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CHAMBERLAIN REJECTS HITLER’S TERMS
Pacific Coast Sailors 
Chalk Up New Victory 
Against Shipowners

Sliding Scale of Wages, Broadening of 
Basis for Overtime Pay Are W ritten Into 
Agreement Despite Stalinist Sabotage

By B IL L  M O RG AN
SAN FRANCISCO, C al., Oct. 10—The Sailors U nion o f the 

P a c ific  scored a sm ashing v ic to ry  over both the shipowners and 
the S ta lin is ts  here la s t n ig h t when the m em bersh ip  voted to 
accept an agreem ent reached by the U nion com m ittee  w ith  the 
shipowners g ra f t in g  im p o rta n t concessions in  w o rk in g  ru les and 
conditions o f em p loym ent on deep w a te r ships. The se ttlem ent 
w il l  re su lt in  pay fo r ove rtim e  not p rev ious ly  recognized as over
tim e  and provides fo r  a s l id in g 1 '
scale o f wages to be de te rm ined  vote should be in  progress. The 
by p ro fits  o f shipowners w ith  a R adio O pera tors, the M arine  
basic m in im u m  wage of $72.50. Cooks and Stewards also w ent

The agreem ent fu r th e r p ro - i io r  th is  60-day »extension. The 
vides fo r the re-opening o f ne- j M asters, M ates and P ilo ts  sign- 
go tia tions fo r  increased wages a 90-day extension and the 
w ith in  ten  days a fte r C ongress; M arine  E ngineers B ene fic ia l 
revises the N e u tra lity  L a w  and Association a fiv e  m onths ex- 
aga in  every  s ix  m onths a fte r i tension, 
th a t date. I S ta lin is t S trategy

Committee 
Formed to
Aid SWP
Campaign

See Big Labor Vote 
In New York City for 
Shachtman and Paine

D ec la ring  th a t the an ti-w a r, 
an ti-fasc is t candidates o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  w ould 
ro ll up thousands of labor votes 
in  the C ouncilm an ic e lection 
th is  N ovem ber, D w ig h t M ac
donald, secre ta ry  o f the C am 
paign C om m ittee , today po in t
ed out th a t ten thousand s igna
tu res had been secured over a

S.U.P. S tronger The shipowners were pro-
Th is  v ic to ry , won despite | ceeding w ith  th e ir  p lan w ith  the 

c a re fu lly  planned s tra tegy  of °Pen assistance of the S ta lin- 
both the shipowners and the 
S ta lin is t be trayers  to crush the
m ost m ilita n t union in  the west, 
strengthens the position  o f the 
S .U .P . as the cham pion of the 
m a r it im e  w orkers . Iso la ted  and 
doublecrossed by its  enemies, 
the S.U .P. proved th a t m ilita n t 
action in  the face o f danger can 
produce v ic to ry  fo r  the w o rk 
ers.

The shipowners dem anded a 
60-day extension on the con
tra c t. The longshorem en, under 
B rid g e s ’ leadersh ip , were qu ick  
to accept th is  o ffe r and even in 
cluded a clause in  the extension 
w h ich  w ould add another twen- 
ty*one days in  the event th a t 
f  i l in g  an agreem ent a s tr ike

ists. They both hoped by th is  
action to fo rce  the Sailors e ith 
er to s tr ik e  alone o r to ta i l  
along behind the se ll-ou t a rtis ts  
—Bridges and Co.

The M a rin e  F irem en"and  the 
Sailors, how ever, got together 
and agreed to s tic k  together. 
T h e ir com m ittees had jo in t ses
sions w ith  the shipowners. 
Then, ou t o f a c lea r sky, the 
F ire m e n ’s com m ittee  signed 
the 60-day extension.

The S a ilo rs ’ com m ittee  held 
out. They refused to agree to 
any th ing  m ore than a seven-day 
extension. I f  negotiations could 
take place in  tw o m onths, w hy 
not now? The 60-day extension 

(Continued on Page 2)

B U L L E T IN

We are in fo rm ed , as we go 
to press, th a t the New Y o rk  
E lections Board has ru led  
George L ym an  Paine o ff the 
ba llo t. In  our nex t issue, we 
sha ll present the fac ts  as 
w 'ell as a re p o rt o f the ac
tion  contem plated by the 
N ew Y o rk  D is tr ic t o f the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty . ...

Behind the Lines
By G EO R G E S T E R N .

T r ia l peace balloons are pop
p ing  m ore loud ly  r ig h t now 
than the guns on the w estern 
fro n t.

B ehind the em pty  rh e to ric  of 
C ham berla in  and D a la d ie r, be
h ind  the ve rita b le  flood o f in 
sp ired  peace rum ors  in  the 
press, i t  is  no t d if f ic u lt  to  d is
cern the d im  outlines o f back
door d ip lo m a tic  schemes.

O n’ the G erm an side the p u r
pose o f peace m aneuvers is 
p la in . Even an a rm is tice  now 
on G e rm a n y ’s te rm s  w ould be 
a v ic to ry  fo r  H it le r  o f the f ir s t  
m agn itude. T h a t is  w hy there 
w il l  be no a rm is tice —on G e r
m a n y ’s te rm s.

B u t w ha t fo rm  w ou ld  Anglo- 
F rench  counter-proposals take? 
Nobody takes seriously the 
pompous bunk in  the C ham ber
la in -D a la d ie r speeches about 
na tiona l honor, condoning o f 
‘ ‘aggression,”  and non-recourse 
to fo rce  in  in te rn a tio n a l re la 
tions. Leas t o f al> does anybody 
seriously believe th a t B r ita in  
o r F rance  are going to m ake 
any possible deal w ith  H it le r  
contingent upon the re -crea tion  
of A u s tr ia , Czechoslovakia, o r 
Poland.

A lre a d y , when pressed on the 
sub ject o f th e ir  w a r aims;, the 
F rench  and B r it is h  leaders are 
g row ing  p rogress ive ly  vaguer. 
They cannot define spec ific  
a im s o f a w a r the precise fo rm  
of w h ich  has no t been de te r
m ined as yet.

I t  is  in  th is  dom ain  th a t the 
backdoor d ip lom a ts  are busily  
a t w o rk . In  London, P a ris—and 
in  W ashington —  w ays and 
means a re  undoubtedly being 
sought to  s h ift the w a r ’s ax is  in  
a w ay th a t w i l l  tu rn  its  sharp 
end aga inst Russia. The spec
ta cu la r R ussian grabs in  the 
B a lt ic  and now in to  Scandina
v ia  a re  undoubtedly a source of 
pro found concern to the lead ing  
Nazis and the R eichsw ehr gen
e ra ls . In  those c irc le s  the  B r lt -

ish and F rench  m ay hope s t i l l  
to fin d  the leve r w ith  w h ich  
they can sw ing the guns a r
ound a t Russia.

T h a t is w hy i t  is no accident 
at a ll th a t W ashington is  re 
ce iv ing  w ith  every  evidence of 
serious consideration the Scan
d inav ian  plea aga inst R uss ia ’s 
d rive . T h a t is w hy the en tire  
propaganda o f the A llie s  is  con
cen tra ting  on convinc ing  the 
G erm ans th a t the H itle r-R ib - 
bentrop po licy  has a c tu a lly  
proved d isastrous fo r  the R eich 
because i t  leaves G e rm a n y ’s 
fa te  in  the w a r up to S ta lin .

I t  is  the hope seriously en te r
ta ined in  London and P a ris  th a t 
the fra g ile  Berlin -M oscow  axis 
can be smashed i f  the r ig h t fo r 
m u la  is found th a t accounts fo r 
the slow  tem po o f m ili ta ry  op
erations. W ith  w in te r a lm ost 
upon us, the p ro b a b ility  o f an 
offensive along the western 
fro n t fades, and leaves a p e r
iod o f fo u r o r five  months 
ahead fo r  the d ip lo m a tic  game 
to be p layed out.

S ta lin ’s moves have showpr 
th a t he has by no means d is
counted th is  poss ib ility . The 
m ili ta ry  p rovis ions of the pacts 
forced on the B a lt ic  States are 
a ll a im ed, w ith o u t exception, 
a t tthe fu tu re  contingency o f 
c o n flic t w ith  G erm any. B u t 
w hether they „w il l  a c tu a lly  en
hance h is  a b ility  to m eet such 
a c o n flic t, i f  i t  comes, is  some
th in g  only the event w il l  show. 
S ta lin ’s whole po licy  is based 
p rec ise ly  upon avo id ing  such a 
clash. F ro m  th is  we m a y  safe
ly  assume th a t i f  the Anglo- 
F rench  m aneuvers should show' 
any signs o f succeeding a t a ll— 
and th is  is s t i l l  fa r  fro m  the 
fa c t  — S ta lin  w il l  p u ll some 
speedy surprises o f h is  own out 
of the K re m lin ’s bag o f tr ic k s . 
B y  nex t sp ring—perhaps even 
sooner—the w a r m ay present a 
qu ite  d iffe re n t aspect than  i t  
now so p ro v is io n a lly  assumes.

period of th ree  weeks to place 
M ax Shachtm an, candidate fo r 
the B ronx, and George Lym an  
Paine, candidate fo r M anha t
tan , on the ba llo t.

The C am paign C om m ittee , i t  
was m ade pub lic  today, in c lu d 
es Jam es B urnham , T re a su r
e r, D w ig h t M acdonald, Secre
ta ry , and George N ovack, F e
l ix  M o rrow , Jam es P . Cannon, 
A lb e rt G o ldm an, John G. 
W rig h t, R ay Cushing and A n
thony Chapman.

R eactionary  Challenge
A lthough the pe titions bea r

ing  the s ignatures assuring the 
candidates a place on the ba l
lo t have been file d  w ith  the 
B oard  o f E lections, i t  was 
learned today th a t an undis
closed source had subm itted  a 
b r ie f cha lleng ing  the candidacy 
o f M ax Shachtm an. C om m ent
ing  on the cha llenge. Secre
ta ry  M acdonald in fo rm ed  the 
Socia list Appeal th a t accord ing 
to the e lection la w  the cha lleng
er m ust specify  the reasons fo r 
contesting S hachtm an’s candi-

(Continued on Page 3)

Can One Justifi y  the 
ALP War Position?

The Lovestoneites Provide a "L e ft W ing" 
Apology for the ALP Leaders' Support of the 
W ar Camp of Anglo-French Imperialism

CIO Convention Yields to 
Pressure of War Dealers

Though M ajority of Delegates Oppose War, 
Bureaucrats Put Over a W ar Line

The CIO convention rushed 
th rough  a m a x im u m  o f busi
ness th is  week w ith  v e ry  l it t le  
discussion on im p o rta n t issues 
as John L . Lew is  and the top 
leadership sought to m ake a 
strong im pression  in  the labor 
m ovem ent.

The convention d id no t en
dorse Roosevelt fo r  a th ird  
te rm , leav ing  the en tire  ques
tion  o f CIO p o lit ic a l po licy  in  
the hands o f L a b o r ’s N on-P art
isan League, w h ich  is co n tro ll
ed by Lew is.

Get B ehind W ar D eal 
Y ie ld in g  to the pressure of 

Sidney H illm a n , Lew is  reversed 
his stand on fo re ign  po licy  and 
supported a reso lu tion , »which 
passed unan im ously, th a t ap
proved R oosevelt’s p ro -w a r po l
ic ies under the guise o f “ neu
t r a l i ty  m easures.”

A  one parag raph  reso lu tion  on 
labor u n ity  w h ich , in  e ffect, av
oided any co m m itm e n t on the 
question o f negotia tions w ith  
the A F L , was approved as th is  
p rob lem  was g iven scant a tten
tion  by the convention.

By F E L IX  MORROW
The “ reso lu tion on the present European c o n flic t” , adopted 

October 4 by the state executive com m ittee  o f the A m erican  
Labor P a rty  has become a touchstone fo r  d e te rm in ing  where 
every group and in d iv id u a l in  the  la b o r m ovem ent stands on the 
w a r question.

There are th ree  positions on the A L P  reso lu tion :
1. The pro-Anglo-F rench cam p: The reso lu tion  was the irs ,

^and openly expressed th e ir  p ro 
w a r views.

2. The H itle r-S ta lin  cam p:
C onstitu ted by the S ta lin is ts ,, 
th e ir  stooges and supporters, 
as w ar-m ongering  as the pro- 
A lly  cam p, b u t in  the opposite 
trenches.

3. The T h ird  C am p: The
cam p o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  
s trugg le  aga inst w a r. I t  is  op
posed both to the p ro -A lly  and 
p ro -H itle r cam ps. The Socia l
is t W orkers P a rty  unequ ivoca l
ly  places its e lf in  th is  th ird  

A b las t by p rom inen t C IO camPi 
leaders a t the N a tiona l La b o r YO U  M UST CHOOSE
R elations B oard  coupled w ith  a 
w a rn ing  to CIO unions to  be ex
tre m e ly  ca re fu l in  try in g  to use 
the B oard  because o f its  new 
“ an ti-C IO ism ,”  su rp rised  m any 
of the delegates bu t the po licy  
was endorsed in  a specia l res
o lu tion.

(Continued on Page 4)

O N E OF TH E S E  CAM PS
No group in  the labo r m ove

m e n t can avo id  a lign ing  its e lf 
w ith  one o f these th ree  cam ps; 
and where each group stands 
is de term ined by w here each 
group stnads s p e c if ic a lly  on 
the A L P  reso lu tion. F o r a ll 
general p rinc ip les  have m ean
ing  on ly  as they are concre
tised by spec ific  positions ta k 
en on s ig n if ic a n t occasions, 
such as the A L P  reso lu tion.

B o th  the p ro -A lly  a ifd  pro- 
H it le r  cam ps, as »we expla ined 
in  o u r la s t issue, are de libe ra te 
ly  spreading confusion on the 
issue invo lved  in  the  A L P  res
o lu tion. E ach  dubs the o ther 
w ar-m onger and a ttem p ts  to 
conceal its  ow n p ro -w a r stand. 
The p ro -H itle r cam p em ploys 
u l t r a - r a d i c a l  phraseology 
aga inst its  opponents, and the 
p ro -A lly  cam p is  defended on 
its  fla n ks  by a “ le ft  w in g ”  
w h ich  also em ploys a n ti-w a r 
language. E v e ry  u tte rance 

(Continued on Page 4)

MASS DESERTIONS 
IN CANADA SHOW 
ANTI-WAR FEELING

( Special to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
SASKATOON, Sask., Oct. 

10.—Mass desertions have 
a lready  s ta rted  in  the m i l i 
ta ry  forces encamped here, 
accord ing  to repo rts  em anat
ing  fro m  the encam pm ent.

D esertions, as h igh  as 30 a 
day, are said to be excep
tio n a lly  h igh  among those 
F rench  - Canadian tra n s ie n t 
w orkers who were d rive n  in 
to the a rm y  by hunger and 
cold when they fa ile d  to ob
ta in  ha rves t w o rk .

F ro m  three independent 
and usua lly  re lia b le  sources 
i t  was learned th a t on one 
recen t day alone 17 un ifo rm s 
w ere found th ro w n  aside 
down in  the “ jung les ”  by the 
r iv e r .

But Leaves Loophole 
For United Imperialist 
Front Against Russia

Stalin Having Imposed 'M utual Assistance' 
On Latvia, Esthonia and Lithuania Is Now 
Making Demands on Finland

SPEED-UP IN 
AUTO BRINGS 
STRIKE THREAT

(S pec ia l to the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l>
D E T R O IT —R esentm ent and

p ro test over the in tro d u c tio n  o f 
new speed-up operations and 
the fa ilu re  o f the C h rys le r 
Corp. to settle  Old grievances 
b rough t the th re a t o f a 's t r ik e  
o f 55,000 U AW -CIO un ionists 
th is  week.

U nion o ffic ia ls  file d  a fiv e  
day notice requ ired  b y  la w  
w ith  the state labo r m ed ia tion  
board announcing its  in tentions 
unless sa tis fa c to ry  negotia tions 
ensued.

U nion Demands
The nub o f the whole s itua 

tio n  is  th a t the union demands 
the r ig h t to take  p a rt in  the 
se tting  o f p roduction  sched
ules and asks h igher wages, 
a d jus tm en t of w o rk in g  hours 
and changes in  w o rk in g  condi
tions. The com pany has a rro 
gan tly  refused a ll union de
m ands.

