
Trotsky Writes on War and the Nazi-Soviet Pact
Above A ll Else 
Stalin Fears 
Internal Revolt

Leon T ro tsky  issued the follow ing: s ta tem ent to the B r itis h  
press:

» * *

FOR twenty years the mainspring of German imperialism 
remained tightly wedged. When this spring began to 

expand, the diplomatic chancellories were disconcerted. The 
prolonged and sterile negotiations between London-Paris 
and Moscow, following Munich, constituted the second 
stage o f their discomposure. From 1933 on I  declared con­
tinually in the world press that the fundamental aim of 
Stalin’s foreign policy was the reaching o f an agreement 
w ith H itler. But my voice was too modest to convince the 
masters of fate. Stalin staged his low comedy, “ the struggle 
fo r democracy,”  and this comedy was believed, at least in 
part. Almost until the last day, Augur, semi-official London 
correspondent o f the New York Times, repeated his assur­
ances that an agreement w ith Moscow would be reached. 
Painfully instructive is the fact that the Stalinist parlia­
ment ratified the German-Soviet pact on the very day that 
Germany invaded Poland!

The general cause o f war lies in the irreconcilable con­
tradictions of world imperialism. The particular percussion, 
however, which opened up m ilitary operations was the con­
cluding o f the Soviet-German pact. During the preceding 
months, Goebbels, Foerster, and the other German poli­
ticians persistently repeated that the “ day”  for decisive 
action would soon arrive. I t  is inescapably clear now that 
this day was the one on which Molotov affixed his signature 
to the German-Soviet pact. No power can erase this from 
the annals of h is to ry !

I t  is not at all that the Krem lin feels closer to the total­
itarian states than to the democratic. This does not deter­
mine the choice o f orientation in international affairs. De­
spite all his aversion fo r the Soviet regime, the conserva­
tive parliamentarian Chamberlain tried w ith all his might 
to gain an alliance w ith Stalin. The alliance was not real­
ized because Stalin fears H itler. And it is not by accident 
that he fears him. The Red A rm y is decapitated. This is 
not phraseology but a tragic fact. Voroshilov is a fabrica­
tion. H is authority is created artificially through totalitar­
ian propaganda. On his dizzy pinnacle he remains what he 
always was, a hide-bound backwoodsman, without vision, 
without culture, without m ilitary ability, and even without 
talent as an administrator. The whole country knows that. 
In  the “ purged”  m ilitary staff not a single name remains 
in which the army could place confidence. The Kremlin 
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ROOSEVELT DECREES STRIKE AT 
LIBERTIES OF AMERICAN PEOPLE

War Deal Moves to End 
Democracy by Attack on 
,#Subversive Activities"

Who Is Guilty of Starting 
The Second World War?

.B y  L E O N  T R O TS K Y -

Behind the Lines
B y G EO RG E S T E R N .

So fa r  the w a r has been 
fo ugh t m ore fie rc e ly  in  the 
headlines than  a t the fro n t. B a t­
te ries  o f fou r-inch  type  have 
been ro lled  ou t by the newspa­
pers and they are keeping up a 
steady screech o f lies. Denia ls 
come back a t them  in  t in y  p a r­
agraphs like  the unheard c licks 
o f a pop-gun.

Nevertheless, the  re a lity  is  
su ffic ie n tly  the re . H it le r ’s a rm ­
ies are approaching W arsaw. 
F ra n co -B ritish  troops are m ov­
in g  g ingerly  across the G erm an 
fro n tie r in  the Saar where 
m iles  ra th e r than  yards separ­
ate the  S iegfried and M ag ino t 
lines. B r it is h  planes have ca r­
rie d  ou t a num ber of ten ta tive  
ra ids  over G erm an te r r ito ry . 
The B r it is h  fle e t is  in  its  b lock­
ade positions in  the N o rth  Sea 
and e ig h t m erchan t ships have 
been sunk by one side or the 
o ther. O nly the p a c ifis t lib e ra ls  
of yesterday—today the loudest 
of the w arm ongers—are beg in­
n ing  to screech hoarse ly fo r 
m ore gore. Those who are con­
ducting  th is  w a r know  i t  is  go­
ing  to  be a long and bloody one 
and the F ra n co -B ritish  s tra tegy 
is based e n tire ly  upon th a t pe r­
spective.

The present phase aw aits the 
com p le tion  o f the N azi invasion 
o f Poland. The F rench  and B r i­
tish  are qu ite  fu l ly  aw are th a t 
the defection o f Russia fro m  
th e ir  side, w ith  the consequent 
n e u tra lity  fo r the tim e  being of 
T u rke y  and the B a lkans, sealed 
the fa te  o f Poland. Despite a ll 
the fa n fa re  about “ he lp ing  our 
a l ly ”  the F rench  and B r it is h  
are content to hope th a t before 
e xp irin g  the Poles w il l  a t least 
m ake some dent in  the G erm an 
m ili ta r y  m achine. T h e ir tac tics  
w il l  be de te rm ined  in  p a rt by 
the speed w ith  w h ich  the v a r i­
ous neu tra ls  are converted in to  
be llige ren ts  and the p rin c ip a l 
a tten tion  centers now not on 
m ili ta ry  e ffo rts  along the west­
e rn  fro n t b u t upon d ip lo m a tic  
e ffo rts  in  I ta ly  and S outheast 
e rn  Europe designed to w in  new 
a llies fo r  the A ng lo-F rench co­
a lition .

I t  is  bow  genera lly  expected 
th a t as soon as he regards P o l­
and as subjugated, H it le r  w il l

m ake a peace o ffe r to the w est­
e rn  powers on the basis of the 
status quo thus established. 
A ng lo-F rench propaganda is  a l­
ready extending its e lf to  d is­
count in  advance the prospec­
tive  A ng lo -F rench  re je c tio n  of 
the expected proposals fro m  
B e rlin . H it le r  w i l l  u tilize  th is  
re fusa l in  ju s tify in g  in  h is in ­
te rn a l propaganda the continua­
tion  and extension of the w a r.

The conquest of Poland w il l  
create  a brand new s itua tion . 
G erm any and Russia w il l  be 
neighbors. K um an ia  and the 
B a lkans w il l  be a t H it le r ’s m e r­
cy. I ta ly ,  w h ich  has a lw ays re ­
garded the B a lkans as its  God- 
g iven sphere o f in fluence, w i l l  
be fo rced  to take  some k ind  of 
stand, e ithe r w ith  H it le r  o r 
aga inst h im . The trem endous 
tw in  lines of fo rtif ic a tio n s  along 
the w estern fro n t w ould  m ake 
an offensive the re  so costly th a t 
we m ay be sure the W estern a l­
lies w il l  look fo r another road 
to the R eich and the road 
th rough I ta ly  and the B renner 
Pass is the best o f them  a ll. 
T ha t road we m ay be sure they 
m ean to tra v e l, e ithe r by b reak­
ing  M usso lin i fro m  the axis  o r 
b a tte ring  h im  down. T h a t is 
w hy M usso lin i w i l l  soon fin d  
h is perch on the horns o f a 
d ilem m a too uncom fortab le  to 
m a in ta in . And the w ay he fa lls  
w il l  de term ine how th ings go in  
the Balkans.

I f  M usso lin i goes w ith  H it le r , 
the B a lkan  states w il l  have to 
choose between slow ex tinc tion  
as colonies of the axis  o r s w ift 
ex tinc tion  as its  enemies. I f  he 
com pletes the go ry  cha in  of 
d ip lo m a tic  doublecrossing and 
moves in to  the A llie d  cam p, 
southeastern Europe w il l  be­
come one of the p rin c ip a l b a t­
tle fie lds  o f the w a r.

And w h ile  these decisions are 
in  the m ak ing , a r t il le ry  w il l  
ro a r w ith  fu tile  thunder on the 
w estern  fro n t and a ir  fleets on 
both sides w il l  take  th e ir  ghast­
ly  to l l  in  c iv il ia n  lives. Russian 
goods and a rm s w i l l  be flo w in g  
in  a th icken ing  stream  in to  G er­
m any and A m erican  goods and 
a rm s w il l  be f i l l in g  the w a r 
chests of the W estern powers.

Y este rday I  ta lked  on the im m ed ia te  respon­
s ib il ity  fo r  w a r. H it le r  s ta rted  bloody m ili ta ry  
operations, S ta lin  helped H it le r  to s ta rt. Th is 
tim e  the im m ed ia te , so to say “ ju r id ic a l”  re ­
sp ons ib ility  fo r  beg inn ing m ili ta ry  a c tiv itie s  
shapes its e lf m ore c le a rly  than  in  the la s t w a r. 
The question o f re spons ib ility  p lays, as i t  is 
known, a g re a t ro le  in  the In te rn a tio n a l p ropa­
ganda o f both w a rr in g  cam ps. E veryone o f the 
states p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the w a r a tte m p t to s h ift 
the re spons ib ility  onto the enemy.

F ro m  the h is to rica l and p o lit ic a l po in t of 
v iew , how ever, th is  ju r id ic a l (o r d ip lo m a tic ) 
c r ite r io n  is o f com ple te ly  second ra te  im p o rt­
ance. There are progressive, ju s t w ars  and 
there  are re a c tio n a ry , u n ju s t w ars , indepen­
den tly  of who “ s ta rte d ”  f irs t .  F ro m  the scien­
t i f ic  h is to rica l po in t o f v iew , progressive, ju s t 
w ars are those w h ich  serve the lib e ra tio n  of 
oppressed classes o r oppressed nations and 
thus push hum an cu ltu re  fo rw a rd . On the con­
tra ry ,  those w ars  are re a c tio n a ry  w h ich  serve 
fo r the p rese rva tion  of an antiquated social 
o rder, w h ich  serve fo r  the enslavem ent of 
w o rk in g  classes and backw ard  o r w eak na ­
tions. Consequently, o f decis ive im portance  is 
the question, no t o f who “ s ta rte d ”  f irs t ,  who 
appeared as an “ aggressor,”  b u t w h ich  class 
is lead ing the w a r and in  beha lf of w h a t h is ­
to r ic a l ends. I f  the oppressed class o r an op­
pressed na tion  appears in  the ro le  o f “ aggres­
so r”  on beha lf o f its  lib e ra tio n , we w il l  a lw ays 
welcom e such aggression.

England Rearmed Germany
The a ttem pts to p ic tu re  the n e x t w a r as a 

w a r between dem ocracies and fasc ism , -were 
shattered aga inst the re a l m a rch  o f events. 
The present w a r, w h ich  its  p a rtic ip a n ts  s ta rted  
before they signed the tre a ty  o f V ersa illes , 
g rew  out o f im p e r ia lis t con trad ic tions. I t  was 
inev itab le  as is inev itab le  the crash o f tra in s  
w h ich  are le t loose one tow ard  the o ther on the 
same tra c k .

The ch ie f antagonists on the European con­
tin e n t a re  G erm any and F rance . In  the s tru g ­
gle fo r  hegem ony in  Europe and its  co lon ia l 
possessions, F rance  a ttem pted to keep G er­
m any (no t the fa sc is t b u t the  dem ocra tic  one) 
in  a cond ition  o f d iv is ion  and weakness. In  
th is  sense F rench  im p e ria lis m  was the m id ­
w ife  of G erm an na tiona l socia lism . On the 
co n tra ry  E ng land , w h ich  was in te rested  in  
b reak ing  the  European hegemony o f F rance 
and its  in te rn a tio n a l pretensions, began soon 
a fte r V e rsa illes  to support B e r lin  aga inst P a r­
is. The re -a rm in g  o f N azi G erm any w ould  have 
been im possib le  w ith o u t the d ire c t help o f E ng ­
land. Thus the m asked b u t deep antagonism s

between the dem ocracies was a spring -board  
fo r  H it le r .

In  M un ich  E ng land  supported H it le r  in  the 
hope th a t he w ould  be sa tis fied  w ith  cen tra l 
Europe. B u t a couple o f weeks la te r, E ng land  
“ f in a lly  d iscovered”  th a t G erm an im p e ria lis m  
s trives  tow ard  w o rld  dom ination . In  its  ro le  as 
the w o rld  co lon ia l pow er, G rea t B r ita in  cou ld­
n ’t  fa i l  to  answer the unres tra ined  pretensions 
o f H it le r  w ith  w a r.

The Real Nature of the War
D ip lo m a tic  m ach ina tions, ju g g lin g  w ith  the 

fo rm u la : dem ocracy versus fasc ism , sophism  
concerning the respons ib ility , can no t m ake us 
fo rg e t th a t the s trugg le  is going on between 
the im p e ria lis t s lave-holders of d iffe re n t cam ps 
fo r a new d iv is ion  of the w o rld . A cco rd ing  to 
its  ends and methods the present w a r is a d i­
re c t p ro longa tion  o f the pas t g rea t w a r, on ly 
w ith  m uch g rea te r rottenness o f the c a p ita lis t 
economy, and w ith  m uch m ore te rr ib le  m eth ­
ods o f destruction  and ex te rm ina tion .

Consequently, I  don ’t  see the s ligh tes t rea ­
son fo r  changing those p rinc ip les  in  re la tio n  to 
the w a r w h ich  were e laborated between 1914 
and 1917 by the best representa tives o f the 
w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent under the leadersh ip  o f 
Len in . The present w a r has a reac tiona ry  
cha rac te r on both sides. W hichever cam p is 
v ic to rious , h u m a n ity  w il l  be th row n  fa r  behind.

The Task of the Workers
The task o f the au thentic  representa tives of 

the w o rk in g  class and oppressed nations does 
not consist in  he lp ing  one im p e r ia lis t cam p 
against the o ther, bu t in  teach ing the laboring  
masses o f a ll countries to understand the re ­
a c tiona ry  m eaning o f the present w a r, to  ra ise 
th e ir  own p ro g ra m —the w o rld  soc ia lis t federa ­
tion  of nations— and to p repare  them selves to 
rep lace the reg im e o f robbery  by the reg im e 
o f genera l cooperation.

Th is  is  the p ro g ra m  of the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l. I t  appears u top ian to the so-called re a l­
ists who don’t  understand the log ic  o f h is to ric ­
a l developm ent. The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l now 
com prises on ly a s m a ll m in o r ity . B u t the p a rty  
of Len in  also represented on ly  an in s ig n ifica n t 
m in o r ity  a t the beginning o f the la s t w a r and 
rece ived noth ing bu t sp ite  fro m  the cheap h e r­
oes o f the phrase. W ar is a severe school. In  
its  f ire  the old p re jud ices and habits o f slaves 
w il l  be burned ou t! The nations w il l  come out 
o f th is  w a r d iffe re n t than they w ent in to  it ,  
and w il l  reconstruc t our p lane t accord ing to 
the laws o f reason.
Coyoacan, D .F . Leon T ro tsky
September 5, 1939

SWP in Big Push on All 
Anti-War Drive Fronts

SEAMEN WANT 
WAR BONUSES; 
TIE-UP SHIPS

Branches Work Hard to Come in Under 
W ire in Fund Drive— Mass Meetings Held 
A ll Over Nation In Fight Against War

W A S H IN G T O N , Sept. 8 : This morning President Roosevelt told his press conference 
that he had proclaimed a state o f lim ited “ national emergency”  throughout the country. The 
main point about this proclamation, fo r labor groups, is its threat o f action by the Department 
of Justice against “ subversive activity.”

