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LET THE PROFITEERS DO THE DYING!
Stop Fascism 
In Am erica!

W ill Father Coughlin Become 
Dictator of the United States?

___________________ ,By JOSEPH H A N S E N --------------------------------

(F IR S T  IN S T A L L M E N T )
“ Bolshevism  Is knocking: a t our gates. We can’t  a ffo rd  

to  le t i t  In . We have got to organize ourselves aga inst i t ,  
and pHt our shoulders together and hold fast. We m ust 
keep A m erica  w hole and safe and unspoiled. We m ust 
keep the w o rke r aw ay fro m  red  lite ra tu re  and re d  ruses; 
we m ust see th a t h is  m ind  rem a ins  h e a lthy .” —A I Capone. 
(Quoted in  Fasc ism  and Social R evo lu tion , by R . P a lm e 
D u tt* . p. 204.)

th e  Black Shirts March on Rome
On the night o f October 29, 1922, a man who later 

called himself I I  Duce boarded a Pullman sleeping car at 
M ilan and sped to Rome where he had been summoned by 
K ing V ictor Emmanuel to act as Premier of Italy. On the 
following morning K ing V ictor charged him with form ­
ing a new government.

A  few days later 50,000 Black Shirts, followers o f 11 
Duce, climbed off trains at Rome and paraded through the 
streets shouting ‘T l Duce! I I  Duce!”

This was called the “ March on Rome.”
Before the “ March on Rome,”  I I  Dace’s Black Shirts 

had ranged like wolves over Italy. They had raided trade 
union headquarters, smashed the furniture to kindling 
wood, dumped typewriters out o f windows. They had 
broken into halls where workers met, drenched the flooi s 
w ith gasoline and turned the buildings into crackling fu r­
naces that lit  up the sky at night w ith a red glow.

In  every city and village of Italy unions had conducted 
funeral services for members whose bodies had been found 
in dark alleys, victims of I I  Duce’s Black Shirts.

But i f  Terror, Violence, and Torture had ridden as ban­
ner bearers during the period before the “ March on Rome, 
now they swept behind I I  Duce’s new government like a 
great desolating scourge that spared not a home of the 
workers and small farmers o f Italy.

I I  Duce’s Black Shirts strong-armed every trade union 
and co-operative enterprise, confiscated the insurance and 
p itifu l savings o f the poor, herded every one who breathed 
“ union wages union hours”  behind barbed wire, drowned 
free speech in castor oil, black-jacked learning and culture, 
assassinated all opposition, and marched through every 
factory and farm with the dripping blade of the bayonet.

I I  Duce. wiped out every progressive organization in 
Italy. The workers bowed down their backs in misery, 
hunger, and degradation such as Italy had not known for 
generations.

Mussolini, the once obscure man, who called himself 
I I  Duce, labeled this campaign of murder a “ revolution.”  

He called it  FASCISM .
He called it a CO RPO RATE STATE.
He said it would preserve P R IV A T E  PROPERTY.

The Powerful Ita lian  Trade Unions
Those who have studied the labor movement in Italy 

know that toward the end o f the year 1920 the trade 
unions boasted more than 5,000,000 loyal m ilitant mem­
bers. Besides this, there were almost 20,000 co-operative 
societies and a powerful working class political movement.

The workers had succeeded in gaining the eight-hour 
day throughout most o f Italy. They had succeeded in gain­
ing wages high enough to live like human beings. Even 
in the agricultural districts union contracts prevailed, and 
the workers had won a few nation-wide concessions such 
as unemployment insurance and old-age pensions.

In  September 1920 when the big industrialists locked out 
600,000 men from the factories, the workers retaliated with 
a giant sit-down strike. The bosses fought viciously. But 
the strikers were determined to win. I f  the stockholding 
bosses couldn’t pay union wages, let them step out o f the 
way. The strikers began running the factories under the 
supervision o f expert shop committees elected from their 
own ranks.

They even opened the safes o f the bosses and uncovered 
the secret bookkeeping which had hitherto hidden stagger­
ing rake-offs through closely guarded manipulation o f cost 
prices and profits.

W ith  a trade union movement as m ilitant and deter­
mined as this, how was it possible fo r a renegade from the 
Socialist movement like Mussolini, starting with a con­
temptible handful of porch-climbers and foot-pads, to wipe 
these powerful labor organizations off the face o t the land 
as i f  they had never existed?

(Continued en Page 3)

Local New York Launches Drive 
To Place Names on Election Ballot

_________ (

New York S.W.P. Calls on Workers to Vote 

First Choice for Shachtman and Paine in 
Coming Councilmanic Elections

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , Aug. 8—New Y o rk  Loca l o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  today launched a d rive  fo r 10,000 s ignatures to 
place its  tw o candidates, M ax Shachtm an o f the B ronx and 
George L ym a n  Paine o f M anha ttan  on the b a llo t as candidates 
fo r the o ffice  o f C ity  C ouncilm an in the com ing e lection.

•‘In  runn ing  independent can-$— -----------------------------------------------
didates o f the Socia list W orkers o ffice , then a ll the votes cast
P a rty  as ‘ f i r s t  choice’ on the 
b a llo t,”  declared E . R. F ra n k , 
e lection cam paign m anager,

fo r  them  w il l  be tra n s fe rre d  to 
the A m erican  La b o r P a rty  can­
didates (o r w hoever is m arked  
‘second cho ice ’) on the ba llo t 
in  accordance w ith  the New 
Y o rk  e lection laws.

"W e stand 100 per cent fo r 
independent w o rk in g  class po li­
tics . We re je c t and denounce 
those candidates who are so 
weak-kneed, o r th irs ty  fo r  p o lit­
ica l o ffice , th a t they be tray the 
in te rests of the labo r m ovem ent 
and seek help fro m  the w a r 
chest o f B ig  Business w h ich  f i ­
nances on the one hand labor 
spies, thugs, and s tr ike b re a k ­
ers, and on the o ther, the D em ­
o c ra tic  and R epublican parties .

M A X  SHAC HTM AN

“ we are not com peting  w ith  
any o f the candidates o f the 
A m erican  Labo r P a rty  who
have re jec ted  the support of 
the D em ocra tic  and R epublican 
parties .

To Support A L P  Candidates
“ In  fa c t we are supporting  

eve ry  candidate o f the A m e ri­
can Labo r P a rty  who stands 
square ly  aga inst the Demo­
c ra t ic  and R epublican pa rties  
o f B ig  Business. We w il l  cam ­
pa ign  fo r  them  d u ring  the elec­
tion  period.

“ I f  ou r candidates do n o t re ­
ceive su ffic ie n t votes to gain

A ga ins t R e lie f Slashers
“ When you vote fo r  a cand i­

date of the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  you are vo ting  aga inst 
D em ocra t Roosevelt and Re­
pub lican LaG ua rd ia  and th e ir 
slash re lie f, w ar-m ongering  
po litics .

“ When you vote fo r  a cand i­
date 'o f  the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  you are vo ting  aga inst 
the unw arran ted  continuance o f 
the depression and in  fa v o r o f 
ending the depression by estab­
lish ing  a soc ia lis t p lanned econ­
om y.

“ Vote fo r  independent labo r 
po litics  by in d ica tin g  on your 
b a llo t as ‘second cho ice ’ A m e r­
ican La b o r P a rty  candidates 
who are runn ing  in  opposition 
to the D em ocra tic  and R epub li­
can tools o f B ig  Business.”  

Neighborhood C ircu la tion
P etitions have been sent to 

a ll branches o f the S.W .P. in  
New Y o rk  fo r  neighborhood c ir ­
cu la tion . The whole organiza-

G EO RG E L Y M A N  P A IN E

tion  is p repa ring  to co llec t the 
necessary 2,000 signatures fo r 
each candidate in  o rd e r to 
place h is nam e on the b a llo t 
as a candidate.

The p ro g ra m  o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  w h ich  M ax 
Shachtm an and George L ym a n  
Paine are pledged to c a rry  ou t 
to the fu l l  power o f the Council- 
m an ic o ffice , i f  they are e lect­
ed, ca lls  fo r  the exp rop ria tion  
of the subways, exp rop ria tion  
o f the e le c tric  power m onopoly, 
a $20-billion low  cost housing 
p rog ram , and adequate re lie f 
fo r those su ffe ring  fro m  unem ­
p loym ent.

M a jo r em phasis o f the elec­
tion  cam paign w il l  be placed 
on fig h tin g  D em ocra t Roose­
v e lt ’s and R epublican LaG uar- 
d ia ’s w a r p rog ram . Huge mass 
m eetings th roughou t the B ronx  
and M anhattan  as w e ll as other 
boroughs are planned to d ra m a ­
tize the strugg le  aga inst w a r 
and the s trugg le  aga inst the 
ris in g  menace o f C oughlin ism  
and fasc ism  in  A m erica .

N e x t issue o f the Sooia list 
Appeal w il l  p r in t  the fu l l  p ro ­
g ram  of the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  fo r  the com ing election.

The People Do Not 
Want to Suffer 
And Die in  War

In the year 1913, on the eve o f the first world-wide 
imperialist war, the nations o f the world spent $2,400,- 
000,000 on armaments.

In  the year 1938, according to an analysis just released, 
the nations o f the world spent $20,000,000,000 on arma­
ments: more than eight times the 1913 figure.

In July, 1914, just before the outbreak o f the first world 
war, there were 5,970,000 men under arms.

Last month, in July, 1939, there were 12,600,000 men 
under arms: more than twice the number o f 1914.

Stop to think, fo r a moment, o f what these figures mean.
The first world war was the most horrible catastrophe 

in the history o f mankind. How much more horrible do 
these figures indicate that the coming war w ill be!

Think o f the incredible waste o f these resources, skiHs, 
intelligences, men consecrated, even in  peace-time, to the 
war machine— while tens and hundreds o f millions o f hu­
man beings are in need and want o f the products which 
they could aid in bringing.

Are the peoples o f the world going to allow themselves, 
and civilization, to be destroyed by the war thrust upon 
them by H itler, Chamberlain, Mussolini, Daladier and 
Roosevelt ?

I f  not, the peoples w ill have to take matters into their 
own hands, out o f the control o f the war-makers.

Who w ill suffer and die in the war?
Not the war-makers. You mayTe sure that they w ill be 

safe and comfortable.
We who w ill suffer and die must demand and take the 

right to decide whether that war is worth suffering ,and 
dying for.

The war-makers in this country, from Roosevelt to 
Browder, attack the proposal fo r a war referendum. They 
attack it  because they plan to lead the people into a war 
against the w ill o f the majority.

J-et the people give the answer to the war-makers!
Let the people vote on war!

Let the people decide!

Judge Rules Anti-Coughlin 
Salesmen Can Shout Slogans

Trial Evidence Shows Police Act under In­
structions in Hounding Anti-Coughlinites

N E W  Y O R K  — T h e  case 
aga inst A lyce  C arlson heard in  
M a g is tra te ’s cou rt, A ugust 4, 
was dism issed by Judge Seigel, 
who m ade the ru lin g  th a t an ti- 
Coughlin s tree t salesm en were 
le g a lly  co rre c t in  shouting 
slogans.

D u ring  the t r ia l  o f A lyce  
Carlson, a n t i- fa s c is t  lite ra tu re  
agent, evidence th a t the New 
Y o rk  po licem en are acting  un­
der ins truc tions  to p reven t sales 
o f anti-C oughlin  pam phlets was 
brough t to lig h t.

Sergeant O rders A rre s t
A t the f i r s t  hearing , O ffice r 

Schnitges stated th a t M iss C a rl­
son had shouted statem ents not 
p rin ted  on the cover o f the 
pam ph le t she was se lling , and 
th a t he had the re fo re  arrested 
her on the charge o f d iso rde rly  
conduct.

When questioned. O f f i c e r  
S c h n i t g e s  d isc la im ed know ­
ledge o f a v io la tion  o f any sta ­
ture, b u t said th a t he had acted 
upon the orders o f his superio r, 
Sergeant K e lly .

The t r ia l  was then postponed 
and Sergeant K e lly  was subpoe-

Statem ents by George L y ­
m an Paine and M a x  Shacht­
m an, C ouncilm an ic can­
didates o f the S ocia list 
W orkers P a rty , appear on 
page 2.

naed. Sergeant K e lly ’s te s ti­
m ony served as the basis fo r  
M a g is tra te  Seigel’s d ism issa l o f 
the charge a t the nex t hearing .

Th is  case is fu r th e r  p roo f o f 
the deep inroads the C oughlin  
m ovem ent is m a k in g  in to  the 
New Y o rk  police departm en t. 
M ayo r L a  G u a rd ia ’s s ta tem ent 
w h itew ash ing  the po lice  is  ex­
posed once m ore as an open 
lie  and cover-up fo r  the Cough- 
liu ite s  w o rk in g  in  the police de­
pa rtm en t.

• * *
Why No C oughlin A rrests?
A nother v ic to ry  fo r  the an ti- 

C oughlin  fo rces was won in  
N ew H aven in  the case o f A l­
b e rt H arde and R ay Robbins, 
a rrested  on the trum ped-up 
charges of se lling  lite ra tu re  
w ith o u t a license. A fte r the M a­
g is tra te  heard the tes tim ony he 
th rew  the case ou t o f court. 
"W h y  don’t  the po lice ever a r ­
res t C oughlin salesm en?”  the 
Judge asked. The cops in  New 
Haven are ly in g  low  a fte r th is  
s lap in  the face, and the S.W .P. 
s tree t m eetings continue, m ore 
and m ore  w o rk e rs . g e ttin g  ac­
qua in ted  w ith  the f ig h t aga inst 
C oughlin and th e ir  m ost e ffec­
tiv e  weapon, the W orkers De­
fense G uards.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

New Mass 
Layoffs 
O n W P A  
Speeded

Building Union Head 
Says WPA Strike May 
Spread to PWA

N E W  Y O R K , Aug. 7 — W ith  
the  re fusa l o f Congress to  pass 
the M u rra y  A m endm ent to  the 
R e lie f A c t, the cons idera tion  of 
Which had in te rru p te d  mass 
d ism issa ls o f W P A  w o rke rs  on 
the  ro lls  fo r  e ighteen m onths o r 
m ore, the W PA A d m in is tra tio n  
gave notice th a t w holesale f i r ­
in g  was to begin aga in  a t once, 
55,000 w o rke rs  to be la id  o ff in  
New Y o rk  C ity  before A ugust 
31.

Th is  a lm ost unbelievable  b ru ­
ta l i ty  was supplem ented by  the 
re fusa l o f Congress to consider 
the res to ra tion  o f the p re v a ilin g  
wage on W PA pro jec ts .

L e s t we fo rge t, both o f these 
provis ions, the d ism issa ls o f 
the “ eighteen m on the rs”  and 
the des truc tion  o f the  p re v a il­
ing  wage, were d ic ta ted  by the 
one b illio n  d o lla r slash in  the 
re lie f app ro p ria tio n  m ade by 
P res iden t R oosevelt in  h is  rec- 

(Continued on Page 2)

MILLIONS OF 
MEN AWAIT 
CALL TO WAR

War Postponement 
Beyond Fall Can Only 
Be for Short Period

The c ris is  m onth o f August 
finds  nea rly  13,000,000 m en un­
der a rm s w a it in g  fo r  the out­
b reak o f w a r.

