
Only the People Have the R ight to Decide on W ar!
The War That Is 
Coming W ill Not 
Be A  People's War!

.AN EDITORIAL.

<S>

Socialist Appeal B U ILD  WORKERS’ 
DEFENSE GUARDS

The war which everyone sees coming w ill not be a people’s 
war.

I t  is being prepared right now B E H IN D  T H E  BACKS 
OF T H E  PEO PLE, and the war-makers w ill not ask any 
“ by-your-leave.”

I f  this is not so why, then, the vicious and bitter opposition 
to the idea o f a war referendum on the part o f the Roose­
velt administration and all o f W all Streets men in Wash­
ington ?

There is no better way o f showing up the hypocritical 
cant about democracy which daily drools from the capitalist 
press and from Washington than to pose the simple ques­
tion: L E T  T H E  PEO PLE V O T E  ON W A R ! W H Y  
NOT?

We knowr what the big boys are afraid o f : They fear that 
the anti-war sentiment o f the masses can be squelched only 
A F T E R  the guns begin to boom, A F T E R  the war propa­
ganda experts get to work, A F T E R  a war dictatorship is 
clamped down.
They Remember 1917

They think back wdth terror at the thought o f what would 
have happened, for example, i f  a free and untrammeled vote 
on the war had been taken in A pril o f 1917. As a Kansas 
Congressman complained recently: “ IT  1 0 0 K  US A B O U 1 
S IX  M O N T H S  TO  GET T H E  BO Y W H O  W AS GOING 
TO  BE SHO T A T  AR O U SED  TO  T H E  P O IN T  
W H E R E  'HE W O U LD  T H R O W  H IS  H A T  IN  T H E  
A IR  A N D  H O LLE R  FOR T H E  O P P O R T U N IT Y  TO 
BE S H O T.”

And as a matter o f fact, the boy didn’t holler to be shot 
even after six months: the volunteer drive in 1917 was a 
“ flat failure” ; the DRAFT' had to be imposed.

For anyone who is concerned about democracy, there is a 
fact plain to see right now: T H E  LAR G E M A JO R ITY  
O F T H E  PEO PLE W A N T  T H E  R IG H T  TO  V O TE  
ON W AR.

A  poll taken about a year ago by the Institute o f Public 
Opinion showed that 72 per cent o f the people favored the 
war referendum resolution then before Congress— almost 
T H R E E  Q U AR TER S of the population. Just as indicative 
of the popular ground-swell in favor o f a people’s vote on 
war is the attitude taken by the Congressmen who have their 
ears to the ground.

There is, to take one example, Representative Gillie of 
Indiana. Here is what he told the Senate sub-committee on 
the war referendum:

“ This question was an important issue in my campaign 
last year, and as a consequence I  became intimately ac­
quainted with what thousands o f Indiana mothers and 
fathers, and farmers and workers, think o f the war re f­
erendum proposal.

“ Almost without exception they told me: “ We’re 
for i t ! ’

“ W ith  typical Hoosier logic, they inquired: ‘We vote 
on the choice for dog-catcher. We vote on bond issues 
for new schools. W hy not vote on war and on the enor­
mous bond issues required to finance modern war?’ 

“ Gentlemen, there is only one answer to that ques­
tion. W hy not?”
These Congressmen are on the spot. No matter how many 

speeches Roosevelt -makes explaining his attack on the war 
referendum, they cannot, facing the workers and farmers 
back home, answer that simple query— W hy not ?
F.D.R/s "Argument"

Roosevelt’s only argument in the last Congress was . . . 
to swing the big stick o f patronage and club the Congress­
men into line with the threat o f taking away their place at 
the Presidential pork-barrel. The politicians like Gillie were 
caught between the cross-fire o f the grass-roots pressure in 
their districts on the one hand, and on the other the threat 
o f excommunication by Jim Farley.

They yielded to the latter, and the war referendum was 
not even allowed to come up fo r  discussion by these “ repre­
sentatives o f the people

IS T H E R E  A N Y  REASON TO  B E L IE V E  T H A T  
E V E N  T H E  “ PRO G RESSIVE”  CONGRESSM EN W IL L  
BE A N Y  M ORE CONCERNED A B O U T  T H E  IN T E R ­
ESTS OF TPIE MASSES, W H E N  T H E  P R E S ID E N T 
C A LLS  UPO N T H E M  TO  P LU N G E  T H E  W O R K ­
ERS A N D  FAR M ERS IN T O  A  N E W  W O R LD  
S LA U G H TE R ?

The people themselves must force this issue upon Congress : 
Only the people have the right to decide on w a r! L E T  T H E  
PEO PLE V O T E !
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Roosevelt Promotes Instigator O f  
"Bloody Friday" In Minneapolis
National
Stockyard
Struggle
Brewing

Enemy Sides Gather 
In Chicago— Nation­
al Strike Possible

The Joker in the Deck!

By PORFERIO
(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)

CHICAGO—Various contend­
ing forces have converged on 
the Chicago stockyards, the hub 
o f the c o u n try ’s m eat packing 
in d u s try . A specia l crew  of 
CIO organizers has a rr iv e d  in  
a n tic ipa tion  o f a nation-w ide 
s tr ike . John L . Connor, com ­
m issioner of conc ilia tion  fo r  the 
U.S. D epa rtm ent o f Labor, 
came fresh  fro m  his success in  
co n c ilia tin g  the d ispute a t H a r­
lan, K y . P au l H . Douglas, the 

l ib e ra l”  A lde rm an , in  h is ca­
p a c ity  as ch a irm a n  o f a C hi­
cago C ity  Council subcom m it­
tee on labor, has been try in g  
unsuccessfu lly to b rin g  the con­
tend ing  pa rties  together. And 
fin a lly , the head o f A rm o u r and 
Co., P res ident R obert H . Cab­
e ll, has re tu rned  to the c ity , 
cu ttin g  sho rt h is European va ­
cation.

NATIONAL STRIKE 
WAS AUTHORIZED

W ill there  be a nation-w ide 
s tr ike  in  the m ea t pack ing  in  
dustry?  Th is  rem a ins as ye t to 
be seen.

A u tho riza tion  fo r  such a 
w a lk-ou t aga inst the “ B ig  
P o u r,”  A rm o u r, Cudahy, S w ift 
and W ilson, was p laced in  the 
hands o f CIO o ffic ia ls  a t a 
packing  house w o rke rs ’ con 
vention  held in  Chicago, Ju ly  
16-17. G rievances are p ilin g  up, 
o rgan iza tion  of the w orke rs  has 
proceeded fo r  some tim e  a t a 
fa ir ly  ra p id  pace, La b o r Board 
e lections were won, a huge ra l­
ly  jam m ed  16,000 w orkers  in to 
the Chicago Coliseum , J u ly  17, 
w ith  a good m any le f t  outside.

A ll  in  a ll, there  are su ffic ie n t 
elem ents in  these developm ents 
fo r  a s trugg le  o f t ita n ic  p ropo r­
tions. And w h ile  as ye t no date 
has been set fo r  a nation-w ide 
s tr ike , there need be l it t le  
doubt tha t, w hether o r no t i t  
eventuates, the CIO is once 
again  fac ing  a m a jo r test.

N ot less than 856 delegates
(Continued on Page 4)

Glotzbach Ran Finks 
Against Pickets; A n ti- 
Labor Jury in Session

Investigation Ordered by Attorney General 
Murphy as Part of Administration Drive 
Against the Labor Unions

( Specia l to the Socialitst A p p e a l)

M IN N E A P O L IS , Aug. 3— Am id strict secrecy, the Fed­
eral grand ju ry  sitting in St. Paul ended today its seventh 
day ot investigation into the VVPA strike in Minneapolis. 

But President Roosevelt made no secret o f his partisanship
° in  this struggle. Tonight it 

that LinusFISHER BODY 
MEN READY 
TO FIGHT ON

Leaders Set Danger­
ous Precedent; Ranks 
Want to Finish Job

Lending 
B ill Hokum 
Is Ended

The m uch-public ized Lend­
ing-Spending B il l,  passed by the 
Senate las t week, was k ille d  
A ugust 1 by a House vote of 
195 to 166 aga inst considering  
the B ill.

H eadlined as a “ F ou r B illio n  
Spending P ro g ra m ,”  the p res i­
d en t’s o rig in a l proposal m e re ly  
“ au thorized”  expend itu re  of 
$3,860,000,000, w ith  on ly  about 
$870,000,000 to be spent du ring  
the next fisca l yea r. W ith  the 
an tic ipa ted  na tiona l incom e a t 
around 68 b illions  fo r  the  year,

(Continued on Page 2)

The Boss Courts at Work
On August 4 M ax O rnste in , 

a law ye r, on t r ia l  before 
Judge Mahoney in  the 2nd 
D is tr ic t M a g is tra te ’s C ourt 
was found g u ilty  o f d iso rde r­
ly  conduct, and sentenced to 
tw o days in  ja il ,  o r $5 fine . 
W hat had O rnste in  done? He 
had bought a copy o f Social 
Justice fro m  a w om an, to rn  
the rag  up and th row n  i t  
away. A cop thereupon a r­
rested h im  and booked h im  
fo r d iso rde rly  conduct. The 
police ev iden tly  know when 
to act.

The case gives pointed a t­
ten tion  to the charges made

in  the Socia lis t Appeal and 
elsewhere, charges th a t 
M ayo r LaG uard ia  refuses to 
consider, o f C oughlin ite  sym ­
pa thy in  the police and the 
courts. Facts speak fo r 
them selves.

There have been in n u m e r­
able provocations by Cough- 
lin ites  and th e ir  supporters 
in  the New Y o rk  Police 
aga inst an ti-fasc is ts . Socia l­
is t Appeal salesmen have 
been consistently hounded; 
m eetings have been d is ru p t­
ed. So fa r  no action has been 
taken by the police against 
the C oughlin ites responsible.

Bronx Coughlin Group Brags 
About Fascist Preparations

Workers Will Meet Christian Front Chal­
lenge by Preparing Counter-Demonstration

NEWS ITEM: 
SENATOR 
GETS IDEA

I t  happened a t the hea r­
ings o f the Senate subcom ­
m ittee  on the w a r re fe ren ­
dum  proposal, on M ay 18. 
Senator W iley , who is op­
posed to le ttin g  the people 
have the sole pow er to de­
c la re  w a r, breaks in to  the 
testim ony a ll agog:

“ I  w an t to develop the idea 
I  had yesterday. I t  came 
ou t o f a c lea r sky. I  had 
been read ing  the  reso lu tion. 
The thought occurred  to m e, 
w h ich  is no t so c le a r in  the 
m ind  o f the average laym an , 
th a t we are a repub lic  and 
not a dem ocracy.”

A ny m ore ideas, Senator 
W iley?

New Relief 
Proposal 
No Help

THEY CHEERED 
THE MILITIA

By NEIL WHITE
The M u rra y  am endm ent to the 

R e lie f A ct, passed in  the Senate 
on A ugust 1, and w h ich  is now 
before the House, reveals, a fte r 
a b rie f ana lys is , th a t i f  passed, 
i t  w il l  leave the W PA s tr ik e rs  
in  no be tte r position  than when 
they f i r s t  w ent ou t on s tr ik e  
aga inst the v ic ious W oodrum  
B il l  d ic ta ted  by R oosevelt’s 
slash in  the re lie f a pp rop ria ­
tion.

The te x t o f the am endm ent o f 
Senator M u rra y  is as fo llow s : 

(Continued on Page 2)

( Specia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
C L E V E L A N D , O., A ugust 2 

—A ll is  qu ie t on the F ishe r 
Body s tr ik e  fro n t here as CIO 
leaders and law yers  bowed 
th e ir  heads to the ed ic t of 
M ayo r B u rton  es tab lish ing  a 
500 ya rd  “ r io t  zone”  about the 
em battled  p la n t w h ich  p e rm it­
ted on ly  5 p icke ts  to a gate and 
e n try  in to  the zone o f o ther in ­
d iv idua ls  on ly  by police per­
m ission.

And th is  a fte r M onday ’s 
g rea t s trugg le , when e igh t 
thousand w orke rs  cleaned the 
clocks o f the en tire  c ity  police 
fo rce , d r iv in g  them  and the 
s tr ike -b reake rs  to cove r! The 
battle -lines are now lim ite d  to 
the courts, w here the com pany 
is a tte m p tin g  to ge t an in ju n c ­
tion  aga inst a 11 p icke ting  
M eanw hile  the s c a b s  and 
s tr ike -b reake rs , under p ro tec­
tion  o f police clubs and guns, 
are  inso len tly  passing by the 
sm a ll band o f p icke ts p e rm itte d  
by the  B u rton  ru lin g .

M eanw hile , s m a l l  rov ing  
bands o f p icke ts  are a tte m p tin g  
to p icke t the homes o f scabs, 
bu t are being d riven  o ff by the 
police.

(Continued on Page 3)

The Coughlin C h ris tian  F ro n t 
held a m eeting Wednesday 
n ig h t a t F ordham  Road and 
V a len tine  Avenue, the B ronx, 
h e a rt of the shopping and 
am usem ent center of the bor­
ough.

A ca ll to “ good”  C hris tians 
to boycott a ll Je wish-owned 
businesses was issued by one, 
H a rtle y , ch ie f speaker. P a rt of 
“ the in te rn a tio n a l Jew ish con­
sp iracy  to con tro l and sub ju­
gate the clean C hris tian  
w o rld ” , he said, was to d is­
charge th e ir  C h ris tian  w orkers

and h ire  “ Jews o r o ther com ­
m un is t a liens .”

A ttacks  Labo r Unions 
The trade  union m ovem ent 

and its  leadership was v ic ious ly  
a ttacked. P res ident D ub insky 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G a r­
m ent W orkers U nion was p a r­
t ic u la r ly  abused, ca lled  a thug, 
th ie f, etc.

