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Bucking the 
W ar Censors

As in  the la s t w a r every im p o rta n t channel o f com m un ica
tion  fro m  Europe to th is  coun try  is  under the con tro l o f the 
B r it is h  censorship. I t  w ould  not m ake m uch d iffe rence any
w ay fo r  w ith  o r w ith o u t B r it is h  and F rench  persuasion, the 
press and rad io  are a lready d inn ing  in to the A m erican  people 
propaganda designed to w in  popu la r support fo r A m erican  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w a r. E ve ry  drop o f tru th  in  the news is 
subm erged in  a to r re n t o f lies. A ll the o ff ic ia l adm issions 
m ade a fte r the f i r s t  w o rld  w a r of the de libera te  use of ly in g  
propaganda to fool the people have been bu ried  under the 
new flood o f falsehoods. The b ig  headlines are reserved fo r  
m eaningless w a r com m uniques, ru m o rs  and w a r lies. The 
m ore  s ig n if ic a n t news is  d is to rted  beyond recogn ition , absent 
a ltoge ther o r reduced to tin y , unnoticed, and unexpla ined p a r
agraphs. In  th is  co lum n we sha ll t r y  to notice and exp la in  
some o f the news o f th is  k ind .

The South A fr ic a n  cab ine t sp lit, seven fo r jo in in g  B r ita in  in  
w ar, f iv e  fo r  re m a in in g  n eu tra l. In  P a rlia m e n t the issue was 
b rough t to  a vote, 80 fo r  w a r, 66 fo r  n e u tra lity . T h is  d iv is ion  
obviously re flec ted  a trem endous w e igh t o f op in ion  in  the coun
t r y  fo r  n e u tra lity . B u t when P re m ie r H ertzog demanded a gen
e ra l e lection—w h ich  in  th is  case w ould be noth ing  b u t a popu la r 
re fe rendum  on the w a r issue—the B r it is h  governor-genera l f la t ly  
refused. H e rtzog ’s governm ent was ove rth row n  and a new w a r 
cab ine t fo rm ed.

Thus the  votes o f tw o cab ine t m in is te rs  and 14 m em bers of 
the  South A fr ic a n  p a rlia m e n t p rov ide  the basis fo r  p lung ing  the 
dom in ion  in to  w a r! “ D em ocracy”  appa ren tly  is on ly  to  be p e r
m itte d  when the votes go the  w ay the ru le rs  o f the em p ire  w an t 
i t  to  go.

In c id e n ta lly , a lthough the re fusa l to  p e rm it a general e lec
tion  was reported  by the o ff ic ia l B r it is h  news agencies, the 
A m erican  reports  com p le te ly  om itted  th is  c ru c ia l d e ta il in  the 
d ispatches on th is  po in t. D id  i t  suggest som ething too m uch  like  
the u n ive rsa l dem and in  th is  coun try  th a t the people them selves 
decide the issue o f w a r o r peace?

* * *
B o th  the B r it is h  and the Nazis and the B r it is h  are p la y in g  

w ith  m ethods o f propaganda con ta in ing  enough dynam ite  to 
blow up both sides in  th is  gangster w a r.

B r it is h  planes dropped lea fle ts  in  G erm any u rg in g  the people 
to ove rth ro w  H it le r  in  o rde r to  m ake peace. One day they w il l  
do so, b u t no t a t the behest of the B r it is h  ru le rs ! F o r the B r it is h  
ru le rs  them selves w i l l  be fac ing  the guns they have p laced in  the 
hands o f the B r it is h  w orke rs . T h a t’s the w ay—the on ly w av th is  
w a r can end w ith  any hope fo r the fu tu re  o f a l l  men.

The Nazis in  B e r lin  le t i t  be know n th a t along the S ieg fried  
line  G erm an so ld iers have scraw led  on the p illboxes fa c in g  the 
F rench  M ag ino t l in e : “ We w on’t  shoot i f  you don’t ! ”
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"W e 'll Repeat Our Performance"—Morgan

Behind the Lines
-  B y G EO RG E S T E R N .

The opening m il i ta r y  phase i as a w a r in  the w est. He w i l l  
o f the Second W orld  W ar has  ̂fa r  m ore  lik e ly  agree to a “ neu-
begun w ith  p re lim in a ry  s k ir 
m ish ing  th a t invo lves G erm any 
alone on the one side and B r i 
ta in , F rance , and P oland on the 
o ther. M illio n s  o f m en are a l
ready invo lved  and the f i r s t  
g re a t ba ttles  are ce rta in  to  cu t 
deeply in to  the hum an and m a 
te r ia l resources o f these pow
ers.

The w a r w il l  en ter its  m ore
decis ive phase, how ever, only 

when the p r in c ip a l “ neu tra ls ”  
—the U n ited  States, Russia, 
I ta ly ,  and Japan—are draw n in 
to an ever-w iden ing  thea te r of 
co n flic t.

T h e ir p a rtic ip a tio n  w il l  de te r
m ine the course o f a ll the o ther 
neu tra ls , the countries of L a tin  
A m e rica , o f the B a lkans, of 
T u rkey ,' and the re s t o f the 
s m a ll states caugh t in  the 
c rossfire  o f the opposing im p e r
ia lis t cam ps. They w il l  a ll be 
draw n in  to one ex ten t o r an
other.

F o r th is  isn ’t  a dog-figh t. I t  
is  c a p ita lis t society in  convu l
sion and there isn ’t  a  m an, w o
m an, o r ch ild  on the face o f the 
e a rth  who w il l  no t be caugh t in  
its  agony.

The "n e u tra lity ”  o f the m a jo r 
powers s t i l l  on the s idelines is 
o f course o f an illu s o ry  cha rac
te r. T h is  coun try  under the 
Roosevelt W ar D ea l is n o t neu
tra l in  fa c t and i t  is on ly  a 
question o f tim e —and a fa ir ly  
sho rt t im e —before the  S ix ty  
F a m ilie s  and th e ir  too l in  the 
W hite  House th row  th is  coun
t r y ’s w e igh t in to  the actua l 
scales o f ba ttle .

R o o s e v e l t ’ s “ n e u tra lity ”  
speech showed c le a rly  enough 
w here  he stands and the Cana
d ian  loophole in  the  n e u tra lity  
ac t p roc lam a tion  shows the d i
rec tion  in  w h ich  th ings are a l
ready m oving . A ll  the m ach in 
e ry  o f the press, the rad io , and 
the m ovies is a lready w o rk in g  
fu l l  b las t to b rin g  the A m erican  
people around to the idea o f go-
ing  to w a r on the side of B r ita in  .other m a tte r
and F rance .

The fu tu re  course o f the o ther 
th ree  m a jo r “ n e u tra ls ”  is  by 
no means so c le a r. B ehind an 
ex te rna l a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
s trength , both in  resources and 
s tra teg ic  position, S ta lin  s its 
fe a r fu lly , hoping he can back 
G erm any s u ff ic ie n tly  to ensure 
a w a r o f m u tu a l exhaustion 
among the powers w ith o u t en
dangering  h is own reg im e.

And those who th in k  S ta lin  is 
going to take  th is  oppo rtun ity  
to  “ dea l w ith  Japan”  are in  fo r  
m ore  “ su rp rises” —fo r S ta lin  
fea rs  a w a r in  the east as m uch

tra liz a tio n ”  o f re la tions  w ith  
Japan along the lines a lready 
rea lized w ith  G erm any.

I f  th is  is so i t  w il l  correspond 
thorough ly  w ith  Japan ’s own 
m ost a rden t desires, fo r  o f a ll 
the powers in  th is  c ris is , Japan 
was le ft  h ighest and d rie s t by 
S ta lin ’s gaze lle-like  leap in to  
H it le r ’s bed. Japan was le ft 
w ith  no a lte rn a tive  b u t to p u ll 
in  its  horns and s it  t ig h t w a itin g  
fo r  a fu tu re  tu rn  o f events in  
the w a r w h ich  w il l  open up a 
new path fo r  Japanese po licy  
to pursue. T h is  i t  has done, 
both w ith  rega rd  to B r ita in  and 
R ussia. The pressure on B r ita in  
in  China has ceased and i t  was 
Japan whch took the in it ia t iv e  
in  u rg e n tly  seeking negotiations 
a t Moscow fo r  some k in d  of 
a rm ed truce  in  the undeclared 
w a rfa re  on the M ongo lian  fro n 
tie r.

The Japanese know  th a t p ros
pective  A m erican  en try  in to  the 
w a r w ould  b rin g  its  own forces 
face to face w ith  Roosevelt’s 
w a r fle e t i f  Japan w ere  in 
volved. I t  w il l  not ge t caught 
between Russia and the U .S., i f  
I t  can help i t ,  especia lly w h ile  
i t  s its help lessly s ta lem ated on 
Chinese fro n ts  w ith  a m illio n  
m en ga rrison ing  te r r ito r ie s  con
quered b u t not ye t won.

I ta ly  likew ise  s its  between 
the dev ils  on its  A lp ine  fro n tie rs  
and the B r it is h  N avy  in  the 
deep blue M ed ite rranean  sea. 
W hether M usso lin i stays g in 
g e rly  neu tra l as a re su lt o f 
some deep d a rk  s tra tegy  m ap
ped out w ith  H it le r  o r because 
he realizes he w ould be crushed 
w h ichever side he took is some
th ing  th a t events w il l  soon de
te rm ine .

He w il l  p robab ly  t r y  to w a it 
u n til the balance of s trength  
seems to be tu rn in g  to the one 
side o r the o ther before being 
forced to a decision. W hether in  
h is h igh ly  exposed position he 
w il l  be able to do so is  qu ite  an-

Minneapolis Unions Rally to 
Defense of Indicted Strikers

Bail for 103 Workers Totals Half-M illion 
Dollars— Arrested Organize in Jail

(S pec ia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn .—The 

en tire  labo r m ovem ent o f the 
T w in  C ities has ra llie d  to the 
defense of the 103 W PA w o rk 
ers who w ere fra m e d  up and 
ind ic ted  fo r  s tr ik in g  aga inst 
the Roosevelt-W oodrum  S ta rva 
tion  Law .

The executive boards o f the 
125 A F L  locals o f M inneapolis, 
w ith  a to ta l m em bersh ip  o f 
m ore  than 60,000 voted unan i
m ously a t a specia l m eeting  in  
the C entra l La b o r U n ion  aud i
to r iu m  la s t Tuesday n ig h t to 
g ive th e ir  com plete  support to 
the ind ic ted  s tr ike rs .

F o llow ing  on th is  action  the 
St. P au l T rades and Labo r As
sem bly  appointed a com m ittee  
em powered to cooperate in  ev
e ry  w ay w ith  the W PA Defense 
C om m ittee  set up by the M inne 

apolis unions.
The s tr ike rs  w ere ind ic ted  by 

a F edera l G rand J u ry  conven
ed a t the o rde r o f U.S. A tto r 
ney G enera l M u rphy , under a 
section o f the R e lie f L a w  p ro 
h ib it in g  “ in te rfe re n ce ”  w ith  
W PA p ro je c t w orkers.

U nions C ontribu te
O v e r 40 o f those ind ic ted  have 

been arrested  and are being 
held on a to ta l of ne a rly  h a lf
m illio n  d o lla rs ’ ba il. Amonfe the 
resolutions adopted unanim ous
ly  by the Tuesday m eeting  was 
one w h ich  ins truc ted  each un
ion to ca ll a specia l m em ber
ship m eeting  im m e d ia te ly  to 
take  up con tribu tions to the 
W PA Defense C om m ittee. 
M any locals have a lready  made 
la rge  contribu tions.

The m eeting adopted a reso- 
(Continued on Page 3)

N.Y. ELECTION 
IS ROSTRUM FOR 
ANTI-WAR FIGHT

Report Good Returns 
On House to House 
Signature Canvass

“ The com ing New Y o rk  C ity  
counc ilm an ic  e lections w il l  p ro 
v ide us w ith  a m ost im p o rta n t 
ro s tru m  fo r  our f ig h t aga inst the 
new w o rld  w a r ,”  decla red E d 
w ard  R . F ra n k , o rgan ize r of 
Loca l N ew  Y o rk  o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , in  an appeal 
th is  week to the p a rty  and 
youth branches to go ou t and 
secure the necessary ten thou
sand s ignatures fo r  p lac ing  
tw o candidates on the ba llo t.

E ndors ing  the Loca l New 
Y o rk  decision fo r  the council- 
m an ic cam paign, the N a tiona l 
C om m ittee of the SWP in fo rm - 

(Continued on Page 3)

The W orkers Can 
Stop the W ar!

How can the war be stopped? When can it be stopped? 
Who w ill stop the war?

How can there be a just and lasting peace?
I f  civilization is not to be utterly destroyed, tens upon 

tens of millions o f human beings to be killed, cities and 
farms and factories and homes to be wiped out, the very 
earth to become a pockmarked desert, this is the supreme 
task: TO  STOP T H E  W AR .

Iio w  can the peoples o f Europe stop the war and gain 
a just and lasting peace?

W ill their rulers— the Chamberlains and H itlers and 
Daladiers and Smigly-Rydzs’— stop the war? These are 
the ones who made the war, who plunged the people into 
mass-murder, fo r the sake o f the bosses and exploiters 
whom these men represent.

What do they and the bosses care about the death of ten 
or twenty or th irty  m illion workers and farmers? The 
bosses and the members o f the cabinets don’t do the dying. 
They haul in the war profits, and draw down dividends 
from the colonies and dominions for which they launched 
the war.

They w ill never, and can never make a just and lasting 
peace.

Whichever group o f them would win the m ilitary cam
paigns, it  would make no difference to the masses o f the 
people. They w ill hurl the people into battle until one or 
another side is drained dry. Then— a new Versailles, more 
harsh and brutal and unjust than the Versailles o f 1919, 
dictated by the conquering power. And then? Another war, 
only much sooner and more terrible, to try  to break out of 
the stranglehold o f the new Versailles.

