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F. D. R. PLOTS RUBBER-STAMP WAR CONGRESS
Indicted 
Strikers 
W in First 
Victory

United Labor Protest 
Wins Bail Reduction- 
Green Hits Arrests

(Special to the S ocialist A ppeal)

M IN N E A P O L IS  —  T h e  
Central Labor Union W P A  
Defense Committee won its 
First victory in the fight 
a g a i n s t  t h e  government’s 
frameup o f 103 W P A  s trik 
ers, when Federal Judge Gun- 
nar Nordbye last Tuesday 
filed an order providing about 
75 per cent reduction in bail. 
Eleven of the 43 workers so fa r  
arrested were released without 
ba il on their personal recogniz
ance.

W illia m  Green, president o f 
the A F L , declared the A F L ’s 
“ sym pa thy  and fu l l  m easure o f 
m o ra l suppo rt”  o f the s tr ik e rs  
in  D u lu th  la s t M onday, where 
he spoke a t La b o r D ay  cere
monies.

E ven  w ith  the ju d g e ’s reduc
tion , ove r $40,000 b a il w il l  be re- 
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Behind the Lines
By G EO RG E S T E R N .

When P res ident Roosevelt in 
voked w a rtim e  powers to o rder 
Increases in  the a rm ed forces 
and to s ta r t a w itch  - hunt 
aga inst “ subvers ive”  elem ents, 
he showed how soon and how 
s w ift ly  dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  w il l  
be extingu ished in  th is  coun try  
as its  m asters d rag  i t  in to  w a r.

B r ita in  and F rance  are a l
ready as to ta lita r ia n  as th e ir  
enem y across the R hine. P a r
liam en ts  have been th ru s t aside 
w ithou t cerem ony. They w ere
n ’t  even p e rm itte d  to go th rough 
the m otions o f d ec la ring  th is  
w a r as the sovereign w il l  o f the 
peoples they are supposed to 
represent. C ham berla in  m e re ly  
to ld  the House o f Commons th a t | 
the coun try  was a t w a r. D alad- 
ie r had h is docile  deputies vote 
to h im  in  advance to declare 
w a r when he saw  f i t .

As th e ir  la s t acts these e x p ir
ing  “ d e m o cra tic ”  bodies tu rned 
over to  the m asters o f the  two 
governm ents u n lim ite d  d ic ta 
to r ia l powers. These powers 
were s w if t ly  used, to  decree 
death to a ll re m a in in g  c iv i l  l i 
berties, to  choke o ff a ll re m a in 
ing  channels o f independent 
op in ion, and to  dragoon the 

' economy o f the coun try—above 
a ll the  w o rk e rs !—in to  a to ta li
ta r ia n  u n it geared to the g r im  
business o f w ag ing  w ar.

And th a t is  w ha t "d e m o c ra tic  
r ig h ts ”  and Congress and its  
Congressmen w il l  am ount to 
when Roosevelt and W a ll S treet 
deem the m om ent has come to 
th row  th is  c o u n try ’s w e igh t in to  
the s trugg le  fo r  m arke ts , co l
onies, and supe r-p ro fits . Roose
v e lt has a lready  issued the 
fa lse c ry  fo r  “ na tiona l u n ity ” — 
an end to p o lit ic a l d ifferences 
in  tim e  o f c ris is . F o r the Re
publicans and D em ocra ts—tools 
in  com m on o f the S ix ty  F a m i
lies  who are the re a l ru le rs  of 
the land—th is  “ u n ity ”  w il l  be 
easy to achieve. They w il l  s im 
p ly  stop th e ir  shadow-boxing. 
B u t h idden behind th is  c ry  is 
the in ten tion  o f the governm ent 
to lash  a ll genuine opponents of 
the w a r In to  subm ission, to  be
g in  the cam paign o f hys te rica l 
propaganda th a t w i l l  lead our 
m illio n s  o f youth  s tra ig h t Into

the holocaust.
T h a t is w hy Roosevelt s ta rts  

ou t w ith  decrees a im ed a t “ sub
ve rs ive ” , elem ents. T h a t is w hy 
he is ca n n ily  w a itin g  fo r  the 
w a r boom to begin to m ake i t 
se lf fe l t  before he comes before 
a chastened Congress w ith  a de
m and fo r  abrogation  o f the w a r 
em bargo provis ions of the neu
t r a l i ty  act—a feeble b a rr ie r  
aga inst U.S. e m bro ilm en t in  
w ar, but a b a rr ie r  nevertheless. 
When Congress convenes in  its  
specia l session we sha ll be 
trea ted  to an advance dem on
s tra tion  of the process whereby 
the representa tive  bodies in  
E ng land  and F rance  w ere d is
possessed of th e ir  powers.

Opponents o f the w a r re fe r
endum  have tr ie d  to te ll the 
people th a t such d e c i s i o n s  
should be le ft to the d iv ine ly - 
insp ired  leadership o f ou r e lect
ed representatives, elected, ev
e ry  one o f them , by the c o rru p t 
p o lit ic a l m achines w h ich  are 
the rea l expression in  life  o f 
the “ dem ocra tic  process” ! B u t 
we a lready  have before our 
eyes in  the tw o g rea t so-called 
"d e m o cra c ie s ”  in  Europe w hat 
happens when the people hand 
over th e ir  fa te  in  such a c ru c ia l 
m om ent to these puppets o f the 
b ig  in d u s tria lis ts  and financ ie rs  
who p u ll a ll the s trings  o f gov
ernm ent.

N o t even the h igh ly-co lo red, 
censored dispatches fro m —not 
o f the enem y b u t o f the w ar- 
m akers—across the sea can 
conceal the ha tred , the re lu c 
tance, and fe a rfu l confusion o f 
m ind  w ith  w h ich  the masses of 
a ll the European nations have 
m e t the crue l fa te  o f a second 
h o rr ib le  w a r in  th e ir  own tim e . 
They d id  no t in  tim e  fin d  th e ir 
own voices and th e ir  own 
s trength . B u t they w il l,  as the 
treache ry  o f th is  w a r unfolds 
its e lf and a ll the fin e  phrases 
are unspun to revea l the greed 
of a few  a t the h e a rt o f a ll the 
destruction . L e t us m ake our 
voices heard in  tim e  here. Le t 
us dem and the r ig h t fo r  the peo
ple to speak fo r them selves and 
by u n ive rsa l vote p roc la im  
th e ir  ha tred  o f boss w a r and 
the w a r-m ake rs !

TAMMANY SEEKS TO BLOCK N.Y. 
S.W.P. COUNCILMANIC CAMPAIGN

Branch Headquarters Open for Sympathizers 
Who Wish to Sign Nominating Petitions for 
Shachtman and Paine, Anti-War Candidates

N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y , Sept. 11— 
T am m any  w a rd  heelers have 
issued o rders to th e ir  support
ers no t to s ign the nom ina ting  
pe titions o f the S oc ia lis t W ork
ers P a rty  w h ich  is now  cam 
pa ign ing  to place an ti-w a r can
didates in  the B ronx  and M an
ha ttan  on the b a llo t fo r  Coun- 
c ilm a n ic  elections.

T h is  was con firm ed  yeste r
day by sources sym pa the tic  to

GALLUP POLL 
SPREADS WAR 
PROPAGANDA

By H . D . H E R R IC K
Has the A m erican  In s titu te  of 

Public? O pin ion—the G a llup  po ll 
—a lready  been m ob ilized  fo r  
the Roosevelt w a r d rive?

The In s titu te , w h ich  is  head
ed by D r. G a llup , announced 
Sept. 9 th a t a new su rvey  o f 
pub lic  opin ion was undertaken 
in  v iew  o f the fa c t th a t R epre
sentative L ud low  has announc
ed h is in ten tion  o f re -in troduc
ing  a t the com ing specia l ses
sion o f Congress his reso lu tion  
fo r a re fe rendum  o f the peop.e 
before Congress can declare 
w ar.

Whereas in  1936 and 1937 i t  
was found th a t over 70 percent 
favored  the re fe rendum  propos
a l, and s ix  m onths ago i t  was 
reported  by the G a llup  survey 
th a t the percentage had d rop
ped to 61% as a re su lt o f Roose
v e lt ’s propaganda d rive  aga inst 
it ,  today the proposal appears 
w ith  a m a jo r ity  o f on ly  51 per- 
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the a n ti-w a r cam pa ign  o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty .

W ar-M ongers W orried  
“ The o rders o f T am m any 

w a rd  heelers to s tym ie  our 
cam paign to place candidates 
M ax Shachtm an o f the B ronx  
and George L ym a n  Paine of 
M anhattan  on the b a llo t is  p a rt 
of the d rive  o f the w ar-m ongers 
to h u r l the U n ited  States in to  
the w o rld  - w ide s la u g h te r,”  
declared E d w a rd  R . F ra n k , 
C ity  O rgan izer o f Loca l New 
Y o rk . “ L a te ly  we have been 
ge tting  reports  fro m  canvassers 
th a t they have experienced d if
ficu ltie s  where fo rm e r ly  they 
have been m e t sym p a th e tica lly  
by every  one. Th is  is p a rtic u 
la r ly  true  in  the sections where 
T am m any s t i l l  holds sw ay. Now 
we have rece ived co n firm a tio n  
of ou r suspicions fro m  u n im 
peachable sources.

“ B y  p reven ting  us fro m  get
tin g  the necessary num ber of 
s ignatures to place our cand i
dates on the b a llo t,”  continued 
F ra n k , “ the w ar-m ongers hope 
to th ro tt le  the a n ti-w a r cam 
paign and to p reven t i t  fro m  
ga in ing  w ide m om entum . W a ll 
S tree t fea rs  no th ing  m ore than 
the a n ti-w a r sen tim en t o f the 
people w h ich  w ould fin d  expres
sion in  the a n ti-w a r e lection 
cam paign o f the S ocia lis t W ork
ers P a rty .

Won’t  Be Stopped 
" B u t  ne ithe r T am m any  H a ll 

nor any o ther hot-bed o f reac
tion  can p reven t us fro m  get
tin g  the necessary num ber of 
s ignatures. We c a ll on a ll ou r 
fr iends  and a ll others who op
pose w a r to help us in  th is  
cam paign. We ask them  to 
come down to headquarters, 
sign a nom ina ting  pe tition  
them selves, and c ircu la te  pe ti-
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Progressive L a b o r 
Raps Roosevelt 
W ar-M aking  P lans

T he  N o rth w e s t O rg a n iz e r, o f f ic ia l  w e e k ly  o rg a n  o f th e  
M in n e a p o lis  T e a m s te rs  J o in t  C o u n c il, on S ep tem ber 7 issued 
a  s c a th in g  e d ito r ia l a g a in s t R o o se ve lt’s w a r  p lan s . S ubscribed  
to by th e  e n t ire  m e m b e rs h ip  o f the  te n  te a m s te rs  lo c a ls  o f 
M in n e a p o lis  and  by  tw e n ty  o th e r un ions , th e  N o rth w e s t O r
g a n iz e r speaks fo r  a p o w e rfu l,  m i l i t a n t  sec tion  o f the  A m e r 
ica n  la b o r  m o v e m e n t. I ts  e d ito r ia l is  th e re fo re  an a u th o r ita 
t iv e  vo ice  a g a in s t th e  w a r  p la n s  an d  deserves to  be re p r in te d  
h e re :

T h a t the boss papers w ould even dare begin to propagan
dize fo r the M -D ay d ic ta to rsh ip  is a sharp D A N G E R  S IG N A L 
to the A m erican  people! The w ar-m akers  are p re p a rin g  to 
d rag  us in to  the Second W orld  W ar w h ich  began la s t F r id a y  
m o rn ing !

Lead ing  the c r im in a l w a r pack is the P res ident h im se lf, 
F ra n k lin  D . Roosevelt. I t  was Roosevelt and F a rle y  who 
w orked behind the scenes to p reven t Congress fro m  passing 
the w a r re fe rendum  proposal w h ich  w ould le t the people vote 
on w hether they w anted to f ig h t another w a r fo r  boss p ro fits . 
I t  is R oosevelt’s m an, Lou is Johnson, who has cooked up the 
M -D ay d ic ta to rsh ip  p lo t fo r  the U n ited  States. And Roosevelt 
has ju s t m oved th is  m an, a fo rm e r na tiona l head o f the 
A m erican  Leg ion , in to  the post o f S ecre ta ry  o f W ar. I t  was 
Roosevelt who proposed, and a un ited  Congress who adopted, 
the tw o -b illio n -d o lla r a rm a m e n t p ro g ra m  in  W ashington th is  
year.

W ith  the pub lica tion  o f the M -D ay D ic ta to rsh ip  p lan, th is  
re ac tiona ry  p lo t is now  ou t in  the open. In  succeeding issues 
o f the N orthw est O rgan izer we sha ll expose th is  p lan  w h ich  
w ould crush a ll organized labo r, ou tlaw  s trikes , b lo t ou t a ll 
labo r papers, push labo r down in to  the m ud as fa r  as any 
fasc is t has ever done.

Fasc is t T h re a t Is  H ere a t Home

I t  is n ’t  G erm any th a t constitu tes the th re a t to w ha t demo
c ra t ic  r ig h ts  the A m erican  people s t i l l  re ta in —i t  is  b ig  busi
ness and the M -D ay backers r ig h t in  th is  coun try  o f ours.

, The second W orld  W ar fo r  D em ocracy is a fra u d . The 
f i r s t  v ic t im  o f th is  w a r is dem ocracy itse lf. There  is  no dem 
ocracy in  the E ng land  o f P r im e  M in is te r C ham berla in  o r the 
F rance o f P re m ie r D a la d ie r today. B oth  C ham berla in  and 
D a lad ie r—th a t is to say. B ig  Business—ru le  by decree law s, 
lik e  the d ic ta to rs  they have become. I f  M -D ay were to  become 
a re a lity  in  the U n ited  States, the people o f th is  coun try  w ould 
be subjected to as b ru ta l a d ic ta to rsh ip  as was ever seen on 
the face o f th is  globe.

The w orkers  o f th is  coun try  don ’t  w an t w a r and they don’t  
w an t any p a rt o f the M -D ay d ic ta to rsh ip .

W orkers Have No F o re ign  Investm ents  to Defend

The w orke rs  have no in te rests  abroad to defend. No m em 
ber o f the M inneapolis M ilk  D riv e rs  U nion—or the General 
D rive rs  U nion, o r the C ity  and S an ita ry  D rive rs , o r the Fed
e ra l W orkers Section, o r the E le c tr ic a l W orkers U n ion  o r any 
o ther union—has any “ in te res ts ”  abroad to  defend.

The S tandard O il com pany. G enera l M otors, G eneral 
E le c tr ic , F o rd , J . P . M organ have in te rests abroad to defend. 
We haven ’t. I f  the b ig  boys w an t to go abroad to defend th e ir  
investm ents, le t them  go.

J . P . M organ  has a gun. He has ju s t re tu rned  fro m  a 
so journ  in  Scotland w here he was shooting grouse. I f  he wants 
to defend h is investm ents, le t h im  take h is  gun and f ig h t fo r  
them . B u t don ’t  le t h im  t r y  to fo rce  us to f ig h t fo r  h im . And 
don’t  le t h im  t r y  to lie  about any fake  “ w a r fo r  dem ocracy .”  
We can a ll see how m uch dem ocracy cam e out o f the f i r s t  
W orld  W ar.

Down w ith  boss w a r and a ll the boss w a r-m ake rs !

Down w ith  the M -D ay P lan  fo r  a M ili ta r y  D ic ta to rsh ip  in  
the U n ited  States!

Take the w a r-m a k in g  powers aw ay fro m  Congress. L e t 
the people vote on w a r th rough  a popu la r re fe rendum !

A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed!

