
Why Is Russia Mobilizing?... By Leon Trotsky
Not Even the 
Krem lin Knows!

Three -  Times -  a -  Week

M oscow m obilizes and everybody asks h im se lf, aga inst 
whom ? B u t a t the p resent m om ent even the K re m lin  doesn’t  
know . One th ing  is  c le a r: the G erm an-Soviet agreem ent fa c il i­
ta ted  the de feat o f P o land, b u t d id n ’t  a t a ll guarantee the Soviet 
U n ion ’s n e u tra lity . The Po lish  a rm y  proved to  be w eaker than  
m any supposed. Now in  P a ris  and London, undoubtedly, the 
people are looking  a t the G erm an a rm y ’s approach to the  Sovie t 
border w ith  in te re s t and w ith o u t excessive a la rm . The fr ie n d ­
ship o f S ta lin  and H it le r  needs d istance. The com plete defeat 
of P o land can prove fa ta l to  the G erm an-Soviet agreem ent. H a v ­
ing  se ttled  down on the borders of the U kra in e  and W hite  Rus­
sia, H it le r  w il l  propose to S ta lin  to g ive a m ore  active  cha rac te r 
to h is  new  “ fr ie n d s h ip ” . S im ultaneously, he can tu rn  to P a ris  
and London w ith  a p roposition  to g ive the G erm an a rm y  an op­
p o rtu n ity  to  m arch  fa r th e r east, and w il l  show com plete w illin g ­
ness to bind h im se lf, a t the same tim e , no t to ra ise the question 
o f colonies fo r  tw e n ty -five  or f i f t y  years (H it le r  g la d ly  exchanges 
tim e  fo r  space). U nder the pressure o f double b la ckm a il S ta lin  
w il l  have to m ake a de fin ite  choice. In  v iew  of th is  c r it ic a l 
m om en t’s approach, the  K re m lin  is m ob iliz ing . In  o rde r to m a in ­
ta in  both poss ib ilities , the Moscow rad io  sta tions are g iv in g  news 
in tlie  Russian language favo rab le  to the W estern dem ocracies, 
and in  the G erm an language favo rab le  to  G erm any. I t  is  d i f f i ­
c u lt to  im ag ine  a m ore sym bo lic  expression o f the K re m lin ’s 
double dea ling  p o lit ics  and o f S ta lin ’s personal cha rac te r. In  
w ha t w ay is th is  double dea ling  going to be solved?

Long War Dangerous to H itler
S ta lin  understands w hat even ex-K a ise r W ilhe lm  understood: 

nam ely , th a t w ith  a prolonged w a r H it le r  is  headed tow a rd  a 
g rea t catastrophe. B u t the whole question is  one of tim e  lim its  
and tem po. On the road to the abyss H it le r  can not on ly  crush 
Poland, bu t he can g ive the Soviet U nion such blows as to cost 
the K re m lin  o lig a rch y  th e ir  heads. And those gentlem en value 
th e ir  heads above eve ry th ing . F o r th e ir  sa lva tion  they can be 
com pelled to go fa r th e r on the road w ith  H it le r  than they wanted 
a t the m om ent the pact was concluded.

As an obstacle on th is  road there  is, i t  is  true , the extrem e 
unp o p u la rity  am ong the masses o f the a lliance  w ith  fasc ism . 
M olo tov re fe rre d  to i t  recen tly  in  his la tes t speech when he com- 
pained th a t the “ s im p lifie d  propaganda”  ( th a t is , the C om in­
te rn ’s propaganda o f yesterday aga inst fasc ism ) gave b ir th  even 
in  the Soviet U nion to d iscontent w ith  a G erm an-Soviet com bina­
tion . The above m entioned rad io  news in  the R ussian language 
tes tifie s  to th is  fa c t. B u t S ta lin  expects to m aste r p ub lic  opin ion 
in  h is own coun try  by fu r th e r purges: the e n m ity  o f the Russian 
w orke rs  and peasants, un like  the e nm ity  o f H it le r ,  is  no t ye t 
a rm ed. Thus, hav ing  s ta rted  as H it le r ’s q u a rte rm as te r, S ta lin  
can become his ha lf-p risone r and a lly .
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B u t ca n ’t  the K re m lin  com plete a new sharp tu rn , b reak ing  
the S ovie t-G erm an agreem ent and th ro w in g  its e lf a t the la s t 
m om ent aga inst H it le r?  F o r th is  there  w ould be necessary, o f 
course, serious m ili ta r y  successes by F rance and E ng land  in  the 
next period, p lus a ra d ic a l change o f the n e u tra lity  law  in  the 
U n ited  States. B u t the K re m lin  w ould h a rd ly  en te r an open w a r 
aga inst H it le r  even in  th is  case. H owever, the concen tra tion  o f 
s ig n if ic a n t forces on the w estern  border w ould p e rm it S ta lin  to 
re je c t H it le r ’s abso lute ly  inev itab le  new demands.

To connect the question o f the d ire c tio n  o f Moscow p o lit ics  
w ith  the ideas o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk ing  class, w ith  the tasks 
o f soc ia lism , w ith  the p rinc ip les  o f dem ocracy, e t ce tera , can 
on ly be done by com p le te ly  ig n o ra n t babblers o r by pa id  agents 
of the  K re m lin . In  re a lity , Moscow p o lit ics  is exc lus ive ly  de te r­
m ined by the ru lin g  o lig a rc h y ’s s trugg le  fo r  se lf-p reserva tion . 
The K re m lin ’s choice of roads w il l  be de term ined by the m a te ­
r ia l in te rre la tio n  o f fo rces o f both cam ps and by the m a rch  of 
m ili ta r y  operations in  the n e x t weeks. I t  is  be tte r no t to  say the 
"cho ice  o f roads” , b u t the d irec tion  o f the n e x t zig-zag.

L E O N  TR O TSKY
Coyoacan, D .F .
September 11, 1939

Behind the Lines
By G EO RG E S T E R N .

S ta lin  has m oved m ore than 
a m illio n  troops to the Po lish  
and R um an ian  fro n tie rs  and 
the whole w o rld  is  w ondering 
w hy

The b lack  line  o f the N azi ad' 
vance th rough  P oland is m o r 
ing  lik e  la va  across the land. I t  
has a lready  subm erged the in' 
d u s tr ia l h e a rt o f P o land and a t 
th is  w r it in g  the G erm ans are 
c la im in g  e n try  in to  the ou t­
s k irts  o f Lw ow , ca p ita l o f the 
P o lish  U kra ine , on ly 100 m iles  
fro m  the  Soviet fro n tie r. W hat 
is going to happen when the 
lava  cu rls  s team ing up against 
S ta lin ’s borders?

T ro tsky  says he does no t be­
lieve  the K re m lin  its e lf is  sure 
o f the answ er to th is  question 
The on ly  c e rta in  th in g  we have 
to go on is  S ta lin ’s fe a r fu l de 
te rm in a tio n  no t to  le t h im se lf 
be d raw n  in to  a w a r th a t he 
knows w il l  m ean h is end and 
the end o f h is ru lin g  c lique. 
S ta lin ’s union w ith  H it le r  was a 
shotgun w edding and is conse­
quen tly  destined to be ne ithe r 
b liss fu l no r long-lived . T h a t is 
w hy the approach o f H it le r ’s 
hordes to the R ussian fro n tie r 
has the whole w o rld  guessing.

Is  H it le r ’s w edd ing  g if t  to  h is 
fr igh tened  b ride  going to be a 
s lice  o f the P o lish  U kra ine?  Or 
is  he going to begin, even a t

on ly aga inst adversaries who 
are helpless. He m ay use h is 
bayonets aga inst the P o lish  re f­
ugees who seek haven in  h is 
dom ain, bu t th is  co lum n ’s guess 
is th a t when the G erm an troops 
reach the f i r s t  R ussian outposts 
they w il l  m ore  lik e ly  be greeted 
w ith  respectfu l salutes and con^ 
g ra tu la tions  fo r the speedy and 
e ffic ie n t com ple tion  o f the d rive  
across ‘Poland.

W ith  the conquest o f Poland 
H it le r  w il l  have o ther means of 
keeping h is new axis p a rtn e r in 
a state of perpetua l tre p id a tio n  
I t  is  no accident th a t p rec ise ly  
a t th is  tim e  reports  a re  reap 
pea ring  concern ing the a c tiv ity  
o f  n a tio n a lis t propagandists 
am ong the people o f the Po lish  
U kra ine . I f  the N azi-Soviet pact 
d id  con ta in  secre t p rovis ions 
fo r  p a rce llin g  ou t Poland, H it ­
le r  w il l  be handing ove r .to his 
fr ie n d  in  the K re m lin  a he a v ily  
charged bomb. R esurgent U k 
ra in ia n  na tiona lism  can and 
w il l  have consequences ju s t as 
explosive fo r  H it le r  as fo r  S tal 
in , b u t H it le r ’s whole da ring  
s tra te g y  is based upon p lay ing  
w ith  dynam ite , a game in  
w h ich  S ta lin  cannot a ffo rd  to 
jo in .

S ta lin  has s trang led  the  SovI 
e t U kra ine  and earned the 
sm ou ldering  ha tred  o f the Uk'

th is  e a rly  date, to  show her who j ra in ia n  peasantry. Any fuse 
is m aste r in  th is  cha rne l house?! touched o ff in  the P o lish  U k-

One guess is th a t H it le r  w il l  
keep r ig h t on m arch ing . B u t i f  
he does he w il l  g re a tly  oblige 
the F rench  and B r it is h  by c re ­
a ting  a re a l eastern fro n t. 
There w il l  be p len ty  o f H it le r-  
S ta lin  double - crossing before 
the w o rld  sees d a y lig h t, b u t i t  
is  no t lik e ly  to  take  the fo rm  of 
a Sovie t-G erm an clash a t th is  
stage o f the  gam e. H it le r  w o n 't 
choose th is  pa th  because fo r  the 
tim e  be ing he has too m uch  to 
ga in  fro m  Soviet “ n e u tra lity .”  

S ta lin  c e rta in ly  w on’t  choose 
K because he w illin g ly  fig h ts

ra ine  w il l  reach charges la id  
deep in  the Soviet U kra in e  by 
S ta lin  h im se lf. The spectre of 
a surge tow ard  the crea tion  of 
an independent, un ited  U kra ine  
undoubtedly haunts the K re m  
l in  these uneasy n igh ts. T ha t 
m ay be w hy S ta lin  has sent a 
m illio n  m en to the border and 
th a t m ay also be w hy H it le r  
greets th is  m ove w ith  ev ident 
sa tis faction .

F o r a double cross on a 
g rande r scale by e ithe r p a rty  
to  th is  unho ly  union, conditions 
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N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , Sept. 13— 
Despite o rders fro m  T am m any 
w ard  heelers to th e ir  support­
ers to block the an ti-w a r cam ­
paign o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  and p reven t i t  fro m  ob­
ta in in g  the num ber o f s igna­
tures necessary to p lace cand i­
dates M ax Shachtm an o f the 
B ronx  ad George L ym a n  Paine 
of M anhattan  on the b a llo t fo r  
the com ing C ouncilm an ic elec 
tions, canvassers re p o rt steady 
progress in  f i l l in g  out the nom  
m ating  pe titions.
' In  the B ronx  yesterday 300 
signatures were obta ined in  less 
than an hour and a h a lf by can­
vassers o f the B ro n x  branch. 
People not m em bers o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  bu t sym ­
pa the tic  to  its  a n ti-w a r cam  
paign, reports  M a x  M ont, o r­
gan izer o f the B ro n x  branch, 
are  g iv in g  the m ost encourag­
ing  help in  o rd e r to insure  the 
appearance o f M a x  Shachtm an 
on the b a llo t in  th e ir  borough of 
the B ronx .

Needle Trades Respond
In  M anhattan  the w o rke rs  in  

the needles trades in d u s try  are 
g iv in g  the cam paign a p a rtic u ­
la r ly  w a rm  w elcom e. They are 
fa m il ia r  w ith  the successful an­
ti-fa sc is t d rives  o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a r ty  a t M adison 
Square G arden on F e b ru a ry  20 
and in  U nion Square on A ugust 
19 when the Coughlin ites th re a t­
ened an invasion . Canvassers 
fo r  George L ym a n  Paine re p o rt 
th a t those who s ign the nom in ­
a ting  p e titio n  g ree t them  sym ­
p a th e tica lly  on the streets when 
they chance to m eet la te r, and 
lend a hand in  securing  m ore 
s ignatures.

'  A .L .P . S ilent 
M eanw hile  the p o licy  o f s i l­

ence on the p a r t o f leaders o f 
(Continued on Page 2)

A ct of War Seen in 
His Statement on 
Defense of Canada

Sole Function of Congress W ill Be to Put 
Rubber-Stamp on Presidential Decrees— 
Repeal of Arms Embargo Certain

Having stacked all the cards, in open defiance o f law, the 
Constitution and the w ill o f the people, by his decree declar­
ing a “ limited state o f national emergency”  and by his un­
paralleled proclamation that the United States w ill defend 
Canada in its war against Germany, Franklin Roosevelt on 
Wednesday summoned the Special Session o f Congress to 
meet on September 21st.

The war-mongering Roosevelt administration, rushing 
headlong toward direct m ilitary intervention, has decided not 
merely to deprive the people o f any voice on the issue o f the 
war. Following the example o f the totalitarian democrats o f

Brita in and France, Roosevelt 
is determined also to reduce

A  Manifesto-

PACKINGHOUSE 
WORKERS WANT 
ACTION POLICY

To the Oppressed Peoples o f  
Latin America,  A s i a ,  A fr ic a !

CIO JOBLESS 
UNION FORMED 
AT CONFERENCE

By W IL L IA M  SIMM ONS
CHICAGO — E v e r since the 

Packinghouse W orkers O rgan iz­
ing  C o m m i t t e e  delegation, 
headed by Van B ittn e r, p resent­
ed its  appeal to the S ecre ta ry  of 
Labo r in  W ashington, i t  has 
been c lea r th a t fu r th e r moves 
in  negotiations w ith  the packers 
w ould be m ore  close ly re la ted  
to the clean atm osphere o f the 
na tiona l a d m in is tra tio n  b u ild ­
ings than to the ill-s m e llin g  re ­
cesses o f the stockyards.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the young 
union, i t  has the reby also pe r­
m itte d  its e lf to be m aneuvered 

n t o  w e a k e r  ground. Its  
s treng th  lies in  the yards. There 
the w orkers fee l the p inch o f 
th e ir  m oun ting  grievances, and 
they have shown on m ore  than  
one occasion th a t one ounce o f 
action  brings q u icke r resu lts  

(Continued on Page 3)

Before even a generation has passed, E u ­
rope is aga in  a t w a r! The im p e r ia lis t beasts 
are a t la rg e  again, anxious to devour, in  thp.’ r  
g reedy fe ro c ity , a ll the riches o f c iv iliza tio n  
and a ll o f h u m a n ity  its e lf. T h is  once m ore  con­
f irm s  the precis ion o f the L e n in is t descrip tion  
o f our epoch as the epoch o f w ars and revo lu ­
tions.

