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Secret Bulletin Proves 
Sixty Families Await 
F. D. R. War Declaration

A m ost revea ling  p ic tu re  o f the sta te  of 
m ind of B ig  Business tow ards the w a r p rob ­
lem  in  the U n ited  States is conta ined in  the 
special and con fiden tia l b u lle tin  o f the Tax 
Research In s titu te  o f A m erica , In c ., a copy 
of w h ich  was obta ined by the o ffice  o f the 
Socialist Appeal.

W hat does B ig  Business th in k  o f the 
Roosevelt p ro -w ar machine? W hat does B ig  
Business th in k  o f its  prospects in  the com ­
ing  w ar? W hat does B ig  Business th in k  the

Roosevelt governm ent is going to do to L a ­
bor in  the course o f the W ar?

These and re la ted  questions w il l  be dea lt 
w ith  in  a series of a rtic le s  on the T a x  Re­
search In s t itu te ’s con fiden tia l re p o rt, w rit­
ten by Joseph Hansen, beg inn ing in  th is  is ­
sue o f the Appeal.

The a rtic les  w il l  quote extens ive ly  fro m  
the thoroughgoing In s titu te  bu lle tin . A ll em ­
phasis in  quotations fro m  the b u lle tin  are 
in  the o r ig in a l unless otherw ise ind icated. 
— E d .

W ith in  a very short time the Roosevelt government w ill drop its “ mantle o f benevolent 
neutrality”  and plunge the United States into the W orld War now raging in Europe.

This is the inside tip that the top leaders o f Big Business have sent out to all members of 
the Tax Research Institute o f America, Inc., a confidential bulletin service set up by W all 
Street to supply the overlords o f American industry with straight information on subjects 
o f vital interest to the capitalist class.

Dated August 30, a few days before the second W orld W ar started, the latest bulletin 
calls on all members o f Big Business to make immediate preparations for the E N T R Y  OF 
T H E  U N IT E D  STATES into the conflict and then proceeds to analyze the exact steps the 
Roosevelt government w ill take in regimenting labor and in gearing American industry for 
war production.

“ Unless a miracle brings about unexpected peace," begins 
the bulletin, “ the world w ill remain at war (B ig  Business un­
derstands very well that armed conflict is but an extension of 
the economic conflict!— j .  H .) —  a twentieth century type of 
war frequently bloodless, always undeclared, but resulting in 
the same periodic face-lifting of the world’s map as did the 
old-fashioned hostilities.”

The bulletin then continues this cold-blooded analysis of the 
real nature o f the war w ith a point by point explanation of 
what the present war means to the capitalist class. Not a war 

(Continued on Page 3)

B eh ind  the Lines
By G EO RG E S TE R N .

The F a r Eastern front is now 
a definitely active sector of the 
second world w ar. Coming de- 
velopments there w ill proceed 
in closest relation to events on 
the fronts of Europe. j

F ro m  its  seem ing is o la t io n ; 
a fte r the s ignature  o f the Nazi- 
Soviet pact, Japan has re tu rned  
to p a rt ia l and ten ta tive  collabo-1 
ra tio n  w ith  the new ly-extended 
axis. Japanese fears th a t the 
pac t m eant th a t Russia w ould 
be free  to deal w ith  a single- 
handed enem y in  the F a r E a s t 
have been e n tire ly  d ispelled. 
Russia has instead arranged  a 
truce  qu ite  sa tis fac to ry  to Jap­
an and has become d ire c tly  in - 
voled in  the w a r in  Europe.

Consequently Stalin’s “ peace 
policy” has in quick succession 
given the go-ahead signals for 
w ar in Poland and renewed w ar 
in China. The Japanese have 
naturally taken up the cue. 
They have announced the open­
ing of a new drive in West 
China and have resumed need­
ling B ritain  and France. Most 
significantly of a ll, the Japan­
ese army-inspired press has be­
gun to assume a truculent tone 
toward the United States, in 
sharp contrast to the previous 
effort to smear m ilk  and honey 
on the profoundly antagonistic 
relations between the two coun­
tries.

There are severa l s traw s in  
the w ind  to a ttest to fu r th e r 
com ing changes in  the set-up. 
Gen. Ju ich i T e rauch i, a fo rm e r 
Japanese w a r m in is te r, was on 
his w ay to G erm any on a spe­
c ia l m ission gene ra lly  assumed 
to be strengthen ing  o f Japanese 
con tact w ith  the axis. When the 
S ta lin -H itle r pact was signed 
T e ra u ch i’s m ission was cance ll­
ed and he a rr ive d  in  I ta ly  as a 
p la in  to u r is t who announced he 
w ould not go to G erm any. B u t 
Te rauch i has now gone on to 
B e rlin , to  m eet G erm an leaders.

Some equally significant jour­
neying is being done by Chow 
En-la i, one of Stalin’s principal 
acolytes in China. Chow left 
Chungking for Moscow last 
week on an unannounced mis-

FIFTY NEW
MINNEAPOLIS
INDICTMENTS

Union-Busting Jury 
Indicts Another 50 
WPA Strikers

sion. Is Chow going to be in­
formed that the thin trickle of 
Soviet aid to China w ill now 
cease? Is he going to receive 
new orders for the Eighth Route 
Arm y which w ill in effect retire  
it from effective struggle 
against the Japanese invasion? 
W ill the Chinese Communist 
Party — already half-strangled 
by the tortuous twists in its pol­
icy —  be ordered to throw its 
support to the “ peace party” in 
Chungking?

A ll o f these are now strong 
possib ilities , even though the 
tra n s itio n  to such moves is l ik e ­
ly  to go th rough  a ca re fu l p e r i­
od of ten ta tive  reconno ite ring . 
F o r the Soviet-Japanese truce  
is ju s t as ten ta tive  as the S ta lin - 
H it le r  barga in .

In  any case, the developm ents 
gene ra lly  have created new and 
serious d ifficu ltie s  fo r  the C hi­
nese na tiona l cause. The road 
to B u rm a  is s t i l l  open and so 
is t he road to F rench  -Indo ­
ch in a , b u t there is  l it t le  chance 
th a t F rench  and B r it is h  a rm s 
and supplies w il l  be flo w in g  
over them  in  any s ig n ifica n t 
quantities.

The situation leaves the prob­
lem prim arily in the hands of 
the Roosevelt W ar Deal. For 
American im perialism  the main  
issues of the w ar still rem ain  
in the Pacific, cradle of the 
great expansionist dreams of 
tomorrow. W all Street has a 
definite stake in the destruction 
of Germ an im perialism  and in 
the weakening of Anglo-French 
im perialism . But its ultimate  
w ar aims are also premised up­
on the establishment of undis­
puted American domination of 
the Pacific. These aims w ill 
bring it into collision with Jap­
an and possibly even with Rus­
sia if Russia remains part of 
the axis.

That is why the U.S. fleej re­
mains based in the Pacific and 
that is why tiny dispatches re­
porting the regular ferrying of 
great Am erican navy bombers 
to the Philippines are filled with  
such fateful significance.

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS —F ifty  more 

indictments against W PA work­
ers and union leaders were re ­
turned this week by the federal 
grand jury in the latest union- 
busting move of the Roosevelt 
administration.

This development brought re­
doubled efforts on the part of the 
A F L  W PA Defense C om m ittee 
to get m ore donations fro m  in ­
d iv id u a l unions in  o rde r to gain 
freedom  fo r  the la tes t v ic tim s  
and to adequate ly defend a ll 
(hose arrested .

W ord o f the new ind ic tm en ts  
cam e W ednesday along w ith  
pers is ten t and om inous reports  
th a t there is a g roup ing  w ith in  
the ju ry  th a t is out t °  “ g e t”  
leaders of the M inneapo lis  Gen­
e ra l D rive rs  U nion and the M in ­
neapolis B u ild in g  T rades Coun­
c il.

(Continued on Page 3)

Belgian Militarists 
Arrest Walt. Dauge

W alter Dauge, secretary of 
the Revolutionary Socialist 
Party of Belgium, section of 
the Fourth International, was 
last week arrested by the 
Belgian m ilitarists for dis­
tributing anti-war propagan­
da. Comrade Dauge is am ­
ong the best known and best 
loved revolutionists in B el­
gium. Only recently he was 
elected M ayor by the work­
ers of his village in the Bor- 
inage district, which is noted 
for its many m ilitant strike 
battles in the mines. His ex­
treme popularity among the 
workers of the entire Borin- 
age prompted, his intern­
ment. The Belgian w ar gov­
ernment, which fears the 
revolutionary policy of the 
Fourth Internationalists and 
the spokesmen for that policy 
hopes to crush the anti-war 
sentiment of the masses by 
repressive measures. They 
will be proved to be wrong.

The American Way Road to War 
Decided Behind 
Locked Doors

U.S. People Must Answer W ar Plans 
O f Boss Politicians by Wresting W ar- 
Making Power from Congress

Masking his war aims and war actions beneath a cloak o f 
pious demagogy, Roosevelt demanded from the Special Ses­
sion o f Congress immediate repeal o f the Arms Embargo, in 
order to permit unrestricted flow o f munitions from this coun­
try to the Anglo-French coalition, the Roosevelt intervention 
in the war, already begun openly by the detention o f the 
Bremen and the declaration that the United States w ill defend 
Canada, w ill thus be driven deeper, according to Roosevelt’s 
plans, by the transformation o f United States industry into 
the armory o f British and French imperialism.

In spite o f the lengthy debates which may be expected in 
Congress, Roosevelt had taken care to sew up the decision in

"^advance. On the day preceding 
the Special Session, he had 
met in the White Flouse with 
“ fourteen leaders o f the na­
tion”  : twelve o f them the 
chiefs of the Republican and 
Democratic parties in the Sen­
ate and House o f Representa­
tives, plus A lfred  Landon and 
Frank Knox, who headed the 
Republican ticket in the 1936 
campaign.

BOSS PARTIES 
SKIRT WAR IN 
N.Y. ELECTION

S ta lin ’s Invasion  o f P o lish 
Ukraine (A  W a rn in g  to  R e vo lu tio n a ry  W o rke rs  

 Against Deceptive Propaganda)
AN E D IT O R IA L .

Stalin’s invasion o f the Polish Ukraine 
has let loose a flood o f deceptive propaganda 
o f different kinds from different camps.

The cynical hirelings o f the Kremlin hail 
the invasion as an act o f socialist “ libera­
tion”  o f the oppressed minorities o f the in­
vaded regions. The equally cynical propa­
gandists of the democratic imperialists u til­
ize this m ilitary incident as the occasion for 
new sermons on the identity o f the Soviet 
Union with fascist Germany and for new 
incitements for a holy war o f “ democracy 
versus totalitarianism” . Both these argu­
ments are hypocritical and fraudulent to the 
core. Both arguments are baited traps for the 
unwary.

I t  behooves the revolutionary workers to 
keep their heads and avoid both these traps, 
especially the second. We say, especially the 
second, because in this country the chauvin­
ist pressure for entry into the war on the 
side o f the allied imperialists o f the so-called 
democratic camp is the real pressure, the 
real danger that must be consciously resisted 
at every turn. The slightest concession to 
the bourgeois democratic ideology would 
spell the collapse o f revolutionary opposition 
to the war and the doom of the party making 
such a concession.

The grotesque agitation o f the American 
agents o f Stalin, tw isting and turning every 
day in accordance w ith the diplomatic and 
m ilitary maneuvers o f Stalin, is a mere puff 
of wind in comparison with the veritable 
hurricane o f chauvinist incitement that is 
being unloosed by the real masters of Amer­
ica. He who forgets these proportions is lost. 
He who, in justified rage and hatred at the 
perfidies o f Stalin, forgets that our main 
enemy is at home, that it is not the p itifu l 
American agents o f Stalin and H itler, but 
the real masters o f the country, the industrial 
and financial overlords, who are beating the 
drums ever louder fo r a “ democratic”  war—

he who permits himself to forget this is no 
longer a revolutionist but a helpless tool and 
victim of the class enemy.

The enlightened revolutionary worker 
burns with hatred fo r Stalinism and all its 
works. But this attitude of the revolutionist 
has nothing in common with the counterfeit 
moral indignation currently directed against 
Stalin by the press o f the democratic, imper­
ialists and their liberal and social-democratic 
satellites. The revolutionary attitude is in­
spired by entirely different considerations. 
We are against Stalin, not because he be­
trayed the imperialist democracies— their in ­
terests are of no concern to the workers—but 
because his entire course, including all his 
diplomatic maneuvers with the imperialist 
powers, the so-called democratic no less than 
the fascist, is a systematic betrayal o f the 
Soviet Union and the workers and oppressed 
peoples o f the world. I t  is important not to 
m ix these 'things up, not to be overwhelmed 
by the noise o f the democratic patriots and 
join in their ballyhoo, so as not to turn up, 
at the critical moment, in the wrong camp.

To be sure, there is something utterly 
monstrous in the spectacle o f the Red Arm y 
being sent to “ liberate”  the Polish U kra in­
ians and W hite Russians in collaboration 
with the .military forces o f H itler. I t  is re­
volting to hear the butchers of the Kremlin 
speak in the manner and tone of Goebbels 
about “ liberating the oppressed minorities”  
and protecting “ bloqfl brothers.”  They who 
have massacred the flower o f the revolution 
in Russia; they who have sold the workers 
and colonial peoples on the auction block to 
the highest bidder among the imperialists; 
they who have robbed the national minorities 
of the Soviet Union o f every right and. 
trampled them down in the blood and mud— 
they cannot liberate anybody and have no 
such intentions.

(Continued on Page 4)

SWP Candidates Run 
On Clear-Cut Stand 
Against War

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , Sept. 20— 
Both the R epublican and D em o­
c ra t ic  pa rties  are experiencing  
an unusual la ck  o f response 
fro m  the vo ting  popula tion to 
th e ir  candidates, e a rly  re tu rns  
in  the New Y o rk  e lection p r i ­
m aries  fo r  the o ffice  o f C ouncil­
m an ind ica ted  yesterday.

