
Stalin --The 
Temporary Holder 
O f the Ukraine

By Leon T ro ts k y
(The fo llow ing  is  a tra n s la tio n  o f a sta tem ent by Leon T ro tsky  

g iven to  the press about the  tim e  o f the S ta lin is t invasion  of 
Poland. We re p r in t i t  fro m  the organ o f the M exican section of 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.— Ed.)

War, like revolution, is distinguished by the tact that at 
a blow it destroys idiotic formulas and reveals the naked 
reality underneath. “ Defense of democracy”  is an empty 
formula. The invasion o f Poland is a bloody reality.

Today it is clear that in the very same years in which the 
Lorn intern was bringing to a head its clamorous campaign for 
an alliance of the democracies against Fascism, the Kremlin 
was preparing a m ilitary understanding with H itle r against 
the so-called democracies. Even complete idiots w ill have to 
understand now that the Moscow Trials, with the aid o f 
which the Bolshevik Old Guard was destroyed under the ac­
cusation of collaboration with the Nazis, were nothing but 
camouflage for the Stalinist alliance with H itler. The secret 
is out. While the British and French missions were discussing 
with Voroshilov the problem of the most effective defense of 
Poland, the same Voroshilov, together with the representa­
tives o f the German General Staff, was discussing the best 
manner in which to smash and divide Poland. The Kremlin 
not only deceived Chamberlain, Daladier and Beck, but also, 
and systematically, the working classes of the Soviet Union 
and the entire world.

By the Terms of the Pact
Some fatuous people and snobs accuse me of being im­

pelled to make horrible predictions out o f “ hatred”  o f Stalin. 
As i f  serious people allow themselves to be swayed by then- 
personal feelings in questions of historical importance! The 
inexorable facts prove that reality is more horrible than all 
the predictions that I  made. In entering Polish territory, the 
Soviet armies knew beforehand at what point they would 
meet— and as allies, not as enemies— with the armies o f H it ­
ler. The operation was determined in its main points by the 
secret clauses o f the Germano-Soviet pact; the general staffs 
o f both countries were to be found in constant collaboration; 
the Stalinist invasion is nothing but a symmetrical supplement 
o f the H itlerite  operations. Such are the facts.

U ntil very recently the Kremlin, try ing to gain the friend­
ship o f Warsaw (in  the given case, to deceive it ) ,  declared 
that the slogan o f self-determination for Western Ukrainia 
(Eastern Galicia) was criminal. The purges and executions 
in the Soviet Ukraine were provoked mainly by the fact that 
the Ukrainian revolutionists, against the w ill o f Moscow, 
aspii§d,to the liberation o f Galicia from Polish oppression. 
Now the Kremlin covers its intervention in Poland wdth a 
penitent concern for the “ liberation”  and “ unification”  o f the 
Ukrainian and White Russian peoples. In reality, the Soviet 
r.'<visine, more than any other part of the Soviet Union, is 
bound by the ferocious chains o f the Muscovite bureaucracy. 
The aspirations o f various sections o f the Ukrainian nation 
for their liberation and independence are completely legiti­
mate and have a very intense character. But these aspirations 
are directed also against the Kremlin. I f  the invasion gains 
its end, the Ukrainian people w ill find itself “ unified,”  not in 
national liberty, but in bureaucratic enslavement.

Facilitating H itler's Objectives
The H itlerite press gives absolute approval to the “ unifica­

tion”  and “ liberation”  o f the Ukrainians under the claws c f 
the Kremlin. W ith this H itle r is accomplishing two tasks: 
first, drawing the Soviet Union into his m ilitary o rb it; sec­
ond, taking a further preparatory step on the road towards 

(Continued on Page 3)

Behind the Lines
________________  By G EO RG E S T E R N ----------------------------

In  specu la ting  ove r the p re ­
cise s ign ificance  of the new 
F ra n co -B ritish  pac t w ith  T u r­
key i t  is  w e ll to  rem em ber once 
m ore th a t pacts these days are 
no t eve ry th ing  they seem. Few  
chapters in  recen t tang led d ip ­
lo m a tic  h is to ry  have been m ore 
thorough ly  befogged than  the 
negotiations w h ich  have now 
resu lted in  an apparen t b reak­
down o f R usso-Turkish ta lks  
and the conclusion o f an Anglo- 
F i  anco-Turkish pact o f m u tua l 
assistance. N o t even the news­
papers, w h ich  have a g lib  ex­
p lanation  fo r  eve ry th ing , seem 
to be able to decide who won 
and who lost in  th is  ra th e r im ­
p o rta n t sk irm ish  on the d ip lo ­
m a tic  fro n t.

O ut o f the m any obscurities 
o f the s itua tion , nevertheless, a 
few  sa lien t fac ts  em erge quite 
c le a rly . S ta lin  was try in g  to use 
the negotiations w ith  T u rkey  as 
a fo rm  o f insurance aga inst fu ­
tu re  even tua lities . He f i r s t  o f 
a ll w anted to be sure th a t 
th rough  the  c losing of the D a r­
danelles h is  B lack  Sea trade  
w ith  G erm any w ould  no t be a f­
fected. He also— and th is  was 
even m ore  im p o rta n t—w anted 
to m ake sure o f im m o b iliz in g  
T u rk e y ’ when the tim e  comes 
fo r  c a rv in g  up the B a lkans 
again—especia lly R um an ia . In  
these a im s he has apparen tly  
fa ile d  fo r  the tim e  being. In  
th is  respect the outcom e o f the 
T u rk ish  ta lks  m ust be taken to ­
ge ther w ith  the obvious ton ing  
down o f the demands made up­
on F in la n d  as a check on the 
K re m lin ’s d ip lo m a tic  b litz k r ie g .

B u t th is  is  by no means the 
fin a l w ord . In  the pact signed 
by T u rke y  w ith  B r ita in  and 
F rance  there is a l it t le  clause 
th a t m a y  tu rn  ou t to  be the jo k ­

er in  the deck. I t  is agreed th a t 
in  no c ircum stances w il l  T u r­
key go to w a r w ith  Russia.

T h is  leaves p re tty  m uch as 
before a b ig  question m a rk  next 
to T u rk e y ’s name in  the w a r 
lineup. E vents — and not th is  
pact—w il l  te ll w ha t T u rke y  w il l  
a c tu a lly  do when the H it le r-  
S ta in  pa rtne rsh ip  goes to w o rk  
in  its  own p e cu lia r w ay in  
southeastern Europe.

There is another version also 
o f these same events. S ta lin  is 
depicted as hav ing  been v ir tu ­
a lly  ready to jo in  T u rkey  and, 
in d ire c t ly , B r ita in  and F rance , 
in  guarantee ing the sta tus quo 
in  the B a lkans. A t the la s t m in ­
ute H it le r  is said to have served 
pe rem pto ry  demands on his 
K re m lin  a lly , w ith  the  re su lt 
th a t S ta lin  in troduced  fresh 
c la im s  upon T u rkey  in  the con­
versa tions w ith  Saracoglu 
w h ich  T u rke y , under Anglo- 
F rench  pressure, refused to ac­
cept.

In  London a good deal o f e f­
fo r t  is  being extended to p u t 
th is  face on th ings, to m ake i t  
appear fo r  H it le r ’s bene fit th a t 
S ta lin  has a c tu a lly  been try in g  
to p u t over a back-door double- 
cross on h is G erm an a lly  and 
m a y  s t i l l  do so. Th is  is  no t be­
cause the B r it is h  desire to w in  
S ta lin  over to th e ir  side against 
H it le r . I t  is  because they  are 
hoping s t i l l  to  w in  H it le r  over 
aga inst S ta lin  by b reak ing  the 
M oscow -Berlin  axis.

B u t e ithe r even tua lity  s t i l l  is  
a w ays o ff, fo r  both w ith  re ­
spect to  no rthe rn  Europe and 
the B a lkans, both G erm any and 
Russia s t i l l  have too m uch to 
ga in  by w o rk in g  together to 
sac rifice  i t  by beginning, p re ­
m a tu re ly , to pu ll apart.

Cast Your A n ti-W a r Vote f o r  Shachtman and P a ine !

Socialist Appeal
O ffic ia l Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International— Issued Twice Weekly

WORKERS OF THE 
W ORLD U N IT E !

VO L. I l l ,  NO. 81 N E W  YO R K, TU E S D A Y , OCTOBER 24, 1939 1ST 3c a Copy

J. L. LEWIS OPENS DRIVE IN CIO 
TO “CLEAN HOUSE” OF STALINISTS
Defense to 
Appeal 
Mpls. T ria l 
Convictions
Time-Worn "Conspir­
acy" Formula Used to 
Frame WPA Prisoners

In The Fight Against War!

( Special to the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , Oct. 20 

— The Roosevelt administra­
tion won the first round in its 
persecution o f the W  P A 
strikers here.

Five out of eight defend­
ants in the first W P A  tria l 
were found guilty in Judge 
Joyce's Federal court Tues­
day morning.

A second trial, of four de­
fendants, -is -now .finder „\yay. 
A  third trial, involving 25 
other defendants, begins Oc­
tober 30. A  total of 193 strik­
ers have been indicted so far.

U nder W oodrum  Law
A ll are being tr ie d  under i 

p roy is ion  of the Roosevelt- 
W oodrum  R e lie f Law , m aking  
i t  a c rim e  to “ in te rfe re  w ith ”  
o r “ in tim id a te ”  W PA p ro jec t 
w orkers.

The five  convicted Tuesday 
were C arl Pem ble, M yron  P h il­
lips, R icha rd  Connell, Ben P a l­
m er and Leslie  W achter. They 
were found g u ilty  o f “ in tim id a ­
tio n ,”  in  an a lte rca tio n  on a 
p ro jec t, a lthough unre fu ted  tes­
tim o n y  established th a t a fas­
c is t on the job, P h ilip  S laugh­
te r, had attacked the s tr ike rs  
w ith  a kn ife .

D anger to Labor
F o u r o f them  were also found 

g u ilty  o f “ consp iracy”  to in te r­
fe re  w ith  W PA w orkers. In  his 
charge to the ju ry , Judge 
Joyce p ra c t ic a lly  ordered the 
ju rym e n  to fin d  the defendants 
g u ilty  on th is  count by his 
broad de fin ition  o f conspiracy.

The use o f th is  consp iracy 
charge by the Federa l govern­
m ent is seen here as the g ra v ­
est danger to a ll organized la ­
bor. I t  represents a re v iv a l, a t 
th is  la te  date, o f a ju r id ic a l 
fo rm u la  long d iscred ited  as a 
de libera te  device em ployed ag­
a inst the labo r m ovem ent when 
judges and em ployers could not 
prove ove rt acts. In  E ng lish  
com m on law , any “ cn sp ira cy ”  
was per se ille g a l. T h is  fo rm u la  
was dug up and app lied  to o r­
ganized labor f i r s t  in  the 1880’s 
and enabled prosecutors and 
judges to prosecute unions even 
though the au tho rities  could 
po in t to no acts com m itted  by 
the union men. The m ere o rga ­
n iza tion  o f a union, fo r  exam ­
ple, was ca lled  a conspiracy.

Strenuous s trugg les by o rg a ­
nized labor over m any decades 
f in a lly  fo rced the conspiracy 

(Continued on Page 2)

Strikes First Blow by 
Removing CP Clique 
From Strategic Posts

Lewis Crusade Spells End of the Stalinist 
Union-Wreckers in CIO— Conflict Breaks On 
Choice of Allied or H itler-Stalin W ar Camp

The above is a reproduction  of the fro n t page of the special four-page New Y o rk  E lec tion  issue 
o f the Socia lis t Appeal w h ich  was th is  week published by the New Y o rk  Loca l of the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty . The E lec tion  Issue conta ins the New Y ork e lection p rog ram , statem ents by 
Shachtm an and Paine as w e ll as o ther m a te ria l.

Union Puts the Lie to Phoney 
Charges Made by Auto Moguls

( Specia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
D E T R O IT , Oct. 20—The C h rys le r C orporation is covering  its  

v ic ious speed-up by a barrage  o f w ords. B u t a ll o f H erm an 
W eckle r’s (co rpora tion  vice-president) spouting can ’t  h ide the 
fa c ts : the w orke rs  have been locked out o f the fac to ries  because 
they cou ldn ’t  stand a speed o f p roduction  th a t broke th e ir  backs 
and shattered th e ir  nerves. W eck le r’s s tra w  bosses fire d  m en 
because they cou ldn ’t  keep up®; 
w ith  the pace. And now Weck- 
le r charges “ slowdowns” !

Refuse to M edia te  
T ha t the C hrys le r C orporation 

has no p u b lic ly  ju s tif ia b le  case 
now becomes c lea r as d a y lig h t

as can be seen fro m  th e ir  re ­
fusa l to m ediate the d ispute be­
fo re  the State Labor M ed ia tion
Board a t Lansing. Th is  m ed ia ­
tion  board, i t  w il l  be rem era- 

(Continued on Page 3)

N O T IC E !
There w il l  be an im p o rt­

a n t m em bersh ip  m eeting  o f 
Loca l N ew  Y o rk  th is  Sun­
day, O ctober 22. A11 m em ­
bers o f the SWP and Y P S L  
are ins truc ted  to be a t Beet­
hoven H a ll, 5th S tree t be­
tween 2nd and 3rd Ave., a t 
3 p. m . sharp.

Let the People 
Vote on War!

WIDE INTEREST 
SHOWN IN S.W.P. 
CANDIDATES

Shachtman and Paine 
Answer Many Queries 
Sent to Them

FUNDS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR WATSON DEFENSE!
fro m  m em bers o f Canadian la ­
bor o rganizations to assist them  
in  the s trugg le  fo r  W atson’s l ib ­
e ra tion . Despite the w a r-tim e  
d ic ta to rsh ip  th a t exists in  the 
D om in ion, m ak ing  ex trem e ly  
d if f ic u lt  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f , 
propaganda ca llin g  upon Cana-, 
d ian w orkers  to support the 
strugg le  fo r  W atson’s freedom , 
m any ind iv id u a ls  and m em bers 
of the Canadian Common­
w ea lth  Federa tion , the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a lis t S oc ia lis t W ork­
ers League and o ther labor o r­
ganizations have a lready been

active  in  the Watson Defense 
C om m ittee.

A CaU to A rm s 
M a ry  Green, N a tiona l Secre­

ta ry  o f the A m e rica n  Labo r 
A id , com m enting  on the a rre s t 
of the Canadian m ilita n t, s ta t­
ed, “ The W atson case is the 
f i r s t  exam ple on our continent 
of the e ffects o f the present w a r 
upon the rig h ts  and lib e rtie s  of 
the people on whose beha lf i t  
is  supposedly waged. I t  is  a 
danger s igna l to the w orkers 
and genuine fig h te rs  fo r  l ib e r ty  
th roughou t A m erica . I t  is  a c a l l ,

By G EO R G E C LA R K E

John L. Lewis' announcement that the C IO  w ill clean house 
of “ Communists”  means in simple English the beginning' o f 
the end o f Stalinist power in the American union movement.

The authoritative story o f Louis Stark in the N. V. Times 
(Oct. 17), reporting the coup o f John L. Lewis in the Exec­
utive Board tersely states the plan:

“ John L. Lewis is determined to rid the Congress o f Indus­
t r i a l  Organizations o f all 

Communist influence in the 
next year, according to reports 
here today concerning the cru­
sade which he set in motion at 
the meeting o f the Executive 
committee which followed the 
close o f the C IO  convention in 
San Francisco.”

S ta rk  goes on to  re p o rt the 
re p la c in g  o f  the  E xe cu tive  
C om m ittee  o f fo rty -tw o  as the 
po licy -m ak ing  pow er w ith in  the 
CIO by a board o f e igh t. The 
E xecu tive  C om m ittee  of fo r ty -  
tw o m em bers was heavy w ith  
S ta lin is t supporters, h a lf o r 
m ore  o f w hom  being m em bers 
o r fe llo w -tra ve lle rs  o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty . The new board 
o f e igh t is composed o f in d iv id ­
uals openly know n to be an ti- 
S la lin is ts . H a rry  B ridges was 
le ft o ff the board and his pow­
er as R egional D ire c to r of the 
West Coast cu rta ile d  to include 
on ly the State o f C a lifo rn ia . 
Jus t an entree to the m a in  
course s t i l l  to be served. 