The Ang lo-F ranco-Po lish  im p e r ia lis t bandits 
on the one hand, and the G erm an im p e ria lis t 
bandits on the o ther, are however, on ly  the 
outposts o f the w o rld  catastrophe th a t has a l­
ready begun. A ll  o f h u m a n ity  stands on the 
b rin k  o f the abyss. N oth ing  can save us fro m  
destruction  and a re tu rn  to savage b e s tia lity , 
except the re vo lt o f the peoples against th e ir  
c a p ita lis t governm ents.

No p a rt o f the w o rld  w il l  be spared by the 
w a r. M usso lin i stands on guard , a w a iting  the 
developm ent o f the s itua tion  and w e igh ing  the 
p rice  o ffe red  h im  by the A ng lo -F rench  cap i­
ta lis ts  on one side and the G erm an cap ita lis ts  
on the o ther fo r  the sale o f the Ita lia n  people. 
As a lw ays, the B a lka n  peoples w il l  be the can­
non-fodder o f the b ig  im p e ria lis t powers.

Roosevelt W ill Plunge Us into War
O nly those who w ish to deceive them selves 

w il l  be deceived: there  is no t a corner on the 
surface o f the globe th a t w il l  be spared by the 
w ar. The “ assurances”  o f peace by the U n ited  
States can foo l no one. A m erica , w hether i t  be 
N orth , C en tra l o r South, is no t a w o rld  apart. 
Roosevelt c y n ic a lly  lies, and the puppet gov­
ernm ents of L a tin  A m e rica  echo th e ir  m a s te r’s 
lie , when they assert th a t the W estern H e m i­
sphere is n ’t  Europe bu t is a continent o f peace 
and dem ocracy.

I t  is  not true . The Yankee im p e r ia lis t sharp ­
ens his teeth, fe ve r ish ly  prepares h is weapons 
and aw aits  on ly  the opportune m om ent to 
th ro w  h im se lf in to  the f ig h t to overcom e a ll 
his r iv a ls . The whole w o rld  w il l  then be b u t a 
s ingle red-hot fu rnace . The f ire  w il l  extend 
fro m  Europe to Asia , fro m  A laska  to P a ta ­
gonia.

Roosevelt w il l  change his dem ocra tic  sm ile

to the bellicose sna rl o f the beast excited  by 
the odor o f blood and carnage. The state o f 
em ergency a lready  decreed in  the U n ited  step Y to  set up Y p e rm a n -  
States creates the necessary conditions fo r

Delegates a t Seven 
State Meet Oppose 
F.D.R. W ar Plans

Congress

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A pp eal) 
P IT T S B U R G H , Sept. 10—D el 

egates fro m  CIO-W PA unions in  
seven states m e t here ove r the 
weekend, a t the c a ll o f the 
U n ited  P ro je c t W orkers O rgan­
iz ing  C om m ittee  o f the CIO, to

snu ffing  ou t in  advance eve ry  c r it ic a l voice, 
eve ry  m an ifes ta tion  o f d is tru s t o f the m i l i ta r ­
is t and p ro -w ar p o licy  o f W ashington. New as­
tro n o m ica l sums are being sw allow ed up in  
p reparations fo r  w a r; new  w orks are opening 
to m anu fac tu re  m ore  engines o f destruction  
n ig h t and day; the w a r p ro fitee rs  are a lready  
lic k in g  th e ir  chops in  expectation o f the p ro fits  
they w il l  d ra w  fro m  the s laugh te r o f m illio n s  
o f m en. The pow er o f an ti-dem ocra tic  repres­
sion m u ltip lie s  fro m  day to day. R oosevelt’s 
general s ta ff prepares to c a ll a m illio n  m en to 
the fla g  im m e d ia te ly , w h ile  a w a itin g  the trans  
fo rm a tio n  o f L a tin  A m e rica  in to  a source o f 
supplies and a ba rracks  a t the exclusive se rv­
ice o f Yankee im p e ria lism .
Roosevelt Gives Orders to 
Latin America

W ashington is a lready  ca llin g  the govern 
m ents o f L a tin  A m e rica  together a t Panam a 
to d ic ta te  to them  w ha t sha ll be th e ir conduct 
in  the present in te rn a tio n a l s itua tion . The P an­
am a Conference is the continuation  o f the com ­
edy o f L im a . Authorized by the so-called 
“ D e c la ra tio n ”  o f L im a , the Yankee im p e ria l­
ists are ta k in g  the f i r s t  steps in  the m ob iliza ­
tion  o f the oppressed people o f L a tin  A m e rica  
to lead them  to the slaughter-house o f w a r.

A lre a d y  the watch-dogs o f the im p e ria lis ts , 
th e ir  m ost fa ith fu l lackeys in  the mass m ove­
m ents, begin to ye lp . Such a w atch-dog is L o m ­
bardo Toledano, in  M exico , who c y n ic a lly  ap 
peals to the L a tin -A m e rica n  masses to support 
R oosevelt’s w a r p o licy  and the “ d e m o cra tic ”  
im p e ria lis ts , th a t is : C ham berla in -D a lad ie r & 
Co., oppressors o f the enslaved peoples o f In ­
d ia , o f Indo-C hina, o f the fiv e  continents.
Pacifists Serve the Imperialists

In  th is  tra g ic  hour, when guns are decid ing, 
the h u m a n ita ria n  verb iage  o f the pac ifis ts  is  
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ent In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  o f W PA 
and P ro je c t W orkers.

A nti-R ooseve lt R esolutions
The conference adopted s ig ­

n ific a n t reso lu tions opposing 
R oosevelt’s w a r p lans and de­
nouncing the A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
persecution o f the M inneapo lis  
W PA s tr ike rs .

C alled a t the in it ia t iv e  o f P h il­
ip  M u rra y , C IO vice-president, 
the conference—w ith  35 dele­
gates fro m  P ennsy lvan ia , A la ­
bam a, M a ry la n d , I l l in o is , M ich ­
igan, W est V irg in ia  and Ohio, 
representing  steel, coal, rubbe r 
and auto areas—m a y possib ly 
mean th a t John L . Lew is  is  p re ­
p a ring  to w ipe ou t the W orkers 
A lliance  in  an a n ti-S ta lin is t o f­
fensive.

The conference recom m ended 
th a t the CIO na tiona l council 
set up a nation-w ide W PA or 
gan ization as an in te rn a tio n a l 
c h a rte r loca l bodies.

Genora Johnson, representing  
the W PA and U nem ployed A u x ­
i l ia r y  o f the U AW -CIO o f F lin t, 
M ich igan , led the f ig h t fo r  a 
m ili ta n t a n ti-w a r stand, and 
succeeded in  c a rry in g  the reso­
lu tions  unan im ously.

Oppose A rm am en ts  
Supplem enting the general 

an ti-w a r reso lu tion  and g iv in g  
i t  l ife  by a tta ck in g  a rm am en t 
appropria tions, a reso lu tion  on 
flood con tro l demanded th a t 
Congress "a p p ro p ria te  funds 
not fo r  a rm am ents  fo r  the  de­
s tru c tio n  o f l ife , b u t fo r  flood 
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to the function o f 
approving steps which have 
been taken beforehand by ex­
ecutive decree.

The plain fact o f the mat­
ter is that Roosevelt’s state­
ment on the defense o f Cana­
da is an act o f war. Canada 
has declared w a r aga inst G er­
m any. Roosevelt has no tified  
the w o rld  th a t the  a rm ed forces 
o f the U n ited  States w il l  defend 
Canada aga inst its  declared 
enem y. B y  such a m ove, Roose- 

Iv e lt  drops even the pretense o f '  
n e u tra lity .

B y  w ha t r ig h t, by w ha t au­
th o r ity , does Roosevelt usurp 
the pow er to co m m it the U n ited  
States to w ar?

Roosevelt’s S tra tegy P la in  
R oosevelt’s cam pa ign  to rush 

the co u n try  in to  the w a r w ith in  
the shortest possible tim e  is 
m oving  fa s t and s tra ig h t tow ard  
its  goal. H is  s tra te g y  becomes 
p la in e r eve ry  day.

D u rin g  the f i r s t  tw o  weeks, 
by h is  own acts as head o f the 
governm ent, he lines up the 
U n ited  States on the side o f A n­
g lo -F rench  im p e ria lis m . A t the 
same tim e , h is subordinates 
s ta r t a how ling  w ar-m ongering  
cam pa ign  th roughou t the coun­
try .

R ubber-S tam p Congress
Then, w ith  the fundam enta l 

d ire c tio n  tow ard  the w a r estab­
lished in  advance, he ca lls  Con­
gress together to rubber-s tam p 
the moves a lready  taken and to 
m ake the nex t g ia n t steps.

In  p a rt ic u la r, he demands 
and w il l  get fro m  Congress re ­
peal o f the a rm s em bargo. The 
Senate iso la tion is ts , led by B o r­
ah, fee ling  the pressure o f the 
a n ti-w a r sentim ents o f the peo­
ple, announce th a t they w il l  
f ig h t to re ta in  the em bargo. 
B o rah  expressed the e n tire ly  
co rre c t be lie f th a t repea l o f the 
em bargo, coupled w ith  the A d­
m in is tra t io n ’s genera l conduct 
o f fo re ig n  re la tions , " w i l l  inev­
ita b ly  b rin g  us in to  the w a r .”  

Iso la tion is ts  W ill Collapse 
N evertheless, any re liance  on 

the iso la tion is ts  to  b lock Roose­
v e lt ’s w a r m oves w ould be uto­
p ian . The iso la tion is ts  are 
them selves p a tr io ts  o f the f i r s t  
w a te r, advocates 'o f  an ever 

(Continued from  Page 2)



S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1939

Jobless Union Formed at Seven State CIO  
Conference Takes Stand Against W ar Deal

FOR A GENUINE LABOR STAND 
AGAINST THE WAR-MAKERS

Also Denounces Per­
secution of Minnea­
polis WPA Strikers

The te x t o f the an ti-w a r reso lu tion adopted by the P ittsb u rg h  
conference o f the CIO U n ited  P ro je c t W orkers O rgan iz ing  Com­
m ittee  fo llow s In fu l l :

W H ER E AS : the w a r being waged in  Europe m ay w e ll be­
come another bloody carnage of w o rld  destruction  and

W H E R E A S : deta iled  plans ex is t fo r the em ascu la tion  and
s tif l in g  of a ll labo r organizations d u rin g  w ar, embodied in  the 
A rm y  M -D ay plans w h ich  are to be rushed th rough  Congress 
im ed ia te ly  upon A m e ric a ’s e n try  in to  the w a r;

A N D  W H E R E A S : the w orkers  have been g iven the lesson 
fro m  the la s t w o rld  c o n flic t th a t labo r has eve ry th ing  to lose and 
noth ing  to ga in  fro m  w a r;

A N D  W H E R E A S : i f  the A m erican  w orke rs  are to keep out
o f the  in te rn a tio n a l s laughter, they m ust stand un ited  aga inst 
any and a ll w ars  waged by in te rn a tio n a l p ro fitee rs  and concen­
tra te  th e ir  forces upon so lv ing  the prob lem s of the em ployed 
and unem ployed w orke rs  in  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  econom ic se cu rity ;

A N D  W H ER E AS : the Nye m unitions In ve s tig a tin g  C om m it­
tee exposed th a t the p ro fits  o f the M erchants o f D eath, the  m anu­
fa c tu re rs , are the on ly  m otives w h ich  fo rce  us in to  w a rs :

T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O LV E D : T h a t the U n ited  P ro je c t 
W orkers o f the CIO, m eeting  in  conference in  P ittsb u rg h  Sep­
tem ber 9th and 10th, ca lls  upon John L . Lew is  and W illia m  
G reen, and o ther o ffic ia ls  o f the CIO and A F L  to  recognize the 
deadly seriousness o f the th re a t to organize la b o r as incorpo­
ra ted  in  the M -D ay p lans, and to do a ll in  th e ir  power to  keep 
labor un ited  in  a genuine stand aga inst W ar.

(See e d ito r ia l, page 4 o f th is  issue)

IN DEFENSE OF PERSECUTED 
MINNEAPOLIS WPA STRIKERS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
con tro l in  a il areas needed fo r 
the preserva tion  of l i fe . ”

The reso lu tion  supporting  the 
M i n n e a p o l i s  W PA s tr ike rs  
stressed the vic ious ro le o f A t 
to rney G eneral M u rp h y ’s ag­
ents and demanded the a cq u it­
ta l of a ll defendants.

Jack G r it t ie  o f Newcastle, 
Pa., was cha irm an  of the con­
ference and F red  C arrenno of 
P ittsb u rg h  was secre ta ry . Both  
are now serv ing  as o ffice rs  of 
the P ro je c t W orkers O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee. A na tiona l co m m it­
tee was elected to c a rry  on the 
w ork.

As ye t i t  is Im possib le to 
judge w hether Lew is w il l  fo llow  
the m andate o f the conference 
and set up an In te rn a tio n a l fo r 
W PA and unem ployed w orkers . 
Should he take th is  step—w hich 
would mean a de fin ite  b reak be­
tween the CIO and the S ta lin is t 
W orkers A lliance—i t  m ay ve ry  
w e ll be the basis to ra lly  to- 
getner a ll m ili ta n t W PA and un­
em ployed w orkers .

ALL SET FOR 
BIG DANCE 
MANEUVERS

SWP DRIVE TO GET ON BALLOT 
PROGRESSES DESPITE TAMMANY

Canvassers Get Good Results on Nominating 
 Petitions for Anti-W ar Candidates

The P ittsb u rg h  conference o f the CIO U n ited  P ro je c t W orkers 
O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee  adopted the fo llow ing  reso lu tion  in  de­
fense of the M inneapolis W PA s tr ik e rs :

W H ER E AS : The W PA w orkers  o f the F edera l W orkers Sec 
tion  o f the G eneral D rive rs  U nion Loca l 544 o f M inneapo lis  
staged a m ili ta n t and sp ir ite d  s tr ik e  in  the na tionw ide s tr ikes  
and protests aga inst the v ic ious W oodrum  Am endm ent of the 
w o rk  re lie f and re lie f b i l l  w h ich  slashed the p re va ilin g  W PA 
wage scale and increased the num ber o f w o rk  hours, and 

W H E R E S : As a re su lt o f th is  m ili ta n t action . F ede ra l nego­
tia to rs  d id  settle  the grievances o f the M inneapo lis  W PA w orkers 
fa vo ra b ly , and

W H E R E A S : A tto rney  General M u rp h y  sent his agents to
M inneapo lis , w h ich  agents’ actions resu lted  in  the prosecution 
of some 40 o r m ore m ili ta n t W PA w orke rs , who are now behind 
prison bars under fiv e  to ten thousand do lla rs  bond,

T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D : T h a t th is  Conference go 
on record  condem ning the action  of these governm ent o ffic ia ls  
and the press in  th e ir  s tr ike b re a k in g  ro le , and

B E  IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O LV E D : th a t we express our so li­
d a r ity  w ith  the W PA unionists  o f M inneapo lis  by  dem anding 
th e ir  uncond itiona l acqu ita l o f the trum ped  up charges fram ed  
by re ac tiona ry  agents, and

B E  IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O LV E D : th a t copies o f th is  reso lu­
tion  be sent to the F edera l W orkers Section, Loca l 544, to  John 
L . Lew is , W illia m  G reen, A tto rney-G enera l M u rphy , Colonel 
H a rrin g to n , and P resident Roosevelt.

