
A  Vote fo r  Shachtman and Paine a Vote A ga inst W ar!

The U. S. S. R.
In  the W ar

LE T  THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON WAR

By Leon T ro tsky
[The fo llow ing  is a section of a long a rt ic le  by 

Com rade T ro tsky  on the “ U.S.S.R. in  W a r.”  The 
a rt ic le  in  fu l l  w il l  be published in  the N ovem ber 
num ber of the New In te rn a tio n a l. The conclusions 
of C om rade T ro tsky  have been endorsed by the 
plenum  o f the N a tiona l C om m ittee and his a rtic le  
is published as an e luc ida tion  and eva luation  of 

the new events on the basis of the fundam enta l 
position of the p a rty .]
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On the Question of Occupied Territories
As I am writing these lines the question of the territories 

occupied by the Red Arm y still remains obscure. The 
cable dispatches contradict each other, since both sides lie a 
great deal; but the actual relationships on the scene are no 
doubt still extremely unsettled. Most o f the occupied ter­
ritories w ill doubtlessly become part of the USSR. In what 
form ?

I^et us for a moment conceive that in accordance with 
the treaty with H itler, the Moscow government leaves un­
touched the rights o f private property in the occupied areas 
and limits itself to “ control”  after the Fascist pattern. Such 
a concession would have a deep-going principled character 
and might become a starting point for a new chapter in the 
history o f the Soviet regime; and consequently a starting 
point for a new appraisal on our part o f the nature of the 
Soviet state.

I t  is more likely, however, that in the territories sched­
uled to become a part o f the USSR, the Moscow govern­
ment w ill carry through the expropriation of the large land 
owners and statification o f the means of production. This 
variant is most probable not because the bureaucracy re­
mains true to the socialist program but because it is neither 
desirous nor capable o f sharing the power, and the priv-- 
ileges the latter entails, with the old ruling classes in the 
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E ve r since the consum m ation 
of the S ta lin -H itle r pact, the re ­
m a in ing  C om m unist P a rties  
have been th resh ing  about like  
headless snakes. Even in  the 
agony o f th e ir  passing, howev­
e r, they continue to serve not 
the in te rests of the w orke rs  of 
the w o rld  but the v ile s t ends of 
c a p ita lis t reaction.

M ore, a lm ost, than  any other 
single fa c to r in  the h is to ry  of 
the past 15 years, S ta lin ’s Com­
in te rn  has been responsible fo r  
the d iso rien ta tion  and d ispers­
a l o f the forces th a t could have 
trans fo rm ed  the w o rld  in to  a 
w o rke rs ’ com onw ealth instead 
of the fo u l cha rne l house th a t i t  
has become.

S ta lin ’s p a c t w ith  H it le r , the 
brazen ra p a c ity  of the Polish 
invasion , the cyn ica l yok ing  of 
the B a lt ic  states to the K re m ­
l in ’s cha rio t, a re  on ly the m ost- 
recen tly  forged lin ks  in  the 
cha in  th a t S ta lin  has been fash­
ion ing  fo r  years and w ith  w h ich  
he has shackled and to rtu re d  
the in te rna tiona l revo lu tiona ry  
m ovem ent.

W hat a contem ptib le  f ig u re  is 
cu t by the S ta lin is t bu reaucra t 
o r so-called in te lle c tua l fe llow - 
tra v e le r who accepted w ithou t 
b lin k in g  the s tra n g lin g  of the 
revo lu tion  in  China, G erm any, 
A u s tria , F rance , and Spain — 
who supported w ithou t flin ch in g  
the m urderous purge and the 
w itc h c ra ft tr ia ls  of the o ld B o l­
sheviks—and now finds h im se lf 
suddenly “ be trayed ”  by the 
pac t w ith  H it le r !

The break-up of S ta lin ’s p a r­
ties in  va rious countries has fo r 
a t least s ix  years been one of 
the p rim e  requ is ites fo r  the fu r ­
the r successful developm ent of 
a genuine revo lu tiona ry  m ove­
m ent in  the w o rk in g  class. Had 
th a t break-up come under the

Test Case Taken 
To Supreme Court

W ASHING TO N, D.C. — A 
test case based on a W orces­
te r, Mass, a n ti- lit te r in g  o rd i­
nance w h ich  has been used 
to p reven t unionists fro m  d is­
tr ib u t in g  organ iz ing  lea fle ts  
is being heard before the US 
Supreme Court.

The case grew  out of the 
a rre s t of P auline Thom pson 
and E lm ira  N ichols, W orces­
te r unionists, fo r  passing out 
lea fle ts  issued by the W or­
cester In d u s tr ia l U n i o n  
Council. C I O ,  p ro testing  
wage cuts and dem anding 
m ore adequate re lie f s tand­
ards.

The case w ent th rough  the 
Massachusetts courts, in c lu ­
d ing the Massachusetts Su­
prem e Ju d ic ia l C ourt w hich 
ru led  aga inst the tw o women 
defendants.

re lentless pressure of fresh  re v ­
o lu tiona ry  forces, these parties  
w ould  have been swept under 
foo t by the fo rw a rd  m a rch ing  
legions of w o rke rs  everyw here 
in  open strugg le  fo r the ove r­
th ro w  o f ca p ita lism .

B u t thanks la rg e ly  to the S ta l­
in is ts  them selves, the w orkers 
were abandoned in  one coun try  
a fte r another to the ta lons of 
F asc is t reaction  and f in a lly  to 
the carnage o f a new w orld  
w ar. S ta lin  bent the In te rn a ­
tiona l of Len in  in to  a p liab le  
tool w hich he used w ithou t 
scrup le  no t to serve the in te r­
na tiona l in te rests o f the w o rk ­
ers b u t the na tiona l in te rests of 
his own ru lin g  c lique. N ow  he 
has cast i t  aside to lean fo r 
aw hile  on the s trohger a rm  of 
H it le r . The C om m unist P a rties , 
s p lit , d iscred ited , hated, and 
deserted by the masses e ve ry ­
where, are fa ll in g  easy p rey  to 
w a rtim e  police reaction  d ire c t­
ed by the bosses they served so 
w e ll.

In  F rance  the m ost pow erfu l 
section o f the C om in tern  was 
crushed in to  the dust. There 
was no one to defend it ,  no one 
even to ra ise his voice in  p ro ­
test. The p a rty  th a t a l it t le  
m ore than a b r ie f year ago 
owned the a llegiance of m i l l ­
ions of m ilita n t w orkers  has 
been snuffed ou t by o rde r o f its  
e rs tw h ile  hero, D a lad ie r, am id  
the cheers and applause o f its  
e rs tw h ile  a lly , Leon B lu m . On­
ly  h is e levation to  pow er by the 
S ta lin-supported People ’s F ro n t 
and the e ffective  d ispersa l of 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  forces by the 
People ’s F ro n t has made th is 

I possible.
S ta lin ’s “ b e tra ya l”  lies not in 

his pact w ith  H it le r  bu t in  the 
pow erfu l ro le  he p layed in  de­
s troy ing  the m igh ty  w o rk in g  
class m ovem ent th a t could have 
crushed H it le r is m  before i t  
seized power and th a t a lm ost 
engulfed F rench cap ita lism  
three years ago. H is “ b e tra y a l”  
lies not in  his invasion o f Po­
land or his sub jection of the 
B a lt ic  States. I t  lies in  the snuf­
fin g  out of the Spanish revo lu ­
tion  fo r w h ich  he was, above a ll 
else, responsible.

No, there  is no cause fo r  re ­
jo ic in g  in  th is  debacle o f the 
C om intern. In  its  present fo rm  
il hera lds not only the d isap­
pearance o f the S ta lin is t p a r­
ties. I t  hera lds also the v ic to ry  
of reaction . In  th e ir  passing the 
S ta lin is ts  a ffo rd  aid and com ­
fo r t to the Leon B lum s, the A l­
ec Roses, and a ll th e ir i lk  
whose on ly a im  is to bind the 
w orkers o f a ll countries to the 
w a r chario ts  of th e ir  m asters. 
To us they leave the ru ins fro m  
w hich we m u s t t r y  to  begin re ­
bu ild ing  the m ovem ent th a t un­
der a sta in less banner w il l  re ­
sume the m a rch  tow ard  a w o r­
ke rs ’ peace, w o rke rs ’ security , 
and a w o rke rs ’ w orld .
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BIG BUSINESS SEES NATION HERDED 
INTO WORLD SLAUGHTER BY SPRING

Denounces Roosevelt W ar PlansWar Stand 
Key Issue, 
Says N. y . 
Candidate

Shachtman Points to 
A nti-W ar Stand Tak­
en By Several Unions

P o in ting  to the action of the 
Rochester C en tra l Trades and 
Labo r Council in  adopting a res­
o lu tion  In support of a popular 
re fe rendum  on w a r and com ­
m enting  on a s im ila r  reso lu tion 
passed a t the recent D u lu th  
convention of the M innesota 
State Federa tion  of Labor, M ax 
Shachtm an, C ouncilm an ic Can­
didate  of the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  fo r the B ronx , declared 
today tha t, “ I t  is  encouraging 
to note th a t ce rta in  sections of 
organized A m e rica n  labor are 
becom ing increas ing ly  aw are 
of the dangers res iden t in  per­
m itt in g  Congress and the P res­
iden t to re ta in  th e ir  present 
w a r-m a k in g  pow ers.”

"N o  candidate who is up fo r  
e lection to the C ity  Council th is  
N ovem ber can evade a fo r th ­
r ig h t s ta tem ent on th is  p a ra ­
m ount issue o f the popu la r w a r 
re fe rendum  and a t the same 
tim e  represent h im se lf as a se^j 
rious opponent o f w a r ,”  Shacht­
m an stated.

George L ym an  Paine, M anhattan  candidate of the Socia list W orkers P a rty  fo r C ity  Council­
m an, addressing a cam paign m eeting a t the headquarters o f the U pper W est Side B ranch. 
Comrade Paine spoke on the m a in  issue in  the m un ic ipa l cam paign—the fig h t aga inst im p e r­
ia lis t w ar.

Others Silent
“ O f a l l  the candidates p u t

fo rw a rd  by the va rious  p o lit i­
ca l pa rties  fo r e lection to the 
C ity  C ounc il,”  Shachtm an de­
c la red , “ no tone has to th is  date 
expressed h im se lf p u b lic ly  fo r 
the popu la r re fe rendum  on 
w a r .”

“ Indeed, these ind iv idua ls  
have m ere ly  accepted the leads 
given by th e ir na tiona l f ig ­
u res ,”  Shachtm an pointed out. 
“ P res ident Roosevelt and fo r ­
m er S ecre tary o f State H enry 
S tim son, speaking fo r the D em ­
o cra tic  and R epublican pa rties  
when the Lud low  A m endm ent 
to the C onstitu tion was before 
Congress la s t year, gave the 
lead to th e ir respective o rg a n i­
zations by' s ta ting  th e ir  ir re c ­
oncilab le  opposition to the pop­
u la r w a r re fe rendum .”

“ T h a t no th ing o f a pub lic  
¡characted can be expected fro m  
, the various C ouncilm an ic Can­
didates on th is  a ll - im p o rta n t 
issue was fu r th e r ind icated 
when fro m  every qu a rte r o f po­
l it ic a l life  in th is  c ity  cam e tes­
tim o n ia ls  of agreem ent w ith  
Roosevelt's p r o n o  uncem ent 
p lac ing  an em bargo on a ll 
questions of a con trove rs ia l na­
tu re ,”  Shachtm an continued.

“ As fo r  M ayo r LaG ua rd ia , he 
has his eyes glued on a post in  
any w a r cab ine t selected by 
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ALP Takes Pro-War Line Under 
Cover of Attack on Stalinism

Move Against Discredited Stalinists Is in 
Reality a Blow at Genuine A nti-W ar Forces 
Who Rely on Labor's Own M ight

By F E L IX  MORROW
The m ost fla g ra n tly  p ro -w ar stand taken by any im p o rta n t 

labor group in  th is  country was adopted by the state executive 
com m ittee  of the A m erican  Labor P a rty  las t Thursday, Oc­
tober 4.

P u ttin g  teeth in to  the decision, the state body the next day 
decided to requ ire  every A L P  candidate to “ re -a ffirm  and to

subscribe to ”  the pro -w ar res-* 
o lu tion, and made p ro v is io n ’
th a t “ any p a rty  candidate who 
fa ils , refuses or neglects to act 
in  accordance w ith  th is  deci­
sion of the state executive com ­
m ittee  w ill be denied the nom ­
ina tion  and support of 'th e  L a ­
bor p a r ty .”

“ A c id  T es t”
A lex  Rose, state secre ta ry , 

in announcing th is  decision 
stated th a t w h ile  i t  applied spe­
c if ic a lly  on ly  to candidates, the 
“ resolution on the European

c o n flic t”  would be made the 
“ acid te s t”  of m em bersh ip  in i 
the Labo r p a rty .

C harac te riz ing  A nglo-French; 
im p e ria lis m  as “ the cause of 
the W estern dem ocracies th a t 
are f ig h tin  g fo r the p reserva­
tion o f those dem ocrta ic  values 
and lib e rtie s  w hich we in  th is  
coun try  treasure  so d e a rly ” , 
the w a r reso lu tion says “ the 
g rea t m a jo r ity  o f the A m erican  
the day when the rem a in ing  de­
m ocracies on the European 
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Somervell Announces 
New Wage Cut 
For WPA Clerks

N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y —In  its  
m ad d rive  to tu rn  a ll W PA 
funds in to  w a r funds, the 
R o o s e v e l t  adm in is tra tio n  
th is  week again cu t W PA 
wages in  th is  area.

The wages of 13,000 c le rks  
have been cut $5.20 to $20.80 
a m onth on d ire c t orders 
fro m  W ashington, L ieu t. Col­
onel Som erve ll, loca l W PA 
a d m in is tra to r announced.

NOTICE

An im p o rta n t m eeting of 
a ll p a rty  and Y PSL m em ­
bers w il l  be held Sunday, 
October 15, 2 P .M . a t Beeth­
oven H a ll, 210 E as t 5th St. 
Adm ission by red card  only.

Bosses Get "Inside 
Stuff" on Strategy 
O f F. D. R. War Deal

Glimpses Behind the Scenes in Washington 
In Special Service for Business Men Show 
Extent of "W ar Spirit" in Washington

I f  any reader of the Appeal still lias any last lingering 
vdoubts as to the definiteness of the plans of the W ar Deal for 
swinging the nation into the imperialist slaughter abroad, he 
should get hold of the Kiplinger Washington Letter fo r the 
last few weeks, and in particular those for September. 16 
and 23.