The B r it is h  reserve fle e t bf 
J33 vessels and 12,000 m en is 
opening m aneuvers th is  week 
in  the N o rth  Sea th a t a re  to la s t 
u n til the end o f Septem ber, by 
w h ich  tim e  the European p o li­
tic ians  f ig u re  w a r w il l  have be­
gun i f  i t ’s to  begin a t a ll th is  
F a ll. An a rm y  o f 750,000 is  ex­
e rc is ing  in  E ng land , and B r i t ­
ish planes are m a k in g  w eekly 
p rac tice  flig h ts  to the  con ti­
nent.

G erm an M aneuvers
I ta ly  has ju s t com pleted 

"m a n e u ve rs ”  near the F rench  
fro n tie r. G e rm a n y ’s m aneu­
vers, the m ost redoubtab le  of 
all-—w ith  2,500,000 m en engaged 
— are to begin in  the nex t few 
cris is -laden  weeks.

These are the m en and guns 
being moved across the tra d i­
tio n a l green tables o f the  d ip lo ­
m ats in  the game th a t is to end 
sooner o r la te r  in  a new slaugh­
te r o f the  nations. L a s t yea r 
the s itua tion  was m uch the 
same and w a r d id  n o t a c tu a lly  
break out. There was a c lim b - 
down instead and H i t l e r  
grabbed Czechoslovakia. Th is 
F a ll w a r m ay aga in  be staved 
o ff and H it le r  m ay grab D an­
zig. I f  so, the issue w il l  on ly  
have been postponed again— 
end on ly  fo r  a b r ie f period.

M a in  Developm ents
A t the present stage o f the 

p re -w a r d ip lo m a tic  tang le , the 
m a in  developm ents a re  as fo l­
lows :

1. In  M oscow : The Anglo- 
F rench-S ovie t negotia tions d rag  
th e ir w ay along, w ith  the 
F rench  and B r it is h  negotia tors 
s t i l l  o ff a t a rm s leng th  fro m  
the a rd e n tly  desired pact. They 

(Continued on Page 3)



2 SOCIALIST APPEAL
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B. J. W ID IC K = *
R ecently  the New Y o rk  Post 

ca rr ie d  a long s to ry  on the H o­
te l, R estaurant, B artenders and 
Soda Dispensers Unions w e ld ­
ing  in to  one cen tra lized  group 
to organize the cu lin a ry  and ho­
te l services.

The step was ha iled  as a g i­
an t step fo rw a rd  tow ards indus­
t r ia l  un ionism  o f the A .F .L . un­
ions invo lved. Announcem ent of 
the plans cam e fro m  a reorgan­
iza tion  m eeting o f the New 
Y o rk  loca l jo in t executive 
board o f the H o te l and R estaur­
ant Em ployees In te rn a tio n a l 
union and the B artende rs  In te r ­
na tiona l union, A F L  a ffilia te s .

The s to ry  spoke of the th ir ­
teen unions pooling th e ir  re ­
sources, estab lish ing  a $50,000 
organ iz ing  fund, etc.

Too Good to Be True
Since i t  a ll sounded too good 

to be true , we asked a progres­
sive food w o rke r to w rite  us 
his opinions on the m a tte r. E x ­
cerp ts fro m  his le tte r fo llo w :

‘ 'The in fo rm a tio n  contained 
in  the Post s to ry  is som ewhat 
garb led  and there  is some m is ­
sta tem ent o f fa c t. F irs t ly ,  the 
Loca ls  are no t 'poo ling ' th e ir  
resources. Instead, the S ta lin ­
ist con tro lled  Loca l Jo in t B oard  
(s im ila r  to the d is tr ic t council 
o f the P a in te rs  union bu t la ck ­
ing  to a g rea t ex ten t its  au tho r­
i ty  a t present) has assessed a ll 
Loca l Unions tw o cents per 
cap ita  fo r  the purpose o f in s ti­
tu tin g  a fu ll- t im e  appointed sec­
re ta ry  o f the L .J .B . and sever­
a l departm ents.

"T h e  depression has h it  the 
C. P. despite Roosevelt and 
they need some sinecures fo r  
th e ir  "e x -le a d e rs ."

"H ow eve r, the m a in  reason 
fo r  th is  ‘new cen tra liza tion  o f 
a u th o r ity ’ is  the desire o f the 
C. P. to w res t autonom y fro m  
the p rogress ive ly  inc lined  L o ­
ca ls. nam e ly  Loca ls  16 and 677 
— although accord ing  to the 
constitu tion  they can on ly  a f­
fe c t the fo rm e r, w h ich  is a 
w a ite rs  union and shares ju r is ­
d ic tion  w ith  another Loca l in  
shops signed by th e m ."

"S ig n if ic a n tly  enough the 
S ta lin is ts  in  proposing the  set­
up, use the a rgum ent th a t the 
B rass R a il s tr ik e  w ould never 
have occurred  i f  the L .J .B . had 
had the pow er i t  now pretends 
to have. (The s tr ik e  seems 
lost.) S trike  s itua tions in v a r i­
ab ly  em barrass the S ta lin is t 
a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  p o lit ic a l rea ­
sons, and the fa c t th a t they re ­
vea l s ta rk  em pty  tre a su rie s .”

Trend Against C. P.
"T h e  reorganiza tion  is in  no 

respect a step tow ards ‘ indus­
t r ia l  un ion ism ’ as the s to ry  
states. The S ta lin is ts  m ade a 
fe in t tow ards such o rgan iza tion  
tw o years ago— am a lgam ation  
o f some c ra f t  locals. I f  i t  is  a t­
tem pted by them  now, i t  w il l  
no t be done v o lu n ta r ily  because 
i t  w ould weaken th e ir  position 
considerab ly (appa ren tly  a ll 
they are seeking is a c loak fo r  
m aneuvers to usurp fu r th e r 
co n tro l).

"T h e  trend  in  a ll the  food 
locals is aga inst them  and they 
face the p o ss ib ility  o f being 
slaughtered a t the polls in  the 
com ing elections— as they were 
in  Loca l 677, and to a lesser ex­
te n t in  Loca l 16 a few  m onths 
ago—unless they p u ll some­
th ing  spectacu la r o r d iabo lica l 
o u t o f th e ir  bag o f tr ic k s .”

Negro Unionists
W orthy o f s tudy  fo r  progres­

sive unionists is the m a te ria l 
contained in  the c u rre n t Jou r­
na l of Negro E duca tion , pub­
lished by H ow ard  U n iv e rs ity  
and ava ilab le  a t a ll the l ib ra r ­
ies, on the question o f Negroes 
in  the union m ovem ent.

T h is  m a te ria l is  p a r t o f a 
genera l su rvey  o f the sta tus of 
the Negro in  A m e rica n  socie ty 
valso v e ry  va luab le  inso fa r as 
in fo rm a tio n , etc. is concerned).

A specia l section is devoted 
to the presenta tion  o f the s ta tis ­
tics  of the num ber o f Negroes 
in  indus try , types o f w o rk  they 
do, etc.

Then a b r ie f h is to ry  o f the 
N egro ’s ro le  in  the A m erican  
labo r m ovem en t in  the past, his 
e ffo rts  to bu ild  independent un­
ions, the po licy  and practices 
o f 'th e  A .F .L . in  re la tio n  to th is  
p rob lem , and the C .I.O . po licy  
and p rac tice  tow ards the Negro 
is conta ined in  th is  m agazine.

A long w ith  Spero and H a rr is ’ 
book, "T h e  B la c k  W o rke r,”  th is  
m a te ria l is  the best we have 
been able to  fin d  fo r  fac ts  on 
th is  v ita l p rob lem . U n fo rtu n ­
a te ly , the  m a te r ia l is  too cop i­
ous to be presented in  th is  co l­
um n. We can o n ly  recom m end 
a read ing  o f i t .

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 1939

Statements by S.W.P. 
Candidates fo r Council

CONGRESS GIVES 
SIGNAL FOR 
MASS LAYOFFS

Strike of Construc­
tion Workers May Be 
Extended to PWA

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
om m endation to Congress.

S trike  Goes On 
In  an in te rv ie w  g iven today 

to the Socia lis t Appeal, Thom as 
A. M u rra y . P res iden t o f the 
B u i l d i n g  and' C onstruction 
T rades C o u n c i l  declared, 
“ W e’re going r ig h t ahead w ith  
the s tr ike . These people (W PA 
ad m in is tra tio n ) in s is t on m a k ­
ing  fools of them selves. They 
are losing $750,000 a week as 
long as they ins is t on ho ld ing 
out on the un ion .”

M u rra y  declared, in  re la tio n  
to Congress’ re fusa l to  restore 
the p re va ilin g  wage, “ We never 
had m uch fa ith  in  Congress 
a n yw a y ."

M u rra y  w ent on to say th a t 
Section 15B of the R e lie f A c t, 
w h ich  g ives R e lie f A d m in is tra ­
to r H a rrin g to n  d iscre tion  to re ­
store the p re va ilin g  wage, 
gives the union, despite the ac­
tion  o f Congress, a chance to 
a ffe c t th is  resto ra tion .

“ I f  H a rr in g to n  doesn’t  come 
th rough ,”  M u rra y  said, “ there 
is a ve ry  good poss ib ility  th a t 
we w il l  extend the s tr ik e  to the 
PW A P ro je c ts .”

The PW A p ro je c t w orkers  on 
w hich the p re va ilin g  wage has 
been pa id  up to date, have in ­
d ica ted  before th e ir  w illingness 
to support th e ir  W PA bro thers 
in  th is  fig h t aga inst the govern­
m e n t’s a ttack  on union condi­
tions.

The Labor Movement 
Must Stop Fascism 
From Gaining Power

By G EO RG E L Y M A N  P A IN E  
M anhattan  C andidate o f S.W.P. 

fo r  C ouncilm an

The labo r m ovem ent m ust 
stop fasc ism  fro m  ever ga in ­
ing  pow er in  the U n ited  States.

F a th e r Coughlin and his a l­
lies such as the G erm an-A m er- 
ican  Bund, the S ilve r S h irts , 
the K u  K lu x  K la n , e tc., who 
hope to estab lish a fa sc is t d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  in  A m erica , have not 
on ly w hipped up a trem endous 
wave of race ha tred  aga inst the 
Jew ish and Negro people in  
th is  coun try , bu t have now 
openly declared c iv il  w a r on 
the labo r m ovem ent.

I t  is on ly  a question o f tim e  
u n til these organ iza tions begin 
a cam paign o f m u rd e r aga inst 
the labor m ovem ent as d id  s im ­
i la r  organizations in  I ta ly  and 
G erm any.

The labor m ovem ent m ust 
im m e d ia te ly  launch a cam ­
paign of independent la b o r p o li­
tics . Labo r m ust have its  own 
governm ent in  W ashington, 
D . C. L a b o r m ust bu ild  De­
fense G uards to  p ro tec t its  own 
headquarte rs, its  own m em ­
bers, its  ve ry  existence against 
C oughlin ’s “ C h ris tian  F ro n t”  
gangsters and s im ila r  a n ti- la ­
bor s to rm  troops.

There is no o ther w ay to  stop 
fasc ism  fro m  ta k in g  over the 
U n ited  States. T h a t is the p la t­
fo rm  o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty . T h a t is the p la tfo rm  on 
w h ich  I  stand.

SWP Gives Workers 
An Opportunity to 
Vote against War

By M A X  SHAC HTM AN  
B ronx Candidate o f the S.W.P. 

fo r Councilm an

The decision of the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  to run  a cand i­
date in  the B ronx  in  the com ­
ing  m u n ic ip a l e lections s ign ifies 
th a t the w orkers of th a t com ­
m u n ity  w il l  have an opportun­
i ty  to vote th is  fa l l  fo r  the on ly 
m ili ta n t and consistently a n ti­
w a r p a rty  in  the fie ld .

The w a r danger—lite ra lly  a 
life  and death m a tte r—is the 
a ll-dom ina ting  issue o f our 
tim e . B y  vo ting  fo r the candi­
dates o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  w o rk in g  m en and w o rk ­
ing  wom en can g ive the m ost 
c lea r-cu t expression to th e ir 
ha tred  of im p e ria lis t w a r and 
o f the im p e ria lis t w a r mongers. 
Such a vote, even on a local 
scale, w il l  g ive im p o rta n t food 
fo r  thought to those who are 
prepared to plunge the popula­
tion  of th is  coun try  in to  a new 
w orld  d isaster.

A L P  Benefits
V o ting  fo r  the counc ilm an ic  

candidates o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  w il l  in  no w ay 
in va lid a te  votes th a t are  cast 
a t the same tim e  fo r  the cand i­
dates o f the A m erican  Labo r 
P a rty . The p ropo rtiona l rep re ­
sentation system  th a t exists in  
New Y o rk  m akes i t  possible fo r 
the f i r s t  choice votes, w hich we 
hope w il l  go to the candidates 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , 
to be trans fe rred  i f  necessary 
to the second choice votes, 
w hich m ost w orkers  w il l  g ive  to 
the A m erican  La b o r P a rty  can­
d ida te .

I  am  honored by m y  nom ina­
tion  as one o f the standard  
bearers o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  in  the 
com ing e lections. I  can on ly  
pledge m yse lf to do a ll w ith in  
m y power to ju s t ify  th is  honor 
by an energetic cam paign to 
b rin g  the p la tfo rm  of our p a rty  
to the w idest possible c irc le  of 
labor in  the B ronx .

LAUNCH DRIVE 
TO UNIONIZE  
WPA WORKERS

( Special to  the S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
STR EATO R , IL L . ,  J u ly  3 0 -  

O ver 500 W PA w orkers  a ttend­
ed a mass m eeting  ca lled  by 
the F edera l W orke rs ' League 
in  the C ity  P a rk  to launch 
the d rive  fo r 100% unionization 
of a ll W PA pro jects. Included 
among the speakers were A l­
b e rt Gates and L yd ia  B iedel of 
Chicago, Ben M a rtin , F W L  
leader, John M alone, C IO o r­
ganizer and Joe T o n ie lli, o f the 
IW A . The keynote of the m eet­
ing  was expressed by M a rtin  
when he said, “ The w orke rs  of 
S trea to r have learned th a t th e ir  
sa lva tion  does not lie  w ith  
e ithe r the R epublicans or the 
D em ocra ts : the on ly  place the 
w orkers can place confidence 
Is in  th e ir  own ranks. The so li­
d a r ity  of the w o rk ing  class can 
and has accom plished the on ly  
re a l gains th a t have been fo r 
la b o r.”

NEWARK CALLS 
ANTI-WAR MEET

N E W A R K , N . J .—A “ L e t the 
People Vote on W a r”  ra lly , on 
Sunday evening, Aug. 13, w ith  
M u rra y  Weiss as the m ain  
speaker, w il l  c lim a x  the f i r s t  
iw o  weeks o f the an ti-w a r cam ­
paign p rog ram  o f the N ew ark  
S.W .P. and Y ipse ls. The m eet­
ing  w il l  be held in  the S.W.P. 
H a ll, 252 M a rke t S treet. A d m is ­
sion w il l  be free .