<s>

W hat Your Dollar Can Do
A  d o lla r  p u ts  a  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l sa lesm a n  on an  Im 

p o r ta n t  s tre e t c o rn e r  fo r  one d a y .
F iv e  d o lla rs  p e rm its  fre e  d is tr ib u t io n  o f tw o  h u n d re d  

S o c ia lis t A pp ea ls .
T en  d o lla rs  p u ts  a  fu l l- t im e  f ie ld  o rg a n iz e r to  w o rk  fo r  

one w e ek  in  th e  a n t i-w a r  ca m p a ig n .

A n t i-W a r C a m p a ig n  C o m m itte e  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  
116 U n iv e rs ity  P la c e , N .Y .C .

D e a r F r ie n d s :

I  e n c lo se ................... , as a  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the  a n t i-w a r
w o rk  o f th e  S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty .

N a m e  ................  ...............................

A d d re ss  ......................................................

W ill Use W hip of 
War Hysteria to 
Drive Congress

Gives War Propaganda Machine Time to 
Operate Before Announcing Date of Special 
Session— Browbeats Isolationist Group

W ith  the fu ll cooperation o f the kept press and the Re
publicans, Roosevelt and his subordinates are unlimbering 
every weapon at their disposal to assure a bound and gagged 
Congress when it meets in special session.

Roosevelt has delayed the special session while press, 
radio, movies, his F B I agents and every other possible instru
mentality, batter away at the anti-war sentiment o f the Amer
ican people. 'He w ill probably
now set the date for Oct. 2—  
giving his war propaganda 
machine a fu ll month o f war
time hysteria to prepare Con
gress to do his bidding.

H e n o t o n ly  de m an ds  o f Con
g ress  th a t  i t  a b ro g a te  th e  sec
tio n s  o f th e  N e u t ra l i ty  A c t  p ro 
h ib it in g  s h ip m e n t o f a rm s  and 
m u n it io n s  a b ro a d , b u t th a t  i t  do

CANADA UNDER
WAR-TIME
DICTATORSHIP

Fourth International 
Group Challenges 
War-Makers

By C A R L H IC H IN  
(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppea l J

TORONTO , Canada, Sept. 7—
W ithou t w a it in g  to o ff ic ia lly  

declare w ar, thé K in g  govern
m ent, long lauded by the Stal 
in is ts  as a “ dem ocra tic  fr ie n d  
o f peace” , is  h u rr ie d ly  p u ttin g  
Canada on a w a r foo ting .

D ic ta to r ia l leg is la tion , le f t  on 
the s ta tu te  books fro m  the days 
o f the la s t s laugh te r, has been 
invoked by the cab ine t in  coun
c il w ith o u t so m uch as a p a r
lia m e n ta ry  “ i f  you p lease”  
P ro v in c ia l police departm ents 
have set up specia l bodies to 
“ deal w ith  subvers ive  e le
m en ts” . Secret tr ia ls  have been 
legalized. The boss press has 
ca rr ie d  boasts th a t the state 
forces are a ll set to m ake a 
thorough "c le a n -u p ”  o f any 
“ troublesom e d issenters” .

W orkers in  some key indus 
tr ie s  are now to ilin g  in  fac to ries  
surrounded by bayonetted 
troops.

R a lly in g  the w o rke rs  in  op
position to the s laughte r, “ So
c ia lis t A c tio n ” , o rgan o f the So 
c ia lis t W orkers League, F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, has been p re 
vented fro m  appearing. L a s t 
n ig h t, a mass m eeting  ca lled  
by the S .W .L. had to be can 
celled because o f the  a c tiv itie s  
o f state opera tives. F e a rfu l o f 
the closure o f th e ir  p lants, 
p r in te rs  have refused to  p r in t 
an ti-w a r lea fle ts  fo r  the S .W .L.

F ir s t  C asua lty : D em ocracy
In  th is  new w a r " fo r  democ

ra c y ” , "d e m o c ra c y ”  he rse lf 
has been m ade the f i r s t  casual
ty .

And on ly  the S .W .L. cha l
lenges the w ar-m akers . W ith  
the sharpening o f the c ris is , i t  
im m e d ia te ly  com m enced the 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f lea fle ts  by the 
thousands, exp la in ing  S ta lin ’s 
ca p itu la tio n  to  H it le r ,  w a rn in g  
o f the im p e r ia lis t designs, ra l
ly in g  forces In  opposition to  the 
boss w a r.

(Continued on Page 2)

so w ith o u t discussion!
"T h e  P res iden t is  concerned 

les t oppos ition is t speeches by 
the iso la tio n is t g roup in  the 
Senate m ig h t create the im 
pression abroad th a t the na tion  
is d iv ided  on the gove rnm en t’s 
n e u tra lity  p o lic y ,”  the N . Y . 
T im es, Sept. 10, repo rts .

R ig id  ru les  o f p rocedure in  
the House o f R epresentatives 
assure the P res iden t o f h is w il l  
there, espec ia lly  since the Re
pub lican  leaders have prom ised 
to w o rk  hand in  g love w ith  h im .

In  the Senate, how ever, he is  
lik e ly  to  have some d iff ic u lty . 
Senator B o rah  on M onday said 
he w ould in s is t upon fu l l  and 
open debate.

"W e  hear and read ra th e r 
strange th ings these days ,”  he 
said. “ A lthough  we a re  sup
posed to be n e u tra l and no t ye t 
openly p a rt ic ip a tin g  in  the w a r, 
nevertheless there  is  constant 
suggestion about the censorship 
of the press, o f the rad io , cu r
ta il in g  pu b lic  discussion and 
sh u tting  o ff debates.”

Ig n o rin g  B u rn in g  Questions
B orah  and o the r iso la tio n is t 

senators are, how ever, lik e ly  
to p la y  along w ith  the P re s i
dent a t leas t to  the  ex ten t o f 
acceding to h is insistence th a t 
no m a tte r  be taken up in  the 
specia l session except the P res
id e n t’s proposals on abrogation 
o f n e u tra lity  leg is la tion .

T h is  means a tw o -pa rty  lyneb 
cam paign aga inst proponents o f 
the cons titu tiona l am endm ent 
to take  the w a r-m a k in g  powers 
aw ay fro m  the P res iden t and 
Congress and to vest them  in 
the people by a d ire c t re fe ren 
dum .

A ll  the b u rn ing  questions le ft 
unanswered by the  la s t session 
—c r im in a lly  inadequate W PA 
and p ub lic  w orks funds to p ro 
v ide  jobs fo r  the unem ployed, 
F ede ra l fa ilu re  to accept re 
sp o n s ib ility  fo r  d ire c t re lie f, the 
d ire  need fo r  a g ig a n tic  housing 
p ro g ra m , e tc., w il l  re m a in  un
answered i f  the P res iden t has 
his w ay. He w ants Congress to 
do h is  b idd ing , then ad journ  
and leave h im  w ith  a fre e  hand.

Lynch  S p ir it Unleashed
The repressive  atm osphere 

ins tiga ted  by the P res iden t’s 
dem and fo r  “ na tiona l u n ity ,”  
no opposition, no discussion, his 
expansion o f the F B I to w a r 
aga inst “ subvers ive  a c tiv it ie s ,”  
has helped crea te  a lynch  a t
mosphere in  w h ich  a ll fo rm s  of 
repression flourishes. The Com
m u n is t p a rty , hopelessly d is
c red ited  by S ta lin ’s N azi pact, 
has had m any m eetings broken 
up by Leg ionna ires and o ther 
re a c tio n a ry  groups, the  l&test 
being the b reak ing  up o f m ee t
ings in  D avenport and Des 
Moines, Iow a  a t w h ich  E liz a 
beth G u rle y  F lyn n  was sched
uled to speak. The D a ily  News, 
Sept. 12, e d ito r ia lly  ca lled  fo r 
the F B I to seize the books of 
the C.P. The C om m unist P a rty  
is now  an easy v ic t im , bu t 
these inc iden ts  are b u ild in g  up 
ari a tm osphere in  w h ich  a ll la 
bor and ra d ica l groups w il l  be
come the v ic tim s , unless la b o r 
resists.



S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

B ucking  the 
W ar Censors

Canada has jo ined the other B r it is h  D om in ions in  dec la ring  
w ar on G erm any. A pparen tly  in  O ttaw a, London, and W ashing
ton, fo r a few  days there  was some toy ing  w ith  the idea th a t 
Canada should absta in  fro m  any actua l w a r dec la ra tion  in  o rder 
to p rovide  a channel fo r  a rm s fro m  the U n ited  Stales to B r ita in . 
B u t Roosevelt m ust have assured h is fr iends  in  London th a t he 
w ould have the a rm s em bargo o ff the A m erican  law  books long 
before B r ita in  ac tua lly  needed A m erican-m ade planes and guns. 
The negative e ffec t o f Canadian abstention w ould be fa r  g rea te r, 
i t  was decided, than any tem po ra ry  check in  the flow  of w a r 
supplies. So Canada p itched in fo r K in g  and the E m p ire .

I t  is  s ig n ifica n t th a t in  P a ris  the a c t was ha iled  as “ the 
beginning o f the e n try  of the A m ericas in to  the  s tru g g le .”  One 
P a ris  e d ito ria l m inced : “ Is  i t  fo rb idden  to th in k  th a t as in  1914
th is  is on ly the opening o f the chap te r? ”

*  *  *

Russian troops are being concentrated along the Po lish  and 
R um anian fro n tie rs , w a itin g  upon the events scheduled to occur 
when H it le r  com pletes his conquest of Poland. In  B e rlin , N azi 
spokesmen rub  th e ir  hands w ith  pleasure over S ta lin 's  new 
moves. In  Moscow the press speaks w ith  cong ra tu la to ry  awe of 
the s w ift and deadly e ffic iency  of H it le r ’s w a r m achine. In  
R um an ia  the a rm y  o f 1,000,000 is m ob ilized  to w a it fe a r fu lly  to 
see i f  H it le r 's  m achine, w ith  d ire c t o r in d ire c t Russian help, is 
due to ro ll on across the R um anian fro n tie rs  when Poland is 
subdued.

In  W ashington and in  o ther cap ita ls  newsmen and d ip lom ats 
buzz w ith  speculation over the possible emergence of a Nazi- 
SovieLJapanese coa lition  in  a la te r phase o f the w ar. Th is  ca l
cu la tion , based on Soviet-Japanese negotiations th a t are un
doubtedly going on behind the scenes, w il l  be one o f the ch ie f 
ins trum en ts  used to w h ip  up w a r fea rs  in  th is  coun try  and to
prepare  i t  fo r e n try  in to  the con flic t.

*  *  #

E ve ry  G erm an a ttack  on Ang lo-F rench sh ipp ing  is an a tro c i
ty , o f course, even when G erm an U -boat com m anders send up 
rockets to a ttra c t rescu ing vessels. B u t when B ritis h  ships sink 
G erm an m erchantm en—and in  A m erican  w ate rs  to boo t!—i t  is 
by no means an occasion fo r cartoon is ts  to dep ic t our hero ic B r i
tish  fr iends and a llies-to-be as gory beasts o f p rey. Nevertheless 
,e#cn Hanson B a ldw in , m ili ta ry  expe rt o f the New Y o rk  T im es, is 
constra ined to state, in  a ca re fu l and m oderate tone, to be sure, 
th a t the B r itis h  p rac tice  o f sending G erm an vessels to the bot
tom  is “ co n tra ry  to the usual p ractices of in te rn a tio n a l la w ”  and 
“ som eth ing of a su rp rise .”  The B ritis h , you see, should re a lly  
take advantage of a ll th e ir  “ le g a l"  rig h ts  in  th is  jung le , and take 
the boats as prizes. S ink ing them  is a d read fu l waste.

* * *
Respect fo r the law s is a ll r ig h t in  its  place— but th a t place 

is w ith  the sheep being led to the s laughter, no t w ith  the men 
who own the slaughter-house and batten  o ff the b lood-profits. 
Gen. Hugh Johnson, who ought to know, pointed out aga in  in  a 
recent co lum n th a t the In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  P lan  com ple te ly  
negates a ll the various a n ti-tru s t and anti-m onopoly law s on the 
books of Congress. He reca lls  w ith  jo c u la r ity  how in the las t w a r 
B e rna rd  Baruch , head of the W ar Indus tries  B oard , gently 
chided ihe A tto rney  General fo r w r it in g  le tte rs  o f p la ton ic  p ro 
test tha t had to be th row n  in to  the waste paper basket. Th is  w il l  
be the case aga in , Johnson w arns, unless a ru lin g  is m ade th a t 
a n y th in g  the P res ident does “ in  the pub lic  in te re s t”  sha ll “ not 
be regarded as v io la tions o f the a n ti- tru s t la w s .”

“ There isn ’t  any choice now except to get in to  another period 
o f igno ring  on a broad fro n t law s th a t o ffic ia ls  are sworn to en
fo rce ,”  says the general.

How about i t ,  general, i f  the people decide to “ ig n o re ”  laws 
w h ich  destroy c iv il  lib e rtie s  and the lives of our youth? W ill th a t 
go too?

FIRST VICTORY 
FOR INDICTED 
WPA STRIKERS

Bail Reduction Won 
Under Pressure of 
Minneapolis Labor

(Continued from  Page 1)
quhed. L a s t F r id a y  the W PA 
s tr ik e  prisoners pleaded not 
g u ilty  to the charges made 
aga inst them  in  ind ic tm ents  
handed down by a F edera l 
grand ju ry  convened on orders 
fro m  A tto rney  General M urphy . 
The charges, an ou tg row th  of 
the W PA s tr ike , are based on a 
p rovis ion  of the Roosevelt- 
W oodrum  R e lie f L a w  m ak ing  a 
c r im e  of " in te rfe re n c e ”  w ith  
W PA w orkers. 1

T h a t the F edera l governm ent 
means to c a rry  fu r th e r its  re 
pressions aga inst the M inneap
olis labo r m ovem ent was in d i
cated by the reconvening o f the 
grand ju ry  Wednesday under 
the tu te lage of U . S. A tto rney  
V ic to ry  Anderson. A new cast 
of witnesses, to ta llin g  46, were 
scheduled to appear before the 
ju ry .  So fa r , m ore than 300 w it 
nesses have been heard, w ith  
not one union m an o r wom an 
am ong them .

African Soldiers and the 
Armies of “Democracy”

By J. R. JOHNSO N.

The A m erican  Negro press 
reports  w ith  p ride , th a t among 
the m illio n s  o f so ld iers the 
F rench  im p e ria lis ts  are a lready 
using aga inst G erm any on the 
W estern F ro n t, are thousands of 
b lack troops. A re p o rt in  the 
Sept. 9 A m ste rdam  News states 
th a t a m illio n  b lack troops are 
on the w ay fro m  A fr ic a  u> 
F rance.

In  using Moors aga inst the 
Spanish w o rk in g  class, the Fas
c is t F ranco  was m ere ly  fo llo w 
ing  the exam ple set by the 
"d em ocrac ies ” .

F rance  began seriously b u ild 
ing  an a rm y  o f Negroes in  West 
A fr ic a  in  1912. How d id  the im 
pe ria lis ts  get the A frica n s  a t 
a ll, when econom ic exp lo ita tion  
and p o lit ic a l repression are 
w ha t they are in  A frica ?

F irs t, the m en are conscrip t
ed. They have no choice.