H a rtle y  bragged th a t “ m in ­
ute m en”  un its  of the C hris tian  
F ro n t w ere being fo rm ed 
th roughou t the c ity , “ w a itin g  
fo r the hour to s tr ik e .”  He 

(Continued on Page 3)

S trike rs  at Green M ountain 
D am . Col., cheered N ationa l 
G uardsm en who m arched in 
and ha lted  a r if le  ba ttle  be­
tween the s tr ik e rs  and depu­
tized v ig ilan tes.

They cheered when the 
troops d isarm ed the v ig ilan tes . 
The v ig ilan tes  had operated un­
der the old phoney fo rm u la  th a t 
"a n y  m an who wants to should 
be a llowed to w o rk .”

An hour la te r, A d ju ta n t Gen­
e ra l H a ro ld  H . R ichardson, 
com m ander o f the guardsm en, 
announced:

“ A ny m an who wants to can 
go back to w o rk .”

Mass Action by Negro 
Workers Brings Victory

10,000 Negro and White Workers Demon­
strate in Chicago— Housing Injunction Lifted

this
was announced ___ __ _
Glotzbach, Minneapolis W P A  
administrator, had been nom­
inated by Roosevelt for pro­
motion to Regional Director 
o f the W P A  for the Seventh 
District, comprising several 
states.

Glotzbach was the Federal 
o ffic ial m ost d irec tly  respon­
sible fo r  the k il l in g  o f  E m il 
Bergstrom , unemployed work­
er, and the shooting of a score 
of others, when the police fired  
on the W PA picket line on 
Bloody F riday, Ju ly  14. Brush­
ing aside a ll union attempts to 
arrange that struck projects re ­
m ain closed un til the strike  
term inated, Glotzbach had in ­
sisted on running finks through 
the picket lines and had de­
manded and secured an arm y 
of police to do his bidding.

T h is  m an, who de libe ra te ly  
sought an “ in c id e n t”  so th a t he 
could c ra ck  down s t i l l  ha rde r 
on the s tr ike , who was ind ic ted  
by the en tire  labo r m ovem ent 
here in  a reso lu tion adopted Ju ly  
lo  as the m an “ who demanded 
police action aga inst a m a jo r­
i ty  o f W PA w orkers on s tr ik e  in  
fu l l  knowledge o f w ha t conse­
quence m ig h t fo llo w ” —is now 
p u b lic ly  p rom oted by Roose-

B y  P A U L P1CQUET
(Specia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l} 

CHICAGO— A mass demon­
s tra tio n  o f over 10,000 Negro 
w orkers, ca 'led  to p rotest an 
in junc tion  preventing  construc­
tion of a Federa l Housing u n it 
on the South Side was turned 
in to  a v ic to ry  ce lebration, Sun­
day, Ju ly  30. Sneakers a t the 
dem onstra tion were able to 
announce th a t the m ilita n t 
stand o f the ’ vorkers in  the 
Negro neighborhood had forced 
the l if t in g  o f the in junc tion .

The backbone o f the demon-

stra tion  was a parade of over 
1,000 w orkers, led by the Wash­
ing ton  P a rk  F o rum , through 
the pove rty -s tricken  streets of 
B ronzeville . Hundreds o f w ork­
ers jo ined in  the m arch  which 
proceeded to the s ite  o f the p ro ­
posed housing un it, where a 
mass m eeting was held.

P rom inen t rea l estate in te r­
ests are v io le n tly  opposed to the 
housing p ro je c t w hich they fe a r 
w il l  fo rce  them  to low er ren ts 
and m ake repa irs  on th e ir  hold­
ings. The in ju n c tio n , issued by 

(Continued on Page 3)

Roosevelt A ction  S ign ifican t
Roosevelt’s action, com ing in  

the m id s t o f the grand Jury in ­
vestiga tion , can on ly  be in te r­
p reted as a p u b lic  dem onstra­
tion  o f the P res iden t’s so lida r­
i ty  w ith  his underling  and as a 
broad h in t to the grand  ju ry .

To date the grand  ju ry  has 
questioned about 140 witnesses 
and has subpoened fo r ty  others.

U. S. D is tr ic t A tto rn e y  V ic to r 
E . Anderson announced th a t 
the in q u iry  w u j continue fo r  a t 
least two m ore weeks. He test- 
i ly  denied the pers is ten t ru m o r 
th a t the grand ju ry  had a lready 
issued a p a rt ia l re p o rt w ithou t 
ind ic tm ents .

J n, ad™ i0n to the M inneapolis 
at, * e’ *5? grand ju ry  is now 
P iobm g the St. P au l and Col­
um b ia  H eights s trikes.

The fo u r d a ily  papers in  the 
Tw m  C ities keep the probe 
&tory on the fro n t page, devot­
ing  ream s o f space to i t  in  an 
fnb™ u.s , endeavor t0 continue 

lda tl0n  o f the W PA w ork-

M urphy  O rdered Probe
u rJ he Üia n d  Jury investiga tion  

ordered by A tto rn e y  Gen- 
e ia l M u rphy  on Ju ly  19, when 
he announced to the press th a t 
he had ordered i t  convened to 
60 in to  charges th a t WPA 
s tr ike rs  had in te rfe red  w ith  
persons w ish ing  to w o rk  in  
M inneapolis and St. P aul ”  H is  
o rder fo llow ed fro m  his p rev i- 
ous th re a t Ju ly  13 aga inst the 
s tr ike rs  th a t: “ There m ust be 
no s tr ike  aga inst the govern- 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Fisher Body
C L E V E L A N D , O H I O  — An 

auto w o rke r on the p icke t line 
to ld  me the s to ry  o f the ro le  of 
H om er M a rtin , p res iden t o f the 
A. F . o f L .-U . A. W., in  the 
s tr ike  a t the F ish e r body p la n t 
of General Motors.

When the CIO ca lled  the 
s tr ike , and the g rea t m a jo r ity  
of tool and die m en w alked out, 
M a r tin  rushed in to  th is  c ity  
w ith  a thunderous ro a r th a t 
“ No CIO m in o r ity  is going to 
keep the A F L  m a jo r ity  o u t.”

M a r tin  announced a b ig  mass 
m eeting fo r  the A F L . E x a c tly  
20 w orke rs  fro m  F ishe r p lan t 
attended. Stung by th is  rebuke, 
M a rtin  le ft town.

In c id e n ta lly , one of his ch ie f 
assistants in  C leveland is scab­
bing d u ring  th is  s tr ike , and was 
in the p lan t when the p itched

Not a Preview of the Coming World War!

Tear Gas Barrage laid down by the Minneapolis police against strikers at the WPA Sewing 
Project. Em il Bergstrom, unemployed worker, was killed by a police bullet in this melee. As 
reported in the last issue of the APPEAL, disguised federal agents acted as agents-provoca­
teurs among the demonstrators.

Streator W P A  Strikers Get 
Jobs Back in Settlement

Strike Was Most Militant in Illinois —

AMENDMENT TO 
RELIEF ACT 
SOLVES NOTHING

battle  was on.
G ra tify in g ly  enough, M a rtin  

and his C leveland assistants 
are h a rd ly  less unpopular w ith  
the A F L  rank  and file  and even 
some leaders, than they are 
w ith  the CIO.

Strike Issues
The rad io  speech of W illia m  

J. Schwed, m em ber of the exe­
cu tive  board of the F ishe r local 
of the CIO-UAW , besides b las t­
ing the c ity  a d m in is tra tion , 
d id a good job o f exp la in ing  the 
rea l s tr ike  issues.

The s tr ike  was ca lled, he de­
c la red , because General M otors 
refused to negotiate on de­
mands by sk illed  w orke rs  a t 
F ish e r body, fo r a wage in ­
crease of 15 to 25 cents an hour 
so they would rece ive the same 
standard  of pay as p reva iled  in  
the D e tro it p lan ts ; fo r  m ore job 
se cu rity  and fo r a p roper ap­
pren tice  system .

G eneral M otors made $100,- 
000,000 p ro f it fo r the f i r s t  h a lf 
o f 1939. o r three tim es as m uch 
as the p ro fit fo r  the f i r s t  s ix  
m onths o f 1938.

“ Who produced th is  p ro f it? , ’ 
Schwed asked. “ We General 
M otors w orkers. A re  we en­
tit le d  to a share o f th is  huge 
p ro f it in  the fo rm  of h igher 
wages? C e rta in ly  we are, and 
no one but the heads of the 
co rpora tion  w il l  say ‘no’ .

“ The newspapers t r y  to m ake 
grown-up C leveland citizens be­
lieve  th a t we go out to create 
vio lence on the p icke t line— 
th a t we w ant to  f ig h t the police. 
W hat could be m ore insane?

“ Does any w o rke r in  his 
r ig h t m ind w ant to f ig h t 450 
arm ed police? Does anyone be­
lieve we enjoy ge tting  our 
heads cracked by the clubs' of 
M ayo r B u rto n ’s po lice? ”

“ The police provoked v io ­
le n c e !”  he emphasized, and 
told how they began slugging 
pickets. The strugg le  of the 
w orkers  was pu re ly  a defensive 
one to p ro tect th e ir  rig h ts  
aga inst police te rro r.

Riot Zone
“ We fin d  tha t Safety D ire c to r 

E lio t  Ness has ille g a lly  estab­
lished w ha t is ca lled a r io t zone 
around the p la n t,”  Schwed con­
tinued. “ He has ordered th a t 
the on ly  C levelanders who dare 
enjoy A m erican  lib e rtie s  w ith ­
in  the now extended em p ire  of 
General M otors—th a t is, the 
streets o f C leveland around the 
p lan t— are s tr ikeb reakers  and 
scabs.”

W hile  the union m a in ta ins  a 
m in im u m  p icke t line  a t the 
p la n t gates and scatte red  fo r ­
ces usua lly  stand nearby, the 
device o f p icke ting  the homes 
o f a ll p rom inen t scabs has been 
added to p u t heat on the com ­
pany.

A t a special m eeting  o f the 
s tr ike rs , fo llo w in g  the ba ttle , a 
union o ff ic ia l read o ff the 
names and home addresses o f 
27 of the lead ing  scabs, m uch 
to the d ism ay and chag rin  of 
the com pany and the police, not 
to m ention  the ra ts  them selves.

Since the se ttlem ent w il l  be 
negotiated on a nation-w ide 
basis, each loca l u n it o f s tr ik ­
ers has as the m a in  task keep­
ing  the p lan t shut down. Ne­
gotia tions are ou t of the hands 
of local com m ittees.

AFL Feeling
An a tte m p t to ob ta in  support 

of the C leveland A F L  m ove­
m en t aga inst the b ru ta lity  of 
the cops m et w ith  o ff ic ia l re ­
bu ff, a lthough a ll p rogressive 
A F L  leaders are in  strong sym ­
pa thy w ith  the s tr ike rs .

A ntagonism  o f the A F L  b u ild ­
ing  trades leaders is the reason 
g iven fo r  the fa ilu re  o f the A F L  
to aid the CIO. “ These CIO 
guys are ou t to get us, w hy the

Federal Workers League Recognized

(S pecia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
STR EATO R . 111., J u ly  29— 

A fte r 17 days of m ili ta n t p ro ­
test aga inst the Slave R e lie f 
A c t, the W PA s tr ike rs , o rgan­
ized under the F edera l W orkers 
League, voted to re tu rn  to w ork 
“ under p ro tes t”  %t a w e ll a t­
tended m em bersh ip  m eeting 
las t Thursday evening.

The basis of the se ttlem ent 
was gotten in  m eetings between 
F .W .L . o ffic ia ls  and M ayor 
H a lfpenny, C ity  E ng ineer Renz 
and the tow nship re lie f super­
v iso r Shiebel, and in  another 
conference w ith  State W PA 
A d m in is tra to r Chas. E . M ine r.

W in Concessions
The se ttlem en t consisted of 

re tu rn  of a ll s tr ik e rs  to  th e ir  
jobs w ithou t any d is c rim in a ­
tion, im m ed ia te  re lie f fo r  the 
s tr ike rs , fu l l  re lie f fo r  a ll men 
la id  o ff on account o f 18 m onth 
em ploym ent, an a rrangem en t 
w hereby la id  o ff W PA w orkers 
w ill re tu rn  to th e ir jobs as soon 
as th e ir 30 day la yo ff is up, and 
recogn ition  of the Federa l 
W orkers League as the b a r­
ga in ing  agent fo r  the W PA 
w orkers of S trea to r and the 
surrounding  area.

The S trea to r W PA s tr ike  has 
been accla im ed on a ll sides as 
the m ost m ilita n t and success­
fu l s tr ike  in  the state o f I l l in o is : 
in con tras t to m ost o f the I l l i ­
nois W PA s trikes  the Lasa lle  
County s tr ik e  cam e out w ith  
fly in g  colors and re in fo rced  fo r 
the fu tu re . In  m any sections o f 
Ill in o is  s tr ik e  leaders have been 
d isc rim ina ted  upon, denied re ­
lie f, and saw the p ro jects w o rk ­
ing  w ith  skeleton forces.

"S tro n g  Labor S itua tion ”
Here in S trea to r the p ro jects  

were closed 100% and the W PA 
big shots, seeing th a t they 
would no t be opened u n til the 
s tr ik e rs  decided to go back as 
a group, la id  o ff the fo rem en 
and tim ekeepers. I t  is v e ry  in ­
te resting  to note th a t when in  
conference w ith  W PA ad m in is ­
tra to r  M ine r, he in fo rm ed 
F .W .L . o ffic ia ls  th a t “ S trea to r 
had a p re tty  s trong labor s itu ­
a tio n .”

Several weeks ago, Ben M a r­
tin  o f the F edera l W orkers 
League approached the I ll in o is  
W orkers A lliance  leaders w ith  
the proposal th a t a statew ide 
s tr ike  com m ittee  be set up fo r 
the purpose o f ob ta in ing  a con

(not an a ff il ia te  of the W orkers 
A lliance) ca rr ie d  on a m ilita n t 
s tr ike  in  southern Ill in o is , 
P e rry  and Randolph counties, 
where m ost o f the s tr ik e rs  re ­
ceived re insta tem ents to re tu rn  
to w ork  bu t a re  s t i l l  c a rry in g  
on a f ig h t to ob ta in  re lie f fo r 
th e ir s tr ike rs .