Stbp the w a r! But there is only one way to stop the war, 
to gain a just and lasting peace.

The peoples o f Europe, the workers and farmers of 
Poland and Germany and France and England and Italy, 
can stop the war i f  they take the decision into their own 
hands. They can stop the war i f  they get rid  of their war
making rulers, and establish their own rule.

Imperialist Europe, the Europe o f H itle r and Chamber- 
lain, w ith all its tyranny and oppression, its insane boun
daries drawn at the dictates o f general staffs, its forts and 
tanks and bombers, its mad economic and social and cul
tural restrictions which strangle the well-being o f the peo
ple, can never be at peace. Peace for such a Europe is only 
the interval between wars, the time o f recovery from the 
last war and preparation for the next.

A  socialist Europe, ruled by its workers and not by and 
for bosses, can alone bring a just and lasting peace.

T H E  S O C IA L IS T  U N IT E D  STATES O F E U R 
O PE! By setting fo r themselves this goal, and only by 
winning this goal, the peoples o f Europe can stop the war 
and bring a just and lasting peace.

A  Socialist United States o f Europe w ill give the fullest 
freedom to all the diverse peoples o f Europe, and through 
socialist cooperation and not imperialist exploitation w ill 
organize European economy to  guarantee the well-being 
o f the peoples, and w ill thereby assure a peace that w ill be 
genuine, secure and free.

This is the answer. This is the task.
STOP T H E  W A R !
FOR T H E  S O C IA L IS T  U N IT E D  STATES OF 

E U R O P E!

W all Street 
Speeds 
American 
War Entry

Roosevelt Moves to 
Outlaw Democracy in 
W ar Preparation

G E R M AN S S H E L L I N G  
W ARSAW  . . . EVAC U ATIO N S 
O F C IT Y  B E G U N  . . . O P E N 
IN G  P R IC E S  N. Y . STOCK E X 
C H AN G E . . . U . S. S T E E L  U P  
8 5 / 8 . . .  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
N IC K E L  U P  3 3/4 . . . C HRYS
L E R  U P  2 5/8 . . . SOUTH A F 
R IC A N  P A R L IA M E N T  VOTES 
W AR  ON G E R M A N Y  . , .
B E T H L E H E M  S T E E L  OPENS 
U P  9 3/4 . . . AN AC O N D A COP
P E R  OPENS 38, O N E -T H IR D  
H I G H E R  T H A N  L A S T  
N IG H T ’S C LOSING . . G E N 
E R A L  MOTORS 48 . . 50 . . 51*4 
. . . F R E N C H  A T T A C K IN G  ON 
M O S E LLE  . . . W R IG H T  AER O  
91 . . 95 . . 110 . . 116 . . . 
W H E A T  OATS R Y E  B A R L E Y  
A L L  R IS E  TO L E G A L  L IM IT S  

Thus, the stock tic ke rs , cha t
te r in g  like  m achine-guns, began 
to c lic k  ou t the news o f ever- 
m ounting  p ro fits  in  blood. I t  
was the w ild e s t m a rk e t in  
years, w ith  exc ited  brokers 
m ill in g  around the  “ w a r baby”  
tra d in g  posts. The N . Y . T im es 
reported  Sept. 5:

“ Stock p rices raced upwards 
yesterday as investors decided 
th a t a European w a r would 
help A m e rica n  business. In  a 
tu rn o ve r of 5,932,150 shares, the 
heaviest in  a lm ost tw o years, 
p rices on the N . Y . S tock E x 
change rose fro m  5 to 20 points. 
Bond tra d in g  was the heaviest 
in  the h is to ry  of the Exchange. 
E ssen tia l com m odities s h o t  
s k y w a rd .”

“ B e tte r”  than 1914 
When the la s t w a r broke out, 

in  1914, stock p rices slum ped so 
bad ly  th a t the N . Y . Stock E x 
change had to be closed fo r 
severa l m onths. The d iffe re n t 
reaction  th is  tim e  is  p a r t ly  due 
to the fa c t th a t e laborate  meas
ures have been taken  to con tro l 
the liq u id a tio n  o f fore ign-ow ned 
A m erican  securities. The ch ie f 
reason, how ever, is  th a t busi
ness men, w ith  the experience 
o f the la s t w a r behind them , 
now know th a t w a r abroad 
means fro m  the f i r s t  huge p ro f
its  over here. W a ll S tree t has 
served notice th a t i t  has no In 
ten tion  o f fo rego ing  those p ro f
its , w hether i t  means d ragg ing  
the coun try  in to  the w a r o r not.

Signals Go-Ahead 
The hard-headed gentlem en 

of W a ll S tree t made i t  p la in , by 
th e ir  frenz ied  b idd ing  fo r  w a r 
stocks, th a t they  regarded  neu
tr a li ty ,  in  the hands o f the W ar 

(Continued >— Page 8)

T u rke y  is not d is s im ila r ly  
placed. T u rke y  entered in to  a 
m u tua l assistance pac t w ith  
B r ita in  d u ring  the period  when 
Russia was toy ing  around w ith  
C ham berla in  and D  a 1 a d i  e r. 
When the showdown came T u r
key found a “ n e u tra l”  Russia 
a t its  back, a Russia in  league 
w ith  G erm any instead o f the 
w estern powers. Consequently 
a lthough i t  professed f id e lity  to 
its  B r it is h  pact, i t  has not dared 
to move in  a m ili ta ry  sense. 
T u rkey , a t R ussia ’s m ercy , w il l  
no t m ove u n til R ussia ’s ro le  be
comes c lea re r.

Trotsky Statement to Press on Soviet-German Alliance
F ro m  m any sides I  have been asked w hy I  

d id  not express m yse lf sooner on the G erm an- 
Soviet pact and its  consequences. I  was p re 
vented by accidenta l personal c ircum stances 
(sickness and a depa rtu re  fro m  M exico C ity  to 
a v illa g e ). I  thought, m oreover, the happen
ings them selves were so c lea r th a t they need
ed no com m ent. B u t i t  p roved to be o th e rw ise : 
In  d iffe re n t countries there  are s t i l l  p e o p le -  
in  d im in ish in g  num bers, i t  is  tru e —who have 
the courage to p ic tu re  the treason o f the 
K re m lin  as an ac t o f p o lit ic a l v ir tu e . A cco rd 
ing to those gentlem en S ta lin  and H it le r  have 
com m on ends w h ich  they are pu rsu ing  w ith  
methods of secret d ip lom acy in  the interests

of . . . peace and dem ocracy. Is  th is  a rgum ent 
not a repugnant buffoonery?

Since 1933 I  have been show ing and proving- 
in the w orld  press th a t S ta lin  is  seeking an un
derstand ing  w ith  H it le r . In  p a rtic u la r, I  proved 
th is prognosis in  m y  declara tions before the 
Dewey C om m ission o f In q u iry  in  Coyoacan in 
A p ril,  1937 (Case of Leon T ro tsky , H a rp e r ’s 
and B ros., N ew  Y o rk ) . N ow the cyn ics in  the 
service o f the K re m lin  are try in g  to represent 
the m a tte r as i f  th e ir  p ro g ra m —“ a lliance  of 
the dem ocracies”  and “ co llec tive  s e c u rity ” — 
was corrobora ted : m eanw hile , m y prognosis 
was w rong : I  pred icted , i t  is  a lleged, the con
clusion o f an aggressive m ili ta r y  pact, w h ile

S ta lin  and H it le r  com pleted on ly  a p a c ifis t, 
h u m a n ita ria n  pac t o f m u tua l non-aggression 
(H it le r  is, as known, a s tr ic t  v e g e ta r ia n ). Is n ’t  
i t  a ll too c lea r w hy H it le r  s ta rted  the a tta ck  on 
Poland im m e d ia te ly  a fte r the em brace o f R ib- 
bentrop and M olotov? Some o f the less in te ll i
gent defenders o f the K re m lin  rem em bered, 
unexpectedly, (they d id  no t know  i t  before) 
th a t Poland is a “ sem i-fasc is t s ta te .”  I t  seems, 
th a t under the beneficent in fluence o f S ta lin , 
H it le r  s ta rted  a w a r aga inst “ sem i-fasc ism .”  

O r perhaps H it le r  on ly  im posed upon the 
ch ild ish  confidence o f S ta lin? I f  th a t w ere so, 
S ta lin  could have p ro m p tly  d ispe lled the de
lusion. B a t in  fa c t the  Supreme Soviet im m e d i-

a te ly  ra t if ie d  the  p a c t a t the same m om ent 
when the G erm an troops crossed the P o lish  
border. S ta lin  knew  ve ry  w e ll w ha t he was do
ing.

In  o rde r to a tta ck  Poland and to conduct a 
w a r aga inst E ng land  and F rance , H it le r  need
ed the fr ie n d ly  “ n e u tra lity ”  o f the USSR, plus 
Soviet ra w  m a te ria ls . The p o lit ic a l and com 
m e rc ia l pacts assure H it le r  o f both.

A t a session o f the Supreme Soviet M olo tov 
p ra ised the advantages o f a co m m e rc ia l agree
m en t w ith  G erm any. There is no th ing  su rp r is 
in g  about it .  G erm any need« ra w  m a te ria ls  a t 
any p rice . W hen conducting w a r, expenses are 

(Continued on Page 4)
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By Max Shachtman— '

Behind the S ta lin -H itle r Pact
W hat Is and What I t  Isn’t

(Concluded from Last Issue)

Workers Traded for " Alliances"
In Lenin’s time, the Soviet government made more than 

one diplomatic or commercial agreement w ith capitalist 
countries. That was unavoidable then, and remains un
avoidable so long as a workers’ government is surrounded 
by a hostile world. But i f  Lenin made a diplomatic agree
ment with Germany or France, he did not compel the revo
lutionary movement in those countries to stop fighting its 
own capitalist class and government.

Stalin changed all that. W hile he was seeking an alliance 
with England, France and the United States, especially in 
the past four years, the Communist Parties in those coun
tries tried with might and main to make an alliance w ith the 
home capitalist government and urged the labor movement 
as a whole to follow suit. Where the Communists had once 
been the champions o f labor’s independence and militancy, 
Stalin converted them into the champions of labor’s sub
ordination and docility to capitalism.

In  practise; therefore, especially in recent years, “ social
ism in one country”  meant that Stalin traded o ff Commun- 
ist Party support to any government, no matter how reac
tionary, no matter how many millions o f colonial slaves it 
oppressed, so long as it promised to be an “ ally”  in pro
tecting the Soviet bureaucracy.

In practise, also, Stalin’s Russian nationalism meant put
ting the fate o f the Russian Revolution into the hands of 
cynical imperialist diplomats who pretended for a moment 
to be friendly, instead o f where it  belongs— into the hands 
o f the Russian and international working class.

In practise, this working class was confused, demoral
ized, and driven under the yoke o f its enemies.

Stalin's Reactionary Dual Policy
Thus, the interests o f the ruling bureaucracy in Russia 

have come into ever sharper and finally irreconcilable con
flict w ith the interests o f the Russian masses, o f the Soviet 
Union itself, and o f the international working class. To 
maintain its increasingly precarious position, this bureauc
racy is ready to sacrifice the interests o f the Soviet people 
and o f the labor movement throughout the world. And 
that is how it came to sign the pact w ith H itler.

I t  may be said that the negotiations fo r the pact with 
(Hitler must have been going on secretly fo r a long time. 
That is undoubtedly true. The former head o f the M ilita ry  
Intelligence Service o f the Soviets in Western Europe, 
Walter K riv itsky, revealed the fact that some time ago 
Stalin sent a special emissary, Kandelaki, to Berlin to press 
H itle r fo r an alliance. Then how is one to explain the pub
lic efforts, made during this same period, to form an a lli
ance w ith the “ democratic”  Powers, France and England?

The explanation reveals the reactionary dual policy that 
Stalin has been pursuing. I t  has already been pointed out 
that Stalin fears war. But he fears especially such a war as 
the Soviet Union and its bureaucracy are involved in, for 
that would in all likelihood spell his doom.

I t  would, however, be wrong to jump to the conclusion 
that Stalin is a real prop o f peace. The same reasons that 
dictate his yearning fo r peace for Russia, dictate a policy 
o f war-mongering in all the other important countries o f 
the w orld ! ' 1 V'&!i

The Practice of "Appeasing" H itle r
The Soviet Union is immediately and directly threatened 

on two sides: by Japan on the East and by Germany on the 
West. Neither the Japanese rulers nor H itle r have ever 
made a secret o f their ambition to carve up the Soviet land. 
By herself, Japan is not so serious a menace to Russia, 
especially now, when so much o f her strength is exerted in 
maintaining conquered Chinese territory. The principal 
Soviet enemy thus becomes H itler. I t  has therefore been 
Stalin's policy at bottom, since the Nazis came to power in 
1933, to “ appease”  H itler, to come to terms with him, to 
make an alliance w ith him. Russia would then be in a 
position to deal comparatively easily w ith Japan in the 
East.

I f  this basic point is borne in mind, much that was ob
scure in Stalinist policy becomes clear. I t  w ill be easier, for 
example, to  understand why the Stalinist press in France, 
instead o f solidarizing itself w ith the despairing young Jew 
Herschel Grynzspan who sought to protest H itlerite  anti- 
Semitism by shooting Von Rath, denounced him as a Nazi 
or Trotskyist spy! To understand the shameful silence 
from Soviet officialdom on the occasion o f H ire r ’s barbar
ous pogroms against the Jews. To understand why Jewish 
refugees could find no haven in the Soviet Union. To un
derstand what W alter Duranty meant when he cabled the 
New York Times that after all, Stalin has killed off as many 
Jews as H itle r did. To understand why L itv inov was 
purged (how could a sensitive “ Aryan”  like von Ribben- 
trop shake hands w ith a Jewish Foreign Commissar?). 
And perhaps .even to understand why the leader o f the 
Spanish Communist Party, General M iaja, joined the no
torious Madrid Defense Junta which graciously handed 
over power to Franco’s (Hitler-supported troops!
Policy Breeds Contradictions

The concentration on making a deal w ith H itle r has 
frequently been interrupted, so to say, for two reasons: one, 
by the hope o f making an alliance w ith the “ democracies”  
to squeeze H itle r into a corner and prevent him from as
saulting Russia; and two, by the hope that the negotiations 
w ith  the “ democracies”  would frighten H itle r into speeding 
up an agreement w ith  Stalin.