S ta lin is ts  Done F o r 
The “ crusade”  w il l  now  be­

g in  in  earnest. L e w is ’ long e x ­
perience in  s lugg ing  h is oppo­
s itio n  o u t o f business in  the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers can ve ry  
w e ll serve as a p rev iew  o f the 
events to come in  the CIO. In  
every  In te rn a tio n a l U nion, c ity  
and s ta te  CIO C ouncil, in  every 
loca l un ion the S ta lin is t union 
o ffic ia ls  w il l  fee l the  m a iled  f is t 
o f the genera liss im o o f the 
CIO. They w il l  e ithe r renounce 
th e ir  fo rm e r a ffilia tio ns  and 
scu rry  like  ra ts  fo r  cover—as 
m ost o f th e m  w il l—or fin d  
them selves on the outside look­
ing  in . W here they  m ake any 
a tte m p t a t organized res is ­
tance, th e ir  cha rte rs  w il l  speed­
i ly  fin d  them selves in  the 
wastebasket, o r the o ffic ia ls  
and bureaucra ts  p laced on 
w a r-tim e  ra tions w ith o u t bene­
f i t  o f the fa t  CIO subsidies.

The c a la m ity  is upon the 
S ta lin is ts . There is ne ithe r re ­
tre a t o r escape fo r  them . They 
are fin ished  in  the CIO.

U nion-W reckers
W h a t has b rough t them  to 

th is  s o rry  pass? W hy has Lew is  
suddenly b rough t h is long­
s tand ing  a lliance  w ith  the un­
ion-w reckers to an a b ru p t te r ­
m ination?

E v e r since the inception  of 
the C IO revo lu tion is ts , ra d ica ls  
and progressives have w arned 
day in , day ou t o f the d isas­
trous e ffects S ta lin ism  w ould 
have on the m ost p rom is ing  un­
ion m ovem ent to a rise  in  th is  
coun try  fo r  decades. These p re ­
d ic tions and these w arn ings 
were con firm ed  every  inch  o f 
the w ay. S ta lin is t in f i lt ra t io n  in ­
to the SWOp helped weaken the 
even tua lly  lo s t " L it t le  S tee l”  
s tr ike . S ta lin is t opera tives a l­
m ost dev ita lized  the g re a t auto 
w orkers union by a d e b ilita tin g  
fa c tion  strugg le . S ta lin is t bur- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Flooded w ith  correspondence 
fro m  w ide ly  d iverse sections of 
the C ity ’s vo te rs  requesting 
pub lic  statem ents on num erous 
m u n ic ip a l issues, M a x  Shacht­
man and George L ym an  Paine, 
C ouncilm anic candidates o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty , today 
declared th a t “ These inqu iries , 
accom panied in m any cases by 
in v ita tio n s  to speak, a ttes t to 
the w ide scope o f in te re s t d is ­
p layed in  our an ti-w a r election 
p la tfo rm .”

T h a t the an ti-w a r e lection 
cam paign of the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a r ty ’s candidates 
has aroused the specia l a tten ­
tion  o f w orkers  th roughou t the 
c ity  is exem p lified  by the h ig h ­
ly  in te re s tin g  le tte r rece ived by 
the C am paign C om m ittee  fro m  
the Young C itizens C om m ittee 
F o r A P rogressive  C ity  Coun­
c il.

A m p lif ie s  Position
The le tte r, requesting Candi­

date Shachtm an to a m p lify  his 
an ti-w a r position, states, “ M ost 
im p o rta n t of a ll, we are se ri­
ously concerned w ith  the possi­
b i l i ty  o f our coun try  being in ­
vo lved in  the w a r. You m a y  be 
able to speak fo r  N ew Y o rk  
C ity ’s m illio n s  a t a tim e  when 
th is  issue is being debated in  
our Congress. W hat m easures 
do you support to  keep the 
U n ited  States ou t o f w a r .”

Candidates Shachtm an and 
Paine have a lready  rep lied  to 
questionnaires subm itted  by the 
C itizens N on-P artisan  C om m it­
tee, The C ity  A ffa irs  C om m it­
tee o f New Y o rk , the N ew  Y o rk  

(Continued on Page 2)

to a rm s in  the defense o f c iv ilpasses in  o rde r to move about, 
r ig h ts  d u ring  the d if f ic u lt  p e ri-a  dem ocracy w h ich  confiscates 
od ahead.”  the land o f K enya fa rm e rs  and

A rrested  one week a fte r Can-forces them  in to  wage la b o r a t 
ada ’s dec la ra tion  o f w a r uponsta rva tion  ra tes. The B r it is h  
G erm any, W atson, speaking in E m p ire ,”  W atson continued, “ is 
Toronto fro m  the p la tfo rm  ofno dem ocracy b u t a ragbag  of 
the S ocia lis t W orkers L e a g u e ,te rrito r ie s  stolen fro m  o ther 
declared, “ We are being askedpeoples d u ring  the la s t 200 
to f ig h t fo r  a dem ocracy w h ichyea rs .”
forces wom en to w o rk  a t n ine C a lling  upon the w orkers  of 
cents a day in  the coal m ines ofCanada to res is t and oppose a 
In d ia , w h ich  compels the N e-w ar in  w h ich  they have noth ing 
gro w orkers  o f South A fr ic a  to to  ga in  and eve ry th in g  to  lose, 
liv e  in  a p e s tile n tia l ghetto andW atson excla im ed, "W orke rs , 
to c a rry  as m any as eleven (Continued on Page 3)

R a lly in g  to the aid o f one of 
the f i r s t  v ic tim s  of w a r-tim e  
persecution, A m erican  m i l i ­
tants, in  a l iv in g  dem onstra tion  
o i in te rn a tio n a l so lid a rity , 
fo rm ed  th is  week the Watson 
Defense Fund  in  beha lf of 
F ra n k  W atson, English-C anadi- 
an w o rke r a rrested  on the 
streets o f Toronto Sept. 15 by 
the D om in ion  police fo r  his ou t­
spoken denuncia tion o f the im ­
p e ria lis t w a r.

The A m erican  Labo r A id , in ­
it ia to r  o f the Defense Fund, had 
been approached w ith  appeals
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"War Is  the Issue!” -Says Call to Writers and Professionals
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By B. J. WIDICK

WIDE INTEREST 
SHOWN IN S.W.P. 
CANDIDATES

4-Page Campaign Is­
sue of Appeal Gives 
Full Party Program

League for Cultural Freedom 
And Socialism Condemns W ar 
Plans of American Profiteers

A conference on w a r prices 
was in itia te d  by L a b o r’s Non- 
P a rtisan  League o f M assachu­
setts fo r the com ing week end 
a t Boston.

No doubt, th is  is the beg in­
ning of a na tiona l move on th is  
problem  by a ffilia te s  o f the 
CIO and by ce rta in  forces w ith ­
in the union m ovem ent, and i t  
deserves considerable a tten­
tion.

The o ff ic ia l ca ll fo r  the con­
ference states:

“ One week a fte r the begin­
n ing of w ar, wholesale prices 
of 30 foods had jum ped 17 per 
cent.

“ No one knows how soon s t i l l  
h igher prices, speculative or 
rea l, m ay seriously confron t 
one and one h a lf m illio n  in  
M assachusetts.

“ The tim e  to begin to organ 
ize fo r action is NOW.

“ Labor, consum er, coopera­
tive , fa rm e r and socia l groups 
are cooperating to m ake th is  
conference an e ffec tive  step to 
p ro tec t standards o f liv in g .

Price Councils
“ We urge you to take  p a rt in  

its p rog ram , w h ich  includes the 
fo llow ing  de fin ite  ob jectives:

"1 . To create perm anent W ar 
P rice  Councils, on a state, c ity  
and neighborhood basis.

“ 2. To support u tm ost use of 
ex is ting  federa l, state and m u­
n ic ip a l safeguards aga inst un­
ju s tifie d  p rice  increases.

“ 3. To supplem ent leg is la tion  
defending liv in g  standards. To 
create neighborhood buying 
groups, able to deal d ire c tly  
w ith  fa rm e rs ' m a rke tin g  coop­
e ra tives .”

yhQ,,,,qyick • response o f the 
CIO unions to the pressure of 
increased cost o f liv in g  th is  fa l l  
ind icates th a t such an appeal 
w ill m eet w ith  general approv­
al. M any CIO unions have de­
manded a rev is ion  o f contracts 
to a llow  fo r negotiations on im ­
m ediate wage increases, as we 
recen tly  discussed in th is  co l­
umn.

Action Is Real Key
D ire c t action by the CIO un­

ions is 's till the m a in  job in  the 
nex t period. H owever, there  is 
no th ing w rong in  supplem ent­
a ry  action provided i t  takes a 
p roper course. N e ithe r, i t  m ust 
be added, can take  the place of 
a serious strugg le  aga inst w a r, 
as the m a in  w ay o f fig h tin g  the 
ev ils  a ttend ing  im p e ria lis t w ar.

P a rtic ip a tio n  in  th is  and o th ­
er conferences o f a s im ila r  na­
tu re  m us t proceed fro m  th is  
po in t o f v iew  i f  the labo r m ove­
m ent is  to accom plish its  a im s.

A b lu n t w a rn ing  is  in  o rde r 
too. G rave doubt can be ex­
pressed about the re a l na ture  
and m eaning o f the M assachu­
setts conference under its  pres­
ent auspices.

K now ing  w hat a strang leho ld  
the S ta lin is ts  have had o f the 
L N P L  in  th a t area, th is  looks 
suspiciously like  another device 
to create a new “ f r o n t"  organ­
ization to replace those co llap ­
sing under the stigm a of 
“ stooge o u tf its .”

E ve ry  serious trade  un ion is t 
m ust f ig h t s trong ly  aga inst any 
a ttem p t of the S ta lin is ts  to cap­
tu re  con tro l o r m a in ta in  i t  over 
ar. o rgan iza tion  w h ich  m any 
w orkers w ant.

Unless th is  is a p re lim in a ry  
step of the genuine union e le ­
ments. the conference and s im ­
ila r  ones w il l  be s te rile  and 
serve on ly the in te rests o f the 
S ta lin ists.

Too Vague
The vague cha rac te r o f the 

th ree-po in t p rog ram  likew ise  
doesn’t  tend to create enthusi­
asm fo r  w ha t i t  c la im s  to be its  
purpose.

The f i r s t  conference i f  i t  is to 
have va lue, m ust answ er m ore 
sp e c ifica lly  how the w a r p rice  
councils w il l  f ig h t aga inst in ­
creasing costs of liv in g .

G e tting  m ore concrete about 
u tiliz in g  fede ra l, state and m u­
n ic ipa l safeguards aga inst “ un­
ju s tif ie d ”  p rice  increases is a l­
so h igh ly  in  o rder.

Unless these qua lifica tions  
can be rem oved, one m ust state 
ca te g o rica lly  th a t the whole 
move is doomed in  advance to 
m ere shadow-boxing w ith  the 
prob lem  o f increased cost o f l iv ­
ing, w ith  the add itiona l curse 
of S ta lin ism  ta in tin g  it .

I Continued fro m  Page 1)
[L ib ra ry  S ta ff Association, the 
: C itizens U nion o f the C ity  of 
:New Y o rk , the Jo in t C om m ittee 
o f Teachers O rganizations and 
the New Y o rk  C ity  League of 
Women Voters, the C am paign 
C om m ittee announced today.

R equesting th a t Candidate 
Shachtm an express h im se lf on 
the issue of fasc ism , the South 
B ronx  C om m ittee F o r T o le r­
ance. 403 E . 138 St., w rite s . “ De­
sirous of ascerta in ing  your 
stand w ith  rega rd  to the o rgan ­

iz a tio n s  known as the ‘C h ris tian  
I F ro n t’ and the -‘C h ris tian  Mo- 
, b ilize rs .’ Y ou r re p ly  w il l  be 
p u b lic ly  read a t a mass m eet­
ing  w hich we w il l  hold on Octo­
ber 25, 1939, a t P.S. 65, 141 St. 

liin d  Cypress Avenue, in the 
-Borough o f the B ro n x .”  (The 
| answer by Candidate Shacht­
m an appears elsewhere in  th is  
issue.)

Meetings Scheduled
Accepting the ir in v ita tio n , 

C a n d i d a t e  Shachtm an w ill 
speak a t a pub lic  mass m eeting 
of the New Y o rk  League o f Wo­
men Voters, M onday Evening, 
O ctober 23. a t B ronx H igh 
School of Science, 184 S treet 

'and  Creston Ave.. the C am ­
paign C om m ittee  announced.

I The C am paign C om m ittee al- 
|so announced today th a t Can­
d id a te s  Shachtm an and Paine 
w ill appear a t a m eeting o f the 
Womens C ity  Club o f New Y o rk ,

120 West 51 S treet, on Wednes­
day. N ovem ber

Lega l Action
Removed fro m  the ba llo t on 

a m ere te ch n ica lity  by the 
B oard  o f E lections, George L y ­
m an Paine was con fe rrm ^ w ith  
lega l counsel oh. the nex t move 
in  the f ig h t to restore h is name 
to the vo ting  lis ts , the C am ­
paign C o m m i t t e e  declared. 
“ Despite the e ffo rts  o f the 
Board o f E lections to deny the 
voters of M anhattan  an oppor­
tu n ity  to so lidarize  them selves 
w ith  the on ly a n ti-w a r cand i­
date now up fo r  e lection in  th a t 
B orough ,”  D w ig h t M acD onald 
stated, “ the w ide in te re s t a l­
ready d isp layed in  the M anha t­
tan  candidate o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkefs P a rty  speaks w e ll fo r 
the vote he w il l  ro ll up on elec­
tion  d a y .”

In  an ed ition  of thousands of 
copies, the C am paign C om m it­
tee issued the f i r s t  o f its  special 
tab lo id  supplem ents o f the So­
c ia lis t Appeal Wednesday, con­
ta in ing  the e lection p la tfo rm  o f 
the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  and 
the statem ents of the two can­
didates. Questions requesting 
fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n  on the cam ­
paign are flood ing  the offices of 
the C om m ittee fo r  Shachtm an 
and Paine. D w ig h t M acD onald 
made known today. The tab lo id  
cam paign ed ition  am p lifie s  the 
an ti-w a r, an ti-fasc is t p la tfo rm  
of the S.W .P., dec la ring  fo r  a 
Popu la r R eferendum  on W ar, 
and the fo rm a tio n  o f W orkers 
Defense G uards aga inst fasc is t 
provocation. F u ll r ig h ts  fo r  the 
Negro people and an end to the 
gouging o f the poor round out 
the e lection p la tfo rm .

Speaking before another w ell- 
attended e lection cam paign ra l­
ly  Wednesday. O ctober 18, a t 
H ollyw ood Gardens, P rospect 
Avenue and 162 S treet, Shacht­
m an stated, “ I  have been su r­
rounded on a ll sides by ques­
tions requesting me to state m y 
position on County R eform . 
Yes, I  am  fo r  County R eform . 
I ’m  fo r i t  one hundred percent. 
As a m a tte r of fa c t, I ’m  fo r  i t  

¡so m uch th a t I  w ould like  to 
see the present crow d o f office- 

I holders dispersed and in  th e ir  
I stead have th is  County adm in ­
is te re d  by subw ay w orkers, 
¡needle trades w orkers , long­
shorem en and bu ild ing  trades 

| w orkers. In  o ther words, I ’m  
fo r County R e fo rm  to the exten t 
th a t the w orkers them selves 
engage d ire c tly  in  runn ing  the 
a ffa irs  of gove rnm en t.”

M onday, O ctober 23, Shacht­
m an w il l  speak a t B ro n x  T e r­
race, T h ird  Ave., a t C larem ont 
P a rkw a y , a t another o f the se r­

ie s  of e lection ra llie s  arranged 
¡by the C am paign C om m ittee. 
¡E a r lie r  th a t same evening, 
¡Shachtm an w il l  address the 
¡New Y o rk  C ity  League o f Wo­
m en Voters a t the B ronx  H igh  
School o f Science, 184 St. and 
Creston Ave.