Secondly, in  the p re va ilin g  
pove rty  and m ise ry , the a rm y 
o ffe rs an escape to men look
ing  fo r  a w ay out. I t  means reg
u la r food and clothes and a 
place to sleep.
IM P E R IA L IS T  F R A N C E : 
D IV ID E  AN D  R U L E

F u rth e rm o re , the b lack sol
d ie rs get ce rta in  p o lit ica l p r iv 
ileges. The F rench  d iv ide  the

S tu d y  the M o sco w  Trials 

In the Light o f the Pact

Reel o f  D ictatorship  
Descends on Canada

Socialist Workers League Continues 
Revolutionary Fight Against War

(Continued from  Page I) ¡w a r itse lf. Its  O nta rio  council 
In  Toronto  mass m eetings was reported  no t to have dis- 

were held in  the h e a rt o f th e ' cussed the m a tte r as la te  as 
w o rk ing  class d is tr ic ts . Noon ¡las t S atu rday. In  the past 
m eetings w ere neld close to m onths the C .C.F. was corn- 
fac to ries . D a ily  attendance and m itte d  to the same treacherous 
support increased. L a s t Satur- line  as the S ta lin is ts , 
day the League’s organ, S ocia l-j D ic ta to r ia l Measures 
is t A ction , was a ll set up—a| The w a r measures act, on the 
mass c a ll to “ B u ild  the A n ti- js ta tu te  books since the 1914-18 
W ar P a rty  N ow ” , to oppose ev-| day3, was invoked by the K in g  
e ry  move tow ards w a r made by ¡cab ine t even before B r ita in  de- 
tt ie  bosses and to end im p e ria l-  (d a re d  w a r. Th is  act, in  e ffect, 
is t w a r by the estab lishm ent o f'm a k e s  s tr ike s  ille g a l and any 
soc ia lism . B u t a t the la s t mo-1 k ind  o f voiced opposition to w ar 
ment, due to state pressure, the a lm ost the equ iva len t of trea- 
p rin te rs  refused to ru n  the pa-¡son. 
per o ff.

S im ila r ly  w ith  a 
series o f lea fle ts . B u t some of 
these d iff ic u ltie s  are now being 
g ra d u a lly  overcom e.

As fo r the S ta lin is ts , they 
have gone com ple te ly  ove r in to  
the cam p o f the w ar m ongers.
Y esterday the S ta lin is t-con
tro lle d  cen tra l committee of the 
^ fc ra ia ia tt L a b o r-F a rm e r T e m 
ple Association issued a sta te
m ent to the press. I t  embodied 
a c a ll to  a ll Canadian U k ra in 
ians to “ fu l f i l  th e ir  ob ligations 
to Caaada as loya l c itize n s .”

S ta lin is ts  A re  R epaid 
B u t th e ir  craven  s e rv ility  to 

the bosses and th e ir  ab jec t be
tra y a l o f th e ir  m em bersh ip  and 
supporters have no t helped the 
S ta lin is ts . P rofessedly fearful.in  opposition in  the la s t w a r. A t

Passed a t the las t session of 
scheduled | the House, in  p repa ra tion  fo r | 

th is  tim e , was the new O ffic ia ls  
Secrets A c t. I t  legalizes tr ia ls  
in  secret. U nder it,  the govern
m ent m ay declare any fa c to ry  
o r neighborhood a p roh ib ited  
area, and w h ils t i t  is  apparent
ly  d irec ted  aga inst agents of 
fo re ign  states, i t  is so worded 
as to m ake i t  possible by de
c la r in g  any fa c to ry  o r h a ll a 
p roh ib ited  area to sub ject to se
c re t t r ia l  and severe penalties 
any s tr ik e  organ ize r o r any pe r
son cha lleng ing  the governm ent 
in  its  w a r po licy .

A n ti-W a r Forces 
B u t there  is  opposition. The 

F rench  Canadians, p a rt ic u la r ly  
those res ident in  Quebec, were

U nder the im p a c t of the 'lifc- 
le r-S tn lin  a lliance, thousands of 
C om m un is t P a rty  m em bers 
ar.d sym path izers are now seek
ing  to understand the road 
w h ich  S ta lin  tra ve lle d  to th is  
h o rr ib le  goal.

One of the m ost im p o rta n t 
landm arks  on th is road o f de
generation was the Moscow 
T ria ls . S ta lin ’s fram eup  o f the 
old Bolsheviks, fo llow ed by 

¡thousands executed w ith o u t 
t r ia l ,  were h is p repara tions fo r 
the em brace w ith  H it le r . He 
ca rr ie d  these purges out, iro n 
ic a lly  enough, on the p re te x t 
tha t the October generation 
were agents of H it le r !  

in q u iry  C om m ission Form ed 
The w idespread dem and fo r 

an im p a rt ia l investiga tion  of 
the tr ia ls  gave rise, in  1937, to 
the fo rm a tio n  o f a Commission 
of In q u iry  in to  the charges 
made aga inst Leon T ro tsky  in  
the tr ia ls . C ha irm an  o f the com 
m ission was the founder o f p ro 
gressive education in  the U nited 
Slates and outstanding A m e ri
can philosopher, John Dewey.

O ther m em bers o f the Com
m ission were Carlo Tresca, the 
anarcho - syn d ica lis t leader; 
F rancisco  Zam ora, the M e x i
can ra d ica l p u b lic is t: Suzanne 
L a F o lle tte , fo rm e r ed ito r of 
The F reem an ; O tto Ruehle, the 
b iographer of K a r l M a rx ; E d 
w ard  A lsw o rth  Ross, the A m e r
ican socio log ist; John Cham ber- 
la in , the l ite ra ry  c r it ic ;  A lfre d  
R osm er, fo rm e r ed ito r-in -ch ie f 
ot l ’H um an ité  and m em ber of 
the E xecu tive  C om m ittee  o f the 
C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l in 
1921; B e n ja m in  S to lberg, the 
au thor; and W endelin Thom as, 
the G erm an le ft-w in g  Socia list.

Counsel fo r the com m ission 
was John F . F in e r ty , fo rm e r 
counsel fo r  Sacco and Vanzetti 
and Tom  M ooney’s law ye r.

The C om m ission ’s W ork 
Th is d is tinguished in te rn a 

tiona l body held hearings in 
New Y o rk , P a ris  and M exico 
C ity .

In  the sum m er o f 1937, i t  pub
lished a vo lum e o f p re lim in a ry  
m a te ria l, covering  the M exico 
C ity  hearings, under the t it le ,

“ The Case of Leon T ro ts k y ”  
(H a rpe rs ).

In  1938, i t  published its  fin a l 
le p o r t under the t it le . “ N ot 
G u ilty ”  (H a rpe rs).

The scope and contents o f the 
in q u iry  were necessarily  de te r
m ined by the proceedings in  the 
Moscow tr ia ls . P rosecutor A. 
Y . V ysh insky had extended the 
proceedings to cover the “ T ro t- 
sky ite s ’ past a c t iv ity ”  even be
fore  1917.

As a re su lt the volum es are 
now p a rt ic u la r ly  va luab le , since 
they cover a la rge  p a rt o f the 
h is to ry  o f 1917-1937.

The Com m ission not only 
concluded th a t the Moscow 
tr ia ls 1 were fram eups, bu t d is 
covered in its  investiga tion  th a t 
T ro tsky 's  w rit in g s  and a c tiv i
ties were d is to rted  beyond rec
ogn ition  by V ysh insky and the 

! S ta lin is t press.
The C om m ission ’s tw o vo l

umes, in  popu la r-p riced  paper- 
cover editions, are ava ilab le  
through the New Y o rk  Labo r 
Bookshop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, 
New Y o rk  C ity.

o f another “ appeasem ent” . A l 
derm an S tew art S m ith—Cana
d a ’s S ta lin—in  a speech c r i t i 
cized C ham berla in . In  re p ly , 
boss representa tives on the To-

th a t tim e  they won fo r  them 
selves exem ption  fro m  con
scrip tion .

O ut west, the fa rm  youth are 
known to be la rg e ly  opposed to

Tammany Seeks to - 
Block SWP Campaign

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
tions among th e ir  fr iends  and 
neighbors. We are m ob iliz ing  
every m em ber and every  fr ie n d  
of the p a rty  in  th is  task and we 
intend to le t no th ing stop us 
fro m  ge tting  those s ig na tu res ."

| A ll b ranch headquarters w il l  
! rem a in  open every evening in 
¡the week frojm  5 P .M . u n til 
10:30 P .M . to g ive w orkers 

j sym pa the tic  to the an ti-w a r 
| cam paign o f the S oc ia lis t W ork- 
| ers P a rty  the o ppo rtun ity  to 
s ign the nom ina ting  pe tition .

Special m ob iliza tions of every 
branch in  New Y o rk  have been 
ca lled fo r  every Sunday a t 10:30 
A .M . and every  Tuesday and 
F r id a y  a t 7 P .M . Assem bling  a t 
the branch headquarters, m em 
bers of the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  proceed to canvass th e ir 
neighborhoods m e thod ica lly  fo r 
the s ignatures necessary to 
nom inate the candidates.

Í

ronto  c ity  counc il are p u sh in g 1 serv ice  in  the a rm y . And gen- 
a m otion to oust S m ith  fro m  his e ra lly  there is d is tin c tly  lack- 
seat in  the c ity  h a ll, and la s t ing  among la rge  and im p o rta n t
S a turday c ity  o ffic ia ls  refused 
the S ta lin is ts  p e rm its  fo r  a pub
lic  m eeting.

The socia l-dem ocra tic  Coop
e ra tive  C om m onw ealth  F eder
a tion is as s ile n t as the grave. 
Y esterday its  p a rlia m e n ta ry  
caucus m e t a t O ttaw a. I t  re 
fused to m ake a s ta tem en t fo l
lo w in g  the caucus. R ecent pub
lica tio n s  o f its  organ a ll b u t ig 
no red  the  w a r c r is is  and the

sections of w orkers  th a t eager
ness fo r  serv ice  in  the boss a r
m ies th a t characte rized  the 
e a rly  August days o f 1914 botn 
in  Canada and B r ita in .

The poss ib ilities  fo r  qu ite  a 
la rge  opposition to the bosses’ 
w a r do ex is t. O n ly the S.W .L. 
of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is 
app ly ing  its e lf—and th a t w ith  
a ll its  resources— to the tasks 
th a t these poss ib ilities  dem and.

Come to the Anti-War Fighters

DANCE and ENTERTAINMENT
S A T U R D A Y , SEPTEM BER  16th at 9 P. M.

Irving Plaza Ballroom
(N ew ly  Redecorated)

15th S treet and Irv in g  P lace

ON T H E  PR O G R AM  
A rch ie  Savage

In  a A fro -A m erican  vers ion  o f Cuban dances 
Dewey Johnson

Fam ous Negro B a ritone  in  some old and new favo rites
T rin id a d  Calypso Singers

In  a presentation o f top ica l and in tim a te  songs
B &  L  ?? ! !

In  severa l jazz versions o f the m odern dance 
etc., e tc., etc.

Music by SAVOY BEARCATS
Tickets 75c On Sale at:

,  L ab o r  B o o k  S h o p  

S o c ia l is t  W o r k e r s  P a r t y  
116 University Place

I

A fric a n  people in to  two groups 
¡—elites and the indigenes (na
t iv e s ) . An e lite  is an educated 
¡F rench  Negro who is g iven a ll 
j the p riv ileges  o f a w h ite  man, 
can even enter the governm ent 
service, in  the colonies o r in  
F ra n ce , and rise  to h igh  posi

t io n ,  General in  the A rm y , P re - 
] fee t o f a departm ent, head o f a 
P a ris  hosp ita l, and even a Cab
ine t M in is te r. The F rench  p a r
ties take tu rns to p rovide  the 
p res id ing  o ff ice r o f the Cham 
ber of Deputies, and some 
m onths ago, i t  was the tu rn  of 
Candace, an A fr ica n , who p re 
sided am ids t the applause of 
the whole Cham ber.

The indigenes, m any m illio n s , 
are trea ted  worse than dogs. 
Here the F rench  are no d iffe r
ent than any o ther im p e ria lism  
in A fr ic a . A so ld ie r who has 
done his serv ice  and fu lf i l le d  
ce rta in  o ther e lem en ta ry  condi
tions is adm itted  in to  the ranks 
o f the elites. Thus F rance d i
vides the co lon ia l population 
and bu ilds up an a rm ed b u ffe r 
aga inst the h o s tility  o f the 
masses of the people.

The na tive  chiefs act as re 
c ru itin g  agents. They have to, 
o r they w ou ldn ’t  rem a in  chiefs 
fo r  ve ry  long. And ce rta in  other 
am bitious b lack m en are quite 
p repared to assist the F rench  
in enslav ing A frica n s  in  re tu rn  
fo r ce rta in  p o lit ic a l considera
tions. Such a one was B la ise 
D iagne, a Senegalese. He rep re 
sented Senegal in  the F rench 
pa rlia m e n t, in  accordance w ith  
the c lever F rench  custom  o f a l
low ing the colonies one rep re 
sentative each in  the F rench  
Cham bers, less than a dozen in  
a ll am ong hundreds of F rench  
Deputies and Senators.
A FR IC AN S D IE D  L IK E  
F L IE S  IN  1914

I

Diagne rose to be a Cabinet 
M in is te r and sent thousands o f 
A fricans  to th e ir  deaths in  1914- 
1918. In  the b itte r  ice and snow 
of the F rench  defense o f V e r
dun, the F rench  com m and 
th rew  thousands of these b lack 
colonia ls in to  the fro n t lines. 
Even D iagne had to p ro test, fo r  
h is use’ to the F rench  govern
m ent depended upon his in f lu 
ence w ith  the masses. “ T h e ir 
skins are b lack, gentlem en,”  he 
said, “ bu t th a t does no t m ake 
them  im perv ious to b u lle ts .”  
N e ithe r d id  D iagne ’s speeches.

The F rench  b lacks, however, 
learned som ething fro m  the la s t 
w ar. The C om m unist P a rty , a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  in  those 
days, did propaganda both in  
A fr ic a  and the troops in  P a ris , 
and m any of these were under 
the in fluence of the C om m unist 
P a rty . The po licy  then was th a t 
the re vo lu tiona ry  b lack sold iers 
w ould be the advance-guard of 
the w o rld  revo lu tion  in  A fr ic a , 
s tr ik in g  fo r  the independence of 
th e ir  coun try , w h ile  the w o rk 
ers and peasants in  F rance 
fough t fo r soc ia lism  in  F rance. 
The enemy in  each case was 
the same F rench  im p e ria lism .
P O P U LA R  FR O N T BR O KE 
B LA C K -W H IT E  U N IT Y

The P opu la r F ro n t ru ined a ll 
th is. The S ta lin is t propaganda 
fo r  the P opu la r F ro n t ra ised the 
hopes o f a ll co lonia ls. B u t the 
P opu la r F ro n t soon showed i t 
se lf to be a com bination  of cap
ita lis ts  and tu rn -coa t revo lu 
tionaries  who gave phrases to 
the masses bu t w ere ch ie fly  
concerned, no t w ith  destroy ing | 
bu t w ith  m a in ta in in g  F rench  
cap ita lism . The colonia ls who 
fough t aga inst F rench  im p e r
ia lis m  w ere slandered by the 
S ta lin is ts  as agents o f Fascism . 
The pow erfu l S ta lin is t propa
ganda m achine was d irec ted  to 
persuading the b lack so ld iers 
th a t the independence o f A fr ic a  
was no longer the slogan. T h e ir 
du ty  was now to die fo r  F rench 
“ dem ocracy”  aga inst Fascism .

Thus the S ta lin is ts  in troduced 
a vast confusion in to  the m ove
m ent and caused g rea t b itte r
ness among b lack  re vo lu tio n a r
ies aga inst a ll “ w h ite ”  p o lit ic a l 
pa rties  as treacherous b e tra y 
ers o f the b lacks.

In  those days, 1936 and 1937, 
the F rench  w orkers  were on the 
m arch  aga inst the F rench  bour
geoisie. And in  M arse illes , d u r
ing  the long continued s tr ikes  
and s trugg les o f the w orkers  
aga inst the P opu la r F ro n t gov
ernm ent, A fr ic a n  troops were 
brought out. Thus F rench  im 
p e ria lism  arm s A fr ic a n  peas
ants to shoot down F rench 
w orkers  and then a rm s F rench 
w orkers to shoot down A frica n  
peasants.