I t  was learned today fro m  the 
m ost a u th o rita tive  sources th a t 
a com m unique is fo rthcom ing  
conscrip ting  a ll m en and wo­
m en o f dancing age to Irv in g  
P laza th is  S a tu rday n ig h t when 
im p o rta n t dance m aneuvers 
w il l  be held.

M eanw hile , m any persons 
rushed p repara tions to don the 
an ti-w a r p a in t in  a dem onstra­
tion  th a t ind ica ted  w ide support 
of th is  S a tu rday ’s fro lic .

The parade grounds, located 
a t I r v in g  P laza, 15th S tree t and 
Irv in g  P lace, have been new ly  
decorated and the a n ti-m a rtla l 
m usic w il l  be supplied by the 
Savoy Bearca ts. H eading the 
l is t  of revue-ers w il l  be A rch ie  
Savage, in  an A fro -A m erican  
vers ion  o f Cuban dances, D ew ­
ey Johnson, fam ous Negro b a r i­
tone and m any others.

T icke ts  can be purchased a t 
the Labo r Bookshop, 116 U n i 
ve rs ity  P lace. The adm ission is 
75 cents and plugged m edals 
w il l  no t su ffice .

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL
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Independence of the Ukraine and Sectarian Muddleheads
B y Leon Trotsky

(Continued on Page 2) ••
the A m erican  La b o r P a rty  in  
the face o f in c reas ing ly  om in ­
ous signs th a t P res ident Roose­
v e lt is m aneuvering  to em b ro il 
the U n ited  States in  the w o rld  
w a r now ra g ing  on the b a ttle ­
fie lds  of Europe, underlines the 
bu rn ing  need to ensure the ap­
pearance o f candidates on the 
b a llo t who w il l  stand up c o u r­
ageously in  pub lic  and oppose 
the w ar.

“ The continued silence of 
A m erican  Labo r P a rty  o ffic ia ls  
concern ing th e ir  a ttitu d e  to ­
w ards p lung ing  th is  coun try  in ­
to the blood-bath is no t less 
than c r im in a l,”  declared E d ­
w ard  R . F ra n k , o rgan ize r of 
Loca l N ew Y o rk  o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , today. “ I t  em ­
phasizes again  th a t there is on­
ly  one 100 percent a n ti-w a r, an­
ti-fa sc is t p o lit ic a l p a rty  in  the 
fie ld  —  the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty .

R e la tion  to A .L . P .
“ I  w an t to emphasize th a t the 

S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  has de­
c la red  th a t i t  w il l  support every 
candidate o f the A m e rica n  L a ­
bor P a rty  who stands indepen­
den tly  on the s la te  o f the A m e r­
ican  Labo r P a rty . We g ive c r i ­
t ic a l support to such candidates 
because we believe th a t i t  w il l

In  one o f the t in y , secta rian  
pub lica tions w h ich  appear in 
A m erica  and w h ich  th r iv e  upon 
the, c rum bs fro m  the tab le  of 
the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, and 
repay w ith  b lackest in g ra titu d e ,
I  chanced across an a rtic le  de­
voted to the U k ra in ia n  p rob lem . 
W hat confusion! The author- 
secta rian  is, o f course, opposed 
to the slogan o f independent 
Soviet U kra ine . He is  fo r the 
w o rld  revo lu tion  and fo r soc ia l­
ism —“ roo t and b ra n ch ” . He ac­
cuses us of igno ring  the in te r­
ests o f the U.S.S.R. and of re ­
tre a tin g  fro m  the concept o f the 
perm anent revo lu tion . He in ­
d ic ts  us as cen tris ts . The c r it ic  
is ve ry  severe, a lm ost im p la c ­
able. U n fo rtu n a te ly , he under­
stands noth ing a t a ll (the name 
of th is  t in y  pub lica tion , “ The 
M a rx is t”  rings  ra th e r iro n ic a l­
ly ) .  B u t his incapac ity  to under­
stand assumes such fin ished, 
a lm ost c lass ica l fo rm s  as can 
enable us be tte r and m ore fu l ly  
to c la r ify  the question.

O ur c r it ic  takes as his po in t 
of departu re  the fo llo w in g  posi­
tio n : “ I f  the w orke rs  in  Soviet 
U kra in e  ove rth row  S ta lin ism  
and reestab lish  a genuine w o rk ­
ers state, sha ll they separate 
fro m  the res t o f the Soviet 
Union? N o .”  And so fo r th  and 
so on. “ I f  the w orkers  o ve r­
th row  S ta lin ism ” . . . then we 
sha ll be able to see m ore c le a r­
ly  w ha t to do. B u t S ta lin ism  
m ust f i r s t  be ove rth row n. And 
in  o rde r to  achieve th is , one 
roufet no t shut one’s eyes to the 
g row th  o f sepa ra tis t tendencies 
i!L.the U kra ine , b u t ra th e r g ive 
them  a co rre c t p o lit ic a l expres 
sion.

F A T  FO R M U LA S  D O N ’T 
SOLVE CO N CR ETE TASKS

“ N o t tu rn in g  our backs on the 
Soviet U n ion ,”  continues the au­
tho r, “ b u t its  regenera tion  and 
reestab lishm ent as a m ig h ty  
c itade l o f w o rld  revo lu tion— 
th a t is  the road o f M a rx is m .”  
The ac tua l trend  of the develop­
m ent o f the masses, in  th is  ins­
tance, o f the n a tio n a lly  oppress­
ed masses, is rep laced by our 
sage w ith  speculations as to the 
best possible roads o f develop­
m ent. W ith  th is  m ethod; bu t 
w ith  fa r  g rea te r log ic , one 
m ig h t say, “ N o t defending a de­
generated Soviet U n ion  is  our 
task, bu t the v ic to rious  w o rld  
revo lu tion  w h ich  w il l  tra n s fo rm  
the w hole w o rld  in to  a W orld  
Soviet U n io n ,”  etc. Such aphor­
ism s come cheap.

The c r i t ic 1 repeats severa l 
tim es m y  s ta tem ent to the e f­
fe c t th a t the fa te  o f independ­
ent U kra in e  is ind isso lub ly

bound up w ith  the w o rld  p ro le ­
ta r ia n  revo lu tion . F ro m  th is  
general perspective, ABC fo r  a 
M a rx is t, he contrives, how ever, 
to m ake a recipe o f tem poriz ing  
p ass iv ity  and na tiona l n ih ilism . 
The tr iu m p h  o f the p ro le ta ria n  
revo lu tion  on a w o rld  scale is 
the end-product of m u ltip le  
m ovem ents, cam paigns and 
battles and not a t a ll a ready­
made p recond ition  fo r so lv ing 
a ll questions a u to m a tica lly . On­
ly a d ire c t and bold posing of 
the U k ra in ia n  question in  the 
g iven concrete c ircum stances 
w il l  fa c ilita te  the' ra lly in g  of 
pe tty  bourgeois and peasant 
masses around the p ro le ta r ia t, 
ju s t as in  Russia in  1917.

T rue  enough, our author 
m ig h t ob jec t th a t in  Russia p r i ­
o r to O ctober i t  was the bou r­
geois revo lu tion  th a t unfolded, 
whereas today we have the so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  a lready  be­
h ind us. A dem and w h ich  m ig h t 
have been progressive in  1917 
is nowadays reac tiona ry . Such 
reasoning, w ho lly  in  the s p ir it  
o f bu reaucra ts and sectarians, 
is fa lse fro m  beginning to end.

m ents o f p lanned economy and 
the de -cen tra lis t requ irem ents 
of the developm ent o f nations 
oppressed in the past. H av ing  
constructed a w orkers  state on 
the com prom ise p rin c ip le  o f a 
federa tion , the B o lshev ik  p a rty  
w rote  in to  the cons titu tion  the 
r ig h t o f nations to com plete sep­
a ra tion , in d ica tin g  thereby th a t 
the p a rty  did no t a t a ll consid­
er the na tiona l question as 
solved once and fo r a ll.

The author o f the c r it ic a l a r­
tic le  argues th a t the p a rty  lead­
ers hoped “ to convince the 
masses to stay w ith in  the 
fra m e w o rk  of the Federated 
Soviet R epub lic .”  Th is  is co r­
rec t, i f  the w ord “ convince”  is

inasm uch as the U k ra in ia n  peo­
ple like  a ll o ther peoples o f the 
U.S.S.R., are deprived o f any 
oppo rtun ity  fo r  expressing th e ir  
w il l.  B u t the ve ry  genesis o f the 
to ta lita r ia n  reg im e and its  ever 
m ore b ru ta l in tens ifica tion , es­
pec ia lly  in  the U kra ine , are 
p roof th a t the rea l w il l  of the 
U k ra in ia n  masses is ir re c o n c il­
ab ly  hostile  to the Soviet bu r­
eaucracy. There is no lack  of 
evidence th a t one of the p r i ­
m a ry  sources of th is  h o s tility  
is the suppression of U k ra in ia n  
independence. The na tio n a lis t 
tendencies in tire U kra ine  
erupted v io le n tly  in  1917-1919. 
The Borotba p a rty  expressed 
these tendencies in  the le ft

p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  in  a 
backw ard  coun try  proved in ­
capable of so lv ing  the na tiona l 
question, especia lly  the U k ra in ­
ian  question w hich is, in  its  
ve ry  essence, in te rn a tio n a l in  
cha rac te r. The T h e rm id o ria n  
reaction , crowned by the Bona- 
p a rt is t b u r e a u c r a c y ,  has 
th row n the to ilin g  masses fa r  
back in the na tiona l sphere as 
w e ll. The g rea t mass o f the 
U k ra in ia n  people are d issa tis­
fied  w ith  th e ir  na tiona l fa te  and 
w ish to change i t  d ra s tica lly . I t  
is th is  fa c t th a t the revo lu tion ­
a ry  p o lit ic ia n  m ust, in  con tras t 
to the bu reaucra t and the  sec­
ta r ia n , take as his po in t o f de­
pa rtu re .

fu r th e r  the developm ent o f 
dependent p o lit ic a l action 8 *  
the p a rt o f the A m e rica n  w o rk ­
ers.

I t  is h igh  tim e  th a t the 
A m erican  La b o r P a rty  o ffic ia ls  
c la r ify  th e ir  p la tfo rm  in  re la ­
tion  to the c a p ita lis t w a r w h ich  
has been ra g ing  a lm os t tw è 
weeks and w h ich  th rea tens i t  
suck us in  w ith in  a sho rt t im e ’.

Silence in  face o f the w a r 
danger is tan tam oun t to  ap­
p ro va l o f the im p e r ia lis t s laugh­
te r fo r  p ro fits . The o ff ic ia ls  ®f 
the A m erican  L a b o r P a rty  m ust 
speak out and take  a stand 
aga inst th is  c a p ita lis t w a r. •* 

“ The silence o f these o ffic ia ls  
up to now  is fu r th e r  p roo f, i f  
such p roo f w ere necessary, th a t 
every  s ingle opponent of w a r 
m ust th ro w  h im se lf in to  the 
s trugg le  to p lace the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  candidates òa 
the ba llo t. I f  opponents o f thfe 
w a r have not ye t signed a nom ­
in a tin g  pe tition , they  should da 
so Im m ed ia te ly . I f  they have 
not ye t secured b lank pe titions 
for c irc u la tio n  am ong th e ir  
thopm ates they should secure 
them  w ithou t w a it in g  another 
day, e ithe r fro m  the nearest 
branch headquarte rs o f the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  o r 
fro m  the C ity  O ffice , 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

taken not in  the sense o f lo g ica l! w ing. The m ost im p o rta n t in d i­
a rgum ents bu t in  the sense o f | ca tion o f the success of the Len- 
passing th rough the expe rience , in is t po licy  in  the U kra in e  was 
of econom ic, p o lit ic a l and cul-1 the fus ion  o f the U k ra in ia n  Bol- 
tu ra l co llabora tion . A b s tra c t a g -|sh e v ik  p a rty  w ith  the organiza- 
ita tio n  in  fa v o r o f ce n tra lism  tion  o f the B oro tb is ts . 
does not of its e lf c a rry  g rea t in  the course o f the n e x t dec- 
w e igh t. As has a lready been a(je, however, an actua l b reak 
said, the federa tion  was a nec- occurred  w ith  the Borotba

JUDAS GOAT
“ In  the g r im  tragedy th a t 

has come upon us there  is  
one ra y  of hope. H u m a n ity  
is no t dead. The peoples of 
tw o g rea t nations r is k  th e ir  
ow n a nn ih ila tion  to help a 
sm a lle r ne ighbor. G rea te r 
n o b ility  ha th  no m an than 
th a t he la y  down his life  fo r 
h is unknown b ro the r. . . .  A  
new, a h igher m o ra lity  has 
taken possession of the de­
m ocrac ies .” —  L u d w ig  Lore , 
in  h is d a ily  co lum n, “ Behind 
the Cables.”  (N . Y . Post, 
Sept. 4, 1939.)

D EM O C R ATIC  TASKS T IE D  
TO SOCIALIST A IM S

The r ig h t of na tiona l self-de­
te rm in a tio n  is, o f course, a 
dem ocra tic  and not a soc ia lis t 
p rin c ip le . B u t genuine ly dem o­
c ra tic  p rinc ip les  are supported 
and rea lized in  our era on ly by 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia t; i t  
is fo r th is  v e ry  reason th a t they 
in te rlace  w ith  soc ia lis t tasks. 
The resolute s trugg le  o f the 
B o lshev ik  p a rty  fo r  the r ig h t of 
se lf-de te rm ina tion  o f oppressed 
na tiona litie s  in  Russia fa c il i­
ta ted in  the extrem e the con­
quest of power by the p ro le ta r­
ia t. I t  was as i f  the p ro le ta ria n  
revo lu tion  had sucked in  the 
dem ocra tic  p rob lem s, above a ll, 
the a g ra ria n  and na tiona l p rob­
lem s, g iv in g  to the Russian re v ­
o lu tion  a com bined cha rac te r. 
The p ro le ta r ia t was a lready un­
de rtak ing  soc ia lis t tasks b u t i t  
could no t im m e d ia te ly  ra ise  to 
th is  leve l the peasantry and the 
oppressed nations (them selves 
p redom inan tly  peasant) who 
were absorbed w ith  so lv ing 
th e ir dem ocra tic  tasks.