A jo in t m eeting of represen­
ta tives of the IW A  and the F W L 
w ith  State A d m in is tra to r M ine r 
has been scheduled fo r Wednes­
day m orn ing  a t w hich tim e  the 
question of d isc rim ina tions  
aga inst W PA s tr ike rs  w il l  be 
taken up.

P lans are a lready underw ay 
to set up p ro jec t com m ittees 
and re lie f com m ittees on the 
pro jects . The m ora le  of the 
W PA w orkers o f the S trea to r 
area is s t i l l  h igh, fo r they have 
learned th e ir  lesson w e ll. F r i ­
day m orn ing  on the sewer p ro ­
je c t, w hich em ploys 300 men, a 
fo rem an who thought th a t the 
w orkers had fo rgo tten  a ll about 
w o rke rs ’ s o lid a rity  attem pted 
to dem ora lize the w orkers 
ranks by f ir in g  one o f the ac­
tive  F W L  m em bers.

As soon as the w orkers 
learned of th is , a delegation 
approached the fo rem an and 
threatened to im m e d ia te ly  go 
out on s tr ike  i f  the fire d  w o rk ­
er was not re insta ted . Seeing 
the w orke rs  enraged by the 
highhanded action  of the boss­
es, steps were im m ed ia te ly  
taken to re insta te  the fire d  
w o rke r; so th a t w ith in  tw o 
hours the W PA bosses fire d  a 
sewer w o rke r and were then 
forced to re insta te  h im . The 
w orkers of S trea to r have in ­
deed learned the lesson o f so li­
d a r ity  w e ll and m any of the 
WPA s tra w  bosses have been 
taken down qu ite  a few  inches.

The w orkers of S trea to r have 
adopted the slogan, “ O nly 34 
cents w ork  per hour, th a t ’s 
w ha t th e y ’re pay ing  u s ” . As 
a resu lt the W PA w orkers  have 
spontaneously s ta rted  a s low ­
down m ovem ent on, the job. 
They are de term ined to keep 
th is  up u n til they rece ive  the 
p reva iling  wage once again. 
Since the organ iza tion  o f the 
Federa l W orkers League, a 
new and m ili ta n t s p ir it  has de­
veloped among both W PA and 
p r iv a te ly  em ployed w orkers. 
The W PA w orkers  have started

ferencc w ith  M in e r in  o rde r to t!le  ba^ l r o l l i^S and m any are
responding; the slogan today is 
"M a k e  S trea to r the best labor 
town in  the c o u n try ” ; to ­
m o rrow  the slogan w il l  be

get favo rab le  se ttlem ent fo r  the 
W PA s tr ike rs . I t  was unan i­
m ously agreed th a t th is  should 
be done and the IW A  set up a 
com m ittee  consisting o f N o r­
man, H acklem an, and M ac- 
D ow ell, and T ro ja r , M acdow ell 
to a rrange the conference w ith  
M ine r. The F W L  leaders 
agreed to have the conference 
arranged by the IW A  and to be 
in fo rm ed of the date.

A fte r w a itin g  fo r  over a week 
and a h a lf d u ring  w hich tim e  
the IW A  leaders unsuccessfu lly 
sought to a rrange  the con fe r­
ence, the F W L  decided to take 
m a tte rs  in  th e ir  own hands; 
Thursday m o rn ing  a te leg ram  
was dispatched to M ine r in ­
fo rm in g  h im  o f the a r r iv a l of 
a delegation fro m  the F W L. the 
S trea to r de legation w alked in to  
M in e r's  o ffice  th a t same a fte r­
noon and had a conference w ith  
M in e r w h ich  lasted over an 
hour.

The Ill in o is  W orkers A lliance

"M a ke  Lasa lle  County the best 
labor county in  the c o u n try .”

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
“ E m p loyab le  persons who 

have been ce rtif ie d  in  need of 
em p loym ent fo r a period of 
three m onths or m ore sha ll 
have preference in  em ploym ent 
status on such w orks pro jects 
continuously fo r 18 m onths or 
m ore.

“ P rov ided, th a t th is  sha ll not 
resu lt in  the d ischarge o f a per­
son em ployed on W orks P ro j­
ects w here he has made a rea­
sonable e ffo rt to fin d  su itab le  
p riva te  em p loym ent nor where 
p ro je c t operations w ould su ffe r 
fro m  his discharge nor where 
unusual hardships w ould resu lt 
fro m  such d ischarge .”

18-Month P rin c ip le  Stands
F irs t  of a ll, the M u rra y  

am endm ent re ta ins com p le te ly  
the p rin c ip le  th a t W PA w o rk ­
ers who have w orked fo r eigh­
teen months are sub ject to re ­
m ova l fro m  W PA.

The f i r s t  change the M u rra y  
am endm ent w ould e ffect in  the 
o rig in a l p lans fo r  mass and 
continuous layo ffs  of the “ eigh­
teen m onthers”  is th a t before 
a W PA w o rke r can be fire d  
there m ust be a rep lacem ent 
on the re lie f ro lls  who has been 
ce rtif ie d  as e lig ib le  fo r  W PA 
fo r three m onths.

A ccord ing  to the re p o rt is ­
sued by the A m erican  Associa­
tion  o f Social W orkers on M ay 
31 . . . there are seven m illio n  
fa m ilie s  on re lie f. These fa m ­
ilie s  com prise some 23,000,000 
people. S ure ly there  are. 
among these m illio n s  o f w o rk ­
ers, 3,000,000 a d u lt w orkers 
e lig ib le  fo r W PA em ploym ent.

The a rgum ent th a t “ eighteen 
m on the rs”  w il l  be la id  o ff on ly  
when there  are e lig ib les on the 
ro lls  to rep lace them  is, the re ­
fore , on ly a smoke-screen, fo r  
there are rep lacem ents galore 
frp m ^ h e  re lie f ro lls .

M e rc ifu l O ffic ia ls?
The second p a rt o f the M u r­

ra y  Am endm ent, dea ling w ith  
A d m in is tra tio n  d iscre tion , re ­
ga rd ing  the job-hunting  a c tiv i­
ties of W PA w orkers , hardships 
resu lting  fro m  d ism issa ls, etc., 
is also so much dust in  the eyes 
of the WPA w orkers. Let. the 
w orkers pu t th e ir fa ith  in  the 
“ d isc re tio n ”  of Roosevelt. H a r­
ring ton , M urphy , W oodrum  and 
Co., union busters and s tr ike  
breakers a ll, and th e y ’l l  find  
them selves out in  the streets— 
jobless. The past fiv e  weeks 
have shown the true  na tu re  of 
the “ you can ’t  s tr ik e  against 
the gove rn m en t" reg im e of 
Roosevelt.
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A F L  b u ild ing  trades leader 
snarled.

A c tu a lly , s m a rt s tra tegy  
would d ic ta te  th a t even fro m  a 
se lfish  po in t of v iew  the A F L  
bu ild ing  trades should go to 
bat fo r  the CIO. Then they 
w ould have a case aga inst the
CIO invasion  o f the bu ild ing  

he ll should we help th e m ? ”  antrades la te r on.
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War Referendum Campaign Notes

Outdoor Rallies Called in Four Boroughs—  
YPSL, Party Sections Plan Activities Akron Outlines Methods by Which It Hopes 

To Do Its Part in War Referendum Campaign
By H A L  D R A P E R  

Secretary C am paign C om m ittee
New Y o rk  s tr ikes  the f i r s t  

b low  in  the cam paign fo r  a 
W ar R eferendum !

E ig h t outdoor ra llie s , spread 
over fo u r boroughs, launches 
the New Y o rk  d rive  on F r id a y , 
August 4, on the ann ive rsa ry  o f 
the outbreak o f the W orld  W ar. 
A tten tion , a ll branches, to the 
preparations th a t w ent in to  th is  
action :

P rin te d  lea fle ts , 25.000 of 
them , dressed up w ith  tw o cuts, 
have gone out. Each ra l ly  w il l  
have a row  o f slogan p lacards 
fla n k in g  the speaking stand. 
On Wednesday, both the B ronx  
and the B row nsv ille  branches 
m obilized th e ir  forces to hold 
p re lim in a ry  “ rov ing  street- 
corner m eetings”  — w h i c h  
means a series o f five -m inu te  
stands a t d iffe re n t corners fo r 
a b r ie f ra l ly ,  and then aw ay to 
the nex t corner.

In  the B ronx, the p repa ra ­
tions have been m ore feverish . 
Here the use o f a sm a ll p r in tin g  
p lan t made i t  possible to pu t 
ou t specia l p rin ted  s ticke rs  and 
posters adve rtis ing  the ra lly  
. . . p rin ted  post cards m a iled  
ou t to l is t o f contacts . . .  b i­
cyc le  brigade to u rin g  the ne igh­
borhood w ith  p lacards and 
shouted slogans . . . the ra lly  
w il l  fea tu re  a re c ru it in g  booth 
on the s idew a lk  where signa­
tures to the pe tition  w il l  be 
gathered in  . . .  a la rge  pa inted 
s tream er behind the speaker’s 
stand w ith  the cam paign slo­
gan, “ L e t the People Vote on 
W a r ! ”  . . . and a b ig  p laca rd  
d isp lay ing  an ti-w a r issues of 
Appeal and Challenge o f Y outh.

Good beginning, New Y o rk ! 
Some po in ters there  on ho ld ing 
outdoor ra llie s  fo r  the o ther 
branches to note! Now le t ’s 
have some big ins ta llm en ts  on 
your quotas!

*  *  *

N ew ark  Raises Quota
N ew ark opens its  cam paign 

by re je c tin g  its  quota on p e ti­
tion  s ignatures. . . . We gave 
them  only a m easly 1,500 to 
garner, and so the d is tr ic t ex­
ecutive ra ises i t  by another 50 
percent, to 2,200. How m any 
other branches are going to fo l­
low  N e w a rk ’s lead? . . . Com­
rade M cK inney, N ew ark  organ­
ize r, announces also th a t they 
w ill issue a specia l cam paign 
b u lle tin  fo r  each m em ber on 
the d irec tives , plans and prog-1 
less of the w ork  in  N ew ark.
. . . The N ew ark branches have 
been d iv ided  up in to  a c tiv ity  
squads—pe tition  squad, Appeal 
squad, pam ph le t squad—w ith  
every  m em ber enlisted in  the 
d rive . . . . I t ’s c lea r w e ’l l  be 
saying a lo t about N ew ark  
here. . . .

*  *  *

Speaking of the pe titions, D. 
S. of Y e llow  Springs, Ohio, 
sends in  a vigorous protest. A c­
cepting  his quota fo r the A n ti- 
W ar Fund, he w rite s : " I  note 
tha t I  am  assigned no quotas 
in any o f the other categories, 
and th is is needless conserva­
tism  on you r p a rt. I  w il l pay 
fo r and se ll o r otherw ise d is­
tr ib u te  a m in im u m  of 25 copies 
of the pam phle t, and i f  the pe­
titio n  is reasonably w e ll d raw n 
up, I  w il l  secure a t least 100 
s ignatures. . . . ”  T h a t’s fo r  one 
com rade. . . . I t ’s up to the 
branches to show us we were 
a ll w rong in  assigning the p e ti­
tion quotas. We’re w illin g  to 
a d m it it .  . . .

*  *  *

The Y PS L swings its  youth 
forces in to  the W ar R eferen­
dum  C am paign! The League ’s 
N a tiona l Bureau has decided 
to launch a p a ra lle l cam paign, 
em phasizing the in te res t o f 
youth in  the w a r re ferendum  
question: “ O ld Enough to
F ig h t, O ld Enough to Vote—
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G ive Youth the B a llo t a t 18 to 
Vote on W a r ! ”  In  add ition  to 
specia l youth tasks, they under­
take  to d is tr ib u te  3,000 copies 
o f the pam phle t, get 5,000 s ig ­
natures fo r the pe tition  as w e ll 
as 5,000 fo r  a specia l youth pe­
tit io n , etc. . . . P a r t o f the 
Y P S L ’s ob jectives should also 
be to give th a t youth touch to 
the P a rty  cam paign.

*  *  »

W e’re tw o days ou t fro m  the 
launching  of the cam paign, as 
th is  is  w ritte n , and the f i r s t  of 
the branch W eekly R eport 
Sheets are s t i l l  to  come in . Re­
m em ber—keeping the score- 
board up-to-date depends on 
p ro m p t subm ission o f the re ­
ports. Keep re g u la r!

N ew ark , New Jersey, has 
been the f i r s t  loca l to respond 
w ith  a substan tia l increase in  
its  re g u la r S ocia list Appeal 
bundle o rde r, in  the Appeal sec­
tion  of the W ar R eferendum  
cam paign. George B re itm a n , 
lite ra tu re  agent, has placed an 
order increas ing  the regu la r 
bundle fro m  100 to 125 copies. 
The quota assigned to N ew ark 
is an increase o f 40, so loca l 
N ew ark has s t i l l  s ix  weeks to 
go in  o rde r to rea lize  the add i­
tiona l 15 to com plete its  quota. 
The N ew ark  com rades are also 
a ll set to go, Com rade B re it­
m an reports , to f i l l  its  quota o f 
20 add itiona l subscrip tions.

Several c ities  have placed

WORKERS’ FORUM
P U Z Z LE D  R E A D E R  
SEEKS C L A R IF IC A T IO N  
D ear Com rade E d ito r:

The J u ly  28 Appeal shows 
some big im provem ents  in 
the m ake-up of the fro n t page. 
The com plete sho rt pieces and 
the boxes are a b ig  help. 
S till, I  th in k  fo u r con tin ­
ued stories are too m any. We 
should a im  a t tw o. I t  would 
have been fine  i f  the LaG uard ia  
-Cop s to ry  and the Iow a fram e- 
up s to ry  had been com plete or 
pu t on o ther pages and rep lac­
ed on page one by o ther com ­
plete sho rt stories.