The Kiplinger Letter is a well-known compilation o f “ in­
side stuff”  on governmental activities in Washington. l {  is 
written weekly by a staff who have excellent contacts with the 
highest government circles. “ C IR C U LA T E D  P R IV A T E L Y  
TO  BUSIN ESS M E N ”  reads its letterhead. K iplinger aims 
to provide frank and realistic information which can be de­
penden on as a guide to business policy. The Letter goes out

®to tens o f thousands o f execu-

STALIN ORDERS 
NEW RUSSIAN 
PARTY PURGE

Pravda Announcement 
Orders Elections on 
Three Day's Notice

By JOHN G. W R IG H T
M oscow ’s o ffic ia l o rders to 

purge the p a rty  aga in  are con­
ta ined in  an e d ito r ia l o f P ravda  
fo r  Septem ber 12, w h ich  an­
nounces the sudden decision of 
the C entra l C om m ittee to hold 
“ in  the period between Septem­
ber 15 to O ctober 15 the re g u la r 
e lections fo r the p a rty  organs 
in  a ll the p r im a ry  reg iona l and 
c ity  p a r t y  o rgan iza tions .”  
Three days’ notice!

P ravda  adm its  th a t the la s t 
e lections to these “ lo w e r”  bod- 

| ies took place m ore than a year 
ago, whereas accord ing  to the 
recen tly  adopted p a rty  sta tu tes 
these elections are supposed to 
occur annua lly , wfiy then the 
em ergency decision of the Cen­
tra l C om m ittee? S ta lin  p ro m ­
ised a t the E igh teen th  P a rty  
Congress, held on ly  s ix  m onths 
ago, th a t no m ore w ide-scale 
purges w ould be perpe tra ted . 
The e lections scheduled a t 
sho rt notice are obviously con­
nected w ith  (1) the m ob iliza ­
tion  orders to the a rm y ; (2) 
the invasion of P o land; (3) the 
new d rive  aga inst the peasants, 
th a t is, enforced g ra in  co llec­
tions; (4) the im pend ing  elec- 
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fives and corporations who 
pay well for the service. Its 
data can be relied on to be ac­
curate and objective. When 
hard cash is at stake, business 
men want cold facts, not prop­
aganda.

What, then, does the K ip ­
linger agency have to say 
about the current policies o f 
the W ar Deal? F irst o f all, 
what o f the general attitude 
o f the Administration towards 
American entry into the war 
on the side o f the Allies? K ip- 
ligner answers:

The w a r s p ir it  in  W ash­
ing ton , w ith in  E X E C U T IV E  
b ranch  o f govt., is  g rea te r 
than th roughou t the coun try , 
especia lly the in te r io r. By 
th is  is  m eant the poss ib ility  
th a t U.S. m ay get in to  the 
w a r. There are com plex ifs- 
&-ands . . . prospects a re fa r  
fro m  c lea r . . . but. . .

The po in t is  th is : W ith in  
our o ffic ia ld om , no t fo r quo­
ta tion , th e re ’s V E R Y  MUCH 
m ore opinion th a t the U.S. 
M A Y  be draw n in to  the w a r 
than appears in  fo rm a l o ff i­
c ia l u tterances as published.

In  V E R Y  H IG H  o ff ic ia l c ir ­
cles (not the s ligh tes t doubt 
o f it)  there  is  solem n ta lk  of 
the “ p o ss ib ility ”  o f U.S. in  
w a r “ by J a n u a ry ” .

O ur governm ent, p a rt ic u ­
la r ly  a t the TO P, is ac ting  on 
the theory th a t the U.S. 
“ m a y ”  be a t w a r “ sooner 
than the genera l phb lic  sus­
pects” . T h a t’s no t precise, 
bu t th a t’s the w ay i t  is  put. . . 
i t  shows the s p ir it .

I t  is  our opin ion th a t the 
E xecu tive  b ranch of ou r gov­
e rnm ent is p u ttin g  up a fro n t 
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‘THE DECLARATION OF PANAMA-ROOSEVELT DRIVES TO WAR
The energetic young Sum ner Welles, under-secre tary of 

State, is now on his w ay back to W ashington fro m  Panam a w ith  
a ju ic y  present fo r  the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  in  his pocket. The “ Dec­
la ra tio n  o f P anam a” , w hich W elles drove th rough  the conference 
o f the twenty-one A m erican  “ re p u b lics ” , aga inst the opposition 
of a ru m b e r of them  headed by Chile, w il l  go down in  h is to ry  
as a ve ry  rem arkab le  docum ent indeed.

The D ec la ra tion  conta ins m any pious references to the sol­
id a r ity  of the A m erican  nations, th e ir  n e u tra lity , th e ir resolve 
to aid each o ther and to keep out o f the w ar. B u t its  key section 
is of course th a t w h ich  defines the “ neu tra l zone”  around the 
A m ericas.
Extent of " Neutral"  Zone

Th is  neu tra l zone extends fro m  300 to 600 m iles in to  the ocean 
fro m  the shores of A m erica , fro m  the la titude  of Canada’s 
southern border to the la s t tip  o f South A m erica .

The zone thus includes a ll o f the Caribbean, the is lands both 
west and east of South A m e rica , and even B erm uda. W ith in  
th is  area a ll “ be llige ren t ac ts ”  are to be fo rb idden . Th is  means 
th a t w ith in  th is  area no ships are to be molested by the w a rr in g  
powers, and no m ili ta ry  acts o f any k ind  ca rr ie d  out on land or 
a t sea.

L e t us see w ha t is invo lved  here;
The zone includes m ore than a hundred te rr ito r ie s  and pos­

sessions of European powers, c h ie fly  B r it is h  and F rench  and a 
few D utch. A ll o f these are the re fo re  declared to be im m une 
fro m  a ttack  by enem y powers—th a t is, by G erm any.

I f  subm arines o r ra id in g  cru ise rs  w ish to a ttack  ships tra n s ­
po rting  goods fro m  an A m erican  p o rt to Europe, th e ir  best 
chance is to lie  in  w a it near the port, o r, in  the case o f the 
C entra l and N o rthe rn  South A m erican  ports, in  am ong the n a r­
row  channels th rough w hich the ships m ust pass in  the C a rib ­

bean. In  th is  w ay i t  is c le a rly  easier to spot the ships than in 
the vas t reaches of the open sea. B u t, by the te rm s o f the dec­
la ra tio n , ships cannot be a ttacked w ith in  the ne u tra l zone.
War Aim of U.S. Imperialism

H ere, too, the dec la ra tion  is a im ed p r im a r i ly  a t G erm any, 
and in  severa l senses. Ships w ith  goods fo r  B r ita in  o r F rance 
w ould sa il w ith  sa fe ty  to the edge of the ne u tra l zone, h a lf w ay 
across the A tla n tic , and w ould there be taken  up by convoys 
The B r it is h  squadrons now  com pelled to do du ty  w ith in  the  area 
w ould  be released fo r  w o rk  elsewhere. The U.S. navy  w ould  be 
in e ffec t, convoy to F rench  and B r it is h  ships to the edge o f the 
zone. Ships fo r  G erm any, on the o ther hand, would no t apprec i­
ab ly  benefit, since G erm any has no la rge  surface flee t, and 
since they w ould s t i l l  have to pass the a lm ost insurm ountab le  
blockade of the Channel, the N o rth  Sea and the B a lt ic .
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— By B. J. WIDICK —
An in sp ira tion  fo r the A m e ri­

can union m ovem ent is the 
strugg le  th a t the progressives 
in the A u s tra lia n  labor m ove­
m ent recen tly  pu t up against 
na tiona l re g is tra tio n  of m an­
power as a pre lude to conscrip ­
tion.

" A t  the beginning of th is  year 
the A u s tra lia n  federa l govern­
m ent began active  preparations 
fo r ta k in g  a na tiona l reg is te r of 
m an power fo r w ar purposes, 
com pulsory, bu t otherw ise s im ­
i la r  to th a t recen tly  taken in  
G rea t B r ita in , w hich was a 
fo re runne r to conscrip tion  in  
tha t coun try .

"T he  N a tiona l R eg iste r A c t 
was one of the fo u r measures 
passed d u ring  the la s t session 
of the fede ra l p a rlia m e n t fo r 
the purposes o f cod ify ing  the 
steps necessary to enable Aus­
tra lia  to be used as an arsenal 
and rese rvo ir fo r m an - power 
fo r B r itis h  im p e ria lism  in  the 
southern P ac ific .
Boycott Slogan

“ P rogressive unionists im ­
m ed ia te ly  coined the slogan, 
Boycott the N a tiona l R eg is te r! 
The whole tra d it io n  and expe­
rience of the union m ovem ent 
pointed to such a slogan as be­
ing m ost su itab le. Back in  1916 
a s im ila r  reg is te r, ca lled the 
W ar Census A ct, was boycotted 
by 200,000 despite heavy penal­
ties. There was also a s im ila r 
experience fa ir ly  recen tly  w ith  
the N ationa l Insurance sw indle, 
w hich was boycotted by hun­
dreds of thousands, and conse-] 
quently  had to be shelved b y , 
the fede ra l governm ent.

"T he  slogan o f boyco tt w as ' 
taken up ve ry  w ide ly , and i t '  
became c lea r th a t i f  the cam - j 
paign rem ained so lid , over 1,-j 
000.000 would refuse to reg is te r. 
However, the cow ard ly  labor 
and trade  union re fo rm is t lead­
ers became te r r if ie d  a t the res­
ponse of the rank  and file .

"F o rg a n  Smith", labor p rem ­
ie r of Queenland, said th a t 
mass law  b reak ing  would lead 
to fasc ism ! U nder the pressure 
of the buraucra ts  the A u s tra l­
ian  Council o f T rades Unions 
f in a lly  lifte d  the boyco tt w hich 
they had voted to support.

“ B u t the pow erfu l M elbourne 
Labo r Council refused to accept 
th e ir  advice. The rank  and file , 
o f course, was th row n in to  con­
fusion by the sh iftin g  position 
of the union leaders o f the 
Council o f Trades Unions.

Stalinist Stand
"T h e  S ta lin is ts  then came out 

w ith  a sta tem en t th a t in  o rder 
to avoid ‘ iso la tio n ’ and to p re ­
serve ‘u n ity ’ (i. e. un ity  w ith  
the re fo rm is t fakers) there 
m us t be no 'in d iv id u a l opposi­
t io n ’ to the boycott.

"T h e  labor m ilita n ts , howev­
er, stood f irm ly .  Besides issu­
ing  thousands o f lea fle ts  advo­
ca ting  a continuance of the boy­
co tt, they p u b lic ly  b u rn t a heap 
of fo rm s  in  the D om ain . (B u rn ­
ing fo rm s to show h o s tility  is  a 
tra d it io n a l fo rm  of p ro test in 
A u s tra lia , da ting  back to the, 
E u re ka  Stockade strugg le  in  
1854.)

"F o r  the f i r s t  tim e  the ra n k  
and f i le  o f the C om m unist P a r­
ty  seemed to be a t va riance  
w ith  the leadership.

“ W hile  even labor leaders 
have adm itted  th a t the boycott 
was supportd by between 75,000 
to 100,000, we consider the f ig ­
ure to  be neare r 200,000.”  Th is 
in fo rm a tio n  comes fro m  a ve ry  
re liab le  correspondent f r o m  
Sydney, A u s tra lia , in  a le tte r 
dated in  August.

“ Labo r m ilita n ts  have p ledg­
ed them selves to f ig h t th is  is ­
sue to  the end. W hile there  is 
any considerable body among 
the w o rk ing  class prepared  to 
take a m ili ta n t stand against 
w ar, despite the th re a t o f three 
months in gaol and a f i f t y  
pound fine , the progressives 
fee l they m ust stand a t the 
head o f th e m ,”  our correspond­
ent adds.

Roosevelt Drives to War

"The Declaration of Panama”
P.y JAM ES. B U R N H A M

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
B u t i t  is  of the grea test im portance  to understand tha t, though 

the dec la ra tion , like  so m any other of R oosevelt’s acts, is  p r i­
m a r ily  an in te rven tion  aga inst G erm any, i t  is also d irected 
aga inst B rita in . We cannot repeat too often th a t the w a r a im  of 
U nited States im p e ria lis m  is not to b a il out the dec lin ing  B r itis h  
E m p ire  nor to b rin g  a id  and succor to the “ dem ocracies” , but. 
to gain decisive w o rld  dom inance fo r U n ited  States finance- 
ca p ita l aga inst a ll r iva ls . Th is  is openly ind ica ted  by the Pana­
ma D ecla ra tion .

Policeman of the Americas
W ashington has not le t the grass g row  under its  feet. I t  has 

u tilized  the “ d is tra c tio n ”  o f the ve ry  f i r s t  stage o f the w a r to 
announce, th rough  the Panam a D ecla ra tion , th a t a ll o f L a tin  
A m erica  is its  province. I t  proposes to monopolize economic, 
socia l, and, in d ire c tly  a t least, p o lit ica l contro l of the tw o con­
tinents o f the New W orld.

Who is going to enforce the decla ra tion? N ot Ecuador or 
B o liv ia  o r C olum bia o r N ica ragua , n a tu ra lly , b u t the U n ited  
States fle e t and a ir  forces. A lready  U. S. bom bers are p a tro llin g  
the C aribbean, along w ith  the A tla n tic  squadron o f the fle e t. Re­
serve destroyers are being re conditioned by the scores to go on 
active  du ty.

U n ited  States im p e ria lis m  w il l  be the po licem an o f the 
A m ericas ; and, by the te rm s of the dec la ra tion , no one else w ill 
be a llowed to operate w ith in  its  p rec inc t.

P u ttin g  the dec la ra tion  into e ffect w il l not be so s im ple as 
Sum ner Welles perhaps im agined. The be llige ren t powers m ust 
f i r s t  “ accept”  i t ;  and, when they do in words (as they doubtless 
w li l) ,  i t  m ust then be seen w hether, under the pressure o f th e ir 
necessities as be llige ren ts , they do so in  fac t. And w ha t w il l  hap­
pen to w arsh ips w hich, when pursued by the enem y, cross the 
line  into the zone where be llige ren t acts are proh ib ited? And 
w ha t about the m any G erm an ships now in A m erican  harbors? 
W ill they be free to c a rry  on coastal trade  among A m erican  
ports, guaranteed aga inst m olesta tion by the B ritish?
Washington Holds Whip-Hand

Such d ifficu ltie s , by the na ture  o f the case, are unavoidable. 
They w il l  be settled no t by lega lism s or log ic bu t in  subord ina­
tion  to the m a in  d irec tion  o f U. S. po licy. The present declara- 

i tion  is designed to c a rry  out, c rude ly  and b ru ta lly , one essential 
i step in th is  po licy ; to establish unchallenged dom in ion over 
| L a tin  A m erica .