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL

Signed by 59 ra d ic a l w r ite rs , a  s ta te m e n t  
issued la s t w e e k  by the  L ea g u e  fo r C u ltu ra l  
F re e d o m  and  S o c ia lism  po in ted  to th e  w a r  as 
the  g re a t  issue of the  d a y , and c a lle d  upon 
w rite rs  and  p ro fess ion a l w o rk e rs  to  jo in  w ith  
th e m  in  opposing the  w a r  and  th e  w a r-m a k e rs .  
T h e  s ta te m e n t, w h ic h  speaks fo r  its e lf  as an  
outspoken  d e c la ra tio n  a g a in s t th e  im p e r ia lis t  
w a r  now  ra g in g  in  E u ro p e  as w e ll as aga in s t  
the R o o s e v e lt-W a ll S tre e t W a r  D e a l w h ich  is 
seekin g  to  d ra g  the  people into  the w a r ,  is 
h ere  p rin te d  in  fu ll:

Several months ago the League fo r C u ltu ra l 
F reedom  and Socia lism  addressed its  found­
ing sta tem ent “ to a ll a rtis ts  and w rite rs  con­
cerned about the present d r i f t  of the U n ited  
States to reaction  and w a r .”

“ C u ltu ra l c irc les , fo rm e r ly ’ p rog ress ive ,”  we 
w rote then, “ are now ca p itu la tin g  to the s p ir it  
of fasc ism  w hile  ostensib ly com ba tting  its  le t ­
te r. . . To the w a r d rive  of the fasc is t powers, 
they re p ly  w ith  a w a r d rive  o f th e ir  own. . . 
Insp ired  by S ta lin is t and so c ia l-re fo rm is t p rop ­
aganda, they advocate a new w a r fo r ‘dem oc­
ra c y ’ . Y e t th is  w a r m ust give b ir th  to m ili ta ry  
d ic ta torsh ip  and to fo rm s  of in te lle c tua l rep res­
sion fa r  m ore v io le n t than those evoked by the 
la s t w a r.”

Since th is  was w ritte n , the S ta lin is t reg im e 
has jo ined hands w ith  H it le r , and Poland has 
been pa rtitioned  between N azi G erm any and 
S ta lin is t Russia. The thunder o f the second 
w o rld  w a r is now shaking Europe. These g rea t 
h is to rica l events have shattered old a lig n ­
m ents over here and are c rea ting  new group­
ings. Less than a week before the Berlin -M os- 
cow pact was announced, fo r  exam ple, fo u r 
hundred A m erican  w rite rs , a rtis ts , educators 
and in te llec tua ls  signed th e ir  names to a s ta te ­
m ent of fa ith  in  the Sovie t U nion as a bu lw a rk  
of “ dem ocracy .”  C lea rly  w o rrie d  by the fo rm ­
ation o f the LC FS and s im ila r  groups .the fou r 
hundred sh a rp ly  rebuked a ll c r it ic s  o f S ta lin ­
ism  as fr iends  of fasc ism . Th is  docum ent has 
now become a h is to rica l cu rios ity .

Roosevelt Joins A llied Cause
B u t th is  is no tim e  fo r c ry in g , “ We to ld  you 

s o !”  The actua l ou tbreak of w a r in  Europe 
has reduced even the S ta lin -H itle r p a c t to  a 
second-rate question. The g rea t question now 
is : w ha t is the a ttitude  o f A m erican  in te lle c ­
tua ls, regardless o f past illus ions, tow ards 
A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in the w ar? W ar has 
become the issue.

I t  took a lm ost three years to sw ing the 
U n ited  States in to  the la s t w ar. A lready  the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  has served notice 
th a t i t  w il l  a tte m p t to do in  m onths w ha t the 
Wilson ad m in is tra tio n  took years to achieve. 
A lready  i t  is  devoting its  ch ie f energies not to 
dom estic re fo rm  bu t to fo re ign  po licy . So fa r  
as i t  lies in  the pow er o f the New D eal, A m e r­
ican blood and treasure  w il l  be la v ish ly  ex­
pended to help F rance  and E ng land crush 
once m ore th e ir anc ient im p e ria lis t r iv a l.

We loathe and abom inate fascism  as the 
ch ie f enem y o f a ll cu ltu re , a ll rea l dem ocracy, 
a ll socia l progress. B u t the la s t w a r showed 
on ly too c le a rly  th a t we can have no fa ith  in  
im p e r ia lis t crusades to b rin g  freedom  to any 
people. O ur e n try  in to  the w a r, under the s lo ­
gan of “ Stop H it le r ! ”  would a c tu a lly  re su lt in 
the im m ed ia te  in troduc tion  of to ta lita r ia n is m  
over here. O nly the G erm an people can free 
them selves o f the fasc is t yoke. The A m erican  
masses can best help them  by fig h tin g  at 
home to keep th e ir own libe rtie s .

The Duty of Artists and Writers
The w a r issue m ost in tim a te ly  concerns 

A m erican  in te llec tua ls . P a rrin g to n  su m m a r­
izes the effects o f the la s t w a r on our cu ltu re : 
"W ith  the e n try  o f A m e rica  in to  the w a r came 
a sharp change in  l ite ra ry  developm ent. R eg i­
m entation due to w a r psychology destroyed 
the m ovem ent o f socia l c r it ic is m . . . The l ib ­
e ra l m ovem ent in economics and p o lit ics  came 
to an a b rup t end.”  N or can we have any i l lu ­
sions about the e ffec t on our c u ltu ra l life  of 
A m erican  e n try  in to  th is  w a r. I t  w il l  mean co r­
rup tion  fo r those who accept it ,  s p ir itu a l i f  not 
physica l im p risonm en t fo r  those who refuse to 
conform . E ve ry  branch o f our cu ltu re  w il l  be 
set back fo r decades.

W hat can A m erican  a rtis ts  ¿£hd w rite rs  do 
a t th is  tim e?

In  a p ra c tica l, im m ed ia te  sense, they can 
help m ake a rticu la te  the strong opposition 
w hich the g rea t m a jo r ity  o f the A m erican  peo­
ple s t i l l  fee l to our e n try  in to  the w a r. The 
masses, who have noth ing  to ga in  and eve ry­
th ing  to lose fro m  another w a r, are fa r  fro m  
endorsing the P res iden t’s fo re ign  po licy . B u t 
th is  sen tim en t can again  be cheated, deceived, 
propagandized out o f existence as i t  was in  the 
last w ar, unless i t  is made conscious and g iven 
organized expression. H ere the in te llec tua ls  
can be o f the grea test service.

In  a m ore genera l sense, A m erican  w rite rs  
and a rtis ts  m ust pu t them selves on record 
against the w a r as a sym bol o f th e ir  accept­
ance of the respons ib ilities  o f th e ir profession. 
In  the la s t w a r, a whole generation of w r ite rs  
com m itted  s p ir itu a l su ic ide by ta k in g  p a rt in  
the o rgy. I f  on ly  fo r  the sake o f th e ir  own in ­
te g r ity , A m erican  in te llec tua ls  m ust now  s ig ­
nalize th e ir opposition no t only to w a r in  the 
abs trac t bu t sp e c ifica lly  to A m erican  en try  
in to  th is  w a r. I t  w ould be a b e tra ya l o f the 
hum an s p ir it  fo r them  to keep s ile n t a t th is 
tim e .

W ar is the g re a t issue today. We ca ll upon 
a ll A m erican  a rtis ts , w r ite rs  and professional 
w orkers to jo in  us in  th is  s ta tem ent o f im p la c ­
able opposition to th is  dance o f w a r in  w hich 
W all S tree t jo ins w ith  the Roosevelt adm in is ­
tra tio n .

(Signed) L ione l Abel, K a y  Boyle , Jam es 
B urnham , V. F . C a lverton , E leano r C la rk , 
Jam es P e te r Cooney, Jam es D ecker, D av id  C. 
DeJohg, P au l Dobbs, F . W. Dupee, Jam es T. 
F a rre ll,  Charles H e n ri F o rd , P h ilip  H . G ray, 
J r ., C lem ent Greenberg, W illia m  G ruen, E s ­
the r D. H a m ill, R obert H ivn o r, M e lv in  J. Las- 
ky, Jam es Lau g h lin  IV , D w ig h t M acdonald, 
John M cD onald, S he rry  M angan, R a lph  Man- 
heim , A lan  M a the r, C la rk  M ills , N orm an M in i. 
George L . K . M o rris , Culbex-tson M yers, G il­
be rt N e im an, Helen N ev ille , George N ovack, 
L ym an  Paine, Kenneth Patchen, C a rl P e te r­
son, W illia m  P h illip s , A r th u r P incus, F a ir f ie ld  
P o rte r, P h ilip  R ahv, Kenneth R exro th , T . C. 
Robinson, Jam es R o rty , H a ro ld  Rosenberg, 
H a rry  Roskolenko, M eyer Shapiro, D e lm ore 
Schwartz, W in fie ld  T . Scott, Gordon Sylander, 
John W hee lw righ t, W illia m  Carlos W illia m s, 
B e rtra m  D. W olfe.

—fo r the L E A G U E  FO R  C U LT U R A L  
F R E E D O M  AN D  SO C IALISM

The fo llow ing  non-m em bers o f the League 
have also signed the above s ta tem ent:

Louise Bogan. A n ita  B renner. Joseph Cor­
nell, R obert F itzge ra ld , M a lcom b Greene, W el­
don Kees, V ic to r Lawson, G orham  B. Munson, 
K a th a rin e  Anne P orte r.

(Please address a ll com m unica tions to : 
D w igh t M acdonald, 117 E ast 10 St., N . Y . C.)

LIVING THOUGHTS OF MARX
p resen ted  by

LEON TROTSKY
S ingle  c o p ie s .............................  $1.00 (less 10% cash  d iscount)

S p ec ia l ra te s  in  bundles  of 5 o r m o re  
T h is  n ew  book is a condensation  o f M a r x ’s 

C A P IT A L  by O tto  R u eh le  w ith  a  b r i l l ia n t  93 
page in tro d u c tio n  by Leon  T ro ts k y , d e a lin g  in  
the m a in  w ith  the  A m e ric a n  scene.

B y sp e c ia l a rra n g e m e n t w ith  the  p u b lish er (L o n g ­
m an s , G re e n  &  C o .) w e  a re  ab le  to  o ffe r  th is  new- 
book in  c o m b in a tio n  w ith  the  p a p e r c o ver F A S C IS M  
A N D  B IG  B U S IN E S S  A T :

S ing le  C o m b in a tio n  (1 book e a c h ) .........................  $1.50
C o m b in a tio n  o f 3 (3 books e a c h ) ....................... 3.75
C o m b in a tio n  of 5 <5 books e a c h ) ......................  6.25

RUSH YOUR ORDERS

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  

N e w  Y o rk  C ity

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SEE S P L E N D I D  FR E N C H  

F IL M , “ End o f a D a y .”  The­
a tre  p a rty , Oct. 23 th ru  27. 
T ic k e ts : Downtown Labo r 
Center, 51 E . 7 S t., o r N a­
tio n a l O ffice (C a ldw e ll). 65c.

A n  a tt r a c t iv e  poster has  
been  p re p a re d  to  a d v e rtis e  
the  co lu m n  in  th e  S o c ia lis t 
A p p e a l by J . R . Johnson on 
‘ ¡¿The N e g ro  Q uestion ” . T h e  
use o f these posters  on n ew s­
stands and  a t  m e e tin g s  w il l  
help  to in c re as e  the  sale of

the  p ap e r to  the  N e g ro  w o rk ­
ers . T h e  posters a re  on sa le  
fo r  f iv e  cents by the  N a t io n ­
a l N e g ro  D e p t., 116 U n iv e r ­
s ity  P la c e , N e w  Y o rk  C ity .

YOU A R E  IN V IT E D  to jo in  the 
Labo r Bodkshop C ircu la ting  
L ib ra ry . H undreds o f title s . 
La tes t novels, M a rx ia n  class­
ics, books on Econom ics, H is ­
to ry , etc. Low est ra tes in  the 
c ity ! 15c per week. Jo in  now !

BOOKS BO U G H T in  lo ts o r in  
s ingle volum es. E s tim a tes  
g iven on request. W rite  or 
v is it  Labo r Bookshop, 116 
U n ive rs ity  P lace, N .Y .C .

LIFE ISN'T HARD 
FOR ALL PEOPLE 
IN  HITLER-LAND

Accord ing to the Reich 
S ta tis tica l Bureau, G erm an 
N a tiona l Socia lism  has given 
to a t least one portion  o f the 
popula tion bu tte r as w e ll as 
guns.

Since the Nazis seized 
power in  1933, the sm a ll 
num ber o f G erm ans earn ing  
above $40,000 a year has in ­
creased th e ir  to ta l incom e 
by fo u r hundred percent.

Thus, w h ile  th is  sm a ll 
group eked out a m ere to ta l 
incom e o f $140,800,000 in  19- 
36, th e ir earn ings have in ­
creased to $584,000,000 in  19- 
39. W hich, as the saying 
goes, is p len ty  of B u tte r.

The lone d iss ident note 
s tru ck  by the o ff ic ia l incom e 
figu res revea l th a t f if ty - f iv e  
percent of the population 
made less than $12 a week in 
1938. T h is  e v il m a jo r ity , the 
figu res disclose, em bracing  
the lowest incom e brackets, 
earn as low  as $480 a year, 
o r 23 percent of the to ta l na­
tiona l incom e. In  contrast, 
the 1.2 percent o f the popula­
tion  a t the top receive 14 per 
cent of the to ta l na tiona l in -

DEFENSE WILL 
APPEAL MPLS 
CONVICTIONS

AFL Convention Pro­
tested Anti-Labor 
Indictments

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
fo rm u la  in to  disuse. Now, a t 
the d irec tion  o f A tto rney  Gen­
e ra l M u rphy , i t  is rev ived  ag­
a in  by the Federa l governm ent 
itse lf!

P repare  Appeal
The W PA Defense C o m m it­

tee, set up by the C entra l Labo r 
U nion, cen tra l body of a ll A F L  
unions here, is appealing the 
convictions to the next h igher 
court, the F edera l c irc u it  court.

The defense com m ittee  w ill 
hold a jo in t  m eeing today w ith  
the defense com m ittee  set up 
by the St. Pau l A F L  cen tra l 
body to p lan the n e x t steps in  
defending the T w in  C ity  labor 
m ovem ent aga inst the govern­
m ent prosecutions. An appeal 
fo r fin a n c ia l and m o ra l support 
of the W PA defendants w il l  go 
out to a ll unions th roughou t the 
state.

A F L  Protests Action
The p o ss ib ility  of a na tiona l 

trade union appeal on beha lf 
of the v ic tim s  was ind ica ted , 
when the A F L  na tiona l execu­
tive  council sent the fo llow ing  
w ire  to George M u rk , cha irm an  
of the M inneapolis defense 
com m ittee . The w ire  sa id :

"E xe cu tive  council passed 
reso lu tion p ro testing  aga inst 
a c tiv itie s  o f federa l courts  fo r 
proceeding in  severa l instances 
aga inst labo r unions or m em ­
bers in  e ffo rts  to d isc ip line  
them  fo r  union a c tiv ity  w h ich  
the labo r unions have a pe r­
fe c t r ig h t to exercise as m em ­
bers o f organized labor. W ill 
send you copies o f reso lu tion .”  
The te leg ram  was signed by 
Joseph N . W ebber, A F L  vice- 
president, fo r the executive 
council.

M A R IT IM E  W ORKERS 
DO T H E  BEST JOB

A couple o f m a r it im e  w o rk ­
ers, B . and G., ca rr ie d  on the 
m ost e ffec tive  w ork  recen tly  
on beha lf o f the Press. They 
proceed to con tac t sym pathe tic  
longshorem en and team sters in  
San F ranc isco  and collected a 
sum  of $24.00 fo r  the a n ti-w a r 
Press, the Socia lis t Appeal and 
The New In te rn a tio n a l. T h a t is 
w ha t we ca ll ve ry  fine  w ork , 
and the two com rades are here 
p u b lic ly  thanked.