The N ew ark  com rades are a l­
so a c tive ly  engaged in  pushing 
d a ily  sales o f the Socia lis t 
Appeal on the streets, a t fa c ­
to ry  gates, and house to house, 
as w e ll as c a rry in g  ou t o ther 
aspects o f the cam paign allots 
ted to them . T h e y ’re  going to 
m eet th e ir  quotas in  a shorte r 
period and p robab ly  exceed 
them  before the cam paign is 
over, a t th e ir p resent ra te  of 
a c tiv ity .

In  add ition  to  the “ L e t the 
People Vote on W a r”  m eeting 
on A ugust 13, N ew ark  has 
planned tw o o ther m eetings fo r  
August. Jam es B urnham , on 
August 20, w il l  speak on "T h e  
New D eal Shows Its  T ee th .”  On 
A ugust 27, E . R . M cK inney w il l  
speak on "R ig h ts  fo r  the Col­
ored W o rk e rs !”

Arrest Guild Pickets for 
Annoying 'Persons Unknown'

Charged Originally with "Carrying" Signs 
On Sidewalk, Face New Charges in Court

Y.P.S.L. W ill Open Summer 
Camp and School August 11

(S pec ia l to  the S o c ia lis t A ppe a l)
L Y N N , Mass., J u ly  30—Three 

p ickets, m em bers o f the L yn n  
C hapter of the A m erican  News­
paper G u ild  were arrested  here 
w h ile  p icke ting  in  fro n t o f a 
la rge  departm ent, store adver­
tis in g  in  the paper (the D a ily  
E ven ing  Ite m ) aga inst w hich 
the e d ito r ia l s ta ff is s tr ik in g , 
fo r recogn ition  of the G u ild , 
be tte r wages and a five  day 
week. The m en were w earing  
o il c lo th  sandw ich signs an­
nouncing the fa c t o f the s to re ’s 
continued adve rtis ing  in  the 
s tru ck  paper.

Jam es E . Nolan, president o f 
the L yn n  C hapter o f the G u ild , 
was the f i r s t  to be arrested . 
A fte r re fus ing  to stop p icke t­
ing  he was taken to the police 
sta tion , there  re lieved  o f his 
tie , b e lt and suspenders and pu t 
in  a ce ll. S ho rtly  a fte r he was 
jo ined by tw o  o ther fe llo w  pic- 
keters, H e rb e rt L . Schon, loca l 
v ice  president, and Joseph M . 
C olburn, ve te ran  labor re ­
po rte r.

A ll  three were booked on v io ­
la tio n  o f a c ity  ord inance p ro ­

h ib it in g  the c a rry in g  o f signs or 
p lacards on a pub lic  s idew alk. 
They were la te r released, to 
a w a it t r ia l.

P repared  the next m orn ing  
to f ig h t the charges of v io la tin g  
an unconstitu tiona l c ity  o rd in ­
ance, the m en were astonished 
to fin d  th a t the charges had 
been changed ove rn igh t. In ­
stead of the ord inance, they 
were now faced w ith  a m ost 
puzzling, i f  no t abso lute ly  un­
in te llig ib le  charge o f “ Annoy­
ance o f Persons U nknow n” ! 
A tto rn e y  Sam uel Angoff, fo r 
s tr ike rs , secured a continuance 
to n e x t week.

INFORMAL HOUSE
Box 245 Kerhonkson, N . Y .

(N ear E lle n v ille )
120 acreB o f g reenland In  the 
C a tsk ills . 40 acres o f pine fo r  
s u n b a th in g ; h a ndba ll, p in g  pong, 
a rc h e ry : sw im m in g  and horse­
back r id in g  n e a rb y : dancing.

U N U S U A L L Y  L O W  R A T E S  
$18 W e e k ly  $6 W eekend

Busses m et a t  s ta tio n

T e l. Kerhonkson 118 R

Camp 3 L ’s inv ites  a ll m em ­
bers and fr iends  o f the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  m ovem ent to p a r t ic i­
pate in  its  fo u r week p rog ram  
of fun  and sports beg inning on 
F r id a y , A ugust 11.

The New Y o rk  D iv is ion  of 
the Y oung P eople ’s S ocia lis t 

League is ready ing  its  sum m er 
cam p fo r a gala opening. The 
cam p is located s ix  m iles  no rth  
of B rew ste r, P u tnam  County, 
N . Y . As the cam p c irc u la r  an­
nounces: “ nestled in  the ro llin g  
h ills  of upstate N ew  Y o rk , su r­
rounded by a fo res t o f ever­
green and w h ite  b irch , a m o­
dern  coun try  home located on 
45 acres o f land w il l  be the 
scene o f ou r sum m er cam p .”  

N a tiona l Chain 
When the New Y o rk  cam p

opens, the la s t l in k  in  the plan 
fo r Y .P .S .L . Camps across the 
nation w il l  be com pleted. Camp 
3 L ’s like  our o ther cam ps in  
C a lifo rn ia , Chicago, and Ohio, 
w il l  fea tu re  a reg iona l tra in in g  
school.

The Cam p p rog ram  w il l  in ­
clude a ll sorts o f sports w ith  
sw im m in g  and boating fa c i l i ­
tie s  nearby. C am pfires , ou t­
door socia ls, and ove rn igh t 
liikes w il l  h ig h lig h t the w h ir l of 
a c tiv itie s . S tudy and cu ltu ra l 
groups w il l  func tion  re g u la rly .

Rates per week a re : em ploy­
ed $14; unem ployed $8. P e r 
weekend: em ployed $4; unem ­
ployed $3.

F o r fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n  w rite  
to : Camp D ire c to r, 116 U n i­
v e rs ity  P lace , N . Y . C.

Who*s Against the War Referendum?

American Legion Distrusts the People
_____________________________________________________ B y H A L  D R A P E R ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

The A m erican  Leg ion  — its  
na tiona l leadersh ip—is opposed 
to le ttin g  the people vote on 
the issue of peace o r w a r. I t  
denounces the idea o f a peo­
p le ’s re fe rendum  before any 
s ta r t o f a rm ed w a rfa re . And 
like  the others who set them ­
selves aga inst th is  proposal, 
the Leg ion  leaders g ive the 
show aw ay when they ge t down 
to g iv in g  reasons.

A w a r re ferendum , says N a­
tio n a l C om m ander D oherty , 
w ould be

"p ro d u c tive  o f dissension 
and confusion and in  the 
f in a l ana lys is  re su lt in  a d i­
v ided nation . A t best the de­
cis ion w ould  be a m a jo r ity  
one. The proposed am end­
m ent im p lie s  lack  o f con fi­
dence on the p a rt o f ou r peo­
ple in  th e ir  Congressional 
representa tives. T h is  is  no t 
in  accord w ith  the facts. 
O ther nations w ould  re a d ily  
in te rp re t i t  as a sign o f w eak­
ness.”  (N . Y . T im es, Jan. 
10, 1939.)
"T o  H e ll W ith  the M a jo r ity ”
(1) M r . D oherty  takes fo r  

g ran ted  th a t when the  U n ited  
States goes to  w a r, there  w il l  
be a subs tan tia l section o f the

people who w il l  be aga inst th a t 
w a r .tha t the re  w il l  be a “ d i­
v ided n a tio n ”  w h ich  the re fe r­
endum w ould on ly  record . Who 
w il l  have the m a jo r ity  in  th is 
d iv is ion? W ill the m a jo r ity  say 
“ no ,”  o r w ill i t  succum b to the 
w a r hyste ria?

M r. D ohe rty  doesn’t  care. A 
ca p ita lis t “ dem ocracy”  doesn’t  
stop its  w a r plans ju s t because 
tne m a jo r ity  o f the people are 
aga inst them . As D o h e rty ’s 
W ashington representa tive , Col. 
T a y lo r, po in ted ou t: the expec­
ta tion  o f an an ti-w a r vote in  a 
re fe rendum  is the best a rgu ­
m en t aga inst ho ld ing  any re fe r­
endum —fo r these jingos to 
w hom  the people are so m any 
ca ttle .

A  F asc is t W arn ing
(2) A dem ocra tic  vote would 

be a “ s ign o f weakness” ! Here 
D oherty  repeats the essential 
a rgum ent w h ich  is made by . . . 
the fasc is ts ! The fascis ts  say 
sco rn fu lly  to  the "d e m o cra ­
c ies” : “ You are weak because 
you m us t depend on convinc ing  
your people to co m m it su ic ide ; 
we m e re ly  o rd e r them ; you 
m us t step a l i t t le  c a re fu lly  to 
pu t you r w a r p lans across; we 
can d rive  fo rw a rd  w ith o u t ask­

ing  anyone.”  And D o h e rty ’s 
re fu ta tio n  is : On the w a r ques­
tion , a t least, the re  is  and can 
not be a speck o f dem ocracy 
p e rm itted , in  the “ dem ocra­
cies”  any m ore than in  G er­
m any or I ta ly .

(3) M r . D oherty  is  serv ing  
notice th a t when w a r breaks 
9 U t, i f  not before, the reg im e 
ih a t w il l  be established in  this 
coun try  w il l  be T O T A L IT A R I­
A N . O n ly one po in t o f v iew — 
p ro -w ar—could be expressed: 
fo r w ould  no t a “ d iv ided  na­
tio n ”  be shown i f  free  speech 
could be exercised by those 
aga inst the w ar?  W ouldn ’t  the 
runn ing  o f e lection candidates 
of an a n ti-w a r p a rty  p rovide  a 
p a rt ia l count o f how m any op­
pose the w a r, and there fo re  be 
im p e rm issa b le ? — The A m e ri­
can people, says D oherty, w il l  
be d iv ided by w a r; b u t i t  w il l  
be up to the governm ent to 
ham m er them  in to  an appear­
ance o f “ na tiona l u n ity ”  in  the 
same w ay th a t H it le r  gets his 
99 percen t votes.

No R eliance on Bosses!
(4) I f  Congress re a lly  con­

sists o f representa tives o f the 
people, then its  vote on the w a r 
should be a re fle c tio n  o f the

“ d iv ided  n a tio n .”  M r. D oherty , 
however, does not seem to be 
w o rrie d  about a d iv ided  Con­
gress, i f  the P res ident pops the 
question. He seems to have 
confidence th a t the 96 Senators 
and the 400 odd R epresenta­
tives, who now have the power 
to plunge 130,000,000 people in ­
to the s laughter, W IL L  GO 
ALO N G  W H EN  “ T H E  D A Y ”  
COMES.

E ve ry  w o rke r who has the 
same confidence in  Congress as 
M r. D oherty shows m ust say: 
T A K E  T H E  W A R -M A K IN G  
PO W ER A W A Y  FR O M  W ASH­
IN G TO N !

We DO lack confidence in  the 
Congressional R epresentatives 
to represent the in te rests o f the 
A m erican  masses. M oreover 
they have proved i t  them selves 
by re fus ing  even to discuss the 
w a r re fe rendum  a week a fte r 
the G a llup  po ll showed th a t 72 
percent of the people favored 
it .

To re ly  on the bosses’ m en in 
W ashington is  to g ive them  a 
free  hand to lead us in to  w ar. 
T A K E  T H E  W A R -M A K IN G  
PO W ER  A W A Y  F R O M  W ASH­
IN G T O N ! L E T  T H E  P E O P L E  
D E C ID E !

BUREAUCRATS 
WIN ELECTIONS 
IN FUR UNION

Use Undemocratic 
Tricks in Fighting 
Progressive Forces

N EW  Y O R K  — E lections fo r 
o ffice rs  of the F u rr ie rs  U nion 
have ju s t been com pleted, and 
the S ta lin is t leadersh ip  re -e lect­
ed its e lf by using every  bureau­
c ra t ic  and undem ocra tic  t r ic k  
known to the trade  union m ove­
m ent.

Before the e lection, the U n it­
ed P rogressive F u rr ie rs , the 
opposition group in  the union, 
demanded th a t they be p e rm it­
ted to have w atchers a t the 
polls to avoid repe tition  o f s tu ff­
ing  b a llo t boxes w h ich  cha rac­
te rized past elections. The re ­
quest fo r w atchers was refused 
by the S ta lin is t a d m in is tra tion .

The progressive group then 
o ffered to g ive up th e ir opposi­
tion  group i f  the elections were 
held in a dem ocra tic  m anner. 
The S ta lin is t e lection  co m m it­
tee responded by rem ov ing  the 
m a jo r ity  of progressive group 
candidates fro m  the b a llo t on 
the grounds th a t the candidates 
were ir re g u la r  in  th e ir  dues 
paym ents. E ve ry  candidate of 
the U n ited  P rogressive F u r r i ­
ers group was ac tua lly  pa id  up 
in  dues and the S ta lin is t “ yes 
m en”  whose names were on the 
b a llo t were fo r  the  m ost p a rt 
“ no t in  good s tand ing ”  as fa r  
as th e ir  dues paym ents to the 
union were concerned.

A few  days before the elec­
tion , the U n ited  P rogressive  
F u rr ie rs  requested the num ­
bers o f the candidates on the 
b a llo t so th a t they  could m ake 
up th e ir  e lection  slate. T h is  re ­
quest was refused.

W ithd raw  Candidates
F in a lly , a fte r the progres­

sives had made eve ry  a tte m p t 
to fo rce  an honest e lection—and 
every  a tte m p t fa ile d —the U n it­
ed P rogressive  F u rr ie rs  w ith ­
drew  fro m  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the 
elections.

I t  was reported  by the ad­
m in is tra tio n  th a t 6,300 w orkers 
voted in  the e lection. Those 
opposition candidates whose 
names rem ained on the b a llo t 
polled a la rge  section of the 
votes despite the e lection boy­
co tt. N athan K ra m e r, opposi­
tion  candidate fo r  m anager re ­
ceived 750 votes. A nother 700 
persons who w ere fo rced  to 
vote and have th e ir  union books 
stam ped to ind ica te  th a t they 
had voted d id  so by casting 
b lank ballo ts.

Count Own B a llo ts
To top the whole e lection  o ff, 

the Business Agents who were 
runn ing  fo r  o ffice , counted th e ir 
own ba llo ts.

Th is  bu reaucra tic  e lection 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  ju s t pa lm ed 
o ff on the m em bersh ip  o f the 
F u rr ie rs  U nion s t i l l  leaves the 
union m em bersh ip  w ith  a lead­
ersh ip  th a t has no in ten tion  of 
fig h tin g  fo r im p rovem en t of 
conditions on the job.

S ix successful an ti-w a r ra l­
lies covering  a ll pa rts  o f the 
c ity  opened the cam paign by 
the N ew Y o rk  d is tr ic t o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  fo r  a 
re fe rendum  to le t the people 
vote on w ar.

A bout 35,000 people a ll to ­
gether w ere reached by these

| SPECIAL! |
j Pre-Publication I
| O ffer . . . $3.50 j

! S T A L I N
I by I
i Boris Souvarine i

¡
P ub lica tion  da te : Septem­
ber 18th. 704 pages. P rice  
on pub lica tion  w il l  be 
j  $4.50.