“ The c a p ita lis t press in te r ­
p re ts th is  apathy as due to the 
b lackening  shadow o f w a r ,”  
candidates o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , M ax Shacht- 
m an and George L y m a n  Paine, 
declared today in  a jo in t s ta te­
m ent. “ In  p a rt th is  is true . The 
espousal by both pa rties  o f the 
c a p ita lis t class o f W a ll S tree t’s 
p rog ram  o f p lung ing  the U n ited  
States in to  the W orld  W ar has 
d rive n  away m illio n s  o f w o rka rs  
fro m  th e ir  p la tfo rm .

“ An unequivoca l and fig h tin g  
p la tfo rm  aga inst W a ll S tree t’s 
w a r, a t th is  tim e , how ever, 
w ould arouse the keenest in ­
te res t among the vo ters and 
sw ing  m illio n s  o f vo ters s icken­
ed by the new blood bath in to  
a de term ined opposition th a t 
w ould sweep these ro tte n  p a r­
ties ou t o f o ffice  in  an unprece­
dented landslide.

A L P  S ilent on W ar
“ So fa r  the leaders o f the A m ­

e rican  La b o r P a rty , la rges t 
w o rk in g  class p a rty  in  the fie ld , 
have no t ye t seen f i t  to  c la r ify  
th e ir  stand concern ing the w a r. 
I f  they de fer m a k in g  such a 
sta tem en t m uch longer, w heth­
er th rough cow ard ice  o r be­
cause they in tend  to m ake a 

(Continued on Page 3)

Behind Locked Doors
F o r tw o and a h a lf hours 

these fifte e n  p o lit ic a l servants 
o f the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  conferred  
behind locked doors. In  keeping 
w ith  the idea ls o f th is  dem o­
c ra t ic  w a r in to  w h ich  Roosevelt 
is  lead ing  the coun try , a ll p res­
ent w ere sw orn  to absolute sec­
recy, and not one s ing le  w ord 
of the discussions was revealed 
to the people. The schemes of 
the boss po lit ic ia n s  w il l  not 
bear the lig h t o f day !

One in d ire c t re su lt o f th is  
conference, how ever, m ay be 
deduced fro m  a sudden s h ift in  
R oosevelt’s proposals. I t  had 
been h is in ten tion  to  c a ll no t 
m e re ly  fo r  repea l o f the em ­
bargo bu t of the en tire  “ neu­
t r a l i ty  le g is la tio n ,”  in  fa v o r of 
a re tu rn  to the “ tra d it io n a l 
p ractices o f in te rn a tio n a l la w .”  
T h is  w ould  have m eants an end 
to v ir tu a lly  a ll re s tric tio n s  on 
trade  and co m m e rc ia l re la tions 
w ith  the b e llig e re n t powers.

The c o n f e r e n c e  ev iden tly  
m ade c le a r to  Roosevelt tha t, 
in  the face o f the popu la r res is­
tance to invo lvem en t in  the 
w a r, he w ould no t be able to go 
as fa r  as he w ished a t the  p res­
en t tim e . He the re fo re  m od i­
fie d  h is o rig in a l purpose, and 
suggested th a t Congress substi­
tu te  fo r  the em bargo the so- 
ca lled  “ cash and c a rry  p la n ,”  
under w h ich  b e llig e re n t nations 
w il l—fo r  the tim e  being—be re ­
qu ired  to pay cash fo r  m un i­
tions, and to tra n s p o rt them  in 
th e ir  own ships.

“ National U n ity”
The conference ended w ith  a 

pledge fro m  a ll hands—Roose- 
(Continued on Page 4)

Back to the Twice-Weekly
A fter several weeks during which our party, youth organiza­

tion and their sympathizers made the noblest and most 
generous efforts to m aintain the Socialist Appeal three-times- 
a week, we are returning to our regular publication frequency 
of twice-a-week.

We issued the three-times-a-weekly with the aim  of arousing 
the minds of the widest labor circles we could reach with the 
gravity of the world situation. We are proud of the revolution­
ary spirit which accomplished it while others dragged along 
their routine vegetable existence.

The financial difficulties created by the super-effort to get 
the Appeal out three times a week, are not removed now, as 
we return to the twice-weekly. We look forward to the same 
generous aid in maintaining the Socialist Appeal in the future 
as we received in the past.
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B ig  Business Knows Roosevelt Prepares War Entry
(Continued from Page 1)

“ to save democracy from the madman H itler, ’ not a war for 
any kind of ideal— just a merciless butchery for profit. And it 
hammers home to every member o f the capitalist class that the 
entrance o f the United States in the war is close at hand.

Expect only Short Interval
“ (1 ) This ‘war o f nerves' results in the same political and 

economic alliances as does the battlefield. Real neutrality, in 
face of this conflict, becomes less possible the longer it con­
tinues. Which means if' war breaks abroad, a shorter interval 
o f time w ill elapse until the U S . drops its mantle o f benevo­
lent neutrality and replaces it by actual participation. ’

There in cold italicized print is the declaration o f Big Busi­
ness BEFORE W A R  BRO KE O U T IK  EUROPE, that 
when it did break (regardless o f who was labelled the “ aggres­
sor” ) it would not be long until dough-boys from the farms 
and factories of America began crossing the Atlantic in the 
“ old-fashioned” way to fight for the profits of Wall Street.

The second point announces the imminence of the then un­
declared European hostilities and raises questions which w ill 
immediately confront the individual capitalist when the shed­
ding o f blood begins:

“ ( 2 ) So long as the bloodless war rages, only the slightest 
unexpected spark may be required to set off the fuse. And 
once the fuse starts abroad, even w ith domestic neutrality, a 
host o f business problems immediately arise:

“ a. What happens to business even in part dependent upon 
foreign export?

“ b. \\*hat happens to business using imported materials?
“ c. What happens to security values on exchanges which 

are shaken by crises as well as by dumped, frightened funds?
“ d. What business adjustments w ill be made necessary by 

the Neutrality Act when it is for the first time widely applied?
“ e. What happens to every-day prices when warring pow­

ers really begin feeding civilian and m ilitary needs with 
American merchandise ?”

Even the most humble house-wife already knows the answer 
to that last question. On the day H itle r marched into Poland 
prices immediately began to skyrocket at the expense o f the 
family pocketbook and to the high advantage of the vaults in 
W all Street.

A ll Emphasis on War Preparation
W ithout pausing to answer the questions it  has raised, ap­

parently considering them self-evident, the analysis rushes to 
the main business at hand: What is the immediate perspective 
for which the capitalist class must prepare and organize itself?

“ (3) Most important of all among the problems imposed 
by today's headlines is the program for preparing American 
business and ‘economic life  for the possibility that America 
w ill be drawn in.”

The bulletin then emphasizes with a pithy slogan the point 
which must be driven into the mind of every individual be­
longing to the capitalist class :

“ The Business Man Must Not Keep H is Eyes Closed Until 
the U. S. Declares War.”

That is, don’t be deluded by any statements issued for prop­
aganda purposes that the Roosevelt government wants or in­
tends to remain neutral.

“ Among the most unfortunate business misconceptions is 
that the executive can remain oblivious of the need to adjust 
his business to war until the United States is IN .”

Mobilization Already on Way
W ith  the utmost clarity the analysis then underscores this 

warning to members of the capitalist class with a very con­
crete explanation of the “ effect o f today’s events”  and the 
“ ostrich-like error”  of not understanding that war conditions 
are about to envelope American industry:

“ (1) 77mlPlan fo r the M O B IL IZ A T IO N  OF A M E R I­
CAN IN D U S T R Y  has not only been completed by the W ar 
and Navy Departments for years, but several phases o f this 
Plan are already in operation.”

Despite the delicacy in phrasing what could be more clear 
than that emphasized declaration: M O B IL I7 .A T IO N  . . . al- 
ready in operation! ’ ?

“ (2) The recent appointment of the W A R  RESOURCES  
BO ARD  is the most dramatic hint to business that the coordi­
nation o f the nation’s economic resources is N O T merely aca­
demic study.”

In brief, before H itle r began bombing Poland, the top lead­
ers of Big Business were notifying the capitalist class as a

whole that its executive arm in Washington, D. C., was pre­
pared and that now it was merely a question o f time.
Cold Logic of Business

Next point in the explanation about the “ unfortunate”  and 
“ ostrich-like”  error o f not realizing what is happening, is 
declared by the bulletin itself as “ most important o f all”  that 
is, the ju icy and delectable question o f W A R  O R D E R S :

“ (3) Command performance: Most important o f all is the 
presence of Section 120 of the National Defense Act, under 
which the President in time of war or when war is imminent, 
and he is the one to decide when war is imminent, is empow­
ered, through the head o f any Government department, to 
place an order w ith any firm  fo r  any product or material that 
may be necessary.”

How different is this analysis presented by the leaders of 
the capitalist class to their membership from the propaganda 
they foist on the public through the daily press! None o f the 
fevered war slogans here! None o f the clarion calls to battle 
fo r God and Country! jus t the hot inside t ip:  Roosevelt w ill 
soon plunge the United States into wor, therefore PR EPAR E  
FOR PR O FITS.

That is the message sent out confidentially by the Sixty 
Families — the Morgans, DuPonts, Mellons, Rockefellers. 
Girdlers— to the class they head.

(The second installment in this series o f articles 
exposing the preparations among the capitalists 
for war w ill appear in the next issue o f the 
Socialist Appeal.)

=-By B. J. WIDICK= •

Here is a choice b it  o f in fo r­
m a tion  th a t A tto rney  G eneral 
( I  B reak S trikes) F ra n k  M u r­
phy le t s lip  a few  days ago in  
W ashington.

“ D etective  organizations set 
up by in d u s tr ia l concerns to 
p reven t sabotage w ould  w ork  
closely w ith  the Federa l Bureau 
of In ve s tig a tio n ”  M r. M urphy  
expla ined to a New Y o rk  T im es 
reporte r.

Employ Spies
W hat does i t  mean? The fed­

e ra l governm ent is en lis ting  the 
services of stool-pigeons, com ­
pany spies, s tr ike -b re a k in g  o r­
ganizations, to f ig h t “ sabot­
age.”

And w ha t is “ sabotage”  to a 
P inkerton? O r a Tom  G ird le r 
agent? O r any stool pigeon in  a 
union? W orkers have had not a 
l it t le  experience w ith  th is  in  the 
las t few  years. “ Sabotage”  con­
sists o f being a good un ion m an, 
fig h tin g  fo r  r ig h ts  and good con­
d itions w ith in  the p lan t.

The fede ra l governm ent c a n 't 
ju s t ja i l  every  good un ion m an 
who feels tha t, w a r o r no w a r, 
w orkers have a r ig h t to  f ig h t 
fo r ju s t demands. T h a t w ould 
be too crude. I t  w ould expose 
the w a r d ic ta to rsh ip  too m uch.

Frameups Ahead
So the governm ent m us t now  

prepare the ground w o rk  fo r  a 
fram eup . “ Sabotage by spies”  
becomes the them e song o f the 
F B I. Once th a t is accepted, any 
w orke r in  the p la n t who re ­
m ains a union m ili ta n t is  b rand ­
ed a “ sa b o teu r." He “ d is ru p ts ”  
na tiona l defense. Com pany stool 
pigeons w il l  h u rl the charge. 
T h ^ . F B I is going to “ w ork 
closely w ith  th e m .”

Y e t the U n ited  R ubber W ork­
ers o f A m e ric a ’s convention, to 
m ention the la tes t union con­
vention held, w ent on record  to 
support the Roosevelt adm in is ­
tra tio n  in  its  w a r moves!

Seniority Rights!
O ur p red ic tion  o f las t M ay 

th a t the question o f sen io rity  
r igh ts  du ring  w a r-tim e  would 
become a g rea te r issue appar­
en tly  is being borne out by va ­
rious in fo rm a tio n  com ing to the 
o ffice .

Unions everyw here are begin­
ning to ask fo r  the continuation  
o f sen io rity  r ig h ts  d u ring  w ar 
service. T h a t is, i f  a w orkers  is 
taken fro  m the p la n t fo r  a rm y  
service, his sen io rity  continues 
as though he rem a ined  in  the 
p lan t.

W hat is our a ttitu d e  tow ards 
th is  demand? We can on ly  re it- 
era te  w ha t was published then. 
“ Now every  un ion ist is  in  fa ­
vo r o f sen io rity  r ig h ts  under a ll 
c ircum stances. W hat is d is tu rb ­
ing  is the ca lm  acceptance of 
the idea o f conscrip tion  in  w a r­
tim e .

W orkers should never g ive up 
an inch of th e ir  r ig h ts  under 
any conditions, i f  i t  is  possible. 
F ig h t fo r sen io rity  r ig h ts  in  ev­
ent o f conscription? Sure. The 
best w ay to f ig h t aga inst it ,  
how ever, is to f ig h t aga inst the 
conscrip tion  o f labor.

W hile  on th is  sub ject, i t  m ig h t

be w orthw h ile  to repeat ce rta in  
other e lem en ta ry  s tra tegy  fo r  
unionists in  th is  period.

W ar does not substitu te  new 
prob lem s fo r  old ones in  the un­
ion m ovem ent. I t  adds new ones 
and in tensifies the present 
problem s. The ris in g  p rice  le v ­
el makes the wage question 
m ore acute. The governm ent 
demands fo r w a r production 
w il l  in tens ify  the s trugg le  over 
hours of w o rk , conditions of 
w ork  and the speed-up.

What to Do
E ve ry  present headache o f a 

shop com m itteem an  increases. 
Before actua l , dec la ra tion  of 
w a r, the bosses w il l  g ive in  to 
serious pressure because the 
prospect o f add itiona l p ro fits  is 
too tem p ting  to p e rm it b ig 
shutdowns.

However, the bosses hope to 
end a ll the business o f m aking  
any concessions once w a r s ta rts  
by the use o f the fede ra l m a­
ch ine ry  to hogtie labor.

The “ im p a r t ia l”  labor boards 
consisting m a in ly  o f profession­
a l and business people are sup­
posed to settle  a ll labo r d is­
putes, backed by the US A rm y . 
W ha t’s new fo r the labor m ove­
m ent is how to f ig h t these 
boards. D ire c t negotiations be­
tween unions and em ployers is 
the general slogan around w hich 
th is  s trugg le  can be ca rried .

The a im  o f progressive un ion­
ists is a lw ays the same. G et the 
best possible union conditions 
under any c ircum stances.

