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Germany and the “ democracies,”  Great Britain and 
Franee, are once more locked in murderous conflict. Presi
dent Roosevelt, like Woodrow Wilson, has declared Amer
ica’s neutrality. But moving even faster than Wilson, 
Roosevelt, in his first broadcast after the beginning of hos
tilities, incited the American people to participation on the 
side o f the “ democracies” : “ Even a neutral has a right to 
take account of facts. Even a neutral cannot be asked to 
close his mind or close his conscience.”

H itle r and the German imperialists bear their fu ll share 
o f responsibility for the competition in murder now raging 
in Europe. We work and wait for the day when the Eur
opean workers w ill sweep away fascism. But to work to
ward the destruction of fascism does not in any way mean 
to support the “ democracies.”  What are these “ democra
cies” ? Today Great Britain rules by force o f arms nearly 
400 million people in India; and in 1935, while the British 
representative at the League o f Nations was protesting 
against the Italian bombing o f Ethiopia, British airplanes 
were bombing civilians on the northwest frontier o f India.

British " Democracy"  in India and Africa
Forty m illion Indian peasants do not get one square 

meal in two days. The 1931 census showed that 321 out 
o f 350 million people were illiterate. Over 40% of the 
Indian revenue is used for the upkeep o f the m ilitary fo r
ces that hold the people in chains. So powerful is the spir
it o f revolt against this 300-year-old exploitation and ty r
anny that in ten years the Indian National Congress, on 
a program of complete independence from Britain, has 
grown from 400,000 to 6,000,000.

In  A frica  Britain holds sixty m illion Africans in a con
dition o f semi-slavery. In  Kenya and Rhodesia natives 
work fo r ten and fifteen cents a day. A ll through South 
and East A frica  they live in locations, which they are fo r
bidden to leave after curfew without special personal per
mission. Representatives in the governing council they 
have none.

To crush a revolution among the Burmese peasants in 
1929 cost ten thousand lives. Sixteen “ rebels”  were de
capitated and their heads exhibited in a row by the repre
sentatives o f British “ democracy.”

In  Palestine the British set Arab against Jew, in Can
ada English against French. In Egypt they gave a share 
of the pickings to the Egyptian aristocracy in return for 
their aid in suppressing the millions o f peasants. In  Cey
lon and the West Indies, Malta and Hong Kong, one 
glance destroys the fiction o f British “ democracy.”

British "Democracy," Strangler of Ireland
I t  is not only colored people or backward nations over 

which British “ democracy stands as jailer foy the sake 
of power and profits. The millions o f Irish in American 
cities are there because of British “ democracy.”  In  1847, 
at the time o f the potato famine, the London Times, then 
as now the organ of British imperialism, rejoiced at the 
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SHACHTMAN ON NEW YORK BALLOT, 
BOSS POLITICIANS DROP CHALLENGE
3 More W PA  Strikers 
Convicted in Second 
Mpls. Frame-Up Trial

Convicted Face Two Years' Imprisonment 
And Fines Up to 10,000— No Workers on 
Juries Trying Indicted W.P.A. Strikers

Behind the Lines
By G E O R G E  S T E R N .

The papers here have fa ile d  to 
take notice so fa r  o f an extrem e
ly  s ig n ifica n t in te rv ie w  g iven to 
the London News C hron ic le  by 
Sven Hedin, the aged Swedish 
exp lo rer who called on H it le r  a 
week ago under conditions th a t 
seemed to  suggest he m ig h t be 
called upon to  p la y  the  ro le o f 
an uno ffic ia l bearer o f peace p ro 
posals fro m  H it le r  to  the western 
powers.

Hedin indirectly quoted H itle r  
as saying th a t Anglo-German co
operation against the “westward 
advance of Bolshevism”  (i. e., of 
Stalin) was the only thing that 
could save “western civilization.” 
Such cooperation, he said, is still 
“H itle r’s dream.”

The News Chron ic le asked H e
d in  i f  H i t le r  w ou ld  jo in  a w est
ern bloc s trong  enough to d ic ta te  
reo rgan iza tion  o f Europe.

"Germany would undoubtedly 
do so,”  H ed in  replied.

The Hedin in te rv ie w  o ffe rs a 
fu r th e r  g lim m e r o f ligh t, in to  the 
shadows in  w h ich  the  present 
w a r o f arm s, nerves, pow er d i
p lom acy has enshrouded its e lf. 
W ith  the  open ing o f the w in te r 
season i t  is now  genera lly  as
sumed th a t m il ita ry  operations 
w il l  continue on th e ir  ex trem e ly  
lim ite d  scale w h ile  the m ore im 
p o rta n t ba ttles  are fo u g h t ou t 
in  the chancelleries and d ip lo 
m a tic  back-alleys.

On the diplomatic fron t the 
western Allies have been winning 
the victories so notably absent in 
the m ilita ry  sphere during the I 
last few  weeks. The pact w ith  ] 
Turkey has a t least for the tim e  
being established a  pro-A lly bal
ance in the eastern end of the 
Mediterranean and has severely 
weakened the slim chances th a t 
remained th a t Germany would be 
able to count on any cooperation

from Ita ly .
S igna tu re  o f the  A n k a ra  pact 

has been fo llow ed by  the  opening 
o f new d ip lo m atic  drives in  the 
B a lkans by the I ta lia n s  and by 
the Russians, bo th o f w h ich  are 
seeking to  fo rm  blocs o f the 
southeastern European states 
w h ich  they could m an ipu la te  as 
the fu r th e r  course o f the w a r d ic 
tates.

In  Moscow, Izves tia , the gov
e rnm ent paper, blustered th a t a 
fresh  A ng lo -F re nch  a tte m p t to  
set G erm any aga inst Russia had 
fa iled , th a t  the Russians had "n o 
th in g  to  re g re t”  over the  outcome 
o f the parleys w ith  the  T u rks  
Nevertheless, the  K re m lin  has 
em barked upon a B a lkan  fence- 
m ending campaign, upon w h ich  
G erm any can look w ith  scarce ly 
a benevolent eye. And the reopen
in g  o f Russian ta lk s  w ith  T u rke y  
is con fiden tly  pred icted in  Lon
don.

This, taken tog e the r w ith  the 
obvious coolness developing be
tween Rome find B erlin , has g iv 
en the B r it is h  d ip lom ats  a some
w h a t easier b re a th ing  space and 
has provided the basis fo r  con
t in u in g  w ith  the w a it in g  game 
th a t the A ng lo -F rench  general 
s ta ffs  have ev ide n tly  decided up 
on.

Just w hat they are w aiting for 
is the prime problem of the war. 
To guess th a t they hope for the 
replacement of H itle r by a  Ger
man m ilita ry  dictatorship which 
w ill fa ll in w ith  plans for a jo int 
w ar against Russia is probably 
not very fa r from the m ark. I t  
may very well be the pressure of 
the m ilita ry  leaders th a t is forc
ing H itle r to go easy on the west
ern fronts and to send out feel
ers, such ss th a t carried bv H e
din, fo r a  possible understanding 
w ith  his present enemies.

EARL BROWDER 
ARRESTED ON 
FLIMSY CHARGE

Real Motive Is Stalin 
ist Shift to Nazi- 
Soviet W ar Camp

The Roosevelt governm ent’s 
d rive  aga inst the Com m unis! 
P a r ty  go t down to  cases th is  
week, when E a r l B row der, head 
o f th e  C om m unist P a rty , was 
speedily ind icted, arrested and 
released on $7,500 ba il. He it  
now a w a itin g  t r ia l  by  a Federal 
cou rt under the ind ic tm ent, 
w h ich  charges h im  w ith  tw ice 
using a passport o r ig in a lly  ob
ta ined on the  basis o f a  false 
statem ent.

Only Pretext
The flim siness o f the charge is 

enough by its e lf  to reveal th a t 
i t  is  m ere ly  a p re tex t. B row de r’s 

c rim e ”  consisted o f fa il in g  to 
ind ica te  on a passport app lica 
tio n  th a t he had secured previous 
passports. He is  pro tected by  the 
s ta tu te  o f lim ita t io n s  against 
prosecution fo r  securing the p re 
vious passports under assumed 
names, so th a t the governm ent 
was lim ite d  to  the m erest tech
n ic a lity  in  its  move aga ins t h im .

Even m ore to  the po in t, i t  is 
c lear th a t th is  in fo rm a tio n  was 
in  the hands o f the governm ent 
la s t A p r il,  when the "passport- 
r in g ”  t r ia l  took  place. A t  th a t 
tim e, the S oc ia lis t Appea l ’ and 
o th e r labo r papers po in ted ou t 
th a t US A tto rn e y  John T. Ca
h i l l  was obviously  n o t producing 
in  c o u rt a ll the evidence he had, 
and was go ing  to  considerable 
leng ths n o t to  have the record 
show th a t the  defendants were 
S oviet agents.

W h y  has C a h ill now moved ag
a ins t B row der, and announced 
th a t th is  is  on ly  the f ir s t  o f a 
series o f in d ic tm en ts?  W h a t has 
changed since A p r i l ?

W hat Has Changed
W h a t has changed is th a t, in  

A p r il,  B row de r’s boss, S ta lin , 
was in  the "d em ocra tic ”  camp, 
and B row de r’s p a r ty  was doing 
its  u tm os t to  defend the Roose
v e lt governm ent aga inst the 
w orkers . N ow  S ta lin  has sh ifted  
camps and, as p a r t o f the w a r 
d rive  o f the Roosevelt govera- 
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(S p e c ia l to the S ocia lis t A p p e a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , Oct. 21— Yesterday a t 9:45 a.m. the jury  in 

the second of the Minneapolis W P A  tria ls  filed into Judge ’Joyce’s 
court and announced its verdict: three of the four defendants were 
found guilty of conspiracy and overt acts in connection w ith  the 
W P A  strikes a t projects on Lake Calhoun and Cedar Lake in M in
neapolis. Found guilty  were M ilton McLean, Charles Connors and 
W illiam  Riley. Charles Moore was judged not guilty. Jurors took 
three ballots to reach the guilty verdict, six ballots before they de
cided Moore was innocent.

On Tuesday morning the ju ry  in the first tr ia l had found five of 
the eight defendants guilty of«- 
conspiracy and intimidation.

The score in the campaign of 
the federal government against 
the Minneapolis unemployed now 
stands as follows:

Ind ic ted— 161 m en and wom en 
and you th  

A rres ted— 138 
Found G u ilty — 8 
Found N o t G u ilty — 4 
N e x t T r ia l in  Series— 25 men 

and women, charged w ith  con
sp iracy, to s ta r t  O ctober 30.

N e x t m ee ting  o f federa l g rand 
ju r y — s ta rts  M onday, O ctober 23, 
to inves tiga te  St. P au l aspects o f 
W P A  s tr ike .

W ill Be Sentenced November 4
D efendants found g u ilty  in  the 

f irs t  tw o  o f the ten tr ia ls  so fa r  
scheduled were ordered by Judge 
Joyce to  appear before h im  N o
vem ber 4 fo r  sentence. They face 
penalties o f up to  tw o  years im 
prisonm ent, and fines up to  $10,- 
000.

D ire c t ly  a f te r  the v e rd ic t F r i 
day, D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  V ic to r  A n - 
Jerson moved fo r  t r ia l  o f  no less 
than 90 defendants in  one huge 
"consp iracy”  in d ic tm en t. The de
fense moved fo r  separate t r ia l  
and Joyce agreed to  t r y  25 o f 
them  O ctober 30. The th ird  t r ia l  
w i l l  be one o f the m ost im p o rta n t 
in  the cu rre n t persecution o f the 
M inneapo lis unemployed. In c lu d 
ed am ong the defendants are 
m any active  m em bers and lead
ers o f the Federa l W orke rs  Sec
tion  and the Y ou th  Section o f 
Loca l 544— E d P a lm qu ist, Oscar 
and M a rg a re t Schoenfeld, M ax  
Geldman, Eddie A lb e rt, etc.

Tom  Davis, defense counsel, 
rested his case in  the  second t r i 
al w ith o u t p resen ting  any w i t 
nesses.

V ictim  of Circumstance
W hile  w a it in g  in  the  courtroom  

fo r  the ju r y  to b r in g  in  its  v e r
d ic t, Charles Connors, N egro  de
fendant, mused about h is case.

‘H ere ’s m e,”  he said, " I ’m  rea l
ly  a v ic t im  o f c ircum stances.”

Connors, who served 15 years 
in the US A rm y , is now a tru c k  
fa rm e r l iv in g  near Osseo.

‘So help me,”  he said, “ I  nev
e r raised m y  hand a t a soul, and 
I  never w e n t around t r y in g  to 
chase people, o ff the p ro jec t. I  
was w o rk in g  on the  Robbinsdale 
p ro ject, in  the b lacksm ith  shop.
R ile y  was there, too. They came 
along and pu lled  us o ff the job  
firs t.  W e were the f ir s t  job  to  be 
closed down. R iley  and I  w en t a l
ong w ith  the re s t o f the s tr ik e rs  
to the be lt line  p ro je c t and the 
g rave l p it. I  w a lked  in to  the 
g rave l p it  to  ta lk  w ith  M artocc io .
He made an in s u lt in g  reference 
to  m y  race. Then I  d id  take  a 
pass a t h im  b u t he warded o ff the 
lic k , ju s t lik e  he to ld  the ju ry .
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Socialism In One Country Goes International Decide O n  
W rite-In  
Drive for 
G. L. Paine

New York SWP Girds 
A ll Its Forces For Fi
nal Campaign Sprint

CORRECTION TO TROTSKY ARTICLE
The fo llo w in g  three sentences were in a d v e rte n tly  om m itted  

from  comrade T ro ts k y ’s a rtic le  (S ta lin -T he  T em po ra ry  H o lde r o f 
the U k ra in e ) in  the la s t issue o f the S oc ia lis t Appeal. They come a t 
the end o f the fo u r th  pa rag raph  o f the a rtic le .

"F u rth e rm o re , no honest person can approve the ‘lib e ra tio n ’ o f 
8 m illio n  U k ra in ia n s  and W h ite  Russians a t the price  o f the na tiona l 
enslavem ent o f 23 m illio n  Poles! Even in  the case th a t the K re m lin  
organizes a p leb iscite  in  the occupied G a lic ia  in  the  Goebbels m an
ner, th a t w i l l  deceive no one. T h is  is no t a  question o f the lib e ra tio n  
o f an oppressed people, b u t ra th e r o f the te r r ito r ia l expansion o f the 
bu reaucra tic  oppression and pa ras itism .”

Major Struggle Ahead in India, 
British Reject Freedom Demand

By S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y
The Indian Nationalist Congress— representing 5,000,000 organized members and tens 

of millions o f Indian nationalists— this week ordered its ministries in the eight leading 
provinces o f British India to resign in protest against British imperialist policy.

These resignations precipitate the first serious political crisis o f the present world war. 
Although the war is a bare two months old, all the conditions fo r a major revolutionary 
situation exist in India!

Last week the British imperialist rulers again gave a true indication o f one o f their 
reasons for participating in the present imperialist war.

For weeks since the war began, the British-appointed Viceroy o f India had consulted 
with leaders o f various p o litic -f____________________________ ________________________
al and communal organiza
tions. He had bent special ef
forts to w in over (buy off 
w ith concessions) the leaders 
o f India’s Nationalist Con
gress.