D iagram less Puzzle
The f i r s t  s to ry  in  the W orkers 

F o ru m  on page three served 
me as a good substitu te  fo r the 
d iagram less cross-word puzzle 
w hich used to occupy m y id le 
tim e . I  am  convinced i t  re fe rs  
to Loca l B-1010 of the E le c tr ic a l 
W orkers but I 'm  dam ned i f  I  
have been able to locate i t  in  
any c ity , county, state, o r coun­
try . I t  is a clueless m ys te ry .

Also the “ continuous s tr in g  
of se ll-ou ts” . I  suppose i t  is  up 
to the reader to fu rn ish  his own 
proofs. A lso to de te rm ine  fo r 
h im se lf w hether i t  means b r i­
be ry  by cash paym ent, conces­
sion to the bosses in  re tu rn  fo r 
in d ire c t favo rs  o r prom ises, o r 
s im p ly  cow ard ice, f e a r  of 
s tr ikes  or bad judgm en t. I t  is 
on ly  a m iserab le  pedant who 
wants precis ion in  these lit t le  
m a tte rs . And i f  we dem and 
precis ion fro m  our correspond­
ent, i t  m ig h t teach h im  a lit t le  
prudence and respons ib ility  in  
his speeches in the union and 
thus c ram p  his free -flow ing  
sty le .

M ys te ry  Deepens
Also i f  K a tz  and S u llivan  

c a n 't be trusted  and have been 
“ too long associated w ith  Beedie 
and done the d ir ty  w o rk  fo r 
h im ” , i t  puts i t  up to the reader 
to prove w hy they were both 
suspended fro m  o ffice  by Bee­
die and w hy “ the f ig h t between 
K a tz  and S u llivan  on the one 
hand and Beedie on the o ther 
was sm ou ldering  fo r a lm ost a 
y e a r.”

I f  i t  w asn’t  enough to th row  
the reader o ff the tra c k —as 
every w e ll-constructed  m yste ry  
s to ry  should do—your corres­
pondent adds: “ K a tz  and S u lli­
van, ve ry  popu la r w ith  the rank  
and file , represented the 
hea lthy  sen tim ent of the rank  
and file  fo r trade  union dem o­
c ra c y .”  A fte r th a t I  am  com ­
p le te ly  convinced th a t “ m em ­
bers have to doubt the s in ce rity  
of K a tz  anc| S u lliv a n "—but I  
don ’t  know why. Is  i t  going to 
be cleared up in the next 
chapter?

F ra te rn a lly ,
J. P . CANNON

S ILV E R  SHIRTS O PEN  
D R IV E  IN  N EW  Y O R K
E d ito r:

R ecent reports  fro m  New 
Y o rk  State ind ica te  th a t the 
S ilve r S h irts , headed by the 
notorious fasc is t leader W illia m  
D udley P e lley , have estab lish­
ed headquarters in  th is  area.

T h is  is the f i r s t  tim e  head­
quarte rs  have been set up east 
o f the A lleghanies, in  N ew ­
burgh, N. Y . The re p o rt also 
states th a t an in tensive re c ru it­
ing  d rive  has been begun both

in  New Y o rk  and in the New 
Eng land States.

I t  is  d e fin ite ly  know n th a t 
P e lley  has chosen N ew burgh 
fo r h is headquarters because of 
ce rta in  fr iends  he has made 
there over a period  of severa l 
years.

A sm a ll lunchroom  is the 
“ i ro n t ”  fo r  the headquarte rs, 
and i t  is  run  by one F loyd  
G rey. In  the re a r of the store 
is a pow erfu l rad io  equipped 
w ith  sho rt wave rece ive r and a 
spacious room  fo r  fasc is t m eet­
ings.

F ra te rn a lly ,
E dw ard  Sm allw ood

END LENDING 
BILL HOKUM

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the Roosevelt p lan w ould add 
a t m ost 1 1/3% to the na tiona l 
incom e.

N oth ing  New
And th is  add ition  was not to 

go to c re a tin g  d ire c t jobs fo r 
the unem ployed. N or was i t  an 
add ition ; i t  am ounted to l it t le  
m ore than a bookkeeping 
chang fro m  previous p ractices, 
m e re ly  con tinu ing  the a lready 
func tion ing  a c tiv itie s  handled 
under R u ra l E le c tr if ic a tio n , 
Home Owners Loan C orpora­
tion  and P .W .A. The on ly add i­
tiona l ite m  was to m ake $500,- 
000,000 ava ilab le  fo r  loans to 
fo re ign  nations, ch ie fly  aim ed 
to fu r th e r the a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
P an-A m erican  po licy.

The mass of the unem ployed, 
the ten m illio n  o r . m ore able 
and w illin g  to w ork , have ne i­
the r gained nor lost by the end 
of th is  B il l.  I t  o ffered them  
noth ing. I ts  end deprives them  
of noth ing.

R e lie f Needed
F a r m ore im p o rta n t to them  

is the cu ttin g  o f W PA and re lie f 
lo lls  under the te rm s o f the 
R ooscvelt-W oodrum  S ta rva tion  
R e lie f B il l.  Phoney lend ing­
spending plans are of no use 
to the hung ry  jobless. Jobs and 
cash re lie f are.

Roosevelt has deprived them  
o f the o ppo rtun ity  to w ork  by 
s lic in g  re lie f app rop ria tions to 
the bone They consequently 
have the r ig h t to ask: v e ry  w e ll, 
M r. P resident, i f  the fa ilu re  to 
pass the B i l l  ind ica tes, as you 
said in  your press conference, 
h igher re lie f ro lls , then how 
about in troduc ing  a b il l  adding 
the b illions  you are now spend­
ing  fo r w a r p repara tions and 
business appeasem ent to the  re ­
l ie f  app ropria tions. How about 
res to ring  the PWA? How about 
cance lling  W PA p ink  slips? 
You, M r. P resident, are re ­
sponsible fo r  the m ise ry  in  the 
homes of jobless w orkers  cu t 
o ff re lie f and W PA. You, M r . 
P res ident, are now asked to 
a c t !

NEGRO DEPARTM ENT

Comrades and fr iends  in te r­
ested in  g iv in g  some tim e  fo r  
research w o rk , please com m u­
n ica te  w ith  J. Johnson, 116 U n i­
v e rs ity  P lace, New Y o rk  C ity .

A Concert of the Classics of Swing
D rin ks  — D ancing  — R efreshm ents

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, at 9:30 P.M.
a t 317 EAST I3 th  S TR E E T , A p t. 4-a

F o r the benefit o f the Needle T rades B rigade  o f A n ti-F a sc is t 
U nion G uards B u lle tin . Adm ission  25 cents

e x tra  copies of recent issues 
in  recent weeks. The M inneap­
o lis loca l ordered 200 and 500 
ex tra  copies o f recen t issues 
and loca l C leveland, w rites  A r t  
P re is , has now rea lized th a t 
sys tem atic  u tiliza tio n  o f open 
a ir  m eetings and o f a fu ll- t im e  
lite ra tu re  agent w il l  b rin g  re ­
sults. Tw o open a ir  meetings 
severa l days ago brough t sales 
of 50 and 75 copies o f the A p ­
peal, and an e x tra  o rde r o f 500 
copies was p laced fo r  a recent 
issue.

Special Lea fle ts
Several un its  in  New Y o rk  

and elsewhere have been get­
tin g  out specia l lea fle ts  adver­
tis in g  the S ocia lis t Appeal and 
the N ew In te rn a tio n a l, as w e ll 
as o ther P a rty  l ite ra tu re , w h ich  
could be obta ined a t open a ir  
m eetings, newsstands, etc. The 
E ronx  B ranch  o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  has u tilized  th is  
m ethod to help develop th e ir  
A nti-C ough lin  C am paign.

*  *  ♦

A kron  Methods
B. Donaldson, lite ra tu re  

agent of loca l A kron , in  a le tte r 
to the S oc ia lis t Appeal, outlines 
the m ethods by w h ich  the A kron  
organ iza tion  o f the P a rty  and 
Y .P .S .L . hope to achieve th e ir  
W ar R eferendum  C am paign 
quotas fo r  new  subscrip tions 
and bundle o rders fo r the So­
c ia lis t Appeal. Com rade Don­
aldson says among other 
th in g s :

“ We are now fac ing  the 
masses, and each o f us m ust 
le a lize  th a t a new task con­
fron ts  us. I t  w il l  requ ire  th a t 
we exp la in  w ha t we stand fo r 
not on ly  to fr iends  and sym pa­
the tic  contacts, b u t also to 
strangers in  th e ir  homes and on 
the streets.

“ W ith  th is  in  m ind , the com ­
m ittee , composed o f M a rte ll, 
M arsh  and m yse lf as ch a ir­
m an, m e t la s t Sunday and drew 
up a rough outline  fo r  the cam ­
paign. The p lan  is  as fo llow s:

“ 1. B ranch  d iv ided  in to  three 
squads fo r  canvassing.

“ 2. F ive  w o rk in g  class neigh­
borhoods selected.

“ 3: A ll three squads w il l  can­
vass in  one neighborhood fo r 
an e n tire  week, ge tting  s igna­
tures fo r  the pe titions, se lling  
the pam phle ts and announcing 
a neighborhood m eeting  a t the 
end of the week. On F r id a y  we 
w il l  hold the m eeting, se ll So­
c ia lis t Appeals, the New In te r ­
na tiona l and pam phle ts, take a 
co llection  and announce and 
sell o r g ive  aw ay ticke ts  to the 
general mass - m eeting  closing 
the cam paign.

"4 . Same procedure w il l  be 
repeated in  a ll five  ne ighbor­
hoods.

“ 5. One com rade w il l  be sta ­
tioned on an im p o rta n t corner 
in  the neighborhood to  se ll the 
Socia lis t Appeal.

“ 6. D u rin g  the f in a l week we 
w il l  concentra te  on s tree t sales 
in  the downtown section and in  
fro n t o f fa c to ry  gates.

“ 7. Those who cannot ap­
pear openly have been assigned 
the fo llow ing  tasks: a) To col­
lec t funds fro m  sym path ize rs ; 
b ' fo llow  up contacts fo r  dona­
tions, m em bersh ip  and sub­
scrip tions . c) G et resolutions 
passed in  organ iza tions where 
we have com rades o r contacts.

“ 8. G rand fin a le  w il l  be a 
pub lic  m eeting.

“ 9. Together w ith  the above, 
the re g u la r house to house can­
vass and s tree t sales o f the 
Socia lis t Appeal w il l  be ca rr ie d  
on.

“ And on F r id a y  I ’m  present­
ing a m otion to the branch to 
increase the S oc ia lis t Appeal 
bundle o rde r im m e d ia te ly .”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
H O LD  AUG UST 27 O P E N !!! 

The F riends  o f the Russian 
B u lle tin  w il l  ho ld an a ll day 
ou ting  on Sunday, Aug. 27 a t 
Rye Beach. The boat w il l  
leave the B a tte ry  a t 10:15 
A .M . The e n tire  day w il l  be 
spent a t Rye Beach and the 
re tu rn  t r ip  w il l  be made by 
boat, leav ing  in  the evening. 
The arrangem ents  com m ittee  
is p re p a rin g  a va rie d  and in ­
te res ting  p rog ram  o f games, 
m usic, sw im m in g , etc. There 
w il l  be dancing  to the m usic 
o f a f irs t- ra te  orchestra  on 
the boat, w ith  a B roadw ay 
show on the re tu rn  t r ip .  T ic k ­
ets are ava ilab le  a t the o ffice  
o f the New In te rn a tio n a l a t 
the nom ina l ra te  o f one do l­
la r . P lease m ake your reser­
va tions e a rly .

WAR REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN OFF 
TO FLYING START IN NEW YORK

Newark Takes Lead in  
Drive to Build Appeal
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By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
The Old Misleader

Some one rem arked  to me the other day 
th a t fo r a long tim e  he had though t the tone 
w h ich  B o lshevist revo lu tiona ries  used tow ards 
the re fo rm is ts  was m uch too sharp  and m elo­
d ra m a tic . R ecently, however, he has come to 
see th a t every  ep ithe t, every “ hangm an of 
the w ork ingc lass! ” , every “ lackey o f c a p ita l­
is m !”  was and is ju s tifie d , th a t i t  w ould be 
a lm ost im possib le to p a in t in  too b lack colors 
the treache ry  and cow ard ice of groups like  the 
Social D em ocra tic  Federa tion . The closer 
A m erican  ca p ita lism  draw s to its  suprem e 
c ris is  of w ar and fasc ism , the m ore im p la c ­
ab ly a n ti-revo lu tiona ry  become the re fo rm is ts .

The w o rk ing  of th is  process can be seen 
eas ily  i f  one has fo llow ed, as I  have, the las t 
year o f the S .D .F . organ, The New Leader. 
As the w ar d raw s near, th is  jo u rn a l has taken 
on an ever-increasing  s im ila r ity  to the jin g o ­
is tic , chauv in is t “ so c ia lis t”  sheets o f the 
Europe of 1914. The one d iffe rence  is a ll in  
th e ir  fa v o r: they a t least w a ited  u n til the w a r 
had a c tu a lly  broken out before dropp ing  the 
“ so c ia lis t”  m ask and appearing fra n k ly  as re ­
c ru itin g  agents fo r the bourgeois w a r m a­
chines.

B u t The Old M is leade r is n 't w a itin g  fo r 
M -D ay to dish out w ha t Engels was vu lga r 
enough to ca ll “ the o ld c ra p ."  Week a fte r 
week, its  fro n t page is  b lack w ith  scare heads 
about the inroads th a t fasc ism  is m ak ing  in  
P eru  and the hero ic defense measures of brave 
l it t le  P o land, the c u rre n t w o rke rs ’ fa the rland . 
Th is  w eek's g lad tid ings  fo r the A m erican  
w o rk ing  class is the front-page head: PO LISH  
C A V A LR Y  C A P A B LE  O F R O U TIN G  M O TO R ­
IZ E D  N AZIS .