The W ar Deal has finally come out in the open with its red-baiting, labor-muzzling cam­
paign— an essential, i f  not the most essential, part o f its program to lead the country into the 
war abroad. Using as a pretext a war in which the United States is not even a belligerent, the 
White House is moving to crush and silence all opposition from the ranks o f labor. This is 
the first time in our history that such a move has been made before the United States entered 
a war.

Later in the day, Attorney General Murphy issued executive orders authorizing the follow­
ing four steps under the proclamation:

® (1)  I n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  
strength o f the Arm y and in 
the tempo o f recruiting.

(2 ) Increases in the per­
sonnel o f the Navy, National 
Guard, and Marine Corps.

(3 ) Authorization fo r the 
State Department to spend 
$500,000 to help stranded 
Americans get back from Eur­
ope.

(4 ) “ Increase the person­
nel o f Federal investigating 
agencies to protect the United 
States against sabotage, pro­
paganda and other subversive 
activities such as this nation 
experienced between 1914 and 
1917.”  ■

The President has still

Bucking the 
W ar Censors

“ The p la in  people of G e rm any ,”  repo rts  a fo re ign  co rres­
pondent o f the N . Y . Post, “ m en and wom en one can see in  the 
streets o f V ienna, B e r lin  and in  the lanes o f v illages , face the 
prospect o f wra r  as a m an  exhausted fro m  a n ig h tm a re  m ig h t 
look fo rw a rd  to a day of phys ica l and em otiona l t r ia l .  I t  is 
re a lly  s ta r t lin g  to observe the num ber o f pale, d raw n , peaked 
faces am ong the so ld iers as w e ll as the  c iv ilia n s . W eeping w o­
m en are everyw here. In  B e r lin  one feels dangerous explosive 
forces close to the su rface .”

By H A L  D R A P E R
Secretary, C am paign C om m ittee

The “ state o f em ergency”  in to  w h ich  the P a rty  has entered 
in its  f ig h t aga inst the w a r continues w ith  mass ra llie s , outdoor 
and indoor, attended by the la rges t crow ds the P a rty  has ever 
spoken to.

S ix m ore  branches cam e th rough d u ring  the past week on 
the A n ti-W ar Fund, going over the top on the September 15 
quotas.

The New Y o rk  loca l is  tra n s fo rm in g  its  counc ilm an ic  elec­
tio n  cam pa ign  in to  a c ity -w ide  a n ti-w a r d rive , in  o rde r to u tilize  
the oppo rtun ity  a ffo rded  by the e lections to b rin g  its  message to 
new thousands o f w o rke rs . Un-®

Ten branches in  a ll are now 
under the w ire  in  the Fund 
d rive . Those w h ich  made the 
grade d u ring  the past week 
a re : D e tro it, B a ltim o re , L e x ­
ington, K y ., E va n sv ille , Ind ., 
M arston  M ills , Mass., and Con- 
neaut, Ohio. The la s t tw o  have 
in  add ition  fu lf i l le d  th e ir  en tire  
quota in  the $10,000 d rive , the 
fig u re  fo r  Septem ber 15 being 
h a lf o f th is  to ta l. The fo u r other 
branches w h ich  were a lready 
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But Union Officials 
Find 'Escape Clause' 
For Companies

And in  P a ris  and London? A re  the p la in  people the re  fee l­
ing  any d iffe re n tly  than  those in  B e rlin?  No— b u t iro n ic a lly  
,enough, fo re ig n  correspondents in  B e rlin  are fa r  fre e r to w rite  
so fa r  than those in  P a ris  and London, w here no d ispatch  can 
be tra n sm itte d  u n til f i r s t  stam ped by the censor. The N ew  Y o rk  
T im es is  constra ined to re p o rt th a t “ In  Rom e and B e r lin  m ore 
favo rab le  conditions e x is t a t th is  w r it in g , since there is as ye t no 
p r io r  censorship o f outgoing news d ispatches.”

Where are the "d e m o cra c ie s ” ?
♦ * *

The League of N ations, w h ich  the fat-headed lib e ra ls  fo r 
tw en ty  years to ld  us was going to m ake a peacefu l w o rld , has 
ju s t had the c row n ing  in d ig n ity  in flic te d  upon i t .  The Swiss 
G overnm ent has banned fu r th e r League o f N ations broadcasts. 

* * *
How ducky ! Lady  A sto r has a gas m ask case w h ich  con 

ta ins  com partm ents  fo r  purse, lip s tic k  and com pact. As she 
w a lked in to  the House o f Commons to vote fo r  the w a r, she had 
th is  love ly  accessory a ll ready w ith  her.

* * *
H it le r  has jo ined h is  so ld iers “ a t the fro n t.”  The o ff ic ia l 

.G erm an news agency repo rts  h is  w a lk in g  th rough  a hosp ita l 
tra in  ta lk in g  w ith  each wounded so ld ie r. T h a t c e rta in ly  is  shar 
in g  the dangers o f w a r w ith  the boys. They say A do lf ju s t hates 
the  s igh t o f blood. H is w il l  be shed, you m ay be sure, not by the 
A llie d  sold iers bu t by G erm an w orkers .

*  *  *

B r ita in ’s r iv a l p o lit ic a l pa rties  have agreed upon a truce  in  
w h ich  they w il l  no t contest pending by-e lections, since such con­
tests are considered undesirab le  in  tim e  o f w a r. They a ll agreed 
w ho le-hearted ly on the w a r, Conservatives and "L a b o r ite s ”  
a like .

der the slogan of “ Vote fo r  the 
A n ti-W ar P a r ty ! ”  a ll N ew  Y o rk  
branches and com rades are 
g iv ing  th is  d rive  f i r s t  p lace in  
th e ir  a c tiv itie s , to insure th a t 
Comrades S h a c h t m a n  and 
Paine get on the ba llo t.

R ecord S treet Sales 
The record  runs o f the  Social­

is t Appeal w h ich  have been 
com ing o ff the press three 
tim es  a week a re  being sold 
out on the streets in  a ll the 
m ain  centers o f the  P a rty .

BOSTON, Sept. 7—Tw enty- 
seven o f the th ir ty -s ix  crew  
m em bers o f the governm ent- 
owned fre ig h te r Challenge, car- 
goed fo r  E ng land , w ere pa id  
o ff today because they  refused 
to sa il la s t n ig h t w ith o u t a 
“ guaranteed”  $250 bonus and 
$25,000 w a r-r is k  insurance fo r 
each man.

The men w ere d ischarged by 
U . S. Shipping A gent Leo F . 
O 'B rien  o f Boston on orders 
fro m  the U . S. M a r it im e  Com­
m ission. O ’B rie n  said th a t he 
a lready  had h ired  h a lf the n um ­
ber of new m en requ ired  to  re ­
m an the ship and th a t he ex­
pected to have a fu l l  c rew  
ready fo r sa ilin g  by to n ig h t or 
to m orrow  m orn ing .

The M a r it im e  Com m ission in ­
fo rm ed  O ’B rie n  th a t i t  could no t 
guarantee bonuses no r could i t  
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W hat Your Dollar Can Do
A d o lla r puts a Socia lis t Appeal salesm an on an im ­

po rtan t s tree t corner fo r  one day.
F ive  do lla rs  p e rm its  free  d is tr ib u tio n  of two hundred 

Socia lis t Appeals.
Ten do lla rs  puts a fu ll- t im e  fie ld  o rgan izer to  w o rk  fo r 

one week in  the an ti-w a r cam paign.

A n ti-W ar C am paign C om m ittee 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
116 U n ive rs ity  P lace, N .Y .C .

D ear F rie n d s :

I  enclose ...............  , as a con tribu tion  to the an ti-w a r
w ork o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty .

Nam e . . 

Address

many emergency powers up 
his sleeve which he can use 
when and as he sees fit. This is 
just the beginning.
S P E C IA L SESSION O F R U B ­
B E R -S TA M P  CONGRESS D U E

The day before th is  em ergen­
cy  p roc lam a tion , i t  became 
know n th a t the P res iden t had 
te n ta tive ly  se ttled  on Septem­
ber 18 as the date on w h ich  he 
w il l  ca ll a specia l session o f 
Congress to repea l the N e u tra l­
i ty  A c t. He has a lready  d is­
cussed the question on the 
phone w ith  Senators B a rk le y  
and M cN a ry , D em ocra tic  and 
R epublican flo o r leaders re ­
spec tive ly , and also w ith  o ther 
Congressional whips.

A  specia l session, the W hite 
House made c lea r, w i l l  be c a ll­
ed on ly  i f  repea l o f the A c t is 
ce rta in .

“ U nd e rly in g  the P res iden t’s 
conversations w ith  Congression­
a l leaders ,”  repo rts  the N . Y . 
T im es o f Septem ber 8, “ is  h is 
desire th a t p ro tra c te d  debate 
on the n e u tra lity  issue sha ll be 
avoided a t a ll costs, le s t the 
im pression  get abroad among 
nations th a t do no t understand 
the dem ocra tic  process th a t the 
U n ited  States was d iv ided  on 
the fo re ig n  p o licy  o f the A d m in ­
is tra t io n .”

In  o ther w ords, in  o rde r to 
avoid any “ m isunders tand ing ”  
by the  to ta lita r ia n  T h ird  Reich, 
our P res iden t proposes to m ake 
the A m e rica n  Congress in to  a 
to ta lita r ia n  rubber-s tam p itse lf. 
“ You are , I  be lieve, the m ost 
en lightened and best-in form ed 
people in  a ll the w o rld  a t th is  
m om en t,”  sa id  the P re s id e n t in  
h is  “ n e u tra lity ”  ra d io  speech 
la s t Sunday evening. “ You are 
sub jected to no censorship. . . ”  
B u t th is  en lightened dem ocracy 
need expect no pub lic  debate on 
the issue w h ich  now means life  
o r death to m illio n s  o f i ts  c i t i ­
zens: the question o f neu tra lity .'

The W ar D ea l’s p lan  is  no t 
(Continued on Page 3)
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Green Repeats
I t  is n ’t  tak ing  long fo r the 

conservative A m erican  labor 
leaders to show th e ir  true  co l­
ors in  the  w a r c ris is .

W illia m  Green, A F L  p res i­
dent cam e ou t th is  week fo r  the 
slogan “ L e t the People Vote on 
W a r.’'  O N LY , he was ta lk in g  
about G erm any!

The G erm an people don’t  
w an t w a r. L e t H it le r  le t them  
vote and th e y ’d a ll vote fo r 
peace. G reen says. C o rrec t!

B u t how about se tting  a fine  
exam ple fo r  them ? How about 
M r . G reen shouting “ L e t the 
People Vote on W ar in  the 
U n ited  S ta te s !”  Green is as s il­
en t on th is  as H it le r  is  in  G e r­
m any. I f  i t ’s a dem ocra tic  r ig h t 
of the people o f G erm any to 
vote on w ar, w hy is n 't i t  fo r  the 
A m erican  people? We say i t  is.

G reen ’s actions show th a t he 
is going to pursue com ple te ly  
the exact course o f be tra ya l he 
fo llow ed in  1917-18. Green is go­
ing  to help en lis t A m erican  
w orke rs  in  th is  present w o rld  
s laughter.

Lewis Is Smarter
John L . Lew is , p resident of 

the CIO. is a t r i f le  sm a rte r in  
his approach.

Speaking on Labor D ay, Lew ­
is declared p rope rly  th a t the 
A m erican  w orkers w an t no w ar 
o r any p a rt o f it .  Th is  is the 
sen tim ent o f the huge m a jo r ity  
ef w orkers. They have noth ing 
to get fro m  w ar.

So w hat does Lew is propose 
the A m erican  w orkers do to 
keep out o f w ar? F ig h t fo r a 
popu la r re ferendum ? No! F ig h t 
aga inst repeal o f the n e u tra lity  
b ill?  N o! W hat p ro g ra m  does 
Lew is  have to o ffer?  None!

Instead, Lew is  ve ry  in s id i­
ously prepares the m inds of 
the CIO w orke rs  to p a rtic ipa te  
in  another w o rld  w a r. “ The 
CIO is the b u lw a rk  o f democ­
racy . The true  defender of dem ­
o c ra c y !”  R em em ber th a t one? 
P res ident W ilson, aided by 
John L . Lew is, am ong others, 
used th a t in  1917-18 to re c ru it 
the A m erican  w orkers  in  the 
la s t phoney w a r to save the 
w o rld  fo r  dem ocracy.

M r. Lew is  also showed w hat 
he has in  m ind  by another 
speech g iven th a t day by Jam es 
B . C arey, secre ta ry  o f the na­
tio n a l CIO (who obviously 
spoke w ith  John L . ’s app rova l).

C arey said he d id n ’t  like  the 
present W ar Resources Board. 
D id  C arey ob ject to the d ic ta ­
to r ia l powers g iven i t  by P res i­
dent Roosevelt? O f course not. 
D id  he po in t ou t th a t the c rea ­
tion  o f th is  board was a m a jo r 
step in  p repa ring  fo r A m erican  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w o rld  w ar? 
H a rd ly ! T h a t th is  board was 
going to ru n  in d u s try  the w ay i t  
saw f i t  and the he ll w ith  wages, 
hours and w o rk in g  conditions? 
N o t one word of serious c r i t i ­
c ism .

M r. C arey objects because la ­
bor doesn’t  have a representa­
tive  on th is  union - busting, 
s t r i k e  - b reak ing , d ic ta to r ia l 
board. Y ou  see, i t  is n ’t  fa ir ,  ac­
cord ing  to M r. C arey, to a llow  
the bosses to break the unions 
d u ring  w a r-tim e . T h e y ’ve got to 
be assisted by a la b o r fa ke r.

Would anyone be surp rised  i f  
C arey ’s candidate fo r  th is  post 
o f la b o r representa tive  on the 
W ar Resources B oard  was M r. 
Lew is?

