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“CASH AND CARRY" SPEEDS WAR ENTRY
Stalin Signs “ Friendship Agreement”  w ith  H itle r
Baltic Nations Slated 
For Axe as Carving 
O f Poland Is Finished

Implications of New Agreement Are More 
Far-Reaching Than of Non-Aggression Pact 
-------Another Stalinist Turn Ahead

The Stalinist regime took a further step in its collaboration 
w ith Nazi imperialism this week when, following a pact which 
it  imposed upon Estonia, it  announced the signing o f a new 
“ frontier and friendship agreement”  between Germany and 
the Soviet Union which has even more far-reaching implica
tions than the H itle r-S ta lin f

signednon-aggression pact 
in Moscow a month ago.

The new  agreem ent fo rm a l
ly  establishes “ the  f r o n t ie r  o f  
tb e ir  respective spheres o f in 
te rests in  the reg ion  o f the fo r
m e r P o lish  s ta te ”  on the basis 
o f a map jo in t ly  d ra w n  up 
w h ich  gives the Nazis, in  sub
stance, the in d u s tr ia l w est of 
fo rm e r P oland and S ta lin  the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l east.

No P o lish  B u ffe r 
The c a rv in g  up o f the spoils 

conquered in  the jo in t cam 
pa ign  o f H it le r  and S ta lin , w ip 
ed ou t the  hopes m a in ta ined  to 
the  la s t m inu te  in  some q u a rt
e rs  th a t p rov is ion  w ould be 
m ade fo r  a separate Polish 
s ta te  over th a t p a rt o f the te r 
r i to ry  w h ich  was gene ra lly  ac
know ledged as in d isp u ta b ly  P o 
lis h  by  popu la tion  and tra d itio n .

O f no le$s im portance  and 
s ign ificance  is  the v ie w  set 
fo r th  in  the supp lem entary 
s ta tem ent signed in  M oscow on 
Sept. 28 by  the p len ipo ten tia ry  

(Continued on Page 2)

Peace and Plenty 
— American Style

ST. P A U L , M ich . —  W hile  
the F ede ra l G overnm ent 
continues its  re lentless pe r
secution o f W PA w orkers  in  
the T w in  C ities, its  p ro g ra m  
o f wholesale d ism issals un
der the new  eighteen m onth 
ro ta tion  p lan  has a lready 
p laced scores o f needy fa m 
ilie s  on the b r in k  o f s ta rva 
tion  and death.

La tes t v ic t im  o f the W PA 
dism issals is  C harles Reese, 
41, who, deprived  o f an op
p o rtu n ity  to earn  even the 
m eager W PA wage, p laced 
h is head on the  M ilw aukee  
ra ilro a d  tra cks  as a t i | i in  
was passing by.

Those w orkers  w hom  the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  
cannot silence w ith  its  F B I 
fram e-ups i t  condemns to 
suicide by denying to th e ir  
w ives and ch ild re n  the  nec
essities o f life .

The Card Sharp

Confidential Bulletin  
Shows B ig  Business 
Primed fo r  War Profits

By Joseph H ansen  

A r tic le  I I I

The executive position scheduled fo r Big Business in the 
m ilitary dictatorship that w ill straitjacket the American 
people when Roosevelt plunges the United States into the 
war now raging in Europe, serves not only to give Big 
Business a more direct control over the m ilitary govern
ment but also assures greater freedom for each capitalist 
in the mad scramble fo r war profits.

The whole conception o f Big Business concerning the 
participation o f the United States in the bloodbath en
visages a “ blitzkreig”  or lightning war— a war that w ill 
permit the successful shaking down o f maximum profits 
from the battlefields w ith  minimum danger o f revolution 
at home against their dictatorship.

“ I t  [the Industrial Mobilization Plan] is based upon one 
primary assumption— that i f  the United States enters a 
war, this war must be terminated as quickly and as suc
cessf idly as possible.”
What Big Business Hopes for

That is one o f the main reasons why Big Business, de
spite its explanation to the capitalist class that Roosevelt’s 
New Deal has now been convertecf into a W ar Deal for 
their benefit, still desires more direct control o f the govern
ment apparatus. A  short, snappy war, w ith  the slaughter o f 
American workers not great enough to have repercussions 
at home beyond the scope of the police, the National Guard, 
and the F.B.I., and a huge shakedown o f war orders and 
war profits at the expense o f the people— that is the best 
variant Big Business can see and the one it  is dealing its 
cards to secure.

(Continued on Page 2)

Anti-W ar Candidates Ask ALP to Make Its 
Position on W ar Clear— Drive to Get on 
Ballot Enters Final Lap

CHRYSLER VOTE 
SIGNS FINISH 
TO MARTIN

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , Sept. 28— W ith  m any tim es the num ber of 
s ignatures le g a lly  re q u ired  to  nom inate a candidate fo r  the Coun- 
c ilm a n ic  e lections a lready secured, accord ing  to repo rts  of can
vassers in  the  B ro n x  and w ith  M anha ttan  canvassers going in to  
the la s t lap  o f th e ir  cam paign w ith  every chance to  end up not 
fa r  beh ind the  B ro n x  cam paigners, the  nom ina tion  of both  cand i
dates o f the S ocia lis t W o rk e rs f 
P a rty  was v ir tu a lly  assured to 
day.

M a x  Shachtm an o f the B ronx  
w ill begin a s tree t by s tree t to u r
o f the B ro n x  beginn ing to m o r
ro w  n igh t, p resenting the a n ti
w a r p ro g ra m  o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  before the  vo t
ers of his borough. The sym pa
th e tic  m anner in  w h ich  w o rk 
ers have welcom ed the  canvas
sers presages a b ig  vote fo r  the 
candidate o f the S oc ia lis t W ork
e rs  P a rty .

W ar P ost fo r  M ayor?
M eanw hile  there  were in d i

cations fro m  W ashington, D .C ., 
th a t M ayo r LaG ua rd ia , a m em 
ber o f the A m e rica n  Labo r 
P a rty , is  being groom ed fo r  the 
post o f S ecre ta ry  o f W ar. In  
the eyes o f B ig  Business L a 
G uard ia  m akes an idea l cand i
date fo r the post—lo ya l to the 
m a rro w  to  W a ll S treet, an e f
fic ie n t a d m in is tra to r, and bless
ed w ith  a lib e ra l reco rd  th a t 
should m ake h im  m ore accept
able to the w o rk ing  class than 
an ou t and ou t M organ  h ire 
ling .

“ The A m erican  Labo r P a rty  
is s t i l l  s ile n t on any dec la ra 
tion  o f opposition to the second 
w o rld  w a r and opposition to 
R oosevelt’s and L a G u a rd ia ’s 
plans to plunge the U n ited  
States in to  th is  w a r ,”  cand i
dates M ax Shachtm an and

(Continued on Page 2)

D E T R O IT , — A  sm ashing 
v ic to ry  fo r  the . C IO Auto 
W orkers un ion aga inst the 
H om er M a r tin  A F L  o u tf it  
was recorded th is  week in  
the N a tiona l Labo r R e la 
tions B oa rd  elections o f the 
C hrys le r Corp. employes.

The CIO union was chosen 
by 40,564 out o f 50,504 w o rk 
ers who voted to represent 
them  th rough  exclus ive  b a r
ga in ing  rig h ts .

Th is  p ra c tic a lly  fin ishes 
o ff the dua l union o f the A F L  
in  th is  fie ld  under the d ire c 
tion  o f H om er M a rtin .

N O TIC E
The “ N ig h t in  H a rle m ”  un
der the auspices o f the N a
tio n a l Negro D epartm ent 
has been postponed fro m  
Saturday, October 7th u n til 
October 14th. T icke ts  are 
ava ilab le  a t the N a tiona l O f
fice , and th rough  the p a rty  
branches. T icke ts  a lready 
purchased w il l  be honored 
on the 14th.

Leroy and Rice De
nounce Stalinism For 
Reactionary Role

Two m ore lead ing  m ilita n ts  
o f the C om m unist P a r ty  have 
broken w ith  S ta lin ism  and jo in 
ed the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a r
ty . B o th  have been active  in  
the Y o rk v ille  (N .Y .) C .P. fo r  
m any years. C om rade Sidney 
LeR oy was the Y o rk v ille  sec
tion  o rgan izer o f the p a rty , 
ta ugh t fo r  a few  years in  the 
W orke rs ’ School and was a N a
tiona l O rgan izer and m em ber 
o f the N a tiona l C om m ittee  of 
the A m erican  F riends  o f the 
Soviet U nion. He had also been 
a candidate o f the  p a rty  fo r  lo 
ca l offices in  1933 and 1934.

Comrade Sarah R ice , m em 
ber o f the p a rty  since 1928, was 
organ iza tion  sec re ta ry  <pf its  
Y o rk v ille  section, o rgan ize r and 
m em ber o f the Jo in t B oa rd  of 
the W orkers A lliance , na tiona l 
organ izer and m em ber o f the 
A m erican  F riends  o f the Soviet 
U nion. In  the c ity  and state 
e lections o f 1933 to  1936 in c lu 
sive she was a p a rty  candidate 
fo r various o ffices.

We welcom e these com rades 
in to  our ranks and jo in  w ith  
them  in  the appeal to a ll m i l i 
tan ts o f the C om m unist P a rty  
to repus ia te  S ta lin ism  and jo in  
the ranks o f the genuine f ig h t
ers aga inst im p e ria lis t w a r and 
ca p ita lism , the S oc ia lis t W ork
ers P a rty .

(The sta tem ent of Comrades 
R ice and LeRoy appears on

page 3 of th is  issue.)

Roosevelt War Deal Resorts to 
Subterfuges in Face of Growing 
Mass Opposition to the War

By a vote o f 16 to 7, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee adopted last Thursday the 
Pittman resolution embodying the next steps in Roosevelt’s plan to involve the United States 
in the imperialist war raging in Europe.

The determination o f the Administration to line up this country w ith Anglo-French im
perialism has already been shown by many actions taken by the President, most spectac

u la r  o f which is the pledge

The First Victim o f  
The W ar—Democracy

A N  E D IT O R IA L

The Roosevelt crowd is whooping it  up fo r another war 
to “ make the world safe fo r democracy.”

A ll the healthy, progressive feelings o f the people, above 
all their uncompromising hatred o f Hitlerism, are being 
cunningly exploited to promote American participation in 
a new slaughter.

For “ democracy” ?
Nonsense! Even that skimpy, limited, distorted democ

racy that exists in the United States w ill be the firs t victim 
o f America’s entry into the war.

Here is another proof o f this, i f  more were needed. I t  
comes from an “ authoritative”  pen— the pen o f General 
Hugh S. Johnson. W ithout agreeing w ith  him in all points, 
we quote excerpts from  his column in the New York 
World-Telegram o f Sept. 26, 1939, in which he deals w ith 
the question o f “ democracy’s”  fate in Canada:

“ Canada today is a good pre-view o f what may happen 
to. a great American, Anglo-Saxon democracy when it goes 
to war. Its democracy is abandoned. I t  has barely sampled 
war, but Magna Carta is already in the ash can and the 
B ill o f Rights is out the window.

“ Freedom o f speech, press and radio is gone. Canadians 
aren’t going to bother w ith  elections— so representative 
government is gone. Manufacture and selling are being 
put under a license system. Taxes are automatically zoom
ing— so property rights and liberty o f contract are going. 
The government is getting ready to regulate practically all 
economic relations by dictatorial decree. The appalling to 
tal o f all this seems to make H itle r a piker and Mussolini a 
maundering monk. . . .

“ And yet Canada has laid the horror in Europe on our 
very doorstep. She is going across the A tlantic Ocean to 
fight H itler. Canada is a sovereign nation. She isn’t  threat
ened any more than we are— which is not at all. I f  she 
isn’t an “ aggressor,”  what is she?

“ And where do we stand? I f  the enemy she has chosen 
to attack in Europe counter-attacks her here, hasn’t our 
President said that we would not “ stand idly by” ? That 
may not spell an “ offensive-defensive”  alliance, but, from 
the ground o f our interests, isn’t it  something: much worse ? 
We haven’t any engagement from Canada to defend us, 
but this sounds like our engagement to defend her, no mat
ter what her fault may be. The Monroe Doctrine requires 
no such absurdity.

“ Did Canada consult us on a course o f war that might 
thus bring us in, regardless o f our wish or interest? Our 
people haven’t  heard about it i f  she did. But is it  conceiv
able that she would go to war in these circumstances w ith 
out consulting our government? I f  she did, what was the 
answer ?

‘AVho makes the decisions that raise our obligation to 
fight ? Is it  Canada or the British Empire, or some impul
sive promise o f our President or anything at all, short o f 
the Congress o f the United States representing the w ill o f a 
m ajority o f 130,000,000 people? I f  we do not remain neu
tral, cautious and alert, it  may be.”

that the United States w ill de
fend, one o f the belligerent 
powers— Canada— in case it  is 
attacked.

P it tm a n ’s Exceptions
I t  now seeks to l i f t  the  arm s 

em bargo and estab lish a fake  
“ cash -and -ca rry ”  p lan  under 
the guise o f n e u tra lity . W hile  
even an a ir - t ig h t b i l l  p ro v id in g  
th a t the  w a rr in g  powers can 
p u r c h a s e  g o o d s  (inc lud ing  
a rm s, a irp lanes, e tc .) on ly  i f  
they pay cash and tra n sp o rt 
the goods on th e ir  own ships 
w ould help the A llie s—G er
m any n e ith e r has the cash no r 
can its  ships b reak  th rough  the  
E n g lish  blockade—the P ittm a n  
b i l l  i n c l u d e s  “ exceptions”  
w hich fu r th e r  add the A llie s  and 
th rea ten  e a rly  A m e rica n  p a r
tic ip a tio n  in  the  w a r.

In  accordance w ith  the b ill,  
the P res ident m ay extend nine
ty  days c re d it to  a w a rr in g  
pow er i f  he finds  “ such action  
w il l  serye the co m m e rc ia l o r  
o ther in te rests  o f the U n ited  
States o r  its  c itizens. . . . ”  

F u rth e r the same section of 
the b i l l  [section  7 (a ) ] w h ile  
p ro h ib it in g  longer cred its  to  
the governm ent o f any state a t 
w a r o r subd iv is ion  o r agent o f 
such a governm ent, does no t 
exclude long te rm  cred its  to  
p riva te  c itizens o r corpora tions 
o f the be llig e re n t powers.