The Premier of the Bihar 
Congress M inistry stated the 
position o f the right-wing 
leaders and followers of Ma
hatma Gandhi in a resolution 
he introduced in the National 
Assembly to the effect that 
England must.clearly state its 
war aims with regard to In 
dia.

.And then the answer— im m ed
ia te  cause o f the  present c ris is— 
came in  the fo rm  o f a “ W h ite  
Paper”  issued by  the V iceroy.

The answer was a f la t  re fusa l 
to  g ra n t the 375,000,000 people o f 
In d ia  th e ir  freedom  and indepen
dence, coupled w ith  several ex
cep tiona lly  vague promises.

L o rd  L in lith g o w , the V ice roy  
answered three specific questions 
th a t had been p u t to  h im :

(1) W h a t are the w a r objec
tives o f the B r it is h  governm ent? 
To th is  h is rep ly  was th a t Cham-1 
be rla in  had a lready given the an
swer— th a t is, o f "d es troy in g  H i t 
le rism .”  H is  Lo rdsh ip  does no t 
fee l i t  necessary to  go beyond 
th is  evasive and h yp o c ritic a l 
sta tem ent.

“See About Future”
(2 ) W h a t is  to  be the fu tu re  

o f In d ia  a f te r  the w a r is over? 
The V ice roy ’s re p ly  was equiva
le n t to  the sta tem ent, “ W ell, 
w e’l l  see about th a t when the 
tim e  comes.”  T rue, some m ention
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RANK AND FILE LOGGERS REVOLT 
AGAINST STALINIST MISRULE

First Effects of CI.O. Stalinist Purge Felt 
A t Lumberjacks Convention

F irs t  reverberations o f the  
purge o f S ta lin is ts  fro m  the CIO, 
announced by  Lew is  a t the  CIO  
E xecu tive  C om m ittee  m eeting, 
were heard a t the  In te rn a tio n a l 
W oodw orkers Convention now 
conclud ing its  sessions a t  K la m 
a th  F a lls , Oregon.

O ur pred ic tions in  the  la s t is 
sue o f the S oc ia lis t A ppea l find  
s w if t  con firm a tion  in  the events 
a t the loggers ’ convention p re 
v ious ly  under S ta lin is t m isru le .

A po w e rfu l opposition touched 
e ff its  a r t i l le ry  fire, w h ich  was to  1 
boom th rou gh ou t the convention, i 
b y  a reso lu tion  co n g ra tu la tin g  
Lew is “ in  y o u r s ta tem ent o f po- J 
s itio n  condem ning com m unists 
asp iring  to  con tro l the Congress 
o f In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tions. W e 
pledge o u r f u l l  support.”

The reso lu tion had ca rried  un
an im ously. The pressure o f the 
opposition had a lready d raw n  a 
d isc la im er fro m  H a ro ld  P r itc h 
e t t /  un ion president and n o to r i
ous S ta lin is t, th a t he w as n o t 
and had never been a m em ber o f 
the C om m unist P a rty . P r itc h e tt ’s 
ha s ty  apology a t  the f ir s t  b low  
ind ica tes in  advance the ro u t th a t  
w i l l  characterize o ther S ta lin is t 
leaders n o t as deeply entrenched.

The a tta c k  aga ins t the S ta lin 
is ts  a t the IW A  convention was

no t a  purge move d ire c tly  in i
t ia te d  by  Lew is  and Co. I t  was a 
genuine re v o lt o f ra n k  and file  
loggers who could see no d iffe r 
ence between S ta lin is t m islead- 
ersh ip  and the o ld -line  un ion o f 
fic ia ldom . T h a t the  oppos ition  a t 
the  convention revealed reac
t io n a ry  tendencies— was an in 
ev itab le  p roduc t o f S ta lin is t m is 
rule.

The opposition  represented the 
C o lum bia D is tr ic t-  Council, best 
organ ized section o f the union. 
I t  opened fire  on P r itc h e tt  and 
B ridges fo r  se lling  o u t the  C arna
tio n  Lu m be r Com pany s tr ik e  o f 
1937. B ridges had refused to  sup
p o r t a p ic k e t line  designed to  
p reven t the com pany fro m  load
in g  “ h o t”  lum ber. H e  had th re a t
ened to  f ind  longshorem en to  
w a lk  th ro u g h ' the p icke t line  i f  
P o rtla n d  dockers w ou ld  not. T h is  
is p a r t  o f the in fam ous B ridges 
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NOTICE
There w ill be an im portant 

membership meeting of all 
New  Y o rk  SW P and Y P S L  
members this Sunday, Oct. 29, 
a t Webster H a ll, 119 E . 11th 
St. T im e: 2:80 p.m.

A fte r having successfully 
smashed the attempts to have 
its Bronx candidate for Coun
cilman, Max Shachtman, re
moved from the ballot, the 
New York district o f the So
cialist Workers Party com
pleted its plans fo r swinging 
into concerted action for the 
last two weeks o f the munici
pal campaign.

A t the hearings before the 
New York Board o f Elec
tions, before which the thou
sands o f signatures to the pe
tition fo r placing Shachtman 
on the ballot were being contest
ed by one of the local reactionary 
politicians, the objector failed to 
appear and thereby tacitly ac
knowledged that he did- not even 
have the flimsiest basis for a 
challenge.

A  num ber o f o th e r candidates, 
in  a l l the  boroughs o f the c ity , 
were, however, d isqualified by the 
Board  o f E lections, a c tin g  fo r  the 
m ost p a r t  under the d ire c tio n  o f 
Tam m any p o litic ia n s  w ho appar
e n tly  n o t o n ly  in s is t on choosing 
the candidates ru n n in g  fo r  them  
b u t also the candidates ru n n in g  
aga inst them .

W rite -In  D rive  fo r Paine
In  M anha ttan , however, the pe

t i t io n  o f the  S.W.P. candidate, G. 
Lym a n  Paine, was in va lida te d  by 
the B oard  on the basis o f a  num 
ber o f cheap tech n ica litie s  w ith  
the re su lt th a t h is nam e w i l l  no t 
appear on the  o ffic ia l ba llo t. T h is  
procedure, w h ich  i t  was m ore d if 
f ic u lt  fo r  the  B oard  to  app ly  in  
Shachtm an’s case because o f the 
m any thousands o f  s igna tu res 
over and above the num ber lega l
ly  requ ired fo r  p lac in g  a candi
date on the  ba llo t, w i l l  necessi
ta te  the con tinu a tio n  o f the  
Paine candidacy on a  w r ite - in  
basis. W orke rs  in  M a n h a tta n  are 
be ing asked to  vo te  fo r  Paine by 
w r it in g  in  h is name.

A n  increas ing  num ber o f in 
door and ou tdoo r m eetings under 
the auspices o f the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty  C am paign Com
m ittee  are a lready arranged, es
pec ia lly  in  the tw o  boroughs 
where i t  is  ru n n in g  candidates, 
w ith  la rg e r crow ds th a n  ever ex
pected in  attendance.

Concentrate on W ar Issue
A ll e ffo rts  are be ing made to  

concentra te on the m a in  issue in  
the  e lection— the w a r issue, w h ich  
the o th e r pa rties  and candidates 
are m a k in g  a cow ard ly  a tte m p t 
to evade, ou t o f fe a r o f p u tt in g  
fo rw a rd  openly the unpopu la r 
p ro -w a r po s itio n  w h ich  th e y  ta ke  
i i i  a c tu a lity .

In  ad d ition  to  the  m eetings 
scheduled d ire c tly  under the aus
pices o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a rty , the  tw o  candidates, a n d  
o th e r p a r ty  representatives, are 
to  appear a t va riou s  m eetings o r
ganized under the auspices o f op
en forum s, n o n -p a rty  groups and 
f ra te rn a l o rgan iza tions.

P lans are also under w a y  fo r  a 
w h ir lw in d  conclusion to  the  cam 
pa ign  on the eve o f the e lections 
themselves, in  w h ich  eve ry  fo rce  
a t the  disposal o f the p a r ty  w i l l  
be u tiliz e d  to  reach the  m axim um  
num ber o f w o rke rs  in  M a n h a tta n  
and the B ro n x  w ith  the  p la tfo rm  
and views o f the  S oc ia lis t W ork
ers P a rty .
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■By B. J. W ID ICK—
Pressure on John L. Lew is  to 

purge the S ta lin is ts  came d ire c t 
ly  fro m  President Roosevelt 
th rou gh  Sidney H illm a n , p res i
dent o f the A m algam ated  C lo th 
in g  W orke rs  o f A m erica .

H illm a n  was so determ ined to  
ho ld a purge a t the convention 
Its e lf th a t i t  created a  co n flic t be
tw een h im se lf and Lew is  before 
the convention began.

W e have been in fo rm ed  th a t 
H illm a n  was so anxious to  begin 
a "red  - b a it in g ”  d rive  th a t he 
threatened to  take  the issue on 
the floo r d ire c tly .

Forces Hillman's Hand
Besides, H illm a n  was qu ite  

outspoken in  h is dem and th a t 
Lew is  m ake peace W ith  Roose
ve lt, and the CIO  convention go 
on record in  fu l l  suppo rt o f 
Roosevelt.

Lew is became disgusted w ith  
h is a lly , H illm a n , and decided to  
fo rce  h is hand in  advance o f the 
convention. Lew is ca lm ly  to ld  the 
C IO  executive council and lead
in g  figu res a t a jo in t  m eeting 
th a t he was go ing to  resign the 
cha irm anship.

T h is  announcem ent created 
consterna tion am ong those pres 
en t a t th a t m ee ting  fo r  i t  ap
peared th a t Lew is  was in  dead 
earnest about resign ing.

H illm a n  jum ped up and s tro n g 
ly  urged Lew is  to  reconsider his 
decision. He said he’d ra th e r have 
Lew is as president even i f  he 
tho ugh t Lew is was w ro n g  on 
some policies, especially w ith  re 
spect to  Roosevelt, than  to  have 
co rre c t policies adopted, ano 
Lew is  resign.

I t  was H illm a n ’s w ay o f say
in g  th a t he was w ill in g  to  re 
tre a t fro m  a d ras tic  ons laugh t on 
the  S ta lin is ts  a t the convention.

Lew is also re trea ted  fro m  his 
re fusa l to support the Roosevelt 
n e u tra lity  b i ll and w hateve r hes
ita t io n  he had on p u rg in g  the 
S ta lin is ts  was removed.

However, he was m uch s m a rt
e r in  his s tra te g y  than  H illm a n . 
H illm a n  w anted a d ra m a tic  
purge a t the  convention com bin
ed w ith  a s t ir r in g  ra l ly  to  line  
up the CIO  open ly  behind Roose
v e lt’s p ro -w a r po lic ies. t_

Lew is  bided 'his tim e  u n t il the 
convention was over. Then he 
w a lked  in to  the executive board 
m eeting and said b lu n tly  w h a t 
everyone knew  he had on his 
m ind.

Strong Language
The decision o f the  convention 

to  have an e ig h t m an d ire c tin g  
board consis ting  o f the officers 
and s ix  new vice-presidents was 
a s tro n g  h in t »to the  S ta lin is ts  
th a t  they were go ing  to  be le ft  
o u t in  the cold in so fa r as top 
leadership was Concerned.

B u t the tough ta lk  o f Lew is  to  
the board members was s trong e r 
than  the S ta lin is ts  had expected.

“ E v e ry  know n C om m unist P a r
ty  m em ber on the  p a y ro ll as o r
gan izer o r o th e r appo inted pos i
t io n  is  to  be fire d .”

" I f  there is any doubt abou t an 
ind iv idua l, g ive h im  the benefit 
p ro v id in g  he devotes h is  fu l l  t im e  
to  bu ild in g  the CIO.

“ W e’re no t go ing to  have a 
red -b a itin g  cam paign b u t we are 
go ing to  ge t r id  o f these people,

These are l i te ra lly  the exact 
words he used in  his ta lk .

W h ile  the C IO  top leaders are 
ca lcu la tin g  th a t the S ta lin is ts  
w i l l  accept th is  and keep quiet, 
H a rry  Bridges, C a lifo rn ia  d irec
to r  o f the C IO  appeared a t the 
woodw orkers convention to  help 
de feat a reso lu tion  condem ning 
Nazism , com m unism , etc.

T h is  fu rn ishes the  f ir s t  real 
test on the question o f the  S ta l
in is ts  in  the CIO.

W h a t action  w i l l  Lew is take 
a fte r  convention delegates p ro 
test abou t the “ in te rfe rence”  o f 
B ridges w ho was n o t an o ffic ia l 
delegate bu t on ly  a guest a t the 
w oodw orkers’ convention? Judg
in g  by press reports , the  dele
gates are determ ined to  launch 
a d rive  aga inst the  B ridges ac
tion .

S to rm y  w eathe r lies ahead in  
the C IO  movement.

A New Anti-W ar Pamphlet

Labor and the Second W orld W ar
(Continued fro m  P age 1)

Irish emigration and hoped that an Irishman would soon 
be as rare on the banks of the L i f fey as a red man on the 
banks o f the Hudson. In the first election after the war 
o f 1914-1918, the Irish people elected, out o f a hundred 
constituencies, seventy-six candidates who stood for Irish 
independence. British “ democracy”  recognized this expres
sion o f Irish democracy by murder, terror, and destruction. 
And when in 1921 the Irish had won a partial freedom by 
revolutionary struggle and sacrifice, British “ democracy” 
forced them to submit to a partition, creating the British 
colony o f Northern Ireland. From 1921 to this day the 
British-controlled government there has had the power 

;to arrest without warrant and keep in ja il without trial.
Such is the “ democracy”  o f Great Britain, a tyranny 

and oppression on which the sun has never set for over 
two hundred years.

French " Democracy"  No Better Than British
The history o f one modern imperialism is the history of 
them all. Second only to British “ democracy,”  and that 
only for lack o f opportunity, is French “ democracy.”  To
day forty millions o f Negroes, Algerians, Tunisians, and 
Moors in A frica  suffer for the power and profits of French 
“ democracy.”  Between 1911 and 1926 the population in 
French equatorial A frica  declined by six million. The peo
ple o f French Indo-China are in a state o f continuous re
volt. A t the last elections. Ta-thu-Thau and Tran-van- 
Trach, the revolutionary candidates o f the Fourth Inter 
national, were elected to the legislative council, one of them 
from the prison in which French “ democracy”  held him, 
a convincing testimony o f the people’s hatred for • their 
rulers. Such is the political repression that local Indo- 
Chinese editors-were jailed for reprinting articles appear
ing in the paper o f Leon Blum, the head o f the Popular 
Front government in Paris. In the same way, Ramsay 
McDonald, when Socialist Prime Minister o f Great B ri
tain, banned copies o f his own book on socialism from 
circulation in India.

War for Profit, Not for "Democracy"
These are the “ democracies.”  In the six years that the 

Nazis have ruled Germany, they did not have the oppor
tunity to commit a fraction o f the aggression, the tyranny, 
the destruction o f human liberty and democratic rights, 
that France and Britain have perpetrated since their last 
war for “ democracy.”

Democracy has nothing to do with this war. Does any
one in his senses believe that i f  Britain were a fascist 
state tomorrow it  would fight less desperately for the pro
fits o f its. Empire? When Chamberlain was being attacked 
for “ appeasing”  the fascist governments, he said in the 
House o f Commons that he finds it difficult to become en
thusiastic over forms of government. Today Chamberlain, 
as for years past, is try ing  to win over his ally, Mussolini, 
the v e ry  founder o f fascist barbarism. No, fascist or “ dem
ocratic,”  the imperialists are fighting because only by fight
ing can they prevent their immediate extinction. They 
have no alternative, and the first thing to understand

about these worldwide collisions is the nature o f capitalist 
economy, which drives the imperialists unceasingly to war.

