them now 
in their whitewash o f the invasion. A  month ago 
and today, our judgment o f the invasion remains 
the same.

We criticised the invasion from the standpoint 
of the international working class. That stand­
point has nothing in common with that of either 
warring camp, or their Social-Democratic or 
Stalinist agents. We repudiated with contempt 
the Social-Democratic call for defense (in  “ dem­
ocratic”  uniforms) o f “ poor little Poland.”  We 
repudiated with contempt the Stalinist alibi that 
Stalin was “ liberating”  the occupied territories; 
we said that the nationalization o f industry and 
the land by the Soviet bureaucracy in the occu­
pied territories was being carried out, fo r one 
reason only : that the Soviet bureaucracy did not 
desire to share the power with the Polish capital­
ists and landlords. We- called upon the workers 
in the occupied territories to take advantage of 
the new situation, by taking the lead in destroy­
ing the old regime, organizing factory and peas­
ant committees and preparing to carry through, 
jo in tly  with the workers o f the Soviet Union, 
o f which they are now a part, the overthrow of 
.the Stalinist bureaucracy.

We still stand on that position, Messrs. Cham­
berlain and H a lifax and Stalin to the contrary.

W hy Catalonia Fell
In the early spring o f this year, we now know, 

H itle r prepared his anti-Polish m ilitary cam­
paign ; the first negotiations between H itle r and 
Stalin in this connection began then.

In  the early spring o f this year, the Stalinist- 
dominated Negrin government was still in power 
in Loyalist Spain. Suddenly, its defenses in Cat­
alonia collapsed- The chief stronghold o f the 
Loyalists, Barcelona, fell without a fight. W ith in  
a few days all o f Catalonia was in the hands of 
Franco. When the outright capitulationists, led 
by M iaja and Casado, moved to take control and 
make peace with Franco, the Stalinist leaders o f­
fered no resistance; they flew to safety abroad, 
leaving the masses to Franco’s mercy.

Was it  a coincidence that, as Stalin was com­
ing to terms with H itler, Stalin’s hirelings were 
abandoning the fight against fascism in Spain? 
We did not then know the facts about the secret 
agreement with Hitler,- although we then pre­
dicted a pact between them. But even then we 
were able accurately to characterize Stalin's role 
in Spain: a deliberate betrayal o f the Spanish 
working class.

The Stalinists indignantly denied it then. But 
now ?

# * *

Heywood Bround, c o lu m n is t and  p re s id e n t o f the  
A m e r ic a n  N e w spa pe r G u ild , den ied  he is , o r  e ve r 
has been,- a m e m b e r o f the  C o m m u n is t p a r ty .  G a d ! 
T h in k  o f the  dues h e ’s chea ted  th a t  p a r ty  o u t o f!

Socialist Appeal 
116 U n ivers ity  P lace  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity.

X would like  to get better acquainted w ith  
your paper, the Socialist A ppeal. P lease send 
m e sam ple copies fo r the next few  w eeks.'

N am e ..........  ...............................................................

Address ..............................................................................

C itv  .............................................. .....................................

State Planning in the U. S. S. R.

What the Nazi Press Says About 
The Stalin-Hitler War Alliance

(Concluded fro m  La s t Issue)
The significance o f the collapse 

o f the C om inte rn  is sum m arized 
as fo llow s by the Nazis. (A ll 
quotes are fro m  the Deutsche 
Z e ltung  von M exico, Sept. 12, 19 
and 28.)

“ T h is  com plete ideolog ica l and 
organ iza tiona l d is in te g ra tio n  of 
the C om inte rn has not fa iled  to  
a ffe c t in  tu rn  the in ne r po litica l 
developments in  the Soviet U n ­
ion.”  A f te r  B olshevik  Russia 
found o u t th a t i t  had no revo lu ­
tio n a ry  support in  the o ther 
countries, “ the responsible s ta tes­
men in  the Soviet U n ion were 
le f t  w ith  no o th e r a lte rna tive  
than th a t o f liq u id a tin g  Bolshev­
ism in  th e ir  own c o u n try  too.”