F.D.R. Removes the Fig Leaf
When i t  conies to dom estic news. The Old 

M is leade r is, ju s t now, in  a re a lly  pa the tic  
position, as are its  com rades in  a rm s, The 
N a tion , The D a ily  W orker, and The CIO News. 
I t  is  ge tting  increas ing ly  ha rde r to k id  the 
masses about th e ir fr ie n d  in  the W hite House 
when he p u b lic ly  congra tu la tes Congress on 
rem ov ing  the p reva iling -w age prov is ion  fro m  
th is  y e a r ’s W PA act, when he denounces the 
W PA s tr ik e rs  and looses h is G-men on them , 
and when he appoints to head the Social Se­
c u r ity  B oard  the quasi-fasc is t m achine p o li­
t ic ia n  P au l M cN u tt.

And so a hasty  glance a t The Old M is leader 
fa ils  to ind ica te  the re ’s a W PA s tr ik e  on a t a ll. 
Its  issue of J u ly  15, a t the he igh t of the whole 
business, re legates the s tr ik e  to less than a 
co lum n on page tw o. (Th is s to ry , in c id e n ta lly , 
is a m asterp iece o f fa ls ifica tio n . B y  ca re fu lly  
m ix in g  up two e n tire ly  separate sections of 
the W PA b i l l—the one n u llify in g  the p re va ilin g  
wage clause, and the one fo rb id d in g  reg ional 
d iffe rences in  wage ra tes— the author is  able 
to w r ite : “ A lthough the A d m in is tra tio n  op­
posed abo lition  of the d iffe re n tia ls , the P re s i­
dent has announced th a t h is  A d m in is tra tio n  
w il l  a tte m p t to c a rry  ou t the new provis ions 
o f the la w .”  A c tu a lly , o f course, the P re s i­
dent favo rs  the abo lition  of the f i r s t  (or p re ­

v a ilin g  wage) “ d iffe re n tia l,”  and is opposed 
on ly  to the abo lition  o f the reg iona l wage d if­
fe re n tia l.

The on ly other reference in  the whole e igh t 
pages to the tic k lis h  sub ject is  a cu t-and-dried 
lit t le  notice in  a co rner o f page e ight, headed 
in sm a ll type : “ S .D .F . Scores W PA C uts.”

The banner headline on page one is : A N T I­
A X IS  FORCES A N G E R E D  B Y  U. S. ‘N E U ­
T R A L IT Y ,’ w ith  the subhead, am azing even 
in th is  cloud-cuckoo la n d : O LD E R  G ER M AN S, 
E M B IT T E R E D  B Y  CONGRESS ACTIO N, 
T U R N  TO H IT L E R . I t  seems th a t Jack Sand- 
fo rd , the M is leade r’s .en te rp ris ing  correspon­
dent in  F rance , perfo rm ed  a rem arkab le  jo u r­
n a lis tic  fea t. As soon as he rece ived the news 
th a t Congress had refused to revise the Neu­
t r a l i ty  A c t, he a t once took a G a llup  P o ll o f 
the e igh ty  m illio n  citizens of G erm any to see 
how they fe lt  about i t .  He is, n a tu ra lly , some­
w hat excited  about h is find ings , as, ev idently , 
were the ed ito rs. “ The psychological e ffec ts ,”  
he h in ts  d a rk ly , “ m ay be in ca lcu la b le .”  And 
then fo r  the rea l news scoop: “ I  lea rn  a lready 
th a t i t  has th row n masses o f the e lder genera­
tion  of neu tra l G erm ans in to  the Nazi ca m p .”  
T h a t h ithe rto  unchallenged mass psychoana­
lys t, W a lte r D u ra n ty , had be tte r look to his 
lau re ls !
Those Terrible T rotskyites!

On th is  same fro n t page there is another 
s to ry  w h ich  deserves a few  w ords: TR O TSKY- 
IT E  'G U A R D S ’ D R IV E  A ID S  C O U G H LIN . 
Th is  is a ve ry  snooty l it t le  piece, v e ry  superio r 
indeed—“ the tin y  S ocia lis t W orkers P a r ty ,”  
“ the obscure T ro tsky ite  newspaper. The So­
c ia lis t A ppea l,”  etc. S pec ifica lly , the M is leader 
is sore because Com rade M ilto n ’s proposal 
th a t his loca l o f the IL G W U  fo rm  a W orkers 
A n ti-F a sc is t Defense G uard gave F a the r 
Coughlin a chance to a tta ck  the ILG W U  and 
to wound the tender sens ib ilities  of th a t sh rin k ­
ing  v io le t, D av id  D ub insky.

When i t  comes to m ore general c r it ic is m , 
the usual S ta lin is t ob jections are ra ised. ( I t  is 
in te res ting  how ind is tingu ishab le  on a ll m a jo r 
m a tte rs  are the lines o f the S .D .F . and the 
C .P .) Such guards “ provoke v io lence .”  They 
are “ i l le g a l.”  There is “ s trong pub lic  op in­
ion aga inst p riva te  a rm ie s / ’ And, above a ll, 
w h a t’s w rong w ith  the  police as p ro tection  
fo r w o rke rs ’ m eetings aga inst the Coughlin- 
ites?

A ll o f these argum ents, except the one about 
ille g a lity  (w h ich  is news to m e), w ould apply 
to any s tr ike . B u t the w orke rs  w ould be foo l­
ish to lis ten  to any such line . Despite the 
danger o f p rovok ing  vio lence, despite the un 
doubted ly s trong pub lic  op in ion aga inst the 
use o f force by p icke ts, and despite the  splen­
d id  p ro tection  o ffe red  by the forces o f la w  and 
o rder, the s tr ik e rs  m ust nevertheless, how­
ever re lu c ta n tly  and w ith  however heavy 
hearts, w reak  vio lence on the persons of any 
scabs in  the neighborhood. A ny one who has 
been on a p icke t line  knows th is , and any one 
who has seen L a G u a rd ia ’s cops “ p ro te c tin g ”  
an ti-fasc is t m eetings or has had a g lim pse of 
the Social Justice goon squad in  action  knows 
w hy W orkers G uards are necessary.

A n  A ppeal for International Solidarity 
Against the Repressions in France

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T OF TH E  PAST
By EMANUEL GARRETT

T H O R S TEIN  V E B L E N *
(Ju ly  30, 1851—August 3, 1929)

Thors te in  Veblen, a ra d ica l in te lle c tua l who 
stood a loof fro m  the class strugg le , was ye t 
the sa rcastic  au thor o f some of the m ost e ffec­
tive  a ttacks on the p ro f it  system  and perhaps 
A m e ric a ’s m ost o r ig in a l th in ke r in  his gener­
ation.

B orn  on a W isconsin fa rm , o f N orw egian 
im m ig ra n t parents, Veblen spent m ost of his 
life , except when unem ployed and liv in g  o ff 
the old fo lks , in  colleges, s tudying , teaching, 
w r it in g  . The c o l l e g e  au tho rities  never 
liked  to have h im  around, because they 
thought h is ideas as w e ll as his life  no t re ­
spectable, though he b rought a ce rta in  fam e 
to the college. M ost o f his students d id n ’t, like  
h im  because they d id n ’t  understand h im . The 
“ p u b lic "  never knew w hether his books were 
serious or not.

Veblen 's books, however, were his rea l con­
tr ib u t io n  to the labor m ovem ent. In  a pendan- 
tic  tone, using s ix  ,'or.g Laüü ized  words in ­
s tead of one sho rt one. he so lem nly rid icu led  
the s tu ffed  sh irts  of A m erica , the business 
men, so s k il l fu l ly  th a t they never got the point. 
The im p lica tio n s  of every one o f h is  books 
w ere re vo lu tiona ry , b u t they rem ained on ly 
sa rcas tic  im p lica tions .

A ca re fu l student of M a rx , Veblen d id  m ucn 
to explode the c r it ic is m s  o f bourgeois econo­
m is ts . He showed th a t the labor theory  of 
va lue, so m ig h tily  belabored by the c r itic s , 
was se lf-ev ident as expressed by M a rx . H is 
The Socia lis t Econom ics o f K a r l M a rx , is a 
b r i ll ia n t outline  o f C ap ita l. B u t Veblen re ­
jec ted  the law  of c a p ita lis t accum ula tion  be­
cause, w r it in g  in  1906, he could no t see w hat 
fo llow s fro m  th a t law , the constant g row th  
o f the “ reserve a rm y  o f la b o r"  (the unem ­
ployed) and the increasing  m ise ry  o f the 
w orkers . Had he w r it te n  in  1939, so honest 
an observer could no t have fa ile d  to see the 
pred ic tions borne out. Veblen made m ince­
m e a t o f the “ M a rx is t"  rev is ion is ts  like  B e rn ­
s te in , bu t he seemed a t th is  tim e  not to have 
read the w ork  o f Len in  o r Luxem burg .

Veblen's System Fragmentary
Veblen w rote no book th a t conta ins his 

whole system  o f thought. The reader has to 
p ick  i t  up fro m  side re m a rks  and s ly  com ­
ments. B u t fro m  these rem arks , in  such 
books as The In s t in c t o f W orkm ansh ip , .The 
Theory o f Business E n te rp rise , and Im p e ria l 
G erm any and the In d u s tr ia l R evo lu tion , one 
can see the ou tline : the com m on m an, the 
w o rke r, w orks fo r perfection . B u t the busi­
ness m an, who is in terested not in  in d u s tr ia l 
p roduction  bu t in  p ro fits , practises a “ con­
scientious w ith d ra w a l o f p roductive  e ff i­
c ie n cy ”  (Veblenese fo r sabotage) w h ich  k ills

’ T h is  co lum n on Tho rste in  Veblen was con­
tr ib u te d  by B runo Johnson.

the “ in s tin c t of w o rkm ansh ip ” .
The h igher lea rn ing  in  A m e rica  is managed 

fo r the exclusive benefit o f the business m en: 
law  and po litics  are m ere cloaks fo r the “ p re ­
d a to ry "  in te rests : p a tr io tism  and business, 
useless to the whole com m un ity , are the ch ie f 
ba rr ie rs  to peace: and the vested in terests 
( “ a m arke tab le  r ig h t to  ge t som eth ing fo r 
n o th ing ” ) con tro l our lives. G erm any became 
a g rea t pow er by im ita tin g  E n g la n d ’s indus­
tr ia l  technique bu t not her “ de m o cra tic ”  
ideas and p o lit ics : the fe u d a l-m ilita ry  abso­
lu tism  o f G erm any fitte d  fa r  be tte r w ith  the 
rea litie s  o f ca p ita lism ; here Veblen gives an 
in te res ting  p rem on ition , i f  not a p red ic tion , of 
the necessity of a H it le r  to m a in ta in  ca p ita l­
ism . A lm os t p a ra lle l w ith  Len in , Veblen 
pointed out the re lentless g row th  of m onopoly 
ca p ita l tow ard  a w orld  of w a r and the s tra n ­
g ling  of the com m on m an, o r else— .

Defended Bolshevik Revolution
Veblen m ade on ly  ten ta tive  stabs a t the 

class s tru g g le : as ed ito r of The D ia l he de­
fended the Bo lshevik R evolu tion, signed p ro ­
tests aga inst the t r ia l  o f the 101 W obblies in  
Chicago, and denounced the P a lm e r Red R aids 
as the dem entia  praecox o f ro ttin g  ca p ita lism . 
And in one o f his la s t books, The E ngineers 
and the P rice  System , he sketched a new plan 
fo r revo lu tion , the fo rm a tio n  o f soviets o f en­
gineers and technic ians who are the re a l 
bottle-neck o f production  and who are irked  
by the sabotage o f b ig business. He even 
helped to fo rm  the nucleus o f such a soviet, 
the Techn ica l A llia n ce ; b u t la ck in g  organ iz ing  
a b ility  and m isunderstand ing  the na ture  o f the 
class s trugg le , he fa iled .

In  h is e a rlie s t and grea test book, The The­
o ry  o f the Le isure Class, Veblen dissects cap i­
ta lis t cu ltu re  and finds  i t  ro tten . The l ite ra ry  
ligh ts  who loved and quoted the book fo r  its  
sa tire  on a m oney-cu lture  m issed the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  im p lica tio n s : the on ly  w ay to create 
a tru e  cu ltu re  is to w ipe out ca p ita lism . Veb- 
le n ’s iro n y  shows the roots o f a r t  and the social 
graces under ca p ita lism  as m e re ly  the desire 
fo r “ conspicuous w aste”  and “ conspicuous 
le is u re "  (i.e ., show ing o ff m oney). The r ich  
m a n ’s “ pecun ia ry  re p u ta b il ity "  demands th a t 
sty les change before clothes w ear out, tha t 
useless servants c lu tte r up a useless estate, 
th a t on ly costly  th ings can be considered beau­
t ifu l,  th a t education be c lass ica l, useless, and 
good on ly  to prove th a t the r ic h  m an d id  not 
have to w o rk  fo r  a l iv in g  w h ile  acqu iring  the 
“ cerem on ia l fu t i l i t y ”  of h is m anners.

I t  is ty p ic a l o f th is  detached, iro n ic , scho lar­
ly  genius th a t his la s t w o rk  was the trans la ­
tion  o f an o ld  Norse saga. Y e t the revo lu tion ­
a ry  m ovem ent in  A m e rica  m ust a lw ays ac­
knowledge its  debt to Tho rs te in  Veblen fo r his 
savage analysis o f the rottenness o f ou r 
society.