In  exp la in ing  th is  p a r t o f h is 
reso lu tion, Senator P ittm a n  
sta ted accord ing  to the N ew  
Y o rk  T im es (Sept. 29) sum m a
ry :

“ He said, however, th a t any 
na tion  in  d e fa u lt o f paym en t o f 
sh o rt-te rm  cred its  could con tin 
ue, under the act, to  buy goods 
fo r ac tua l cash in  the U n ited  
States. He added, also, th a t the 
language d id  no t cover the mafr-

7CASH AND CARRY'  
Means: Cash in on 
W ar Orders; Carry 
The American People 
Into the Boss W ar

te r  o f c re d it a rrangem ents be
tween p riv a te  f irm s  o r persons 
in  the U n ited  States and p r i
va te  concerns in  the w a rr in g  
countries, b u t on ly  dea ling  be
tw een A m e rica n  na tiona ls  and 
agencies o f fo re ign  govern
m en ts .”

“ Cash”  Aspect Phoney
The d isc re tio n a ry  powers o f 

the P res ident to extend c re d it 
and the a b ility  o f “ p r iv a te ”  
corpora tions in  the be llige ren t 
nations to ge t m ore extended 
c re d it in  th is  coun try  m akes a 
fa rce  o f the “ cash”  aspect o f 
the b ill.

So also, though the P ittm a n  
reso lu tion  p ro h ib its  A m erican  
vessels fro m  c a rry in g  passen
gers, a rtic le s  o r  m a te ria ls  to  
the w a rr in g  countries, i t  m akes 
an exception o f “ tra n sp o rta tio n  
on lakes, rive rs , and in land  w a
te rs  bo rdering  on the U n ited  
States, and as to tra n sp o rta tio n  
on o r over lands bo rdering  on 
the U n ited  States. . . . ”  In  o th
er w ords, A m e rica n  vehicles 

(Continued on Page 3)

BIG COUNCILMANIC VOTE SEEN 
SURE FOR SHACHTMAN AND PAINE

TWO LEADING 
CP MILITANTS 
JOIN THE SWP
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B ig  Business Prim es I ts e lf  f o r  W ar P ro fits
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

The confidential report o f the Tax Research Institute 
devotes considerable space to the analysis o f price control 
under the m ilitary dictatorship and the ways and means for 
those on the inside to avoid those controls.

“ Certain conditions in -&ar, particularly in the early 
stages, disturb the price structure. Among the things which 
contribute to this are unusual Government demands, dim
inished available supply for civilian use, reckless Govern
ment buying, high cost production because o f the employ
ment o f unskilled workers, increased insurance, interest 
and tax rates, restriction o f essential imports, and inflation 
o f the currency.”

Right Kind of " Price Control“
This paragraph was written evidently in the light o f the 

experience o f the last W orld War. Huge government or- 
* r s  were given out at enormous profit to individual capi
talists; colossal fortunes were made on shoe-string invest
ments by members o f the S ixty Families; billions in profits 
were rolled up by the giant corporations. Some o f the scan
dals that were uncovered after the war censorship had been 
lifted rocked the entire nation.

“ The exact method o f price control has not yet been de
termined; this is one o f the problems now before the re
cently appointed W ar Resources Board.”

And since this Board is composed o f high-paid agents of 
W all Street closely connected w ith the Morgan interests, 
the members o f the capitalist class are assured o f jhst the

kind o f “ price control”  that jw ill dovetail most nicely with 
the profit side o f tire ledger.

The confidential report analyzes the various means of 
price control now being considered by the W ar Resources 
Board and comments as follows:

“ U niform  unit prices, slightly above the bulk line o f cost, 
w ill be prescribed for basic commodities and raw mater
ials, except where it  is manifestly to the national interest 
[That is, W all Street’s interest— J.H .] to prescribe a grad
ed scale o f prices based on differences in most. A  graded 
scale o f prices i f  carried out in fu ll detail, is practically a 
cost-plus system and gives an incentive to wasteful and in
efficient management. Moreover, this method involves la
borious investigations, is difficult to apply, and provides op
portunities for fraud and evasion. [There it  is, in black 
and white l—J.H .] The single-price policy, allowing d if
ferentials for quality, transportation, and margins between 
producers and dealers, makes less o f a departure from 
normal business conditions and is less complex in its ad
ministration. [Requires less complicated bookkeeping to 
cover up the abno'rmal take in profits.— J .H .]”

Bosses Guaranteed THEIR Cut
But whatever the system employed in the light o f pro

paganda needs, the capitalist is guaranteed his cut in the 
lucrative flow o f war pro fits :

“ In the determination o f prices, a Commission to be 
appointed in the event o f war, w ill be guided by the fact 
that just compensation must be allowed. [M ust be!— J.H .]

W ith  this in view, the Commission may base its decisions 
as to price or profits on whichever o f the following it 
deems to be most desirable in each case:

“ (a ) P ro fits  earned by the industry or the commercial 
activity concerned over a pre-war period to be specified by 
the Commission.

“ (b ) The cost o f producing the last unit o f the indis
pensable amount o f the commodity required by the war 
programs, either throughout the industry as a whole or 
upon a regional or territoria l basis.

“ (c) Prevailing market prices.
“ (d ) Actual cost o f production plus a reasonable return 

on capital.”
The meat o f this ju icy capitalist nut can be extracted 

merely by understanding one basic fact: the Commission 
to decide on the control w ill be W all Street appointees; 
W all Street w ill decide what constitutes “ reasonable re
turn on capital” ; and W all Street w ill define what it  means 
by “ cost.”  (Items such as rent paid oneself, salaries to 
vice-presidents, interest on “ loans,”  etc., or fake costs paid 
a holding company, give complete license in this field.)

Under the heading: “ The Safeguards Assured Business 
in  Price C o n t r o l the confidential bulletin remarks that 
“ Government contractual relations are to be so adminis
tered as to insure the contractor against undue risks inci
dent to war-time production.”

W all Street w ill be insured by the government against 
war-time risks! Its profits w ill be guaranteed! As fo r the 
workers herded into the A rm y and shipped over to Europe

to do the “ insuring,”  their lives, wounds, and suffering can 
be counted hs no more than the usual premium necessary 
fo r that insurance.

War Hysteria First, Profits Next
" A ll Prices Can’t Be F ixed /’ remarks tire confidential 

bulletin, and it adds the following inside tip  fo r the better 
understanding o f the members o f the capitalist class :

“ T.R .I. Observation: One o f the important observations 
that the A rm y and Navy Munitions Board has made in its 
study o f prices control is that prices cannot be controlled, 
except where there exists physical control over the goods or 
services. The problem o f enforcement is the one greatest 
obstacle to the imposition o f a ceiling over all prices. The 
Board concedes that there probably never can be established 
a sufficiently powerful body to control all prices, even i f  i t  
were desired.”

There is the nub o f the whole "price control”  system. 
W all Street does not desire to control prices or profits. I f  
public opinion makes necessary a certain smoke-screen call
ed “ government control,”  every capitalist is assured that it  
won’t hinder his profit-taking in the slightest. In fact, on 
the contrary, the government w ill guarantee his profits.

Small wonder that Roosevelt is working day and night 
to whip up the war hysteria that w ill plunge the United 
States into this second W orld W ar and give the itching 
fingers o f W all Street as soon as possible the golden feel 
o f W A R  P R O F IT S !

[The la s t o f the series of fo u r a rtic le s  on the sub ject 
w i l l  appear in  the n e x t issue o f the S oc ia lis t A ppea l.]

U n til recen tly , B r it is h  labor 
leaders were recognized u n i
ve rsa lly  as peers in  the fine  a r t 
o f se lling  o u t the in terests o f 
the w orkers  under the  guise of 
ob ta in ing  a v ic to ry . Cooperate 
in g  w ith  the “ en ligh tened”  
B r it is h  ru lin g  class, the labor 
fake rs  d id  qu ite  sp lend id ly . Re
w ards o f kn ighthood and baron
age te s tify  to  th a t fac t.

H ow ever, we are w illin g  to 
r is k  the charge o f chauv in ism  
and state, p la in ly  th a t in  th is  
a r t  the A m e rica n  labo r bu reau 
cracy , assisted by the c lever 
M r. Roosevelt, is  now  surpass
ing  its  B r it is h  pro to type.

In  E ng land, the la b o r fake rs  
find th e ir  m asters s lipped up 
bad ly  in  cha in ing  the  union 
m ovem ent to the w a r rhachine. 
H is  M a je s ty ’s M in is te r o f Sup
p ly , Les lie  B u rg in , advised 
poo rly  by d u ll labo r leaders, 
fo rg o t to  consu lt o ff ic ia lly  w ith  
the trade  union m ovem ent on 
w a r production.
Roosevelt Strategy

M eeting on ly  w ith  b ig  busi
ness representa tives, the M in 
is te r o f Supply ignored ce rta in  
inev itab le  prob lem s w h ich  arise 
in  w a r p roduction ; m a la d ju s t
m ents, unem ploym ent in  some 
industries , speed-up, w o rk ing  
hours, etc. The re su lt was w ide
spread d issa tis faction  among 
union men, and th is  week the 
G enera l Council o f the Trades 
U nion Congress is  con fe rring  to 
handle the p rob lem . La b o r re p 
resenta tion  w il l  be demanded 
and p robab ly  granted. B u t the 
seeds of d issent have been 
sown.

In  A m erica , some na ive peo
ple have, been qu ite  concerned 
th a t P res ident Roosevelt w ould 
m ake the s im ila r  “ m is ta ke .”  
M r. Roosevelt recen tly  appo in t
ed a W ar Resources Board, 
w h ich  was ballyhooed as the 
co n tro llin g  body o f A m erican  
in d u s try  fo r  w a r.

L ib e ra ls  were shocked by the 
com position o f th is  B oard . P our 
m en fro m  the House o f M organ, 
in c lu d in g  E d w a rd  S te ttin ius, 
p resident o f U.S. Steel, w ere 
selected. A nd no representa tive  
o f the labo r m ovem ent was 
am ong the com m ittee  o f seven.

Both the CIO and the A F L  
top leaders w orked up a r ig h t
eous ind igna tion  over th is  om is
sion. John L . Lew is  thundered 
fo r th  in  h is O lym p ian  fashion. 
W illia m  Green preached his 
usual serm on on dem ocracy 
and la b o r’s r ig h ts .

F r i e n d l y  correspondents, 
sym pathe tic  co lum nis ts , a.n d 
" le f t-w in g ”  New D ealers kep t 
a steady barrage  o f c r it ic is m  
aga inst the personnel o f the 
W ar Resources Board.
Victory or Fake?

T h is  week Roosevelt an
nounced th a t the B oard  w ould 
m ake a re p o rt and then go out 
o f existence in  a few  weeks. 
W AR IN D U S T R IE S  BO ARD  
TO G O ! U N D E R  F IR E  AS R E 
A C T IO N A R Y ! said the head
lines.

W hat a “ v ic to ry ”  fo r  labo r 
and the tru e  dem ocra ts! Th is 
w il l  be the them e o f every

speech fo r  the n e x t few  weeks 
in  the cam p o f Roosevelt sup
porte rs . La b o r p robab ly  w il l  
ge t a representa tive  on a new 
board. M aybe tw o , one fro m  
the CIO and one fro m  the A F L .

No B r it is h  m udd ling  th rough  
in  the Roosevelt s tra tegy . I t ’s 
as s lic k  as a w h is tle . F o r 
Roosevelt k ills  tw o b irds  w ith  
one stone. G enera l H ugh John
son, who had a l it t le  experience 
in  these m a tte rs  d u ring  the 
w o rld  w a r, le t the c a t ou t o f the 
bag before Roosevelt fin ished 
h is m ag ic  act.

Road to War
The selection o f the M organ 

m en was a de libe ra te  m ove, 
ca lcu la ted  to arouse antagon
ism  aga inst the present W ar 
Indus tries  B oard . T a in t i t  w ith  
M o rg a n -B ritish  w o rld  w a r in 
fa m y ! Keep labo r o ff. G ive  the 
lib e ra ls  and labo r fake rs  a 
phoney issue to how l about. 
“ Th is  is n ’t  demd'cracy. Labo r 
is n ’t  represented.”

The p illo w  f ig h t rages. Then 
Roosevelt c a lm ly  announces 
the d ism issa l o f the B oard . He 
re trea ts  before ►‘p rog ress ive ”  
pressure. A  new board is chos
en. La b o r is  represented! L e w 
is and Green c la im  a b ig  “ v ic 
to ry .”  L ib e ra ls  c ry  th a t th is  
proves A m erica  is  re a lly  f ig h t
ing  a w a r fo r  dem ocracy.

And la b o r ’s r ig h ts  are s tra n 
gled by th is  “ v ic to ry .”  F o r th is  
ve ry  v ic to ry  spells the road to 
w a r, w ith  Lew is  and Green 
show ing the w ay.

Stalin Signs “Friendship 
Agreement” with Hitler

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
representa tives o f the tw o gov
ernm ents. A lthough the new 
S ta lin is t line  in  th is  and o ther 
countries declares th a t the w a r 
is an im p e r ia lis t s trugg le  on 
both sides and should n o t the re 
fore  be supported by the w o rk 
ers in  any o f the be llige ren t 
countries, the pro toco l s ta te 
m en t lays the basis fo r  a new 
turn-aboutxface. I t  states tex tu - 
a lly :

N ew  S tatem ent
“ A fte r the G erm an R eich 

governm ent and the G overn
m ent o f the Soviet Russian Re
p ub lic  have d e fin ite ly  settled 
by the tre a ty  signed today the 
question re su ltin g  fro m  d is in 
teg ra tion  o f the P o lish  State, 
thus c rea ting  a safe foundation 
fo r  las ting  peace in  E as te rn  
Europe, they unan im ously  ex
express the op in ion th a t i t  
w ould correspond to the true  
in te rests o f a ll peoples' and 
m ake and end to the w a r exists 
ing  between G erm any on the 
one hand and E ng land  and 
F rance  on the o the r hand. 
There fore , both governm ents, 
i f  necessary in  con junction  w ith  
one o f the befriended nations,

JOHNSON ARTICLES ON THE NEGRO 
AND THE WAR IN PAMPHLET FORM

The pam ph le t is  en titled  
“ W hy the Negroes should Op
pose the W a r.”