The first hope, illusory and utopian from the beginning,

was completely shattered at Munich. The “ democratic”  im
perialists showed that they would much rather give H itle r 
free rein in his drive to the East, that is, against Russia, 
than they would make an alliance with Russia to smash 
H itle r and Mussolini. Especially when they reflected that 
after Fascism cracked up in Germany and Italy, revolutions 
would break out and spread rapidly to France, England 
and God knows where else!

Stalin therefore had to come to terms with H itler. And 
H itle r chose the moment for springing the announcement 
o f the pact which would give him the best position in start
ing his next conquest, Poland.

But though he capitulated to H itler, it  does not follow 
that Stalin would object violently to having another W orld 
W ar explode, w ith the “ democracies”  fighting the “ fascist 
aggressors”  and the Soviet Union staying out of the war 
as long as possible. Quite the contrary! Stalin continues to 
drive in just that direction. Although he has made his peace 
with IHitler for a short time, as we shall see later on, he 
continues to instigate a war in which he w ill not participate. 
As said above, while he is a “ pacifist-out-of-fear”  at home, 
he is a warmonger abroad.

That explains the seemingly contradictory statements o f 
the various Communist Parties on the subject o f the H itler- 
Stalin pact which have proved so puzzling to many. The 
American, British and French Communist Parties, while 
enthusiastically endorsing Stalin’s appeasement policy to
wards H itler, demand in the same breath that Chamber- 
lain, Daladier and Roosevelt “ resist the aggressor” —that 
is, go to war against H itler. The two confusing and appar
ently conflicting positions form a harmonious unit, how
ever, once we understand the basic consideration o f the des
perate Soviet bureaucracy:

Keep ourselves in the saddle, preserve ourselves by hook 
or crook, and everything else— the labor movement, the 
Communist International, the colonial peoples, the twaddle 
about “ democracy”  and “ peace”— can go hang!

H itle r Gave Away Nothing
W ill the bureaucracy succeed in keeping itself in the 

Soviet saddle? Not the slightest hesitation need be felt in 
replying categorically: N O ! The only point to be resolved 
is th is : the abominable Stalinist clique w ill be crushed at a 
later stage by Hitlerism, in which case, a new era o f reac
tion w ill open up from which the world may not emerge for 
a long, long tim e; or it  w ill be swept into the discard by a 
resurrected revolutionary movement o f workers and peas
ants inside the Soviet Union itself. A ll our hopes and all 
our energies must be directed towards the latter solution o f 
the mortal crisis the Russian Revolution is experiencing.

W ill H itle r really attack the Soviet Union? Whoever 
examines the situation intelligently must reply, Yes! The 
feeble Stalinist arguments that the “ pact has weakened the 
A x is”  are so much nonsense, and dangerous nonsense at 
that.

What Stalin gave away in the pact we have already seen. 
What did H itle r abandon? H is designs upon Russia, es
pecially on the granary o f the Ukraine and the mineral 
riches o f the Urals? Not fo r a moment! H is idea o f im
mediately attacking the Soviet Union? He didn’t have to 
give up that idea, fo r the simple reason that he did not con
template such an attack at this time. H is objective, fo r the 
time being, is more modest— the conquest o f Poland— and 
Stalin gave him invaluable aid in achieving his goal.

He did abandon Japan, o f that there is no doubt. And the 
Stalinist press presents this as a tremendous victory. But it 
is, as usual, only duping itself and its followers. H itle r 
abandoned a very much weakened Japan, which had already 
served his purposes fo r the current stage o f developments. 
H itle r abandoned Japan fo r  the time being, and only for 
the time being, in exchange for a much solider ally.

H itle r Understands Stalinism
And he did abandon the so-called “ Anti-Comintern 

Pact.”  Small consolation! The “ fight against the Commun
ist International”  was as much a fraud w ith H itle r as the 
“ fight for democracy”  was w ith  Stalin. H IT L E R  H A S  
K N O W N  FO R Y EA R S  T H A T  S T A L IN  H IM S E L F  
L IQ U ID A T E D  T H E  C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A T IO N 
A L . H itle r has known for years that the Stalin-controlled 
International is about as revolutionary, as much a threat 
to capitalist society, as the Salvation Army. The Hitlerites 
know what Stalinism represents; they know where the real 
threat o f working-class revolution comes from.

The Berlin correspondent o f the New York Times, Otto 
D. Tolischus, who knows what the Nazis are thinking, 
wrote an extremely significant comment on H itlerite reac
tions to the pact. Speaking o f the “ revolutionary”  change 
that has taken place in Soviet affairs, he said on August 27, 
1939: “ Such a revolution w ith in  Bolshevism is precisely 
what the Germans assume as a basis for their calculations. 
Stalin, they hold, has turned Right and international Bol
shevism has become national Bolshevism, which eliminates 
the menace o f an international Communism backed by Mos
cow. I f  that is true, the dead Marshal Tukhachevsky has 
triumphed over George D im itro ff w ith the paradoxical re
sult that the Communist parties in various other countries 
have been le ft high and dry. However, according to the 
German view, they have been regarded in Moscow as 
‘Trotskyists’ anyhow, as revealed during the Spanish con
flict, which is regarded here as a turning point in Bolshevist 
developments. They are, therefore, expected to adopt Leon 
Trotsky as their leader and perhaps even to start a revolu
tionary campaign against ‘Stalinism’ w ith in  Russia which 
would complete the revolutionary circle.”

Seen with a somewhat distorted vision, the report is 
nonetheless substantially correct.

Both Stalin and H itle r Fear Revolutionists
I t  is not the discredited pawn o f Stalinist diplomacy, the 

Communist International, that Fascism fears. As the ban
ner-bearer o f the working-class revolution, o f the revolu
tion for socialism, it  sees the “ Trotskyists” — the Fourth 
International. And it is right, fo r the Fourth International 
is the mortal, implacable foe o f Fascism, o f imperialism in 
general, o f capitalist oppression and as their foe it shall 
trium ph!

That is why the Socialist Workers Party summons every 
m ilitant worker who is conscious o f his class interests, who 
is imbued w ith the real spirit o f internationalism, to rally 
to its great banner and to fight in the great cause. Our call 
is addressed in particular to the rank and file o f the Com
munist Party and the Young Communist League and their 
sympathizers.

The Soviet Union is not relieved o f the threat o f attack; 
that threat is aggravated. H itle r had a non-aggression pact 
w ith Poland not so long ago. But as soon as he had that 
country well encircled, he denounced the pact on one pre
tense or another and prepared to absorb the country into 
Greater Germany. Stalin’s policy facilitates the coming at
tack upon Russia because, by giving H itle r a free hand 
through Poland, he grants him a highly important stra
tegical base o f operations against the Soviet Union. To
morrow or the next day, 'H itler w ill seek to repay Stalin 
for the pact in even more ringing coin than he is repaying 
Poland. Every worker, every Communist worker, must un
derstand that.

Every worker must be also clearly aware now o f the 
monstrous crime that was perpetrated by Stalin in his 
series o f “ trials”  and purges. How many thousands o f 
revolutionists did he send to their deaths in the last few 
years on the charge o f being “ Trotskyist agents o f H itle r” ! 
We called the trials frame-ups, and now, by signing the 
pact with H itler, Stalin draws the black pencil o f emphasis 
under our charge. While he was framing up and assassinat
ing all opponents, all critics— past, present or potential— 
with the accusation o f “ H itlerite  agents”  he was busily en
gaged in becoming the principal agent o f H itle r! The Mos
cow Trials, the horrible purges, the nightmare o f terror—  
these were all part o f the preparations for an alliance with 
Adolph H itle r and his bandits.

Together w ith Ribbentrop, Molotov and Stalin signed 
the death-warrant o f the Communist Parties. Stalin long 
ago drained the revolutionary blood out o f them. Now he is 
smashing them bodily. Their organizational disintegration 
is taking place at a terrific rate before our very eyes.

The Road of Struggle Is Open!
Where w ill those sincere and devoted workers go who 

are now abandoning the Communist Parties by the thou
sands in England, France and the United States?

We know where the bureaucrats w ill go. They w ill re
main the paid lackeys and scribblers o f the Kremlin despot, 
or they w ill become full-fledged servants o f their own im
perialist overlords.

But the Communist workers? W ill they go over to capi
talism? W ill they become the dupes o f that fantastic fraud 
known in capitalist society as “ democracy” ? W ill they 
abandon the class struggle entirely, and become docile serfs 
o f the rulers o f industry and finance, w illing cannon-fodder 
o f the coming war?

The Stalinist party is through, and nobody w ill mourn 
at its burial. Nobody w ill try  to defend the Stalinazi pact 
in a serious trade union, in a Jewish organization, or for 
that matter wherever intelligent workers are assembled. 
What then?

We say: there is a need, greater than ever today, to 
struggle against reaction, against the capitalist offensive, 
fo r socialism and freedom, fo r peace and plenty. There is 
a road to struggle, too. That road was broadly marked out 
■by the great teachers o f the working-class movement, 
M arx and Lenin. That road the workers must take i f  they 
are to survive as human beings, i f  they are to rise to new 
heights o f human dignity.

That road is the revolutionary struggle fo r socialism!

Our Road Leads to Socialism!
A ll the professional “ democrats”  and the “ social demo

crats”  and the "liberal intellectuals”  who only yesterday 
approved the Moscow frame-ups or covered them up, and 
who presented Stalin as a noble, worthy ally o f the Great 
Democracies, are turning tail now and scurrying o ff like 
rats. Now they no longer declare that “ Soviet democracy”  
and bourgeois democracy are practically the same thing and 
make natural allies; now they expound the new wisdom 
that “ communism”  and “ fascism”  are the same thing and 
make natural allies.

Their conclusion? Their road? On to a new W ar to 
Make the W orld Safe fo r Democracy? On to the trenches! 
Long live the divine goal o f modern humanity— the battle
field graveyard!

Our road was never theirs. Our road leads to the great 
socialist society. Our methods are the methods o f m ilitant 
and uncompromising class struggle against all exploitation 
and iniquity. Stalin has succeeded only in— discrediting 
Stalinism. The banner o f revolutionary struggle, o f the 
Fourth International, continues to fly without a shameful 
spot upon it.

On to the victory o f socialism and freedom!
(The End )

WORKERS FORUM
Spanish Civil War 
Veteran Appeals 
To C. P. Members

Dear E d ito r :
I  am  sending th is  le tte r to 

you and to the ed ito rs o f o ther 
labo r pe riod ica ls  because I  
w ant to present m y  case, w h ich  
I  believe is ty p ic a l o f m any in  
the labor m ovem ent today, be
fo re  as w ide an audience as 
possible. I  hope in  th is  w ay to 
help c rys ta llize  the d iscontent 
w hich is now  w idespread am ong 
the ra n k  and f i le  o f the Com
m u n is t P a rty , and so help in  
b rin g in g  these people in to  the 
strugg le  w h ich  now m us t be 
waged w ith  u tm ost in te n s ity  
aga inst the second im p e ria lis t 
w o rld  w a r.

Up u n til M ay, when I  res ign
ed fro m  the C om m unist P a rty , 
I  had been a S ta lin is t sym pa
th ize r fo r  f iv e  years and a p a r
ty  m em ber fo r  tw o, inc lud ing  
one year in  Spain w ith  the F i f 
teenth In te rn a tio n a l B rigade . 
F o r a long tim e  I  had tr ie d  to 
rega rd  the "D e m o c ra tic  F ro n t”  
p o licy  as m e re ly  a te m p o ra ry  
ta c tic . B u t m y  experiences in  
Spain convinced me th a t th is  
po licy  resu lted  fro m  som ething 
fa r  deeper and m ore  o rgan ic  
than m ere ta c tic a l considera
tions.

B u re a u cra tic  C ontro l
In  Spain I  su ffe red  w ith  the 

re s t o f the ra n k  and f i le  fro m  
the a rb itra ry  and d ic ta to r ia l a t
titude  o f the C om m unist P a rty  
bureaucracy tow ard  the ranks . 
I  d iscovered th a t m ost o f the 
o ffice rs , both m ili ta r y  and po
lit ic a l,  were appointed fro m  
above w ith  no in te rests  in  v iew  
except those o f the C om m unist 
P a rty  bureaucracy— and sel
dom  fo r  th e ir  m ili ta r y  a b ility . 
The dem ocra tic  and re vo lu tion 
a ry  w ay o f the ranks e lecting  
th e ir  own o ffice rs  was never so 
m uch as considered by these 
bureaucra ts . L ik e  the re s t o f 
the rank  and f i le  I  su ffe red  
fro m  the never-expla ined an
noyance o f censored m a il in  
w h ich  ob jects o f va lue , food, 
c iga re ttes , o r  c lo th ing  seemed 
to  be the ch ie f ob jectives o f the  
C om m unist P a rty  censors. T h is  
was not o f g re a t im portance  to 
m e, b u t I  cou ld  no t help observ
ing  the d ishearten ing  e ffe c t i t  
had upon the m ora le  o f m any o f 
m y  com rades in  a rm s, espe
c ia lly  in  v ie w  o f the p riv ile g e s  
w h ich  w ere enjoyed by the  o f
fice rs  as a whole.

