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LE T  THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON W AR

D U L U T H , Minn.— The largest convention in the 57- 
year history o f the Minnesota State Federation of Labor 
voted unanimously Wednesday fo r a resolution calling upon 
Congress to prepare immediately a Constitutional amend­
ment providing that any proposal for the declaration of 
war against any nation shall be submitted to a direct refer­
endum vote of the people o f the United States. O f the many 
anti-war resolutions coming before the convention, the res­
olution fo r a popular referendum on war was the one that 
appealed to the 883 delegates as the most practical and real­
istic. The referendum resolution was introduced by a group 
o f Tw in  C ity trade unionists.

Full Support to WPA Strikers
A ll in all, the 57th annual convention of the Minnesota 

Federation was one o f the most progressive in its history. 
When the conservatives in control o f the legislative com­
mittee made a report calling upon the convention only to 
move for amendments to the hated Stassen Labor Law, 
Gene Larson o f the Minneapolis M ilk  Drivers Union made 
a m inority report demanding the Federation work fo r out­
right repeal o f the atrocious Stassen labor legislation. Lar­
son’s report provoked a veritable storm o f approval which 
swept over the right-wingers, and the convention voted by 
a large m ajority to work to wipe the Stassen law off the 
books.

The Duluth convention also voted fu ll support to the 
hounded Minneapolis W P A  strikers and approved the work 
of the Minneapolis Central Labor Union’s W P A  Defense 
Committee. The convention condemned the new relief bill 
and state secretary George Lawson as well as many other 
spokesmen placed the blame for the nationwide relief cut 
and the abolition o f the union wage scale directly upon 
President Roosevelt.

Ten Billion Dollar Housing Program
Other resolutions passed called fo r a 10-billion Dollar 

federal housing and public works program; the 30-hour 
week in private industry; protested the 25 percent cut in 
food budgets by the Minneapolis W elfare Board, etc.

The convention took a long backward step, however, 
when it  adopted a constitutional amendment dropping the 
policy o f endorsing political candidates. The debate on this 
issue raged all Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning.

Robert Olson o f Duluth and George Lawson o f St. Paul 
were re-elected president and secretary, respectively, of the 
federation. .
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ROOSEVELT MOVES FOR WAR 
UNDER COVER OF NEUTRALITY

Congress W ill Approve 
Actions Placing U. S.
In War Camp of Allies

Behind the Lines
By G EO R G E S T E R N .

W hat a m acabre  Joke i t  is  to  
hear S ta lin ’s new spaper P ravda  
suddenly w ax pa the tic  ove r the 
p lig h t o i the U k ra in ia n  and 
■White R ussian m in o ritie s  in  
P o land!

One of the characteristic 
m arks of the degeneration of 
the Soviet regim e under Stalin 
has been the destruction of the 
free rights won by Russia’s 
many nationalities as a result 
of the October revolution. One 
after another the governments 
of the autonomous Soviet repub­
lics from  one end of the union 
to the other were converted in  
the course of the last ten years 
into instruments of Stalin’s bn  
reaucratic clique. M ore recent­
ly native officials of these re­
publics were mowed down by 
Stalin’s purge in scores and in 
hundreds.

Consequently we are no t to 
seek in  S ta lin ’s sudden, touch 
ing  concern fo r  the P o lish  U k ­
ra in ians  and W hite  Russians 
fo r  any th ing  rem o te ly  resem b­
lin g  the o ld  B o lshev ik  p o licy  of 
staunch support fo r  the doc 
tr in e  and p rac tice  o f the  self- 
de te rm ina tion  o f peoples. The 
P ra vd a  e d ito r ia l was no t an 
echo o f L e n in  b u t o f Goebbels. 
The a im  o f the po licy  i t  shrouds 
is no t the lib e ra tio n  o f the op 
pressed peoples o f P o land b u t 
th e ir  sub jection  and the pro tec 
tion  o f the pow er and p e lf o f 
S ta lin ’s ru lin g  o lig a rch y . I t  is 
n o t a question o f fre e in g  the

U kra in ia n s  and W hite  Russians 
b u t o f d e te rm in ing  w hether 
th e ir  nex t yoke w il l  be th a t of 
H it le r  o r 'th a t  of S ta lin .

W hether th is  is to be ca rr ie d  
ou t by the crea tion  o f so-called 
“ independent”  b u ffe r states o r 
by  o u tr ig h t annexation o f te r  
r i to ry  w il l  soon be known. H ow ­
ever, any p a rt it io n  decided up­
on by H it le r  and S ta lin  in  the 
present c ircum stances is  bound 
to be o f a m ost tra n s ie n t and 
unstable cha rac te r.

On both sides there  is  a ta c it 
recogn ition  of the f r a g il i t y  of 
the new axis and on both sides 
there is the fe a r—quite  ju s tif ie d  
—th a t the peoples th e y  are 
pushing around in  eastern E u r­
ope w il l  before long jo in  w ith  
the masses o f G erm any and 
Russia in  fre e in g  them selves 
fro m  the ru le rs  who w ould 
s trang le  them .

P ravda  a ttr ib u te d  the speedy 
c rush ing  o f P o land to its  in te r­
n a l in s ta b ility , to  the repression 
of the huge m in o ritie s  th a t kep t 
the coun try  d iv ided  and de­
s troyed th a t na tiona l cohesion 
so v ita l in  a w a r. B eh ind  the 
lines o f the P ravda  e d ito r ia l 
deep in  the shadows o f the 
K re m lin , is  the re a liza tion  th a t 
R ussia ’s p lig h t is  even worse 
in  th is  respect. I t  is  n o t m e re ly ' 
the s tru c tu re  o f n a tiona litie s  
th a t m ake up the Soviet U nion 
b u t the whole reg im e  and the 
a rm y  its e lf th a t have been re n t 

(Continued on Page 3)

Is the Partitioning  
O f Poland Part o f 
Hitler-Stalin Pact?

AN E D IT O R IA L .

Twenty-five Minneapolis W P A  
Prisoners Are Released on Bail
SEE SWINDLE 
IN NEW YORK 
SUBWAY SALE
O f a ll the sw indles fro m  

w h ich  the  people of N ew Y o rk  
C ity  have su ffe red , one o f the 
m ost scandalous is th a t now  be­
ing  pe rpe tra ted  by  the La - 
G u a rd ia  a d m in is tra tio n . F o r 
subways th a t are  a lready  own­
ed by the c ity , LaG u a rd ia  has 
agreed to pay W a ll S tree t a 
m in im u m  of $326,000,000!

Both  the  B .M .T . and the I.R .-  
T . subw ay and e levated system s 
fo r  w h ich  LaG u a rd ia  is  pay ing  
W a ll S tree t th is  colossal sum  
have been c ity  p ro p e rty  since 
they w ere f i r s t  constructed  and 
have a lready  pa id  W a ll S tree t 

(Continued on Page 3)

Roosevelt Stooges Now Arresting Women- 
Labor Unions Map Plans for Fighting 
Indictments at Sept. 25 Trial

M IN N E A P O L IS —S hortly  a fte r noon on W ednesday, Septem­
ber 13, 25 o f the ja ile d  M inneapo lis  W PA s tr ik e rs  w ere released 
on b a il posted fo r  them  by  the W PA Defense C om m ittee  o f the 
M inneapo lis  C en tra l La b o r U nion. The b a il was ra ised  ch ie fly  
th rough  the generosity of the M inneapo lis  La b o r Tem ple  Associ­
a tion w h ich , a t a stockholders m eeting la s t F r id a y  n ig h t, voted 
to post the associa tion ’s p ro p e rty  as su re ty  fo r  b a il bonds fo r  the 
v ic tim ize d  W PA w orkers .

S ho rtly  a fte r noon, the p rison ­
ers w ere m arched fro m  the Jail 
to  the fe d e ra l co u rt b u ild ing  
where in d iv id u a l b a il was post­
ed fo r  each. A ll  w ere ins truc ted  
to appear back in  co u rt Septem­
ber 26 when the s tr ik e  t r ia l  is  
scheduled to begin. A ll  w ere ju ­
b ila n t upon th e ir  release, and 
sent a co llec tive  le tte r  of 
thanks to  the La b o r Tem ple  
Associa tion and the W P A  De­
fence C om m ittee  w h ich  has 
w orked so v igo rous ly  fo r  th e ir

release. y
The w o rk  o f the W PA Defense 

C om m ittee has Just com m enc­
ed, how ever. No sooner w ere 
the 25 m en released than  the 
U . S. deputies began p ick in g  up 
W PA wom en w orke rs . F iv e  wo­
m en were a rrested  Wednesday 
and five  m ore T hu rsday  m o rn ­
ing . I t  is  understood th a t in d ic t­
m ents are ou t fo r  a t least s ix  
m ore  women. A ll the wom en 
b u t tw o have ch ild ren  whom

(Continued on Page 3)

A fte r a series o f rapid-fire actions to line up the United States in support o f Anglo- 
French imperialism, President Roosevelt is now confident o f a safe m ajority fo r his war pro­
gram at the special session o f Congress, called for September 21.

H is immediate objective is the lift in g  o f the arms embargo so that England and France 
can purchase munitions and airplanes in this country. For this purpose lie has already clearly 
placed the United States in the camp o f the Allies by pledging m ilitary defense of Canada in 
case it  is attacked. He has sought to create a patriotic hysteria by declaring a “ limited state of 
national emergency,”  thus making the people believe that there is no real alternative but

fAm erica ’s entrance into the 
war.

According to a United 
Press dispatch o f Sept. 14, 
“ The W hite House said today 
that submarine activities and 
the sinking o f the Athenia 
were factors considered by 
President Roosevelt in decid­
ing to call fo r a special session 
o f Congress.”

W ar N otice
S ecre ta ry  o f S tate H u ll has 

n o tifie d  the b e llig e re n t powers 
th a t the governm ent “ reserves 
a ll r ig h ts  o f the  U n ited  States 
and its  na tiona ls  under in te rn a ­
tio n a l la w  and w il l  adopt such 
measures as m a y  seem m ost 
p ra c tic a l and p ruden t when 
those r ig h ts  a re v io la ted  by any 
o f the be llig e re n ts .”

In  these dec la ra tions, as in  
the sharp  p ro tes t o f Anthony 
D re xe l B idd le , A m e rica n  A m ­
bassador to Poland, aga inst 
G erm an bom bing, i t  is  c lea r 
th a t Roosevelt is  de te rm ined  to 
d rive  th is  coun try  in to  w a r 
aga inst G erm any. Y e t the P res­
iden t is  dem anding the l if t in g  
o f the a rm s em bargo as a step 
fo r  “ genuine n e u tra lity .”

W ar Follows Arm s  
As Senator B o rah , leader of 

the iso la tio n is t fo rces in  Con­
gress sta ted  in  h is  speech la s t 
T h u rsd a y :

“ To those who are advocat­
ing  repea l, I  s u b m it th is  ques­
tio n : Is  i t  no t yo u r m a in  p u r­
pose in  securing  repea l to  e n - . 
able us to fu rn ish  a rm s, m u n i­
tions and im p lem en ts  o f w a r in 
one group o f nations and to  
deny them  to  another g roup  o f 
nations, w h ich  groups are now 
in  m o rta l com bat?

“ Is  n o t th is  la y in g  the  founda­
tion  fo r  in te rve n tio n —in  fa c t, is 
i t  no t in te rve n tio n —in  the pres­
ent European w ar?  Is  i t  no t 
you r purpose to  take  sides 
th rough  the a u th o r ity  w h ich  
w il l  be ava ilab le  when the  em ­
bargo la w  is  repea led?”

W hat P rice  Iso la tion ism ?  
W hile  B o rah  and h is  co l­

leagues are aga inst l if t in g  the 
a rm s em bargo— and in  th is  
they  vo ice the opinions o f the 
w orke rs  and fa rm e rs—they are 

(Continued on Page 2)

What secret agreement fo r the partitioning o f Poland 
was arrived at when the H itler-Stalin Pact was signed?

The answer is not yet available to the public, since secret 
diplomacy is just as much a part o f Stalin’s foreign poli­
tics as it is of H itle r’s. But the developments o f the last 
few days indicate that there is far more likelihood that 
such an agreement was made in Moscow than might be 
concluded by the average reader o f the Stalinist press.

The official Kremlin press has suddenly launched a fron­
tal attack upon the imperialist ru ling class o f Poland and 
its oppressive rule over the national minorities in the 
Polish Empire. Up to a few days ago, even a hint to the 
effect that the Polish Colonels and landowners were not a 
model o f democracy, was treated by the same Stalinist 
press as a base Trotskyist slander. Now the Moscow 
Pravda has rediscovered Polish imperialism and oppres­
sion and its columns are fu ll o f reports o f “ Polish attacks 
on the Soviet frontier”  and “ uprisings o f the Polish- 
U kta in ia ti and Polish-Whjtje Russian, masses”  against 
the Polish overlords.

Accompanying this agitation is a tremendous mobiliza­
tion o f Soviet troops along the Polish frontier.

W hy?
Is Stalin preparing to protect the frontiers o f the So­

viet Union from the rapidly eastward marching armies of 
his recently-found ally, H itle r?H as he come to realize that 
H itle r has designs upon Soviet Ukraine and, further east, 
the Urals?

H igh ly doubtful. That H itle r would like to annex the 
Ukraine and the Urals has not been a secret fo r years, and 
anyone who thinks he gave up his ambition fo r these te rri­
tories just because he signed a pact w ith Stalin, is fa r more 
gullible than any human being should be. A t the same time, 
however, H itle r would be a greater fool than his worst 
enemies give him credit fo r being i f  he contemplated mak­
ing an attack upon the Soviet Union righ t now. A  prelim­
inary to such an attack would be an agreement, a settle­
ment o f accounts, w ith France and England on the western 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Bucking the 
W ar Censors

W hile the m a in  thea te r o f events is  s t i l l  in  E urope, the W ar 
Deal is q u ie tly  tig h ten ing  up its  m ili ta ry  and nava l estab lish­
m ents in  the P a c ific , w h ich  is destined to become the m ain  
sphere o f A m erican  w a rtim e  in te rests. The m a in  body o f the 
fle e t is  and has been in  the P a c if ic  fo r  some tim e . Q u ie tly  and 
w ith o u t any fan fa re , the a ir  a rm  is being extended across the 
broad s tre tch  of ocean th a t leads to the m a rke ts  o f C hina. A 
tin y  d ispatch  in  the papers revea ls th a t 14 navy p a tro l bom bers 
fle w  fro m  San D iego to H onolu lu  to rep lace an equal num ber of 
War planes sent to M a n ila , in  the P h ilipp ines , ‘ ‘fo r n e u tra lity  
p a tro l d u ty .”

Ju s t w ha t “ n e u tra lity  p a tro l d u ty ”  is there fo r A m ericans 
in  w aters 6,000 m iles  away?