Instead i t  in troduced  new 
speed-up schedules w h ich  were 
im possib le fo r  the w orke rs  to 
fu l f i l l .  When Dodge w orkers  
protested aga inst th is  action, 
the com pany locked ou t 10,000 
employees. H ow ever, the en tire  
union in  the C hrys le r p lan ts 
w en t to ba t on the question1 and 
the corpora tion-w ide s tr ik e  has 
been threatened.

F edera l conc ilia to rs  have 
stepped in to  the s itua tion  to 
seek a com prom ise agreem ent 
and a v e rt the s tr ike .

Watson, Anti-W ar Fighter, 
Sentenced to Year in Jail

( Specia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l) 

TORONTO, Oqt. 10—A rrested  
a fte r m ak ing  a m ili ta n t a n ti
w a r speech a t a Toron to  open- 
a ir  m eeting o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers League, Canadian sec
tion  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, 
F ra n k  W atson, young E ng lish - 
Canadian w o rke r, has been sen
tenced to a yea r in  ja i l  under 
the d ic ta to r ia l W ar Measures 
A c t. D espite the v ic ious  re 
pressive measures o f the  L ib e r
a l M ackenzie K in g  W ar G ov
ernm ent, W atson’s bold action 
and the tru th  o f h is statem ents 
about the w a r have resu lted  in  
w idespread sym pa thy  and in 
te res t in  h is  case. W orkers and 
in te llec tua ls  in  the C anadian 
C om m onw ealth F edera tion  (so
c ia l dem ocra tic  p a rty ) and in  
o ther o rganizations have re 
sponded to  a c a ll fo r  funds to 
appeal W atson’s case, and. a 
new t r ia l  in  the  appeal co u rt

Although generally interpreted in the press as an “em
phatic negative reply” to H itler’s proposal to settle the war, 
the -Chamberlain address to Parliament this week neverthe
less laid the basis for bringing into the open the negotiations 
which are evidently being carried on unofficially and behind 
closed doors.

The loophole was contained in the concluding section of
the address which said: “Eith
er the German Government 
must give convincing proof of 
the sincerity of their desire 
for peace by definite acts and 
by the provision of effective 
guarantees of their intention 
to fulfill their undertakings or 
we must, persevere in our duty 
to the end.”

J u s t  - what Chamberlain 
w o u ld  construe as “convinc
ing proof of sincerity” and 
“ e ffec tive  guarantees”  was not 
made c lea r by the B r itis h  
F r im e  M in is te r. H is  vagueness 
on th is  score, like  th a t o f H it 
le r ’s speech, on ly  con firm ed  the 
op in ion th a t the  im p o rta n t and 
spec ific  questions invo lved  are 
subjects no t fo r  p ub lic  discus
sion am ong the im p e r ia lis t r iv 
als b u t on ly  fo r  the p riva te  d ip 
lo m a tic  fee le rs  th a t continue to 
be pu t ou t everyw here  and 
w h ich  m ay v e ry  eas ily  lead to 
a change in  the com position of 
the w a rr in g  cam ps.

B r it is h  D ile m m a  
W hat some o f the im p e ria lis t 

c r it ic s  o f C ham berla in  de
nounce as his “ indecis ion in  
p rosecuting  the w a r”  is on ly  a 
re fle c tio n  o f the d ile m m a  o f the 
B r it is h  ru lin g  class. On the one 
hand, i t  w ould like  to p reven t 
the continued rise  o f its  G er
m an r iv a l as a w o rld  pow er of 
f i r s t  and perhaps decis ive m ag
n itude . On the o the r hand, i t  
fea rs  th a t the p ro longation  o f 
the w a r on the present basis 
w ould no t on ly  inc reas ing ly  ex
clude the prospect o f convert
ing  i t  in to  an im p e r ia lis t o ffen
sive aga inst Russia—fo r years 
the fond hope o f E n g la n d ’s im 
p e ria l m asters— b u t w ould in  a ll 
like lihood  lead to such socia l 
convulsions as w ould th rea ten  
the ro tten  ex is ting  o rde r in  E u r 
ope w ith  w o rk in g  class re vo lu 
tion .

Th is  genera l fe a r is shared to 
a la rge  ex ten t by H it le r . A t the 
least, the Nazis a re no t un
aw are o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  dan
ger fro m  th e ir  ow n w o rk in g  
class i f  the  w a r continues to 
impose in to le rab le  burdens up
on the masses. As the New 
Y o rk ' T im es sums i t  up in  its  
e d ito r ia l com m ent upon C ham 
b e r la in ’s address: 

i T n  v iew  o f the s w if t  m a rch  
o f im p e ria l B o lshev ism , sweep
ing  down on E urope fro m  the 
E ast, the re  m u s t be m any  G er
m ans, in  the a rm y  and else
w here, who see the fu tu re  
c le a rly  as a choice between a 
continuation  o f the  w a r, c u lm in 
a ting  in  a re vo lu tio n  o f the  le ft, 
o r an e a rly  peace, to  be ach iev
ed th rough  an am a lgam ation  o f 
the  fo rces th a t are opposed 
both to w a r and com m un ism .”  

In  th is  com m ent is  conta ined 
not so m uch  the op in ion now 
he ld  by “ m a n y  G erm ans,”  as 
the  op in ion th a t the B r it is h  im 
p e ria lis ts , about whose p o lit ics  
and asp ira tions the  N ew  York 
T im es is  v e ry  w e ll in fo rm e d , 
w ould  lik e  “ m any G erm ans”  to 
hold.

How the s itu a tio n  w il l  a c tua l
ly  develop in  th is  c o n flic t be
tween the in te r- im p e r ia lis t con
tra d ic tio n s , w h ich  prevenit a 

(Continued on Page 3)

Wide Working Class Support Pledged to 
Canadian Arrested for Anti-W ar Speech

is  scheduled e a rly  n e x t m onth.
In  the m eantim e, Canadian 

F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts , a l
though prevented by the  new 
w a r decrees fro m  lega l p u b li
ca tion  o r the ho ld ing  o f m eet
ings, have d is tr ib u te d  thou
sands o f lea fle ts  th roughou t 
Toronto and in  W estern c ities  
exposing the v ic ious prosecu
tion  o f W atson and dem anding 
h is release and the repea l o f 
the  W ar M easures A c t. E ven  
the Toronto  bourgeois press has 
been fo rced to g ive  the W atson 
case p u b lic ity , a t the same 
tim e  app rov ing  h ig h ly  o f h is 
sentence and u rg in g  a genera l 
pogrom  aga inst a ll a n ti-w a r e l
em ents.
F ir s t  C asualty is  “ D em ocracy”

W atson’s a rre s t, on Septem 
ber 15, less than a week a fte r 
the K in g  governm ent had de
c la red  Canada a t w a r w ith  G er- 

(Continued on Page 2)
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The F o u r th  In te r n a t io n a l Leads the F ig h t A g a in s t W ar
The Fourth International in Action

In  other columns of the Appeal we are printing the story of the arrest and convic
tion of Frank Watson, Canadian anti-war m ilitant, and the activity launched around this 
case by the Canadian section of the Fourth International. But Canada is not alone in 
giving proof of the vitality o four movement as the only international organization up
holding the banner of Lenin, Liebknecht, and Luxemburg in the uncompromising strug
gle to oppose im perialist war.

Below we reprint manifestoes published by our comrades in France and in Australia  
upon the outbreak of war.

From  all sections of the world communications are pouring in indicating that in 
this hour of crisis the groups of the World Par.'y of the Proletarian revolution are acting 
as one. These incipient a,étions augur well for the fight to create a world socialist federa
tion, which is the only realistic solution to the holocaust that has been unleashed by the 
decay of the capitalist empires.

In  succeeding issues the Appeal w ill carry news from the Third Front—the front 
sf the Fourth International—as a regular feature.

ENGLAND

AUSTRALIA

Appeal Issued by Comrades 
Tells Workers: The Enemy 
Is in Your Own Country

We are in the shadow o f the new im p e ria lis t 
s laughter. As in 1914 we are asked to defend 
dem ocracy, to res is t aggression, to defend— 
not poor l it t le  B e lg ium  bu t hero ic Poland, and 
behind the speeches is the same g r im  m ock
e ry ; the im p e ria lis ts  o f B r ita in  and F rance  are 
about to fig h t, not fo r  the defense o f a sacred 
cause but to preserve the loot o f centuries, 
gathered together in  Asia, A fr ic a  and In d ia .

G erm an fascsim  fig h ts  not fo r  honor, o r fo r  
l iv in g  room , bu t fo r its  share of im p e ria lis t 
p lunder. H it le r  is your enem y. . . YES. So are 
C ham berla in , D a lad ie r, Menzies, and a ll th e ir 
crew .

W orkers of G erm any and Ita ly  are your 
F R IE N D S . . . The w ar-m ongers te ll you th a t 
the cause of the w a r is in  the w il l  o f the G e r
m an people to dom inate Europe. A lie . The 
cause of th is  and o f every w a r between na
tions is the desperate greed th a t is  prepared 
to countenance the s laughter of m illio n s  to 
safeguard p ro fits , d iv idends and m arke ts . 
W orkers of G erm any and o f I ta ly  desire a w ar 
no m ore than you do.

As in  1914 the w orkers  or the w o rld  are flo w 
ing  to the trenches, caught up in  the wave of 
hys te rica l propaganda th a t disguises the im 
p e r ia lis t ’s rea l a im s, b u t in  the h o rro r and de
s truc tion  of th is  w a r the masses in  the 
trenches w il l  be fo rced to recognise th e ir  rea l 
enemies fa r  m ore c le a rly  and q u ick ly  than 
in  1914-1918.

The so-called Labor P a rties , as in  1914, a id 
ed now by the co rru p tio n  o f S ta lin ism , have 
assisted the c a p ita lis t w ar-m ongers by even 
m ore h ys te rica l demands fo r w ar, bu t the 
issue now lies naked ly c lea r. M illions  o f w o rk 
ers have believed th a t in  a w o rld  w a r in  w hich 
the Soviet U nion was engaged they could p ro 
te c t her by sid ing w ith  her im p e r ia lis t a llies. 
S ta lin 's  de libera te  a lliance w ith  the fasc is t 
leaves opposed two cam ps, im p e ria lis ts  and 
fascists, one as v ile  as the other.

In  1916 in  the m ids t of the s laughter the rev 
o lu tio na ry  groups assembled a t Z im m erw a ld , 
appealed to the w orkers  th rough the hys te rica l 
im p e ria lis ts ’ propaganda to end w a r by revo 
lu tion . We issue th a t appeal now. R evo lu tion 
aries are p it i fu l ly  sm a ll in  num bers; so were 
the Bolsheviks in  1914. We stand alone, sep
arated fro m  the so-called Socialists by our 
M a rx is t p rinc ip les . M ore and m ore c le a rly  w ill 
the s ta rv in g  masses, made desperate by hun
ger and slaughter, recognise a t the c r it ic a l 
hour the FO U R TH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  as then- 
fr iends  and leaders.

We w ork s tead ily  tow ards our revo lu tiona ry  
goal. Through the hys te ria  of the decla ra tion  
of w a r, we issue our appeal to the w orkers 
to end the insensate s laughter of ca p ita lism  in 
its  death agony. To rep lace i t  by a soc ia lis t 
o rder th a t w il l  end w a r. not fo r a b r ie f tw enty 
years, bu t fo r ever.

FO R  T H E  FO U R TH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L !
FOR T H E  W ORLD SO C IALIST R E V O LU  

’H O N !

Despite the Restrictions 
Imposed by War-Time Rule, 
Revolutionists Carry On

LO N D O N , O ctober—The p a rty  o ffice  a t Red 
L ion  C ourt is  now closed.

The o rgan iza tion  functioned ve ry  w e ll d u r
ing the c r is is  period. Thousands of lea fle ts  
were d is tribu ted  and b ill-posted. A specia l is 
sue of the M ili ta n t was brough t out. M any 
m eetings have been held.

In  m any areas the M ilita n t Labour League 
branches dem anded and obtained special 
m eetings o f th e ir  loca l Labour pa rties  and re 
ceived considerable support fo r  th e ir  uncom 
prom is ing  line  of re vo lu tio n a ry  strugg le  
aga inst w a r.

The IL P  and the Scottish Socia lis t P a rty —a 
ce n tr is t o rganization a ff ilia te d  to the Labour 
P a rty —have declared aga inst the w a r o f f i
c ia lly . a lthough th e ir  p a rlia m e n ta ry  represen
ta tives continue to act in  the ro le o f a p a c ifis t 
le ft w ing  o f- th e  ca p ita lis t po litic ians . W hich 
is about w ha t can be expected of the cen tris ts  
in  c r it ic a l tim es.

W hile i t  w ould be untrue as ye t to say th a t 
the masses are a lready opposed to the w a r, i t  
can be stated qu ite  accu ra te ly  th a t there is 
not the s ligh tes t enthusiasm  among them  fo r 
the w ar. N or has there been any sign of flag - 
w aving. I t  is  s t i l l  possible to p u t fo rw a rd  an 
opposition v iew po in t w ith o u t causing a r io t.

Am ong the w o rk in g  population there are 
considerable grievances a lready. Food prices 
are r is in g , unem ploym ent is going up w ith  
leaps and bounds as a resu lt o f the d is location 
of economy. M any fa m ilie s  are reduced to 
penury because th e ir wage-earners have been 
ca lled up. These deep grievances are accen
tuated by the various re s tric tio n s  w h ich  have 
been imposed on m ovem ent, recrea tion  and 
no rm a l pleasures.

As was to be expected .the labor m ovem ent 
is being tu rned in to  a p a rt o f the w a r m achine. 
The nauseating speeches of the labor leaders 
in P a rlia m e n t are known fro m  accounts in  the 
general press. M any o f the local organizations 
have ceased to m eet and -apparently in tend to 
stop func tion ing  fo r the du ra tion  of the w ar. 
The Labour P a rty  E xecu tive  is m ak ing  a r 
rangem ents fo r loca l pa rties  to cooperate w ith  
the M in is try  o f In fo rm a tio n .

I t  is goc ia l-pa trio tism  naked and unashamed.

The S ta lin is ts  are losing ground ra p id ly . 
T h e ir fe llow  tra ve le rs , the Duchesses, etc., 
le ft them  h igh and d ry  when they found th a t 
S ta lin  had “ be trayed the B r itis h  E m p ire ."  
They are s t i l l  dem anding, although in  a 
shamefaced m anner, a pact w ith  Russia. F o r 
the res t they dem and a m ore vigorous m i l i 
ta ry  po licy  and a new “ People’s G ove rnm en t” , 
w hatever th a t means. B u t th e ir days are num 
bered. The D a ily  W orker is  reduced to h a lf its  
fo rm e r size and we have received re liab le  in 
fo rm a tio n  th a t some o f th e ir loca l organizers 
have not been pa id  fo r  severa l weeks. I t  looks 
as i f  the w e ll has ru n  d ry .
- The governm ent is p e rm ittin g  the Moseley 
Fascists to conduct a dem agogic cam paign 
aga inst the w a r w hich they say is fo r the bene
f i t  o f the Jews.

The M ilita n t Labour League is concen tra t
ing  on the tasks o f endeavoring to keep the 
w orkers organizations function ing , on de
mands fo r  the m aintenance of our dem ocra tic  
r igh ts  and on economic issues.

GERMANY

A  Letter from Our German 
Comrades in Copenhagen 
Sees Liberation Ahead
D ear Com rades:

We take th is  occasion to send fra te rn a l 
greetings to our A m erican  com rades and 
th rough them  to a ll the com rades o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l fro m  the m id s t of a Europe e m 
bro iled  in  w ar.