Th is  pam ph le t consists o f the 
a rtic les  th a t appeared in  the 
Appeal under the heading o f 
“ The Negro and the W a r”  by 
J. R . Johnson I t  has been re 
vised fo r  pam ph le t pub lcation . 
I t  is  to  be published by  P ioneer 
P ub lishers  end w il l  con ta in  32 
pages, a t 5 cents a copy.

F o r M ass Sale
The pam ph le t is  a d m ira b ly  

suited fo r  mass d is tr ib u tio n . In  
v e ry  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  and s im 
ple language, i t  de ta ils  the 
c rim es  o f A m e rica n  “ democ
ra c y ”  aga inst the Negro people. 
I t  shows th a t the Negroes have 
a ll do n o t need m uch ag ita tion  
to understand th a t, a t least as 
fa r  as they  are concerned, any 
w a r th a t Roosevelt d rags A m e r
ica  in to  w il l  n o t be fo r  democ
racy , because over 90% o f them  
en joy no dem ocracy o f any 
k ind .

To the Negroes, how ever, i t  
w ould  seem th a t a lthough they 
are v e ry  c lea r in  th e ir  own 
m inds about the  fra u d  o f a w a r 
fo r dem ocracy, th e ir  s itua tion  
as a m in o r ity  m akes i t  d if f ic u lt  
fo r  them  to strugg le  adequately 
aga inst the  w a r. The pam ph le t 
shows th a t m illio n s  o f A fricans  
in  A fr ic a , Ind ians  in  In d ia , In 
do-Chinese, and the o ther op
pressed co lon ia l peoples, are 
fo r  the m ost p a r t sub jects o f 
“ dem ocracies,”  e.g.,' B r ita in  
and F rance . C om pris ing  hun
dreds o f m illio n s  o f people in  
the w o rld  today these colonia ls 
have even less cause than  the 
A m erican  Negroes to support 
B r ita in  and F rance  in  a so- 
ca lled  w a r fo r  “ dem ocracy” , 
w h ich  in  re a lity  w il l  mean th e ir  
fu r th e r enslavem ent.

B u t the A m erican  Negro has 
a llies, no t on ly am ong the colo

n ia l peoples, b u t also among 
the w h ite  w orkers  in  B r ita in , in  
F rance , in  G erm any, and in  
A m e rica . An increas ing  num 
ber o f w o rke rs  in  A m e rica , as 
elsewhere, are beginn ing  to see 
th a t c a p ita lis t “ dem ocracy”  o f
fe rs  them  so l it t le  th a t i t  is  no t 
w o rth  dy ing  fo r . The w a r the 
w orkers  m ust f ig h t is  the w a r 
aga inst th e ir  oppressors in  
th e ir  own coun try .

The pam ph le t shows th a t cap
ita l is t  dem ocracy is bankrup t, 
th a t i t  leads in e v ita b ly  to  fas
c ism  and w a r, and th a t on ly  by 
b reak ing  the pow er o f the cap
ita l is t  oppressors is the re  any 
p oss ib ility  o f th a t econom ic 
w e ll-be ing w thou t whiefh socia l 
and p o lit ic a l e q u a lity  is im pos
sible. There is adequate tre a t
m en t o f the savage d isc rim in a 
tio n  p ractised  aga inst Negro 
sold iers d u rin g  the la s t w a r fo r  
"d e m o c ra cy ” . A l l  th rough  the 
pam ph le t the con tra d ic to ry  and 
treacherous ro le  o f the C.P. is 
exposed.

The la s t few  pages deal w ith  
the strugg le  aga inst w a r as 
p a rt o f the strugg le  against 
ca p ita lism  and outlines the 
methods by w h ich  Roosevelt 
can be prevented fro m  d r iv in g  
A m erica  in to  w a r. They show 
also how, even i f  Roosevelt suc
ceeds- in  his w a r-m ak ing , the 
an ti-w a r s trugg le  should then 
be in tens ified  as the on ly  w ay 
by w h ich  the w a r can be 
brough t to as speedy a close as 
possible.

w il l  d ire c t th e ir  jo in t  e ffo rts  to 
w a rd  search ing  th is  a im  as 
soon as possible. B u t should the 
e ffo rts  o f both governm ents 
fa i l  then  the fa c t w ou ld  be es
tab lished th a t E ng land  and 
F rance  are responsib le fo r  the 
continuation  o f the w a r, and in  
case o f con tinua tion  o f the w a r 
the G overnm ents o f G erm any 
and Sovie t Russa w il l  consult 
each o ther re g a rd in g  the neces
sa ry  m easures.”

In  a b r ie f period  o f tim e , 
there fo re , the S ta lin is t line  has 
passed th rough  tw o  b rea th -tak
ing  changes.

Less than  tw o m onths ago, i t  
announced th a t the w o rld  was 
d iv ided  in to  tw o groups, one 
composed o f the “ peace-loving”  
powers lik e  E ng land  and 
F rance , and the o ther compos
ed o f the “ w a r-lov ing  aggres
sors”  like  G erm any. The S ta l
in is ts  o f course favored  the fo r 
m e r and ca lled  fo r  w a r aga inst 
the la tte r .

F o llow ing  the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact, th is  po in t o f v ie w  was 
dum ped q u t o f the w indow  and 
a new one p roc la im ed  w hich is 
s t i l l  advocated in  the loca l S ta l
in is t press, nam e ly , th a t E ng 
land and F rance  on the one 
side, and G erm any on the o th 
e r, are  both im p e ra lis t w a r
m ongers and th a t dem ocracy 
versus fasc ism  is  no t in  any 
w ay the issue invo lved  in  the 
w a r.

G erm any— “ Peace L o ve r”
Now, w ith  the new R ibben- 

trop -M o lo tov s ta te m e n t, d ic ta t
ed e n tire ly  by H it le r , the  line  is 
th a t G erm any is  the “ peace- 
lo v in g ”  pow er and th a t E ng
land and F rance  are the “ w ar- 
lov ing  aggressors”  who have 
no good and s u ff ic ie n t reason .. 
now th a t Poland has been c a rv 
ed u p !—to continue the w a r ag
a inst G erm any.

F ro m  w hch the conclusion is 
to be draw n th a t i f  E ng land 
and F rance  refuse to m ake 
peace on H it le r ’s te rm s—w hich  
they su re ly  w il l  refuse to  do, 
in  v ie w  o f th e ir  de te rm ina tion  
to scotch th e ir  now m enacing 
im p e r ia lis t r iv a l—i t  is  they a l
one who are responsble fo r  the 
continuation  o f the w a r, w here
as H it le r ’s s k ir ts  are c lea r of 
any such respons ib lity .

H ow  speedily the loca l S tal- 
in s t press w il l  a d ju s t its e lf to 
the new  com m andm ent o f H it 
le r-S ta lin  and begin shouting 
th a t the H it le r  “ peace p ro 
g ra m  deserves the support o f 
a ll the fr iends  o f dem ocracy 
and freedom , rem a ins to be 
seen. In  any case, th e ir  la tes t 
line  th a t the w a r is  im p e ria ls t- 
jc  on both sides,, can no t be se
rio u s ly  m a in ta ined  by them  
any longer. Th is  is so n o t be
cause the w a r is a w a r fo r  “ de
m o cra cy ,”  as the professional 
p a tr io ts  and lib e ra l w ar-m on
gers in  th is  coun try  and else
where contend, b u t because the 
R.ibbentrop-M olotov pronounce
m ent m akes i t  im possib le fo r 
the S ta lin is ts  to c a rry  th e ir 
b r ie f “ re v o lu tio n a ry ”  pretenses 
any fu r th e r.

E ston ia  Forced in  L ine
C oincident w ith  the second 

t r ip  o f R ibbentrop  to Moscow, 
the S ta lin  .clique proceeded to 
c lam p down on E ston ia  and to

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

m ake th rea ten ing  gestures in  
the d ire c tio n  o f R um an ia . A  
num ber o f the m ost bare-faced 
p re tex ts  were cooked up by 
the Moscow bureaucracy  fo r 
in tim id a tin g  the pe tty  E ston ian  
ru lin g  class in to  subm ission to 
S ta lin ’s demands. A fte r  the in 
vention  o f a few  classic  “ in 
c iden ts”  about “ a tta cks ”  on 
the Soviet fle e t and “ th re a ts ”  
to R ussia ’s secu rity , the K re m 
lin  fo rced  E ston ian  F o re ign  
M in is te r K a r l Selter to cap itu 
late.

S ta lin  obtained nava l and a ir  
bases fo r  Sovie t m ili ta ry  fo rc 
es a t P a ld isk i and on the is l
ands o f Oesel and Dagoe, as 
w e ll as the r ig h t to  keep a 
s tand ing  Red A rm y  o f 25,000 
men on E ston ian  te r r ito ry .

The t in y  B a lt ic  repub lic , h ith 
erto  a vassal o f B r it is h  o r 
F rench  im p e ria lis m , o r both, 
has thus passed under w ha t 
am ounts to the e ffec tive  dom 
in ion  o f the S ta lin is t bureau
cracy . I t  is  expected th a t steps 
w il l  be taken in  the near fu 
tu re  by H it le r  and S ta lin  to  d i
v ide  the re s t o f the B a lt ic  
countries between them , w ith  
L a tv ia  in  a ll like lihood  passing 
to S ta lin  and L ith u a n ia , w h ich  
has been m ore or less under 
H it le r ite  tu te lage since the 
seizure o f M em el, passing m ore 
openly under the dom in ion  of 
the T h ird  Reich.

SEE BIG VOTE 
AHEAD FOR SWP 
CANDIDATES
Anti-W ar Candidates 
Ask ALP to Make Its 
W ar Position Clear

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
George L ym a n  Pa ine  o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  dec la r
ed today in  a jo in t  s ta tem ent.

C lear Stand Needed
“ O ffic ia ls  o f a la b o r p a rty  

who a tte m p t to support th is  im 
p e r ia lis t w a r m ay en joy a b r ie f 
and fle e tin g  p o p u la r ity  as p a rt 
o f a waye o f w a r hys te ria , bu t 
when th a t wave passes i t  w il l  
leave a ll those pa rties  who sup
ported the w a r stranded, and 
faced w ith  c e rta in  d is in teg ra 
tion .

“ U ncom prom is ing  opposition 
tc  the im p e r ia lis t w a r, no t on ly 
in  w ords bu t in  action, and es
p e c ia lly  a fte r the U n ited  States 
is in , is  the o n ly  possible p la t
fo rm  a p o lit ic a l p a rty  o f the 
w o rk in g  class can take . T h a t is 
the position o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty . I t  is  h igh  tim e  
th a t the A m e rica n  L a b o r P a rty  
came ou t in  the open and de
c la red  p u b lic ly  th a t i t  opposes 
LaG uard ia , the  new candidate 
fo r  S e c re ta ry  o f W ar, and 
Roosevelt and the w a rm o n g e r
ing  po lic ies o f both o f th e m .”

OCTOBER NEW INTERNATIONAL 
DISCUSSES SECOND WORLD WAR

“ The Second W orld  W a r”  is  the fea tu re  a rtic le  o f the October 
num ber o f The New In te rn a tio n a l, now  o ff the press and on 
sale. The E d ito rs  en ter in to  an exam ina tion  o f the im p e r ia lis t 
w a r and pose severa l prob lem s, am ong them : “ W hat is the W ar 
A bou t? ” , “ Who Is  Responsible fo r  I t ? ” , “ W hy M us t the U n ited  
States E n te r the C o n flic t? ,”  “ Is^>
Th is  a W ar fo r  D em ocracy?”  
and “ How W ill the W ar E n d ? ”

A  second fea tu re  a rt ic le  is  by 
Leon T ro tsky , en titled , “ T ro ts 
ky ism  and the P.S.O.P. (W ork
ers and Peasants P a rty  of 
F ra n c e ),”  an answer to M a r- 
ceau P iv e rt, S ecre tary  o f the 
P.S.O.P.

O ther s ig n ifica n t a rtic les  con
cern them selves w ith  the W ar 
R eferendum , the Negro Ques
tion, P a lestine, B o liv ia , In d ia , 
etc. The com plete tab le  o f con
tents o f th is  v e ry  fine  num ber 
o f The N ew  In te rn a tio n a l is  as 
fo llow s:

1. L e t the Readers Decide.
2. The Second W orld  W ar, 

by the E d ito rs .
3. “ T ro ts k y is m ”  a n d  th e  

P.S.O .P., by  Leon T ro tsky .
4. The F riends  o f the W ar 

R eferendum , by H a l D rape r.
5. Negro S lave ry  in  N o rth  

A m erica , by George Novack.
6. B r it is h  Im p e ria lis m  in  In 

d ia : A C hart o f the E xp lo ita tio n  
o f 375,000,000 People, by Sher
m an S tanley.

7. The S oc ia lis t C ris is  in  
F’rance.

4 C O RRESPO NDENCE
8. R ebu tta l on the P alestine 

Question.
9. A L e tte r fro m  B o liv ia .

10. K ro n s ta d t A gain .
11. W hitew ashing the P.O .U .- 

M ., by Douglas Conley and 
M a ry  W ills .
BOOKS

12. O rgan iz ing  Negro Labor, 
by B . J. W id ick.

A lim ite d  q u a n tity  o f the Oc
tober num ber has been p rin ted . 
Those des iring  copies should 
a rrange to purchase o r to  sub
scribe  a t once. Single copies 
are 20c; the subscrip tion  ra te  is 
$2.00 per year.

A dd ress :1
The N ew  In te rn a tio n a l 

116 U n ive rs ity  P lace 
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

W A N TE D
B IC YC LE S  to help b u ild  up 
the Socia lis t Appeal news
stand routes. Anyone w illin g  
to loan o r donate a b icyc le  
should get in  touch im m e d i
a te ly  w ith  the Labo r Book
shop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace.