Sagar-Coating
T iie  A m e rica n  labor leaders 

have enough con tact w ith  th e ir  
ra n k  and f i le  to know  th a t no 
one, even the golden-voiced 
FJD.R., is  going to se ll them  on 
the idea o f g iv in g  up th e ir  lives  
in  another w a r in  w h ich  the 
wjbple show is  exposed before 
hand.

The W ar Resources B oard  is 
a crude set-up a t present. Too 
m any J . P . M organ  m en on it .  
Too m any known opponents of 
O rganized Labo r. H a rd  to sell 
th a t k in d  of an o u tf it  to  w o rk ­
ers. H a rd  to m ake anyone be­
lieve  in  the baloney o f “ w a r fo r 
dem ocracy”  when such fla g ­
ra n t ru le  o f the bosses is  re ­
vealed.

W hat the CIO leaders are t r y ­
ing  to do is  show Roosevelt and 
W a ll S tree t the  “ c o rre c t”  w ay 
to  e n lis t the w orke rs  in  another 
s laughte r. G ive  them  a post 
here and there. (W ha t’s one 
vote am ong ten, especia lly  
when i t ’s sewed up too fo r  the 
bosses.) G ive  the w orke rs  the 
illu s io n  th a t they are hav ing  
som eth ing  to say 'abou t how the 
s laugh te r is  ’be ing conducted. 
Then m aybe th e y ’d  f ig h t. M a y­
be.

SOCIALIST APPEAL

THe W ar and the Nazi-Soviet Pact
By Leon Trotsky

SEAMEN WANT 
WAR BONUSES; 
TIE-UP SHIPS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, lgfo
b*=
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fears the army and fears H itler. Stalin requires peace— at 
any price.

Before Hohenzollern Germany toppled under the blows 
o f the war coalition, it  dealt a mortal blow to the Czarist 
regime; furthermore the Western Allies egged on the Rus­
sian liberal bourgeoisie and even supported the plans for a 
palace revolution. The present incumbents o f the Kremlin 
asked themselves anxiously: may not this historical inci­
dent repeat itself in a new way? Had the Soviet oligarchy 
been capable o f self-sacrifice or at least the slightest degree 
o f self-denial in the m ilitary interests o f the U.S.S.R., it 
would not have decapitated and demoralized the army.

The simpletons who are “ pro-Soviet”  deem it self-evi­
dent that the Kremlin hopes to overthrow H itle r. The case 
is otherwise. W ithout revolution the overthrow o f H itle r 
is inconceivable. A  victorious revolution in Germany would 
raise the class-consciousness o f the broad masses in the 
U.S.S.R. to a very high level and render impossible the 
further existence o f the Moscow tyranny. The Kremlin 
prefers the status quo, w ith H itle r as its ally.

Serves Imperialist Aims
Caught o ff guard by the pact, the Krem lin ’s professional 

apologists now attempt to argue that our former prognoses 
contemplated an aggressive m ilitary alliance between Mos­
cow and Berlin, whereas in reality only a pacifist agree­
ment o f “ non-aggression”  was concluded. Miserable soph­
istry ! We never spoke o f an aggressive m ilitary alliance in 
the direct sense o f the term. On the contrary, we always 
started from the fact that the international policy o f the 
Kremlin was determined by the new aristocracy’s interests 
in preserving itself, by its dread of the people, by its inca­
pacity to conduct a war. Any international combination has 
some value for the Soviet bureaucracy insofar as it liber­
ates it from the necessity o f resorting to the force of 
armed workers and peasants. And yet the German-Russian 
Pact is a m ilitary alliance in the fu ll sense o f the word, for 
it serves the aims o f aggressive imperialist war.

In the last war Germany was defeated primarily because 
of the lack o f raw materials of the U.S.S.R. I t  is not acci­
dental that the concluding o f the political pact was preceded 
by the concluding o f a trade agreement. Moscow is far 
from any thought o f renouncing it. On the contrary, in his 
speech yesterday before the Supreme Council, Molotov 
stressed above all the exceptional economic advantages of 
the friendship with H itler. The pact o f non-aggression, 
that is, a passive attitude toward German aggression, is 
thus rounded out by a treaty of economic collaboration in 
the interest of the aggression. The pact assures H itle r the 
possibility o f utilizing Soviet raw materials exactly as Italy 
in its attack on Ethiopia utilized Russian oil. While the 
m ilitary experts o f England and France in Moscow studied 
the Baltic map from the point o f view o f m ilitary opera­
tions between the U.S.S.R. and Germany, the German and 
Soviet experts at the very same time were considering what 
measures to take in order to safe-guard maritime routes in 
the Baltic sea for continuous trade relations during w ar­
time.

Occupation o f Poland w ill assure contiguous boundaries 
with the Soviet Union and a further development o f eco­
nomic relations. Such is the essence o f the pact. In  Mein 
Kampf H itle r declares that an alliance between two states 
which does not have as its aim the prosecution o f war “ is 
absurd and sterile." The German-Soviet pact is neither 
absurd nor sterile— it is a m ilitary alliance with a division 
o f roles; H itle r conducts the m ilitary operations, Stalin 
acts as his quartermaster. And still there are people who 
seriously assert that the objective o f the present Kremlin 
is world revolution!

Lenin's Policy Was Different
W ith  Chicherin as Minister o f Foreign A ffa irs in 

Lenin’s government, Soviet foreign policy considered its 
real task to be the international triumph of socialism, and 
sought, incidentally, to utilize the antagonisms among the 
great powers with the aim o f defending the Soviet Repub­
lic. W ith  Litvinov, the program o f world revolution was 
supplanted by concern for the maintenance o f the status 
quo through a system o f “ collective security.”  But when 
the idea of “ collective security”  neared partial realization, 
the Kremlin became alarmed at the m ilitary obligations 
which were entailed. L itv inov was replaced by Molotov 
who knows no obligation other than that o f preserving 
unimpaired the interests o f the ruling caste. Chicherin’s , 
policy, that is, Lenin’s essentially, was long ago decreed a 
policy o f romanticism. For a certain time L itv inov’s policy 
was considered the policy o f realism. The policy o f Stalin- 
Molotov is a policy o f unadulterated cynicism.

“ In  a united front o f peace-loving nations which are 
really opposed to aggression the Soviet Union cannot fail 
to participate in the front ranks,”  Molotov declared at the 
Supreme Council three months ago. What appalling irony 
in those words now ! The Soviet Union has taken its place 
in the rear ranks o f those states which up to yesterday the 
Krem lin persistently denounced as the aggressors.

W hat the Kremlin Gains
The immediate advantages the Kremlin government re­

ceives from the alliance with H itle r arc quite tangible. The 
U.S.S.R. remains out of war. H itle r removes from the im ­
mediate agenda his campaign fo r a “ greater Ukraine.”  Jap­
an remains isolated. W ith  the postponement o f the war dan­
ger on the western frontier, one can envisage at the same 
time, as a consequence, a weakening of the pressure on the 
eastern frontier, perhaps even the conclusion of an agree­
ment w ith Japan. I t  is quite likely, moreover, that in ex­
change for Poland, H itle r w ill give Moscow freedom of ac­
tion in regard to the Baltic states bordering the U.S.S.R. 
However, though the “ advantages”  may be great, they are 
at best o f an episodic nature and their sole guarantee is Rib-
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bentrop’s signature to a “ scrap of paper.”  Meanwhile the 
war places questions o f life  and death on the order o f the 
day for peoples, states, regimes, ruling classes. Germany is 
carrying out in stages her program of domination by war. 
W ith the help o f England, she re-armed despite the opposi­
tion o f France. W ith  the help o f Poland she isolated 
Czechoslovakia. W ith  the help o f the Soviet Union she not 
only wishes to enslave Poland but to destroy the old colo­
nial empires. I f  Germany succeeds w ith the Krem lin’s help 
in emerging victorious from the present war, that w ill sig­
n ify  mortal danger fo r the Soviet Union. Let us recall that 
directly after the Munich agreement, D im itro ff, secretary 
o f the Comintern, made public— undoubtedly on Stalin’s 
order— an explicit calendar o f H itle r’s future conquests. 
The occupation o f Poland is scheduled in that calendar for 
the fall of 1939. Next in order fo llo w : Yugoslavia, Ruma­
nia, Bulgaria, France, Belgium. . . And then, at the bottom, 
in the fall o f 1941, the offensive is to begin against the 
Soviet Union. These revelations must undoubtedly be based 
upon information obtained by the Soviet espionage service. 
I t  is impossible, o f course, to take this blue-print literally— 
the march o f events introduces modifications into all such 
calculations. Nevertheless, the first link o f the plan— occu­
pation o f Poland in the fall o f 1939 is now being consum­
mated. I t  is very likely that the brief delay o f two years 
between the destruction o f Poland, according to the plan, 
and the offensive against the Soviet Union is approximately 
correct. In  the Kremlin they cannot help understanding this. 
I t  is not for nothing that they have proclaimed many times: 
“ peace is indivisible.”  I f  Stalin notwithstanding becomes 
H itle r’s quartermaster, it  signifies that the ru ling caste is 
no longer capable o f thinking about tomorrow. Its formula 
is that o f all doomed regimes; “ after us the deluge.”

Seals Doom of the Comintern
I t  would be a vain task to attempt at this time to predict 

the course o f the war and the fate o f its various partici­
pants, including those who still cherish the illusory hope o f 
remaining outside o f the catastrophe. I t  is given to no man 
to survey in its entirety this vast arena and turmoil of 
infinitely complex material and moral forces. Only the war 
itself w ill decide the destiny o f the war. One o f the major 
differences between the present war and the last one is the 
radio. I t  is first now that I  see this clearly as I  listen here 
in Coyoacan, a suburb o f the Mexican capital, to speeches 
in the Berlin Reichstag and to news dispatches from Lon­
don, Paris, and New York City. Thanks to the radio, 
people w ill depend much less than in the last war on totali­
tarian news from their own government and they w ill be 
infected much more rapidly by the moods o f people in other 
countries. In  this sphere the Kremlin has already suffered 
a great defeat. The Comintern, most important instrument 
o f the Kremlin fo r influencing public opinion in other 
countries, is in reality the first victim o f the German-Soviet 
pact. The fate o f Poland has not yet been decided. But the 
Comintern is already a corpse. I t  is being forsaken from 
one side by the patriots and from the other by the inter­
nationalists. Tomorrow by radio we w ill undoubtedly hear 
the voices o f the Communist leaders o f yesterday revealing, 
in the interest o f their respective governments, in all the 
languages o f the civilized world, including Russian, the 
treason o f the Kremlin.

The disintegration of the Comintern w ill not fail to deal 
an irreparable blow to the authority o f the ruling caste in 
the consciousness o f the broad masses o f the Soviet Union 
itself. Thus the policy o f cynicism which was designed to 
reinforce the position o f the Stalinist oligarchy, w ill in real­
ity  speed the hour of its downfall.

The war w ill topple many things and many individuals. 
Artifice, trickery, frame-ups, and treasons w ill prove of no 
avail in escaping its severe judgment. But my article would 
be greatly misunderstood i f  it led to the conclusion that 
everything new introduced by the October Revolution into 
the life  o f mankind w ill be cast aside. I am profoundly con­
vinced o f the opposite. The new form o f economy, freed 
from the insufferable fetters o f the bureaucracy, w ill not 
only withstand this test o f fire, but also serve as a basis for 
a new culture which, let us hope, w ill put an end to war 
forever.

L e o n  T r o t s k y

Coyoacan, D.F.
September 2, 1939

Come to the Anti-W ar Fighters j

DANCE and ENTERTAINMENT j
S A T U R D A Y , SEPTEM BER  16th at 9 P. M. j 

Irving Plaza Ballroom
(N ew ly  Redecorated)

15th S treet and Ir v in g  P lace

ON T H E  PR O G R AM  
A rch ie  Savage

In  a A fro -A m erican  vers ion  o f Cuban dances 
Dewey ’Johnson

Fam ous Negro B a ritone  in  some o ld  and new favo rites
T rin id a d  Calypso Singers

In  a presentation o f top ica l and in tim a te  songs
B & L ?? !!

In  severa l jazz versions of the m odern dance 
e tc., e tc ., etc.

Music by SAVOY BEARCATS
Tickets 75c On Sale at:

L a b o r  B o o k  S h o p  

So c ia l is t  W o r k e r s  P a r t y  
116 University Place

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
assure the m en th a t w a r-r is k  
insurance w ould be provided.

A gent Thom as M cG owan of 
C IO ’s N a tiona l M a r it im e  U nion, 
who in fo rm ed  the c rew  of the 
d ischarge, said a new crew  
w ould be signed “ i f  possib le”  
by to n ig h t th rough  the N M U ’s 
agency.

N EW  Y O R K, Sept. 8— De­
mands of seamen fo r  w a r bon­
uses and life  insurance fo r  sa il­
ing  vessels in to  the w a r zone 
held up the U n ited  States L in e ’s 
P res ident Roosevelt here fo r 
s ix  hours Wednesday and m ay 
tie  up the S.S. M anhattan  o f the 
same com pany, scheduled to 
sa il Saturday.

The vessels o f the U n ited  
States L ine  are under con trac t 
to the N a tiona l M a r it im e  U n­
ion. When the w a r broke out, 
rank  and f i le  pressure forced 
adoption by the union o f a m o­
tion  dem anding 40 per cent in ­
crease in wages, life  insurance 
fo r  unlicensed personnel o f $25,- 
000 per m an, and a $250 bonus. 
These demands are h a rd ly  a 
drop in the bucket com pared to 
the super-p ro fits  w hich the 
shipowners are reap ing  fro m  
the w a r s itua tion .

Crews aboard ships scheduled 
to sa il in to  the w a r zone ex­
pected, there fo re , th a t they 
would rece ive the fu l l  backing  
o f the union i f  they  refused to 
s ign on u n til the demands fo r ­
m u la ted  by the union had been 
m et.

S ta lin is ts  Lay  Down
B u t then the S ta lin is t leaders 

of the union pu t th e ir  heads to­
gether w ith  the o ffic ia ls  of the 
U n ited  States L ines, and these 
w orth ies w orked out an “ escape 
c lause .”  Upon a prom ise  o f the 
shipowners to “ fu r th e r negoti­
a te ,”  the union leaders advised 
the crew  to sa il the S.S. P re s i­
dent Roosevelt. M em bers o f the 
crew  who refused to accept 
th a t advice and dem anded an 
im m ed ia te  se ttlem ent before 
the ship sailed were s im p ly  re ­
placed by m en sent fro m  the 
N .M .U . offices.

“ N ego tia tions“  s t i l l  continue. 
N oth ing  has been gran ted  by 
the com pany. The re fusa l o f the 
S ta lin is t leadersh ip  to fo rce  the 
operators to g ra n t concessions 
now ind ica tes the ro le  they  are 
prepared to p la y  th roughout the 
w ar.