The conference in  its  concluding session set up an executive 
com m ittee  to continue the task of “ co o rd ina ting ”  the e ffo rts  of 
the A m erican  nations. In  the old days, the U n ited  States m igh t 
have indulged the h yp o c ritica l lu x u ry  of a llow ing  th is  com m ittee  
to have its  headquarters a t L im a  o r R id  or even Panam a, to 
show ,tha t everyone was “ equa l”  in the new w orld . B u t you have 
to ac t fa s t in  w a r-tim e . So the com m ittee  w il l  be located where 
i t  belongs- - in  W ashington. Then i t  w on’t  be necessary to te le ­
phone or cable to g ive orders. The boss can ca ll the boys in to  
the o ffice , and no tim e  wasted.

A.F.L COMMITS 
FATAL ERROR 
IN WAR STAND

Fall in with Presi­
dent's Plan to Get 
People into the W ar

State Workers Convention 
Produces Little of Value

Civil Service Union Treated to Heavy Dose 
O f Praise for New York's Little Flower

NEW  Y O R K —The delegates 
a i the f ir s t  na tiona l convention 
of the State, County and M un ic ­
ipa l W orkers of A m erica  m an­
aged, between speeches, to ad­
opt a constitu tion  and vote a 
$5,000 sa la ry  to N ationa l P res i­
dent F la xe r.

Speakers d u ring  fo u r long 
days o f banal o ra to ry , w ere ev­
enly d iv ided between apologists 
fo r the LaG uard ia  m achine and 
in te rp re te rs  of the w h ir lin g  
S ta lin is t line.

The delegates were subjected 
to paeans of pra ise fro m  the 
g lib  lips of th e ir bosses, B o r­
ough P res ident Isaacs, C iv il 
Service C om m issioner P a u l  
K e rn , and W elfare  C om m is­
sioner Hodson, who chanted the 
g lories of liv in g  under and w o r­
k ing fo r the LaG ua rd ia  “ labor 
re fo rm  gove rnm en t.”  The »Un­
ion was exto lled fo r  hav ing , re ­
linquished the s tr ike  weapon 
and fo r considering a t a ll tim es 
the in terests of th is  g re a t c ity .

Chided by M ayor
Chief Boss LaG uard ia , speak­

ing  to the delegates a t the 
W o rld ’s F a ir , a lm ost upset the 
applesauce c a rt by his undue 
frankness. H is H onor, the M a y­
or, castigated the U nion fo r  ev­
en the pretense of a f ig h t fo r 
the wage increases of c ity  em ­
ployees. The M ayor, you see 
hasn’t any money—he can ’t  ta x  
anyone; since the union was 
m ost unreasonable in  expecting 
the increases, M r. LaG uard ia  
would have to f ire  a su ffic ien t 
num ber o f w orkers  to com pen­
sate fo r  the loss in  the treasu ry . 
Boss LaG uard ia  also in fo rm ed 
the delegates th a t no organ iza ­
tion  would save “ an incom pe­
ten t w o rk e r,”  and ju s t to im ­
press the delegates th a t he was 
a rea l w o rk in g m a n ’s m ayor, 
urged them  to save the c ity  
money and tim e  by not p resent­
ing  a ll th e ir  “ t r iv ia l  g rie va n ­
ces.”

Phony Peace Stand
Jam es Carey, secre ta ry  of 

the CIO, and M ichae l Q u ill, 
T ra n sp o rt W orkers P resident, 
brazenly, as i f  no th ing  has hap­
pened in  the la s t weeks, de­
nounced im p e r ia lis t w a r, excor­
ia ted the “ a lleged defocrac ies,”  
ca lled on the w orkers  (of E n g ­
land, F rance and G erm any) to 
revo lt, and pledged to f ig h t in- 
tra n s ig e n tly  aga inst A m erican  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w a r. M r. 
Q u ill, a t a ra th e r la te  date, re ­
m em bered E n g la n d ’s co lon ia l 
em p ire  and asserted th a t i f  
“ C ham berla in  is c ry in g  so 
m uch fo r dem ocracy, le t h im  
f ir s t  free the colonies, le t h im  
free In d ia .”

A reso lu tion  was passed em ­
bodying the Q u ill-S ta lin is t de-

s ire  fo r A m erican  n e u tra lity  in 
¡the w ar. M ilto n  D. Levine, a 
¡delegate fro m  Loca l 45, ex­
pressed skep tic ism  a t the sud­
den tra n s fo rm a tio n  in  the offh 
c ia l peace po licy  of the union 
•• leaders .”  Levine  urged the 
convention to dem onstra te  its 
“ s in ce rity  to w ork fo r  peace by 
o p p o s i n g  Roosevelt’s w ar 
schemes, the M .D ay plans, the 
W ar Resources B oard , the a rm ­
am ents appropria tions, and by 
dec la ring  yourselves in  fa vo r of 
a people’s re fe rendum  on w a r .”  
The union bureaucra ts declined 
to "d iscuss specific  proposals”  
and to a llow  John L . Lew is  to 
“ w o rk  ou t the actua l steps fo r 
m a in ta in in g  peace.”

The delegates accepted a con­
s titu tio n  p rov id ing  fo r in it ia tio n  
fees, high dues, high sa laries 
fo r officers and w h ich  grants 
u n lim ite d  a u th o rity  to the P res­
iden t and his ru lin g  c lique.

P resident F la xe r, who was 
unan im ously reelected p res i­
dent in  a no-contest, endeavor­
ed to prove he was w o rth  the 
generous incom e voted to h im  
by his fa ith fu l adherents, ru led 
the convention w ith  an iro n  un­
dem ocra tic  hand. On the ques­
tion  of dues he refused to a l­
low  even one delegate fa vo rin g  
low er dues to take the floo r.

O nly paid o ffic ia ls  and o rg a n ­
izers were granted perm ission 
to speak du ring  the discussion 
on per cap ita  taxes.

“ Can’t  S trike ”
A clause inserted a t the be­

hest of the g rea t John L . Lew is 
h im se lf fo rb ids locals o f the 
SCMWA to engage in  strikes. 
Sam S ark in , business m anager 

'o f Loca l 1, jo ined the craven 
; chorus of the voices of the C ar­
eys, Hodsons, e tc., who deplore 
s tr ikes  aga inst the governm ent. 
S ark in  drooled, “ You cannot 
s tr ike  aga inst the governm ent, 
fo r  you then s tr ike  aga inst the 
people.”

P rogressive delegates de­
nounced th is  s tr ike  - b reak ing  
clause, po in ting  out th a t its  ad­
option m eant “ endorsem ent of 
the s tr ike -b reak ing  tac tics  of 
Roosevelt, M u rp h y , and Hod- 
son.

In  o rder to fo rew arn  any in ­
dependent m em ber in  the union 
who m ig h t resent the S ta lin is t 
polic ies of the leaders, a p ro v i­
sion was in jec ted  in to  the Con­
s titu tio n  to expel anyone who 
fom ents, leads or pa rtic ipa tes  
in  a dual m ovem ent w ith in  the 
union.

ALP ADOPTS 
PRO-WAR LINE

WAR IS KEY 
ISSUE IN  N. Y. 
COUNCIL ELECTION

(Continued from  Page 1)
people have looked fo rw a rd  to 
continent would fin d  the 
streng th  to res is t the brazen 
aggression of H it le r is m .”

Fo llow  Roosevelt
I In  line  w ith  th is  p ro -A lly  con- 
• ception of the w ar, the resolu- 
I tion  endorses R oosevelt’s p ro ­
posed leg is la tion  fo r repealing 
the em bargo and supp ly ing  A n ­
g lo-F rench im p e ria lism  w ith  
m unitions. F o llow ing  Roosevelt, 
too, th is p ro -w ar move is hypo­
c r it ic a lly  characte rized  as an 
e ffo rt “ d irected  tow ard  keep­
ing A m erica  out of w a r.”

In  co m m ittin g  the A LP  to 
th is  brazenly p ro -w ar stand, 
the A LP  bureaucra ts pursued 
the s tra tegy  of id e n tify ing  as 
' C om m un is t”  a ll opposition to 
such a stand. They were im ­
m easurab ly aided in  th is  s tra t­
egy by ' the un ive rsa l ind igna ­
tion  aga inst S ta lin 's  cyn ica l a l­
liance w ith  H it le r  and the Com­
m un is t p a r ty ’s a ttem pts  to ju s ­
t i fy  the S ta lin -H itle r invasion 
of Poland. A c ity  conference of 
A L P  functionaries  Wednesday 
n ig h t adopted the reso lu tion  a f­
te r a series o f speeches w hich 
made the issue one between 
S ta lin is ts  and non-S,talinists, by 
a vote o f 605 to 94.

The New Y o rk  ca p ita lis t 
press is g iv ing  e ffec tive  a id to 
th is  s tra tegy  o f,th e  A LP  lead­
ers, p ra is ing  ¿he ir action and 
ca llin g  th e ir resolution an “ an­
ti-red  reso lu tion .”

M any A ffected
M uch is being made o f the 

fa c t th a t M ichae l J. Q u ill, head 
of the T ra n sp o rt W orkers 
Union, m ust adhere to the res­
o lu tion, i f  he is to run fo r  re- 
election fo r the C ity  Council, 

i B u t the reso lu tion applies also 
to the N orm an Thom as Socia l­
ists, F ra n k  C rossw aith and 
H a rry  W. L a id le r, who are 
A L P  candidates. The Socia lis t 
P a rty  o ff ic ia lly  is recorded as 
opposing the wa ras on both 
sides an im p e ria lis t w ar. I f  

i L a id le r and C rosswaith adhere 
to the reso lu tion, they should 
be th row n out of the S ocia lis t 
P a rty , o r th a t p a rty  is branded 
as ca p itu la tin g  to the w a r m on­
gers.

L ikew ise  the Lovestoneites 
cannot s tradd le  on th is  issue. 
E ith e r they denounce the A LP  
resolution or th e ir  a n ti-w a r p ro ­
fessions are exposed as u tte r ly  
worth less.

A ttem p ts  to condone the A L P  
stand as “ re a lly ”  d irected  
aga inst the S ta lin is ts  are today 
hopelessly d iscred ited  in  the 
labor m ovem ent, th e ir  forces 
dw ind ling . The best p roo f of 
th is  was the m iserab le  show ing 
they made a t the A L P  c ity  con­
ference, where th e ir  spokes­
man, Irv in g  Potash o f the fu r ­
r ie rs  union, made his m a in  a r­
gum ent on the fa c t th a t the 
A LP  had never taken a position 

,on in te rna tiona l events before, 
and there fore  should no t do so 
now! P rec ise ly  because o f the 
im potence o f the S ta lin is ts , the 
A L P  bureaucra ts  s k ilfu lly  u t i l ­
ized them  as the peg on w hich 
to hang th e ir p ro -w ar stand. 
W tihou t the S ta lin is ts  as scape­
goats, i t  is  doubtfu l i f  the A LP  
o ffic ia ls  w ould have been as 
brazen in  th e ir  stand a t th is  
stage of w a r preparations.

(Continued from  Page 1)
P res ident R oosevelt,”  Shacht- 
m an stated. “ I t  w il l be an in ­
s tru c tive  lesson to organized la ­
bor in  th is  c ity , as w e ll as 
th roughout the c o u n t r y , ”  
Shachtm an w arned, “ when th is  
self-avowed fr ie n d  o f labor as­
sumes a post in  a na tiona l w a r 
cab inet th a t is entrusted w ith  
the task o f im p lem en ting  the 
In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  P lan, 
whose execution means an end 
s tr ike  and p icke t.”

Shachtm an w ill address a 
pub lic  election ra lly  th is  M on­
day evening, October 9, a t P ub­
lic  School 67, 179th S tree t and 
Mohegan Avenue in the B ronx. 
Adm ission is free.

p e ria lis t apologies fo r the w ar 
any m ore than they are taken 
in by the S ta lin -H itle r apolo­
gies.

The A LP  resolution d e libe r­
a te ly  lies when i t  pretends th a t 
there are on ly two cam ps in 
th is  w ar — the “ d e m o cra tic ”  
and the “ to ta lita r ia n .”  There is 
a th ird  cam p — the an ti-w a r 

I w orkers in  th is  and every  other 
¡coun try  who stand w ith  ne ithe r 
I of the w a rr in g  cam ps, who op­
pose  both, who declare th a t 
¡there is a th ird  a lte rn a tive : the 
¡f ig h t aga inst both w a rr in g  
'cam ps, the f ig h t fo r a w o rke rs ’
w orld .

(S pec ia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
C IN C IN N A T I, Ohio — The 

A m erican  Federa tion  o f Labo r 
convention here repeated ité 
tra g ic  m is take  of 1917 by going 
on record to support the Roose­
v e lt adm in is tra tio n  in its  p ro ­
w a r polic ies.

In  lin in g  up the vast o rgan iz ­
a tion of the A F L  behind Roose­
v e lt ’s d rive  to invo lve  A m erica  
in the second w orld  w ar, P re s i­
dent W illia m  Green helped be­
tra y  the A m erican  w orkers  as 
Samuel Gom pers, his predeces­
sor, did du ring  the f i r s t  w o rld  
w ar.

C atering to F. D. R.
The Roosevelt a d m in is tra ­

tio n ’s p ro -w ar polic ies were en­
dorsed in  a nation-w ide address 
th a t Green made fro m  the con­
vention, and by the passage o f 
a reso lu tion to th a t e ffect.

The bu reaucra tic  A F L  exec­
u tive  council hoped, to im prove  
i:s  re la tions w ith  Roosevelt in  
a strugg le  aga inst the CIO by 
th is  be traya l.

Th is settled the m ain  ques­
tion before the convention.

R oosevelt’s plea fo r labor un­
ity  was w e ll received by the 
convention p a rt ly  because i t  
was fe lt  th a t Roosevelt is now 
becom ing p ro -A F L  and because 
the o rgan iza tiona l gains o f the 
,AFL unions in  the la s t year pu t 
them  in  a be tte r position on the 
u n ity  question.