NEW SSTAND SALES 
W E E K ’S H IG H L IG H T

New Y o rk ’s e ffo rts  to  s tim u 
la te  the c ircu la tio n  o f the So
c ia lis t Appeal on newsstands is 
the m a in  deve lopm ent o f the 
past week. Abe M ille r ,  C ity  
L ite ra tu re  Agent, has la id  ou t 
the fo llo w in g  steps to insure 
the developm ent o f th is  w o rk , 
and p a rt ic u la r ly  d u rin g  the pe
rio d  o f the e lection  cam pa ign  in  
w h ich  the loca l P a rty  is  p a r t ic 
ip a tin g . As evidence o f the im 
provem ent in  some sections in  
newsstand sales, the B ronx  
Borough repo rts  th a t one news
stand sold 38 copies o f an issue, 
and one B ro w n sv ille , B rook lyn , 
newsstand sold 17 copies on the 
second day the paper was p la c 
ed. The m ethods being u tilize d  
in  N ew  Y o rk  a re :

1. B icyc les w herever feasib le  
on rou te  w ork.

2. U tiliz a tio n  o f a ca r in  the 
m id -tow n and Low er E a s t Side 
areas.

3. A le a fle t each week issued 
in  con junction  w ith  newsstand 
w ork .

4. A ssignm ent o f conscien
tious com rades to bu ild  up 
newsstand c ircu la tio n  in  th e ir  
neighborhoods.

SUBSCRIPTIO NS A R E  
W E A K  SPOT

A weak spot, in  N ew  Y o rk , as 
in  m any o ther loca litie s , re 
m ains, how ever, subscrip tions. 
T h is  applies also to  the fa ilu re  
to secure new and renew a l sub
scrip tions s u ff ic ie n tly  fo r  The 
N ew  In te rn a tio n a l.

In  the past week 32 new sub
scrip tions were obta ined and 13 
renew al subscrip tions in  v a r i
ous pa rts  o f the coun try . H en ry  
Schnautz o f E va n sv ille , In d i
ana, m ade good on h is  p rom ise  
by sending in  6 new subscrip 
tions, w h ile  Chicago added an
o ther 4. The subscrip tion  record  
fo r  the past week is as fo llow s :

New R e
new al

New Y o rk  C ity 5 6
S tillw a te r, M inn. 1
Columbus 1
W orcester 2
Chicago 4 1
P lentywood 1 1
E va n sv ille 6
B a ltim o re 2
Boston 1
W ashington, D . C. 1
F itch b u rg 2
P h ilade lph ia 2
D e tro it 1 1
St. Lou is 1
St. P au l 2
Youngstow n 1
Paterson 1
Houston 1
M iscellaneous 1

32 13

I t  w il l  be noted in  these co l
um ns th a t the s m a lle r c ities , 
such as W orcester, B a ltim o re , 
F itch b u rg  and W ashington, D .- 
C., have sys te m a tiva lly  sent in  
subscrip tions w eekly. O f the 
s tronger P a rty  locals, St. P a u l 
and St. Lou is have done the  
best job .
B U N D L E  O R D ER  
S IT U A T IO N  V A R IE S

N ew  Castle, P ennsylvan ia  
has increased its  bundle o rde r 
to 10 copies.

F resno, C a lifo rn ia , too, has 
made another advance, in 
creasing its  bundle o rde r to  10.

A lso in  G lo ve rsv ille , New 
Y o rk , where severa l m em bers 
of the C om m unist P a rty  re 
signed fro m  the p a rty , a bun
dle o rde r has been p laced fo r  
the paper.

In  the A kron  and B a rbe rton , 
Ohio area sys tem atic  e ffo rts  
to s tim u la te  c irc u la tio n  have 
gone fo rw a rd  apace. The new  
agent in  A kron  is  Anthony C ar
ly le .

In  the bundle o rders O akland, 
C a lifo rn ia  has reduced its  o r
der fro m  40 to 30, w h ile  under
going a reo rgan iza tion  o f its  
lite ra tu re  depa rtm en t; b u t un
der C om rade E . M .,»the nom in 
a l reduction  a c tu a lly  is  an im 
p rovem ent in  th e  re a l sales 
and c irc u la tio n  o f the paper, 
and increases can be expected 
soon again.

Toledo, Ohio, has increased 
its  bundle o rde r fro m  20 to 25 
copies pe r issue.

Los Angeles, fin d in g  i t  neces
sa ry  to reorganize its  l ite ra tu re  
depa rtm en t, has reduced its  
re g u la r bundle o rde r fo r  a few  
weeks fro m  200 to  100 and has 
placed Com rade G love r in  
charge o f the w o rk  as fu ll- t im e  
lite ra tu re  agent. The section 
E xecu tive  C om m ttee is  hopefu l 
o f m o b iliz in g  the m em bersh ip  
m ore  fre q u e n tly  in  Red Sun
days, as w e ll as week n ig h t m o
b iliza tions fo r  house to  house 
sales in  va rious  te r r ito r ie s  and 
also to place the paper on news
stands and specia l s tree t sales, 
etc. The N ew  In te rn a tio n a l c ir 
cu la tion  appears to  have been 
s tab ilized  and subscrip tions 
consisten tly  im p roved  under 
the d irec tion  o f H a rry  f ia k e r .

Minimum Guaranteed 
Earningsll

W A N T E D —M en, ifrom en 
and Students

to se ll the  S oc ia lis t A ppea l as 
a p a r t t im e  job . S oc ia lis t A p 
peal now  se lling  v e ry  fa s t on 
the stree ts. One d o lla r a day 
guaranteed. Possible to m ake 
m uch m ore . A p p ly  a ll day 
fro m  12 o ’c lock on a t 116 
U n iv e rs ity  P I., Abe M ille r .



TU E S D A Y , OCTOBER 3, 1939 S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L 3

The Negro and the War
IX

But suppose the war does begin. What do we do then? 
W E  CARRY ON TtHE STRUGGLE R E LE N T LE S S 
L Y  T H A N  BEFORE. For capitalism here in America w ill 
still be the chief enemy. Naturally we shall not be able to 
fight in the same open manner as before. We w ill not be 
able for instance, to hold an anti-war meeting. But in a 
factory some m ilitant workers may propose a strike against 
wage-cuts or oppressive conditions.

There w ill be traitors who w ill jo in  the government and 
capitalists in saying: “ Now that there is a war we must 
sacrifice fo r victory.”  But all true fighters against the war 
w ill refuse to accept this treacherous advice and w ill fight 
as bitterly fo r the rights o f the workers during the war as 
before it. That is the way to fight against war.

Many Ways to Fight War
There are many other ways which we cannot discuss in 

detail here. For instance, the Negroes can form small 
groups who w ill discuss the anti-war struggle, distribute 
leaflets against the war among themselves and their fellow 
workers and friends, and cooperate w ith all others who are 
doing the same important work. Some cowards w ill say 
that this is against the law. O f course it  is against the law. 
But it  is the capitalists who make the law. And he is a great 
fool who obeys the capitalist law when he realizes the ne
cessity o f fighting against capitalism.

The result of all this w ill be, that when the great bulk of 
the people, black and white, begin to  feel the strain o f the 
war and begin to revolt against it, they w ill have leaders 
and people who are well prepared. They w ill have organiza
tions ready to lead the great masses in their assault against 
the chief enemy, the enemy who is at home.

The workers and farmers, white and black, must never 
forget this important fact. The statesmen and the politic
ians did not stop the last war. I t  was the workers o f Russia 
who brought Russia out, by the great revolution o f Octo
ber, 1917. And in November, 1918, it  was the workers o f 
Germany who chased the Kaiser and his government out of 
the country and brought the war to an end. That is what 
we have to aim at. Fighting against the capitalists to pre
vent them going into war, and i f  we fa il to stop them, car
rying on the fight to bring the war to a close as quickly as 
possible. And not only bring it  to a close, but sweep away 
capitalism altogether i f  we get the chance, and so prevent 
this mass slaughter which is inseperable from the cursed 
capitalist system.

I f  America is dragged into the war, during the early 
days the struggle against war w ill be difficult. I t  w ill seem 
hopeless. But in Germany, in December 1914, only one 
man, Karl Liebknecht, raised his voice against the war. 
Four years after, the great masses in Germany were fo l
lowing the advice o f Liebknecht and bringing the war to a 
close by dealing w ith the enemy at home. A t the beginning 
those who oppose may be few, bfit the masses w ill conic to 
us in time as they came to Liebknecht. 1 he mistake that 
the German workers made in 1918 was to  change one capi
talist government for another capitalist government, in
stead o f sweeping away capitalism and establishing a work
ers’ government instead.

We Are International
In  all this difficult work, the Negroes o f America must 

fake the lead. They have most to win. Similar work is'go
ing on in every country at the present time, though natural
ly the capitalist press does not publish it. The Socialist 
Workers Party has brother parties in England, in France, 
in Poland, in India, in A frica, in China, all over the 
world who are carrying on this work. We recognize that 
this is an international struggle and therefore, our organi
zation is international in scope.

Lenin and Trotsky formed the Th ird  International to 
assist the workers, particularly in crises o f this kind.

But today Stalin has the Third  International working 
only to serve him in the bargains that he makes w ith  im
perialist governments like H itler. One day the Stalinists 
say to fight fo r democracy. That is because Stalin wanted 
an alliance w ith Britain. When Stalin joins w ith H itler, the 
Stalinists begin to say that the war is not a war for democ
racy any longer, that it  is a war between imperialist coun
tries. That may sound allright but i f  Stalin changes to
morrow, they w ill change again. They are not leaders of 
the working class but agents o f Stalin. They are particu
larly dangerous because they use revolutionary words and 
have a lot o f money. That must be avoided like poison.

I t  is because o f the treachery o f the T h ird  International 
that genuinely revolutionary workers everywhere have 
formed the Fourth International. Negroes who see the sit
uation clearly should jo in  this party. The workers can nev
er succeed without a powerful and clear-thinking revolu
tionary party. But i f  a Negro does not feel that he wants 
to jo in  a revolutionary party today, that does not prevent, 
him from joining or from form ing an organization o f 
Negroes to fight against war. Such Negro organizations 
w ill work side by side with all other groups who are fight
ing against war in the only way this can be done, by fight
ing against capitalism.

Real Enemy Is at Home
Negro men and women in every country, in America, in 

the West Indies, in A frica ; the Fourth International sum
mons you to fight for your own liberation, fo r fu ll social, 
political and economic rights in America, for the indepen
dence of A frica  and the formation of Negro states in that 
continent so long oppressed. The enemy o f your freedom 
and of your independence is capitalism. Do not support the 
capitalist war. F ight the capitalists in peace, and fight them

' Cash and 
Carry’' Plan 
Speeds U. S. 
War Entry

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
m a y  tra n s p o rt a rm s and a ir 
planes to Canada under the  act. 
A nd th is  is  ca lled  a cash and 
c a rry  n e u tra lity  m easure I

The subterfuges em ployed by 
Roosevelt and h is o ffice  boys in  
the Senate are m ade necessary 
by the ex is ting  ove rw he lm ing  
sen tim en t o f the masses ag
a ins t in vo lv in g  the U n i t e d  
States in  the w a r. T hey m ust 
proceed under the  slogans of 
keeping A m e rica  o u t o f w a r, fo r  
n e u tra lity .

Roosevelt’s P lan
Roosevelt expects th a t the 

adoption o f the  P it tm a n  b i l l  w il l  
lead to a b ig  boom in  in d u s try  
engendered by la rg e  orders 
fro m  Canada, E ng land  and 
F rance . T h a t the ava ilab le  cash 
and re s tric te d  c re d its  o f the 
A llie s  w il l  soon be used up, ahd 
th a t they  w il l  then ask fo r  
m ore extended c red its . The a l
te rn a tive  w ould  then be a c r i 
sis in  in d u s try  as a re su lt o f 
the cessation o f o rders fro m  
abroad o r the extension o f 
large-scale, long -te rm  cred its . 
Roosevelt feels confiden t th a t 
a t such a m om ent the sen ti
m en t o f the masses can be 
changed in to  support o f the A l
lies, in c lu d in g  A m e rica n  m i l i 
ta ry  in te rven tion  in  the w a r to 
guarantee paym en t o f the cred
its .

In  the com ing period  there  
w il l  be heated debates in  Con
gress between the  iso la tio n is t 
forces and the A d m n is tra tio n  
supporters. B o rah  and h is 
fr iends  w il l  oppose the l if t in g  of 
the a rm s em bargo. B u t they 
are unable to r a l ly  the  people 
aga inst the p lans o f W a ll S treet 
and th e ir  agents in  W ashington. 
They are fo r  the  defense o f the 
system  o f c a p ita lis t im p e ria l
ism , fo r  increased a rm am ents 
and fo r  “ con tinen ta l defense.”  
The p ro -w a r forces know  th a t 
the opposition o f the  iso la tion 
ists w il l  collapse lik e  a house 
o f cards i f  they  succeed in  
d ragg ing  the  U.S. in to  the w a r. 
They know  th a t these gentle, 
m en w il l  be inva luab le  re c ru it
ing  sergeants under such condi
tions.

A  th ird  fo rce  m us t in te rvene  
to  stop R oosevelt’s d as ta rd ly  
schem e: the  organized m ig h t 
o f the w o rk in g  class and genu
ine ly  an ti-w a r e lem ents o f the 
coun try .

Begins Bronx Open-Air Speaking Tour

M A X  SHAC HTM AN

The Balance Sheet of 
Stalinist Bonapartism

J . G. W R IG H T

In  Janua ry  1935, Leon T ro t
sky, ana lyz ing  the  degenera
tion  of the S ta lin  reg im e, w ro te :

“ A  d ip lo m a tic  re tre a t before 
the w o rld  bourgeoisie and be
fo re  re fo rm is m ; an economic 
re tre a t before the pe tty  bour
geois tendencies w ith in  the 
c o u n try ; a p o lit ic a l offensive 
aga inst the p ro le ta r ia n  van 
guard—th is  is the th ree-fo ld  
fo rm u la  o f the new chap te r in  
the developm ent o f S ta lin is t 
B o n a p a rtism .”