Hence flow ed the h is to ric a lly  
Inescapable com prom ises in  the 
a g ra ria n  as w e ll as the na tiona l 
sphere. Despite the economic 
advantages of la rge  scale a g r i­
cu ltu re , the Soviet governm ent 
was com pelled to d iv ide  up 
la rge  estates. O n ly severa l 
years la te r was the governm ent 
able to pass to co llec tive  fa rm  
ing  and then i t  im m e d ia te ly  
leaped too fa r  ahead and found 
its e lf com pelled, a few  years 
la te r, to m ake concessions to 
the peasants in  the shape of p r i 
va te  land-ho ld ings w h ich  in  
m any places tend to devour the 
co llec tive  fa rm s . The next 
stages of th is  con tra d ic to ry  
process have not ye t been re ­
solved.

HAS S T A L IN  C O N VINC ED  
T H E  U K R A IN IA N  MASSES?

The need fo r  com prom ise, or 
ra th e r fo r  a num ber of com pro­
m ises s im ila r ly  arises in  the 
fie ld  o f the na tiona l question, 
whose paths are no m ore re c t i­
lin e a r than the paths o f the ag­
ra r ia n  revo lu tion . The fe de r­
ated s tru c tu re  o f the Soviet Re­
p ub lic  represents a com prom ise ; 
between the c e n tra lis t requ ire

essary departu re  fro m  ce n tra l­
ism . I t  m ust also be added th a t 
the ve ry  com position of the fed ­
e ra tion  is by no means g iven 
beforehand once and fo r  a ll. 
Depending on ob jective  condi­
tions, a fede ra tion  m ay develop 
tow ard  g rea te r ce n tra lism  o r, 
on the co n tra ry , tow ard  grea te r 
independence of its  na tiona l 
com ponent pa rts . P o lit ic a lly  i t  
is no t a t a ll a question o f w heth­
er i t  is advantageous “ in  gener­
a l”  fo r  va rious n a tio n a lit ie s . to 
live  together w ith in  the fra m e ­
w o rk  of a s ingle state, b u t ra th ­
er i t  is a question o f w hether o r 
no a p a rt ic u la r n a tio n a lity  has, 
on the basis o f her own expe ri­
ence, found i t  advantageous to 
adhere to a g iven state.

In  other w ords: W hich o f the 
tw o tendencies in  the g iven c i r ­
cum stances gains the ascendan­
cy  in  a com prom ise reg im e of 
a federa tion—the ce n tr ifu g a l o r 
the cen tripe ta l?  O r to p u t i t  ev­
en m ore concre te ly : Have S ta l­
in  and h is U k ra in ia n  satraps 
succeeded in  convinc ing  the 
U k ra in ia n  masses o f the super­
io r ity  o f M oscow ’s cen tra lism  
over U k ra in ia n  independence or 
have they fa iled?  Th is  question 
is of decisive im portance. Y e t 
our au thor does no t even sus­
pect its  existence.
DO T H E  U K R A IN IA N S  
D E S IR E  S EPAR ATIO N ?

Do the broad masses o f the 
U k ra in ia n  people w ish  to sep­
a ra te  fro m  the U.S.S.R.? I t  
m ig h t a t f i r s t  s ig h t appear d if ­
f ic u lt  to answer th is  question,

group, whose leaders w ere sub 
jected  to persecution. The old 
B o lshevik, S k ryp n ik , a pure 
blooded S ta lin is t, was d rive n  to 
su ic ide in  1933 fo r  his a llegedly 
excessive patronage o f na tion ­
a lis t tendencies. The actua l 
“ o rg an ize r”  o f th is  suic ide was 
the S ta lin is t em issary  Posty 
shev, who thereupon rem ained 
in  the U kra ine  as the represent­
a tive  o f the c e n tra lis t po licy  
P resen tly , how ever, Postyshev 
h im se lf fe ll in  d isgrace. These 
fac ts  are p ro found ly  sym pto ­
m a tic , fo r  they revea l how 
m uch fo rce  there is behind the 
pressure o f the n a tiona lis t op­
position on the bureaucracy. 
Nowhere d id  the purges and re ­
pressions assume such a sav­
age and mass cha rac te r as they 
d id  in  the U kra ine .

REPUBLICAN 
" ISOLATIONISM"

“ I ’m  in  fa vo r o f the N eu­
t r a l i ty  A c t except th a t I  fa v ­
or repea ling  the em bargo on 
a rm s, am m un ition  and im ­
p lem ents of w a r. I t  seems to 
me th a t there is no th ing un­
neu tra l about supp ly ing  arm s 
to any na tion  w h ich  can buy 
them , ju s t as we have 
th roughout our c o u n try ’s h is ­
to ry .” — Senator R obert A. 
T a ft, lead ing  candidate fo r 
the R epublican 1940 nom ina­
tion , as quoted in  N . Y . 
T im es, Sept, 5, 1939.

S IG N IF IC A N T  A TT ITU D E S  
OF U K R A IN IA N S  ABR O AD

Of enormous p o lit ic a l im p o rt­
ance is the sharp tu rn  away 
fro m  the Soviet U nion of 
U k ra in ia n  dem ocra tic  elements 
outside the Soviet U nion. When 
the U k ra in ia n  prob lem  became 
aggravated e a rly  th is  year, 
com m un is t voices were not 
heard a t a ll, bu t instead the 
voice o f the U k ra in ia n  c le rica ls  
and nationa l-socia lis ts  was loud 
enough. T h is  means th a t the 
p ro le ta ria n  vanguard  has le t 
the U k ra in ia n  na tiona l m ove­
m ent s lip  ou t o f its  hands and 
th a t th is  m ovem ent has p ro ­
gressed fa r  on the road o f sep­
a ra tism . L a s tly , v e ry  in d ica tive  
also are the moods among the 
U k ra in ia n  em igres in  the N o rth  
A m erican  continent. In  Canada, 
fo r  instance, where the U k ra in ­
ians compose the b u lk  o f the 
C om m unist p a rty , there  began 
in  1933, as I  am  in fo rm ed  by  a 
p rom inen t p a rtic ip a n t in  the 
m ovem ent, a m a rked  exodus of 
U k ra in ia n  w orkers  and fa rm e rs  
fro m  com m unism , fa ll in g  e ith ­
er in to  p ass iv ity  o r na tiona lism  
of various hues. In  th e ir  to ta li­
ty , these sym ptom s and fac ts  
incontestab ly te s tify  to the 
g row ing streng th  o f sepa ra tis t 
tendencies among the U k ra in ­
ian  masses.

T h is  is the basic fa c t under­
ly in g  the whole prob lem . I t  
shows th a t despite the ' g ian t 
step fo rw a rd  taken by the Octo­
ber revo lu tion  in  the dom ain of 
na tiona l re la tions, the isolated

S EC TAR IAN  AR G U M EN TS  
L IK E  THOSE OF STALIN ISTS

I f  our c r i t ic  were capable of 
th ink ing  p o lit ic a lly , he w ould 
have w ith o u t m uch d if f ic u lty  
surm ised the argum ents o f the 
S ta lin is ts  aga inst the slogan of 
independent U k ra in e : “ I t  ne­
gates the position o f the de­
fense o f the Soviet U n ion ” ; 
“ d isrup ts the u n ity  o f the revo ­
lu tio n a ry  masses” ; “ serves no t 
the in te rests o f revo lu tion  bu t 
those o f im p e r ia lis m .”  In  o ther 
words, the S ta lin is ts  w ould  re 
peat a ll the th ree  argum ents of 
our au thor. They w il l  u n fa ilin g ­
ly  do so on the m orrow .

The K re m lin  bureaucracy 
te lls  the Sovie t w om an: Inas­
m uch as there  is  soc ia lism  in  
our coun try , you m ust be happy 
and you m ust g ive up abortions 
(or su ffe r the p e n a lty ). To the 
U k ra in ia n  they say: Inasm uch 
as the soc ia lis t re vo lu tion  has 
solved the na tiona l question, i t  
is  you r du ty  to be happy in  the 
USSR and to  renounce a ll 
thought o f separation (o r face 
the f ir in g  squad).

W hat does a re vo lu tio n is t say 
to the woman? “ You w il l  decide 
you rse lf w hether you w an t a 
ch ild ; I  w il l  defend your r ig h t 
to abortion  aga inst the K re m lin  
po lice .”  To the U k ra in ia n  peo­
ple he says, "O f im portance  to 
me is you r a ttitude  tow ard  your 
na tiona l destiny and not the ‘so­
c ia lis t ic ’ sophistries o f the 
K re m lin  po lice ; I  w il l  support 
your s trugg le  fo r independence 
w ith  a ll m y  m ig h t ! ”

The secta rian , as so often 
happens, finds h im se lf s id ing 
w ith  the police, covering  up the 
status quo, th a t is police v io ­
lence, by s te rile  speculation on 
the su p e rio rity  of the soc ia lis t 
u n ifica tion  o f nations as against 
th e ir  rem a in ing  d iv ided . Assur 
ed ly, the separation o f the 
U k ra in ia n  is  a l ia b il i ty  as com ­
pared w ith  a v o lu n ta ry  and 
e q u a lita r ia n  soc ia lis t federa 
tio n ; b u t i t  w il l  be an unques­
tionable  asset as com pared 
w ith  the b u reaucra tic  s trangu 
la tion  o f the U k ra in ia n  people. 
In  o rde r to d ra w  together m ore 
closely and honestly, i t  is  some­
tim es necessary f i r s t  to separ 
ate. Len in  often used to c ite  the 
fa c t th a t the re la tions between 
the N orw eg ian  and Swedish 
w orkers  im proved  and became 
closer a fte r the d is rup tion  of 
the com pulsory u n ifica tion  of 
Sweden and N orw ay.

m id o ria n  reaction  in  the USSR, 
the defeat o f a num ber o f revo ­
lu tions, the v ic to rie s  o f Fascism  
— w hich  is  c a rv in g  the m ap of 
Europe in  its  own fash ion— 
m ust be paid fo r  in  genuine 
cu rrency  in  a ll spheres, in c lu d ­
ing  th a t of the U k ra in ia n  ques­
tion . W ere we to ignore  the new 
s itua tion  created as a re su lt o f 
defeats, w ere we to pretend 
tha t no th ing e x tra o rd in a ry  has 
occurred , and w ere we to coun­
terpose to unpleasant fac ts  fa ­
m ilia r  abstractions, then we 
could ve ry  w e ll su rrender to 
reaction  the rem a in ing  chances 
fo r  vengeance in  the m ore or 
less im m ed ia te  fu tu re .

O ur au thor in te rp re ts  the slo­
gan o f independent U k ra in e  as 
fo llow s: “ F ir s t  the Soviet U k ­
ra ine  m ust be freed  fro m  the 
rest o f the Soviet U nion, then 
we w il l  have the p ro le ta ria n  
revo lu tion  and u n ifica tion  o f the 
res t of U k ra in e .”  B u t how can 
there be a separation w ith o u t 
f i r s t  a revo lu tion?  The author 
is caught in  a v ic ious c irc le , 
and the slogan o f independent 
U kra ine  together w ith  T ro ts k y ’s 
“ fa u lty  lo g ic ”  is hopelessly d is ­
cred ited . In  po in t o f fa c t th is  
pecu lia r log ic  — “ f i r s t ”  a n d  
“ then ” —is on ly a s tr ik in g  ex­
am ple o f scholastic th ink ing . 
O ur hapless c r it ic  has no in k ­
lin g  of the fa c t th a t h is to rica l 
processes m a y  occur n o t “ f i r s t ”  
and “ then ”  b u t ru n  p a ra lle l to 
each o ther, e xe rt in fluence up 
on each o ther, speed o r re ta rd  
each o th e r; and th a t the task  o f 
re vo lu tio n a ry  p o lit ics  consists 
p rec ise ly  in  speeding up the 
m u tua l action and reaction  o f 
progressive processes. T h e  
barb  o f the slogan o f indepen 
dent U kra ine  is a im ed d ire c tly  
aga inst the Moscow bureauc­
ra cy  and enables the p ro le ta r­
ian  vanguard  to ra l ly  the peas 
an t masses. On the o ther hand, 
the same slogan opens up fo r 
the p ro le ta ria n  p a rty  the oppor­
tu n ity  of p lay ing  a lead ing  role 
in  the na tiona l U k ra in ia n  m ove­
m ent in  Poland, R um an ia  and 
H ungary . Both  of these p o lit ic a l 
processes w il l  d r ive  the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  m ovem ent fo rw a rd  and 
increase the spec ific  w e igh t of 
the p ro le ta r ia n  vanguard .
(To Be Concluded N ext Issue)

Last Call for New York 
Dance and Entertainment

The Savoy Bearca ts, one o f the best sw ing  bands in  the 
coun try  w il l  supp ly the m usic fo r  the dance and en te rta in ­
m en t being held th is  S a tu rday under the auspices o f the 
N. Y . D is tr ic t  a t I r v in g  P laza.

An e laborate  p ro g ra m  o f e n te rta inm en t has been a r­
ranged and the social com m ittee  stakes its  repu ta tion  th a t 
i t  w il l  even surpass the p ro g ra m  presented a t the P ioneer 
P a rties .

E v e ry th in g  is set fo r  w ha t w il l  undoubtedly be the ou t­
s tand ing  socia l a ffa ir  o f the season (and perhaps the la s t 
before A m erica  is d raw n  in to  the w a r). A ll com rades and 
fr iends  are urged to ge t th e ir  ticke ts  im m e d ia te ly  and be 
sure to be present. G e t a group o f your fr iends  together 
and b rin g  them  along. T icke ts  m ay be obta ined a t the 
S.W.P. o ffices a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace.

F.D.R. CALLS 
WAR SESSION Behind the Lines

IN D E P E N D E N C E  FOR 
U K R A IN E  IS  R E V O LU T IO N . 
A R Y  SLOGAN

We m us t proceed fro m  fac ts  
and no t idea l norm s. The Ther-

OUT OF THE 
HORSE'S MOUTH

T h a t J. P. M organ  & Co. 
have been appointed fin a n ­
c ia l agents fo r  G rea t B r ita in  
again, as in  1914, was re ­
vealed by the “ Im p o rte rs  
G u ide ,”  con fiden tia l in fo r­
m ation  serv ice , in  its  la tes t 
issue.

“ Please take n o tice ,”  i t  
says, “ th a t J . P . M organ  
Co. have again been appo in t­
ed fin a n c ia l agents fo r  G rea t 
B r ita in  and w il l  p robab ly  a l­
so be appointed fo r  the 
French governm ent to a c t in  
a s im ila r  capac ity  as du ring  
the previous w a r, w h ich  is 
ind ica tive  th a t steps have a l­
ready been taken to m ake 
possible purchases of a ll 
com m odities in  th is  coun try  
by the dem ocra tic  na tions .”  

The “ Im p o rte rs  G u ide”  
took fo r  g ran ted  th a t Roose 
ve lt w il l  succeed in  w ip ing  
out the em bargo against 
a rm s shipm ents to Europe.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

b igger a rm y  and navy . T h e ir 
support o f the a rm s em bargo— 
w hich  by its e lf is  in  any case 
helpless to b lock the sw ing 
tow a rd  the w a r—is la rg e ly  a de 
v ice  to qu ie t th e ir  own con 
sciences.