Upon m y  re tu rn  fro m  Spain, 
I  found out th a t M ia ja . the gen
e ra l who shot down m y  fe llo w  
sold iers in  the stree ts o f M ad 
r id  in  M a rch  o f th is  yea r was, 
as I  had suspected, a m em ber 
o f the C om m un is t P a rty . He 
has not y e t been expelled. I  
learned too th a t S ta lin  had been 
se lling  o il and g ra in  to  I ta ly  
th roughou t the e n tire  w a r. 
These goods, p a rt ic u la r ly  o il, 
were fo rw a rded  to  G enera l 
F ranco  fo r  the use o f the fas
c is t a rm y  in  Spain.

Read M a rx
D is tu rbed  by these te r r ib le  

con trad ic tions I  w en t to  the 
w orks of M a rx  and L e n in  fo r  
c la r if ic a t io n  and guidance, and 
read w ha t the C om m un is t P a r
ty  seems to  have com ple te ly  
fo rgo tten—the co rro d in g  e ffec t 
o f re fo rm is m  on the w o rk in g  
class and the in e v ita b il ity  o f 
w a r under ca p ita lism . H ow  do 
these fac ts  f i t  in to  People ’s 
F ro n tis m  and C o llective  Secur
ity?  These polic ies w ere c le a rly  
opposed to the basic teachings

of M a rx  and Len in . So in  M ay 
I  m a iled  m y  P a rty  book back 
to 13th S treet.

Now the com plete  reve rsa l o f 
the en tire  lin e  o f the T h ird  In 
te rn a tio n a l as a re su lt o f the 
H itle r-S ta lin  pact and the unan
im ous a cc la im  g iven th is  pac t 
by the B row ders w ith o u t the 
s ligh tes t consu lta tion  o r discus
sion w ith  the ranks p r io r to the 
pact, show fo r  even the b lind  to 
see th a t the C om in te rn  is  no th
ing  m ore than an in s tru m e n t of 
S ta lin ’^ fo re ig n  po licy  w ith  no 
reason fo r  existence except the 
ju s tif ic a tio n  o f any th ing  S ta lin  
does. R em em ber in  the D a ily  
W orker, especia lly  in  H a rry  
G annes’ co lum n, the heated de
n ia ls  th a t a Soviet-N azi pact 
was so m uch as contem plated. 
B u t a fte r a day o f stunned s i
lence on the p a rt o f the D a ily  
W orke r th is  same H a rry  G an
nes was app laud ing  the pact 
ju s t as en thus ias tica lly  as he 
had hissed i t  a few  days before.

B row der f i r s t  a ttem pted  to 
ju s t ify  the S ta lin -H itle r p a c t on 
the basis o f an “ escape clause”  
w h ich  tu rned  ou t to be non-ex
is ten t. Then the non-existence 
o f an "escape c lause”  was ap
plauded as “ s treng then ing ”  the 
pact. And now a fe w  days a fte r 
the s ign ing  o f the p a c t as a 
"b lo w  fo r  peace”  where is the 
goddess o f peace? F la t on her 
back. Shipm ents o f cotton and 
gasoline—fro m  the Soviet U nion 
are now a rr iv in g  in  N azi G e r
m any as a re su lt o f S ta lin ’s 
s ignature .

Comrades in  the  C om m unist 
P a rty , now  you can see the 
whole rottenness o f the S ta lin  
bureaucracy. I t  is  tim e  to leave 
th is  p a rty  and to b u ild  a new 
re vo lu tio n a ry  fo rce .

Veterans o f the Spanish C iv il 
W ar, can ’t  you see th a t the  V e t
erans o f the  A b raham  L in co ln  
B rigade  is an o u tf it  con tro lled  
by the S ta lin is ts?  I t ’s tim e  to 
fo rm  you r own organ iza tion , 
fre e  fro m  ex-com m issars and 
A lbacete  generals. An indepen
dent Spanish C iv il W ar V e te r
ans’ O rgan iza tion  w il l  enable 
us to he lp  lead the w orkers  o f 
the U n ited  States in  the  s tru g 
gle aga inst im p e r ia lis t w a r .

The blood o f ou r com rades 
s ta ins the hands o f S ta lin . I t  is  
tim e  to  end the la s t vestige o f 
his in fluence in  the la b o r m ove
m ent.
Sept. 6, 193»

P E T E R  STURGEON

B Y  T H E IR  OWN WORDS 
S H A LL  YO U  K N O W  T H E M  
D ear E d ito r :

I  w ould l ik e  to  c a ll to  the  a t
ten tion  o f the Appea l readers 
the fo llo w in g  quote fro m  M olo
to v ’s speech on the  S ta lin -H itle r 
P a c t (p r in te d  in  the  D a ily  
W orke r, Sept. 2, page 3 ):

“ O n ly  the in s tig a to rs  o f a 
general E uropean w a r can be 
displeased by th is  s ta te  o f a f
fa irs  tth e  S ta lin -H itle r  P a c t], 
those who under the  m ask of 
p a c ifism  w ou ld  lik e  to ig n ite  a 
general con flag ra tion  in  E u 
rope .”

Those who have been the 
loudest proponents fo r  the  past 
three years o f a w a r o f the  “ de
m ocrac ies”  to  f ig h t the “ fasc is t 
aggressors”  ( "u n d e r the m ask 
o f p a c ifis m ” ?) have been . . . 
the S ta lin is t pa rties . We wonder 
i f  these p a rtie s  understand th a t 
M olo tov— and S ta lin—now  ca ll 
them  “ Ins tiga to rs  o f a genera l 
European w a r” ?

F ra te rn a lly
j.H .N .

Rochester, N .Y .

«¡naaso
FASCISM and BIG BUSINESS

. . .  in  a paper cover ed ition , a t a p rice  eve ry  reader of 
the Socia lis t Appea l can a ffo rd .
Add th is  va luab le  book to  you r l ib ra ry .

S tarfe  co p y .................................. $1.M
Bundle o f 5 o r m o re ..................... 75
Bundle o f 3 ....................................... 85

Cash m ust accom pany o rders. Jo in  w ith  you r fr ie n d s  to 
take  advantage o f the b a rga in  bundle ra tes  w h ile  th is  low  
p rice  lim ite d  ed ition  lasts.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  * N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y

W hat Your Dollar Can Do
A  d o lla r puts a  S oc ia lis t A ppea l salesm an sa aa Im 

p o rta n t s tree t co rne r fo r  one day.
F ive  do lla rs  p e rm its  fre e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f tw o  hundred 

S ocia lis t Appeals.
Ten do lla rs  pu ts a fu ll- t im e  fie ld  o rgan ize r to  w o rk  fo r  

one week in  the  a n ti-w a r cam paign.

A n ti-W ar C am paign C om m ittee
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty
118 U n iv e rs ity  P lace , N .Y .C .'

D ear F rie n d s :

I  enclose.................  , as a co n tr ib u tio n  to the a n ti-w a r
w o rk  o f the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty .

N am e .......................................................

Address ...................................................



SA T U R D A Y , SEP TE M B E R  9, 1939

Stop Fascism 
In Am erica!

W ill Father Coughlin Become 
Dictator of the United States?

S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

_________________ B y JOSEPH H A N S E N __________________
(T E N T H  IN S T A L L M E N T )

What is a corporate state?
According to the Fascist and Nazi “ theoreticians it  is 

a state in which both capitalists and workers “ submerge”  
their conflicting interests and submit to the w ill of the 
“ state”  as embodied in the person o f the dictator.

This pretty theory has not yet been put into practice in 
either Germany or Italy. In  each o f these countries the dic
tator is an agent o f the capitalists and fill of his actions 
have been directed against the workers.

Corporate State means in practice the A B S O LU TE  
R U L E  O F T H E  C A P IT A L IS T S .

Father Coughlin, the Radio Priest, wants a state in 
America like the corporate state o f Mussolini and the corp
orate state o f H itler.

“ Today the outposts of G erm any are the fro n tie rs  o f ou r 
c iv iliz a t io n .”  (B roadcast, M a rch  24, 1935.)

Father Coughlin, the Radio Priest, wishes to import the 
Middle Ages to modern United States. In  issue after issue 
o f Social Justice, he praises dictator-ridden Portugal to the 
heavens and holds it  up as a model state. Portugal, he ex
plains, was once governed under * Christian principles, 
that is, the principles o f the Roman Catholic Church.

This happy land o f feudal barons and miserable serfs 
was disrupted by the French revolution o f 1789—but now 
thanks to Dictator Salazar, “ the world’s outstanding Chris
tian statesman . . . who has founded the new Portuguese 
State, as a firm  bulwark against Bolshevism, upon princi
ples o f Christian Social Justice”  (Social Justice, June 5, 
1939, p. 24.) the old state o f affairs has been restored. 
Happy Portugal! To wipe out even the capitalist revolution 
that overthrew feudalism!

“ W hat P o rtu g a l has accom plished A m e rica  can accom 
p lish , p a rt ic u la r ly  since we have p len ty  a v a ila b le / ’ (D is 
course o f M ay 22, 1939. Quoted in  Social Justice , June 5, 
1939, p. 7.)
“  ‘I f  w e w ou ld  fin d  a nea r p a ra lle l to  Salazar’s P o rtu g a l 
w e m us t go to the h igh  m idd le  ages: the C h ris tia n  m on
a rch , h ie ra rch y , p rope rty  res ting  on socia l sanctions, 
oustom , du ties and social ju s tice . B u t in  the  M id d le  Ages 
we had u n ity  o f re lig io n , a to ta lita r ia n  re lig io n / ’ ’

Small wonder that Father Coughlin, the Radio Priest, 
has never been excommunicated from the Roman Catholh 
Church 1

The Radio Priest’s public program leaves an odor in its 
wake astonishingly like that o f the public programs o f I I  
Duce and Dcr Fuehrer before they reached power.

The Radio Priest attacks “ loan capital,”  the “ interna
tional bankers,”  the “ non-religious Jews,”  the “ Bolshevik” 
leaders o f the trade unions. He advocates the government 
taking over the trade unions (interview published in the 
Detroit Times, October 10, 1934.) He attacks the “ reds,” 
the “ socialists,”  who he says are not at all different from 
Roosevelt and democratic capitalism. He attacks “ m ajority 
rule.”  (He advocates a “ just liv ing annual wage,”  “ mone
tary reforms,”  “ labor’s right to organize,”  “ broadened 
basis o f taxation on capacity to pay,”  “ lower taxes,”  “ con
scription o f wealth in event o f war,”  and preservation o f 
P R IV A T E  PRO PERTY.

Would the Radio Priest keep his promises i f  he gained 
power?

Let his own words satisfy that question with all the 
finality o f a funeral kne ll:

“ P ra o tlc a lly  a ll the s ixteen p rinc ip les  o f socia l ju s tice  are 
being p u t in to  p rac tice  in  I ta ly  and G e rm any.”  (Social 
Justioe, F e b ru a ry  13, 1939, p. 7.)

Coughlin Favors W ar and the Army
Now that the great wave o f Roosevelt’s popularity has 

subsided and the people fear that Roosevelt is preparing 
to enter the war, the Radio Priest turns out golden phrases 
against the war beast.

But these dabs o f anti-war paint don’t hide the cloven 
hoof o f his real program.

Coughlin favors a war machine and the declaration of 
war.

“ A  po licy  o f decent preparedness m us t p re va il. O ur people 
m us t be pro tected  even a t the cost o f ou r live s  fro m  un
ju s t aggressors. T h is  sha ll a lw ays be the po licy  o f every 
A m e rica n  c itizen  who is  ready to  la y  down h is  l ife  in  
a w a r o f self-defense.”  (D iscourse e n titled , "T h e  N e x t 
W ar.”  (F a th e r C oughlin ’s R adio D iscourses, 1931-1932, 
p. 139.)

That is the professional war-monger’s propaganda w ith 
out so much as a covering fig-leaf. No ruler o f a nation 
ever began a war without telling the suckers that it  was in 
“ self-defense”  and that the enemy was the “ aggressor.”  

“ I *  no sense, m y fe llo w  A m ericans , do I  w ish  to be ac
cused o f being a p a c ifis t. To quote G era ld  W. Johnson, 
wbc w ro te  in  ‘H a rp e r’s M agazine ’ la s t N ovem ber: ‘I  took 
»  p a r t in  the  ‘No M ore  W a r’ dem onstra tions o f a few  
years  ago.”  (D iscourse e n titled , “ The N e x t W a r,”  F a th e r 
C oughlin ’s R adio D iscourses, 1931-1932, p. 138.)

“ Social Justice”  by that or any other American name it 
chooses would not be different in its essentials from Fas
cism in Ita ly  or Nazism in Germany.

I f  the Radio Priest gains power in the United States, his 
m ilitary expenditures w ill make Roosevelt’s multi-billion 
dollar army look like a troop o f Boy Scouts playing cops 
and robbers. Stop Fascism in  America!

The postcard campaign against Fascism has started. 
Many people have written to the Chief o f Police and the 
Mayor o f New Y ork “ demanding”  that the police force 
because o f its rank partiality and favoritism toward the 
Coughlinites be “ purged;”  and that the “ democratic o ffi
cials”  strip the Coughlin movement o f “ every last vestige 
o f power.”  (See The Nation, July 22, 1939.)

( ’Continued in  N e x t Issue)

Wall Street, Roosevelt 
Speed U. S. War Entry

Canada Exemption Is W ar Move- 
Have Gala Day on Stock-Market

-Profiteers

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
D eal, as so m uch applesauce. 
The stock t ic k e r c licked  o u t a 
sour ob liga tto  to the P res iden t’s 
pious phrases in  h is N e u tra lity  
P roc lam a tion .