T h is  chap te r, app rox im a te ly  
fro m  1934 to A ugust 1939, has 
come to  a close, punctuated, so 
to  speak, by  the ou tb reak  of 
w a r, w h ich  in  its  tu rn  opens a 
new page not o n ly  in  the degen-

Leading M ilitants o f Communist 
Party Resign to Join the S. W. P.

We who have been fo r  m any 
years active  m em bers o f the 
C om m unist P a rty , a fte r long 
and ca re fu l ana lysis, have 
come to  the conclusion th a t the 
CP has abandoned the revo lu 
tio n a ry  positions based on 
M a rx  and Len in . We, there fore , 
resigned fro m  the CP on Sep
tem ber 11. A fte r an equa lly  
ca re fu l exam ina tion  o f the p ro 
g ra m  o f the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  we fee l sa tis fied  th a t i t  is  
the on ly  p a rty  adhering to  the 
class strugg le  p ro g ra m  of 
M a rx ism -L e n in ism . We the re 
fo re  announce ou r agreem ent 
and support o f the p ro g ra m  o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

F o r the past few  years we 
have w itnessed the shameless 
and open support by the CP o f 
the c a p ita lis t N ew  D eal •— the 
b lanke t endorsem ent o f the 
Roosevelt s tr ike b re a k in g  p o li
cies th a t led to  the  se llou t of 
hundreds o f thousands o f W PA 
w orke rs  who w ere ready fo r 
m ili ta n t s tr ik e  action. W hile  the 
A F L  m em bers w ere on s tr ike  
aga inst wage cuts and the 
W oodrum  R e lie f B i l l  signed by 
the P res ident w h ich  ca lled  fo r  
the f ir in g  o f 1,000,000 W PA 
w orke rs—the W orkers A lliance , 
th rough  H e rb e rt B e n ja m in , a 
m em ber o f the N a tiona l Com
m ittee  o f the  CP, sent a dec la r
a tion to P res ident Roosevelt in  
w h ich  he Stated: “ The W ork
ers A lliance  o f A m erica  has a 

| fixed  po licy  w ith  rega rd  to

IN  P R A IS E  OF 
T H E  A P P E A L
To The E d ito r

A fte r  read ing  the Septem ber 
13 issue o f the S ocia list Appeal, 
I  believe you r paper deserves 
pra ise  fo r  you r stand aga inst 
w a r. As a fo rm e r m em ber of 
the C om unist P a rty , m y  res
pects to the S ocia lis t Appeal fo r  
unm asking  and exposing the 
B row ders and the henchm en o f 
slaughter-house S ta lin  here in  
A m erica .

B row der and h is  stooges 
stand exposed before the m ass
es o f A m e rica  as the N um ber 
One tra ito rs  to the A m erican  
w o rk in g  class. I  sha ll do e ve ry 
th in g  in  m y  "power to unm ask 
and expose these enemies o f the 
to ilin g  masses. I t  is  the d u ty  o f 
eve ry  s incere ra n k  and f i le

C om m unist co come out and op
en ly denounce S ta lin  and h is 
henchmen in  A m e rica  fo r  w ha t 
they re a lly  are.

The stooges o f B row der in  
th is  p a rt o f the coun try  re m in d  
me o f a m u d -tu rtle  on d ry  land. 
They have pu lled  in  th e ir  necks 
and are la y in g  back like  a 
snake in  the grass. S ta lin  has 
sent them  shadow-boxing bu t 
th is  tim e  the sincere A m erican  
w orkers  w il l  d e live r the  knock
ou t puch to  the  B row ders and 
th e ir  type . As one who fough t 
aga inst the W orld  W ar o f 1914, 
m y  stand sha ll re m a in  the 
same as ever and th a t is a 
f i r m  stand aga inst w a r and the 
w ar-m ongers in  th is  coun try— 
the B row ders inc luded.

F . L .
D u lu th , M inn .

still more in war. Do not jo in  w ith one group o f capitalists 
against another. F ight against both. The real enemy is at 
home.

In  Britain, in France, in Germany, in India, in China, 
everywhere workers who do not see this today w ill see it 
tomorrow. The united workers and farmers of the world 
w ill oppose this bloody imperialist war to the bitter end. 
We w ill seek to build the new society, in which all men i r 
respective o f color or race, w ill be able to  work in security 
and peace, and with fu ll enjoyment o f the good things o f 
the earth.

T h e  E nd

s trikes  and has no t departed 
fro m  th is  po licy  in  th is  in 
stance. We have n o t ca lled  any 
s tr ike  and are no t now  ca llin g  
s tr ikes  o f W PA w o rke rs .”  
(D a ily  W orker, J u ly  18, 1939). 
In  our opin ion, by th is  s ta te
m en t the CP, th rough  the ac
tion  o f its  responsbile represen
ta tive s  in  the W orkers A lliance , 
stands condemned as a s tr ik e 
b reake r and a tool o f the  Roose
v e lt  A d m in is tra tio n .

As fa r  back as M a y  1937, we 
had an experience in  the Y o rk- 
v ille  section o f the CP w h ich  
served as an exam ple—an eye- 
opener—of the sabotaging ta c 
tics  w ith  rega rd  to s tr ike s  o f 
the CP. We re fe r to  the w e ll- 
known sitdow n s tr ik e  o f 130 cig - 
a rm akers  o f the Auton-Bock 
C igar Co., located in  the  Y o rk - 
v ille  d is tr ic t. When the s tr ike  
was b rough t to  the a tten tion  o f 
the Section B uro  by one o f us, 
the shop w o rk  d ire c to r and the 
section o rgan ize r rem arked  
th a t i t  invo lved  on ly  a few  
w orkers  and there fo re  d id  no t 
requ ire  discussion o r action. 
F o r ta k in g  the in it ia t iv e  in  m o
b iliz in g  support fo r  the s tr ike  
and fo r  re p o rtin g  the a ttitude  
o f the section o rgan ize r, one of 
us was fra m e d  b y  the N .Y . D is
t r ic t  C om m ittee  o f the CP as 
a fa c tio n a lis t, rem oved as o rg 
an izer o f the W orkers A lliance , 
and “ deported”  to  a d iffe re n t 
section.

These po lic ies w h ich  w ere a 
brake upon re vo lu tio n a ry  action 
w ere exp la ined by  the CP as a 
necessity in  o rde r to  fa c ilita te  
the strugg le  aga inst fasc ism . 
A c tu a lly , in  p rac tice  the CP 
has been no t m e re ly  passive 
bu t an ac tive  co llabo ra to r w ith  
the ru lin g  class in  pav ing  the 
w ay tow a rd  fasc ism  in  the U.S. 
Th is  can be seen by the action  
o f the CP on F e b ru a ry  20 when 
i t  ordered a ll its  m em bers and 
sym path izers to s ta y  away 
fro m  the counter-dem onstra
tio n  ca lled  by the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty . B y  c a llin g  th is  
counter-dem onstra tion the SWP 
showed the co rre c t w ay to 
s trugg le  aga inst fasc ism . The 
“ de m o cra tic ”  LaG u a rd ia  po
lice , w h ile  p ro tec ting  F r i tz  
K uhn  and h is  fo llow ers , b ru ta l
ly  a ttacked the an ti-fasc is ts . 
Th is  police b ru ta lity  rece ived 
the pra ise  o f the CP. The D a ily  
W orke r of F e b ru a ry  22 la s t 
p rin te d  a s ta tem ent fro m  M a y
o r L a G u a rd ia : “ I  th in k  the po
lice  d id  a v e ry  sp lendid  job . 
The m eeting  was he ld  and 
th a t’s th a t

T h a t the  CP and the  C l had 
no in ten tion  o f fig h tin g  fasc ism  
o r p u ttin g  up a re a l s trugg le  
aga inst w a r became c le a r w ith  
the s ign ing  o f the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact. We had a lw ays, and s t i l l  
do, recognize the r ig h t o f the 
Soviet U nion to m ake pacts

w ith  c a p ita lis t powers, in c lu d 
in g  H it le r  G erm any. B u t we 
refuse to  accept a S ta lin -H itle r 
pac t w h ich  means jo in t  m ili ta ry  
actions and jo in t  “ com m un i
ques”  about how  S ta lin ’s troops 
w il l  m op up w ha t H it le r 's  
troops have no t ye t fin ished. 
Above a ll we refuse to accept 
the la te s t tu rn  in  the polic ies 
of the A m e rica n  CP as a re s u lt 
of the pact. The A m e rica n  CP 
has suddenly come ou t fo r  
“ n e u tra lity ”  because i t  realizes 
th a t the  Soviet U n ion  is  today 
a llied  w ith  N azi G erm any. We 
refuse to belong to a p a rty  
w h ich  bases its  po lic ies on the 
m aneuvers o f the K re m lin  fo r 
e ign o ffice , instead o f the le g i
tim a te  in te rests  o f the w o rld  
w o rk in g  class its e lf.

We came to  rea lize  th a t ou r 
place was no longer in  the CP. 
We there fo re  took the f i r s t  oc
casion to express our d isagree
m en t a t a m em bersh ip  m eeting . 
A t th a t m eeting  the  p a c t was 
ha iled  as a g re a t v ic to ry  fo r 
peace, as hav ing  strengthened 
the defense o f the Sovie t U nion. 
In  ou r c r it ic is m  we po inted out 
th a t the pac t encouraged H it le r  
to m ake w a r on P oland and was 
a guarantee fro m  S ta lin  to sup
p ly  H it le r  w ith  ra w  m a te ria ls  
necessary to C arry on the im 
p e ria lis t w a r. We also stated 
tha t defense o f the  Soviet U nion 
is no t guaranteed by a pac t 
w ith  H it le r  o r w ith  the so-called 
dem ocra tic  governm ents o f 
B r ita in "  F rance  and the  U.S. 
b u t by the in te rn a tio n a l so lid a r
ity  o f the w o rk in g  class. B y  th is  
we m ean t no t defense o f S ta lin  
and h is bu reaucracy bu t de
fense o f the w orkers  state in  the 
Sovie t U nion. The ' section o r
ganizer, the fu e h re r o f Y o rk - 
v ille , no t hav ing  any convinc
ing  argum ents in  defense o f the 
in fam ous S ta lin -H itle r pact, in 
dulged in  the m ost contem pt
ib le  slanders and cheap nam e
ca llin g , such as “ fa sc is t scum . 
O n ly  yeste rday ru m o rs  o f any 
p a c t between G e rm any  and the 
Soviet U n ion  w ere denounced 
as fa sc is t lies. Today when the 
p a c t is a re a lity  anyone who 
does no t applaud is  ca lled  fas' 
c is t scum . T h is  is S ta lin is t log
ic .

These ta c tics  ind ica te  the 
com plete lack  o f dem ocracy 
th a t exists in  the CP. The p a r
ty  m a in ta ins  its  ru le  over the  
m em bersh ip  th rough  a T a m 
m any-like  b u reaucra tic  m a 
chine w h ich  is  m ore  and m ore  
being exposed to the  honest 
m em bers and sym path ize rs . To 
those honest and in te llig e n t 
m em bers who w ish  to em anci
pate the w o rk in g  class, we ap
peal to  repud ia te  the CP and 
jo in  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l to 
f ig h t fo r  Socia lism .

S ID N E Y  L E R O Y
S iR A H  R IC E

era tion  o f S ta lin ism  b u t in  the 
h is to ry  o f m ankind .

In  the l ig h t o f the forego ing  
fo rm u la , I  propose to  d ra w  a 
p re lim in a ry  balance sheet.

PUR G ES C R IP P L E  
ECO NO M IC L IF E

L it t le  need be sa id  o f the 
S ta lin is t o ffensive aga inst the 
p ro le ta r ia n  vanguard , w h ich  
unfo lded in  th is  period  in  a  se
ries  o f persecutions, fram e-ups, 
and m urde rs  unm atched in  the 
annals o f h is to ry . The fa c ts  are 
s t i l l  fresh  in  the m inds o f a ll. 
W ith  the tu rn  in  d ip lom acy, the 
b u re a u cra tic  te r ro r  was im m e 
d ia te ly  in tens ified . A fte r  the  as
sassination o f K iro v , the te r ro r  
was unleashed, c u lm in a tin g  in  
the M oscow T r ia ls , the m assa
cre  o f the generations o f Octo
ber a t home, and assassina
tions abroad (m u rd e r o f Ignace 
Reiss, Leon Sedov, R . K lem en t, 
thousands o f m ilita n ts  in  Spain, 
etc.)

P urge  upon purge fo llow ed 
w h ich  beheaded the Red A rm y , 
and c ripp led  e ve ry  sphere o f 
S ovie t socia l, p o lit ic a l and eco
nom ic  life . Those executed 
num bered tens o f thousands; 
those ja ile d , hundreds o f thou
sands, w h ile  not less than  fo u r 
m illio n  were herded in to  G PU  
b a rracks  and concentra tion  
cam ps. F a r  fro m  in su rin g  the 
reg im e  a t home, th is  purge on
ly  added so m uch tin d e r fo r  the 
explosive forces th a t have ac
cum ula ted  under the leaden l id  
o f B o n a p a rtis t oppression.

On the w o rld  arena, S ta lin ’s 
re tre a t led  s w if t ly  to a ca p itu 
la tion  to the  fa sc is t w in g  o f the 
w o rld  bourgeoisie (the S ta lin - 
H it le r  A llia n ce ). I t  was preced
ed by a ca p itu la tio n  to the 
“ d em ocra tic ”  w ing  o f im p e r
ia lism  (the F ranco-S ovie t P act, 
the S ta lin -L ava l C om m unique, 
the e n try  in to  the League o f 
N ations, the defense o f the V e r
sa illes  T re a ty , the  p o licy  o f the 
People ’s F ro n ts ).

Thus, in  a s tr ic t ly  lim ite d  
sense, i t  m a y  be sa id  th a t in  
the p o lit ic a l sphere S ta lin  was 
able to d raw  his w o rk  to  a con
clusion.