When the S.S. M anhattan  
crew  demanded th a t the com ­
pany im m e d ia te ly  settle  the is ­
sue, the S ta lin is t leaders o f the 
N .M .U . found a new “ o u t.”  
They w ired  A d m ira l Land, 
cha irm an  of the U . S. M a r it im e  
C om m ission, th a t the union was 
rece iv ing  “ abso lute ly  no coop­
e ra t io n "  fro m  the com m ission 
in  a rrang ing  p ro tection  fo r  
A m erican  seamen.

B u t fo r  m any months i t  has 
been se ttled  po licy  fo r  m a r i­
tim e  unions not to cooperate 
w ith  the com m ission, w hich is 
an open s tr ike b re a k in g  agency. 
The Sailors U nion o f the P a c i­
f ic  has so fa r  th w a rte d  the com ­
m iss ion ’s a tte m p t to replace 
union h ir in g  ha lls  by govern­
m en t ha lls , and a ll unions are 
boycotting  the “ tra in in g  sh ips”  
o f the com m ission, w h ich  are 
no th ing bu t schools fo r  finks . 
In  b rin g in g  the com m ission in ­
to the p ic tu re  the S ta lin is t lead­
ers are fa c il ita tin g  its  a ttem pts  
to re s tr ic t union a c tiv itie s  in  
the s tra teg ic  m a r it im e  indus­
tr ies .

On the West coast seamen re ­
ceived bonuses fo r  sa ilin g  in to  
w aters ad jacen t to O rie n t w a r 
zones. D u rin g  the c iv il  w a r in  
Spain ships under ju r is d ic tio n  
of w est coast unions pa id  crews 
bonuses fo r  sa iling  in to  L o y a lis t 
ports. The Sailors U nion o f the 
P a c ific  refused to m an vessels 
bound fo r  F ranco  ports .

A  f la g ra n t exam ple o f the 
w ay in  w h ich  the boss press 
w il l  be sm earing  le g itim a te  un­
ion demands was the “ l ib e ra l”  
New Y o rk  P o s t’s s to ry  o f Sept.
7 on the seamen. “ Seamen’s 
N azi sym path ies t h r e a t e n  
A m e rica n  sa ilin g s ; stand in  
w ay o f gove rnm en t’s e ffo rt to 
b rin g  its  na tiona ls hom e,”  was 
the headline. A ll the  ra ts  are 
gnaw ing aw ay a t the founda­
tions o f union conditions.

The Effect of the 
Pact in Scotland

A ugust 28, 1939
D ear S . . .. :

I  am  w r it in g  once m ore  on 
the eve of a threatened upheav­
a l o f a ll o f socie ty—only th is  
yea r the p ro b a b ility  o f w a r ap­
pears m uch g rea te r than i t  was 
la s t year.

The la te s t be tra ya l o f the 
w orkers o f the w o rld  by S ta lin  
—the Russo-Germ an P act, has 
le ft the w orkers  o f th is  coun try  
in  a te rr ib le  state o f confusion. 
The D a ily  W orker here d is re ­
garded the P a c t fo r  3 days— 
d id n ’t  even m ention  any th ing  
about it .  Then a fte r the ca p i­
ta lis t press had headlined i t  and 
ran  i t  up and down its  colum ns 
fo r 3 days s tra ig h t, the D a ily  
W orker came o u t w ith  the o ff i­
c ia l exp lanation  r ig h t fro m  the 
“ ho ly fa th e r”  h im se lf, “ th a t 
the pac t was one o f the g rea t­
est v ic to rie s  fo r  so c ia lism .”  

The C .P. line  is  s t i l l  to  oust 
C ham berla in  and get a govern­
m en t w hich w il l  sign a P ac t 
w ith  Russia—th is  despite the

fa c t th a t clause 4 o f the G er­
m an-Russian P a c t d ire c tly  con­
tra d ic ts  such a po licy .

O ur com rades in  Glasgow 
here have he ld  open a ir  m eet­
ings w h ich  w ere v e ry  w e ll a t­
tended. They have some excel­
le n t speakers who defined and 
analysed the s itua tion  and then 
ca lled  fo r  the w o rk e rs 'to  take 
the on ly  w ay out—c iv il  w a r 
aga inst th e ir  ru le rs .

The G lasgow  section is the 
best section o f ou r B r itis h  
m ovem ent. A ll  com rades are, 
w ith  the exception o f one, of 
w o rk in g  class o rig in , n e a rly  a ll 
a re  w o rk in g  in  heavy indus­
tr ie s . T hey are w e ll educated 
and versed in  $Jarx, Engels 
and L en in  and are as sincere a 
group o f revo lu tiona ries  as I  
have ever m et.

W ith  the new E m ergency 
Powers A c t here one h a rd ly  
knows w ha t they w il l  be doing 
next. I  be lieve they  w il l  estab­
lish  a to ta lita r ia n  reg im e , whe­
th e r o r no t there  is  w a r. 

R evo lu tiona ry  G reetings,
H  .......................

G lasgow, Scotland

The Answer Is Up To You

SHALL THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
CEASE PUBLICATION OR CONTINUE!

Several weeks ago i t  was an­
nounced in  these colum ns th a t 
The New In te rn a tio n a l m aga­
zine m ig h t cease pub lica tion , 
unless readers came im m e d i­
a te ly  to its  support. Th is  was 
accom plished a t the tim e , and 
The N ew  In te rn a tio n a l con tin ­
ued to appear re g u la rly . I t  has 
not m issed a s ing le  issue since 
its  re v iv a l in  Janua ry  1938, a l­
m ost tw o years ago.

F o r such an im p o rta n t p u b li­
ca tion  as The N ew  In te rn a tio n ­
al to cease pub lica tion  w ould  
unquestionably be a b low  to the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent in  the 
U n ited  States and in te rn a tio n a l­
ly . Indeed, now is  the tim e  
m ore than ever fo r  the pow er­
fu l voice of The N ew  In te rn a ­
tiona l to assert its e lf in  the 
strugg le  aga inst w a r and im ­
p e ria lism  and fo r the social 
revo lu tion  as the answer to the 
im p e ria lis t con flag ra tion .

B u t the ou tbreak o f w a r in  
Europe, w h ile  c re a tin g  new op­
po rtun itie s  fo r  the le ft-w in g  and 
re vo lu tio n a ry  forces has also 
created ce rta in  d iff ic u ltie s  fo r  
the Socia lis t Appea l and im ­
m ed ia te ly  fo r The N ew  In te r ­
nationa l.

The New In te rn a tio n a l is so
m uch a w o rld  m agazine th a t 
app ro x im a te ly  one-th ird  of its  
c ircu la tio n  and incom e has 
been derived  fro m  organ iza ­
tions and agents c irc u la tin g  the 
magazine in  E ng land, Scotland, 
Ire la n d , Canada, In d ia , Aus­
tra lia , South A fr ic a , N ew Zea­
land, F rance , B e lg iu m  and o th ­
e r countries. Now the w a r is 
changing a ll th is .

Censorship has a lready  been 
c lam ped down on v ir tu a lly  ev­
e ry  one of the above-m entioned 
countries and w ill,  no doubt, 
both spread and be in tens ified . 
A lready  m a ils  a re  being stop­
ped) le tte rs  and packages open­
ed, etc. W hile , unquestionably, 
in  some w ay The N ew  In te rn a ­
tiona l w il l  f in d  its  w ay in to  a ll 
these countries, despite a ll bans 
and censorship by the w a r pow­
ers, nevertheless the fa c t re ­
m ains th a t w ith  the advent of 
the European w a r The N ew  In ­
te rn a tio n a l, fo r a t least the d u r­
a tion o f the w a r, loses a paid 
c ircu la tio n  o f app rox im a te ly  
1,000 copies, and th a t likew ise  
one-th ird  of the revenue of The 
N ew  In te rn a tio n a l is  a u tom a tic ­
a lly  cu t o ff.

U nder these conditions The 
New In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  no t be 
able to continue pub lica tion  fo r  
ve ry  long unless A m erican  
readers of The N ew  In te rn a ­
tio n a l and the Socia lis t A ppeal, 
m em bers and sym path izers of 
the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and 
the Y .P .S .L ., (F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l) , rise  im m e d ia te ly  to its  
support.

I t  w ould be a c a la m ity  to the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l i f  The

New In te rn a tio n a l suspends 
pub lica tion  now a t a tim e  when 
its  ro le  is m ore  im p o rta n t and 
decis ive than  ever.

A specia l e ffo r t w il l  be m ade 
to insure pu b lica tio n  o f the Oc­
tober issue w ith  the hope and 
expecta tion  th a t its  readers w il l  
ra l ly  im m e d ia te ly  to  insu re  its  
fu tu re .

C oncrete ly, the fo llo w in g  is 
req u ire d :

1. A ll  S.W.P. and Y .P .S .L . 
un its  m ust pay np th e ir  bundle 
b ills  im m e d ia te ly !

2. A ll  P a rty  un its  should a r­
range q u ic k ly  fo r  a renewed 
and in tens ified  d riv e  fo r  sub­
scrip tions. There are several 
hundred outstand ing  subscrip ­
tions to the m agazine w h ich  
ought and can be renewed i f  an 
organized e ffo rt is  m ade by the 
m em bersh ip . T h is  is im p o rta n t 
now, in  o rde r to help m ake up 
in  a good m easure our loss of 
c ircu la tio n  and revenue fro m  
fo re ign  countries.

3. We ca ll upon readers and 
supporters o f The N ew  In te rn a ­
tio n a l to help the m agazine in  
the fo llo w in g  way.

a. Send in  a subscrip tion !
b. Send in  a donation!

WAR CASTS SHADOW 
OVER LOS ANGELES 
LABOR DAY PARADE

mmm%
FASCISM and BIG BUSINESS

. . .  in  a paper cover ed ition , a t a p rice  eve ry  reader of 
the Socia lis t Appeal can a ffo rd .
Add th is  va luab le  book to your l ib ra ry .

Single co p y .................................. $1.00
Bundle o f 5 or m o re ......................75
Bundle  o f 3 ..................................... 85

Cash m ust accom pany orders. Jo in  w ith  yo u r fr iends  to 
take advantage o f the ba rga in  bundle ra tes w h ile  th is  low  
p rice  lim ite d  ed ition  lasts. .

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  * N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l) 
LOS A N G E LE S , Sept. 5—One 

o i the la rgest— and one o f the 
soberest—Labo r D ay parades 
in  the h is to ry  o f Los Angeles 
was held here. Some 80,000 
w o  r k e r s ,  representing  2 0 0 
A m erican  F edera tion  o f Labo r 
loca ls, m arched th rough  down­
tow n Los Angeles, w ind ing  up 
a t C ity  H a ll. In  nearby San 
Pedro, 20,000 m ore w orke rs , of 
both the A F L  and the CIO dem ­
onstra ted in  the streets o f th a t 
c ity .

The usual h i la r ity  and exube­
rance o f both the m arche rs  and 
the onlookers, how ever, was ab­
sent. T h e  im p e r ia lis t w a r ,  
whose opening guns had a l­
ready thundered in  Europe, 
spread a p a ll over the enthusi­
asm  th a t has m a rked  th is  s ig ­
n ific a n t dem onstra tion  in  p re v i­
ous years.

D is tr ib u te  Lea fle ts  
As one huge A m erican  flag , 

ca rr ie d  h o rizo n ta lly , p a s s e d  
along B roadw ay, one o f Los 
Angeles’ p r in c ip a l streets, there 
was no applause a t a ll. A  by ­
s tander expressed h is surprise  
at th is  silence. H is  w ife , m ore 
m ilita n t, less bew ildered, an­
swered h is exc lam a tion  w ith  
the fo llo w in g  w ords: “ W hat can 
you expect? The w a r is  no t fa r  
o ff, and we a ll know  w ho ’l l  be 
doing the f ig h t in g !”

M em bers o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , hav ing  co rrec t­
ly  gauged in  advance the mood 
th a t w ould  be g rip p in g  the 
crowds, w ere on hand d is tr ib u t­
ing  m any thousands o f lea fle ts .

“ L e t the People Vote on 
W a r !”  demanded the lea fle t. 
“ C ap ita lism  Breeds W a r! The 
F ig h t A ga ins t W ar is the F ig h t 
fo r  S oc ia lism ! F o r a W orkers 
and F a rm e rs  G o ve rn m e n t!”  

The lea fle ts  were w e ll re ­
ceived. T hey w ere read, and 
they were preserved in  pockets 
and in  pocketbooks.

In  add ition , the  S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a r ty  sold m any cop­
ies o f the la te s t issues o f the 
Socia lis t Appeal and o ther p a r­
ty  lite ra tu re . A  num ber o f s ig ­
na tures w ere obta ined bn the 
p e titio n  “ L e t the People Vote 
on W a r.”
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“ LABOR W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  CAN-
r f i r r  n o t  e m a n c ip a t e  it s e l f  w h e r e

I  r |  . LABOR W ITH  A BLA CK  S K IN  IS
-T- B R A N D E D ”—K A R L M A R X .

N E G R O  Q U E S T IO N
By J. R. JOHNSON_______________________

The Negro and the War
I I I

Let us take, one by one, the arguments put forward by 
the war-mongers. A Republican like Landon, a Democrat 
like Roosevelt, or a member o f the Communist Party like 
Earl Browder and James Ford, tells everybody, (including 
the Negro o f course,) that the war now being fought in 
Europe is a war against aggression, a war for ‘ ‘democ­
racy,”  fo r the “ preservation o f human liberties,”  and the 
like. They say this because, although they are talking about 
peacej they are really preparing the minds of the workers 
fo r war.