* * *
The o ther day a N azi subm arine  stopped and searched an 

A m erican  vessel in  European w aters. The newspapers m ade hay 
w ith  the inc iden t, sm earing  i t  in  the now w e a rily  fa m il ia r  b ig 
b lock headlines. B u t when the B r it is h  a c tu a lly  seized a cargo of 
a lleged contraband fro m  an A m e rica n  fre ig h te r, the inc iden t 
was trea ted  as an un fo rtuna te  m a tte r o f course. W hat business 
d id  an A m e rica n  fre ig h te r have anyw ay in  try in g  to take  a load 
o f phosphate to G erm any? T h is  is the issue upon w h ich  Wash­
ing ton  and London a lm ost cam e to blows in  the f i r s t  years .of 
the la s t w a r. B u t Roosevelt is  pu rsu ing  an po licy  o f non-neutra l­
i ty  a t the  w a r ’ s outset fa r  m ore openly than W ilson ever dared 
to profess u n til ju s t before A m erican  en try .

•  *  *

E v e ry  once in  a w h ile  some s tru tt in g  lit t le  brass-buttons 
le ts the c a t s tic k  h is head out of the bag. Gen. H ugh Johnson 
is o f course the cham pion a t th a t b u t one M a j. John C. B urns, 
an o ff ice r o f the W ar D epa rtm en t a ttached to  the depa rtm en t 
p re p a rin g  fo r  in d u s tr ia l m ob iliza tion , doesn’t  do so bad ly  e ithe r. 
Speaking o f the m ob iliza tion  p lans, he to ld  an Associated Press 
re p o rte r th a t they “ w ould  requ ire  a m in im u m  o f reg im en ta tion - 
o r  F asc ism  i f  you w a n t to ca ll i t  th a t.”

ROOSEVELT MOVES 
FOR WAR UNDER 
NEUTRALITY COVER

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
loya l supporters of the  system  
o i c a p ita lis t- im p e ria lis m  fro m  
w h ich  A m e ric a ’s invo lvem en t 
in  the w a r flow s. T h a t is w hy 
they support R oosevelt’s a rm a ­
m en t p rog ram , of course in  the 
nam e o f “ na tiona l defense.”  
T h a t is w hy, fo r exam ple, B o r­
ah in  h is la te s t speech has not 
a w ord  o f c r it ic is m  against 
R oosevelt’s pledge to go to w a r 
in  the event of an a ttack  on 
Canada.

So th a t i f  Roosevelt succeeds 
in  h is p lans to d rag  the U.S. in ­
to the w a r, the iso la tio n is t Con­
gressm en and Senators w il l  
support a ll m easures to prose­
cute the w a r “ fo r  a ra p id  v ic ­
to ry .”

T h a t is w hy the masses in  
th e ir s trugg le  aga inst Roose­
v e lt ’s w a r p rog ram , in  th e ir  op­
position to the l if t in g  o f the 
a rm s em bargo, cannot re ly  on 
the iso la tion is ts  in  Congress. 
They m ust organize th e ir  own 
independent forces to f ig h t the 
p ro -w ar schemes o f the A d m in ­
is tra tio n , and to continue th a t 
s trugg le  u n til they succeed in  
destroy ing  the w ar-breed ing  
system  of ca p ita lism .

(See E d ito r ia l—Page 4)

ATTENTION! NEW 
YORK READERS

The A P P E A L  now appears 
on New Y o rk  C ity  news­
stands on Tuesday, T hu rs ­
day and S aturday. I f  you 
ivant the A P P E A L  p laced on 

j any newsstand n o tify  the 
Business M anager o f the 

i A P P E A L  by m a il.

WPA BUILDING 
STRIKE IN 
THIRD MONTH

Ineffectual Conduct 
Of Strike Weakens 
Morale of Men

B y TO N Y  C H A P M A N
N EW  Y O R K , Sept. 13—B eg in ­

n ing  its  th ird  m onth, the b u ild ­
ing  trades s tr ik e  aga inst the 
abrogation  o f p re v a ilin g  wages 
on W PA is s t i l l  o ff ic ia lly  in  
force in  th is  c ity .

A lthough the B u ild in g  and 
C onstruction T rades Council o f 
G rea te r New Y o rk  has no t ye t 
shown signs o f ca llin g  o ff its  
s t i l l  w idespread stoppage, the 
ine ffec tua l m anner in  w h ich  i t  
has conducted the s tr ike  has a l­
ready begun to shake the  m o r­
ale o f g row ing  num bers o f 
s tr ike rs .

U nion p icke tin g  a t N o rth  
Beach A irp o rt, ch ie f p ro je c t is 
sca tte red  and sporad ic.

Depended on Roosevelt
T h a t the s tr ik e  is beginning 

to pe ter ou t can be ascribed to 
the union leadersh ip ’s m a in  
s tra tegy  o f re ly in g  on P res ident 
Roosevelt to  ac t in  beha lf o f the 
sk illed  w orkers.

The heavy ex ten t to w h ich  
the union p laced its  tru s t and 
fa ith  in  the good o ffices o f P res­
iden t Roosevelt is  ind ica ted  by 
th is  inside s to ry :

P res iden t’s E m p ty  P rom ise
P r io r  to his cru ise in  Canad­

ian  w aters aboard the U.S.S. 
Tuscaloosa, the P res ident dock­
ed in  N ew Y o rk  fo r  a b rie f, 
ove rn igh t s tay. On A ugust 12, a 
com m ittee  composed o f R epre ­
sentative Jam es H . F a y , M ayo r 
LaG ua rd ia  and George M eany, 
P res ident of the State Federa ­
tion o f Labo r, w ent aboard ship 
fo r a conference. A fte r o u tlin ­
ing  the union proposal fo r  a 
qu ick  ru lin g  under section 15B 
of the W oodrum  R e lie f A c t fa v ­
o rin g  the res to ra tion  o f the p re ­
v a ilin g  wage on p ro jects  begun 
before J u ly  1, the com m ittee  re ­
ceived the personal assurance 
of the P res iden t th a t A tto rney  
G enera l M u rphy  w ould act 
“ w ith in  the n e x t few  days.”

Depending on the p res iden t’s 
p rom ise, the unions ceased to 
push the s tr ike .

F u lly  one m onth has passed 
w ith o u t a w ord  fro m  e ithe r 
M u rphy  o r the P res ident. Since

Food Profiteering Is 
H int o f Days to Come

Prices Rising Everywhere in America De­
spite the Fact That Warehouses Are Full

By B . J. W ID IC K
An om in ious b in t of days to come in  A m e rica  was fu rn ished 

in  the past few  weeks by the food p ro fite e rin g  ra cke t w hich 
sw ept the  coun try .

In  m any c itie s  sugar could no t be purchased o r else i t  was 
ava ilab le  in  such sm a ll quan tities  th a t they w ere neg lig ib le .

“ I ’m  so rry  b u t w e ’re  ou t o f *
s u g a r,”  was the g ro ce r’s re p ly  
to a housew ife ’s dem and fo r  a 
pound. And i f  she d id  succeed 
in  ge tting  a pound, the p rice  
was increased p len ty .

Same E ve ryw here
One b ig  in d u s tr ia l center was 

“ out of s u g a r"  fo r  tw o days. 
In  another c ity  we v is ited , the 
restauran ts  on ly  a few  days ago 
served you tw o lum ps o f sugar. 
None was ava ilab le  a t the ta ­
bles.

I t  seemed fa n ta s tic  to have 
housewives te ll us th a t they 
cou ldn ’t  buy f lo u r  a t some of 
the b ig  stores!

Th is  same th in g  happened ev­
e ryw here  in  A m e rica . A ll  food 
prices rose. And they s t i l l  are 
going up, despite the fine  ta lk
of threats asrainst the nrofi-
eers.

Warehouses F u ll
Y e t there isn ’t  any shortage 

of sugar, o r flo u r  o r o ther food.

tha t date, the P res ident has not 
been ava ilab le  fo r  com m ent. 
F a r fro m  issu ing  a ru lin g  in  
support o f the p re va ilin g  wage, 
A tto rn e y  G enera l M u rphy  has 
been busy prosecuting the M in ­
neapolis W PA s tr ike rs .

H av ing  had one m onth to ap­
pra ise  the personal w ord  o f the 
P res iden t h im se lf, the fee ling  
in  union c irc les , as expressed to 
th is  w r ite r , is th a t “ Roosevelt 
was not s incere when he gave 
us h is personal assurance.”  

“ N a tiona l U n ity ”  L ine
B u t th a t re a liza tion  does not 

m ean th a t the union leaders 
w il l  press the f ig h t fo r  the p re ­
v a ilin g  wage a t the specia l ses­
sion o f Congress. P resident 
R oosevelt’s dem and th a t Con­
gress occupy its e lf w ith  no th ing 
bu t h is p ro -w ar proposals is be­
ing  acceded to by the A F L  o ff i­
c ia ls  in  the nam e of “ na tiona l 
u n ity ."  Here is an e a rly  exam ­
ple o f the w ay in  w h ich  they 
w il l  sa c rifice  la b o r ’s needs and 
demands to the demands o f the 
w a r m achine.

The warehouses are fu l l .  The 
governm ent is  s t i l l  pay ing  fa r  
m ers m illio n s  o f do lla rs  to des­
tro y  crops or to fa i l  to  produce 
them .

The rise  in  p rices was a de lib ­
erate , cheap, ch ise ling  move 
sponsored m a in ly  by la rge  com ­
panies to take  advantage o f the 
wave o f w o rry  th a t fo llow ed the 
dec la ra tion  o f w a r in  Europe.

Scandals su rround ing  the rise 
in  food prices were so sm e lly  
th a t w ide-spread protests qu ick ­
ly  arose. And M r. F ra n k  M u r 
phy, a tto rney genera l o f the  U.- 
S .A., took a few  m inutes tim é  
out fro m  try in g  to fra m e  the 
M inneapo lis  w o rke rs  to issue a 
b las t aga inst food p ro fite e ring .

O f course, he ’s too busy t r y ­
ing  to b reak the s p ir it  o f the 
M inneapolis w o rke rs  to go a fte r 
the w a r p ro fitee rs .

The labo r m ovem ent respond­
ed im m e d ia te ly  to the new pres 
sure aga inst its  a lready  poor 
l iv in g  standards. The U n ited  
T e x tile  W orkers, the A kron  C.- 
I.O . council, and num erous oth 
er labor bodies are dem anding 
a federa l inves tiga tion  of food 
prices.

L iv in g  Standards Low ered
In  the b r ie f space o f tw o 

weeks the liv in g  standards of 
the A m erican  people were re 
duced between 10 to 20 per cent 
because o f the rise  in  prices.

The W PA w orkers  took anoth 
er cu t because the groceries 
b ills  are ge tting  h igher fo r  the 
same am ount o f food they m ust 
purchase . . . and i t  was tough 
going before.

The squeeze p lay  is on. W ar 
preparations m ean the con tin ­
ued sub juga tion  o f the union 
m ovem ent. No s tr ike s  fo r  h ig h ­
er wages, i f  the bosses have 
th e ir w ay. And a t the same 
tim e , the r is in g  p rices cu t down 
the am ount the w orke rs  can 
buy.

The f ir s t  a c t in  the tragedy of 
w a r has begun. The food p ro f it­
eering  was a so rt o f “ dress re 
h ea rsa l.”

RANKS DEFEND 
UNION FROM 
THUG ASSAULT

Gangsters Threaten 
A.F.L. Furniture Un­
ion Organizer

N EW  Y O R K —D eterm ined  to 
p ro te c t his union fro m  gangster 
ra ids  and phys ica l destruction  
by a c lique of ru th less S ta lin is ts  
in  con tro l o f a r iv a l C IO union, 
Joe K ita in , o rgan ize r of Bed­
d ing and M a ttress Lo ca l 350 o f 
the A F L , lives  under a constant 
th re a t o f vio lence.

D u rin g  the past th ree  weeks, 
the S ta lin is t leaders o f the r iv a l 
C IO un ion have conducted a v i­
cious cam paign o f phys ica l in ­
tim id a tio n  aga inst m em bers o f 
the A F L  loca l.

W orkers have been seized 
a fte r w o rk  and severe ly beaten 
and kn ifed .

Charges A ssau lt P lo t
Despite the fa c t th a t Sol K i ­

ta in , the C.P. C om m issar, is  a 
b ro the r of Joe K ita in , o rgan izer 
of the A F L  loca l, the fo rm e r is 
known to have o ffe red  a rew a rd  
fo r  his b ro th e r’s h ide, accord­
ing  to a sw orn sta tem en t by Sol 
J. S triano, a m em ber o f A F L  
Loca l 350.

S triano  tes tifies  th a t on Aug­
us t 30, a t about 4 P .M ., he was 
ca lled ou t o f h is  shop a t 297 
P ow e ll S tree t in  B ro o k lyn  by 
Sol K ita in , who sa id :

“ T on igh t I  w an t you to b rin g  
m y  b ro the r to union headquar­
ters. We w an t to knock the . . . 
ou t o f h im . I ’l l  g ive you tw o 
hundred d o lla rs .”

S triano rep lied , “ I  don ’t  use 
th a t k in d  o f m oney.”

M em bers F e a r R eprisa ls
M em bers o f the CIO union, 

who are appalled a t the gangs­
te r tac tics  o f A le x  S iro ta  and 
Sol K ita in , are unable to ex­
press them selves fo r  fe a r o f re ­
p risa ls  by the S ta lin is t c lique.

M eanw hile , m em bers o f the 
A F L  Loca l who have been as­
saulted and kn ifed  are p re p a r­
ing  lega l action  aga inst ce rta in  
of the S ta lin is t gangsters who 
have been taken in to  custody by 
the police.

Despite the phys ica l assaults, 
Loca l 350 has closed ranks to 
p ro tec t the union and f ig h t o ff 
fu r th e r ra ids  aga inst its  m em ­
bership.

Independence of the Ukraine and Sectarian Muddleheads
— — ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------By Leon Trotsky -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Continued fro m  la s t issue)
M y  sta tem en t to the e ffec t 

th a t w orkers  and peasants of 
W estern U k ra in e  (Poland) do 
not w an t to  jo in  the Soviet U n ­
ion, as i t  is  now constitu ted , and 
th a t th is  fa c t is  an add itiona l 
a rgum ent in  fa v o r o f an inde­
pendent U k ra in e  is p a rr ie d  by 
ou r sage w ith  the assertion th a t 
even i f  they desired, they could 
not jo in  the Sovie t U nion be­
cause they cou ld  do so on ly 
“ a fte r the p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu ­
tion  in  W estern U k ra in e ”  (ob­
v ious ly , P o land). In  o ther 
w ords: Today the separa tion  of 
the U k ra in e  is  im possib le , and 
a fte r the revo lu tion  tr iu m p h s , i t  
w ould  be re a c tio n a ry . An o ld  
and fa m il ia r  re fra in ! L u xe m ­
bu rg , B u kh a rin , P ia takov  and 
m any others used th is  ve ry  
same a rgum en t aga inst the p ro ­
g ra m  of na tiona l se lf-de te rm in ­
a tion : U nder ca p ita lism  i t  is 
u top ian ; under soc ia lism , reac­
tio n a ry . The a rgum en t is  fa lse 
to  the core because i t  ignores 
the epoch o f the socia l revo lu ­
tion  and its  tasks. To be sure, 
under the dom ina tion  o f im p e r­
ia lis m  a genuine stable and re l i­
able independence of the sm a ll 
and in te rm ed ia te  nations is im - 
pdssible. I t  is  equa lly  tru e  th a t 
under fu l ly  developed socia lism , 
th a t is to say, w ith  the progres­
sive w ith e rin g  aw ay o f the 
state, the question o f na tiona l 
boundaries w il l  fa l l  aw ay. B u t 
between these tw o m om ents— 
the present day and com plete 
soc ia lism —intervene those dec­
ades in  the course o f w h ich  we 
are p re p a rin g  to rea lize  our p ro ­
g ra m . The slogan o f independ­
en t Sovie t U k ra in e  is o f p a ra ­
m oun t im portance  fo r  m o b iliz ­
in g  the  masses and fo r  educat­
in g  them  in  the tra n s it io n a l pe r­
iod.