The Nature of Capitalist Economy
To understand one great imperialist country is to under
stand all. And Great Britain, the classic example o f capi
talist development and imperialist expansion, offers the 
finest example for tracing the undeviating road o f capi
talist profits to imperialist war.

Up to 1851 Britain was the workshop o f the world, 
exploiting the British market and its great colony o f In 
dia, “ the brightest jewel in the British crown” — and the 
blackist page in British history. British industry was at 
its zenith. The wealth of the British ruling class came p ri
marily from industrial production, and in 1851 25% of 
the British population was engaged in the basic industries. 
Investments abroad were less than three billion dollars. 
F ifty  years afterwards the portion o f the population in 
basic industries was 15% instead o f 25%. But invest
ments abroad, three billion dollars in 1862, were fifty  b il
lions in 1901. This, in our period, is the curse o f capital
ist production from which it  cannot escape: mounting in
vestments abroad and a declining economy at home.

Between 1778, the beginning o f the industrial revolu
tion, and 1851, the characteristic capitalist owned and 
managed his factory and competed freely with his fellows. 
But as capitalism expands and profits accumulate, there :s 
an inevitable tendency to combination o f the larger firms 
and elimination o f the smaller. Any American city can 
give a dozen examples of this during the last twenty years. 
The bigger the combine, the greater the amount' o f cap
ital needed to finance its gigantic operations. Thus arises 
the financial capitalist, who has little or no connection with 
the management o f industry or the application o f capital 
to production.

The Effects of Finance-Capital
The wealth o f the country is controlled by a few thou

sand people whose only labor is to clip coupons and draw 
returns from investment. The old type o f capitalist sold 
goods at home and abroad. The modern finance-capitalist 
exports capital, first to rising imperialisms like America, 
as Britain did in the years before and after the Civil 
War, and then to more backward countries, where capi
tal is scarce and labor, land, and raw materials are cheap. 
Thus in his constant search for more profitable fields-of in
vestment, he creates industries abroad whose production 
competes w ith and undermines the industries at home. 
These industries, thus challenged, have to seek more and 
lx:tter markets for their goods and new sources o f raw 
materials.

Against the competition it had itself helped to create, 
British industry could not hold its own. While the in 
vestments were mounting from three to fifty  billions, the 
number o f workers in the textile industry declined from 
94 to 74 per 1000 o f the population. Once well started, 
this process moves at breakneck speed. Between 1901 and 
1914 British investments abroad jumped from fifty  to one 
hundred billion dollars, while textile workers declined from 
74 to 62 per 1000. The British working class was stirred

— By J. R. Johnson
into vigorous life  by the need o f self defence. In the 
twenty-five years between 1889 and 1914, at the very 
time when finance-capitalists were accumulating greater 
wealth than ever before, such were the working conditions 
and fluctuations o f wages in British industry that the 
British workers doubled the size o f their trade unions 
and, beginning in 1900, created a labor party that had 
nearly 150 members in Parliament before fifteen years 
had passed.

The Conflict of Imperialisms
But that very half century, 1851-1901, saw the emer

gence o f new imperialisms. Japan was drawn into the 
circle o f modern nations by Commodore Perry in 1854. 
Tsarist Russia made half a step forward by her semi- 
emancipation o f the serfs in 1861. By the destruction of 
the slave-power in 1865 America became a nation fu lly  or
ganized for capitalist development. Bismarck united the 
scattered States o f Germany in the war o f 1870 against 
France. Ita ly completed her struggle for national unity 
in 1870.

Except America, which still had the vast territories o f 
the West to exploit, every imperialist nation began a mad 
scramble fo r territory all over the globe, in the perpetual 
quest for new markets, sources o f raw materials, and 
fields for investment. In  twenty short years, 1880-1900, 
the vast continent o f A frica  was divided. Britain had 
long since established herself in China. She seized Burma. 
France seized Indo-China. Germany seized Kiaochow and 
Wei-hai-wei. She seized Samoa and half o f New Guinea; 
Great Britain seized the other half. B rita in and France 
almost fought over the control o f the head waters o f the 
Nile, but France decided that it  would be better to play 
second fiddle to Brita in in return fo r an alliance against 
Germany. Japan and Russia, both raiding China, fought 
it out in the Russo-Japanese war.

The German Challenge to British Imperialism
Germany, centrally situated in the heart o f Europe be

came the most dangerous rival o f Great Britain and with 
the most highly developed industrial technique in the 
world. Cheap German goods challenged B rita in ’s in every 
corner o f the globe. Germany planned a railway from Ber
lin to Bagdad along which fast trains would carry German 
goods into England’s precious Eastern markets. German 
capitalists clamored for more colonies and larger “ spheres 
o f influence,”  and more ominous than their words was 
the clang o f the shipyards building the German fleet. But 
long before 1914 all available territory had been seized. 
Germany could acquire new colonies only by taking them 
from other empires, particularly those o f Brita in and 
France.

A ll this time the imperialists were fighting each other 
by tariffs, quotas, trade agreements, boycotts, and other 
“ peaceful”  means. But they knew that this was a prepa
ration fo r a more sanguinary battle. Both sides multiplied 
armaments, consolidated alliances and prepared the peo
ple fo r the coming struggle by incessant nationalistic pro
paganda.

(T o  be continued)

EARL BROWDER 
ARRESTED ON 
FLIMSY CHARGE

Stalinists Reap Re
sults of Allegiance 
to Roosevelt

(Continued from  P a re  11
m ent, the  S ta lin is ts  are to  be 
persecuted. They are be ing p e r
secuted o n ly  in  p a r t  because they 
are supporte rs o f the  H it le r -S ta l
in  camp. Even m ore im p o rta n t, 
they  are be ing persecuted b y  the 
Roosevelt governm ent in  o rder to  
provide a precedent aga ins t the 
genuine re vo lu tio n a ry  v o i c e s  
w h ich  are be ing raised against 
A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
w ar.

The un ive rsa l ha tred  o f the 
masses aga inst S ta lin ’s alliance 
w ith  H it le r  m akes the  S ta lin is ts  
p a r tic u la r ly  vu lnerable, and th a t 
is w h y  the Roosevelt governm ent 
proceeds f ir s t  aga ins t them . They 
serve Roosevelt, however, m ere ly  
as a s ta r t in g  p o in t aga ins t a il 
m il ita n t  w orkers.

B row de r h im se lf, lik e  Thorez 
in  France, etc., is  reap ing  w h a t 
he sowed. He and the o th e r S ta l
in is t bu reaucra ts d id  th e ir  u t 
m ost to  w h itew ash  the  Roosevelt 
W a r Deal. U n t i l  th is  week, one 
could no t f in d  a w o rd  o f c r i t i 
cism  o f  Roosevelt o r  A tto rn e y  
General M u rp hy , who is d ire c tly  
responsible fo r  the present per
secution. A s  m uch as the S ta lin 
is ts  could, they  tied  the  w o rk in g  
class to  Roosevelt’s ove rlo rd 
ship. They are bu ilde rs  o f the 
prisons in  w h ich  the y  are now 
to  be incarcerated.
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B u t I  never spoke to  a  soul a t  the 
beaches, though  I  v is ited  them  
the ne x t day. . . . Boy, I  am a 
v ic t im  o f circum stances.”

T r ia l L ig h ts  to  D a te
The s to ry  o f the f irs t  tw o  t r i 

als is the s to ry  o f hand-picked 
ju r ie s  made up o f w e a lth y  fa rm 
ers and sm all business m en; o f 
D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  Anderson pa
rad ing  a long file  o f finks , scabs 
and W P A  o ffic ia ls  w ho to ld  a ll 
sorts o f lies abou t the defend
an ts ; o f Judge Joyce who in  his 
charge to  the ju r y  defined “ con
sp ira cy ”  in  such a w a y  th a t no 
un ion w o rk e r in  A m erica  w ou ld  
be found innocent; and o f the 
boss press and the c ity  and sta te 
o ffic ia ls  who cooperated w ith  
Roosevelt and M urp hy  to  sm ear 
the M inneapo lis unem ployed,' and 
aid in  the fram e-up.

Defense C om m ittee  Accepts 
Challenge

The A F L -W P A  Defense Com
m itte e  in  M inneapolis has accept
ed the challenge o f the federal 
governm ent and has announced 
i t  w i l l  appeal the cases o f a ll de
fendants to  the c irc u it  c o u rt o f 
appeals and to the  h ighest cou rt 
in  the land, i f  necessary.

Encouraged by news fro m  the 
executive council o f  the  A m e ri
can F edera tion  o f La bo r th a t  i t  
had passed a reso lu tion  p ro te s t
in g  aga ins t the M inneapo lis per

secution, the Defense Com m ittee 
is w o rk in g  w ith  the A F L -W P A  
Defense C om m ittee  o f S t. Pau l 
and o ffic ia ls  o f the S tate Feder
a tio n  o f Labo r to  c ircu la te  a ll 
unions in  M innesota, appealing 
fo r  financ ia l and m ora l support 
to the defense.

The W P A  Defense Com m ittee, 
headed by George M u rk  o f the 
M usic ians U n ion, has called a t
ten tion  to  the extrem e danger 
w h ich  the “ conspiracy”  charge 
constitu tes fo r  organ ized labo r 
everywhere. A s  defined by Judge 
Joyce and D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A n 
derson, to  be a consp ira to r in  
the eyes o f the governm ent, a 
w o rk e r doesn’t  have to  a c tu a lly  
conspire; he doesn’t  have to  know  
o f the existence o f the  o th e r con
sp ira to rs ; he doesn't have to  ach
ieve any resu lts  to  be a conspir
a to r; he doesn’t  have to  a c t w ith  
anyone else to  be a consp ira to r; 
he doesn’t  have to  a id  in  the con
ception o f the conspiracy.

To the governm ent, any m an o r 
wom an seems to be a consp ira to r 
who d idn ’ t  lik e  the w a ge -cu tting  
and jo b -des troy ing  p rov is ions of 
the Roosevelt-W oodrum  b ill.

The A F L -W P A  Defense Com
m ittee , de term ined to  p reven t the 
governm ent fro m  estab lish ing 
such a dangerous precedent, has 
accepted the burden o f appealing 
the ve rd ic t in  the  f ir s t  tw o  tr ia ls . 
The Defense C om m ittee  appeals 
to  unions everywhere to  donate

generously to  the defense fund, 
to  m a il checks and p ro te s t reso
lu tion s  to  C la ir  Johnson, secre
ta ry -tre a su re r, M inneapo lis A F L - 
W P A  Defense Com m ittee, 18 
N o rth  8 th  S treet, M inneapolis.

Some Ang les to  the  T r ia ls
The class na tu re  o f the  perse

cu tion  o f the M inneapo lis unem 
ployed in  the present tr ia ls  is 
ind ica ted by  several c ircum stanc
es:

1. On O ctober 2, the federa l 
governm ent moved fo r  a d ism is
sal o f consp iracy charges aga inst 
52 coal companies and opera tors 
o f H a rla n  C ounty where bloody 
te rro r  aga ins t the m iners has 
reigned fo r  years. The federa l 
governm ent doesn’t  move to  d is
m iss the conspiracy charges ag
a ins t the M inneapo lis w orkers, 
though, i t  presses the charges ev- 
e i m ore harsh ly.

2. N o t a single w o rk e r has been 
selected on e ithe r o f the f ir s t  tw o  
ju ries . A l l  ju ro rs  have been e ith 
er businessmen o r w e ll-o ff fa rm 
ers. Despite the fa c t th a t  defense 
w itnesses were able to  sha tte r 
tes tim on y  o f the finks, the dis
t r ic t  a tto rn e y  has been able to 
p lay  on the  class pre judices and 
supers titions o f the ju ro rs  to  p o r
t ra y  defendants as dangerous en
emies o f the state, and to  secure 
convictions.

3. In  his charges to  the ju ries , 
Judge Joyce so defines “ conspir
acy”  as to  p ra c tic a lly  o rder the 
Jury to  con v ic t the defendants.

4. B o th  in  the ba il asked and 
in  the pena lty  defined in  the new 
re lie f law , poor unem ployed w o rk 
ers who never exp lo ited anyone 
in  th e ir  lives are con fronted w ith  
s t if fe r  te rm s tha n  placed aga inst 
real honest-to-G od crooks. F o r 
instance, the  no torious Judge 
M anton, 10th ra n k in g  judge in  
the U n ited  States, was recen tly  
found g u ilty  o f se llin g  jus tice

over his bench lik e  so m any rot-1  
ten vegetables. M an ton  accepted 
over one m illio n  do lla rs in  bribes 
fro m  his w e a lth y  “ c lien ts.”  Y e t 
ba il fo r  M an ton  was set a t on ly 
$10,000, the same figu re  o r ig in 
a lly  asked by  the  governm ent in  
the case o f $60.50-a-month W P A  
w orkers. M an ton  is  a  d i r ty  crook; 
the W P A  w o rke rs  are g u ilty  on ly  
o f s tr ik in g  aga ins t the oppress
ive  prov is ions o f the  re lie f law .

M an ton  on ly  faces a sentence 
o f tw o  years in  prison and a fine 
o f $10,000.

The defendants in  the W P A  
tr ia ls  face exa c tly  the  same sen
tence as M an ton— tw o  years and 
$ 10,000.

5. I t  so happened th a t a t the 
same tim e the f ir s t  M inneapo lis 
W P A  t r ia l  was on, a 47-year-old 
banke r named Joseph Person was 
being tr ie d  in  th is  c ity  fo r  his 
ad m itted  m urd e r o f h is aged m o
ther. Person, the protege o f the 
w e a lth y  C arpenter fa m ily , beat 
his old m othe r to  death w ith  a 
k itche n  chair.

The W P A  defendants were 
found g u ilty . The ju r y  found P er
son— no t g u ilty . The boss cou rts  
have decided i t  is  a g rea te r crim e 
to  s tr ik e  aga inst the governm ent 
than i t  is  to  beat you r ow n m o
th e r to  death.

MAJOR SIRUGGLES AHEAD IN 
INDIA AS BRITISH RULERS 
REJECT DEMAND FOR FREEDOM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

H O W  A B O U T  A  L IT T L E  H a un t
th is  S A T U R D A Y  N IG H T , Oct. 
28, a t the  U pper W est Side 
Branch, 916— 9th Ave., near 
59th St. ? A dm iss ion 33c.

G IR L  TO  S H A R E  un furn ished 
apartm en t, southern exposure, 
p r iv a te  entrance to  room, $15 
a m onth, 28 E. Second St., cor. 
2nd Ave. W r ite  Socia lis t A p 
peal, c /o  S tanley.
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is made o f a  d is ta n t “ D om in ion 
S ta tus”  to  be reached by g radua l 
con s titu tion a l stages- ( la s tin g  a 
few  cen tu ries? ).

Even in  the la s t w a r the  B r i
tish  made m ore concrete p ro m 
ises fo r  independence upon com 
p le tion  o f the w a r. T h is  tim e  
the re  was n o t even a prom ise up
on w h ich  the rea c tion a ry  G andhi 
could hang his h a t o r lo in  clo th .