1 By arrangem ents  w ith  
I the pub lishers a lim ite d  
j subscrip tion  ed ition  o f th is  
| im p o rta n t book w il l  be 
! published a t a specia l p re- 
I pub lica tion  p rice  o f $3.50. 
j  O rders fo r  th is  ed ition  w il l  
j be accepted only u n til 
| A ugust 31st.
! •

| Labor Bookshop
|  116 U n ive rs ity  P L , N .Y .C .

A rtic le  No. 3 in  the Press 
B u ild in g  Series:
HOW TO B U IL D  YO U R  A P ­
P E A L  &  N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N ­
A L  SQUAD:

The Appeal squad is a new  
developm ent in  our lite ra tu re  
and c irc u la tio n  methods. I t  is 
an Im p o rta n t step in  our p rop ­
aganda system  and g rea t stress 
m us t be la id  upon i t .  In  our 
d rive  to step up the c ircu la tio n  
o f the Appeal and N ew  In te rn a ­
tiona l, a la rge  p a rt o f ou r suc­
cess w il l  depend on the develop­
m ent of these squads o f pro fes­
sional salesmen.

The fo llo w in g  branches have 
a lready  tr ie d  th is  w ith  re a l re ­
sults to po in t to : New Y o rk  
C ity , Chicago, M inneapolis, Los 
Angeles, D e tro it and N ew ark. 
O R G A N IZ IN G  T H E  SQUAD:

Th is  is the job  of the branch 
lite ra tu re  agent. Selection of 
squad salesmen should be fro m  
unem ployed branch m em bers, 
p a rt ly  em ployed m em bers and 
those who w o rk  fu l l  tim e  bu t 
have a day o r m ore  per week 
to devote to th is  a c tiv ity . A lso, 
squad m em bers should be se­
lected fro m  the loca l Y .P .S .L . 
un it.

The Squad needs some fin a n ­
c ing , especia lly  to ge t going. 
The salesmen should be g iven 
p a rt of the proceeds fo r  th e ir  
lunches. The B ranch  can m ake 
up the s m a ll loss by p ro fits  th a t 
come fro m  Mass S tree t sales. 
In  add ition , the B ranch  should 
re g u la r ly  set aside a Press 
Fund w h ich  is to be u tilized  p r i­
m a r ily  fo r  supporting  such un­
de rtak ings as a squad o f regu­
la r , fu ll- t im e  salesm en.

C ATH O LIC  OBJECTS TO 
A P P E A L  NEW S R EP O R T 
D ear E d ito r :

In  the m ore  than e igh t 
m onths th a t I  have been b it te r ­
ly  engaged as a leader in  the 
Chicago H e a rs t G u ild  s tr ike , I  
have been a consistent reader 
o f your paper. I  w il l  say in  ad­
d itio n  th a t I  considered the 
Socia lis t Appeal a new spaper; 
tru th fu l and fearless. I  assumed 
th a t w ha t I  read in  you r news 
colum ns were fa c tu a l accounts.

As a newspaper ed ito r whose 
fee ling  fo r  the w o rk in g  class is 
as honest and intense as th a t o f 
yourse lf, I  adm ired  you r exce l­
len t newspaper technique. As 
p res ident o f the C athedral-C hi- 
cago C hapter, Association of 
C atho lic T rade  U n ion ists , I  f in d  
l it t le  d iffe rence between us on 
approaching the m a in  prob lem . 
We both w an t jus tice  and equ ity  
fo r  a ll w orkm en. I  have no 
q u a rre l w ith  the content o f your 
e d ito ria l co lum ns; they  conta in  
you r personal v iew s w h ich  are 
of no m ore va lue than m y  own.

In  read ing  the account o f the 
Socia list Appeal concern ing the 
Packinghouse W orkers O rgan­
iz ing  C om m ittee  m eeting  fo r 
John L . Lew is here, I  f in d  w ith  
considerable aston ishm ent th a t 
no m ention  was m ade o f one 
h ig h ly  im p o rta n t in c id e n t in  
th a t m eeting  and th a t was the

outdoor mass m eetings, fiv e  of 
w h ich  took place on F r id a y , 
A ugust 4, and one each on Wed­
nesday and Thursday, m a rk in g  
the ann ive rsa ry  o f the begin­
n ing  of the W orld  W ar.

Parade Precedes R a lly
In  Downtown M anhattan , the 

ra lly  was preceded by a parade 
fro m  the P a rty  headquarters to 
the co rner of Delancey and N o r­
fo lk  S treets proceeding th rough  
the h e a rt o f the E a s t Side. The 
size of the m eeting and the en­
thus iasm  o f the w orkers  in  the 
audience fo r  the an ti-w a r m es­
sage w h ich  they heard made i t  
the f i r s t  such m eeting  in  sever­
a l weeks w h ich  the loca l S ta l­
in is ts  d id  no t t r y  to b reak up 
by heck ling . One hundred ten 
signatures fo r  the W ar R e fe r­
endum  P e titio n  w ere secured, 
and over tw e n ty  pam phle ts 
sold, in  a sh o rt tim e .

The ra l ly  in  B ro w n sv ille  had 
been b u ilt  up by a parade held 
the W ednesday before. A  th ird  
of the m eetings took p lace in  
the needle-trades m a rk e t d is ­
t r ic t  d u ring  the noon hour o f 
F r id a y . The o ther ra llie s  w ere 
held in  the B ronx , B oro  P a rk , 
and the U pper W est Side o f 
M anhattan .

At Your Service 

THE APPEAL 

POSTER SHOP

T H E  SQUAD A T  W ORK:
A ll squad assignm ents should 

be g iven out by the com rade in  
charge who is c e n tra lly  located 
a t P a rty  headquarters.

L ite ra tu re -agen ts  should ca ll 
the squad together fo r  in s tru c ­
tions as to w ha t slogans they 
are to shout, how  to handle 
th e ir  papers, etc. Then squad 
m em bers are assigned to fa v o r­
able locations and s tree t co r­
ners. An accurate  record o f 
sales m ade a t the assigned spot 
m us t be kep t over a period o f 
tim e . T h is  w il l  soon fu rn ish  
p roo f as to w hich spots are the 
best “ lite ra tu re  spots.”

E v e ry  squad m em ber m ust 
be equipped w ith  an Appeal 
newsboy apron and an a ttra c t­
ive  poster w h ich  has been fu r ­
nished by the Appeal poster 
shop.

One squad m em ber can hold 
down a co rner fo r  severa l 
hours. He should keep m oving  
around, shouting appropria te  
slogans, ho ld ing  the Appeal 
open in  fro n t o f h im  and se lling . 
I f  the co rner is a busy one, 
send out tw o o r m ore squads- 
m en to cover it .  A t special 
tim es (union parades, union 
mass m eetings, e tc.) i t  is  a 
good idea to send ou t the en­
tire  squad to w o rk  together fo r  
mass coverage.

The surest w ay o f hav ing  
your b ranch quota o f Appeals 
and N ew  In te rn a tio n a ls  m ount 
is to organize you r squad r ig h t 
now. A lw ays be sure to  supply 
the salesm an w ith  copies o f the 
c u rre n t New In te rn a tio n a l.

N e x t W eek: G e tting  subscrip ­
tions fo r  ou r press.

appearance on the p la tfo rm  o f 
B ishop Shell o f the C atho lic 
C hurch. I  cannot conceive th a t 
as good a new spaperm an as 
you rse lf w ould have overlooked 
the fa c t, hence I  am  fo rced  to 
conclude th a t you r pub lish ing  
association is ju s t as venal, 
specious and subsidized as the 
H ears t, M cC orm ick , P u litze r 
and Ochs gangs. You have no 
m ore r ig h t to en te r a propagan­
da h a ndb ill in  the posto ffice  as 
a new spaper than the o the r 
pub lishers have and th a t they  
dc so cannot be your defense.

I  have no q u a rre l w ith  you r 
denunciations o f Heywood 
B roun  and noth ing b u t com ­
m endation fo r  you r expose o f 
F a th e r Coughlin, a gentlem an 
w ith  whom  I  d isagree as v io ­
le n tly  as do you. I  th in k , as a 
new spaperm an, th a t you should 
have in fo rm ed  you r readers 
th a t B ishop Sheil was there  and 
then said w ha t you pleased 
about h im  in  your e d ito r ia l 
com m ent. T h a t is good news­
paper w ork , som eth ing I  fe a r 
you r m anagem ent cannot de­
liv e r.

S incere ly  yours,
H a rry  C y r il Read

CHICAGO,
A ugust 4, 1939.

(Reference to B ishop Sheil 
was om itted  fro m  the  a rt ic le  
published in  the Appeal fo r  no 
o ther reason than  th a t our co r­
respondent un fo rtuna te ly  fa ile d  
to include i t  in  h is re p o rt. We 
p a rt ic u la r ly  re g re t the om is­
sion i f  i t  gave the a rt ic le  a m is ­
lead ing tone, as M r. Read 
seems to th in k  i t  d id . We w e l­
come the aid g iven labo r by 
any in d iv id u a l, inc lud ing  m em ­
bers o f the church  h ie ra rchy . In  
cases w here we d isagree w ith  
the v iew s of a p a r t ic u la r  in d i­
v idua l i t  is ou r custom  as M r. 
Reed p ro p e rly  suggests, to 
com m ent e d ito r ia lly . H owever, 
we are su rp rised  th a t M r. 
Read should, on the basis o f one 
instance o f re p o rto ria l neg li­
gence, have concluded th a t our 
paper w h ich  he has know n to be 
tru th fu l and ob jective  has be­
come “ ve n a l.” —E d .)

FR O M  A C O M R AD E
IN  C AN AD A
D ear Com rade E d ito r :

P e rm it me to . congra tu la te  
you com rades in  the U n ited  
States fo r  hav ing  produced 
such an exce llen t paper.

The p u b lic ity  you have g iven 
the  W PA s tr ik e  s trugg les, cov­
e ring  such a la rge  area, is re ­
m a rkab le  fo r  a newspaper w ith  
m odest resources.

U p here in  A lb e rta  the  w o rk ­
ers and fa rm e rs  have had a 
double dose o f p o lit ic a l pottage 
w ith  d isastrous resu lts . A lre a d y  
the unem ployed are reduced to 
a pauper status. B u t the re  á re  
hea lthy  sym ptom s o f a re tu rn  
to independent w o rk in g  class 
action w ith  m ore  v ig o r, de te r­
m ina tion  than  ever before. 

W ish ing you eve ry  success.
F ra te rn a lly ,

C harles .L .
A ugust 1. 1939 
C a lga ry , A lb e rta
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In the World of Labor
_ By Paul G. Stevens —

South American Situation Fraught 
W ith Revolutionary Possibilities

(Th is w eek’s co lum n by D iego Montanez)
U n res t and tu rm o il continue in  L a tin  A m e r­

ica . C hile and E cuador have ju s t had a l it t le  
troub le . M exico  had a m in o r ou tbreak las t 
week in  the r ic h  m in in g  state o f G uanajuato 
and U n ited  States d ip lom a tic  sources h in t th a t 
they  expect fu r th e r developm ents. In fo rm a tio n  
fro m  B ra z il ind ica tes th a t the constant jockey­
ing  fo r  con tro l o f the governm ent is fa s t ap­
p roach ing  the po in t o f e rup tion  in to  open c iv il  
w a r. In  A rgen tina  the reac tiona ry . p ro -B ritish  
P res ident O rtiz , w ith  the aid o f the S ta lin is ts , 
w h ips up an anti-G erm an spy hunt. Through­
ou t the L a tin  p a rt o f the con tinen t one finds 
the same fe rm e n t th a t preceded the sweep of 
re vo lts  th a t took place in  1930.

W ith  so m any c a p ita lis t governm ents to tte r­
ing , a splendid o ppo rtun ity  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  
action  should ex is t. B u t, w ith  the exception of 
the n u m e rica lly  sm a ll sections of the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, and to a ce rta in  exten t the N a c i­
ona lis ta  P a rty  in  P uerto  R ico, the c leve r sm ile  
of Roosevelt and the p ro - im p e ria lis t tu rn  of 
the S ta lin is ts  have w rough t havoc am ong the 
labor and progressive m ovem ents o f the con­
tinen t.

The s itua tion  o f the cap ita lis ts  is com p li­
cated b y  severa l fac to rs . There are the s tru g ­
gles between the “ de m o cra tic ”  and “ d ic ta ­
to r ia l”  powers fo r  con tro l o f the indus tries  and 
m arke ts  and m ili ta ry  bases, the s trugg les be­
tween the U.S. and B r it is h  ca p ita lis ts , the 
strugg les o f the na tive  ca p ita lis ts  fo r  a la rg e r 
share o f the booty, the fusses occasionally  
ra ised by sections o f the na tive  ca p ita lis ts  who 
p re fe r “ l ib e ra l”  means of ru lin g , the con tinua l 
ba ttles  between sets o f job -hungry  o ffic ia ls , 
the m aneuvers o f the labor bureaucra ts and 
S ta lin is ts , and under them  a ll the restless s t ir ­
r in g  o f the hundred m illio n  w orke rs  and peas­
ants.

The freshe r bu reaucra tic  governm ent cliques 
th a t took pow er in  the wave o f revo lts  nine o r 
ten years  ago have become w orn  out. N ew  and 
s t i l l  freshe r s tra ta  are being pushed fo rw a rd . 
In  B ra z il a la rge  section o f the  ru lin g  class, ln -

c lud ing  m any o f the a rm y  leaders, has grow n 
tire d  o f the inep t and unsteady Vargas d ic ta ­
to rsh ip . They are p repa ring  fo r an a tte m p t to 
replace i t  w ith  one m ore  to th e ir  own lik in g . 
Th is  a tte m p t w il l  be b it te r ly  resisted by the 
Vargas group, p robab ly  to the po in t o f b loody 
c iv il  w ar.

In  the course o f such a w a r both sides w il l  
fe roc ious ly  tu rn  upon any section o f the w o rk ­
ing  class th a t ra ises its  head. The advanced 
w orkers , who supported the la rge  and in flu ­
en tia l C om m unist P a rty  in  the past, have by 
now lost a ll fa ith  in  the S ta lin is t re lic  th a t 
preaches support o f the ve ry  governm ent th a t 
m urdered  and ja ile d  thousands of its  old m i l i ­
tants and keeps i t  ille g a l even today. Whole 
masses have voted aga inst the "n e w  lin e ”  
w ith  th e ir  feet. O thers, to a su rp ris in g  and s ig ­
n ific a n t exten t, have draw n the lessons o f the 
S ta lin is t degeneration and have come over to 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

Though the S ta lin is t lackeys of the im p e ria l­
is t police “ reached the depth o f announcing 
over the Moscow short-w ave rad io  the re a l 
names of p a rty  m em bers who they knew were 
opposed to the support o f Yankee im p e r ia l­
is m ”  (quoted fro m  the unanim ous decision of 
the Sao Paulo R egional C om m ittee of the 
CJP.), the C om m unist organizations in  Parana 
and Sao Paulo (the la tte r  the B ra z ilia n  equiv­
a len t of N ew  Y o rk  S ta te), as w e ll as m any in ­
d iv id u a l m ilita n ts , have broken w ith  S ta lin ism  
and jo ined the L e n in is t W orkers P a rty  (F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l section in  B ra z il) .  E ven  in  the 
prisons and dungeons o f R io  and Fernando 
N aranho Is la n d  where Vargas keeps five  to 
s ix  thousand a n ti- im p e ria lis t fig h te rs , the 
same process is going on, as new  a rr iv a ls  
b rin g  news o f S ta lin ism  and the new F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l. The S ta lin is t henchm en now fin d  
them selves fo rced, by the appearance o f so 
m any m anifestos o f d is a ffil ia t io n  by m ilita n t 
C.P. groups, to s ign th e ir  lea fle ts : “ C om m un­
is t P a rty  (section o f the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l)” !