Comrades, we realize fu l l  w e ll th a t the ou t
break o f the second w orld  w a r constitu tes a 
te rrib le  defeat fo r the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk ing  
class and th a t the conclusion o f the pact 
between the Soviet U nion and H it le r  w il l have 
a deep-going depressive e ffect upon the p ro 
le ta ria t. B u t we believe, on the o ther hand, 
and can a lready  observe in  p ractise  today th a t 
the destruction  of the illus ions rega rd ing  the 
re vo lu tiona ry  reg im e in the USSR has made 
the best sections o f the labor m ovem ent more 
easily accessible to our ideas and princ ip les . 
The coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  polic ies o f S ta lin , 
w hich we had a lready pointed out in  Spain, 
has now become m an ifes t and ind isputab le . 
We have no illus ions th a t the reaction of the 
w orkers to the pact has as yet a consciously 
revo lu tiona ry  cha rac te r, and th a t i t  is de te r

m ined on the one hand by in s tin c tive  re jec tion  
of an a lliance  w ith  the hangm en of the G erm an 
w ork ing  class and on the o ther hand by dem o
c ra t ic  and na tiona l illus ions w hich have been 
n u rtu red  these la s t few  years p rec ise ly  by 
S ta lin ism  and its  people’s fro n t.

Once again the prognoses and the p rinc ip les  
of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l have proved to be 
co rrec t. The organizations o f the F ou rth  In te r 
na tiona l are the on ly ones uphold ing the ban
ner o f in te rn a tio n a lism  and o f the re vo lu tion 
a ry  strugg le  aga inst w a r and im p e ria lism  a t 
the outset o f th is  second w o rld  w a r w hich the 
present generation experiences.

In  the la s t few  weeks before the ou tbreak of 
w a r and a week a fte r its  ou tbreak we had d i
re c t com m unica tions fro m  the com rades in 
G erm any and we sha ll send you a deta iled 
re p o rt rega rd ing  them  a t the nex t oppo rtun ity . 
Even in  fasc is t G erm any the F ou rth  In te rn a 
tiona l has considerable nuc le i, w h ich  in  a g iv 
en s itua tion  can fo rm  the cen tra l body o f a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  leadersh ip . S ix years o f fasc ism  
have not been able to N az ify  the broad layers 
of (he G erm an w ork ing  class. B e trayed by the 
g rea t labor pa rties , suppressed by fasc is t te r
ro r, the G erm an w o rk in g  class cannot as ye t 
o ffe r active  resistance to fasc ism  today, but 
confines its e lf to  passive s trugg le . N everthe
less even today the w orke rs  constitu te  the 
cen tra l fo rce  of the deep-going defeatists senti
m ent in  the ranks o f the people. I t  awtaits the 
libe ra tion  fro m  the N azi yoke by a defeat in  
the Vrar. bu t a t the same tim e  is a le rt to the 
th re a t of im p e r ia lis t invasion and o f a new 
and m ore acute Versa illes.

We beg you to com m unica te  our sentim ents 
to the in te rn a tio n a l o rgan iza tion  and to re m it 
our w a rm es t fra te rn a l g ree ting  to com rade 
Leon T ro tsky . H is  name is o f im m ense s ig n if i
cance to the European w ork ing  class today.

FRANCE

Manifesto to French Workers 
Calls for a Socialist 
United States of Europe

B a rb a rism  and the to ta lita r ia n  reg im e are 
tr iu m p h a n t in  both cam ps. A re  the w orkers 
going to p a rtic ip a te  in  d ip lom a tic  disputes to 
d iscover who is  o r who is no t the “ on ly  re 
sponsible p a r ty ” ?

THO SE R E A L L Y  R ES P O N SIB LE  A R E  
T H E  C A P ITA LIS TS  O F A L L  C O U NTRIES, 
whose reg im e is  b rin g in g  us to the p recip ice  
of a ll c iv iliza tio n .

Responsible is G erm an im p e ria lism  and its  
fasc is t reg im e.

Responsible is A ng lo-F rench im p e ria lism  
and th e ir  so-called “ dem ocracy” .

W orkers, are you going to r is k  you r skins 
so th a t the dom ina tion  of finance ca p ita l m ay 
tr iu m p h  again a ll over the w orld?

In  the hour in  w h ich  ca p ita lism  iden tifies  
its e lf w ith  ru in , oppression, b a rba rism , and 
fascism ,

W ORKERS O F F R A N C E , rem em ber the 
words o f j^ iebknech t: •

“ The enemy is in  our own co u n try .”
R em em ber, the strugg le  fo r  peace m eans:
T H E  STR U G G LE  FO R  T H E  R EV O LU T IO N  

AND  FOR T H E  SO C IALIST U N IT E D  STATES 
O F E U R O P E !

E xecu tive  C om m ittee, 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l

—  By B. J. WIDICK
A la rm ed  by the -rem arkab le  

progress of the pow erfu l team s
te rs  unions despite s t if f  opposi
tion  of the em ployers, the fede
ra l governm ent has begun a 
nation-w ide d rive  aga inst the 
tru ck  d rive rs  in the hope of 
cu rb ing  them .

N ot satis fied  w ith  try in g  to 
persecute the M inneapo lis  la 
bor m ovem ent and its  spear
head, the team sters union, the 
D epa rtm ent of Justice th is  
week obtained ind ic tm en ts  ag
a ins t the team sters union in 
W ashington, D.C. and St. Louis.

Ind ica tions  were th a t th is  
procedure would be fo llow ed in  
other key c ities  as specia l 
g rand ju r ie s  were convened in  
C leveland, New Y o rk  and else
where.

Move Againt AFL
O stensib ly, the D epartm ent 

of Justice  cam paign is  p a r t o f 
a “ tru s t-b u s tin g ”  cam paign in  
the bu ild ing  in d u s try . A c tu a lly , 
i t  is a crudely-concealed m an
euver to smash the A F L  unions 
in  th is  fie ld .

The fram e-up  o f the M inneap
o lis  s tr ike rs  was the f i r s t  m a jo r 
move in  th is  c a re fu lly  la id  plan 
of the G-men.

The brazen im pudence o f the 
s tr ike -b re a k in g  G-men in  M in 
neapolis, th e ir v ic ious arrests 
in  the va in  hope o f in tim id a tin g  
the w orkers, and the whole 
s lew  o f phoney charges aga inst 
the s tr ike rs  is a h in t o f how 
they w il l  proceed on a na tiona l 
scale.

A tto rney  G eneral F r a n k  
M u rp h y , se lf-s ty led “ fr ie n d  o f 
la b o r”  had a ll h is  high-powered 
ta le n t f in d  lega l loopholes so 
th a t the G-men could g ive an

excuse to m uscle in to  the un
ions.

The Sherm an a n ti-tru s t law , 
w h ich  was supposed to be ag
a inst b ig  m onopolies and th e ir 
re s tra in ts  of trade , was g iven as 
the legal basis fo r the govern
m ent persecution o f the unions.

Loca l 639 of the IB T  in  W ash
ington and five  union o ffic ia ls  
were ind ic ted  under the Sher
m an A c t on charges o f obstruc
tin g  and de lay ing  w o rk  on gov
e rnm en t and p riva te  bu ild ings 
by s tr ikes , boycotts and v io 
lence.

Object Is Clear
The in te n t of the fede ra l gov

e rnm ent is c lea r. The G-men 
hope to establish th rough  the 
present i n d i c t m e n t s  tha t 
s tr ikes , boycotts, and “ v io 
lence”  (in s titu ted  by s tr ik e 
breakers bu t b lam ed on un ion
ists) constitu te  a v io la tio n  of 
the Sherm an a n ti- tru s t law .

Th is  w ould p rovide  a legal 
basis then fo r cu rb in g  a ll m i l i 
ta n t action o f the team sters 
and other unions. I t  w ould p a r
alyze the union m ovem ent, and 
m ake possible ch ise ling, b reak
ing  of contracts, reduction  of 
wages, and a re tu rn  to the open 
shop in  the tru c k in g  in d u s try .

H owever, a pow erfu l union 
m ovem ent of 400,000 organized 
tru ck  d rive rs  su rg ing  fo rw a rd  
w ith  gain a fte r gain is  h a rd ly  
going to take th is  ly in g  down.

The A F L  bu ild ing  trades un
ions are also going to be sub
je c t to a heavy ba tte ry  o f gov
e rnm en t persecution. I t  w il l 
not be the purpose o f the G- 
m en to clean up any bad s itu 
a tion  in  the b u ild ing  trades un
ions b u t ra th e r to use any m is 
takes m ade by union o ffic ia ls  
to c rack  down on the whole la 
bor m ovem ent.

Behind the present moves of 
the fede ra l governm ent to har- 
rass and in tim id a te  the union 
m ovem ent i f  possible, is Roose
v e lt ’s desire to w h ip  labor in to  
line  w ith  his p ro -w ar polic ies.

In  the cam paign to hogtie  the 
labo r m ovem ent in to  the m i l i 
ta ry  m achine, every  possible 
s tick  has to be p icked up and 
th row n a t the unions. The pres
en t G -m an d rive  aga inst the 
A F L  unions is a m a jo r p a rt of 
th is  cam paign, and Roosevelt 
is  hand ling  the “ B ig  S tic k .”

Watson, A nti-W ar Fighter, 
Sentenced to Year in Jail

(Continued from  Page 1)
m any, fu rn ished liv in g  p roof of 
W atson’s contention in  his 
speech th a t “ the f i r s t  casua lty  
in  the ‘w a r fo r dem ocracy ’ is 
dem ocracy its e lf—the w o rke rs ’ 
r ig h ts  of free speech and as
s e m b ly ."

Watson began his speech by 
dec la ring  the una lte rab le  op
position of the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tiona lis ts  to H it le r is m  not only 
in  G erm any b u t in  every coun
try . inc lud ing  Canada. F o r th is  
reason they opposed the w a r, 
as a w a r o f r iv a l d ic ta to rsh ips 
“ fig h tin g  each other fo r  a re d i
v is ion o f the spoils stolen fro m  
the masses o f the w o rld .”

“ D em ocracy”  a t N ine Cents 
a Day

The B r it is h  E m p ire , he con
tinued, is no dem ocracy b u t a 
ragbag of te rr ito r ie s  stolen 
fro m  other peoples du ring  the 
la s t 200 years. W hat dem ocra t
ic righ ts  the w orkers of E ng 
land and the dom inions have 
w rested fo r them selves have 
s t i l l  been a t the expense o f d ic 
ta to rsh ip  over the 500 m illio n  
colored peoples o f the E m p ire . 
We are being asked to f ig h t fo r 
a "d e m o c ra c y ”  w hich forces 
women to w ork  a t n ine cents a 
day in  the coal m ines o f Ind ia , 
w hich compels the Negro w o rk 
ers o f South A fr ic a  to live  in  
a pes tilen tia l ghetto and to c a r
ry  as m any as eleven “ passes”  
in  o rde r to move about, a de
m ocracy w h ich  confiscates the 
land o f Kenya fa rm e rs  and fo r 
ces them  in to  wage labor a t 
s ta rva tion  rates.

We are asked to a lly  ou r
selves w ith  another “ dem ocra
c y ,”  the F rench  E m p ire , w ith  
a s im ila r  record, w hich shoots 
down s tr ik e rs  a t home and ab
road and drowns in  blood the 
na tive  m ovem ents fo r  co lon ia l 
freedom . W ith  such “ a llie s ”  
Canadian w orkers are asked to 
f ig h t fo r  the rescue o f the “ de
m o cra cy ”  o f a gang o f reac
tio n a ry  Po lish  land lords, op
pressors o f U k ra in ians  and per

se cu to rs  o f Jews.

A.F.L GOES ON 
RECORD FOR FDR 
WAR POLICIESH itle r is m  in B r ita in

A lready, Watson continued, 
we have been deprived of the 
on ly dem ocra tic  rig h ts  we
should w ish to defend. In  G ie a t C IN C IN N A T I Ohio __ A l
B r ita in  the P r iv y  Council — an though tb e vast m a j o rity  o f del 
appointed, not an elected body egat es at  tbe A m erican  Federa- 

has been g iven pow eis equal ^ on Labo r convention show- 
to H it le r  s and has used them  ecj ^ e i r  antagonism  to drag- 
to end c iv il  ljb e rtie s , to ru le  b y ;ging A m erican  labor in to  w a r . 
decree, and to break up tia d e  i ^be A F L  executive council was 
un ionism  by d ilu tin g  the Indus- i able t0 obta in unan im 0us sup- 
t r ia l  p lants w ith  thousands o f i p o rt fo r a reso lu tion w hich 
non-unionist w orkers. In  In d ia  
the v ice roy , appointee of the 
P r iv y  Council, also ru les by de
cree and vetoes the leg is la tion  
of a P a rlia m e n t supposed to 
represent 360 m illio n  people.

The F ig h t Is  In  Canada I
Here in Canada the same 

th ings are happening. “ W ork
ers, when they te ll you to fig h t 
fo r dem ocracy in  Europe, re 
p ly  by fig h tin g  fo r  i t  here. 
F ig h t to p reven t your trade  un
ions going the w a y .o f the B r i t 
ish unions, f ig h t to defend and 
extend your liv in g  standards. 
L e t the bourgeoisie g ive us de
m ocracy i f  they w an t us to 
f ig h t fo r it.

“ When the Canadian m ill io n 
a ires fe lt  th a t th e ir  w ea lth  was 
safe they tu rned the unem ploy
ed single w orkers on the streets 
to sta rve  w ith o u t a cent o f re 
lie f. Now th a t they fee l th e ir 
w ea lth  is in  danger, they can 
a ffo rd  $1 30 a day and 85 cents 
liv in g  a llowance to these same 
unem ployed to f ig h t fo r  Cana
da. F o r whose Canada? N ot 
ours; we own noth ing. The un
em ployed are being paid on ly 
to become the cannon-fodder of 
im p e ria lism . W orkers, le t us 
f i r s t  own Canada before we 
fig h t fo r  i t . ”

The S ta lin ites  began by ho ld 
ing  m eetings in  support o f the 
w a r and have ended in  silence 
and confusion now th a t Moscow 
has to ld  them  the w a r “ is tu rn 
ing  in to  an im p e ria lis t w a r ”  a f
te r  a ll. The Canadian Common
w ea lth  Federa tion  has allowed 
its  openly soc ia l-pa trio tic  p a r
lia m e n ta ry  group, representing

backed Roosevelt’s pro  - w ar 
policies.

W illia m  Green, who was re 
elected p res ident fo r  h is f i f 
teenth consecutive year, open
ed up a strong a ttack on the 
CIO in his acceptance speech, 
thereby ind ica ting  th a t the A F L  
leadership was determ ined to 
achieve u n ity  only on the basis 
of its  own p rogram .

V icious red-ba iting  resolu
tions were also passed by the 
convention, w h ich  a ttacked a ll 
p rpgressive tendencies w ith in  
the labor m ovem ent besides 
b lasting  the S ta lin is ts .

Team sters D ispute
A b itte r d ispute between the 

team sters union and the b rew 
ery w orkers  union rocked the 
convention floo r th is  week. The 
b rew ery  w orkers  seek to im 
pede the progressive organ iza 
tio n a l d rive  o f the team sters, 
and even w ent so fa r  as to ob
ta in  co u rt action to re s tra in  the 
team sters.

A special com m ittee  was set 
up to consider th is  dispute.

"A  World in Flames"
Speaker:

A LB E R T GO LDM AN
at

St. Paul SWP Headquarters 
147 West 5th St. 

OCTOBER 25th—8 P .M .

cen tra l com m ittee , to be its  o f
f ic ia l spokesmen. The F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a lis ts  alone have 
continued th e ir  organized re 
sistance to im p e ria lis m  in  w a r 

the M IN O R IT Y  position  in  the as in  peace.

DETROIT LOCAL 
SELLS APPEAL 
IN NEW WAY

T lie  D e tro it B ranch  of the 
P a rty  has been successfu lly 
se lling  num erous copies of the 
Appeal and estab lish ing  m any 
contacts in  the fo llo w in g  m an
ne r:

Squads and groups of com 
rades go out a t least once each 
week w ith  the la tes t copy of 
the Socia list Appeal.

Each com rade is assigned to 
cover a p a rtic u la r apa rtm en t 
house, o r b lock of homes, in  a 
w o rke rs ' d is tr ic t.

Then the actua l w o rk  begins. 
D oorbells are rung and when the 
po ten tia l purchaser comes to 
the door, the Appeal salesm an 
exp la ins th a t he is g iv in g  away 
a w o rk ing  class, an ti-w a r news
paper. A fte r exp la in ing  the an
ti-w a r cha rac te r of the paper 
and w ha t i t  stands fo r he asks 
fo r a sm a ll con tribu tion  to en
able the pub lica tion  of m ore 
Appeals c a rry in g  th e ir an ti-w a r 
message.