As we have m any tim es re ­
ported in  the Appeal, the D ala- 
ciier reg im e in  F rance  has been 
re g u la rly  persecuting revo lu ­
tio n a ry  m ilita n ts  who have 
been opposing the governm ent’s 
w a r p reparations. F ro m  the 
In te rn a tio n a l C om m ission of 
the W orkers and Peasants So­
c ia lis t P a rty  (P.S.O.P.) we 
have rece ived news o f add ition ­
a l persecutions. Below  we 
p r in t th e ir  le tte r in  fu l l .  The 
C herbourg inc iden t th a t is  m en­
tioned in  the le tte r re fe rs  to an 
ag ita tion  th a t the P.S.O.P. con­
ducted among the so ld iers sta ­
tioned a t C herbourg in  p ro test 
aga inst the a rb itra ry  extension 
o f the m ili ta ry  service period 
beyond tw o years.

♦ * *
D ear Comrades,

We in fo rm  you th a t today, 
J u ly  25. an inves tiga tion  of sev­
e ra l hours took place a t ou r 
p a rty  loca l, 42 Rue Roche- 
chouart. Three inves tiga ting  
com m issions o ff ic ia lly  in ves ti­
gated the fo llow ing  questions: 
1) the a n ti-m ilita r is t lea fle ts  
«sequel to the Cherbourg a ffa ir  
o f M ay las t, de ta ils  o f w hich 
you have a lready read in  Juin 
’36, o ff ic ia l w eekly organ of the 
P .S .O .P .). We m ust rem ind  
you, to be used in  w hatever 
w ay you can, th a t M arceau 
P iv e r t is  being prosecuted fo r 
th is  as the p o lit ica l d ire c to r of 
our p a rty . 2) La  Caserne, a n ti­
m ili ta r is t  jo u rn a l b u t com plete­
ly  unconnected w ith  our p a rty  
,and fo r  w h ich  i t  is  in  no way 
responsible. 3) L a  Jeune Garde 
(The Young G uard— youth pub­
lica tio n ) Ju ly -A ugust num ber, 
fo r its  a n ti-m ilita r is m  (you w il l  
receive under separate cover a 
copy o f th is  num ber w h ich  was 
today again  confiscated).

Organize P ro test M eetings
We have been in fo rm ed  th a t 

tw o w a rran ts  o f a rre s t have 
been issued by the police 
aga inst C om rade P oula in , 
m em ber o f the f i f th  section of 
the P a ris  P.S.O .P., 86 years of 
age, w ith  s ix ty  years o f a c tiv ­
ity  in  p ro le ta ria n  pa rties  be­
hind h im . The w a rra n t has 
been issued aga inst h im  in  his 
capac ity  o f m anager fo r  the 
p a rty  o f L a  Jeune G arde: he 
has a lready been arrested . A lso | 
another w a rra n t has been is ­
sued aga inst com rade Luc ien  
W eitz, p o lit ic a l secre ta ry  o f the 
P.S.O.P. youth and a m em ber 
o f the C entra l C om m ittee  of 
our p a rty  in  h is  capac ity  as 
secre ta ry  o f the P.S.O.P. youth; 
Com rade W eitz had g iven in  
preceding num bers o f La  Jeune 
Garde in fo rm a tio n  on the 
Schm idt-S teve-R iga l-Polle  a f­
fa ir  w ith  w hich you are ac­
quainted. A t the tim e  of w r it ­
ing we do not know i f  W eitz 
has been detained.

F o llow ing  these events, the

B ureau of fee P a rty  decided to 
in s tru c t its  local« to hold pub lic  
m eetings on the 30th of th is  
m onth to p ro test aga inst police 
abuses and the governm ent re ­
pression w h ich  is  s tr ik in g  m ore 
and m ore a t the m ili ta n t com ­
rades and the revo lu tiona ry  
press. On th is  occasion our 
p a rty  w il l  a f f irm  its  f i r m  de­
te rm in a tio n  to continue its  a n ti­
m ili ta r is t  and re vo lu tio n a ry  ac­
t iv it ie s  in  spite o f repression. 
A special ed ition  o f Ju in  ’36 
w il l  appear also on F r id a y  nex t 
on th is  question.

In te rn a tio n a l S o lida rity  
You doubtless understand the 

s ign ificance  o f th is  repression 
w hich seeks to s tifle  resistance 
to w a r and the sacred union. 
We there fore  expect fro m  you

tha t, w ithou t de lay, and by 
means th a t you w il l  judge ap­
p rop ria te  (press dem onstra­
tions, m eetings, e tc.) you w il l  
organize active  s o lid a rity  w ith  
our m ovem ent w h ich  is in  the 
heat o f the s trugg le  aga inst the 
im p e r ia lis t w a r. Above a ll do 
no t de lay to send us im m e d ia te ­
ly  fee next num ber of your pub­
lica tio n  in  w h ich  you w il l  pub­
lish  an a rtic le  on th is  question, 
an a rt ic le  th a t we w il l  w e l­
come, fo llow ed by an appeal in  
fa v o r o f the persecuted anti- 
m ilita r is ts  and g iv in g  support 
to our s trugg le .

F o r the In te rn a tio n a l Com­
m ission o f the P.S.O .P.,

M a rie  G uerin .
J u ly  25, 1939

Mass Action by Negro 
W orkers Brings Victory

.(Continued fro m  Page 1)
Judge Lupe, was ju s t another 
a tte m p t to th row  a m onkey 
w rench in to  a ttem pts  o f the 
Negro w orkers  to ge t be tte r 
housing.

Negro housing on Chicago’s 
South Side is the n a tio n ’s w orst. 
W hite chauv in ism  forces the 
Negroes to live  in  a rea l ghetto, 
w ith in  the boundaries of the no­
torious “ iro n  r in g .”  U nable to 
m ove, they are exp lo ited un­
m e rc ifu lly  by b ig  re a l estate 
companies w hich exact exor­
b ita n t rents fo r  the v ile s t k ind  
of housing fa c ilit ie s . R epa irs 
are the exception and not the 
ru le . I t  is no t uncom m on fo r a 
fa m ily  o f 12 to be crowded in to  
2 sm a ll room s, in fested w ife  
v e rm in  and ra ts , w ith  no p r i ­
vate to ile t fa c ilit ie s .

S u n d a y ’ s dem onstra tion 
m arked  a h igh spot in  the long 
f ig h t o f the Negro w orkers fo r 
decent l iv in g  fa c ilit ie s . The 
p ro m p t w ith d ra w a l o f the in ­
ju n c tio n  was a v ic to ry  obtained 
by m ili ta n t mass action, and i t  
served to show the Negro w o rk ­
ers a ll th rough  the South Side 
the power of organized w o rk ing  
class action  to  a tta in  th e ir  de­
mands.

S o lid a rity  o f Negro and w h ite  
w orkers was dem onstra ted by 
fee m em bers o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  and the Young 
People ’^ S ocia lis t League, who 
p a rtic ip a te d  in  the dem onstra 
tion  and in  the parade organ­
ized by the W ashington P a rk  
F o rum , spearhead in  the Negro 
w o rk e r ’s f ig h t fo r  im proved  
housing in  Chicago.

New York Public 
School System 
Crippled by Cuts

By BR U N O  JOHNSON
The New Y o rk  C ity  B oard  o f 

E duca tion  on T hu rsday, J u ly  
27, adopted a budget c r ip p lin g  
the whole p ub lic  school system  
fo r  the com ing year. The c r ip ­
p ling  began when L a G u a rd ia ’s 
B oard  o f E s tim a te  c u t $3,000,- 
000 fro m  fee app rop ria tions and 
the New Y o rk  State Leg is la tu re  
cut $5,300,000 m ore fro m  state 
a id to the c ity .

The $8,300,000 d e fic it thus ac­
qu ired  has been “ absorbed”  by 
fee B oard  of E duca tion  in  the 
fo llow ing  w ays : classes, a l­
ready overcrow ded, w il l  be en­
larged o r no t decreased; eve­
n ing e lem en ta ry  schools, se rv ­
ing 30,000 adults ye a rly , w il l  be 
dropped fro m  the school sys­
tem ; evening h igh schools w il l  
be lim ite d  to students w o rk in g  
fo r R egents’ c re d it. D ay class­
es fo r adu lts in  E ng lish  and 
c itizensh ip  are to go. Com­
m u n ity  and recrea tion  centers, 
as w e ll as a fter-school a th le tic  
centers, w il l  be closed com ­
p le te ly . Thus 75,000 students 
w il l  be tossed ou t o f school, and 
the 2,500,000 people who have 
been using the com m un ity  cen­
ters are locked out.

Lehm an ’s Role
The A m erican  La b o r P a rty  

supported G overnor Lehm an, 
instead o f fig h tin g  fee issues on 
its  m e rits , took she lte r behind 
the u n co n s titu tio n a lity  o f the 
budget passed by the leg is la ­
tu re ; when the budget was 
th row n  out o f courts the leg is­
la tu re  in  specia l session passed 
another, d iffe r in g  fro m  the 
f i r s t  on ly  in  being in  accord­
ance w ith  the sta te  constitu tion , 
and Lehm an said not a w ord. 
The same vic ious slashes in  the 
school system  rem ained.

Fisher Body Strikers Eager 
To Carry Fight Through to End

COUGHLINITES BRAG 
ABOUT FASCIST 
PREPARATIONS

to

INSTIGATOR OF 
STRIKE RIOT 
PROMOTED

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
ment. of the U n ited  States by 
any one, anywhere, a t any 
tim e . . . Those leaders who 
have moved to exp lo it the p ro ­
tests of W PA w orke rs  in  v io la ­
tion of Federa l statutes w il l  be 
prosecuted.”  The next day 
Roosevelt issued his in fam ous 

You can ’t  s tr ike  against the 
gove rnm en t”  sta tem ent.

M u rphy  in  his Ju ly  13 sta te­
m ent s ingled ou t M inneapolis 
as a place where “ evidence of 
labor racke tee ring  or c r im in a l 
consp iracy aga inst fee n a tio n ’s 
re lie f p ro g ra m " m ay “ re su lt in  
in d ic tm e n ts .”

In  accordance w ife  M u rp h y ’s 
orders, U . S. D is tr ic t A tto rney  
Anderson announced on J u ly  19 
th a t the F edera l governm ent 
“ undoubtedly w il l  issue com ­
p la in ts  and begin prosecution 
of s tr ik e  pickets o r dem onstra t­
ors w ith in  a few  days.”

O ut to Get 544 
The grand ju ry  opened its  in ­

vestiga tion  on Ju ly  24. I t  q u ick ­
ly  developed fe a t the Federa l 
au tho rities  were ou t to “ g e t”  
G enera l D rive rs  U nion Loca l 
544, sponsor o f a Federa l W ork­
ers Section w h ich  is  the c i ty ’s 
lead ing unem ployed organ iza­
tion . The St. Pau l P ioneer 
Press headlined th a t “ A c tiv ity  
of h igher-ups in M inneapolis 
G eneral D rive rs  U nion 544 d u r­
ing the recen t W PA s tr ik e  is 
being investigated  by the Fed­
e ra l g rand ju r y ” . The M inne­
apolis T ribune  reported  th a t 
"W itnesses who to ld  about 
union operations in  connection 
w ith  the s tr ike  spent m ore tim e  
in  the ju ry  room  than did those 
who to ld  o f in te rfe rence  w ife  
w o rke rs .”

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
S cream ing e d ito ria ls  in  a ll 

fee c a p ita lis t papers ca ll fo r 
“ law  and o rd e r” , presum ably 
m eaning the r id in g  down of 
helpless women and ch ild ren , 
the tra m p lin g , c lubb ing , shoot­
ing  and gassing o f unarm ed 
peaceful w orkers exerc is ing  
th e ir r ig h ts  to s tr ik e  and p icke t. 
The s tr ik e  leaders, m any of 
them  under the in fluence o f the 
S ta lin is ts , have weakened and 
are te llin g  the w orkers  to obey 
the “ la w ” —^feat is  the , a rb i­
t ra ry  ru lin g  o f a m ayor whom 
these same s tr ik e  leaders have 
denounced as a pa id  tool o f the 
corporations, the Cham ber of 
Com m erce and o f a boss-ruled 
court.

Lesson fo r W orkers
Once again fo r a ll the w o rk ­

ers to see is the fa c t th a t when 
the w orkers  re a lly  un ite  th e ir 
forces and fea rless ly  reso rt to 
mass action on the  streets, no 
power or agencies of the bosses 
and th e ir  governm ent can beat 
them  down. B u t when they sub­
m it to the treache ry  o f le g a lity  
and boss made laws, they are 
licked  in  advance.

The lessons of the “ B a ttle  o f 
E . 140th S tree t” , are im perish - 
ab ly  g raven in to  the m inds of 
a ll the auto w orkers  here. They 
are fu l l  o f f ig h t, and the rank  
and f i le  is m ore than anxious to

com plete  a job  w e ll s ta rted . 
O n ly fee m ost ins is ten t and 
pers is ten t p leading by the lead­
ersh ip  has so fa r  prevented the 
w orkers fro m  again ta k in g  to 
fee streets in  mass fig h tin g  
fo rm a tio n . One w ord of assent 
fro m  the leaders, and fee auto 
w orkers w ould sw a rm  out o f 
toe o ther p lan ts as they d id 
la s t M onday and m ake con fe tti 
out o f a ll the “ r io t  zone”  o r ­
dinances and in junc tions  w h ich  
fee bosses are w av ing  in  the 
w o rke rs ’ faces.

Dangerous Precedent 
A m ost dangerous precedent 

lo r  fu tu re  s tr ikes  has been set 
by the acceptance o f these 
legal traps  by the union lead­
ers. I t  is  to be expected th a t in  
the fu tu re  ba ttles, w h ich  are 
bound to come, the c ity  o ff ic ­
ia ls  and corpora tions w il l  c rack 
down on every  s tr ik e  w ith  
every  im ag inab le  legal re s tr ic ­
tion . p a rt ic u la r ly  those aga inst 
mass p icke ting . The on ly  way 
to w in  a s tr ike  is to shut the 
w ork down co ld ; fe a t means 
mass p icke ting , the on ly suc­
cessful weapon aga inst fee 
bosses and s tr ike -b reake rs .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
taunted the Jews to dare 
hold a counter-m eeting.