F rance  in  th is  w a r hopes to 
use a m illio n  and a h a lf b lacks. 
Th is  is the fig u re  g iven in  1938 
by G eneral M ang inn , the 
F rench  expe rt on the co lon ia l 
a rm y . F ir s t  they w il l  be used 
aga inst G erm any. B u t as the 
F rench  w orkers  fee l the fu l l  
s tra in  of the w a r and begin to 
f ig h t aga inst th e ir  enemies a t 
home, the F rench  cap ita lis ts , 
like  F ranco, w il l  use the A fr i-

MAINE COMRADE LEADS WEEK'S 
LIST IN SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE

can sold iers to help in  the m a in 
tenance o f the c a p ita lis t sys
tem . Thus F rench  im p e ria lis m  
hopes to d iv ide  its-enem ies, the 
w orkers and peasants a t home 
and abroad.
HOW A F R IC A N  SOLDIERS 
A R E  CONSCRIPTED

B u t there  is another side to ! 
th is  question. The A frica n s  are 
lik e ly  to re vo lt aga inst the con
d ition  of w ar m ore q u ick ly  than 
the F rench  sold iers. A ftd m any 
o f these A fricans  w il l  have been 
conscrip ted by b ru te  fo rce , 
d riven  in to  the a rm y  as ca ttle  
in to  a pen. The fo llow ing  le tte r, 
fro m  F rench  West A fr ic a , w r it-  
ten in  1938 and p rin te d  in  ‘ ’In 
te rna tiona l A frica n  O p in ion ,”  
gives a c lea r p ic tu re  o f the 
methods used and the senti
ments of these conscrip ts and 
th e ir fam ilie s .

“ On S a turday, 14th M ay, at 
2 o ’c lock in  the m orn ing , w h ile  
peaceful inhab itan ts  were danc
ing  in a ba llroom  a t A b id jan , 
policem en, a rm ed gendarm es, 
and rifle m e n  surrounded the 
h a ll. The whole room , excepting 
the women, were arrested . A ll 
the m en—old men, ch ild ren , the 
s ick or the hea lthy—were 
brough t in  lo rrie s  to the m i l i 
ta ry  cam p. In  the streets th a t 
same evening, a ve rita b le  m an
hunt occurred  and lasted u n til 
dawn.

“ 16th M ay, ten lo rrie s  o f re 
c ru its  a t A d jam e, ten a t T re ich - 
v ille .

“ 17th M ay, tw en ty  lo rrie s  s t i l l  
a t A d jam e, 110 were taken 
from  Sassandra, a rr iv e d  a t A b i
d jan  on the 26th M ay by the 
S.S. “ B ra zza ” . Anguish re igns 
w ith  g rin d in g  of teeth. F a m ilie s  
and houses are beginning to be 
abandoned. There is w a ilin g  ev
eryw here . The arrested , w ith 
ou t exception, are clothed in 
u n ifo rm . We saw them  m arch  
by th is  m orn ing .

“ Come to our assistance—i t  
is tim e ! We are hung ry , we are 
naked, we are w eary  o f crying., 
ou t our m ise rie s ! Nobody hears 
us, and thus i t  is they w an t to 
sa c rifice  us.

“ N o t content, together w ltn  
C aptain Dubois, w ith  s tea ling  
ch ild ren  o f 16 to m ake sold iers, 
D arres is an audacious l ia r .  He 
has published the fo llow ing  c ir 
cu la r:

C IR C U LAR
“ The C hief A d m in is tra to r 

o f Colonies—M ayo r A d m in is 
tra to r  o f the M ixed  Commune 
o f A b id ja n , w arns the popula
tion  aga inst the rum ors, 
w h ich  are c irc u la tin g  in  the 
tow n and w hich have the e f
fe c t o f estab lish ing a re la tion  
o f cause and e ffe c t between 
the clean-ups a c tu a lly  em 
barked upon, and the e n ro ll
m ent of the second portion  of 
the con tingen t in  the years 
1937 and 1938.

The fo rm e r have as th e ir 
on ly a im  to p u r ify  the com 
mune o f a ll the undesirable 
fo re igners , and those who do 
not come in  line  e ithe r w ith  
the T reasu ry  or w ith  Justice.

“ As to the appeal fo r  re 
c ru its , th a t has te rm ina ted  
since the evening before yes
te rday.

“ The re c ru its  presented 
them selves o f th e ir  own ac
cord, w ith o u t cons tra in t, and 
on s im p le  convocation to the 
A d m in is tra tive  A u th o rity .

(Signed) D AR R ES
“ Oh, w hat lia rs  they are! 

They surround a ba llroom  on 
the 14th a t 2 o ’clock in the 
m orn ing . The 15th, 16!h, 17t.h 
M ay, m an-hunt in  the streets of 
A d jam e and of T re ic h v ille : nu
m erous lo rrie s  tra n sp o rt the in 
hab itan ts  arrested  to the m i l i 
ta ry  cam p. These inhab itan ts , 
w ith  the exception o f s ix , 
among whom two Dahomeans, 
released because o f bad phys
ique, are a ll un ifo rm ed. We saw 
them  w ith  our own eyes, m a rch 
ing past and proceeding to the 
exerc is ing  ground on the road 
to B in g e v ille ! Three subm ar
ines a rr iv e d  to secure the safe
ty  o f th e ir  expedition to D aka r 
o r F rance . V io len t rapes are 
made (and continue elsewhere 
in  a ll regions o f the cd lony), 
and the captured flo w  in to  Aba- 
d jan  by tra in s , petrol-wagons, 
lo rrie s , and boats. M others, 
w ives, and fa the rs  groan and 
weep. T h a t is w ha t M . D arres 
ca lls : ‘R ecru its  presenting
them selves o f th e ir own accord 
w ithou t cons tra in t—on s im ple  
convocation.

“ In  re a lity , th is  cam paign to 
get rifle -m e n  took place be
cause the na tives swore they 
w ould not, on any condition, 
go to w a r on beha lf of the 
w hites. The la tes t news is th a t 
the rapes s t i l l  continue in 
June .”

T h is  le tte r is a liv in g  docu
m ent and te lls  m ore of the tru th  
about F rench  A fr ic a  than hun
dreds o f thousands o f words 
flo w in g  fro m  the mouths o f D a l- 
ad ie r, Leon B lu m , and the 
F rench  S ta lin is ts , about the un-

Renewal Subscriptions Still the Main 
Problem in Big Cities Which, on the 
Whole, Lag Behind Others

A lone com rade in  Calais, 
M aine made the best show ing 
in  the subscrip tion  d rive  fo r  the 
Socia list Appeal in  the past 
week. F ive  subscrip tions were 
sent in  by th is  com rade— evi
dence (ha t pers is ten t ag ita tion  
am ong fe llow  w orkers, even by 
one in d iv id u a l, can b ring  excel
len t resu lts . g

A to ta l of 31 new subscrip 
tions and 11 renewals cam e in 
du ring  th is  week. The to ta l to 
date, since the inception o f the 
W ar R eferendum  C am paign, is 
155 new subscrip tions and 36 re 
newals. The record  by c ities  is 
as fo llo w s :

Re-
B ranch  New new
Los Angeles . 7 1
San F rancisco  4 1
N e w  H a v e n  ___ 2 2
Wash., D .C ......... 3 3
Chicago ............ 8 1
Kansas . 3  —
D e tro it 4 —
St. Pau l . . . 14 2
M inneapolis . 1 7  5
B a ltim o re  3 —
i St. Lou is ............ 4 1
N ew ark 10 —
New Y o rk  C ity  37 13
Toledo 5 —
Cleveland . 2 —
A kron  .................  6 —
San Diego .......  1 —
New Castle . . .  1 —
L yn n  .................  1 —
Boston ................  3 2
Texas . . .  1 —
P h ilade lph ia  3 3
E vansv ille  ........ 1 —
Calais ........ 5 —
Youngstown . 1  —
P ittsb u rg h  . 5  —
M iscellaneous 4 2

155 36
The best showings to date 

have been made by St. P au l, 
A kron , Toledo, B a ltim o re  and 
New Y o rk  C ity . St. P au l has on
ly  s ix  m ore to go to com plete 
its  quota o f 20 new subscrip 
tions and B a ltim o re , tw o. B u t 
the b ig  task in  New Y o rk  C ity  
rem a ins in  the fie ld  of renewal 
subscrip tions, w h ile  60 new sub
scrip tions in  a period o f 45 days 
should be easy fo r  New Y o rk  to 
a tta in .

In  the subscrip tion  fie ld , ban-

| ner branches have not ye t 
shown w hat they are re a lly  cap- 

! able o f ach iev ing , as fo r in 
stance, Chicago. M inneapolis, 
Los Angeles. Boston is extrem e- 

| ly  low . M ost o f these branches 
have been m a k in g  in tensive ef
fo rts  to c ircu la te  and se ll the 
Socia list Appeal w ide ly  among 
labo r c irc les , bu t m ost decisive 
a t th is  stage is a speeded-up 
d rive  fo r subscrip tions in  the 
la tte r  p a rt o f the present cam 
paign.

H a rvey  Dawes o f Youngstown 
is confiden t th a t Youngstown 
w il l  be able to f i l l  its  subscrip 
tion  quota; in  add ition  they d is
pose o f 100 copies o f the Appeal 
re g u la rly .

M inneapo lis  subscrip tions 
have been m oving  in  m ore stea
d ily  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f the A p
peal has been in tensive  and 
w idespread.

Loca l San F ranc isco  has in 
creased its  re g u la r bundle o r
der by an add itiona l 25 copies. 
I t  welcomes the issuance o f the 
paper th ree  tim es a week. Its  
m em bersh ip  is responding en
th u s ia s tica lly  to the d rive  fo r  
w ide r c ircu la tio n .

Several of the sm a lle r c ities , 
such as W orcester, New H a v 
en, etc. are exe rting  them selves 
to ob ta in  new subscrip tions.

A w a rn ing  m ust be issued to 
severa l o f the la rg e r c ities  
w hich are so fa r  in  a rre a rs  w ith  
th e ir bundle paym ents to the 
Socia lis t Appeal th a t i t  m ay be 
necessary to discontinue the 
bundles to them , unless im m e
d ia te  -and substan tia l responses 
are made. In  these d if f ic u lt  
tim es i t  is a ll too easy fo r  our 
press to fin d  its e lf in  an inso l
uble ja m , unless the P a rty  un
its  pay th e ir  b ills  on schedule.

The w a r s itua tion  has a ffec t
ed the revenue o f the Socialist 
Appeal, even as i t  has d ra s tic 
a lly  a ffected th a t o f The New 
In te rn a tio n a l.

I t  is  now fo r  the A m erican  o r
gan ization  and supporters of 
ou r press to ra l ly  to our a id. 
The im m ed ia te  need is :

1. An in tensive  d rive  fo r  sub
scrip tions.

| 2. P aym en t on bundle ac-
1 counts.

ANTI-WAR FROLIC TO FEATURE 
MANY PROMINENT PERFORMERS

The dance and e n te rta inm en t sw ing . . . The T rin id a d  Calyp- 
a rranged  by the N. Y . D is tr ic t so S ingers ’ top ica l and in tim a te  
fo r n e x t S a turday, S ep tem ber, songs w il l  be the h igh  po in t of 
16, a t I r v in g  P laza w il l  be the ¡the evening ( i f  you have never 
fines t a ffa ir  o f its  k ind , accord- heard Calypso s ing ing—you are 
ing  to reports  by the co m m itte e ; in  fo r  a su rp rise  and a tre a t 
in  charge. i you w il l  no t soon fo rge t) . . .

O utstanding professional en-!®  & L ? ? ! !  w il l  p resent severa l 
te rta in e rs  w il l  appear in  a o n e | iazz versions o f the modern 
hour p ro g ra m  o f songs and dance w h ich  are guaranteed to 
dances w h ich  w il l  surpass any- j s tre tch  you r abdom ina l mu3- 
th ing  found in  any o f the B road-, p^es • • - K U JA C , ou r own m im - 
w ay n ig h t clubs. A rch ie  Savage! *9 w *11 g ive s9v e ra l im persona- 
who created a sensation w i t h i^ ons p ro m in e n t p o lit ic a l per- 
his dances a t the la s t P ioneer jsonages (no names in  advance) 
P a rty  w il l  appear again  in  h is . • • • A N D  • ■ • the s ing ing  s ta r 
A fro -A m erican  vers ion  o f p o p -,o f “ H ave You H ad Y ou r W or- 
u la r Cuban dances . . . Dewey, th y  Cause T oday”  and “ I ’m  a 
Johnson, fam ous Negro b a ri- D ia le c tic  D ope”  w il l  be there  
tone w il l  present a p ro g ra m  o f w ith  severa l new songs w hich 
songs rang ing  fro m  s p iritu a ls  to w *h be ju s t as popu la r . . . etc.,

etc.
Dance m usic w il l  be fu rn ish - 

ity  o f the F rench  em p ire . j Cd by the Savoy Bearca ts who 
The re vo lu tio n a ry  task is to  have ju s t re tu rned  to New Y o rk  

bu ild  a l iv in g  con tact between fro m  a successful trans-contin- 
these hundreds o f thousands o f ■ enta l tou r.
A fricans  and the F rench  w ork- The proceeds fro m  the Dance 
ers in  a rm y  and in  fa c to ry . The [ w il l  be used in  the an ti-w a r 
treacherous tu rn-about-face  o f cam paign conducted by the N.
ihe S ta lin is ts  has done an im 
mense am ount o f h a rm . F o rtu -

Y . Loca l o f the P a rty . T icke ts  
can be obtained a t the Labo r

na te ly , how ever, ow ing to the Bookshop and the S.W.P. head- 
absence of th a t p re jud ice  w h ich  qua rte rs , 116 U n ive rs ity  P lace, 

re la tions  betweenso poisons 
b lack and w h ite  w orke rs  in  
A m e r i c a ,  fra te rn iza tio n  be
tween blacks and w h ites in  
F rance is an everyday and easy 
m a tte r. These b lack so ld iers of 
F rance  can p la y  a pow erfu l 
p a r t in  the F rench  revo lu tion , 
no t on ly  in  the s trugg le  fo r  A f
r ica n  independence a g a i n s t  
F rench  im p e ria lis m  bu t in  the 
strugg le  fo r  w o rke rs ’ pow er in  
F rance.

Those A m erican  Negro news
papers w h ich  in  one b rea th  ta lk  
abou,t the A fr ic a n  f ig h t fo r  in 
dependence, and in  the o ther 
pra ise the b lack  troops fo r  the 
p a rt they are p la y in g  in  the 
F rench  a rm y , are g u ilty  e ithe r 
o f an extrem e ignorance o r an 
extrem e hypocrisy . There are 
m any w h ite  people and an ov
e rw he lm ing  num ber of Negroes 
who genuine ly w ish fo r  the in 
dependence o f A fr ic a . These 
w il l  take  no p ride  in  b lacks us
ing  th e ir  s k i ll  and s treng th  to 
assist the v e ry  people who are 
enchain ing them . R a the r, these 
fr iends  of A fr ic a  w il l  use a ll 
means in  th e ir  power (and 
there  are m any) to  c la r ify  the ,

m inds of these brave b u t m is 
guided blacks. The strugg le  fo r  
the em ancipa tion  o f the w o rk 
ers, b lack  and w h ite , is  to  be 
won not by fo llo w in g  the su ic id 
a l p o licy  of the la s t w a r. Joining 
one side aga inst the o ther, but 
by rem orseless opposition to  a ll 
im p e ria lis m , w hether fa sc is t o r 
“ d e m o cra tic .”

(N ext issue we shall p r in t  a 
l e t t e r  w r it te n  b y  L  e o  n 
T ro tsky  to Claude M cK ay 
in  1921, in  w h ich  T ro tsky , 
then W ar C om m issar o f the 
Soviet U n ion , analyzes the 
ro le  o f A fricans  In the 
F rench  A rm y .