T H E  COURSE OF 
ECO NO M IC R E T R E A T

B u t the econom ic re tre a t a t 
home has fa r  fro m  fo llow ed 
th is  re c tilin e a r course. I f  the 
ca p itu la tio n  to the dem ocra tic  
w ing  o f the w o rld  bourgeoisie 
was accom panied in te rn a lly  by 
the re tu rn  to the  m a rke t, the 
in troduc tion  o f S takhanovism
(1935) , the N ew C onstitu tion
(1936) , concessions to the peas
a n try  (the r ig h t to  trade , p r i 
va te ly  cu ltiva te d  “ fa r m ”  s tr ip s , 
ow nersh ip  o f land  in  pe rp e tu ity , 
m ild  ta x  law s, e tc .), and r ig id  
leg is la tion  aga inst la b o r (De
cem ber, 1938)—th a t is , i f  S ta l
in  re tre a te d  h ith e rto  before the 
p e tty  bourgeois tendencies 
w ith in  the coun try , then the im 
m ediate  e ffec t o f the  S ta lin -H it
le r pac t has been to h a lt th is  
re tre a t.

In  a p reced ing  a rt ic le , the 
m a in  fea tu res o f th is  new  de
ve lopm en t w ere ou tlined . W ith  
the bela ted a r r iv a l o f Moscow 
papers to  th is  coun try , add ition 
a l data is  now  ava ilab le  on the 
econom ic b lin d -a lle y  o f the 
S ta lin  reg im e , and the m echan
ics w hereby i t  seeks to  ove r
come its  newest c ris is . The fu l l  
te x t o f the  new a g ric u ltu ra l 
la w  is no t ye t ava ilab le—i f  i t  
ever w il l  b e !—ne ithe r are  any 
repo rts  o f the “ d iscussion”  th a t 
took place a t the sessions o f 
the Suprem e Council. B u t we 
do have now the te x t o f the  re 
p o rt de live red  by A . G . Zverev, 
People ’s C om m issar o f F i 
nance, on th is  la w .

The re p o rt is  v e ry  b r ie f, and 
sets a new  m a rk  fo r  evasive
ness. O n ly  fro m  the P ra vd a  ed 
ito r ia l do we glean the  fa c t th a t 
the ta x  “ fo r  p r iv a te ly  r im  en 
te rp rises  am ounts to 11-25% o f 
th e ir  incom e” . (P ravda , Aug
ust 29).

Z ve re v ’s re p o rt, w h ich  ca re 
fu l ly  c ircum nav iga tes  th is  as
pect o f the new  leg is la tion , nev
ertheless c le a rly  ind ica tes th a t 
the ac tua l ta x  is h igher by  as 
m uch as one-th ird . The co rres
ponding passage fro m  Z ve re v ’s 
re p o rt touch ing  on th is  po in t 
reads as fo llo w s :

“ I  sha ll n o t go in to  d e ta il on 
a ll these norm s, b u t I  m ust say 
th a t th is  question—the question 
o l f ix in g  the norm s on va rious  
stap le  crops demands excep
tio n a l a tten tion  and com m en
sura te  discussion on the p a rt o f 
the Deputies o f the Supreme 
Council o f the USSR. . . The 
la w  g ives the People ’s C om m is
sa ria ts  o f the Federa ted  Repub
lics  the  r ig h t  to f ix  d iffe re n t 
norm s o f (ca lcu la ting ) revenue 
in  va rious branches o f a g ric u l
tu re  and various fo rm s o f s ta 
ple crops w ith  a v ie w  to in 
creasing  or low ering  the norm s 
envisaged by the la w  — up to 
30% o f these n o rm s .”  There is 
in te rn a l evidence th a t the fo rm 

u la  “ increas ing  o r lo w e rin g ”  is  
p u re ly  rh e to rica l. The stress is 
on the increase. T h is  is  proved, 
am ong o ther th ings , by  the ex
tre m e ly  b r ie f in te rv a l set fo r  
the co llec tion  o f the ta x , w h ich  
im m e d ia te ly  goes in to  e ffec t.

B U R E A U C R A C Y  E X E M P T  
F R O M  T A X A T IO N

The deadline se t fo r  the pay
m en t o f the new  ta x  is : Octo
be r 1, N ovem ber 1, and Decem 
ber I ,  th a t is  to  say, fro m  60 to 
90 days, and even less. On th is  
p o in t Z ve rev  is  ca tego ric . He 
sa id : “ The P eop le ’s Com m is
sa ria ts  o f the Federa ted  Repub
lics  have the r ig h t  to  speed up 
the tim e  se t fo r  co llec tion  o f 
paym ents . . . b u t b y  n o t m ore  
than  one m o n th .”  (P ravda , 
A ugust 29).

F u rth e rm o re , the  la w  p ro 
vides fo r  the ta xa tio n  n o t on ly  
o f well-to-do peasants b u t even 
“ the incom e o f (a g r ic u ltu ra l)  
labore rs  and em ployes”  h ith e r
to exem pt.

W hat socia l p rop  has the  re 
g im e to lean  upon aga inst the 
inev itab le  re a c tio n  o f the peas
an try?  The answ er is  supp lied  
by the exem ption  clauses in  the 
law . A p a rt fro m  the  aged, the 
on ly  ones exem pt are, and we 
c ite  Z ve rev  v e rb a tim :

“ N o t sub jec t to  the a g ric u l
tu ra l ta x  are teachers and ag
ronom ists, zoo techn ic ians, ve t
e rin a ria n s , doctors and b a rbe r- 
surgeons, fe r t i l iz e r  specia lis ts  
and a g r ic u ltu ra l technic ians, 
engineers, ch ie f m echanics, d i
rec to rs  o f the M echan ica l 
T ra c to r S tations, d ire c to rs  o f 
m echan ica l tra c to r  shops and 
d irec to rs  o f Sovkhozes; togeth
e r w ith  the lead ing  personnel o f 
the d is tr ic t—to the  num ber o f 
no t m ore  than  30 persons to  a 
d is tr ic t. . .”  (id e m ).

In  o the r w ords, Z verev m ere 
ly  lis ts  the  re ce n tly  constitu ted  
bureaucracy, in  the ru ra l a re 
as. Such is  the com position  o f 
the new tops in  S ovie t Society. 
I t  m a y  n o t be superfluous to 
quote fro m  a re p o rt fro m  K ie v  
(the c o u n try ’s g ra n a ry ) w h ich  
casts fu r th e r  l ig h t on the lead
ing  ro le  o f the  new a ris toc racy . 
In  the repo rt, w h ich  de ta ils  the 
progress o f p repa ra tions  fo r  the 
com ing elections to  the loca l 
S ovie ts), i t  is  s ta ted : “ G rea t 
a c t iv ity  was evidenced in  the 
reg iona l conference o f ag ita 
to rs , a t w h ich  about 600 w ere 
present—teachers, agronom ists, 
doctors, the lead ing  personnel 
of the co lle c tive s .”  (P ravda , 
A ugust 27).

A  s tra tu m  o f the popu la tion  
th a t has its  roots deep in  the 
p e tty  bourgeoisie is  the sole re 
m a in in g  p rop  o f the re g im e !

A C LU E  TO T H E  
B U R E A U C R A C Y ’ S S IZE

H ow  re lia b le  is  th is  laye r?  It. 
has a ll the vices o f the c lassic 
p e tty  bourgeoisie and none o f 
its  v irtu e s , especia lly  in  te rm s  
o f tra in in g , e ffic iency  and lo y 
a lty  to  the  ru lin g  reg im e  th a t 
characterizes the p e tty  bour
geoisie in  c a p ita lis t countries. 
In  subservience alone do S ta l
in ’s p e tty  bourgeois cohorts 
m a tch  th e ir  p ro to types else
w here.

The n u m e rica l s treng th  o f the  
bu reaucracy  has been one o f 
the m ost jea lous ly  guarded se
c re ts  o f the reg im e . B u t the  o f
f ic ia l press now supplies us 
w ith  a clue even in  th is  sphere. 
In  an e d ito r ia l devoted to the 
p repa ra tions  fo r  the com ing 
elections to the loca l Soviets, 
P ra vd a  fo r  A ugust 27 States the 
fo llo w in g : “ 1,300,000 Deputies 
w il l  be e lected to  the  loca l So
v ie ts  o f to ile rs ’ deputies. 
M illio n s  o f to ile rs  in  the  c ity  
and coun try  have been d raw n  
in to  the p repa ra tions fo r  the 
e lections to the loca l Soviets. 
Suffice i t  to  adduce a s ing le  
fa c t:  A cco rd ing  to fa c tu a l re 
ports , in  the  w hole o f the  US 
SR there  w il l  be a p p ro x im a te ly  
7 -m illio n " people invo lved  in  
(the w o rk  o f) the e lec to ra l com 
m iss ions.”

The reg im e  boasts o f a sup
p o rtin g  a rm y  o f 7 m illio n . P e r
haps th a t is  n o t exaggerated. 
One th in g  is  ce rta in , w h ile  the 
b u lk  o f the  D eputies (1,300,000) 
w il l  be composed o f “ teachers, 
agronom ists, doctors, e tc ., 
e tc .” , the m a jo r ity  o f the 7 m i l
lio n  m us t fa l l  in to  a som ew hat 
d iffe re n t ca tegory. The low e r 
tie rs  o f th is  young b u re a u cra tic  
a rm y  have th e ir  roots in  and 
are sub jec t to  the pressure o f 
the w o rk in g  class on the  dhe 
hand and the  peasan try  on the 
o ther.

The actua l course o f the 
s trugg le  alone w il l  de te rm ine  
w hich o f these tw o cam ps w il l  
p re v a il. A n  im p o rta n t in d ic a 
tion  o f the acual trends in  these 
tw o cam ps, as w e ll as th e ir  re l
a tive  s treng th , w il l  perhaps be 
dem onstra ted in  the v e ry  nex t 
days ahead, sp e c ifica lly , in. the 
elections to the loca l Soviets 
w h ich  w il l  co incide w ith  the 
deadline fo r ta x  collections.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living tor every worker.
2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
S. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 

90-hour weekly maximum for all workers on 
all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. All war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.
12. Full social, political and economic equality 

for the Negro people.

A  Step Forward
The candidates o f the American Labor Party 

fo r the coming election have been announced by 
the State Secretary o f the American Labor Party 
— and although this announcement came before 
the meeting o f the Executive Committee which 
was supposed to select them at its meeting next 
Saturday, the fact that so far as is known they 
have made no deals w ith  either Republicans or 
Democrats makes it possible to support them as 
working class candidates.

The support o f the Socialist Workers Party 
for these candidates is based on their independ
ence as working class candidates and the urgent 
need o f the working class for political action on 
its own program independent o f the capitalist 
parties.

But while the Socialist Workers Party can 
support these candidates because o f the inde
pendent stand they have taken, the silence o f the 
State Executive Committee o f the American La
bor Party in regard to war policy, unless recti
fied immediately, can negate this independence 
and in  fact chain the American Labor Party to 
the war machine.

The war issue now constitutes the dividing 
line between capitalist parties and working class 
parties. I t  is a dividing line that cannot be strad
dled.

A  political party is o f value to the working 
class only in so far as it espouses the cause o f 
the working class; and the next step in  the d i
rection o f independence from the capitalist 
parties is the formulation o f a fighting program.

W ar and fascism— these are the burning is
sues upon which the political parties o f the 
workers must take a stand in this period. The 
fight against war and fascism together w ith the 
fight fo r the most elementary reforms such as 
lower prices o f food, lower rents, must be es
poused by the American Labor Party. Only the 
most temporary successes can accrue to it  i f  
it  takes any other course.

When the people have learned the meaning o f 
the present imperialist war through the intense 
suffering that the m ilitary dictatorship w ill en
tail, they w ill turn to those parties which fought 
their battles from the beginning o f the war.

A  progressive step has been taken by the 
American Labor Party in refraining from the 
kind o f deals w ith the capitalist parties it  made 
in the past. No\y it  is necessary to take another 
step forward by formulating a clear program 
against.war and fascism.

Making New Friends
A  Washington dispatch by the Associated 

Press tells the following touching story o f the 
reconciliation between President Roosevelt and 
Senator Carter Glass o f V irg in ia :

“ When the 81-year-old legislator went to see 
the chief executive a few hours after that ad
dress was delivered, it  was said that M r. Roose
velt slapped him on the back and exclaimed: 

‘Well, it took a war to get us together again. 
I  hope it w ill take an earthquake to separate us. ”  

An interesting and symbolical story. Glass 
has always represented arch-reaction in the Sen
ate. Southern Bourbon to the marrow o f his 
bones, he violently attacked Roosevelt on more 
than one occasion, seeing in the President’s mild 
and queazy reforms— never made in anything

U nem ploym ent, Deeper M isery— 
A  P ic tu re  o f B ritis h  “ D em ocracy”  
As I t  Operates U nder W ar-R ule

but the interests o f preserving American capital 
ism— something suspiciously approaching may 
hem and revolution.

What brings them together— the darling o f 
the Economic Royalists and their pretended en
emy? The war!

As he drives the United States closer and clos
er to participation in the mad world„slaughter 
out o f which he hopes American imperialism 
w ill emerge the master o f the wealth and power 
of the globe, Roosevelt w ill most certainly find 
more and more now friends o f the Carter Glass 
type. A t bottom, they never had divided loyalties. 
They differed only in having two varying con
ceptions o f how best to preserve the sick and 
rotting body o f American capitalism, o f how 
best to prevent the working class from removing 
from the scene the! decaying mess that is poison
ing all social life.

Imperialist war is the great solvent o f their 
differences. On that score, all sections o f the 
capitalist class are united. In to  the w a r! Mak
ing the world safe for democracy ’ is even better 
business now than it  was in 1917. Profit, and 
more profit, and still more profit— that s the 
outlook fo r American capitalism in the war.

Old friends of W all Street and reaction as 
well as new friends —  on to the fight under 
Generalissimo Roosevelt!

A  New Dilemma
- L ife  is certainly no bowl of cherries for the 

leaders o f the Stalinist party, and the sickly 
green look on their faces as they slink down the 
side streets to reach the headquarters o f the 
Daily IV or her should prove it  to anybody.

Just a few days ago, they were given the d irty 
job o f whitewashing the H itler-Stalin pact. 
They finally got around to a limping explanation 
o f it and i f  it  wasn’t any good, at least they did 
the best they could w ith the instructions from 
Moscow. The world war fo r which they were 
clamoring in every key and language suddenly 
turned out to be, in their new analysis, an im
perialist war. For saying no more than this, we 
were savagely denounced as agents o f H itle r 
only a few days earlier.