In  v iew  of the be tte r re la tio n ­
ship between the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  and the A F L , the 
convention m odulated its, p re ­
vious a ttacks on the W agner 
A ct. and now is concentra ting  
m ore on a change in  its  pe r­
sonnel.

The B u ild in g  T rades unions 
are u rg ing  the convention to 
help them  p reven t F edera l in ­
vestiga tion  of the bu ild ing  ind- 
dus try  since the D epa rtm en t of 
Justice announced i t  w ould also 
go in to  ce rta in  odious p ractices 
by some of the b u ild ing  trades 
union leaders.

The question o f hav ing  the 
A F L  n a tio n a lly  go on record 
supporting t h e  M inneapolis 
w orkers aga inst the fram e-up 
organized by A tto rney  General 
F ra n k  M urphy and the G-men 
has no t ye t come up fo r consid­
era tion .

Action  on the whole prob lem  
of W PA and the d ras tic  wage 
cuts ordered las t sum m er by 
Roosevelt is expected a t the 
convention.

C HICAG D , N EW  Y O R K  
DO W E E K ’S BEST JOB

Chicago, N ew ark  and New 
Y o rk  d id  the best job  in  a com ­
p a ra tiv e ly  weak week in  the 
m a tte r of new and renew al 
subscrip tions. 25 new subscrip ­
tions and 15 renew als were ob­
tained. Loca l Chicago sent in  6 
new subscrip tions, New Y o rk  5 
and N ew ark 4. O f renewals 
New Y o rk  obta ined 6 and D e­
tro it  3. The record fo r  the past 
week is as fo llow s:

Re-
New newal

N ew ark ...................  4
F lin t  ...................  1
New H am psh ire  .. 1
Lynn  .....................  1 1
San F rancisco  . . .  2
Chicago ...................  6
D e tro it ...............  1 3
New Y o rk  C ity  . . . 5 6
M inneapolis . . 2 1
Ith a ca  .............  1
Quake rtow n ..........  1 1
Houston ..........................  1
St. Lou is ........................ 1
O liv ia , M in n ...........  1

T o ta l . 25 15
In  Rochester, New Y o rk  add­

ed e ffo rts  are now being made 
to place the papers on new s­
stands.

S E LL IN G  A P P E A LS  AT 
O PEN  A IR  M E E T IN G S

San F ranc isco  has been 
s tressing in  the recen t period 
open -a ir m eetings as the best 
m ed ium  fo r sale of the Social­
is t Appeal. M eetings have been 
held five  tim es a week, a t 
w h ich  speakers p lug  the Press 
and supporting  com rades sell.

The St. Lou is area continues 
to do a v e ry  able job  o f d is tr ib ­
u tion  o f the Press, as w e ll as 
in  fo llo w in g  th rough  a ll sub­
sc rip tio n  prospects.

Loca l D e tro it has increased 
its  bundle o rde r to 100 and has 
been stressing house to  house 
d is tr ib u tio n  in the w o rke rs ’ 
area.

Los Angeles has s ta rted  back 
on the road to increases by add­
ing  50 copies to its  re g u la r bun­
dle o rder, o r a to ta l now  o f 150. 
I t  s t i l l  has to rega in  its  p re v i­
ous quota o f 200 per issue.

Several locals owe unusua lly  
la rge  b ills  both to the Socia list 
Appeal and the N ew In te rn a ­
tiona l. Th is  is o ff ic ia l w a rn ing  
tha t, unless subs tan tia l pay­
m ents are fo rth co m in g  on these 
b ills  w ith in  the nex t days, the 
paper and magazine w il l  be 
sent to them  C.O.D.

Alliance Local Balks Stalin 
Clique, Refuses to Disband

T h ird  Camp
j The A L P  reso lu tion  is not di- 
: rected p r im a r i ly  aga inst the 
! S ta lin is ts . I t  is d irec ted  against 
I the an ti-w a r forces. I t  is  d i- 
j rected aga inst the tens o f thou­
sa n d s  o f class-conscious w ork- 
' ers in  New Y o rk  who are not 
taken in  by the dem ocra tic -im -

( Special to  the  S ocia lis t Appeal >

SAN D IEG O , C a lif., Sept 22. 
—The "W orkers A lliance  of E s ­
condido (San D iego County, 
C a lif.) having  w ithd raw n  fro m  
the N ationa l W orkers A lliance , 
set up an independent “ U nem ­
ployed W orkers of E scondido”  
in  the face of every a tte m p t of 
the San D iego S ta lin is ts  to sab­
otage the move.

U p to th is  tim e  the S ta lin is ts  
bad succeeded in  “ b u ild in g ”  
the San D iego W orkers A lliance  
fro m  ten  m ili ta n t loca ls to one 
m ilita n t local a t Escondido, and 
one S ta lin is t loca l in  San D i­
ego. The e igh t others had p re ­
v ious ly  been-destroyed over a 
tw o-year period w ith  ve ry  l it t le  
s trugg le  bu t appa ren tly  due to 
th is  loca l being 40 m iles  fro m  
San Diego and not so re a d ily  
accessible to the S ta lin is t 
c lique, the p iecem eal process 
was not possible

The S ta lin  P lan
A bout two years ago the S ta l­

in  plan of d isorganizaton was 
clam ped on the W orkers A l l i ­
ance o f San D iego. A t th a t tim e  
there were ten loca ls th a t ad­
vertised  they were organized 
tc f ig h t and were w inn ing  th e ir  
figh ts . T h e ir l it t le  b i-m onth ly  
m im eographed paper enjoyed 
na tiona l fam e and was feared 
by every baby-s ta rver in  the 
loca lity .

Then the S ta lin  p lan was 
launched. An obedient stooge 
was p u t in  as ed ito r of the pa­
per to replace the s ta ff o f m em ­
bers. The paper was soon a 
th row -aw ay supporting  w h ich ­
ever p o lit ic ia n  the S ta lin ites  de­
cided upon, and the issues be­
gan com ing fa r th e r and fa r th e r 
apa rt. The b i-m onth ly  is now is ­
sued about every  tw o o r three 
m onths and has a lm ost no v a l­
ue.

W ith  approva l fro m  the N a­
tiona l and State o ffice , the lo ­
cals were dissolved one by one. 
Qne loca l was dissolved fo r 
vo ting  to support a p o lit ic a l is ­
sue not f i r s t  approved by the

bureaucracy. Another was d is ­
solved fo r not buying  lea fle ts  
o ffered fo r sale by the N ationa l 
O ffice . One fo r  “ extrem e le f t ­
is m .”  G enera lly  the p lan fo l­
lowed was the old squeeze p lay, 
iso la ting  one m em ber a fte r an­
o ther u n til no th ing was le ft.

Resentm ent aga inst the high 
handed methods grew  u n til, 
when fou r locals rem ained in 
Ju ly , the county president was 
brough t to t r ia l  fo r “ d ic ta to r ia l 
ac tions .”  H owever the t r ia l  was 
successfu lly handled by pack­
ing  w ith  CP m em bers. M any of 
these C Pers ’ books had been as 
m uch as two years in  a rrea rs  
and were suddenly paid up and 
the m em bers were on the t r ia l  
board. R esu lt; w hitewash.

One o f the rem a in ing  locals 
was dissolved by b a llo t the fo l­
low ing  week and another the 
week a fte r. Com plete v ic to ry  
seemed near. N ot one single lo ­
ca l had been re-established. 
The unem ployed were a lm ost 
com p le te ly  disorganized.

B u t M onday Sept. 18, the E s ­
condido c h a rte r was received 
w ith  the news th a t a new o rga­
n iza tion  was being established.

H u rl S lander
The bureaucra ts appeared a t 

the Escondido m eeting Sept. 22 
and began the usual charges of 
“ d is ru p te r ,”  “ l ia r , ”  * ‘m islead- 
e r .”  They c la im ed a m ortgage 
on the lo ya lty  and dues pay­
ments c f the Escondido unem ­
ployed because grievances had 
been handled w ith  the assist­
ance of the bureaucracy. I t  
soon became obvious th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  were not m ak ing  any 
e ffo rt to re p a ir the breach but 
were s im p ly  try in g  to d isc red it 
the w orkers  who they thought 
were lead ing  the rebellion.

H owever, no t one m em ber of 
the new organ iza tion  w avered. 
The m eeting  was f in a lly  ad­
journed and the S ta lin is ts  de­
m anded the books w h ich  had 
not been released by the aud it­
ing  com m ittee . The Escondido

STATEMENT BY MEXICAN FOURTH 
INTERNATIONALISTS ON RIVERA
The P a rtid o  O brero In te m a c i­

ona lis ta  ( In te rn a tio n a lis t W ork­
ers P a rty ) , M exican Section of 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, has 
published the fo llo w in g  s ta te ­
m ent w ith  respect to the ac­
t iv it ie s  of D iego R ive ra , who 
was fo rm e rly  connected w ith  i t :  

“ In  the past few  days Diego 
R ive ra  has made p u b l i c ,  
th rough the newspapers, sever­
al decla ra tions w h ich  in  p rac ­
tice  place h im  in  support o f the 
p res iden tia l cand idacy o f Gen­
e ra l A lm azan. Since R ive ra  has 
been considered both n a tio n a lly  
and in te rn a tio n a lly  up u n til a 
few  m onths ago as a T ro ts k y ­
is t, the M exican, Section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l declares: 

D isowned M a rx ism  
¡ “ F o r severa l m onths, D iego 
R ive ra  has had no re la tions 
w ith  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
e ithe r in  M exico o r in te rn a tio n ­
a lly . The afore-m entioned ex­
com rade te rm ina ted  his m em ­
bership in  the F o u rth  In te rn a - 

1 tio n a l as the d ire c t consequence 
of a series o f oppo rtun is t devi- 

I a tions w h ich  led h im  to the 
break. In  d isow ning revo lu tion - 

j a ry  M a rx ism , th a t is, so-called 
¡T ro tsky ism , and converting  
; h im se lf in to  the leader o f ’ the 
“ P .R .O .C .”  ( R e v o l u t i o n a r y  

¡W orkers and Peasants P a rty )

w orkers  expla ined th is  b u t the 
S ta lin is ts  a ttem pted  to seize the 
books by fo rce . A f is t  f ig h t was 
n a rro w ly  averted by someone 
p u llin g  the lig h t sw itch . The au­
d itin g  com m ittee  w il l  release 
the books as soon as they have 
fin ished w ith  them .

The U nem ployed W orkers o f 
Escondido have asked some ex- 
W orkers A lliance  m em bers to 
support them  by jo in in g  in  a 
d rive  to be launched soon to es­
tab lish  a new county-w ide o r­
gan ization  in  San Diego.

w hich supported the candidacy 
¡of G eneral F ranc isco  J. M ug l- 
ca. R ive ra  le ft the ranks o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l and pass­
ed in to  the cam p o f the rad ica l 
petty-bourgeoisie and the le ft 
bourgeoisie. The M exican Sec­
tion declared h im  to be outside 
its ranks, and th is  decision was 
approved by the P an -A m erica * 
O rie n ta l B oro of the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

Step to the R igh t
“ N ow D iego R ive ra  makes 

a n o t h e r  p o lit ic a l p iroue tte  
w h ich  brings h im  to o ffe r his 
support, to  the cand idacy o i 
G enera l Juan Andreu A lm azan. 
W ith  th is  action he takes on* 
m ore step to the r ig h t and goes 
fa r  down the road o f p o lit ica l 
degeneration. The M exican  Sec­
tion  holds its  own position o * 
the e lec to ra l cam paign. A t the 
present tim e  we are aga inst aS 
ex is ting  candidacies and we 
w ork  fo r  the crea tion  o f a R ev­
o lu tio na ry  W orkers P a rty  which 
w il l  be able to con fron t the can­
didates of the va rious bourge­
ois factions w ith  a re vo lu tion ­
a ry  p rog ram  and candidate. In  
case of the danger of a m ili ta ry  
o r na tive  fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip  
our o rgan iza tion  is fo r  the u n i­
ty o f action  o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
aga inst th a t danger and w il l  
know  how to occupy its  post in  
the vanguard  o f the s trugg le .

“ M em bersh ip  in  the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l is  incom patib le  
w ith  support o f G enera l A lm a- 
zen who is one o f the p rin c ip a l 

; dangers of m ili ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  
'in  M exico. In  o ffe rin g  h is "co n ­
d itio n a l”  support to G enera l A l­
m azan — can R ive ra  be so 

| “ b lin d ”  as to even th in k  th a t 
A lm azan w il l  accept the “ m in ­
im u m ”  p rog ram  th a t he o ffe r* 

I h im , o r th a t he w ould  ever fu l- 
1 f i l l  i t  i f  he got to the presiden­
c y ? —R ive ra  has pu t h im se lf 
i up the plane o f treason to  rev- 
o lu tio na ry  M a rx is m  and to th# 

i in te rests of the exp lo ited mass­
es o f M ex ico .”
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The Soviet Union in the War B y  Leon T ro tsky

D r. Charles P etion i is a Negro of W est Ind ian  o rig in  who is 
an enem y of B r it is h  im p e ria lism . M any years ago, in  the is land 
o f T rin id a d , his opposition to co lon ia l ty ra n n y  led h im  to leave 
the is land. Today in  H a rle m  he is p res ident o f the C aribbean 
U nion and is s t i l l  opposed to B r ita in . In  an in te rv ie w  published 
in  the D a ily  W orker o f Oct. 5, 1939, he says:

“ In d ia , A fr ic a , and the West Ind ies have no sym pathy fo r
C ham berla in . They w il l  f ig h t on the side of B r ita in  on ly when
forced to do so.”
So fa r , so good. D r. P e tion i's  s ta tem ent represents w ha t we 

ca lled la s t week in  th is  co lum n the pow erfu l re vo lu tiona ry  in ­
s tin c t of the Negro masses. B u t in  po litics  in s tin c t is not enough.
You m us t have p o lit ic a l c la r ity . And the need fo r i t  is a la rm ­
in g ly . illu s tra te d  by D r. P e tio n i’s fu r th e r sta tem ent.