ATTENTION! NEW  
YORK READERS

The A P P E A L  now appears 
on N ew  Y o rk  C ity  news
stands on Tuesday, T hu rs 
day and Saturday. I f  you 
¡vant the A P P E A L  placed on 
any newsstand n o tify  the 
Business M anager of the 
A P P E A L  by m a il.
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“ L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  CAN 
N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
L A B O R  W IT H  A B L A C K  S K IN  IS 
B R A N D E D “ — K A R L  M A R X .

THE
NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. JOHNSON_______________________

The Negro and the War
IV

A ll o f us know how Negroes suffer in America. But 
you have to go to A frica  to see how brutally the “ democ
racies”  treat Negroes. In  South A frica, a Negro cannot 
even lay a stamp in the same place where a white man buys 
one. There is a special window for him even in the post 
office. He lives in a part o f the town that is marked off 
for him, and he cannot 'eave there after nine o’clock w ith 
out a pass signed by a white man. Any white man, any 
d irty drunkard o f an Englishman or a Boer, can sign a 
pass for a sober, self-respecting, hard-working Negro. But 
any Negro who is caught out of the Negro district after 
nine o’clock without his passes w ill be locked up by the first 
policeman who stops him. There are not ten colored doctors 
in the Union o f South A frica  where over seven million 
Negroes live, and the imperialists have been there for 400 
vears. That is the culture and civilization they give to the 
Africans in South Africa.

In Kenya more than five people cannot meet without 
police permission. One day six o f them went home after 
church fo r a cup o f tea. In  comes a policeman. “ One, two, 
three, four, five, six. This is sedition. You are under ar
rest.”  They were taken to ja il and the next day fined. Every 
working A frican in Kenya is fingerprinted and must carry 
the print around with him wherever he goes. Caught w ith 
out it, he is sent to ja il. Wages in Rhodesia and Kenya 
are sometimes four, sometimes ten cents a day. A  Negro is 
no more than a dog to these people. And this is under the 
rule o f the great “ democratic countries,”  Britain, France 
and Belgium. James Ford is a d irty tra itor to tell Negroes 
that they must go to war for the “ democracies”  for the 
benefit o f civilization. Aren’t Negroes part o f civilization?

How did the “ democratic”  imperialist nations get hold 
o f A frica? They got it as H itle r got Austria and Czecho
slovakia. H itle r lied, made promises and broke them, bribed 
and sent armies to massacre all who resisted. In  exactly 
the same way, these great “ democracies”  robbed the A f r i
cans o f country after country and hold them in chains. And 
now Roosevelt, Browder, and Ford tell Negroes that they 
must all get together with the great “ democracies" and 
shed their blood. Shed it for what? To win back their 
country? To live as free men? Not at all. But to go and 
help Britain and France fight against H itle r and Musso
lin i about Danzig and the Polish corridor, and who should 
dominate the Chinese and Latin-American markets, and 
who should dominate A frica.

Remember What they Did in 1914
These imperialist bandits encouraged workers to fight in 

the last war w ith the same talk about democracy, freedom 
and civilization. But after defeating Germany, Britain, 
France and Belgium simply took over the German colonies 
and continued to treat the Negroes as before. Now they 
are fighting another war. I f  the fascists win they w ill take 
the colonies back. I f  the “ democracies”  w in they w ill keep 
them. But whether “ democracies”  win, or fascists win, 
the Africans remain slaves in their own country.

Now Republicans like Dewey and Democrats like Roose-. 
velt, men like John L. Lewis and W illiam  Green, all the 
war-mongers for “ democracy,”  have never told Negroes 
anything about the situation o f Negroes in A frica. Lewis 
encouraged Negroes to jo in  the CIO  and Negroes were 
right to join. But when Lewis tells Negroes to fight for 
democracy, as he most certainly w ill, they simply have to 
ask him the same questions that they w ill ask Ford and 
Roosevelt, and Lewis w ill be able to make no better reply.

But James Ford and Browder and the Communist Party 
are different. For many years they have posed as the spe
cial friends o f the Negro people, ready to lead them out 
o f their bondage into the promised land o f freedom. They 
know, and used to expose the situation o f the Negro not 
oniy in America but in A frica  and the West Indies. Listen, 
for instance, to James Ford, the Negro Stalinist, in an 
article, “ The Negro and the Struggle Against Imperial
ism” :

“ The native population has (in  South A frica ) no elec
toral rights (w ith  the exception of the Cape Province), the 
power o f the state has been monopolized by the white 
bourgeoisie which has at its disposal the white armed forces. 
The white bourgeoisie, chiefly the Boers, defeated by the 
arms o f British imperialism, at the close of the last cen
tury, had for a long time carried on a dispute w ith British 
capital. But as much as the process o f capitalist develop
ment goes on in the country, the interests o f the South 
African bourgeoisie are becoming more and more blended 
with the interests o f British financial and industrial capital, 
and the white South A frican bourgeoisie is becoming more 
and more inclined to compromise with British imperialism, 
forming together w ith the latter a united front o f whites 
fo r the exploitation o f the native population.”

Situation Has Changed for the Worse
That is what Ford wrote in The Communist (January 

1930, p. 27). Has the situation changed? Yes it has. The 
votes that a few Negroes in the Cape had (referred to by 
Ford) have been taken away from them. So they are worse 
off than they were before.

We could print scores o f such passages from the writings 
o f the Stalinists. Only three years ago, Ben Davis Jr. had 
the following to say about Negroes in America. I t  is a 
long passage, but every line is worth recalling today. Says 
Davis, “ One has merely to look about him for the rising 
atrocities against the Negro. The news broke in July that 
Silas Coleman, a Negro worker, was killed ( for the hell o f 
i t ’ to ‘th r ill’ members o f the Black Legion, a super K lu  
K lux  Klan connected with the Michigan Wolverine repub
licans. Recently three Negroes were lynched in the space 
o|. one week in the South— a new record fo r the southern 
ris ing dass. The “ grass roots”  convention o f Governor

By JOSEPH C A R TER
In  the e a rly  days o f the F ir s t  

W orld  W ar on ly a few  isolated 
voices were ra ised aga inst the 
c r im in a l madness of w orkers 
fig h tin g  w orkers in  the in te res t 
o f th e ir  exp lo iters  a t home.

The pow erfu l soc ia lis t pa rties  
and trade  unions became w a r
mongers. “ F o r defense o f l it t le  
B e lg iu m ” , shouted the B r it is h  
turn-coats as they ra llie d  the 
to ile rs  behind the U nion Jack. 
“ F o r na tiona l de fense !” , c ried  
the F rench  socia l-pa trio ts . 
“ A ga ins t K a ise rism  and fo r de
m o c ra c y !” , rang the appeal of 
the Russian tra ito rs  to socia l
ism  as they supported the T s a r
is t a rm ies. “ A ga ins t ba rb a ric  
T s a r is m !” , rep lied  th e ir  G er
m an com rades of yesterday as 
they p ros titu ted  them selves to 
th e ir own ru lin g  class.

In  a w ord, in  each coun try  
the o ff ic ia l leaders of labor de
fended the im p e ria lis t w a r in  
the nam e of dem ocracy and so
c ia lism . And the chorus was 
pow erfu l, im press ive  and e ffec
tive . Could any th ing  be done to 
f ig h t aga inst the tid a l wave o f 
treache ry  and chauv in is tic  hys
te ria?

T H E  F IR S T  A N T I-W A R  
FORCES A P P E A R

In  l it t le  Serbia, the Socia lis t 
deputies Lap tchev itch  and 
K a tze ro v itch  exposed the ly in g  
ta lk  o f na tiona l defense, proved 
th a t Serbia was bu t a pawn in  
the hands o f the A llie d  powers, 
and there fore  refused to vote 
w a r cred its  o r support the w ar.

In  E ng land , fo u r m em bers of 
the Independent Labo r P a rty  
voted aga inst the w a r in  the 
House o f Commons, w h ile  38 
representa tives o f the Labor 
P a rty  supported the w ar.

In  Russia, the fourteen socia l
is t deputies in  the T sa ris t D u
m a—B olshev ik  and M enshevik 
—refused to vote w a r cred its  or 
support the w ar.

In  G erm any, the sm a ll a n ti
w ar forces assembled around 
K a r l L iebknech t and Rosa L u x 
em burg . On D ecem ber 2 (1914) 
L iebknech t in  the Reichstag 
e le c trifie d  the w o rld  by h is elo
quent denunciation of the w a r 
as a robber strugg le  between 
the tw o groups o f powers. In  
defiance o f p a rty  d isc ip line , he 
answered the ro ll-c a ll vote on 
w a r c red its  w ith  a pow erfu l 
“ N O !”  One m an aga inst the 
G erm an E m p ire  and the Social 
D em ocra tic  P a rty !

“ The m a in  enem y is a t

h o m e !”  L iebknech t declared in  
opposition to the soc ia l-im per
ia lis ts .

B u t in  the f i r s t  m onths o f the 
w a r on ly a handfu l fo llow ed

! h im .
j L E N IN  A N D  TR O TSKY
! A G AIN ST T H E  STR EAM

Alone also were the socialists 
¡in te rn a tion a lis ts  Len in , Z ino
v ie v ,  and T ro tsky , sw im m ing  
(aga ins t the c u rre n t o f reaction ; 
ana lys ing  the causes of the 
w a r; denouncing the ru lin g  
classes and th e ir p reda to ry  
governm ents; a tta ck in g  the so
c ia lis ts  o f yesterday who now 
were the lackeys o f m ilita r is m ; 
w a rn ing  the w orkers  against 
those who declared th a t a tru ly  
dem ocra tic  peace could be 
achieved by the im p e ria lis t 
powers. O n ly th%  ove rth row  of 
the governm ents, the conquest 
o f pow er by the w o rk in g  class, 
they constan tly  re ite ra ted , 
could b rin g  a la s tin g  peace by 
destroy ing  ca p ita lism  and es
tab lish ing  a soc ia lis t society.

As d a rk  and hopeless as the 
s itua tion  appeared, they had 
fa ith  in  the recupe ra tive  pow
ers of the w o rk ing  class, ce r
ta in  th a t once the masses 
learned fro m  the fr ig h t fu l ex
periences o f the w a r its e lf th a t 
they had been betrayed, they 
w ould tu rn  on th e ir  old leaders 
adn conduct a re vo lu tiona ry  
s trugg le  to end the w ar.

They were ca lled hopeless 
d ream ers whose w ish was fa 
the r to the thought, insane fa n 
a tics who were dea ling  w ith  a 
w o rld  o f th e ir  own im ag ina tion . 
A hand fu l o f people w il l  stop 
the w a r by soc ia lis t revo lu tion? 
No, rep lied  the in te rn a tio n a l
ists, the masses w il l  m ake the 
revo lu tion . O ur du ty  is to po in t 
the road, u tilize  the experiences 
of the w orkers p a tie n tly  to ex
p la in  to them  the m eaning of 
the events, and the methods 
they m ust em ploy a t each stage 
of developm ent.

A N T I-W A R  FORCES 
G A T H E R  T O G E TH E R

The an ti-w a r socia lis ts  reas
sembled s low ly  th e ir ranks. In | 
M arch , 1915 an In te rn a tio n a l 
S oc ia lis t W om en’s Conference! 
was held a t Berne, S w itzerland.! 
In  the same c ity , in  A p r il the! 
In te rn a tio n a l Conference of So-j 
c ia lis t Y outh  took place. B o th ' 
conferences adopted c lea r ( 
statem ents aga inst the w a r bu t 
were vague on w ha t was to be 
done. The d ifferences w ere ex
pressed in  c lea re r fo rm  a t the

Eugene Talmadge, Southern spokesman of ‘the American 
Liberty League in the Democratic Party, held in Macon, 
Georgia, last January, was an orgy o f lynch hysteria 
against the Negro people.”

This Stalinist Davis, told how the Democrats, Franklin 
Roosevelt’s Party, treated James Ford, the candidate for 
vice-president:

‘The octopus o f national oppression reaches out to hound 
the Negroes wherever they are. September saw a recru
descence o f the K lu  K lux  Klan in Peekskill, New York, 
w ith the promises to “ ride again”  against Negroes, Catho
lics and Jews. In Allentown, Pa., where James W . Ford 
was scheduled to make a campaign speech last August, the 
K lu  K lux  Klan issued leaflets stating that the town would 
‘ooze with nigger blood’ i f  Ford spoke.’ ”

This Stalinist Davis, knew all about the situation in 
A frica. He goes on to w rite : “ A  sinister law was recently 
passed by the officials o f the City o f Miami, Florida. An 
ordinance was enacted providing that the Negro residents 
of the city must have passes to enter the white section o f 
the city after dark. This is identical with the South A f r i
can ‘pass’ system where the natives must secure the written 
consent o f the British imperialist agents in South A frica  
to walk about in their own country.”
Discrimination in Harlem

And he knew about the situation in Harlem. “ These re
actionary practices against the Negro have been accompa 
nied with the most relentless attacks against the already low 
standard of living o f the Negro masses. In Harlem, the 
largest Negro urban center in the world, job discrimination 
is rife  and unemployment has been estimated by the New 
York W orld Telegram, capitalist daily newspaper, as up
wards o f eighty percent. Similar situations, more or less 
acute, throughout the country, reaffirm  the axiom that 
reactionary open-shoppers place their heaviest burdens upon 
the Negro wage earners.”

And Davis knew too what kind o f life  the great democ
racy o f America offers the Negroes in the South.

“ Pellegra is eating away the lives of the miserably paid 
and underfed Negro and white sharecropper in the South, 
particularly in the Black Belt. A ll o f this is carried on in 
the midst o f the bitterest campaign o f “ rape frame-ups” 
and lynch terror backed by the Liberty League and the 
most reactionary sections o f the Democratic Party in the 
South.”

And yet Ford, Davis, Patterson and other Negro Stalin
ists, now tell Negroes in A frica  and America that they 
must go and fight for this “ democracy.”  The Communist 
Party says that all workers (including Negroes) must sup
port Roosevelt and Roosevelt is preparing to drag Amer
ica in.

( Continued in  Next Issue)

conference o f an ti-w a r socia l
ists a t Z im m e rw a ld  in  Septem
ber o f the same year.

The le ft  w ing  a t the confer
ence, grouped around Len in , in 
sisted th a t opposition to the w a r 
m ust be expressed in  e x p lic it 
p reparations fo r  re vo lu tio n a ry  
action as the w ay out, and fo r  
an im m ed ia te  s p lit  w ith  those 
who e ithe r supported the w a r or 
were in  an a lliance  w ith  the 
p ro -w ar socia lists.

Those who opposed the le ft  
w ing  though t th a t the d iffe r
ences w ith  the p ro -w ar social 
is ts and th e ir a llies  were tem 
po ra ry , and w ould be overcom e 
once peace was again estab
lished. They did no t believe th a t 
soc ia lis t revo lu tions w ould de
velop d u ring  the w a r and the re 
fo re  concentrated on ge tting  
the b e llige ren t powers to adopt 
“ dem ocra tic  peace te rm s .”
L E N IN  BECO M ES L E A D E R  
OF A N T I-W A R  FORCES

L e n in ’s position was support
ed by on ly  a m in o r ity  a t the 
Z im m e rw a ld  Conference. B u t 
when the second conference 
was held a t K ie n th a l in  A p r il 
1916, h is p rog ram  had made 
such headway th a t the o ff ic ia l 
resolution o f the conference ex
p lic it ly  condemned the social- 
chauvin is ts  (the p ro -w ar “ so
c ia lis ts ” ) and the socia l-pac i
fis ts— (those who ta u g h t th a t 
peace could be achieved by the 
im p e ria lis t powers th rough  d is
a rm am en t, com pulsory a rb itra  
tion  and dem ocra tization  o f 
fo re ign  p o lit ic s ). The reso lu tion  
ca lled fo r re vo lu tio n a ry  action 
as the on ly w ay to end the w a r.