I t  can be said, too, th a t loca l 
San F ranc isco  is now among 
those in  the fo re fro n t when i t  
comes to system atic  d is tr ib u ­
tion  and sale of the Socia list 
Appeal. U nder the ve ry  able d i­
rec tion  of E lo ise  Booth, the 
L ite ra tu re  C om m ittee and the 
com rades gene ra lly  are  tak ing  
seriously the task o f c ircu la tin g  
our Press. A lso severa l sub­
scrip tions have come in  la te ly  
fro m  there.

San F rancisco  has three 
squads of three each, w h ich  ro ­
ta te  over th ree  d is tr ic ts , N orth  
Beach, M ission and F illm o re . 
Two m eetings are held per 
week in each d is tr ic t. The 
crowds are b ig  and sym pathe t­
ic. O akland holds a m eeting 
each F r id a y  w ith  a speaker 
fro m  San F ra n c isco .'O n  occa­
sions as m any as 60 papers 
have been sold a t a s ingle 
m eeting  and the average is ab ­
out 35.
O TH ER  BRAN CH ES 
IN C R E A SE  ORDERS

A new o rde r of five  copies 
has been placed fro m  Ithaca , 
New Y o rk .

The H a rv a rd  S oc ia lis t League 
in  C am bridge, Massachusetts, 
has placed an o rde r fo r 30 cop­
ies o f each issue.

M inneapo lis  has taken steps 
recen tly  to im prove  the sales 
and d is tr ib u tio n  of the Socia list 
Appeal by covering  m ore  sys­
te m a tic a lly  the la rg e s t and 
m ost im p o rta n t newsstands in  
the c ity .,  Comrade Chester 
Johnson reports  th a t the resu lts 
o f these renewed e ffo rts  m e r it 
ve ry  close and sustained a tten ­
tion . Also they expect to be able

to u tilize  th e ir  fo ru m  season 
fo r  increased sales and sub­
scrip tions  both o f the Socia list 
Appeal and The New In te rn a ­
tiona l.

In  the m a tte r of subscrip tions 
in  the past week Chicago, Los 
Angeles and P lentyw ood, M on­
tana obta ined the best results. 
Chicago sent in  fo u r new  sub­
scrip tions and fo u r renew als; 
Los Angeles, fiv e  new subscrip ­
tions and P lentyw ood, fou r. 
The record  fo r the past week 
is 28 new subscrip tions and 13 
renew als as fo llow s:

Re-
New new al

Chicago 4 4
Los Angeles 5
M inneapo lis 2 3
P lentywood 4
St. Paul 2 2
New Y o rk  C ity 2 2
Boston 3 1
Rochester 2
New Haven 1
A llen tow n 1
Cleveland 1
Illin o is 1
M issouri 1

T o ta l 28 13
Am ong the c ities  th a t are  do­

ing  ve ry  w e ll in  sys tem atic  d is ­
tr ib u tio n  o f the Press are Roch 
ester, New Y o rk  and Lynn. 
Massachusetts.

Boston expects to be able to 
u tilize  va rious fo rum s fo r  sale 
o f the Press, hav ing  had some 
successes re cen tly  in  th a t re ­
spect.

South Bend now has a new 
agent, L u th e r J ., and F ra n k  
D a r t is  the new agent in  F lin t ,  
M ich igan .

Jack  G lover in  Los Angeles is 
ach iev ing  m ore success in  
bu ild ing  a system atic  c irc u la ­
tion  o f the paper.

P A Y M E N T S  M UST 
B E  M A D E  P R O M P T LY

The a tten tion  o f agents and 
branches is  ca lled  again to  the 
im p e ra tive  necessity fo r  pay­
m ents to be made p ro m p tly  and 
com p le te ly  on thb bundle ac­
counts. A few  im p o rta n t c ities  
have been a l it t le  la x  in  recen t 
days, b u t they re p o rt th a t 
w il l  be rem edied q u ick ly .

LEWIS CRUSADE SPELLS END 
OF C P INFLUENCE IN C 1 0

Help Us Distribute 

The Socialist Appeal— 
The Anti-W ar Paper

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
eaucracy, h igh-handed and a r ­
b itra ry  action drove fro m  the 
CIO the Southern Tenan t F a rm ­
ers Union, and the office w o rk ­
ers in  New Y o rk  and San F ra n ­
cisco. They plunged the West 
Coast labor m ovem ent in to  b it­
te r in ternecine w a rfa re . They 
w alked through p icke t lines, 
broke s tr ikes , organized a f is t ­
fu l of paper unions, helped keep 
the CIO chained to a com pany 
union p o lit ica l po licy . The S ta l­
in is ts  s tym ied  in  its  tra cks  the 
fu r th e r g row th  o f the CIO a fte r 
its in it ia l tum u ltuous upsurg- 
ence.

Penetra ted CIO
Lew is  was not ig n o ra n t of 

th e ir un ion-w recking  ro le. H is 
in fo rm a tio n  cam e th rough  a 
thousand sources and a thou ­
sand protests. The evidence 
was p iled m ounta in-h igh. B u t 
noth ing could d is tu rb  the id y l­
lic  nup tia ls . The m arria g e  was 
undisturbed by d iffe rences be­
cause no fundam enta l d iffe re n ­
ces existed. And the S ta lin is ts  
brought a ll the re la tives  and 
fr iends  to live  in  the Lew is  
household. Lee Pressm an hand­
ed down the law  to re c a lc it­
ran ts  fro m  the sanctum  o f L e w ­
is ’ own office in  W ashington. 
Len de Caux doctored the news 
in  the o ffic ia l CIO paper. O r­
ganizers whose on ly tw o v i r ­
tues were incom petence and 
Soalinist a ffilia tio n  were sad­
dled on every  CIO union and 
S ta lin is t office g ir ls  in  every o f­
fice  th a t w ould take them , 
j In  th e ir  bu reaucra tic  and 
d ic ta to r ia l methods, Lew is  saw 
on ly  a w o rth y  continuation  of 
h is own methods. In  th e ir  b e lly ­
c ra w lin g  before Roosevelt, in  
the “ dem ocra tic  fro n t aga inst 
F a sc ism ,”  Lew is could on ly see 
an a lliance  based on com m on 

¡princip les.
B reak on W ar

| As S ta rk  points out, the com ­
p la in ts  of M u rra y  and H illm a n  
over increasing  S ta lin is t in f lu ­
ence in the CIO had lit t le  e ffec t 
u n til now. U n til—

“ . . . the recen t H itle r-S ta lin  
pact led to the sudden abandon­
m en t of the C om m unist f ig h t 
aga inst fasc ism  and nazism , 
and affected the C om m unist 
po licy  in  the trade  unions where 
they were in flu e n tia l.”

The c o n flic t between Lew is 
and the S ta lin is ts  has draw n to 
the sharpest po in t over the

question of w a r. Not, to be sure, 
between a p ro -w ar and an a n ti­
w a r po licy . F a r, fa r  fro m  tha t. 
I t  is a c o n flic t between tw o 
cam ps o f w ar-m ongers ; Lew is 
supporting  the cam p o f Roose­
v e lt and his “ d e m o cra tic ”  a l­
lies and the S ta lin is ts  backing  
the H itle r-S ta lin  com bination , 
both o f them  in  hostile  opposi­
tion  to the rea l in te rests o f the 
w orkers  on the question of w a r. 
The issue o f the w a r m akes the 
d ivorce  f in a l and irrevocab le .

W ill the p a tr io ts  o f the S ta lin- 
H it le r  a lliance  re s is t L e w is ’ 
purge? On w ha t ground? On the 
grounds of bureaucracy, on the 
grounds o f the invasion  o f loca l 
and In te rn a tio n a l autonom y by 
Lew is  and Co.? W hat a p it i fu l 
song fo r them  to chant a fte r 
they established them selves be­
yond the s ligh tes t doubt as the 
cham pions of the bureaucra tic  
in te rven tion  of H illm a n  and 
M u rra y  in  the fa c tio n a l s tru g ­
gle in  the U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers U nion. They are not 
lik e ly  to get m uch atten tion  
fro m  the rank  and f ile  o f the 
CIO unions, who are qu ite  fa m ­
i l ia r  w ith  th e ir  records, on such 
a p rog ram . The rig h ts  o f m in ­
o rities , the r ig h t to hold p o lit ic ­
a l opinions, in  a w ord, inner- 
union dem ocracy—th is  is the 
ve ry  la s t p rog ram  on w h ich  the 
S ta lin is t w reckers , bureaucra ts 
and d ic ta to rs  can expect to get 
even the s ligh tes t hearing .

U nion m ilita n ts  and progres­
sives who w il l  f ig h t to the end 
aga inst any m an ifes ta tion  of 
bu reaucracy, can have lit t le  
sym pa thy  fo r  the S ta lin is t 
w reckers  them selves. The S ta l­
in is ts  are reap ing  the harvest 
o f the ro tten  seeds they have 
been sow ing in  the CIO move- 

Im ent. T h e ir c o n flic t w ith  Lew is  
is in  no way progressive—i t  is 

;a c o n flic t between tw o im p e r­
ia lis t flags.

C om pliance C erta in
I B u t th is  p red ic tion  m ay be 
;m ade sa fe ly. There w il l  be 
m ore com pliance than res is­

ta n c e  fro m  the S ta lin is t union 
bureaucra ts. Confronted w ith  
the choice between the flesh- 
pots of the Lew is  m achine and 
a ll the power and p o p u la r ity  of 
being on the r ig h t side of pow­
e rfu l A m erican  im p e ria lis m  on 

¡the one hand and the “ fo re ig n ,”  
¡“ a lie n ”  G .P .U . apparatus of 
Joe S ta lin  on the o ther—there  
w ill be l it t le  doubt assa iling  the

m inds of the S ta lin is t crow d, 
fro m  B ridges, C u rran , Q u ill 
down to the low lies t business 
age.nt.

Lew is  gave them  a lit t le  w ord 
o f advice, says S ta rk : “ He is 
said to have b lu n tly  to ld  those 
in  the room  [the  executive com ­
m itte e  m eeting) th a t there  was 
no room  fo r  p rom otion  in  the 
C IO fo r any one who was a ff i l i­
ated w ith  o r tr ie d  to c a rry  out 
the C om m unist p a r ty ’s polic ies. 
A ny one hoping fo r  a la b o r ca ­
reer, he said, should n o t be­
come a m em ber of the Com­
m un is t p a r ty .”

Th is  ukase w il l  w reak havoc 
w ith  the S ta lin is t forces in  the 
CIO m ovem ent: N o t on ly  w ill 
the leaders know  w h ich  side 
th e ir bread is bu tte red  on—but 
the supporters, m em bers and 
fe llow -trave le rs  o f the C.P. in  
the unions w il l  fa l l  aw ay like  
cha ff before the w ind . A ll  the 
young hopefuls, the ca reer boys 
who hopped on the C.P. band­
wagon to get a job , w il l  hop o ff 
w ith  v e ry  indecent haste, a ll 
the fe llow -trave le rs  who w an t­
ed to be on the “ r ig h t s ide ”  
w il l  become the m ost ra b id  op­
ponents o f the C om m unist p a r­
ty . The a ir  w il l  reek w ith  d is ­
c la im e rs  — m ore people w ill 
“ deny”  a ff ilia tio n  w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts  than m ost people ev ­
e r believed belonged to them .

The decap ita tion  o f S ta lin is t 
in fluence in  the trade  unions 
w il l  cleanse i t  o f a v iru le n t pois­
on. The method o f th e ir  e lim in ­
ation, the issue th a t provoked 
it ,  un fo rtuna te ly  w ill no t s treng ­
then m ilita n c y  and dem ocracy 
—i t  w il l  s trengthen the hand, 
fo r the tim e  being, o f the w a r­
m ongering  Lew is  clique.. B u t 
on ly  fo r  the tim e  being. The 
rea l s trugg le  of the rank  and 
f ile  w il l  rise  w ith  g rea te r force 
in  the days and m onths to 
ccme.

Class c o n s c i o u s  m ilita n ts  
m ust take care no t to  lin e  up 
w ith  e ithe r of these im p e ria lis t 
cam ps expressed in  the s tru g ­
gle between the S ta lin is ts  and 
the Lew is  bureaucracy. T h e ir 
du ty  is c le a rly  ind ica ted . I t  is 
the fo rm a tio n  o f the th ird  cam p 
aga inst im p e r ia lis t w a r and its  
re c ru it in g  sergeants in  the  la ­
bor m ovem ent. The purge of 
the S ta lin is ts—by a ll m eans! 
B u t class conscious w orkers 
w il l  organize to extend th is  
purge to the o ther cam p as 
w e ll, the L e w is -H illm a n  gang. 
And th a t purge can on ly  be c a r­
rie d  o u t w ith  h e a lth fu l e ffects 
fo r the union m ovem ent when 
i t  is ca rr ie d  th rough  by dem o­
c ra tic  means w h ich  b rings  the 
rank  and f i le  in to  action.
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"L A B O R  W ITH  A W H IT E  SKIN  CAN 
NOT E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H ER E  
LA BO R  W ITH  A B LA C K  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D ” —K A R L  M A R X .THE

NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R.

The Negro petty-bourgeoisie as represented fo r instance in  
the P ittsb u rg  C ourie r o f A p r il 29, can m ake c lea r analysis of 
such a fundam enta l c o n flic t as im p e ria lis t w a r. I t  can po in t out 
tha t fo r the la rge  masses of Negro and o ther co lon ia l peoples 
of the w orld , v ic to ry  fo r the •‘dem ocracies”  or. v ic to ry  fo r  the 
d ic ta to rsh ips w ould m ake precious l it t le  d iffe rence. T rue  the 
C ourie r drew  the fa lse conclusion th a t Negro and co lon ia l em an­
c ipa tion  could be gained by the im p e ria lis ts  destroy ing  each 
jth e r. The C ourie r sa\v th a t the m a jo r ity  of w h ite  people. i.e .,th e  
w orkers and fa rm e rs  have lit t le  enough “ d e m o cra cy", no t nea rly  
enough to die fo r  a t any ra te . B u t i t  fa ile d  to show th a t i f  w h ite  
w orkers in  Europe and A m erica , and the m illio n s  of oppressed 
colonia ls in  A fr ic a , In d ia  and the West Ind ies a ll have noth ing 
to gain by dy ing  fo r im p e ria lis m , the th in g  to do is to un ite  
against both types o f im p e ria lism s , w hether fasc is t o r “ dem o­
c ra t ic ” .

S till the C ourie r is not a re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t jo u rn a l. And 
its  po licy, m uddled and im p ra c tic a l, is no t to be lig h t ly  d is­
missed. I t  has the g rea t advantage of recogniz ing the fa c t th a t 
violence on a la rge  scale alone w il l  su ffice  to break colonia l 
s lavery . B u t your petty-bourgeois of w hatever race, however 
revo lu tiona ry  he m ay sound, m ust have a pow erfu l revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty , based on the w o rk in g  class, o r he w il l  cap itu la te  before 
the im p e ria lis ts  a t the f ir s t  sound of a gun.

Courier Begins to Move Backward
W ar broke out on Septem ber 4. On Septem ber 9 the C ourie r 

s t i l l  takes a ra d ica l position “ The w a r in  Europe need not deta in 
us because i t  w il l  m ake no d ifference to us who w ins. O ur im ­
m ediate concern should be the w a r in  w h ich  we ourselves are 
engaged and have been engaged fo r a long tim e . T h a t w a r is a t 
once ex te rna l and in te rn a l aga inst the oppression and e xp lo ita ­
tion fro m  w ith o u t and against d isorgan iza tion  and lkck  of con­
fidence w ith in .”

The w a r o f the Negro in  th is  coun try  is to acquire  education­
al fa c ilit ie s  fo r  ch ild ren , m ore jobs, g rea te r progress in busi­
ness, socia l eq u a lity  in  A m erica , and above a ll se lf-respect, d is ­
c ip line  and in te llig e n t leadership among Negroes. “ O ur w a r”  
concludes th is  e d ito ria l “ is  no contest between d ic ta to rsh ip  and 
dem ocracy” , “ ou r w a r is a contest between s u rv iv a l and de­
s tru c tio n ". When th is  is fu l ly  rea lized by a ll o f us our progress 
w ill be m uch m ore ra p id ” .