The Nazi o rgan  has no doubt 
th a t the liqu id a tio n  o f Bolshev­
ism  inside Russia has been con­
cluded fo r  some tim e : Bolshevism  
means the erection o f a Socia list 
o rder o f socie ty; Socialism , how ­
ever, means the rem oval, i.e., the 
w ith e r in g  aw ay o f the State. The 
N azis are no t deceived by the 
label “ Socia lis t S ta te ”  w h ich  the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy have pas t­
ed on; they p re fe r to  s tic k  to the 
fac ts :

“ The S tate and a ll its  in s t itu ­
tions such as the s tand ing a rm y, 
police, etc., had no t been destroy­
ed; on the co n tra ry  the Soviet 
Russian A rm y  and Police are tw o  
ve ry  im p o rta n t fac to rs  in  the 
power o f the State. A nd  in  order 
th a t no illus ion  sha ll rem a in  on 
the score th a t the Red A rm y  has 
long ago ceased to  be an in s tru ­
m en t o f the C om inte rn  and the 
banner bearer o f the w o rld  revo­
lu tio n  the fo llo w in g  words have 
been deleted fro m  the oath o f the 
Red A rm y  a t the beg inn ing o f the 
c u rre n t yea r: ' I  pledge m yse lf to 
f ig h t fo r  the cause o f Socialism  
and fo r  the brotherhood o f the 
na tions.’ The Red A rm y  fig h ts  on 
the ba ttle fie lds o f Poland n o t fo r  
the w o rld  revo lu tion  but, ju s t lik e  
the German A rm y , to  re c t ify  an 
in justice , aga inst B r it is h  and 
F rench im peria lism  and fo r  a 
g re a te r Russia.
SEE N O T  A  T R A C E  
O F  B O LS H E V IS M

“ The w orkers, peasants and 
soldiers councils w h ich  are sup­
posed to  fo rm  the actua l ground 
w o rk  o f the Soviet system, have 
been successfully e lim inated fo r  
15 years and in  1937 they  were 
f in a lly  liqu ida ted  w ith , th e  re - in ­
troduc tion  o f Soviet fo re ign  in ­
terest.

“ N o r has the offic ia ldom  been 
abolshed in  the Soviet U n ion. O f­
fic ia ls  are no t elected by  the 
w orkers, as the B olshevik  p ro ­
g ram  ca lls  fo r, b u t are appointed 
by superio r bodies o f the State. 
They receive not the pay o f the 
w o rke r, as Socialism  propagates, 
bu t have on the c o n tra ry , the 
ve ry  same and even g re a te r p r iv ­
ileges than the offic ia ldom  in  old 
C za ris t Russia.

“ Cast d is tin c tio n  and cast con­
flic ts  have no t . been abolished in 
the Soviet Union. They are per­
haps no t g reater, bu t in  no case 
sm a lle r than in o th e r countries." 
The N azi paper substantia tes 
th is  contention by ta k in g  up 
wage po licy  in  the Soviet U n ion  
and concludes :“ We have here 
differences in  income fro m  3,000 
up to  300,000 rub les.”

A nd  a f te r  a ll these fac ts  have 
been enum erated we ge t th is  re ­
assuring  balance sheet: “ O f the

program  o f the B o lshevik  P a rty  
. . . no t a sing le  p lan k  has been 
fu lf il le d  in  the Soviet U n ion ”  and 
“ there can be no question o f B o l­
shevism in  the Soviet U n ion .”

H A V E  NO IL L U S IO N S  
A B O U T  S T A L IN IS M

The N azis are also acquainted 
w ith  the a rgum ents w h ich  have 
la te ly  been b ro u g h t fo r th  by the 
bewildered S ta lin is ts  and People’s 
F ron te rs , nam ely th a t  “ th is  pact 
is on ly  a b lu ff on the p a r t  o f So­
v ie t Russia . . .  in  o rd e r to  fa c il i­
ta te  the organ iza tion  o f the B o l­
shevik revo lu tion  in  G erm any.” 
In  G erm any there is a d iffe re n t 
conception: “ Such an in te rp re ta ­
tio n  . . .  is based on ly  upon d is­
t ru s t  as to the in ne r-p o litica l s ta ­
b i l i t y  o f Germ any, and can on ly 
be expla ined by the fa c t th a t  the 
sponsors o f such views leave ou t 
o f consideration the trem endous 
p o lit ic a l and economic changes 
w h ich  have taken  place in  the 
Soviet U n ion  in  the la s t few  
years.”