No sooner had they got this o ff their chests, 
than the new Ribbentrop-Molotov statement was 
made public. I t  doesn’t say anything about an 
imperialist war—that goes without saying. I t  
does, however, give an analysis o f the war which 
is identical, thought fo r thought and even word 
fo r word, w ith that given by H itler, Goebbels, 
Goering & Co. since the war broke out.

Poland? A  bag o f shells. Not worth fighting 
over, and anyway, i t ’s all finished Now that H it
ler has his belly fu ll o f conquered Poland, he’d 
like to rest a b it until he has it  fu lly  digested, and 
he naturally doesn’t  want his repose disturbed by 
a war on the western front. V irtua lly  since the 
war began, the H itle r mob has therefore been 
proposing an imperialist peace to England and 
France and, when rejected, to throw the onus o f 
the continuation o f the war exclusively on the 
shoulders o f the “'democratic”  pirates.

Now Stalin-Molotov jo in  in the H itle r chorus. 
Accept H itle r’s peace, or we denounce you as the 
war-mongers, the aggressors, and take “ neces
sary measures”  to support H itle r the peace-lover.

Do not imagine fo r a moment that the belly- 
grinders o f the Stalinist leadership w ill hesitate 
to swallow the nevy line. As stooges o f the Krem
lin, they are the fa ith fu l spokesmen in 'this 
country fo r the H itler-Stalin alliance. I f  H itle r 
has to be pictured as an aggrieved angel o f 
peace in order to continue in Stalin’s graces, 
Browder and Co. w ill picture him just that way.

The new dilemma created by Ribbentrop-Mol
otov w ill be resolved by the Communist Party 
leadership by wrapping their tongues just a 
little  more firm ly around Stalin’s boots.

By B R ITA N N IC U S  
I

The bitterness of w a r a lready 
has penetra ted in to  the con
sciousness o f the masses o f the 
people in  G re a t B r ita in . No 
am ount o f censorship can p re 
ven t iso la ted item s ge tting  in to  
the press w h ich  show the s itu a 
tion  a fte r less than a m onth of 
w a r. Thus Hannen S w affe r, in  
the D a ily  H e ra ld  of Septem ber 
13, reports  th a t a ll the plans 
fo r  s lum  clearance in  London, 
w h ich  were being ca rr ie d  out 
by H e rb e rt M orrison , labo r 
leader, w ere stopped on the in 
s tructions o f the Cabinet. And 
i f  any tow n in  the w o rld  needs 
s lum  clearance, i t  is  London.

W a lte r E ll io t ,  M in is te r of 
H ea lth , in fo rm ed  loca l housing 
au thorities  in  E ng land  and 
Wales, o f the suspension o f a ll 
s lum -clearance and redevelop
m en t schemes a fte r l iv in g  con
d itions, wages. The M in is try  of 
T ra n sp o rt has suspended Sec
tion  19 o f the  Road T ra ff ic  A c t 
l im it in g  the w o rk in g  hours of 
tru c k  d rive rs . The E d inbu rgh  
Scotsman o f Septem ber 9 stated 
th a t -the West o f Scotland m in 
ers are in  danger o f wage cuts. 
M IL L IO N S  A D D E D  
TO U N E M P L O Y E D

In  the N . Y . Post o f Septem
ber 25, Oswald G a rrison  V il-  
la rd , one o f the g rea t defenders 
o f dem ocracy, pa in ts a d ism a l 
p ic tu re  o f E ng land  a fte r three 
weeks o f w a r. Despite the num 
bers o f m en d raw n  o ff fo r  the 
a rm y , navy , and a ir  fo rce  and 
the enorm ous expansion o f the 
c le r ic a l services in  G overnm ent 
m in is tr ie s  “ The l i r s t  re s u lt o f 
the w a r here has been to  add 
m illio n s  to the unem ployed, 
m illio n s  who do no t y e t know 
w ha t is  going to happen to them  
and w here they  w il l  f in d  some
th in g  else to do.

“ When to  th is  is  added the 
wholesale m ig ra tio n  th a t is  ta k 
ing  place fro m  the c ities  in  fe a r 
o f a ir-ra id s , i t  is  possible to ge t 
some idea o f the  completeness 
o f the d is loca tion  o f B r it is h  life , 
even in  fa m ilie s  th a t have no 
sons o r  husbands going to  the 
fro n t. ’ ’

The w h ite -co lla r w o rke rs  
have su ffe red  m ost. Thousands 
o f c le rks  have been d ism issed 
fro m  adve rtis ing  agencies, to u r
is t o ffices '.etc. The tra n sp o rt 
w o rke rs  have su ffe red  th rough 
thousands o f busses, tax i-cabs 
and passenger tra in s  being used 
fo r w a r w o rk , and th is  has no t 
been com pensated fo r  by  the 
tra n sp o rt o f troops and m ili ta r y  
fre ig h t. The collapse o f the  en

te rta in m e n t, book - pub lish ing , 
and the newspaper business 
con tribu te  to the g row th  o f the 
num bers o f unem ployed. 
“ F IG H T IN G  H IT L E R ” —B Y  
E X P L O IT IN G  LABO R

And w ha t o f our doughty w a r
rio rs  fo r  dem ocracy, the em 
ployers? How have they  been 
fa rin g ?  M r. V il la rd  need not 
have to ld  us th a t, “ some em 
ployers who are doing w e ll are 
u tiliz in g  the oppo rtun ity  to  w o rk  
the  employees they re ta in  h a rd 
er by lengthening th e ir  hours 
and the num ber o f w ork-days a 
w eek.”  N a tu ra lly  a ll th is  is to 
w in  the v ic to ry  over H it le r is m  
and the em ployer does n o t re 
g re t th a t th is  places fa t  p ro fits  
in to  h is pockets.

W hy th is  d isorder, th is  d is lo 
ca tion  o f the life  o f the w o rk 
ers? W asn’t  B r ita in  prepared? 
O f course B r ita in  was thorough
ly  prepared fo r  the w a r. The 
Scotsman of Septem ber 9 
states o f the iro n  and steel in 
dus try , th a t p roduction  is  now 
on a h igh leve l, w ith  plans to 
increase ou tpu t to the m a x i
m um . A t the ou tb reak  o f w a r, 
every  b las t fu rnace , every  ro l l
in g  m il l  and production  u n it had 
a lready  been lis ted  w ith  its  ex 
ac t capab ilities . Stocks o f ra w  
and fin ished m a te ria l were 
known to the la s t pound.

The tra n sp o rt o f the B r it is h  
E xp e d itio n a ry  fo rce  was c a r
rie d  ou t w ith o u t a h itch . W hy 
then th is  apparen t n e g lec t of 
the w o rk in g  class and th is  m is 
e ry  am ong the w orkers? A t the 
beginn ing o f the la s t w a r the 
G overnm ent de lib e ra te ly  en
couraged d ism issa ls to d rive  
m en in to  the  a rm y . B u t th is  
tim e  there  is conscrip tion . The 
reason is th a t the B r it is h  gov
e rnm ent, like  the A m erican , is 
de term ined th a t th is  tim e  there  
sha ll be no h igh  wages in  the 
m un itio n  fac to ries  as w ere paid 
d u ring  the la s t w a r. I f  any p ro f
its  are  going to  be m ade, the 
cap ita lis ts  alone w il l  m ake 
them . A b i l l  has been passed 
g iv in g  the  governm ent con tro l 
over the d ism issa l, em p loy
m ent, o r tra n s fe r o f w o rke rs . I t  
is qu ite  useless. The pena lty  is 
a fine  o f 100 pounds ($500) and 
fiv e  pounds ($25) fo r  each day 
on w h ich  someone ille g a lly  em 
ployed, w orks. W ith  the  thou
sands o f pounds th a t are being 
made in  p ro fits  every  day such 
fines are tr if le s  and w e ll-w o rth  
the r is k .

The la b o r leaders are as usu
a l doing the m a jo r share of 
th is  w o rk , w h ich  the cap ita lis ts  
could never do by them selves. 
L ia ison  O ffice r fo r  L a b o r w ith

the A d m ira lty  is the R ig h t Hon
orab le  A . V . A lexander. Con
ta c t w ith  the A ir  M in is try  fo r 
Labo r is M r. H ugh D a lton , son 
of a C hapla in  to  Queen V ic 
to r ia ; educated a t E ton  and 
O x fo rd ; and one o f the grea test 
m isleaders o f the B r it is h  w o rk 
ing  class. C ontact w ith  the w a r- 
m in is try  is  M r . H . B . Lee 
S m tih  ,one o f whose im p o rta n t 
con tribu tions  to the s trugg les 
o f the w orkers was to teach the 
Labo r P a rty  M .P .’s and th e ir  
w ives how to cu rtsy  and deport 
them selves, when they w ent to 
cou rt. C ontact w ith  the M in is try  
o f In fo rm a tio n  is M r. Noel 
B ake r.

The T im es o f Sept. 26 te lls  
us th a t M a jo r C lem ent A tlee, 
leader o f H is  M a je s ty ’s Opposi
tion , (a t $10,000 a yea r pa id  by 
the B r it is h  G overnm ent) and 
A rth u r Greenwood, h is lieu ten 
ant, v is ite d  the P rim e  M in is te r 
on Septem ber 25. These Labo r 
leaders had a com p la in t. They 
com pla ined th a t M r . B u rg in , 
the M in is te r o f Supply, in  o r
gan iz ing  his M in is try  had fa ile d  
to a va il h ifh se lf o f o ffe rs  o f help 
fro m  labo r, b u t had established 
instead a bureaucracy o f “ ad
m ira ls , generals, and c iv il  
se rvan ts .”  The La b o r leaders ’ 
g rievance is th a t the re  is no d i
re c t con tact w ith  the Supply 
M in is try , “ T h is  im p lie s  in  
m inds o f La b o r leaders, a fee l
ing  on the gove rnm en t’s p a rt, 
th a t the on ly  in te re s t the unions 
have in  the s trugg le  is  the ad
ju s tm e n t o f hours, wages, and 
s m ila r  m a tte rs .”  We can take  
i t  as ce rta in  th a t the m illio n s  of 
w orkers are v e ry  m uch con
cerned w ith  hours, wages, and 
s im ila r  m a tte rs .”  We can take  
the la b o r bu reaucra ts  who are 
begging fo r  the o ppo rtun ity  to 
tie  th e ‘w o rk in g  class m ovem ent 
up w ith  the governm ent Supply 
M in is try  w h ich  consists o f “ in 
d u s tr ia lis ts , financ ie rs , and 
business m en .”

In  the m inds o f cap ita lis ts , 
w ha t else has la b o r to  do w ith  
th is  w a r b u t to  m ake be tte r 
slaves in  fac to ries  and to  p ro 
v ide cannon fodder fo r  G erm an 
bullets? M ore  sensitive  to  the 
re a l fee lings o f the w orke rs  
than  the ca p ita lis ts , and aw are 
o f the  danger to  th e r ow n posi
tion , these la b o r fake rs  are pes
te r in g  the B r it is h  G overnm ent 
to b rin g  labo r, by  w h ich  they 
m ean them selves, m ore  c lose ly 
in to  the w a r m achine. A  m ore 
despicable ro le  fo r  so-called la 
bor leaders can h a rd ly  be im 
agined.

The French C. P.
W ith  the dissolution o f the Communist Party 

In France by the Daladier regime, the Stalinists 
are having jammed down their throats the last 
and*the bitterest fru it o f the treacherous policy 
o f “ popular frontism”  they followed in. years 
past.

The “ popular front”  initiated by the Stalinists 
in France was going to bring about, so they 
guaranteed, peace, prosperity and democracy. I t  
brought about war, misery, and arbitrary, dicta
torial rule by Daladier’s decree-cabinet.

The Daladier government, it  is interesting to 
recall, was voted into office as a “ popular fron t” 
government. I t  came into power w ith the solid 
72 votes o f the Communist Party deputies in 
the Chamber o f Commerce. Daladier now repays 
them for their activity in the brutal and annihil
ating manner that was inevitable. The Bluin- 
Faure social-democracy, it  goes without saying, 
continues to support the same Daladier regime.

Years ago, Leon Trotsky designated the Stal
inist machine as the Great Organizer o f Defeats. 
That is all it  ever accomplished since it  usurped 
power in the Soviet Union. The smashing o f the 
French Stalinist organization, in which so many 
militants were duped into placing their hopes, 
is only another inevitable result o f the criminal 
course imposed upon the Comintern by the 
Krem lin autocracy.

The W all Street Boys Know What 
Is Behind the " Cash and Carry"  Plan

By S H ER M AN  S TA N LE Y
(Concluded fro m  la s t Issue)
The P res iden ia l f ig h t fo r  re 

peal o f the A rm s  E m bargo  A c t 
is sca rce ly  a week o ld  and a l
ready F .D .R . and h is fe llo w  
w a r m ongers have m e t a b itte r 
opposition fro m  the masses o f 
A m erican  people.

W ith  in s tin c tive  understand
ing , the A m e rica n  w orkers  
have grasped th is  s im p le  fa c t: 
repeal o f the E m bargo  A c t and 
“ Cash and C a rry ”  are  new m a
jo r  steps on the road to  w a r. 
The flood ing  o f W ashington 
w ith  protests is  the outspoken 
voice o f w o rk in g  class m en and 
women.

B u t F .D .R . has taken  the w a r 
road and, i f  he has h is  w ay, 
w il l  no t lis ten  to these voices. 
Instead, w h ile  pursu ing  the 
same a im s, he w il l  advance 
new argum ents, a tte m p t new 
persuasions. B u t a ll w i l l  have 
the same w a r a im s!

L IP P M A N  RAISES 
A F E W  BUGABOOS

W a lte r L ippm an , au thentic  
spokesman o f A m e rica n  fin a n 
c ia l and banking  in te rests 
whose v iew s on the E m bargo  
prob lem  were discussed in  the 
la s t issue o f the Appeal, has a l
ready  g iven us an advance look 
in to  the new  argum ents ce rta in  
to be advanced by F .D .R .