DON'T MISS 
'A NIGHT 
IN HARLEM'

“ A N ig h t in  H a rle m ”  w ith  
dancing and en te rta inm en t, a r ­
ranged fo r S aturday O ctober 7 
at the M im o  C lub, under the au­
spices o f the N a tiona l Negro 
D epartm ent, w il l  be an a ffa ir  
the com m ittee  in  charge reports  
th a t no one w il l  w an t to m iss. 
Special e n te rta inm en t to be an­
nounced la te r is being arranged.

The proceeds fro m  the a ffa ir  
w il l  be used to c a rry  on the ac­
t iv it ie s  o f the N a tiona l Negro 
D epartm ent, the p r in tin g  and 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f an an ti-w a r m an­
ifesto to the N egro people and 
to aid in  the pub lica tion  and 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f the pam phle t 
“ Negro and W a r”  by J. R. 
Johnson, now appearing in  the 
Socia lis t Appeal.

Progressives M ake Im p o rta n t Gains at 
State Conventon o f M innesota A .F .L .

Large Votes Polled by M ilitants on Various 
Issues Indicate Growing Strength 
Of Progressive Forces in Labor Unions

At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

( S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
D U LU TH , M in n .—N e a rly  9001 

delegates fro m  A F L  unions as-J 
sem bled in  D u lu th  la s t week to 1 
take  p a rt in  the 57th state con­
vention of the M innesota F eder­
ation of Labor, the la rges t ever 
held.

A num ber of v ic to ries  were 
chalked up by the le ft-w ing  bloc 
in  the convention, bu t the three 
outstand ing  gains m ade were 
resolutions adopted unanim ous­
ly  fo r a na tiona l re fe rendum  on 
w a r; in  support o f the W P A 
S trike  Defense com m ittees in  
M inneapolis and St. P au l: and 
a reso lu tion  passed by an over- 
w h lem ing  m a jo r ity  fo r  the re ­
peal of the Stassen slave act.

The reso lu tion  supporting  the 
W PA s tr ik e rs  came tow ards the 
close o f the convention and was 
reported on by George M u rk , 
cha irm an  of the defense com ­
m ittee , who held the com plete 
a tten tion  of every delegate w ith  
h is account of the w o rk  the de­
fense com m ittee  had done. The 
repo rt was c lim axed  by news 
th a t sent a th r i l l  th rough  eve ry­
one------ th a t a ll the defendants
had been released on bond th a t 
ve ry  afternoon.

Vote on Stassen A c t
The vote fo r  repea ling  the 

Stassen act as aga inst am end­
ing  i t  was recorded a fte r a m i­
n o rity  re p o rt fro m  the le g is la t­
ive com m ittee  was made by 
Gene Larson o f the M inneapolis 
M ilk  D rive rs . The m in o r ity  po­
s ition  was upheld by speaker 
a fte r speaker, in c lud ing  M iles 

j Dunne and Ole Ogg, both fro m  
' M inneapolis d r iv e rs ’ unions. 
The resounding vote to re je c t 

Jthe m a jo r ity  re p o rt and accept 
the m in o r ity  re p o rt le ft no doubt 

J as to the sen tim en t o f the dele- 
I gates present on the Stassen 
act.

I S ig n ifica n t in  th is  vote was 
the fa c t th a t the m a jo r ity  re ­
p o rt expressed the position of 
R obert Olson, president, and 

i George Lawson, secre ta ry  o f 
I the state Federa tion  and a ll 
th e ir  supporters. The a ttem p t 
to pu t the state federa tion  on 
record fo r am ending the Stas­
sen A c t instead o f repea ling  
i t  is s im p ly  fu r th e r ind ica tion  

j th a t Lawson and his buddies 
j have been an d s till are p lay- 
;in g  along With Stassen in

W h a t Your Dollar Can Do
A d o lla r puts a S ocia list Appeal salesm an on an im ­

po rtan t s tree t corner fo r one day.
F ive  do lla rs  pe rm its  free d is tr ib u tio n  of two hundred 

Socia list Appeals.
Ten do lla rs  puts a fu ll- tim e  fie ld  organ izer to w ork fo r 

one week in  the a n ti-w a r cam paign.

Anti-W ar Campaign Committee 
Socialist Workers Party  
116 University Place, N .Y .C .

Dear Friends:

I  enclose . . .  , as a contribution to the anti-war
work of the Socialist Workers P arty .

Nam e .......................................................

Address ...................................................

th e ir own personal in terests and 
not in  the in te rests  of the la b o r : 
m ovem ent of M innesota. Th is j 
ove rw he lm ing  vote to repeal 
was a thorough and unquestion­
able v ic to ry  fo r  the m ilita n ts  
whose a ttitude  tow ards Stassen 
rem ains uncom prom is ing .

Discuss P o lit ic a l A c tiv ity
The o ther h igh spot o f the 

convention was the f ig h t over 
the resolution in troduced by the 
E xecu tive  Council o f the state 
Federa tion , recom m ending an | 
am endm ent to the constitu tion  
banning endorsements of p o lit i­
ca l candidates by the state 
body. The reso lu tion was adopt­
ed, bu t not u n til b low  a fte r blow 
had been s truck  a t it .

H enry  Schultz, In te rn a tio n a l 
representa tive  of the E le c tr ic a l 
W orkers, made the outstanding 
speech in  opposition, po in ting  
out th a t on ly  through p o lit ica l 
action can the unions safeguard 
w ha t they have won th rough  ec­
onom ic action. He ca lled  to 
m ind the experiences o f o rgan­
ized labor d u ring  the w o rld  w ar 
and w arned th a t these th ings 
w ould be repeated i f  the w o rk ­
ers re laxed th e ir p o lit ic a l v ig ­
ilance.

Lawson was the m ost v o c if­
erous defender of th is  proposal, 
and fo r good reasons. Opposed 
to the F a rm e r-L a b o r p a rty  in  
M innesota, w ish ing  to free  h im ­
se lf fro m  any res tric tions  th a t 
m ig h t be placed on h im  by the 
state Federa tion  as a body, and 
seizing upon the oppo rtun ity  to 
adm in is te r a severe b low  to the 
progressives in  the M innesota 
labor m ovem ent, Lawson spoke 
out w ith  g rea t heat aga inst po­
l it ic a l endorsements.

F o llow ing  the discussion, a 
m otion was made to re fe r the 
reso lu tion to the 1940 conven­
tion . In  a r is in g  vote, the m otion 
was lost. F o llow ing  th is , a de­
m and was made by ten o r m ore 
unions fo r  a ro ll-c a ll vote and 
the m otion  was declared lost 
342 to 223.

C ha irm an B ureaucra tic
The high-handed methods of 

P resident Olson who chaired 
the m eeting were d isp layed ev­
en before the r is in g  vote was 
taken when, in  true  bu reaucra t­
ic  fashion, he took a yea vote 
on the m otion  to re fe r bu t did 
not take a no vote. I t  was o b v i­
ous to everyone present tha t, 
had the vote been com pleted, 
the m otion  to re fe r would have 
ca rr ie d  by a re a l m a jo r ity .

B u t even th is  was not the ex­
ten t of O lson’s contem ptuous 
d isregard  fo r dem ocra tic  p ro ­
cedure. In  a r is in g  vote, the 
recom m endation  fo r  the am end­
m ent was won by a s lim  m arg in  
of n ine votes over the requ ired  
tw o -th irds  m a jo r ity . And the 
c lam orous dem and fo r a ro ll-  
ca ll vote by m any m ore than 
ten unions was denied! The 
convention became an uproar. 
A lm ost eve ry  delegate was on 
his fee t ca llin g  fo r a ro ll-c a ll 
vote. So P res ident Olson dec la r­
ed the convention adjourned fo r 
the day.

On Wednesday m orn ing  John 
Boscoe, p res iden t o f the M in ­
neapolis C en tra l Labo r U nion, 
asked fo r  a recount. Olson re-

ANTI-WAR RESOLUTION
W H ER EAS w a r brings death, su ffe rin g  and m ise ry  to m i l­

lions of w o rk in g  people and p ro fits  to the em ployers, and
W H ER E AS  the present-, w a r c ris is  has ra ised the p rices of 

the necessities of life , and
W H ER EAS W illia m  Green, P res ident o f the A m erican  Fed­

e ra tion  of Labo r, in  his Labo r D ay address, expressed the 
sentim ents of the w orkers  o f th is  coun try  by ta k in g  a 
stand aga inst w a r, and

W H ER EAS the R a ilw a y  E xecu tives of the 21 ra ilro a d  c ra ft 
unions have gone on record fo r  a re fe rendum  o f the people 
on w ar, there fore

B E  IT  R ES O LV E D  th a t we, the M innesota State Federa tion  
o f Labor, re a f f irm  the stand o f the labo r m ovem ent 
aga inst w a r, and

B E  IT  F U R T H E R  R ES O LV E D  th a t we dem and the adoption 
of a cons titu tiona l am endm ent th a t w ould take  the w a r­
m aking  pow er ou t of the hands o f Congress and re fe r i t  
to a vote o f the people.

Adopted by the M innesota State Federa tion  of 
Labo r in  convention assembled a t D u lu th , M in ­
nesota, on Septem ber 13, 1939.

fused the request. Boscoe ap­
pealed fro m  the decision o f the 
cha ir. On a ris in g  vote the ap­
peal was lost 395 to 186.

Large  P rogressive  Vote
An unde rcu rren t of sentim ent 

aga inst Olson and Law son was 
apparent among the delegates 
and was expressed to some ex­
ten t in  the nom ina tion  o f R ob­
e rt F itzs im m ons fo r p resident 
in  opposition to Olson. A lthough 
F itzs im m ons represented a un­
ion on ly  tw o and one-ha lf years 
old, the M inneapolis Gas W ork­
ers, and a lthough h is nom ina­
tion  was made w ith o u t any o r­
ganization beforehand, he s t i l l  
was a.ble to po ll 205 votes ag­
a inst 518 cast fo r  Olson. Lawson 
was re-elected w ith  no opposi­
tion.

O ther fo rw a rd  steps taken a t 
the convention were resolutions 
adopted fo r  a continuance of 
pub lic  w orks p rog ram s and fo r 
adequate app rop ria tions ; con­
dem nation o f the W PA cu t in  
wages and lengthening o f hours 
and fo r the repeal o f a ll ob jec­
tionable  provis ions in  the 1940 
pub lic  re lie f ac t; fo r a 30-hour 
w o rk  week w ith  no reduction  in 
pay and fo r  a ten b illio n  do lla r 
pub lic  w orks and housing p ro ­
g ra m : fo r a state housing ac t; 
increase of unem ploym ent ben­
e fits  fro m  16 to not less than 25 
weeks; fo r a pub lic  im p ro ve ­
m ent w orks p rog ram  fo r  M in ­
neapolis; and a condem nation 
o.t an ti-S em itism .

I t  is in te res ting  to note th a t a 
reso lu tion in troduced by S ta lin ­
is t delegates condem ning “ H it­
le rism  and Nazi G e rm a n y”  was 
w ithd raw n  a t the la s t m inute .

NEWARK SWP 
PRESSES ANTI­
WAR ACTIVITY

ANNOUNCEMENTS
W A N TE D

5 B IC YC LE S  to help bu ild  up 
the Socia list Appeal news­
stand routes. Anyone w illin g  
to loan o r donate a b icyc le  
should ge t in  touch im m e d i­
a te ly  w ith  the Labo r Book­
shop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace.

T H E  G E N E R A L  F U N D  R ID E S  
A G A IN !! !  Two so lid  hours of 
uproarious, s ide -sp litting  en­
te rta in m e n t. A lso “ How the 
People Can W in in  1939”  and 
the new tab leau “ G et the 
R ope,”  among o ther sketch­
es to * be presented by the 
G. F . Newcom ers w il l  be in ­
itia te d  in to  the G. F . a t th is  
session. P e rpe tra ted  by the

N E W A R K , Sept. 18.—A week 
of an ti-w a r a c tiv ity  in  w h ich  the 
p rog ram  of the p a rty  was ca r­
ried  in to  every  w ork ingclass 
d is tr ic t o f the c ity  cu lm ina ted  
in  a mass m eeting la s t n ig h t at 
w hich over 200 w orke rs  heard 
Comrade M ax Shachtm an a t 
K re u g e r’s A u d ito rium .

The a n ti-w a r p rog ram  o f the 
p a rty  won enthusiastic  approv­
al fro m  the hundreds who were 
reached d u ring  the week by 
p a rty  propaganda. D u ring ' the 
week three s tree t ra llie s  were 
held, attended by hundreds of 
w orkers in  each case. Thous­
ands o f an ti-w a r lea fle ts  were 
d is tribu ted , and m any copies of 
the Socia list Appeal and o ther 
lite ra tu re  were sold and d is tr ib ­
uted.

A novel fea tu re  o f the p a rty  
a c tiv itie s  was the appearance 
of a horse-drawn wagon c a rry ­
ing  huge signs bearing  the a n ti­
w ar s logans: T H IS  IS  NOT OUR 
W AR ! T H IS  IS  A W AR FO R  
BOSSES P R O FIT S ! F IG H T  
A G A IN S T W A R !, w h ich  was 
d rive n  a ll over the c ity  adve r­
tis in g  the va rious s tree t m eet­
ings and the mass m eeting. This 
was seen by thousands of w o rk ­
ers and everyw here i t  w en t i t  
won favo rab le  com m ent fro m  
those who saw it .

M any va luab le  p a rty  and Y F - 
SL contacts were made as w e ll 
as severa l ne w m em bers. 
as severa l new m em bers.

L iebknech t U n it a t its  re ­
cen tly  renovated headquar­
te rs  a t 1334 W ilk ins  Ave. Sa­
tu rday  n ig h t. Sept. 23. No ad­
m ission. Dues 20c.

Minimum Guaranteed 
Earnings!!

W A N TE D —Men, Women 
and Students

to sell the Socialist Appeal as 
a part tim e job. Socialist Ap­
peal now selling very fast on 
the streets. One dollar a day 
guaranteed. Possible to make 
much more. Apply a ll day 
from  12 o’clock on at 116 
University P I., Abe M ille r.

Form Picket Line Around 
Pennsylvania Cigar Plant

(.S pec ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
A LLE N T O W N , P a., Sept. 19 

—P ic k e t lines were again  es­
tab lished in  fro n t o f the G enera l 
C igar Co., when the 735 w orkers  
who have been out on s tr ike  
since August 18, voted on S a tu r­
day m o rn ing  to re m a in  ou t un­
t i l  a co n tra c t is  signed.