There are s t i l l  some o f the brave words of the A p r il sp rin g ­
tim e . N e ithe r “ dem ocracy”  nor d ic ta to rsh ip . B u t gone is  the 
idea o f se lf-destruction  by im p e ria lis m  as the on ly w ay of N e­
groes earn ing  fu l l  equa lity . The C ourie r th inks th a t when N e­
groes see th ings m ore c le a rly  then “ progress w il l  be m uch m ore 
ra p id ” .

How can you in  A p r il see hope on ly when the im p e ria lis ts  
destroy each o ther and in  Septem ber be sure of rap id  progress 
as soon as you rea lize  th ings m ore fu lly . You rea lized them  
fu lly  enough s ix  m onths ago.

In  the fo llow ing  issue, Septem ber 16, the C ourie r takes a 
g rea t step backw ard , i t  notes, in  an e d ito ria l a rtic le , th a t Roose­
ve lt has declared the U n ited  States n eu tra l. B u t i t  sees and says 
th a t Roosevelt and A m erican  business are no t re a lly  neu tra l. 
They w an t to help F rance  and B r ita in  by sending supplies and 
w il l  do so as.soon as convenient. W here, argues the C ourier, do 
ftegroes stiand on th is  question. The re p ly  is astounding. Negroes 
made g rea t •progi'dss in  the las t w a r. I f  A m erica  does not expo rt 
m un itions the re  w il l  be a job-s lum p (there is one on now, since 
1929) and N eg roes .w ill su ffe r. So Negroes should support A m e r­
ican sales’ to B r ita in  and F rance and so assure jobs fo r  th e m ­
selves. “ Oh, w ha t a fa l l  was there, m y  c o u n try m e n !”  The g rea t 
e x te rm ina tion  o f im p e ria lis m  by w h ich  Negroes were to enter 
in to the prom ised land has now shrunk in to  a w a r to help get 
jobs fo r Negroes. You never know where you are w ith  a pe tty- 
bourgeois.

See “ Democracy"  for What I t  Is
You never know where you are w ith  them  indeed. F o r in  the 

next issue, Septem ber 23, the C ourie r takes a step fo rw a rd . I t  
denounces w a r fo r  “ dem ocracy” .

“ Before any o f our people get undu ly  excited about S AV IN G  
D EM O C RACY in  Europe, i t  should be ca lled  to  th e ir  a tten tion  
th a t we have NOT Y E T  A C H IE V E D  D EM O C R AC Y H E R E .

“ We cannot save w ha t DOES NOT E X IS T .
“ None of the hundreds o f m illio n s  o f CO LO RED P E O P LE  

under the U nion Jack  have A N Y  VO IC E  in  the B r itis h  P a r lia ­
ment.

“ They are A L L  A T  W AR w ith  G erm any, bu t they had NO 
VO TE  in  the m a tte r.

“ None of the b lack  people who live  in  the F rench  E m p ire  
have A N Y  VO IC E  in  the Cham ber o f Deputies except those fro m  
Senegal and Guadeloupe.

“ Y e t they are A L L  A T  W AR w ith  G erm any and m ust supp ly 
M E N  and RESOURCES.

“ I f  dem ocracy means ta xa tion  and conscrip tion  W ITH O U T 
R E P R E S E N T A T IO N , then these B r it is h  and F rench  colonials 
A R E  liv in g  in  dem ocracies.

“ There are re a lly  NO D EM O C R AC IES where b lack people 
are concerned, and there fo re  any ta lk  about b lack people f ig h t­
ing fo r dem ocracy when they are fig h tin g  fo r  F rance and E ng ­
land is POPPYCOCK.

“ B la ck  people m ay have a S M A L L  M E A S U R E  of dem ocracy 
in the U n ited  States, bu t a V E R Y  sm a ll m easure .”

The a rt ic le  exposes the tr ic k s  o f A m erican  ca p ita lism  in its  
plans on the Negro and ends: "H e  (the Negro) w ould have to 
have some A T  H O M E  before fig h tin g  fo r any A B R O A D .”

O ur petty-bourgeois is again u tte r in g  ra d ica l sentim ents. 
There is on ly one po in t om itted . Suppose the Negro does not get 
“ dem ocracy”  a t home. W hat then? F ig h t aga inst the w ithho lders 
of dem ocracy here? The C ourie r says noth ing. Take a guess now 
a t w ha t w il l  appear in  the nex t issue. Step fo rw a rd  or back­
ward? B ackw a rd  you say? A bso lu te ly  co rrect.

SHACHTMAN SEES N.Y. HOUSING 
PROGRAM FLEECING THE POOR 
WHILE REALTORS LINE POCKETS

Prosperity Through What?

By R U TH  J E F F R E Y
“ 2.500,000 New Y o rke rs , or 

cne -th ird  of the c ity ’s residents, 
live  in  houses u n fit fo r human 
h a b ita tio n ,”  declared Max 
Shachtm an, Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  counc ilm an ic  candidate, 
in  launching  his cam paign fo r 
be tte r housing of New Y ork  
C ity ’s masses. “ There are 17 
square m iles  of c rim e  and d i­
sease-ridden s lum  in the c ity . 
Basing ourselves on the e s ti­
mates of the c ity  Housing A u­
th o r ity  itse lf, we see th a t th ir ­
ty - five  g ian t housing p ro jects of 
Red Hook p roportions would 
have to rise in  the c ity  each 
year fo r five  years, in  o rder to 
w ipe out these areas of b lig h t 
and m isery .

“ To f i l l  th is  c ry in g  local 
need, $2,500,000,000 would have 
to be expended,”  Comrade 
Shachtm an pointed out. " In  the 
l ig h t of these facts, the to ta l 
New Deal a llo tm en t of $800,000.- 
000 fo r ‘s lum  - c lea rance ’ 
th roughout the nation is seen 
fo r  the m iserab le  fra u d  th a t i t  
is ; and Federa l Housing Com­
m issioner Straus, who tours the 
land boasting of New Deal s lum - 
clearance and rehousing, and 
ca lls  on the w orkers  to demon­
stra te  th e ir  thankfu lness w ith  
‘na tiona l u n ity ’ , is seen fo r the 
fraudu len t W ar Deal stooge 
th a t he is.

S trauss’ A im
“ When Strauss ca lls  upon 

New Y o rk  Housing C om m ission­
er R he ins te in ,”  Shachtm an ex­
pla ined in  discussing the m uch 
public ized R heinstein res igna­
tion , “ not to over-line  the pock­
ets of the b ig  rea l estate boys 
w ith  federa l funds, he is not 
looking out fo r the ‘pub lic  
good’ . S trauss is m ere ly  try in g  
to s tre tch  the r id icu lo u s ly  sm a ll 
fede ra l housing g ran t, so th a t 
the f l im s y  smokescreen o f 'New  
D ea l' pub lic  w orks m ay not 
blow  aw ay e n tire ly  before 
Roosevelt leads us in to  the w ar. 
Strauss m ay also be e a r-m a rk ­
ing  the va luable  New Y o rk  C ity  
Housing C om m iss ioner’s job 
fo r  h im se lf fo r  the approaching 
day . when the USHA fo lds up 
fo r la ck  o f funds. - 1

"H o w e v e r,”  sa id the Socia l­
is t W orkers P a rty  candidate, 
“ to take up cudgels fo r R he in­
ste in would be m ere ly  to ex­
change one an ti-labo r housing 
com m issioner fo r  another. I t  is 
true  th a t R heinstein is an ex­
perienced b u ilde r and has d i ­
rected m ost of w hatever re ­
housing New Y o rk  has seen. 
B u t in  the process he has lean­
ed over backw ards to p lay ba ll 
w ith  the bankers and the rea l 
estate in te rests to the exten t of 
fla u n tin g  two o f the re la tiv e ly  
good provis ions of the Federa l 
Housing A ct. The U SH A ’s $1399 
ce iling  on annual incomes of 
e lig ib le  tenants to housing p ro j­
ects gives a handfu l of re lie f 
fa m ilie s  a chance to savor ha lf- 
decent housing. R heinste in  and 
his banker fr iends  are, of 
course, opposed to th is  fra n k  
acceptance o f re lie f as a p e r­
m anent fa c to r in  the govern­
m ent set-up and w an t th is  c e il­
ing raised. They do not w an t to 
recognize the need fo r  rehous­
ing  the dole-supported unem ­
ployed, who live  in  the ve ry  
w orst slum s.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

“ A ga in , the U nited States 
Housing A u th o r ity ’s ce iling  of 
$1.50 per square foo t on the cost 
of land— w hich is, as you can 
see, $15,000 fo r every l it t le  100 
x 100 parce l o f land invo lved— 
a lready gives ta c it approva l to 
cold-blooded fleecing  of the 
masses by the rea l estate in ­
terests. To ask, as Rheinstein 
does, fo r  an even h igher ce iling  
on land cost is to countenance 
h ighw ay-robbery. I t  is not fo r 
noth ing th a t Cham bers o f Com­
m erce ‘dep lore ’ R he inste in ’s 
res ignation . Was i t  not R hein­
stein who a rranged th a t neat 
lit t le  deal in Queens w h ich  in ­
vo lved, not rem ova l o f s lum - 
dw ellings to m ake w ay fo r  the 
Queensbridge p ro jec t, but the 
purchase instead of expensive, 
vacan t in d u s tria l land? ”

“ We m ust have done w ith  
grossly inadequate m akesh ifts  
o l both the Strauss and the 
R heinstein va rie ties . The slum s 
o f New Y o rk  m ust go! The New 
Y ork  C ity  Housing A u th o rity  i t ­
se lf asked the Federa l govern­
m ent fo r  $1,500,000,000 in 1935, 
to finance the clearance and re ­
housing of the ten w orst square 
m iles of New Y o rk  s lum . B u t 
Roosevelt turned down th is  p ro ­
posal.

“ The people of New Y o rk  de­
mand the e lim in a tio n  of a ll 17 
square m iles  o f s lum , once and 
fo r a ll. The easily-ra ised sum 
of $2,500,000,000 is needed w ith  
w hich to do it.

“ We fu r th e r dem and th a t the 
s lum  areas be expropria ted  by 
the c ity , w ith  not a cent in  pay­
m en t to the blood-sucking land ­
lords. These harp ies have a l­
ready received m any tim es 
over the value o f th e ir  p rope rty  
in  the ren ta ls  they have e x to r t­
ed fro m  generations o f sweated 
s lum -dw elle rs. They have cost 
the people of New Y o rk , fo r  so­
c ia l w ork  in  these areas, m any 
tim es w ha t they have rem itted  
in  taxes. They have grow n fa t 
on the lifeb lood of New Y o rk ’s 
poor. N ot less im p o rta n t, ex­
p ro p ria tio n  o f th is  land w ould 
apprec iab ly  low er the ren ta l 
cost, to p rospective tenants, of 
apa rtm ents  in  the new housing 
developm ents.”

An Answer to the Latest Hue and Cry 
Against the Marxist Position on the War

By F E L IX  MORROW

I t  is ve ry  hard  to fin d  a conscientious opponent o f the re vo lu ­
tiona ry  m ovem ent, rem arked  Len in , and especia lly  hard  to 
find one among the cen tris ts—those who stand between the 
brazen re fo rm is ts  and the revo lu tion is ts . A t f i r s t  thought, Len ­
in ’s re m a rk  m ay appear se lf-righteous, bu t a ll experience tes­
tifie s  th a t i t  is  a s im p le  tru th .

A c u rre n t exam ple is the pro-Ang lo-F rench reso lu tion  adopted 
Oct. 4 by the A m erican  La b o r P a rty  leadership. Those who 
w rote  i t—the needle trades bu reaucracy and the Social D em o­
c ra tic  Federa tion—on the whole m ake no bones about the m ean­
ing  o f the resolution. The re a l pu rveyors  o f confusion am ong 
the reso lu tion ’s proponents are the “ le ft w in g ” : the N orm an 
Thom as Socia lists and the Lovestoneites. T h e ir vote fo r  the 
reso lu tion being in  fla g ra n t con trad ic tion  to th e ir  o ff ic ia l a n ti­
w a r stand, they are com pelled to defend the reso lu tion  deviously 
and dishonestly, whereas the brazen w ar-m ongers o f the Social 
D em ocra tic  Federa tion  can defend i t  fo r  w ha t i t  re a lly  is.

Instead o f a ttem p ting  to answer ou r sharp  c r it ic is m  o f th e ir  
cow ard ly  ca p itu la tio n  to the trade  union bureaucra ts on th is  
im p o rta n t question, the Thom asites and Lovestoneites have now 
ra ised a hue and c ry  aga inst the T ro ts k y is t position on—the 
in e v ita b ility  of A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w a r!

In  th e ir  ind ignan t protests they are ca re fu l to leave unsaid 
w hat our com plete position is : th a t A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  is 
inev itab le  i f  the w orke rs  p e rm it the dem ocra tic  - im p e ria lis t 
governm ent to rem a in  in  power. B u t th a t is on ly p a rt o f what 
they leave out.

What Is the Marxist Tradition?
Since the ve ry  beginning of ou r m ovem ent (and before tha t, 

in  the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l of Len in  and T ro tsky ) we have 
pred icted the in e v ita b ility  of the present w a r, and the in e v ita b ility  
of A m erican  c a p ita lis m ’s p a rtic ip a tio n  in  it .  Y e t now is the 
f i r s t  tim e  th a t the Lovestoneites (I ca n ’t  speak fo r  the Thom as­
ites, who never troub led  m uch about theory) ob jec t to th is  
theory. Up to yesterday, in  fa c t, the Lovestoneites ( f ir s t  as ad­
herents o f the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l, then as an opposition 
fac tion , then as an “ independent C om m un is t”  tendency) avow ­
edly and e x p lic it ly  adhefed to the-sam e th e o ry ! When d id  they 
abandon it?  N ot anyw here e x p lic it ly , u n til they began to a ttack  
us fo r  ho ld ing  it.

To estab lish by docum entation th a t the theory in question was 
a fundam enta l tenet o f Len in ism  w ould not, however, im press 
the Thom asites, who were never Len in is ts , nor the Lovestone­
ites, who have abandoned the fundam enta ls of Len in ism . I t  is 
m ore to the po in t, the re fo re , to re m in d  them  th a t the theory  
of the in e v ita b ility  of w a r under ca p ita lism  does no t begin w ith  
Bolshevism . Before the re vo lu tiona ry  years of the T h ird  In te r ­
na tiona l, th a t theory was a fundam enta l tenet of the Second 
(Socia list) In te rn a tio n a l. One has bu t to re ca ll the resolutions 
adopted by its  various congresses. The S tu ttg a rt (1907) reso lu­
tion, fo r exam ple, says, a fte r describ ing  the im p e r ia lis t ch a r­
acter of m odern ca p ita lism : “ W ars, there fo re , are p a rt o f the 
ve ry  na tu re  of ca p ita lism ; they w il l  cease on ly  when the cap­
ita l is t  system  is abolished. . . .”

The ind igna tion  o f Messrs. Thom as, B e rtra m  W olfe and Love- 
stone should, the re fo re , be d irec ted  aga inst the en tire  M a rx is t 
tra d it io n  on w ar. A ll th e ir  te rm s  o f reproach— “ false in  fa c t ,”  
“ deadly poison to any re a l an ti-w a r s tru g g le ,”  “ fa ta lis m , de­
fe a tis m ,”  e tc.—should be d irec ted  aga inst the delegates fro m  
a ll countries in  the S tu ttg a rt congress, who voted fo r  th is  
doctrine . T rue , there  were those in  the in te rn a tio n a l S oc ia lis t 
m ovem ent who, even.then, disagreed w ith  the doctrine. Strange-

SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY RUSH FUNDS
Garbage Is Yours 
For the Asking

G A R Y, In d .—In  a pa thetic  b u rs t of benevolence, the 
g ra y in g  C ity  Fa thers  o f G a ry  took w ha t they believed to 
be a long step tow ards so lv ing  the annoying prob lem  of the 
ill- fe d , ill-housed, and ill-c lo thed .