Th is  p rog ram  was supported 
by the G erm an group o f L ie b 
knecht and Luxem burg . One 
m onth a fte r K ie n th a l, L ie b 
knecht spoke a t a mass M a y  
D ay ra lly  in  B e rlin . “ Down 
w ith  the w a r ! ” , he shouted. 
And though th row n  in to  prison, 
his slogan echoed th roughout 
the coun try  by means o f ille g a l 
lea fle ts , pam phlets and papers.

S trikes began to b reak ou t in  
coun try  a fte r co u n try ; reports  
of fra te rn iza tio n  of so ld iers on 
both sides began to seep 
th rough the censored press. In  
E ng land, fo r  exam ple, a rm y  
men were sentenced fo r  acts of 
sed ition and m u tin y : in  1916 
80; 1917, 221; 1918, 676, accord
ing  to the o ff ic ia l reports .
T H E  RUSSIAN R E V O LU T IO N  
BLAZE S  T H E  T R A IL

These a n ti-w a r actions were 
g iven added im petus by the ou t
break of the Russian R evolu tion 
in  M arch  1917. B u t the K e ren 
sky governm ent continued to 
support the A llies . The Bolshe
v iks  unleashed a trem endous 
cam paign to achieve the a im  
they had set fo r  them selves a t 
the beginning o f the w a r: peace 
th rough the S ocia lis t revo lu tion . 
And w ith  th e ir  v ic to ry  in  No
vem ber 1917, the f i r s t  g rea t 
breach was made in  the W orld  
W ar.

The Bo lshevik R evo lu tion  ac
ce lerated the s tr ike  m ovem ents 
in  the w a rr in g  countries, p a r
t ic u la r ly  in  G erm any and in  
A ustro -H ungary. The mass ac
tions o f 1918 cu lm ina ted  in  the 
G erm an and A u s tria n  revo lu 
tions of N ovem ber. Peace was 
being achieved by the actions of 
the w o rk in g  class!

B u t on ly in  Russia were the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lis ts  in  con
tro l of p o lit ic a l power. In  G e r
m any and A u s tria  those who 
had supported the w a r, those 
who were the m ost ac tive  oppo
nents of the revo lu tion , suc
ceeded in  fo rm in g  the new gov
ernm ents. As du ring  the w ar, 
th e ir m a in  task became the 
suppression o f the revo lu tion 
a ry  w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent and the 
assurance of c a p ita lis t s ta b ility . 
T H E  BOSSES’ P E A C E  
F R E P A R E D  TH IS  W AR

The A llie d  statesm en and 
th e ir soc ia l-pa trio tic  agents had 
prom ised a dem ocra tic  peace. 
They imposed the oppressive 
V e rsa illes  T re a ty  on the G e r
m an people. The re vo lu tiona ry  
Socialists tim e  and again 
w arned th a t on ly  soc ia lis t rev 
o lutions, w o rke rs ’ governm ents 
united in  a S ocia lis t U n ited  
States of Europe could b rin g  
about a las ting  and dem ocra tic  
peace. The Bolsheviks showed 
the w ay in  Russia. They made 
c lea r du ring  and a fte r the w a r 
th a t unless the R ussian R evolu
tion  was extended in te rn a tio n 
a lly , reaction  and m ore bloody 
w ars w ould fo llow .

How tra g ic a lly  accurate  were 
the pred ic tions o f the revo lu 
tion is ts ! W hat scu rrilous  lies 
were the prom ises of the “ de
m o c ra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts  and 
th e ir lic ksp ittle s !

The second W orld  W ar is now 
a s ta rk  re a lity . Once again the 
m asters, and th e ir agents in  the 
labor m ovem ent, are repeating  
the old slogans.

The an ti-w a r forces are once 
again reduced to a hand fu l. B u t 
as in  1914-1918 the masses w il l  
lea rn  th a t they  are being de-

Expose the Hypocrisy 
Of Britain's Concern 
With "Democracy"

E xposing  the f r a u d u l e n t  
c la im  th a t B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  
is fig h tin g  fo r the independence 
of Poland, the Ir ish -A m e rica n  
press is u rg in g  opposition to 
A m erican  invo lvem en t in  the 
European w a r. Th is  v iew , ex
pressed in  the c u rre n t issues of 
The Ir is h  W orld , The G aelic 
A m erican , and the Ir is h  Echo, 
expresses the sentim ents o f the 
broad masses in  E ire  and the 
Ir is h  people in  th is  coun try .

A tta ck  de V a le ra
C om m enting on a recen t in 

te rv ie w  w ith  P re m ie r de V a l
era, the Sept. 9 G aelic A m e r
ican com m ents e d ito r ia lly :

“ E v id e n tly  de V a le ra  be
lieves th a t E ng land  is a b reak
w ate r aga inst the C ontinent and 
i f  he gets h is w ay, he w il l  in 
vo lve h is coun try  in  the w a r to 
‘m ake the w o rld  safe fo r  E ng 
lish  im p e r ia lis m .’ He has p rob
ab ly  m ade a secre t agreem ent 
w ith  E ng land  w ith o u t consult
ing  the Ir is h  people. The young 
men of Ire la n d , a t least the m a 
jo r ity  o f them , w il l  refuse to 
line  up on the side o f th e ir  cen
tu ries-o ld  enem y. They are 
m ore lik e ly  to em brace E ng
land ’s d if f ic u lty  as Ire la n d ’s 
oppo rtun ity . E v e ry  fr ie n d  of 
Ire la n d  hopes and p rays th a t 
she w il l  keep out o f w ars to 
safeguard he r re lentless en
em y. . . .”

The Sept. 9 Ir is h  Echo re 
p rin ts  the cab legram  sent by 
the N orthe rn  Council fo r  U n ity , 
held in  B e lfa s t severa l days be
fo re  the ou tbreak of the w ar, 
ca llin g  upon P res ident Roose
v e lt fo r assistance aga inst B r i 
ta in ’s oppression o f Ire la n d . 
“ G rea t B r ita in  s t i l l  holds s ix  
counties o f Ire la n d  by fo rce  and 
a llow s a ty ra n n y  to p re v a il here 
over the na tive  popu la tion  un
equalled in  Europe today. The 
Ir is h  race counts on your assis
tance to have th is  aggression 
ended,”  reads the appeal.

The Ir is h  o f course do not ex
pect Roosevelt to help the Ir is h  
people, As the Echo com m ents: 
“ He m ay not see f i t  to request 
E ng land to cease her aggres
sion in  Ire la n d , a th ing  w h ich  
he has no t hesita ted to do in  the 
past when G erm any was the ag
gressor and a C entra l European 
coun try  the v ic tim , bu t i t  m ay 
teach h im  th a t the ideals o f th is  
coun try  (Ire la n d )a re  not those 
of G rea t B r ita in .”

Expose B r it is h  H ypocrisy
The same m eeting  o f the 

N orthe rn  Council fo r  U n ity  is 
sued a sta tem ent denouncing 
the h yp o c ritica l slogans under 
w h ich  the E ng lish  ru lin g  class 
is w aging w a r:

“ A t th is  tim e  of w o rld  c ris is  
we again  ca ll the a tten tion  of 
a ll lovers o f l ib e r ty  to the con
tinued m ili ta ry  aggression of 
E ng land in  the m ost I r is h  of 
the provinces of Ire la n d , and 
em p h a tica lly  p ro test aga inst 
he r use o f the G erm an-Po lish  
s itua tion  as a smoke-screen to 
hide her own age-long b ru ta lity  
tow ards our coun try  and, p a r
t ic u la r ly , to d iv e rt a tten tion  
fro m  her g reatest c rim e  of a ll 
—the P a rtit io n  of Ire la n d .

"U n lik e  the fra u d u le n t zeal 
th a t is  born o f p o lit ic a l expedi
ency the w a rm  rega rd  of the 
Ir is h  people fo r Po lish  lib e r ty  is 
no cha ra c te ris tic  o f m ushroom  
grow th .

“ D u ring  P o land ’s long n ig h t 
of su ffe ring , and w h ile  E ng land  
was ca llous ly  in d iffe re n t, she 
had no m ore  sincere fr ie n d  and 
sym path izer than  Ire la n d  o r 
comm on hope fo r  a g le rious de
live rance .

“ E v e ry  in ju s tice  and in d ig n i
ty  p ractised tow ards Poland, 
E ng land  has in flic te d  on I r e 
land, ‘the Poland o f the West
ern Seas’ . . . .

“ The charges o f d u p lic ity  le v 
elled by E ng land  aga inst other 
nations, w hom  she rebukes fo r 
d is regard  o f solem n trea ties , 
have a cyn ica l r in g  in  Ir is h  
ears. E ng land  has a lw ays been 
regarded as the w o rld ’s leading 
tre a ty -b re a ke r, and fo r  th a t 
reason the F rench  a p p rop ria te 
ly  dubbed her P e rfid ious A lb i
on. E v e ry  tre a ty  she entered 
in to  w ith  the Ir is h  people she 
brazen ly repudia ted. . . .

“ Ire la n d  is a jus tice -lov ing  
nation w ith  on ly  one enem y in 
the w orld , and, anxious as she 
is fo r  fr iendsh ip , there  sha ll 
never be peace between her 
and E ng land w h ile  the c rim e  
of P a rtit io n  endures.”

ceived, and w il l  un ite  th e ir  
forces aga inst the w a r. They 
can stop the w a r, and b rin g  
about a las ting  peace, on ly  by 
s tru g g lin g  fo r  the soc ia lis t re v 
o lu tion, fo r  the S oc ia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe and a W orld  
S oc ia lis t Federa tion .

The
W A R  D E A L

By DWIGHT MACDONALD
I t  is w o rth  pay ing  some a tten tion  to P res ident R oosevelt’s 

le tte r o f Sept. 9 exp la in ing  w hy he was cance lling  h is rad io  ad
dress on "D e m o c ra tic  W om en’s D a y .”  “ A week ago,”  he w ro te , 
“ I  m ig h t consisten tly  have spoken w ords p r im a r i ly  addressed to 
our D em ocra tic  wom en. B u t the events of the past fe w  days 
render i t  im p e ra tive  th a t every  u tte rance  o f m ine in  these days 
o f tension be addressed to a ll o f our c itizens, regard less o f sex, 
age o r p o lit ic a l a ff il ia tio n . We m ust a ll stand together in  a f i rm  
resolve to bear w itness before a ll nations to  our unshaken pa
tr io t is m . . . . O ur p la in  du ty  now is to  fu l f i l l  our ob liga tion  to 
the na tion , regard less of p o lit ic a l o r p a rtisan  considera tions.”

Th is  is m ore than the usual s tar-spangled s tu ff about “ na
t io n a l”  in te rests  com ing before any “ pe tty  p a rtis a n ”  concerns. 
I t  is  the m ost d ra m a tic  expression o f a new m a jo r tendency in  
A m erican  p o lit ic a l s tra tegy .

In  issu ing a fo rm a l in v ita tio n  to R epublican leaders to confer 
w ith  h im  on c u rre n t state a ffa irs , G overnor Lehm an of New 
Y o rk  w rite s : “ P a rtisansh ip  and p o lit ic a l in te re s t m ust a t th is  
tim e  be outlaw ed. I  propose a truce  on p o litics . . . . P o lit ic a l 
p a rties  should com bine th e ir  e ffo rts  fo r the good of the n a tio n .”  

Addressing the heads of the N a tiona l Y outh  A d m in is tra tio n , 
M ayo r LaG u a rd ia  expresses the hope th a t the youth o f A m erica  
w ould re m a in  “ ca lm  and serene”  in  these s to rm y  tim es and 
w ould jo in  in  the m ovem ent fo r  na tiona l u n ity , w h ich  “ w ould 
serve as a fine  exam p le ”  to Europe.

The P res ident of the U.S. C ham ber o f C om m erce ta lk s  o f 
“ g o o d w ill”  and “ g rea t to le rance ”  as p rim e  requ is ites fo r  th is  
c ru c ia l tim e .

E V E N  D IE S  JO INS 
“ N A T IO N A L  U N IT Y ”

The sweet atm osphere o f to lerance and b ro th e rly  love has 
even spread to the D ies C om m ittee . When one unregenerate 
m em ber the o ther day tr ie d  to in fe r fro m  B ro w d e r’s tes tim ony 
th a t the New Deal was “ C om m un is tic ,”  one o f h is colleagues 
a n g rily  rebuked h im  fo r  “ p la y in g  cheap p o lit ic s .”  And C ha irm an  
Dies a c tu a lly  took some pains to lead G itlo w  to a d m it th a t n e ith 
e r W illia m  Green nor John L . Lew is  is a C om m unist. F u rth e r
m ore— “ M r. D ies asserted th a t the com m ittee  d id  no t w an t any 
im p lica tio n s  d raw n  fro m  the tes tim ony th a t e ithe r the A F L  p r 
¿he CIO were C om m unist o r C om m unist-dom inated organ iza 
tio n s .”

AH th is  means th a t when an im p e r ia lis t na tion  lik e  the 
U n ited  States prepares to go to a w a r, the f i r s t  th ing  th a t m ust 
be done is to ca jo le  and b row beat the masses in to  suspending 
h o s tilitie s  on the class-w ar fro n t a t home. Any so rt o f p o lit ic a l 
d isagreem ent becomes p o te n tia lly  dangerous, since i t  m ay open 
the door a c ra ck  fo r  a w ork ingc lass  a tta ck  on the sta tus quo. 
Hence the bourgeois po lit ic ia n s  t r y  to  estab lish a so rt o f “ m o ra l 
d isa rm a m e n t”  o f a ll po litic ia n s , especia lly  those w ith  labo r fo l
low ing. A  tru ce  in  the class w a r is the requ ired  cond ition  o f a
dec la ra tion  o f w a r abroad.

1

T H E  S TR A TE G Y  OF 
D IS A R M IN G  LABO R

There are tw o m a in  aspects to th is  s tra tegy .
On the one hand, the forces o f labo r are crushed, gagged, o r 

persuaded to keep s ilen t. The Dies C om m ittee ’s new-found con
cern  fo r  the good names o f W illia m  Green and John L . Lew is  
s im p ly  means th a t the Congressional reactionaries  are begin
n ing  to see the trade  union bureaucra ts  as, po te n tia lly , a means 
o f easing the A m erican  w ork ingc lass  in to  the com ing w a r, ju s t 
as they thus served in  the la s t w a r. The iro n  hand concealed in  
the ve lve t g love o f persuasion has a lready  made its e lf fe lt. The 
day before the P res iden t w ro te  h is l it t le  message to the Dem o
c ra t ic  women, he announced, in  his decree o f “ lim ite d  em ergen
c y ,”  th a t the D epartm ent o f Justice  is to take on a num ber of 
e x tra  G-m en to help com bat “ subversive a c t iv ity .”

There can be l it t le  doubt tha t, as the w a r c ris is  sharpens 
over here, the A d m in is tra tio n  intends to c ra ck  down m ore and 
m ore w ide ly  on any s o rt o f la b o r and le ft-w in g  opposition to its  
w a r d rive . “ We m ust, in  these c r it ic a l t im e s ,”  sa id the P res ident 
to the D em ocra tic  women, “ m a in ta in  our old loya lties  and the 
o ld ways o f life  upon w h ich  a ll o f ou r happiness rests. To do th is  
we m ust exercise a v ig ila n t guard iansh ip  over our ch ild ren . We 
m ust p ro te c t them  fro m  every  e v il fo rce  w h ich  w ould shake th e ir  
fa ith  in  our fundam en ta l in s titu tio n s  o f dem ocracy .”  I t  is  p re tty  
c lea r ju s t w ha t these “ e v il fo rce s ”  are , and ju s t w ha t s o rt o f 
“ u n ity ”  the P res ident w ants to enforce on the nation .