T h is  action  was a reve rsa l of 
th e ir previous vote, taken la s t 
Thursday to re tu rn  to w ork  
w h ile  negotia tions were being 
conducted between the fa c to ry  
owner and the union, Loca l 91, 
A F L , o f the In te rn a tio n a l C igar- 
m akers Union.

The union m em bersh ip  voted 
to continue the s tr ik e  because 
they fe lt  th a t the bosses’ p ro m ­
ises to negotiate th e ir  d if fe r ­
ences “ in  the near fu tu re ”  
m ig h t mean som etim e next 
year.

Resent “ E x p e rt”
O rgan iza tion  s ta rted  in  the 

fa c to ry  about three m onths ago, 
when, w orkers  who had been 
w ith  the com pany fro m  10 to 15 
years were f ire d  to m ake room  
fo r  “ lo y a l”  scabs th a t were 
w ith o u t w o rk  when the G enera l ( 
C igar Co. closed its  D e tro it 
p la n t ra th e r than pay union 
wages.

An “ e ffic iency  e xp e rt”  by the 
nam e o f W alton was b rough t in ­
to the p lan t. He made the wo­
m en ’s blood bo il by  try in g  to 
m ake a show g irl palace ou t of 
the fa c to ry . S tout wom en were 
to ld  th a t they have to w ear g ir ­
dles. A ll  women w ere to ld  to 
use lip s tic k , pow der, and rouge 
and o rders w ent ou t to the fa c ­
to ry  superin tendent th a t he was 
not to h ire  any one who wears 
eyeglasses.

W alton got under everyone ’s 
sk in , and one young w o rke r, 
Louis Segati, ca lled  a m eeting 
o f the fa c to ry  w orkers. A bout 
250 came to the m eeting  and 
discussed ways and means of 
organiz ing.

F ire  O rgan izer
The nex t day Segati received 

his d ism issa l notice fro m  the 
boss. One h a lf hour la te r the 
en tire  p la n t w a lked ou t as one 
m an in  dem onstra tion  o f th e ir 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  Segati. The 735 
w orkers  set up th e ir  p icke t 
lines. N oth ing  moved in  o r ou t 
o ' the fa c to ry .

The p icke t lines held f i rm  
throughout. L a s t week the boss 
m e t w ith  Kennedy o f the In te r ­

na tiona l, and $he re su lt was a 
“ pape r”  w h ich  stated th a t the 
boss was w illin g  to negotiate 
some tim e  in  the fu tu re .

A  m eeting  was ca lled  and the 
w orkers  voted to accept the 
bosses’ o ffe r to negotiate and 
re tu rn  to w ork . A fte r  the vote 
was taken i t  was learned th a t 
the boss had no t even signed 
the paper o r stated when he 
was going to c a rry  on negotia­
tions w ith  the union.

L a s t S a tu rd a y ’s m eeting  of 
the s tr ik e rs  took up the en tire  
question again. B y  an over­
w he lm ing  vote they decided to 
go back on the p icke t line  u n til 
a w ritte n  co n tra c t is signed.

U n ion  Dem ands
Am ong the demands o f the 

union are closed shop con trac t, 
grievance com m ittees opera t­
ing  in  the p lan t, and one con­
tra c t to cover a ll the w orkers 
in  the shop.

Today, w ith  the p icke t line  re ­
sumed, the de te rm ina tion  to 
hold ou t fo r  v ic to ry  is g rea te r 
than ever. A bout 50 scabs who 
are w o rk in g  in  the p la n t were 
“ educated”  about 11 th is  m orn ­
ing  am id  a shower o f tom atoes, 
flo u r bags, and other m issies. 
T ra ff ic  was tie d  up along H ig h ­
w ay 22 where the p la n t is lo ­
cated and about 2,000 specta­
to rs  and sym path ize rs  cheered 
the p ickets on.

SPECIAL $5.95
FO R  O N E W E E K  O N LY

Collected Works of L E N IN
(8 Volumes)

•

The Iskra  Period (2 Vol.) 
M aterialism  and Em pirio- 

Criticism
The Im peria list W ar 
The Revolution of 1917 

(2 Vol.)
Towards the Seizure of 

Power (2 Vol.)

LABOR BOOKSHOP  
116 University Place 

New York City
(Add 25c for postage)

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

You Can A id  the Fight Against 
W ar by Signing Nom inating  
Petitions for S W P  Candidates

A ll c itizens res iden t in  New Y o rk  who sym path ize w ith  
the cam paign o f the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  to p lace a 
candidate in  the B ronx  and one in  M anhattan  on the b a llo t 
fo r the C ouncilm an ic E lections are asked to sign a nom in ­
a ting  pe tition  im m e d ia te ly .

D rop in  at headquarters, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, N .Y .C ., 
o r a t the headquarters of the nearest b ranch to place your 
name on a pe tition . I f  you have fr iends  who are reg istered 
voters too and who w il l  s ign the pe tition , b rin g  them  w ith  
you or g ive us th e ir  names and we w il l  have a canvasser 
ca ll upon them .

The c ircu la tio n  o f a pe tition  fo r  s ignatures am ong your 
shopmates, i f  you are in  a position  to do so, w il l  g ive the 
cam paign a big boost.

A bso lu te ly  no ob liga tion  is en ta iled  in  s ign ing . W ithou t 
any co m m itm e n t on your p a rt, by  s ign ing  a pe tition , you 
g ive the on ly  an ti-w a r p a rty  in  the U n ited  States a chance 
to f ig h t aga inst the second w o rld  w a r fro m  the vantage 
po in t o f the ba llo t.

We need your help now as never before in  p lac ing  our 
a n ti-w a r, an ti-fasc is t candidates on the b a llo t fo r  the com ­
ing  election.



T U E S D A Y , S EPTEM BER  26, 1939 S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

“ LABO R  W ITH  A W H IT E  SKIN  CAN 
NOT E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R I 
LABO R  W ITH  A B LA C K  SKIN  IS 
B R A N D E D ” —K A R L  M A R X .THE

NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. JO HNSO N._______________________

The Negro and the War
V I I

No, it is not Negroes alone who recognize that a war 
for democracy is a fraud, a deception, and a trap fo r the 
workers. Many workers in England, in I* ranee, in Belgium, 
and in America are daily becoming more clear in their 
minds about this war for democracy.

Negroes can hear many a white worker say: What is 
this democracy that I must shed my blood for ? I t  is true 
1 have a vote. And 1 elect representatives to Congress. But 
what control have I really, got over this country ? When the 
capitalists want to go to war, the President decides. Repre­
sentative Ludlow brings in an amendment to the Constitu­
tion which would give me the right to say a word on going 
to war. Let the people vote on war. By all means. But the 
president and Congress, both o f them refuse. Ih e y  are not 
going to have any consultation o f the people by referendum 
vote to decide this question o f life  and death. So much for 
this fraud o f democracy.”

Many a white worker says, “ Most o f the people of this 
country would have been w illing to allow the Spanish 
workers and peasants to buy arms from America in their 
fight against Franco. But the President who, like all capi­
talists, wanted to see Franco win, refused to allow this and 
showed that in any matter o f importance it is the wish of 
the capitalists, the landlords, and the bankers which decides, 
and not the wishes of. the large majority o f the people.”

Why Die for Capitalism!
More and more, white workers are beginning to say 

things like this.
“ These capitalists keep babbling about this democracy. 

They say that i f  war comes I  have to go and die for my 
country. But I have no country to die for. Ihe only part of 
this country that is certainly mine is the 6 ft. by 2 ft. which 
w ill enclose me when I am dead. Morgan, DuPont, Rocke­
feller, Ford, the owners o f big factories, the owners o f big 
firms, the great landlords in the South, all" these people have 
some of the country. They have something to die for. But 
what have I got for which I must shed my blood?

“ I am a working man. During the last ten years some­
times ten million, sometimes 20 m illion of us have been 
unemployed. When you add our dependents to this number, 
it means that th irty  or forty m illion people have been living 
in misery and starvation for ten years. When w ill this crisis 
stop? This continuous crisis, this poverty, is not necessary. 
There is food enough for everyone. And the factories, if  
they worked, could supply clothes enough for everyone. 
And the building trade could build enough houses for ev­
eryone to live decently. But, no. This system under which 
we live cannot employ the people and cannot use the great 
factories, the mines, and all the means of production which 
are now available. 1 he system, this capitalist system, is ob­
viously bankrupt. I f  it were not bankrupt, i f  it could work 
anymore, you would not have these millions of idle men on 
the one hand, and on the other this vast amount of idle cap­
ital. What the devil is the use o f this democracy i f  it has 
always a quarter and sometimes one-third of the population
starving.

“ Before I die fo r my country, I  must have a country to 
live for. I am not a coward. I am prepared to fight for my 
country, but it is not H itle r or Muusolini who have this 
country in which I live. I know well enough the people who 
have it and who mismanage it in such a way that one small 
section o f the population is rolling in wealth while most of 
the others can barely live on what they earn and still an­
other section earns nothing at all, and has to spend many 
hours hanging around relief bureaus begging fo r a few 
cents. I f  anybody is prepared to fight, to put an end to this 
state of affairs, I am ready to go along with them and shed 
my blood for that. But why the devil should I go to fight so 
that Roosevelt and the capitalists should dominate Latin 
America or China and make still more money for them­
selves? That is their capitalist war. This is not my war.”

For a Workers' War
I t  is white workers today, not Negroes, who say all this. 

For instance, the Socialist Workers Party members, most 
of whom are white, fo r years have said as follows: “ Ihe 
capitalists talk about democracy. In Germany there was this 
same democracy, and as soon as the capitalists found that 
the workers were mobilizing to put an end to the injustices 
and crimes of capitalism, they subsidized H itler, that gang­
ster, they destroyed democracy, and installed fascism in its 
place. They did the same thing in Italy. They did the same 
thing in Spain. We know these fellows here well enough 
to know that all the time they are talking about democracy 
they are thinking of all the property which they own. And 
as soon as ever they feel that their property is in danger 
they are going to subsidize their fascist bands and treat me 
no better than the workers in Germany, Italy, and Spain. So 
that I shall oppose this war of theirs as best I can, and when 
I get the chance 1 shall abolish this unjust bankrupt system 
and change things. M y war is a war to help the workers and 
farmers o f this country take it over from those who have it. 
Our enemy is not in foreign countries but is here in this 
very country. And to my fellow workers in Germany, in 
Italy, in Britain, in Japan, in China, we say this: “ We have 
no enmity against you. You don’t want to shoot me and I 
don’t want to shoot you. I am going to try  to change this 
bankrupt system in my country and I recommend to you to 
do the same.”

“ Many years ago Karl Marx, the great leader and teacher 
of the workers, said ‘Workers o f the world, unite!' That is 
the only doctrine fo r the workers. We have to unite today 
to destroy this system which causes so much unemployment

The E conom ic Consequence o f the 
S ta lin -H itle r Pact in  the U. S. S. R.

B y JO H N  G. W R IG H T

The ra t if ic a t io n  o f the S ta lin- 
H it le r  pact a t the fo u rth  session 
of the Supreme Council in  Mos­
cow was accom panied by the 
passage of tw o law s, one ex­
tend ing the conscrip tion  age 
and the other le vy in g  a s t if f  
ta x  on co llec tive  and in d iv id u a l 
fa rm e rs . The connectisn be­
tween the extension o f the m i l­
i ta ry  te rm  of service and the 
S ta lin -H itle r a lliance  is se lf-ev­
ident. B u t i t  does seem a t f i r s t  
s igh t su rp ris in g  th a t S ta lin  and 
his c lique should have chosen 
the m om ent when they are fa c ­
ed w ith  th e ir  f i r s t  m a jo r h is to r­
ica l test—w a r—to in troduce  the 
severest leg is la tion  in  recent 
years aga inst th a t section of 
the popula tion to whom  they 
have been ca te ring  the m ost, 
th a t is, the peasantry.

The new a g r ic u ltu ra l ta x  su­
persedes the law  passed on M ay 
31, 1934, the p r im a ry  in te n t of 
w h ich  was to assuage the peas­
a n try , and w h ich  p laced a re l­
a tive ly  l ig h t burden on them . 
The new law  m ore than doubles 
the ta x  h ithe rto  pa id  by co llec t­
ive fa rm e rs  whose incom e is 
2,000 rub les a yea r. Those 
whose incom e is h igher w il l  pay 
three, fou r, five  and even s ix  
tim es the previous am ount. 
F u rth e rm o re , the ta x  fa lls  
most he a v ily  on incom e derived 
fro m  “ p r iv a te ly  operated ho ld ­
ings, h a n d ic ra ft enterprises, 
and a ll o ther incom e derived 
outside the co llec tives .”  (P ra v ­
da, A ugust 28.)
W H Y T H E  L E G IS LA T IO N  
A T  TH IS  T IM E

W hereas the ta x  on co llec t­
ives grades fro m  5% to 13.5% 
of the to ta l, a ll incom e fro m  
o ther sources is sub ject to 11% 
—25% ta x , and in  some cases i t  
is as h igh as 30%.

I f  I  am  not m istaken, i t  is  the 
sharpest leg is la tion  enacted ag­
a inst the peasantry since the 
days of enforced co lle c tiv iza ­
tion . Leg is la tion  of th is  na ture  
w il l  h a rd ly  m eet w ith  the ap­
p rova l of the peasants, and 
S ta lin  knows it .  W hy then the 
law?

Is  i t  because the ku la k  dan­
ger is abroad again? I t  is  un­
questionable th a t th is  danger 
exists. B u t even though the 
te rm  “ k u la k ”  and “ specu la to r”  
has reappeared in  the Soviet

JOBLESS IN 
TOLEDO FACE 
STARVATION

( S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l i
T O LE D O —In  the face o f con­

tin u in g  W PA cuts, To ledo’s un­
em ployed face the prospect of 
being cu t o ff fro m  a ll re lie f. 
On F r id a y , Septem ber 15, o rd i­
n a ry  re lie f funds w ere exhaust­
ed. No orders have been fille d . 
The on ly food ava ilab le  fo r 16,- 
487 persons is flo u r, corn m eal 
and navy  beans supplied by the 
US surp lus com m odities. In  ad­
d ition  1,200 fa m ilie s  face the 
danger o f ev ic tion .