The conservative P rem ier o f 
M adras is quoted as re fe rr in g  to  
the s ta tem ent as “ deeply disap
po in ting . . . .”

B u t i t  was o n ly  a “ d isappo in t
m en t”  to those who expected 
som eth ing fro m  the B r it is h , o r 
aimed a t deceiv ing the w o rke rs  
and peasants in to  expecting 
som eth ing. The B r it is h  im p e ria l
is ts  g ive no th ing , absolute ly 
no th in g— they have long been in  
the ha b it o f tak in g .

N o Concessions
(3) W h a t p lans can be made 

fo r  fu tu re  co-operation in  the 
w a r?  Here the V ice roy  gets down 
to  brass tacks and proposes a 
“ un ited  f ro n t ”  o f a ll In d ia n  class
es in  suppo rt o f the  “ common 
cause.”  T h a t is, Ind ian  m anpower 
to die on the ba ttle fie lds  o f E u r
ope and A s ia  to  assure a con tinu 
ous flow  o f go ld  fo r  the B r it is h  
money-baggers.

L in lith g o w , w h ile  openly h in t
in g  a t the necessity fo r  “ Ind ia n  
u n ity ,”  has n o t as y e t sw ung 
w id e ly  w ith  h is im p e ria lis t police 
club. B u t kno w in g  the bloody his

to ry  o f B r it is h  ru le  in  In d ia  fo r  
150 years we can expect fu l l  en
forcem ent o f the m il ita ry  d ic ta 
to rsh ip  i f  the  Congress leaders do 

, no t' come to  heel sho rtly .
I The to tte r in g  B r it is h  E m p ire  is 
in  such a  sta te  o f a ffa irs  th a t i t  

.cannot even o ffe r a c rum b to  its  
j lo ya l servant, Gandhi, and his 
fo llo w e rs ! B r i t i s h  im p e ria lism , 
j lias no th in g  fo r  its  colonies b u t 
increased exp lo ita tion , conscrip 

t io n  in to  mass arm ies and b ru ta l 
police rule.

I F o r the vast masses o f B r it is h  
. and N a tive  Ind ia , Ceylon, H ong
kong, A fgh an is ta n , T ibe t, Ira n , 
Ira q , Palestine— the s to ry  is the 
same. They w i l l  supp ly th e ir  
m anpower, food products, raw  
m ateria ls , m in e ra l w e a lth — a ll to  
be bombed, sunk and destroyed 
by B r ita in ’s r iv a l im peria lis ts . 
The w e a lth  o f m ig h ty  peoples is 
to  be squandered in  a fu t i le  a t
te m p t to  keep a live  a d y in g  ru l
in g  class and its  e xp lo itin g  sys
tem.

r'he m om ent i t  became clear 
th a t the  endless nego tia tions had 
been useless; the m om ent i t  be
came apparent th a t the B r it is h  
had revealed themselves a ll over 
again to be no th in g  b u t slave 
m asters— then a s to rm  o f p ro te s t 
broke ove r Ind ia .

T h is b it te r  h o s t ility  was direct-1 
ed n o t o n ly  aga inst the  B r it is h ,!  
bu t aga inst its  would-be support- j 
ers and agents— the conservative [ 
Congress leaders w ith  G andhi 
and N ehru  a t  th e ir  head.

These spokesmen fo r  the  na
tive , In d ia n  c a p ita lis t class have 
led “ P opu la r F ro n t"  m in is tr ie s  in  
the 8 provinces fo r  2% years 
now. In  th a t  tim e  th e y  have con
ducted themselves as a d m in is tra 
to rs  o f the B r it is h  ru le , b rin g in g  
upon themselves the deep hatred 
o f In d ia ’s w o rke rs  and peasants.

Masses W a n t to  F ig h t
I f  they  ac t now i t  is  o n ly  be

cause (1) the B r it is h  s p it in  th e ir 
faces before the en tire  w o rld ; (2) 
they were forced to  a c t due to 
the explosive pow er created by 
the popu la tion  o f In -^a  w v>~"” ’ n t 
tc  f ig h t  now  fo r  th e ir  freedom. 
These t ra ito rs  ac t o n ly  uuuef uie 
sharpest com pulsion o f  the  w o rk 
ers and peasants, and then on ly  
in  a  lim ite d  way.

The lead ing .W o rk ing  C om m it
tee o f the Congress in  its  reso lu
tio n  in s tru c tin g  the  m in is tr ie s  to 
resign made i t  c lear th a t i t  w ants 
no mass s trugg le  fo r  freedom  a t 
th is  tim e  (o r  eve r). I t  is  a tte m p t
in g  to w r in g  a few  pa rlia m en ta ry  
concessions o f a m in o r na tu re  
fro m  the B r it is h . N ego tia tions 
fa ile d ; now the y ’l l  t r y  threats. 
A nd  so, th e ir  reso lu tion  w arns 
aga inst mass sa tyag raha  (c iv il 
d i s o b e d i e n c e )  and p o lit ic a l 
s trikes.

B u t the reso lu tion  o f the 375,- 
000,000 In d ia n  slaves reads en 
t ire ly  d iffe re n t! T he irs  is  a reso
lu tio n  o f determ ined s tru g g le  fo r  
freedom  and independence. Des
p ite  the  w i l l  o f the  hand fu l o f I n 
d ian bosses and land lords, the 
present ac tion  ind ica tes the be
g in n in g  o f a revo lu tiona ry  s tru g 
gle  . fo r  In d ia ’s freedom . I t  w i l l  
n o t be hard  to  buy o ff the  con
serva tive  Congress leaders— bu t 
the w o rke rs  and peasants can 
never be bought off. The f irs t  po
te n tia lly  re vo lu tio n a ry  cris is  o f 
the  w a r is  a t hand. O f th a t there 
can be no doubt.



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1939 SOCIALIST APPEAL

THE
“ LA B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  CAN  
NO'I E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R I- 
LA B O R  W IT H  A B L A C K  S K IN  IS 
B R A N D E D ’’— K A R L  M A R X .

NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. Johnson

F ra n k lin  Roosevelt ja ile d  E a r l B row de r and i t  has no th in g  to 
do w ith  passports. I t  is  a  p o lit ic a l ac t. Soon there w i l l  be others, 
inc lud ing  perhaps the a rre s t o f James Ford, the b lack  Com m issar. 
F ord  m ay be arrested fo r  sedition, o r  fo r  r id in g  on the  w ro n g  side 
o f the  road. B u t w ha teve r the charge th a t also would be a p o lit ic a l 
act, and m ust be judged as such. Negroes m ust w a tch  th e ir  step 
and no t ju m p  to  e a rly  conclusions.

The stooges o f A m erican  cap ita lism , the  ‘ 'dem ocracy”  tru m p e t
ers, w i l l  re jo ice th a t A m erica  has been saved; and the stooges o f 
the M oscow bureaucracy, the S ta lin is ts , w i l l  w a il th a t  A m erica  has 
been lost. B o th  lie. W e have here a ve ry  com plica ted s itua tion , and 
the Negroes m ust be w e ll prepared aga ins t the barrage o f p ropagan
da th a t the S ta lin is ts , in  p a rtic u la r, w i l l  le t  loose upon them.

F irs t  o f a ll, no class-conscious w o rke rs  anywhere, and least o f 
a ll the revo lu tiona ry  socia lists, the  T ro tsky is ts , w a n t to  see F ra n k 
lin  Roosevelt ja il in g  any m em bers o f a w o rk in g  class o rgan iza tion . 
The C om m unist P a r ty  is a w o rk in g  class organ iza tion . The S ta lin 
ists have thousands o f good w o rke rs  in  th e ir  ranks, honest, sincere, 
devoted. They s t i l l  have some Negroes who th in k  th a t by w o rk in g  in 
the C om m unist P a r ty  the y  are w o rk in g  fo r  the dow n-trodden N e
groes and a ll oppressed hu m an ity . W e respect th e ir  devotion. We 
respect also th e ir  stomach. I f  a f te r  a ll B row de r and F ord  tau gh t 
them  d u rin g  the la s t five  years the y  can now sw a llow  the S ta lin - 
H it le r  P ac t and the invasion o f Poland, then the y  m ay sw a llow  any
th ing . Y e t ou r d ispute w ith  them  rem ains a com rade ly one. B u t w ith  
Brow der, Foster, A m te r, and F o rd  i t  is d iffe ren t. W e believe and 
have proved th a t  th e y  are double-dyed scoundrels, deceivers o f the 
w o rk in g  class.

We stand fo r  the p rinc ip le  th a t a ll w o rke rs ’ leaders, r ig h t  o r 
w rong, honest or co rrup t, are responsible to  the w o rkers  alone. A nd 
we ca ll upon the w o rke rs  to  oppose Roosevelt and his ca p ita lis t 
gang, in  any in te rfe rence  w ith  the  w o rk in g  class, even though they 
t r y  to  disguise i t  w ith  a smoke-screen about false passports.

We W ill Do Our Own Work
Y e t we o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l are no frien ds  o f B row der, 

agent o f S ta lin , th a t m urde re r o f revo lu tiona ry  w orkers. The “ dem 
ocracy”  specia lists w i l l  denounce B row der and the S ta lin is ts  fo r  be
ing  agents o f S ta lin  as they w i l l  denounce F r itz  K u h n  fo r  be ing an 
agent o f H it le r .  Here aga in  we m ust m ake o u r a tt itu d e  clear. F o r 
us i t  is  a question o f class. I f  Roosevelt p u t F r i tz  K u h n  in  ja i l  fo r  
tw e n ty  years, th a t is  none o f o u r business .K uhn is  a Fascis t, a 
m em ber o f a  rea c tion a ry  p o lit ic a l o rg an iza tio n  dedicated to  the 
suppression o f the w orkers. He is o u r m o rta l enemy, as B row de r is. 
B u t we don’t  ask Roosevelt to  deal w ith  B row de r and we condemn i t  
when he does.

W e don’t  ask Roosevelt to  deal w ith  K uh n  e ither. B u t we don 't 
care i f  he does. L e t Roosevelt ja i l  K u h n  and then le t  H it le r  ja i l  the 
head o f thé  A m erican  embassy in  B e rlin . T w e n ty  years a  piece, o r 
fo r ty  fo r  th a t  m a tte r. T h a t is  th e ir  c a p ita lis t business, n o t ours. 
W h a t we ask the w o rke rs  to  do Is to  sweep K u h n  and h is  B und is ts  
and C oughlin  and his gangs o ff the streets whenever they show 
th e ir  faces there  to  preach Fascism . W e besieged the B undists  a t 
th e ir  m eeting in  M adison Square Garden la s t year. W e sw ept them  
o ff the streets in  Los Angeles. We frig h te n e d  them  o ff i t  in  San 
Francisco. Is  i t  because K uhn is an agent o f a fo re ign  pow er? R ub
bish. I t  is because he is an agent o f Fascism — the enemy o f the 
w orkers. In  the  same w a y  we are aga ins t B row der, n o t because he 
is an agent o f a fo re ign  power, (w h ich  he is ) b u t because he is an 
agent o f S ta lin  w ho is an enemy o f the w orke rs , though  in  a d iffe r
ent w ay  tha n  H itle r .

In  the days o f Len in  and T ro ts k y  fo r  instance, the C om m unist 
P a rty  g o t financ ia l assistance and advice fro m  Moscow. I t  was the 
d u ty  o f every w o rk e r to support th a t. Len in  and T ro ts k y , the M os
cow governm ent, were revo lu tion is ts . They considered themselves 
and Russia as be ing m ere ly  one detachm ent o f the in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class. W hatever the y  d id  in  Russia, in  China, in  A m erica  o r 
in  A fr ic a , the y  a lw ays d id  i t  fro m  th is  p o in t o f v iew . They a lw ays 
asked: “ H ow  does th is  he lp the w o rke rs  in  th e ir  s tru g g le ? ”  O n ly  a 
backw ard w o rk e r would denounce a C om m unist o f those days as 
being an agent o f a fo re ign  power. A s a m a tte r o f fa c t he was not. 
He was an agen t o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class m ovem ent, o f 
w h ich  re vo lu tio n a ry  Russia was the head.

Browder and Ford Are Traitors to Labor
B u t today B row de r is the  agen t of the  M oscow bureaucracy. 

S ta lin  and his bu reaucra ts are concerned on ly  w ith  th e ir  own sk in  
and th e ir  ow n bellies. They deceive the  w o rke rs  in  every cou n try  
and t r y  to  use them  fo r  th e ir  ow n selfis haim s. So w h ile  Roosevelt 
and the lovers o f “ dem ocracy”  denounce B row de r fo r  being an 
agent o f a fo re ig n  power, we denounce h im  and James F o rd  as be
in g  agents o f a t r a ito r  o f the w o rke rs  ,and fo r  being tra ito rs  them 
selves.

A nd  w h y  are they  tra ito rs ?  F o rd  is go ing  to  be run n ing  a ll 
over the c o u n try  (he had be tte r d rive  on the  r ig h t  side o f the road), 
te ll in g  Negroes th a t the S ta lin is ts  are being persecuted because 
they are opposing the w ar. They w i l l  hold up B row de r and them 
selves as m a rty rs  fo r  “ dem ocracy,”  and as a n ti-w a r figh te rs . I t  
looks w e ll on the surface b u t when F o rd  and the S ta lin is ts  s ta r t  
th is  b leat, Negroes should ask James F o rd  a few  questions lik e  
these.

W hy  did  you f ig h t so hard  fo r  Spanish “ dem ocracy,”  F o rd?  W hy  
pact w ith  H it le r ,  te ll in g  us th a t  w e m us t m ake a “ dem ocra tic  
fro n t”  aga inst F asc is t aggression? Y ou w ro te  a book, F ord , called 
"th e  N egro and the D em ocra tic  F ro n t.”  In  i t  you to ld  us Negroes to 
jo in  up w ith  th is  same A tto rn e y  General M u rp h y  and th is  same 
F ra n k lin  Roosevelt, who have ja ile d  B row der. You to ld  us Negroes 
to do th a t to  save A m erican  “ dem ocracy” ? W h y  the devil d id  you 
do tha t, F o rd?  You are no t a dope. Y ou kno w  better. Y ou used to 
spend m uch tim e  te ll in g  us th a t “ dem ocracy”  w asn’t  w o rth  f ig h tin g  
fo r, th a t the on ly  th in g  to  f ig h t  fo r  was Socialism . Look a t w h a t 
A m erican "dem ocracy”  is do ing  to  you now. W h y  did  you co rru p t 
us a ll these recent years ?