W hat the S ectarian  Ignores
The sec ta rian  s im p ly  ignores 

the fa c t th a t the na tiona l s tru g ­
gle, one o f the m ost la b y r in ­
th ine and com plex b u t a t the 
same tim e  e x tre m e ly  im p o rta n t 
fo rm s  o f the class strugg le , 
cannot be suspended by bare 
references to  the fu tu re  w o rld  
revo lu tion . W ith  th e ir  eyes tu rn ­
ed aw ay fro m  the USSR, and 
fa il in g  to rece ive support and 
leadersh ip  fro m  the in te rn a tio n ­
al p ro le ta r ia t, the pe tty-bourge­

ois and even w o rk ing  - class 
masses of W estern U kra ine  are 
fa ll in g  v ic tim s  to re ac tiona ry  
dem agogy. S im ila r processes 
are undoubtedly also ta k in g  
place in  the Sovie t U kra ine , on­
ly  i t  is m ore d if f ic u lt  to la y  
them  bare. The slogan o f inde­
pendent U kra ine  advanced in 
tim e  by the p ro le ta r ia n  van ­
guard  w il l  lead to ,th e  unavo id­
able s tra tif ic a tio n  o f the pe tty  
bourgeoisie and rende r i t  easier 
fo r its  low er tie rs  to a lly  th e m ­
selves w ith  the p ro le ta r ia t. On­
ly  thus is i t  possible to  prepare  
the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion .

How C lear the Road 
“ I f  the w orkers  c a rry  th rough 

a successful revo lu tion  in  West­
e rn  U kra ine . . . .”  persists our 
au thor, “ should our s tra tegy  
then be to dem and th a t the Sov­
ie t U kra in e  separate and jo in  
its  w estern section? Jus t the op­
pos ite .”  Th is  assertion p lum bs 
to the bo ttom  the depth o f “ our 
s tra te g y .”  A ga in  we hear the 
same m e lody: “ I f  the w orkers 
c a rry  th rough. . . .”  The sec­
ta r ia n  is sa tis fied  w ith  log ica l 
deduction fro m  a v ic to rious  
revo lu tion  supposedly a lready 
achieved. B u t fo r  a revo lu tion ­
is t the nub o f the question lies 
prec ise ly  in  how to c le a r a road 
to the revo lu tion , how to render 
an approach to revo lu tion  eas­
ie r fo r  the masses, how to  d raw  
the revo lu tion  closer, how to as­
sure its  tr iu m p h . “ I f  the w o rk ­
ers c a rry  th rough . . . . ”  a v ic ­
to rious revo lu tion , eve ry th ing  
w il l  o f course be fine . B u t ju s t 
now there  is no v ic to rious  revo ­
lu tion , instead there is  v ic to r i-

JUDAS GOAT
“ I  th in k  th a t now  is  the 

tim e  fo r  a ll good A m ericans 
to back F ra n k lin  Roosevelt 
in h is e ffo rts  fo r  peace a t 
home and abroad. A nd I  
th in k  we should . . . say fo r  
w ha t he has done and fo r 
w ha t he proposes to do: 
‘Thank you v e ry  m uch, M r. 
R oosevelt.’ ”

—Heywood B roun , p res i­
dent of the A m e rica n  News­
paper G u ild , in  h is d a ily  co l­
um n, “ I t  Seems to M e .”  
(N . Y . W orld -Te legram , 
Sept. 4, 1939)

ous reaction . To fin d  the bridge 
fro m  reaction  to revo lu tion— 
th a t is the task. Th is  is  the  im ­
p o rt, by the w ay, o f ou r en tire  
p ro g ra m  o f tra n s it io n a l de­
m ands (The D eath Agony o f 
C ap ita lism  and the Tasks o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l) . S m a ll 
wonder th a t the sectarians o f 
a ll shadings fa i l  to understand 
its  m eaning. They operate by 
means o f abstractions—an ab­
s tra c tio n  o f im p e ria lis m  and an 
abstraction  o f the soc ia lis t re v ­
o lu tion. The question o f the 
tra n s itio n  fro m  re a l im p e ria l­
ism  to re a l revo lu tion ; the ques­
tion  o f how to m ob ilize  the 
masses in  the g iven h is to rica l 
s itua tion  fo r the conquest of 
power rem a ins fo r these s te rile  
w iseacres a book sealed w ith  
seven seals.

S uperfic ia l Reasoning 
P ilin g  one d ire  accusation in ­

d is c rim in a te ly  on top o f anoth­
er, our c r it ic  declares th a t the 
slogan o f independent U kra ine  
serves the in te rests  o f the im ­
p e ria lis ts  ( ! )  and the S ta lin is ts  
( ! ! )  because i t  “ com p le te ly  ne­
gates the position o f the defense 
oi the Sovie t U n ion .”  I t  is  im ­
possible to understand ju s t w hy 
the “ in te rests  o f the S ta lin is ts ”  
are dragged in . B u t le t us con­
fine  ourselves to the question of 
the defense o f the USSR. Th is  
defense could be menaced by 
an independent U k ra in e  on ly  i f  
the la tte r  were hostile  no t on ly 
to the bureaucracy  b u t also to 
the USSR. H ow ever, g iven such 
a prem ise (obviously fa lse) how 
can a soc ia lis t dem and th a t a 
hostile  U kra in e  be re ta ined  
w ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f the 
USSR? O r does the question in ­
volve on ly  the period  o f the na­
tio n a l revo lu tion?  Y e t our c r i­
t ic  appa ren tly  recognizes the 
in e v ita b il ity  o f a p o lit ic a l revo­
lu tio n  aga inst the B o n a p a rtis t 
bureaucracy. M eanw hile  th is  
revo lu tion , like  every  revo lu ­
tion , w il l  undoubted ly p resent a 
ce rta in  danger fro m  the stand­
po in t o f defense. W hat to do? 
H ad our c r it ic  re a lly  thought 
out the p rob lem , he w ould  have 
rep lied  th a t such a danger is an 
inescapable h i s t o r i c a l  r is k  
w h ich  cannot be evaded, fo r  un­
der the ru le  of the B onapa rtis t 
bu reaucracy the USSR is doom­
ed. The ve ry  same reasoning

equa lly  and w ho lly  applies to 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  na tiona l up­
ris in g  w h ich  represents no th ing 
else bu t a s ingle segm ent o f the 
p o lit ic a l revo lu tion .

Independence and the P lan
I t  is no tew orthy th a t the m ost 

serious a rgum en t aga inst inde­
pendence does not even enter 
the m ind  o f ou r c r it ic .  The econ­
om y o f Sovie t U k ra in e  enters 
in te g ra lly  in to  th is  p lan . The 
separation o f the U kra in e  
th rea tens to b reak down the 
p lan and to low er the p roduc­
tive  forces. B u t th is  a rgum ent, 
too, is  not decis ive. A n  econom­
ic  p lan is no t the ho ly  o f holies. 
I f  na tiona l sections w ith in  the 
Federa tion , despite the un ified  
p lan, are p u llin g  in  opposite d i­
rection , i t  means th a t the p lan 
does no t sa tis fy  them . A p lan  is 
the hand iw ork  o f men. I t  can be 
reconstructed  in  accordance 
w ith  new boundaries. In  so fa r  
as the p lan is advantageous fo r 
the U kra in e  she w il l  he rse lf de­
s ire  and know how to reach the 
necessary econom ic agreem ent 
w ith  the Soviet U nion, ju s t as 
she w il l  be able to conclude the 
necessary m ili ta r y  a lliance.

M oreover, i t  is  im perm issab le  
to fo rg e t th a t the p lunde r and 
a rb itra ry  ru le  o f the bureauc­
ra cy  constitu te  an im p o rta n t in ­
te g ra l p a rt o f the c u rre n t eco­
nom ic p lan, and exact a heavy 
to ll fro m  the U k ra in e . The p lan 
m ust be d ra s tic a lly  rev ised f ir s t  
and fo rem ost fro m  th is  stand­
po in t. The ou tlived  ru lin g  caste 
is s ys te m a tica lly  destroy ing  the 
c o u n try ’s econom y, the a rm y  
and its  c u ltu re ; i t  is  a n n ih ila t­
ing  the flo w e r o f the popula tion 
and p repa ring  the ground fo r  a 
catastrophe. The heritage  o f the 
revo lu tion  can be saved on ly  by 
an ove rtu rn . The bo lder and 
m ore resolute is the p o licy  of 
the p ro le ta r ia n  vanguard  on the 
na tiona l question among others, 
a ll the m ore successful w il l  be 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  ove rtu rn , a ll 
the low er its  overhead ex­
penses.

The C r it ic ’s Id e a l V a r ia n t
The slogan o f independent 

U kra ine  does no t s ig n ify  th a t 
the U kra in e  w il l  re m a in  fo reve r 
iso lated, b u t on ly th is , th a t she 
w il l  aga in  de te rm ine  herse lf 
and o f he r own free  w il l  the 
question o f he r in te r-re la tions

w ith  o the r sections o f the Soviet 
U nion and her w estern ne igh­
bors. L e t us take  an idea l v a r ­
ia n t m ost favo rab le  fo r  ou r c r i ­
tic . The revo lu tion  occurs s i­
m u ltaneously in  a ll pa rts  o f the 
Soviet U nion. The bu reaucra tic  
octopus is s trang led  and swept 
aside. The C onstituent Congress 
o f the Soviets is on the o rde r of 
the day. The U kra in e  expresses 
a desire to de te rm ine  anew he r 
re la tions w ith  the USSR. Even 
our c r it ic ,  le t us hope, w il l  be 
ready to extend her th is  r ig h t. 
B u t in  o rde r fre e ly  to de term ine 
her re la tions w ith  o ther Soviet 
repub lics, in  o rde r to  possess 
the r ig h t o f saying  yes o r no, the 
U kra ine  m ust re tu rn  to he rse lf 
the com plete freedom  o f action, 
a t least fo r  the d u ra tion  o f th is  
C onstituent period. There is no 
other nam e fo r  th is  than state 
independence. Now le t us fu r ­
th e r suppose th a t the revo lu tion  
s im u ltaneous ly  em braces also 
Poland, R oum ania and H un­
ga ry . A ll sections of the  U k ra in ­
ian  people become free  and en­
te r in to  negotia tions' to jo in  the 
Soviet U kra ine . A t the same 
tim e  they a ll express the desire 
to have th e ir  say on the ques­
tion  o f the in te r-re la tio n s  be­
tween u n ified  U kra in e  and the 
Soviet U nion, w ith  Soviet P o l­
and, etc. I t  is se lf-ev ident th a t 
to decide a ll these questions i t  
w il l  be necessary to convene the 
C onstituent Congress o f U n ifie d  
U kra ine . B u t a "C o n s titu e n t”  
Congress s ign ifies  no th ing  else 
bu t the Congress o f an inde­
pendent sta te  w h ich  prepares 
anew to de te rm ine  its  own do­
m estic  reg im e as w e ll as its  
in te rn a tio n a l position.

The Road to U n ity  
There is every  reason to  as­

sume th a t in  the event o f the 
tr iu m p h  o f the w o rld  revo lu tion  
the tendencies tow ards u n ity  
w il l  im m e d ia te ly  acqu ire  enor­
mous fo rce , and th a t a ll Soviet 
repub lics w il l  f in d  the su itab le  
fo rm s  o f ties and co llabora tion . 
T h is  goal w il l  be achieved on ly  
p rov ided  the o ld and com pul­
so ry  ties, and in  consequence 
old boundaries are com p le te ly  
destroyed; on ly p rov ided  each 
of the co n trac ting  pa rties  is 
c o m p l e t e l y  independent. To 
speed and fa c ilita te  th is  p ro ­
cess, to m ake possible a genu­

ine brotherhood o f the peoples 
in  the fu tu re , the advanced 
w orkers  o f G rea t Russia m ust 
even now understand the caus­
es fo r  U k ra in ia n  separa tism , as 
w e ll as the la te n t pow er and a 
h is to rica l law fu lness behind i t ,  
and they m us t w ith o u t any res­
erva tions declare to the U k ra in ­
ian  people th a t they are ready 
to support w ith  a ll th e ir  m ig h t 
the slogan o f independent Sovi­
e t U kra in e  in  a jo in t  s trugg le  
aga inst the au toc ra tic  bureauc-| 
ra cy  and aga inst im p e ria lis m . I 

The petty-bourgeois U k ra in ­
ia n  na tiona lis ts  consider co r­
re c t the slogan o f independent 
U kra ine . B u t they ob jec t to the 
co rre la tio n  o f th is  slogan w ith  
the p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion . They 
w an t an independent dem ocra t­
ic  U kra ine  and not a Soviet 
U kra ine . I t  is unnecessary to 
enter here in to  a deta iled  ana l­
ysis o f th is  question, because i t  
touches not U kra in e  alone b u t 
ra th e r the general eva lua tion  o f 
our epoch, w h ich  we have ana­
lyzed m any tim es. We sha ll o u t­
line  on ly  the m ost im p o rta n t 
aspects. D em ocracy is degener­
a ting  and pe rish ing  even in  its  
m e tropo litan  centers. O n ly the 
w ea lth ies t co lon ia l em pires o r 
bourgeois countries especia lly  
p r iv ile g e d  are s t i l l  able to 
m a in ta in  nowadays a reg im e  of 
dem ocracy, and even there  i t  is 
obviously on the down-grade. 
•There is no t the s ligh tes t basis 
fo r  hoping th a t the com para ­
tiv e ly  im poverished  and back­
w ard  U kra in e  w il l  be able to 
estab lish and m a in ta in  a re ­
g im e of dem ocracy. Indeed the 
v e ry  independence o f the U k ­
ra ine  w ould no t be long-lived  in  
an im p e r ia lis t environm ent. 
The exam ple o f Czecho-Slovak- 
ia  is eloquent enough. As long 
as the laws o f im p e ria lis m  p re ­
v a il, the fa te  o f sm a ll and in ­
te rm ed ia te  nations w il l  rem a in  
unstable and un re liab le . Im p e r­
ia lism  can be ove rth row n  on ly  
by the p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion . 
The m a in  section o f the U k ra in ­
ia n  na tion  is  represented by 
present-day Soviet U kra ine . A 
pow erfu l and p u re ly  U k ra in ia n  
p ro le ta r ia t has been created 
there by the developm ent o f in ­
dus try . I t  is  they who are des­
tined  to be the leaders o f the 
U k ra in ia n  people in  a ll th e ir

WORKERS’  FORUM
IS  T H E R E  A  DOCTOR 

IN  T H E  HOUSE?
E d ito r :

I  am  a re g u la r reader o f the 
D a ily  W orker. F o r the past few  
weeks I  seem to have gone in to  
a decline. I  have a lready  w r i t ­
ten severa l le tte rs  to the W ork­
e r ’s “ H ow Do You F e e l? ”  de­
pa rtm en t, w h ich  is supposed to 
g ive ou t m ed ica l advice to read­
ers. In  these notes, I  have fu l ly  
described m y  sym ptom s: b lack 
spots before the eyes, especial­
ly  a fte r read ing  the D a ily  W ork­
e r, accom panied by pronounced 
dizziness and ro a r in g  in  the 
ears. I  am  also sub ject to v io ­
len t a ttacks of nausea. These 
sym ptom s began on the day the 
H itle r-S ta lin  P a c t was announc­
ed, and have been ge tting  
s tead ily  worse.