The ■ Nazis on the o ther hand, 
who take com ple te ly  in to  account 
the trem endous p o lit ic a l and eco­
nom ic dhanges w h ich  have come 
about in  the Soviet U n ion  in  the 
la s t fe w  years, f in a lly  come ou t 
w ith  the fo llo w in g  con tention :

"E ven  a N a tion a l Socia list 
G erm any can live  in  undisturbed 
friendsh ip  w ith . a N a tio n a l B o l­
shevik  Russia w h ich  has g iven up 
the ideas o f w o rld  revo lu tion , has 
no te r r ito r ia l c la im s on Germ any, 
and w h ich  fig h ts  tog e the r w ith  
G erm any fo r  the destruction  of 
the V ersa illes D ik ta t. ”

I f  the H it le r  press has no i l lu ­
sion about the tru e  substance of 
S ta lin ism , i t  does have very  
m any illus ions reg a rd ing  the “ in ­
ne r-po litica l s ta b ility  o f Ger­
m any”  and the "und is tu rbed  
fr ie n d sh ip ”  w ith  Russia. The in ­
ne r-po litica l “ s ta b ility ”  o f Ger-

m any rests in  the m ain  upon a 
convulsive te rro r.

H it le r  and his re ta ine rs  are to ­
day engaged in  e x p lo it in g  the 
pact w ith  S ta lin  in  the face o f 
the d issatisfied G erm an masses 
who were opposed to  w a r: i f  Rus­
sia itse lf, they plead stands on 
ou r side, then de we no t f ig h t  fo r  
a ju s t cause? Thus the  pac t w ith  
S ta lin  serves them  to  ju s t i fy  the 
plans o f Germ an im peria lism  and 
to in fuse in  the G erm an masses 
confidence in  the fasc is t w a r­
mongers. In  re a lity , however, the 
support w h ich  the H it le r  d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  finds in  S ta lin  is o f very  
questionable value. Jus t as the 
German masses have come to  un­
derstand the genuine essence o f 
H itle r 's  “ N a tiona l Socia lism ,”  so 
they w i l l  also lose th e ir  illus ions 
rega rd ing  S ta iln ’s “ N a tion a l B o l­
shevism .”

M ASSES DO N O T T R U S T  
E IT H E R  O F  IT S  "F R IE N D S ”

B y o rd e rin g  his scriveners to 
describe S ta lin  as a tru s tw o rth y  
pa rtn e r who has liqu ida ted  B o l­
shevism and Socialism , H it le r  a t 
the same tim e  d iscred its  S ta lin  
in the eyes o f the G erm an mass­
es who up to recen tly  have looked 
w ith  hope to  M oscow and secre tly  
listened in  to the Moscow broad­
casts. H it le r  in tends to  cure the 
masses o f th e ir  Socia lis t hopes, 
h u t he w il l  on ly  free them  o f 
th e ir  las t illus ion  abou t S ta lin ­
ism. The Pact m ay have caused 
tem po ra ry  confusion and depres­
sion in  G erm any bu t H it le r  w ill 
no t ga in  new, confidence even 
w ith  S ta lin ’s help. In  tu rn in g  ag­
a ins t H itle r , the G erm an masses 
are now tu rn in g  a t the same 
tim e aga ins t S ta lin  and his clique. 
The "und is tu rbed  fr ie n d sh ip ”  of 
H it le r  and S ta lin  is approaching 
a hard test. The collapse o f the 
one w ill m ost c e rta in ly  c a rry  the 
o ther along w ith  it .
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W ill Stalinist 
Regime Add to 
Its Conquests?

B y  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y
The upperm ost question in  the m inds o f im p e ria lis t 

d ip lom ats  today is, "W h a t nex t fro m  S ta lin  and his 
reg im e” ? Is  i t  possible fo r  S ta lin — a lready  deeply 
enmeshed in  h is a lliance w ith  H itle r is m — to w ith ­
d ra w ?  O r m ust he continue a long the pa th  o f con­
quest and enslavem ent upon w h ich  he has set ou t?

S ta lin  and his bu reaucra tic  cohorts have raised to 
th e ir  lips  the bo ttle  con ta in ing  the heady w ine of 
conquest and expansion, pressed fro m  f r u it s  gathered 
by th e ir  p lunderers. The f ir s t  drops have tasted sweet 
and have gone down sm ooth ly . W ill S ta lin  now give 
an add itiona l t i l t  to the b o ttle  so as to  increase the 
flow ?