“ The im p e r ia lis t countries are on the run . Russia is doing the 
only log ica l th in g  th a t could be done. When the l it t le  bu ffe r 
states were set up in  the B a lkans d u ring  the la s t w a r, they were 
intended fo r fu tu re  powder kegs to be set o ff the m om ent the b ig 
im p e ria lis t countries were ready to mop up w ith  Russia. Now 
th a t Russia has rem oved these explosive the s itua tion  is m uch 
c le a re r.”
A Trap to Be Guarded Against

Thus fro m  his hea lthy opposition to seeing colonia ls f ig h t in 
a w ar w h ich  is not the irs , D r. P e tion i takes a fu r th e r step and 
finds h im se lf in  the S ta lin is t cam p. The S ta lin is ts  say today 
(Oct. 6: we have to m a rk  the date because nobody, no t even 
they, know w ha t they w il l  be saying tom orrow ) th a t the w a r 
is an im p e ria lis t w a r. D r. P etion i says th a t the w a r is an im ­
p e ria lis t w a r. There fore , say the S ta lin is ts  to D r. P e tion i. le t 
us w ork  together aga inst the w a r and fo r the em ancipa tion  of 
the co lon ia l peoples, etc.

A lie  th a t is h a lf a tru th  is ever the b lackest of lies. The 
S ta lin is t po licy  is in  re a lity  a tra p  to catch the Negroes and 
m ake (fiem  serve the basest in te rests of w o rld  reaction.

When the H itle r-S ta lin  pact was signed, the S ta lin is ts  were at 
the peak o f the five -yea r cam paign fo r a w a r of the “ dem oc­
rac ies”  aga inst the fasc is t aggressors. Said Jam es F o rd  in  his 
book “ The Negro and the D em ocra tic  F ro n t” , "M y  earnest 
opinion is th a t we w ould m ake a tra g ic  e rro r in  g iv in g  our sup­
p o rt to any m em ber of the B erlin -R om e-Tokyo a llia n ce .”  Even 
a fte r the p a c t was signed, F o rd  continued to ag ita te  fo r  A m e r­
ic a ’s en try  in to  the w a r. In  the A m ste rdam  News o f Sept. 23, 
appears a le tte r by F o rd  dated Aug. 31. In  i t  he says:

“ The Soviet U nion pursues the po licy  of peacefu l in tercourse 
w ith  a ll nations and is a th re a t to no na tion , ready a t a ll tim es 
to en ter in to  such a lliances w ith  the dem ocra tic  powers to assure 
w o rld  peace.

“ We see i t  as our du ty  as Am ericans to support th is  po licy 
w ith  a ll our power, to en lis t the support of our governm ent fo r 
cooperative action aga inst acts of aggression and to im p lem en t 
th is  po licy  by strengthen ing  the dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f the people 
in  th is  hour o f c r is is .”
Swallowing a Bitter Pill

The strengthen ing  of dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  is the sugar. The p ill 
is to  en lis t the support o f ou r governm ent fo r  cooperative action 
aga inst acts of aggression.”  T h a t m eant w a r. The whole S ta lin ­
is t po licy  fo r  the previous fiv e  years was an inc item en t to w ar 
by the “ dem ocracies”  and the Soviet U nion to stop H it le r .

A fte r F o rd ’s le tte r, however, the in te rn a tio n a l s itua tion  de­
veloped ra p id ly . Russia invaded Poland and shared in  its  p a r­
tit io n . As tim e  w ent on, i t  became c lea r th a t S ta lin  was ty in g  
the fu tu re  of Russia to the v ic to ry  o f H it le r . I f  A m e rica  w ent in  
to the w a r to f ig h t fo r  “ dem ocracy”  i t  m eant th a t a ve ry  pow er­
fu l coun try  w ould now be a llied  to the enemies o f H it le r , S ta lin  s 
a lly . The v ic to ry  of H it le r , o r i f  no t his v ic to ry , a t least the 
saving of H it le r  fro m  defeat, has become a t the present stage, 
a v ita l necessity fo r  S ta lin  and S ta lin is t polic ies. Im m e d ia te ly  
the S ta lin is ts  d iscover th a t the w a r is an im p e ria lis t w a r they 
begin to shed tears  fo r the su ffe rings o f the colonia ls. They raise 
the slogan o f opposition to the w ar.

I t  sounds a llr ig h t u n til you rea lize  th a t w ha t they w an t is 
to save H it le r , S ta lin ’s a lly , fro m  defeat.

Is  D r. P e tion i p repared to endorse th is  cyn ica l use of the 
Negro re vo lu tiona ry  masses as a m ere pawn in  S ta lin is t fo r ­
eign policy? O r is he m e re ly  caught by the su p e rfic ia l resem ­
blance of the S ta lin is t po licy  to his own hatred  of B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism ?

And i f  he has been trapped, w ha t is the reason fo r i t .  I t  is 
because he has no t taken his own opposition to B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism  to its  log ica l conclusion. O pposition to B r it is h  im p e ria lism  
can not s tay iso la ted. You m ust be opposed to F rench  im per-1 present "dem ocra tic ”  fo rm  of 
ia lis m  also, to G erm an im p e ria lis m , and to A m erican . You governm ent? K ip lin g e r answers 
m ust m a in ta in  an undev ia ting  opposition to a ll of them . You in  one b lun t sentence, 
m ust ca ll on Negroes everyw here  a t a ll tim es, to  use a ll th e ir 
e ffo rts  to f ig h t aga inst im p e ria lis m  in w ar as w e ll as in  peace.
Once you grasp th is , you are in  a position where you w il l  not 
a llow  yourse lf to be used by one im p e ria lis m  aga inst the other.
And you are in  a position also to see the tru e  s ign ificance o f the 
S ta lin is t change fro m  w a r fo r  dem ocracy in  A ugust to opposi­
tion  to w a r fo r  dem ocracy in  Septem ber. To th is  ve ry  m om ent 
the S ta lin is ts  do no t ca ll on a ll the W orkers, Negroes and a ll, 
w herever they are, to prepare  fo r  the re vo lu tio n a ry  overth row  
of ca p ita lism , the estab lishm ent o f soc ia lism  and the independ­
ence o f the co lon ia l peoples.
The Road of Revolutionary Struggle

They don’t  because i f  the in te rn a tio n a l position should change 
as i t  w e ll m ay, you w il l  fin d  the S ta lin is ts , w ith  th a t pecu lia r 
brazeness w h ich  d istinguishes them , so lem nly te llin g  150,000,000 
a ll over the w o rld  th a t i t  is th e ir  business now to f ig h t fo r  B r i t ­
ish, F rench, and A m erican  “ dem ocracy”  aga inst fa sc is t aggres­
sion. These treacherous scoundrels have done i t  before and w il l  
do i t  again. A ll th is  the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  has expla ined 
in  a pam ph le t “ W hy the Negro Should Oppose the W a r”  w h ich  
w il l  be on the m a rke t in  a few  days. The C aribbean U nion w il l  
hold a mass m eeting on O ct. 19 a t St. Jam es P resby te rian  
Church (St. N icholas Ave. and 141 St.) where H a rle m  Negroes 
w il l  discuss th e ir  a ttitude  tow a rd  the w a r. Negroes should ge t 
hold of th is  pam ph le t and c u rre n t copies o f the Socia list Appeal.
There they w il l  see not on ly an analysis of the w a r b u t a p ro ­
g ram  of action w h ich  w il l  show them  the road o f re vo lu tiona ry  
strugg le  and m ake them  im m une fro m  c a p ita lis t propaganda 
and S ta lin is t tr ic k e ry .

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
occupied territories. Here an analogy literally offers itself. 
The first Bonaparte halted the revolution by means o f a 
m ilitary dictatorship. However, when the French troops 
invaded Poland, Napoleon signed a decree: “ Serfdom is 
abolished." This measure was dictated not by Napoleon’s 
sympathies for the peasants, nor by democratic principles 
but rather by the fact that the Bonapartist dictatorship 
based itself not on feudal, but on bourgeois property rela­
tions. Inasmuch as Stalin’s Bonapartist dictatorship bases 
itself not on private but on state property, the invasion of 
Poland by the Red Arm y should, in the nature o f the case, 
result in the abolition o f private capitalist property, so as 
thus to bring the regime o f the occupied territories into 
accord with the regime o f the USSR.

This measure, revolutionary in character— “ the expro­
priation o f the expropriators” — is in this case achieved in a 
military-bureaucratic fashion. The appeal to independent 
activity on the part o f the masses in the new territories— 
and without such an appeal, even i f  worded with extreme 
caution it is impossible to constitute a new regime— w ill on 
the morrow undoubtedly be suppressed by ruthless police 
measures in order to assure the preponderance o f the bu­
reaucracy over the awakened revolutionary masses. This is 
one side o f the matter. But there is another. In order to 
gain the possibility o f occupying Poland through a m ilitary 
alliance with H itler, the Kremlin for a long time deceived 
and continues to deceive the masses in the USSR and in 
the whole world, and has thereby brought about the com­
plete disorganization o f the ranks o f its own Communist 
International. The primary political criterion for us is not 
the transformation o f property relations in this or another, 
area, however important these may be in themselves, but 
rather the change in the consciousness and organization of 
the world proletariat, the raising o f their capacity for de­
fending former conquests and accomplishing new ones. 
From this one, and the only decisive standpoint, the politics 
o f Moscow, taken as a whole, wholly retain their reaction­
ary character and remain the chief obstacle on the road to 
the world revolution.

Our general appraisal o f the Kremlin and Comintern 
does not? however, alter the particular fact that the statifi- 
cation of property in the occupied territories is in itself a 
progressive measure. We must recognize this openly. Were 
H itle r on (he morrow to throw his armies against the East, 
to restore “ law and order”  in Eastern Poland, the advanced 
workers would defend against H itle r these new property 
forms established by the Bonapartist Soviet bureaucracy.

Our Course Remains Unchanged
The statification o f the means of production is, as we 

said, a progressive measure. But its progressiveness is rela­
tive; its specific weight depends on the sum-total o f all the 
other factors. T hus, we must first and foremost establish 
that the extension o f the territory dominated by bureau­
cratic autocracy and parasitism, cloaked by “ socialist" 
measures, can augment the prestige o f the Kremlin, engen­
der illusions concerning the possibility of replacing the 
proletarian revolution by bureaucratic maneuvers and so 
on. This evil by far outweighs the progressive content of 
Stalinist reforms in Poland. In order that nationalized 
property in the occupied areas, as well as in the USSR, be­
come a basis fo r genuinely progressive, that is to say so­
cialist development, it is necessary to overthrow the Mos­
cow’ bureaucracy. Our program retains, consequently, all 
its validity, lhe  events did not catch us unaware. I t  is nec­
essary only to interpret them correctly. I t  is necessary to 
understand clearly that sharp contradictions are contained 
in the character o f the USSR and in her international posi­
tion. It  is impossible to free oneself from those contra­
dictions with the help o f terminological sleight-of-hand 
( “ Workers State” — “ Not Workers State.” ) We must take 
the facts as they are. We must build our policy by taking as 
our starting point the real relations and contradictions.

We do not entrust the Kremlin w ith any historic m is­
sion. We were and remain against seizures o f new’ te rri­
tories by the Kremlin. We are for the independence o f So­
viet Ukraine, and i f  the Byelo Russians themselves wish—- 
of Soviet Byelo Russia. A t the same time in the sections 
of Poland occupied by the Red Army, partisans o f the 
Fourth International must play the most decisive part in 
expropriating the landlords and capitalists, in dividing the 
land among the peasants, in creating Soviets and Workers’ 
Committees, etc. While so doing, they must preserve their 
poltical independence, they must fight during elections to 
the Soviets and factory committees for the complete inde­
pendence of the latter from the bureaucracy, and they must 
conduct revloutionary propaganda in the spirit o f distrust 
towards the Kremlin and its local agencies.

But let us suppose that H itle r turns his weapons against 
the East and invades territories occupied by the Red Army. 
Under these conditions, partisans o f the Fourth Interna­
tional, without changing in any w’ay their attitude toward 
the Kremlin oligarchy, wdll advance to the forefront as the 
most urgent task of the hour, the m ilitary resistance against 
Hitler, lh e  workers will say, “ We cannot cede to H itle r 
the overthrowing o f Stalin ; that is our ozvn task". During 
the m ilitary struggle against H itler, the revolutionary

workers w ill strive to enter into the closest possible com­
radely relations with the rank-and-file fighters o f the Red 
Army. W hile arms in hand they deal blows to H itler, the 
Bolshevik-Leninists w ill at the same time conduct revolu­
tionary propaganda against Stafin preparing his overthrow 
at the next and perhaps very near stage.

1 his kind o f “ defense o f the USSR” wdll naturally differ, 
as heaven does from earth, from the official defense which 
is now being conducted under the slogan : “ For the Father- 
land! hor Stalin!”  Our defense o f the USSR is carried on 
under the slogan: “ For Socialism! For the world revolu­
tio n ! Against S talin!”  In order that these two varieties o f 
“ Defense o f the USSR" do not become confused in the 
consciousness of the masses it is necessary to know clearly 
and precisely how to formulate slogans which correspond 
to the concrete situation. But above a ll 'i t  is necessary to 
establish clearly just what we are defending, just how we 
are defending it, against whom we are defending it. Our 
slogans w ill create confusion among the masses only i f  we 
ourselves do not have a clear conception o f our tasks
CONCLUSIONS:

We have no reasons whatsoever at the present time for 
changing our principled position in relation to the USSR.

W ar accelerates the various political processes. I t  may 
accelerate the process o f the revolutionary regeneration of 
the USSR. But it may also accelerate the process o f its 
final degeneration. For this reason it is indispensable that 
we follow painstakingly and without prejudice these mod­
ifications which war introduces into the internal life  o f the 
USSR so that we may give ourselves a timely accounting 
o f them.
- Our tasks in the occupied territories remain basically 

the same as in the USSR itse lf; but inasmuch as they are 
posed by events in an extremely sharp form, they enable 
us all the better to clarify our general tasks in relation to 
the USSR.

We must formulate our slogans in such a way that the 
workers see clearly just what we arc defending in the 
USSR, (state property and planned economy), and against 
whom we are conducting a ruthless struggle (the parasitic 
bureaucracy and their Comintern). We must not lose sight 
for a single moment o f the fact that the question o f over­
throwing the Soviet bureaucracy is fo r us subordinate to 
the question o f preserving state property in the means of 
production of the USSR; that the question of preserving 
state property in the means o f production in the USSR is 
subordinate for us to the question o f the world proletarian 
revolution.
September 25, 1939.

Big Business Sees 
Nation Herded Into 
lhe  War b y  Spring

O N  THE "INSIDE

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
of in ten tion -ta lk  about s tay ing  
ou t o f the w a r, bu t is  ac tua lly  
p reparing  to go in to  it.