The D e tro it branch has re 
ported g rea t s u c c e s s  and 
fr ie n d ly  receptions fro m  a ll 
w orkers v is ited  in th is  w ay. We 
urge other branches to u tilize  
th is  method o f spreading the 
a n ti-w a r message of our revo
lu tio n a ry  press.

H E A R
ERNEST ERBER

Editor of
“The Challenge of Youth”

on

Neutrality and the 
' Trade Unions

TH U R SD A Y, OCT 19-6 P .M . 
at Workers Cultural Center 

125 West 33d St., N .Y .C . 
Aus: Needle Trades Branch

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Thousands of These Were 
Distributed to Protest 
Frank Watson’s Conviction

The fo llo w in g  is  a copy o f a le a fle t issued by the Canadian 
section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l p ro tes ting  the conviction  of 
F ra n k  W atson. U nder the c ircum stances o f w a r-tim e  d ic ta to r
ship, the issuance of any k ind  of re vo lu tio n a ry  lite ra tu re  involves 
the severest d ifficu ltie s . T h a t our Canadian com rades were able 
to pub lish  th is  le a fle t and d is tr ib u te  i t  in  thousands o f copies, 
ind icates th a t the f ig h t aga inst w a r w il l  be pressed by our com 
rades despite the severest res tric tions . And fu r th e r, th a t the 
manner of revo lu tion  is s t i l l  f ly in g  in  Canada and w il l  continue to 
f ly  there so long as a s ing le  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis t is le ft  free 
by the w ar-lo rds.

*  *  *

On Sept. 15, F ra n k  W atson, a young E ng lish-C anadian w orke r 
was a rrested  a fte r speaking to a sym pa the tic  audience a t an 
open-air m eeting in  Toronto. On Sept. 21 he was convicted of 
“ m ak ing  sta tem ents l ik e ly  to  p re jud ice  re c ru it in g  o f H is M a j
es ty ’s F orces” . On Sept. 28 he was g iven the v ic ious sentence 
of 6 m onths im p riso n m e n t plus another 6 m onths or $300 fine .

The ch ie f w itness aga inst Watson was an in d iv id u a l who 
adm itted  being an e x -re c ru itin g  o ffice rs  and who de livered 
a fasc is t harangue in  the c o u rt room . M ag is tra te  B row ne, 
who s u m m a rily  convicted and sentenced W atson, is a T o ry , 
an ex-policem an w ith o u t lega l tra in in g , a notorious labor- 
ha te r. The W ar M easures A c t, under w hich W atson was con
v ic ted , had no t been seen by anyone in  the cou rt except the* 
C rown P rosecutor and has not ye t been pub lished!

W H AT D ID  WATSON SAY? T H E  T R U T H ! He was sent to 
ja i l  fo r  po in ting  ou t th a t “ the Canadian G overnm ent could find  
a hundred m illio n  do lla rs  to em ploy men a t $1.30 a day to go 
over and stop bu lle ts  bu t i t  had no t found any money to help the 
single unem ployed before the w a r .”  Watson said w ha t the 
masses of th is  coun try  know to be the tru th —th a t the w a r in  
Europe is an im p e ria lis t w a r. w ith  the a rch -reac tiona ry  H it le r 
on one side, backed a t the m om ent by the treacherous S ta lin  
reg im e, and w ith  the im p e r ia lis t governm ents o f C ham berla in  
and D a lad ie r on the o ther. W atson declared th a t the w orkers 
o f Canada had noth ing  to ga in  by fig h tin g  and dy ing  in  such 
a w a r.

The Canadian F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  support these 
views. They w il l  continue to denounce the im p e ria lis t w ar 
despite police te r ro r. They ca ll upon a ll who w ish to rega in  
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  in  th is  coun try , to jo in  w ith  them  in  de
m and ing the repea l of d ic ta to r ia l W ar Measures A c t and 
p ro testing  the conv ic tion  o f F ra n k  Watson.

U nder the plea o f fig h tin g  fasc ism  and saving  dem ocracy 
abroad, the W ar Measures A c t is b rin g in g  fasc ism  and ending 
dem ocracy a t home.

T rade unionists, m em bers of CCF, CP and o ther w orkers ' 
pa rties , in troduc  eresolutions o f p ro tes t in  you r branches: 

D E M A N D  R E L E A S E  O F F R A N K  WATSON.
R E P E A L  T H E  W AR  M E A SU R ES  ACT.
A G A IN S T FASCISM  A T  H O M E  AS W E L L  AS ABR O AD . 
R ESTO R E F R E E D O M  O F SPEEC H , PRESS A N D  AS

S E M B LY .
Issued by C A N A D IA N  SECTION 
o f the FO U R TH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

Septem ber 30, 1939.

SLOW W E E K  FOR  
SUBSCRIPTIONS

The past week was a ra th e r 
slow one inso fa r as subscrip 
tion  resu lts to the Socialist Ap
peal were concerned. 20 new 
subscrip tions and 14 renew als 
were obtained w ith  Chicago, 
New Y o rk  and Boston m ak ing  
the best show ing. The resu lts 
by c ities  are as fo llow s:

Re-
New newal

Chicago 4 —
New Y o rk  C ity  3 4
Boston 3 —
Oakland 2 1
D e tro it — 2
P h ilade lph ia  — 2,
San F rancisco  1 l
Toledo 1 —
A lbany l  —
Youngstown 1 —
M alden, Mass. 1 —
A kron 1 —
W ash’ton, D.C. 1 —
St. Lou is 1 —
B a r ’ton, Ohio — l
Los Angeles — 1
Kansas — l
San D iego — 1

T o ta l 20 14
The various c ities  appear to 

be func tion ing  m ore system a
tic a lly  in  the d is tr ib u tio n  and 
sale of the paper a t pub lic  
m eetings, s tree t ga therings 
and house to house e ffo rts .

The Madison, W isconsin u n it 
of the YPSL placed an order 
fo r 25 copies re g u la rly .

Youngstown is now e ffec tive 
ly  disposing of a substan tia l

q u a n tity  on the streets through 
the e ffo rts  o f a couple o f live- 
w ire  com rades.
G O LD M AN  M E E T IN G S  
H E L P  D IS T R IB U T IO N

The G oldm an tou r mass 
m eetings are also being used 
by severa l locals fo r  e ffec tive  
d is tr ib u tio n  o f the paper fo r  ad
ve rtis in g  purposes fo r the 
m eeting.

In  Boston the com rades now 
appear to be m a k in g  e ffo rts  to 
fo llow  up contacts and prospec
tive  subscribers, both to the 
Socia list Appeal and The New 
In te rn a tio n a l. Should the Bos
ton com rades take to th is  w o rk  
seriously good resu lts w il l  be 
fo rthcom ing .

Rochester found i t  advisable 
to reduce its  bundle to 30 fo r 
the tim e  being, b u t Boston 
again  brough t its  bundle back 
to its  usual quota by res to ring  
its  reduction  o f 30.

In  fa r-o ff P lentyw ood, M on
tana, John Boulds does excel
len t w ork  in  d is tr ib u tin g  both 
the Socia lis t Appeal and The 
New In te rn a tio n a l, and in  re 
cent weeks has sent in  a n um 
ber of subscriptions.

A gain  i t  is necessary to em 
phasize the n e c e s s i t y  fo r 
branches to pay up m ore 
p ro m p tly  on th e ir  bundles a c 
counts, in  o rde r »to avo id  being 
sent the pub lica tions by C.O.D. 
On the whole paym ents are be
ing  made re g u la rly , b u t sever
al la rge  locals s t i l l  have sub
s ta n tia l debts to overcom e.

I -----------—

W a r-W h a t For?
A Series of FOUR Friday Night Lectures

JAMES P. CANNON

F R ID A Y , OCTOBER 20—8:30 P .M .

The World in Flames Again
The Real Meaning of the Present W ar

IR V IN G  PLA ZA, Irv in g  Place at 15th Street 
Subscription for series: 75c * Individual lectures: 25c
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"LABOR W ITH A W H ITE  SKIN CAN 
NOT E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W IIE K I 
LABOR W ITH A BLACK SKIN I f  
B R A N D E D ”—K A R L M A R X .

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
dacy w ith in  s ix  days, the chal- 

I lenge to be held before an open 
I session of the Board o f E lec- 

C am paign C om m it- 
the fo llow ing  state- 
today on the chal-

tions. The 
tee issued 
n¡ent late

T H E
N E G R O  Q U E S T IO N
By J. R. JOHNSON__________________ _____

There is no e v il w ith o u t good. W hat the Negro m eans to the 
A m erican  revo lu tion  and the w o rld  revo lu tion  is  being demon
s tra ted  w ith  unm istakab le  c la r ity  by the actions o f the S ta lin is ts  
in  H a rle m , in  Chicago and on the West Coast. W ith  th e ir new 
line  o f “ down w ith  the im p e ria lis t w a r,”  they fee l they can once 
m ore appeal to the Negroes.

F o r years they have been d iscred ited  among th in k in g  Ne
groes everyw here. They lived  e n tire ly  on the rem nants of th e ir  n enge . 
past reputa tion  in  th e ir press they concentrated on N egro sing- ( „ t o ' v i o f the fa c t th a t the 
ers Negro a th letes, Negro parsons. B u t po litics , p a rticu  a i ly  candldates of the Socia lis t 
revo lu tiona ry  po litics  occupied a d is tin c tly  m ino r p a rt of th e ir | W orkers p a r ty  in  the p resent  
propaganda and ag ita tion . ! Councilm an ic CamnaiErn stand

They reached th e ir  low est ebb d u ring  the weeks th a t fo llow ed I co m m itte d £  an uncom prom fs 
the beginn ing of the w a r. In  H a rle m  fo r  instance, they prac-1 strugg le  aga inst w a r and 
tic a lly  disappeared. You could no t w a lk  along Lenox Avenue or A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  it,  
Seventh w ith o u t runn ing  in to  groups of Negroes discussing th e , perta in  lead ing  reac tiona ry  
w a r and the ro le of the Negroes. There were W est Ind ians de
nouncing B r ita in , G arvey ites  denouncing a ll w hites and p ra is ing  
Japan, A m ericans  sneering a t R oosevelt’s w a r fo r  “ dem ocracy”
—these and o ther groups were w e ll represented. B u t you could 
not find  a S ta lin is t. They stayed a t home, and not on ly because 
of the m enta l e ffo r t o f u n ra ve llin g  the new line . M ili ta n t H a rle m  
Negroes showed an in c lin a tio n  to beat them  up. in  o ther words, 
to app ly  to them  th a t k ind  o f lib e ra tio n  fro m  S ta lin ism  th a t S tal- 
in s im  had ju s t app lied to the Poles in  w estern U kra ine . Jam es 
Ford  w ro te  a le tte r to  the A m ste rdam  News. The A m ste rdam  
News d id no t pub lish  i t  fo r  weeks, and then on ly  when F o rd  was 
a t ta c k ^  by someone who had read F o rd  in  the D a ily  W orker 
and denounced h im  in  a le tte r to the News.

Stalinist Name Is Mud
A ll th is  was no t due e n tire ly  to the H itle r-S ta lin  pact and the 

invasion of Poland. The S ta lin is ts ’ name had been m ud in  H a r
lem  fo r a long, long tim e . The Negroes had watched them  boost 
the League o f N ations as a means o f saving E th iop ia , and had 
seen the de fla tion  and collapse o f th a t balloon. The Negroes had 
been able to com pare the re la tive  values o f L itv in o v ’s speeches 
on the side of E th iop ia  and the o il S ta lin  sold to I ta ly . They had 
been ig n o ra n t and backw ard  enough to believe th a t to m ake 
speeches on beha lf o f an a ttacked co lon ia l coun try  and to sell 
o il to the a tta ck in g  im p e r ia lis t co u n try  m ig h t be ve ry  good S ta l
in ism  b u t was no m ore than a base be tra ya l o f the Negro people.

The S ta lin is ts  said th a t to  denounce such a tw o-faced po licy  
was T ro tsky ism . B u t w ithou t ca rin g  w ha t the S ta lin is ts  ca lled 
i t  the Negroes le ft  the C om m unist p a rty .

P o lit ic a l dishonesty leads in e v ita b ly  to personal and organ
iza tiona l co rrup tion . In  order, to  m eet the pressure o f Negroes 
hostile  to th e ir  po licy , the S ta lin is ts  had to take  such organ iza 
tiona l measures inside the p a rty  as drove fro m  them  even those 
Negroes who had been fa ith fu l to  them  fo r  m any years. They 
set out on th e ir crusade to m ake A m e rica  f ig h t a w a r against 
H it le r , a t th a t tim e  S ta lin ’s enem y. They changed th e ir  m ake
up frp m  red to sta rs  and stripes, and began th e ir  seduction of 
the in te lle c tua ls  and a ll the petty-bourgeois dem ocrats.

B u t in  these new c irc les  they found the Negroes to be an 
encum brance. A ll  these New D ealers, s ingers of the Star-Span
gled Banner, and be lievers in  A m erican ism , whose paths in to  
the C om m unist p a rty  w ere s trew n  w ith  roses by B row der, H a th 
aw ay, and A m te r— a ll these people b rough t w ith  them , as an 
indispensib le p a rt o f th e ir  A m erican  “ dem ocracy,”  the ill-d is 
guised p re jud ices o f the A m erican  “ dem ocra t”  aga inst the  N e
gro. Between the r iv a l c la im s  o f A m erican  “ dem ocra ts ”  and the 
A m erican  Negro masses, the C om m unist p a rty  d id  no t hesita te .

They w ere ou t to get the “ dem ocra ts” , so they shoved th e ir 
Negro sym path izers in to  the N egro Congress and they inv ited  
a body o f Negro parsons and bishops, newspaper ed ito rs, and 
sm a ll business men in to  the Congress in  o rde r to be sure to 
s tifle  Negro m ilita n c y . They d iscovered a basis fo r Negro em an
c ipa tion  in  F a th e r D iv ine . A ltoge ther, between 1935 and 1939, 
they d isrup ted and co rrup ted  the Negro re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent 
as tho rough ly  as they ru ined the revo lu tion  in  Spain and the re v 
o lu tion  in  F rance . The Negroes re ta lia te d  by leav ing  them  in  
thousands. D u rin g  the la s t tw o years they los t some 1,600 Negro 
m em bers in  New Y o rk  State, about 80 per cent o f th e ir  Negro 
m em bersh ip . The H itle r-S ta lin  pact and the S ta lin is t invasion 
of Poland were m ere ly  a c lim a x  to a series o f events w h ich  had 
thorough ly exposed S ta lin ism  among the Negro people.

Special Committee Aids 
Shachtman, Paine Anti- 
War Election Campaign

Economic Consequences of the Stalin-Hitler Pact

Soviet Economy Cracking Under War Strain

Shaehtman cam paign ra llie s  in  
the B ronx , George C larke, 
speaking a t E lsem ere  H a ll, 170 
S tree t and M o rris  Avenue, 
Wednesday n igh t, Oct. 11, de
cla red , “ The present Council- 
m anic cam paign, t

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T  duction, in  some instances be
l l  ilo w  1936 levels. The decline

Since Septem ber 11. one since then has appa ren tly  as- 
week p r io r to the issuance o f sum ed ca tastroph ic  propor- 
o rders to the Red A rm y  to tions.

, m arch  in to  Poland, the o ffic ia l 
'M oscow  press has ceased pub
lish ing  a ll data  re la tin g  to the 

(da ily  production  in  key indus- 
a lthough i t  is tr ie s : iron , steel, ro lled  steel.

forces in  th is  c ity  have tr ie d  
to deny them  a place on the 
ba llo t. These m aneuvers, espe
c ia lly  those -made by T am m any 
H a ll a t the opening o f the cam 
paign, are in  v io la tion  o f the 
dem ocra tic  r ig h t .of m in o r ity  
pa rties  to a place on the ba llo t. 
The thousands o f w orkers  in  
th is  c ity  who have a lready 
signed the pe titions nom ina ting  
M ax Shachtm an fo r  the C ity  
Council m us t m eet the reac tion 
a ry  o ffensive begun aga inst its  
an ti-w a r candidate by p ro tes t
ing  to the B oard  of E lections 
any step to rem ove his name 
fro m  the ba llo t. M oreover, ev
e ry  w o rke r m ust see in  th is  re 
ac tiona ry  m aneuver an a ttem p t 
to rem ove the on ly  candidate 
fo r whom  an an ti-w a r vote m ay 
be reg iste red. R a lly  behind the 
an ti-w a r candidates! Support, 
vote and fig h t w ith  the an ti-w a r 
p a rty , the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a r ty .”