A ll th is  I  fu l ly  described to 
the ed ito r o f the "H o w  Do You 
F ee l? ”  co lum n, b u t so fa r  I  
have no t had any re p ly . M y 
cond ition  is ge tting  desperate. 
Perhaps you can help me.

W orried  W orker

M IN N E A P O L IS  W PA 
PRISO N ER S ASK F U L L E R  
R EPO R TS IN  A P P E A L
E d ito r :

We are two o f the arrested  
W PA s tr ik e rs  and have been 
readers o f the Appeal fo r  a long
tim e .

We fin d  i t  v e ry  d if f ic u lt  to 
understand w hy the Appeal up 
to the present date has no t c a r­
rie d  any m a te ria l (w ith  the ex­
ception o f an e d ito r ia l rep rin te d  
fro m  the N orthw est O rg a n ize d  
on the a rrests  o f about 50 W PA 
w orkers  by the F ede ra l govern­
m ent on the phony charge of 
p reven ting  w orke rs  fro m  ge t­
tin g  re lie f.

The a rrests  represent a de­
libe ra te  a tte m p t by the Roose-

N O TIC E  TO A L L  
N E W  Y O R K  Y IP S E LS  

The In te rn a tio n a l Y ou th  Day 
H ike  scheduled fo r  Sunday, 
Sept. 17th, has been ca lled  o ff 
in  o rde r to have the League 
p a rtic ip a te  in  the co llec tion  of 
s ignatures fo r  the e lection. 
Y ipse ls should re p o rt to  M an­
hattan  &  B ronx  headquarters 
a ll day Sunday to be assigned 
w ork.

v e lt a d m in is tra tio n  to th ro w  
fe a r in to  the hearts  o f the w o rk ­
ers here. The m agn ificen t, re ­
sponse by the en tire  labo r 
m ovem ent here has a lready  re ; 
su ited in  the b a il be ing cu t ffb m  
n e a rly  a q u a rte r m ill io n  do lla rs  
to less than $100,000.

The fa c t th a t W illia m  Green 
has issued a sharp  s ta tem ent 
condem ning the a rres ts  and ex­
o rb ita n t b a il o f these innocent 
and penniless w o rke rs  shows 
th a t a t leas t he recognizes the 
th re a t th a t th is  is to the labo r 
m ovem ent. The com plete  ab­
sence o f any s to ry  by the A p ­
peal, the re fo re , is a ll the m ore 
su rp ris ing .

F ra te rn a lly  yours, 
Two W PA S trike rs

Sept. 9, 1939 
Hennepin County J a il 

* * #
(On J u ly  25 the Appeal da- 

voted its  m a in  headlines and 
h a lf the fro n t page to ca llin g  
upon the la b o r m ovem ent to de­
fend the M inneapo lis  W PA 
w orkers aga inst the im pend ing  
fram e-up , w h ich  was a lready  
ind ica ted  by A tto rn e y  G eneral 
M u rp h y ’s p repa ra tions. T $ e  
m a in  headlines o f o u r J u ly  28, 
A ugust 4 and 8 issues were de­
voted to the M inneapo lis  s tr ike . 
The a rrests  were dea lt w ith  in  
an e d ito r ia l in  the A ugust 25 is ­
sue, both  an e d ito r ia l and a long 
news s to ry  in  the A ugust 29 is ­
sue; a fro n t page s to ry  in  the 
Septem ber 9 issue and a fro n t 
page s to ry  and e d ito r ia l in  the 
Septem ber 13 issue.

B u t even so we re g re t no t 
hav ing  c a rr ie d  fu l le r  coverage 
o f the a rres ts , fo r  A tto rn e y  
G enera l M u rp h y ’s in d ic tm e n t 
o f 103 W PA s tr ik e rs  in  M inne ­
apolis is undoubted ly a th re a t 
to the en tire  la b o r m ovem ent, 
fo r  i f  the governm ent gets aw ay 
w ith  th is , i t  w il l  es tab lish a no­
s tr ik e  precedent aga inst a ll 
w orkers  in  governm ent depa rt­
m ents o r p ub lic  w orks o r w o rk  
contracted  fo r  by  the govern­
m en t o f any k ind .

We are asking  o u r M inneapo­
lis  correspondents to p rovide  
adequate m a te r ia l to  arouse the 
la b o r m ovem ent to the neces­
s ity  of ra lly in g  to the defense of 
the M inneapo lis  p risoners—E d i­
to rs ).

Workers of New York! Buy Your Socialist 
Appeal at the Following Newsstands

M A N H A T T A N

C h e rry  &  K a th e r in e  Sts., M onroe  & 
M adison Sts.— K - K  S ta tio n e ry  Store. 
N e a r K n icke rb o cke r V illa g e  —  V il-  
la rd 's  G enera l S tore. Essex &  De- 
lancey S ts.— S.E. H ous ton  &  C lin ton . 
Meisel Bookshop— G rand &  A tto rn e y  
Sts. C lin to n  &  E . B ’w ay. 5 th SL & 
Ave. B — N .W . 9 th  SL &  Ave. D —  
C andy Store. 2nd Ave. &  2nd SL—  
N .W . 2nd A ve. &  4 th  St. 17 F ir s t  
Ave. 2nd Ave. &  9 th  SL (S tu yve sa n t 
C as ino ). Ave. B  &  10th SL —  N .E . 
2nd A ve. &  12th SL (n e a r C afe R o y ­
a l) .  W a v e r ly  P I. &  B ’w ay . —  N .W . 
B iederm an 's— 184 Second A ve. U n lv . 
PI. &  12th S t.— N .E . 14th SL &  U n lv . 
PI.— S.E. 14th SL &  B ’w a y .— S.E. 
14th SL. &  4 th  A ve.— S.W . 14th SL &  
4 th  A ve.— N .E . 14th SL &  4 th  A ve .—  
1st S tand S.E. 14th SL A  4th  A v a —  
2nd S tand S.E. 14th SL &  3rd  A ve.—  
S.W. 14th SL &  8 rd  A ve.— N .W . 14th 
SL opp. Je ffe rson  Th eatre . 14th SL A  
2nd Ave. — N .W . 13th SL A  A ve. A . 
14th SL &  8th Ave. —  N . E. 23rd SL 

&  7 th  A ve.— N .W . &  SL &  6 th  Ave. 
— N .E . 42nd St. &  5 th  A ve.— S.W. 
36th SL &  7 th  A ve.— N .E . 38th SL & 
6 th  Ave. 38th SL &  8th Ave. 88 th  SL 
&  7 th  A ve.— N .W . &  S.W . B 'w a y . &  
38th SL— N .E . 131 W . 33rd SL— R m . 
704. 75 G reenw ich  Ave. 8 th SL &  6th 
A ve.— N .E .51 U n lv . PI. R and  B ook 
S tore— 7 E. 15th SL 23rd SL &  4th 
Ave. —  S.W . 14th S.W. 42nd opp. 
S te rn ’s— South side. 42nd SL &  6th

I A ve.— S.E. &  S.W . 42nd SL &  7th 
A ve.— S.W . 64th SL &  66th SL &  
B ’w ay. —  C andy Store. 66th SL &  
B 'w a y . 72nd SL &  B 'w a y . 93rd S t  &  
C olum bus Ave. 96th SL &  C ent’l. Pk. 
W est. 110th St. &  C olum bus Ave;—  
N .E . 181st St. &  SL N ich o la s  Ave. 
157th SL &  B ’w ay— N .W . 145th SL 
&  SL N icho la s  Ave. (W ig e rso n ’s ) . 
M ad ison  Ave. &  90th SL— N .W .: 
.C andy Store, cor. 103 SL &  B ’w ay. 
B R O N X

Long-wood A ve. &  S outhern B ou le ­
va rd — S.W. 171st SL &  F u lto n  Ave. 
S.W. 170th SL &  Jerom e A ve.— S-E, 
167th SL &  Jerom e A ve. Jerom e &  
B u rn s id e  Ave. 161st SL &  P rospect 
Ave. F reem an SL &  S outhern  B lvd . 
174th SL &  B oston Road. K it ig s -  
bridgre Rd. &  Jerom e Ave. E a s t 1fe -  
sho lu  S ubw ay S ta tion . 3897 Sedgw ick 
Ave. M ce lla n  &  G rand Concourse—  
S.E.
B R O O K L Y N

4th  SL S u tte r cor. V an  Senders«». 
R ockaw a y cor. P itk in  Ave. (75 S u tte r 
Ave. B a y  P a rk w a y  &  S6th SL Ave. 
O &  66th St. B rfg n to n  Boacfc Ave. 

&  5 th SL 50th SL &  N ew  U tre d h t 
Ave. 1510 K in g s  H ig h w a y . M a cD fl* - 
a ld  &  D itm a rs  Ave. 9 th A ve. &  4<Jtt.

Q U E E N S
3023 G ra nd  Ave. 31-10 B roa dw ay.

fu tu re  s trugg les. The U k ra in ia n  
p ro le ta r ia t wishes to fre e  its e lf 
fro m  the clutches o f the b u r­
eaucracy. The slogan o f dem o­
c ra t ic  U kra in e  is h is to r ic a lly  
belated. The on ly  th in g  i t  is  
good fo r  is  perhaps to console 
bourgeois in te lle c tua ls . I t  w il l  
not un ite  the masses. And w ith ­
ou t the masses, the em ancipa­
tion  and u n ifica tio n  o f the 
U kra ine  is  im possib le .

The Charge o f C entrism
O ur severe c r i t ic  flin g s  a t us 

the te rm  “ C e n trism ”  a t eve ry  
oppo rtun ity . A ccord ing  to h im  
the en tire  a rt ic le  was w ritte n  
so as to . expose the g la rin g  ex­
am ple of ou r “ C e n trism .”  B u t 
he does no t m ake even a s ingle 
a tte m p t to dem onstra te  w here­
in  p rec ise ly  consists the “ Cen­
tr is m ”  o f the slogan o f indepen­
dent Soviet U k ra in e . A ssured ly, 
th a t is  no easy task. C en trism  
is the name app lied  to  th a t po l­
ic y  w h ich  is oppo rtun is t in  sub­
stance and w h ich  seeks to ap­
pear as re vo lu tio n a ry  in  fo rm . 
O pportun ism  consists in  a pas­
sive adap ta tion  to the ru lin g  
class and its  reg im e , to  th a t 
w hich a lready  exists, inc lud ing , 
of course, the sta te  boundaries. 
C en trism  shares com p le te ly  th is  
fundam en ta l t r a i t  o f opportun­
ism  b u t in  adap ting  its e lf to the 
d issa tis fied  w orke rs , ce n tr ism  
ve ils  i t  by  paeans o f ra d ic a l 
com m entaries. I f  we proceed 
fro m  th is  s c ie n tific  de fin ition , 
i t  w il l  appear th a t the  position 
of ou r hapless c r i t ic  is  in  p a r t 
and in  whole ce n tr is t. He takes 
as a s ta r tin g  p o in t the spec ific  
(acc iden ta l — fro m  the  s tand­

po in t o f ra tio n a l and revo lu tion ­
a ry  po lit ics ) boundaries w hieh 
cu t nations in to  segments, as i f  
th is  w ere som eth ing  im m u ta ­
ble. The w o rld  revo lu tion , 
w hich is  fo r  h im  not l iv in g  re ­
a lity  but the incan ta tion  o f a 
w itch -docto r, m us t unequivoca l­
ly  accept these boundaries as 
its  po in t o f departu re . He is no t 
a t a ll concerned w ith  the cen­
tr ifu g a l n a tio n a lis t tendencies 
w h ich  m a y  flo w  e ithe r in to  the 
channels o f reac tion  o r  the 
channel o f revo lu tion . They v io ­
la te  h is lazy  a d m in is tra tive  
b lu e -p rin t constructed  on the 
m odel o f: “ f i r s t ”  and “ then .”  
He shies aw ay fro m  the s tru g ­
gle fo r  na tiona l independence 
aga inst b u re a u cra tic  s tra n g u la ­
tion and takes re fuge in  specu­
la tions on the su p e rio ritie s  o f 
soc ia lis t u n ity . In  o ther w ords, 
h is p o lit ics—i f  scho lastic com ­
m enta ries  on o ther peoples’ po l­
it ic s  m a y  be ca lled  po litic« — 
bear the w o rs t t ra its  o f cen­
tr is m .

The sec ta rian  is  an opportun­
is t who stands in  fe a r o f h im ­
self. In  sec ta rian ism , opportun­
ism  (cen trism ) rem a ins un fo ld ­
ed in  its  in it ia l  stages, l ik e  a 
de lica te  bud. P resen tly  the bud 
unfo lds, one-th ird , one-half, and 
som etim es m ore. Than we have 
the p e cu lia r com b ina tion  o f sec­
ta r ia n ism  and ce n tr ism  (V er- 
eecken ); o f sec ta rian ism  and 
low -grade opportun ism  (Sneev- 
l ie t ) .  B u t on occasion the bud 
sh rive ls  aw ay, w ith o u t un fo ld ­
ing  (O eh ler). I f  I  am  n o t m is ­
taken, O ehler is  the e d ito r o f 
“ The M a rx is t .”  
lu ly  30, 1939
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“ LABOR W IT H  A W H IT E  SK IN  CAN-THE n o t  e m a n c i p a t e  I t s e l f  w h e r e
 LABOR W IT H  A BLACK SK IN  IS

B R A N D E D “—K A R L M A R X .

NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. JOHNSON

The Negro and the War
v

The Socialist Workers Party says to the Negroes: 
“ A fte r your experiences in America during the last hun­
dred years, after your experiences during the last war and 
after it, you would be making the greatest mistake of your 
lives i f  you were to give any support to the coming war.’’