F ro m  now on, i t  was announced fro m  C ity  H a ll, i t  w il l 
be e n tire ly  lega l fo r the underfed citizens here to search 
th rough garbage cans fo r surp lus foods. A ccord ing  to the 
notice released by the C ity  Fathers , a ll scavengers w il l  be 
supplied w ith  licenses. A pp lican ts , however, m us t show 
th a t they are in  rea l need. Those fo rtunates who receive 
the licenses m ust live  up to the code govern ing the garbage 
nunt. They m ust keep th e ir  search on a neat and sa n ita ry  
level.

In  a good days search, i t  is believed here, an en te r­
p ris in g  scavanger m ay be able to re lieve  both the garbage 
can and his hunger w ith  any num ber of delectable item s. 
Scraps o f top-steak, s lig h tly  chewed tea biscuits, s lig h tly  
burned f i le t  and cork-tipped c iga re tte  butts are considered 
on ly an id le  d a y ’s search.

The C ity  Fa the rs  were so elated w ith  th e ir new found 
“ p la n ”  th a t they posed fo r photographers in  the act of 
issuing licenses to th e ir less fo rtuna te  neighbors.

FOR DEFENSE 
OF WATSON !

Uuion Puts the Lie to Phoney 
Charges Made by Auto Moguls

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
let us own Canada before we 
fig h t fo r i t . ”

Funds Needed
Sw ing ing in to  the cam paign 

to ra ise money fo r the strugg le  
to ob ta in  W atson’s freedom , the 
A m erican  Labo r A id  has a l­
ready d ispatched appeals to its  
branches a ll over the coun try .

Jam es P. Cannon, N ationa l 
S ecre tary o f the S oc ia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty , h a ilin g  the fo rm a tion  
o f the Defense Fund, ca lled up­
on a ll m em bers of the p a rty  
and the Young Peoples Socia l­
is t League to con tribu te  to the 
fund.

The Socia list Appeal, in  a 
leading e d ito ria l on the Watson 
Defense Fund, stated, “ He is a 
hero in  the eyes o f the w ork ing  
class, a f ig h te r captured by the 
enemy. Th is f ig h te r m ust be 
freed and no stone m ust be le ft  
un turned to e ffec t his lib e ra ­
tio n .”

F riends are urged to rush a ll 
con tribu tions to the A m erican  
Labor A id , Watson Defense 
Fund. 125 W est 33 St., (Room 
201). New Y o rk  C ity .

The C ourie r e d ito r ia l co lum n is once m ore u rg ing  A m erican  
ca p ita lism  to use the w a r as a means o f p rospe rity . Raise the 
em bargo, create jobs and g ive  some to Negroes. B u t about the 
destruction  o f A m erican  im p e ria lism ?  You don’t  destroy some­
th ing  by m ak ing  i t  prosperous. T h a t is the k ind  o f mess you get 
into when you have hot a c lea r re vo lu tio n a ry  p rog ram , opposed 
to im p e ria lism , everyw here, a t a ll tim es. W hat the C ourie r w il l  
do tom orrow  or the day a fte r we do not know but w e 'can  guess. 
F ive  steps backw ard  and half-a-step fo rw a rd . And i f  the 
w orkers and fa rm e rs  do not p reven t Roosevelt d ragg ing  th is  
country in to  w a r, then when A m erica  enters, the C ourie r is go­
ing to ca ll on Negroes everyw here to fig h t fo r “ dem ocracy” , 
the “ dem ocracy”  A m erican  ca p ita lism  has w ithhe ld  fro m  the 
Negro fo r 75 years and w h ich  w il l  be prom ised a fte r the new 
w a r is  over.

How grand the beginn ing was in  A p r i l!  L e t the im p e ria lis ts  
destroy each other. Today i t  is a question o f jobs. In  ou r p a m ­
phlet “ W hy Negroes Should Oppose W a r”  by J. R. Johnson (32 
pages, 5 cents) we outline  our po licy  on Negroes and w a r. B u t 
the C ourie r has no po licy . I t  va c illa te s  fro m  the extrem e of 
b loodth irstiness to using the w a r fo r  jobs. There you have your 
petty-bourgeois com plete, a lw ays group ing  between the im p e r­
ia lis t and the re vo lu tiona ry  w orkers. A re  they lost? N ot by any 
means. Quite a few  car) be won today and though some are born 
tra ito rs , m any can be won fo r  the revo lu tion  tom orrow .

B u t there  is on ly one w ay. B u ild  a pow erfu l revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty . L e t i t  look as i f  i t  means business. L e t i t  a c t as i f  i t  d<*:s. 
And when i t  leads the masses in to  action on a grand scale, we 
have a chance to te a r the petty-bourgeoisie aw ay fro m  the im ­
peria lis ts. I t  is  pow er and power alone th a t keeps these w a ve r­
ing elem ents fro m  w ave ring  so m uch. They rush to the im p e r­
ia lis ts  today. B u t an equal power can pu ll them  aw ay in  tim e , 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  pow er o f the masses. I t  is up to us to bu ild  
th a t power.

(C on tinued  fro m  P age 1)
bered. was created on the in ­
sistence o f the stooges o f the 
auto corpora tions in  the state 
leg is la tu re .

The C hrys le r C orporation de­
c lares i t  is w illin g  to negotiate. 
B u t behind th is  s m ilin g  fro n t, 
is the b lu n t re fusa l to negotiate 
on the m a jo r points o f the con­
f l ic t—speed o f production  and 
the union shop.

Vote fo r S trike
The U n ited  Autom obile  W ork­

ers (CIO) is backing  an aggres­
sive p u b lic ity  cam paign an­
sw ering  each lie  o f the co rpo ra ­
tion  w ith  pointed tru th s  th a t 
cannot be denied o r assailed. 
M eanw hile  the w orkers in  the 
C hrysle r p lants. Dodge m ain . 
Dodge T ru ck , De Soto, Kerche- 
va l-Je ffe rson, C h rys le r H ig h ­
land P a rk  are casting ove r­
w he lm ing  votes fo r  a s tr ike . As 
in the B riggs  s tr ike  o f last 
spring , the pow erfu l UAW  
C hrys le r organ iza tion  w il l  pour 
onto the p icke t lines and com ­
pel the co rpora tion  to cha rac­
terize demands fo r  a union shop 
in  s lig h tly  d iffe re n t te rm s than 
“ sov ie tiza tion ” .

P ro fits  H igh
To W eck le r’s r id ic u lo u s ‘asser­

tion th a t the co rpora tion  has 
been beset by a constant wave 
o f slow-down s trikes , R. J. 
Thom as. UAW  President, re ­
jo ined th a t in  the f i r s t  s ix  
months o f 1939, C hrys le r ea rn ­
ed m ore than $25,000,000 in 
c lea r p ro fit.

To W eck le r’s m ud and slim e 
w ith  regard  the irresponsib le  
actions o f the union, Thom as 
slashed back w ith  a c ita tion  of 
the co rp o ra tion ’s record in  em ­
p loying stool-pigeons and an 
a rm y  o f labor spies.

In  s im ple te rm s, Thom as de­
clares, the re fusa l o f the C hrys­
le r corpora tion  to negotiate is 
a p la in  case o f w elch ing. The 
C hrys le r corpora tion  demanded 
a labor board e lection—hold ing  
o ff fro m  negotiations fo r 
m onths on the p re te x t o f de­
c is ive  s treng th  by M a r t in ’s 
rum p  A F L  o u tfit. The elections 
were held and the CIO received 
w e ll over 80 percent o f the 
votes.

Tough Job
Successively u tiliz in g  as p re ­

texts , s ta llin g  devices provided

by the N ationa l Labor R e la ­
tions Board, the State R elations 
Board and a thousand others 
not so w ide ly  pub lic ised, i t  now 
becomes c lea r a fte r the UAW  
m et them  step by step, th a t the 
co rpora tion  had determ ined to 
smash the union by fa ir  means 
or fou l—m ostly  fou l. C hrys le r 
w il l  find  th a t a tougher job than 
issuing de fam ato ry  statem ents 
against the UAW .

LARGE AUDIENCE 
TURNS OUT FOR 
GOLDMAN FORUM

ly  enough, these dissidents d id  not include the rea l figh te rs  
aga inst w a r — Len in , L iebknech t, Luxem bu rg , T ro tsky . F o r 
some reason w h ich  we should like  ou r c r it ic s  to exp la in , the 
rea l, the re vo lu tio n a ry  fig h te rs  aga inst w a r. were so l it t le  
poisoned by the fa ta lis t ic  theory to w h ich  they adhered, th a t 
th e ir f ig h t aga inst the w a r p u t an end to i t— by revo lu tion , in  
Russia and G erm any. No, to be b lun t, those who opposed the 
theory  o f in e v ita b il ity  as “ fa ta lis t ic  d e te rm in ism ” —the Fabians 
in  E ng land , the r ig h t w ing  o f the Social D em ocracy in  G e r­
m any and F rance , e tc.—were p rec ise ly  those who f i r s t  accepted 
the w ar, who became chauvin is ts .

Our Theories Are a Guide to ACTION!
A re  we saying th a t the Thom asites and Lovestoneites w il l  be 

chauvin is ts  when A m erica  enters the w ar? We can on ly say, in  
answer, th a t we do not see how those who succum bed, on Oct. 
4, to the pressure o f the A L P  bureaucra ts , w il l  be able to w ith ­
stand the fa r  m ore pow erfu l pressure of the A m e rica n  ca p ita lis t 
governm ent when i t  enters the w ar.

F o r us, the theory  o f A m e rica n  im p e r ia lis t p a rtic ia p tio n  in  the 
w ar (our c r it ic s  concede th a t th is  a lready  is the p ro g ra m  o f the 
A m erican  c a p ita lis t class and its  governm ent) is no t a dogm a, 
b u t a guide to action. O ur s tra tegy  and ta c tic s  flo w  fro m  th is  
fundam enta l perspective.

Just a few  exam ples:
1. O ur im m ed ia te  task is to arouse, to organize, tô  educate, 

as m any w orke rs  as possible in  a s p ir it  o f u tte r ly  irre conc ilab le  
opposition to the w a r, not on ly  before the w a r— when i t  is  easy 
enough— but d u rin g  the w a r. I t  is w ith  th is  purpose in  m ind  th a t 
we f ig h t fo r  a popu la r re fe rendum  on w a r, aga inst R oosevelt’s 
proposal to l i f t  the em bargo, aga inst conscrip tion , etc. O ur 
m o tiva tion  fo r  opposing R oosevelt’s proposal is  fundam en ta lly  
d iffe re n t fro m  the m o tiva tion  of the iso la tio n is t Senators. We 
f ig h t i t  because we are irre co n c ila b le  opponents of the w a r. They 
f ig h t i t  because they consider th a t p a r t ic u la r  step in im ic a l to 
the in te rests  o f A m e rica n  ca p ita lism  today. S im ultaneously, 
they support Roosevelt in  his a rm a m e n t p rog ram , in  his de c la ra ­
tion  to defend one o f the be llig e re n t nations, Canada, in  h is 
h o s tility  to the w a r re fe rendum , etc. T h e ir opposition to the 
l if t in g  o f the em bargo serves, there fo re , m e re ly  as a cover fo r  
the w a r p repara tions o f A m erican  im p e ria lis m  w h ich  they sup­
port. They are dem agogic exp lo ite rs  o f the a n ti-w a r sentim ents 
o f the people. To b u ild  them  up as a n ti-w a r fig h te rs  is  to  aid 
and abet w a r p reparations, to help them  delude and m is lead  the 
masses. B u t th is  is p rec ise ly  w ha t the Thom asites and Love ­
stoneites do.

They Capitulated on First M ajor Test
2. “ W ar is the continuation  o f p o lit ic s .”  Those who serve cap­

ita lis m  in  peacetim e w il l  serve i t  in  w a rtim e . The la b o r bu ­
reaucracy, in e x tr ic a b ly  linked  to the fo rtunes of ca p ita lism , w ill 
support the w a r. T h a t is w hy we do not g ive a m om en t’s c re d ­
ence to the h yp o c ritica l p a c ifis t re m a rks  o f a W illia m  Green 
o r John L . Lew is , and excoria te  eve ry  m ove they  m ake in  sup­
p o rt o f w a r p repara tions. B u t the Thom asites and Lovestone­
ites, w ith  the s e rv ility  w h ich  characte rises them , p lay  up every  
p a c ifis t re m a rk  of Lew is  and Green, and p la y  down—conceal— 
the whole course o f the A F L  and CIO bu reaucracy in  support 
o f R oosevelt’s w a r plans. Read the la s t fe w  issues o f the “ W ork­
ers A ge”  and “ The C a ll,”  see th e ir  reports  of the A F L  and CIO 
conventions on the w a r question—and con trast them  to the 
reports  in  the Socia lis t Appeal.

3. Ir re co n c ila b le  opposition to the w ar-m ongers in  the labor 
m ovem ent— th a t is abso lute ly  indispensable in  the re a l f ig h t 
aga inst w a r. B u t the Thom asites w h itew ash th e ir  w ar-inonger- 
ing, Judas-goat brothers: ih t h e 'Second ‘ïü té rn iâ tldna li and the 
Lovestoneites w h itew ash th e ir b ro thers, such as the impotent, 
cow ard ly  Independent La b o r P a rty  o f E ng land . The f i r s t  m a jo r 
test in  th is  coun try  came on the A L P  reso lu tion  ; the Thom asites 
and Lovestoneites cap itu la ted .

There Is a Real Difference
4. F io m  our conv ic tion  th a t A m e rica n  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w ar 

can only be prevented by a soc ia lis t revo lu tion , we d ra w  the 
same conclusion as we d ra w  fro m  our conv ic tion  th a t in  th is  
epoch o f c a p ita lis t decline on ly  irre conc ilab le  class strugg le  
can w in  any concessions fo r  the w o rke rs : we t r y  to  be the h a rd ­
est fig h te rs  every  step o f the w ar. O n ly  those can c a ll o u r theo ry  

poison”  o r “ p a ra ly z in g ,”  who have them selves in  re a lity  g iven 
up ( i f  they ever held i t )  the perspective  o f a soc ia lis t revo lu tion .

Th is  is enough to ind ica te  w ha t the re a l issue is between us 
and the Thom as-Lovestone cam p. We are separated fro m  them  
by an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t conception o f the s trugg le  aga inst w a r 
We are m ore than anxious to m ake th is  c rys ta l-c le a r.

P. S. The la te s t issue o f the “ W orkers Age”  is no t content 
w ith  fa ls ify in g  our position  on w a r once m ore ; i t  adds a new 
d iffe rence , on the Russian question, b land ly  p u ttin g  in to  m y 
m outh re m a rks  w h ich  on ly  a S ta lin is t could m ake. I  brand 
B e rtra m  W olfe—who heard m y  own, actua l re m a rks  a t a sym ­
posium  in w h ich  he p a rtic ip a te d — as a de libe ra te  l ia r .  In  the 
nex t issue I  sha ll deal w ith  h is fa ls ific a tio n  o f our position on 
the Soviet U nion.

"A  World in Flames"
S peaker:

A L B E R T  G O LD M AN
at

St. Pau l SWP H eadquarte rs 
147 West 5th St. 

OCTOBER 25th—8 P .M .

Note to Readers 
In Minneapolis:

The S.W.P. Forum 
Meets Every Sunday 

at 3 o'clock at' 
919 Marquette

C L E V E L A N D , Ohio— A lb e rt 
G oldm an spoke to a crowded 
ha ll on Sunday n igh t. October 
15.

The audience listened a tten ­
tiv e ly  as he analyzed the a tt i­
tude of the European w orkers 
tow ard  the w a r: th e ir  la ck  of 
enthusiasm  and ha tred  of it .  
H is closing words, w h ich  p o in t­
ed to the road o f lib e ra tio n  
fro m  w a r and fasc ism  in  the 
slogan “ F o r the U n ited  Socia l­
is t States o f E u rope .”  received 
a vo lley  o f applause.

An extended question period, 
du ring  w hich the, audience sat 
tig h t, ind ica ted  the deep in te r­
est w hich the p rog ram  and 
ideas of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­
al as expressed by Comrade 
G oldm an held fo r  the group.