(1) I f  the A llie s  cannot p u r
chase a rm s, H it le r is m  w il l  t r i 
um ph and W estern D em ocra tic  
c iv iliza tio n  is lost. Th is is the 
f i r s t  bugaboo ra ised by L ip p - 
m ann.

U n fo rtuna te ly  fo r h im , there 
is  today not the s ligh test ves
tige  o f “ dem ocracy”  rem a in ing  
in  a s ingle one o f the A llie d  
countries. C ham berla in  a n d  
D a la d ie r are the f i r s t  to  a d m it 
th is . To prove th is  po in t, a ll 
th a t one m ust do is to com pare, 
po in t by po in t, the law s govern
ing  the A llie d  powers w ith  the 
laws govern ing  H it le r ’s G e r
m any. They d iffe r  no t in  the 
s ligh tes t because they are m od

eled on the same genera l ru le ; 
the suppression of dem ocra tic  
rig h ts  and lib e rtie s  fo r  the sake 
of p rese rv ing  the ru le  o f a 
sm a ll c a p ita lis t m in o r ity .

(2) B u t, adds L ippm ann , ev
en i f  we re ta in  the E m bargo , 
the “ dem ocracies”  can s t i l l  get 
a rm s and m un itions. They w il l  
bu ild  fac to ries  in  Canada and 
elsewhere and w il l  u tilize  A m 
erican  ra w  and sem i-fin ished 
products. “ E ven  w ith  the em 
bargo on a rm s, th is  coun try  
w il l  develop a g re a t w a r trade . 
. . .”  Such products as w heat 
and f lo u r ; s e m i - f a b r i c a t e d  
s tee l; sugar; horses; dressed 
m eats; m e ta ls ; ores; too ls ; 
m ach ine ry , e tc., are  to ta lly  un
a ffected by the E m bargo .

To L ippm an , the question o f 
the E m bargo  strugg le  is  s im p 
ly  sha ll A m e rica n  ca p ita lism  
jo in  forces now, o r w a it a l it t le  
longer. “ The E m bargo  m ere ly  
lengthens the period  in  w hich 
the w a r in d u s try  w ou ld  operate 
by the tim e  needed to  organize 
abroad the  p lans w h ich  pass 
sem i - fin ished  goods th rough  
the f in a l stages o f m anufac
tu re .”  In  o ther words, w hether 
o r  no t the E m ba rgo  is re ta ined  
m akes s m a ll d iffe rence—m ere 
ly  a m a tte r o f inconvenience.

B u t in  the  f i r s t  p lace, there  
is qu ite  a  good deal o f exc ite 
m ent about such a sm a ll th ing . 
So m uch exc item en t th a t the 
A m erican  press, and M r. L ip p 
m ann, are set to c a ll those who 
oppose rem ova l o f the E m b a r
go “ Nazi agents.”  A c tu a lly , 
L ippm ann  fu l ly  realizes the 
s ign ificance  o f the forces th a t 
are opposing change.

And i f  the “ dem ocracies”  do 
no t re a lly  need A m erican  help, 
then how exp la in  th e ir  hesita 
tions and vac illa tions?  The an
sw er is p la in . B r it is h  im p e ria l
ism  w il l  no t re a lly  begin to 
f ig h t u n til i t  has A m e rica — 
A m erican  supplies, w ea lth  and 
m anpow er—lined  up so lid ly  be
h ind  her. L ippm ann  lies  when

ho says the “ dem ocracies”  can 
b u ild  fac to ries  in  Canada and 
elsewhere. E ng land  and F rance  
are in  such fin a n c ia l s tra its  
th a t they fin d  i t  d if f ic u lt  to  f in 
ance th e ir  im m ed ia te  w a r 
needs.

SUGGESTS A  W A Y  
OF F IN A N C IN G

(3) B u t L ippm ann  has a w ay 
o f fin a n c ing  to  suggest. I f  the 
A llie s  cannot ge t help fro m  
A m e rica  and fin d  i t  necessary 
to , b u ild  fac to ries  in  Canada, 
they  can get the finances fro m  
th e ir  E m p ire s ! H ere is  an ad
m ission o f w ha t E ng land  and 
F rance  re a lly  are and w h a t the 
w a r is re a lly  a ll about. I f  m on
ey is  needed, tu rn  to the hun
dreds o f m illio n s  o f co lon ia l 
slaves in  A fr ic a  and A sia— 
they w il l  supply us! Increase 
our exp lo ita tion  o f the Negroes, 
Ind ians and ' ye llow  races so 
th a t we can b u ild  m u n itio n  fac 
to ries. Here is an adm ission of 
the com p le te ly  i m p e r i a l i s t  
cha rac te r o f the present w a r.

To sum  up: M r . L ippm ann  
w ould have the E m bargo  lif te d  
because to re ta in  i t  w ould  
m ean the end o f W estern “ dem 
o c racy ” ; because the  “ democ 
rac ies ”  can get needed supplies 
anyw ay (then w h a t’s the ex
c item en t a ll about?) and be
cause i t  means la rg e r w a r o r
ders, p ro fits  and boom.

A good beginn ing has been 
made in  answ ering these w a r 
m ongering sta tem ents by the 
flood o f pro tests de lug ing  Con
gress. D efeat o f F .D .R .’s “ Cash 
and C a rry ”  proposal^and o f his 
e ffo rts  to repeal the E m bargo  
—and th is  is decidedly possible 
i f  A m erican  labo r speaks ou t 
loud ly and bo ld ly—w ould be a 
blow  a t the w a r m a k e r’s cam p 
T rue , by itse lf, th is  w ould  fa r  
fro m  end the danger o f A m e r
ica  being plunged in to  the w a r. 
B u t the n e x t step a fte r th a t 
w ould be c le a re r than  eve r; 
take the w a r m ak ing  power out 
o f the  hands o f F .D .R . and the 
Congress.

The American 
Legionnaires 
Go To Town

By E V E L Y N  SHERW OOD

B low ing  th e ir t in  w h is tles  and w earing  th e ir  
b r ig h t new  un ifo rm s the A m e rica n  Leg ion  sw a rm 
ed in to  Chicago 250,000 s trong  fo r  a five -day  ses
sion on peace, love o f coun try , and the A m erican  
W ay.

They w ere ld u d ly  greeted by e ve ry  ba r and 
liq u o r store in  tow n. State S tree t m erchants p re 
sented them  w ith  a key to the c ity —and boarded 
up the store w indow s. Loop hotels p repared fo r  a 
ten m illio n  d o lla r vo lum e o f business, but rem oved 
a ll the rugs and fu rn itu re  fro m  th e ir  lobbys. They 
knew  w ha t to expect when the defenders o f A m e r
ican  m o ra lity  poured in to  the c ity  fo r  a m idd le - 
west bacchanal.

The boys—whose average age is 47—los t no tim e  
in  g e tting  to w ork . W ith in  tw en ty -fou r hours the 
loop was a bedlam . T ra ff ic  was hopelessly d is ru p t
ed as Leg ionna ires staged sw ing  jam borees in  the 
m idd le  o f M ich igan  B ou leva rd , se t o ff fa lse  f ire  
a la rm s, and exploded one-pound cannon a t regu
la r  in te rva ls . They th re w  w a te r in  paper bags 
fro m  hote l w indow s. The streets w ere lit te re d  w ith  
fragm en ts  o f telephone d irec to ries . They sm acked 
p re tty  g ir ls  sound ly across the ru m p  w ith  th e ir  
canes, and sq u irte d  passers-by w ith  w a te r, pa in t, 
and in k . They had a b a rre l o f fun.

Serious Business
F ra n k  E . Samuel, na tiona l ad ju ta n t, forecasted 

th a t th is  tyear’s convention w ould  be m ore serious 
than the sprees o f the past. The Leg ion  had im 
p o rta n t w o rk  to  consider—like  m a in ta in in g  la w  
and o rder. “ The w ild  conventions o f the p a s t,”  he 
sa id , “ are gone fo re v e r.”

B u t h is buddies d id n ’t  seem to know  i t .  R e tu rn 
ing  fro m  a re lig io u s -p a trio tic  cerem ony in  G ra n t 
P a rk , they stopped to  p itch  horse-shoes in  the 
cen te r o f the bou levard. They dragged an ash-can 
in to  the s tree t to  use as a tab le  fo r  a fr ie n d ly  
gam e o f poker. S urround ing  cars sta lled  in  the 
tra ff ic  ja m , they  de fla ted  the tire s  and reached 
under the hood fo r  a hand fu l o f spa rk  p lugs. Boys, 
you know , w il l  be boys.

T hey b rough t th e ir  wom en—th a t is, one th ird  o f 
them  d id . One Leg ionna ire  had h is  w ife  anchored 
to h im  by a fou r-foo t cha in . A no ther te n d e rly  kissed 
h is w ife  goodnight on Sunday and said, "So long , 
toots. See you T h u rsd a y .”  The w om en w ith  them  
reeled down the stree ts  w ith  lam p-shades perched 
coy ly  on th e ir  heads. Open, co-educationa l d rin k 
ing  took p lace on e ve ry  corner.

The defenders o f the sa n c tity  o f A m e rica n  w o
m anhood b locked a co rne r w ith  construction  horses 
and made the g ir ls  step ove r them  in  o rd e r to  
pass. They rigged  up a device th a t shot sp ra ys  o f 
w a te r up w om en’s s k ir ts  as they w a lked  by. Sw ay
in g  m e llo w ly  on re p lica s  o f “ 40 and 8”  ra ilro a d  
cars , they  serenaded the crow d w ith  the cho ice r 
verses o f “ M adem oise lle  fro m  A rm e n tie re s .”

"Good, Clean Fun"
One Leg ionna ire  stood a t a s tre e t crossing  w ith  

an o ld-fashioned cham ber-po t and o ffe red  C urb 
S erv ice ; P aper F ree . Scott tissue was in  fa c t a t a 
p re m iu m , w ith  buddies rush ing  in  and ou t o f res
tau ran ts , haw k ing  ro lls  o f i t  as the la te s t “ w a r ex
t r a ”  o r the “ m o rn in g  p a p e r.”  Some e n te rp ris ing  
m ounta ineers led a po rtab le  p r iv y  th rough  the 
streets. O ther delegates had a p e t skunk on a 
leash. A ll  in  the s p ir it  o f good c lean fu n .

Im p ro m p tu  parades o f the d ru m  and bugle corps 
floa ted  down the tree ts . One o f them  was led  by 
tw o clowns and a N azi ca rica tu re  o f a Jew , h is 
enorm ous p u tty  nose m oulded in to  a grotesque 
curve . Another squad ca rr ie d  a co ffin  m arked  fo r  
the spreaders o f - “ a lien  ism s .”  A  tru c k  c a rry in g  
an a n ti-a irc ra ft gun caused a tra ff ic  ja m  on L a  
Salle S treet. Th is , p resum ably , to  dem onstra te  
th e ir  p o licy  o f A rm  A m e rica  F irs t.

B y  M onday m orn in g  a police s ire n  had ceased 
to m ean any th ing  b u t a bunch o f Leg ionna ires and 
v is it in g  sta te  troopers hav ing  them selves a h e ll o f 
a tim e . A tra ff ic  acc ident was n a rro w ly  averted  
when m em bers o f the A us tin  post w en t sh riek ing  
a t h igh  speed th rough  a red  lig h t. A  Chicago f ire  
engine, re tu rn in g  fro m  answ ering a fa lse a la rm , 
was stuck in  the loop fo r  a h a lf hour because peo
ple refused to heed the s iren . T h e y ’d been hea ring  
them  a ll day.

The m u n ic ip a l judges authorized a specia l co u rt 
to take  care o f cases in vo lv in g  v is it in g  Leg ion
na ires, “ t r iv ia l  cases”  to  be weeded ou t before 
they reach  cou rt. M aybe these inc luded  the b r ig h t 
boys who de ra iled  a M adison s tre e t ca r fu l l  o f 
passengers, o r the buddes who sw itched a C la rk  
s tre e t ca r, so th a t i t  w en t back on the w rong  
tra ck . O r the ones who tied  up tra ff ic  fo r  s ix  
blocks behind by s itt in g  on the  ro o f o f a bus and 
b lock ing  the doors so th a t the  passengers cou ldn ’t 
leave.

Two thousand e x tra  po lice w ere de ta iled  to the  
dow ntown fo rce , and a ll leaves o f absence were 
cancelled. B u t they  stood by good-natured ly w h ile  
the upholders o f la w  and o rde r l it te re d  the stree ts, 
(d iso rd e rly  conduct), sabotaged tra n sp o rta tio n , 
revo lu tion ized  C hicago’s tra ff ic  system , and in c it
ed the h ila rio u s  crow ds to r io t.

Colossal Nonsense
A t e ve ry  in te rsec tion  self-appoin ted tra ff ic  regu

la to rs  b lew  th e ir  w h istles and sounded th e ir  s irens. 
One pa jam a-c lad  Leg ionna ire  d irec ted  tra ff ic  fo r  
seven hours, then staggered in to  a po lice  s ta tion  
and asked fo r a w h is tle , because he was hoarse 
fro m  shouting. They cornered a cop a t a busy 
dow ntown crossing, s tr ipped  h im , and sent h im  
home in  a ta x i. Then th o u g h tfu lly  sent h is  u n ifo rm  
a fte r him - in  another cab. F ive  pie-eyed Leg ion
na ires pu lled  a m ounted po licem an o ff h is  horse 
and rode the a n im a l in to  a hote l lobby.

A t n ig h t- fa ll the re v e lry  reached an unbelievable  
leve l o f h i la r ity . “ F o r ty  and e ig h t”  floa ts  and d i l 
apidated Fords clanged down the  s idew alks, push
ing  the pedestrian crow ds in to  the stree ts . M o to r 
tra ff ic  was im possble. Bands o f Leg ionna ires p re 
vented any m ovem ent by pe rch ing  on the bum pers 
o f s ta lled  cars . F o rtif ie d  w ith  an e le c tric  suitcase, 
they b lockaded the entrance to one loop hote l fo r  an 
hour. They staged unrequested concerts in  hote l 
d in ing  room s. They stopped busses on the streets 
and polished the w indshie lds w ith  th e ir  handker
chiefs before a llow ing  them  to  proceed. I t  was 

colossal. I t  was pandem onium .