They w il l  m ake a ce rta in  
am ount o f troub le  fo r  Roosevellj 
in  the Special, Session, bu t un­
der the heat w h ich  w il l  be 
tu rned  on by the a d m in is tra tio n  
and by the m un itions m anu fac­
tu re rs  hung ry  fo r  w a r p ro fits , 
th e ir  opposition w il l  fo ld  up. 
R oosevelt’s m easures w il l  go 
sa ilin g  th rough.

I t  is  v e ry  probable th a t 
Roosevelt w il l  ja m  o ther w a r 
moves besides repeal o f the 
arm s em bargo th rough  the Spe­
c ia l Session. New a rm a m e n t ap­
p rop ria tions , “ an ti - sed ition ”  
b ills , and even a “ na tiona l reg ­
is tra t io n ”  in  p repa ra tion  fo r  the 
d ra ft  are by no means ex­
cluded.

I t  cannot be too s trong ly  em ­
phasized th a t R oosevelt’s a im  
is to ge t th is  na tion  in to  the w a r 
as fa s t as he can overcom e the 
resistance o f the people. I t  is 
reported  th a t in n e r c irc le s  in  
W ashington are passing around 
the s logan: “ W ar by C h ris t­
m a s !”

(Continued from Page 1)
are no t y e t ripe . Despite the 
dazzling speed a t w h ich  th ings 
move these days, a new  f lip -  
flop , like  an A ng lo -F rench  dejkl 
w ith  H it le r  fo r  a d rive  on Rus­
sia , o r a R ussian deal w ith  B r i ­
ta in  and F rance  fo r  an a ttack  
on H it le r ,  could no t occur w ith ­
out m ore s traw s d r if t in g  in to  
the w ind  than  we have so fair 
been shown. T h a t w il l  requ ire  
fu r th e r  and m ore  extensive 
tests o f s treng th  between the 
present be llige ren ts  and i t  w il l  
depend in  no sm a ll m easure on 
the fu tu re  course o f the  p r in c i­
pa l “ n e u tra ls ” —Ita ly ,  Japan, 
and, above a ll, the U n ited  
States.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Life Through the 
Eyes of a 
Social-Democrat

H ere ’s a chestnut fro m  A l­
gernon Lee, leader o f the 
Social D em ocra tic  Federa­
tio n :

“ F o r m y  p a rt, I  deny th a t 
there  is  a t present in  th is  
coun try  any considerable ‘po­
l i t ic a l and econom ic d r i f t  
tow ard  fa sc ism .’ There  are 
a good m any racketeers 
(some o f them  m ay also be 
fana tics ) who m ore  o r less 
openly advocate some brand 
of fasc ism . I  do no t th in k  
they re a lly  have m uch in flu ­
ence.” —N ew  Leader, Aug. 
5, 1939.

W hat Your Dollar Can Do
A dollar puts a Socialist Appeal salesman an an im ­

portant street corner for one day.
F ive dollars permits free distribution of two hundred 

Socialist Appeals.
Ten dollars puts a full-tim e field organizer to work for 

one week in the anti-war campaign.

Anti-W ar Campaign Committee 
Socialist Workers Party
116 University Place, N .Y .C .

/

Dear Friends:

I  enclose , as a contribution to the anti-war
work of the Socialist Workers P arty .

Nam e

Address
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THE
NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. J o h n s o n

The Negro and the War
V

It  should now be clear to every Negro that the Commun­
ist Party is today as great a deceiver o f the Negro people 
as the Republican and Democratic Parties. There was a 
time when the Communists and Soviet Russia were the 
greatest leaders o f the poor and oppressed in every country 
including the Negroes. They used to call upon all the 
workers and peasants to fight against imperialists and cap­
italists everywhere, above all in a war. But these days are 
over and they have been over fo r many years.

Stalin sold oil to Ita ly  all during the martyrdom of E th i­
opia. That was proof enough fo r any Negro. Since that 
time Stalin and the Stalinists have been encouraging 
Negroes and all workers to fight fo r the British and French 
democracies against H itle r and Mussolini; that is to say, 
w ith one gang o f bandits against another gang. And after 
encouraging workers to do this for years, Stalin suddenly 
turns and signs the Stalin-H itler pact. Thus he encourages 
the fascists and throws the workers in every country into 
confusion and dismay. Unlike Roosevelt, the Communists 
at one time used to put forward a policy o f m ilitant strug­
gle for Negroes. Precisely fo r this reason, they are the most 
dangerous enemies o f the Negroes in this attempt of the 
rich to shove them into the war. W hy do they do it?

Revolutionists No Longer Rule Russia
They do it because revolutionists like Lenin and Trotsky 

no longer rule Russia. Stalin and millions o f officials, engi­
neers, trade-union bureaucrats and others, now have the 
country in their grip. They live easy lives w ith great power 
and privileges. They oppress the Russian people, they mur­
der all the old revolutionists like Zinoviev and Kamenev 
in frame-up trials, they have tried several times and are 
still try ing to murder Trotsky, the last o f the great revolu­
tionists. They do not want revolution anywhere. Bureau­
crats never do. They want to prevent the revolution, fo r 
revolutions w ill not only overthrow H itler, Chamberlain 
and Roosevelt, but w ill give the Russian workers a chance 
to overthrow Stalin.

Therefore Stalin and his army o f bureaucrats give money 
to the Communist parties in the various countries, and 
these parties no longer lead m ilitant struggles as in the old 
days, but try  to fool the workers, white and black, and keep 
them subordinate to Roosevelt, Chamberlain, and Daladier. 
“ By their fru its ye shall know them.”  Their policy is to 
support the democracies in a war for civilization. And this, 
every Negro knows from his own experience, would be a 
damnable treachery and betrayal. Any one, parson or presi­
dent, black or white, who encourages Negroes to shed their 
blood for this so-called “ democracy”  is a damnable tra itor 
and betrayer.

What Happened to Negroes in 1917
Some people, however, including the Communist party, 

state that there is a possibility o f Negroes gaining their 
rights and participating freely in American life, i f  they 
show that they are w illing  to die for democracy. Let us 
look back at the last war. They said then that the war was 
being fought for democracy, was being fought to make 
the world a better place than it  had been before. Also, and 
this is what is important, many Negro leaders told the 
Negroes to support the war whole-heartedly. By showing 
themselves good citizens, they would win the sympathy of 
the whites and gain all the things o f which they had been 
deprived. That is what was said but how did the rulers of 
their country actually treat the Negro?

F irst o f all, they took many more Negroes than they 
should have taken. Out o f every hundred persons in the 
population, ten were Negroes so that, roughly, out of every 
hundred soldiers, ten should have been Negroes. More than 
that, the Negroes are the worst paid, live in the worst 
houses ,in the worst localities, get the worst food and the 
poorest medical attendance. Thus, taking the Negro popu­
lation as a whole, the number o f persons fit for m ilitary 
service should have been proportionately less than the num­
ber o f whites. This through no fault of the Negroes, but 
through the lives and conditions to which they are con­
demned. So that instead of ten out o f every hundred of the 
soldiers being Negroes, we could reasonably expect that 
there should have been about seven or eight. But instead 
o f some number like seven or eight per hundred there were 
more than ten. So that this American democracy seized the 
opportunity to k ill off as many Negroes as possible as a 
means of helping democracy solve the Negro problem.

Soldiers— But Jim-Crowed
The war was a war for democracy, but the Negroes 

were segregated. There was not a single regiment consist­
ing o f white and Negro soldiers mixed. American democ­
racy did not want to have even American colored officers, 
and it  took a hard fight to have a few hundred. When they 
did agree, they trained Negroes as officers in a special camp 
o f their own. And these men were informed by the State 
Department that when they visited the South, they should 
not wear their uniforms. Democracy was sending the 
Negro to fight fo r democracy, but could not bear the sight 
o f him in the officer’s uniform o f democracy.

The old lynch spirit continued. The Negroes were beaten 
up in the camps, they were stoned and jeered as they 
marched along the streets. When they were on leave and 
attempted to enter cafes and restaurants frequented by 
white people, they were driven out in many places.

When they went to France, the discrimination continued. 
American democracy forced most o f the black soldiers to 
be common laborers. O f the 200,000 Negroes who went to 
France, some 160,000 were used as servants and in labor 
battalions. Even when fighting democracy, the Negro was 
kept in his place. Negroes were made to build roads, wash

Patriotism  
Puts B ligh t 
On Finnish  
Movement

By TAU N O  VU O R I
The recent tou r th rough the 

F inn ish  sections o f th is  coun try  
by M r. H ja lm a r Procope, F in ­
n ish M in is te r to the U n ited  
States, became the occasion fo r  
a d isp lay o f the com plete de 
generation of the leadersh ip  of 
w ha t was once the revo lu tion ­
a ry  m ovem ent among the F inns 
o f A m erica .

The S ocia l-D em ocra tic  F in ­
nish Federa tion  long ago fo rg o t 
w hatever M a rx ism  Its  leaders 
ever knew, so i t  was no su r­
prise to see the Social-Dem o­
c ra t ic  paper, R a ivaa ja , going 
in to  f i ts  o f p a tr io t ic  jo y  about 
Procope, h is c a p ita lis t govern­
m ent, the tra d itio n s  o f F in land , 
the g re a t v irtu e s  o f the F inn ish  
se ttle rs  in  D e law are , e tc., etc. 
These fo lk  are o ld  hands a t the 
gam e o f w orsh ipp ing  a t the a l­
ta r  o f m idd le-class na tiona lism .

S ta lin is ts  H a il W hite  Guards
The a ttitude  o f the C om m un­

is t P a rty , expressed in  the 
pages of E teenpa in , o rgan  of 
th e ir  F inn ish  W orkers Federa ­
tion, is  re v o ltln g ly  id e n tica l. 
T h e ir on ly c r it ic is m  o f the to u r 
of th is  representa tive  o f the 
W hite G uard  governm ent o f 
F in land , the governm ent th a t 
drowned the F inn ish  Soviets in  
blood, the governm ent th a t s t i l l  
today keeps A n tika inen , leader 
o f th e ir  own p a rty , in  ja i l ,  ap­
peared in  th e ir  paper on A ug­
ust 19. They pro test, (and th is  
is one fo r  the books, a re a l 
g e m !) yes, these “ C om m un­
is ts ”  p ro test — because they 
w eren ’t  in v ite d  to a p a rty  fo r 
Procope in  Boston! In  an a r t ic ­
le b r is tlin g  w ith  outraged na­
tio n a lism  they denounce the 
Boston vice-consul who ove r­
looked them  in  fa v o r o f his 
fr iends , “ of w hom  bu t one-ha lf

You Can A id  the Fight Against 
War by Signing Nominating 
Petitions for S W P  Candidates

A ll c itizens res iden t in  New Y o rk  who sym path ize w ith  
the cam paign of the S ocia lis t W orkers P a r ty  to p lace a 
candidate in  the  B ro n x  and one in  M anha ttan  on the b a llo t 
fo r  the C ouncilm an ic E lections are asked to sign a nom in ­
a ting  pe tition  im m e d ia te ly .

D rop in  a t headquarters, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, N .Y .C ., 
o r a t the headquarters of the nearest b ranch to p lace you r 
nam e on a pe tition . I f  you have fr iends  who are reg is te red  
voters too and who w il l  s ign the pe tition , b rin g  them  w ith  
you o r g ive us th e ir names and we w il l  have a canvasser 
ca ll upon them .

The c irc u la tio n  o f a pe tition  fo r  s ignatures am ong you r 
shopmates, i f  you are in  a position  to  do so, w il l  g ive  the 
cam paign a b ig  boost.

A bso lu te ly  no ob liga tion  is en ta iled  in  s ign ing . W ithou t 
any co m m itm e n t on your p a rt, by  s ign ing  a pe tition , you 
g ive the on ly  a n ti-w a r p a rty  in  the U n ited  States a chance 
to f ig h t aga inst the second w o rld  w a r fro m  the vantage 
po in t o f the ba llo t.

We need you r help now as never before in  p lac ing  our 
a n ti-w a r, an ti-fasc is t candidates on the b a llo t fo r  the  com ­
ing  e lection.

F. D. R. Sheds Hypocritical Mask 
In  Persecuting Minneapolis WPA 
Strikers,  Says Plentywood Union

(Sp«oUi to th* 8ocUll«t Ah m »
P LEN TY W O O D , M ontana — 

A t a specia l m eeting  o f F edera l 
La b o r U nion No. 21760, A F L , 
ca lled to discuss the persecu­
tion  of W PA w orkers  in  general 
and W PA w orkers  o f M inneapo­
lis  in  p a rt ic u la r, the fo llow ing  
reso lu tion  was fo rw a rded  to 
P res ident Roosevelt, A tto rney  
G eneral F ra n k  M u rp h y , Col. F . 
C. H a rr in g to n  and G overnor 
Staasen o f M innesota: 

“ W hereas, i t  has taken  ap­
p ro x im a te ly  75 m onths fo r  
P res ident Roosevelt to  shed the 
m ask o f hypocrisy  and disclose 
the fa c t th a t like  a ll c a p ita lis t 
spokesmen he is a b it te r  enem y 
o f labo r and a re g u la r pa l o f the 
‘E conom ic R o ya lis ts ’ w hom  he 

I p rev ious ly  pretended to de-

were F in n s ”  (tsk , ts k ) , b u t they 
m ake sure on ly  to a tta ck  the 
sm a ll f r y  vice-consul, w h ile  in  
the same a rtic le  they speak of 
Procope h im se lf as the “ d ip lo ­
m a tic  and dem ocra tic  envoy.”  

Since even the F inn ish  “ l it t le  
B row de rs ,”  P a a s ik iv i and Co., 
can fee l the questioning a ttitude  
developing among m any o f toe 
F inns, especia lly  the younger, 
English-speaking  ones, they  are 
now conducting  a d rive  to  cu t 
ou t fro m  the youth section o f 
th e ir  paper a ll th is  “ p o lit ica l 
bunk”  th a t you can fin d  in  a ll 
the re g u la r (i.e ., ca p ita lis t) pa­
pers, as one insp ired  correspon­
dent a c tu a lly  p u t it .

B u t in  th is  coun try  and in  
Canada the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­
a lis ts  are beginning to spread 
th e ir  in fluence among the 
th in k in g  F inns. Th is  develop­
m en t is  being quickened by toe 
stories th a t are reach ing  here 
by le tte r and w ord  o f m outh of 
the ro tten  conditions o f the 
F inns in  Sovie t K a re lia , where 
the im po rted  R ussian S ta lin is t 
bu rocra ts  are c ra ck in g  down, 
as in  U k ra in ia , and even try in g  
to stop the teach ing  of F inn ish .

clothes, cook food, clean up camps and trenches and clean 
latrines, though they had enlisted as soldiers of the line.