A L P  Role
C om enting on the A m erican  

La b o r P a r ty ’s ro le  in  the pres 
en t elections, Shachtm an and 
Paine today declared, “ The top 
leadersh ip  of the A LP  is in  fo r 
a rude shock in  the com ing el 
ection. They appa ren tly  expect 
under the cover o f an a ltogeth
er belated and fra u d u le n t 
‘s tru g g le ’ aga inst S ta lin ’s ag
ents in  th is  coun try—the Com
m un is t p a rty—to c o rra l votes 
in  support o f R oosevelt’s p o li
cies to d rag  the U n ited  States 
in to  w a r by easy stages, m uch 
a fte r W ilson ’s pa tte rn . Thou
sands of w orkers  who recognize 
S ta lin ism  fo r w ha t i t  is—the 
m o rta l enem y o f labor the 
w o rld  over—w il l  no t b e ' duped 
by th is  la tes t m aneuver. These 
w orkers  w il l  vote fo r  the genu
ine a n ti-w a r and an ti-fasc is t 
candidates o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a r ty .”

N a tiona l C am paign
A t another in  the series of

g iven scant a tten tion  in  the fre ig h t ca r loadings, and the 
press, is o f trem endous n a tio n -1 autom otive indus try . N ever be
at im portance. F o r the f i r s t  fo re  has the pub lica tion  o f these 
tim e  since the w a r s ta rted  in  figu res  been suspended fo r  so 
Europe, the w orkers  w il l  have long a period. No o ffic ia l in fo r- 
an oppo rtun ity  to declare them - m ation  w hatsoever is now  
selves on it .  F o r the f i r s t  tim e  j ava ilab le  re la tin g  to the prog- 
since th a t w a r began they w illlre s s  o f the T h ird  F ive  Y ear 
have the chance to so lidarize  j P lan inasm uch as the publica- 
them selves w ith  the T H IR D  tion  o f a ll o ther data was sus-

LABO R  SHORTAGE 
D E E P E N S  CRISIS

One of the p r im a ry  reasons 
fo r the c u rre n t c ris is , as the So
c ia lis t Appeal has a lready  re 
ported, is  an acute shortage of 
labo r, accom panied by enor
mous labor tu rn o ve r and ag
g ravated by the m ob iliza tion  of 
the a rm y  w h ich  has made fu r 
th e r in roads in to  the 
inadequate labor force

w orke rs  bu t have dism issed 14,- 
144. Am ong those who leave are 
not in frequen tly  m em bers of 
the eng ineering  and techn ica l 
s ta ff. The tu rn o ve r is  to a la rge  
m easure due to the im poss ib il
ity  o f p ro v id in g  l iv in g  quarte rs  
fo r a l l . ”

V. M a lyshev, P eople ’s Com
m issa r o f H eavy M acnm e 
B u ild in g , is also qu ite  outspok-j 
en about the c r is is  in  h is de-| 
pa rtm en t. He w rite s : “ A t the 
present tim e  only 84% of the 
w orke rs  scheduled by the p lan 

a lready  are w o rk in g  in  the en terprises 
¡of our C om m issa ria t, 10% less

cam p: w ith  the an ti-w a r cam p, 
against the w a r, aga inst its  in 
s tiga to rs , aga inst its  apologists, 
fo r  the S oc ia lis t R e vo lu tio n ."

The C am paign C om m ittee  a l
so announced today th a t Can
d ida te  Shachtm an w il l  address 
an e lection ra lly  a t H ollyw ood 
Gardens, 896 P rospect Avenue, 
on Wednesday, O ctober 18.

pended ea rly  in  1938. The on ly  
possible in te rp re ta tio n  fo r  th is  
ve il o f secrecy is- th a t p roduc
tion  is on the verge o f b reak
down, i f  i t  has not a lready col
lapsed.

The figu res  p rev ious ly  pub
lished—fo r A ugust and the f ir s t  
week, in  Septem ber—un m is ta k 
ab ly  denoted a decline in  pro-

The s itua tion  is so grave th a t ‘ than the to ta l em ployed in  the 
the o ffic ia l press has ca rr ie d  same period  las t year. Y e t our 
unequivocal co n firm a tio n  o f it .  p rog ram  has grow n 20% as 

The c ris is  in  o il p roduction  is com pared w ith  la s t y e a r.”  
depicted in  g rea t de ta il in |(P ra v d a , Septem ber 16.) 
P ravda  fo r Septem ber 8, w here H U G E  TU R N O V E R  IN  
we fin d  the fo llow ing  s ig n if ic a n t. LA BO R  C R IT IC IZ E D  
sta tem en t: | E loquent as these adm issions

“ In  A zneft (one of B a ku ’s a re , they pale in  com parison 
b iggest o il fie lds— JGW) the la - w ith  a s ta tem ent p rin te d  in  
bor tu rnove r has been enorm - P ravda  in  connection w ith  a re-

has ca rr ie d  a g rea t deal o f th is  
h y p o c ritic a l ind igna tion  over 
the “ shortcom ings in  the organ
iza tion  o f la b o r and wages”  and 
the liv in g  conditions o f w orkers . 
B u t to rem edy th is , the bureau
cra ts  m us t c lam p  down on th e ir  
own p riv ileges . And since th is  
is ou t o f the question they have 
sought to  solve the c r is is  by in 
tens ify ing  the speed up. Since 
June, the w orkers have been 
fo rced to run  tw o, ten, and as 
m any as 30 la thes in  the m a
chine shops (P ravda , Septem
ber 15). A ll  th is  under the slo
gan o f “ E x tend  Stakhanov- 
is m ! ”  S takhanov, toge ther w ith  
o ther figureheads, has toured 
the USSR in  a ra b id  cam paign 
to pu t th is  speed up over. I t  
has obviously fa ile d . I t  has ob
v ious ly  m e t w ith  resistance on 
the p a r t o f the w orkers.
L IV IN G  C O N DITIO N S 
B EC O M IN G  WORSE

ous.
the

In  the 
trus ts

past seven m onths 
have h ired  12,960

A Summary o f the War Steps Taken 
By the Roosevelt Administration

By S H E R M A N  S TA N LE Y  i tions o f A m erican  o ffic ia ls  and 
A b r ie f su rvey o f the steps d ip lom ats  abroad (Kennedy, 

a lready  taken o r in  process o f B u llit t ,  D rexe l, etc.) w hich 
being taken by the Roosevelt ^ ave openly aided the A llie s  in  
governm ent shows how fa r  the

Venture into Public Again
Then a few  weeks ago cam e the change in  the S ta lin is t pol

icy . S ta lin  tied  the Soviet reg im e to H it le r , and in  the present 
stage, a v ic to ry  fo r H it le r  is  an essentia l p a rt of S ta lin ’s po licy. 
The S ta lin is ts  had d isrup ted and confused the revolutionary- 
m ovem ent am ong b lack and w h ite  w orkers  by th e ir  incessant 
propaganda and ag ita tion  fo r Roosevelt and the New Deal and 
Roosevelt’s w a r fo r  “ dem ocracy .”  A ll  th is  in  obedience to S ta l
in . So now, s t i l l  obedient to th e ir  Moscow m aster, they are s tr iv 
ing  tooth and n a il to keep A m erica  fro m  in te rven ing  on the side 
of the “ dem ocracies,”  to s t ir  up an ti-w a r ag ita tion  am ong the 
B r it is h  and F rench  w orkers  and co lon ia ls—in  o ther words,- to 
help H it le r  as m uch as possible. In  th is  a c tiv ity , as in  th e ir  p re 
vious period o f ca llin g  a ll who opposed a w a r fo r the “ dem oc
rac ies ”  T ro tsky ite -fasc is ts , they are acting  m e re ly  as agents of 
the Moscow bu reaucracy and not as leaders o f the revo lu tiona ry  
m ovem ent.

W hat is m ost noticeable and m ost revea ling , however, is th a t 
a fte r c ra w lin g  in the grass and sneaking around in  the byw ays 
m d  alleys o f the Negro areas fo r  some years, they are now once 
m ore ou t in  fu l l  b last. “ Down w ith  the im p e r ia lis t w a r ! ”  “ The 
Negroes have noth ing to ga in  by th is  w a r ! ”  “ W ar fo r  dem ocracy 
is a f r a u d !”  “ The w a r is a w a r between tw o bloated groups o f 
c a p ita lis ts !”  D ay a fte r day in  the D a ily  W orker the S ta lin is ts  
thunder these irrep roachab le  sentences. They hold m eetings. 
They d is tr ib u te  lea fle ts . They beg fo r  m oney. We can expect 
not only the continuance bu t the in tens ifica tion  o f th is  renewed 
a c tiv ity  am ong the Negroes.

And why? Bedause they know th a t by the exposure o f the 
conditions o f Negroes in  A fr ic a , by  the exposure of the fra u d  th a t 
A frica n  Negroes have any th ing  to ga in  by f ig h tin g  fo r  B r itis h  
and F rench  im p e ria lis m , by exposing the im p e ria lis t cha rac te r 
o f the w ar, they have the p o ss ib ility  o f ga in ing  a g rea te r re 
sponse am ong the oppressed Negro people than am ong any o ther 
section of the A m erican  w orkers  and fa rm e rs . Th is  is indeed the 
depth of p o lit ic a l dishonesty and degradation  fo r F o rd  and the 
Negro S ta lin is ts  in  p a rtic u la r. They seek to use Negro m ilita n c y  
fo r the sake o f H it le r ’s v ic to ry .
• A ny  Negro who understands w ha t the S ta lin is ts  are a fte r m ust 
m ake i t  his d u ty  u n re m ittin g ly  to expose them . The F o u rth  In 
te rna tiona l, the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , have never doubted the 
trem endous re vo lu tio n a ry  energy th a t is bottled up in  the N egro 
masses. We c la im  p a rt ic u la r ly  th a t our specia l theo re tica l con
tr ib u tio n  to the' M a rx is t understanding o f the Negro question, is 
:ha t the N egro ’s place is no t a t the ta i l  bu t in  the v e ry  vanguard  
of the re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  aga inst ca p ita lism . B u t i t  is  th e ir 
v e ry  eagerness and response to the re vo lu tio n a ry  appeal aga inst 
the w a r th a t m ake the Negro masses so susceptib le to th is  m ost 
recen t S ta lin is t m aneuver. The S ta lin is ts  have come m ost hope
fu lly  ou t o f th e ir  holes and corners. They know th a t th is  new 
po licy  gives them  a chance.

We there fore  have to show tha t the la s t th in g  they are th in k 
ing o f is the em ancipa tio  no f w orkers , w h ite  and b lack. We o f the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  sha ll po in t ou t th a t the Negroes and the 
w h ite  w orke rs  m ust f ig h t aga inst the im p e ria lis ts , both gangs 
of them , in  w a r as in  peace. B u t we m u s t no t fo r  one s ing le  m o
m en t neg lect the exposure o f the new S ta lin is t line . We m ust 
analyze i t  to its  roots and po in t ou t th a t w ha tever these people 
m ay say a t a g iven  m om ent, how ever sincere m ay be the S ta l
in is t ra n k  and f i le , y e t those who are responsible fo r  th e ir  po licy  
are th in k in g  o f no th ing  else b u t how best to  preserve the  pow er 
and p riv ileges  o f the bloated and m urderous bureaucracy  o f 
S ta lin .

LEGION WHOOPS 
IT UP FOR U. S. 
WAR RECRUITING

( Special to tha S oc ia lis t Appr.nl>
W ASH IN G TO N, D. C.—G oing 

the whole hog on P resident 
R oosevelt’s p roc lam a tion  o f a 
state of lim ia te d  na tiona l em er
gency, the A m erican  Legion, 
a c tive ly  cooperating w ith  a 
governm ent departm ent, has 
made the na tio n ’s ca p ita l the 
cen te r o f a hereto fore unheard 
of and energetic re c ru itin g  
d rive .

On s ta tione ry  supplied by the 
D epartm ent of A g ric u ltu re , the 
Leg ion  has issued a c irc u la r  
u rg in g  the re c ru itm e n t o f 500 
men in to  a new ly  fo rm ed  a n ti
a irc ra ft  b a tte ry .

The c irc u la r , bearing  the im 
p r in t o f both the D epa rtm ent of 
A g ricu ltu re  and the A m erican  
Legion, and dated O ctober 10, 
s ta tes: “ P res ident Roosevelt
has declared the existence o f a 
lim ite d  na tiona l em ergency, 
and as one of the em ergency 
steps, he has authorized an ex
pansion o f the n a tio n ’s m ili ta ry  
se rv ices .”  Leav ing  no doubt as 
to where the ad m in is tra tio n  
stands w ith  re la tion  to p riva te  
agencies in  the d rive  to expand 
the n a tio n ’s w a r m achine, the 
A m erican  L e g i o n  c irc u la r  
notes, “ The D epartm ent of A g 
r ic u ltu re  has been ca lled to co
operate in  the cam paign fo r  re 
c ru it in g  w h ich  is now under 
w a y ."

No A ccident
D ec lin ing , perhaps out of 

fea r, to s ta te  the b ru ta l r igo rs  
of serv ice  w ith  the N ationa l 
G uard, of w h ich  the a n ti-a ir
c ra ft  b a tte ry  is a un it, the c ir 
cu la r pa in ts a p re tty  p ic tu re  of 
life  w ith  the m ili ta ry , dec la ring  
th a t the a n ti-a irc ra ft “ moves 
co m p a ra tive ly  l it t le  and eats 
re g u la r ly .”  U nable to solve the 
pe re n n ia lly  a g ita tin g  prob lem  
of unem ploym ent, the Roose
v e lt A d m in is tra tio n  urges the 
youth to jo in  the a rm ed forces 
i f  i t  w ants to “ eat re g u la r ly .”

A ccom panying the le a fle t is  
a “ l iv e ”  dem onstra tion  o f the 
a n ti-a irc ra ft serv ice  on the

American government has gone 
in its war aims.

We lis t  some o f the h igh ligh ts  
in  the plans o f F D R  to d rag  us 
in to  the W orld  W ar on the side 
of the “ A llie d ”  im p e ria lis t 
powers.

(1) Proposed repeal o f the 
A rm s E m bargo  Act. Th is  is

th e ir p ra c tic a l and propaganda 
w a r; (d) de lay ing  o f the G e r
m an lin e r, the Brem en.

(6) Canada: Roosevelt, in
speech a fte r speech, has b lu n t
ly  declared his in ten tions of 
fig h tin g  “ fo r  C anada”  i f  i t  is 
in  any way threatened. Canada 
is lis ted  as a specia l p rize  in  
the books of A m e rica 's  ru le rs .

scheduled to be com pleted le n d e r no c ircum stances can 
sh o rtly  and then the A llie s  w il l  th is  sem i-colony o f the A m e ri-
begin purchase o f a rm s, m u n i
tions, im p lem ents  of w a r, etc.

can im p e ria lis ts  be touched! 
(7) M -D ay Conference in

G erm any, o f course, can p u r - ! W ashington: Th is  ve ry  week 
chase noth ing. the lead ing A rm y  o ffic ia ls  are

The “ debate”  of A m e ric a ’s m eeting in  closed conference 
doddering, old Senators has de- to discuss the m ost in tim a te , 
generated in to  a tra g ic  fa rce  p ra c tica l de ta ils  o f the M -D ay 
a lready. One by one, the “ iso- w a r Plans. The question th a t
la tio n is ts ”  fo ld  up, o r reduce 
th e ir opposition to - pa the tic  
squaw king. The resu lts o f the 
debate are cut-and-dried.

“ C R E D IT  A N D  C A R R Y ” — 
T H E  O LD M O RG AN  G A M E

(2) Proposed 90-day c re d it 
clause in  the “ T it le  and C a rry ”  
p rov is ion  of the Repeal Act. 
T h is  gives the A llie s  needed 
c re d it, p lus the fa c t th a t actua l 
ow nership of the goods rem ains 
w ith  the A m erican  cap ita lis ts  
d u rin g  the danger period of 
tra n s it.