Sorry i f  th is  shocks you, but 
i t  seems to us to be the fact.
W hat w il l  M -D ay do to our

Save the Bulletin of 
The Russian Opposition

The Russian O pposition B u i- m ust be heard p a rt ic u la r ly  a t 
le tin  is in  grave danger! P u b -,th is  tim e  when i t  can p la y  such 
lished in  F rance  fo r  the past an im p o rta n t ro le, 
few  years, the w a r c r is is  and j B u t we cannot do th is  alone, 
severe censorship there have We need you r help. We ask you 
fo rced  i t  to again seek a new to m ake the re g u la r appear- 
haven. I f  the B u lle tin  is  to  con- ance of the B u lle tin  possible by 
tinue in  existence, i t  m ust be m ak ing  a m on th ly  pledge o r an 
published in  the U n ited  S ta tes ' im m ed ia te  donation, 
or cease e n tire ly  a fte r te n j M ake you r check o r money 
years o f life  th rough  periods of o rde r payable  to the :
extrem e hardsh ip .

In  spite of the new obstacles 
placed in its  path—increased 
production costs and decreased 
European c ircu la tio n —we m ust 
keep the B u lle tin  a live . The 
voice o f the Russian O pposition

Russian Opposition B u lle tin  
116 U n ive rs ity  P lace 

New Y o rk , N . Y .

I f  we get in to  w a r, i t  means 
a com plete d ic ta to rsh ip , of 
course.
How w ill repeal o f the em ­

bargo a ffec t business? K ip ­
lin g e r answers:

“ Business e ffec t of cash-&- 
c a rry  is bound to be s tim u la t­
ing. I t  means orders and jobs. 
And th a t’s an in fluence FOR 
repea l of em bargo, despite 
pious ta lk  about “ p r in c ip le ”  
o r shuddery ta lk  about “ blood 
m oney” . Of course, m a te r ia l­

is tic  m otives w il l  be denied 
and deplored.
Has A m erican  business any­

th ing  to gain by p ro long ing  the 
w a r as long as possible? K ip ­
lin g e r answers:

F u rth e r business gains fo r 
1940 depend la rg e ly  on the 
size of w a r o rders, and on 
con tinua tion  o f the w a r itse lf.
I f  w a r goes on, as is  expect­
ed, m ost estim ates are tha t 
U.S. production fo r 1940 w il l  
be the h ighest o f any year 
since 1929.
H ow m uch h igher w il l  p rices 

go as a resu lt o f the w ar? K ip ­
lin g e r answers:

The Bureau of Labor S ta tis­
tics  wholesale p rice  index re ­
cently  was around 75. A t 
present i t  is around 80, and 
the average is  s t i l l  r is ing .

Somewhere between 5 and 
10 points gain in  the nex t 6 
m onths is expected by m ost 
govt, p rice  experts. T h is  is 
regarded as “ m odera te ” .
And w hat w il l  the W ar Deal 

do about p rice  rises? K ip lin g e r 
answ ers:

A d m in is tra tio n  w ants h igh­
er fa rm  prices, and recog­
nizes fa c t th a t m any o ther 
raw  m a te ria ls  are  en titled  to 
M O D E R A TE  p rice  increases.

So the fears of h igher prices 
a rc  la rg e ly  crocodile  fears.
Is the W ar Deal r ig h t now en­

gaged in p reparations fo r  going 
to w ar? K ip lin g e r answ ers:

W ar taxes, i f  U.S. enters 
w a r: Studies are being qu ie t­
ly  made.

nearingD ra ft plans are 
com p le tion : A im  is com plete 
selective serv ice , w ith  vo lun­
teers discouraged. O bjective  
is. “ E ve ry  m an in  his m ost 
useful place, c iv il  o r m il i ­
ta r y .”

R eg iste r a ll men 18-to-45, 
m ake .them  sub ject to m i l i ­
ta ry  orders.

Take those fro m  21-to-30 fo r 
A C T IV E  m ilita ry  service. . . 
f irs t.

WPA w orkers  of proper 
ages are candidates fo r the 
m ili ta ry , but th is  is a sub ject 
w hich o ffic ia ls  discuss g inger­
ly .

Wage-hour law would 
stand, but new emphasis 
would be g iven to m ilita ry  
needs, resu lting  in  f le x ib il ity . 
And th is  is one reason w hy an 
a rm y o ffice r, Col. F lem ing  
m ay soon replace E lm e r A n­
drews.

R a ilroads have been served 
notice th a t i f  U.S. goes to 
w a r, and i f  they don’t  speed 
up A T  ONCE on plans fo r 
handling w a r tra ff ic , they are 
candidates fo r govt, opera­
tion. Th is notice is “ o ff ic ia l” .

F o r power com panies, the 
govt, has w a r plans w h ich  in ­
volve extensive in te rconnec­
tions o f fa c ilit ie s  of p riva te  
and pub lic  plants.
W hat m ili ta ry  com m itm ents  

has the W ar Deal a lready  made 
to the A llie d  Powers? K ip lin g e r 
answ ers :

T he re ’s close tie -in  between 
govts, of B r ita in , France,- 
U.S. on w a r purchases here. 
Agents o f these countries con­
su lt each o ther, through 
State, W ar, N avy Depts. and 
new ly created W ar Resources 
Board, to p reven t in te rfe r­
ence w ith  our own in d u s tria l 
m ob iliza tion  p rogram .

P ra c tic a lly , m a te r ia lly , the 
U.S. is a lready an a lly  in  w a r, 
despite the legal and techn i­
ca l “ n e u tra lity ” .

STALIN ORDERS 
NEW RUSSIAN 
PARTY PURGE

Chicago CP H it Hard by 
Rank and File Protest

A N N O U N C EM EN TS I B O U N D LESSLY  L O Y A L  TO
R n o , „  RnTT„ „ „  . . „ . I OUR P A R T Y  A N D  C A P A B LE

OOKS BO U G H T in lots o r in C F  D E F E N D IN G  T H E  CAUSE 
single volum es. E stim a tes ' OP XH E  C O M M U N IST P A R T Y
given on request. W rite  or 
v is it Labor Bookshop, 116 
U n ive rs ity  P lace. N .Y .C .

D IN N E R  to be held by the IN ­
D IA  W E L F A R E  L E A G U E  
O F A M E R IC A . 49th S treet, 
near 7th Avenue. Saturday, 
O ctober 7 a t 7:30 p .m . P ro m ­
inen t In d ia n  speakers w il l  be 
present. $1.00.

Expulsions on Grand Scale Begin as Mem- 
(Continued from  Page 1) bers Question Wisdom of Stalinist Line

tions to the loca l Soviets; and 
la s t bu t no*- least (5) the de­
ve lop ing! c r is is  in  econom y. (S pec ia l to the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l) oc the fo re ign  po licy  o f the So- 
S ta lin  is p repa ring  fo r the la t- CHICAGO, 111.—Despite the v ie t U nion w h ich  a t tim es d id  
esi , . em erf ency- cam paign of s ilence in  the o f f i- jn o t correspond w ith  the in te r-

The on ly passage fro m  th e .c ia l S ta lin is t press re g a rd in g ' ests o f the in te rn a tio n a l w ork- 
C entra l C om m ittee d irec tives  the a ttitude  of m em bers o f the . ing  class. He had hoped th a t re ­
re la tin g  to the new elections J Com m unist" P a rty  d u rin g  the I fo rm  of the C om m unist In te r- 
p rin ted  by P ravda  in  bold ty p e : recen t zig-zags in  po licy , i t  h a s 'n a tio n a l w ould solve the prob- 
,i‘ a tten tion  o f th e jie m , bu t he was now convinced

^  ^  th a t re fo rm  was im possib le  and
th a t he was leav ing  the o rgan i­
zation to become once m ore a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t. When 
tlie  m otion  to expel was f in a lly  
ca rr ie d , a large num ber o fYC L- 
ers and sym path izers w alked 
out in  sym pa thy  w ith  the ex­
pelled m em ber. Some o f these 
are now being slated fo r  ex- 
pusion.

W ord has reached us, unco r­
robora ted  as ye t, o f severa l ex ­
pulsions in  the Jack  London 
B ranch  o f the Y C L  as w e ll as 
breaks in  the CP on the South 
Side. M ore  in fo rm a tio n  on the

is as fo llow s:
"T H E  P A R A M O U N T T A S K ; Chicago o ffice  of the S ocia list 

OF A L L  T H E  P A R T Y  O R G A N -; W orkers P a rty  th a t there  are 
IZA T IO N S  IN  T H E  C O M IN G  serious repercussions among 
E LE C T IO N S  IS  TO ASSURE | the rank  and file . T h a t there  is 
T H E  E LE C T IO N  TO T H E 1 serious resistance by m any 
L E A D IN G  P A R T Y  ORGANS j m em bers of the CP and Y C L  to 
O F TH O R O U G H LY  T E S T E D ! the recen t polices o f S ta lin ism  
B O LS H E V IK S  W H O  A R E I is ev ident fro m  the wave of ex-

TO T H E IR  LA ST B R E A T H .”  
Then fo llow s th is  s ig n ifica n t 

passage: “ D u rin g  the la s t year 
hundreds of thousands of can­
didates have been accepted as 
m em bers of the C om m unist

pulsions w hich has ju s t s ta rted . 
A t the Shachtm an and G oldm an 
mass m eetings held here in 
Chicago groups of d is illus ioned 
com m unists were w e ll in  ev- 
dence.

In  the H um bo ld t P a rk  Y outh 
Club ( fo rm e r ly  D im itro ff  B r . o f 
the Y C L ), two o r three young

P a rty  of the Soviet U n ion ; hun­
dreds of thousands of em inent 
people have jo ined the ranks o f 
the p a r ty .”  I t  is fro m  the ranks 

lo f these new “ hundreds o f thou- 
-  sands”  th a t new leaders are to

An a ttra c tiv e  poster has 
been prepared to advertise  
the co lum n in the Socia list 
Appeal by J. R. Johnson on 
“ The Negro Question” . The 
use of these posters on news­
stands and at m eetings w il l  
help to increase the sale of 
the paper to the Negro w o rk ­
ers. The posters are on sale 
fo r five  cents by the N a tion ­
a l Negro D ept., 116 U n ive r­
s ity  P lace, New Y o rk  C ity .

be elected. P ravda  m akes no 
bones about it ,  c itin g  S ta lin ’s 
d irec tives  to the E igh teenth  
P a rty  Congress in  re la tio n  to 
the “ advancem ent o f new  cad­
res ,”  the e d ito ria l states ca te­
g o ric a lly :

F r ic tio n  on Top
“ Comrade S ta lin ’s d ire c tive  

m ust be rea lized in  the com ing 
elections; i t  m ust be taken as 
the s ta rtin g  po in t fo r advancing 
candidates to the p a rty  bureas, 
reg ional and c ity  p a rty  com ­
m itte e s .”

A ppa ren tly  there is fr ic t io n  
among the tops. F o r there is a

expelled and i t  seems
C om m unists have a lready  been la tte r  w il l  be fo rth co m in g  in

ve ry  the nex t few  days. One th in g  is 
evident— the C om m un is t P a rty  
and Y C L  are in  fo r  an aw fu l 
shock in  th e ir  m em bersh ip  f ig ­
ures. When the n e x t p a rty  re g ­
is tra tio n  is held there  w il l  be 
many" m iss ing . These people, i f  
they w ish to rem a in  in  the re v ­
o lu tiona ry  m ovem ent and fig h t 
fo r the em ancipa tion  o f the 
w o rk in g  class, have on ly one 
path before them . T h a t is the 
pa th  of the 4th In te rn a tio n a l.

lik e ly  th a t another e igh t o r nine 
w il l  fo llow  sh o rtly . E ven  those 
expelled were astounded a t the 
lack  of dem ocracy th a t was 
supposed to e x is t in  the Y C L  
since Joe S ta lin  made his so- 
ca lled  dem ocra tic  constitu tion .

Lack  o f D em ocracy 
We have i t  on good a u th o rity  

th a t one o f the lead ing  com ­
rades of the H um bo ld t P a rk  
Y outh Club (outsiders were a l­
lowed to be present a t th is  
m eeting) who was expelled la s t 
week was g iven on ly-th ree  m in ­
utes to express his v iew s to the 
m em bersh ip . A fte r his plea 
th a t one who had belonged to 
the Y C L  and P ioneers fp r th e ' 
last fifte e n  years should be g iv ­
en adequate tim e  to present his

.____. . , . ,. views he was a llow ed-the grand
S ir , S  Z â V " Z hJ  to ta l of five  m inutes. The reso-
fhpt0i n l n Ch/ ' r HmindS” tha^  lutroVexpelling Wm w l s ^ n ^ f

I ? , c l e n  i °  t  e uppef  erroneous sta tem ents w h ich  the i bodies w il l  take place in  s ix
|m onths, in  accordance w ith  the Y C Le r h a rd ly  had tim e  to deny. 

He denied the accusations in  
one sta tem ent and launched in ­
to an a tta ck  aga inst the line  of 
the League. He m a in ta ined  th a t 

. .. . , , . as a young com m un is t f t  was
™  111611 den0tea no t in  h is nor his class in te res ts

statutes.
The assumed calm ness o f the 

o ffic ia l press is a c le a r token of 
the tenseness o f the s itua tion .

th a t a s to rm  is b rew ing ; and 
the “ H e lm sm an”  is again 
c lea ring  the decks!

to a lly  h im se lf w ith  any o rg a n i­
zation w h ich  defended any of 
the two w a rr in g  im p e ria lis t 
cam ps.

M ore E xpuls ions Ahead
He m a in ta ined  th a t the po licy  

of the league was dependent up-
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent l iv in g  fo r every w orke r.
2. Open the id le  fac to ries—operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ contro l.
3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r Federa l pub lic w orks 

and housing p rogram .
4 . T h ir ty - th ir ty !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 

30-hour weekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r weekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

lì. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F am ilie s .
7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.
8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.
1#. An independent Labor P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense Guards aga inst v ig ila n te  

and Fasc is t a ttacks.
12. F u ll socia l, p o lit ic a l and economic equa lity  

fo r the Negro people.

Hitler’s Peace
The great German m ilitary scientist of the 

Nineteenth Century, Clausewitz, made the pro­
found and often-repeated statement that “ W ar 
is a continuation o f politics by other means.”

H itle r’s Reichstag proposals for a settlement 
o f the present European conflict makes it pos­
sible to add to Clausewitz’s maxim that “ Peace 
is a continuation of war by other means,”  or. 
“ Peace is an interval between wars.”

H itle r’s peace, like Plitler’s war, is imperial­
istic through and through. It is cjuite natural 
that he should now propose peace, which suits 
him for two reasons.