Far from practicing any sort o f democracy to Negroes, 
the American commanders did their best to make the 
French maltreat the Negroes. The French people are not 
as prejudiced as one would expect from their treatment of 
natives in A frica, and great numbers o f French people in 
France do not differentiate at all in any way between 
Negroes and whites. But when the American officers saw 
this and the friendly way in which Negro soldiers were 
being welcomed both by French men and women, they is­
sued a m ilitary order, Order No. 40, instructing Negroes 
not even to speak to French women. For this offense 
against democracy, many Negroes were arrested, though 
the French people, men and women, had made no com­
plaint.

The American officers, in this war for democracy, wrote 
a special document to the French commanding staff, telling 
them that Negroes were a low and degenerate race, that 
they could not be trusted in the company o f white people, 
that although some Negroes were officers, the French offi­
cers should have nothing to do w ith them, except in matters 
relating strictly to fighting. The French, said this Ameri­
can order, should not eat w ith Negroes, nor even shake 
hands, and above all, they wanted the French to use their 
influence to keep the white women who worked in or near 
the camp from form ing any associations w ith  Negroes.

This was the way in which the American ruling class 
fought side by side w ith Negroes in the great war for 
democracy.

Negro Bravery— And the Reward
The Negroes, believing that by fighting bravely and 

showing that they were men as good as any other, they 
would gain freedom from their oppression, performed feats 
o f distinguished bravery. O f all the American soldiers in 
France a Negro was the first to win the Croix de Guerre 
(W ar Cross), and one Negro regiment, the 8th Illinois,

’ received more decorations than any other regiment in 
France. Another American Negro regiment stayed a longer 
spell in the trenches than any other regiment in the Allied 
forces. No one after that could say that Negroes were in­
ferior. They had stood the stern test o f modern war and 
came out w ith a great record.

What happened to the Negroes, after this fine showing, 
should be branded on the forehead o f any so-called Negro 
leader who tries to thrust them again into war. For as soon 
as the war was over, there was such a desperate series o f 
race riots in America as had not been seen for many years. 
In  Washington, in Chicago, white mobs inspired and en­
couraged by American employers and American capitalist 
police, shot down Negroes, many of whom had lost rela­
tions in the great war fo r democracy. The Southern whites 
were so anxious to put the Negro back in his place that they 
lynched Negroes who dared to wear the uniform o f a p ri­
vate. The great war for democracy and the bravery and the 
sacrifices for democracy o f the Negro people ended with 
thousands o f them having to fight desperately, not for 
democracy, but for their lives in “ democratic”  America.

Now let Herbert Hoover and Franklin Roosevelt and 
Earl Browder and James Ford and some so-called Negro 
leader, stand up and tell Negroes that the present war is 
another war fo r democracy and that they must go again to 
fight in it.

( Continued in  Next Issue)

PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS SHOW 
LEADERSHIP COURSE OF ACTION

Victo ry Lies in Union M ilitancy, Not in 
Polite Committee Negotiations

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
than a whole ca rload  o f beauti­
fu l ly  adorned appeals.

A ction  Got Results
H ere are some o f the m ost 

ou tstanding exam ples fro m  v a r­
ious pa rts  o f the co u n try :

A few  weeks ago the A rm o u r 
superin tendent f ire d  13 shop 
stew ards fro m  the Chicago 
m a in  p la n t because th e y  had 
le ft the assem bly lin e  to  de­
m and a grievance hea ring  on 
wage ad justm ents. The same 
evening a m eeting  o f 650 shop 
stew ards elected a s tr ike  s tra ­
tegy com m ittee  and o rdered i t  
—not m e re ly  authorized—to c a ll 
a s tr ik e  im m e d ia te ly  unless toe 
13 were re insta ted . Results fo l­
lowed q u ick ly . The com pany 
yie lded. W hile A rm o u r o ffic ia ls  
were p e rm itte d  to indu lge  in  a 
l it t le  em p ty  face saving  by de­
c la r in g  th a t the pun ishm ent— 
fir in g —had been too severe, the 
th irteen  were re insta ted.

A t the D enver A rm o u r p la n t 
w orkers s im ila r ly  m ade de­
m ands fo r  grievance ad jus t­
m ents d u rin g  w o rk in g  hours. 
The p la n t m anager f ire d  the 
protesters. B u t he q u ick ly  
agreed to com plete re ins ta te ­
m ent when confronted w ith  the 
th re a t o f an im m ed ia te  s tr ik e .

Chicago T ie-U p
And now  ju s t a fe w  days ago 

2,700 w orkers  in  the k i ll in g  de­
p a rtm e n t a t the m a in  A rm o u r 
p la n t o f the Chicago stockyards 
tied  up the p roduction  lin e  fo r  
a hour in  p ro tes t aga inst the  in ­
creased speed-up. (E lim in a tio n  
o f the speed-up is now  the m a­
jo r  dem and o f w orkers in  every 
ya rd  in  the coun try .) Y e t, s ta r t­
lin g  as i t  m a y  seem, a s ta te­
m en t issued by the p la n t super­
in tendent said th a t: “ union
leaders d isc la im ed hav ing  p lan ­
ned the stoppage and te rm ed 
them  runaw ays .”

The same day 2,400 m en in  
the John M o r r i l l  and Co, p la n t 
a t O ttum w a, Iow a , w ent on 
s tr ike  in  p ro tes t aga inst the  f i r ­
ing of fo u r w o rke rs  p rom inen t 
in  the organ iz ing  a c tiv itie s  of 
the FWOC. Th is  is the la rges t 
in d iv id u a l packing  p la n t in  the 
coun try .

Leaders B ack Down
In  W ashington, how ever, the 

union delegation s ta rted  ou t by 
m ak ing  an im p o rta n t conces­
sion to A rm o u r and Co. I t  w ith ­
d rew  its  p revious dem and fo r  a 
single nation-w ide wage agree­
m en t covering  a ll o f the com ­
pany ’s p lan ts. I t  declared toe 
union was w illin g  to negotiate 
w ith  the packing  f i r m  on a

p la n t by p la n t basis, p rovided 
th a t con tracts  made are p u t in  
w r it in g . Van B ittn e r, in  m ak ing  
the announcem ent fro m  toe 
S ecre tary  o f L a b o r’s o ffice  
sa id : “ The m o d ifica tio n  o f ou r 
demands was made as a con 
cession to p reven t a s tr ik e .”

T h a t concession fa lls  r ig h t in ­
to the lap  o f toe m ea t packers, 
fo r  i t  should be rem em bered 
th a t they have fro m  the outset 
f la t ly  refused to even consider a 
nation-w ide wage agreem ent 
and s im p ly  re fe rre d  the union 
leadersh ip  to th e ir  loca l p la n t 
m anagers. On the o ther hand 
the union o ff ic ia ls  have them ­
selves pointed repea ted ly  to the 
fu t i l i t y  o f try in g  to buttonhole 
loca l p la n t m anagers who do 
not fo rm u la te  or con tro l po licy  
fo r  the corpora tion .

One v e ry  s tr ik in g  instance of 
th is  fa c t was a ffo rded  a t the 
F a rgo , N . D. p la n t when two 
w orkers  w ere fire d  on s im ila r  
grounds and a t about the same 
tim e  as the 13 Chicago shop ste­
w ards. The heads o f A rm o u r 
and Co. s im p ly  refused to d is­
cuss the m a tte r and to ld  the un­
ion o ff ic ia ls  th a t they could go 
to F argo  and see the loca l p la n t 
m anager i f  they so desired. The 
F a rgo  w orkers, however, s tru ck  
the p la n t dem anding im m ed ia te  
re insta tem ent.

In c id e n ta lly  the union leaders 
had a lready  p rev ious ly  w eaken­
ed the union position  when in  
the m id s t o f its  demands fo r  a 
nation-w ide signed con trac t i t  
agreed to hold e lections fo r  de­
te rm in a tio n  o f co llec tive  b a r­
ga in ing  r ig h ts  in  add itiona l A r ­
m our p lan ts. W ith  such an 
agreem ent any lost e lection in  
any one p lan t, regard less o f 
com pany coercion, w ould auto­
m a tic a lly  ' e lim ina te  th a t p la n t 
fro m  a na tiona l agreem ent. I t  
w ould no longer be nation-w ide, 
and the com pany w ould  seem 
quite  ju s tif ie d  and have new 
argum ents to back up its  re fu s ­
al.

Two p la n t elections w ere held 
subsequently. The one in  the 
Chicago by-products p lan ts the 
union ca rr ie d  by a la rge  m a jo r­
ity . The o ther in  O klahom a C i­
ty , O kla ., the un ion lo s t by a 
n a rro w  m arg in . E lections are 
s t i l l  pending in  the p lan ts  a t 
F o r t W orth , Tex., and A lb e rt 
Lea, M inn . A rm o u r has tw en ty - 
nine p lants in  the coun try . E le c ­
tions have been held to date In 
eighteen p lan ts and th irte e n  of 
these w ere won by the PWOC.

W orkers Have Set E xam p le
The PWOC now  c la im s  to

I H O W  |
more tim ely than ever is the literature of the Soqialist j
Workers P arty  for those who have le ft the Comniunlst j
P arty  and for those who desire to understand the nature of j
the present im perialist conflict. }

The following books and pamphlets should be obtained I 
as soon as possible from  the j
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116 University Place
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nounce as forces in im ic a l to  toe 
w e lfa re  o f the  people, and

“ W hereas, he has fu r th e r  
shown his con tem pt fo r  the  su f­
fe r ings  o f the g re a t masses o f 
unem ployed in  so m any ways, 
v iz . reduction  o f re lie f budget, 
a pp rop ria tion  o f b illions  o f do l­
la rs  fo r  the bu ild in g  o f a huge 
w a r m achine, d e p riv in g  W PA 
w orke rs  o f m a k in g  a v e ry  poor 
l iv in g  by o rd e rin g  hundreds o f 
thousands dropped fro m  toe 
W PA pay ro ll,  the a ttem pted  
s lash ing o f p re v a ilin g  wages by 
the in s titu tio n  o f a s lave s tand­
a rd  o f wages, and la s tly , h is 
d ragg ing  fro m  some h ith e rto  
undiscovered hole know n on ly  
to h im se lf the scab-herding p ro ­
nouncem ent: ‘You can ’t  s tr ike  
aga inst the gove rnm en t,’ and

"W hereas, he has d irected  
the lega l m ach ine ry  o f the na­
tion  aga inst w orkers  who have 
challenged h is  r ig h t to d ic ta ­
to r ia l pow er by in s is tin g  on 
th e ir  r ig h t to m a in ta in  a decent 
wage w hether pa id  ou t by  the 
governm ent o r th rough  the o ff i­
ces o f h is in d u s tr ia l cohorts, 
and

“ W hereas, F B I agents, under 
the d ire c tio n  o f A tto rn e y  Gen­
e ra l F ra n k  M u rp h y , who takes 
h is o rders fro m  P res ident 
Roosevelt, are  know n to have 
acted as agents-provocateur to 
d ra w  the b ru ta lity  o f the police 
on the heads o f w o rke rs  defend­
in g  th e ir  r ig h ts  to  existence, 
and

“ W h e r e a s ,  D eputy U n ited  
States M arsha ls , g loa ting  in  the 
o ppo rtun ity  a ffo rded  them  to 
persecute and h u m ilia te  W PA 
w orke rs  in  M inneapo lis , have 
d ra m a tic a lly  ra ided  the homes 
o f w orkers  under in d ic tm e n t 
d u rin g  the hours o f the n ig h t 
in  com pany w ith  photographers 
o f the c a p ita lis t press who pub­
lish  p ic tu res  of those w orke rs

in  handcuffs  whose o n ly  c r im e  
consists o f fig h tin g  fo r  a r ig h t 
to  ex is t, w h ile  c o rru p t judged 
and bankers, who have d is ­
graced and p lundered toe coun­
t r y  a re  trea ted  w ith  se rv ile  
courtesy, and

“ W hereas, the fu l l  s treng th  
o f G overnor Staasen o f M inne­
sota was th row n  in to  the scale 
o f oppression aga inst the la b o r­
ing  class o f M inneapo lis  in  con­
sonance w ith  R oosevelt’s w ish ­
es, now  there fo re

“ Be I t  Resolved, th a t in  ac­
cordance w ith  our cons titu tion ­
a l r ig h ts  we condem n each and 
every  a c t o f P res iden t Roose­
v e lt and h is underlings, in c lu d ­
ing  A tto rn e y  G enera l M u rp h y  
and Col. F . C. H a rrin g to n , e tc., 
and c a ll on labo r to  un ite  in  
opposition to the ‘easy’ in tro ­
duction  of H it le r is m  in  th is  na­
tio n  and pledge ou r fu lle s t sup­
p o rt to  toe v ic tim s  o f Roosevelt 
oppression in  M in n e a p o lis ."

P res ident,
A. N . Wankel

SWP MEETINGS 
PROVE MASSES 
AGAINST WAR

JUDAS GOAT
“ We lib e ra ls  have the 

choice between the b a tt le ­
fie ld  and the concentra tion  
cam p, and we sha ll choose 
the b a ttle fie ld . We p re fe r to 
die on our fee t ra th e r than to 
live  on ou r knees.”

—H a ro ld  J . L a sk i, noted 
lib e ra l h is to ria n / in  an ad­
dress to students o f the U . o f 
W isconsin, A p r i l  7, 1939.

have enro lled  under its  banner 
a to ta l o f 84,000 o u t o f the 129,- 
000 organ izab le  w orke rs  in  the 
packing  in d u s try . I t  is  tru e  th a t 
these figu res  are being d isputed 
by the m ea t packers ; th a t is  to 
be expected. B u t the re  need be 
no doubt th a t union o rgan iza ­
tion  is m a k in g  gains in  the 
s tockyards r ig h t a long. '

T im e  and again  the w orke rs  
have taken action  a t the drop 
o f a ha t, using the s tr ik e  weap­
on as a means o f redressing 
th e ir  grievances. On the o ther 
hand, as Van B ittn e r  announc­
ed, the leadersh ip  seeks to p re ­
ven t a s tr ike . I t  a ttem pts  to 
s ta r t the ba ttle  by  g iv in g  heavy 
concessions to m ake a plea fo r 
negotia tions become m ore  p a l­
atab le . C ontinu ing  th is , w ha t 
w il l  happen to the demands o f 
the w orkers? A re  no t labo r o r­
ganizations b u ilt  fo r  the f ig h t 
to  defend the w o rke rs ’ in te r­
ests? A n  o rgan iza tion  d rive  
w h ich  does not vo ice c le a rly  
and p rec ise ly  the demands of 
the w orkers  is foredoom ed to 
fa ilu re ; and a leadersh ip  w h ich  
does not p repare  fo r  s trugg le  in  
defense o f these demands is no t 
w o rth y  o f a m ili ta n t union. The 
w orkers  have a lready  set the 
exam ple fo r  un ion po licy .