W hy did  yo u fig h t so hard fo r  Spanish “ dem ocracy,”  F o rd?  W hy  
did you and B row de r and S ta lin  and a ll y o u r people in  Spain m urder 
and k idnap  T ro tsky ite s , and m il ita n t  anarch is ts  w ho w anted to  
o ve rth row  cap ita lism  in  Spain? W h a t made you love “ dem ocracy” 
so m uch in  Spain, F ord , th a t you a m an o f A fr ic a n  descent never 
once raised y o u r voice fo r  the independence o f the M oors in  the 
Spanish M orocco? W hen-M usso lin i a ttacked  E th io p ia  w h y  d id  you r 
m aster S ta lin  sell o il to  I ta ly ?  A nd  w h y  did you no t m obilize N e
groes and w h ite  w o rke rs  everywhere to  denounce the League o f 
N a tions as a sure tra p  and po in t o u t th a t on ly  the organized w o rk 
ers could he lp E th io p ia . W h y  d idn ’t  you do these th ings, Ford, you 
and y o u r p a r ty ? ”

(To be continued)

ON THE BALLOT

The Socialist Party and Its Lovestone Allies 
Continue to Cover Up the ALP's War Position

Max Shachtman— Candidate in the Bronx

RANK AND FILE LOGGERS REVOLT 
AGAINST STALINIST MISRULE

T R O T S K Y ’S A R T IC L E  ON 
T H E  U K R A IN E  
E d ito r:

I ’ve enjoyed reading T ro ts k y ’s 
a rtic le  on the “ Independence o f 
the U k ra in e  and Sectarian M ud- 
dleheads.”  There is a golden op
p o r tu n ity  now fo r  the  U k ra in ia n  
w o rkers  in  the U S and Canada to 
un ite  and f ig h t S ta lin ism . B u t 
someone m ust show the way. 
T ro ts k y  is the one who could 
w o rk  ou t a concrete “ P rog ram  
fo r  the U k ra in e ’s Independence.”

I  read the S oc ia lis t Appea l and 
like  i t  ve ry  much. I t  has a g re a t 
deal o f pow erfu l s tu ff. Y o u r pa
per m ust somehow reach the U k 
ra in ia n  masses in  the  U S — De-

tro it ,  Chicago, P itts b u rg h  a n d  
N ew  Y o rk . Yours,

George Bachur.

A  W O R D  O F  P R A IS E  
To Socia lis t A ppea l:
M ay  th is  card serve bo th  as a 

notice o f change o f address,and 
a b it  o f p .a ise  fo r  the S ocia lis t 
Appeal. O n ly in  you r paper cau 
I  find  a tru e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f the 
nows behind the news, o r a c lear 
analysis o f the bew ilde ring  m ove
m ents o f the C om m unist P a rty . 
Y ou r ideas have m y  sym pa thy 
and support. I  am a new sub
scriber and th o ro ug h ly  enjoyed 
the f irs t  tw o  issues o f y o u r paper 
th a t  I  received. . . .  R . K .

(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P ag e  1)
tra d it io n  —  the S ailo rs U n ion  o f 
the P ac ific  g o t its  b e lly fu ll of 
th is  s tr ik e b re a k in g  in  the  Shep
ard L ine “ beef”  in  San Francisco.

F igu res  Fa ls ified
S trike b re a k in g  by  B r i d g e s  

found its  n a tu ra l cou n te rp a rt in  
fa ls ified  s ta tis tic s  by  S ta lin is t 
P r itc h e tt,  whom  he came to  de
fend aga inst the lum berjacks. 
Instead o f the fa n ta s tic  figu re  o f 
100,000 boasted by  P r itc h e tt  a t 
the C IO  convention, a  delegate 
fro m  F ores t Grove was able to 
dem onstra te th a t  the re  were no 
m ore than  25,000 actua l dues- 
pa y in g  m em bers in  the  IW A . 
Padded figu res a lw ays sub s titu te  
fo r  solid un ion achievem ent in  
S ta lin is t-r id d e n  unions.

N ow  a f te r  a tw o -yea r bureau
c ra tic  ru le  in  w h ich  $30,000 was 
borrowed fro m  John L. eLw is, 
the top  clique is t r y in g  to  en
force its  m ism anagem ent by
d ra in in g  ano the r tw e n ty  - five 
cents in  add ition  to  the present 
pe r-cap ita  tax . To m a in ta in  its  
hold upon the un ion, to  crush 
its  opposition,, the  S ta lin is t re
g im e had recourse to  its  usual 
m ethods o f te rro r. Says Don H el- 
m ick , one o f the  leaders o f the 
O pposition:

“ . . he (B ridges) demanded
th a t  I  jo in  the C om m unist P a rty . 
I f  I  refused he said he w ou ld  run 
me o u t o f the in d u s try . They can 
ca ll i t  R ed-ba iting , b u t i f  people 
te ll me I ' l l  ‘jo in  the p a r ty ’ o r
th e y ’l l  run  me out, I ’l l  f ig h t
back."

To purge the loggers ’ o rg an iz 
a tio n  o f th is  w reck ing , d isorgan- 
iz inug  clique, the w o rke rs  fro m  
the m a in  centers o f the  in dus try , 
P o rtland , Tacoma, Aberdeen and 
R aym ond fo rm ed th e ir  qaucus 
w ith  the m a in  a im  o f d r iv in g  the 
S ta lin is ts  fro m  office. In  the tw o  
m ain  contests on the floor, the 
oppos ition  came w ith in  a h a ir 
o f de fea ting  the a d m in is tra tion . 
A  typ ica l S ta lin is t “ u n ity "  p ro 
posal to squelch the opposition 
was ca rried  by the s lim  vote  o f 
123 fo r  and 107 agains. A  p ro 
posal to b a r C om m unists fro m  
m em bership was defeated 129 to 
99.

T w o-fo ld  Developm ent
The re v o lt in  the loggers o rga

n iza tion  represents a tw o  - fo ld  
development. On the one hand i t  
is undeniable th a t the a n ti-p o lit
ica l proposals o f the opposition 
as reflected in  th e ir  reso lu tion 
“ to bar com m unists”  takes its  
lead d ire c tly  fro m  Lew is. B u t  a t 
the same tim e, th is  opposition 
ixm een tra tes  a ll Che anger o f 
m il ita n t  w o rke rs  aga inst m a lad 
m in is tra tio n .

E xc lu d in g  the dangerous “ a n t i
com m un is t" reso lu tion  —  w h ich 
can even tua lly  be d irected a t  a ll 
m ilita n ts — the loggers re v o lt had 
its  v ig o ro us ly  hea lthy  aspects. 
I ts  rea c tion a ry  fea tu res were the 
excrescence o f S ta lin is t m islead- 
ership. To separate these tenden
cies, to  s treng then  the  progress
ives and iso la te  the reactionaries 
is the d u ty  o f class conscious m il
itan ts . 1

I t  was p robab ly  because o f th is  
v igorous in te rve n tio n  o f the  ran k  
and file  th a t Lew is ’ representa
tiv e  W illia m  D a lrym p le , new C IO  
d ire c to r fo r  Oregon, took an “ im 
p a r t ia l”  v iew  o f the dispute. Le w 
is w an ts  the purge b u t he does 
no t w a n t the ra n k  and file  to  
sweep the house clean o f the  bu
reaucra ts. T h a t is  a  dangerous 
procedure— fo r  Lew is. B u t i t  is 
a procedure fo r  trade  un ion is ts  
to fo llo w  where th e ir  un ions are 
plagued w ith  an epidem ic o f S ta l
in ism .

I t  is  s ig n ifica n t th a t the lo g 
gers convention could see a  peace 
patched up between Lew is  and 
the S ta lin is ts . T h a t u n ity  is, o f 
course, qu ite  precarious. I t .  was 
cemented aga inst the  m ilita n ts  
T h is  was an im p o rta n t reason fo r  
the o r ig in a l co llabora tion . To
m orro w  the w ound w i l l  open ag
a in— b u t o n ly  a t  the  top. W e re
peat th a t the ran k  and f ile  can
no t tru s t  Lew is to  purge the 
S ta lin is ts . I t  can re ly  on ly  upon 
its  ow n forces. O therw ise i t  ex
changes one bureaucracy fo r  an
other, fro m  the f r y in g  pan in to  
the fire . W ith o u t the decisive in 
te rven tion  o f the ra n k  and file, 
Lew is w i l l  replace a S ta lin is t d ic 
ta to r  w ith  one o f h is own. W ith  
it ,  ra n k  and file  con tro l and de
m ocracy w il l  eradicate a ll b u r
eaucracy and class co llabora tion . 
There is no th ird  road.

B y  F E L IX  M O R R O W

I t  has become necessary to  appeal aga in  to  every w o rk e r *o 
acqua in t h im se lf w ith  the  ac tu a l te x t o f the  "specia l reso lu tion  on 
the European con flic t,”  adopted by  the A m erican  La bo r P a r ty  s ta te  
executive com m ittee  on O ct. 4 and endorsed th a t same evening by  a 
conference o f N ew  Y o rk  C ity  delegates. The te x t was published in  
the N .Y . T imes, O ct .5, in  the N ew  Leader, Oct. 14, and is  ava ilab le  
a t the A .L .P . offices, 151 W est 40 St., N ew  Y o rk .

I t  has become necessary, because a  concerted e ffo r t  is  be ing 
made to  conceal and d is to r t  the m eaning o f the reso lu tion. The cap i
ta lis t  press con tribu ted  p o w e rfu lly  to  the  confusion, la be lling  i t  
m ere ly  as an “ a n ti-re d ”  reso lu tion. In  the  A .L .P . branches, where 
the members are now  v o tin g  on the  reso lu tion , the speeches sup
p o rtin g  i t  are a lm ost e n tire ly  lim ite d  to  denuncia tions o f the  S ta lln - 
H it le r  pact. The “ le f t  w in g ”  supporte rs o f the reso lu tion, the N o r
m an Thom as socia lis ts  and the  Lovestoneites, are conn iv ing  a t th is  
“ descrip tion ”  o f the reso lution.

In  a  series o f a rtic les , we have described the ac tua l con tent o f 
the reso lu tion, and quoted its  m a in  sections. W e have dem onstrated 
th a t the m a in  section o f the reso lu tion, c o n s titu tin g  its  fundam enta l 
m o tiva tion , is  a dec la ra tion  in  fa v o r  o f A ng lo -F re nch  im p e ria lism  
in  its  w a r aga inst the H itle r -S ta lin  camp. F ro m  th is  p ro -A lly  o rie n t
a tion, the  reso lu tion  proceeds to  d raw  tw o  im m edia te  conclusions: 
to suppo rt Roosevelt’s proposal to  l i f t  the em bargo, and to  denounce 
the S ta lin is ts  fo r  th e ir  "ca llous d isrega rd ”  o f the  fa te  o f the  
“ democracies.”  W e ask every w o rk e r to  com pare o u r analysis and 
quota tions o f the reso lu tion  w ith  the f u l l  te x t o f the reso lution. 
There is no m iddle ground on th is  im p o rta n t question o f fa c t.

Breaks Silence— But Not Completely
The Oct. 28 C a ll f in a lly  breaks silence, and gives us the f irs t  

o ffic ia l exp lana tion  o f the S ocia lis t P a r ty ’s support o f the reso lution. 
I t  does no t p r in t  the  te x t o f the reso lu tion, and w ith  good reason! 
F o r  its  descrip tion  o f the  reso lu tion  is  u t te r ly  dishonest. O f the  fa c t  
th a t the fundam enta l m o tiv a tio n  o f the reso lu tion  is p ro -A lly , The 
C a ll says no t a w ord. O f the fa c t th a t  the reso lu tion  denounces 
S ta lin  and the S ta lin is ts  fro m  a de m ocra tic -im pe ria lis t standpo in t, 
and fro m  no o the r s tandpo in t, The C a ll breathes n o t a  h in t.

O f the fa c t  th a t the S oc ia lis t p a r ty  m em ber, F ra n k  Crosswaith , 
A .L .P . candidate, “ expressed unqua lified  approva l fo r  the  reso lu
t io n ”  as a whole, in c lud in g  the sections su p po rting  Roosevelt’s p ro 
posal to  l i f t  the embargo, The C a ll says no t a  w ord, a lthough  i t  hap
p i ly  in fo rm s  us th a t C rossw aith ’s chances fo r  e lecto in are ve ry  
good.

In  add ition  to  its  general s to ry , The C a ll publishes an "exp lana
t io n ”  by H a r ry  W . La id le r, the  o th e r S oc ia lis t candidate on the 
A .L .P . t ic k e t. This, too, fa ils  to  quote the  m a in  sections o f the 
reso lu tion. The g is t o f L a id le r ’s a lib i is  g iven in  th is  pa rag raph :

“ I  th in k  th a t i t  was u n fo rtu n a te  th a t  the n e u tra lity  
reso lu tion  was incorpora ted  in  the  reso lu tion on the p a rt, on 
d ic ta to rsh ip  and on C om m unist con tro l, b u t the general 
p u rp o rt o f the en tire  reso lu tion was know n to  a ll.”
T h is  sham efu l a lib i should deceive no one. The "genera l p u rp o rt 

o f the en tire  reso lu tion ”  is fo r  suppo rt o f the  A ng lo -F re nch  im p e r
ia lis ts .

The Oct. 21 W orke rs  A ge  (Lovestoneites) is equa lly  brazen. I t  
declares e d ito r ia lly :

“ H owever, i t  appears obvious to  us th a t, in  the reso lu
tion  as i t  stands, the  arm s-em bargo section is no m ore than 
a ‘r id e r,’ o f e n tire ly  secondary im portance, w h ile  the a n ti-  
S ta lin is  tang le  is o f pa ram oun t significance. Therefore, 
w here the reso lu tion  cannot be div ided— and we are g ra ti-  
fie ld  to  lea rn  th a t  i t  is  being d iv ided in  a num ber o f A .L .P . 
branches— we urge a ll m em bers o f the A .L .P . to  vote in  
fa v o r o f it ,  ta k in g  the o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ake c lear th e ir  posi
t io n  on the  question o f n e u tra l ity  and the arm s em bargo.”
The de libera te fa ls ific a tio n  o f w h ich  the Thom as-Lovestone 

apologists are g u ilty  w i l l  be apparen t to  any w o rk e r w ho reads the 
te x t  o f the  A .L.P . reso lu tion. So m uch fo r  the question o f fac t.

They Abandoned Fundamental Principles
W hy have we dw e lt on th is  question over m any a rtic le s ?  Be

cause the  sham efu l conduct o f the Thom as-Lovestone cam p demon
stra tes how fa ta l i t  is  to  abandon the fundam enta l p rinc ip les  o f the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  aga inst w ar.

In  the f ig h t aga inst w a r, Le n in  ta u g h t us, o u r f i r s t  d u ty  is  to  
a tta c k  the w ar-m ongers  in  o u r “ ow n”  cou n try . L iebknech t concen
tra te d  th is  th o u g h t in  h is im m o rta l slogan: “ The enemy is a t home.”  
Since they believed th a t on ly  the w o rk in g  class can re a lly  f ig h t 
aga inst w a r, ou r teachers f irs t  o f  a ll conducted an irreconcileable 
s trugg le  aga inst chauvin ism  in  the la b o r m ovem ents o f th e ir  own 
countries. F o r on ly  a  la bo r m ovem ent un ited  aga ins t chauvin ism  
could f ig h t aga inst w a r. These fundam enta l p rinc ip les, c a re fu lly  
tho ugh t o u t and elaborated by  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis ts 1 
d u r in g  the F ir s t  W o rld  W ar, are equa lly  applicab le to  the Second 
W orld  W ar.

Is  th is  denied by  anyone w ho ca lls  h im se lf an in te rn a tio n a lis t ?

Y e t these p rinc ip les  are a lready be ing v io la ted , in  p ractice , b y  the 
avowed “ in te rn a tio n a lis ts ”  o f N o rm an  Thom as' S oc ia lis t p a r ty  and 
the Lovestoneites.