M eeting in  specia l session, 
the C ity  Council voted to appro­
p ria te  state funds fo r  cu rre n t 
cases. B u t th is  m oney w il l  la s t 
a t m ost 6 weeks. And despite 
the la rge  num bers of ex-W PA- 
ers—no new cases w il l  be added 
to the ro lls .

The c ity  fa the rs  hope against 
hope th a t the w a r w il l  re lieve  
them  of th e ir  respons ib ility . B u t 
w hatever new  em ploym ent is 
gained by the shedding o f the 
blood of European w orkers, i t  
cannot begin to solve the p rob ­
lem .

press, th a t is no t the reason fo r 
S ta lin ’s law . He has re lie d  m ost 
he a v ily  in  recent years on the 
well-to-do peasant.

B u t the peasants, both in  the 
co llectives and outside, have 
again been accum u la ting  g ra in  
and the flo w  o f com m odities 
fro m  the c ity  to the v illa g e  has 
been' fa r  fro m  adequate to im ­
pel the peasants to disgorge 
t l ie ir  g ra in  hoards. There have 
been period ic shortages in  the 
c ities , bu t these have been 
w inked a t fro m  above. Now 
S ta lin  m ust have foodstu ffs  no t 
only fo r  the c ities  b u t also to 
supply H it le r . Hence the sud­
den squeeze on the peasantry. 
O therw ise the K re m lin  would 
be unable to live  up to the te rm s 
of its  agreem ent w ith  A do lf 
H it le r , and assure the flo w  of 
foodstuffs in to  G erm any. B u t to 
m eet h is ob liga tions to H it le r , 
S ta lin  has had to deal his re ­
g im e a blow in te rn a lly , by a l­
iena ting  the peasantry.
S TA L IN  M O V IN G  TOW ARD 
CO LLIS IO NS W ITH  PEA S ­
ANTS

I t  rem ains to be seen w heth­
er th is  in it ia l law  w il l  produce 
the desired resu lts. W hatever 
its  effects, i t  can on ly  ac t as a 
stop-gap. M ore and m ore g ra in  
w il l  be requ ired . The vas t a rm y 
a lready  m ob ilized  by S ta lin  
w il l  d ra in  the accum ulated 
g ra in  reserves and p lace an ad­
d itiona l s tra in  on ag ricu ltu re . 
S ta lin  has no o ther measures 
than a d m in is tra tive  ones to re ­
ly  upon fo r ob ta in ing  the food­
stu ffs  fo r  the c ities , fo r  the Red 
A rm y  and—fo r  H it le r . We can 
there fore  fo recast w ith  ce rta in ­
ty  no t on ly  th a t inc reas ing ly  
harsh  a d m in is tra tive  measures 
w il l  be applied bu t also tha t 
ihe S ta lin  reg im e is m oving  to ­
w ards a head-on co llis ion  w ith  
the peasantry.

W ill S ta lin  perhaps be able to 
lean on the p ro le ta ria t?  I t  is 
no tew orthy th a t in  recent days 
there has been no m ention in  
the o ff ic ia l press o f the s tr in ­
gent labor laws passed la s t De­
cem ber. The P ravda  no longer 
speaks o f the need of enforcing 
them  in o rde r to bo lste r up in ­
d u s tr ia l p roduction, as was the 
case a few  m onths ago. E a rly  
th is  year, the lag  in  p roduction 
was exp la ined above a ll by the 
la x ity  of fa c to ry  m anagem ents 
in  en forc ing  these laws.

N o t th a t p roduction  has im ­
proved. Just the co n tra ry . I f  in  
1938 the ou tpu t lagged some 
33% behind the p lan as com par­
ed w ith  1937, the p roduction  fo r 
the f i r s t  8 m onths in  the cu r­
re n t yea r has lagged a lm ost as 
m uch behind the p lan.

The fa ilu re  to accom plish the 
p lan fo r  1939 is openly a d m it­
ted. One week p r io r to the con­

vocation o f the Supreme Coun­
c il, on A ugust 22nd, P ravda  
sta ted e d ito r ia lly , “ Despite the 
colossal assistance rendered by 
the pa rty  and the G overnm ent 
to the A ll-U n ion  coal-b in—the 
Donbas—and other coal regions, 
they s t i l l  function  unsa tis fac to r­
i ly ;  the m e ta llu rg is ts  fa i l  sys­
te m a tica lly  (sic) to  fu l f i l l  the 
plan and in  the o ilfie lds  the 
tem pos o f o il p roduction  have 
been low ered .”  Such is  the con­
d ition  in  coal, o il and m e ta l— 
the key indus tries !

Y e t faced w ith  th is  c r it ic a l 
s itua tion , the bureaucracy fo r 
the tim e  being does not dare to 
app ly the measures w hich were 
enacted on ly a few  m onths ago 
and w hich were designed to ov­
ercom e th is  v e ry  s itua tion . In ­
stead they have resurrected  the 
old slogan of “ S oc ia lis t Compe­
t it io n ,”  w h ich  is being supple­
m ented by feeble a ttem pts  to 
rev ive  the ballyhoo about Sta- 
khanovism . F a ilu re  to produce 
is nowadays being exp la ined as 
due to the fa ilu re  o f the m an­
agem ent to in troduce Stakhan- 
o v is t methods in  the p lants, 
p lants, m ills  and m ines. Th is 
change of tone can be due on ly 
to sharp resistance by the w o rk ­
ers to the labor law s and th e ir  
enforcem ent. These law s have 
not stopped the enorm ous tu rn ­
over of labor.
The People ’s C om m issar of 
H eavy M achine In d u s try  a d m it­
ted th a t his p a rtic u la r branch 
was p ra c t ic a lly  c ripp led  by 
th is  tu rnove r. “ F ro m  January  
to M ay o f the cu rre n t y e a r,”  
states C om m issar M alyshev, 
“ the enterprises in  our com m is­
s a r ia t lost m ore than  3.000 
w orkers a m on th .”  (Izvestya , 
A ugust 24).
W AR IN C REASES 
C O N FLIC T  IN  IN D U S T R Y

The a rm y  m ob iliza tion  is not 
going to im prove  the condi­

tions in  labo r supply. F u rth e r­
m ore, the few  p roduction  in d i­
ces th a t are s t i l l  made pub lic  
show th a t a sharp decline is 
again beginning to evince its e lf 
in  indus try . Now th a t the w a r 
has added its  g igan tic  lin k  to 
the developm ents and p laced an 
ever-increasing  burden on the 
co u n try ’s p roductive  m ach in ­
e ry , the c ris is  in  in d u s try  can 
on ly be aggravated.

I f  today the ou tpu t in  coal and 
o il is d ropp ing , how w il l  S ta lin  
be able to supp ly H it le r  w ith  
these item s? He can do so on­
ly  to the fu r th e r dam age o f in ­
te rn a l econom ic life .

F in a lly , the tra n sp o rt system , 
w hich collapsed so ca tas troph i­
c a lly  la s t w in te r, is g iv in g  signs 
th a t i t  is about to fo ld  up again. 
The ra ilro a d s  w il l  h a rd ly  bear 
up under the add itiona l de­
m ands o f troop m ovem ents, a r­
m y supplies, t ra ff ic  to G erm a­
ny, etc. W a te rw ay tra n sp o rt, 
especia lly  sea routes, have be­
come indispensable to Stalim 
above a ll to m eet his ob liga ­
tions to H it le r . The B a lt ic  is 
the one avenue s t i l l  open. Thus 
the fa te  o f E sthon ia  and other 
border countries w ith  o.utlets to 
the B a lt ic  becomes bound up 
w ith  the in e x trica b le  web o f the 
b u reaucracy ’s d iff ic u ltie s . An 
assault upon E ston ia  is in d ic a t­
ed by the tra ff ic  em ergency.

I t  m ay w e ll be asked: How 
m uch o f a load can S ta lin  place 
on the shoulders of the Russian 
masses in  o rde r to fu l f i l l  his 
pledges to his la tes t im p e ria lis t 
a lly , Nazi G erm any?

A t the ve ry  ou tbreak o f the 
w ar, the S ta lin  reg im e finds  i t ­
se lf in  a b lind  a lley . F ro m  ev­
e ry  s tandpo in t i t  is  the weakest 
and m ost unstable reg im e in  
the w orld  today.

Union-Busters Return 
50 New Indictments 
Against W P A  Strikers

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
The N orthw est O rgan izer, o f­

f ic ia l organ o f the Team sters 
Jo in t C ouncil, po ints ou t tha t, 
“ i t  becomes c le a re r than ever 
th a t the na tiona l adm in is tra tio n  
is seizing upon the W PA s tr ike  
in  M inneapolis as a p re te x t fo r 
c r ip p lin g  the pow erfu l loca l la ­
bor m ovem ent in  p repa ra tion  
fo r A m e ric a ’s e n try  in to  w a r .”

The W PA Defense C om m ittee 
had a lready  obta ined the re ­
lease o f 85 o f the 92 v ic tim s  so 
fa r  a rrested , 34 of w hom  w ere 
released on th e ir  own recogn i­
tion . O n ly seven s tr ik e rs  rem a in  
in  ja i l ,  a ll o f them  m em bers of 
the W orkers A llia n ce  who re ­
jected the defense services of 
the A F L  com m ittee , and chose 
lo be defended by a CIO defense 
com m ittee  w h ich  so fa r  has 
fa iled  to function .

These fac ts  answered the a r­
rogan t pretensions o f the so- 
ca lled  CIO com ittee  w hich 
w hined th a t the A F L  w asn ’t  do­
ing  i t  r ig h t.

Am ong the actions o f the ju ry  
th is  week was the g r i l l in g  fo r  
hours of o ffic ia ls  o f the C entra l 
Labo r U nion and the F edera l 
W orkers Section on the M inne­
apolis po rtio n  o f the nation-w ide 
W PA s tr ik e , and the s tru c tu re  
of the loca l la b o r m ovem et-

TOM GADDIS 
ARRESTED FOR 
STRIKE ROLE

An outstand ing  exam ple of 
the v ind ic tiveness o f the fed ­
e ra l governm ent was the a r­
re s t th is  week o f Tom  G ad­
dis, m anag ing  ed ito r o f the 
F a rm e r-L a b o r Press o f the 
Om aha G enera l D r iv e rs  U n ­
ion. He was arrested  there  
fo r  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the M in ­
neapolis s tr ike .

Boss Parties S k irt W ar 
Issue in  N. Y. E lection

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
and support W a ll S tree t’s w a r, 
they co u rt d isaster.

“ On the m ost burn ing  issue 
of the day—W AR —they are as 
s ile n t as i f  th e ir tongues had 
been glued by d ire c t b r ib e ry  
fro m  W a ll S treet.

“ They have no t even decided 
to take  up the cudgels against 
one o f the m ost scandalous 
frauds pe rpe tra ted  by any po- 

1 lit ic a l m achine in  New Y o rk —

D enouncing S ta lin -N azi Pact, 
G roup Q uits C om m unist P a rty

JUDAS GOAT
“ O f course, there are 

those who counsel us to s it 
id ly  in  the s tupe fy ing  sun of 
our com placency w h ile  the 
N azi a rm ies, fed by Russian 
resources, ove rrun  London 
and P a ris . Those who de­
nounce A m e ric a ’s possible 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w a r are 
E a r l B row der, F r itz  Kuhn 
and the T ro tsky is ts . . . .  I  
g ra n t th a t the p rob lem  w hich 
faces the A m erican  people is 
not an easy one. S till the 
question m ay a lm ost be re ­
duced to a fo rm u la : “ W hile 
the th ings we are asked to 
defend are fa r  fro th  perfect, 
th a t w h ich  we are ca lled  up­
on to a ttack  is  w e ll w o rth  a t­
ta c k in g .”  — Charles Yale  
H arrison , in  the New Leader, 
Sept. 9, 1939.

D isgusted w ith  the reaction- 
, a ry  ro le  o f S ta lin ism , a group of 
C om m unist P a rty  m em bers in  
F u lton  County, New Y o rk , la s t 
week resigned fro m  the P a rty . 
We p r in t below a s ta tem ent to 
us by a spokesman fo r the 
group.

We w ish to u tilize  the Socia list 
Appeal w ith  the hope th a t we 
m ay reach some C om m unist 
P a rty  m em bers w ith  our mes­
sage.

Am ong those who com m is­
sioned me to w rite  th is  le tte r 
are the E duca tiona l D ire c to r 
and the M em bersh ip  D ire c to r of 
the C om m unist P a rty  B ranch  of 
F u lton  County, N .Y . ( I  was the 
O rgan izer of the B ranch  and the 
L ite ra tu re  Agent.) These are 
people who on ly  yesterday were 
acknow ledged as being the 
backbone of the m ovem ent here, 
people who gave m ost o f th e ir  
spare tim e  to the P a rty , expos­
ed them selves and b u ilt  p a tie n t­
ly  a m ovem ent here w h ich  the 
reactionaries had to acknow l­
edge and deal w ith .

Thunderbo lt
Then the Soviet-G erm an non­

aggression pac t was signed. 
Th is  pact came as a thunde r­
bo lt to  some o f us, as a re ve la ­
tion  and co n firm a tio n  o f doubts 
to others of us.

As the aw fu l m eaning o f the 
pact began to seep in to  our 
m inds and hearts, we became 
confused. E a g e rly  we read and 
re-read the D a ily  W orker, the

and misery, and leads the workers every few years into the 
self-destruction o f imperialist war.”

Side by Side with the White Worker
Now, this is what a certain number o f workers are saying 

and what still more are thinking, though they are not very- 
clear about it. And the vast m ajority of Negroes in this 
country who have still less cause than these whites to love 
democracy, should realize clearly that their allies are not 
only the oppressed Negroes and the oppressed colonial peo­
ples, but these white workers who are as fed up with capital­
ist democracy as any Negro is.