The average Negro lives the life  o f an outcast in the 
North. He has. little enough “ democracy”  there. But let 
Browder and Ford go to Memphis, Houston, Dallas, New 
Orleans, Jacksonville, Birmingham, Mobile, all the South, 
where some nine or ten m illion Negroes live, and tell those 
Negroes to fight fo r “ democracy.”  Such is the “ democracy”  
of the South that in many towns the Negroes wouldn’t be 
able to sit in the same room w ith the whites to hear why 
they should die fo r “ democracy.”  There are hundreds of 
places in the South where i f  James Ford dared to stand on 
a platform to talk about anything, he’d be torn limb from 
limb, yice-Presidential candidate though he is. There are a 
thousand hotels in the South where i f  he showed his nose 
at the front entrance, three janitors would fall on him and 
throw him out into the gutter, after which the police would 
beat him up and take him to ja il. In  many cities, i f  he went 
near the polling booth he would risk being beaten up and 
perhaps shot. He must come out o f the rear entrance o f a 
bus in many Southern cities, or any white cop nearby would 
riddle him with bullets. I f  Ford got a job as a butler in the 
South, and a friend o f his rang up the house and asked for 
M r. Ford, his friend would be fined and imprisoned for dis­
orderly conduct, as happened in this year o f democracy 
1939. In  the South, Ford is plain Ford, no M r. for Neg­
roes. In  Memphis you can go to the zoo only once a week, 
when whites are not there.
Roosevelt's Party Rules Us in the South

And it is the Democratic Party, Franklin Roosevelt’s 
party which controls the state government in the South. 
Argue with these Democrats about the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments, which “ guarantee”  the political 
rights o f the Negroes. I f  you insist you w ill get fourteen or 
fifteen bullets. That is the only kind o f amendment the 
Southern Democrats have allowed the Negroes fo r many 
years. So that the vast m ajority of Negroes in the South 
w ill tell Roosevelt and Janies Ford, “ What is this democ­
racy I  am to fight for? Where is it? Since when are Cotton 
Ed Smith and Senator Bilbo and the Democratic Party o f 
Franklin Roosevelt my good friends? W hy must I die for 
them? I  am not afraid to fight. Negroes have been some of 
the greatest fighters in history. But the democracy that I 
want to fight for, H itle r is not depriving me of. I  know the 
people who have kept me away from it fo r seventy-five 
years by rifles and revolvers, by state-law and lynch law ! 
You, Franklin Roosevelt, James Ford and Earl Browder, 
tell us why we must go and shed our blood for something 
that we have never had.”

“ We Americans must fight against aggression,”  says 
James Ford and Franklin Roosevelt, seeking to drive 
American workers, white and black, into war. No wonder 
all o f these politicians are so scared o f raising the question 
of war directly to the Negroes. Every word they say turns 
to ashes in their mouths. Let us agree that Negroes must 
fight against aggression. But who are the aggressors 
against the Negroes? IHitler? Nonsense, ih c  Southerners 
of the Democratic Party are the greatest aggressors against 
the Negroes in American history, and the North is not far 
behind them. “ Oh! but we mean aggression in  foreign 
countries, aggression by Mussolini, H itle r and Japan,”  say 
Roosevelt and Ford. The Negro w ill immediately reply, 
“ And why i f  you so hate aggression, didn’t you help 
Ethiopia?”
What these Democrats Did to Ethiopia

Ethiopia was the last little  bit o f A frica  left free. Mus­
solini decided that he wanted it. The League of Nations 
had sworn to defend it. Every Negro w ith a spark o f pride 
knows what happened, and remembers it w ith justified b it­
terness. Not only did they not protect Ethiopia as they had 
sworn to do, but instead they prevented arms from going 
to her while they bargained w ith Mussolini. They stabbed 
Ethiopia in the back— Britain, France, America, these great 
democracies. And Stalin, who is Ford’s paymaster and 
boss, sold oil to Ita ly all through the Italian campaign. Now 
Roosevelt comes running, and P'ord with him, to tell all 
good Americans (Negroes included o f course), that they 
must fight against aggression.

And who is going to do the fighting against this aggres­
sion? The workers as always. Chamberlain, Daladier, and 
Roosevelt are getting ready to push the workers in America 
into the war. These are the very men who actively collabo­
rated w ith Mussolini in destroying the last independent 
A frican state.
Why Should Negroes Trust These Rulers?

On again a Negro w ill ask, “ W hy should I  trust you? 
You who have betrayed the last A frican state? Am I  to go 
fighting for Poland to retain Danzig and prevent H itle r 
from getting it? Have I  nothing else to fight for? I  am not 
such a fool as not to know that international affairs are 
important. I f  Africans in  A frica  are fighting for freedom 
as Ethiopians fought, and are still fighting, I ’ll do all I  can 
to help. The Indians are an oppressed people, and when 
they fight to drive Brita in out, I  am w ith  them. Negroes 
went to fight in Spain against Franco. That was a good 
thing to do. As people who fo r centuries have suffered from 
oppression, Negroes must and w ill assist struggles against

War Deal Issues Decrees Striking 
At Liberties of American People

_______________  o

Restriction on Civil Liberty Through the 
"Emergency Decrees" Goes Hand in Hand 
W ith  Increases in the Army and Navy

War Is Heaven - -  For Some People
The c u rre n t issue o f the Im p o r te r ’s G uide, an au th o ri­

ta tive  trade  m agazine published by S itte rle y  & Sons in  
New Y o rk  C ity , p r in ts  ah a rtic le  under the s tream ing  
headline:

A SHAR P U PW A R D  T R E N D  IN  A M E R IC A N  E X ­
PORT T R A D E  CAN B E  E X P E C T E D  AS A  R E S U LT  OP 
T H E  P R E S E N T  E U R O P E A N  S IT U A T IO N  BEC AU SE OP 
T H E  FO LLO W IN G  FAC TS:

A few  of the “ fo llow ing  fa c ts ”  are w e ll w o rth  quoting.
“ 3. G erm any and Poland are the on ly  m a rke ts  e n tire ly  

e lim ina ted . . . . The en tire  P a r E ast, A fr ic a , A u s tra lia , 
South and C entra l A m erica , neu tra l European nations as 
w e ll as E ng land  and P rance m us t now look to the U n ited  
States as th e ir  m a in  source o f supply.

“ 5. The N e u tra lity  A c t w il l,  undoubtedly, be changed 
to p rovide  the sale o f w a r m a te ria ls  to a ll be llige ren ts  on a 
basis o f cash purchase here and tra n sp o rt in  the consign­
ee’s own bottom s. There is no em bargo on the sh ipm ent of 
m a te ria ls  not o f a m ili ta r y  na tu re  and none w il l  be im ­
posed.

“ 6. Insurance and fre ig h t ra tes w il l  be ad justed on a 
stable basis as soon as convoy methods have been d e fin ite ­
ly  established, and sh ipm ents to  a ll p a rts  of the w o rld  w il l  
be possible in  v iew  of B r i ta in ’s sea power.

“ 9. In  v ie w  o f the above, and in  l ig h t of ou r expo rt ex ­
periences in  1914, i t  is obvious th a t increased demands w il l  
be placed on the expo rt departm ents  o f A m erican  in d u s try  
and th a t we are en te ring  a period  where e xpo rt vo lum e in  
p ra c t ic a lly  a ll lines o f tra d e  w il l  rise  s h a rp ly .”

And how w il l  the w orld , and p a rt ic u la r ly  the A llies , 
pay fo r  a ll these goods? The answer is g iven in  a cu rre n t 
U. S. G overnm ent su rvey  of F rench  and B r it is h  resources 
over here. The po ten tia l w a r cred its  o f these tw o nations 
in  the U n ited  States come to some $4,000,000,000. Th is  sum  
is made up o f F rench  and B r it is h  p riv a te  hold ings o f A m e r­
ican securities, deposits in  A m erican  banks, sho rt and long­
te rm  cred its , and d ire c t investm ents in  A m erican  indus­
t r ia l  p lants. Add $5,000,000,000 gold reserves now owned 
by the F rench  and B r it is h  cen tra l banks, and you have a 
w a r chest o f $9,000,000,000 to finance A llie d  purchases o f 
A m erican  goods. Th is  is over ten per cent o f ou r na tiona l 
incom e in  1938. No wonder the Im p o rte rs ’ Guide is bu llish  
about w a r trade .

ST. LOUIS SWP BLASTS LEGION 
PLAN TO BREAK UP CP MEETING

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
on ly to get a de fin ite  co m m it­
m ent in  advance fro m  "oppos i­
tio n ”  leaders th a t the N e u tra l­
i ty  A c t w il l  be k ille d , b u t also to 
choke o ff a ll discussion. The 
whole deal w il l  be pu lled  o ff be­
h ind the scenes, in  backsta irs  
conferences between the P res i­
dent and a hand fu l o f Congres­
sional leaders. The ac tua l ses­
sion of Congress, i f  F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt has his w ay, w il l  be 
as m uch a "co o rd in a te d ”  sham 
as H it le r ’s R eichstag. The is ­
sue o f war-or-peace is too v ita l 
to the in terests of A m erican  ca­
p ita lis m  to be se ttled  by the 
irrespons ib le  representa tives of 
the people. O n ly the h ighest 
G overnm enta l c irc les  can be 
entrusted w ith  it .
W A N T E D : ONE 
FIRST-CLASS A TR O C ITY  

The re a l question w h ich  w il l  
go before the specia l session o f 
Congress, o r ra th e r w il l  be p r i ­
va te ly  settled beforehand, is 
“ the degree o f p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
w a r w h ich  the A m erican  peo­
ple w il l  to le ra te ,”  to  quote the 
fra n k  fo rm u la tio n  o f the N . Y . 
T im es. The A d m in is tra tio n  is 
b id ing  its  tim e  u n til pub lic  op in­
ion “ c rys ta llize s ”  a l it t le  m ore 
in  fa v o r of sending aid to the 
A llie s . R o o s e v e l t  has to ld  
fr iends  th a t he considers the 
whole business o f repea ling  the 
N e u tra lity  A c t “ an e x trem e ly  
de lica te  su b je c t.”  L ike  the 
s k illfu l p o lit ic a l surgeon he is, 
he w ants to w a it u n til the pa­
tie n t is w e ll-p repared  fo r  the 
shock before proceeding to ope­
ra te . A few  good a tro c ity  ep i­
sodes w il l  help enorm ously. The 
A then ia  was a good beginn ing. 
H IS  M A JE S T Y ’S 
L O Y A L  O PPOSITION 

The Republicans are oppos­
ing  the A d m in is tra tio n ’s W ar 
D eal w ith  a ll the fe rv o r o f the

ATTENTION! NEW  
YORK READERS

The A P P E A L  now appears 
on New Y o rk  C ity  news­
stands on Tuesday, T h u rs ­
day and S aturday. I f  you 
ivant the A P P E A L  placed on 
any newsstand n o tify  the 
business M anager o f the 
A P P E A L  by m a ll.

B r it is h  Labo r P a r ty ’s present 
opposition to the C ham berla in  
governm ent. Senator M cN a ry  
coy ly  refused to revea l his 
stand on repea l o f the N e u tra l­
i ty  A c t. He d id  adm it, however, 
th a t he was doing a ll he could 
to b rin g  the m a tte r to an e a rly  
vote, w h ich  was tan tam oun t to 
saying he was fo r  repeal.

Kenneth Simpson, New Y o rk  
R epublican leader and head of 
the “ l ib e ra l”  group in  the P ar- 
'ty , came out s trong ly  fo r  repeal 
in  a speech to the New Y o rk  
Young R epublican clubs. He 
was backed by Congressman 
Jam es J. W adsw orth  and B ruce 
B a rton , both fro m  N ew Y o rk  
and both w e ll-know n spokes­
men fo r  W all S treet.

There is s t i l l  an O ld G uard 
section of the P a rty , led by 
Hoover and Vandenberg, w h ich  
is fo rm a lly  opposed to repeal. 
B u t i t  is by now fa ir ly  ce rta in  
tha t, when i t  comes to a vote, 
the on ly rea l opposition w il l  
come fro m  the lib e ra l, b itte r- 
end iso la tion is ts  in  the P a rty , 
led by Senators Nye, Borah, 
H ira m  Johnson, L a F o lle tte , and 
N o rris . And even th is  group 
m ay w e ll keep s ilen t a t the c ru ­
c ia l m om ent, ju d g in g  fro m  past 
perform ances.

PR E P AR E D N E SS —
FOR N E U T R A L IT Y

M eanw hile , N e u tra lity  A c t o r 
no N e u tra lity  A c t, the W ar Deal 
g rinds on. . . . R e c ru itin g  cam ­
paigns have been speeded up in  
the A rm y  and N avy , " to  keep 
pace w ith  demands fo r  n e u tra l­
i ty  en fo rcem ent.”  . . . Coast 
G uard  and nava l pa tro ls  now 
extend severa l hundred m iles 
ou t to sea. . . .  A  new batch o f 
“ d o lla r-a -yea r”  business men 
have been taken in to  the T reas­
u ry  and the W ar Resources 
B oard . . . . The N . Y . D a ily  
News, w h ich  u n til w a r ac tua lly  
cam e had an iso la tion is t po licy , 
has restored to its  masthead 
Stephen D e ca tu r’s “ M Y  COUN­
T R Y  R IG H T  OR W R O N G !”  . . 
Quite possib ly no t w ith o u t some 
h in t fro m  the W hite House, the 
newsreel com panies have p ick ­
ed out fo r  rep roduction  on the 
screen the m ost p ro -w ar and 
an ti-iso la tion is t passages o f the 
P res iden t’s “ n e u tra lity ”  rad io  
address. . . . The Stock E x ­
change continued its  w ild  w a r 
boom.

( Special t *  the  S o c ia lU t A ppeal >
ST. LO U IS , Sept. 3—The St. 

Lou is Loca l E xecu tive  C om m it­
tee of the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  today issued the fo llo w ­
ing  sta tem ent, copies o f w h ich  
were sent to  the d a ily  press, 
the St. Lou is C iv il L ib e rtie s  
C om m ittee, and the C om m unist 
P a r ty :

“ The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
has rece ived in fo rm a tio n  fro m  
a re lia b le  source th a t the A m e r­
ican Legion, a t post m eetings 
la s t week, la id  p lans to m o b il­
ize its  m em bersh ip  fo r  the p u r­
pose o f b reak ing  up the Com­
m un is t P a rty  m eeting  schedul­
ed fo r  nex t Thursday n ig h t a t 
the M u n ic ip a l A u d ito r iu m , a t 
w h ich  W m . Z. F oste r w il l  
speak. The Leg ion  spokesmen 
urged the m em bers to ‘m ake 
the San Anton io  a ffa ir  look like  
a Sunday School p ic n ic ’ .

“ The S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  
has no connection w ith  the Com­
m u n is t P a rty : we are p o lit ic a l 
opponents of the C om m unist 
P a rty , and consider th a t the 
H itle r-S ta lin  P act, w h ich  we 
p red ic ted  las t yea r, is  f in a l 
p roo f of the S ta lin is t be tra ya l 
o f the cause o f the in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk ing  class. The S ta lin is ts  
have fo r years ca rr ie d  on a con­
tinuous cam paign o f slander 
and abuse d irec ted  a t us, the 
‘T ro ts k y is ts ’ , and have in  m a n y ’ 
pa rts  of the coun try  broken up 
our m eetings w ith  hooligan ta c ­
tics.