B y  B . J . W ID IC K  
N a tiona l La b o r Secretary

The deeply rooted a n ti-w a r 
sen tim ent o f the masses o f peo­
ple re flec ted  its e lf in  the mass 
m eetings on the w a r c r is is  and 
the S ta lin -H itle r P a c t w h ich  I  
addressed in  the M idd le  West 
la s t week.

I t  was an in sp ira tio n  to  sae 
the m any new  faces a t the mase 
m eetings in  A kron , Youngs­
tow n and C leveland.

Two lead ing  S ta lin is ts  a ttend­
ed the A kron  m eeting, and ask­
ed sym pa the tic  questions. In  
Youngstown a new  group o f 
w orkers  lis tened a tte n tive ly  
when R oosevelt’s w a r a im s a t 
th e ir  expense w ere exposed.

N ew headquarte rs in  C leve­
land fu rn ished  a good back­
ground fo r  d e live rin g  an a n ti­
w a r ta lk  to  the audience of 
n e a rly  100 people. R oosevelt’s 
em ergency p ro c la m a tio n  had 
been headlined in  every  news­
paper ju s t before th a t m eeting  
and the im p a c t o f th is  event 
could be fe lt  among toe people.

“ W hat can we do to stop w ar? 
To keep A m e rica  ou t o f w ar?  
To keep fro m  going to Europe 
to f ig h t? ”  These questions were 
pa ram oun t in  everyone ’s m ind  
as rad io  b u lle tin  a fte r b u lle tin  
b rough t the la te s t moves in  the 
im p e r ia lis t w a r.

P a rty  M o b iliz in g
A lthough toe m eetings w ere 

a rranged  a t v e ry  qu ick  notice,! 
the fine  w o rk  done by the 
branches was a s ig n if ic a n t in ­
d ica tion  o f how  the p a rty  ranks 
are de te rm ined  to f ig h t unceas­
in g ly  aga inst w ar.

O f course, there  was toe  m o­
m ent o f shock fe lt  by  everyone 
when the b loody spectacle o f 
mass m u rd e r, destruction , and 
pestilence unfo lded before the 
w orld . The ghastly  n ig h tm a re  
had become the re a lity .

Perhaps the b itte re s t com ­
m ents aga inst w a r cam e fro m  
the wom en in  the audiences. 
W omen whose husbands o r  sons 
face the prospect o f death w h ile  
W a ll S tree t sucks the p ro f it  ou t 
o f th e ir  blood.

S ig n ifica n tly , w h ile  m any ask­
ed questions on va rious aspects 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  
p rog ram , one fa c t was accept­
ed by a ll—the S oc ia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty  is the on ly an ti-w a r 
P a rty  in  A m erica .

Come to the Anti-W ar Fighters

DANCE and ENTERTAINMENT
S A T U R D A Y , S EPTEM BER  16th at 9 P. M.

Irving Plaza Ballroom
(N ew ly  R edecorated)

15th S tree t and I r v in g  P lace

ON T H E  P R O G R AM  
A rch ie  Savage

In  a A fro -A m e rica n  vers ion  o f Cuban dances 
Dewey Johnson

Fam ous Negro B a ritone  in  some old and new fa vo rite s
T rin id a d  Calypso Singers

In  a presenta tion  o f top ica l and in tim a te  songs
B  &  L  ?? ! !

In  severa l jazz versions o f the m odern dance 
e tc., e tc., etc.

Music by SAVOY BEARCATS
Tickets 75c On Sale at:

L ab o r  B o o k  S h o p  

So c ia l is t  W o r k e r s  P a r t y  
116 University Place

"LA B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  SKIN  CAN­
N O T E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H ER E  
|<ABOR $ IT H  A B LA CK  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D ’’—K A R L M A R X .
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F K L . IX  M O R R O W
G enera l M anage r : 
M A R T IN  A B E R N

E d ito r  :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N

Associate E d ito r»  : ____
E M A N U E L . G A R R E T T

A ss is ta n t M a n a g e r: 
S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
S. A Twenty ̂ Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. Thirty-th irty! $30-weekly minim um  wage—  

30-hour weekly m axim um  for a ll workers on 
a ll jobs.

5. Th irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party .
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.
12. Full social, political and economic equality 

for the Negro people.

W hy FDR Wants War
The anti-war resolution adopted by the Pitts­

burgh conference o f the CIO United Project 
Workers Organizing Committee (printed else­
where in this issue) breathes a spirit of such 
earnest sincerity and— more important— grim 
determination to fight the war-makers, that it 
may seem carping to make some criticisms o f it.

Unlike the isolationists, the signatories o f the 
Pittsburgh resolution start out with a realistic 
understanding o f a number o f basic facts: that 
the war tends to become a world war, that the 
M-Day plans are prim arily directed against la­
bor, that to fight against the wars waged by 
capitalists means to fight for the needs o f the 
workers, that labor only loses by such wars. One 
has only to compare this resolution to the Labor 
Day “ anti-war”  speech of John L. Lewis to see 
the fundamental difference between a serious, 
honest approach and that o f a trade union 
bureaucrat seeking to take advantage o f anti-war 
sentiment.

But the Pittsburgh resolution is exceedingly 
naive when it  says that “ the only motives which 
force us into wars”  are the profits o f the muni­
tions makers. These profits are a link in the 
chain, and that is why it  is so important to stop 
Roosevelt’s attempt to l i f t  the embargo on muni­
tions shipments. But it  is only one link, and 
scarcely the most important one.

Roosevelt is taking the road toward war, not 
only at the behest o f the munitions makers, but 
as the executive o f the entire American capitalist 
class. He is taking the road to war because that 
is the capitalist way out o f the economic crisis 
raging since 1929. For ten years the capitalists 
tried other ways: Hoover’s way, and then the 
various shifts and turns o f the “ New Deal” . 
For ten years they tried internal methods of get­
ting capitalism to run again. A ll these methods, 
as we predicted, failed. And, as we predicted, the 
capitalists have now turned to the external meth­
od o f war.

Not merely for the gigantic profits o f trade 
in munitions and other products with Anglo- 
French imperialism, but— more important— to 
jo in  the one imperialist gang against H itle r’s 
imperialist gang in re-dividing the world, and 
then to shoulder aside as much as possible Amer­
ica's Anglo-French partners in order to take the 
lion’s share of the swag for the American 
bosses. A t the end o f this another Versailles 
Treaty, breeding still more wars, separated by 
“ peace”  in the form o f great economic crises. 
That’s what i t ’s all about, and not basically about 
munitions profits.

A  clear and realistic understanding o f the mo­
tivation o f the war-makers is the first weapon 
needed by the labor movement in mobilizing 
against the Roosevelt war plans.

Smash the Frameup
On “ evidence”  provided by F B I agents sent 

into the Minneapolis W P A  strike by Attorney 
General Murphy, a Federal grand ju ry  has in­
dicted 103 strikers. “ You can’t strike against the 
government,”  Roosevelt threatened— though
there’s nothing in the Constitution or the law to 
that effect— and his lieutenant Murphy carried 
out the threat. They hung the indictments on the 
flimsy thread provided by a provision o f the 
Roosevelt-Woodrum Relief Law which prohi­
bits “ interference”  w ith W P A  workers. Trials 
are to take place shortly. v

Minnesota labor got a stiff dose o f govern­
ment and state prosecution in the last war fo r 
democracy. Minnesota labor understands that 
Roosevelt is taking the road that Wilson trav­
elled, and that Roosevelt is moving even more 
sw iftly  than his predecessor. W hat Attorney 
General Daugherty didn’t get around to until 
1918 and 1919, Murphy is already up to.

The answer o f Minnesota labor has been in- 
spiringly decisive. The Central Labor Union of 
Minneapolis, comprising the entire labor move­
ment, has set up a W P A  Defense Committee 
which is raising the necessary bail, taking care 
o f the prisoners and their families, providing at­
torneys, and fighting the case before the bar of 
public opinion. The St. Paul Trades and Labor 
Assembly, speaking for the labor movement of 
Minneapolis’ tw in city, has established a com­
mittee empowered to cooperate to the fu ll w ith 
the Minneapolis defense body. The Minnesota 
Federation o f Labor, now in session, w ill un­
doubtedly jo in  in the defense and, moreover, w ill 
have submitted to it a proposal for a one-day 
general strike against the frame-up.

But the Minnesota labor movement should not 
stand alone in this fight. The finnacial burdens 
should be shared by the whole American labor 
movement, for the issues involved affect the fu ­
ture of every section o f organized labor. I f  the 
government succeeds in railroading the defend­
ants, that means that strikes w ill be outlawed 
not only on W P A  and all work in government 
agencies, but on all public works fo r any na­
tional, state or municipal agency and, fo r that 
matter, on any job under government contract. 
Shipbuilding, munitions, chemicals, steel— all the 
multitudinous fields in which the Roosevelt ad­
ministration sticks its nose and lets out a contract 
— w ill operate under the shadow of a successful 
frame-up in Minneapolis.

Sharing the financial burden with the Minne­
sota unions is, therefore, an elementary obliga­
tion o f the American trade union movement. But 
the financial aspect is secondary. Far more im­
portant is the necessity to arouse the organized 
workers o f this country to the danger now con­
cretised in the Minneapolis cases, to awaken ev­
ery trade unionist and friend o f labor and demo­
cratic rights, to the need for smashing the 
Minneapolis frame-up. Every union should take 
a stand in solidarity w ith the defendants against 
the prosecution. Every trade union paper should 
publish the story. Nothing w ill give the prosecu­
tion more cause to hesitate and back down, than 
a mountain of protests from the American trade 
union movement.

f  #

Copies o f all resolutions should be sent to the 
Central Labor Union W P A  Defense Committee, 
Eighth Street North, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
and checks and money orders should be made 
out to the same body.

Such Coincidences!
Recently we noted that the day after the Stal- 

in -H itler pact was announced the Soviet Pavi­
lion at the W orld ’s Fair withdrew’ from exhibi­
tion the anti-Nazi film, Professor Mamlock. This 
was officially described by the Stalinists as a 
“ coincidence” . The N .Y . Times for Sept. 7 
reports a whole series o f such “ coincidences” 
now taking place in the Soviet Union:

“ Increasing signs o f a desire to consider Ger­
man susceptibilities are noted. Tolstoi’s play, The 
Road to, Victory, which deals w ith Germany's 
part in the wars of intervention, has been w ith­
drawn from the schedule o f the Vakhtangov 
Theatre. Such famous anti-fascist films as Pro­
fessor Mamlock and The Oppenheimer Family 
have been withdrawn, as has also Eisenstein’s 
Alexander Nevsky, although it  deals w ith a 
Russo-German conflict as far back as 1214. A ll 
comments on anti-German films, historical or 
contemporary, are being deleted from the jubilee 
book on the development o f the Soviet motion 
picture now in course o f preparation.”

The Stalinist 
W ar Line Adds 
A New W rinkle

A  Manifesto 1

To the Oppressed Peoples o f  
La tin  America, Asia, A frica

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

the m ost dangerous poison fo r  the masses. The 
tru e  face  o f the p a c ifis t dem ocrats begins to 
be revealed in  a ll its  hideous nud ity . Look a t 
G andhi, th a t senile sa in t o f the H indu  c a p ita l­
is ts ! He drops h is  m ask and changes h is ro le  
of the h u m a n ita ria n  vege ta rian  prophe t in to  
th a t o f re c ru it in g  sergeant in  the serv ice  of 
B ritish  im p e ria lis m , the m ost in fam ous oppres­
sor of In d ia . The same despicable ro le  is 
p layed by such petty-bourgeois na tiona lis ts  as 
N ehru. M . N . Roy, etc.

Neither Hitler-Stalin Nor 
Chamberlain-Roosevelt

Oppressed peoples o f L a tin  A m e ric a ! E n ­
slaved peoples o f A sia  and A fr ic a ! Do no t be­
lieve  the lies o f the im p e ria lis t pow e rs ! Do not 
m arch  to w a r under the bloody and ignoble 
banner o f im p e ria lis m ! C ham berla in -D a lad ie r 
w an t you r sk in , you r bones th a t are exhausted 
by feuda l and c a p ita lis t exp lo ita tion , in  o rde r 
to th row  you in to  the m ouths o f the fasc is t 
cannons o f H it le r !  Japan w ants to p ro f it  fro m  
you r le g itim a te  ha tred  of the im p e r ia lis t ban­
d its  o f London and P a ris  in  o rder to exp lo it 
you, in  the nam e o f a vague A s ia tic  p a tr io tism . 
Do no t le t yourselves be used! I f  H itle r-M usso- 
l in i come before you, a rm  in  a rm  w ith  the in ­
fam ous S ta lin , try in g  to e xp lo it fo r th e ir  own 
bene fit you r ju s tif ie d  f ig h t aga inst Anglo- 
F rench  im p e ria lism , do n o t lis ten  to them : un­
der the a n ti- im p e ria lis t, a n ti-ca p ita lis t dem a­
gogy o f the H itle r-S ta lin  com bine hides the 
hideous face of bestia l fasc ism ; d rive  them  
aw ay!

N e ithe r is Roosevelt m ore w o rth y  o f con fi­
dence. He w orks not fo r  the defence o f peace 
and dem ocracy b u t fo r  w a r, fo r  the in te rests  of 
W all S treet, fo r  the exp lo ita tion  of a ll the peo­
ple o f L a tin  A m e rica  and Asia, fo r  the dom in ­
a tion  o f the w o rld !
Hear Only the Voice of 
Your Brothers

The voice th a t you m ust hear is the voice of 
the to ile rs  of the w o rld , c ru c ifie d  anew by the 
u n fa ith fu l and tra ito ro u s  leaders, fro m  S ta lin  
to Leon B lu m , fro m  C itrine  to Toledano, fro m  
B row der to Green. Lew is  and Co. T h is  is the 
profound voice o f you r coun trym en bent under 
the feuda l yoke, i t  is  the voice o f the to ile rs  of 
the c ities  and the fie lds  who get no th ing  fro m  
life  bu t the du ty  of not dy ing  fro m  hunger so 
th a t the strong-boxes o f the super-rich  m ay 
continue to be f il le d . T h a t is the voice th a t you 
m ust hear!

The w a r th a t a t th is  m om ent is devasta ting  
the fie lds  of Europe and th a t w il l  v e ry  soon 
em brace the whole w o rld  is no t you r w a r. I t  
is  an unde rtak ing  o f the b ig  th ieves to see 
w hich sha ll be m aste r of the w o rld  in  the near 
fu tu re . Peoples o f Asia , A fr ic a  and L a tin  
A m e rica : p ro f it  fro m  th e ir  w a r by aw akening! 
There is on ly one na tiona l w a r in  the w o rld  
th a t can be ju s t: th a t is  you r w a r! The w a r 
th a t on ly  you, oppressed and enslaved peoples, 
w il l  be able to lead: the w a r aga inst the bank­
ers and im p e ria lis ts  o f Europe, the U n ited  
States and Japan; the w a r fo r  your na tiona l 
independence!