The P res iden t m ade no secret 
of h is extrem e re luctance to cu t 
o ff E ng land  and F rance fro m  
access to A m e rica n  m un itions, 
l ie  took advantage o f the lega l 
te ch n ica lity  th a t Canada and 
South A fr ic a  had no t ye t fo rm 
a lly  declared w a r aga inst G e r
m any to exem pt those B ritis h  
dom inions fro m  the em bargo. 
Before his s igna tu re  was d ry  on 
the docum ent. South A fr ic a  had 
voted to en ter the w a r. B u t 
Canada is s t i l l  no t fo rm a lly  a t 
w a r, and so A m erican  w a r m a
te r ia ls  can s t i l l  reach the b a t
tle  fie lds  o f Europe v ia  the 
Canadian border. A fte r th a t, 
the W ar D eal w il l  have to 
search fo r  o ther loopholes in  
w ha t A d m in is tra tio n  spokes
m en sneering ly  re fe r to  as “ the 
so-called N e u tra lity  A c t.”

“ F ree  E xpression”
The N e u tra lity  P roc lam a tion  

is m ore o r less the rou tine  so rt 
of th ing , w ith  one exception : i t  
states th a t its  p rovis ions are 
m ade “ w ith o u t in te rfe r in g  w ith  
the free  expression o f opin ion 
o r sym p a th y ”  by any A m erican  
c itizen . T h is  unusual p rov iso  re- 
w ha t is m eant by “ free  expres- 
flec ts  the P res iden t’s eagerness 
to c le a r the pa th  fo r  the  w h ip 

ping-up of a w a r s p ir it .  Just 
sions o f op in ion ”  is ind ica ted  by 
the re p o rt th a t in  the n e x t few  
days the P res iden t w il l  an
nounce ce rta in  measures “ fo r 
cu rb ing  fo re ign  propaganda in  
the U n ited  States, p a rt ic u la r ly  
th a t a im ed a t ou r system  of 
governm ent and g lo r ify in g  naz- 
ism , com m unism , o r other 
fo rm s o f d ic ta to rsh ip .”  Another 
repo rt, in  the N . Y . T im es, 
Sept. 6. is  even m ore e x p lic it:

“ W ithout w a it in g  to c a ll Con
gress in to  specia l session, 
M r. Roosevelt p lans to m ove . .  
to tigh ten  con tro l over Com
m u n is tic  and p ro -d ic ta to rsh ip  
propaganda in  the U n i t e d  
S lates.”

Mass P icke tin g  B a rred
A lre a d y  the D epa rtm en t o f 

Justice has begun an anti-es 
pionage cam paign and has sent 
one hundred G-m en in to  New 
Y o rk  C ity . M ayo r LaG ua rd ia  
has p u t h is  po lice on a “ w a r 
fo o tin g ”  and is banning mass 
p icke t lines on the grounds th a t 
police now had “ m ore im p o rt
an t du ties”  than  superv is ing  
dem onstra tions. The f i r s t  app li
ca tion  o f th is  ru le  was made 
aga inst a C oughlin ite  demon
s tra tio n  a t W M CA rad io  sta tion  
on Septem ber 4, p robab ly  in  o r
der to estab lish the “ im p a r t ia l
i t y ”  o f the police when in  the 
nex t days they app ly the re 
s tr ic t io n  to the la b o r m ove
m ent.

N.Y. ELECTION 
IS ROSTRUM FOR 
ANTI-WAR FIGHT

SWP National Com
mittee Emphasizes 
Value of Campaign

Bucking the 
W ar Censors

(Continued fro m  Page I )
Th is  slogan, here d a rin g ly  used by the G erm an  G enera l S ta ff 

to  help keep the  w estern fro n t qu ie t u n til Poland is  conquered, 
w il l  one day, on the lip s  o f m illio n s  o f so ld ie rs b rin g  th is  w a r to 
an end and lead to  the destruction  o f a ll the genera l s ta ffs  of 
the w a rm ake rs .

*  •  *

In  the  la s t w a r A m e rica n  loans to the  w estern  powers p layed 
a p rim e  ro le  In  th is  co u n try ’s e n try  in to  the  w a r. Those loans 
were handled here by the honse o f J . P . M organ  and Co. Com ing 
back fro m  Europe la s t week, M organ  p a rr ie d  com m ent on re 
po rts  th a t h is  f i rm  w ould  aga in  be nam ed o ff ic ia l agents fo r  the 
B r it is h  governm ent In  th is  coun try  and then added: “ I t  w ould 
be a n a tu ra l th in g , i f  they w anted an A m e rica n  agent, th a t they 
w ould  c a ll upon ns to repea t ou r p e rfo rm ance .”

T h a t “ pe rfo rm ance ”  led  th is  coun try  in to  w a r. A re  we going 
to le t M organ  and the re s t o f the 60 F a m ilie s  repea t it?

» *  *

Censorship b lankets a ll the news fro m  Europe, b u t even the  
N ew  Y o rk  T im es a d m its  th a t the cloud o f con tro lled  news is 
th ic k e r o ve r the so-called “ dem ocracies”  than the hated to ta li
tä r  Ians.

R e fe rr in g  to the  “ i r r i ta t in g  de lays”  ou t o f the w estern cap i
ta ls , as w e ll as ou t o f Moscow, the T im es su rp r is in g ly  adds: 
" I n  Rome and B e r lin  m ore  favo rab le  conditions e x is t a t th is  
w r it in g , since there  is as ye t no p r io r  censorship o f outgoing 
news d ispatches.”  .

C ham berla in  and D a lad ie r are  ove r-tak ing  and surpassing 
D ic ta to r H it le r  a t a d izzy pace indeed!

W hile  newspaper headlines scream ed about the torpedoing, 
she lling , and even the gassing o f the lin e r  A then la , i t  was p r i
va te ly  a d m itted  by nava l and o ther a u tho ritie s  in  th is  country 
th a t G erm an respons ib ility  fo r  the s ink ing  o f the ship was m ost 
u n like ly . L ik e lie s t op in ion : th a t the ship h it  a m isp laced B r it is h  
m ine. N o t a t a ll u n like ly , the  B r it is h  a d m ira lty  sank the ship 
its e lf to  w in  a m a jo r success in  propaganda a im ed a t w inn ing  
th is  coun try  over to  ea rly  en try  in to  the w a r. * 1 2 3 * 1 2 3

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
ed the loca l o rgan iza tion  th a t 
“ the N a tiona l C om m ittee con
siders the p lac ing  of ou r tw o 
counc ilm an ic  candidates on the 
b a llo t and the securing  o f the 
necessary s ignatures, as the 
fo rem ost task o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
organ iza tion  in  the an ti-w a r 
cam paign, and th a t a ll energy 
be concentrated on i t  u n til com 
p le ted .”

M ax Shachtm an is the cand i
date fo r  the B ronx  and George 
L ym a n  Paine fo r  M anhattan , 
runn ing  on a p la tfo rm  o f ir r e 
concilab le  opposition to w a r 
and fasc ism  and support fo r  in 
dependent labo r p o lit ica l ac
tion .

Canvassers Get Results
The D owntown b ranch re 

ports  an in tensive cam pa ign  of 
house to  house canvassing fo r  
s ignatures. R eturns fro m  the 
canvassers are h ig h ly  encourag
ing . They are m e t w ith  sym pa
thy and c o rd ia lity  w herever 
they ask fo r  s ignatures. A  copy 
o f the Socia lis t Appeal le ft  a fte r 
securing a s igna tu re  m akes a 
prospective subscribe r ou t of 
the s igner.

B ronx  p a rty  and youth  m em 
bers have not on ly  canvassed 
fro m  house to house, b u t have 
set up benches on busy corners 
where a n ti-w a r and anti-Cough
lin  pam phlets and copies o f the 
S oc ia lis t Appeal and the New 
In te rn a tio n a l are  d isp layed. A p 
p ro p ria te  banners are p laced 
back o f the benches, and a 
group o f canvassers stand a t 
the bench shouting a n ti-w a r 
and an ti-fasc is t slogans.

The canvassers ask a ll who 
stop to sign the pe titions fo r  the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  cand i
dates. W ith  th is  e ffec tive  m e tb  
od they have averaged a s igna
tu re  a m inu te  a t a bench.

The U pper W est Side and 
E a s t Side branches also re p o rt 
good resu lts  w ith  nom ina ting  
petitions.

The C ity  O ffice  ask a ll sym 
path izers to  vo lun tee r fo r  can
vassing.

OVERHEARD AT THE 
HEARINGS OF THE 
DIES COMMITTEE

E a r l B row de r has been 
hav ing  some hea rt-to -heart 
ta lks  w ith  the D ies C om m it
tee. The h igh  po in t o f h is  tes
tim o n y  so fa r  cam e when 
C ha irm an  D ies asked h im  
w ha t he w ould do about C.P. 
m em bers who c ritic is e d  the 
S ta lin -H itle r pact.

‘ ‘T h a t w ould  dem onstra te  
a m ost serious la ck  o f un
derstand ing  o f p o lit ic a l con
s ide ra tions ,”  r e p l i e d  t h e  
Kansas sage, ‘ ‘because the 
na tiona l in te rests  o f A m erica  
have been helped by the 
N azi-Sovie t pact, w h ich  is 
good fo r  the P a rty  and fo r  
the U n ited  S tates.”

‘ ‘And i t  w ould be ground 
fo r  expu ls ion?”  asked Dies.

“ C e rta in ly ,”  said B row d 
er.

W hich coun try  w ould you 
support, he was la te r asked, 
i f  A m erica  w ent to w a r w ith  
Russia? Such an “ unhappy”  
sta te  o f events, he rep lied  
so lem nly, could on ly  come 
about i f  the T ro tsky ite s  seiz
ed con tro l o f the Soviet U n 
ion. In  th a t case, he would 
fa vo r w a r aga inst Russia.

I t  is  w o rth  no ting , by the 
w ay, th a t B row der, who has 
tire le ss ly  denounced as stool 
pigeons a ll ex -rad ica ls  who 
have tes tified  before the D ies 
C om m ittee , m ade h is  ap
pearance there  v o lu n ta r ily , 
w ithou t being served a sub
poena, a t h is  own request. 
B row der seems to be ha rd  
up fo r  audiences these days.

yPSL Notice
Y .P .S .L . S acrifice  m em 

bersh ip  m eeting  S aturday, 
Septem ber 9 a t 8 P .M . a t 
I r v in g  P laza. N a than  Gonld 
w il l  re p o rt on the W ar and 
the Y .P .S .L . F a ll  p rog ram  of 
songs, dances and en te rta in 
m en t w i l l  fo llow . P a r t y  
m em bers and o the r fr iends  
and sym path izers o f the 
League are inv ited .

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL

MINNEAPOLIS UNIONS RALLY TO 
DEFENSE OF INDICTED STRIKERS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
lu tion , to  be in troduced  a t the 
com ing convention o f the M in 
nesota F edera tion  o f L a b o r, fo r  
a one-day genera l s tr ike  in  p ro 
test aga inst the a rrests.

M iles  Dunne, secre ta ry  o f the 
Team sters J o in t Council, 
speaking a t the m eeting, to ld  
o f the use o f F B I agents in  the 
gove rnm en t’s a tte m p t to break 
the s tr ike . He suggested th a t 
unionists g ive app ropria te  
greetings to F B I agents and 
stool pigeons who fro m  now on 
w il l  be in fes ting  a ll labo r m ee t
ings. He to ld  the delegates th a t 
there was no th ing  in  the consti
tu tio n  w h ich  gave Roosevelt the 
r ig h t to fo rb id  W PA w orkers 
fro m  s tr ik in g , and showed th a t 
the e ffo r t to  sm ash the M inne 
apolis s tr ike  was an a tte m p t to 

low er the liv in g  standards o f

Who Is Winston Churchill?
.B y  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y .

W inston C h u rch ill is  the new ly-appointed 
F ir s t  L o rd  o f the A d m ira lty —the head o f the 
B r it is h  N avy.

W inston C h u rch ill Is one o f the new m em 
bers o f the C ham berla in  cab inet.

W inston C h u rch ill is the m an scheduled to 
be the n e x t P rim e  M in is te r o f E ng land , re 
p lac ing  the d ecrep it C ham berla in . 
H IG H L IG H T S  O F C A R E E R

B u t there  is  m uch m ore  in  the record  o f th is  
m an. We l is t  below  fo u r o f the h igh ligh ts  o f 
his ca re e r:

(1) He was the  m an who organized the no
to rious D ardane lles o r  G a llip o li cam paign 
conducted by the B r it is h  A rm y  in  the F ir s t  
W orld  W ar.

In  th is  cam paign—w h ich  m il i ta r y  au th o ri
ties recognize as the m ost bloody, in e ffic ie n t 
and treacherous cam paign in  m ili ta r y  h is to ry  — 
ove r 1,000,000 w ere s laughtered by the T u rk 
ish T roops. F ra c t ic a ily  a ll o f these m en w ere 
H indu  and M oslem  troops re c ru ite d  in  In d ia . 
The penninsula o f G a llip o li was drenched in  
the blood o f B r it is h  co lon ia l slaves, who died 
in  a fu t ile  a tte m p t to take  Constantinople 
( Is ta n b u l) . «
A N T I-S O V IE T

(2) W inston C h u rch ill was la te r L lo yd  
George’s S ecre ta ry  o f W ar. He was the m an 
who sent a m ili ta r y  exped ition  in to  Russia to 
help the W hite  G uard  arm ies in  the strugg le  
aga inst the new ly-born  Sovie t U nion. He was 
in  the vanguard  o f the im p e r ia lis t invas ion  o f 
w o rke rs ’ Russia.

(3) W inston C h u rch ill was the  m an  who led

dia. Th is  “ S lave”  C onstitu tion  a im ed a t cen
tra liz in g  a ll o f In d ia  under m il i ta r y  con tro l, 
bu t g ran ted  ce rta in  lim ite d  concessions in  the 
p a rlia m e n ta ry  f ie ld  to the na tive  people. 
C h u rch ill opposed the s ligh tes t concession to 
the In d ia n  people. He w anted fu l l  m ili ta r y  d ic 
ta to rsh ip  over In d ia , w ith  abso lute ly  no con
cessions.