“ Nevertheless, we stand u n -‘

reserved ly  fo r  the r ig h t o f ev­
e ry  w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tion , in ­
c lud ing  the C om m unist P a rty , 
to hold m eetings unm olested 
and to exercise a ll its  constitu ­
tio n a l righ ts . The r is in g  tide  o f 
w a r hys te ria  w il l,  in  the near 
fu tu re , produce m any exam ples 
o f gangster a ttacks on e lem ent­
a ry  dem ocra tic  rig h ts  b y  fas­
c is t forces m asquerad ing under 
the guise o f ‘p a tr io t is m ’ . E v e ry  
sincere supporte r o f these dem ­
o c ra tic  r ig h ts  m ust res is t to the 
la s t d itch  these a ttacks w hether 
com ing fro m  the A m erican  L e ­
gion or any o ther source. We 
believe th a t such resistance can 
best be organized in  the fo rm  of 
W orke rs ’ Defense G uards, b u ilt  
up by the trade  unions. B u t 
pressure m ust be brough t to 
bear on a ll the organs o f pub lic  
opin ion to fo rce  them  to speak 
out aga inst such fa sc is t gang­
s te rism ; and every  trade  un ion­
is t and every  lib e ra l, every  be­
lie ve r in  free  speech and free  
assem bly, m us t m ake i t  his du­
ty  to com bat the tendency to 
reso rt to H it le r ite  tac tics , 
w herever and w henever the 
tendency shows itse lf, and un­
der w ha tever nam e.

“ I t  is to be hoped th a t St. 
Lou is w il l  no t be d isgraced by 
a repe tition  o f the d isp lay  of 
mob in sa n ity  w h ich  recen tly  
p u t San Antonio on the fro n t 
pages o f the newspapers. We 
m ake pub lic  the in fo rm a tio n  we 
have rece ived w ith  th is  in  
m in d .”

ler and Poland are quarrelling over Danzig and East Prus­
sia? When Czechoslovakia was cut up into pieces, it was 
fascist Germany, Hungary, and this same Poland that d i­
vided it. Now Germany and Poland begin fighting over one 
bone. Brita in and France know that this is only the begin­
ning o f a struggle fo r world wide power. So they come in 
at once. But tell me, Franklin Roosvelt, and James Ford, 
why must I, a Negro, follow you into that?”

The Biggest Lie of A ll
Then w ill come the last argument. “ I t  is not a question 

o f Germany and Poland and Danzig. But freedom, civiliza­
tion and liberty are in danger against fascist aggression, 
and the people o f Britain, France, America, Belgium and 
the Soviet Union must unite to fight against aggression.”  
But o f all the big lies that are being told to push the people 
into war, this one about the war fo r civilization is the big- 
gest.

There are today over 150 m illion Negroes in the world. 
There are fifteen m illion in America. They are the lowest 
paid, most humiliated, most despised people in the country, 
and in the South where four-fifths o f them live they are 
treated like the Jews in Germany. We know how this great 
democracy terrorizes Negroes in the South and how’ it dis­
criminates against them in the North.

SWP in Big Push on All 
Anti-War Drive Fronts

When Roosevelt and other so-called lovers o f democracy 
protested to H itle r against his treatment of the Jews, H it ­
ler laughed scornfully and replied, “ Look at how you treat 
the Negroes. I  learned how’ to persecute Jews by studying 
the manner in which you Americans persecute Negroes.”  
Roosevelt has no answer to that. Yet he w ill call upon 
Negroes to go to war against H itler.

The "Democratic" Rule in A frica
W ar in defense o f democracy and civilization ? But it is 

when w’e look at A frica  that we see how shameless is the 
lie that Belgium, France and America w ill fight any war for 
liberty and civilization. For it is in A frica  that Negroes 
have for years suffered and still suffer today the vilest 
fascist tortures. And at the hands of w’hom? Not H itle r 
and German imperialism. Germany hasn’t an inch o f land 
in A frica. That is one o f the things this war is about. Who 
is to have Africa? H itle r wants some of A frica, but up to 
now at any rate he has none. Japan has not an inch in 
A frica  and today is much too busy trying to steal half o f 
China. Mussolini controls a certain number o f Africans. 
Who is it, then, that has taken A frica  from the Africans? 
W ho else but Great Brita in w ith  sixty m illion African 
slaves, and France writh another forty  millions, and “ demo­
cratic”  little  Belgium, little  in Europe, but w ith a large 
piece o f A frica  and twelve m illion Negroes under her 
control.

( Continued in  N ext Issue)

(Continued fro m  Face 1)
in  a re : Toledo, H a rtfo rd , C al­
ais, M e., and Rochester. In  ad­
d ition , San F ranc isco , Youngs­
tow n, W ashington, D . C., and 
Akron have pu lled  them selves 
ou t o f the $00.00 class and have 
shipped in  th e ir  f i r s t  in s ta l­
ments on th e ir  quotas.

The New Y o rk  series o f 
neighborhood mass m eetings 
covering  the whole c ity  were 
held on Thursday and F r id a y , 
Septem ber 7-8, w ith  u n ifo rm  
success. As scheduled, ra llie s  
were held by the Needle T rades 
branch, in  the B ro n x , A s to ria , 
B row nsv ille , Downtown M an­
ha ttan  and the Low er E as t 
Side. The audiences inc luded  a 
la rge  num ber o f young m en of 
d ra ft  age and m any S ta lin is ts ; 
the questions and liv e ly  discus­
sion w h ich  fo llow ed the m a in  
speeches were s u ff ic ie n tly  in ­
d ica tive  o f the an ti-w a r tem per 
o f the w orke rs , m any o f whom  
had never before come to lis ten  
to us.

The preced ing  d a y ,-o n  Wed­
nesday, a New Y o rk  P a r ty  
m em bersh ip  m eeting  was held 
a t I r v in g  P laza w ith  an a lm ost 
capac ity  attendance o f the 
m em bersh ip . Com rade Cannon,

N a tiona l S ecre ta ry  o f the P a r­
ty , reported  on some o f the 
prob lem s ra ised in  the present 
w a r c ris is  and on the tasks of 
the P a rty .

Some o f the P a rty  ra llie s  
w hich have been held, accord­
ing  to our la tes t reports , are as 
fo llow s.

O ther C ities
Los Angeles . . . mass m eet­

ing  in  Em bassy H a ll on the 
S ta lin -H itle r deal and the w a r 
c ris is , A ugust 30. As was tru e  
o f the o ther m eetings, num bers 
of w orkers in  the h a ll asked to 
be in fo rm ed  o f o ther a c tiv itie s  
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty .

St. Lou is . . . Indoor m eetings 
on A ugust 29, w ith  a la rg e r ra l­
ly  planned fo r  Septem ber 8.

St. P au l . . . The S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  b ranch in  th is  
c ity  has in troduced  the innova­
tion  of ho ld ing  s tre e t m eetings, 
such m eetings no t hav ing  been 
organized by any p a rty  in  St. 
P au l fo r  years.

P h ilade lph ia  . . . F e lix  M o r­
row on Septem ber 8.

R ochester . . . pub lic  m eeting 
on the w a r w ith  H a l D ra p e r as 
speaker, Septem ber 3.

W orcester . . . h ig h ly  success­
fu l m eeting  on the  w a r and the

Stop Fascism 
In America!

W ill Father Coughlin Become 
Dictator of the United States?

-------------------------------- By JO SEPH H A N S E N ____________________

(E L E V E N T H  IN S T A L L M E N T )

Norman Thomas, an American adherent of the Second 
International, even went so far as to send an appealing 
letter directly to the Radio Priest— Norman rested elbows 
devoutly on a pulpit himself— asking i f  the Radio Priest 
wouldn’t please remind his followers to desist immediately 
from further violence and disturbance.

The entire strategy o f these self-anointed representa­
tives o f the working class can be summarized: “ Help dem­
ocratic capitalism stop Fascism!”

The situation which existed in Germany and Ita ly  is be­
ing repeated and is reaching a dangerous stage in the 
United States— and that leads sharply to the question: 
How stop Fascism in  America?

There is only one real answer: Socialism. A  planned 
socialist economy. The working people must take the na­
tional industries and resources away from the Morgans, 
the Rockefellers, the Fords, DuPonts, Mellons, Girdlers— 
the S ixty Families— who now operate the mines and fac­
tories and railroads only i f  and when it  pays them a profit.

The working people must end P R IV A T E  PR O PER TY 
in the means o f production and operate America’s huge 
industries fo r the benefit o f the toiling masses. This would 
mean, contrary to the lies o f the Radio Priest, an unprece­
dented flow o f consumers’ goods for the private enjoyment 
o f every individual in the nation.

America’s capacity to produce is unlimited.
Even today, without increasing efficiency one iota or 

even bringing the present factories up to fu ll producing 
capacity, it is possible to guarantee every man a job at not 
less than $2,500 a year.

What could be done with all the unemployed holding 
down jobs and all the workers exercizing their ingenuity 
and enthusiasm to produce the greatest possible quantity o f 
the good things o f life  for themselves— not even the bold- 
est minds have foreshadowed the coming possibilities! 

Socialism is feasible righ t today in  the United States! 
But Big Business in America is not different from Big 

Business in Ita ly or Germany.
I t  too w ill fight like a blinded python.
Already the fascist gangsters are form ing nuclei over 

the entire country.
I t  is necessary to take energetic steps and to take them 

immediately. I t  is not only a question o f establishing social­
ism. I t  is an immediate question o f life  or death.

There is only one way to meet the menace of fascism in 
America, and that is by organizing T R A D E  U N IO N  
D E FE N S E  G UARDS right now.

Every trade union local in the country must begin organ­
izing its Defense Guard right now.

No more time can be wasted.
Study the program o f Mussolini and the program of 

H itle r and then study the program of their American dis­
ciple.

Remember the terror and violence that desolated Ita ly 
and Germany.

And then take action F IR ST.
Don’ t wait fo r  the concentration camps.
B U IL D  T R A D E  U N IO N  D E FE N S E  GUARDS.
The fact that Father Coughlin spent his entire discourse 

on July 9, 1939, attacking the very idea o f organizing 
Trade Union Defense Guards sounds a most grim and 
ominous warning as to his program and his intentions and 
his knowledge o f the only force which can stop him.

On Sunday, July 30, 1939, in a discourse entitled “ The 
Call to Action,”  the Radio Priest hurled down the gauntlet 
to the labor movement in the United States:

“ I t  is a death s trugg le . . . You are e ithe r w ith  m e or 
aga inst m e. . . You w il l  see such a defense m echanism  
as the w o rld  has never seen. (A  defense m echanism  like  
th a t in  I ta ly  and G erm any.) Do you know  th a t un its  o f 
the ‘C h ris tian  F ro n t’ a re  fo rm in g  in  N ew  Y o rk  and else­
w here in  the coun try?  . . . The ‘C h ris tian  F ro n t’ is  no t a 
debating  socie ty, i t  is an AC TIO N  society. . . We w il l  
f ig h t you in  F ra n co ’s w a y !'”

The Socialist Workers Party, affiliated with the Fourth 
International, has dedicated itself to stopping fascism from 
ever gaining power in America.

But let there be no illusions— the fascist beast cannot be 
stopped w ith postcards!

IT  IS  A  D E A T H  STRUGGLE.
I t  is a death struggle that w ill require the whole heart 

and mind o f labor, all its devotion, all its self-sacrifice, 
every last ounce o f its fighting strength.

The Socialist Workers Party appeals to every m ilitant 
worker to throw himself into this titanic struggle.

Every working man who is seriously concerned about 
protecting himself, his fam ily and his union from fascism 
in the United States must become a CRU SADER  for 
T R A D E  U N IO N  D E FE N S E  GUARDS.

Every person who has the courage and the daring to 
dedicate his life  to the greatest o f all ideals— the emancipctr- 
tion o f mankind— must come forward and take his place 
in the ranks o f the Socialist Workers Party.

(T H E  E N D )

S ta linaz i pact, Septem ber 2. reason is : on account o f the  w a r 
M inneapo lis  . . . Several hun- c r is is ! 

d ie d  people heard M a x  Shacht- Youngstow n . . . A no ther suc- 
man in  the spacious h a ll o f the cessful stop in  the speaking
S.W .P. headquarte rs on M a r- to u r o f B . J . W id ick , na tiona l 
quette S treet, on Septem ber I .  la b o r secre ta ry  o f the P a rty , 
. . . We are also in fo rm e d  th a t was made here on Septem ber 
rad io  s ta tion  K STP , w h ich  had 5. w ith  a ca pac ity  audience and 
scheduled a fo ru m  on “ L e t the m any contacts m ade.
People Vote on W a r”  w ith  an A ll branches are urged to 
S.W .P. representa tive  and State send in announcements of a ll 
C om m ander B rig g s  o f the meetings and ra llies  which are  
A m erican  Leg ion  as opposing scheduled, and reports of a ll 
speaker, has ca lled  i t  off. The outdoor and indoor m eetings.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
2. Open the id le  fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F ede ra l pub lic  w orks 

and housing p rog ram .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 

39-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  F a m ilie s .
7. A l l  w a r funds to the unem ployed.
8. A  people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars .

9. No secret d ip lom acy.
10. An independent Labo r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards against v ig ila n te  

and F asc is t a ttacks.
12. F u ll  socia l, p o lit ic a l and economic equa lity  

fo r  the Negro people.

Food Profiteering
The war has been going on barely a week, but 

the nation is already in the grip o f a major 
price rise, the inevitable accompaniment of mod­
ern war.

In  New Y ork City, prices o f meat, sugar, 
lard, flour and other staple foodstuffs have gone 
up from 10% to 25%. Housewives, remember­
ing the last war, are beginning to stock up on 
sugar. (This, by the way, is an interesting index 
o f just how much faith the masses are putting 
in the New Deal’s promises to keep the country 

out o f war.)
The current rise in food prices reflects the 

soaring prices on the commodity exchanges. 
Commodity prices have reached their official 
maximum lim its in the first few hours o f daily 
trading. On a single day in the Chicago exchange 
more than 100,000,000 bushels o f wheat, corn, 
oats, rye, and barley futures changed hands— a 
two year record which resulted in the most v io ­
lent price changes since the middle of 1933. The 
big chain stores and independent retailers are 
taking advantage o f this large scale speculation 
to soak the consumers.

Mayor LaGuardia, after receiving over 500 
complaints from housewives, is going through 
the usual motions o f appealing and warning 
against high prices and hoarding. Secretary of 
Agriculture Wallace, making a pious gesture, 
has turned complaints about food profiteering 
over to the Department of Justice for “ investiga­
tion.”  A t the same time, however, he indicated 
“ that for the time being the Administration was 
not displeased by price increases”  (New Y ork 
Times, Sept. 6 ).

But, the workers, the consumers are dis­
pleased at the increased cost o f living. More fear 
continued increases in food prices and an exten­
sion o f price raising to all the necessities o f life.