The white workers joined up with the Negroes to fight iti 
the C.l.O. Some in the C.I.O. are still prejudiced. Prejudice 
does not end in a day, bu Negroes in the union know how- 
much better things are for them now that the C.I.O. is en­
rolling both whites and Negroes without discrimination. 
But the fight against war is a hundred times as serious as 
the fight that was fought by the C.I.O. workers, and in this 
fight Negroes and whites w ill work together more closely 
and with more real equality than ever before. That is the 
lesson of history. In  his determination not to be bamboozled 
into a war for democracy the Negro w ill find many true and 
firm  allies among the whites— far more than he dreams of.

Continued in  Next Issue

New Masses fo r  reasonable ex­
p lanations. B u t the u n ju s tifiab le  
cannot be ju s tifie d . A ll the so­
phism s — fo r ’ I  re fuse to ca ll 
them  argum ents—of B row de r & 
Co. appeared to us ve ry  sha llow  
and funny.

Questions N o t Answered
A m eeting was ca lled  to d is­

cuss the pact. An im p o rta n t 
leader fro m  New Y o rk  happen- 
en to be in G lo ve rsv ille  to “ en­
lig h te n ”  us poor p rov inc ia ls . 
B e liev ing  th a t there was s t i l l  a 
l it t le  dem ocracy le ft in  the P a r­
ty  we asked em barrass ing  ques­
tions , w h ich  w ere never an­
swered—instead we were to ld  to 
have fa ith  in  the leadersh ip  o f 
our “ w ise”  S ta lin , M olo tov & 
Co. and be sa tis fied  w ith  the 
past record  o f our leaders. 
Some o f us, too sincere fo r our 
own good, w ould not be sa tis ­
fied  w ith  tha t. Im m e d ia te ly  the 
scene changed. We w ere to ld  
th a t we had become the v ic tim s  
of those “ ro tten , degenerate, 
fasc is t enemies of the w o rke rs ,”  
the T ro tsky ites .

The C ha irm an who had to ld  
m e, the O rgan izer, t im e  and 
tim e  again th a t I  w ould  some 
day become “ another Len in  or 
S ta lin ”  and th a t he w ould tru s t 
me even w ith  his life , looked a t 
me in  such a w ay I  sha ll no t 
fo rge t, then looked a t the o ther 
questioners and said s ig n ifica n t­
ly  tha t he was w a itin g  eagerly  
fo r the day of the R evolu tion 
when he could h im se lf shoot

W a r— W hat For?
A Series of FOUR Friday N ight Lectures

F R ID A Y , S E P T E M B E R  29—8:30 P .M .

The First Imperialist Slaughter— 1914-1918
I ts  Causes and Consequences

F R ID A Y , OCTOBER 6—8:30 P .M .

The Afterm ath— The Versailles Treaty
The Peace W hich P repared  the N ew W ar 

F R ID A Y , OCTOBER 13—8:30 P .M .

The Advance of Fascism
Causes U nde rly ing  the T rium phs  o f H it le r  and M usso lin i 

F R ID A Y , OCTOBER 20—8:30 P .M .

The World in Flames Again
The R eal M eaning o f the P resen t W ar 

S P E A K E R :

JAMES P. CANNON, National Secy. S.W.P.
IR V IN G  P LA Z A , Ir v in g  P lace a t 15th S treet 

Subscrip tion fo r series: 75c * In d iv id u a l le c tu res : 25c

those “ G oddam n T ro tsky ite  
tra ito rs .”  (When asked i f  he 
had ever read T ro tsky , he said 
N o !) A nother rock-ribbed  S ta l­
in is t even m entioned a com rade 
by nam e and rem arked  th a t he 
w ould h im se lf shoot h im  when 
the tim e  comes as he had been 
responsible fo r  the shooting o f 
tw o T ro tsky ite s  in  Spain.

U nderstand T r ia ls
F ro m  th a t m om ent we were 

th rough w ith  S ta lin ism . Im m e ­
d ia te ly  i t  dawned upon us th a t 
i t  m us t be destroyed.

We had not been w o rk in g  to 
b rin g  about such fa sc is t ph ilos­
ophy o f igno ran t ha tred , w h ich  
is S ta lin ism , the v e ry  an tithesis 
o f soc ia lis t freedom .

So we began to see th ings in 
a d iffe re n t lig h t. We began to 
rea lize  w ha t c ru e l fram e-ups 
m ust have been those in fam ous 
tr ia ls , in  w h ich  the m a jo r ity  of 
the leaders, who b rough t about 
the Russian R evo lu tion  were 
shot as “ m ad dogs, N azi tra it -  
ors, T ro tsky ite  v ipe rs , snakes,”  
etc.

The defeat o f the hero ic  Span­
ish w orkers, the m iserab le  fa i l ­
ure of the F ro n t P opu la ire  in  
F rance, had a lw ays w o rrie d  us; 
now we see the reason.

S tudying T ro tsky ism
In  the nex t m eeting, Sept 13, 

we, a sizeable m in o r ity , handed 
in our books and resigned. We 
were to ld  we cannot res ign , th a t 
we m ust be expelled. We le ft 
and the m eeting continued. As 
soon as we le f t  im m ed ia te  p re ­
cautions were decided on to 
p ro tec t the headquarters fro m  
the coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  T ro t- 

■skyites! The C ha irm an declared 
we w ould soon jo in  a fasc is tic  

I group in tow n known as The 
P a tr io ts ! (A com rade to ld  th is  
to us.)

Such is the re su lt o f S ta lin is t 
education. In  F u lton  County, 
thousands of m iles  aw ay fro m i 
Moscow, the same m iserab le  
and degrad ing spectacle o f hat- 
red and m ud-s ling ing  aga inst 
idea lis tic  young people who fo r ­
m e r ly  were so m uch trus ted  by 
th e ir  P a rty  com rades.

We knew ve ry  l it t le  o f T ro ts ­
ky ism . So we decided th a t i t  
was about tim e  to investigate . 
We are doing th is . In  the m ean­
tim e  we are ca llin g  upon a ll 
s incere com rades who are w o rk ­
ing  so hard  in  the C om m unist 
P a rty  to th in k  seriously and ask 1 
them selves th is  question: W hat 
are we g iv in g  our tim e  and en­
e rgy  for?  Is  i t  to b rin g  about a 
soc ia lis t repub lic  w here a ll the 
people can live  decently and 
free , o r are  we a c tu a lly  he lp ing  
to b rin g  about a fa sc is t - like  
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f lies, ha tred  and 
ignorance?

F ra te rn a lly  yours, 
F R E D  K E L L E R

the LaG ua rd ia  fra u d  o f pay ing  
W a ll S tree t $326,000,000 fo r  sub­
ways a lready  owned by the c ity .

Subway Scandal
“ A p a rty  th a t is a w ork ing  

class p a rty  w ould espouse any 
re fo rm  m ovem ent, such as 
c lean ing  up th is  outrageous 
subway fraud .

“ M ore than a m onth  ago the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  de­
nounced th is  subway fra u d  in  
the fo llo w in g  unequivoca l la n ­
guage:

‘On top o f food -p ro fitee ring  
by the W a ll S tree t w ar-m ongers, 
these same sharks have now 
concocted a g igan tic  fra u d  by 
w h ich  they hope to ra ise the 
five -cen t subw ay fa re  to the 
p ro f it  o f W a ll S tree t and a t the 
expense o f the people.

‘LaG ua rd ia  has agreed to 
pay W a ll S tree t $326,000,000 fo r 
the subways w h ich  are a lready 
city-ow ned p ro p e rty !

A ga ins t W a ll S treet
‘The S oc ia lis t W orkers P a r­

ty  demands th a t the IR T  and 
the B M T  subw ay and e levated 
lines be tu rned  over to the c ity  
w ith o u t pay ing  one m ore cent 
to the W a ll S tree t sharks who 
have a lready  bled H U N D R E D S  
O F M IL L IO N S  O F D O LLAR S 
out o f these subw ay and e leva t­
ed system s. O n ly  in  th is  w ay 
can the five -cen t fa re  be gua r­
anteed.

“ E X P R O P R IA T E  T H E  SUB­
W AYS! K E E P  T H E  F IV E  
C E N T  F A R E !’

“ Does the silence o f the lead­
ers o f the A m erican  Labo r P a r­
ty  ind ica te  th a t they are in  fa ­
vo r o f ra is in g  subw ay fares?

“ One th ing  is abso lute ly  c lea r, 
and th a t is the necessity o f as­
su ring  the appearance on the 
b a llo t o f a 100 per cent a n ti­
w a r p a rty , a p a rty  th a t w il l  
f ig h t tooth and n a il aga inst ev­
e ry  a tte m p t o f the W a ll S tree t 
sharks to gouge the pub lic .

, “ We are pledged to f ig h t w a r 
and fasc ism  w ithou t q u a rte r. 
We in tend to launch th a t f ig h t 
i f  elected w ith  a s trugg le  to lop 
o ff the siphon w ith  w h ich  W a ll 
S tree t has been d ra in in g  the 
p ro fits  fro m  the subw ay sys- 
;em since 1894.

“ An end to im p e r ia lis t w a r! 
B reak  W a ll S tree t’s s trang le ­
hold on p ub lic  u t i l i t ie s ! ”

SEAMEN TIE-UP 
SHIPS IN  PARTS 
ALL OVER WORLD

Seamen’s s tr ikes  fo r  w a r 
bonuses and insurance con­
tinued to spread th roughout 
the w o rld , accord ing  to press 
reports . Three line rs  w ere 
tied  up in H olland because 
operators fa ile d  to concede 
these demands. A m erican , 
Ir is h , B r it is h  sa ilo rs a lready 
have p a rtic ip a te d  in  such 
w alk-outs

CANADA ARRESTS 
WAR OPPONENT

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
TORONTO, Sept. 21. — 

F ra n k  W atson, Canadian an­
ti-w a r m ilita n t, was arrested  
e a r lie r  th is  week fo llo w in g  a 
s tree t corner speech he made 
denouncing Canada’s p a r t ic ­
ipa tion  in  the im p e ria lis t 
w a r. Lega l defense has been 
secured in  h is behalf.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. Thirty-th irty! $30-weekly minim um  wage— 

30-hour weekly m axim um , for a ll workers on 
all jobs.

5. Thirty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.
12. Fu ll social, political and economic equality 

for the Negro people.

Stalin's Invasion of 
Polish Ukraine

(Continued from  Page 1)

The secret motives which prompted this im­
mediate m ilitray action are not known to us. 
Whether there was a secret agreement w ith H it ­
ler for the partition o f Poland; whether H itle r’s 
army advanced further than Stalin anticipated 
and the invasion o f the Red Arm y was hastily 
decided as a protection o f the Soviet border from 
the fascist “ partner” ; whether a re-shuffling of 
the diplomatic and m ilitary alliances is already 
anticipated or feared, w ith H itler, bought off by 
France and England with backing for an attack 
on the Soviet Union from the vantage ground 
o f conquered Poland— the secret moves and the 
hidden cards are not known to us.

Real Road to "L iberation"
But we do know that Stalin’s m ilitary invasion 

o f Eastern Poland is inspired solely by the one 
motive that inspires all the actions and policies 
o f the Stalinists— the self-preservation o f the 
bureaucratic caste. The Ukrainian and White 
Russian people were not consulted; their rights 
and desires are o f no more concern to Stalin than 
to the Polish masters who ruled and oppressed 
them up to yesterday.

The unhappy people who suddenly find them­
selves under the gruesome “ protection”  o f Stalin 
w ill find the road to their true liberation only 
when they unite with their brothers on the Rus­
sian side o f the border in a determined struggle 
for an independent Soviet Ukraine, a stage in 
the revolutionary struggle for the re-constitution 
o f a Soviet federation of free peoples purged of 
the treacherous parasitic caste o f bureaucrats 
whose name is Stalinism.

This idea, advanced with remarkable foresight 
by Comrade Trotsky some months ago, reveals 
itself already as the great illuminating slogan of 
the peoples caught in the three-sided trap o f Stal­
in, H itle r and the allied imperialists. This slogan 
o f self-determination, penetrating deeply into the 
mass o f Ukrainian people can fuse them together 
across all the artificial national borders and in­
spire them w ith the hope o f salvation.
The Need Is Social Revolution

The defense o f the Soviet Union, i.e., the de­
fense o f the great conquests o f the October rev- 
oltuion in the field o f economy, w ill not be weak­
ened, but on the contrary would receive a mighty 
reinforcement by the revolutionary overthrow of 
the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Ukraine and the 
construction o f an independent Soviet republic 
there. Such a free republic would unquestionably, 
and o f necessity, turn immediately to the masses 
o f Great Russia w ith the proposal o f economic, 
political and m ilitary cooperation in a reconsti­
tuted Soviet federation, rouse them to their feet 
and aid them in a revolutionary fight to wipe the 
accursed bureaucracy off the face o f the earth.

By the inspiration o f this example the incalcu­
lable revolutionary energies o f the German pro­
letariat, dammed up so long by the combination 
of fascist terror and Stalinist betrayal, could 
again find release and sweep through Germany 
and all Europe in a mighty, irresistible flood. 
Humanity, trapped in the bloody shambles o f an­
other war, would find the way out on the road 
o f social revolution. The war, in fact, so far 
from sounding the death knell o f revolution, as 
Philistines, pessimists, skeptics and cowards 
imagine, has put the social revolution on the 
order o f the day. The slogan o f an independent

Ukraine is at this moment one o f the most im ­
portant strategic slogans to set in motion the new 
revolutionary upsurge.

I t  is primarily from this point of view that 
revolutionary workers should view the present 
events in the eastern section of the old Polish im ­
perialist state.

No Faith in Shibboleths
Let philistines and muddle-headed dupes dis­

cuss these events in terms of the abstractions and 
shibboleths coined by the different imperialist 
camps for purposes o f deception. “ Defense”  and 
“ Aggression,”  the inviolability of artificial na­
tional borders established by previous m ilitary 
force, the struggle o f “ ideologies,” the “ righ t” 
of one gang o f imperialist robbers to what they 
have previously stolen and the “ righ t”  o f another 
gang to regain what it has lost and conquer more 
— all this kind o f talk is conscious deception to 
fool the people. Whoever permits himself to be 
swayed or influenced in his judgments by such 
considerations, whoever indulges in this kind of 
chatter, thereby takes his place either as a con­
scious agent or a helpless dupe o f one imperialist 
camp or another. The revolutionary movement, 
under penalty o f annihilation, must rigorously 
quarantine its ranks against these infections.