The re vo lu tio n a ry , B o lshev ik  m ovem ent in  
B ra z il, insp ired  by its  new gains, has held a 
congress to consolidate its  forces to prepare  to 
m ove fo rw a rd  to w inn ing  the masses o f down­
trodden, underfed  w orke rs  and landless peas­
ants fo r  thé decisive s trugg le  aga inst the co r­
ru p t n a tive  and fo re ig n  cap ita lis ts .

On the Line —  with Bill Morgan

Is  there  anybody who does no t know the 
s to ry  about the s ixteen b lind  m en who made a 
specia l t r ip  to  the B ro n x  Zoo Just to  become 
acquainted w ith 'th a t m ost e x tra o rd in a ry  o f a ll 
beasts, the elephant? I  thought so. W ell, i t  
seems these men a ll w a lked  up to the an im a l 
in  question and reached ou t to fee l i t  so th a t 
they could de te rm ine  its  size and proportions. 
As soon as the beast fe lt  s ixteen p a irs  of hands 
on his hide he tu rned  aw ay and ran  fo r  cover 
leav ing  the s ixteen b lind  m en s tanding around 
in  a c irc le . E ach  had grabbed a t the e lephant 
and each thought he knew w ha t the beast 
looked like .

“ I t  is  s im ila r  to the snake”  said the f i r s t  
because he had fe lt  on ly  the e lephant’s tru n k .

“ No, n o t a t a l l , ”  sa id the second who had 
touched the feet, “ i t  is  m ore like  a tre e ” .

“ A ll  w rong, a ll w rong ,”  m u tte red  a th ird , 
“ a beast w ith  ears lik e  th a t is m ore  lik e  a 
jackass.”

And so eve ry  b lind  m an w ent home w ith  his 
own idea o f w ha t an e lephant looks like . And 
each b lin d  m an w en t about describ ing  th is  
beast to  a ll h is fr iends . Y ou can im ag ine  the 
resu lt. Today m any people are under the im ­
pression th a t an e lephant is l it t le  d iffe re n t 
fro m  a seagull.
Some Can See/ But W on't Look

And now we come to the people who can see 
bu t who refuse to look. These people go about 
spreading s to ries about beast and m an w hich 
w ould  m ake your few  rem a in ing  locks tu rn  a 
cold, stone g rey . As has been sa id : “ There are 
none so b lin d  as those who w il l  no t see.”

N ow  then, unless we are to be in  the same 
boat w ith  the b lind  men, we m us t take  a good 
look a t the people we w an t to  ta lk  to  and 
about. The b lind  had an excuse bu t we have 
none. I f  we are to re a lly  convince the w orkers 
th a t they are on the rece iv ing  end o f a baseball 
ba t we m us t ge t ou t and take a good look a t 
them  and spend a l it t le  tim e  ta lk in g  w ith  them . 
Some o f us are in  fo r  a shock.

Take m y fr ie n d  T h is tle th w a ite  fo r instance. 
H ere is a guy who has read a ll the books 
and newspapers. He can rec ite  the constitu tion  
o f his union backw ards in  p ig  la tin . He has a 
repu ta tion  as a c ra cke r ja ck  m otion  m ake r on 
the socia l com m ittee . In  o ther w ords, a s m a rt 
guy. B u t like  the hero in  the P a lm  O live  Soap 
ads he lacks a ce rta in  som ething. And w ith ­
ou t th a t ce rta in  som eth ing his socia l life  is 
about as gay as a cru tch .

He tr ie d  eve ry th ing . He asked his best 
friends . He even took up phys ica l cu ltu re  bu t 
i t  was no t u n til he decided to re -exam ine his 
ideas w ith  some o r ig in a l research th a t h is life  
took on a new m eaning. T ry  i t  som etim e.

Follow an Idea Through
Take some idea w hich has been p o lite ly  ac­

cepted and never investigated  and fo llo w  i t  
down to the ground. A good p rob lem  and one 
w h ich  has been the sub ject o f discussion fo r  a 
long tim e  is the com position o f the C om m unist 
P a rty . I t ’s n o t w ha t you th in k .

I f  you are unde r the im press ion  th a t a ll 
m em bers o f the  C.P. are in  fu l l  agreem ent 
w ith  the line  o f H o ly  Joe (be tte r know n as 
B u tch ) you are show ing a ll the ea rm arks  o f 
a guy who has been liv in g  in  a t ig h tw a d ’s 
pocketbook.

M a tte r o f fa c t, i f  you take  the troub le  to 
re a lly  s it down and discuss w ith  rank  and file  
m em bers o f the C.P. you w il l  d iscover th a t 
they, fo r  the m ost p a rt, have some good, hea l­
th y  ins tinc ts . M any are re a lly  fo r  th is  lin e  of 
dem ocracy and i t  comes as a shock to le a rn  
the re a l m eaning o f the “ peace and dem oc­
ra c y ”  baloney w h ich  B row der & Co. have been 
s lic in g . M any re a lly  m ean i t  when they say 
they are aga inst fasc ism —o n ly  they don’t  un­
derstand how to f ig h t fasc ism . M ost o f them  
are no t aw are o f the po licy  fo llow ed by the 
S ta lin is ts  in  G erm any when H it le r  took pow er. 
M any are try in g  to estab lish dem ocracy in  
th e ir  un ion and fin d  i t  ha rd  to understand Just 
w hy the S ta lin is ts  keep s ta llin g  and s ta llin g

and s ta llin g .
The clause in  the S ta lin is t cons titu tion  w hich 

bars a ll m em bers o f the C .P. and the Y .C .L . 
fro m  ho ld ing  a discussion (o r a debate) w ith  
a T ro ts k y is t is  beg inning to ge t under th e ir  
fin g e rn a ils  because they are anxious to discuss 
w ith  us. They are w illin g  to ta lk  and we should 
p rov ide  eve ry  oppo rtun ity  to m ake discussion 
possible. I f  you th in k  they are u n w illin g  to ta lk  
w ith  us you should ge t a load o f the s itua tion  
as i t  exists in  ce rta in  sections. M any o f the 
same C .P .’ers who yesterday w ou ldn ’t  be seen 
anyw here near one o f ou r com rades today 
comes around and s ta rts  the  discussion.

When you pass a ru le  fo rb id d in g  a person 
fro m  th in k in g  o r associa ting w ith  people who 
th in k , you are only doing w ha t the bosses so 
fra n tic a lly  a tte m p t to push over on the discon­
tented popu la tion—law s fo rb id d in g  people to 
c r it ic iz e  the state o r to  ob jec t to the boss’s 
methods o f b reak ing  s tr ikes . In  o the r words 
the C.P. bureaucra ts  are a tte m p tin g  to save 
th e ir  skins by passing decrees.

I f  you th in k  i t  is no t w o rth  w h ile  to come in 
contact w ith  the ranks o f the C.P. you are m is ­
taken. There are today hundreds o f w orkers 
in  the unions who are supporting  the S ta lin is ts . 
W ithou t th is  support the S ta lin is ts  w ould fade 
away like  a bad sm e ll.

And these w orkers  are ready and w illin g  to 
ta lk  w ith  anyone who is fr ie n d ly  and who does 
not c a ll them  names r ig h t o ff the bat. We m ust 
be ca re fu l no t to  do th is  in  a w ay w h ich  w ould 
pu t them  on the  spot. T hey m ay s t i l l  have a 
s is te r o r b ro the r in  the C.P. and so m us t be 
ca re fu l w here and when he ta lks  w ith  us. In  
one un ion there are tw o m em bers o f the S ta l­
in is ts  who m eet and discuss w ith  us b u t can­
not leave the C.P. o r even be seen w ith  our 
com rades because th e y  have a fa th e r and 
m other in  the U.S.S.R. whom  they m us t p ro ­
tect. They know  w ha t w ould re su lt i f  they ever 
openly jo ined  the S.W.P.

Must Be Reached with Truth
M any o f the new er m em bers jo ined  the  C.P. 

because i t  seemed a fo rce  fo r  peace and de­
m ocracy. The re c ru its  had no w ay o f know ing 
w hat they  were in  fo r . They thought peace and 
dem ocracy could best be achieved by an o r­
ganized fo rce . They were r ig h t bu t the  C.P. 
p layed them  d ir t .  I t  exp lo ited th e ir  honest, n a t­
u ra l sentim ents. I t  a ttem pted  to tu rn  them  in ­
to T ro tsky -ba ite rs  and R oosevelt-vote-catchers. 
I t  gave them  a m is-education in  the fo rm  of 
S ta lin ism  and in  the nam e o f Len in . And i f  we 
abandon them  to th is  fa te  we w il l  on ly  be c u t­
tin g  o ff ou r noses to sp ite  our faces.

These ra n k  and f i le  m em bers o f the C.P. 
m ust be reached w ith  the tru th . We cannot ex­
pect to w in  over the C .P .’ers by some m ira c le . 
We m us t ta lk  w ith  them , exp la in  and do a ll 
we can to show them  where th e ir  p a rty  is  lead­
ing  the w o rk in g  class. They know  l it t le  o f re v ­
o lu tio na ry  h is to ry . They th in k  the C.P. is s t i l l  
re vo lu tio n a ry . They have a ll sorts o f strange 
ideas about the U.S.S.R. A nd as fo r  the S.W.P. 
—they have never read ou r paper o r attended 
a m eeting  o f ou r P a rty . They see the dangers 
of fasc ism  and w an t to f ig h t aga inst i t .  We 
can show them  the w ay to  f ig h t. We can dem ­
onstra te  the c o rre c t po lic ies. B u t we m ust 
f i r s t  g ive  them  a chance to m ee t w ith  us and 
to  discuss.

Democracy versus Fascism?
“ A  m odern  w a r between the  g re a t power» 

does no t s ig n ify  a c o n flic t between dem ocracy 
and fasc ism  b u t a s trugg le  o f tw o  im p e r ia l­
ism s fo r  the re -d iv is ion  o f the  w o rld . M ore­
over, the  w a r m us t in e v ita b ly  assume an in-1 
te m a tlo n a l ch a ra c te r and in  both  cam ps w il l  
be found' fa sc is t (sem i-fascis t, bonapartla t, 
e tc .) as w e ll as ‘d e m o cra tic ’ states. . . F in a lly , 
in  F rance  Itse lf, p a r lia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy, a l­
ready  s u ff ic ie n tly  weakened today, w ou ld  un­
doubted ly be one o f the f i r s t  v ic tim s  d l w a r i f  
i t  is  no t upset before its  s ta r t.”  (from  W ar 
sad the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l)

" New Masses"  and 
Father Coughlin

By JOSEPH H AN SEN
On Ju ly  30 F a th e r Coughlin 

openly and brazen ly declared 
c iv il  w a r on the A m erican  la- 
boi m ovem ent when he broad­
cast a speech en titled  “ The 
C all to A c tio n ”  over a na tion ­
w ide hook-up o f m ore  than 50 
rad io  stations.

C oughlin ca lled  on his s to rm  
troop  organ iza tion , w h ich  he 
ca lls  the “ C h ris tian  F ro n t,”  to 
take to the stree ts and fig h t 
“ cheek to Jowl”  and “ shoulder 
to shou lder”  w ith  anyone who 
opposes C oughlin ism . “ We w il l  
f ig h t you in  F ra n co ’s w a y !”  

C oughlin threatened to estab­
lish  a ‘defense m echan ism ”  in  
A m erica  like  Fasc ism  in  I ta ly  
and N azism  in  G erm any “ such 
as the w o rld  has no t seen.”

“ I t  is  a death s tru g g le !”  he 
declared. “ You are e ithe r w ith  
me or aga inst m e .”

T H A T  IS  A  D E C LA R A T IO N  
OF W AR !

D id n 't H ear H im  
H ow d id  the heroes of S ta lin ’s 

C om m unist P a r ty  m eet th is  
th re a t o f c iv i l  w a r aga inst the 
labor m ovem ent?

The New Masses, o ff ic ia l 
vo ice of S ta lin ’s A m erican  sec­
tion , declares in  an e d ito ria l of 
A ugust 8, th a t i t  d id n ’t  hear 
F a th e r C oughlin ’s speech, th a t 
i t  cou ldn ’t  locate any rad io  sta ­
tion  w h ich  had broadcasted 
F a the r C oughlin ’s speech, th a t 
i t  cou ldn ’t  even get a p rin ted  
copy o f the speech (Coughlin 
m a ils  them  out by the hundreds 
o f thousands, postage free) and 
hence had no w ay o f know ing 
w hat Coughlin said in  h is Sun­
day speech.

Where were the ed ito rs o f the 
New Masses? S tudying  how 
th e ir com rade G eneral M ia ja  
sold out the ra n k  and f i le  in  
Spain to fasc ism  and then 
scram m ed w h ile  h is passport 
was s t i l l  good? O r lis ten ing  to 
W HN, 1250 K ilocyc les  on the 
d ia l (announced in  Sunday’s 
New Y o rk  T im es rad io  section) 
as F a th e r C oughlin  to ld  A m e r­
ica w ha t he thought o f the “ non- 
le lig io u s  Jew s,”  the “ red 
leaders”  o f the A m erican  labor 
m ovem ent, the “ cow ard ice ”  of 
b is opponents, and how he 
w ould estab lish the w o rs t fa s ­
c is t d ic ta to rsh ip  the w o rld  has 
ye t seen!

Judge fo r you rse lf. W ithout 
hav ing  h e a r d  C oughlin ’s 
speech, w ithou t hav ing  read it ,  
they considered i t  dangerous 
and im p o rta n t enough to d is­
tu rb  the rank  and f i le  o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  and hence to 
deserve an answer. They de­
c la red  th a t C oughlin ’s “ in c it ­
ing  to v io lence” , " th e  cen tra l 
them e o f his speech las t Sun­
d a y ”  is no t the “ persecution 
m an ia  of dem entia  p raecox”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
H O LD  AUG UST 27 O P E N !!! 

The F riends  of the Russian 
B u lle tin  w il l  ho ld an a ll day 
ou ting  on Sunday, Aug. 27 a t 
Rye Beach. The boat w il l  
leave the B a tte ry  a t 10:15 
A .M . The en tire  day w il l  be 
spent a t Rye Beach and the 
re tu rn  t r ip  w il l  be made by 
boat, leav ing  in  the evening. 
The a rrangem ents com m ittee  
is p re p a rin g  a va rie d  and in ­
te res ting  p ro g ra m  o f games, 
m usic, sw im m ing , etc. There 
w il l  be dancing to the m usic 
o f a f irs t-ra te  orchestra  on 
the boat, w ith  a B roadw ay 
show on the re tu rn  t r ip .  T ic k ­
ets are ava ilab le  a t the  o ffice  
o f the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l a t 
the  nom ina l ra te  o f one dol­
la r .  P lease m ake you r rese r­
vations e a rly .