W ho are the chauv in is ts  in  the A m erican  la bo r m ovem ent? The 
C IO  and A F L  bureaucracies, who imposed upon th e ir  respective 
conventions endorsem ents o f Roosevelt’s w a r  p rogram , proposals fo r  
labo r representa tion  on w a r boards, etc. The A m erican  L a b o r P a r ty  
leaders, whose O ct. 4 reso lu tion  is the m ost brazen p ro -w a r docu
m en t so fa r  issued, by  an y  section o f  the la b o r m ovem ent. These are 
the  chauv in is ts  in  the  la b o r m ovem ent w ith  pow er and w idespread 
influence. T h e ir in fluence appears even m ore p o w e rfu l th a n  i t  ac tu a l
ly  is because th e ir  w a r p ro g ra m  is id en tica l w ith  th a t  o f the c a p ita l
is t  class and its  governm ent; m ore exac ty l, the y  are the  “ la bo r lie u 
tenants”  o f the A m e rica n  c a p ita lis t class, c a rry in g  o u t the w a r 
p ro g ra m  o f th a t class.

Along the Social-Patriotic Current
There are o th e r chauv in is ts  in  the la b o r m ovem ent; the  S ta lin 

ists. A s long  as the S ta lin is ts  were preach ing  a  w a r p ro g ra m  s im ila r  
to  th a t  o f Roosevelt— “ the dem ocra tic  f r o n t  aga ins t fasc ism ” — they 
were accepted as ju n io r  pa rtn e rs  by the  C IO  and the A L P  leader
ship. However, as soon as S ta lin  sw itched cam ps and jo ined  w ith  
H itle r ,  the apparent s tre n g th  o f the S ta lin is ts  began to  evaporate. 
In  th e ir  tw o  strongho lds in  the la bo r m ovem ent— the CIO  and A L P  
— a w a r o f e x te rm in a tio n  is now  be ing carried  o u t aga ins t them . 
The D epa rtm en t o f Justice is now "supp lem en ting ”  th is  w a r aga inst 
the  S ta lin is ts , its  persecution o f B row de r be ing on ly  the f irs t  step. 
The chauvin ism  o f the S ta lin is ts  is on beha lf o f  the H it le r -S ta lin  
cam pr i t  is  "a lie n ” — i.e., i t  is  n o t the chauvin ism  w h ich  the A m e r
ican governm ent desires and fos te rs ; its  e x tin c tion , the  ex te rm ina 
tio n  o f the S ta lin is ts , is abso lu te ly  ce rta in .

N o one outside the S ta lin is t cam p proposes to  suppo rt the  S ta l
in is t  chauvin is ts . Those, however, w ho denounce the  S ta lin is ts  and 
do no t denounce the chauv in is ts  o f the  opposing cam p; those who 
adapt themselves to  "d em ocra tic ”  chauvin ism , keep qu ie t abou t it ,  
apologise fo r  it ,  are flo a tin g  w ith  the  do m in an t c u rre n t to w a rd  thé 
w ar-cam p o f the “ dem ocra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts . T h a t is the crim e o f 
the Thom as-Lovestone groups.
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ANTI-WAR RALLY ON  
HARVARD CAMPUS

On Tuesday, Oct. 17, the H a r
vard A n t i-W a r C om m ittee held a 
h ig h ly  successful m ee ting  on the 
H a rva rd  campus c a llin g  fo r  a 
con s titu tio n a l am endm ent to 
L E T  T H E  P E O P LE  V O TE  ON 
•VAR. T h is  o rg an iza tio n  ca lls fo r  

a un ited  f ro n t  o f you th  and labo r 
aga ins t the w a r-m akers . The 
Sfuaiveis ac th is  m eeting  were: 
A lb e rt Coolidge, P rofessor a t 
H a rva rd  U n iv e rs ity , and L ia m  
Donion, C IO  organizer.

Let the People 
Vote on War!

B y O SCAR F IS C H E R
The G erm an N a tion a l-S o c ia l

ists, who pretended to the  ro le  o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l vanguard ag 
a inst, the “ w o rld  B o lshevis t dan
ge r”  are now faced w ith  the need, 
fo llo w in g  the  s ig n in g  o f the H i t 
le r  S ta lin  Pact, o f  exp la in ing  
th e ir  new a tt itu d e  tow ards Rus
sia. The argum ents th a t  the N az
is use are su ffic ie n tly  in te re s tin g  
and in s tru c tiv e  to  deserve quo t
ing.

The Deutsche Z e itung  von M ex
ico (G erm an Jou rna l o f M exico) 
is one o f the period ica ls o f the 
“ Germans A broad”  d irected by 

'Goebbcls and the N a tiona l-S oc ia l
is t  F ore ign  Propaganda depa rt
m ent. T h is  megaphone o f H it le r  
G erm any in  Mexico, whose real 
ed ito r s its  in  B e rlin , and w h ich  
could h a rd ly  live  a s ingle day 
w ith o u t the subsidies o f the G er
m an Em bassy and the P ropagan
da M in is try , has now presented 
the “ Foundations o f German 
Russian F rien dsh ip " in  a long 
series o f a rtic les  (on Sept. 12, 19, 
and 28).

Take note th a t  the N a tion a l- 
Socia lis t p ropagandists  speak no t 
o n ly  o f a commonplace d ip lo m a t
ic  pact bu t— ju s t lik e  H e rr  R ib- 
bentrop in  M oscow— o f a “ fr ie n d 
ship.”  A t  the same tim e, howev
er, they  tu rn  aga inst a ll the “ la 
bor leaders, alleged friends  o f 
peace and E ng lish  im p e ria lis ts " 
who “ have inven ted the fa ir y  
tales o f the alleged fra te rn iz a 
tio n  o f N a tiona l-S oc ia lism  w itn  
Bolshevism .”  The fasc is ts  destroy 
these legends by sum m ariz ing , 
fo r  th e ir  own p a rt, the genuine 
foundations o f the  fr ien dsh ip :

L IQ U ID A T IO N  O F 
B O LS H E V IS M  IS  B A S E

“ E verybody . . . knows th a t 
N a tiona l-S oc ia lism  and Bolshev
ism  can be un ited  as l i t t le  as fire  
and w a te r, th a t there can never 
be any conc ilia tion  between N a 
tiona l-S oc ia lism  and Bolshevism  
and th a t th is  tre a ty  m ust the re 
fore have an im p o rta n t prem ise; 
nam ely, th a t the lead ing sta tes
men o f the Soviet U n ion  have f in 
a lly  g iven up th e ir  w o rld  revo lu 
t io n a ry  aims. T h a t is indeed the 

j  case in  a c tu a lity . B u t i t  w ou ld  be 
a gross p o lit ic a l m is take  were we 
to  assume th a t th a t occurred ov- 

I er n ig h t. Such a sudden sw itch  
! could insp ire  b u t l i t t le  confidence. 
The abandonm ent o f w o rld  revo
lu tio n a ry  a im s by the Soviet U n 
ion has as its  prem ise the  liq u id a 
tio n  o f Bolshevism  in  the Soviet 
U n ion  its e lf.”  '

The foundations o f the  fr ie n d 
sh ip  between S ta lin  and H it le r  
cannot be fo rm u la ted  less am b ig 
uously. F o r H it le r  - G erm any, 
S ta lin ism  is  in  no w ise idon ‘ ica l 
w ith  Bolshevism ; on the  con tra 
ry :  S ta lin  is considered by  the 
Nazis as the v ic to r  in  the s tru g 
gle aga inst the “ B olshevik  pest
ilence.”

H IS T O R IC A L  M O T IV A T IO N  
FO R  N E W  F R IE N D S H IP

The N azi organ also g ives an 
“ h is to r ic a l”  m o tiv a tio n  fo r  the 
fa c t th a t a G erm an - Russian 
friendsh ip  was ou t o f the ques
tion  in  the years gone by. On the 
G erm an side, i t  was due to  the 
"m iserab le G erm an fo re ign  p o li
cy o f the po s t-B ism arck ian  e ra ,”  
wh ich, w ith  E ng lish  in trigu es , in 
volved the G erm an and the Rus

sian people in  the w a r o f 1914- 
1918, fro m  w h ich  bo th  emerged 
“ m o rta lly  wounded.”  L a te r  on, 
the p o litic ian s  o f catastrophe o f 
the W e im ar Republic found 
themselves "in  a s ta te  o f com
plete dependence upon E ng land 
and France. H it le r ,  upon en te ring  
in to  power in  1933, in he rited  a 
fo re ig n -p o lit ic a l mess.

“ T h is  c ircum stance,”  says the  
N az i jo u rn a l, “ was u tiliz e d  by 
ce rta in  Soviet Russian p o litic ian s  
who con tinuous ly  demanded an 

1 aggressive p o licy  aga inst G er
m any. . : . In  the  fie ld  o f d ip lo 
m acy, these circ les had as th e ir  
m ost p ro m ine n t representa tive  
the  fo rm e r Soviet Russian fo r 
eign m in is te r, L itv in o v  - F in k e l- 
stein, the ‘d ip lo m at in  a red 
frock -coa t,’ the 'fa th e r o f co llec t
ive se cu rity ,’ who m arried  an E n 

g lis h w o m a n  and was taken  com 
p le te ly  in  to w  by  the encirc lem ent 
po litic ia n s  o f E n g l a n d  and 
France. In  the Red A rm y  there  
was also a g roup  (Tukhachev- 
sky ) who sought to in s tig a te  a 
w a r aga inst G erm any, in  a lliance 
w ith  E ng land and France, 

i "W hen G erm any once m ore a t 
ta ined  its  pos ition  as a G reat 
Power, and, on the  o ther side, the 
circ les in the S oviet U n ion  who 
operated aga inst a po licy  o f Ger- 
m an-Russian agreem ent had been 
overtu rned and liqu ida ted, A d o lf 
H it le r  did no t hesita te  a m om ent 
to take  up again the po licy  o f 
G erm an-Russian agreem ent.”

C O M IN T E R N  CO LA P S E  
IM P O R T A N T  F A C T O R

The scapegoats are, thus, L i t 
v inov, Tukhachevsky and the 
o th e r “ liqu ida te d ”  people. H it le r

fo rgave h is fr ie n d  S ta lin  the  la t 
te r ’s hopes in  the “ dem ocra tic  
Pow ers”  and the “ People’s. 
F ron ts .”  In  the la s t analysis, he 
could excuse i t  because he never 
suffered fro m  it .  F o r is i t  n o t 
S ta lin ’s po licy  th a t we have to  
th a n k  fo r  the fa c t  th a t the N azis 
were able to take  pow er in  G er
m any?

A n o th e r “ fou nda tion ”  o f the 
new fr ien dsh ip  is the collapse o f 
the C om inte rn . The N az i jo u rn a l 
gives as an exam ple o f i t  the in 
fo rm a tio n  th a t M a n u ilsky  gave 
a t the 18th Congress o f the Rus
sian P a r ty  on the Com intern . 
M a n u ils k y  reported th a t the  fo r 
eign sections o f the  C om inte rn  
have a to ta l o f 1,200,000 m em 
bers. “ B u t,”  say the Nazis, “ even 
th is  to ta l o f 1,200,000 members 
is on ly  on paper; fo r  included in  
i t  are s t i l l  the  300,000 m em bers 
in  Red Spain, w h ich  lo ng  ago 
ceased to  exist, and hundreds o f 
thousands o f m em bers in  G er
m any and Japan, where a com 
m un is t o rg an iza tio n  exists on ly  
in  the  im a g in a tio n  o f the  ‘Com
in te rn  people’ in  Moscow.”

The m ost recent p ro h ib it io n  o f 
the  C om m unist P a r ty  o f F rance 
on ly  streng thens the N azis in  
th e ir  con ten tion : “ F ro m  th is  side, 
there fore, there is no longer any 
danger; n e ithe r fo r  G erm any nor 
fo r  o th e r coun tries .”

(Concluded in  next issue)

A n  a t t ra c t iv e  p o s te r has 
been p re p a re d  to  a d v e rtis e  
the  c o lu m n  in  th e  S o c ia lis t 
A p p e a l by  J . R . Johnson on 
“ T he  N e g ro  Q ue s tion ’ ’ . The 
use o f these pos te rs  on ne w s
s tands  a n d  a t  m e e tin g s  w i l l  
h e lp  to  in c re a se  th e  sa le  o f 
the  S oc ia lis t Appea l.

First U.S. Published 
Russian Opposition 
Bulletin Now on Sale

The f ir s t  issue o f the Russian 
O pposition B u lle tin  to  be pub- 
fished in  the U n ited  S tates is off 
the press. I ts  32 pages con ta in  
tw e lve  a rtic le s  by  Leon T ro ts k y , 
in c lu d in g : The USSR and W ar; 
The E n igm a o f the USSR ; S ta lin  
— A g e n t o f H it le r ;  etc.

The B u lle tin  is  ava ilab le  a t the 
fo llo w in g  places in  N ew  Y o rk : 
La bo r Book Shop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  
P I.; Rand School Book Store, 15 
St. and 5 A ve .; F o re ign  News De
pot, T im es B ld g ; M aise l’s Book 
Store, 278 Grand S t.; B ieder- 
m an’s Book Store, 2nd Ave. a t 
12th S t.; 3rd Ave. and 14th St. 
(N . W .)

Boston Fraternal 

Organization for 
Referendum on War

The Boston Local o f the W o rk 
m en’s S ick  and D eath  Benefit A s 
sociation, w h ich  has ju s t cele
bra ted its  50th an n ive rsa ry  as 
the oldest and the la rge s t local 
in N ew  E ng land, has passed a 
m otion  c a llin g  fo r  a c o n s titu tio n 
al am endm ent to  le t  the people 
vote on the dec la ra tion  o f any 
w ar.

Note to Readers 
in Minneapolis:

The re g u la r Sunday F A -um  o f 
the  S.W.P. meets a t  S: p. m . a t 
919 M arque tte .
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F E L IX  M O R R O W
G enera l M a n a g e r : 
M A R T IN  A B E R N

E d ito r  :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N

A ssociate E d ito rs  : ____
E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T

A ssis tant M a n a g e r ; 
S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a  decent living; fo r every w orker.

2. Open the Idle factories—operate them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

3. A Tw enty -B illion  d o llar F ed era l public works  
and housing; p ro gram .

4. T h ir ty -th ir ty ! $30-weekly m in im u m  w age—  
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  for a ll  w orkers on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o llar w eekly old-age and d isab ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the Sixty F am ilies .

7. A ll w ar funds to the unem ployed.
8. A people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.
10. An independent Lab or P a rty .
11. W orkers’ Defense G uards against v ig ilan te  

and Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality  

for the Negro people.

Stalin in Estonia
Otto D. Tolischus, the N. Y. Times' Berlin 

correspondent, sends his paper a cable from Ta l
linn, the capital o f Estonia, which contains 
things that are more than merely interesting— 
they are important and significant.

“ When one Baltic Foreign Minister was es
pecially hard pressed by Premier-Foreign Com
missar Vyacheslaff M. Molotoff and his aides 
fo r even greater concessions than Russia finally 
took, Joseph Stalin walked into the conference 
beaming benignly, and, putting his arms around 
the visitor’s shoulder, remarked:

“ Never mind, I ' l l  protect you from these 
great Russians.’

“ Repeating the same method in a similar con
ference with another Foreign Minister, he is 
supposed to have varied the remark as follows;

“  ‘You know, these militarists want every
thing, but I am a politician and I can compro
mise.’
“  . . . . None o f these (Ba ltic) countries is 
afraid o f its own Communists; there are few 
o f them and the native authoritarian govern
ments are fu lly capable o f handling these as 
well as any other pro-Russian elements. How
ever, according to current anecdotes, M r. Stalin 
has reassured the Baltic statesmen on this point 
also

“  ‘What you do w ith your own communists,’ 
he is quoted as having said, ‘is your own busi
ness. They are Trotskyists anyhow. I f  you 
must, shoot them, and i f  you can’t handle them, 
I ’ll help you.’