The o ther a rm  o f th is  “ na tiona l u n ity ”  s tra te g y  is to  tu rn  
the actua l runn ing  o f the governm ent over m ore and m ore  to 
the d ire c t representa tives o f b ig  business. In  a ca p ita lis t socie ty, 
“ u n ity ”  means th a t the masses accept the sta tus quo, w h ich  
means in  tu rn  th a t a re fo rm is t governm ent lik e  the New D eal 
can inc reas ing ly  dispense w ith  the pretense of being independent 
of and even antagon is tic  to  the ru lin g  class.
W A LL  S TR E E T  M O V IN G  
IN T O  W ASHING TO N

In  m y  la s t a rt ic le  I  described the beginning of the in flu x  of 
W a ll S tree t leaders in to  the governm ent. In  the la s t tw o o r th ree  
days, the process has gone on fas te r than ever. The c ru c ia l post 
of assistant secre ta ry  of the T re a su ry  in  charge o f custom s and 
sh ipp ing  (described as “ the gove rnm en t’s ch ie f n e u tra lity  o ff i
c e r” ) has ju s t been g iven to B a s il H a rr is , v ice-pres ident o f the 
U.S. L ines and a p rom inen t sh ipow ner. The W ar Resources 
Board has acqu ired  a new m em ber: John Hancock, a p a rtn e r in  
the pow erfu l W a ll S tree t banking  f i r m  o f Lehm an B ros. Three 
m ore “ d o lla r-a -ye a r”  men have been appointed to the T re a su ry : 
two conserva tive  econom ists, and W a lte r W. S tew art, one-tim e 
aide to the la te  Ogden M ills  and A m erican  adv ise r to the B ank 
o f E ng land.

Since the European w a r began, as I  also noted la s t tim e , 
there has been a tendency fo r  under-secretaries to shove aside 
the re g u la r cab inet m em bers. A nother exam ple is the fad ing  ou t 
of H a rry  Hopkins as S ecre tary  o f C om m erce and the r is in g  s ta r 
of h is assistant, E d w a rd  J. Noble, a w ea lthy , energetic  young 
m a n u fac tu re r (L ife  Savers candy m in ts ) . In  the words o f A rth u r 
K ro ck  o f the N . Y . T im es : “ As the w a r o ffe rs  new prob lem s and 
pe rp lex ities  to com m erce, and the blockade o f G erm any o ffe rs 
opportun ities  to rega in  South A m erican  trade  in  th is  coun try , 
M r. N ob le ’s func tion  is s tead ily  broadening and in c re a s in g .”

The P res iden t’s cab ine t has been expanded to m eet the c r is 
is. F ro m  now on, th ree  new m en w il l  take p a rt in  a ll cab inet 
m eetings—though none o f them  is o f cab inet ra n k . One is  John 
C arm ody, the m ild ly  lib e ra l head o f the F edera l W orks Agency. 
The second is Jesse Jones, head o f the F edera l SpendingAgency, 
a professional banker and a G a rne r D em ocra t. The th ird  is none 
o ther than P au l V . M cN u tt, the sem i-fasc is t Ind ia n a  p o lit ic ia n  
whose appo in tm ent to the post o f Social S ecurity  A d m in is tra to r 
so shocked the P res iden t’s lib e ra l supporters a m onth  ago. 
M cN u tt is ev iden tly  becom ing one o f the inne r c irc le  o f P re s i
den tia l advisers.

And w ha t has happened to the b r ig h t young lib e ra ls  who 
used to have the P res iden t’s ear? W hat has become o f Jerom e 
F rank?  O f T om m y C orcoran and Ben Cohen? O f M ordeca l 
E zek ie l and D a v id  Cushman Coyle and Leon Henderson? The 
outbreak of w a r seems to have snuffed ou t th e ir  f la m e  ove rn igh t. 
As Stephen E a r ly , the P re s id e n t’s con fiden tia l secre ta ry , p u t i t  
the o ther day, when repo rte rs  asked h im  w ha t had become o f 
the “ B ra ins  T ru s t” — “ T h a t’s a ll ou t the w indow  now .”

Socia list Appeal
116 U n ive rs ity  P lace 
New Y o rk  C ity .

I  w ould like  to get be tte r acquainted w ith  you r paper, t.- 
the Socia iist Appeal. P lease send me sam ple copies fo r  ( 
the nex t few  weeks.

N am e .............................................................................................. |

Address ..........................................................................................

C ity  .................................................................................................. H
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D uring  the Last W orld W ar a Few 
Ind iv idua ls Bucked the Stream 
And Blazed the T ra il to Revolution

IRISH MASSES 
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INTO THE WAR



4 S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1939

S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L
V o l. U I ,  No. 69 S ep tem ber 13, 1939

P ublished tw ice  a  week by the 
S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  P U B L IS H IN G  ASS N, 

a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, New Y o rk , N. Y. 
Te lephone: A lg o n q u in  4-854 7

(P u b lish e d  th re e  t im e s  a w e ek  b e g in n in g  Sept. 9)

S u b sc rip tio n s : $2.00 per y e a r ; $1.00 fo r  s ix  m onths. F o r
eign : $3.00 per year, $1.50 fo r  s ix  m onths. B und le  o rde rs . 
2 cents per copy in  the U n ited  S ta te s ; 3 cents pe r copy in 
*11 fo re ign  countries . S ingle cop ies: 3 cents.

B ron x  and M a n h a tta n  subscrip tions  a re : $1.60 fo r  six 
m onths; $3.00 fo r  one year.

"R eentered as second class m a tte r F e b ru a ry  16, 19S9. at 
the post office a t N ew  Y ork . N .Y ., un de r the A c t o f  M a rch  
S. 1379.*'

E d ito r :
M A X  S U A C H T M A N  

Associate E d ito rs
FK L.1X  M O R R O W  E M A N U E L . G A R R E T T

G enera l A fana acr: A ss is ta n t M a n a g e r:
M A R T IN  A  B E R N  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  jo b  and  a decen t l iv in g  fo r  e v e ry  w o rk e r .

2. O pen the  id le  fa c to r ie s —o p e ra te  th e m  u n d e r 
w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

3. A  T w e n ty -B ill io n  d o lla r  F e d e ra l p u b lic  w o rk s  
an d  hous ing  p ro g ra m .

4. T h ir t y - th ir t y !  330-w eekly m in im u m  w a ge—  
30-hour w e e k ly  m a x im u m  fo r  a l l  w o rk e rs  on 
a l l  jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r  w e e k ly  o ld -age  and  d is a b il i ty  
pens ion .

S. E x p ro p r ia te  the  S ix ty  F a m ilie s .

1. A11 w a r  fun ds  to  th e  un em p loye d .

8. A  pe op le ’s re fe re n d u m  on an y  and  aU w a rs .
t

9. N o  s e c re t d ip lo m a c y .
19. A n  in d e pen de n t L a b o r P a r ty .

11. W o rk e rs ’ D e fense G u a rd s  a g a in s t v ig ila n te  
an d  F a s c is t  a tta c k s .

12. F u l l  so c ia l, p o lit ic a l and  eco no m ic  e q u a lity  
fo r  th e  N e g ro  peop le.

The Special Session
President Roosevelt has announced that he 

w ill call'a special session o f Congress, probably 
for October 2.

W hy has he waited so long to take the step 
which he promised months ago to take as soon as 
war in Europe “ is certain” ?

The reasons are crystal-clear.
Roosevelt knows that the American people 

are emphatically opposed to this country’s in
volvement in the war, and that i f  Congress had 
been called as originally scheduled, this sentiment 
would have found expression— even i f  in inade
quate and distorted form.

Therefore his aim is first to whip up sentiment 
and forces fo r  his pro-war plans, and then to 
have Congress act as a rubber-stamp.

iHe knows that the overwhelming m ajority of 
the masses are in favor o f a peoples’ referendum 
before the United States can engage in any war.

Therefore he seeks to defeat that popular de
mand by shouting fo r  “ national unity”  in sup
port o f his war program— "th is is no time fo r  
dissension.”  He is moving heaven and earth to 
lim it debate at the special session by prior agree
ment.

He knows that, i f  he succeeds in getting this 
country into the war, democratic rights and the 
inadequate social legislation o f the last few years 
— the National Labor Relations Act, the Hours 
and Wages Act, etc.— w ill be destroyed by the 
dictatorial Industrial Mobilization Plans.

Therefore he unleashes a campaign against 
"sabotage, espionage, and subversive activities”  
to pave the way fo r  the coming reactionary 
measures against labor.

He knows that the masses are looking to the 
special session for larger appropriations for re
lief, for re-establishment o f the union wage on 
W PA, fo r actions against the W all Street p ro fi
teers and speculators.

Therefore he seeks to confine the business of 
the special session exclusively to two pro-war 
steps: increased war appropriations and to l i f t  
the embargo on arms, implements o f war and 
airplanes fo r  the benefit o f imperialist England 
and' France.

Roosevelt’s insidious scheme to drag the 
United States into the war is enthusiastically 
supported by the press— from the Hearst papers 
to the Daily W orker— the radio, and the pulpit 
o f all denominations.

Like Woodrow W ilson in 1916, Roosevelt 
cloaks his pro-war moves by public avowals for 
“ peace”  and “ neutrality” — while secretly taking 
actions to involve the country in the war at the 
moment when it would best .serve the interests o f 
big business.

Above all, he seeks to destroy the genuine an

ti-war sentiments o f the masses.
We must act now i f  we are to defeat his 

plans!
In  the shops and factories, in the unions and 

fraternal organizations, in the streets, wherever 
workers discuss the question o f war— in a word, 
everywhere— we must clearly expose his real 
aims.

Above all, the trade unions must formulate 
their own proposals lo r the special session of 
Congress. The progressives must demand that 
the unions act against Roosevelt’s war moves 
now 1

Against the liftin g  o f the embargo.
Against increased m ilitary appropriations. 

Not a cent, not a man for Roosevelt’s imperialist 
war.

For a peoples’ referendum before the United 
States can enter any war.

Against the dictatorial Industrial Mobilization 
Plan.

Against all anti-alien and criminal syndicalist 
laws.

For the defense and extension o f all the demo
cratic rights of the people.

For the immediate national independence of 
Puerto Rico, the Philippines and Hawaii.
• For the repeal o f the Woodrum W P A  wage- 
cutting Act.

For a twenty billion dollar housing program.
I

Roosevelt has his program for the special ses
sion : a pro-war program. Labor must launch its 
own program against Roosevelt. Stop Roosevelt 1 
That must be the watch-word of the labor move
ment in the fight against war.

Conspiracy of Silence
Roosevelt by executive order, without consul

tation o f Congress, has just enormously expand
ed the personnel o f the Federal Bureau o f Inves
tigation.

What use w ill these secret service agents be 
put to?

An answer is provided by what has been hap
pening in Minneapolis. F B I agents by the score 
were sent there by Attorney General Murphy 
during the recent W P A  strike. Disguised as 
pickets, they mingled with the strikers— in other 
words, they played the role of political-police, 
agents-provocateur— and, acting on Roosevelt’s 
“ You can’t strike against the government,”  pre
pared cases against the strikers. These F B I ag
ents were the chief witnesses before a Federal 
grand ju ry , convened on Murphy’s orders, which 
indicted 103 strikers under a Relief Law provi
sion prohibiting “ interference”  w ith W . P. A. 
workers.

Older workers remember the notorious strike
breaking role o f the F B I during and after the 
last war. Under Attorney General Stone that was 
supposed to have been ended. Now we discover 
that under Murphy the F B I has again become a 
political police— an anti-labor body.

I f  these facts were generally known, the en
tire labor movement would be alarmed at Roose
velt’s expansion o f the FBI.

But the facts are not known. The govern
ment’s extraordinary prosecutions in Minneapo
lis have not been reported nationally in the press! 
Even the defense o f the Minneapolis prisoners 
by W illiam  Green, president of the A F L , in 
Duluth on Labor Day, was not carried by the 
press services!

Here is a significant instance o f how the kept 
press is working hand in hand w ith  Roosevelt 
in putting over his preparations for a war dic
tatorship.

The French C. P.
W illiam  Philip Simms, Scripps-Howard For

eign Editor, is authority for the statement that 
the French Communist Party has virtually col
lapsed. In a Sept. 8 dispatch he w rites:

“ Advices from Paris reveal that the French 
Communist Party has been virtually destroyed 
by the Reich-Soviet pact. Its leaders are now 
considering formation of a ‘National Commun
ist’ party, but there is doubt that even this is 
possible. . . .

“ More than 50 per cent o f the party member
ship resigned during the first five days following 
the formation o f the Berlin-Moscow axis, in 
cluding approximately half of the Communist 
members of the Chamber o f Deputies.”

A ll Is Not M ilk  and Honey for the 
'Highly Paid' Building Workers

The Facts Show that the Average Weekly Income of these 
Labor “Aristocrats" Is $11— Vigilant Unionism Is Their 
Sole Defense against Being Bled White by Banker-Boss

B y R U TH  J E F F R E Y
“ Say, those union bu ild ing  

w orkers  s tr ik in g  fo r  $2 an hour 
on W PA don’t  get m y sym 
pa thy. T h a t makes $80 fo r  a 40- 
hour week. I ’m  a la w ye r and I  
don ’t  ge t any $80 a week. I  te ll 
you, i t ’s be tte r to be a b r ic k 
la y e r ! ”

We have a ll heard rem arks  
like  these in  the recen t weeks 
of the na tiona l s tr ike  to p re 
serve the p re va ilin g  wage on 
W PA construction  jobs. So 
m any people have in  th e ir 
m inds a p ic tu re  o f a labor a ris 
tocracy  fa tten ing  in  the m ids t 
of the depression. Y e t, i f  we 
stop to th in k , we a ll know the 
gaunt depression fig u re  o f the 
unem ployed p a in te r, p las te re r, 
p lum be r, stone-w orker.

I t  is  tim e  to get down to the 
tru th  about the wages o f b u ild 
ing  and construction  w orkers. 
L e t us rev iew  the fac ts  and the 
f ig u re s :

Unions estim ate  the to ta l 
num ber o f days i t  is possible 
fo r  a bu ild ing  w o rke r to w ork  
as 161 a year. Th is  fig u re  is  a r
r ive d  a t th rough  the fo llow ing  
tab le , com piled on the basis of 
th e ir  own actua l experience:
T o ta l no. o f days a year . . 365 
No. of Sundays ...................  52

313
H olidays by agreem ent . . .  7

f 306
Saturdays no t w orked .. 52

254
R a iny  days (13 y r. period) 32

222
Cold days <43 y r. period) 19

203
A ve r. no. days consumed

looking  fo r  w o rk  .............  22

181
A ve r, days sickness o r ab

senteeism  ...........................  9

172
A ver. no. days lost w a itin g  

fo r  m a te r ia l and delays 
caused by em ployers . . .  11

161
W H AT B U IL D IN G  W ORKERS 
A C T U A L L Y  E A R N

B u ild in g  w orkers  and th e ir

fa m ilie s  m ust be fed, clothed 
and housed, how ever, no t 161 
days in  the yea r, bu t 365.

I t  is a m a tte r o f record, 
though .tha t in  the ve ry  best 
years o f bu ild ing  a c tiv ity , be
fore  the depression, construc
tion  w orkers  averaged not 
m ore than 100 days o f w ork  
d u ring  the year.

B u t these are no t years of 
p rospe rity . Thom as A. M u r
ra y , P res ident o f the A F L  
B u ild in g  and C onstruction 
T rades Council o f New Y o rk , 
states tha t, since the depres
sion descended ten years ago, 
w orkers  have been considering 
thefhselves lucky  to average 50 
days of em p loym ent d u ring  the 
year.

The a ris toc racy  o f labo r, i t  
w ould then appear, has been 
subsisting fo r  ten years now 
on an ac tua l average w eekly 
incom e o f $11 per w eek! D u ring  
the 1933 depths o f the depres
sion, accord ing to union rec
ords, th is  fig u re  fe ll to  $8.50!