(4) W inston C h u rch ill was the m an who led 
E n g la n d ’s m ost extrem e w a r m ongers against 
the C ham berla in  “ Appeasem ent”  (rem em ber 
tha t? ) po licy . He w anted w a r, im m ed ia te  w a r, 
b ru ta l and f in a l w a r.
W H AT W AR IS  ABO UT

W inston C h u rch ill is  a supe r- im p e ria lis t, a 
s u p e r-m ilita r is t, a super-labor ha te r, a super
reac tiona ry .

The fa c t th a t th is  m an is conducting  the w a r 
fo r  the B r it is h  is  p roo f in  its e lf w ha t the w a r 
is a ll about.

I t  is an im p e r ia lis t w a r fo r  colonies, fo r  the 
r ig h t to e xp lo it co lon ia l peoples.

I t  is  n o t a w a r in  the in te rests  o f w orkers  
o r o f the  co lon ia l people.

We can re s t assured th a t every  In d ia n  w o rk 
e r and peasant, every  co lon ia l s lave in  the 
B r it is h  E m p ire  knows w ha t lies  behind th is  
w a r. The appo in tm ent o f W inston C h u rch ill 
helps s tr ip  aw ay a ll illus ions . W inston C hurch
i l l  is  the m ost hated im p e r ia lis t in  the  en tire  
B r it is h  E m p ire . T h is  w a r is hated by 500,000,- 
000 people in  the  B r it is h  E m p ire . They w il l  
use i t  as an o ppo rtun ity  to s tr ik e  heavy blows 
aga inst B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  and fo r  freedom , 
the  f ig h t aga inst the N ew  C onstitu tion  fo r  In -

w orke rs  a ll over the coun try .
T om  Mooney v is ited  the ja i l 

ed s tr ik e rs  before addressing 
the La b o r D ay p icn ic  here la s t 
Sunday. C om m enting on his 
speech the N orthw est O rgan iz
e r, Team sters Jo in t C ouncil o r 
gan sta ted :
“ W hile lash ing  ou t a t the ou t
rageous in ju s tice  done the 
W PA s tr ike rs , Mooney concen
tra te d  h is a tta ck  on L inus 
G lotzbach, W PA a d m in is tra to r 
and U.S. A tto rn e y  Anderson, 
c la im in g  th a t they  w ere c ra ck 
ing  down on the unem ployed in  
o rde r ‘ to em barass R oosevelt.’

“ He sought to  absolve the 
P res iden t fro m  respons ib ility  
fo r  the recen t a ttacks on the 
unem ployed, ove rlook ing  the 
fa c t th a t Roosevelt h im se lf had 
proposed the slash on W PA, has 
defended the c u t fro m  the  p re 
v a ilin g  wage to the  ‘s e c u rity ’ 
wage, and helped sm ash the 
s tr ike  by h is treacherous sta te
m en t th a t ‘you can ’t  s tr ike  
aga inst the  gove rnm en t.’

"W h ile  denouncing G lotzbach 
as a ‘G a rn e rc ra t’ and an ene
m y o f the N ew D eal, Mooney 
fa ile d  to m ention  th a t P res ident 
Roosevelt pe rsona lly  elevated 
G lotzbach to  reg iona l W PA d i
re c to r fo r  h is w o rk  in  c ra ck in g  
down on the W PA s tr ik e  in  M in 
nesota.”

The a rrested  s tr ik e rs  are o r
ganized in  the Jail. The f i r s t  
th in g  they d id  was to e lec t M ax 
G eldm an, leader o f F ede ra l 
W orkers Section o f G enera l 
D rive rs  Loca l 544, as th e ir  J a il 
TTuion s tew ard . The encourag
in g  s o lid a r ity  o f the labo r 
m ovem ent has ke p t the m ora le  
of the  ja ile d  s tr ik e rs  h igh.

YO U  A R E  IN V IT E D  to Join the 
La b o r Bookshop C ircu la tin g  
L ib ra ry . H undreds o f tit le s . 
L a te s t novels, M a rx ia n  class
ics , books on Econom ics, H is 
to ry , e tc. Low est ra tes in  the 
c ity ! 15c per week. Jo in  now ! 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace.

A  R EQ U EST

A ll  ava ilab le  copies o f Vo l. 
3 N o. 9 o f th is  ye a r’s Appeal 
are  needed fo r  purposes o f 
b ind ing .

We w ou ld  apprec ia te  I t  I f  
Appea l readers w ou ld  send 
in  as m any copies o f th is  is 
sue as they m ay have a v a il
able.

Come to the Anti-W ar Fighters

DANCE and ENTERTAINMENT
S A T U R D A Y , SEP TE M B E R  16th at 9 P. M. 

Irving Plaza Ballroom
(N ew ly  Redecorated)

15th S tree t and I r v in g  P lace

O N T H E  P R O G R AM  
A rch ie  Savage

In  a A fro -A m e rica n  vers ion  o f Cuban dances 
Dewey Johnson

Fam ous N egro  B a ritone  in  some o ld  and new  fa vo rite s
T rin id a d  Calypso Singers

In  a presen ta tion  o f to p ica l and in tim a te  songs
B  &  L  ?? !!

In  severa l jazz versions o f the  m odern dance 
e tc ., e tc ., etc.

Music by SAVOY BEARCATS
Tickets 75c On Sale at:

L a b o r  B o o k  S h o p  

So c ia l is t  W o r k e r s  P a r t y  
116 University Place

The Negro and W ar
I I

Before H itle r marched into Poland, a great many people 
kept hoping against hope that a war would not take place 
after all. That is merely behaving like the ostrich and pre
tending that something isn't there, because with our heads 
dug into the ground, we cannot see it. Now, today, they 
keep hoping that America w ill not go in. They trust Roose
velt when he says he w ill try  to keep America out. These 
people are blind to the signs o f the times. Every move that 
Roosevelt makes is towards dragging America in.

Take the question o f armaments. During the last five 
years, every great country doubled and trebled its arma
ments. Guns and more guns, battleships, submarines and 
airplanes; soldiers and more soldiers. Whereas in 1932, 
Great Britain spent 426 millions o f dollars on armaments, 
in 1938 she spent 1065 millions. H itle r made Germany into 
one large armament industry. Both armed for the war they 
knew was coming. But the United States did the same. In  
1932 Roosevelt asked Congress fo r 667 millions o f dollars 
but in 1938 he asked fo r and got 1065 millions, nearly twice 
as much, and in 1939 he got two billions. W hy? He and 
Congress, like the other war-mongers in Europe, know that 
today no country can attack America. But Roosevelt and 
the American capitalists are not going to keep out when the 
other imperialist countries are fighting to divide Asia and 
A frica  and the markets in Latin-America. They have to be 
in, to share in the division. So that when we turn a deaf 
ear to all Roosevelt’s spectacular appeals for peace, and 
pay attention, not to what he is saying but to what he is 
doing, we can see that like the rest he is hiding his actions 
fo r war behind a mass o f words fo r peace. Remember that 
Wilson played the same trick  in  1917.

Negroes Wanted— To Die
Roosevelt is preparing to go in. The d irty  bloody work 

is going to be done, and as usual whenever d irty  work has 
to be done, the Negroes are going to be called upon to  do 
the dirtiest part o f it. Whenever blood is to be shed, the 
rulers o f this country see to it  that the Negroes shed theirs. 
That is a privilege and an honor o f which they never de
prive the Negro. They take away his vote, give him the 
worst jobs, shove him into the dirtiest slums, kick him out 
o f restaurants, lynch him. But when they want people to 
die fo r “ democracy” , to dig trenches in France, to build 
roads, to clean latrines, while enemy bombers rain their 
bombs, then they are sure to come looking fo r Negroes. 
There the rulers o f this country are perfectly w illing to 
see that Negroes have their fu ll rights.

But 1939 is not 1914. Today hundreds o f thousands o f  
Negroes are saying to themselves:

“ W hy should I  shed my blood for Roosevelt's America, 
fo r Cotton Ed Smith and Senator Bilbo, for the whole 
Jim Crow, Negro-hating South, fo r the low-paid, d irty  
jobs fo r which Negroes have to fight, fo r the few dollars 
o f relief and the insults, discrimination, police brutality 
and perpetual poverty to which Negroes are condemned 
even in the more liberal North.

“ And in any case, Negro or not, fo r what is Roosevelt 
preparing to drag this country into a war? W hy should 
any poor worker shed his blood? The white man who 
works in  the factory or in the hotel w ith me, despises me 
because I  am a Negro. But he is very little  better o ff than 
I  am. Since the crisis he and I  have often stood outside the 
relief bureau together, we have fought side by side in the 
CIO unions, and he is beginning to see that he and I  are 
fellow workers first, last, and all the time. Before we are 
ready to die fo r our country, we should have a country to 
live for. And what part o f this country is ours? We pro
duce and fo r centuries we have produced the wealth o f 
this country. But what do we get in return? And Negroes 
in particular.”

When the ordinary working Negro asks these questions, 
what can the war-mongers say to him? Nothing. Nothing 
but lies and empty promises o f better treatment in the fu 
ture. And that is why the Republican Party and the Demo
cratic Party and the Communist Party make special appeals 
to the Negro on every conceivable topic, but keep fa r away 
from the war question.

(Continued in  Next Issue)
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w orke r.
2. Open the id le  fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F ede ra l pub lic  w orks 

and housing p rog ram .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  530-weekly m in im u m  wage— 

30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r  a l l  w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility
a' pension.
6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F a m ilie s .
7. AU w a r funds to the unem ployed.
8. A  people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.
10. A n  independent Labo r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  

and F asc is t a ttacks.
12. F u ll  socia l, p o lit ic a l and econom ic equa lity  

fo r the N egro people.

Iron Rations
New York City has the highest relief stand

ards in the country, over eight times as high as 
those o f the lowest state. New Y ork ’s reliefers 
get just about as much— or rather, as little— to 
eat as the'Nazi regime today allows its people as 
their wartime rations. Specifically:

G E R M A N S
M e a t: 25 ounces a 

week.
D a iry  P roducts, o ils  

and fa ts : 2 ounces a 
day.

S ugar: 10 ounces a
l^6€kt

M i lk :  less than  Yt 
p in t a day.

C offee : 2 ounces a 
seek.

B re a k fa s t Foods: 5 
ounces a week.

N. Y . R E L IE F E R S ' 
M ea t: 20 to 32 ounc

es a week.
D a iry  P r o d u c t s ,  

e tc .: 2 ounces a day.
S u g a r :  10 t o  14 

ounces a  week.
M ilk :  1 p in t a day. 
C offee: 4 ounces a 

week.
. B r e a k f a s t  Foods: 
20 to 32 ounoes a 
week.

We are indebted fo r this damning parallel to 
the N. Y. Post, which also finds the parallel 
damning, but in another way. The Post, which is 
ardently pro-war, presents these figures as proof 
o f the horrors o f Hitlerism. “ Look 1”  it  exclaims 
in effect. “ See how badly off the Germans are! 
They only get as much to eat as our own unem
ployed do!’’ But we think the moral should be 
stood on its head: the jobless in the richest na
tion in the world are already liv ing on the war
time diet o f blockaded Germany.

H ears t M agazines, In c ., reported  ne t p ro fits  fo r  
the f i r s t  h a lf o f 1939 w ere $1,488,877, com pared 
w ith  $1,235,883 fo r  the com parable  1938 period . 
T he re ’s gold in  th a t there  s w ill.

John L. Lewis
In  our last issue, we quoted part o f the war

mongering speech which John L. Lewis deliver
ed to last Fall's CIO  convention in Pittsburgh. 
On Labor Day, Lewis delivered an address in 
Ogden. Utah. The differences between the two 
speeches should be carefully noted.

A t Pittsburgh Lewis had said almost nothing 
about strikes, unemployment, wage standards 
and such matters, and had waxed eloquent on 
the beauties o f the New Deal and the glories of 
the coming crusade for democracy. This empha
sis was just reversed in the Labor Day speech. 
In his most blistering style he accused the politic
al leaders of the nation— and he made no dis
tinction between the “ lories and the Adminis
tration— of “ incompetence,”  “ callous indiffer
ence”  and “ cold brutality”  toward labor and the 
unemployed.

And he came out against American participa
tion in the w a r:

“ Labor in America wants no war nor any 
part o f war! Labor wants the right to work 
and live— not the privilege of dying by gun
shot or poison gas to sustain the mental er
rors of current statesmen. Countries in the 
Western hemisphere are self-contained and 
have no need to participate in the festering 
intrigues and ancient political quarrels of 
Europe. . . . The country is being told of the 
statesmen and national leaders who are 
spending sleepless nights in worry over the 
situation in Europe. In every way how 
much better it would be i f  some statesmen 
would spend a few nights in devising a way 
for one-fourth o f America’s workers to get 
a job at a wage that would keep them 
alive!"

These remarks against the W ar Deal reflect 
prim arily Lewis’ response to the growing disil
lusion with Roosevelt o f the CIO ranks. (The 
Soviet-Nazi Pact is probably a second factor. 
Lewis, a realist where his own interests are con
cerned, is evidently getting out from under the 
collapsing line o f his C.P. allies.)

But in what direction is his quest for a 
new political base taking Lewis? In  the same 
speech, in Republican terminology he denounced 
“ thoughtless and badly executed experimenta
tion”  as largely responsible for the present situa
tion, viewed w ith alarm the national debt, which 
“ has already reached such proportions that it 
may never be liquidated by orthodox methods,” 
and even grumbled like an old-fashioned protec
tionist about Secretary H u ll’s reciprocal trade 
agreements. Lewis in the Republican camp may 
seem fantastic to those who not so long ago 
hailed him as the savior o f American labor. But 
Lewis has never been either a savior or a Moses. 
He has always been little more than an excep
tionally’ shrewd and forceful old-style “ labor 
leader.”  ' x

A  speech on a ceremonial occasion by the head 
o f the C IO  is no substitute fo r the necessary 
concrete program of the CIO against the W ar 
Deal. The CIO, the unions o f the most decisive 
section o f the American working class, have it 
in  their power to deliver tremendous blows 
against the war-makers. The forthcoming 'con
vention o f the CIO, i f  the ranks throughout the 
country see to it, can adopt a program and shove 
it  down the throat o f every Congressman at the 
special session which Roosevelt is planning to 
call fo r his war plans.