I f  Negroes supported the war, Franklin Roosevelt, Jack 
Gamer, Cotton Ed Smith, Senator Bilbo and all that bunch 
in the Democratic Party would be able to sit back and say, 
“ We give them the nastiest jobs, we pay them the lowest 
wages, millions o f them are unemployed. Even in Wash­
ington here, the Federal capitol, we kick them out o f restau­
rants and theatres. We lynch them whenever we think that 
they should be reminded o f where they belong. We treated 
them like dogs in the last war. We lynched them after they 
came back. And now, when we want them to do some more 
d irty  work for us, we just snap our fingers and whistle, 
and look at them! They come running to,do anything we 
want them to do! We have only to make a few promises 
and they are ready to be fooled again. T ru ly  these Negroes 
are the most ignorant, backward and slave-like people in 
the world, and deserving o f no more consideration than 
the scraps we throw to them.”

But no, large masses o f Negroes have no wish to support 
this war. Their memories o f the last war and the great de­
ception and fraud which were practiced on them are too 
vivid in their minds.

So bitter was their disappointment after the last war, 
that millions o f Negroes supported Marcus Garvey. They 
were ready to  follow even tire fantastic, impossible scheme 
of going back to A frica  rather than to continue to live in 
the American democracy fo r which so many thousands 
of them had suffered and died.

What Is the Negro to Do?
What then is the Negro to do?
Before we act we must understand the forces acting with 

us and the forces against us. Many Negroes in America I 
feel that they would be ready to shed their blood and take 
any steps to break the chains which bind them. Yet they 
feel also that their numbers are too few. They think that 
they would be overwhelmed by the number of the whites, 
their power, their authority, and their control of the means 
o f destruction.

That, however, is a short-sighted view. Today we are 
dealing with an international war, and the problem is an 
international one.

Let us look at the last war. That also was an interna­
tional war. I t  was fought in Europe, in Asia, and in A frica. 
The British armed the black man in A frica. The French 
armed nearly half a m illion Negro soldiers to fight for 
them. These fought not only in A frica, but in Europe. 
There was a regiment o f West Indian Negroes. Now today, 
the millions o f Negroes all over the world are more po liti­
cally conscious, more bitter against oppression and hum ili­
ation than they were in 1914. They have not only had the 
experience o f the last war. They have suffered from the 
effects of the crisis. They have seen the rape o f Ethiopia, 
and they know that in A frica, fo r instance, whether they 
are ruled by Italian Fascists or British “ democracy,”  their 
situation is the same. Their lands are stolen, their wages 
are often ten cents a day. They are driven away to live in 
segregated areas, where at night they are kept jailed as i f  
they had committed a crime by being born w ith a black 
skin. They are thinking the same things that the Negroes 
in America are th inking; only more fiercely because they 
have more cause. Many o f them, particularly in the French 
and Italian colonies, have arms in their hands which they 
have learned how to use. Now that the war has begun, 
many more o f them w ill be armed and trained in order to 
go and fight fo r their masters. But despite all the shouting 
about democracy by James Ford, the great millions in 
A frica  only need leadership to use their guns, not for B r it­
ish or French democracy, but fo r their own independence, 
for a free A frica, liberated from all sorts o f imperialist 
domination, liberated not only from Fascist Ita ly and Gei- 
many, but also from those democratic bandits, Britain, 
France, and Belgium. They outnumber by many millions 
the whites who keep them in subjection today. And these 
whites, in the course o f a war, w ill have to arm more and 
more o f these despised and oppressed blacks. The Africans 
are only waiting fo r the opportunity and fo r that powerful 
organization which w ill give them a policy and leadership.
In a war fought on an international scale, the Negroes in 
America w ill have the Negroes in A frica  as their allies. 
American Negro soldiers who may be forced by conscrip­
tion to go to France to fight, w ill be certain to meet hun­
dreds o f thousands o f A frican soldiers there.

An Alliance of the Millions
Contact can be made and plans made for the struggle on 

an international scale. But there are other allies as well— 
millions. For two hundred and f if ty  years, the British have 
been squeezing the lives out o f the millions o f people in 
India. There are well over three hundred and fifty  million 
people in India today, and the large m ajority of them are 
just awaiting their chance to get arms in their hands, drive 
the British imperialists into the sea, and make their country 
their own again. The same in Burma, in Ceylon, and in 
Indo-China. So that from the A tlantic Ocean to the Pacific, 
you have over five hundred million people, oppressed colo­
nials, who are thinking in terms o f freedom from the dom­
ination o f imperialism. Imagine the enormous power which 
these colonials can exert for their own emancipation in the 
tremendous crisis which w ill soon be loosed upon all peoples 
in the world.

Have H itle r  and S ta lin  Agreed to P a rtitio n  P o land?
New York Councilmanic 
Candidates o f SWP 
Charge Subway Swindle

W hat Your Dollar Can Do
A dollar puts a Socialist Appeal salesman on an im ­

portant street oorner for one day.
F ive dollars permits free distribution of two hundred 

Socialist Appeals.
Ten dollars puts a full-tim e field organizer to work for 

one week in  the anti-war campaign.

Anti-W ar Campaign Committee 
Socialist Workers P arty  
116 University Place. N .Y .C .

Dear Friends:

I  enclose.................. , as a contribution to the anti-war
work of the Socialist Workers P arty .

Nam e .......................................................

Address ...................................................

Events Indicate That 
Stalin Intends to 
Take Polish Ukraine

(Continued from  Page 1)
front, and that is not indicated at the present moment. I t  is 
a prospect, something fo r the near or distant future.

Stalin Seeks a Pretext
Far more likely is that, by agreement with H itle r or not, 

Stalin is planning to bring under his rule the Ukrainian and 
W hite Russian territories and populations now under Pol­
ish domination. The inspired reports in  the Moscow press 
about “ frontier incidents”  and “ m inority uprisings”  are 
unmistakably calculated to create a pretext fo r Stalin tak­
ing his share o f the division o f present-day Poland.

The “ dfemocratic”  and social-democratic press is o f 
course terrib ly indignant at the prospect o f carving up 
“ poor little  Poland.”  They never managed to work up the 
same indignation when the arch-reactionary Polish m ili­
tarists brutally seized the very same territories that are in 
question and established their brutal dominion over the 
national populations inhabiting them. N or were they so 
outraged when Poland, last year, helped H itle r in the dis­
memberment o f Czechoslovakia.

Out of the Frying Pan Into the Fire
The working class, in any case, has no cause to shed tears 

over the prospect o f the rotten ruling class o f Poland losing 
control o f their Ukrainian and W hite Russian subjects.

A t the same time, however, the kind o f “ liberation” . 
which is now the prospect o f the former Polish minorities, 
is very much like being taken out o f the fry ing  pan and 
hurled into the fire. L ife  under 'H itlerite rule or “ protec­
tion”  would be worse, i f  anything, than life  under Polish 
rule fo r the Ukrainians or W hite Russians— to say nothing 
of the Jews who are suffering so horrib ly from the war.

Then is the choice to be the rule o f the brutal and cynical 
Moscow bureaucracy? That seems, at the present w riting, 
to be Stalin’s sinister plan. The Bonaparte o f the Kremlin 
appears to be planning to place his bureaucratic, m ilitaristic 
yoke over the necks o f the Ukrainian and W hite Russian 
peoples now in Poland. H ow  much that would improve the 
lot o f the latter, they already know. They know the situa­
tion and the sentiments o f their fellow-nationals on the 
soil o f the Soviet Union, who, in the Soviet republics o f the 
Ukraine and W hite Russia, are so arrogantly terrorized by 
the Krem lin clique as to be reminded o f the persecutions 
they suffered in the days o f Czar Nicholas the Bloody. 
They know that their fellow-nationals in the Soviet Union 
aspire to liberation from that clique, fo r independence and 
separation which alone is the road to the revolutionary 
freedom and unity o f the Ukrainian and W hite Russian 
masses now dispersed over three or four o f Europe’s east­
ern countries.

For a Free, Independent Soviet Ukraine
Months ago, in an article in these pages, Leon Trotsky 

foresaw how acute the Ukrainian question was sure to be­
come. The choices o f the Ukrainian —  and the W hite 
Russian— peoples are not confined to domination by the 
Polish militarists, by H itle r’s fascists or by Stalin’s G.P.U.

There is another choice! A  free, independent, united So­
viet Ukraine— fortress o f defense from the attacks o f the 
enemy in Berlin, Warsaw or the Kremlin.

Stalin’s seizure o f the Polish Ukraine would be an at­
tempt to crush the movement for a united Soviet Ukraine 
under his iron heel, w ith the aid, in all likelihood, o f H itlen

Here as everywhere else, the interests o f the Stalinist 
oligarchy are in diametrical opposition to the interests o f 
the workers and oppressed peoples o f all countries.

OCTOBER NEW INTERNATIONAL 
TO BE EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD

(Continued from Page 1)
fa r  in  excess of $450,000,000!

In  1894, th rough  th e ir  re p re ­
sentatives in  C ity  H a ll, a group 
o f W all S tree t sharks engineer­
ed a notorious deal ca lled  the 
“ D ual C on trac ts ,”  t h r o u g h  
w h ich  they set up tw o ho ld ing  
com panies, the In te rbo rough  
R apid  T ra n s it Com pany and 
the B ro o k lyn  M anhattan  T ra n ­
s it Com pany fo r  the purpose of 
opera ting  the tw o city-ow ned 
subw ay and e levated lines fo r  a 
period  o f 75 years.

Guaranteed Profit
Upon the s ign ing  o f the “ D ual 

C on tracts”  the c ity  sank $326,- 
000,000 in to  the lines fo r  th e ir  
deve lopm ent and extension; the 
W all S tree t sharks p u t up on ly  
$287,000,000. The “ D ual Con­
tra c ts ”  guaranteed the W a ll 
S treet sharks a m in im u m  p ro f it  
o f $10,000,000 a ye a r; th a t is , a 
guaranteed m in im u m  p ro f it  fo r  
the period  fro m  1894 to 1939 o f 
$450,000,000—the ac tua l p ro fits  
being fa r  g rea te r.

D u rin g  th is  same period  un­
der the te rm s o f the “ D ua l Con­
tra c ts ,”  the c ity , w h ich  owns 
the lines, sustained a loss o f 
$325,500,000 w h ich  was m ade up 
th rough  taxes w rung  fro m  the 
pockets o f the w orke rs  o f New 
Y o rk  C ity .

Enormous Take
F ro m  1894 u n til the f i r s t  

w orld -w ide  s laughte r ended in  
1918, the take  of the W a ll S tree t 
sharks th rough  th e ir  lease on 
the city-ow ned lines was enor­
mous. B u t w ith  the post-w ar 
period  when ope ra ting  costs 
rose and i t  became necessary 
to begin rep lacem en t o f a n ti­
quated equipm ent, p ro fits  d rop­
ped u n til they  fe l l  below w hat 
W a ll S tree t could ob ta in  fro m  
inves tm en t in  o ther fie lds.

Im m e d ia te ly  W a l l  S t r e e t  
launched a d rive  to  ra ise  the 
five -cen t fa re . B u t the "D u a l 
C on trac ts ”  c a rr ie d  a clause 
w h ich  reads: “ the ra te  o f fa re  
sha ll be f iv e  cents bu t no 
m o re .”  E ven  the Supreme

C ourt, to w hom  W a ll S tree t ap­
pealed, was fo rced  to recognize 
the v a lid ity  o f th is  clause.

The W a ll S tree t bond-holders 
then opened negotiations w ith  
the LaG uard ia  a d m in is tra tio n  
to se ll the c ity-ow ned p ro p e rty  
to the c ity  fo r  th e ir  o r ig in a l in ­
vestm ent plus a subs tan tia l 
bonus, a sum  to ta llin g  ap p ro x i­
m a te ly  $436,000,000.

“ Appease” Public
LaG ua rd ia  agreed, apparent­

ly  w ith  the in ten tion  o f ra is in g  
the five -cen t fa re  in  o rd e r to 
m ake up the d e fic it th a t w ould 
ensue.

B u t the scandal o f th is  ba re ­
faced sw ind le  was so g re a t th a t 
LaG uard ia  was fo rced  to  “ ap­
pease”  pu b lic  opin ion. He ap­
pointed an “ in ve s tig a tin g ”  com ­
m ittee , w h ich  repo rted  back 
th a t the c ity  could “ le g a lly ”  
buy its  own p ro p e rty  fo r  $110,- 
000,000 less than  the f i r s t  p ro ­
posal.

LaG ua rd ia  agreed. He signed 
the p re lim in a ry  papers, speci­
f ic a lly  O M IT T IN G  A L L  R E F ­
E R E N C E  TO G U R A N T E E IN G  
T H E  F IV E -C E N T  F A R E !

In  fa c t he a c tu a lly  increased 
the subw ay fa re  to the W o rld ’s 
F a re  to 10-cents as a t r ia l  ba l­
loon to test pu b lic  reaction .

On top of th is , LaG u a rd ia  
om itted  a ll reference to w o rk ­
ing  conditions, to m in im u m  
hours fo r the subw ay w orkers , 
to co llec tive  ba rg a in in g  agree­
m ents. So long as W a ll S treet 
is sa tis fied  le t the subw ay w o rk ­
ers and those who use the sub­
ways fo r  tra nspo rta tion  pay 
th rough  the nose!

SWP Platform
As p a rt o f its  p la tfo rm  fo r 

the com ing C ounc ilm an ic  elec­
tions, the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  demands and its  cand i­
dates, M a x  Shachtm an in  the  
B ronx  and George L ym a n  
P a ine  in  M anha ttan  are pledged 
to f ig h t fo r :

(1) E x p ro p ria tio n  o f the sub­
w ay lines th rough  o u tr ig h t can­
ce lla tion  of the “ D ua l Con­
tra c ts ”  w ith o u t pay ing  the W a ll 
S treet sharks another cen t o f 
the people’s m oney.

(2) The im m ed ia te  estab lish­
m ent o f a T ra n s it C om m ission 
to operate in  one u n ified  system  
the en tire  ne tw ork  o f subways 
and elevated lines on a non­
profit basis, e n tire ly  as a se lf- 
susta in ing  serv ice  to  the people 
o f New Y o rk .

(3) R epresentation fo r  the 
subway w orke rs  on the T ra n s it 
Com m ission th rough  e lection 
fro m  th e ir  own ranks.

(4) The a lloca tion  o f pub lic  
w orks m oney as a s ink ing  fund  
fo r the m aintenance, im p ro ve ­
m ent, and extension o f the pres­
ent subw ay system .

S u c h . a p ro g ra m  i f  p u t in to  
e ffec t w ould in  add ition  m ake 
possible an im m ed ia te  ra ise  in  
the wages o f subw ay w orkers .

Behind the Lines
(Continued fro m  Page 1) 

w ith  the gap ing  bloody wounds 
of S ta lin ’s purge. In  its  desper­
ate e ffo rt to preserve itse lf, 
S ta lin ’s ru lin g  c lique has suc­
ceeded on ly  in  enorm ously 
weakening the Soviet U nion.