What can be done?
In  the first place, it  must be recognized that 

neither the federal nor local governments w ill 
voluntarily take any serious steps to curb the 
speculators, the big chain stores and the inde­
pendent retailers.

Second, the trade union organizations, C.I.O. 
and A .F .L., the farmers’ organizations and gen­
uine consumers’ cooperatives of the country must 
set up a jo in t committee for curbing the specula­
tors, and controlling prices.

Third , local committees which include the 
neighborhood housewives must be set up to work 
for the control o f prices.

Fourth, the trade unions must immediately 
consider ways and means o f including in all their 
contracts a provision for an automatic increase 
o f wages proportionate to the increased cost of 
living.

In  other words, consumers must be united in 
the fight against increased prices. I t  is up to the 
trade unions to take the lead in this struggle. 
Above all, the trade unions must guarantee the 
real wage standards o f their members by insist­
ing on a rising scale of wages which would keep 
pace w ith rising prices.

In the Streets
“ A yearning to keep out o f the European war 

was probably the most common reaction among 
New Yorkers, second only to their realization 
that we might not,”  according to New Y ork 
Times reporters who circulated among crowds

at Times Square as war news first started to flash 
from the Times Building Monday.

“ M y boy— what is going to happen to him 
now?”  they quoted “ a father, apparently Italian 
or French”  as musing. “ And a block away,”  the 
reporters noted, “ Mike, Italian-American boot- 
black was saying, ‘For what? I  went over be­
fore. For what I  went over? Man can’t get a 
job, have to shine shoes in a street. . . .”

Franklin ( I  'Hate W ar) Roosevelt opposes a 
popular referendum on war because he dreads 
just such sentiment, expressed on a national 
scale. The people o f this country do not want 
war !

Internal Passports
United States Senator W. Warren Barbour o f 

New Jersey, addressing the American Legion 
state convention there, spoke fo r requiring all 
citizens to carry identification cards. He is go­
ing to introduce a bill for that purpose in the 
Senate.

No barbaric repression w'aged by Czarist Rus­
sia excited more horror in the civilized world 
than the Czarist system of internal passports. 
I t  w'as the subject o f many a homily in the par­
liaments o f the Western nations. Yet a United 
States senator is now proposing to introduce 
that system here. We cite this as but one of 
the many steps— and many o f them w ill be en­
acted into law here, as many o f them have al­
ready become law in the European “ democra­
cies” — which demonstrates that this war is not 
a war for democracy but a war to end 
democracy.

He Ought to Know
“ Lying W ar Rumors”  is the title  o f an inter­

esting piece by General Hugh S. Johnson, ex- 
N R A  chief and— even more to the point, Ber­
nard Baruch’s right-hand man in running the 
W ar Industries Board in the last war. 'He ought 
to know what he’s talking about when it  comes 
to war lies! He says, in part (N . Y . W orld- 
Telegram, September 6) :

“ T ruth  is the first casualty o f any war. We 
should keep that axiom pasted on our hatbands. 
O f one thing we may be certain. . . . Unless a 
fact is so big and conspicuous that it  could no 
more be hidden or camouflaged than a bull in  a 
china shop, we w ill get it  only in such form  as 
the various nations think w ill fool us in their 
favor. . . .

“ We don’t know exactly what happened to the 
Athenia, but remembering the Lusitania, it  seems 
incredible that the German Adm iralty would sink 
such a ship unless it  has gone stark, raving 
mad. . . .

“ W hy would German bombers fly around 
Warsaw and seek out and devote their attention, 
a valuable bomb cargo and risk o f their lives, 
to blow up the country castle o f Tony Biddle? 
Does H itle r want to force us to enter the war? 
Not unless he is crazy. Is he gunning for Tony? 
Absurd. I have no doubt that bombs were 
dropped on Biddle’s villa, but I want to 
hear. . . .”

Then and Now
International Youth Day, founded in the 

midst of the war on September 6, 1914 as a day 
o f struggle against imperialist war and its “ so 
cialist”  apologists, was celebrated by the Komso­
mol (Young Communist League) in Moscow 
this year w ith slogans which when compared 
with those issued last year show how the Y.C.L., 
like all the Comintern organizations the world 
over, is a mere tool o f Stalin’s foreign policy.

A  summary o f the differences in the slogans 
was wirelessed to the New Y ork Times, Sept. 5, 
by its Moscow o ffice:

“ For instance, the word ‘ fascism’ is absolutely 
eliminated from today’s battle cries as a denun­
ciation o f the universal enemy. Last year a call 
for resistance to fascism was the characteristic 
note o f seven o f the slogans.

“ Today’s first slogan runs: ‘Long live the 
twenty-fifth International Youth Day— the day 
of struggle o f the toiling youth o f the world 
against the incendiaries and provocators o f war’ ; 
and Premier V. M. M olotoff’s phrase o f last 
week, ‘For peace, fo r socialism.’ Last year the 
struggle was defined as ‘Against imperialist war 
and fascism.’

“ Where a year ago the fourth slogan was, 
‘For the united front against fascism— deadly 
enemy o f our youth,’ the corresponding one this 
year merely sends ‘Greetings to the revolutionary 
youth o f capitalist countries.’

“ Slogan No. 7, which last year conveyed ‘Bol­
shevist greetings to the revolutionary proletariat 
of Germany, to the heroic Communist party o f 
Germany. Long live Comrade Thaelmann!’ runs 
this year, ‘Long live the wise foreign policy o f 
the Soviet Union, guided by Comrade Stalin’s 
instructions, ‘Do not let the country be drawn 
into a conflict by war provocators who want us 
to pull their chestnuts out o f the fire.’

“ The final international slogan o f last year, 
‘Long live the glorious pilot o f the Comintern, 
the fearless fighter against fascism, Comrade 
D im itro ff,”  is gone and left no trace behind.”

W hat Life in U. S. W ill Be Like 
W hen It Enters War—a Preview

More Light on the Life in Store for the American Worker 
When M-Day, Now a Plan Carefully Designed by the Generals, 
Becomes a Horrid Reality for all the Youth of the Nation

By H A L  D R A P E R
I f  A m e rica  goes to w a r . . . 

w ha t w il l  A m e rica  be like?
M ore l ig h t on the w a r d ic ta ­

to rsh ip  w h ich  is planned fo r 
th is  coun try  on M -D ay has been 
shed by t w o  au th o rita tive  
sources in  recen t weeks—the 
A m erican  Leg ion  and General 
H ugh Johnson.

“ There is a group o f m en in  
W ashington today th a t spends 
a ll its  tim e  th in k in g  in  te rm s  of 
M -D a y ,”  says an a rt ic le  in  the 
A m erican  Leg ion  M on th ly  fo r  
A ugust 1939. “ I f  the U n ited  
Slates were to go to w a r tom or­
row  they w ould  be ready. T uck­
ed aw ay in  the file s  of the W ar 
D epa rtm ent they  have an a l­
ready w rit te n  law  w ith  w hich 
they could conscrip t ten m illio n  
men. They have file s  o f posters 
to help se ll the w a r they con­
s ta n tly  th in k  o f, and thorough ly  
deta iled  in fo rm a tio n  on the 
rad io -lis ten ing  hab its  of people 
in  a ll sections o f the coun try . 
T h e ir file s  conta in  sam ple news 
and fea tu re  stories to be pum p­
ed in to  newspapers. . . .

“ They have sam ple re g is tra ­
tion  cards fo r the d ra ft  in  every  
state cap ito l—ready to go to the 
p r in te r on a m om en t’s notice 
and be ground ou t in  m illio n  
lots. They have maps o f loca­
tions of the 6400 boards re ­
qu ired  to d ra ft  m en in to  the 
service, and lis ts  o f personnel 
to m an them . . . . P lans are 
com plete even to the num ber of 
square fee t o f flo o r space re ­
qu ired  by va rious agencies.”

W hile Roosevelt says he “ be­
lieves”  th is  coun try  can keep 
out of w a r, the d ra ft  cards are 
a lready on f ile  in  h is executive 
o ffices!
W AR P R E P A R A TIO N S  
B E H IN D  OUR BACKS

“ Perhaps i t  w ould  be annoy­
ing  to H enry  P u tty  (the cyn ica l 
Leg ionna ire  au tho rs ’ nam e fo r 
the average m an—E d .) i f  he 
knew how com ple te ly  h is life  
has been planned fo r  h im . B u t 
o f course he doesn’t  know .”

No, R oosevelt’s w a r p repa ra ­
tions are ta k in g  place behind 
the backs o f the people. O nly 
the “ p ro p e r”  people are pe r­
m itte d  to know w hat the A m e r­
ican w orkers are in  fo r. Hugh 
Johnson, fo r  instance.

“ I  have seen the la te s t m o­
b iliza tio n  p la n ,”  w rite s  G eneral 
Johnson in  h is syndicated col­
um n in  the New Y o rk  W orld- 
T e legram  fo r  A ugust 31. “ I ts  
de ta ils  are  n a tu ra lly  confiden­
tia l,  b u t i t  be trays no con fi­
dence to say th a t in  both fo rm  
and de ta il i t  is  one o f the best

and m ost com pact and com ­
plete docum ents o f its  k ind  th a t 
I  have ever read. . . .

“ I f  a new  w o rld  w a r should 
come to us our in d u s tr ia l m ob­
iliza tio n  could become the m ost 
im p o rta n t in fluence on our 
d a ily  liv in g . I t  could be ju s t 
about as im p o rta n t as the Con­
s titu tio n  and law s o f the U n ited  
States. We can ’t  avo id  an eco­
nom ic d ic ta to rsh ip  i f  we get 
m ixed  up in  m odern  w a r .”

So Johnson has seen the 
la test vers ion  of the b lu e -p rin t 
fo r  d ic ta to rsh ip . W hy doesn’t  
the governm ent pub lish i t  fo r  
the bene fit o f the people w ith  
whose lives  i t  deals? Is n ’t  i t  
c lea r th a t Roosevelt is  a fra id  
th a t i f  the w orkers  knew w ha t 
they were in  fo r  when A m erica  
goes to w a r, they w ou ldn ’t  fa l l  
so re a d ily  fo r  the propaganda 
w h ich  is and w il l  be shoveled 
in to  them ?
W AR P R O PAG AN D A 
M A C H IN E  IS  R E A D Y

The fa c t th a t a propaganda 
m ach ine ry  r iv a ll in g  th a t of 
Goebbels’ in  G erm any is  p a rt 
of the w a r-m ob iliza tion  set-up 
is v e rifie d  by the A ugust 1939 
A m erican  Legion M on th ly .

“ The 300-odd m en in  the pe r­
m anent and ever-en la rg ing  se­
lective  serv ice  organ iza tion  are 
not b lind  to the fa c t th a t there 
is a m ore w idespread and a r­
ticu la te  an ti - w a r philosophy 
abroad in  the land today than 
there was in  1917. They are 
aw are th a t m any people have 
read and heard a g rea t deal of 
p a c ifis t propaganda: th a t w a r 
has been depicted as a n e fa r i­
ous en te rp rise ; th a t the re  is 
such a th ing  as the O xfo rd  Oath 
and o ther solemn com m itm en ts  
aga inst bearing  arm s. M oreov­
e r, there  are thousands and 
thousands o f others who . . . 
don ’t  w an t to live  in  tents, w ear 
uncom fortab le  un ifo rm s o r be 
shot a t by to ta l s tra n g e rs .”

“ I t  is  needless,”  they con­
tinue, “ to cata log  the m u ltip le  
devices by w h ich  a re lu c ta n t c i­
tizen can be ‘educated’ to  the 
po in t o f m ak ing  h im  acquies­
cent to the demands o f m ili ta ry  
serv ice . . . . Take aw ay Goeb­
bels and you w ou ldn ’t  have H it ­
le r. P roscribe  the rad io  and 
F a th e r Coughlin w ould be ju s t 
another pa rish  p ries t. . . .  A  
m an w il l  have to be a s te rn  and 
rugged in d iv id u a lis t, indeed, to 
res is t the h igh-pressured ap­
peals o f M -D ay.

“ The posters a lready  draw n 
ind ica te  th a t the p u b lic ity  d iv i­
sion recognizes a h igher leve l of 
na tiona l in te lligence  than  th a t

w h ich  existed in  1917. Today 
m ost people w ould refuse to be­
lieve  in  babies skewered on 
bayonets, in  breasts am putated 
in the s p ir it  of.vengeance, o r in  
wom en c ru c ifie d  on h a s tily  de­
vised crosses. The posters 
draw n fo r  the nex t w a r suggest 
an appeal to reason o f the type 
used in  the best in s titu tio n a l ad­
ve rtis ing . Newspaper fea tu re  
stories, how ever, have a fa m il­
ia r  em otiona l r in g . One w il l  
serve to illu s tra te . I t  begins: ‘I  
d id n ’t  go la s t tim e  and I ’ve 
hung m y head ever since. . . .”  
YO U TH  W IL L  P R O V ID E  
MOST C ANNO N FO D D E R

O f the u tm ost im portance  es­
pec ia lly  fo r  A m erican  youth 
are the “ y ie ld ”  figu res  w h ich  
are published in  the Leg ion  a r­
tic le —th a t is, the crop o f can­
non fodder th a t can be expect­
ed. In  the fo llo w in g  tab le  the 
age span fo r the d ra ft  is  d iv ided  
in to  th ree  ca tegories: 18 to 21, 
21 to 30, and 30 to 45. The sec­
ond co lum n gives the present 
p o p u l a t i o n  fa ll in g  between 
these age lim its , and the th ird  
co lum n gives the num ber th a t 
could be ca lled  fo r im m ed ia te  
service.
Age Popu la tion  To Be Called
18-21 3,000,000 2,000,000
21-30 12,000,000 3,000,000
30-45 13,000,000 2,000,000

Two out o f every th ree  boys
between 18 and 21 to be ca lled  
to the fro n t! Reason? “ They 
are hea lthy, have few er respon­
s ib ilit ie s , and are less va luable  
to in d u s try  than o lder, be tte r- 
tra in e d  m e n .”

“ In  the aggregate ,”  conclude 
the Legionna ires, “ the m ach in ­
e ry  a lready  set up is  geared to 
produce 330,000 m en eve ry  30 
days; o r 4,000,000 every  12 
m on ths .”

Both Johnson and the A m e r­
ican Legion M o n th ly  c a re fu lly  
re fra in  fro m  m ention ing  th a t 
the m ost im p o rta n t section of 
the w a r m ob iliza tion  p lan  deals 
w ith  the suppression o f labor, 
con tro l o f trade  unions and 
b reak ing  o f s tr ikes . The to ta li­
ta r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  th a t is p la n ­
ned is a d ic ta to rsh ip  ove r the 
w o rk in g  class, d irec ted  by the 
representatives o f A m e ric a ’s 
S ix ty  F a m ilie s  lik e  those who 
have a lready  been appointed to 
the W ar Resources B oard .