On exactly the same order is the “ democratic” 
clap-trap about the identity of bolshevism and 
fascism, and about the Soviet Union and H itle r’s 
Germany being one and the same thing. This 
“ idea” — to d ignify a stupid fraud with a desig­
nation it does not deserve— is only the “ ideolog­
ical” justification for the advocacy o f a war of 
“ democracy versus totalitarianism,”  and is al­
most invariably followed by it. That is all right 
for imperialists and their social-democratic lack­
eys. They need deception, they need to muddle 
things up in order to lure the worker into a war 
against his own interests. But it is shameful and 
impermissable fo r a revolutionary worker to toy 
with these false and treacherous formulations. 
Those who do so have already put one foot in 
the camp o f the class enemy.

Stalinist Bureaucracy Doomed
The nationalized economy established by the 

October revolution has shown its v ita lity and su­
periority under every test over a period of more 
than twenty years o f world crisis and internal 
convulsions. I t  survived the early wars of inter­
vention and a great civil war in a country al­
ready devastated By the ravages of Russia’s par­
ticipation in the world war. I t  has survived over 
an agonizing period o f fifteen years of the Ther- 
midorian reaction o f Stalin. Stalin could physic­
ally destroy a whole generation o f the men who 
made the revolution, but he could not destroy its 
fru it— the new system of nationalized economy. 
He could undermine it, weaken it, choke its de­
velopment and reduce it fli many respects to a 
frigh tfu l caricature o f its natural operation un­
der a tru ly revolutionary regime. But up to the 
present he has not been able to overthrow it.

The mission o f the reactionary Stalinist bu­
reaucracy was to destroy all the conquests o f the 
Octolier revolution and transform the Soviet U n­
ion into a colony o f world imperialism. But, 
after fifteen years, the Stalinist bureaucracy en­
ters the period o f the new W orld W ar, which 
spells its doom in any case, w ith its reactionary 
mission uncompleted. The nationalized economy, 
distorted and twisted out o f shape in many re­
spects, still retains its basic features. That is the 
great difference between the Soviet Union and 
all the capitalist states, including the fascist.

The war w ill prove which is the stronger. I f  
the Stalinist bureaucracy is not overthrown by 
the Russian masses, the Soviet economy w ill 
surely go down in ruins and be superseded by the 
restoration o f capitalist private property and a 
genuine fascist counter-revolution. On the other 
hand, i f  the Soviet masses overthrow the bu­
reaucracy, they w’ill be able, thanks to the eco­
nomic system inherited from the October revo­
lution, to overcome all adversaries, and the Sovi­
et system w ill conquer all o f Europe in a revolu­
tionary solution o f the war.

They lie who say that the Soviet Union and 
the fascist countries are the same. They lie who 
say there is nothing left o f the social conquests 
of the revolution worth fighting for. The issue is 
not yet decided. We know that Stalin is capable 
o f any treachery. But Stalinism, by its very na­
ture, is a transitional regime. I t  is incompatible 
w ith the further existence and development of 
the Soviet economy. I t  is incapable o f conducting 
a war. The war, which it fears above all because 
it necessarily arms the masses and sets them in 
motion, draws its bloody days to an end.

W ill the Soviet Union itself, w ill the national­
ized economy perish w ith  the perfidious regime 
o f the bureaucracy, or w ill the Soviet Union, 
purged o f the bureaucracy by a victorious polit­
ical revolution, surge up w ith a new invincible 
power?-—that is the question to which the fu r­
ther development o f the war w ill indubitably 
give an answer.

Let those predict the worst disaster who w i l l ; 
an identification o f the Soviet Union with fascist 
capitalism is a renunciation o f the struggle in 
advance. There is not a trace o f revolutionary 
w ill in such an attitude. But the revolutionary 
worker w ill cling to the end to everything that 
remains o f the great conquests o f October and 
defend it, arms in hand, against all enemies. 
That is the way matters stand in all events a f­
fecting the Soviet Union in these fateful days.

S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

C.P. Ordered to Work for Victory  
O f S talin-H itler War Alliance

Browder and Company, in a Breath-taking Political Som­
ersault, Drop the Cause of the So-Called Democracies 
In Order to Espouse the Cause of the New W ar Alliance

By JOSEPH C AR TER
The C om m unist P a rty  has 

ju s t announced its  new line  on 
the w a r s itua tion  in  a D ec la ra ­
tion  to the A m erican  People. 
(D a ily  W orker, Sept. 19.)

I .  T H E  C H A R AC TER  OF 
T H E  W AR

1. “ The w a r th a t has broken 
out in  Europe is the Second Im ­
p e ria lis t W ar. The ru lin g  cap it­
a lis t and land lo rd  classes o f a ll 
the be llige ren t countries are 
equa lly  g u ilty  fo r th is  w a r ,”  i t  
declares.

B u t . . . the day a fte r E ng ­
land and F rance  declared w a r 
on G erm any, fo llow ing  the la t­
te r ’s invasion  of Poland, the 
D a ily  W orker w ro te .

2. “ There are, b road ly  speak­
ing , three fro n ts : the fro n t of 
fasc is t aggressive im p e ria lis m  
w h ich  has been w aging the w a r 
fo r  the past tw o and a h a lf 
years. There is the cam p of 
bourgeois dem ocracy, aga inst 
w h ich  th is  w a r is  d irected , bu t 
had been re tre a tin g . And then 
there is the  th ird  fro n t, the re a l 
peace fro n t, w h ich , so fa r , in ­
cludes the Soviet U nion as its  
m a in  coun try  along w ith  the 
m any forces and peoples 
th roughout the w o rld  who sup 
p o rt i t . ”  (D a ily  W orker, Sept. 
4. Questions and Answers.)
II.W H A T  SHOULD T H E  MASS­
ES IN  T H E  B E L L IG E R E N T

C O U N TR IES  DO?
1. The recen t D ec la ra tion  of 

the C.P. sta tes:
“ C om m unists in  a ll the b e llig ­

e ren t countries are exposing the 
im p e ria lis t and p reda to ry  cha r­
acte r o f the w a r, they w il l  vote 
aga inst w a r c red its , they go 
among the sold iers a t the fron ts  
and the masses a t home ex­
p la in ing  th a t th is  w a r w il l  b rin g  
the people no th ing bu t m ise ry , 
burdens, d e s t r u c t i o n  and 
dea th .”

B u t . . . the C om m unist P a r­
ties of F rance  and Eng land vo t­
ed fo r the same w a r, to ld  the 
so ld iers a t the fron ts  and the 
masses a t home th a t the w a r is 
fo r  “ na tiona l se cu rity ”  and 
“ aga inst fasc is t aggression” !

2. The D a ily  W orker endorsed 
these treacherous actions of 
th e ir colleagues:

“ M aurice  Thorez, general 
secre ta ry  of the g re a t F rench 
C om m unist P a rty , has present­
ed h im se lf fo r  m ili ta ry  service 
w ith  the a rm y  o f F rance . . . .

“ Now th a t M un ich  has led to 
w a r, Thorez, the C om m unist 
leader beloved o f the F rench 
people, o ffe rs  his life  to defend 
the na tiona l s e c u r i t y  o f 
F ra n ce .”  (D a ily  W orker E d ito ­
r ia l,  Sept. 6.)

The n e x t day its  Lo’ndon co r­
respondent reported  th a t the 
C om m unist P a rty  o f E ng land 
“ v igo rous ly  p roc la im ed  th a t i t  
continues to w o rk  m ore a c tive ­
ly  than ever ‘ to help w in  the 
w a r aga inst fa sc is t aggres­
s ion .’ ”  (Sept. 7.)

I I I .  W H AT SHOULD TH E
A M E R IC A N  P E O P LE  DO?
1. The la te s t lin e  states:
“ F irs t,  a llow  no single meas­

ure to be taken fo r  purposes of 
g iv in g  A m e rica n  help to e ithe r 
side o f the im p e ria lis t c o n flic t; 
second, fin d  the m ost e ffec tive  
means of keeping the U.S. ou t 
o f w a r, w ithou t any rega rd  t o ! 
w hether these means in c id e n t­
a lly  happen to confer some 
sm a ll advantage to one side or 
the o th e r.”

I t  finds peace and p ro-w ar 
forces on “ both s ides”  o f the 
dispute on ra is in g  the arm s em ­
bargo and condemns those 
"w h o  dem and the repeal o r re ­
v is ion  of the A c t fo r  the p u r­
pose o f U.S. help to B r it is h  and 
F rench  im p e ria lis m , and the re ­
by d raw ing  A m e rica  in to  the 
w a r .”

2. Two weeks ago, d u rin g  the 
present w a r, the D a ily  W orker 
declared in  a lead ing  e d ito r ia l:

“ In  his rad io  speech to the 
na tion  fo llo w in g  the ou tbreak 
o f w a r in  Europe, P res ident 
Roosevelt voiced sentim ents 
w h ich  i t  seems to us have the 
approva l of the m a jo r ity  o f the 
A m erican  people. . . .

“ When the P res iden t spoke of 
a ‘tru e  n e u tra lity ’ fo r  A m erica  
we fee l th a t A m erican  in te re s t 
demands the repeal o f the fa lse 
‘N e u tra lity  A c t’ w h ich  now 
stands exposed as being the op­
posite of a ‘ true  n e u tra lity . ’ I t  
is obviously no t in  A m e ric a ’s 
in te rest, no t in  the in te re s t of 
‘ true  n e u tra lity ’ th a t A m erica  
shut o ff its  trade  w ith  Poland, 
E ng land, F rance , Canada and 
A u s tra lia .”  (Sept. 5.)

The “ slogans o f a c tio n ”  ad­
opted by the na tiona l com ittee 
eft the C om m unist P a rty  on 
Sept. 4 inc lude :

“ F u ll m o ra l, d ip lo m a tic  and 
econom ic help fo r  the Polish 
people and those who help Po­
land defend its  na tiona l inde­
pendence.

“ E m bargo  Japan and G er­
m any fo r  the defeat o f fasc is t 
aggression and fo r  estab lish ing 
a dem ocra tic  peace.”  (Sept. 5.)

So th a t on the question 6f the 
cha rac te r of the w a r, the m eas­
ures th a t the  w orke rs  in  the be l­
lig e re n t countries should take , 
and w ha t the A m erican  people 
should do, the C om m unist P a r­
ty  has renounced the position 
w h ich  they defended in  the f ir s t  
days o f the w a r (to say noth ing 
o f ,the p re -w ar S ta lin is t p ro ­
g ram ) .

K R E M L IN  AUTOCRATS 
D IC T A T E  C.P. L IN E

The zig-zag course o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  cannot be un­
derstood unless one a ll- im p o rt- 
an t fa c t is kep t in  m in d : the 
po licy  o f the com m un is t pa rties  
in  every  coun try  is  de term ined 
a t each stage by the. d ic ta tes of 
the au tocracy o f the K re m lin . 
An occasional m isunderstand­
ing  o f the M a s te r’s o rders  m ay 
ex is t o r the orders m ay be ca r­
ried  out c lu m s ily  by bew ildered 
henchmen — p a rt ic u la r ly  when 
they are changed so suddenly!

B row der, Thorez and P o ll it t  
rece ived th e ir line  o f yesterday 
and of today fro m  Moscow.

T h e ir change o f p o licy  corres­
ponds to the sh iftin g  needs and 
tac tics  o f S ta lin .

The f i r s t  phase o f the second 
w o rld  w a r opened w ith  the G er­
m an invasion  o f P o land im m e ­
d ia te ly  fo llo w in g  the s ign ing  of 
the H it le r-S ta lin  P act.

S ta lin  desired a prolonged 
w a r between A ng lo -F rench  im ­
p e ria lism  and G erm an Fasc­
ism . Even a fte r he signed the 
pact w ith  H it le r , p robab ly  in ­
c lud ing  secret te rm s  fo r  jo in t 
d iv is ion  o f Poland, the B a lt ic  
countries, etc., he feared above 
a ll, a qu ick  v ic to ry  o f H it le r  in  
P oland, and a re co n c ilia tio n  o f 
the hostile  cam ps by a G erm an 
m arch  in to  the Russian U k ­
ra ine , th a t is, a "n e w  M u n ich .”

T h a t is w hy a t th is  stage S ta l­
in  assigned to his agents in  the 
“ d e m o cra tic ”  countries the 
task of arousing mass m ove­
m ents o f pressure on the res­
pective governm ents fo r  the 
m ost vigorous prosecution of 
the w a r by Ang lo-F rench im p e ­
r ia lis m  aga inst H it le r . They 
were ins tructed  to a tta ck  the 
alleged indecisiveness o f Cham ­
b e rla in  and D a lad ie r and to 
w arn  against th e ir be tra ya l of 
“ independent P o land ”  by a new 
M unich-

H owever, events move w ith  
lig h tn in g  ra p id ity . H it le r  con­
quered the w estern sections of 
Poland, and S ta lin  decided to 
invade the eastern regions of 
Poland. The second phase o f the 
w ar was thus opened by Rus­
s ia ’s open m ili ta ry  a lliance  
w ith  G erm any fo r  the p a rtit io n  
of Poland.

S ta lin  sent ou t new in s tru c ­
tions. The Poland o f B eck and 
S m ig ly  - R idz, w hich yesterday 
was to be defended by the peo­
ple o f the w orld , suddenly be­
came a fasc is t and im p e ria lis t 
coun try . The support o f Anglo- 
F rench  im p e ria lis m  by the 
C om m unist pa rties  in  the f i r s t  
stage, is now to be converted in ­
to an opposition to the w a r as a 
robber w a r o f conquest. B ro w ­
d e r’s support to  R oosevelt’s 
p rog ram  o f l in in g  up the U n ited  
States in  support o f E ng land  
and F rance is now changed in to  
an opposition to the P res iden t’s 
proposal to l i f t  the em bargo and 
a cam paign aga inst those who 
seek to d rag  the U n ited  States 
in to  the w ar.