Break with a ll the 
Agents of Imperialism

B u t in  o rde r th a t you should be able to p ro f it  
fro m  the w a r of the exp lo iting  im p e r ia lis t ban­
d its , in  o rde r th a t you should be able to u tilize  
i t  to conquer you r na tiona l independence and 
lib e r ty , one cond ition  is  ind ispensable : you 
m ust m erc iless ly  d rive  fro m  you r ranks the 
open o r disguised im p e r ia lis t agents o f every 
co lo r, w hether they be dem ocrats o r fascists. 
The fo rm e r w an t to push you to w a r in  the 
serv ice  o f the B r it is h . F rench  o r A m erican  op­
pressor, the la tte r  w an t to p u t you under the 
yoke o f H it le r , the M ikado or M usso lin i. D rive

fro m  you r ranks, w ith  equal firm ness , the 
fa ith fu l agents o f S ta lin  the tra ito r , yesterday 
s t i l l  the ra g in g  pa rtisans o f the “ de m o cra tic ”  
w a r aga inst the fa sc is t aggressor, and today 
the defenders o f the treacherous a lliance  be­
tween S ta lin  and H t i le r !

Yankees— Policemen of 
World Reaction

The ro le  o f Yankee im p e ria lis m  is  no less 
reac tio n a ry  than th a t o f the European o r Jap ­
anese im p e ria lism s . The Yankee im p e ria lis ts  
w il l  be the reserve fo rce  o f w o rld  reaction 
when, sickened by the h o rro rs  o f the w a r, the 
enslaved peoples o f the O rie n t stand up erect, 
chase out the B r it is h  and F rench  s lave-d rive rs  
and p ro c la im  th e ir  independence. The E u ro ­
pean im p e ria lis ts , w orn  ou t by the w a r, w il l  
no longer have the s treng th  to  s trang le  the 
g rea t revo lu tion  of the colonies. Th is  task fa lls  
upon the less exhausted im p e ria lis ts , the r ic h ­
est and m ost pow e rfu l ones, those of the U n ited  
States. I t  is the h is to ric  respons ib ility  o f the 
A m erican  w orkers , w ith  the a id o f the op­
pressed peoples of L a tin  A m e rica , to p reven t 
w o rld  c a p ita lis t reaction  fro m  ach iev ing  its  
goal.

T h a t is w hy the A m erican  w orkers  and the 
L a tin -A m e rica n  peoples m ust no t le t them ­
selves be deceived by the lies about the “ w a r 
fo r dem ocracy” . The .reac tiona ry  governm ents 
of L a tin  A m erica  cannot defend dem ocracy, 
fo r i f  dem ocracy re a lly  existed in  these con­
tro lle d  countries th e ir  peoples w ould have the 
means of re fus ing  to go to th is  w a r fo r  the 
p ro fits  o f W a ll S treet.

Freedom for a ll the Oppressed!
Side by side w ith  the m illio n s  of L a tin  A m e r­

ica  and o f Asia, the A fr ica n  Negroes, the peo­
ples o f A lg e ria , Morocco, Tun is and E g y p t who 
su ffe r under the heel of the “ d em ocra tic ”  im ­
p e ria lis ts , w il l  m ake coraon cause w ith  th e ir  
bro thers oppressed by M usso lin i, Salazar and 
F ranco . Together they w il l  f ig h t the com m on 
s trugg le  aga inst se rv ing  in  the com peting  a r ­
m ies o f im p e ria lism . Together they w il l  a im  
a t one goa l: the com plete  independence o f the 
peoples of A fr ic a , so long the p re y  o f p reda­
to ry  ca p ita lism .

The oppressed peoples o f the colonies and 
sem i-colonies m ust take  in to  th e ir  own hands 
the r ig h t to decide th e ir  own destin ies: they 
m ust take  back th e ir  na tiona l riches w h ich  
were stolen fro m  them  by the fo re ign  ca p ita l­
is ts ; they m us t take  back th e ir land w ith  the 
r ig h t to w ork  i t  fre e ly ; they m us t take  back 
the g rea t means o f p roduction  and the m onop­
olies sw allow ed up by the fo re ign  im p e r ia l­
ists ; they m us t take  back the freedom  o f w hich 
they were deprived by the na tiona l feuda l b a r­
ons, a llied  w ith  the fo re ign  im p e r ia lis t ban­
d its :

I t  is  fo r  these th ings th a t you m us t fig h t, 
people of the oppressed countries of the w o rld ! 
The hour o f th is  s trugg le  w il l  soon sound. The 
p ro le ta r ia t of Europe, of the U n ited  States, of 
the ca p ita lis t powers, w il l  support you In th is  
s trugg le  fo r  freedom . And w ith  you r a id , they 
w il l  stop the in te r- im p e r ia lis t w o rld  w a r by 
tra n s fo rm in g  i t  in to  a w a r o f the oppressed fo r  
freedom  w h ich  w il l  establish the on ly  la s tin g  
peace, the peace o f the w orke rs , erected b y  the 
W orld  R epublic  o f Labo r and S oc ia lism !

Down w ith  both the “ D e m o c ra tic ”  and Fas­
c is t Im p e ria lis ts !

Down w ith  the In te r- Im p e r ia lis t W ar!
Down w ith  C ap ita lism !
Long L iv e  the W ar o f the  C olonia l Peoples 

fo r  th e ir  N a tiona l L ib e ra tio n !
Long L ive  the W orld  S oc ia lis t R evo lu tion !

A ll-A m e rica n  and P a c if ic  B u ro , 
Sub-Secretaria t o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

. . . “ the character of the w ar now developing is 
that of a struggle between two riva l im perialist 
groups for the domination of the world.

“ Poland has been made the excuse for the out­
break of this w ar as Belgium became the pretext 
for the development of the last world w ar. . . .

“ The character of this w ar in no principle re­
spect can be said to d iffer from  that of the late 
World W ar.

“ This w ar has nothing to offer the masses of 
any participating country except death and de­
struction, further miseries and burdens.”

Incredible as it  m ay seem, these simple state­
ments of fact are now uttered by the general sec­
retary  of the Communist P arty  of the United 
States, E a rl Browder. (D aily W orker, Sept. 13).

And to round out the picture he declared that to 
understand the role of Poland “ we have to refer to 
the fascist character of the government of Poland 
itself. This was a government which only a few 
months ago participated with H itle r in the dis­
memberment of Czechoslovakia.

“ This government in the past oppressed, and 
still continues up to the present to oppress nation­
alities within its own frontiers.”

These words are by the same Browder who only 
the other day howled for a w ar of England and 
France against Germ an Fascism.

Y este rday he pa in ted the Po lish  governm ent as 
the genuine spokesman o f the P o lish  people, the 
true  defender of th e ir na tiona l independence.

Yeste rday he denounced as “ coun te r-revo lu tion ­
a ry  T ro ts k y is m ”  the v ie w  th a t the im pend ing  w a r 
w ould be a re p e titio n  o f the w a r of 1914-1918, th a t 
is, an im p e r ia lis t w a r waged under the h yp o c ritica l 
slogan o f defense o f sm a ll nations. He scu rr ilo u s ly  
attacked as “ F asc is t agents”  those who pointed 
to the fasc is t and im p e r ia lis t na tu re  o f the Polish 
governm ent.

Today, a t the d ic ta tes of the K re m lin  m aster, 
B ro w d e r’s tune has changed. S ta lin ’s agents have 
to exp la in  w hy th e ir paym aste r has signed a pact 
w ith  H it le r  w h ich  d ire c tly  aids the la t te r ’s a ttack  
on the Po lish  people. So they d iscover th a t the im ­
p e ria lis t governm ents are no th ing  b u t . . . im p e r­
ia lis t governm ents! They can no longer defend the 
w a r as a ju s t w a r, because o therw ise how can they 
exp la in  S ta lin ’s d ire c t m a te r ia l and m o ra l a id  to 
H itle r?

Then the w a r—“ the s trugg le  between tw o r iv a l 
im p e ria lis t groups fo r  the dom ina tion  o f the 
w o rld ”  (B ro w d e r)—i t  appears should no t be sup­
ported by the w o rk ing  class in  any country?  

B row der rem a ins  silentNm  th is  question!

Browder's Comrades Back 
"Im perialist W ar"

A week ago he endorsed the support o f the w ar 
by the F rench  and E ng lish  C om m unist P a rties . 
In  a D a ily  W orker e d ito r ia l (Septem ber 6), en­
tit le d  "S ym bo l o f the F rench  C om m unist P a r ty ”  
we read :

“ M aurice  Thorez, genera l secre ta ry  o f the 
g rea t F rench  C om m unist P a rty , has presented 
h im se lf fo r m ili ta ry  serv ice  w ith  the a rm y  of 
F rance . . . .

“ Now th a t M un ich  has led to w a r, Thorez, the 
C om m unist leader beloved o f the F rench  people, 
o ffe rs  h is life  to defend the na tiona l se cu rity  of 
F ra n ce .”
And the nex t day, a specia l cable to  the D a ily  

W orker fro m  London reports  th a t the C om m unist 
P a rty  “ v igorous ly  p roc la im ed  th a t i t  continues to 
w o rk  m ore a c tive ly  than eve r' to  help w in  the w a r 
aga inst fasc is t aggression ’

The F rench  S ta lin is ts  support the w a r in  the 
name o f “ the na tiona l se cu rity  o f F ra n ce .”

The E ng lish  S ta lin is ts  support the w a r in  the 
name of the s trugg le  “ aga inst fa sc is t aggression.”  

T h is  is the same w a r w h ich  B row de r c o rre c tly  
says “ has no th ing  to o ffe r the masses o f any p a r­
t ic ip a tin g  coun try  except death and destruction , 
fu r th e r m iseries and burdens.” !

A ll o f B ro w d e r’s exp lana tions of the  S ta lin - 
H it le r  pac t and the new po licy  o f the C om m unist 
P a rty  on ly  increase the confusion and bew ilde r­
m en t in  the S ta lin is t ranks.

Covering Up the Nazi Alliance
B ro w d e r’s condem nation o f the w a r as im p e r ia l­

is t on both sides is fo r  the sole purpose o f se rv ing  
the in te rests o f the S ta lin  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  a new 
period—the pe riod  o f the S ta lin -H itle r pact. F o r 
the present, th is  requ ires an a tta ck  on B r it is h  and 
F rench  im p e ria lis m , and an increased ag ita tion  
fo r a R oosevelt-S ta lin  a lliance  aga inst Japan and 
any o ther powers th rea ten ing  R ussia. B u t the p ro ­
g ram  to be persuasive, m ust be p u t fo rw a rd  as 
flo w in g  not fro m  S ta lin is t bu t fro m  A m e rica n  in ­
terests. T h a t is  w hy the C om m unist P a rty  in ­
creases its  d r ive  fo r  ra lly in g  the w orkers  behind 
R oosevelt’s “ na tiona l u n ity ”  and h is w a r moves.

H owever, events are m ov ing  ve ry  ra p id ly . 
Roosevelt is tra v e lin g  a t lig h tn in g  speed tow ards 
invo lvem en t of the U n ited  States in  the w a r on the 
side of E ng land  and F rance . In  fa c t he has a lready  
doe so by his dec la ra tion  th a t the governm ent w il l  
defend Canada— an ac tive  aljly of*' B r ita in  and 
F rance— aga inst any a ttack . Since the in te rests  o f 
S ta lin  are a t p resent no t in  th a t d irec tion , the  Com­
m u n is t p a rty  w il l  begin a f la n k  a tta ck  on th is  
course.

The p o licy  of the A m e rica n  C om m unist P a rty  
w il l  be de term ined a t each stage by the d ic ta tes o f 
the au toc ra t o f the K re m lin . I f  S ta lin  m akes an 
open m ili ta r y  a lliance  w ith  H it le r  fo r  the p a rtit io n  
o f Poland and the B a lt ic  states—of course, under 
the slogan o f “ na tiona l independence”  o f the U k ­
ra in ians , e tc .!—then the C om m unist P a rty  w il l  
come in to  m ore  open c o n flic t w ith  Roosevelt.

MANUSCRIPTS ASKED FOR JOHN 
DEWEY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

Professor Sidney Hook an­
nounced a contest fo r  the f i r s t  
aw ard  o f a $750.00 fe llow sh ip  
fo r  “ a piece of o r ig in a l research 
w ork  o r a constructive  analysis 
of a labo r p rob lem .”  The aw ard  
w il l  be made by a com m ittee  of 
judges consisting of Professors 
John Dewey and Sidney Hook, 
and Ju lius  H ochm an, w e ll- 
know n labo r leader. The nam e 
of the w inne r w il l  be made pub­
lic , and the chosen m anuscrip t 
w il l  be published by the JOHN 
D E W E Y  R E S E A R C H  F E L ­
LO W SH IP , o f w h ich  P rofessor 
Hook is C ha irm an.

The fe llow sh ip  was founded 
by fr iends  and ad m ire rs  o f P ro ­
fessor Dewey in  honor o f his 
approaching 80th b irth d a y , in  
apprec ia tion  o f h is con tribu ­
tions to the labor m ovem ent 
and to hum an progress, and in  
the hope o f s tim u la tin g  w ide in-

te res t in  the labor m ovem ent. 
The contest is  open to everyone 
under the fo llo w in g  ru les :

1. A fu l l  de ta iled  ou tline  of a 
proposed m anuscrip t, the 
la tte r to  be p re fe ra b ly  of 
book size, m ust be subm it­
ted on o r before N ovem ber 
30, 1939, covering  an o r ig ­
in a l piece o f research on 
any p rob lem  o f genera l 
s ign ificance  to the A m e ri­
can labo r m ovem ent; fo r 
exam ple :

a—R elations o f the labor 
m ovem ent a n d  pub lic  
school education; 
b—Philosophy o f trade  
un ion ism  in  re la tio n  to 
the dem ocra tic  w ay of 
life .

2. The outline  is  to  be signed 
w ith  a nom  de p lum e. The 
rea l nam e and address of 
the contestant should be

placed in  a sealed envel­
ope, w ith  the nom  de p lum e 
on the outside—the envel­
ope to be a ttached to the 
ou tline  subm itted .

3. The m anuscrip t m ust be 
com pleted w ith in  one year 
a fte r date o f aw ard .

4. O ne-th ird  o f the fe llow sh ip  
($250) w il l  be presented to 
the w inn ing  contestant on 

acceptance o f the ou tline,
the balance ($500) on ac­
ceptance by the judges of 
the com pleted m anuscrip t.

O utlines should be m a iled  to 
H illm a n  M . B ishop, S ecre ta ry  
of the C om m ittee  o f the Com­
m ittee  o f A w a rd , G overnm ent 
D epartm ent, College o f the C ity  
of New Y o rk , 17 Lex ing ton  A ve ­
nue, New Y o rk , N . Y .

ATTENTION! NEW  
YORK READERS

The A P P E A L now appears 
on New York City news­
stands on Tuesday, Thurs­
day and Saturday. I f  you 
¡vant the A P P E A L placed on 
any newsstand notify the 
Business M anager of the 
A PPEA L by m ail.

W hat Browder Said U ntil Yesterday.