First, i f  his peace terms are accepted by 
France and England, which is most unlikely, the 
result would not only be a great moral victory 
for Germany, but would give H itle r an oppor­
tunity to digest the gains he has made thus far 
and strengthen himself for the next advance 
against his imperialist rivals.

Second, i f  his peace terms are rejected, he w ill 
seek to pose as the unwilling combattant who, 
though a lover of peace, was forced to continue 
the war by the bellicose and bloodthirsty rulers 
of the opposing nations. In  this event, his hand 
w ill undoubtedly be strengthened at least among 
certain sections of the German people. In  addi­
tion, his direct agents and friends in the so- 
called “ democracies”  —  and they run from the 
F ritz  Kuhns to sections of the British and 
French ruling classes— w ill have a better basis 
for arguing that a settlement o f the war on H it ­
ler’s present terms, w ith the possibility o f turn ­
ing Germany’s expansionist lust against Russia, 
is far preferable to a protracted war which w ill 
menace the older empires with dissolution and—  
horror of horrors! -— w ith revolutionay upris­
ings.

Yet, attractive as H itler's peace may seem to 
certain people, among them those who think that 
even the worst peace is better than the best war, 
labor must reject it out o f hand.

Reject it in order to support the war of the 
“ democracies” ? N O ! Not for a minute and not 
in the slightest degree. Their peace and their 
war do not differ from H itle r’s in any important 
sense. For years following the last W orld War, 
England and France were for peace— T H E IR  
peace. And their peace meant the peaceful (that 
is, the unopposed) exploitation of the conquests 
they made in the war; their peace meant the 
continued subjection o f their former and poten­
tial imperialist competitor, Germany, to the rank 
of a third-class power. Their war has the same 
objective.

i t  would, however, be idle to deny that the 
“ democratic”  imperialist statesmen have very 
cunningly exploited for their own base aims the 
sound feelings o f the European masses. The 
people everywhere hate Hitlerism. The people 
everywhere feel that so long as Hitlerism is in 
power, there is no possibility of peace, no secur­
ity against war. This tru th  is cleverly played 
upon by the war-mongers who repeat it in their 
propaganda every day so as to make available 
a steady supply o f cannon-fodder.

But this truth is only a part o f the whole truth. 
Hitlerism means war and the constant threat or 
war only in the sense that so long.,as the empires 
o f the world are in the hands of the British and 
French and American ruling classes, just so long 
w ill the “ poor”  powers seek to take them over 
for their own exploitation, either by war or by 
“ peaceful”  means.

The threat o f war, war itself, is inherent in

the rule of imperialism. Under that rule, no last­
ing peace is possible. Under that rule, what is 
called “ peace”  is only a breathing-spell between 
wars during which one or another gnag of im­
perialist pirates assimilates its spoils and girds 
for the conquest of new loot.

The “ democrats”  lie when they say that peace 
will be assured i f  they inflict a m ilitary defeat 
upon H itler. They and their rule were an indis­
pensable ingredient in the forces that brought 
Hitlerism into existence and into power. I f  tjiese 
forces remained, and Adolph H itle r were de­
feated tomorrow, another H itle r or worse would 
arise the day after, and along with him his hor­
rible wars and his worthless peace treaties.

The masses o f the people long for peace and 
security. They can no longer stand a situation 
in which the sword of war hangs over them by 
a thread, week in and week out. L ife  is a night­
mare when they do not know whether they w ill 
wake up tomorrow to find that they are being 
sent to the trenches to be slaughtered, or to live 
through a precarious peace for another day.

Peace and security— these are impossible un­
der imperialism today. They can only be achieved 
by crushing the monster that rules the world. 
They can only be achieved by establishing a new. 
sane and orderly society, the classless order of 
socialism. Only then w ill the nightmare of H it ­
ler's and Chamberlain’s and Roosevelt’s war and 
peace be removed from the life o f mankind and 
relegated to an irrevocable past.

New W P A  Cuts
Quietly, somewhere on an obscure inside page, 

the newspapers reported this Thursday that 
Lieut. Col. Brehon B. Somervell, W P A  Admin­
istrator in New York, announced cuts in the 
wages of 43,000 W P A  clerks, typists and guards 
of from $5.20 to $20.80 per month.

«Unlike the September wage cuts on W PA, 
which were carried out on the pretext that they 
were required to conform with the new Federal 
Relief Act that pay scales in various parts of 
the country be equalized (a fancy word for 
“ lowered” ), the new cuts represent, according 
to Somervell, an independent act of the admin­
istration in Washington.

The government can’t afford to keep the 
W PA workers on the old wage scale, to say 
nothing o f raising it. I t  is true that the cost of 
living has risen and continues to rise higher 
every day, but just the same the government 
can't afford it. I t  hasn’t too much money and 
what little it has available it must expend fru ­
gally and only for the most urgent necessities.

And since when is the life  of an unemployed 
worker an urgent necessity?

Billions for arms and munitions— those are 
urgent necessities.

Millions for a bigger and better airfleet to 
rain down death upon the people— that is an 
urgent necessity.

M illions from the Export-Import Bank to 
Latin American countries do facilitate trade and 
profit of American employers— that is an urgent 
necessity.

But money for the unemployed ? Sorry, none is 
available.

By the eternal, i t ’s things like this that make 
us proud o f the government we live under, and 
make us determined to fight to the last drop of 
our blood to maintain that government in the 
next war.

Any other suckers?

Democratic Diet
It seems to us that there are a lot of disgrun­

tled and subversive elements, probably foreign 
spies or good-for-nothing agitators, who are try- 
in«- to make a lot of hullabaloo about the miserieso

of war. Some of them even go so far as to say 
that while the rich get richer in the war, the poor 
get nothing but grief.

An announcement in the press, however, 
shows that at least in the present war the masses 
are going to be very well taken care of by the 
belligerent governments.

Take France, for example. Nobody’s going to 
go hungry i f  the Great French Democracy can 
help it. The press announcement says.that the 
FTench government has suspended all import 
duties on fresh and refrigerated horse meat until 
December 31.

Now that’s what we call a thoughtful provi­
sion of an adequate and cheap supply o f a good 
Democratic staple. Putting aside all false senti­
mentalism, the French Popular Front govern­
ment says: Horses be damned, so long as the 
people get enough to eat!

For breakfast, the average FYcnchman can 
have a dish of braised horse kidneys. A  spot of 

'lunch might be limited to breast o f horse en cas­
serole. For dinner, some horse rump roast or, for 
variety, a couple o f horse-chops, not too rare.

That, at least, w ill make up the French Demo­
cratic Diet until December 31. Beginning w ith 
the new year, the rigors of war may compel the 
government to provide simpler and more frugal 
fare. And i f  anybody should be so infernally un­
patriotic as to protest against the change, Dalad- 
ier may well reply in paraphrase of Marie Antoin­
ette : “ I f they can’t  get horses, let ’em eat rats.’-’

Brutality, Terror and Starvation— 
The Measure of Life Under Hitler

From Our Comrades Comes a Picture of H itler Germany: 
Increasing Bureaucratization in Every Sphere of Existence 
As the W hip of Deeper Repression Falls Upon the Masses

By JE N
(This a rtic le , published in  the 

Ju ly  issue of “ Unser W o rt,”  is 
especia lly  tim e ly —though w r it ­
ten before the w a r began—as 
an inside p ic tu re  of G erm any 
under fasc is t ru le  today.—E d.)

The m ore the N ationa l Social­
is t reg im e has succeeded in 
consolidating itse lf, the m ore 
bu reaucra tic  has i t  become. 
S im ultaneously w ith  the d isap­
pearance of sm a ll businesses 
(the sm a ll shopkeepers are 
forced to pa rtic ip a te  in  the na­
tiona l labor serv ices), the n u m ­
ber o f offices and o ffic ia ls  has 
grow n in unprecedented num ­
bers. Since eve ry th ing  is funda ­
m en ta lly  state business, a spe­
c ia l o ffice  is created fo r  a lm ost 
anyth ing , which, fo r  appear­
ance’s sake, is opened w ith  a 
lo t of cerem ony.

New o ffice  bu ild ings are be­
ing  erected in a ll G erm an loca l­
itie s—a ll in  the one sty le  pe r­
m itted , “ s im p le  sternness,”  bu t 
a c tu a lly  expressing on ly a so­
ber, fr ig id  hardness. E ve ry  
head makes h im se lf and his 
bureau as im p o rta n t as possi­
ble. Thus the bu reaucra tic  can­
cer constantly  eats deeper and 
deeper.
LO C KED  IN  T H E  V IS E  
O F FASCIST ECONOMY

The bu reaucra tic  Nazi state 
in  general tends to m ake depen­
dent upon itse lf as m any eco­
nom ic un its  as is possible. Th is 
is shown especia lly in  housing, 
the m any state-supervised eco­
nom ic undertak ings and the 
m anagem ent of h ighways. F eu ­
dal N a tiona l S ocia lis t ideology 
finds p ra c tica l expression in 
low sa laries and res tric tions  up­
on freedom  o f m oving  about. 
An en tire  a rm y  of sk illed  w o rk ­
ers today tra ve ls  th roughout 
G erm any, m ost o f whom  were 
fo rc ib ly  re-educated and sent 
cu t by Defense H eadquarters 
and 4-year P lan A dm in is tra - 
t i o n s w herever a rm am ent 
w orks m ake them  needed.

L a te ly , N a tiona l Socia lism  
has tr ie d  to m ake its  w ay m ore 
and m ore in to  everyone’s p r i­
va te  life . Here Ley and H im m ­
le r com plem ent one another 
quite w e ll. One holds ou t the 
b a it o f “ jo y fu l re la xa tio n .”  The 
other threatens everyone who 
desires to lead his life  accord­
ing  to “ lib e ra l p rin c ip le s ”  w ith  
the concentra tion  cam p. I t  is 
im possib le fo r anyone in  G er­
m any today to escape th is  vise. 
In  some w ay o r o ther the m ost 
in d iffe re n t co llide  w ith  N a tiona l 
S ocia lism  and m ust the re fo re  
reco il. The resu lt depends en­
tire ly  on how fa r  one p e rm its  
h im se lf to go. A fte r a ll, these 
are the same people who so 
fra n tic a lly  applaud the F uehre r 
when he appears somewhere 
and then te ll one another H it le r  
jokes when he has le ft!

I f  a young so ld ie r suffers 
fro m  harsh service, then h is a t­
titude  tow ards the reg im e be­
comes negative. B u t i f  he is 
prom oted to a pe tty  o ffice r, i t  
becomes positive . The c a p ita l­
is t is ang ry  about bureaucra tic  
res tric tions  prescribed by the 
4-Year P lan—negative a ttitude . 
B u t then, business is be tte r un­
der H it le r  a fte r a ll—positive  a t­
titude . I f  a c le rk  m ust w o rk  fo r 
tlje  Labo r F ro n t h is a ttitude  
w il l  be negative because he has 
to sacrifice  h is free tim e  B u t 
his a ttitude  w il l  change i f  his 
post b rings h im  advantages and 
p riv ileges . The professional 
w ith  a career before h im  fo r ­
gets the pe tty , eaeryday annoy­
ances and trave ls  the p re sc r ib ­
ed line w ith  the p rescribed en­
thusiasm —he is the pro to type 
o f the N a tiona l S ocia lis t o f to ­
day. The w orke r honored on 
posters, in re a lity  w ithou t 
rig h ts , keeps his tra p  shut t ig h t 
—also as prescribed.
S ILE N C E  OF T H E  
C O N C EN TR ATIO N  C AM P

In  G erm any today he who 
cannot keep his tra p  shut w e ll 
enough w ill su re ly  land in  the 
concentra tion cam p. The a r t of 
silence musft be m astered and 
is indus trious ly  p racticed . The 
concentra tion  cam p is a school 
w hich teaches its  subjects in  
concentrated fo rm —there  are a 
num ber of p repa ra to ry  schools, 
w ith  “ eas ie r”  requ irem ents. 
T ra in in g  camps, re-education 
cam ps, cam ps fo r teach ing 
“ com radesh ip .”  Camps fo r  s tu ­
dents, teachers, m erchants, 
technic ians, poets, tru c k -d r iv ­
ers, p rize fig h te rs  and m em bers 
of s ing ing  societies. E v e ry ­
where, a lw ays, there are cam ps 
in  w hich an o ff ic ia l “ com rade­
sh ip ”  is taugh t, as the m is tru s t­
ing  and icy  behavior o f these 
people who fo rc ib ly  spend some 
tim e  in them , is ca lled. E ve ry  
G erm an at one tim e  or other 
gets in to  one of these camps. 
N oth ing  bu t the o ff ic ia l slogans 
as heard over rad io  and press 
are g iven in the “ in s tru c tio n ”

a t these cam ps. B u t here they 
are heard w ith  em phasis! Since 
the G erm an hears no th ing  else 
these slogans penetrate his 
speech and his general views. 
So i t  is th a t on the one hand 
these same people curse the re ­
g im e and on the o ther hand, be­
lieve in  “ G erm an blood and 
e a rth .”  So i t  is th a t m ost G e r­
mans p ity  the Jew  and a t the 
same tim e  th in k  he is p re p a r­
ing  a w orld  w a r aga inst G e r­
m any.

F ea r of w a r is g rea t, bu t fe a r 
of revea ling  such a fe a r is 
g rea te r because o f dread o f the 
Gestapo. M ost G erm an people 
do not know how te r r ib ly  bad 
i t  is behind the barbed w ire  of 
the G e r m a n  concentra tion  
cam p. The tre a tm e n t o f p rison ­
ers in  the re g u la r ja ils  is  re l­
a tive ly  s t i l l  as i t  used to be, 
but in  the labor cam p ja ils  and 
co rrection  homes, in  the labor 
cam ps fo r  sw am p drainage, 
road bu ild ing  and construction  
of the W estw all, conditions are 
te rr ib le . Such excesses as oc­
curred  a t the Esterw ege cam p, 
where prisoners were fo rced to 
bite o ff the heads o f live  m ice 
and had to s it on p r iv y  seats 
fo r hours, are ra re r.
A TR O C IT IES  A R E  T H E  
R E G U LA R  P R A C TIC E

Beatings are the ru le  in  a ll 
cam ps—not only where the SS 
men but also where re g u la r 
functionaries  are in  contro l. 
The num ber of se lf-m u tila tions  
and a ttem pts  a t f l ig h t are ve ry  
h igh, h igher than is genera lly  
believed. I t  m ust also be kep t 
in  m ind th a t on ly the sm a lles t 
portion  of the prisoners are rea l 
c r im in a ls — m bst of them  are 
p o lit ica l opposition ists, hom o­
sexuals, re lig ious fana tics , etc. 
People who haven ’t com m itted  
any un law fu l act, bu t somehow 
or o ther got in  dutch w ith  the 
reg im e : an o ff ic ia l w ith  debts, 
a peasant who m isused his 
fa rm , young people who be­
came peddlers instead o f w o rk­
ing  in a fa c to ry , d runkards, 
comedians who were “ too fu n ­
n y ,”  people whose m ora l con­
ception of life  does not conform  
to the accepted, w orkers  who 
did not accept the w ork a llo tted  
to them  by the Labo r Office.