T h is  90-day c re d it p rov is ion, 
ca lcu la ted  to assure an e a rly  
e n try  in to  the w ar, is  the 1939

w il l  be asked is  a s im p le  Ofi6: 
“ is  your depa rtm en t ready  fo r 
ins tan t ac tion? ”  “ Have you 
perfected you r p lans fo r m o b il
iza tion o f the n a tio n ’s men, in 
dustries and supp lies?”

Th is  W ashington M -D ay Con
ference has placed was as po in t 
one on its  agenda. I t  w il l  pu t 
the fin ish in g  touches to the vast 
m ili ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  planned 
by A m e ric a ’s 60 R u ling  F a m i
lies when the w ar opens.

PR O PAG AN D A COM ING 
T H IC K  AND FAST

(8) G eneral W ar and P ro -A lly  
P ropaganda: M any A m erican  
w orkers  are conscious of the

Instead of im p ro v in g , the liv -  
v iew  o f a book ju s t issued by tog conditions o f the w orkers 
the In s titu te  o f Econom ics and a re w orsening. W hile  food 
e n title d : “ L a b o r in  S oc ia lis t shortages are being v igo rous ly
S ocie ty .”  In  a re v iew  of th is  denied as “ s landers ,”  the pa- 
book, the au thor is c r it ic iz e d  Pers c a rry  reports  o f tr ia ls  of 
sha rp ly  fo r  s lu rr in g  over “ se lf- speculators, food hoarders and 
c r it ic is m  and analysis o f the ! “ d isorgan izers o f tra d e .”  A ll 
shortcom ings in  the organiza- such cases m us t be inves tiga t-

words W AR and E A R L Y  E N 
T R Y .

M ore than any o ther o f the 
im p e ria lis t powers, A m e ric a n ! 
ca p ita lism —the m ost pow erfu l 
in  the w o rld  today—stands to 
ga in  by the w a r and its  con tin 
uation.

H it le r  re a lly  would like  a 
te m p o ra ry  peace —  to consoli
date h is Polish hold ings and to 
m ake m ore secure h is pact 
w ith  S ta lin .

The B r it is h  and F rench  ru l
ers, who are m o r ta lly  a fra id

tion  o f labo r in  recen t yea rs .”  
“ The causes o f these sho rt

com ings,”  thunders the re v ie w 
e r, “ are  reduced by the au thor 
a lm ost exc lus ive ly  to the con
sequences o f the w re ck in g  ac
t iv it ie s  o f T ro tsky is t-B u kh a rin - 

| ite  and o ther agents of c a p ita l
ism . . . . B u t i t  is  a m is take  to 
reduce a ll our fa ilin g s  and laps-
es sole ly to w reck ing . F o r in 
stance, on the ve ry  im p o rta n t 
question o f the labor tu rnove r, 
the au thor g ives a ve ry  deta iled  
and in te res ting  analysis of the

ed and b rough t to t r ia l  w ith in  
th ree  days (P ravda , Septem ber 
14). In  h is  “ h is to r ic ”  rad io  
speech announcing the invasion  
o f P o land, M olo tov was com 
pelled to devote tim e  to w a rn  
aga inst speculation and to re 
assure the populace th a t there 
was no shortage o f necessities 
and th a t ra tio n in g  was n o t be
ing  envisaged.

Since the invasion  o f Poland, 
the press has c a rr ie d  on ly  t r i 
um phan t and p a tr io t ic  a rtic les , 
and g low ing  accounts o f mass

causes
iod of in te rve n tio n  and c iv il  
w a r. B u t in  i llu m in a tin g  th is  
ve ry  same question fo r  the re 
cent years, he confines h im se lf 

of losing th e ir co lon ia l E m - ■ to data  re la tin g  to a decline in  
p ires, would w illin g ly  come to labor tu rn o ve r w h ich  began in  

im p e r ia lis t u n d e r-11932.

equ iva len t of J. P. M o rgan ’s fa ° t  th a t they are d a ily  deluged 
long -te rm  cred its  o f 1914. w ith  p ro -w ar and p ro -A lly  prop-

(3) Proposed exem ption of aganda. E ve ry  boss newspaper 
the Canadian-U nited States bor- in  A m erica  uses its  pages to 
der fro m  the “ T it le  and C a rry ” b la re  fo r th  w a r news heav ily  ¡sons w hy, i f  F D R  h^s h is w ay, 
p rovis ions o f the A ct. This loaded fro m  o ff ic ia l B r it is h  and ar. e a rly  entrance w il l  occur, 
leaves the Canadian border F rench  sources. ! _____________________________ _

a robbers ’
s tand ing  w ith  H it le r  i f  a w o rk 
ing  agreem ent could be reach
ed.

B u t not F D R ‘ and the A lh e r i-  
can ru lin g  class! T h e y  w an t 
w a r and m ore of it .  I t  means 
(1) Huge w a r o rders w ith  an 
accom panying boom in  A m e ri
can business ($80,000,000 in  a ir 
c ra ft  o rders are now being fu l
f il le d  and a w a it on ly the repeal 
o f the E m bargo  fo r  shipm ent. 
T h is  is bu t a taste o f the fo r th 
com ing w a r o rd e rs !) (2) In 
vo lvem en t in  the w a r opens up 
the poss ib ility  fo r  A m erica  to 
w in  by means o f crush ing  blows 
de live red  by the pow erfu l w ar 
m achine i t  can crea te  and thus 
em erg ing  as suprem e a rb ite r 
o f the w o rld —the d ic ta to r o f a 
W orld V ersa illes  T rea ty .

These are the m a in  reasons 
w hy the c a p ita lis t U n ited  States 
o f . A m erica  is no t m e re ly  a 
d r iv in g  fo rce  in  m ak ing  the 
c u rre n t w a r take on w ide r m i l
i ta ry  aspects, bu t also the rea-

o f tu rnove r in  the per- m eetings in  fa c to rie s  where
resolutions are passed a c c la im 
ing  the progress o f the Red A r 
m y  and p ledging new records 
in  p roduction .

B u t the adm issions as w e ll as 
the even m ore e loquent re ti-  

M eanw hile , in  1938 and cences o f the o ff ic ia l press be-

w ide open as an e n try  through 
w h ich  A m ericans  can c a rry  a ll 
fo rm s o f supplies bound fo r  the 
A llies . L e t i t  be rem em bered 
th a t Canada is a t w a r a lready !

(4) The “ D ec la ra tion  of Pan
a m a ”  estab lish ing  a zone a r 
ound the two A m erican  conti 
nents, in  some places extending 
600 m iles  out to sea.

T h is  w il l  p ro tec t the B ritis h  
and F rench  m erchan t m arine  
as w e ll as p ro tec t co lon ia l pos
sessions of the A llie s  w ith in  the 
Caribbean area, in  a c tu a lity , 
however, extend ing  US im p e r
ia lis t hegemony over L a tin  A m 
erica.

C O M M IT TE D  TO
A L L IE D  CAUSE i

(5) In  add ition , .there are a 
series of “ m in o r"  fac ts , a ll of 
w h ich  taken together fu r th e r 
ra ise  the sum  to ta l of co m m it
m ent to the A nglo-French im 
p e ria l cause: (a) governm ent 
censorship of in fo rm a tio n  on 
ship cargoes and sa ilings ; (b) 
the d rive  aga inst G erm an-N azi 
agents, w h ile  B r it is h  propagan
dists are untouched; (c) the ac-

The m ovie — here a ll we 
have to do is l is t some o f the 
c u rre n t H ollyw ood productions 
( “ Nurse E d ith  C a ve ll,”  “ Con
fessions o f a Nazi S py,”  “ F ou r 
F ea the rs ,”  ‘Beau G este.”  “ U- 
B o a t,”  e tc .).

The rad io— news broadcasts 
are h e a v ily  ta in te d ; speakers 
(w hether o f “ iso la tio n is t”  lean
ings or not) are a ll fo r  the A l
lied im p e ria lis ts ; rad io  plays 
and sketches; p a tr io tic  ja m  
sessions, etc.— a ll a like  shout j 
fo r w ar.

Add the sum  to ta l o f a ll these • 
th ings and you have spelled the

Exclusive!
The Labor Bookshop has re 
cently rece ived a box fu l of 
ra re  books and pam phlets 
w ritte n  by Len in , T ro tsky  
and o ther labor w rite rs . 
Those who w rite  o r v is it  us 
im m ed ia te ly  w il l  receive 
f ir s t  bhoice. W rite  now anil 
te ll us of your needs. T H E  
LA BO R  BOOKSHOP, 1,16 
U n ive rs ity  P I., N .Y .C ., w il l  
f i l l  a ll o rders p rom p tly .

1939 we have w itnessed a con
s iderab le  increase o f labor 
tu rn o ve r in  a num ber o f the 
m ost im p e rta n t branches o f in 
dustry , especia lly  in  coal m in 
ing , iro n  ore p roduction , heavy 
m e ta llu rg y , etc. F u rth e rm o re , 
th is  tu rn o ve r has been one of 
the v ita l reasons fo r  the fa ilu re  
o l these branches o f in d u s try  to 
fu l f i l l  the p lans. The labo r tu rn 
over is due p r im a r i ly  to short
com ings in  the o rgan iza tion  of 
labor and of wages, la ck  o f a t
ten tion  to new w o rke rs , lag  in  
lig h t m echanization and so on .”  
(P ravda , Septem ber 14.)

In  the recen t weeks the press

speak a s itua tion  th a t is d ia 
m e tr ic a lly  opposite to the one 
S ta lin  seeks to depict. In  our 
op in ion i t  is  by no means ex
cluded th a t s tr ikes  are once ag
a in  ta k in g  place in  fac to ries . 
The la s t tim e  there  were 
s tr ike s  was e a rly  in  January , 
im e d ia te ly  a fte r the passage of 
the D racon ic  la b o r law s, the 
p rim a ry , in te n t o f w h ich  was 
p rec ise ly  to  h a lt  the ia b o r tu rn 
over. In  Janua ry , too P ravda  
ceased fo r  a few  days to  pub
lish  the key data fo r  p roduc
tion . S ta lin ’s la te s t “ v ic to rie s ”  
are p rov ing  to be the m ost d is 
astrous fo r  his reg im e.

West Coast Sailors 
Chalk Up New Victory

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
was a c le a r case o f g iv in g  the 
shipowners the advantage. The 
shipowners w anted to negotiate 
in  m id -w in te r when sh ipp ing  is 
a t its  low est po in t. A lso the 
shipowners recognize the boot
lic k in g  po licy  o f B ridges and 
hoped to m ake the S .U .P . de
pendent upon the phoney Com 
m u n is t p a rty  line.

B y  ho ld ing  out and p repa ring  
to s tr ik e  the Coast i f  necessary 
the S.U .P. com p le te ly  reversed

streets of W ashington. S ta tion
ed before the D epartm ent of 
A g ric u ltu re  B u ild in g  is a three 
inch a n ti-a irc ra ft gun flanked  
by tw o huge search ligh ts  w h ich  
rake the skies a t n ig h t in  
search o f “ enem y in va d e rs .”

I t  is  no m ere  accident th a t 
th is  fancy  re c ru it in g  cam paign 
comes a t a tim e  when the Sen
ate is engaged in  im p o rta n t de
bate on the A rm s  E m bargo . 
The re c ru it in g  cam paign and 
the an ti - a irc ra f t  dem onstra
tion , as i f  by design, m ig h t re 
m ind  re c a lc itra n t Senators of 
th e ir p a tr io tis m  in  the face of 
the “ European danger.”  I t  is 
the same p a rt o f th a t scheme in 
w hich the eagle eyes o f thq 
P res ident “ s ig h t Subm arines 
o ff the Coast o f M ia m i.”
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(Continued fro m  Page 1)
un ited fro n t aga inst R ussia, and 
the asp ira tion  o f a ll the band it 
em pires to reduce the Soviet 
U nion to a colony d iv ided  
am ong them selves, rem a ins to 
be seen.

B a lt ic  Moves
M eanw hile , the S ta lin is t re 

g im e is con tinu ing  its  course of 
expansion and consolidation of 
position in  and around the B a l
t ic  sea and lands. A fte r hav ing  
im posed “ m u tua l assistance”  
pacts upon E ston ia , L ith u a n ia  
and L a tv ia , i t  is  noyr p repa ring  
to proceed fu l l  steam  ahead 
aga inst F in la n d . I t  is s t i l l  too 
e a rly  to say w hether o r no t the 
F inn ish  bourgeoisie w il l  c a rry  
ou t its  dec la ra tion  th a t i t  w il l  
not "s u rre n d e r its  so ve re ign ty ”  
w ith o u t an a rm ed strugg le . In  
any case, its  "independence”  
and “ so ve re ign ty ”  have been 
p re tty  m y th ic a l since 1917-1918,

the sh ipow ner-S ta lin is t s tra te 
gy. B y  dem anding e ithe r a set
tle m e n t o r a s tr ik e  w ith in  sev
en days the S.U .P. p u t the buck 
square ly  on the shoulders o f the 
bosses and th e ir stooges. As a 
re su lt i t  won a wage increase 
and a s lid in g  scale o f wages, 
th rough  o ve rtim e  w o rk in g  ru les 

M ilita n c y  the Key
The S.U .P. proved again  th a t 

m ili ta n t action  can fo rce  the 
bosses in to  line. I t  proved th a t 
the 60-day extension was a 
fa rce—a phoney dem and. F u r
the r, the 60-day extension s ign
ed by the S ta lin is ts  m e re ly  
serves to dem ora lize the ranks 
of the Longshorem en and other 
m a r it im e  unions. The m em ber
ship o f these unions can now 
see the s itua tion  c le a rly . The 
whole a tte m p t o f the S ta lin is ts  
and shipowners to dum p the 
Sailors U nion o f the P a c ific  
proved to be a boom erang.

The S.U .P. nego tia ting  com 
m ittee  reported  progress on the 
Steamschooner agreem ent, and 
expects negotiations w il l  be 
com pleted th is  week. M a in  
questions—wages, f la t  ra te  fo r  
hand ling  cargo and the s ix-hour 
day—are ye t to be discussed. 
The s tr ik e  vote on these nego ti
ations is s t i l l  he ld in  abeyance.

op p o rtu n ity  fo r in te rve n in g  a 
l it t le  m ore deeply in  the E uro - 

'pean co n flic t, has made one of 
, h is cus tom ary  h y p o c ritic a l ap
peals fo r “ ju s tic e ”  in  the fo rm  
o f a dec la ra tion  to the Moscow 
governm ent on beha lf o f F in 
land. Am bassador S te inha rd t 
appa ren tly  conveyed the Roose
v e lt v ie w  on F in la n d  to  the  So
v ie t governm ent in  h is  in te r- 

when i t  separated fro m  R ussia, v iew  w ith  M olotov, 
and became a m ere sa te llite  o f j so fa r  as is known, Roosevelt 
one o r another of the b ig  im-1 has no t protested aga inst the 
p e r ia lis t powers. The a lte rna - con tinu ing  suppression o f P uer- 
tive  fo r  the F iim ish  bourgeoisie to R ican  independence and sov- 
is now  to continue its  func tion  e re ign ty  w h ich  is being ca rr ie d  
of o ld, o r to come under the o u t by  h is own gove rnm en t and 
none-too-gentle heel o f the Stal- its  a rm ed forces. T h a t (and si-
in is t bureaucracy.

Roosevelt, ready to seize any
m ila r  th ings) is e v id e n tly  a 
horse o f a d iffe re n t color.
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 
workers' control.

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program.

4. T h irty -th irty !' $30-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly m axim um  for all workers on 
all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
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Poor Little Finland
The patriots do not miss a single trick in their 

campaign to whip up the war fever among the 
masses. One clay it is poor little Poland whose . 
independence and democratic regime ought to 
be saved by a world war. Another day it is poor 
little Latvia or Lithuania, with their no less no
toriously democratic regimes that ought to be 
rescued by imperialism. This week it is poor 
(but honest) little Finland over which the patri
otic scribblers are spilling their ink.

Our views on Stalin’s course in the World 
W ar have been stated often in these columns. It  
is reactionary through and through. The pre
texts for the subjugation of Finland are just as 
foul and fraudulent and hypocritical as they 
were in the case of Poland.

But no less foul, fraudulent and hypocritical 
are the tears and lamentations of the patriots. 
To hear and read them, you would think that 
Finland is just a quiet little mouse that wants 
nothing better than to live and let live. That the 
people of the country enjoy as close to a para
dise as sinful humanity can ever hope to attain. 
That the government is composed of such nice 
people, as democratic as the dickens, and very 
meticulous about paying their debts.