Th is  was the f i r s t  o f the 
w eekly Sunday n ig h t an ti-w a r 
fo rum s w h ich  the C leveland 
branch is hold ing.

Stalin -Temporary 
Holder of Ukraine

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

the solution o f his program of a “ Greater Ukraine.’ ’ H itle r’s 
policy is the follow ing: the establishment o f a definite order 
for his conquests, one after the other, and the creation by each 
new conquest o f a new .system o f “ friendships” . A t the pres­
ent stage H itle r concedes the Greater Ukraine to his friend 
Stalin as a temporary deposit. In the following stage he w ill 
pose the question of who is the owner o f this U kra ine: Stalin 
or he, Hitler.

J here are people who dare to compare the Stalin-H itler 
alliance with the treaty o f Brest-Litovsk. What a mockery! 
1 he Brest-Litovsk negotiations were carried out openly be­
fore all humanity. The Soviet revolution, at the end o f 1917 
and beginning of 1918, didn’t even have a single battalion 
capable o f carrying on the fight. Hohenzollern Germany at­
tacked Russia, taking Soviet provinces and m ilitary supplies. 
The young government had no other physical possibility than 
to sign the peace treaty. This peace was openly defined by us 
as a capitulation o f a disarmed revolution before a powerful 
enemy. We did not worship the Hohenzollerns but, rather, 
denounced the Brest-Litovsk peace publicly as extortion and 
robbery. We did not deceive the workers and peasants. The 
piesent S ta lin -Ilitle i pact was concluded despite the existence 
of an army o f several millions, and the immediate task o f the 
pact was to facilitate H itler's smashing of Poland and its 
division between Berlin and Moscow. Where is the analogy?

The words o f Molotov to the effect that the Red Arm y 
would cover itself with “ g lory”  in Poland, are to the ineradic­
able shame o f the Kremlin. The Red A rm y received the order 
to defeat in Poland those who had been defeated by Hitler. 
This is the shameful and criminal task that the Red Army 
was assigned by the jackals of the Kremlin.
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But Mr. Roosevelt is mistaken. He doesn’t yet 
have labor in this country under his heel like 
H itler in Germany. Labor can and w ill fight the 
Jailor in the W hite House. I t  must fight him. It 
must force him to release his prisoners, who are 
flesh and blood o f the working class.

So rally, all men and women o f labor, to the 
defense o f your brothers in Minneapolis! Do not 
let them rot in prison, as we have done so often 
in the past w ith labor’s warriors. The united 
arms o f labor are strong enough to tear down 
any prison wall.

Unite to free Roosevelt's Minneapolis pris-
oners !

British Social-Patriots Veil 
Imperialist War Aims W ith 
Anti-Hitler Battle Cries

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

16.
11.

12.

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

A job and a decent living for every worker.

Open the idle factories—operate them under 
workers’ control.
A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program.

Thirty-th irty! $30-weekly m inim um  wage— 
30-hour weekly m axim um  for all workers on 
all jobs.
Thirty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
A people’s referendum on any and all wars. 

No secret diplomacy.
An independent Labor Party.
Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 
and Fascist attacks.
Fu ll social, political and economic equality 
for the Negro people.

Roosevelt’s Prisoners
Five workingmen of Minneapolis have been 

found guilty o f the crime of intimidation, four 
o f them also guilty of the crime of conspiracy.

A second tria l o f four more workingmen has 
already opened, and a third trial, involving an­
other twenty-five men on the same charge, opens 
on October 30.

The “ criminals”  are W P A  workers, lhe  pros­
ecutor is V ictor Anderson, U. S. attorney, con­
ducting the case under the direct instructions of 
United States Attorney-General Frank Murphy, 
appointed not so long ago by President Roose- 
velt.

What were the crimes o f the:convicted work­
ers and those awaiting trial?

They were thrown out o f their jobs not be­
cause they would not work but because a bank­
rupt and crisis-stricken social order could no 
longer even provide them w ith the means of 
making a livelihood. F irs t crime.

The government, fearing the consequences to 
the rotten system of the growing restlessness o.f 
the masses, put some o f these unemployed work­
ers on relief or gave them work on W P A  at 
wages way below the scale to which they had 
been accustomed. Second crime.

The government, in order to have more and 
more o f its funds allotted to war-and-murder 
preparations, cut one billion dollars off the un­
employed relief budget at the last session o f 
Congress, a budget already below the elementary 
requirements o f the people. 1 he government 
commanded the unemployed to accept a vicious 
wage slash without protest. The workers did 
protest. In  Minneapolis, as elsewhere, they went 
out on strike against the employer-government. 
Third “ crime.”

“ You can’t strike against the government,” 
says H itler, says Mussolini.

“ You can’t strike against the government,”  
said Roosevelt.

The government can insult the workers to its 
heart’s content. It  can devote more money to 
preparing for the slaughter of the workers than 
it does to keeping them alive. I t  can cut their 
already low wages to the bone, regardless o f the 
effect on men, women and children. I t  can refuse 
to meet with the delegated representatives o f the 
workers. I t  can act like the most reactionary, la­
bor-hating boss.

But —  you can’t fight the government! You 
can’t strike against the government! You can’t 
defend yourself from attacks on your living 
conditions, which are attacks on your life  and 
the life  o f your family.

And i f  you do, as the stout-hearted workers 
in Minneapolis did, Roosevelt tries to smash you. 
His Attorney-General sent stool-pigeons to M in ­
neapolis. H is Federal Bureau o f Investigation 
sent agents to Minneapolis to pick out the fighters 
and railroad them to prison. H is prosecutor dug 
up one o f the most discredited anti-union, anti • 
labor weapons in our history— the “ conspiracy” 
charge. And now M r. Roosevelt can congratulate 
himself on his signal victory: he’s got his pris­
oners, he’s taking his revenge for their impu­
dence in wanting a decent living, he’s putting 
them away where they can’t make any more 
trouble fo r our Great Democratic Government. 
Maybe their fate w ill be a lesson to others who 
have the crazy idea that they have almost as 
much right to live as Barbara Hutton, Brenda 
Frazier, Tommy Manville and their similars.

W riting  on Sept. 25 on the probable course of 
events in the territories occupied by the Soviet 
Union, Leon Trotsky said :

“  . . . The Moscow government w ill carry 
through the expropriation o f the large land own­
ers and statify the means of production. This 
variant is most probable, not because the bureau­
cracy remains true to the socialist program but 
because it neither desires nor is able to share the 
power, and the privileges connected with it, w ith 
the old ruling classes in the occupied territory . . .

“ This measure, revolutionary in character— 
the ‘expropriation of the expropriators’— is in 
this case realized in a military-bureaucratic fash­
ion. The appeal to independent activity on the 
part of the masses in the new territories— and 
without this appeal, extremely cautious as it 
may be, it is impossible to constitute a new re­
gime— will on the morrow’ undoubtedly be sup­
pressed by ruthless police measures in order to 
assure the preponderance o f the bureaucracy 
over the awakened revolutionary masses.”

A  Moscow’ dispatch in the Oct. 19 issue of thk 
New York Times reveals that already— so quick­
ly !— the ruthless police measures have been in­
stituted against the awakened masses.

“ bpies and agents provocateurs” are being 
“ found”  by the GPU in the Red M ilitia  of 
Lwow and other cities, and a purge of the Red 
M ilitias which arose to make the revolution, is 
already in full process. The claim of the Moscow 
authorities, that they are cleansing the Red M i­
litias o f “ colonels and even generals,”  is mani­
festly absurd, for the Moscow press itself pre­
viously testified that the Red M ilitias were being 
formed by the most advanced workers. Any 
revolutionary body, o f course, might find in its 
its ranks some spies, but it  is plain from the 
Moscow dispatch that the flood o f stories in the 
Kremlin press about ■'alleged spies and agents 
provocateurs indicates a mass purge of the Red 
M ilitias w ithin a few short weeks of their form­
ation.

I t  is characteristic that the Moscow press re­
ports that it is being given information about 
these “ spies”  by “ the former regular police.”  
As in the Soviet Union proper, so in the occu 
pied territories, the bureaucracy is taking into its 
service the former officials of the capitalist order.

This, then, is the “ liberation”  which Stalin has 
given to the occupied territories!

abroad
I t  is p leasant to cha tte r about 

the love ly  w o rld  w h ich  we are 
tc see when the carnage is end­
ed. L a sk i & Co. w il l  p reven t a 
new  V ersa illes , a t least in  
method — w ha t a preposterous 
q u a lif ica tio n ! L a sk i w il l  abro 
gate the e v il p rin c ip le  of state 
sovere ign ty.

These stale p la titudes are an 
outrage on the in te lligence . The

IN  THIS  
CORNER

•By Max Shachtman-

By B R ITA N N IC U S  ,sa ry  the m om ent there is  a
N oth ing is m ore d e m ons tra -. G erm an G overnm ent w ith  

tive  of the u tte r p o lit ic a l and 1 w hich ra tio n a l negotiations can 
m o ra l bankrup tcy  o f B r it is h  be undertaken. We sha ll f ig h t 
re fo rm ism , w h ich  tw ice  in a ;a g a in s t e ithe r annexations or 
generation has harnessed the ! pun itive  indem nities . We sha ll 
B r it is h  w orkers to the w ar-m a- juse a ll ou r pow er — and the 
chine of th e ir im p e ria lis t m a s -'p o w e r of the B r it is h  Labo r 
ters, than the s te rile  and hypo -¡m ovem ent is no neg lig ib le  th ing  
c r it ic a l discussion w hich is now —to p reven t any e ffo rt to  re- 
fe ve rish ly  ra g in g  on the sub ject peat the e rro rs , especia lly  in  
of w a r a im s. |m ethod, o f V ersa illes . We sha ll

The w a r a im s of B r itis h  im - hope to m ake the conclusion o f'loose  and fla b b y  ta lk  about a 
p e ria lism  are c lea r. S trip  a w a y ; hos tilitie s  the basis upon w h ic h , ' F e d e ia l U nion of Europe af- 
the pers iflage o f ho llow  and ta t- through the abrogation o f the te r  hos tilitie s  have sa tis facto r-
te red  slogans, w h ich  in  them - e v il p rin c ip le  o f State s o v e r- ji ly  ended to the advantage of

elves are a m ocking  echo of e ign ty, we can reorganize the B r it is h  and F rench  im p e ria l-
the lies of 1914-18, and naked life  of Europe p o lit ic a lly  and ism , is of the same rehashed
and unbeau tifu l the t r u th : econom ica lly .”  cha rac te r. The la s t w a r pro-
emerges. Th is  w a r is to ensure W H IL E  l a S KI W AITS v V ced th f  Lea f U,® ° f  Nations,
the continuance o f B r it is h  w o rld  FOR E A R L y  O P P O R TU N ITY  S U te ^ o ^  Europe?
dom ination , the p reserva tion  o f i T h is  h ig h -fa lu tin ’ b a ld e rd a sh 'bí \  a UJ l t®d States of E u iope . 
B r itis h  co lon ia l p lunder, a n d ;is the sugar w ith  w h ich  B r it is h  Th ls  a b o rtl° "
H-io HpQtrnrtinn o f a danscrous • r • com m on w ith  soc ia lis t thought.

¡¡sets v s ir  w s? i » .<•, jfme*'í r  —f
i w “ ” ' : "  L a s k i s thesis m w h t hsve A t m om ent thc  lde ,

S? B ru s h  ̂ ™ ss ,X  under .hose ¡f“" Z°¡£'nZli¿o1 S í .£ »“?”*
price-tags. Something; m ore a t - . tc rs  and SOCia l-p a trio ts  o f the the d lsouentated in te lligen ts ia
tra c tiv e  is needed. A ll accoun ts . j agj. j m pe j-ia lis t w a r. Th is aca- 
fro m  abroad po in t to the c o m -,dem jC g ou rt)on, who c la im s to 
plete apathy o f the B r it is h  ^  a M a rx is t and spokesman 
w orkers  tow ards the w ar. i n , fo r q la (; strange ch im e ra , the

B ritis h  L e f t ” , w h ich  he sees 
I in  his own im age, makes res- 
¡e rva tions to salve his own con­
sc ience . He is, of course, “ op- 
\posed”  to im p e ria lism , as he

less than tw o m onths o f h o s til­
ities , an appreciab le  w a r-w e a ri­
ness has set in .
W ORKERS F E E L  
P IN C H  OF W AR

In  these ea rly  stages w a i- ; m ig h t be "opposed" to 'chutney, 
w eariness is  expressed by m -| L a s k i.s p la ton ic  h o s tility  to 
to le rab le  boredom , in ita t io n  a t im p e ria lis m  is not w orth  the pa- 
the p ro trac ted  b lackouts, and per R ig w ritte n  on, i f  a t the 
g row ing  d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the same tim e  he becomes a p a rty  
r is in g  cost o f liv in g . N ea rly  ^  im p e ria lis m  fo r the du ra tion
2,000,000 B r it is h  w orke rs  are al 
ready fee ling  the p inch o f w a r 
in  th e ir  own homes. M iners , 
fa rm -labo re rs , cotton opera­
tives, engineers, and ra ilro a d  
w orkers  are a ll dem anding 
wage increases to m eet ris in g  
prices. (N . Y . T im es, Oct. 16.) 

Th is  is the m om ent w hich

of w a r. T h is  professor am iab ly  
believes th a t he and his fe llow  
in te lle c tua l recru iting -sergean ts  
w il l  tra n s fo rm  ca p ita lism  into 
socia lism  a t the “ e a rlie s t pos­
sible o p p o rtu n ity ” . To Lask i. 
the ea rlie s t possible opportun­
ity  w il l  be a fte r another TO,000,- 

1000 of E u rope ’s youth have been
B ritis h  re fo rm is t leaders have | sj aughtered fo r the grea te r 
chosen fo r  a “ c le a re r”  exposi- g io ry  o f th e ir  tr ib a l gods, when
tion  of w a r a im s. The pathetic  
and trag i-com ic  fig u re  o f C ham ­
be rla in  is once m ore being ta k ­
en to task fo r  h is inadequate 
slogan o f “ W ar to destroy H it ­
le r is m !”

The Labo r leaders fee l th a t 
som eth ing m ore co lo rfu l is nec-

com plete exhaustion and p a ra l­
ysis overtakes the w ork ing  
class, and reaction  rides hign 
over the ru ins of a w ar-to rn  
w orld .

The strugg le  aga inst im p e r­
ia lism  is the strugg le  against 
w a r. The tw o are inseparable.

home and hundreds o f m illio n s

QUESTION BOX
By JOSEPH C A R TER

New York Elections
Our renowned democracy does not appear to 

be holding up very well in the New York elec­
tion campaign.

The four Councilmanic candidates of the Stal­
inist party have been ruled o ff  the ballot on the 
most obviously flimsy grounds. There isji’t  a 
single serious person in the city who doubts that 
the Stalinists have more than enough signatures 
to comply w ith the legal requirements for plac­
ing candidates on the ballot.

A t the same time, the two Councilmanic can­
didates of the Socialist Workers Party, Lyman 
Paine in Manhattan and Max Shachtman in the 
Bronx, have also been challenged and the Board 
o f Elections has already ruled comrade Paine off 
the ballot. In  this case too thousands of signa­
tures, over and above the number legally re­
quired, were secured and properly filed with the 
authorities.

Contrary to Messrs. Louis Waldman, James 
Oneal and other attorneys for American “ democ­
racy,”  we have always contended that the closer 
the United States gets to participation in the 
W orld-W ar the sooner it w ill shed all pretense 
at maintaining democratic rights. The action of 
the Board o f Elections in New York is only an­
other o f the many demonstrations o f this truth 
which may be seen in this and other countries by 
anyone who is w illing to see.

There is no reason in the world for the Board 
■of Elections ban against us other than the fact 
that we have an intransigent anti-war position. 
But that is precisely why the workers o f Man­
hattan and the Bronx should cast their vote for 
the S.W.P. candidates. A  vote fo r them is a vote 
of militant, uncompromising opposition to the 
war and the war-mongers who want to get us 
into it in the interests o f their pelf and power.

Protest and fight against the decision o f the 
Board of Elections!