A  job fo r every worker, and to provide it— all 
war funds to the unemployed! Down w ith the 
w a r! Let the people vote on i t ! Stop Roosevelt’s 
war plans— defeat his attempt to abolish the em
bargo provisions o f the Neutrality A c t! These 
are among the most important planks in the pro
gram which the CIO  should adopt— and which 
the CIO convention w ill adopt i f  the CIO  mem
bership makes its wishes known.

P res iden t W illia m  Green o f the A m e rica n  Fed
e ra tion  o f La b o r ca lled  upon the G erm an w orkers  
to refuse to support w a r p repa ra tions  ‘ ‘and the 
w a r d rive  w h ich  is  now  being m ade by th e ir  N azi 
leaders .”  N ow , B il l,  i f  you ’d p ra c tice  a t home 
w h a t you p reach abroad, w e ’l l  get places in  the 
s trugg le  aga inst w a r, and apropos, w e ’l l  dislodge 
the bosses o ff ou r backs.

Judas Goats
Even sheep in the stockyards do not w illingly 

go to the slaughter. They herd together fo r mu
tual protection when the gates are opened to the 
chutes leading to the k illing  pens. Every one 
who has ever worked in the Chicago stockyards 
knows what a “ Judas Goat”  is. Patriarchal, ex
perienced old goats are put in w ith the sheep. 
These goats are trained, when the gates open, to 
walk down the chute to the k illing  pens. The 
sheep folloiv and, one by one, have their throats 
cut. The Judas Goat goes back to lead another 
herd down the fatal runway. There are goats in 
the stockyards who have led literally millions of 
sheep to their death.

There are also Judas Goats in the world of 
men, leaders o f the workingclass who have led 
and are leading millions o f workers to their 
deaths on the battlefields o f imperialist war. Like 
their stockyard prototypes, these human Judas 
Goats don’t get killed themselves.

Such were, in the last war, the French Social
ists Cachin and Guesde, the British Socialist 
Hyndman, the Russians Kropotkin and Plekhan- 
ov, the American Gompers, the Germans Ebert 
and Scheidemann and Kautsky. Such are, in this 
war, Thorez and Cachin and Jouhaux and C it
rine (the latter three did it  in 1914 too) and 
practically the entire top leadership o f the French 
and English trade union movements. And over 
here, in this pre-war period, we have our own 
Judas Goats— the Browders and Hathaways o f 
the Communist Party, the Lees and Waldmans 
o f the Social Democratic Federation, the editors 
of the liberal weeklies, the Brouns and Lassers 
and LaGuardias and Marcantonios and— the 
greatest Judas Goat o f all— Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt.

Says th a t M o ra l R e-A rm am ent m an, F ra n k  
Buchm an: “ A wave o f unselfishness sweeping 
th rough  our nation and every o ther nation would 
be the perm anent answer to w a r .”  W ell, who w il l  
be the f i r s t  to become unselfish? W e’l l  g ive you 
odds, though, th a t i t  w il l be the w orkers who w ill 
be asked to be unselfish.

Not Enough
Delegates to the National Council of Method

ist Youth adopted a resolution September 4 de
claring they would “ refuse to support or par
ticipate in any war in which the United States 
may engage."

We congratulate these young men and women 
and we respect their determination to stand by 
their decision despite the hounding to which they, 
w ill be subjected.

The fight against war, however, cannot be 
separated from the fight against capitalism. Capi
talism breeds war as its natural progeny. Only 
those who understand this and who jo in  in the 
irreconcilable class struggle against capitalism, 
w ill remain anti-war fighters to the end.

It Won't Take Three Years to Drive 
The U. S. Into the War This T ime

New Deal Transformed into W ar Deal as the Representa
tives of Big Business Openly Take over the Reins of Gov
ernment and Prepare the Rule of War-time Dictatorship

By D W IG H T  M AC D O N ALD
I t  took a lm ost three years fo r 

the U n ited  States to get in to  the 
la s t w a r. I t  seems safe to p re 
d ic t, tha t, i f  the present w ar 
lasts th a t long, we w il l  be in  i t  
before i t  ce lebrates its  f i r s t  an
n ive rsa ry . A lready  the stage is 
set, and the A d m in is tra tio n  is 
w a itin g  im p a tie n tly  in  the w ings 
fo r  its  entrance cue. Social Se
c u r ity  cards have been tu rned 
over to the W ar D epartm ent, to 
be used when the appointed 
tim e  comes as a handy index of 
the n a tio n ’s m an-power, com 
plete w ith  names and address
es. The T reasu ry  D epartm ent, 
accord ing to the N . Y . H era ld - 
T ribune  fo r  A ugust 31, has 
made a ll a rrangem ents to p r in t 
a new issue o f L ib e rty  Bonds. 
The D epa rtm en t o f Justice has 
a lready begun an anti-espion
age cam paign. ‘ ‘There w il l  be 
no repe tition  o f the  s itua tion  in  
1917, when a dem ocracy was 
unprepared to m eet the espion
age p ro b le m ,”  says A tto rney- 
G eneral M u rphy . The W ar R e
sources B oard , h e a d e d  b y  
C ha irm an S te ttin ius o f U.S. 
Steel, has been set up to ru le  
A m erican  econom ic life  w ith  
d ic ta to r ia l powers the day w a r 
is declared. The A d m in is tra tio n  
is a lready  w o rk ing  on p lans to 
curb  w a r p ro fite e rin g  and to 
la y  in  stocks o f necessary w a r 
m a te ria ls  no t produced in  th is  
coun try , such as tin , m angan
ese, and rubbe r.

A pa rag raph  buried  deep in  
the N . Y . T im es of Septem ber 
2 revea ls w ha t is behind a ll 
th is  a c t iv ity :

“ P res ident Roosevelt has 
been te llin g  fr iends  recen tly  
th a t the U n ited  States m ust be 
fa r  be tte r p repared fo r  an 
em ergency, i f  one comes, than 
i t  was in  1917, and the feve rish  
a c tiv ity  am ong departm ents 
concerned w ith  m ili ta ry ,  nava l 
and in d u s tr ia l preparedness 
continued today. On severa l oc
casions la te ly , the P res ident has 
pointed ou t the lapse o f tim e  
between th is  c o u n try ’s dec la ra 
tion  o f w a r in  1917 and the de
p a rtu re  o f the f i r s t  troop  ships 
fo r  E u rope .”

The ac tua l ou tbreak o f w ar 
has enorm ously speeded up the 
process o f tra n s fo rm in g  the 
New D eal in to  the W ar D eal. 
B y  now, the v ita l departm ents 
in  W ashington are dom inated 
by the trus ted  agents o f the b ig  
bourgeoisie. These m en are 
m os tly  assis tan t secre taries o f 
th is  o r tha t, m em bers o f the 
“ L it t le  C ab ine t” . There is  Lou
is Johnson in  the W ar Departs 
m ent, c rea to r o f the W ar Indus
tr ie s  B oard , hardbo iled  reac
tio n a ry  Leg ionna ire  and fr ie n d  
o f b ig  business. There is Sum
ner W elles in the State D epa rt
m ent, w ea lthy  and a ris to c ra tic  
ca reer d ip lom a t, who has m ore 
o r less openly shoved aside his 
ch ie f, the m ild , id e a lis tic  Cor

de ll H u ll. There is John W. 
Hanes in  the T re a su ry  D e p a rt
m ent, who made a fo rtune  in  
W all S tree t bfore he cam e to 
the ‘ T re a su ry  la s t yea r, ana 
■who was in  com plete charge of 
the depa rtm en t u n til S ecre tary 
M orgenthau got back fro m  his 
vacation  a fe w  days ago.

Messrs. H u ll and M orgenthau 
are genera lly  considered the 
extrem e r ig h t w ing of the Cab
ine t, bu t they are re a l lib e ra is  
com pared to M essrs. Johnson. 
Hanes and W elles. N o t th a t i t  
w ould m ake m uch d iffe rence 
since, in  tim e  o f w a r, a ll sec
ondary d is tinc tions  of “ consur 
v a tiv e ”  and “ l ib e ra l”  drop 
away and on ly the p r im a ry  la 
bel, “ bourgeois” , rem ains. 
“ D O L L A R -A -Y E A R ”
M E N  A G A IN

M orgen thau ’s f i r s t  a c t on gel 
ting  back fro m  abroad fo r  ex
am ple, was to appo in t three 
specia l assistants. They are : 
W. R. Burgess, v ice -cha irm an  
o f the g rea t N a tiona l C ity  Bank 
of New Y o rk ; T om  K . S m ith , a 
St. Louis banker; and E a rle  
B a lllle , pa rtn e r in  the pow erfu l 
p riva te  bank ing  f i r m  o f J. & W. 
Seligm an. B a illie  was a T reas
u ry  o ff ic ia l fo r  a few  weeks sev
e ra l years ago, u n til he res ign
ed because of the New D ea l’s 
.‘ ’ra d ic a lis m ” . Now he g lad ly  
re tu rns  “ to serve his co u n try ”  
a t $1 a year.

L ik e  th e ir  predecessors in  the 
las t w a r, these do lla r-a -year 
m en—and the im m inence  of 
ou r e n try  in to  the w a r is 
m arked  by th e ir  reappearance 
—are w illin g  to g ive up high- 
sa la ried  posts in  o rde r to p ro 
te c t th e ir  genera l class in te r 
ests. In  w a r, the suprem e c ris is  
o f ca p ita lism , the governm ent 
becomes openly and w ithou t 
any foo ling  around w ha t M a rx  
ca lled  i t :  “ the executive  com 
m itte e  o f the bourgeois ie” . And 
ju s t as E a r l B a illie  w ould ex
pect no pay fo r  se rv ing  on the 
board o f U . S. Steel, In c ., so he 
expects no pay fo r  h is services 
on the board o f U .S .A ., In c .

A g lim pse of w ha t is happen
ing  in  the upper reaches o f the 
W ar D eal was p rov ided  in  a re 
cent co lum n by A r th u r  K ro ck , 
ch ie f p o lit ic a l w r ite r  fo r  the 
N . Y . T im es. M r . K ro ck , whose 
son T o m m y la te ly  re tu rned 
fro m  fig h tin g  fo r  F ranco  in 
Spain, is a b itte r  reac tiona ry . 
As the New D eal has been 
tra n s fo rm e d  in to  the W ar D eal, 
h is a ttitude  has changed ac
co rd ing ly , fro m  h o s tility  to sus
p ic ion  to cautious approbation 
and now to som eth ing  v e ry  
close to enthusiasm .

“ L a te ly ,”  he w rite s , “ the 
P res ident has been rece iv ing , 
m ore  and m ore, counselors o f 
w hom  E . R . S te ttin ius J r . ,  U.S. 
Steel head, is a type . They have 
been ca llin g  a t his request to 
discuss prob lem s concerned 
w ith  na tiona l se cu rity  and de

fense. In  any scheme o f na tion 
a l u n ity  such m en m ust have 
th a t continuous access to M r. 
Roosevelt w h ich  fo r  some tim e  
has been confined to m em bers 
of the one New D eal group 
w hich is a lw ays u rg ing  h im  to 
’f ig h t ’ one econom ic, socia l o r 
p o lit ic a l class on beha lf o f an
other.

“ E ve r since the th re a t o f E u 
ropean w a r became acute, 
some observers profess to have 
noted a g row ing  coolness a t the 
W hite House tow ard  th is  type 
of P res iden tia l adviser, beg in
n ing w ith  a re b u ff o f th e ir  p ro 
test aga inst the S te ttin ius 
board. Those observers say th a t 
consultants on the P res iden t’s 
rad io  speech la s t n ig h t d id  not 
include those m akers o f acid 
phrases, those buglers o f class 
ba ttle , whose con tribu tions  
have often been found in  W hite 
House o ra to ry , bu t were headed 
by S ecre tary  o f State H u ll and 
U nder-S ecre tary W elles, ve ry  
d iffe re n tly  disposed counsellors 
indeed.”

Even before A m e ric a ’s e n try  
in to  w ar, then. W all S tree t has 
qu ite  openly taken charge o f the 
governm ent. F ro m  th a t fa c t 
alone, even i f  we d id  no t know 
the contents of the d ic ta to r ia l 
In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  P lan , 
we know w ha t “ dem ocracy”  
we are going to get in the "w a r  
fo r  dem ocracy .”

Irish Show Hostility  
To British Rulers
I r is h  R epublican A rm y  

men stripped  tw o B r it is h  sol
d ie rs o f th e ir  u n ifo rm s  and 
shot another in  a fig h t, in  B e l
fast, Ire la n d , in  a wave o f an
ti-B r it is h  inc idents th roughout 

I'l cm and th is w ee*.
The Ir is h  people’s h o s tility  

to B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  made 
im possib le any o ther course 
than  a dec la ra tion  o f Ir is h  
n e u tra lity  in  the w a r by the 
D a il E ira n n , b u t P resident 
De V a le ra ’s hounding o f Ir is h  
revo lu tion is ts  continued.

U nder the “ Offenses 
A ga ins t the State A c t”  passed 
e a rly  th is  year, the I.R .A . has 
been declared an ille g a l o r 
gan ization  and th is  was sup
p lem ented la s t week by a De 
V a le ra  p roc lam a tion  se tting  
up specia l courts  to  deal w ith  
persons a rrested  under the 

A c t, and estab lish ing  “ in te rn 
m en t cam ps”  in  w h ich  sus
pected persons m a y  be de
ta ined  w h ile  the A c t rem a ins  
in  fo rce .