Therefore, long live Finland’s brave little ar
my, and its heroic Field Marshal, Baron Karl 

Gustav Emil Mannerheim!
6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.
10. An independent Labor Party .
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.
12. Fu ll social, political and economic equality 

for the Negro people.

A  Matter of Taste
“The war of the Soviet Union against fas

cism will be the most just and most legitimate 
of all wars that humanity has known. It  will be 
a war for the liberation of the oppressed nations 
reduced to slavery. I t  will be for the defense of 
the international proletariat and the culture of 
the whole of progressive humanity against fas
cist barbarism.”

In these resounding words did Pravda, Stal
in’s organ, express itself a few weeks ago, Aug
ust 14, 1939.

By October 9, however, Izvestia, the Stalin 
government organ, could declare:

“One may respect or hate Hitlerism, just as 
any other system of political views. This is a 
matter of taste. But to undertake war for ‘an
nihilation of Hitlerism’ means to commit crim
inal folly in politics.”

W hat is Stalin’s taste in this matter? Not to 
make war on Hitlerism, that is clear enough. 
But to make war on behalf of Hitlerism? I f  we 
are to believe the plain meaning of words, Stal
in is prepared now, not merely to solidarize him
self with Hitler on “peace terms”, as he did in 
the Izvestia editorial quoted above, but to back 
Hitler in the prosecution of the war.

So we are informed, if we understand Eng
lish, by M r. Harry Gannes, foreign editor of 
Stalin’s American organ, the Daily Worker. In  
the October 10 issue, M r. Gannes says: “ I f  Lon
don álid Paris are counting on their blockade 
and talk of raw material shortage in Germany 
as a means of continuing the imperialist war, the 
Soviet Union will soon remedy that.”

And, along the same line, the Stalinists have 
dropped all references to both imperialist camps 
being “equally guilty.” This radical formulation 
(used for but a few weeks) is now dropped; in 
its place one finds only the Anglo-French camp 
described as “war-mongers.”

This new line— more exactly, this latest un- 
foldment of the pro-Iitiler line, was ushered in 
by the Daily Worker with a tremendous front
page editorial on October 10. That H itler has 
war aims is not even implied. Indeed, the only 
reference to H itler is this sentence: “German 
imperialism, with H itle r at its head, has been 
forced to propose peace.” Peace? Forced? By 
whom? Why? These key questions are not an
swered by Gannes or by Stalin, for the good and 
sufficient reason that they are conniving with 
H itler in his war demagogy.

I f  the Stalinists are silent about H itler’s war 
aims, they are eloquent on the subject of his op
ponents’ war aims, which are the only war aims 
they mention. Here is the characterisation of 
the war in that big Daily W orker editorial: 

“And ‘Whose war is it?’ as Earl Browder 
asks. I t  is an imperialist war, a slaughter for 
conquest and domination of the world, in which 
the Anglo-French imperialists propose to kill off 
millions' of people to achieve the aims of Cham
berlain, Churchill, Daladier and Bonnet.”

H itler’s name used to be the only one men
tioned. Then it led all the rest. Then it was men
tioned equally with Chamberlain et al. Now it 
disappears from the list. The Stalinists have 
completed the transition from the camp of An
glo-French imperialism to the camp of Hitler. 

Just a matter of taste, you see.'

But Finland, after having been granted its 
independence from Russia by a quick stroke of 
Lenin’s pen, has been a hearth of reaction for 
years. How can any informed person forget the 
unspeakable Mannerheim, Finland’s master to
day— or at least its master tomorrow? O f all 
the butchers of the post-war White Terror 
against the working class of Europe, Manner
heim was perhaps the most infamous. A fter the 
Russian revolution, the Finnish workers and 
peasants tried to take power in Finland. They 
had to pay for this crime with the lives of their 
best sons. The Marshal of the White Terror 
was the same Mannerheim who today heads Fin
land’s army. In a country of little more than 
3,000,000 people, he slaughtered 30,000 work
ers— about one out of every hundred in the pop
ulation— slaughtered them like cattle in a pack
ing house.

Who financed .the Finnish counter-revolution, 
who helped to consolidate it? The German 
Kaiser, the Anglo-French imperialists, and the 
United States! The debt which Finland’s ruling 
class has been paying back to the United States 
with such singular regularity, is dyed with the 
blood of the country's martyred thousands.

So again, long live General Baron Karl Man
nerheim and poor little Finland! Long live the 
sacred, progressive, democratic war to save and 
protect Roosevelt’s pal— the Finnish butcher!

Nazi on Voroshilov
The Deutsche Zeitung von Mexico, a Nazi 

organ directed and financed by Goebbels, pub
lished a long article of admiration for “Marshal 
Voroshilov” on Sept. 30, 1939. The author of 
the article is a Nazi diplomat, wljp has also 
worked in the Soviet Union. He says: “ I  myself 
met Voroshilov only a few times at official re
ceptions in the years of my activity in the Soviet 
Union; but I  know many of his friends includ
ing those who were in constant political and 
military contact with him.”

The Nazi diplomat narrates in his article 
some heroic anecdotes about Voroshilov, and 
then reports about the rise of the present M ar
shal after the Russian civil w a r :

“ As e a rly  as 1924, he was sum m oned by S ta lin  
to Moscow as the com m ander o f the Moscow M il i 
ta ry  D is tr ic t. Len in  had died m eanw hile  and S ta l
in  became his successor. One o f his f i r s t  measures 
was to ove rtu rn  T ro tsky  as W ar C om m issar; and 
now i t  was necessary fo r  S ta lin  to create a f i rm  
and re liab le  p rop aga inst T ro ts k y ’s supporters in  
the Moscow ga rrison , and V orosh ilov was the in 
d icated m an. O nly a few  m onths la te r . . .  in  1925, 
V orosh ilov bec'ame Soviet R ussian M in is te r o f W ar 
and Supreme C om m ander of the Red A rm y , a post 
w h ich  he has occupied u n in te rrup te d ly  u n til today, 
and d u ring  th is  period  he proved to be a sincere 
fr ie n d  of S ta lin  and a splendid organ ize r o f the 
Soviet R ussian a rm y .”

But more interesting and important is what 
the Nazis think today about this sincere friend 
of Stalin:

“ The path  th a t V orosh ilov has tro d ^ fro m  shep
herd boy to f i r s t  M a rsha l o f the Soviet Russian 
a rm y  is undoubted ly a m ost exceptiona l one, even 
fo r  Russian conditions. I t  is a course achieved on ly 
by those geniuses who are born on ly  once a cen
tu ry . B u t perhaps the m ili ta ry  ca reer o f K lim  V o r
oshilov is no t the  m ost im p o rta n t one o f h is life . 
M uch m ore e x tra o rd in a ry  is  re a lly  the ideo log ica l 
reve rsa l he w ent th rough. The l i t t le  m echanic of 
Lugansk, one o f the o ldest B o lsheviks . . . who was 
an outspoken opponent o f a ll state o rde r, is now 
one o f the f i r s t  statesm en o f the Soviet U nion, the 
suprem e com m ander o f the a rm y  w h ich  has the 
task no t on ly  o f defending the Soviet Russian fro n 
tie rs  bu t also takes care  o f m a in ta in in g  o rd e r a t 
home. I ts  needle-tem pered sw ord s tr ikes  every 
one who dares to underm ine the state o rder, de
s troys every  one who s t i l l  dares today to  p ropa 
gate re vo lu tio n a ry  ideas o f class s trugg le , o f f r a 
te rn ity  of the peoples and o f w o rld  revo lu tion . And 
in  th is  sense, the life  o f K lim  V orosh ilov is a t the 
same tim e  a m ir ro r  o f the  h is to ry  o f the evo lu tion  
o f the B o lshev ik  p a rty  o f Russia w hich, under the 
leadersh ip  o f S ta lin , developed fro m  a B o lshevik 
p a rty  w ith  w o rld  re vo lu tio n a ry  a im s in to  a na- 
tiona l-R ussian p a r ty .”

Every Worker Opposed to the War, 
Must Take a Position Against Both 
War-Mongering Camps in the ALP

(Continued fro m  Page 1) ! te rna tiona l p o lic y .”
fro m  e ithe r cam p m ust be j I t  is, the re fo re , as dem ocrat- 
ca re fu lly  analysed to squeeze ie - im p e ria lis t pa trio ts , and not 
fro m  i t  its  rea l m eaning. I as w o rk ing  class in te rna tiona l-
LO VESTO N ITES  COME TO j !s ts ’ AL, f  leaders a t'
D E F E N S E  O F R ESO LU TIO N  J taJk s ta lin  a lliance.

*1 3. The same p a tr io tic  stand-
We now have before us the po in t ¡s the m otiv.ation fo r  the 

la tes t “ le ft w in g ”  a tte m p t to reso lu tion ’s support of Roose- 
confuse the issue: the Love- ve i t ’S proposal to l i f t  the em - 
stone ( “ Independent Labo r ^a rgo  in  o rder to a id  Anglo- 
League” ) exp lanation  o f w hy p r ench im p e ria lis m . Th is  is the 
its  m em bers voted fo r  the pro- rea l and ,og ica, m o tiva tion  fo r 
A lly  reso lu tion. L e t us analyse lilt in g . the em bargo. In  o rder, 
the exp lanation , because i t  is however, not to embara-ss1 
a p a rt ic u la r ly  c leve r defense Roosevelt, the A L P  reso lu tion 
o i the A L P  resolution. In  an- SUpp0rts  the Roosevelt propos- 
a lys ing  it ,  we w il l  be enabled a]s j n R oosevelt’s h yp o c ritica l 
a ll the be tte r to see the fu l l  im - te rm s, as a “ n e u tra lity ”  meas- 
p lica tions of the A L P  resolu- ure> a lthough its  assertion of 
I ' on- n e u tra lity  a t th a t po in t is in

'Ih e  heading o f the Lovestone f la g ra n t con trad ic tion  to its  
exp lanation  ( “ W orkers A ge ” , i eng thy  dec la ra tion  in  fa vo r of 
O ctober 14) is : “ A L P  brands the A llies.
S ta lin is ts  as enemies of labor
—denounces CP fo r  backing  C O VER IN G  U P  TH E  
H it le r  p a c t.”  N e ithe r in  the A LP  PO SITIO N
head nor anyw here in  the s to ry  We are now in  a position to
is there a s ingle h in t th a t the con tras t the actua l content of 
A LP  resolution declares fo r  the the A L P  reso lu tion  w ith  the 
Ang lo-French cam p! There is Lovestone descrip tion  o f i t .  The 
no t a s ingle quotation fro m  the Lovestone descrip tion  conceals 
reso lu tion ! ¡the p ro -A lly  m o tiva tion  o f the

On the resolution, a ll th a t the docum ent. The Lovestone de- 
Lovestone s to ry  gives is th is  sc rip tio n  conceals the fa c t th a t i 
ve ry  b r ie f (and untrue) de- the reso lu tion ’s a ttack  on Stal
sc rip tio n :

“ Th is  resolution was an i l 
log ica l com bination  o f two 
unre la ted  m a tte rs  — an en
dorsem ent of the A d m in is tra 
tion  po licy  o f repeal of the 
a rm s em bargo, tho s trong ly  
s tressing the necessity of 
keeping A m erica  ou t o f w a r; 
and a condem nation o f the 
Russo-Germ an pac t and S ta l
in ism  in  A m erica . The d is
cussion was la rg e ly  centered 
around the la tte r  po in t, w h ich  
was obviously upperm ost in  
the hearts and m inds of the 

assembled delegates. . . The 
. . . v iew po in t on the em bar
go was defended by Ju lius  
H ochm an, general m anager 
o f the D ressm akers Join1> 
B oard , A lex  Rose, state sec
re ta ry  o f the A L P  and o ther, 
who, how ever, stressed th a t 
w ith  them  too, keeping A m e r
ica  out o f w a r was upperm ost 
in  th e ir  m inds .”

T H E  R ESO LU TIO N  SPEAKS 
OUT C L E A R L Y  FO R  A L L IE S

Now le t us com pare th is  de
sc rip tion  o f the reso lu tion  w ith  
w ha t the reso lu tion  re a lly  says:

1. The fundam enta l m o tiva 
tion o f the reso lu tion is given 
in these paragraphs:

“ . . . we he rew ith  g ive ex
pression to our v iew s on the 
present co n flic t abroad. . .

“ The g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the 
A m erican  people have looked 
fo rw a rd  to the day when the 
rem a in ing  dem ocracies on the 
European con tinen t w ould 
fin d  the s treng th  to re s is t the 
brazen aggression o f H it le r 
ism . The present w a r in  E u 
rope—the d ire c t re su lt o f the 
N azi invasion o f Poland—has 
f in a lly  b rough t to a decisive 
strugg le  the c o n flic t between 
the European dem ocracies 
and the H it le r  reg im e. In  th is  
s trugg le  the fa te  of Europe 
hangs in the balance. A v ic 
to ry  fo r  H it le r is m  w il l  inev
ita b ly  mean fu r th e r te r r i to r i
a l aggression, the spread of 
in to le rance, the ru th less sup
pression o f c iv il  lib e rtie s  and 
personal freedom  and pe r
haps the f in a l destruction  of 
c iv ilize d  life —as we know i t  
—on the European continent.

“ The A m erican  La b o r p a r
ty  has consisten tly  and em 
p h a tica lly  opposed d ic ta to r
ship everyw here, in  any fo rm  
— both fro m  the r ig h t and the 
le ft. . .”
In  another parag raph  the 

reso lu tion says:
“ The g rea t m a jo r ity  o f the 

A m erican  people have 
watched the developm ents o f 
the la s t few  weeks in  Europe 
w tih  deep sym pa thy  fo r  the 
cause o f the W estern dem oc
racies th a t are fig h tin g  fo r  
the p reserva tion  o f those 
dem ocra tic  values and lib e r
ties w h ich  we in  th is  coun try  
treasure  so d e a rly .”
Such is the p o lit ic a l position 

on the w a r la id  down im  the 
A L P  reso lu tion  o f O ctober 4: 
unequivoca l a lignm en t on the 
side o f the Ang lo-French im p e r
ia lis ts .

2. I t  is  fro m  th is  p ro -A lly  
standpo in t th a t the reso lu tion  
condemns the  S ta lin is ts  and the 
S ta lin  a lliance  w ith  H it le r . I t
says:

“ They (the S ta lin is ts ) know 
th a t the dem ocra tic  in s titu 
tions in  a ll the dem ocracies 
o f Europe, as w e ll as the fa te  
o f m illio n s  o f w orkers  are a t 
stake. T h e ir ca llous d isregard  
o f th is  fa c t stam ps them  as 
an ti-dem ocra tic , an ti-hum an
ita r ia n , an ti-labo r, and the 
b lin d  servants o f Russian in-

in  flow s so le ly  fro m  th is  dem o
c ra tic  - im p e r ia lis t standpoin t. 
The Lovestone descrip tion  re 
peats a t face value the hypo
c r it ic a l a lib i o f the A L P  bureau
cra ts  tha t, though supporting  
the lif t in g  of the em bargo, they 
“ stressed th a t w ith  them  too, 
keeping A m e rica  ou t o f w a r 
was upperm ost in  th e ir  m inds .”  
In  a ll these ways the Lovestone 
descrip tion  is a de libera te  fa l
s ifica tio n , designed to cover up 
the w ar-m ongering  A L P  bu
reaucra ts.

The Lovestoneites voted fo r  
th a t w a r-m ongering  reso lu tion. 
The on ly  exp lanation  they o ffe r 
fo r th e ir vote is th is  sentence: 
“ Since i t  proved im possib le  to 
d iv ide  the réso lu tion, i t  was 
voted on as a wnole and c a r
ried  605 to 94, the la tte r  fig u re  
in d ica tin g  the s treng th  m uste r
ed by the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir 
sym pa th ize rs .”

T h a t exp lana tion  is  as sp u ri
ous as the Lovestone descrip 
tion  of the resolution.