Vote fo r the anti-war candidates o f the anti­
war party— the Socialist Workers Party!

essary to catch the im a g in a tio n . La sk i de lib e ra te ly  conceals the 
o f th e ir  m isgu ided fo llow ers. H it le r is m  0f  im p e ria l B r ita in  
C ham berla in ’s slogan is too Wh jCh enslaves m illio n s  a t 
negative. L ik e  a pack of adver­
tis in g  copyw rite rs , each an­
xious to serve his m aste r to the 
best of his a b ility , re fo rm is t 
pub lic is ts  are bus ily  sc rib b lin g  
s tream lined  sales copy fo r the 
W ar aga inst H it le r is m .
D O U B LE  T A L K —AT 
E X P E N S E  OF MASSES j

In  a w ordy le tte r to the New i 
Y o rk  T im es o f O ct. 3, P ro fe s -! 
sor H a ro ld  J. L a sk i, m em ber 
o f the Labo r P a rty  E xecu tive , 
ju s tifie s  h is support fo r  the new 
im p e r ia lis t w a r on the ground 
th a t H it le r  and his W eltordnung 
are the p rin c ip a l enem y o f the 
B r itis h  w o rk in g  class. A fte r the 
custom ary fla g e lla tio n  of 
C ham berla in , who has become 
a r itu a l w hipping-boy fo r  “ so­
c ia lis ts ”  w ith  g u ilty  consci­
ences, L a sk i d isc la im s any sym ­
pa thy fo r B r it is h  im p e ria lis m ; 
and declines to become its  in- 
tru m e n t. In  a sudden reg re t­

tab le  ind iscre tion  he even goes 
so fa r  as to say th a t he and his 
companions o f the “ B r itis h  
L e f t ”  w il l  seek the tra n s fo rm a ­
tion  o f ca p ita lism  a t the e a r li­
est possible oppo rtun ity . (M y 
ita lic s—B.)

We say w ith  em phasis,”
L a sk i expatia tes, “ th a t there  is 
nc room  in  the w o rld  fo r our 
p rinc ip les  and those o f H it le r ­
ism . The destruction  o f the one 
is the necessary pre lude to the 
v ic to ry  of the o th e r.”

I t  is of course possible th a t 
some re fo rm is t leaders m ay ac­
tu a lly  believe th is  k ind  o f dou­
b le -ta lk . Self-deception has its  
anaesthetic v irtu e s .

We m ust a id in  the destruc­
tion  o f H it le r is m ,”  cries  Lask i,

O ur a im s are c lea r. Peace fo r 
us is both possible and neces-

of the B r it is h  Is les who have 
been bad ly  le t down by S ta lin . 
Th is new utop ia  is no th ing  m ore 
than a second a tte m p t to per 
petuate B r itis h  hegemony over 
the European continen t and the 
co lon ia l w orld . Based on e x is t­
ing  p rope rty  re la tionsh ips, a 
U n ited  States of Europe can 
have no o ther m eaning.
AN E N D  TO R E F O R M IS T  
STR A NG LEH O LD!

The B r it is h  w o rk in g  class can 
have bu t one answer to the 
m enta l gym nastics of H aro ld  
Lask i. T h e ir H it le r  is  a t home, 
in  the fa c to ry , the workshop, 
the w a r p ro fite e r and bureau­
c ra t. The signs of in c ip ien t 
class strugg le  in  G rea t B r ita in  
show th a t the illu s io n  o f na­
tio n a l u n ity  so s tud iously advo­
cated by the re fo rm is ts  of the 
r ig h t and the le ft is w earing  
th in  in the face of harsh  eco­
nom ic rea litie s .

The task o f revo lu tiona ries  in  
G rea t B r ita in  is to deepen and 
s trengthen the class s trugg le  on 
the home fro n t. B u t th is  can 
on ly be done by a ceaseless 
f ig h t aga inst the w a r on a ll 
fron ts . No qu a rte r fo r Lask i, 
C ripps, and the whole tr ib e  of 
pious frauds  who have p a ra l­
ysed the le ft-w ing  o f the B r it is h  
Labo r m ovem ent fo r the past 
decade!

1939 Bound Volumes 
of

SOCIALIST APPEAL
now ready!

Q U ESTIO N : W hat are the a im s o f P res ident Roosevelt in  the 
present w ar?

A N SW ER : As the representa tive  o f the com m on in te rests  of 
A m erican  b ig  business, he seeks:

1. To estab lish monopoly con tro l o f the L a tin  A m e rica n  goods 
and investm ent m a rke t by rep lac ing  G erm an and E ng lish  trade  
in  the countries to the south, a t a tim e  when the la tte r  powers 
are unable to continue th e ir n o rm a l business. In  th is  w ay the 
economy and po litics  o f the nations o f South and C entra l A m e r­
ica  are to be made com ple te ly  dependent upon W a ll S treet 
and W ashington.

The recen t Panam a Conference (fo r w h ich  see Socialst Appeal, 
Oct. 10, 1939) was a b ig  step in  th is  d irec tion .

2. To prepare fo r  a m ili ta ry  s trugg le  aga inst Japan in  o rde r 
to open up the m arke ts  o f China to A m erican  ca p ita l and trade .

T h a t is w hy Roosevelt has concentrated the A m erican  N avy  
in  the P a c if ic  Ocean.

3. To g ive m a te ria l and m o ra l a id  to Ang lo-F rench im p e ria l-  
sm  aga inst G erm any so as to defeat H it le r  and thereby reopen

i .he m arke ts  o f Poland and southeastern Europe (w ha t was once 
Czechoslovakia, and the Ba lkans) fo r  A m erican  b ig  business.

T h a t is the reason fo r  R oosevelt’s d r ive  to l i f t  the a rm s em ­
bargo; his p ro test to Russia—the a lly  o f G erm any—fo r  its  
a ttitude  tow ards F in la n d ; his support o f the recent conference 
of the B a lt ic  countries and the c lea r cu t genera l p ro -A llied  
po licy  o f the A d m in is tra tio n .

4. To u tilize  the present w a r s itua tion  to achieve w ha t s ix  
years of the New Deal fa ile d  to accom plish : a serious u p tu rn  
in  in d u s try  and business and a decrease in  unem ploym ent by 
supp ly ing  the A llie s  w ith  a rm s, a irp lanes, and o ther goods.

Th is  is another reason fo r  R oosevelt’s cam paign to l i f t  the 
em bargo. (In  add ition  he wants by th is  w ay to increase the 
productive  capac ity  of A m erican  in d u s try  fo r  w a r m a te ria ls  
o f a ll types.)

5. To d ic ta te  the te rm s o f peace a fte r the w a r so as to estab lish 
A m erican  b ig  business dom ina tion  over the w o rld , fo r  w h ich  
purpose he is  p repa ring  to th ro w  the m ili ta ry  pow er o f the 
U.S. d ire c tly  in to  the w ar.

T h a t is  the m ost general a im  o f the Roosevelt p ro g ra m ; the 
m eaning o f his trem endous a rm am en t expenditures, now to be 
increased; the s ign ificance  o f the cam paign fo r  a “ two-ocean”  
navy  w h ich  could f ig h t Japan in  the P a c ific  and G erm any in  
the A tla n tic .

Am ong the m any o ther points in  w h ich  the w ars 
of old d iffe red  fro m  m odern im p e r ia lis t w a rs  is 
th a t our ancestors were not sub jected to  the In ­
fluence o f the vas t and w e ll-o iled  propaganda m a­
chine fo r m o b iliz in g  the m inds o f the masses in 
o rde r th a t th e ir bodies m ig h t be a ll the m ore eas­
i ly  m obilized.

N oth ing  nowadays escapes the w ar-propaganda 
m achine. I f  there are no inc idents to m a g n ify  and 
d is to rt, they are s im p ly  invented. The enemy- 
cam p is ru th less; our cam p is m e rc ifu l. The en­
em y wages w a r upon innocent women and c h il­
d ren ; our ch iva lrous  cam p spares them  and is 
noble even tow ards opposing troops.

Take the case o f the s ink ing  o f the A then ia . F o r 
days i t  held the headlines o f the A m e rica n  press. 
The b a rb a ric  G erm ans had sunk the ship in  the 
dead of n igh t, w ith o u t w a rn ing , and w ithou t the 
s ligh tes t show of concern fo r  the innocent pas­
sengers — m en, women and ch ild ren  — who were 
sa ilin g  fo r  home.

T h a t the co u rtly  A rya n  w a rr io rs  are qu ite  ca ­
pable o f conducting them selves as charged—we do 
not doubt fo r  a m om ent. W hat we are a l it t le  
doub tfu l about is the v e ra c ity  o f the charge in 
th is  p a r t ic u la r  case. The H it le r ite  w a r s ta ff would 
have to be excep tiona lly  s tup id  to s ink  a passen­
ger ship like  the A then ia , an ac t w h ich  could have 
no other resu lt than to arouse even g rea te r an­
tagonism  to the Nazis in  the U n ited  States than 
a lready  exists.

T ha t is ju s t w ha t happened. The w a r m achine 
got in to  p ro m p t action in  the U n ited  States. The 
press opened up the same k ind  o f cam paign that, 
was seen in th is  coun try  when the L u s ita n ia  was 
sunk in 1916.

One Story That Was Not " Played Up"
A few days ago, however, a m ost im p o rta n t 

piece o f news about the A then ia  appeared in  the 
press. Y e t i t  d id no t ge t a sensational d isp lay  on 
the fro n t pages o f the newspapers. I t  was no t head­
lined in  b ig  le tte rs .

The news was the a ff id a v it o f one o f the A the ­
n ia ’s passengers ,. G ustav A. Anderson, o f E v ­
anston, 111., w h ich  was file d  w ith  the State D epa rt­
m ent a t W ashington. A cco rd ing  to M r. Anderson, 
who was aboard the ship when she w ent down 
on Sept. 3, the hold ca rr ie d  a cargo o f guns w hich 
was loaded on the sh ip  a t L ive rpoo l. Seamen on 
board rep lied  a ff irm a tiv e ly  to h is questions about 
the contents o f the cargo. L a te r, C hief O fficer 
Copeland to ld h im  th a t the a rm s were to be used 
fo r coasta l defenses a t Quebec and H a lifa x , in  
Canada, and th a t on her re tu rn  t r ip  to Eng land, 
the A then ia  was to be f it te d  ou t as a ra id e r. F u r ­
the r, said Anderson, the re  was a sh ipboard ru m o r 
th a t G erm any knew o f thp presence of the guns.)

I f  Anderson ’s s to ry  is true  (and we sha ll see in  
a m inute  w hy we have no specia l reason to doubt 
i t ) ,  then the f i r s t  c r im e  com m itted  was by the 
B r it is h  au tho rities  who fa ile d  to w a rn  innocent 
and non-be llige ren t passengers o f the presence of 
guns in  the cargo and the consequent r is k  ru n  by 
anybody tra v e lin g  aboard. I f  the German's, 
th rough  th e ir  spies, knew o f the na tu re  o f the cargo 
secre tly  loaded aboard the A then ia , they were 
ju s t as c r im in a l in  fa il in g  to m ake th e ir  know l­
edge pub lic  and thereby w a rn in g  a ll c iv ilia n s  who 
contem plated ta k in g  passage on the ship.

The im p e r ia lis t press in  the U n ited  States d id  
no t “ p la y  u p ”  the Anderson s to ry  fo r  a v e ry  ob­
vious reason. I t  does not f i t  in to  — qu ite  the con­
tr a ry —th e ir  cam pa ign  o f w h ipp ing  up a chauv in ­
is tic  s p ir it ,  o f ra lly in g  the people behind the 
Roosevelt W ar D eal. I t  w ou ldn ’t  do fo r  a m inute , 
you understand, to g ive too m uch p u b lic ity  to the 
idea th a t ou r “ d e m o cra tic ”  B r it is h  cousins are 
capable of endangering the lives o f c iv ilia n s  by 
load ing passenger ships w ith  m un itions  o f w a r 
fro m  one be llige ren t, E ng land, to another, 
Canada.

52 issnes of this year neatly 
bound together. Have a firs t­
hand survey of the historic 
events of this year right at your 
elbow.

($2.00—including postage)
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J U S T  O U T ! !

"W hy Negroes Should Oppose the W ar" 
By J. R. Johnson

A message that affects the life  of every Negro!

O R D ER  NOW!
•

Price—5c per copy. Bundle rates— 10 to 50—3o per copy. 
50 or more— 2Hc per copy

SPEC IA L RATES TO O R G A N IZATIO NS

P IO N E E R  PU B LISH ER S  
116 University Place, N .Y .C .

Such Things Have Happend Before
W hy are we qu ite  p repared to accept A nder­

son’s s to ry  as w o rthy  o f credence? Because such 
th ings have happened before, and m ost no torious­
ly  in  the case o f the B r it is h  tra n sa tla n tic  passenger 
ship, L u s ita n ia . The L u s ita n ia  was sunk in  1916, 
and m any passengers, in c lu d in g  n e u tra l A m e ri­
cans, lo s t th e ir  lives. To th is  day, i t  has never 
been c le a rly  established th a t she was sunk by the 
G erm ans, a lthough th a t is o f course qu ite  pos­
sib le. F o r years i t  was argued by m ore than one 
person th a t the respons ib ility  fo r  the s ink ing  of 
the L u s ita n ia  rested on the shoulders o f the B r i t ­
ish A d m ira lty , w h ich  hoped to e xp lo it the re su lt­
ing  sensation and ind igna tion  to b rin g  the U nited 
States in to  d ire c t and ac tive  support to the A llie d  
gangsters.

O n ly  recen tly , W a lte r L . M ills , in  h is “ The Road 
to W a r,”  no t on ly  re ite ra tes  th is  theory, b u t m akes 
out a pow erfu l c irc u m s ta n tia l case fo r  i t .  The 
same p ira te  who was F ir s t  L o rd  o f the A d m ira lty  
a t th a t tim e , W inston C h u rch ill, occupies th a t post 
now.

W hat is im p o rta n t fo r  the m om ent, how ever, is 
the fa c t th a t fo u r days before the L u s ita n ia  sailed. 
S ecre ta ry  of State W illia m  Jennings B rya n , ac­
cord ing  to the la te  Senator L a F o lle tte , warned 
P res iden t W ilson th a t the hold o f the ship ca rr ie d  
a cargo o f s ix  m illio n  rounds o f am m un ition , and 
explosives to boot. He pleaded w ith  W ilson to 
w arn  A m erican  c itizens to keep o ff the ship, since, 
under the c ircum stances, she was a w a r r is k , sub­
je c t to G erm an a ttack . D ud ley F ie ld  M alone, then 
C o llector o f the P o rt o f N ew  Y o rk , la te r con firm ed 
the s to ry  about the L u s ita n ia ’s cargo. B u t W il­
son, who was even then de te rm ined  to sw ing the 
U n ited  States in to  the w a r, refused to u tte r a word 
of pu b lic  w a rn ing , even though a fede ra l s ta tu te  
declared i t  ille g a l fo r  any passengers to tra v e l 
aboard a ra ilro a d  o r a vessel c a rry in g  explosives.

L ike  the Anderson s to ry , the tru th  about the 
L u s ita n ia ’s cargo never made the headlines. The 
tra g ic  s in k in g  o f the ship was used as a p e rm a ­
nent source o f re ference to the need o f a w a r to 
M ake the W orld  Safe fo r  D em ocracy. In  the Span- 
ish -A m erican  W ar o f 1898, i t  was “ R em em ber the 
M a in e !”  In  the w a r th a t a lm ost broke o u t some 
tw o years ago between the U n ited  States and Ja ­
pan, i t  was “ R em em ber the F a n a y !"  (especia lly  
in  S ta lin is t le a fle ts ). In  the W orld  W ar, i t  was “ R e­
m em ber the L u s ita n ia !”  And nowadays, p robab ly  
w ith  increas ing  vo lum e, the w ar-m ongers w il l  c ry , 
“ R em em ber the A th e n ia !”

I t  w ould be in fin ite ly  m ore in te llig e n t to  re m e m ­
ber the c r im in a l l ia rs  o f the propaganda jnachine 
who e xp lo it every  noble sen tim en t o f m ank ind  fo r 
the ig n o b le . in te rests  o f a cyn ica l im p e r ia lis t ru l­
ing  class.

"Liberation"!