That is why the adventures 
into which the w ar is forcing it  
must be a source of the most 
agonizing anxiety to the K rem ­
lin gang. H itle r ’s drive into 
eastern Europe w ill a t least 
have the effect—even if only 
tem porarily— of reinforcing his 
ability to prosecute the w ar 
against his great rivals in the 
West. Any move by Stalin into 
this bloody cockpit w ill only add 
to his weakness, his difficulties, 
and his fears. Stalin knows any 
involvement w ill hasten his own 
doom and yet he cannot avoid 
becoming involved. His only 
hope is to be able to hang on 
until his enemies, including 
H itler, begin to grow as weak 
as he already knows himself to 
be.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

LEGIONNAIRES 
BREAK UP SWP 
ANTI-WAR MEET

(S pec ia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
P H IL A D E L P H IA , Sept. 14— 

A m ob o f Jew ish w a r veterans, 
some o f them  a rm ed w ith  b lack  
some o f them  a rm ed w ith  b lack- 
a n ti-w a r m eeting  o f the SWP 
held  a t 31st and N o rr is  Sts.

In  the scu ffle  th a t took p lace, 
Sid K aye , a p a rty  m em ber, was 
in ju re d  and arrested . L a te r the 
m ag is tra te  held Kaye fo r  a fu r ­
th e r hea ring  on Septem ber 18th 
under $1000 ba il.

The v ig ilan tes  had a ca re fu lly  
a rranged  p lan  to b reak up the 
m eeting. T hey had announced 
the week previous th a t they 
were no t going to a llow  any 
“ is m ”  to hold any m eeting  ag­
a ins t w a r.

D espite the fa c t th a t a de tect­
ive  fro m  the ra d ica l squad, who 
has been fo llo w in g  a ll s tree t 
m eetings o f the SWP, was pres­
ent, and saw th a t the a ttack  
and provocation  was s ta rted  by 
the leg ionna ires, he d id  no th ing 
to p ro tec t the SWP, w hich no t 
only had a p e rm it fo r  the m eet­
ing , b u t who w ere also g re a tu ly  
outnum bered by the hoodlum s.

The m a g is tra te  d ischarged a ll 
the veterans and he ld  on ly 
K aye, s ta tin g  th a t he was deter­
m ined  to stam p o u t a ll “ Un- 
am erican  a c tiv it ie s .”

The P h ilade lph ia  loca l is go­
ing  to have a mass d is tr ib u tio n  
of a le a fle t in  the neighborhood 
exposing the v ig ila n tis m  o f the 
leg ionnaires, and asking the 
w orkers  to come , ou t and p ro ­
te c t the fu tu re  an ti-w a r m eet­
ings th a t the P a r ty  is  going to 
hold in  the neighborhood.

Several w orkers  d id  jo in  in  
the a tte m p t to beat o ff the ve t­
erans b u t they were also ou t­
num bered. E ffo rts  are being 
made to contact these m ilita n ts .

A nother m eeting  w il l  be held 
a t the same corner in  the ve ry  
near fu tu re .

Release Twenty-five 
Minneapolis WPA 
Prisoners on Bail

(Continued from  Page 1)
they  m ust support; a ll are long ­
tim e  residents of M inneapolis. 
D espite these circum stances, 
b a il fo r  each w om an was set at 
$2,000; a fe w  got o ff w ith  $1,500. 
O f course ne ithe r the prisoners 
nor the W PA Defense C om m it­
tee had the b a il ava ilab le  and 
the wom en w ere ja ile d .

F ifte e n  o ther w om en had been 
a rrested  e a r lie r  bu t w ere re ­
leased on th e ir  own recogniz­
ance.

Plan Defense
O bviously the c o u rt’s resum p­

tion  of its  po licy  o f dem anding 
excessive b a il is being d ic ta ted  
by the na tiona l a d m in is tra tio n  
and the reac tion  in  M innesota, 
and is an a tte m p t to b reak  the 
m ora le  o f the la b o r m ovem ent 
and con fron t i t  w ith  a seem ing­
ly  hopeless task.

B u t M u rp h y  and Roosevelt 
and Stassen don’t  ye t under­
stand the tem pe r o f the  organ­
ized labor m ovem ent in  th is  sec­
tion . The W P A  Defense Com­
m ittee  w il l  o f course take  up 
the task of ra is in g  b a il fo r  those 
new ly  arrested , and is a lready  
la y in g  the p lans fo r  the lega l 
defense o f the s tr ike rs .

The W PA Defense C om m ittee 
was heartened by a reso lu tion  
passed by the M innesota State 
Federa tion  of La b o r convention 
Wednesday, ca llin g  upon a ll un­
ions in  the state to come to the 
a id  o f the Defense C om m ittee  
and its  fund.

Twenty-five Released
The 25 m en released yeste r­

day on bond w ere M a x  Geld- 
m an, E d  P a lm q u is t, Leslie  
W achter, A rno ld  M u l l e n ,  
George P a lm q u is t, V ic to r N ich ­
olas, C harles G rid e r, Oscar 
Shoenfeld, W a l t e r  R ussell, 
R a lph  Core, G lenn S m ith ,

The m anagem ent o f The New  
In te rn a tio n a l announces an un­
usua lly  sp lendid  O ctober n um ­
ber, w h ich  w il l  be ou t in  a 
week.

The lead ing  a rtic le  is  devoted 
to the w o rld  s itua tion  today. I t  
is , “ A P ano ram ic  Survey o f the 
Second W orld  W a r,”  and con­
cerns its e lf w ith  the p o lit ic a l, 
econom ic and soc ia l aspects 
w h ich  f in a lly  cu lm in a te d  in  the 
ou tb reak o f w a r in  E urope. The 
H it le r-S ta lin  P act, the ro le  o f 
A m e rica n  im p e ria lis m , p ros­
pects fo r  e a rly  A m e rica n  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the w a r, and the 
a ttitude  and po licy  o f the la b o r 
and re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent 
are analyzed.

T ro tsky  on F rance  
A  second fea tu re , he ld  over 

fro m  the previous num ber, is

F loyd  H u rle y , F ra n k  Johnson, 
E d w a rd  A lb e rts , George Totino , 
R ich a rd  Connell, M y ro n  P h il­
lips, E rn e s t S ta rk , A r th u r  Sei­
be rt, M a rk  P atte rson, R a lph  
Johnston, A lfre d  C hristianson, 
C a rl Pem ble , S im on B aruch  
and D av id  Gordon.

Bond o f $58,000 was posted to 
w in  th e ir  release. The o r ig in a l 
ba il had been set a t over a 
q u a rte r o f a m ill io n  do lla rs , 
bu t the s to rm  o f p ro tes t fro m  
organized labo r fo rced  the 
co u rt to  reduce i t  to  the s t i l l  
outrageous sum  o f $58,000.

by Leon T ro tsky , en titled , “ On 
the F re n ch  P o lit ic a l S itu a tio n .”

The issue o f a W ar R eferen­
dum  by the people is aga in  be­
fo re  Congress and is being w ide­
ly  discussed by the masses in  
th is  coun try . H a ro ld  D ra p e r re ­
v iew s th is  question in  an a rt ic le  
en titled , “ F riends  o f the  W ar 
R e fe rendum .”

Sherm an S tanley con tribu tes 
an a rt ic le , “ B r it is h  Im p e r ia l­
ism  in  In d ia .”

D w ig h t M acdona ld ’s usual 
s p a rk lin g  co lum n, “ R eading 
F ro m  L e ft  to  R ig h t,”  w i l l  ap­
pear, and the f i r s t  o f a series 
o f h is to rica l a rtic le s  by George 
N ovack on Negro S lave ry  in  
A m erica .

O ther in te re s tin g  features 
com plete w h a t w il l  unquestion­
ab ly  be am ong the banner is­
sues o f The N ew  International.

The m anagem ent w ishes to 
announce th a t increased orders 
m us t be p laced in  advance. In  
v ie w  o f the c r it ic a l s itu a tio n  o f 
The New International a t this 
tim e , agents and readers of the 
m agazine are requested to give 
th e ir  assistance, by p ay ing  on 
bundle accounts a t once and 
by sending in  th e ir  subscrip ­
tions to :
T H E  N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  

116 University P lace  
N ew  Y ork, N . Y .

A ll this seems very commonplace and obvious. M illions 
o f Negroes and other colonials, in A frica, in the West 
Indies, and India think o f these things in a vague way. 
They understand them the moment they are placed clearly 
before them. W hy is it, then, that so few people are saying 
all this in public speeches and w riting  it? W hy is it that a 
pamphlet o f this kind is published only by the Socialist 
Workers Party? The reason is very important and is fun­
damental to an understanding o f the political situation nor 
only as it is today, but as it  w ill be tomorrow.

Poor as the m ajority o f Negroes are, and despised and 
humiliated as all of them are, in every community, particu­
larly in America, there is a small number o f Negroes who 
have better jobs than the others, who have managed to 
climb onto a little  ledge, a little  higher than the rest o f 
their fellow-Negroes. These are, in America, fo r instance, 
a few doctors, a few people who do well in business, and a 
few racketeers —  Numbers kings, and so on. They are 
thrown out o f the restaurants, excluded from the theatres, 
Jim-Crowed and discriminated against as all Negroes are. 
They w ill complain, and pass resolutions, and sometimes 
w ill carry a case to the courts. But because they get some­
thing between th irty  and fifty  dollars a week, they are pre­
pared to do anything that the American ruling class really 
wants them to do. They are Negroes, and they are forced 
to live w ith the large masses o f Negroes. But in reality, 
they are much closer to the American ruling class than they 
are to the great millions o f their own people. I t  is the same 
thing in every other community, even in the South. The 
large m ajority o f Negroes live in dirt, in poverty, are sub­
jected to all sorts o f humiliation, and a few are allowed 
special privileges, a few dollars more per week, etc. When­
ever something serious turns up, these may make a protest 
and demand a little more for themselves, but they are al­
ways prepared to do what the American ruling class wants 
the American Negroes to do. I t  is so in America, it  is so in 
A frica, it  is so in the West Indies, and you have a similar 
situation in India, Burma, Ceylon.

Uncle Tom Negroes
Now these traitors are the people who have the best 

chances, who have the opportunity to get sometimes quite 
a good education. They run newspapers and magazines. 
They get subscriptions from rich white men. They are 
enabled to borrow from white banks. These lick-spittles, 
Uncle Tom Negroes, constantly speak in the name o f the 
Negro people or in the name o f Africans, when in reality, 
they are only saying what the imperialists want them to 
say. I f  they didn’t, they would be thrown out o f their jobs, 
and lose their little privileges and benefits. And so fo r the 
sake o f the crumbs and bones that they get from the big 
table, they are quite prepared to sacrifice the interests of 
the m ajority o f Negroes. They are the most dangerous 
people. I t  is they who deceive the Negroes every time. They, 
despite their black skin, are no more than agents o f the 
white imperialists. They are not saying much now, but 
when the time comes, they are going to shout fo r “ democ­
racy”  as loudly as the American ruling class. Some o f them 
are going to get jobs in the government service. A  few of 
them are going to be given positions a little  higher than 
the ones they have at presents Borne o f them w ill be allowed 
to train as officers. This one here w ill be made a major, the 
other one there w ill be made a colonel. These appointments 
and others w ill fill the pages o f the imperialist press and 
the Negro press. Meetings w ill be held at which these Negro 
traitors w ill speak and agitate and do their best to bluff the 
Negro people to take part in a war and be deceived and 
maltreated just as they were in the last war fo r democracy. 
The bait that they w ill dangle w ill be promises o f a better 
world. They w ill say that after the war, things w ill be d if­
ferent. We know better than that. So that the first prelimin­
ary step for action is to be ready to condemn and drive out 
of the Negro ranks those traitors who sell their b irthright 
for a mess o f pottage. Whether they are in America, in 
A frica, or in India, they are traitors. Whoever tries to drag 
Negroes into a war for “ democracy”  is a tra itor and a 
Judas. They w ill come preaching about unity. But the work­
ers and farmers want no unity w'ith them. What we must 
struggle fo r is the unity o f the masses.

( Continued in Next' Issue)
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

A Job and a decent living for every worker.
Open the idle factories—operate them under 
workers’ control.
A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program.
T h irty -th irty ! $30-weekly m inim um  wage— 
86-hour weekly m axim um  for a ll workers on 
all jobs.
Th irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.
Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
AU w ar funds to the unemployed.
A people’s referendum on any and all wars. 
No secret diplomacy.
An independent Labor Party .
W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 
and Fascist attacks.
F u ll social, political and economic equality 
for the Negro people.

A t bottom, the fight between these two camps 
is superficial, where it  is not outright sham.

The fight against war and the war-mongers 
can be conducted only by the th ird camp —  the 
camp which has not been given any publicity, 
and which both of the other two camps hope w ill 
remain silent and docile. The th ird  camp is the 
camp o f labor! The th ird  camp is the camp o f 
the to ilers! I t  is the camp o f the people who fight 
and die in the war.

The very fact that the m ajority o f the Amen 
can people, as shown by several tests, favors a 
referendum before Congress may declare war, 
shows that the instincts, the fears, the sentiments 
of the masses are healthy and sound.

They don’t  trust their legislators on the war 
question! They do not want to leave the decision 
o f that life-or-death question in the hands o f the 
capitalist politicians in Congress. They want to 
have the chance of deciding it themselves— for i f  
the question o f declaring another “ war for de­
mocracy”  is submitted to the people it  would vote 
overwhelmingly against it. And rightly so!

Roosevelt and Co. know this. They also know 
what everyone else should realize:

The United States cannot be plunged into war 
unless the people are gagged. The United States 
cannot be kept in the war unless that gag is 
tightened to the point where the difference be 
tween H itle r’s regime and that o f the Unite« 
States becomes microscopic.

Machinery for Dragooning U. S. 
People into the War Is A ll Ready

AND  HOW!
Said E a rl Browder, speaking at Madison Square 

Garden Monday night:
“ These are very trying days.”

The Third Camp
Two camps are engaged in a wordy battle 

over the decisive question that the specal ses­
sion o f Congress has been called to face. On one 
side, which seems to have gained the great ma­
jo r ity  o f the Senators, stand those who are going 
to repeal the arms embargo legislation now on 
the books. On the other side, are the so-called 
“ isolationists,”  headed by Senators Borah, Nye 
and their associates.

In  his broadcasted speech opening up the cam­
paign o f his group, Senator Borah stated the 
question in this fo rm : “ Has the time come when 
the United States must take a part in this Euro­
pean coflict?”

That way o f putting the issue is correct. Yet, 
so fast is the United States being driven into the 
Second W orld  W ar by the Roosevelt Adm ini­
stration and its allies, that even this formulation 
o f the question is already outdated.

In  violation not only of the clearly indicated 
sentiments and interests of the American masses 
but even o f the laws governing his office, Presi­
dent Roosevelt has already committed the coun­
try  to participation in the war. H is statement that 
the United States w ill defend Canada, which has 
already declared war against Germany, is pre­
cisely such a commitment.