A t the O ctober 4 c ity  con fe r
ence o f the A L P , to w h ich  the 
sentence re fe rs , NO BO DY de
m anded a vote to d iv ide  the 
reso lu tion. N e ithe r the Love
stoneites nor the N orm an 
Thom as Socia lists a ttem pted  to 
em ploy the m any p a rlia m e n ta 
ry  methods ava ilab le—d iv is ion  
of the reso lu tion, separa tion  of 
the questions, am endm ent, sub
s titu te  m otion, etc. etc.—to sep
a ra te  the p ro -A lly  and pro- 
Roosevelt sections fro m  th a t 
dea ling  w ith  the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact. So m uch fo r  the question 
o i fac t.

F a r  m ore im p o rta n t, howev
e r, is the question w hether “ to 
d iv ide  the reso lu tion ”  would 
have made any d iffe rence. I f  
i t  could have been d iv ided , the 
Lovestoneites a re  saying, then 
a p ro le ta ria n  in te rn a tio n a lis t 
w ould have been flaw less ly  co r
re c t in  vo ting  fo r  the sections 
dealing w ith  the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact.

A bso lu te ly  fa lse ! The p ro le ta 
ria n  in te rn a tio n a lis t c r it ic is m  
of the S ta lin  reg im e has no th 
ing  whatsoever in  com m on w ith  
the an ti-S ta lin  a ttacks o f im per-

ia lis t pa trio ts . Is n ’t  i t  obvious? 
Coughlin a ttacks the S ta lin is ts , 
bu t we don’t  vote fo r  his a t
tacks. The Pope denounces the 
S ta lin is ts , bu t no M a rx is t can 
associate h im se lf w ith  those de
nunciations, no r w ith  those of 
H earst. N e ithe r can a M a rx is t 
associate h im se lf w ith  the a t
tacks on the P a c t o f any agent 
of im p e ria lis m , even i f  th a t im 
p e ria lis t agent is an A L P  b u r
eaucrat.
F A R  FRO M  B E IN G  A 
M A R X IS T  C R IT IC IS M

How, we ask, can anyone who 
ca lls  h im se lf a M a rx is t, in te r
na tiona lis t, re vo lu tion is t, vote 
fo r the dem ocra tic  - im p e ria lis t 
denuncia tion of S ta lin ism  con
ta ined in the A LP  resolution? 
W hat is the c rim e  o f S ta lin  and 
the C om m unist pa rties , accord
ing  to those sections o f the res
o lu tion  (we have a lready  quot
ed the re levan t pa rts  above)? 
The c rim e  adduced is th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  have a “ callous d is
re g a rd ”  fo r  the fa te  o f the An- 
g io -F rench cam p. To vote fo r 
these sections of the resolution 
could on ly mean, lo g ica lly , the 
opposite o f the S ta lin is t “ ca l
lous d is re g a rd ”  — nam ely , to 
express a w a rm  regard  fo r  the 
fa te  o f the Ang lo-F rench cam p. 
I t  means to be a pa rtisa n  o f 
the Ang lo-French cam p. T h a t’s 
w ha t the w rite rs  o f the reso lu
tion  m eant i t  to be! No M a rx is t 
could vote fo r  tha t. B u t the 
Lovestoneites d id. And the 
Thom asites did.

The condem nation of the P ac t 
fo r  w h ich  a M a rx is t w ould vote 
w ould be one w hich no Anton i- 
n i. Rose, H ochm an, o r o ther 
A LP  bu reaucra t could vote fo r. 
F o r th a t c r it ic is m  w ould s tig 
m atize  as the ro o t cause o f a ll 
the o ther c rim es  o f S ta lin ism  
the S ta lin is t abandonm ent o f in 
te rna tiona l revo lu tion—and the 
A L P  bureaucra ts stand w ith  
S ta lin  on th is  basic suestion. As 
fo i the c rim es w h ich  flow ed 
fro m  S ta lin ’s a n ti-re vo lu tio n a ry  
po licy  and the consequent con
vers ion  o f the C om m unist p a r
ties in to  agents o f h is reac tion 
a ry  fo re ign  po licy , so m any of 
these c rim es were h e a rt ily  ap
proved by these A L P  burea'u- 
c ra ts ! The F ranco-S ovie t pac t 
and the consequent subord ina
tio n  o f the F rench  w o rk ing  
class to th e ir  bosses v ia  the 
P opu la r F ro n t, in  the m id s t of 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  s tr ikes  of 
June, 1936; the S ta lin is t-S oc ia l
is t votes fo r  the F rench  m i l i 
ta ry  budgets and the m ili ta ry  
loan to P oland: the c rush ing  of 
the Spanish revo lu tion  in  fa vo r 
of bourgeois dem ocracy (w hich 
m eant in  re a lity  in  fa v o r of 
F ra n c o ); the subord ina tion  of 
the A m erican  trade  unions to 
Roosevelt —  none o f th is  could 
be le f t  ou t in  cha ra c te riz in g  
S ta lin ism , and none o f th is  
could the A L P  bureaucra ts 
vote fo r , since they and th e ir  
European bro thers were w ith  
S ta lin  in  a ll these crim es.

U nder no c ircum stances, we 
conclude, could in te rn a tio n a l
ists and dem ocra tic  - im p e ria l
ists vote fo r  a com m on denun
c ia tion  o f the w a r position of 
S ta lin ism . In  th a t ve ry  phrase, 
“ to d iv ide  the reso lu tion ,”  the 
Lovestoneites revea l th e ir com 
plete in a b il ity  (o r u n w illin g  
ness) to understand the d if fe r 
ence between p ro le ta r ia n  and 
bourgeois c r it ic is m  o f S ta lin .

CIO Convention Yields to 
Pressure of War Dealers

Read The 
New International

The U n ited  States D epa rt
m en t o f Labo r headed by M ad
ame P erk ins  also cam e in  fo r 
its  share o f c r it ic is m  because 
of its  a ttitude  tow ards the labo r 
m ovem ent.

Considerable s ign ificance can 
also be attached to the fa c t th a t 
H a rry  B ridges, S ta lin is t d ire c t
or o f the West Coast C IO, was 
chosen by the CIO executive 
board to a c t as cha irm an  and 
in troduce Lew is when he made 
his m a in  re p o rt to  the conven
tion . I t  was a sym bo l o f the 
continued a lliance  between the 
Lew is  bu reaucracy and the 
S ta lin is ts .

Thus fa r  Lew is  has been suc
cessful in  pa tch ing  up the d if 
ferences w ith in  the C IO  and 
p u ttin g  up a so lid  fro n t fo r  the 
en tire  in d u s tr ia l union m ove
m ent.

B u t th is  one fa c t stands out, 
Lew is  has a lready  cap itu la ted  
before the pressure o f the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  and is  
going to support A m e rica  in  an 
im p e r ia lis t w a r. In  th is  he jo ins 
the A F L  bureaucracy.

C ontrad ic tion
There can be no question th a t 

the m a jo r ity  o f the delegates 
a t the CIO convention—as w e ll

as a t the A F L  convention— are 
opposed to w a r. They thought 
they w ere vo ting  fo r resolutions 
w h ich  w ould help keep A m e ri
can w orkers  fro m  being d rag 
ged in to  w a r. The b lu n t tru th  
is th a t the Roosevelt po lic ies 
w h ich  the conventions endorsed 
mean an acce lera tion  of the 
d rive  tow ards w a r, as the  vSo- 
c ia lis t Appeal has often ex 
p la ined.

In  the b itte r  speeches aga inst 
the va rious Roosevelt govern
m en t agencies, the CIO leaders 
have proved th a t the New D eal 
has been tu rned  in to  the W ar 
D eal, and labor is g e tting  the 
sho rt end o f the deal. T h is  is 
the m eaning o f the a ttacks on 
the N L R B , the labo r d e pa rt
m en t and the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f 
the wages and hour law .

The va c illa tio n  o f the CIO 
leaders on a p ro g ra m  fo r  the 
convention is exp la ined by th is  
con trad ic tion . H ow ever, in  the 
fin a l ana lysis, the bureaucra ts 
chose the road o f ca p itu la tion  
instead o f s trugg le  aga inst the 
Roosevelt an ti-labo r d rive .

Let the People 
Vote on War!

By Max Shachtman
Ih e  Lovestoneites and Thom asites, who so pa in 

s ta k in g ly  restra ined  th e ir  opposition to w a r when 
A lex  Rose and L u ig i A n ton in i, w ith  th e ir  support, 
ram m ed  the p ro -w ar reso lu tion  down the th ro a t of 
the A LP , are b rave ly  g iv in g  th e ir opposition free  
p lay  in  a concerted a tta ck  upon us.

They, you see, re a lly  oppose the* e n try  o f the 
U nited States in to  the w a r and they believe th a t 
th e ir ob jective  can be accom plished i f  they can 
fin d  enough men and women o f good w il l  to asso
c ia te  w ith  them . On the o ther hand, we, benighted 
T ro tsky is ts , are p a ra lyz ing  the s trugg le  against 
w ar because we say th a t A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  
in  the W orld  W ar is inev itab le .

Leon T ro ts k y ’s hate of S ta lin  ra th e r than  any 
logic makes h im  ins is t th a t the U n ited  States m ust 
ge t in to  th is  w a r. In e v ita b ility  is born o f his p e r
sonal des iie . T h a t k ind  o f ’ in e v ita b il ity ’ is p a ra 
lyzing, to any socia l de te rm ina tion  o f d e s tin y ." 
Thus N orm an Thom as in the C a ll ( fo rm e r ly  the 
S ocia lis t C a ll).

In  his co lum n in  the Lovestoneite W orkers Age, 
B e rtra m  D. W olfe takes up the c ry  aga inst us. He 
reproaches “ the T ro tsky ite s  fo r  the pseudo-M arx- 
is t theory  o f ‘in e v ita b il ity ’ and fa ta lis m . We as
sumed we w ere dea ling  w ith  s incere opponents of 
ou i en tiance  into w a r and we lim ite d  oqrselves 
to w a rn ing  th a t the doctrine  o f ‘ inev itba le  in vo lve 
m e n t’ was th e o re tica lly  fa lse, re fu ted  by .h is to ry : 
th a t invo lvem en t o r non-invo lvem ent w ould depend 
upon a liv in g  strugg le  w h ich  would be para lyzed 
by the w ide acceptance o f the fa ta lis tic  doctrine  
o f in e v ita b il ity .”

Exposing a Fraud
A lthough th ings look p re tty  b lack fo r  us, we shall 

nevertheless t r y  to exp la in  our position on the 
question—our re a l position, o f course. I t  w il l  then 
be easy to understand w ha t a de libe ra te  fra u d  is 
being p ractised  by M essrs. Thom as and W olfe.

L e t us consider Thom as and his S .F. f irs t .  He 
doesn’t  believe A m e rica  is bound to- en te r the 
w a r; i t  is no t in e v ita b le ; i t  m us t be stopped; i t  
can be stopped. Good. B u t i f  th a t is  the case, w hy 
does T ra ve rs  C lem ent, N a tiona l S ecre ta ry  o f 
Thom as’ S oc ia lis t P a rty , send ou t a N a tiona l O f
fice  B u lle tin  over h is  s igna tu re , dated O ctober 1 
1939, and addressed “ To A ll S tate, Loca l and 
B ranch  S ecre ta ries”  w h ich  contains the fo llow ing  
“ p a ra ly z in g ”  and “ pe ss im is tic ”  p a ra g ra p h :’

“ In  a few  m onths, despite our e ffo rts  and those 
o f a ll an ti-w a r forces. We m ust rea lize  th a t the 
U n ited  States m ay be plunged in to  th is  w a r. I f  
th a t day comes, we sha ll be hounded as never be
fo re  in  ou r h is to ry .”

When N orm an  Thom as doesn’t  le t his r ig h t hand 
know w ha t h is le ft  hand is doing, is n ’t  th a t ju s t a 
l i t t le  b it  o f d u p lic ity?

The case o f W olfe is even m ore dep lorab le , i f  
on ly  because he knows be tte r than  Thom as. He 
never believed i t ,  in  h is  o ld ’ S ta lin is t days, when 
he bracketed T ro tsky  w ith  the bourgeoisie and the 
coun te r-revo lu tion . He doesn’t  believe i t  now, when 
he brackets us in  h is  co lum n w ith  Roosevelt and 
B row der.

W olfe knows p e rfe c tly  w e ll—he ta ugh t i t  long 
enough—th a t so long as c a p ita lis t im p e ria lism  
lives, w a r is ju s t as inev itab le  as crises and other 
m an ifes ta tions o f the inhe ren t con trad ic tions  of 
m odern  class socie ty. He knows also th a t in  the 
present W orld  W ar, the in e v ita b il ity  o f in vo lve 
m ent applies to a fa r  g rea te r num ber o f countries 
than were a ffected  in  the la s t w a r. (A  glance at 
the newspaper accounts o f developm ents in  the 
Scandinavian countries and F in la n d  w il l  help i llu s 
tra te  th is  po in t.)

Does th is  m ean th a t the U n ited  States is- bound 
to en te r th is  w a r and enter i t  now? The question 
is concrete and spec ific  and W olfe knows the an
sw er to i t  as w e ll as we do. And he knows also 
th a t when a M a rx is t declares th a t A m e ric a ’s en
t r y  in to  the Second W orld  W ar is  inev itba le , he 
m eans:

So long as the Roosevelt p ro -w ar reg im e , authen
tic  representa tive  o f A m erican  im p e ria lis m  and 
its  in te rests , is in  pow er in  the coun try , p a rt ic ip a 
tion  in  the w a r is  inev itab le . In  po in t o f fa c t, the 
U n ited  States a lready  has a t least one leg in  the 
w a r. W hat else does R oosevelt’s dec la ra tion  on 
the defense o f Canada mean? W hat else is the 
m eaning o f the Panam a D ec la ra tion  b rough t home 
by Sum ner Welles?

Truth Must Be Known
Do pess im is tic  conclusions fo llo w  fro m  this? 

Does th is  m ean pa ra lyz in g  the s trugg le  against 
w ar? N ot a t a ll. In  genera l, the w orke rs  cannot 
c a rry  on any e ffec tive  s trugg le  w ithou t know ing 
the tru th . A t bo ttom , Thom as and W olfe are re a lly  
saying  th a t the w orke rs  w il l  oppose w a r m ore 
s trong ly  i f  they are kidded about the re a litie s  of 
the s itua tion . The tru th , the re a lit ie s , are  th a t un
der a c a p ita lis t governm ent in  th is  coun try , the 
entrance o f the U n ited  States in to  the w a r is dead 
ce rta in . Conclusion? D riv e  the  p resent governm ent 
ou t o f pow er and p u t in  its  place a genuine gov
e rnm en t of peace. And th a t can on ly  mean a w o rk 
e rs ’ governm ent. W hoever te lls  the w o rke rs  less 
than th is  is a t best a m ise rab le  p a c ifis t phrase
m onger who is doing h is own b it  tow ards d ragg ing  
the w orkers  in to  w a r by d is tra c tin g  th e m  w ith  uto
pias and d rugg ing  them  w ith  illus ions. W hoever 
te lls  them  less than  th is  is- fa il in g  to la y  the basis 
today fo r  the on ly  serious s trugg le  th a t can be 
conducted aga inst the w a r a fte r i t  has broken out. 

* * *

A Correction
O ur a tten tion  has been ca lled to the need o f c o r

rec ting  a w rong  im pression  created in  la s t w eek’s 
issue. We d id  no t m ean to im p ly  th a t a ll the 
signers o f the  “ open le tte r ”  to the  League o f A m e r
ican  W rite rs  were m em bers o f the League fo r  C u l
tu ra l F reedom . Some o f them , like  Jam es T . F a r 
re ll,  P h ilip  R ahv, W illia m  P h illip s  and a few  
others, are not. N o r d id  we m ean to  im p ly , as 
some readers seem to have concluded, th a t we 
were ig n o ra n t o f the position on the  w a r question 
taken by th is  o r th a t in d iv id u a l. We w ere and are 
in te rested  in  the position on the w a r question o f 
the League fo r  C u ltu ra l F reedom  as an organ iza
tion , fo r  the s ignatories to the open le tte r include 
a ll the recogniz.ed spokesmen o f the  League. They 
dem and a fo rm a l s ta tem en t fro m  the League of 
A m erican  W rite rs . And we demanded the  same 
k in d  o f s ta tem en t fro m  the  Hook C om m ittee . Thus 
fa r , o f course, w ith  no resu lts  b u t the continued 
silence o f the  past.