L e t us sum m arize w h a t has been done by the  ru lin g  
K re m lin  powers to  date. They have conquered E a s t­
e rn  Poland (B ye lo  Russia and the P olish U k ra in e ! 
and established th e ir  undisputed ru le  over th is  la rge 
area. E s ton ia  has been made a  m il i ta r y  “ p ro te c t­
o ra te ” , w ith  such conditions th a t its  whole na tiona l 
s tru c tu re  is, in  effect, ru led by Russia. W ith  th is  a r ­
rangem ent there  has come sea con tro l over the  N o rth  
B a ltic  (G u lf o f F in la n d ) and m il i ta ry  positions th a t 
make the ca p itu la tio n  o f F in la n d  in ev ita b le  before 
the th re a ts  o f the K re m lin  ru lers.

L a tv ia  and L ith u a n ia  are m eekly fo llo w in g  behind 
E s ton ia  and are likew ise  foredoom ed to  become "p ro ­
tec to ra te s” — thus g iv ih g  con tro l o f the en tire  B a ltic  
Sea over to  S ta lin . Bessarabia— a to ta lly -unde fended 
section o f the to tte r in g  R um an ian s ta te— can be 
plucked by the  K re m lin ’s hand a t a  m om ent’s notice. 
R um an ia  is even tua lly  to  be parcelled between Fascist 
G erm any and the S oviet U n ion. Thus, a  tra n s p o rta ­
tio n  rou te  run n ing  fro m  G eorg ia and the  Caucasus, 
v ia  the B lack  Sea and Rum ania, has been cleared. 
O ver th is  rou te  w il l  flow  a p a r t o f the  raw  m a te ria ls  
bound fo r  H it le r 's  troops.

A s to the fa te  o f T u rk e y  and the B a lkan  nations, 
w h ile  th is  question has been postponed fo r  the tim e  
being by the s ign ing  o f the A n g lo -F re nch -T u rk ish  
Pact, i t  is  nevertheless m ore lik e ly  th a t the  Germ an- 
Russian a lliance w il l  be m ore potent. The door has 
been le f t  open fo r  th is  e ve n tu a lity  by an “ escape" 
clause in  the P act w h ich  ca te go rica lly  states th a t 
under no circum stances w i l l  T u rk e y  f ig h t  against 
Russia.

The g re a t s tra te g ic  value and im portance repre­
sented by  the Dardanelles and Bosporus— as proven 
by the g re a t cam paign waged fo r  co n tro l o f  the 
S tra its  and the G a llip o li penn insu la in  the  la s t w o rld  
w a r— m ake i t  v ita l ly  necessary fo r  S ta lin  to  a tte m p t 
to  ho ld T u rke y  in  line. T h is  fac t, com bined w ith  the 
tra d itio n a l po licy  o f G erm an im p e ria lism — the drive  
to  the E ast - w i l l  tend to dom inate the fa te  o f the 
Balkans.

Not a March for Liberation
A lre a d y  there  are reports  th a t ind ica te  the rap id 

approach o f events in  the N e a r and F a r E as t which 
w il l  have the u tm o s t s ignificance fo r  the oppressed 
colon ia l peoples o f Asia . These reports  ind ica te  the 
in te n tio n  o f the S ta lin is t bu reaucra tic  gang to  em ­
b a rk  on a p rog ram  o f expansion sou thw ard  and east­
w ard.

F u lf il l in g  h is c u rre n t role as a supporte r and agent 
o f G erm an im peria lism , S ta lin  m ay— a t the command 
o f h is present m aste r— be in s tru c te d  to  s tr ik e  v ita l 
blows a t B r it is h  im p e ria lism  in  its  te rr ito r ie s  th a t 
extend fro m  Ira q  on the W est to d is ta n t B u rm a  on 
the East.