The purpose o f calling together the special 
session o f Congress— to repeal the arms embargo 
— is a fa irly  open and fa irly  brazen attempt by 
Roosevelt and Co. to ally the United States with 
die slave-owning “ democracies,”  that is, to ad­
vance America’s present participation from the 
economic to the directly m ilitary. For Roosevelt 
and his war-making crew, the only question that 
remains to be solved is not “ Should we enter the 
war?”  but How and When to enter.

How completely the “ isolationist”  bloc in Con- 
'gress has cracked up, w ill be seen when the spe­
cial sesion actually convenes. But it  is already 
clear that under the enormous pressure o f a war- 

profit-hungry and united capitalist class, and the 
old hypocritical war-cry o f a “ united nation in 
face o f the enemy,”  the bloc is nothing like it  
used to be. W hat is le ft o f it  is weakening, re­
treating, and putting up a rearguard fight before 
they themselves surrender the struggle.

Which was to be foreseen, and is to be under­
stood. Like the Congressional sponsors o f the 
original Ludlow B ill fo r a popular referendum 
on war who became terror-stricken at the huge 
mass sentiment that was set in  motion fo r it  and 
who are now about as vocal as a corpse w ith the 
mumps, the “ isolationists”  fear to arouse the 
mighty giant o f labor by a m ilitant anti - war 
campaign. Even the dullest o f them understands 
that a real fight against the imperialist war-mon­
gers means a real fight against imperialist gov­
ernment.

That is why we never put an ounce o f reliance 
upon the pacific protestations of I - hate - war- 
Roosevelt in the past, and we place no reliance on 
“ isolationist”  Borah today.

The isolationist bloc has kept completely silent 
on the Ludlow Amendment and, even where 
some advocate it  in  words, they have refused to 
call upon the people to fight w ith them for it. 
They fear to rouse the masses into action against 
war on the crucial issue: shall the people be given 
the right to decide fo r themselves whether we 
shall go to war. Their struggle for “ neutrality”  
has been purely verbalistic and is thereby con­
demned to fu tility .

A  Lynching Bee
(An Invitation to C. Y. Harrison)

We predicted some time ago, when the not 
unknown gentleman-parasite Charles Yale 'Har­
rison got a job w ith the New Deal and began to 
discover, in the columns o f the New Leader, the 
identity o f Trotskyism and Stalinism, that we 
would not have have long to  wait before he ap­
peared as a Home Guard recruiting sergeant for 
“ democratic”  cannon-fodder.

Sure enough, his latest column in the New 
Leader, social democratic organ o f the W ar De­
partment, comes out fo r the war w ith a bang, 
and for the speediest American entry into it. Not 
for M r. Harrison, to be sure, fo r he has the 
most intransigent intention o f fighting out every 
battle thousands o f miles from the front, where 
his soggy but well-beloved hide cannot be reach 
ed by such grossly material items as shrapnel, 
gas or bayonet. But he is heartily in favor of 
Y O U  doing your bit fo r Democracy.

You don’t  agree w ith him?
Then you're an agent o f H itler, and in all 

probability a paid spy o f Wilhelmstrasse. “ In  
all essential respects their attitude toward the 
war is identical,”  he writes o f the “ Communist, 
Trotskyist, Nazi newspapers.”

You have a doubt or two about the lo fty  
democratic aims of the war-mongers? M r. H a r­
rison is ready to take care o f that, too. Our 
brave bully-boy writes:

“ I  would suggest that M r. Trotsky or M r. 
Browder attempt to get up in the streets o f Paris 
and tell French trade-uinon members that the 
struggle against the H itler-Stalin pact is im ­
perialist brigandage. They would be lynched on 
the spot— and w ith justification.”

A  perfect way to launch the war fo r demo­
cracy, in  our opinion: lynch its opponents!

Now we don’t  know much about the streets of 
Paris, but we are w illing to supply M r. Harrison 
w ith a list o f our coming New Y ork  street meet 
ings against imperialist brigands’ war. We ever 
so cordially invite M r. Harrison to bring his

first lynch mob to our meetings so that he can 
start his job right. We might also suggest that 
he bring along Abe Cahan and Algernon Lee as 
his bodyguards.

“ I  shall be called a warmonger,”  concludes M r. 
Harrison, in his most pathetic beer-bass. “ The 
epithet does not frighten me in the least.' I  am 
an old soldier, ladies and gentlemen, and this is 
my war.”

Warmonger? The name is too pretentious, 
we think.

Rat would be more appropriate.
Just plain rat.

By H . D . H E R R IC K  
The m ach ine ry  fo r  d ra ftin g  

you in to  European trenches is  
a ll ready—rig h t now.

The fo rm s fo r  d ra ft  re g is tra ­
tion  cards are on f i le  in  every 
state cap ito l, ready to be rush­
ed to the p r in te r  and run  o ff in  
m illio n s  o f copies on a m o­
m e n t’s notice.

The d ra f t a d m in is tra tio n  is  in  
existence r ig h t now, in  skeleton 
fo rm . A t the top is the Jo in t 
A rm y  and N avy  Selective Ser­
v ice  C om m ittee . “ Selective ser­
v ic e ”  is the o ff ic ia l nam e fo r 
the d ra ft  o r conscrip tion—words 
w h ich  are never used o ff ic ia lly .

T h is  com m ittee  is a s ix-m an 
board consisting o f m ili ta ry  and 
nava l o ffice rs . I ts  agent in  each 
sta te  is the a d ju ta n t general. 
U nder each state a d ju ta n t gen­
e ra l are fo u r to s ixteen A rm y  
m en who have gone th rough  
specia l tra in in g  fo r  d ra ft  ad­
m in is tra tio n .

These m en hold reg iona l con­
ferences every yea r, in  New 
O rleans, San F ranc isco , C hica­
go and W ashington. These con­
ferences la s t tw o weeks. H ere 
is the N . Y . T im es re p o rt o f one 
o f them  (O ctober 12, 1938) : 
“ A rm y  o ffice rs  rehearsed on 
paper today the na tiona l set-up 
of a c iv ilian -ope ra ted  selective 
service act, and estim ated th a t 
i t  w ould cost between $6,000,000 
and $10,000,000 to m ob ilize  300,- 
000 m en in  the f i r s t  m onth  o f a 
w a r .”  They expect to d ra ft  
fo u r m illio n  m en in  12 m onths 

Jus t as an exam ple, here is 
one o f the questions they d is 
cuss: “ W here are m en on fo r ­
est reserves to re g is te r? ”  No 
you w on ’t  be overlooked.

In  each tow n o r section of 
c ity , the re  .w ill be a loca l d ra ft 
board. The m en who w il l  s it  on 
them  have a lready  been te n ta ­
t iv e ly  selected and are lis ted 
A ccord ing  to the m ob iliza tion  
p lan , they are to be “ outstand 
ing  c itizens .”

T H E Y  E X P E C T  US 
TO B E  U N W IL L IN G

W hy th is  feve rish  p repa ra tion  
fo r  p rodd ing  us to  the trenches 
a t the po in t o f a bayonet? D on ’

they th in k  w e ’l l  W AN T to f ig h t 
the w a r they w il l  declare?

N o t on you r life , fo r  a ll th e ir  
ta lk  o f a “ ju s t cause”  o r  a “ peo­
p le ’s w a r .”  T h a t’s w hy Roose­
ve lt and h is w a r-b ird s  foam  a t 
the m outh  a t the v e ry  idea of 
le ttin g  the people have the r ig h t 
to decide on going to w a r. They 
KNO W  w ha t to expect: the 
A m erican  masses w il l  p u t on a 
u n ifo rm  ju s t as w illin g ly  as they 
w ould a prison  su it.

The p re pa ra tion  o f the d ra ft 
is the gove rnm en t’s w ay o f con­
fessing th a t IT  W IL L  NOT B E  
OUR W AR.

Up to 1917 a ll o f A m e ric a ’s 
w ars w ith  o ther nations were 
fough t by vo lun teers on ly . They 
tr ie d  th a t in  1917 too. H ere was 
the resu lt, as s o rro w fu lly  to ld  
in  a book ca lled  “ A m e ric a ’s 
P a r t in  the W orld  W a r: A H is ­
to ry  o f the F u ll Greatness o f 
O ur C oun try ’s A ch ievem en t” — 
a p a tr io te e rin g  fla g -w a ve r pub 
lished in  1919 w ith  an in tro d u c ­
tion  by G enera liss im o P ersh­
in g :

E n lis tm en ts  were opened a l­
m ost im m e d ia te ly . E v e ry  pos­
sib le  means to a ttra c t a re c ru it 
to the service was used. Wo­
m en pleaded w ith  noon-hour 
crowds a t re c ru it in g  m eetings, 
and the en tire  co u n try  was p las­
te red  w ith  posters u rg in g  m en 
tc en lis t. V o lun teer re c ru it in g  
was not a success in  the U n ited  
States. I t  was as f la t  a fa ilu re  
as i t  had been in  E ng land . We 
la te r p ro fite d  by  E n g la n d ’s ex­
am ple and d ra fte d  m en in to  the 
a rm y , b u t i t  was not u n til we 
had experienced some o f the 
same sym ptom s w h ich  had 
m arked  E n g la n d ’s e n try  in to  
the w a r and a few  subsequent 
m onths th e re a fte r.”

And who w ere the “ p a tr io ts ”  
who volunteered? The authors 
con tinue :

“ F a r fro m  sa tis fac to ry  were 
the re c ru its  obta ined by vo lun­
teer en lis tm en t. M any gave f ic ­
titio u s  names o r addresses 
when they en listed. O thers fa i l ­
ed to re p o rt to  the sta tions to 
w h ich  they had been assigned.”

G eneral P eyton C. M a rch , 
w a r C hief o f S ta ff, lam ented :

“ I t  was the poorest show ing 
A m erica  had ever made in  a ll 
her h is to ry  and m arked  the be­
g inn ing  o f the dow n fa ll o f the 
vo lun teer m ethod o f ra is ing  
a rm ies in  m a jo r w ars in  th is  
c o u n try .”

T h a t was the people’s w ay of 
vo ting  on w a r in  1917. F o r the 
sw ive l-cha ir m i l i t a r i s t s  in  
W ashington, the d ra ft  n a tu ra lly  
goes hand in  hand w ith  th e ir 
opposition to a na tiona l vote of 
the people on entrance in to  the 
w a r.

I f  you can s t i l l  laugh, read 
th is : “ I t  is  in  no sense a con 
sc rip tio n  o f the u n w illin g ; i t  is 
ra th e r selection fro m  a na tion  
w hich has v o l u n t e e r e d  in  
m ass.”

P res ident W ilson said th is  in  
his d ra ft  p roc lam ation .

T H E Y  W IL L  DRAGOON 
A L L  O F US

H ow  about exem ptions fro m  
the d ra ft?

The d ra f t b i l l  is a ll w r itte n  
and is w a itin g  in  R oosevelt’s 
f ile  to be in troduced  in  Congress 
on M -D ay. The on ly  exem ption  
i t  authorizes—besides the V ice- 
P res ident, Congressmen and 
the h ighest fede ra l and state 
o ffic ia ls—is fo r  m em bers o f 
p a c ifis t re lig ious  sects “ IF  the 
conscientious ho ld ing  o f such 
be lie f by  such person sha ll be 
established under such regu la  
tions as the P res ident m a y  p re  
s c r ib e ; b u t no such person sha ll 
be re lieved  fro m  serv ice  in  such 
capac ity  as the P res iden t m ay 
declare to be noncom ba ttan t.’

No one else can be exem pted 
even m ayors, in fe r io r fede ra l 
and state o ffic ia ls , m in is te rs  of 
re lig io n , e tc., not to speak o f 
o rd in a ry  w ork ingm en. A t best, 
i f  the d ra ft  board decides th a t 
they are needed a t home a t 
least a t the m om ent, th e ir  m il  
i ta ry  serv ice  can on ly  be D E ­
F E R R E D . T h is  is a separate 
c lass ifica tion , and can be re ­
voked by decis ion o f the same 
d ra ft board. The board need 
not assign any reason fo r  any 
decision to anyone b u t the P res­
ident.

Canadian War Role Is Lim ited 
Widespread Sentiment Against War

“ A ga ins t a bounding rise  o f p rices w h ich  w ith  
the approach o f w a r w il l  assume an ever m ore  
unb rid led  cha rac te r, one can f ig h t on ly  under the 
slogan of a s lid in g  scale o f wages. T h is  means th a t 
co llec tive  agreem ents should assure an au tom atic  
rise  o f wages in  re la tio n  to  the increase o f p rices 
in  consum er goods.”  (P ro g ra m  o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rn a tio n a l.)

Jail Is Better
In  a recent editorial, we printed a table com 

paring the average weekly diet o f Germans un­
der H itle r’s war-time restrictions w ith that of 
families on relief in New Y ork City, where re­
lie f standards are highest in the country. The 
two diets were about the same. The reliefers get 
between 30 and 32 ounces o f meat per week, as 
against 25 ounces fo r war-blockaded Germany. 
But, according to Time o f September 11, pris­
oners in New Y ork City’s jails get 51 ounces of 
meat a -week. We leave the moral to you.

By C A R L H IC H IN
TORONTO, O nt.—Throughout 

th is  D om in ion  opposition to Ca­
nadian p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the New 
W orld  W ar has continued to 
w iden su ff ic ie n tly  to  m ake P re ­
m ie r K in g  pursue a m ost c ir ­
cuitous route. B u t, as ye t, i t  is  
no t deepening s u ff ic ie n tly  ra p ­
id ly  to p reven t K in g  f in a lly  l in ­
ing  up a c tive ly  w ith  C ham ber! 
la in , and a t th is  m om ent i t  
w ould  appear th a t Canada w il l  
be o ff ic ia lly  com m itted  to w ar 
when the speech fro m  the 
Throne ca rr ie s  in  a few  days.

B u t even then, the ex ten t of 
C anada’s p a rtic ip a tio n  in  actua l 
m ili ta ry  operations w il l  be bu t 
a flea -b ite  com pared w ith  1914- 
1918. There w il l  be no conscrip ­
tion , no r any la rge  exped ition ­
a ry  fo rce . B u t, m ore im p o rta n t, 
the present w ide unorganized 
opposition m ay y e t prove capa­
ble o f becom ing a w e ll organ-, 
ized basic opposition.

When the speech fro m  the 
Throne was read some few  
days ago to the O ttaw a House 
the im pression  was conveyed 
th a t Canada was d e fin ite ly  at 
w a r. I t  was b u t a fee le r. W ith in  
a few  hours P rim e  M in is te r 
K in g  hastened to deny th is  f i r s t  
im pression . M ore  recen tly  he 
has th row n  the whole question 
over to the p a rlia m e n t, and 
been oare fu l to  sketch the  lim its  
o f C anada’s p a rtic ip a tio n  even 
though the upper House (the 
Senate) has unanim ously voted 
fo r  dec la ra tion  of w a r aga inst 
G erm any.
SOCIAL DEM O CRATS 
S P L IT  IN  P A R T IC IP A T IO N

D u rin g  the week the Social 
D em ocra tic  CCF p a rlia m e n ta ry  
caucus s p lit  4 to  3 on the ques­
tion  o f Canadian p a rtic ip a tio n  
in  the w a r. The m in o r ity  was 
aga inst p a rtic ip a tio n . I t  in c lu d ­
ed the CCF na tiona l leader J. 
S. W oodsworth. In  the House 
la te r, W oodsworth exp la ined he 
no longer spoke fo r  the CCF 
group. One o f h is colleagues, 
M . J. C o ldw ell (h ig h ly  S ta lin- 
ized) w ould g ive the group ’s 
v iew s la te r, he said.