U nder the dem agogic b lan ­
ke t cha rac te riza tion  of “ lo a f­
e rs ”  there are in  the Sachsen- 
hausen . concentra tion  cam p 
near B e rlin  severa l thousand 
prisoners, m ost o f whom  fa ll 
in to  the fo llow ing  typ ica l ca t­
egory : A pa in te r l iv in g  in  Dues- 
se ldorf whose a r t d id n ’t  earn 
h im  enough bread w ent to the 
Labo r O ffice to ask fo r w ork. 
They wanted h im  to do road 
bu ild ing . Because of his weak 
constitu tion  he begged fo r  l ig h t­
e r w o rk . The nex t day he was 
arrested  by the SS and brought 
to Sachsenhausen. M any who 
have w orked th e ir  e n tire  lives 
now w ear the green arm -band 
because they fa ile d  to co n tr ib ­
ute m ore often a t co llections. 
(A green a rm  band is w orn by 
by “ lo a fe rs ,”  a red one by po­
lit ic a ls , homosexuals w ear a 
p ink  one, professional c r im in a ls  
blue and Jews ye llow .)

The G erm an people know th a t 
th ings are not so good in  the 
concentra tion  cam ps, bu t few 
have any idea w ha t unbe lieva­
ble a troc ities  are com m itted  
against the prisoners because 
t l ie ir  tongues are para lyzed 
once they leave th a t he ll. “ They 
say they w ant to re-educate us 
— in re a lity , they w ant to f in ­
ish us o ff .”  Th is is the opinion

oi a ll p risoners and i t  is the 
tru th . The SS guards are to ld  
to look upon everyone who 
comes in to  the cam p as op­
posed to the State and who, a t 
best, m ust be p hys ica lly  des­
troyed or a t least m ust be so 
broken th a t he w il l  be unable 
to even th in k  o f opposition. 
Some l ig h t is shed on these te r ­
r ib le  conditions by the fo llow ing  
e xa m p le :
A P IN G  T H E  TO R TU R ES 
OF T H E  IN Q U IS IT IO N

On C hris tm as, 1938. in  Sach­
senhausen, 29 prisoners com ­
m itted  suicide by touch ing the 
e le c trifie d  w ire  surrounding  the 
cam p. “ Leap ing  a t the w ire s ”  
is, fo r those who can ’t  stand i t  
any m ore, the usual th in g  in  the 
concentra tion  cam ps so as to 
pu t an end to the d a ily  m isery . 
The reason is not the d a ily  m is ­
e ry , p r im a r ily , but the fa c t th a t 
they m ust endure i t  fo r  a long 
tim e . Also, m any prisoners who 
can count on being freed sho rt­
ly  as “ loa fe rs ”  and m any of 
whom  do not rem a in  in camps 
fo r even a yea r, co m m it su i­
cide.

The occupants o f the concen­
tra tio n  cam ps w ork 12 hours 
da ily , inc lud ing  Sunday, w ith  
insu ffic ien t food. A fte r w ork 
they m ust exercise. L a s t w in te r 
in Sachsenhausen those who 
collapsed du ring  the exercises 
were s im p ly  covered w ith  snow. 
The guards beat, k ick  and 
shove w ith  th e ir r if le  butts at 
a ll tim es. The sick and old 
m ust w o rk  and exercise like  
everyone else. V e ry  few  repo rt 
s ick because i t  only means a 
beating or being deprived of 
food. F logg ing , fro m  5 to 75 
strokes, is the o ffic ia l cam p 
punishm ent. U no ffic ia l pun ish­
ments are u n lim ite d  in  num ber. 
They consist m a in ly  o f th u m b ­
s tre tch ing  and being hung by 
the arm s fro m  a tree—every 
to r tu re r can give his p a rtic u la r 
sad istic im pulses free re ign . 
The days when on ly w e ll known 
people were to rm ented  before 
the others are over. Today, no 

! one escapes c rue l m is trea t- 
Im ents. W hile the State w ishes 
! to keep pub lic  G erm an life  
m o ra lly  clean, a te r r ib le  wave 
of m o ra l co rrup tion  is ac tua lly  
sweeping over G erm any. Its  
v ic tim s  are those in opposition 
to the b a rb a ric  system  — the 
best p a rt o f the nation.

The “ s te rn e r”  the “ re-educa­
tio n ”  in  the concentra tion  
cam ps became, the worse be­
cam e the Gestapo inves tiga tion  
m e t h o d s .  Nevertheless, the 

'G e rm a n  courts, aided by the 
I Gestapo, t r y  to deceive w orld  
¡opinion. A section of the Ger- 
Im an press, w ith  a g rea t hulla- 
|baloo a t the end of A p r il, 1939,
1 reported  a t r ia l  aga inst m em ­
bers o f the ille g a l In te rn a tio n a l 
S ocia lis t F igh te rs  O rganization 
who were, in c id e n ta lly , con­
demned to an average of 5 
years each. In  bold faced type 
these rags reported  th a t the 
judge, a fte r po in ting  to fo re ign  
press reports , asked the defen­
dants w hether they had been 
m is trea ted  in the p re lim in a ry  
investiga tion . A ll declared th a t 
th is  was not the case. I t  is  per- 

jfe c tly  c lea r th a t they could do 
; no th ing bu t deny m is trea tm en t, 
i bu t how te rr ib le  the p re lim in - 
i a ry  investiga tion  m ust be is 
¡shown by the fa c t th a t in  a cen- 
• tra l G erm an c ity  in  w hich a 
j t r ia l  aga inst the ISFO  also took 
place, out of app ro x im a te ly  20 

! defendants 3 are a lready in  a 
'lu n a tic  asylum .

F ro m  Frances W inw ar, we have rece ived a copy 
of an open le tte r to the secre ta ry  o f the League o f 
A m erican  W rite rs  signed by fifte e n  w rite rs , w ith  
the request fo r  p ub lica tion  and e d ito r ia l com m ent 
in  our colum n.

A fte r read ing  the le tte r, we are ce rta in ly  glad 
to oblige.

The open le tte r to the S ta lin is t League sa ys :
“ Despite the w orld -shak ing  events th a t have oc- 

ubiquitous League o f A m erican  W rite rs  has no t 
cu rred  since A ugust 21, the fo rm e r ly  eloquent anti 
been heard fro m . N o th ing  on the w a r, no th ing  on 
the N azi-Soviet pact, no th ing  on the p a rtit io n  of 
Poland, in  fa c t, no th ing. Does th is  o rgan iza tion  
s t i l l  exist? I f  so, has i t  anyth ing  to say to A m e r­
ican w rite rs  and in te llec tua ls  on the fo llow ing  
questions?

1. W hat is the cha rac te r of the present w ar? 
Is  i t  an im p e ria lis t w a r o r a w ar o f the democ­
racies aga inst Fascism ?

2. W hat is the role o f the S ta lin  reg im e in  th is  
w ar? D id  the S tla in -H itle r pac t advance the cause 
of w o rld  peace or d id  i t  p rom ote F a sc is t aggres­
sion? Does the League approve o f the p a rt it io n  of 
Poland between G erm any and Russia?

“ 3. Does the League s t i l l  hold th a t the U nited 
States should cooperate w ith  the Soviet U nion in 
o rde r to stop the onw ard rush of Fascism ?

“ 4. -Does the League s t i l l  m a in ta in  th a t the 
U n ited  States should adopt a 'co llec tive  s e c u r ity ’ 
po licy? I f  so, w ha t countries should be included 
in such a com m on fron t?

“ 5. Does the League of A m erican  W rite rs  s t i l l  
consider the C om m unist P a rty  to be a fo rce  fo r 
peace, dem ocracy, and socia lism ?

“ I f  the League of A m erican  W rite rs  can recover 
its  voice, we sha ll be glad to hear its  re p lie s .’ ’

The open le tte r is signed by John Dewey, F red  
Dupee. Jam es F a rre ll,  B. D. N. G reban ie r, Louis 
H acker. Sidney Hook, Suzanne L a F o lle tte , F e rd in ­
and Lundberg , Eugene Lyons, M ax N om ad, W il­
lia m  P h illip s , P h illip  R ahv, M eye r Schapiro, B e il 
S tolberg and F rances W inw ar. And w ha t makes 
the open le tte r in te res ting  is no t so m uch the aa- 
diess to w hich i t  is sent, bu t the s ignatories who 
sent it. And i t  is w ith  them  th a t we ask perm ission 
to concern ourselves in  the requested e d ito ria l 
com m ent.

Most, i f  not a ll the s igners o f the open le tte r 
are m em bers not o f the League o f A m erican  W r it­
ers, bu t o f the recen tly -fo rm ed C om m ittee  fo r  C u l­
tu ra l F reedom , whose purpose is im p lie d  in  its  
name. Now i t  seems to us th a t any w r ite r  who has 
advanced beyond the stage o f the studen t who 
aspires to have his jokes and jing les  published in  
the high-school paper, ought to understand th a t the 
m a in ta in ing  o f c u ltu ra l freedom , to w h ich  the f i f ­
teen w rite rs  are dedicated^ is inseparab ly  con­
nected w ith  the prob lem s ra ised by the present 
w ar. F o r exam ple, w ha t th in k in g  person can be­
lieve th ta  even the lim ite d  c u ltu ra l freedom  e x is t­
ing in the U n ited  States would be a llow ed to rem a in  
i f  and when th is  coun try  entered the w ar? W hat 
th in k in g  person can believe th a t any c u ltu ra l fre e ­
dom, or any cu ltu re , w ould be le ft  in  Europe i f  the 
w ar w h ich  threa tens the to ta l destruction  o f c iv i l ­
iza tion  is not b rough t to an end by a soc ia lis t re ­
organ iza tion  o f society?

In  l ig h t of th is , isn ’t  i t  p roper to ask th a t the 
fifteen  w rite rs , who re a lly  represent the League 
fo r C u ltu ra l F reedom , show a l it t le  m ore modesty 
in  su b m ittin g  questionnaires to the S ta lin is t League 
of A m erican  W rite rs?  O r m ore accu ra te ly , th a t 
before they quiz the S ta lin is ts  about th e ir  w a r posi­
tion, they them selves m ake c lea r th e ir  own posi­
tion? F o r i t  is e n tire ly  possible and f i t t in g  to  p a ra ­
phrase the open le tte r and address i t  to the fifteen  
w r ite rs :

“ Despite the w orld -shak ing  events th a t have 
occurred  since A ugust 21, the fo rm e r ly  e loquent 
League fo r  C u ltu ra l F reedom  has no t been heard 
fro m . N oth ing  on the w a r, no th ing on the Nazi-So­
v ie t pact, no th ing  on the p a rt it io n  o f Poland, in 
fa c t noth ing. Does th is  o rgan iza tion  s t i l l  exist? I f  
so, has i t  any th ing  to  say to A m erican  w rite rs , in ­
te llec tua ls  and protagonists of cu ltu ra l freedom  on 
the fo llo w in g  questions:

“ W hat is the ch a ra c te r of the present w ar?  Is  it  
an im p e ria lis t w a r o r a w a r o f the dem ocracies 
against Fascism ? I f  i t  is  an im p e r ia lis t w a r, w hy 
do League m em bers D oro thy Thom pson and Ben 
S to lberg ca ll fo r support o f one o f the tw o im p e r­
ia lis t gangs in the w ar? I f  i t  is  a dem ocra tic  w a r 
on the p a rt o f one cam p, w hy doesn’t  the League 
come out in  support of i t  in  the nam e o f c u ltu ra l 
freedom ?

“ W hat is the role o f the S ta lin  reg im e  in  th is  
w ar?A nd w ha t is the ro le  o f the C ham berla in -D a l- 
ad ie r reg im es in  th is  w a r, especia lly  w ith  regard 
to the League ’s pet concern — c u ltu ra l freedom ? 
above a ll, since i t  is th is  coun try  we live  in , w hat 
i—s the ro le  of the Roosevelt reg im e in  th is  w a r; 
does the League support the Roosevelt w a r line  or 
oppose it ,  o r is i t  com p le te ly  in d iffe re n t tow ards 
it?

“ Does the League plan to continue s tra d d lin g  or 
evading these key questions—to w h ich  i t  so im p e r­
iously demands an answ er fro m  the S ta lin is t in te l­
lectuals? W ill i t  continue, as i t  has done fro m  
its  inception, to ignore these questions ou t o f fea r 
i l ) o f co m m u tin g  its e lf and— (2) o f estab lishing 
the fa c t th a t on the m ost v ita l issue of the day— 
m ost v ita l also w ith  reference to c u ltu ra l freedom  
—there is no p oss ib ility  o f ha rm ony among the 
d isharm onious elements who compose its  com ­
m itte e ? ”

The open le tte r says d e ris ive ly  th a t " i f  the 
League o f A m erican  W rite rs  can recover its  voice, 
we sha ll be glad to hear its  re p lie s .”  We p a ra ­
phrase aga in : “ I f  the League fo r  C u ltu ra l F re e ­
dom can fin d  its  voice (o r vo ice s !), we sha ll be 
glad to hear its  re p lie s .”

“ W ith  Eng land at w a r and its  people there fore  
unable to do th e ir p a r t in  spreading the new testa­
m en t gospel th roughout the w o rld , A m erica  m ust 
assume the burden ,”  says D r. R oland Q. Leave ll, 
superin tendent o f evangelism  of the Southern B ap ­
tis ts . Pardon our crassness, D octor, b u t to our 
poor lim ite d  in te lligence , i t  w ould seem th a t d u r­
ing the w a r w ould be the ve ry  best tim e  to  push 
your p rog ram , especia lly  the Sermon on the 
M ount.

*  4« *

Beg Pardon? S ecre tary o f In te r io r  H a ro ld  L . 
Ickes said the governm ent w il l  oppose v igorous ly  
“ a rape of our na tu ra l resources”  by w a r-tim e  
p ro fitee rs .