These lands are now the prize possessions o f the 
bad ly shaken B r it is h  E m pire . They include Iraq , Ira n  
(P e rs ia ), A fgh an is ta n , B r it is h  and N a tiv e  Ind ia , 
Nepal, T ibe t, and B urm a. W ith in  its  vast confines live  
hundreds o f m illio ns  o f co lon ia l slaves— w o rke rs  and 
peasants— who have suffered long years under the 
harsh ru le  o f “ dem ocra tic ”  B r it is h  im peria lism . These 
people— representing  a lm ost on e -fou rth  o f hu m an ity  
(500,000,000!) have been sw ept by tid a l waves o f rev­
o lu tio n a ry  n a tio n a lis t sen tim ent fo r  lib e ra tio n  fro m  
im p e ria lis t ru le

The people o f these B r it is h  colonies desire— above 
a ll —  th e ir  na tiona l independence. R ig h t now  th e ir  
lives are spent as co lon ia l slaves w o rk in g  in  the  in te r ­
ests o f the hated B r it is h  slave-m asters. The o il fields 
o f Ira n , the produce o f the "F e r t ile  Crescent”  o f Meso­
po tam ia  ( Ira q ) ,  the m inera l and in d u s tr ia l w e a lth  of 
In d ia —  a ll o f these are exp lo ited  by the B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lis ts .

B u t S ta lin  w ou ld  no t come down am ong these peo­
ple as a " l ib e ra to r”  o r  a  re vo lu tio n a ry  enemy o f B r i t ­
ish rule. I f  S ta lin  should m arch south in to  the Persian 
o il fie lds; i f  he should a tte m p t to  ove rrun  A fg h a n ­
is tan  as a rou te  in to  the Punjab, the m ost fe r t ile  and 
developed a g r ic u ltu ra l area o f In d ia ; i f  he should con­
ceive o f a double invasion o f Ind ia  by  w a y  o f A fg h a n ­
is ta n  fro m  the W est, S ink iang  and T ib e t fro m  the 
E as t; then we m us t openly s ta te  th a t he comes as an 
enslaver o f the co lon ia l peoples— no t as th e ir  "em an­
c ip a to r” .

Colonials W ill Reject Stalinism
The key answ er to th is  com plex problem  lies in  the 

ove rw he lm ing  desire o f these colon ia l people fo r  th e ir  
real, genuine freedom  and na tiona l independence. A l ­
though  the fo rm s  and m ethods o f conquest and oppres­
sion o f S ta lin  m ay v a ry  g re a tly  fro m  those o f B r it is h  
im peria lism , nevertheless the en tire  n a tio n a lis t and 
colon ia l re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent w i l l  in s tin c t iv e ly  re ­
je c t and oppose any moves o f S ta lin ism  in  th e ir  d i­
rection.

I f  reports  continue to  come th ro u g h  o f the m assing 
o f Red A rm y  troops in  S ink iang, o f border v io la tions  
in  no rth e rn  A fgh an is ta n , o f N azi and S ta lin is t agents 
a t w o rk  am ong the co lon ia l peoples in  a tte m p ts  to 
deceive them  and m isuse th e ir  m ore th a n  ju s tified  
ha tred  o f “ dem ocra tic ”  B r it is h  enslavem ent, then we 
sha ll re tu rn  to w h a t m ay become a b u rn in g  question 
fo r  the re v o lu tio n a ry  co lon ia l m ovem ent.

F o r the masses o f the  countries invo lved in  these 
events there is  on ly  one slogan th a t s tr ik e s  to  the 
roo t o f th e ir  desires: N e ith e r B r it is h  im p e ria lism , nor 
enslavem ent by  the  S ta lin is t bureaucracy. N a tiona l* 
Independence and the r ig h t  to  w o rk  ou t th e ir  own re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  and soc ia lis t de s tiny !

I t  took the S ta lin  reg im e three m onths to  in te r ­
vene in  the  Spanish re vo lu tio n a ry  events, w ith  re ­
su lts  th a t everyone is acquainted w ith .

N ow  .w ith  the beg inn ing  o f a c t iv ity  on the p a r t  o f 
the 375,000,000 people o f In d ia  in  a d rive  to  ga in  
th e ir  independence fro m  B r it is h  ty ra n n y , the K re m ­
lin  m asters are a lready cas ting  an anxious eye in  the 
d irec tio n  o f Ind ia . They are a lready la y in g  the basis 
fo r  th e ir  cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  in te rv e n tio n  th rou gh  
the pseudo-revo lu tionary a c tiv itie s  o f the In d ia n  S ta l­
in is ts  and G PU agents! S ta lin  stands in  unho ly  fe a r 
o f a colon ia l re vo lu tion  in  Ind ia . Such a  revo lu tion  
w o u ld  knock  a t the v e ry  doors o f the  K re m lin  and 
th rea ten  the ru lin g  caste w ith  im m ed ia te  ove rth row .