C ontinuing, W oodsworth then 
said in  p a rt, “ I f  we are no t a t 
w a r, is  i t  p roper th a t we should 
go in to  w a r w ith o u t any dec la r­
ation? (T ha t is a c tu a lly  Cana­
da ’s present position — C.H.) 
I f  we are capable s t i l l  o f keep­
ing  ou t o f w a r, then I  fo r  one 
w ould ho ld  up both hands to 
keep out o f i t . ”

Theore tica lly ., W oodsworth 
said, Canada was an independ­
ent nation. W hy then should 
Canada be m ade responsible 
fo r  the re su lt o f B r it is h  po licy  
over w h ich  Canada had no con­
tro l w hatever?

Jeers in te rru p te d  fro m  a ll 
sides o f the House, b u t Woods­
w o rth  continued:

“ The greatest con tribu tion  
th a t Canada can m ake to  B r i t ­
a in  is to m a in ta in  fr ie n d ly  re la ­
tions w ith  the U n ited  S tates” . . .  
The com m on people o f Canada 
could ga in  no th ing  by s laugh te r­
ing  the com m on people of o ther 
countries.

MASSES OPPOSE 
W AR  S ER VIC E  
. L a te r the new leader, Cold-
w e ll, sa id C anada’s assistance 
to B r ita in  should be p u re ly  eco­
nom ic and should no t include 
conscrip tion  nor the sending 
abroad o f an exped itionary  
fo rce .

C oldw ell re flec ted  the w est­
e rn  fa rm e r ’s opposition to w a r 
serv ice . He p layed  to the m ost 
reac tio n a ry  fa rm  v iew s, th a t 
w a r m ay mean increased w heat 
p rices. B oth  he and Woods 
w o rth , o b je c tive ly  tr ie d  to tu rn  
in to  safe channels the opposi­
tion  of w estern fa rm e rs  and 
w orkers.

E a r l ie r  a pe tition , signed by  
thousands o f F rench  Canadians 
had been tab led  in  the House. 
In  p a rt i t  read :

‘We, the undersigned electors 
o f Quebec P rov ince , declare 
ourselves ca te g o rica lly  opposed

T h e ir  By James Burnham

Government
You have p robab ly  never heard o f H e rm an  B ras- 

se rt. H is  nam e never appears in  headlines, no r is  
i t  ever lis ted  in  the repo rts  o f in te rn a tio n a l con­
ferences. N evertheless, H e rm an  B ra sse rt is  one o f 
the m ost im p o rta n t m en in  the w o rld , and m illio n s  
upon m illio n s  o f hum an beings are now beginning 
to fee l the e ffec t o f h is  a c tiv itie s .

H erm an  B ra sse rt is  one o f the g rea test l iv in g  
engineers. H is  spec ia lty  is the design and techn i­
ca l o rgan iza tion  o f steel m ills , and a t th is  he has 
no equal.

The g re a t econom ic c r is is  o f the la te  ’20’s began 
in  G rea t B r ita in  severa l years before i t  h i t  the rest 
o f the w orld . The B r it is h  in d u s tr ia lis ts  believed 
th a t they were handicapped by the outm oded tech­
no log ica l cha rac te r, in  com parison w ith  G erm any 
and the U n ited  States, o f m uch o f the equipm ent 
o f th e ir heavy industries . They decided to rem edy 
th is  by a p ro g ra m  o f w ha t was then ca lled  “ ra t io n ­
a liza tio n ” .

B ra sse rt was ca lled  in  as a ch ie f consu ltan t fo r 
the re -m ak ing  o f the steel p lants. F ro m  then on he 
made frequen t tr ip s  to E ng land.

Steel Gets a New Direction
A fte r a sho rt w h ile , how ever, i t  became c le a r to 

B r ita in  th a t the “ ra tio n a liza tio n ”  o f the steel 
p lan ts had a c tu a lly  to  be made the p re p a ra tio n  of 
the steel in d u s try  fo r  w a r, and th a t the whole p roc ­
ess had to be speeded up. Occasional v is its  by 
B rasse rt w ere not enough. The B r it is h  governm ent 
induced h im  to tra n s fe r residence to E ng land , 
where fiv e  years ago, he se ttled  h is  fa m ily  on a 
be a u tifu l estate w h ich  he bought in  the E ng lish  
countrys ide.

The idea th a t B r ita in  began re  a rm a m e n t on ly  
a fte r H it le r  had taken  ove r A u s tria  and was th re a t­
ening Czechoslovakia is a m y th . The fundam en ta l 
p repa ra tions  were fa r  advanced long before V ienna 
fe l l .

B ra sse rt d id  his w o rk  w e ll. The B r it is h  steel in ­
d u s try  is  re-located, reorganized and re-equipped. 
I t  is  sp e c ifica lly  and a d m ira b ly  adapted fo r  tu rn ­
ing  ou t the m a x im u m  q u a n tity  o f the m ost de­
s tru c tive  im p lem en ts  so fa r  devised by hum an in ­
genu ity .

A New Assignment

ers, is the la rges t mass o rgan i­
zation con tro lled  by the “ Com­
m u n is t P a rty  o f C anada.”  The 
reception g iven the 4th In te rn a ­
tio n a lis t was exceeding ly en­
courag ing. Those who heard 
h im  were a ll “ C P ”  m em bers, 
a t least u n til the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact.

So fa r  the O ttaw a governm ent 
has hesita ted to s tr ik e  a t the o r­
ganized opposition. The a tto r­
ney genera l o f O n ta rio , appa r­
e n tly  a la rm ed  a t the “ la ck  of 
lo y a lty  abroad”  is p lead ing  fo r  
a crush ing  of the p o lit ic a l labo r 
m ovem ent. He has n o t y e t re ­
ceived the fede ra l a u th o rity . 
E ven  the boss da ilies  are d riven  
to p rin tin g  stories o f house­
w ives ’ opposition to ra p id ly  in ­
creased food p rices — b u tte r is 
up 25 per cent; o ther tab le  com ­
m odities about the same f ig ­
u re ; sgar d if f ic u lt  to get.

Thousands are in te n t on dodg­
ing  w a r service by m a rria g e . 
E ffo rts  a t p a tr io tic  dem onstra­
tions, etc., are fo r  the m ost p a rt 
rece ived coo lly .
A N T I - S E M IT IS M  
G RO W ING  R A P ID L Y

There  is one ve ry  dangerous 
developm ent how ever—a ra p id  
g row th  in  an ti-S em itism . In  one 
loca l a rm o ry  the re  is posted a 
s ign to the e ffe c t th a t o u t o f 
2.000 re c ru its  on ly  2 w ere Jews. 
An e ffo r t is  being made to  u t i l ­
ize such a lleged fac ts  to w h ip  
up a p a rt ic u la r ly  v ic ious c ru  
sade aga inst the Jews. Th is  
needs the im m ed ia te  a tten tion  
o f labor.

B u t aga in  on the m ore p rom
to any p a rtic ip a tio n  in  a E u ro -.is in g  s ide: the Toronto Trades
pean w a r. . . . We refuse to sac- and La b o r Council (h ig h ly  S tai
r if ic e  our m ost v ita l in terests 
to the pe tty  in te rests and ex ig ­
encies of in te rn a tio n a l h igh  f i ­
nance and the m anu fac tu re rs  of 
a rm am ents  . . . ”

W ith in  a few  hours a curb 
was p laced on even the v e ry  se­
lec tive  re c ru it in g  th a t had been 
ta k in g  place. R e c ru itin g  in  On 
ta r io  is now reported  ha lted , a l­
though A ir  Fo rce  m em bers 
have been and are being sent 
to Europe.

B u t o f deeper im m ed ia te  po­
l it ic a l s ign ificance  is  the fo llo w ­
in g : A couple o f days ago a 
fa ir ly  la rge  group o f the low er 
m idd le  leadersh ip  of the U L F  
T A  asked a p ro m in e n t 4th In ­
te rn a tio n a lis t to  u n o ffic ia lly  ex 
press h is  v iew s to them . The 
U L F T A , composed o f Canadian 
U k ra in ia n  w orkers and fa rm

inized) has had to change its  
position s lig h tly , due undoubt­
ed ly to rank  and f i le  sentim ent. 
A t f i r s t  its  heads declared fu l l  
hog fo r B r it is h  im p e ria lis m . A t 
the la s t m eeting  the Council 
edged back and w ithhe ld  a ll 
statem ents on p o licy  “ u n til the 
position  of the governm ent is 
made know n .”

Am ongst a ll these trends, Ca 
nad ian  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  
continue to be active  to the u t­
m ost now  p rac ticab le . Condi 
tions p reven t a re c ita l o f those 
a c tiv itie s . B u t i t  can be said 
than in  Canada, r ig h t now , pas 
sive opposition increases. As i t  
does so the o ppo rtun ity  to  
change i t  in to  a m ore dynam ic 
force m ost c e rta in ly  is  n o t les 
sened. N or is th a t oppo rtun ity  
being ignored

W hile  B ra sse rt was w o rk in g  in  E ng land , H it le r  
conquered and consolidated pow er in  G erm any.

The G erm an in d u s tr ia lis ts  w ere also faced w ith  
the p rob lem  o f the reorgan iza tion  o f heavy indus­
t r y ,  and fro m  the beginn ing  they  w ere c le a r about 
the purpose o f reo rgan iza tion : fo r  w a r, Through 
the N azi F o u r Y ea r P lan , they  proposed to b rin g  
a ll ex is ting  p lan ts  and m ills  to  the h ighest techn i­
ca l e ffic ie n cy , and to add new w orks o f a surpass­
ing  o rder. In  p a rt ic u la r, they w ished to b u ild  the 
g rea test steel p la n t in  the w o rld : the  H erm ann 
G oering W orks.

There was one m an w hom  they w anted fo r  the 
job  in  s tee l: H e rm an  B rasse rt. A nd they  go t h im . 
In  add ition  to his E ng lish  estate, he ren ted  a 
sp lendid  a p a rtm e n t in  B e r lin ; and eve ry  week he 
shu ttled  back and fo r th  by a irp lane  between the 
two nations.

The H erm ann  G oering W orks arose in  record  
tim e , the fu l l  flo w e r o f eng ineering  a rt.

W hat a consolation i t  should be to  the so ld iers 
fa c in g  each o the r fro m  the  M ag ino t and L im es  
L ines ! No fa v o r it is m  in  th is  w a r! They can each 
know  th a t the tanks w h ich  crush them , the planes 
th a t h u r l destruction  on them , the shells w hich 
te a r th e ir guts ap a rt, a re  on both sides a like  the 
ve ry  fin e s t p roducts o f the v e ry  h ighest s k ill.  And 
a ll o f them  are tu rned  ou t w ith  the tra d e m a rk  of 
the one suprem e a rtis t.

B u t, you ask, d id  no t the tw o governm ents and 
the tw o sets o f in d u s tr ia lis ts  o b je c t to  B ra sse rt’s 
double duties? I f  you ask th is  question, you have 
s t i l l  a lo t  to lea rn . Business is business; and p a tr i­
o tism  is also business. D u rin g  th is  same pe riod  i t  
was B r ita in  w h ich  supplied the g rea te r p a r t o f the 
coal and ore w h ich  b u ilt  and extended and fed 
K ru p p  and Stinnes and the H erm ann  G oering 
W orks. And, a fte r a ll,  should no t a B r it is h  so ld ie r 
be fa r  happ ie r to be to rn  to pieces b y  steel fo rged 
out o f exc lus ive ly  E m p ire  products?

I t  was th is  same B rasse rt, by  the w ay, who was 
f i r s t  o ffe red  the job  (w h ich  he f in a lly  re fused) of 
b u ild ing  M agnetogorsk. And i t  was he who was 
ch ie f consu ltan t in  b u ild in g  the  g re a t steel p la n t 
ordered by  K e m a l A ta tu rk —the com ple tion  o f 
w h ich  task has g iven T u rke y  a new w e ig h t among 
the neutra ls .

How to Get on in the World
So fa r , a ll was w e ll w ith  B rasse rt. B u t, when w a r 

was declared you w ould  th in k  th a t he w ould  have 
found h im se lf in  som eth ing  o f a ja m , and w ould  
have been bound to end in  e ithe r a B r it is h  o r a 
G erm an concentra tion  cam p. B u t such thoughts, 
too, fo rg e t th a t business is  business.

B rasse rt was born  in  G erm any, b u t long ago he 
became a c itizen  o f the good, o ld  U .S .A . And you 
m ay be sure th a t h is  years o f European residence 
d id  no t lead h im  to g ive  up h is  U.S. c itizensh ip . 
The “ m a in  o ff ic e ”  o f h is f i r m  continued to  be lo ­
cated p a tr io t ic a lly  in  Chicago.

So, fo u r days a fte r the w a r began, B ra sse rt and 
his fa m ily  stepped o ff the Queen M a ry  to the  un ­
bombed and unbom bable docks o f N ew Y o rk  C ity .

There  is w o rk  s t i l l  to  be done! The steel in d u s try  
of th is  coun try  is a lready , fro m  a techn ica l s tand­
po in t, p rim e d  fo r  the w a r. B u t the re  are la s t m in ­
ute changes and rev is ions and im provem en ts  to 
be tended to, so th a t we m a y  a ll be con fiden t th a t 
the death w h ich  is “ Made in  A m e ric a ”  w i l l  be 
m ore sure and ce rta in  and te r r ib le  than  any a lien 
death.

H . N . B ra ils fo rd , B r it is h  L a b o rite , w rites  in  the 
New R epublic , Septem ber 13, th a t the S ta lin -H itle r 
p a c t “ was ««vio la tion o f p ub lic  m o ra lity  fo r  w h ich  
no th ing in  the record  o f the Sovie t U nion has p re ­
pared us .”  W here ’s he been a ll these years?

D r. E aton M . M ackay of Los Angeles says the 
m an who puts aw ay a b ig  m ea l, loosens h is  b e lt 
and sighs w ith  sa tis fac tion , w asn ’t  feed ing his 
stom ach a t a ll b u t a section o f h is  b ra in  the Size 
o f a fin g e rn a il. He sa id  th a t the appetite  is con­
tro lle d  by  a b ra in  segm ent w e igh ing  about one- 
e igh th  o f an ounce. R e lie f c lien ts  w il l  note w ith  in ­
te res t the theo ry  th a t th e y ’re  no t hung ry—th e y  Just 
th in k  they  are.

Knowing That The People Do Not Want War, That They 
Will Not Volunteer to Lay Down Their Lives for Boss Profits, 
The War Deal Government Has Readied Its Draft Machinery