0.MF S E V E N  OAKS. Eaton- 
town, N . J . Tennis, sw im ­
m ing , ping-pong. P lum b ing . 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
M ake reserva tions, please! 
Phone: Eaton tow n 515.

but " a  sm ooth and e ffec tive  b it 
of fasc is t m ethodo logy.”

The New Masses cou ldn ’t  
fin d  ou t w ha t sta tions Coughlin 
u tilizes fo r  h is nation-w ide 
broadcasts every  Sunday in  the 
yea r and w h ich  he publishes 
p e rio d ica lly  in  Socia l Jus tice ! 
T h a t’s a l ie ! They knew  ve ry  
w e ll w hat he threatened.

The N ew  Masses got a te r r i ­
ble headache when they heard 
C oughlin p repa ring  his “ C hris­
tia n  F ro n t”  to use vio lence in  
the streets. They know  th a t the 
on ly w ay to defend yourse lf 
fro m  vio lence is by o rgan iz ing  
W orkers Defense G uards! B u t 
these heroes are the  la s t ones 
in  the w o rld  to  l i f t  up th e ir  fis ts  
even in  self-defense— m uch less 
defense o f the labo r m ovem ent. 
L ike  a l it t le  toy  dog th a t sud­
den ly decides h is  own b a rk  is 
loo dangerous, they pu lled  in  
ta i l  dam n qu ick.

A Sm elly P roposal
B u t he re ’s the pay-o ff—la s t 

sentence in  the e d ito r ia l, New 
Masses’ method o f fig h tin g  
A m e ric a ’s fa sc is t demagogue 
who announces to the w orld  
th a t he is ta k in g  “ F ra n co ’s 
w a y ” :

“ I t  is the f i r s t  du ty  o f p ro ­
gressives to lea rn  where and 
fro m  w ha t sta tions C oughlin is 
broadcasting  and to m ake th e ir 
fee lings im m e d ia te ly  know n to 
the ow ners.”

M ake th e ir  fee lings know n to 
the bosses who are backing  up 
C oughlin w ith  ha rd  cash!

Doesn’t  th a t sound sweet and 
dem ocra tic  and on you r toes, 
g ra n d m o th e r!

B u t i t  sm ells  like  S ta lin is t 
G eneral M ia ja ’s w ay o f fig h tin g  
F ra n c o !

MILLIONS OF 
MEN AWAIT 
CALL TO WAR

13,000,000 Million 
Men Under Arms in 
War Crazy World

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
have gone as fa r  as to send 
m ili ta ry  m issions to Moscow to 
discuss m a tte rs  o f s tra tegy  
even before the p o lit ic a l p a c t is 
concluded. Th is  step, designed 
as pressure on H it le r  and S ta lin  
a like , is  regarded as a cover- 
up fo r  the con tinu ing  deadlock 
o f the p a c t negotiations.

2. In  T okyo : the issue of 
Japanese adherence to the 
Ita lo -G erm an  m ili ta r y  a lliance  
has again come sh a rp ly  to the 
fo re . The Japanese have been 
engaged fo r  th ree  m onths in  
undeclared w a rfa re  aga inst the 
Russians on the M ongol fro n ­
tie r . They have so fa r  been re ­
lu c ta n t, how ever, to  jo in  the 
axis a lliance  fo r  fe a r o f fin d ­
ing them selves con fron ting  
B r ita in , F rance , and p robab ly  
the U n ited  States, as w e ll as 
Russia, in  w a r. The G erm ans, 
on th e ir  p a rt, have been none 
too anxious to b rin g  Japan in  
so long as they  be lieve there  is 
hope o f "n e u tra liz in g ”  the Rus­
sians.

B u t in  the la s t m onth  the 
Japanese have come to  g rips  
w ith  the B r it is h  in  a de te r­
m ined e ffo r t to  w in  a deeper 
Japanese foo tho ld  in  the a ll- 
im p o rta n t fo re ig n  concessions. 
An a n ti-B ritis h  cam paign, spon­
sored by the Japanese, is  in  
fu l l  sw ing.

W ith  Roosevelt’s move in  re ­
vok ing  the trade  tre a ty , s ign i­
fy in g  to the Japanese th a t they 
w il l  c e rta in ly  have Yankee im ­
p e ria lism  to contend w ith  in  
any case, the N ippon m ilita r is ts  
are  pressing fo r  the axis  a l l i ­
ance lin k . The Japanese c iv i l­
ian  leaders are ang ling  fo r  a 
m ore  fle x ib le  stand w h ich  
w ould leave Japan some nego­
tia tin g  leew ay i f  they  do fin d  
them selves in  the t ig h t spot o f 
fac ing  w a r  s im u ltaneous ly  
aga inst a ll the W estern powers 
and Russia.

D anzig  Seesaw
3. In  D anzig  and W arsaw : 

the seesaw continues. The 
Poles repeat and repeat again 
th a t they w il l  f ig h t i f  H it le r  
lays a f in g e r on the fa ir  face 
o f “ P o lish ”  Danzig. The Nazis 
declare they w il l  f ig h t i f  Po­
land prevents the res to ra tion  to 
the R eich o f “ G erm an D anz ig .”  
N e ithe r side w ants a w a r over 
th is  issue and H it le r  is  s t i l l  an­
g ling  fo r  another cold coup th a t 
w il l  enable h im  to come before 
the N urem berg  congress in  
Septem ber w ith  another t r i ­
um ph to present to the s ta rv ­
ing  people o f G erm any.

Negro Workers at Phila. Rally Hear 
SWP Position on WPAr Relief

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l) 
P H IL A D E L P H IA , J u ly  29— 

A t an outdoor m eeting a ttend­
ed by 75 Negro w orke rs , S.W.P. 
speakers exposed the com pany- 
union ro le  o f the W orkers A l­
liance.

Reuben P laske tt, Negro N ew ­
a rk  unem ployed leader, re ­
ceived a w a rm  reception when 
he took the stand and exp la ined 
(he p a rt o f Roosevelt as in it ia ­
to r of recen t cuts in  W PA and 
as s tr ike b re a ke r.

P ro m in e n t S ta lin is t whips 
stood aghast as po in t by po in t 
the treacherous, c lass-co llabor­
a tion p o licy  o f the C om m unist 
P a rty  in  the W orkers A lliance  
was unm asked.

S ta lin is t T rie s  to In te r ru p t 
S te rling  Rochester, m em ber 

o f the C.P. P h ilade lph ia  execu­
tive  com m ittee , a ttem pted  to 
in te rru p t a speaker, p resum ­
ab ly  because a profane w ord  
was used. (R ea lly  these T ro t- 
sky ites should be sent to  Sun­
day schoo l!) H ow ever, the 
w orkers present, in te n t upon 
the message o f the S.W .P., in ­
sisted th a t the speaker con­
tinue.

So in te rested  w ere the w o rk ­
ers, th a t the m eeting d id  no t 
ad journ  u n til m idn igh t.

A llia n ce  M em bers F rie n d ly  
P laske tt, surrounded by a 

dense crow d o f lis teners, tu rned 
the re a c tio n a ry  slander o f S ta l­
in is t questioners in to  boom er­
angs. W orkers A lliance  m em ­
bers d irec ted  good p o lit ic a l 
questions a t h im , and received 
answers th a t le ft  them  fr ie n d ly  
to the p ro g ra m  o f the S.W .P.

The w orkers liked  the S.W .P. 
p ro g ra m  o f a 20 b ill io n  do lla r 
F ede ra l W orks and Housing 
P ro g ra m , of tu rn in g  a ll w a r 
funds over to  the unem ployed, 
of opening the id le  fac to ries

under w o rke rs ’ con tro l, and of 
e xp ro p ria tin g  the S ix ty  F a m i­
lies.

One lis tene r shouted: “ You 
can ’t  te ll me Roosevelt gave us 
the W .P .A . We fough t fo r  every  
b it o f i t . ”

A  m em ber o f the P h ila d e l­
ph ia  W orkers A lliance  execu­
tiv e  com m ittee  acted as an 
“ im p a r t ia l”  ch a irm a n  in  a de­
bate between a S ta lin is t and a 
T ro tsky ite . Before long he fo r ­
got h im se lf and began asking 
questions th a t dem onstra ted in ­
te res t in  the p ro g ra m  o f the 
S.W .P. He le ft  the m eeting 
w ith  a copy o f the Appeal in  
h is pocket.

A ll copies o f the Socia list 
Appeal were sold ou t before the 
m eeting  was h a lf over. P enni­
less w orke rs  asked fo r  free  
copies.

A  la rge  l is t  o f p rom is ing  con­
tac ts  was collected.

LET'S ALL 
STICK TOGETHER

Come on a ll you fe llow s 
Who w o rk  on the W PA 
L e t's  a ll s tick  together 
And w e ’l l  get m ore pay.

The governm ent’s a ll aga inst 
us

Of th is  we have no donbt 
B u t le t ’s a ll keep together 
And v ic to ry  we w il l  shout.

Colonel H a rrin g to n  is the m an 
Who says w e ’l l  get m ore hours 
R u t i f  I  say no and you say no 
We w il l  send h im  to  the 

showers.

W PA s tr ik e r 
S trea tor, 111.

Stop Fascism 
In Am erica!

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

Depression Sweeps Ita ly
When the great imperialist bandits called off their W orld 

W ar and proceeded ft* split up the booty, recording the 
details o f this transaction in the Versailles Treaty, the 
Italian overlords o f industry came out at the short end o f 
the stick.

Instead o f vast colonies teeming with slaves and wealth 
which they had expected to chain to their profit machine, 
they got little  more than what was already under their 
domination when they first ordered the Italian workers 
and farmers into the trenches.

As a result, the war debt rested unusually heavy on the 
shoulders o f the workers and farmers and they were filled 
w ith discontent.

On top o f this, the tremendous factories and mills which 
had been constructed w ith feverish haste by the big indus­
trialists during the W orld W ar in order to rake down as 
much as possible o f the highly profitable war orders, now 
faced a greatly narrowed market. Factories and mills be­
gan shutting down.

Unemployment swept Italy.
Hundreds o f thousands o f hungry workers drifted from 

city to city searching fo r jobs. Young people found them­
selves facing a blank and desperate future, without hope o f 
work. And w ith the pillars o f the buying power o f the 
workers thus tom  out, thousands o f small merchants came 
crashing down in bankruptcy.

Everybody cast about desperately for some way out o f 
his misery.

N or were the big industrialists or the big land owners 
any too happy. Their profits continued to decline. Except­
ing only their own liv ing  standards, they slashed every 
possible cost to the bone. Nevertheless, profits declined 
still lower. Goods piled up to the roofs in the warehouses, 
and still no one came to buy. The capitalists cast greedy 
eyes on the concessions which the powerful trade unions 
had managed to w ring from them. W ith  all the hunger 
o f a safe-cracker sizing up a small-town bank, they even 
studied the insurance reserves and the savings o f the poor. 
A fte r all, they decided, the Italian workers and poor far­
mers were used to  starving!

Many o f the most clear-sighted workers, small farmers 
and merchants felt that there was only one way out and 
that way was socialism. That is, shifting the wheels o f 
industry into high gear under the ownership o f all the 
working people as a whole and producing for the use o f 
everybody instead o f the private profit o f a small handful 
o f stockholders.

When the strikers began operating the mills and fac­
tories in September 1920, all the workers who had been 
suffering from  the depression felt jubilant. I t  was only 
necessary to continue and to extend this action. Open up 
all the idle factories and set the machines to w ork! Then 
there would be jobs fo r everybody, short hours, plenty o f 
food, clothing, and the good things o f life.

But the small handful o f stockholding families, who had 
until then owned and controlled the national industries for 
their own private benefit and who, like similar families in 
other countries, consider themselves the axis around which 
the earth revolves, felt a cold sweat break out on their 
brows. I t  was necessary to do something and to do it  quick. 
They put their heads together. There was only one way out 
so fa r as they were concerned and that was to increase 
profits by drastically cutting wages. But how break through 
the trade unions?

A t first they tried ordinary strikebreakers—$10-a-day 
men who w ill swing a club on the head o f any worker 
who dares to stand up fo r his rights, or fo r a slight extra 
commission shoot him in the back.

But the entire working class was too strongly united and 
m ilitant to be overcome by these raw time-worn tactics.

They repulsed this offensive o f the bosses.
The capitalists saw that there was no way to bring back 

their profits except by streamlining the attack with cun­
ning and deception. I f  the throat o f the labor movement 
could not be cut by a frontal swipe, then it  was necessary 
to stick the knife in from behind.

No one was better fitted for this job than Benito 
Mussolini.

(Continued in  nex t issue)

The Army Has a New Rapid-Fire Rifle . . . j
The an ti-w a r a g ita to r has a new weapon too—

j Just out---
\
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
t. Open the idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
8. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and Housing program.
4. Th irty-th irty! 430-weekly minimum wage— 

30-hour weekly maximum for a ll workers on 
a ll Jobs.

t. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

C. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
1. A ll war funds to the unemployed.
t . A people’s referendum.on any and a ll wars.
P. No seeret diplomacy.

I t .  An Independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.

Roosevelt's W hip
A  well-worn argument against a People’s 

Vote on W ar is the charge that the people would 
be more subject to pressure and propaganda than 
Congress is. Is that so?

In  December 1937 the Ludlow Resolution fo r 
a war referendum was lying buried in a sub­
committee o f the House. Under the rules, a 
petition was circulated to take it out o f com­
mittee. A  m ajority o f Congressmen— 218—  
signed the petition, making it effective, with 
more Congressmen waiting to sign i f  their names 
were needed. On January 10 a motion was made 
to discharge the committee, that is, to permit the 
House to discuss it. Strangely enough, this was 
defeated, even though a m ajority had already 
put themselves on record in favor o f a debate 
on the question.

In  the American Magazine fo r November 
1938, Jim Farley explained what happened be­
hind the scenes.

“ I  spent an entire day on the telephone asking 
Democratic members o f the House o f Repre­
sentatives to vote against bringing up the war- 
referendum resolution. Many o f them had al­
ready voted to discharge the resolution from the 
committee, the first move in the parliamentary 
skirmish, thus in effect committing themselves 
to its passage. Some members frankly said they 
were unable to go along w ith  the administration. 
Others said they would stand by the administra­
tion and vote in the negative. This appeal by 
telephone had an influence in blocking considera­
tion o f the resolution.”

Result : the motion to discharge the committee 
lost by the narrow margin o f 21 votes.

How can the masses have confidence in Con­
gress to represent their interests on the vital 
question o f war, when a day’s telephoning by 
Farley carries more weight w ith the Representa­
tives than does the known desire of the people?

Reaction Advances
Congress has adjourned, after a session of 

seven months.
During those seven months not only Congress 

but the government as a whole, in legislative and 
executive and judicial branches, has had a per­
fect record.