The C om m unist pa rties  have 
been ordered to do a ll in  th e ir 
power to help the v ic to ry  of the 
S ta lin  - H it le r  a lliance . As ag­
ents of these d ic ta to rs  n a tu ra l­
ly  they speak aga inst the oppo­
nents o f th e ir m asters, th a t is, 
aga inst E ng lish , F rench  and 
A m erican  im p e ria lism . These 
unscrupulous tools seek to u t i l ­
ize the m ili ta n t tra d itio n s  o f the 
w o rk ing  class aga inst a ll im pe­
r ia lis m  and aga inst w a r fo r  the 
re ac tiona ry  purpose o f serv ing  
th e ir  bosses. T h a t is the rea l 
m eaning of the new line  o f the 
C om m unist pa rties .

(The Socia lis t Appeal w il l  
continue the analysis o f the new 

]C. P. line in  com ing issues.-Ed)

Roosevelt Message to Congress 
Session Speeds War Intervention

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
v e lt to Landon—of “ na tiona l un­
i t y , ”  “ p a tr io t is m ,”  and “ non- 
p a rtisansh ip ”  in  the c ris is . In  
o ther words, the au th o rita tive  
spokesmen o f both boss pa rties  
pledged th a t in  re la tion  to the 
w a r no personal o r fa c tio n a l 
d iffe rences w il l  in te rfe re  w ith  
th e ir  un ited  defense o f the in ­
terests of U n ited  States im p e r­
ia lism .

As the Special Session open­
ed, seventeen m em bers o f the 
im po ten t iso la tion is t b loc, head­
ed by Senators B orah .Vanden- 
ber, H ira m  Johnson, C la rk  and 
LaF o lle tte , held th e ir  own oppo­
s ition  conference to m ap p a r lia ­
m e n ta ry  s tra tegy . Th is  con fe r­
ence was equa lly  secretive and 
equa lly  pledged to u n ity , p a tr i­
o tism  and non-partisanship .

M ore and m ore the fig h t open­
ing  up in  jhe  Special Session 
takes on the ch a ra c te r o f a 
fa rce . Both  groups are s tr iv in g  
to appear to the pub lic  as the 
defenders of peace and the 
cham pions o f the “ ba ttle  to keep 
A m erica  ou t of the w a r .”  A t

Harlem Mass Meeting
“ T H E  N EG R O  AND  WAR.’

Wed., Sept. 27, 8 p.m. 
at the Y.tA.C.A.

180 West 138th St.
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AD M ISSIO N  F R E E

the same tim e  both c a ll fo r ever 
b igger a rm am ents , and both 
w an t leg is la tion  w h ich  w il l  en­
able the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  to gain 
a m a x im u m  o f w a r p ro fits .

A t the same tim e , by the 
smokescreen o f a b itte r-end 
fig h t over the a rm s em bargo, 
both groups a im  to suppress the 
dem ocra tic  dem and fo r  a popu­
la r  re fe rendum  to decide the 
question o f e n try  in to  the w a r. 
I f  e ithe r o f them  a c tu a lly  were 
serious about keeping th is  coun­
t r y  out o f the w a r, how could 
they argue aga inst the popular 
re ferendum ?

W hile Congress was opening, 
the delegates to the special 
P an-A m erican  conference were 
ga the ring  under the guns o f 
the coast a r t i l le ry  a t Panam a. 
Th is  m eeting, designed to com ­
plete the w o rk  o f the L im a  Con­
ference in  b rin g in g  a ll o f L a tin  
A m erica  under the f i r m  dom in ­
a tion of W ashington, is to be 
supervised by the re ac tiona ry  
under-Secretary o f State, Sum­
ner Welles.

Roosevelt has asked the Spe­
c ia l Session to confine its  w o rk  
exc lus ive ly  to rev is ion  o f the 
N e u tra lity  A c t. In so fa r as th is  
means pay ing  no t the s ligh test! 
a tten tion  to the te r r ib le  condi-1 
tion  of the  unem ployed, le ft: 
stranded by the R oosevelt-) 
W oodrum  re lie f b ill,  w h ich  h a s ' 
sent W PA ro lls  down to a new 
low  o f 1,600,000, inso fa r as i t  
means no m easures w hatever 
th a t w ould be o f benefit to  the 
w orkers  o f the coun try , he w il l  
undoubtedly have his way.

Nevertheless, i t  is qu ite  p rob­
able th a t the w a r m easures to 
be taken by the Special Session 
w il l  no t be lim ite d  to repea l of 
the em bargo. New a rm a m e n t 
appropria tions, new b ills  a im ed 
a t c iv il  r ig h ts , new leg is la tion  
p repa ring  fo r  conscrip tion  and 
M -D ay m ay w e ll reach the flo o r 
before the session adjourns.

Roosevelt ended h is speech on 
an om inous note:

“ I  should like  to be able to 
o ffe r the hope th a t the shadow 
over the w o rld  m ig h t s w ift ly  
pass. I  cannot. The fac ts  com ­
pel m y s ta ting , w ith  candor, 
th a t d a rke r periods m ay lie  
ahead. . . .

“ F u rth e r, in  the event o f any 
fu tu re  danger to the se cu rity  of 
the U n ited  States o r in  the 
event of need fo r any new  leg ­
is la tio n  o f im portance, I  w il l  
im m e d ia te ly  reconvene the Con­
gress in  another e x tra o rd in a ry  
session.”

L e t no one be under any i l lu ­
sions about the “ new leg is la tion  
of im p o rta n ce ”  w h ich  Roose­
v e lt had in  m ind  when he 
spoke: He m eant, s im p ly  and 
f la t ly , the dec la ra tion  o f w a r.
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N ew  Y o rk  C ity

By Max Shachtman'
The m ili ta ry  a lliance  between H it le r  and S ta lin , 

c ru e lly  attested by the p a rtit io n  o f Poland, undoubt­
ed ly  has deeper im p lica tio n s  than appear on the 
surface. We do not re fe r to the la te s t discoveries 
about the Sovie t U nion and the S ta lin is t regim e 
made by the Serious T h inke rs  o f the “ dem ocratic  
f ro n t.”  When i t  appeared th a t S ta lin  w ould enter 
the w a r aga inst H it le r  on the side o f E ng land  and 
F rance , these T h inke rs  were m agnan im ously  w il l ­
ing  to paste the labe l o f dem ocracy on the Moscow 
autocra ts. F u n d a m e n ta lly  im p e ria lis t pa trio ts , 
both before the S ta linaz i p a c t and a fte r i t ,  they are 
now ju s t as lig h tm in d e d ly  d ec la ring  th a t there  is 
not, a fte r a ll, a p a rtic le  o f d iffe rence  between H it ­
le r  and S ta lin , between F a sc is t G e rm any  and the 
Soviet Union.

They never understood the f i r s t  th in g  about the 
Soviet U nion, its  reg im e and its  fo re ign  po licy , and 
they don’t  understand i t  now. T h a t—in  the best 
case; qu ite  often, how ever, they  understand w e ll 
enough bu t are in te rested  fo r  good and p a tr io tic  
reasons in  no t hav ing  anyone else understand.

The New Bureaucracy
Am ong the forces th a t im p e lle d  S ta in  to make 

the pac t w ith  H it le r , there  is one th a t has* received 
no tre a tm e n t in  the genera l press: the new bureau­
c racy  th a t has developed in  Russia in  the recen t 
years.

Before h is saddening ca p itu la tion  to the  S ta lin is t 
c lique, C h ris tian  R akovsky w ro te  in  ex ile  one of 
the m ost in te re s tin g  and pene tra ting  analyses of 
the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the Soviet ru lin g  c irc le s  we 
have ever seen. He traced  the profound changes 
th a t had taken ' p lace in th e  lead ing  s ta ff o f the 
Bolsheviks a fte r m ore than  a decade o f the revo ­
lu tion . M ost o f those who had gone th rough  the r ig ­
ors o f the f ig h t aga inst cza rism , o f the w o rld  w ar, 
of the tw o revo lu tions and the c iv i l  w a r and in te r ­
vention th a t fo llow ed, had grow n tire d . W orld  re v ­
o lution? Perhaps, bu t no t in  our t im e ; so w hy waste 
e ffo rts  on p rom o ting  it.  F a ith  in  the va s t resources 
th a t had brough t them  to pow er, gave w ay to cyn ­
ic ism . The iso la tion  o f the coun try  was taken  fo r 
gran ted, and w ith  i t  the perpetua tion  o f inequa lity . 
S ta lin? A scoundrel, b u t a b ru ta l one you cou ldn ’t 
a ffo rd  to antagonize u n til he broke his own neck. 
M eanw hile , hold fa s t to eve ry th ing  you can, in c lu d ­
ing  the no t inconsiderab le  and n o t uncom fortab le  
p riv ileges  o f the bu reaucra tic  h ie ra rch y .

And these p riv ileges , w h ich  gave the p a rty  fu n c ­
tio n a ry  a decent a p a rtm e n t in  tow n and perhaps a 
coun try  house, w ith  a se rvan t o r tw o, an o ffice  ca r 
a t h is d isposal, p lus, perhaps, one o f h is own, a 
be tte r and then a m uch be tte r gown fo r  h is  w ife , 
p lus a b it o f f in e ry —a ll these con tribu ted  to  the 
general atm osphere th a t im p e rce p tib ly  b u t in e x ­
o ra b ly  washed ou t of his consciousness a ll the re v ­
o lu tiona ry  fee ling  and s p ir it  th a t made possible the 
g rea t w o rk in g  class tr iu m p h  in  N ovem ber 1917.

Since R akovsky made th is  study, w h ich  we re ­
p rin ted  some tim e  ago in  the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l, 
the tra n s fo rm a tio n  has proceeded a t a te r r if ic  
pace. The decisive e lem ent in  the Sovie t bureau­
c racy  is no longer the degenerated o ld B o lshevik. 
In  fa c t, his whole generation has been w iped out 
p h ys ica lly  — ex-opposition ists and cap itu la to rs  
along w ith  rea l opposition ists. I ts  place has been 
taken by a new genera tion  w h ich  now m akes up 
the bu lk  of the bu reaucra tic  apparatus.

No Ties W ith the Revolution
The new bu reaucracy has no re a l ties w ith  the 

grand  re vo lu tio n a ry  tra d it io n . The tra d it io n  is 
e ithe r h o rr ib ly  d is to rted  o r else looked upon w ith  
the u p s ta r t’s contem pt. The so c ia lis t foundations 
upon w h ich  the life  even o f a m an like , le t us say. 
Z inoviev, was b u ilt and m a in ta ined , a t leas t to 
one degree, o r another, are e n tire ly  absent in  the 
new b u reaucra tic  laye rs . To the la tte r , soc ia lis t 
te rm ino logy  and slogans p lay  about the same ro le 
as did the a n ti-ca p ita lis t slogans o f the N azi m a ­
chine a few  years ago: a means o f dup ing  the 
con tem ptib le  masses.

A ll o f them , o f course, are a rden t cham pions of 
the theory o f “ soc ia lism  in  a s ingle c o u n try ,”  
w hich, as T ro ts k y  pointed ou t in  1928, g ives them  
a fee ling  of M essianic R ussian su p e rio rity . Th is 
fee ling  has been fostered sys te m a tica lly  by  the 
p u re ly  G rea t Russian p a tr io tic  propaganda o f the 
past years, the g lo r if ic a tio n  of m ost o f the despots 
of c za ris t tim es, o f v ic to rious  re a c tio n a ry  generals, 
and the like . I t  is not by acc ident th a t the new ly- 
appointed o ff ic ia l, equipped w ith  p len ipo ten tia ry  
powers by the K re m lin , operates in  the provinces, 
and especia lly  in  the na tiona l repub lich  o f the So­
v ie t U nion, in  the s p ir it  o f im p e ria l a rrogance so 
ch a ra c te ris tic  o f the c z a r ’s ch inovniks.

Is  i t  inconceivab le  th a t th is  b u reaucra tic  la ye r, 
e n tire ly  devoid o f the s p ir it  o f soc ia lism  and in te r­
na tiona lism , is p la y in g  w ith  grandiose ideas of 
im ita tin g  the “ successes”  o f H it le r , fo r  whom 
ever so m any have a fee ling  o f p u re ly  to ta lita r ia n  
adm ira tion?  F a r fro m  being inconceivab le , i t  is 
m ore than lik e ly . A gang th a t was able to fram e-up  
and destroy the whole lead ing  s ta ff o f the B o lshev ik  
revo lu tion  on the m ost in fam ous o f charges, is 
capable o f anyth ing . They are fa r  fro m  hav ing  
reached the boundaries o f th e ir  degeneration: 
they s t i l l  have m ore than one “ su rp r ise ”  in  store 
fo r  us.

How m uch pressure does th is  la ye r e xe rt upon 
the fo rm a tio n  o f o ff ic ia l K re m lin  po licy?  F a r  m ore 
than m ost people im ag ine—both d ire c t and in d ire c t 
p ressure . There is no doubt in  our m in d  th a t th e ir  
in fluence w il l  be even m ore openly revealed in  the 
period  ahead. A l it t le  th in g  like  a m ili ta r y  a lliance 
w ith  H it le r ,  another de ta il like  p a rtit io n in g  Poland, 
or the B a lt ic  o r the B a lkans, w ith  H it le r , s t i l l  an­
o ther d e ta il like  c a rv in g  up China between Russia 
and Japan—a ll these are tr if le s  in  the m in d  o f an 
eager and rapacious bureaucracy  w h ich  is in te r­
ested e n tire ly  and exc lus ive ly  in  keeping its e lf in  
power.

And i f  its  se lf-p reserva tion  means the ra d ica l 
a lte ra tion  of the foundation  o f present-day Soviet 
economy, i t  w il l  no t hesita te  too long before m a k ­
ing th a t a lte ra tio n , even i f  i t  means the res to ra tion  
of c a p ita lis t p riva te  ow nership o f the  means of 
p roduction  and exchange. “ D u rin g  the w a r ,”  
T ro tsky  said tw o years ago, “ the a llies  can impose 
on the Soviet U nion such concessions th a t the 
Soviet state can become a bourgeois s ta te .”

W hat percentage o r section o f the bureaucracy 
w il l  be the v ic t im  o f such concessions, and w hat 
percentage the benefic ia ries, m ay soon be seen. 
In  any case, i t  is  no t decis ive. D ecis ive fo r  the 
sa lva tion  o f the re m a in in g  conquests o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion  is the position  and the action th a t w ill 
be taken by those num erous m illio n s  in  whose 
hands lies R uss ia ’s fu tu re — the now gagged and 
fe tte red  w orkers  and peasants.
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