“ According to one report, he is supposed to 
have gone so far as to adm it; ‘You know, com
munism has not worked here so well either.”

“ As a matter o f fact, attempts o f Baltic com
munists to ‘tovarisch’ Soviet Russian commi- 
sions that come to the Baltic capitals to arrange 
the details of garrisoning are curtly waved aside 
by the Russian officers and in Vilna self ap
pointed Soviets who started to shoot bourgeois 
leaders before the Russian troops arrived are 
reported to have been executed by these troops 
or taken to Moscow.”

I t  may be argued that Tolischus’ story is based 
upon anecdotes and rumor, and that there is no 
real proof that Stalin actually said what he is 
quoted as saying. We are perfectly ready to ack
nowledge the valid ity o f this argument. But we 
nevertheless beg to insist that we incline to 
accept the story as veracious for the very good 
reason 4lat it  corresponds fa ith fu lly  to every
thing we know about Stalin— his policies, his 
character, his methods and his course.

Demonstrate, therefore, your opposition to 
imperialist war and to the plans to drag this 
country into it. Roll up a powerful vote fo r the 
candidates of the Socialist Workers Party!

Election Issues
What are the issues in the present election 

campaign in New York?
According to the capitalist candidates, the is

sues are municipal, the issues o f “ good govern
ment.”  The American Labor Party spokesmen 
stand on the same ground. Michael Quill, the 
Stalinist “ independent”  candidate, takes the same 
viekv. He even goes so far as to condemn those 
who emphasize other, “ non-municipal”  issues 
in the election.

Now, slum clearance and decent housing are 
undoubtedly an acute problem in New York. 
The Socialist Workers Party has taken a bold 
position on the question and proposed a drastic 
solution fo r it. But what meaning could housing 
have to millions who would die on the battle
field i f  the United States entered the war and 
to the millions for whom the same United States 
would become a huge concentration camp under 
m ilitary dictatorship?

County reorganization, the smashing o f the 
bureaucratic corruption that eats at the vitals 
o f the city— that is an issue, without doubt. The 
government machine is an Augean stable that 
must be cleaned out by the workers. But i f  war 
were imposed on the country, the present bu
reaucratism and corruption in New York would 
look like a colonial town meeting democracy in 
comparison with the regime that would be es
tablished.

An increased school budget, a vast change 
to improve the educational set-up in the city—  
these are issues. But what would happen to edu
cation in the city i f  war came and every teacher 
were compelled to become a lying agent o f the 
American war machine, poisoning the minds o f 
every pupil and student?

A  radical reorganization of the transit system 
in the city is an issue. We demand the confisca
tion o f the subways and their management by 
the workers. But what can any talk o f improv
ing the transit situation in New York mean if  
the “ transit”  facilities in prospect for the work
ers are the troop ships that Roosevelt and Co. 
are planning to send into the war?

And so it is w ith all the other “ strictly muni
cipal issues.”  They arc all subordinated to the 
paramount issue o f the day: the war question.

In this election, there is but one party that 
takes an uncompromising and unalterable stand 
in opposition to the imperialist war and to both 
camps in it.

The capitalist politicians and candidates, and 
the official candidates o f the American Labor 
Party, are already committed to one o f the im
perialist camps— the Anglo-French. They are 
committed to support o f American imperialism’s 
plans and ambitions.

The Stalinist candidates, with their belated 
and pretended opposition to “ imperialist war,”  
are in actuality supporting the Kremlin bureau
cracy in its alliance w ith the Hitlerites, who rep
resent the second o f the two imperialist camps 
at war.

The Socialist Workers Party says with com
plete im partia lity : A  plague on both your hous
es! Down with both imperialist gangs!

We do not choose between the two camps, 
H itle r or Roosevelt, H itle r or Chamberlain, be
cause that is not the choice before the workers.

There is a th ird  camp, the camp o f the work
ers, o f the peasants and o f the colonial slaves 
throughout the world. That is our camp. That 
one we w ill fight for, as we have consistently 
fought for it  in the past.

That camp has the opportunity to express it 
self demonstratively in the current election in 
New York, and to  express itself on the issue 
that overshadows all others: the war issue.

By rolling up the biggest possible vote for 
the Socialist Workers Party candidates, the 
workers o f New York can give the war-mon- 
gering masters o f this country serious and un- 
digestible food for thought. They w ill say to 
themselves: In  New York, there are thousands 
o f workers who, in spite o f all efforts to pre
vent them from taking a position on the ques
tion, decided to vote for the most revolutionary 
and intransigent opponents o f the war. There 
is a threat to our d irty work that must lie taken 
in account.

Ignace Reiss
The Second Anniversary of His Death

— by Leon Trotsky
More than two years ago, Ignace Reiss, an old 

Bolshevik, a devoted and outstanding revolution
ist, broke openly with the Stalin regime. He left 
his important post in the GPU, returned his O r
der o f Lenin ( “ I t  is below my dignity to wear it 
together with the executioners o f the best repre
sentatives o f the working class’— he wrote to the 
Central Committee o f the Ukrainian Communist 
Party on July 17, 1937), and he openly joined 
the ranks o f the Fourth International in order 
to “ begin all over again, in order to save social
ism.”

To Reiss’ letter Stalin answered with the bul
lets o f his hired assassins. The riddled body o f 
Reiss was found on the outskirts o f Lausanne 
on the night o f Sept. 5. But the assassins, 
spurred by Stalin, did their work carelessly, in 
a hurry, and failed to cover up their tracks. The 
Swiss police, without any special difficulty, suc
ceeded in establishing that the murder was per
petrated by the GPU.

In  breaking with Stalin, Reiss knew very well 
— better than anyone else— what awaited him, 
but Stalin could not terrorize him. Together with 
other genuine revolutionists, Reiss found his 
way to the Fourth International. I t  was precisely 
for this, fo r the world revolution, that he gave 
his life. In him the younger generation w ill ever 
remember their comrade-in-arms, their martyr 
and unwavering fighter.
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---- By D w ight Macdonald —

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
Footnote on International Law

In  a recent issue o f T im e, John J. C larke, o f 
Beverley H ills , C a lifo rn ia , says m ore in  tw o  sen
tences than  has been said to  date in  the en tire  
N e u tra lity  L a w  debate in  Congress. M r. C larke 's  
sentences: “ The P resident’s message on N e u tra l
i t y  evidenced a desire to  re tu rn  to In te rn a tio n a l 
La w  The in te re s tin g  th in g  about In te rn a tio n a l 
La w  is th a t the o n ly  w a y  to  enforce i t  is by w a r.”

The Swag
The old-fash ioned n ineteenth cen tu ry  type  o f 

im p e ria lis t conquest was, in  essence, s tra ig h t rob
bery. B u t i t  was veiled by the fa c t i t  was in d i
rec t— a m a tte r  o f “ spheres o f in fluence,”  o f “ op

en ing up new m arke ts ”  and “ b r in g in g  c iv iliz a 
tio n  to backw ard  peoples." “ Take up the  w h ite  
m an’s bu rden !”  exhorted K ip lin g  in  1899, p re 
sen ting  im p eria lism  as a S a lva tion  A rm y  m ove
m ent to  u p lif t  the da rker-sk inned  peoples o f the 
w orld .

The N azis have s tripped  aw ay these p re ten
sions fro m  im peria lism , as they  have ca rried  
o th e r tendencies o f cap ita lism  to  th e ir  b lun t, na
ked log ica l conclusion. H i t le r ’s im p e ria lism  is re 
duced to  fes s im p lest te rm s: as d ire c t a m a tte r 
o f  b a n d itry  as any bank robbery. W hen the 
Reichswehr moves in to  a new cou n try , its  f irs t  
concern is The Swag. Banks, insurance compa
nies, fra te rn a l and trade un ion funds— a ll pos
sible reservo irs  o f cash and cred it, are p icked 
clean, th e ir  assets be ing im m e d ia te ly  trans fe rre d  
to  B e rlin . The Reichswehr func tions  as a s trong - 
a rm  crew  fo r  the  Reichsbank.

T h is  is a  fa c to r  w h ich  has a rea l effect on H i t 
le r ’s economic s tay ing -pow er in  the w ar. E ve ry  
new conquest is, in  the m ost concrete financ ia l 
term s, a loss to  the A llie s  and a ga in  to  H itle r .  
The G erm an In s t itu te  fo r  B an k  Research and Sci
ence recen tly  issued a re p o rt on P olish industries. 
T h is  showed th a t 43% o f the to ta l shares in  Po
lish  corpora tions are held by  fo re ign  ca p ita l— an 
index to  the backw ard na tu re  o f P olish economy 
and one exp lana tion  fo r  the so d ra m a tic a lly  ex
posed hollowness and rottenness o f the  Polish 
ru lin g  class. O f these shares, some $60,610,000 
w o rth  were owned by F rench in terests, some 
$52,600,000 by A m erican  in te rests , and so on. 
A l l  o f th is  lo o t now goes in to  the Reich’s coffers 
— except, o f course, fo r  Comrade S ta lin ’s cut.

The Great International 
Bank Robbery

The sums ju s t  m entioned are invested in  p la n t 
and equipm ent, and are n o t rea d ily  convertib le  
in to  cash, the  m ost pressing need o f the  N az i 
s ta te  in  th is  w a r. No doub t the Reichsw ehr has 
been also sending back to  B e rlin  la rge  am ounts 
o f cold cash fro m  Poland ju s t  as i t  d id  fro m  

Czechoslovakia. B u t these conquests have also 
opened up to  the Reich another rese rvo ir o f go ld : 
the B an k  fo r  In te rn a tio n a l Settlem ents, an in s ti-

W ith  the  beg inn ing o f the w a r and the  clam p
in g  down o f a  r ig id  censorship by the be llige r
ents, on ly  the lies o f na tiona l u n ity  made th e ir  
w ay  in to  the press. W h a t had become o f the rev
o lu tio n a ry  w o rk in g  class m ovem ents in  G erm any 
and in  G reat B r ita in , in  F rance and in  the rest o f 
Europe— to  a ll these questions the b lackou t o f 
the various propaganda machines barred an 
answer.

O n ly  s lo w ly  the rea l t ru th  is beg inn ing  to  
tr ic k le  th rough . In  the past few  issues o f the So
c ia lis t Appea l we published the f irs t  dispatches 
fro m  the countries a t w a r in d ic a tin g  th a t the 
forces o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l are c a rry in g  
on in  Germa: |  , in  F rance, in  E ng land and ev
eryw here where the im p e ria lis t con flic t has un 
folded, gs the in te rn a tio n a l a rm y  fo r  peace, under 
the slogans o f the  S ocia lis t U n ited  States o f E u 
rope and the W orld  Federa tion  o f S oc ia lis t Re
publics. S m all in  num ber, b u t com pact and d is
cip lined, bound toge the r so lid ly  by  a system  o f 
ideas w ro u g h t and perfected in  s ixteen years o f 
common s tru g g le  fo r  the w o rld  revo lu tion  and 
aga inst the m ost hideous be traya ls  o f S ta lin ism  
and social democracy, the sections o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l a lready cons titu te , as these dis
patches reveal, the c lear-s ighted and courageous 
M a rx is t vanguard  o f a w o rk in g  class fo r  w h ich  
the o p p o rtu n ity  to take  power is ra p id ly  advanc
in g  am ids t c a p ita lis t c ris is  and catastrophe. I f  
the re  is any d is tin c t d iffe rence in  the s itu a tio n  
today fro m  th a t o f 1914, i t  su re ly  lies in  the fa c t 
th a t the a lte rn a tive  to  the d isastrous w a r— the 
soc ia lis t w o rld  re vo lu tion— already has a t its  dis
posal an in s t i lm e n t  th a t is  s tand ing  up under 
duress.

Tendencies Toward a Breakdown 
of National Unity in Great Britain

The s trugg le  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l ag
a ins t social p a trio tis m  and fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  
so lu tion  to  w a r is n a tu ra lly  aided by events them 
selves. N a tio n a l u n ity  is fa r  m ore o f a fa rce  now 
than  in  the la s t w a r— even as a fic tio n  fo r  the  
m om ent i t  is  becom ing m ore and m ore untenable.

Take  the exam ple o f G reat B r ita in . To be sure 
the o ffic ia l La bo ur leaders are the same w a r
m ongering  scoundrels th a t they have a lw ays 
been. A  H ugh D a lto n  s t i l l  d ispo rts  h im se lf o f a 
jin g o is t ic  gem lik e  the fo llo w in g :

“ The w a r  would end when above the  w a r
zones o f Europe, w ith  her a llies B rita n n ia
ru led the waves.”
B u t even a conservative socia l p a tr io t  lik e  the 

Lo rd  P rovost o f G lasgow, P. J. D ollan, finds th is  
too m uch to  stom ach. In  the same issue o f the 
F o rw a rd , published there, w h ich  carries D a lto n ’s 
g re a t th o u g h t he publishes an a rtic le  cha racte r-

tu t io n  in  Basel, S w itze rland, whose resources are 
owned jo in t ly  by the cen tra l banks o f the w o rld . 
W r it in g  in  the N Y  T im es o f October 22, R. H. 
F e tridg e  describes th is  in te rn a tio n a l bank s tic k - 
up. E v e ry  tim e  the Reichswehr takes over a 
coun try , the Reichsbank takes over its  gold de
posits in  the B .I.S . The Czechoslovak jo b  ne tted 
$25,000,000 in  gold, D anzig  and Poland have 
yie lded an undisclosed ad d itiona l sum. “ Despite 
an g ry  pro tests  fro m  G reat B r ita in ,”  w r ite s  M r. 
F e tridge , “ no w ay has been found to  p reven t the 
trans fe rs  o f these go ld deposits.”  The B ank o f 
London was able to  p reven t H it le r  g e ttin g  hold 
o f the Czech gold on deposit in  London, bu t the 
B .I.S . is  in  ne u tra l S w itze rland.

The H itle r Mob Takes Over
F urthe rm o re , the N azis now have w o rk in g  con

t ro l o f the B .I.S . W hen the bank was founded, 
each o f the ch ie f na tions p a rtic ip a tin g  had 19,- 
000 shares— E ngland, France, G erm any, the U n 
ited  States, I ta ly ,  Japan, and B elg ium . B u t n a t
u ra lly  every fresh  N az i conquest has added 
shares to  the o r ig in a l 19,000. Poland alone has 
y ie lded 4,000 B IS  shares. G erm any now holds 
the  im posing to ta l o f 31,700 shares. The E ng lish  
and F rench  members o f the bank ’s board refuse 
to  a ttend  m eetings any more. They w ou ld  lik e  to  
liqu ida te  the  bank, b u t there is a prov is ion  in  the 
by-law s th a t  th is  can be done o n ly  by  a three- 
fo u rth s  vote o f the shareholders, a m a jo r ity  im 
possible to ge t w ith o u t G erm any and her friends.

The board m eetings o f the B IS  these days 
m ust be com ic a ffa irs , w ith  the N a z i band its  sol
em n ly  in s is tin g  on e ve ry th in g  be ing done ac
cord ing  to  fu l l  lega l fo rm s. They have n o t on ly 
s tu ck  up the bank, b u t have a t the same tim e  in 
s ta lled  themselves as its  ch ie f stockholders. A nd  
to  add spice to  the joke, the new president o f the 
bank is an A m erican  T .H . M c K it t r ic k ,  o f the  re
spectable old ba nk ing  f irm  o f H igg inson  &  Co.