I t  is  being planned behind 
our backs. And w ith  good rea ­
son. F o r I f  the A m e rica n  peo­
ple knew  w ha t was in  store  fo r 
them , the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  and 
th e ir  tool, the governm ent, 
w ould never succeed in  c a rry ­
ing  ou t those plans.

There Is a Division of Labor 
Among the Many War Mongers

I f  a ll the w ar-m ongers in  
A m erica  came ou t f la t ly  fo r 
A m e ric a ’s im m ed ia te  en try  in ­
to the w ar, the issue w ould  be 
c le a rly  d raw n and the genuine 
an ti-w a r forces w ould c ry s ta l­
lize and consolidate in  d ire c t 
c o n flic t w ith  the w ar-m ongers. 
P rec ise ly  fo r  th is  reason, the 
w ar-m ongers do no t a ll come 
ou t fo r w a r. The be tte r to  break 
down the resistance to w a r, the 
w ar-m ongers d iv ide  among 
them selves various tasks. Some 
o f them  ca ll fo r w a r; others 
c a ll fo r  “ peacefu l”  a id  to the 
“ dem ocracies” ; others c a ll fo r  
rem ova l o f the em bargo p ro ­
visions in  the nam e o f " re a l 
n e u tra lity ” ; s t i l l  o thers express 
them selves as genuinely neu tra l 
in  o rde r to be able a ll the bet­
te r  to m orrow  to how l fo r the 
w a r (F a the r Coughlin is p lay­
ing  th is  la tte r  ro le  w ith  p a rt ic ­
u la r s k ill) .

E xam p le— “ The N a tio n ”
An exam ple o f a num ber of 

phases o f th is  d iv is ion  o f labor 
w ith in  the. pages o f one jo u rn a l 
is the Septem ber 9 issue o f The 
N ation , “ l ib e ra l”  w eekly. In  a 
signed a rtic le  its  ed ito r and 
pub lisher, F reda  K irch w e y , 
ca lls  fo r  w a r, fo r  the “ W estern 
na tions”  to “ f ig h t fo r  th e ir  ex­
is tence .”  An unsigned e d ito ria l, 
p resum ably  representing  the 
co llec tive  position o f the ed it­
ors, en titled  “ M easures ‘Short 
of W a r’ ” , be little s  the em bargo 
provis ions of the N e u tra lity  A c t 
and assures us th a t “ i t  is  ab­
surd to pretend th a t the pas­
sage o f th is  b i l l  (to rem ove the 
em bargo provis ions) would 
b rin g  us any nea re r to w a r”  
and, in  fa c t, declares th a t “ A c­
tu a lly  the issue o f ou r p a r t ic i­
pa tion  or non -pa rtic ipa tion  is 
no t lik e ly  to  be m uch affected 
one w ay o r another by the e x is t­
in g  n e u tra lity  la w  o r any other 
act possible o f passage.”  The 
co llec tive  ed ito rs, in  other 

words, p la y  the “ peaceful a id ”

racke t, even going to the po in t 
o f saying  th a t no t even “ an eco­
nom ic stake in an A llie d  v ic ­
to ry ”  w ould be decisive.

O n ly fe a r of a G erm an v ic ­
to ry , say these students o f the 
cause o f w ar, w il l  be “ the basic 
cause”  o f A m erican  en try .

In  its  “ new s”  sum m ary , w ith ­
ou t so m uch as a b lin k  of an 
eyelash. The N ation  accepts the 
B r itis h  Propaganda O ffice  v e r­
sion of the A thenia  s ink ing , on 
the ground th a t “ the w o rld  puts 
m ore fa ith  in  the w ord  o f a 
B r it is h  seaman than in  th a t of 
the g rea t lib e ra to r o f poison 
gas.” —as i f  they had ta lked  to 
a B r itis h  seaman about i t ! — 
speaks w a rm ly  o f W inston 
C h u rc h ill’s “ qua litie s  o f im a g ­
ina tion  w hich should prove 
m ost va lu a b le ”  (they proved 
so when he waged an undec la r­
ed w a r aga inst the Len in  gov­
e rnm ent w h ile  sw earing  to the 
B r it is h  w orkers  th a t he 
w asn’t ) ; in fo rm s us th a t re ­
spons ib ility  fo r  the a tta ck  on 
W PA “ rests d ire c tly  w ith  the 
‘economy b loc ’ in  Congress”  
(de libe ra te ly  igno ring  Roose­
v e lt ’s A p r il 27 re lie f budget 
message fix in g  the sum  fo r 
W P A . his in it ia t iv e  in  ending 
the p re va ilin g  wage, h is out>- 
la w ry  o f the s tr ike , etc., e tc .).

Louis F ische r Deserts
The same issue ca rr ie s  an a r­

tic le  by Louis F ischer, w ith  
whom  the N ation  ed ito rs con­
nived (he was its  Moscow and 
Spain correspondent) in  defend­
ing  the Moscow tr ia ls  and the 
S ta lin is t assassinations o f re v ­
o lu tion is ts  in  Spain. Now, w ith ­
out a w ord  o f exp lana tion  in  
th is  paper in  w h ich  he re g u la rly  
w rites , F isch e r bolts his M os­
cow paym aste r — perhaps i t  
w ould be m ore  accurate  to  say 
th a t F ische r got f ire d  w ith  L it-  
v in o ff—fo r  a job  as an A llie d  
propagandist. H is  a rt ic le  was 
rad ioed fro m  P a ris  on Septem­
ber 4. The N a tion  does not even

rise  to the H ears t press leve l 
of m o ra lity  — even the la tte r  
p rin ted  the w a rn ing  th a t a ll 
fo re ign  dispatches are censor­
ed; The N ation  does not.

Louis F isch e r’s fo rm a l an­
nouncem ent of changing em ­
p loyers appeared in  The New 
R epublic issue o f Septem ber 13. 
“ I  f in d  the Russo-Germ an non­
aggression pact to ta lly  indefen­
s ib le ,”  he says:

“ A ll discussions o f th is  s ta r­
tlin g  agreem ent m ust begin 
w ith  one ind ispu tab le  p rem ise : 
Moscow knew th a t the B r itis h  
and F rench  governm ents had 
dropped th e ir  po licy  o f appease­
m ent. A h igh Soviet o ff ic ia l in  
w estern Europe said to me 
three days before the announce­
m ent of R ibben trop ’s f l ig h t to 
M oscow; ‘There w il l  be no sec­
ond M u n ich .’ The K re m lin  had 
rece ived reports  to th is  e ffect, 
V o rosh ilov ’s ta lks  w ith  the 
F rench  and B r it is h  m ili ta ry  ex­
perts con firm ed  i t  and the 
whole h is to ry  o f the la s t s ix  
months made i t  abundantly  
c lea r to the B o lshev iks .”  Note 
th a t la s t w ord—F ische r in  re ­
cent years has never used i t ;  
Russia has been one o f the 
“ g rea t dem ocracies.”  He re ­
vives the te rm  now as an A llie d  
propagandist.

F ische r ca lls  the N azi pact 
“ devas ta ting ”  in  its  “ m o ra l e f­
fe c t” , “ unpardonab le”  and 
ends: “ m o ra lly  i t  w il l  haun t 
us .”  B u t a p o lit ic a l exp lanation  
o f M oscow ’s tu rn  he does not 
p rovide . Its  re la tion  to the Mos­
cow tr ia ls  and purges in  w h icn  
tens o f thousands were k ille d  as 
H it le r ’s agents? Its  re la tio n  to 
S ta lin is t destruction  o f the 
Spanish revo lu tion? In  a w ord, 
its  re la tion  to a ll the in fin ite  
c rim es  o f Moscow th a t Lou is 
F ische r defended and condon­
ed? N ot a w ord about th is  fro m  
F ische r. Instead th is  u tte r 
scoundrel covers up eve ry th ing  
w ith  his m o ra l Ind ignation .

From England —

A Revolutionary 
Manifesto Against 
Im perialist W ar

On the eve o f the ou tb reak  of the Second W orld 
W ar, the M ili ta n t La b o r League, a le ft-w in g  group 
w ith in  the Labo r P a rty , issued the re vo lu tiona ry  
ca ll w h ich  we p r in t  below. W hile  the La b o r P a rty  
o ffic ia ld o m  slobbered a ll over its e lf to  assure the 
governm ent o f its  f id e lity , and, m ore, shouted loud­
est fo r  w a r, the voice o f th is  sm a ll group ra n g  out 
w ith  hearten ing  m ilita n c y . The tre a ch e ry  o f his 
M a je s ty ’s L o ya l O pposition, d id  no t s ilence the 
voice of revo lu tion . The M ili ta n t  Labo r League w ill 
no doubt continue to fin d  m eans fo r  its  re vo lu tio n ­
a ry  ag ita tion  despite the w a r-tim e  d ic ta to rsh ip .

*  *  *

Manifesto of the 
M ilita n t Labour League

A fte r n e a rly  a year o f un re lieved  tension the 
w o rld  is aga in  on the b r in k  o f w a r. The energies 
and resources o f a ll nations have been devoted to 
the p ilin g  up o f im m ense a rm am ents  and the re g i­
m enta tion  o f whole peoples fo r  s laughte r.

W O R KER S! W hat w ould you get ou t o f w a r?  In  
1914 they prom ised you

A land f i t  fo r heroes to live  in .
An end to m ilita r is m  and autocracy.
T ha t i t  was a w a r to end w a r, to  safeguard 

sm a ll nations and m ake the w o rld  sate ter 
dem ocracy.

And they gave you
Mass unem ploym ent and wage cuts.
Fascism  and d ic ta to rsh ip  tr iu m p h a n t in  two- 

th ird s  o f Europe.
Sm all nations abandoned to th e ir  fa te  and your 

dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  a ttacked  on a ll sides.
Who gained fro m  the  la s t w ar?  The B ritis h , 

F rench , and A m e rica n  bosses. They got im m ense 
new tra c ts  o f te r r ito ry  whose resources and in ­
hab itan ts  they could e xp lo it—they reaped im m ense 
p ro fits  o u t o f you r blood and su ffe ring .

The bosses are s t i l l  in  co n tro l; they m ake the 
same ly in g  prom ises. Do no t be deceived.

Th is  w il l  not be a w a r fo r  dem ocracy. Democ­
ra cy  does not e x is t fo r  tw o -th irds  o f the In­
hab itan ts  o f the B r it is h  and F rench  Empires.
A few  m onths o f w a r w ou ld  see the disap­
pearance o f the rem a in ing  dem ocra tic  rights 
and free  o rgan isa tions o f the  workers. The 
E m ergency Powers A c t is an earnest ter the 
fu tu re .

Th is  w i l l  not be a w a r fo r peace against ag­
gression. B r ita in  and F rance , Germany and 
Ita ly  are  a ll greedy, aggressive imperialisms 
fig h tin g  fo r  a re -d iv is ion  o f the colonial plun­
der.

Another w a r w il l  m ean:
D eath and su ffe rin g  to m illio n s  o f to lle rs .
W ealth and fo rtunes to  the sm a ll boss elas6 

w h ich  con tro ls  the means o f p roduction .

STOP THE W A R !
The leaders o f the La b o r P a rty  and T rade  Unions 

urge you to support the class enem y in  th e ir  c rim e  
aga inst hu m a n ity . C lear ou t the tra ito rs !

The C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l, under the  w h ip  
o f the S ta lin  gang has dem ora lised the  re vo lu tion ­
a ry  w orke rs  o f the w o rld . Now to  save the m ise r­
able an ti-w o rk ing  class S ta lin is t reg im e in  Moscow 
they c y n ic a lly  abandon the w orke rs  to th e ir  fa te .

THE ENEMY IS IN  
OUR OW N COUNTRY

La b o r P a rty  W orkers ! C om m unist W orkers! 
T rade  U n ion is ts ! There is s t i l l  t im e  to  stop the 
s laughte r. C ham berla in  and H it le r  m ay y e t com ­
pose th e ir d ifferences, b u t so long as ca p ita lism  
lasts w a r rem a ins a constant th re a t to  the to ile rs  
o f the w orld . No pacts o r tre a tie s  can p reven t the 
r iv a lr ie s  o f im p e ria lis m  b reak ing  o u t in to  open 
con flic t. O n ly the w o rke rs ’ s trugg le  aga inst the 
boss class fo r  soc ia lism  can ensure peace.

D em and Special M eetings of your branches! 
D em and th a t the whole pow er o f organised

labor be th row n  aga inst th is  im p e r ia lis t w a r!
B u ild  up the re vo lu tio n a ry  vangua rd ! Jo in  the 

M ili ta n t La b o r League!
D em onstra te  aga inst the w a r in  the fac to ries

and in  the streets.
N o t a m an, not a gun fo r Im p e r ia lis t w a r!

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

----------- By Arthur Hopkins ------------
I t  ought to be easy now to te ll a S ta lin is t—even 

i f  they keep th e ir  m ouths shut. I t ’s because of 
th e ir look o f perpe tua l astonishm ent.

*  •  *

SUCCESS STO RY: A t F o r t S nelling a $21-a- 
m onth p riva te  gives ou t the secre t o f his success— 
w ork  hard , jo in  the a rm y , obey you r o ffice rs  im ­
p lic it ly ,  and have a re la tive  w il l  you a $95,0Q0 es^* 
ta te . I t  is  reported  th a t the so ld ie r is  seeking to 
buy his d ischarge fro m  the a rm y  as the re su lt o f 
his deceased unc le ’s bequest.

* * *
Seven persons a lleged ly  invo lved  in  a M inneapo­

lis  dope r in g  w ere he ld  as an a fte rm a th  o f a b rie f 
f lu r r y  when two fed e ra l n a rco tic  agents, a rres ting  
the two m en in  a tave rn , were m is taken  fo r  arm ed 
gangsters. A p e rfe c tly  n a tu ra l "m is ta k e .”

*  *  *

D A IL Y  D O U B T : “ E veryone  is p re d ic tin g  w a r 
and p repa ring  fo r  i t  and th a t is  the v e ry  th in g  th a t 
w il l  p reven t i t ” , says D r. John R . M o tt.

S ocia lis t Appeal 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace 
New Y o rk  C ity .

I  w ould  lik e  to  get be tte r acquainted w ith  
you r paper, the  Socia lis t Appeal. Please send 
me sam ple copies fo r  the nex t few  weeks.

Nam e ............................................................................

Address .................................................................. ..

C ity  ..............................................................................