W ithout a single exception visible to the naked 
eye, every step which the government has taken 
has been— reactionary.

That’s something to be proud of, all r ig h t: 
that you can go through seven whole months 
without a hitch, without a reversal, without even 
a momentary change of direction.

In  November, before Congress opened, Roose­
velt gave the lead by starting the firing o f the 
W P A  workers. 300,000 hit the street before the 
opening day o f Congress.

But Congress and the courts soon caught up 
w ith and surpassed the big chief.

The Fansteel and the Apex Hosiery decisions 
— there the courts showed their stuff.

Cutting down the deficiency relief appropria­
tion, the 18 months’ rule on W PA, no new funds 
fo r housing— here was Congress going to town.

And President and Congress worked together 
on the billion cut in relief, the abolition o f the 
prevailing wage, the two billion dollars arma­
ment appropriation.

During these seven months, the New Deal was 
buried. The W ar Deal, which is also a deal of 
social reaction, was put in its place.

Roosevelt did his best to keep the lead in the 
reactionary wave. W ith  his words, “ You cannot

strike against the government,”  he made plain 
that he is ready to go as far to the right as the 
S ixty Families demand.

But —  as yet —  he wasn’t going quite fast 
enough to suit W all Street, so in the last two 
weeks the opposition bloc in Congress took 
things into its own hands, and finished up the 
first stage o f the job.

Who is to blame for reaction’s mighty ad­
vance?

The Supreme Court used to get the rap a 
few years ago. But the Court hasn’t had much 
to say this year.

Then the Republican Party. But the Republic­
ans are a m inority in Congress, and the Demo­
crats have the Presidency.

Now some people are trying to tell us that 
John Garner is the real devil.

But look over the record: all factions o f both 
parties, Roosevelt and his administrative ap­
pointees together w ith elected Congressmen both 
Republican and Democratic have done their 
share.

But what do you expect?
W hy shouldn’t both Republicans and Demo­

crats, right-w ing and left-wing, all do the bid­
ding o f the S ixty Families?

The two parties they belong to are boss par­
ties, and never pretended to be anything else. 
The Republican and Democratic parties daily 
swear their loyalty to capitalism, and pledge 
themselves to preserve and defend it.

The truth is that we, we the workers o f this 
country, are the ones to blame for the record of 
Congress in the session just finished.

We are to blame because we turn the govern­
ment over to the boss parties, and through those 
parties to the bosses.

We are to blame because we don’t  take things 
into our own hands, and build our own party.

W'e are to blame because we sit back and let a 
boss government run things, instead o f estab­
lishing o iir own government.

Nobody is going to do our work for us.
I f  we don’t get going now, we w ill have to 

start in the concentration camps.
I t  would be a lot harder and a lot longer that 

way.

Defending 'Democracy'
The newspapers are having a hard time ex­

plaining away the fact that the great “ democ­
racies”  are preparing for war against the totali­
tarian countries by becoming less and less demo­
cratic and more and more totalitarian.

In  France the Daladier government has con­
temptuously kicked aside the external trappings 
o f democratic government. Decrees are substi­
tuted for laws. M ilita ry  courts and star-chamber 
proceedings are substituted for the so-called due 
process of law. R igid censorship is substituted 
fo r the so-called “ freedom of the press.”  Finally, 
parliament itself is thrown on the scrap heap 
and along with it the whole election machinery. 
There were supposed to be elections this year 
but for reasons o f “ national emergency”  Dala­
dier has postponed them until 1942.

In Great Britain all the supposedly honored 
traditions o f legality are thrown aside to permit 
a ruthless campaign o f persecution, arrest, and 
deportation o f all Irishmen suspected o f sympa­
thizing with the republican cause. Over its own 
sharp protests— voiced even in the ranks of 
Chamberlain’s own supporters, Parliament was 
forced to adjourn on the very eve o f what were 
expected to be the most critical weeks of the 
summer. Chamberlain consoled them with the 
promise that he would call them back to approve 
anything he does in the meanwhile . . . i.e., when 
it w ill be too late to disapprove.

In this country the spokesmen for the Roose­
velt W ar Deal are providing us with another 
spectacle o f what our lords and masters really 
mean by this ‘democracy”  they prate about in 
their arguments against the simple demand that 
the people be permitted to vote on the life-and- 
death issue o f war. They are trying to tell us 
that “ democracy”  means that we are supposed 
to put our blind faith in a tiny group o f divinely 
inspired “ representatives”  voted into office by 
the skullduggery and lies o f the big American 
political machines!

What are these rulers so afraid of? In 
France Daladier and Co. have been telling the 
world that the “ nation”  is “ united”  as never 
before in support o f the government’s war pro­
gram. Then why is Daladier afraid to hold an 
election to prove this support? W hy is he afraid 
such an election w ill reveal “ internal disunity”  ? 
O r is it rather that he fears he is not yet able 
to organize a gun-at-the-throat plebiscite as 
effectively as (Hitler does?

The answer to all these questions is the same. 
These politicians all know that the “ democracy” 
they want the people to die for is the bunk. 
They know it  is only a fig leaf for the rule o f 
the plutocracies they represent, the handful o f 
ultra-powerful monopolists and financiers who 
are the real evil geniuses o f the war crisis.

They know that a real democracy o f the 
people would never permit them to continue their 
villainous effort to drive the peoples o f the world 
into a death struggle in behalf o f the profits and 
markets o f the super-capitalists. They know that 
in a real democracy o f the masses, o f the work­
ers, capitalism itself would no longer exist.

The Bankers Block Construction- -  
Blame the Unions, Says New Deal

New Deal Investigators Ignore Real Cause of Crisis 
In Construction Industry —  Shielding the Bankers 
They Declare Prosecution Aimed at Building Unions

By R U TH  J E F F R E Y
W hy the pa ra lys is  o f the con­

s truc tion  indus try?  Seeking a 
c u lp r it ,  A ss is tan t A tto rney  Gen­
e ra l T hu rm a n  A rno ld  has po in t­
ed a fin g e r a t the bu ild ing  
trades unions and has an­
nounced fo rthcom ing  prosecu­
tions, a im ed p r im a r i ly  a t the 
unions.

A rn o ld ’s announcem ent got 
Leadlines. B u t one had to d ig  
and d ig. f in a lly  to fin d , on page 
26 o f the N ew Y o rk  T im es of 
J u ly  26, the expe rt testim ony 
before the T em p o ra ry  N a tion ­
a l Econom ic C om m ittee  w h ich  
thorough ly  disproves A rn o ld ’s 
s ta tem en t to th a t body.

“ I f  one succeeded in  reduc­
ing  the wages o f b u ild ing  labor­
ers o f a ll k inds by one-ha lf,”  
stated D r. K reps, o f the T .N . 
E .C . consu lting  s ta ff, “ the net 
ach ievem ent so fa r  as the c a r­
ry in g  charges o f the house are 
concerned w ould not be equal 
to th a t o f cu ttin g  the in te res t 
ra te  fro m  5 to 4 per ce n t.”

F u rth e r and equa lly  dam ag­
ing  tes tim ony, reported  in  the 
Appeal o f A ugust 1, was ev i­
den tly  considered u n fit  to  p r in t 
a t a ll, and had to be cu lled 
fro m  the hard-headed “ B us i­
ness W eek,”  w h ich  doesn’t  
bother to  te ll its  in d u s tr ia l m ag­
nate-readers the lies  w hich the 
d a ily  press hands out. 
FACTORS W H IC H  R U IN  
T H E  IN D U S T R Y

Three fac to rs  pa ra lyse  the 
cons truction  in d u s try . E x o rb i­
ta n t in te re s t ra tes are m a in ­
ta ined  by the banks w h ich , o f 
course, have a m onopoly on 
c re d it fa c ilit ie s . The banks a l­
so m a in ta in  h igh p rices fo r  the 
b u ild ing  sites, by th e ir  con tro l 
of m ortgage issuance.

A th ird  fa c to r w h ich  keeps 
housing expensive and there ­
fo re  para lyses the construction

. indus try , is the h igh cost of 
bu ild ing  m a te ria ls . And th is  
fa c to r the banks are also re ­
sponsible fo r, since the banks 
contro l the en tire  construction 
in d u s try . Th is  fa c t is no t gen­
e ra lly  known and deserves 
some descrip tion .

Through in te rlo ck in g  d ire c ­
to ra tes, 24 New Y o rk  banks 
hold 6,250 d irec to rsh ips in  in ­
dustries, corpora tions o f v a r i­
ous k inds, insurance companies 
and o ther banks. W ith in  th is  
ne tw ork the construction  indus­
t r y  is  secure ly  held in  the con­
tro l o f the banks.

Two banking  houses la rg e ly  
dom inate the construction  com ­
panies—M organ  and R ockefe l­
le r.

In  an a rb itra tio n  proceeding 
in  June, 1933, the B ric k la y e rs , 
Masons and P las te re rs  In te rn a ­
tio n a l U nion, defending union 
wage and hour standards 
aga inst the Mason B u ilde rs  As­
socia tion o f the  bosses, was 
able to show, in  the union b r ie f:

” 1. T h a t cons truction  has 
been one of the m any ad juncts 
o f the g rea t bank ing  in s titu ­
tions.

“ 2. T h a t there  is a g rea t net­
w ork  of in te rlo ck in g  d irec to rs  
between banks, construction 
com panies, supp ly and m a te r i­
a l com panies and between con­
s tru c tio n  com panies ostensib ly 
engaged in  com petition , and 
th a t am ong the banks th e m ­
selves there  is  an in te rlo ck in g  
l  e la tion  w h ich  m akes possible 
the en forcem ent o f a s ingle po l­
ic y  in  any g iven fie ld .
RANKS D IC TA T E  
W AG E P O LIC Y

“ 3. T h a t i t  is  and has been 
possible fo r  the banks, begin­
n ing w ith  the g re a t p riva te  
banking  houses and continu ing  
on down th rough the com m er­
c ia l banks to the construction

companies, to insp ire  and en­
force a wage po licy  su itab le  to 
the banks.

“ 4. T h a t i t  w ould be a lm ost 
im possib le  fo r  the construction  
companies to o rig ina te  and en­
fo rce  a wage p o licy  no t ap­
proved by the banks, under the 
conditions th a t have existed.

“ 5. T h a t in  conducting  th e ir 
operations the in d u s try  has had 
to fig u re , no t on ly  on a reason­
able p ro f it  fo r  the construction  
com panies, bu t on a m u lt ip lic a ­
tion  o f p ro fits  to m eet the p ro f­
i t  requ irem ents  o f a s truc tu re  
of la ye r upon la ye r o f co rpora ­
tions, w h ile  wages have been 
no m ore than a necessary e v il 
to be hurd led  in  the race fo r 
p ro f its . ’ ’

Wage standards in  the b u ild ­
ing  and construction  in dus try  
have long been under a tta ck  by 
the ru le r-banks. The union, in  
the above-m entioned a rb itra ­
tion , showed th a t “ the Chase 
N a tiona l and the N a tiona l C ity  
B ank issued o ff ic ia l bu lle tins  
dem anding wage reductions 
and denouncing the 5-day 
w eek.”

The banks, in  a ttack ing  un­
ion standards, not on ly  seek to 
weaken the unions w hich cha l­
lenge th e ir  absolute ru le , b u t 
also seek to use the unions as 
a scape-goat upon w h ich  the 
w ra th  o f a na tion  m a y  be ex­
pended in  such a housing c ris is  
as ex is ts  today.
N E W  D E A L  DOES 
B A N K S ’ D IR T Y  W O RK

Thanks to the New Deal 
Congress, w h ich  has supplied 
to the N ew  D eal D epa rtm ent of 
Justice the funds w ith  w h ich  to 
h ire  a s ta ff o f 200 la w y e rs T o r 
its  Septem ber “ tru s t-b u s tin g ”  
cam paign, the a ttack  upon un­
ion wage-scales in  the bu ild ing  
in d u s try  w il l  be taken o u t o f 
the hands o f the over-w orked 
banks and adequately pushed 
by the governm ent. The trus ts  
w h ich  the banks have fo rm ed , 
w h ich  m ake o f the construction  
in d u s try  “ an is land surrounded 
by p ro fit- ta k in g  devices.”  w il l  
s it on the sidelines and w atch  
the fun .

The unions are to be the 
scapegoat fo r  the housing c ris is  
and pa ra lys is  o f construction. 
As fo r  the rea l causes—exorb i­
ta n t in te re s t ra tes, a r t if ic ia lly  
h igh prices o f bu ild ing  sites and 
construction  m a te ria ls  — these 
the A ssis tan t A tto rney  General 
mentioned on ly  to say: “ Such 
rem edies are not w ith in  the 
scope o f th is  re p o rt.”  (N . Y . 
T im es, Ju ly  8). W ith in  the 
scope o f h is repo rt A rno ld  
chose to inc lude on ly  the p ros­
ecution o f the labor unions.

A VICTORY FOR 
FOURTH INT'L 
IN INDO-CHINA

D ear Com rade T ro ts k y :
You m ust be acquainted w ith  

the resu lts  o f the co lon ia l e lec­
tions o f la s t A p r il 30 in  Cochin- 
chine (C ochin-China). Despite 
the sham efu l coa lition  o f the 
bourgeoisie o f a ll types and the 
S ta lin is ts , we have won a sh in­
ing v ic to ry . . .

We w ent to ba ttle , the  f la g  of 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w ide ly  
un fu rled . O u r v ic to ry  is  one o f 
a ll the  F o u rth  over the bour­
geoisie, n a tu ra lly , b u t above 
a ll, over th e ir  soc ia l-dem ocra t­
ic  and S ta lin is t agents. We 
have fa ith  in  the f in a l v ic to ry  
o f the p ro le ta r ia t, th a t is , in  the 
v ic to ry  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l.

Th is  fa ith  you have im p a rte d  
to us. Today, m ore  than  ever, 
we understand the Im portance 
not on ly  o f the p ro g ra m  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, bu t also 
of you r s trugg le  o f 1925-28 
against the theo ry  and p rac tice  
o f socia lism  in  one coun try , o f 
you r s trugg le  aga inst the peas­
an ts ’ In te rna tiona l, the  a n ti- im ­
p e ria lis t league and o th e r show 
com m ittees, A m ste rdam -P ieye l 
and others.

In  these days o f hope engen­
dered by o u r recen t v ic to ry , 
we th in k  o f you, o f the m o ra l 
and phys ica l su ffe rings  th a t 
you and you r com rade have en­
dured. We w an t to  say to  you 
th a t even in  th is  rem ote  co m e r 
of the F a r E ast, in  th is  back­
w a rd  coun try , you have fr iends  
who agree w ith  you, com rades 
who s trugg le  fo r  th a t to  w hich 
you have devoted yo u r l ife , fo r  
soc ia lism , fo r  com m un ism !

O ur a ffec tiona te , B o lshevlk- 
L e n in is t sa lu ta tions.