Thus ends another o f the a ttem p ts  made in  the 
tw en ties  to  b r in g  some la w  and o rder in to  w o rld  
cap ita lism . The B IS  was one o f those experi
m ents in  in te rn a tio n a l cooperation lik e  the K e l
logg  A n t i-W a r  D ec lara tion , the W o rld  C ourt, and 
the League o f N a tions. I ts  purpose was to  p ro 
vide an o rd e rly  w ay fo r  a d ju s tin g  in te rn a tio n a l 
fina nc ia l re la tionsh ips in  the chaotic  po s t-w ar pe
riod. B u t its  ch,ef effect has been to  a id  the power 
w h ich  above a ll others refuses to  abide by any 
o f the ru les o f the game, and aggressive ly  th re a t
ens the  order and s ta b ility  w h ich  the B IS  was 
founded to  establish. Jus t as the League o f N a 
tions was used as an in s tru m e n t o f power po litics  
by the then s trongest E uropean im p e ria lis t g roup 
— E ng land  and France^—so the B IS  is  now being 
m an ipu la ted by the Nazis. Such is the  inev itab le  
fa te  o f a l l such schemes to  estao iish "o rd e r," 
" ju s tic e ,”  and “ cooperation”  in  a system  w h ich  
m ore and m ore reve rts  to  the b ru te  la w  o f the 
ju n g le  fo r  its  real, as aga inst its  o ffic ia lly  p ro 
claim ed, code o f conduct.

is t ic a lly  en titled  “ N o J ingo ism  fo r  Socia lis ts .”  
B e ing in  closer con tac t w ith  the w o rk in g  class; 
he knows th a t the w ild e r v a r ie ty  o f social pa 
tr io t is m  ju s t  w i l l  n o t go over in  the ranks. B u t 
fa r  m ore s ig n ifica n t is a g ro w in g  breach between 
the p a rlia m e n ta ry  social p a tr io ts  and the second 
ra n k  func tiona ries  o f the trade  unions.

F o r example, in  a special ed ition  o f the  bu lle tin  
o f the No C onscrip tion  League— an organ iza tion  
sponsored by the Independent La bo r P a r ty  and 
various pa c ifis t groups— R ow land H ill,  C hairm an 
o f the B ra d fo rd  Trades Council, w rite s :

“ The o ffic ia l Labour leadership is the m edium  
th rou gh  w h ich  the  c a p ita lis t class is today a t 
te m p tin g  to  a lla y  th a t suspicion ( th a t  th is  is a 
w a r o f im p e r ia lis t conquest). I t  exp lo its  La bo u r’s 
ha tred and fea r o f Fascism  fo r  its  ow n im p e ria l
is t ends.”  A nd  he proposes: “ The Trades Coun
cils, as in  the w a r years, in  1920 and 1926, take  
on a g re a te r im portance. They m ust accept the  
leadership th a t  has been abdicated by the  Labour 
statesm en.”  The im portance o f th is  View, w h ich  
in  its e lf  is  no t new, can be rea lized o n ly  when 
one rem em bers th a t th is  is an o ffic ia l o f  a  trade 
un ion speaking, in  ju s t th a t capacity .

The s t ir  in  the Labour ranks is n o t confined to 
th is  s tra tu m  alone, however. Even the p o lit ic a l 
people, p a r tic u la r ly  the usua lly  t im id  cen tris ts  in 
the p a r ty  are beg inn ing to  raise th e ir  voices. 
Thus, the S cottish  S oc ia lis t P a rty , an o ffic ia l a f
f ilia te  and qu ite  a power in  the Labour P a rty , has 
taken  the fo llo w in g  action  in  a  reso lu tion  passed 
ea rly  la s t m on th :

“ The N a tio n a l C ouncil o f  the S co ttish  Socia list 
P a r ty  condemns the action  o f the  P a rlia m e n ta ry  
Labour P a r ty  in  fa il in g  to  oppose the passing o f 
the Em ergency Powers B il l  and declares th a t 
th is  fa ilu re  has allow ed the ru lin g  class o f th is  
cou n try  to impose a Fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip  on the 
people. The lack  o f opposition by the Labour P a r
ty  to  the rea rm am en t p ro g ra m  o f the N a tion a l 
G overnm ent, th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  N a tio n a l Ser
vice schemes, th e ir  fa ilu re  to  adequate ly oppose 
conscrip tion  and the fin a l tragedy  o f the  Labour 
P a rty  appealing to  the w o rke rs  to  u n ite  w ith  
B r it is h  im p e ria lism  to  f ig h t Fascism  on the con
tin e n t convinces the  N a tion a l Council o f the Scot
tish  Socia lis t P a r ty  th a t the  Labour P a r ty  Exec
u tiv e  is u t te r ly  incom petent to  lead the  w o rke rs  
in  th is  c ris is  w h ich  th rea tens to  em bro il the peo
ples o f the w o rld  in  a w a r o f c a p ita lis t dom ina
tio n  and we, there fore , demand the im m edia te  res
ig n a tio n  o f the La bo ur P a r ty  E xecu tive  en bloc; 
the sum m oning o f a special conference to  deal 
w ith  the em ergency s itu a tio n  and the re d ra ftin g  
o f the po licy  o f the Labour P a r ty  in so fa r as in 
te rn a tio n a l a ffa irs  are concerned.”

Incons is ten t and m uddled as the conclusions 
themselves are, the teno r o f the  a tta cks  on the  
social p a trio ts  is in  its e lf  im pressive, because -it 
re flects the g ro w in g  g rum b le  am ong the ra n k  and 
file.

By James Burnham

D u rin g  the past yea r and a ha lf, in  the Socia list 
A ppea l and the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l we have been pub
lis h in g  considerable m a te r ia l dea ling  w ith  Ind ia . 
M any o f o u r readers w ere  unable to  understand th is  
preoccupation; some even com plained, and insisted 
th a t we should ge t dow h to  m ore p ra c tica l m atters.

The f irs t  seven weeks o f the second w o rld  w a r a l
ready m ake c lear th a t no th in g  could be m ore “ p ra c ti
ca l”  tha n  the In d ia n  question.

W e know  l i t t le  enough, i t  is  true , o f w h a t is ac tu a l
ly  go ing  on now  in  Ind ia . B u t  le t  us rev iew  w h a t we 
can piece tog e the r fro m  the he a v ily  censored d is
patches. A nd  le t us do so aga ins t the background of 
In d ia ’s re la tio n  to  the la s t w a r.

India Fights for Democracy
Ind ia , w ith  its  350,000 in ha b itan ts , is  the  richest 

o f a ll B r ita in ’s possesions, the key  and c ru x  o f the 
E m pire . No shred o f independence o r dem ocracy has 
ever been allow ed to  d is tu rb  London’s steady exp lo it
a tio n  o f its  g re a t hum an and m a te ria l resources.

D u rin g  the  course o f  the la s t w a r, i t  was not, then, 
so e n tire ly  sim ple to  persuade In d  a  to  line  up ac tive 
ly  on the  side o f he r dem ocratice d ic ta to r. B u t vague 
prom ises o f independence o r a t least dom in ion sta tus 
to fo llo w  the w a r, the  treachery  o f the  na tive  bour
geoisie and o f its  spokesman, Gandhi, tog e the r w ith  
the  inexperience o f the  masses, p u t the  fra u d  across.

In d ia  sent ap p ro x im a te ly  1,400,000 sold iers to  B r i t 
a in 's  ba ttle fie lds  to  f ig h t B r ita in ’s w a r— a ll o f them, 
by a c row n in g  irony , equipped and paid b y  Ind ia  
( ju s t as the c iv i l servants, re tire d  to  E ng land , have 
th e ir  pensions pa id by g ra te fu l In d ia ) . Besides these 
soldiers, In d ia  poured m a te ria l goods and w e a lth  in to  
the B r it is h  w a r machine.

The w a r was won, and B r ita in ’s phrases abou t de
m ocracy and independence were p u t in  m othba lls  
aga inst the n e x t ra in y  day. Bom bers s tra fin g  the na
tiv e  v illages  too k  the place o f promises.

Another Day, Another Way
B u t these m a tte rs , alas fo r  London, were n o t a lto 

ge the r fo rg o tte n . Came a new w a r. The papers jo y 
ously. announced th a t  In d ia  had p ro m p tly  fo llow ed 
the B r it is h  p a rlia m e n t in  dec la ring  w a r  aga inst G er
m any. B u t i t  was Lo rd  L in lith g o w , the K in g ’s v ice 
roy , n o t Ind ia , th a t had spoken.

A g a in  the  prom ises: as soon as the  w a r  is  over, the 
prob lem  o f In d ia ’s independence w i l l  be taken  up. 
B u t, o f course, n o t now ; now  the re  is  business to  be 
done, and a ll ta lk  o f independence m us t be dropped 
w h ile  h o s tilit ie s  last.

The prom ises no longer have power to  charm . D ay 
a f te r  day we read o f the nego tia tions  between the 
V ice roy  and the leaders o f the g re a t Congress P a rty . 
G andhi and h is associates have tr ie d  hard  enough to 
be lo ya l servants o f B r it is h  im p e ria lism , b u t i t  is  too 
m uch even fo r  them . They are “ a n ti- fa s c is t”  and es
pec ia lly  “ a n t i-H it le r ite ,”  the y  w a n t “ the  democracies 
to w in  the w a r aga inst fascism ,”  th e y  p ro c la im ; bu t 
they* are "g ra v e ly  disappointed over the  w h ite  paper.” 
I f  the w a r is  fo r  dem ocracy, th e y  fin d  themselves 
asking, then w h y  n o t dem ocracy fo r  In d ia ?  They can
no t “ a c tiv e ly  sup po rt”  the w a r on the basis w h ich  
B r ita in  proposes.

A  few  days ago the y  took the  f irs t  decisive step: 
They called upon the loca l governm ents o f e ig h t of 
the  provinces, con tro lled  by  the Congress P a rty , to  re 
sign. These res ignations w i l l  be an open ac t o f non
confidence in  the  w a r.

What is Behind These Events?
Is  i t  too m uch to  believe th a t  the resignations o f 

the  p ro v in c ia l governm ents w i l l  tu rn  o u t to be the 
f irs t  p re lim in a ry  act— d is to rte d , tim orous, unsure as 
i t  is— in  w h a t w i l l  broaden in to  the In d ia n  re vo lu tio n  ? 
The ca ll fo r  the res ignations was, fro m  w h a t o f i t  
has been reported, a m ost cow ard ly  document. I t  
w arned aga inst any c iv i l disobedience any ac tive  op
pos ition  to  the w a r. B u t in  sp ite  o f a ll lim ita tio n s , i t  
was a heavy b low  aga ins t the w a r and the E m p ire  
whose life  is now staked on the  w a r.

The In d ia n  re vo lu tio n  begins, as have a ll colon ia l 
revo lu tions up to  the  present, under the leadership of 
the na tive  bourgeoisie, represented o u ts ta n d in g ly  by 
G andhi .F rom  th is  fo llow s  the shamefaced, w h in in g  
cha rac te r o f th is  f ir s t  stage. The na tive  bourgeoisie 
in  re a lity  w an ts  o n ly  a la rg e r share fo r  its e lf  o f the 
p ro fits  sweated fro m  the In d ia n  w o rke rs  and peasants 
-—th a t is the  concrete m eaning o f “ independence”  or 
"dom in ion  s ta tus ”  in  its  m ind.

B u t a t  its  back the  na tive  bourgeoisie hears the 
aw aken ing  thunde r o f the masses. I ts  recent moves 
are its  v a c illa tin g  a tte m p ts  to  keep a t the head of 
the com ing m ovem ent o f  the masses, in  o rder n o t to 
be overwhelm ed. W h a t have the masses been doing 
since the  w a r s ta rted  ? A re  they  on ly  ha lf-consciously 
p repa ring , o r are there a lready g re a t s tr ike s  and dem
on s tra tion s?  The censorship does no t le t  us know, 
b u t the co m p ara tive ly  d ra s tic  na tu re  o f the ca ll fo r  
res ignations seems to  ind ica te  broad and open ac
tiv it ie s .

The Shoals Ahead
The In d ia n  re vo lu tion  has a s to rm y  course to  steer, 

bu t i f  i t  drives th rou gh  i t  can set the w o rld  on fire. 
The outcom e w i l l  depend upon the  a b il i ty  o f the p ro 
le ta r ia t  to  organize its e lf  independently, and, d ra w 
in g  the peasantry w ith  it ,  to assume undisputed lead
ersh ip  in  the s trugg le . T h is  r^eans an end to  the dom 
inance o f G andhi and those fo r  whom  he speaks.

B u t there  are o th e r ve ry  dangerous lines now cast 
in  these troub led w ate rs. The G erm an and Russian 
agents, now w o rk in g  as a  team  under the H it le r -  
S ta lin  a lliance are no t id le. They are, fo r  th e ir  own 
ends, m a k in g  th e ir  e ffo rts  to guide the  developing 
s tru g g le  in to  th e ir  own channels. They w i l l  be com
pelled to  increase th e ir  in te rven tion . A n  In d ia  d i
vorced fro m  London m ust mean, fo r  them , an In d ia  
a ttached to  the cam p o f B erlin -M oscow : th e y  fe a r a 
free and soc ia lis t In d ia  no less tha n  London.

T h e ir in te rven tion , p ropagand is tic  now, w i l l  the re 
fo re  have to  be trans la ted  in to  arm s when the tim e 
comes: w h ich , because o f the s tra te g ic  s itua tion , 
means S ta lin 's  reg im ents in  Ind ia .

B u t the fu tu re  has am ple prom ise th a t  aga ins t ev
e ry  fo rce  o f reaction  the w o rke rs  and peasants of 
In d ia  w i l l  conquer.

S o c ia lis t A p p e a l 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P la ce  
N e w  Y o rk  C ity .

I  w o u ld  lik e  to  g e t b e tte r  a c q u a in te d  w ith  
y o u r  p a p e r, th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l. P lease  send 
m e s a m p le  cop ies fo r  the  n e x t fe w  w eeks.

N am e ..................................................................................

A dd ress  ..............................................................................

C ity  ..........................................................................

T H E  B R O N X  B R A N C H  o f the  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  re 
quests a l l s y m p a th iz e rs  and 
fr ie n d s  w ho  l iv e  in  the  W est 
B ro n x  to  pu rch a se  th e  A p p e a l 
a t  the  fo llo w in g  ne w ss tan ds : 
204 S t. an d  V a le n tin e  A v e .; 
K in g s b r id g e  S ta tio n  A rm o ry

C o rn e r ; M o sh u lu  S t a t i o n  
E a s t ;  3889 S e d g w ick  A v e .; 
F o rd h a m  R oad and J e ro m e ; 
188th and  C oncourse S. W .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Y O U  A R E  IN V IT E D  to  jo in  the  
L a b o r  B ookshop C irc u la t in g  
L ib r a ry .  H u n d re d s  o f t it le s . 
L a te s t nove ls , M a rx ia n  c la ss 
ic s , books on E c o n o m ic s , H is 
to ry ,  e tc . L o w e s t ra te s  in  the  

.c ity !  15c p e r  w e ek . J o in  n o w !
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