And these averages, as the 
B ric k la ye rs , Masons and P las
te re rs  In te rn a tio n a l U nion pu t 
it .  in  a recen t a rb itra tio n  p ro 
ceeding, "a re  tr ic k y  th ings too. 
F o r w h ile  there Is an average, 
there are those below the av 
erage; and m any o f our m em 
bers have been a t the absolute 
zero po in t below the average, 
w ith  no incom e w hatever fro m  
i,he in d u s try  th a t has c la im ed 
th e ir services and th a t con tin 
u a lly  demands th a t they be 
ava ilab le  fo r  peak operations 
to be ‘stuck on the w a lls  as 
th ic k  as th e y ’l l  s t ic k ’ . ’ ’
T H E  IN D U S T R Y  MUST 
SUPPORT ITS  W ORKERS

I t  adds, defending its e lf 
aga inst a wage a ttack  by the 
M aster B u ilde rs  Associa tion of 
the bosses, “ The em ployers 
m ay re la te  these wages to the 
m an hours spent on the job . 
We re la te  them  to the men 
ca lled  in to  th is  in d u s try  by the 
em ployers and we deny th a t 
there is any o ther ju s t re la 
t io n .’ ’

“ No plea o f pove rty  among 
em p loye rs ,”  the un ion states, 
“ can erase the staggering  and 
condem ning fa c t th a t th is  in 
d u s try  is s ta rv in g  our m em bers 
to death and w ould be s ta rv 

ing  them  to death were the 
wage scale ten tim es its  pres
ent am ount. We do not know 
now em ployers, hav ing  as
sumed the ro le and functions of 
em ployers, can deny th e ir re 
sp o n s ib ility .”

There is no longer a place 
on the job fo r  the w orke r who 
a tta ins  an average ra te  of 
speed: on ly the fastest are able 
to keep up w ith  the pace set.

" ‘F ro m  1919 to 1929,”  reads 
the union b r ie f re fe rred  to 
above, “ the ou tpu t per w o rke r 
em ployed in  the U n ited  States 
in  in d u s try  increased app rox i
m a te ly  43 per cent. The depres
sion has brought, an a lm ost 
frenzied  e ffo rt to step up fu r 
th e r and m ore  ra p id ly  the o u t
pu t per m a n .”
IR R E S P O N S IB LE  BAN KS 
B L E E D  T H E  W ORKERS

We quote fu r th e r fro m  th is  
h ig h ly  revea ling  union docu
m ent:

“ In te re s t rates and m u ltip le  
bonding and financ ing  charges 
add burdens to the in d u s try , 
w h ich  seems to know  as a 
means o f economy on ly  the an
c ien t device o f c u ttin g  wages, 
so th a t the w orkers  m ay bear 
the whole burden o f loss, w h ile  
the possessors of w ea lth  re ta in  
a ll the avenues o f g a in .”

Thus is ou tlined the actua l 
s itua tion  In the construction  in 
dus try . U nion standards m ust 
be defended m ilita n t ly , fo r  they 
are the on ly  fac to rs  In the en
tire  in d u s try  w h ich  p ro tec t the 
w orkers  fro m  being bled com 
p le te ly  w h ite  by the  ru le r- 
banks—w hich  con tro l financ ing , 
rea l estate and the supp ly and 
construction  com panies, and 
w hich fo r  years have organized 
a ttacks upon wage standards.

The en tire  labo r m ovem ent 
m ust be kep t a live  to the dan
ger fa c in g  th is  group o f union
ized w orkers , who are under a t
tack both by Congress, and by 
the A tto rn e y  G enera l’s o ffice  
w h ich  ca lls  them  a “ tru s t re 
s tra in in g  tra d e .”  The “ N ew ”  
Deal m us t no t be p e rm itte d  to 
succeed in  its  d r ive  to a id  the 
banks in  sm ashing un ion wage 
scales in  the construction  in 
dus try . Support o f the W PA 
s tr ik e  fo r  the p re va ilin g  wage 
m ust no t be re laxed.

Has the Gallup Poll Become Part 
O f War Propaganda Machine?

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
cent, accord ing  to the G a llup  
figu res . To be sure, th is  is s t i l l  
a m a jo r ity  o f the people, bu t 
the G a llup  news release (New 
Y o rk  T im es, Septem ber 10) em 
phasizes the decline in  the vote.

A D iffe re n t Question!
(1) The question w h ich  was 

posed in the la tes t su rvey  was 
worded as fo llow s : “ Should the 
C onstitu tion  be changed to re 
qu ire  a na tiona l vote before 
Congress could d ra f t  m en fo r 
w a r overseas?”

A lthough ne ithe r the G a llup  
news release nor the T im es 
com m ents g ives the s ligh tes t 
ind ica tion  to the co n tra ry , th is  
question is NOT the Lud low  
proposal fo r a w a r re fe rendum  
bu t a D IF F E R E N T  proposal. 
The Lud low  reso lu tion  ca lls  fo r  
a na tiona l vote before the U.S. 
m ay enter in to  w a rfa re . The 
G a llup  question asks about a 
vote on the d ra ft, assum ing 
th a t the U.S. is  a lready in  the 
w ar.

Says the news re lease: “ The 
question its e lf is  based on the 
proposal of G eneral Hugh John
son. . . Johnson made th is  
proposal fo r  a vote on the d ra ft  
as a substitu te  fo r a vote on en
te r in g  w ar, w h ich  he opposed. 
R epresentative H am  F ish  was 
another who counterposed the 
d ra ft-re fe rendum  to a w a r re f
erendum . Y e t the G a llup  re 
lease and the T im es b land ly  
com pare the percentages on the

tw o proposals, w ith o u t m ention 
ing  th a t they are d iffe re n t and 
th a t they have evoked d iffe re n t 
line-ups even in  the past.

Objections Don’ t  A pp ly
(2) The s ign ificance  o f th is  

s le ight-of-hand is eas ily  dem on
stra ted . The In s t itu te ’s release 
m entioned th a t the strongest 
a rgum ent g iven by those op
posed to the proposal, among 
the people who w ere canvassed, 
was “ th a t such a vote w ould 
consume va luab le  tim e  in  a 
period o f c ris is . . . .’ ’ F ro m  the 
po in t of v iew  of the average 
man, th is  ob jection  has m any 
tim es m ore  v a lid ity  as an a rgu 
m en t aga inst a re fe rendum  on 
the d ra ft  a fte r the U.S. was a l
ready in  the w a r, than as an 
ob jection to a re fe rendum  on 
w hether the U.S. should enter 
the w a r a t a ll. O bviously, once 
w a r is declared, eve ry  m inu te  
counts fo r  the m ob iliza tion  of 
the w a r m achine, bu t the same 
reasoning w ould no t app ly to 
the vote on w hether we should 
en ter the w a r.

(3) The question its e lf is  a 
fake . W hile  a cons titu tiona l 
am endm ent w ould be necessary 
to pu t the Lud low  reso lu tion  In 
to e ffec t, IT  W O U LD  NOT B E  
N E E D E D  FO R  A N A T IO N A L  
VO TE  ON T H E  D R A F T . The 
C onstitu tion  sp e c ifica lly  puts 
the w a r-m ak ing  pow er in  the 
hands o f Congress, bu t a s im p le  
decision by the Congress is 
enough to e ffec t a d ra ft  re fe r

endum.
W ere Negroes Consulted?

(4) The figu res  g iven by the 
In s titu te  on reg iona l d is tr ib u 
tion  o f the vote ra ise fu r th e r 
questions. The p rin c ip a l fa c to r 
in  d r iv in g  the vote fo r  the p ro 
posal down was the South. 
H ere, 63 percent w ere aga inst 
the re fe rendum  idea and on ly 
37 percent fo r. T h is  is w ay out 
of line  w ith  the o the r regions. 
W hile the In s titu te  has made no 
sta tem ent on its  methods of 
sam p ling  the Southern popula
tion , one m ay w onder w hether 
they are lik e  the Southern 
sta tes ’ methods in  hand ling  
e lec to ra l votes. How m uch 
w e igh t was g iven to the N egro 
population in the South, and the 
sharecroppers? O r are we to 
believe th a t the Southern Neg
roes are m ore inc lined  to tru s t 
the Congress’ d isc re tion  in  
d ra ftin g  them  fo r  w a r than are 
the w h ite  w orkers  in  the N orth?

The region w ith  the nex t h ig h 
est percentage o f an ti-re fe ren 
dum  votes is g iven as the West, 
tra d it io n a lly  a reg ion o f iso la 
tio n is t sentim ent. E ven  New 
E ng land gave re tu rns  m ore fa v 
orab le  to the re fe rendum  p ro 
posal.

I f  D r. G a llup  has en listed in  
the W ar B o a rd ’s propaganda 
section (and we cannot doubt 
th a t they w ould apprecia te  his 
se rv ices), he should cease pos
ing  as an im p a r t ia l reco rde r o f 
the p u b lic ’s pulse.

Their  By James Burnham

G overnm ent
Roosevelt is back on top o f the heap. When he 

rea lized th a t his in te rn a l po licy  was hopeless, th a t 
i t  was co llapsing  m ise ra b ly , he gam bled h is en tire  
stake on the w ar. And he won.

When he brings together his specia l session of 
Congress,.he w il l  resum e the com m and th a t he lost 
in  Ju ly . He w il l  ca ll the tune, and a b ig  m a jo r ity  
w il l  sw ing in to  the dance. F u ll speed ahead tow ard  
the w a r!

B u t le t us hope th a t no one w il l  be so s im p le  as 
to im ag ine  th a t th is  w il l  m ean a re v iv a l o f the New 
D eal. I t  w il l  not be the dead Roosevelt o f the dead 
New Deal who takes the he lm , bu t the Roosevelt 
o f the W ar D eal. And the W ar D eal w il l  hand out 
sho rt s h r if t  to  those who t r y  to  re m in d  i t  o f the old 
prom ises o f “ re fo rm ”  and “ the m ore  abundant 
l i fe ” .

The a im  o f the W ar D eal, on a w o rld  scale, is 
to b rin g  the U nited States in to  the w a r in  such a 
w ay th a t A m erican  im p e ria lis m  w il l  d ic ta te  the 
w a r se ttlem ent. In te rn a lly , the a im  o f the W ar 
Deal is, in  the shortest possible tim e , to  fasten  on 
the people of the U n ited  States a to ta lita r ia n  m il
i ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip— a d ic ta to rsh ip  w h ich  w il l  never 
be lif te d  so long as A m e rica n  Im p e ria lism  s u r
vives.

T h a t w il l  be the rew a rd  to the A m e rica n  people 
fo r  dy ing  in  the “ crusade aga inst H lt lp r ”  abroad: 
to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  a t home.

Roosevelt on Easy Street
I t  is c e rta in  th a t Roosevelt p lans to send th is  

coun try  in to  the w a r w e ll before the p a rty  conven
tions n e x t Spring . I f  he succeeds, he takes i t  fo r 
gran ted th a t h is  nom ina tion  fo r  a th ird  te rm  (and 
h is e lection) are in  the bag. Who w il l  dare  oppose 
h im ? He w il l  be able to take  ch ie f personal c re d it 
fo r  the w ar, w il l  he not? And he has good grounds 
fo r his an tic ipa tions.

Roosevelt is  the lead ing , and m ost s k il l fu l w a r
m onger in  the U n ited  States. There is, in  fa c t, sub
s ta n tia l reason to be lieve th a t R oosevelt’s m arch 
tow ard  the w a r is  considerab ly fa s te r than  th a t de
s ired  by the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  them selves, and by the 
econom ic needs o f A m e rica n  im p e ria lis m . The S ix
ty  F a m ilie s  w ould like  a m a x im u m  In te rva l fo r 
w a r-tim e  super-p ro fits  under conditions of fo rm a l 
n e u tra lity , w ith  d ire c t m ili ta r y  in te rven tion  de
layed u n til the decis ive la s t stages o f the w ar. 
Then, w ith  a ll the European powers exhausted, 
they could m ake sure th a t " v ic to r y ”  w ould gua ran 
tee no t m e re ly  the c rush ing  o f G erm any—w hich  is 
on ly one p a rt o f the purpose of the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  
in  the w a r—b u t f i r m  dom inance ove r th e ir  “ a llie s ”  
as w e ll. A m e rica n  im p e ria lis m  does n o t w an t any 
v ic to rs  in  th is  w a r except itse lf.

B u t a ll o f R oosevelt’s actions since h is Chicago 
address o f O ctober, 1937, prove th a t he is im p a 
tie n t fo r  the ro le  o f w a r-lo rd , th a t he w ants to  be
come “ w o rld - le a d e r”  fro m  the outset—and, in  the 
process, save h is own p o lit ic a l carcass fro m  being 
th row n  in to  d iscard .

I t  is  reported  on good a u th o r ity  th a t one b ig  fao- 
to r  in  G rea t B r i ta in ’s decision to p re c ip ita te  w a r 
th is  au tum n was the fa c t th a t Roosevelt was en te r
ing  the la s t yea r of h is second te rm  o f o ffice , and, 
w ith o u t a w a r, w ould have had l it t le  chance fo r  a 
th ird  te rm . Though G re a t B r ita in  w ould in  any 
case have counted on U.S. a id , i t  w ould no t have 
been so sure o f enorm ous and ra p id  a id  fro m  an
o ther P resident.

E veryone  is  so convinced o f R oosevelt’s in ten 
tions th a t h is dec la ra tion  o f the em bargo requ ired  
by the N e u tra lity  A c t had not the s ligh tes t dam p
ening e ffec t on the rise  o f the “ w a r b a b y ”  stocks, 
o r  the stepped up speed o f p roduction  o f m ili ta ry  
planes fo r  export. Roosevelt proposes, everyone 
knows, to tra n s fo rm  la rge  sections o f A m erican  in 
dus try  in to  a base o f supplies fo r  E ng land  and 
F rance  w h ich  w il l  be free  o f the r is k  o f G erm an 
bom bers.

The Forgotten Man again Forgotten
M eanw hile , W PA d ism issa ls a re  s t i l l  con tinu ing ; 

the ro lls  are  down below  2,000,000 now. I t  is  no 
doubt u n p a tr io tic  to  m ention  such de ta ils  when ev
eryone should be p ra c tis in g  up fo r  the  trenches. 
S till worse, I  im ag ine , to re ca ll th a t, accord ing  to 
the record , i t  is  no t H it le r  who has th row n  1,500,- 
000 W PA w orkers  in to  the streets in  less than  a 
year.

H ow convenient fo r  Roosevelt, th is  w a r ! H ere is 
you r b lanke t c u re -a ll; no m ore ta lk  is  in  o rde r now 
about unem ploym ent and s ta rva tio n  and m ise ry  
and w retched houses and m oun ting  debts and 
taxes. And here is your tic k e t fo r  an express ride  
to a th ird  te rm .

I t  is  u n u tte ra b ly  tra g ic  th a t even a s ing le  w o rke r 
believes he can de fea t H it le r is m  by  supporting  
R oosevelt’s w a r p lans and his w a r to come. B y 
such support we on ly  s trengthen H it le r  a t home, 
since he can then prove to the G erm an w orkers  
th a t they are deserted by th e ir  b ro thers  in  o ther 
nations who fig h t to defend the colonies and p ro fits  
of “ th e ir  ow n”  im p e ria lism s . And in  th is  coun try , 
by such support we g ive  a free  hand to reaction , 
we necessarily  abandon a ll s trugg le  fo r  jobs and 
decent l iv in g  conditions, and we accept in  advance 
the to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  w h ich  R oosevelt’s sub
ord ina tes and h is M organ-R ocke fe lle r-D upon t W ar 
Resources B oard  have prepared to the la s t item . 
B y  such support we m ake ce rta in  the v ic to ry , not 
o f H it le r  perhaps, bu t o f H it le r is m , th roughou t the 
w orld .

To R oosevelt’s c a ll fo r  na tiona l u n ity  in  the  c r i 
sis, i t  has never been so im p o rta n t to  re p ly : 
A ga ins t the na tiona l u n ity  o f the im p e ria lis ts ! F o r 
u n ity  o f the w o rk in g  class in  uncom prom is ing  class 
strugg le  aga inst Roosevelt and h is w a r and h is  re 
action !