Fhan-van-H um  
T ran-van-Thacb 
Ta-thu-Thau, and 
the group La  L u tte  

M a y  18. 1939

CIO Unionmen Back AFL  
In Colorado PW A Strike

By J. T . M A L L E Y
(S pecia l to the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
D E N V E R , Colo., Aug. 3 — 

H e ll broke loose yesterday a t 
the site  o f the F edera l govern­
m e n t’s Green M ounta in  D am  
P ro je c t near K re m m lin g , Col­
orado, h igh in  the Rockies, and 
about 150 m iles west o f D enver, 
when s ix  union p icke ts were 
shot, one seriously wounded by 
the county s h e r iff ’s "d e p u tie s ,”  
who are bus ily  engaged in  
m a in ta in in g  “ law  and o rd e r”  
a t the s tru ck  p ro ject.

On J u ly  12, five  unions, a f f i l ­
iates of the A .F .L ., inc lud ing  
the opera ting  engineers, the 
p lasterers and cem ent fin is h ­
ers, the bridge  and s tru c tu ra l 
iron  w orkers , and the hod ca r­
r ie rs  and laborers, s tru ck  fo r 
the closed shop, and union rec­
ognition. The W arren C onstruc­
tion  Co. o f Chicago, con trac to r 
on the p ro jec t, has consistently

Since th is  d ispatch was sent 
in , and as reported  in  the la s t 
issue of the SOCIALIST A P ­
P E A L , N a tiona l G uardsm en 
replaced and d isarm ed the 
“ deputies.”  The guardsm en, 
on th e ir  a r r iv a l,  were cheered 
by the s tr ike rs  . . . a fte r 
w h ich  the com m ander o f the 
guardsm en announced: “ Any 
m an who w ants to go back to 
w o rk  can go back to w o rk .”

refused to recognize the unions. 
The s tr ike  was declared ille g a l 
under the laws of the state 
w hich requ ire  th a t 30 days no­
tice  be g iven the State Indus- \ 
t r ia l  C om m ission before the 
men down tobls, IN  S P IT E  OF 
T H E  FA C T  T H A T  T H E  LA W  
WAS D E C LA R E D  U NCO NSTI­
T U T IO N A L  B Y  A COLORADO 
COURT A F E W  Y E A R S  AGO.

Th ings rem ained peacefu l un­
t i l  A ugust 1 when a “ back to 
w o rk ”  m ovem ent o f 200 men 
composed a lm ost e n tire ly  o f lo ­
cal business men and fa rm e rs  
smashed the p icke t lines and 
took over the p ro je c t cam p. 
S h e riff John H . Lee, who is 
fa s t becom ing the “ d a r lin g ”  of 
the loca l v ig ilan tes  and the 
W arren C onstruction Co., im ­
m ed ia te ly  deputized a ll o f the 
"C o m m itte e  of 200,”  dec la ring  
" I  am  deputiz ing the men who 
w ant to go back to w ork be­
cause I  feel they have a r ig h t 
to w ork and I  m ean to hold the 
cam p fo r th e m .”

The s tr ike rs  im m e d ia te ly  
called to D enver fo r re in fo rce ­
m ents where 600 m en had 
w alked o ff loca l PW A construc­
tion  jobs in  sym pathy w ith  the 
s tr ike rs . 60 D enver sym pa th iz ­
ers were enroute to the dam  
site in  autom obiles when they 
were repulsed fro m  barricades 
erected near the p ro je c t by the

local v ig ila n te  “ C om m ittee of 
200,’ ”  who fire d  on the sym pa­
th izers, h itt in g  tw o. F ou r p ick ­
ets had been shot by them  ea r­
lie r  in the day. one shot in  the 
head.

The “ C o m m itte e " dem ol­
ished m ost o f the phones in  the 
tow n to p reven t the s tr ike rs  
fro m  g e tting  outside help, and 
they were m a in ta in in g  a s tr ic t  
censorship over the rem a in ing  
phones in  town. H av ing  shot 
o ff th e ir faces and th e ir  guns, 
the C om m ittee has succeeded 
in ge tting  the governor to de­
c la re  th a t a state of " In s u rre c ­
t io n ”  exists in  the county.

As usual the S h e riff declared 
th a t the s tr ike rs  had fire d  the 
f ir s t  shots. B u t a ll the s tr ike rs  
and sym path izers had been 
searched tw ice  in the la s t tw o 
days by the v ig ilan tes  and no 
weapons had been found.

The CIO U n ited  M ine, M ill  
and Sm elte r W orkers U nion, 
through R eid Robinson, in te r­
na tiona l president, issued the 
fo llow ing  s ta tem ent: “ We of 
the CIO M iners  and Tunnel 
W orkers U nion (a ffilia te  o f the 
U M M &SW ) have every  reason 
to know th a t the State Indus­
t r ia l  C om m ission, is a p r im a ry  
cause of v ig ila n tis m  and indus­
tr ia l d iso rder in  th is  state, a c t­
ing as a s tr ike  b reak ing  agency 
instead of a ttem p ting  to b rin g  
about genuine barga in ing .

“ In  th is  issue we stand 
shoulder to shoulder w ith  these 
A F L  v ic tim s  o f o ff ic ia lly  con­
doned b ru ta lity  and te rro r.

"W e hold G overnor C a rr, the 
in d u s tria l com m ission and the 
s h e riff who deputized and 
arm ed the s tr ikeb reake rs  jo in t­
ly  responsible fo r  w ha t has hap­
pened a t Green M ounta in  and 
fo r any fu r th e r vio lence th a t 
m ay occur.

C a ll One Day Stoppage
" In  line  w ith  th is  a ttitude  our 

local union. Colorado Tunnel 
W orkers a t Idaho Springs, op­
e ra tin g  under co n tra c t on the 
W illia m s  F o rk  tunne l, w il l  ca ll 
a one-day s tr ik e  to p ro test th is  
f la g ra n t v io la tion  o f the funda­
m enta l r ig h ts  o f Colorado labor 
and th is  re tu rn  to a reg im e of 
bloodshed instead o f fa ir  deal­
in g .”

To stop th is  “ f la g ra n t v io la ­
tion  of the r ig h ts  o f la b o r.”  to  
smash th is  g row ing  v ig ila n te  
and fasc is t m ovem ent there is 
on ly  one so lu tion  w h ich  the la ­
bor leaders and the ra n k  and 
tile  m ust adopt o r perish , they 
m ust organize W orkers Defense 
G uards to  p ro tec t them selves 
aga inst another and m o r e  
Green M ountains.

The s tr ike , in vo lv in g  abdut 
500 men, w il l  continue u n til i t  
is  settled to the sa tis fac tion  of 
the men.

J  By James Burnham

Government
Of a ll fo rm s  o f p o lit ics , "c e n tr is m ”  is the lowest. 

C en trism  in  p o lit ics  is the equ iva len t o f hypocrisy 
in  personal m o ra lity . The ce n tr is t, w ith o u t a f irm  
p rog ram  o r c lea r perspective o f h is own, tr ie s  to 
m ake a career out o f p la y in g  the le ft  w in g  against 
the r ig h t. He ta lks  b ig  and acts l it t le .  Today he is 
a ra d ica l and to m o rro w  a conserva tive . H is  words 
never correspond to his deeds.

In  confused tim es, the ce n tr is t can fo r  a w hile  
m ake m ost people, inc lud ing  h im se lf, th in k  he is 
God A lm ig h ty . B u t, as the lines ge t d ra w n  m ore 
sha rp ly , every  c e n tr is t meets the same fa te : he is 
f i r s t  squeezed and then crushed between the r ig h t 
and the le f t :  He squawks and yow ls a b it, and then 
e ithe r cap itu la tes o r gets th row n  in to  the ju n k - 
heap. As a m a tte r of fa c t, he usua lly  ends up in 
the junkheap even when he cap itu la tes, since both 
r ig h t and le ft  have on ly  con tem pt fo r  h im .

Roosevelt as Centrist
In  re la tion  to boss po lit ics  gene ra lly , and specif­

ic a lly  in  re la tio n  to his own p a rty , R oosevelt is  a 
ce n tr is t. He is  an ou ts tanding, shrew d and b r i l l ia n t  
ce n tr is t, tru e  enough, b u t no t a ll h is q u a litie s  ex­
em pt h im  fro m  the opera tion  o f the genera l law s 
o f his k ind  o f po litics .

B asing  h im se lf upon w ide mass support among 
the people, he has tr ie d  to ra ise h im se lf above the 
fa c tio n a l s trugg le  w ith in  the D em ocra tic  P a rty . 
He has thought tha t, w ith  the he lp  o f F a r le y  and 
the p a r ty ’s center, he could m ediate  between and 
reconcile  the r ig h t w ing  (G arne r) and the le ft 
(John L . L e w is ).

W hile  a lw ays se rv ing  the in te rests  o f the  r ig h t 
w ing  in  m a jo r m a tte rs , fo r  fiv e  years m ost o f his 
speeches and some o f h is acts w ere designed to 
appease the le ft. In  the confusion o f 1933-38, th is  
w orked w e ll enough; b u t tim es have g row n  ha rde r, 
the c ris is  sharper, and the r ig h t w ing  m ore de fin ­
ite  in  w ha t i t  wants, so th a t the r ig h t now  demands 
an end to p la y in g  around.

A fte r ge tting  a taste of the r ig h t w ing  w h ip  in  
the de fea t of the Supreme C ourt expansion p lan, 
the f i r s t  b i l l  fo r E xecu tive  reorgan iza tion , and the 
fa ilu re  o f the “ p u rg e ” , Roosevelt^-who, lik e  a ll 
cen tris ts , is  a cow ard— was w illin g  and anxious to 
buckle down.

F ro m  la s t N ovem ber on, he has tr ie d  to prove to 
the r ig h t, in  action, th a t he is Teady to do th e ir  
b idd ing . He began the d rive  aga inst the unem ­
ployed. He set the sham e fu lly  low  fig u re  fo r  the 
new W PA app rop ria tion . H is  m an, H a rr in g to n , de­
m anded the end o f the p re v a ilin g  wage. He ap­
pointed the rig h t-w in g e r, Le iserson, to  the La b o r 
B oard , and com pelled the B oard  to a lte r its  ru les 
in  fa v o r o f em ployers. He rev ised ta xa tio n  along 
the W a ll S tree t lines. He appointed M cN u tt, the 
Hoosier H it le r . He announced to the w o rld  th a t 
“ You cannot s tr ik e  aga inst the gove rnm en t” . He 
stopped the sn ip ing  a t the p riv a te  U tilit ie s .

In  o ther w ords, Roosevelt abandoned the sub­
stance o f the New D eal, inso fa r as the N ew  Deal 
m eant those socia l concessions to the masses 
w h ich  w ere the stock-in -trade o f the D em ocra tic  
P a r ty ’s re fo rm is t le ft  w ing .

The Ungrateful Right W ing
H av ing  thus g iven the r ig h t w ing  v ir tu a lly  a ll i t  

demanded, hav ing  done its  d ir ty  w o rk  fo r  i t  (as 
is the un ive rsa l custom  w ith  ce n tr is ts ), Roosevelt 
doubtless expected a l it t le  g ra titu d e . He m us t have 
fe lt  he had the “ r ig h t”  to  some p a rty  ha rm ony and 
a few  m in o r face-saving b ills  to pa tch  up h is rec ­
o rd  w ith  “ the people” . He sent along to  Congress 
h is fake  “ spending-lend ing”  b ill,  w h ich  d id n ’ t 
am ount to a p inch  o f snu ff anyw ay, and a b i l l  fo r  
increased au thoriza tion  fo r  housing loans (though 
the present au tho riza tion  is  by no means used up 
by his snail-paced housing p ro g ra m ).

B u t when a r ig h t w ing  gets going, i t  develops a 
prod ig ious appetite . And i t  de ligh ts  in  h u m ilia tin g  
a cen tr is t, as w e ll as defeating h im , in  o rde r 10 
teach h im  a few  lessons fo r the fu tu re .

R oosevelt’s cap itu la tion , fa r  fro m  p a c ify in g  the 
r ig h t w ing , on ly  hardened it .  The bloc w ith  the 
R epublicans was, in  the la s t weeks of the session, 
so lid ified  in to  a w o rk in g  m a jo r ity , and the P re s i­
dent was m erc iless ly  pounded w ith  one sharp  b low  
a fte r another. N o t on ly  were a ll o f h is  proposals 
th row n  out o f the w indow , bu t the H a tch  B il l,  
p lanned to weaken his in fluence on the P a rty  m a­
ch ine ry , was th ru s t down his th ro a t. Roosevelt, 
cu ttin g  the same con tem ptib le  f ig u re  as a ll cen­
tr is ts  under the same c ircum stances, could do 
noth ing  bu t s it back im p o te n tly ; and, in  spite o f 
w h in ing  com pla in ts  to the press, d id  no t have the 
guts even to veto the H atch  B il l.

M eanw hile  the m iserab le  le ft  w ing  o f the D em ­
o c ra tic  P a rty , whose whole po licy  boils down to 
“ p u t fa ith  in  R oosevelt” , tr ie d  to cover its  own 
bankrup tcy  w ith  a rh e to rica l dem onstra tion : John 
L . L e w is ’ denuncia tion o f G arner.

What's Left for Roosevelt
The session o f Congress ju s t ended has w ritte n  

fin is  to the N ew  Deal chapter. The New D ea l has 
gone, and no one has the pow er to sum m on i t  back. 
I t  w ent, bas ica lly , because its  socio-economic fu n c ­
tion  in  the U n ited  States was fin ished ; and th is  
was re flected  by the p o lit ic a l collapse o f its  p re v i­
ous supporters, and the rise  to con tro l o f its  oppo­
nents.

I f  the in te rn a l s itua tion  were a ll th a t had to be 
taken in to  account, we could now say th a t Roose­
v e lt w ould have fin ished  h is im p o rta n t p a r t in  U.S. 
p o lit ics  and w ould be on h is w ay ou t o f. the p ic ­
tu re— except perhaps fo r  w indow -dressing in  the 
fu tu re .

One e lem ent o f R ooseveltism , how ever, rem a ins, 
and th is  is enough to take  precedence, by  itse lf, 
over a ll the re s t: h is w a r. On the  issue o f fo re ign  
po licy  and the w a r, Roosevelt rem a ins  the  f i r s t  
and authentic  spokesman fo r  U.S. im p e ria lis m . 
"T h e  G rea t R e fo rm e r”  is as dead as the decaying 
rem nants o f the sloppy pseudo-reform s o f h is New 
D ea lism . W hat rem a ins p o lit ic a lly  a live  is  o n ly  the 
ch ie f W ar-M onger.

In  a recen t issue of the Socia list C a ll, o rgan  o f 
the Thom asite  S oc ia lis t P a rty , the legend, “ S ta l­
in ’s o ffice  boy ,”  appears under a p ic tu re  o f D av id  
Lasser. We a lw ays though t th a t Lasser was 
Thom as’ o ffice  boy. Jus t shows how we don’t  keep 
up w ith ’ the news.

*  •  •
T H E  W O RKERS A L L IA N C E

A m eeting  on the St. P au l ca p ito l steps voted 
unan im ously to support P res ident Roosevelt and 
h is e ffo rts  “ to g ive  the  w o rke rs  and unem ployed a
decent re lie f b i l l . ”