A t the end of the m eeting  the 
ch a irm a n  held up a huge p lac­
ard , read ing  “ B uy C h ris tia n .”
He announced to the audience 
th a t th is  corner was now under 
the con tro l o f the Coughlin ites, 
and th a t they w ould hold m eet­
ings there  eve ry  Wednesday 
n igh t. T w en ty-s ix  un ifo rm ed 
cops and others in  p la in  clothes 
guarded the m eeting, ready and 
w illin g  to g ive the fascis ts  fu l l  
pro tection.

When a w o rke r here and 
there in  the crow d voiced ob­
jec tion  to fee an ti-S em itic  and 
an ti-labo r tirades , police pu lled  
them  out o f the crow d and in to  
a ta x i cab.

D iscussion groups w h ich  
fo rm ed a fte rw a rd  in  a near-by 
p a rk  decided th a t som ething 
should and w ould be done. The 
proposal to bu ild  W orkers De­
fense G uards m e t w ith  approv­
al of those present, even tw o 
C om m unist P a rty  m em bers ad­
m itt in g  th a t action and not 
words w ould be needed to de­
fend the neighborhood aga inst 
the fa sc is t gangs. The youths 
present, about f i f ty ,  a ll between 
the ages o f 18 and 25, decided 
th a t they w ould m eet a t an ap­
pointed place nex t Wednesday 
evening, m ake the rounds of 
the loca l clubs to secure a id, i C ity  m ust rem em ber the f ig h t

One purpose o f B ig  M oney ’s 
obedient servants in  A lb a n y  is 
not ye t achieved. They are t r y ­
ing to fr ig h te n  the p ub lic  by 
show ing w ha t the schools w ould 
su ffe r unless the teachers took 
a cut.

The New Y o rk  C ity  B oard  o f 
E duca tion  tr ie d  its  best. I t  dug 
up the ancient dodge o f “ vo lun­
ta r y ”  sa la ry  cuts, rang ing  fro m  
2% to 5'/2%, fee jo k e r being 
th a t the younger and poorer- 
pa id  teachers, whose sa la ries 
w ould be c u t less, would no t re ­
ceive any ‘y e a rly  increm ents  
e ithe r, and so w ould a c tu a lly  
be cu t by 9%, w h ile  the h igh ly - 
pa id  fa t-ca ts , the superin tend­
ents and po litic ians  in  the sys­
tem , w ould be cu t on ly  4 to 
5'/z%. Th is  proposal was so 
ne a rly  id e n tica l to the b ills  in  
A lbany th a t the pa ren ts ’ asso­
c ia tions sm elled the ra t  and 
were not im pressed, in  sp ite  o f 
•he pious w a ils  o f the reaction ­
aries about “ saving the k in d e r­
ga rtens .”

M ayo r LaG ua rd ia  tang led up 
the mess s t i l l  fu r th e r w ith  a 
m a rve lous ly  s k illfu l piece o f 
dem agogy; he prom ised to in ­
sure the con tinua tion  o f a ll 
v ita l educationa l services w ith ­
ou t c u ttin g  teachers ’ sa la ries. 
Tne S ta lin is t-con tro lled  Teach­
ers U nion whooped fo r  jo y  and 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  the M ayor. 
T h a t the M a y o r’s s ta tem ent 
was on ly p o lit ic a l tr ip e  was 
c le a rly  shown when his law-sec­
re ta ry , appointed fo r  one day to 
the B oard  o f E duca tion  in  o rde r 
to m ake up a quorum , voted fo r  
the schoo l-w recking  budget.

In  answ er to protests, L a ­
G uard ia  passed the buck aga in : 
he la id  a ll the blam e on fee 
leg is la tu re  fo r  c u ttin g  $5,300,- 
000 fro m  sta te  a id  to fee c ity , 
conven ien tly  fo rg e ttin g  h is own 
chicken-feed cu t o f three m il­
lion.

Teachers U nion Hog-tied
The Teachers Union, because 

of its  S ta lin is t line , has had one 
hand tied to its  back th rough­
out the fig h t. T im e  and again 
the a n ti-S ta lin is t progressives 
in the union have brough t up 
m otions to p u t pressure on L a ­
G uard ia  as w e ll as on A lbany. 
A lw ays these proposals were 
e ithe r how led down o r passed 
w ith  sneers about “ T am m any 
p o lit ic s "  and then, fo rgo tten . 
The S ta lin is ts  are p lay ing  the 
game o f co llabo ra ting  w ife  boss 
p o lit ic ia n s  fo r  th is  f a l l ’s and 
1940’s elections, and w il l  no t of- 
offend the “ p rogress ive”  L it t le  
F lo w e r in  C ity  H a ll. A lso, in  
th e ir desperate zeal to rem ove 
fee “ re d ” labe l fro m  the union, 
they la y  o ff any k ind  o f m i l i ­
ta n t action o r p icke t line. They 
d id the best they  could, w ith  
h a lf a m illio n  lea fle ts  and hun­
dreds o f .te leg ram s (bu t ve ry  
few  to L a G u a rd ia ). Y e t the 
tim e  has passed when a leg is­
la to r w il l  pay any a tten tion  to 
te legram s.

When one of the Teachers 
U nion leaders d id  c r it ic iz e  the 
M ayo r fo r  sending his o ffice- 
boy to vote ru in  to the schools, 
(he union spokesman deplored 
fee M a y o r’s “ ha te ”  and said 
fe a t though a progressive, he 
had “ y ie lded to p ressure .”  
Jus t w hy a progressive cannot 
y ie ld  to progressive pressure 
is le ft  unexpla ined.

A ll the w orkers  o f New Y o rk

and then gather to dem onstra te  
th e ir opposition to the C oughlin 
gangsters.

on education as an essentia l 
fa c to r in  th is  f a l l ’s e lections to 
fee C ity  Council.

W ho’s Against the War Referendum?

Roosevelt Gives the Whole Show Away
-B y  H A L  D R A P E R .

W hat are the argum ents 
aga inst g iv ing  fee people the 
r ig h t to vote on w ar?

In  Janua ry  of la s t year, the 
Lud low  reso lu tion was before 
Congress, and there  was a dan­
ger— not so m uch th a t i t  would 
be passed— but th a t i t  would 
ge t to be discussed. In  th is  
c r it ic a l hour, Sergeant Roose­
v e lt w ent ove r the top and 
th rew  a bom b-shell in to  the 
laps o f Congress, denouncing 
the proposal. Its  lead ing  idea 
was:

“ Such an am endm ent as 
th a t proposed w ould cripp le  
any P res ident in  h is conduct 
of our fo re ign  re la tions, and 
i t  w ould encourage other na­
tions to be lieve th a t they 
could v io la te  A m erican  righ ts  
w ith  im p u n ity .”

A Lesson fro m  H is to ry  
1. C ripp le  the P res iden t’s 

au toc ra tic  con tro l over A m e ri­
can fo re ign  a ffa irs?  A ny one 
who knows fee lessons o f h is ­
to ry  w il l  say: Good th in g ! I t  
was P res ident P o lk ’s use o f his 
executive powers w h ich  b rought

on the w a r w ith  M exico  in  1846 
w ithou t any consu lta tion  even 
w ith  Congress. I t  was P re s i­
dent M c K in le y ’s con tro l over 
fo re ign  re la tions w h ich  p e rm it­
ted h im  to go before Congress 
and c a ll fo r w a r w ith  Spain 
w h ile  concealing the fa c t that 
Spain had granted the U . S. 
demands. W ilson ’s secret ne­
gotia tions w ith  E ng land in  1916 
are even be tte r known. H is to ry  
te lls  us: the P res iden t’s con­
tro l over fo re ign  re la tions has 
been in s tru m e n ta l in  ge tting  us 
into im p e r ia lis t w ars—behind 
the backs o f the people!

2. Just w hy w ould the w ar 
re fe rendum  c ripp le  the P re s i­
d en t’s conduct of fo re ign  re la ­
tions? Roosevelt has sw orn  up 
and down the land th a t he is 
innocent o f any in ten tion  o f 
th row ing  the U . S. in to  w ar. 
The proposal w hich he denounc­
es bears on ly  on the pow er of 
m ak ing  w a r. A ll  measures 
sho rt o f w a r w ould s t i l l  be (un­
fo rtu n a te ly ) le ft  in  his hands. 
E ith e r, o r : E ith e r Roosevelt Is 
a hypocrite  when he protests

his com ple te ly  peacefu l in ten ­
tions, o r his a rgum en t is  non­
sense!

3. F u rth e rm o re , Roosevelt 
was here a tta ck in g  the Lud low  
reso lu tion—a b ill w h ich  takes 
the guts ou t o f fee proposal to 
le t the people vote on w a r by 
m ak ing  i t  inopera tive  in  case 
o f a ttack  on fee U . S., its  te r r i ­
to r ia l possessions, o r on any 
coun try  in  the W estern H e m i­
sphere. I t  is  th is  reso lu tion, 
w hich concerned its e lf on ly  
w ith  a fra n k ly  and openly ag­
gressive w a r by the U . S. tha t, 
Roosevelt sa id, w il l  ham per his 
fo re ign  po licy . The confession 
is there fo r a ll to see: to  p u t i t  
m odera te ly , Roosevelt does not 
exclude an open w a r o f con­
quest !

4. How w il l  the w a r re fe ren ­
dum  encourage the v io la tio n  of 
A m erican  righ ts?  W H A T  
A M E R IC A N  R IG HTS? I f  
Roosevelt was th in k in g  o f the 
“ r ig h t”  o f S tandard O il to  p ile  
up its  p ro fits  in  the F a r  E ast, 
w ife  the backing  o f the N avy,

he is a thousand tim es co rre c t: 
the people w ill-  no t sa c rifice  
them selves fo r tha t. I f  he was 
th in k in g  o f the r ig h t o f W all 
S tree t to s it on the backs o f the 
w orkers and peasants o f South 
A m e rica , he is  co rrec t. He is 
a fra id  o f the w a r re ferendum  
because the w a r w h ich  he has 
in  m ind  w il l  NOT he one in  the 
re a l in te rests o f the masses; i t  
w il l  be a w a r fo r the “ r ig h ts ”  
of the A m erican  60 F a m ilie s  
aga inst fo re ign  p lu tocra ts !

No Confidence
The bosses’ governm ent in  

W ashington w ants the “ r ig h t”  
to hold the th re a t o f w a r over 
the heads o f its  im p e r ia lis t r i ­
va ls , and the “ r ig h t ”  to go in to  
such a w a r, when i t  becomes 
necessary, w ith o u t the consent 
o f the people.

The answer to Roosevelt is : 
Y ou r v e ry  opposition to fee w a r 
re fe rendum  shows w hy we have 
no confidence in  you o r you r 
governm ent. L e t the people de­
c ide ! They are the ones who 
w il l  have to f ig h t and d ie !
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 
workers’ control.

!. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work» 
and housing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on 
all Jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

7. All war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.
10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.

No Secret Diplomacy
On July 24 the State Department issued the 

following order:
“ In view o f the contemporary international 

situation it w ill not he possible to make the con­
fidential or unpublished files and records of the 
department, of a date later than December 31, 
1918, available to persons who are not officials 
o f the United States Government.”

(Hitherto access to the files has been exceed­
ingly restricted. Only a limited number of per­
sons such as professors, students and interna­
tional lawyers were permitted to use them undei 
various limitations. But now all state papers 
fo r a period o f twenty years become a closed 
lxx>k to everybody outside the government.

And even fo r records prior to 1918, permis­
sion is limited to persons like lawyers, publicists, 
historians, instructors and professors in accred­
ited colleges and universities who Have an “ im­
portant and definite use for the information 
desired.”  Since the State Department is the 
judge o f what is “ important,”  under these regu­
lations no radical could consult original sources 
in w riting  a history of the United States!

Most significant in the State Department 
order is the period fo r which complete secrecy 
is decreed: the last twenty years. W hy should 
Roosevelt and H u ll trouble to cover up the acts 
o f W ilson’s last years, or the Republican 
administrations of Harding, Coolidge and 
Hoover? W hy should the New Deal seek to 
shroud these Old Dealers?

Because New Deal or Old Deal, Republican 
or Democrat, whatever the label, the foreign 
policy o f the American government has run in 
one direction: to safeguard and extend the fo r­
eign interests o f America’s S ixty Families. 
Harding the Republican took up where the “ New 
Freedom”  of Wilson left off, and “ New Deal” 
Roosevelt took up where Old Deal Hoover left 
off. And now, as the war draws near, Roose­
velt covers up his predecessors and himself.

The State Department docs little more than 
formalize the already-existing situation in which 
the American people are kept in virtual ignor­
ance o f the government’s diplomatic moves. We 
are thus kept in ignorance in order to blind us 
to the speedy approach o f war.

Every workers’ and farmers’ organization 
should demand, in the interests of its members’ 
lives:

No secret diplomacy! A ll treaties and agree­
ments shall be open to the inspection o f the 
people! Let the people decide! Let the people 
vote on w a r!

pretty high up in Trotskyite circles and we don’t 
like anything done without our knowing about 
it. But after we cooled off, we found that wre 
didn’t put him there and he wasn’t a victim of 
the class war. In  fact, we got to wondering 
why Hathaway didn’t have the good sense to 
keep his mouth shut until Browder got him out. 
For the true story is not so nice for Hathaway, 
Browder and the board o f directors o f the Com­
munist P a rty :

The Daily Worker, as libelous a yellow rag 
as ever was seen in this country of yellow jo u r­
nalism, was finally nailed recently by one o f its 
victims. Walter Liggett was murdered in Minne­
sota in December, 1935; the killer was never 
apprehended. Liggett had been editing an “ anti­
vice paper”  and had no connections with the 
labor movement. Local reactionaries sought to 
utilize his murder in their campaign against the 
Farmer-Labor movement, but got nowhere. But 
the Stalinist machine, having up to the day be­
fore, in its “ th ird  period,”  poured its filthy 
slanders on the Farmer-Labor movement, 
turned around and poured its slanders on L ig ­
gett, in its belated attempt to curry favor w ith 
the Farmer-Laborites. Mrs. Liggett sued to de­
fend her husband’s name, and got a judgment 
fo r libel against the Daily W orker and its editor.