A rm y  o ffice rs  o f  no t less 
rank  than  th a t o f C om m and
an t are among those who w il l  
constitu te  the specia l courts.

M ore than  fo r ty  I.R .A . m en 
were arrested  by the Ir is h  
G overnm ent in  the la te s t in 
cidents.

Trotsky Statement to the Press 
O n the German-Russian Alliance

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

not counted. U surers, speculators and m araud 
ers a lw ays th r iv e  on w a r. The K re m lin  sup
p lied  pe tro leum  fo r  the Ita lia n  cam paign 
aga inst Abyssin ia . In  Spain the K re m lin  
charged a double p rice  fo r  the  bad a rm s w h ich  
i t  supplied. Now the K re m lin  is expecting  to 
ge t a good p rice  fro m  H it le r  fo r  Soviet ra w  
m a te ria ls . The lackeys o f the C om in te rn  even 
here are no t ashamed to defend the  K re m lin ’s 
actions. E v e ry  honest w o rke r m us t c lench his 
f is t  a t th is  p o licy !

A Capitulation to Fascism
A basing them selves to the depths o f c y n i

c ism , the defenders o f the K re m lin  see the 
g re a t m e r it  o f S ta lin  in  th a t he is no t d ire c tly  
a ttack ing  Poland. In  th is  c ircum stance  also 
they discovered the re fu ta tio n  o f m y  prognosis. 
B u t in re a lity  I  never p red ic ted  th a t S ta lin  
would conclude an aggressive pac t w ith  H it le r . 
S ta lin  above a ll is a fra id  o f w a r. H is  po licy  of 
ca p itu la tion  tow ards Japan in  recen t years 
tes tifies  to th is . S ta lin  cannot m ake a w a r w ith  
discontented w orkers and peasants and w ith  a 

, decapitated Red A rm y . I  said i t  m any tim es in  
the last years and I  repeat i t  again. The G e r
m an-Soviet P ac t is a cap itu la tion  o f S ta lin  be
fo re  fasc is t im p e ria lis m  w ith  the end of p re 
se rv ing  the Soviet o liga rchy .

! In  a ll the p a c ifis t masquerades organized by 
the C om in tern  H it le r  was p roc la im ed the chief, 
i f  not the on ly aggressor; on the co n tra ry , 
Poland was fo r them  an innocent lam b . Now 
when H it le r  passed fro m  words to deeds and 
s ta rted  the aggression against Poland, Moscow 

j passed to deeds, too . . . and is he lp ing  H it le r . 
¡These are the s im p le  fac ts . I t  is  im possib le to 
escape fro m  them  w ith  ro tten  soph istry .

The defenders of the K re m lin  are re fe rrin g  
to the fa c t th a t Poland refused to p e rm it the 
Soviet A rm y  to enter its  te r r ito ry . We do not 
know the course o f the secret negotiations. We 
m ay a d m it th a t Poland in co rre c tly  appraised 
its  own in te rests when i t  refused the d ire c t 

; help of the Red A rm y . B u t does, fro m  the 
! Polish re fusa l to p e rm it fo re ign  a rm ies  on her

te r r ito ry , fo llo w  the r ig h t o f the K re m lin  to 
help G e rm a n y ’s invasion  o f Poland?

The K re m lin ’s advocates re fe r f in a lly  to the 
fa c t th a t the G erm an-Soviet pact broke up the 
“ a x is ,”  hav ing  iso la ted  Japan. In  re a lity  the 
USSR took Japan ’s place in  the s tru c tu re  of 
the axis. The he lp  o f the d is ta n t M ikado  to the 
m ili ta ry  operations o f H it le r  in  E urope w ould 
have an a lm ost illu s o ry  cha rac te r. On the  con
tra ry , the help o f S ta lin  has a deep, re a l va lue. 
I t  is no t su rp r is in g  th a t H it le r  p re fe rre d  the 
friendsh ip  of S ta lin  to the fr iendsh ip  o f the 
M ikado . Is  i t  possible th a t "p a c if is ts ,”  “ demo
c ra ts ”  and “ soc ia lis ts ”  can ta lk  w ith o u t b lush
ing  about th is  new  d ip lo m a tic  com bination?

Ignore Needs of Working Class
And about the w ork ingc lass these gentlem en 

do not th in k  a t a ll. M eanw hile , the chaos p ro 
voked by  the zig-zags o f the C om in te rn  in  the 
m inds o f the w orkers  is  one o f the ch ie f condi
tions fo r  fa sc is t v ic to rie s . I t  is  necessary to 
penetra te  fo r  a m om ent in to  the psychology of 
a re vo lu tio n a ry  G erm an w o rke r, who, in  dan
ger o f h is life , is lead ing  the ille g a l s trugg le  
aga inst N a tiona l Socia lism  and suddenly sees 
th a t the K re m lin , w h ich  com m ands g re a t re 
sources, n o t on ly  does no t f ig h t H it le r ,  b u t on 
the c o n tra ry , concludes an advantageous busi
ness deal on the arena o f in te rn a tio n a l ro b 
bery. Has the G erm an w o rke r no t the r ig h t to 
sp it in  the faces o f h is teachers o f yesterday?

W ithou t any doubt the w o rke rs  w il l  do it .  
The on ly  ‘m e r it ”  o f the G erm an-Soviet p a c t is 
ih a t in unve iling  the tru th  i t  broke the back
bone o f the C om in tern . F ro m  a ll countries , p a r
t ic u la r ly  fro m  F rance  and the U n ited  States, 
come testim onies o f a sharp  c ris is  in  the ranks 
of the C om in tern , of departu res o f the  im p e r
ia lis t pa tr io ts  on the one hand, and o f the 
in te rna tiona lis ts  on the o ther. No fo rce  in  the 
w orld  can stop th is  decom position. The w o rld  
p ro le ta r ia t w il l  step over the treason of the 
K re m lin  and also the cadaver o f the C om in
te rn . L . T ro tsky
September 4, 1039 
Coyoacan, D F
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Their                               By James Burnham

Government
The m ost v ic ious and the m ost dangerous lie  

about the w a r, so fa r  as th is  coun try  is  concerned, 
is th a t i t  is  being fough t “ fo r  dem ocracy”  by E n g 
land and F rance . I  am  no t going to repea t now the 
fac ts  about the "d e m o c ra tic ”  B r it is h  and F rench  
E m p ire s  w h ich , fo r  the bene fit o f a hand fu l o f in 
d u s tr ia lis ts  and bankers in  London and P a ris , hold 
in  a b je c t s la ve ry  s ix  tim es as m any hum an beings 
as H it le r  ru les. I  am  th in k in g  about a fa r  broader 
and m ore  s ta r t lin g  iro n y  in  th is  lie  o f a new  w a r 
fo r  dem ocracy.

N o t m e re ly  is i t  abso lu te ly  fa lse  th a t th is  is  a 
w a r fo r  dem ocracy. The tru th , the iro n ic  tru th , is 
th a t th is  w a r w h ich  began a week ago is the w a r 
to end dem ocracy—as dem ocracy has been known 
in the m odern w o rld —fo r a ll tim e . N ot to end i t  fo r 
the period  o f the w a r (as the d ream ers suppose), 
but fo reve r.

Bourgeois Democracy: Road's End
E ven under the barrage  o f m inu te -by-m inu te  

events th a t sw am p ou r nerves and fee lings, i t  is 
w o rth  a pause to re fle c t under a w ide r perspective 
on the close o f a g re a t p o lit ic a l e ra : the era w hich 
w itnessed the developm ent o f bourgeois dem oc
ra cy , the fo rm  o f governm ent w h ich  fo r  some 
hundreds of years the m ost advanced statesm en 
and philosophers though t to be the u ltim a te  
ach ievem ent o f p o lit ic a l m an.

F o r the dem ocracy w h ich  has ended is no t, of 
course, dem ocracy " in  gene ra l”  o r “ in  the ab
s tra c t,”  bu t one p a rt ic u la r, concrete fo rm  o f dem 
oc ra cy : nam ely , p a rlia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy based 
upon c a p ita lis t p rope rty  re la tions.

In  16th cen tu ry  E ng land , bourgeois dem ocracy 
began its  s t ir r in g  ca reer. There p a rlia m e n t, in  a l
liance w ith  the K ing , fough t the feuda l lo rd s ; and. 
la te r, in  the 17th cen tu ry , b reak ing  fro m  the K ing , 
achieved suprem acy th rough  C ro m w e ll’s revo lu tion . 
P a rlia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy was tra n s fe rre d  to  the 
U n ited  States, where i t  flou rished . In  F rance , i t  
was established by the g re a t revo lu tion . In  the 19th 
cen tu ry  i t  spread fo r  a w h ile  u n til i t  seemed des
tined to supp lan t a ll o ther gove rnm en ta l system s: 
bu t long before its  goal was reached, the re  could 
be seen the shadow o f its  e a rly  doom.

Bourgeois dem ocracy was the fo rm  o f govern
m en t best su ited to the  young, v igorous and ex
panding c a p ita lis t nations. I t  p e rm itte d  the m a x i
m um  of freedom  fo r the bourgeois ie : a llow ing  
them  to th ro w  o ff the shackles o f feuda lism , and a t 
the same tim e  to ho ld  the masses in  check. As 
ca p ita lism  reached im p e r ia lis t m a tu r ity  and old 
age, how ever, bourgeois dem ocracy became a 
lu x u ry  th a t had to be d iscarded. A fte r  the la s t w a r, 
w h ich  m arked  the tu rn in g  p o in t in to  the f in a l de
c line  o f ca p ita lism , dem ocracy could be a ffo rded 
on ly by the r ic h , fa t  em pires w h ich  could feed 
th e ir dem ocracy a t home fro m  the spoils o f the 
colonies. The im poverished, desperate nations had 
to th ro w  i t  aside, one a fte r another.

Now, w ith  the new w a r, i t  topples fro m  the last, 
re m a in in g  pedestals.

Fascism and Democracy Become Twins
The w a r has a lready , in  a week, b ridged  the  p re 

tended “ u ltim a te  g u lf”  between fasc is t and dem o
c ra t ic  im p e ria lis m . The p o lit ic a l and socia l regim es 
o f G erm any, F rance  and E ng land  become id e n tica l 
in  a ll essentia l aspects, m erged in to  the w a r d ic ta 
to rsh ips. ‘̂R e g im e n ta tio n ,”  censorship, abrogation 
of a ll c iv il  and dem ocra tic  rig h ts , w ip in g  ou t o f a ll 
opposition. . . . W here is the m ean ing fu l d if 
ference?

E x a c tly  the same th ing  w il l  happen in  the U n ited  
States as i t  nears and enters the w a r. Indeed, com 
p le te  plans fo r  the to ta lita r ia n  w a r d ic ta to rsh ip  are 

s a ll in  readiness.
B u t when the w a r is over, we are to ld , Eng land 

and F rance  and the U n ited  States w il l  im m e d ia te ly  
re tu rn  to th e ir o ld dem ocra tic  selves. V a in  hope, 
va in  and im poss ib le ! There can be no re tu rn .

There is no im p e r ia lis t so lu tion  fo r  th is  w a r. W hat
ever its  outcom e in  a m ili ta ry  sense, the socia l and 
econom ic chaos w h ich  has led to and, fa r  m ore, w ill 
re su lt fro m  the w a r is of so colossal and profound 
a ch a ra c te r th a t a recove ry  o f "n o rm a l condi
tio n s ,”  s ta b ility , secu rity , is  un th inkab le . The p rob
lem s and con flic ts  o f the post-w ar crises w il l  be 
even m ore  sha tte ring  than those o f the w a r itse lf. 
To suppose th a t these could be handled by the old- 
s ty le  bourgeois p a rlia m e n ta ry  governm ents is  re a l
ly  laughable i f  i t  w ere no t so fa ta l an illu s io n .

P a rlia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy m ig h t conce ivab ly 
lin g e r fo r  a few  years in  one o r two s m a ll and un
im p o rta n t nations, o ff the beaten tra c k  o f h is to ry— 
b u t even th is  is u n like ly . F o r the decisive sections 
o f the w o rld , its  day is over. L e t us understand 
th is . I t  is fin ished , done.

The Future of Democracy
/

Bourgeois dem ocracy goes, and w il l  no t re tu rn . 
B u t the  fa te  o f dem ocracy, o f freedom  and se lf- 
ru le  fo r  the masses o f the people, is  no t bound up 
w ith  bourgeois p a r lia m e n ta ry  governm ent. Indeed, 
bourgeois dem ocracy was never m ore  than  a de
ception  o f the masses, the  w ay in  w h ich  the bou r
geoisie enforced its  ru le  ove r the people.

The end o f bourgeois dem ocracy means s im p ly  
and c le a r ly  th a t the fa te  and fu tu re  o f dem ocracy 
is bound up ind isso lub ly  w ith  the ove rth ro w  o f the 
ru le  o f the bourgeoisie— who can no longer ru le  by 
dem ocra tic  m eans, o f th e ir  im p e ria lis m , o f th e ir  
w a r, and w ith  the v ic to ry  o f the masses in  the 
soc ia lis t re vo lu tio n  aga inst the w a r. The on ly  k ind  
o f dem ocracy possible in  the fu tu re  is  soc ia lis t 
dem ocracy.

A  w a r fo r  dem ocracy is  w e ll w o rth  fig h tin g ! B u t 
i t  is  n o t the w a r o f C ham berla in , H it le r ,  D a la d ie r 
and Roosevelt. The on ly  w a r fo r  dem ocracy is  the 
s trugg le  aga inst th e ir  w a r. L e t th is  be re m e m 
bered in  the m id s t o f the lies  o f the days to co m e !

S oc ia lis t Appea l - 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace 
New Y o rk  C ity .

I  w ou ld  like  to  ge t be tte r acqua in ted  w ith  
you r paper, the S oc ia lis t Appeal. P lease send 
m e sam ple copies fo r  the  nex t fe w  weeks.
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