The other day Mrs. Liggett had Hathaway 
jailed, in an attempt to collect his share o f the 
judgment. Mr. Hathaway, under examination, 
stated that he earned $100 per week as editor 
(sounds like a lot fo r an editor o f a “ workers’ 
paper,”  but then think what a d irty job it is) 
but that after paying out lots o f alimony, he 
can’t pay his share o f the judgment. A t this 
point Hathaway let out the bray about a “ T rot- 
skyite drive.” Neither he nor the Daily Worker 
told the story about the Liggett case in any de­
ta il; they were too refined for that. But they 
linked it w ith three “ Trotskyite”  suits fo r libel 
and then let out a yell about a “ Trotskyite drive.”  
They didn’t give any details, either, about these 
three suits. One is by Max Eastman, no T ro t­
skyite thank you, another by one Charles White, 
whom we don’t even know. But the th ird  we 
don't mind in the least having pinned on us, for 
then we can tell the story which Hathaway didn’t 
tell :

In November, 1937, some enemy o f the trade 
union movement murdered Pat Corcoran, pres­
ident o f the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Coun­
cil. Pat had won the undying enmity o f the 
bosses when he took a leading part in re-unify­
ing the teamsters’ movement after the General 
Drivers Union o f the city had been expelled 
earlier by the International; in the unified move­
ment Pat worked closely w ith the so-called

Trotskyite leaders of the General Drivers 
Union in bringing aliout 100% unionization of 
the teaming crafts, making Minneapolis the best- 
unionized city in the country, and in building 
the North Central Drivers Council out o f which 
came the magnificent 11-state uniform contract 
fo r over-road drivers. Not only the enmity o f 
the bosses; Pat had also incurred the enmity g f 
the Stalinists for his “ crime”  o f collaborating 
with the Trotskyites.”  So when he was killed, 
the Stalinists proceeded to smear him and his 
colleagues as “ labor racketeers” and to call for 
a “ Deweyized investigation o f the Minneapolis 
labor movement to clear out the labor racke­
teers.”  (That was when Dewey was a hero of 
the Stalinists.)

The class-conscious trade unionists wanted no 
Deweys poking into the unions. And they knew 
Pat and his co-workers. The local Stalinists 
dared not utter their slanders in the trade unions. 
Hailed before the coroner’s ju ry , not one Stalin­
ist had the courage to say on his own behalf 
what the Daily W orker had said. The Stalinist 
frameup scheme collapsed. 1 hen the drivers 
union leaders, seven o f them, filed a libel suit 
against the Daily W orker; the suit is still 
pending.

*  *  *

A horrid thought has just struck us. Can it  be 
that Browder didn’t want to bail out Hathaway? 
What other explanation could there be for Hath­
away— elbowing the lid off this smelly brew? 
Anyway we’ve enjoyed the farce o f Hathaway 
playing class-war prisoner— and the opportunity 
to remind the advanced workers once again o f 
how the Stalinists tried to destroy the progres­
sive labor movement o f Minneapolis.

" Trotskyite Drive"
W e’ve seen the Stalinists do lots of absurd 

and ridiculous things in their time, along with 
the innumerable vicious things they do, but Clar­
ence Hathaway has just given us the best belly 
laugh we’ve had since the time Ike Amter swal­
lowed his false teeth.

Hathaway is editor o f the Daily Worker. 
The other day he declared himself a class-war 
prisoner, issued from ja il an appeal to “ the pub­
lic”  for a bail fund, and heroically “ prepared 
to remain in prison knowing full well that labor 
and its supporters w ill not permit our common 
enemies to injure the Daily Worker or the Com­
munist Party.”  We were just rushing out of 
the office to get poor Clarence out of the can 
when the Daily W orker arrived and the head­
line knocked us over: “ Hathaway Calls Jailing 
Part o f Trotskyite Drive.”

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

By Arthur Hopkins
Joe A lex  M o rris  o f the U n ited  Press cites the 

danger of w a r in  Europe should a “ b lu ff be ca lled, 
o r a m is take  made in  h igh p laces.”  W hat a he ll of 
a game th a t is—they m ake a m is take , and we pay 
the pena lty !

+  *  *

Peoria , 111. police arrested  a m an on p ro test fro m  
his neighbors th a t he was d r iv in g  a ca r. They 
found h im  on a l it t le  used road, tra v e llin g  a t a 
m oderate ra te  o f speed. He had been w arned p re v ­
ious ly  no t to operate a b icyc le . .Cause o f a ll the 
ne ighbors ’ a la rm  is the fa c t th a t the d r iv e r  was 
b lind . B u t we le t the bosses d rive  our economic 
m a ch in e !

D avid  G r if f in , 28, o f M inneapolis, is soon to take 
a two yea r to u r in to  A fr ic a  and Asia. G r if f in  has 
been c a rry in g  on m iss iona ry  w o rk  in  add ition  to 
his job  as salesm an fo r  a m a il o rde r house, and 
uses h is  business, he says, m e re ly  as a fro n t fo r  
m iss iona ry  e ffo rts .

Pros and Cons Not Far Apart in 
Congress Neutrality A ct Dispute

The Much-Touted Conflict over the Neutrality Act Is in 
The Last Analysis a Disagreement over the Most Effective 
Means of Dragging the People of the Country into War

By JA M E S  B U R N H A M
In  a lm ost a ll o f the con flic ts  

between Roosevelt and the anti- 
Roosevelt opposition in  Con­
gress, con flic ts  w h ich  du ring  
the present session o f Congress 
have gene ra lly  led to Roose­
v e lt ’s defeat, the bu lk  of the 
boss press has to one o r an­
o ther degree supported the op­
position. To th is  general ru le  
there is one outstand ing  excep­
tio n : nam ely, the con flic ts  over 
fo re ign  po licy . W herever Roose­
v e lt and some section o f Con­
gress have d iffe red  on fo re ign  
po licy , the boss press has over­
w he lm ing ly  declared fo r  Roose­
ve lt.

The sharp  strugg le  over the 
N e u tra lity  A c t has been a no­
torious exam ple.
PRO A N D  CON 
CLOSE TO G ETH ER

The issue here, when a ll the 
smoke is c leared aw ay, boiled 
down to ve ry  sm a ll potatoes. 
Roosevelt w anted the pow er to 
declare, by executive decree, 
u n ila te ra l embargoes on w a r 
m un itions : th a t is, to em bargo 
the sh ipm ent o f w a r m un itions 
fro m  th is  coun try  to another 
coun try  w hich Roosevelt would 
declare was “ a t w a r”  and was 
an “ agg resso r" in  the w a r.

A la rge  bloc in  Congress did 
not w an t to g ra n t th is  pow er to 
the P resident. I t  w ished to re ­
ta in  a section o f the old Neu­
t r a l i ty  A c t w hich provides fo r 
an em bargo on the sh ipm ent o f 
m un itions to e ithe r side, when 
a “ state o f w a r ”  is defined to 
ex is t by the P resident.

Th is  Congressional bloc, fo r 
the tim e  being, came out on 
top, and the P res ident was 
forced to w ith d ra w  his demand. 
The boss press, led by the New 
Y o rk  T im es, condemned the 
Congressional bloc fo r sabotage 
of the na tiona l in te rests  o f the 
U n ited  States.

In  th is  whole fig h t, there  was 
a la rge  e lem ent o f contem ptib le  
fa rce . So fa r  as the question of 
w a r o r peace goes, the outcome 
doesn’t  m ake a g rea t deal o f 
d iffe rence . W hichever law  is  on 
the books, the S ix ty  F a m ilie s  
can s t i l l  sw ing  th e ir  pow er and 
resources in  the d irec tion  where 
i t  su its them  best—in  the d ire c ­
tion , th a t is, where the biggest 
p ro fits  lie . Nowadays “ w ar 
m u n itio n s " are on ly a t in y  p a rt 
o f w ha t goes in to  a w a r: coal 
and pe tro leum  and copper and 
cotton and rubbe r and food and 
iro n  are in  the end m ore im p o r­
ta n t than guns and m ili ta ry  a ir-

c ra ft, both fo r  the w a rr in g  na­
tion  and fo r  the economy o f the 
expo rting  nation.

Consequently, w hether an 
em bargo on w a r m un itions 
alone applies to one side or to 
both sides or to ne ithe r (as in  
the com prom ise “ cash and ca r­
r y ”  p lan w hich is favo red  by a 
num ber o f Congressmen) is not 
going to decide e ithe r who w ins 
the w a r o r how i t  entangles the 
U n ited  States. M oreover, the 
governm ent and the bosses can 
a lw ays get around any e m ba r­
go sta tu tes, i f  they re a lly  w ish 
to, by c re d it devices, tra n s ­
sh ipm ents, etc.
G AN G ED  U P  ON 
W AR R E F E R E N D U M

I t  is fu rth e rm o re  in te res ting  
to note th a t in  the heat gener­
ated by Roosevelt, H u ll and the 
m em bers o f Congress over the 
N e u tra lity  A c t, a ll pa rties  to 
the d ispute managed to fo rg e t 
about the proposal fo r  a w ar 
re fe rendum , embodied in  sev­
e ra l b ills  subm itted  to Con­
gress, and favo red  by the huge 
m a jo r ity  o f the people. Can i t  
be th a t p a rt o f the reason fo r  
the b ig  a rgum ent over N e u tra l­
i ty  was p rec ise ly  to tu rn  pub lic  
a tten tion  aw ay fro m  the w ar 
re ferendum ?

Nevertheless, m ak ing  the 
p roper discounts, a genuine d if­
ference between the tw o sides 
rem ains.

R oosevelt’s en tire  dom estic 
p rog ram  and po licy  have col­
lapsed in  an u tte r and com plete 
breakdown. A ll th a t he can sa l­
vage fro m  the d ism a l w reck of 
h is once sh in ing  a rm o r is his 
fo re ign  po licy. He knows c le a r­
ly  th a t h is  fo re ign  po licy  has 
the fundam en ta l perspective  of 
a w a r o f im p e r ia lis t aggression, 
in w h ich  U n ited  States c a p ita l­
ism , m o r ta lly  s ick  a t home, 
w ould t r y  to save its e lf by ac­
q u irin g  unchallenged dom in­
ance fo r  exp lo ita tion  of vast 
areas in  L a tin  A m erica , the 
F a r E as t and even Europe.

F ro m  th is  p rem ise  comes the 
L im a  Conference, the parade of 
L a tin  A m erican  d ic ta to rs  to 
W ashington, the notes to Japan, 
the in te rven tion  in  E urope, the 
huge a rm am en t increases.

B u t to c a rry  ou t h is perspec­
tive , Roosevelt wants and needs 
an absolute ly free  hand. He 
wants and takes a free  hand in  
spending the a rm am en t b il­
lions; he closes the .S ta te  De­
p a rtm e n t file s : he negotiates 
secre tly . He does not w an t any 
“ in te rfe rence ”  fro m  Congress:

there are a lw ays a few  Con­
gressm en who are ap t to ask 
em barrass ing  questions, who 
like  to “ in ve s tig a te ,”  who 
m ig h t argue when the tim e  fo r  
action comes. F o r these rea­
sons, Roosevelt w ants a Neu­
t r a l i ty  A c t w h ich  leaves eve ry­
th ing  up to h im se lf.

B ig  business has e xa c tly  the 
same fundam en ta l perspective 
in  fo re ign  po licy  as has Roose­
ve lt. And consequently, b ig  
business supports Roosevelt in  
fo re ign  po licy , w hether i t  is  a 
question of a rm am ents  o r se­
c re t d ip lom acy or d isc re tiona ry  
embargoes.

I t  should not be im ag ined  
th a t Congressmen are any less 
“ p a tr io t ic ”  than the P resident, 
c r  th a t they w il l  have any d i f f i ­
cu lty  supporting  the w a r when 
the day a rrives . Indeed, m any 
who were aga inst Roosevelt in  
the N e u tra lity  c o n flic t ex­
p la ined th a t they took th e ir  po­
s itio n  on ly  because they  d id n ’t  
th in k  w a r was nea r: in  other 
words, i f  they thought the c ris is  
serious enough they would 
change a t once.
CONGRESSM EN M UST 
FAC E  C O N STITU EN C IES

B u t tw o special fac to rs  oper­
ate on m any o f the Congress­
men. The R epublicans use the 
dispute here, as on o ther points, 
fo r fa c tio n a l advantage — to 
b rin g  about another defeat in  
R oosevelt’s g row ing  lis t, and 
to get an “ a n ti-w a r”  issue fo r  
next y e a r ’s cam paign. And a ll 
Congressmen have got to go 
home and face th e ir  cons titu ­
ents a t closer hand than the 
P resident. (The leg is la tu re  is, 
in  general, m ore sub ject to  pop­
u la r pressure than  the execu­
tive .) Now the constituents are, 
o f course, opposed to w a r; and 
m any o f them , especia lly  in  the 
M idd le  West, have a p re tty  
good idea of the d ire c tio n  in  
w hich R oosevelt’s fo re ign  pol­
ic y  is lead ing. U nder such c i r ­
cum stances, a vote aga inst the 
u n ila te ra l, d isc re tio n a ry  em ­
bargo is h ig h ly  desirab le  i f  the 
Congressmen w an t to see a 
fr ie n d ly  crow d when they get 
to the hom e-town sta tion  a fte r 
th e ir  strenuous seven m onths 
o f se rv ing  th e ir  coun try .

The co n flic t over the N e u tra l­
i ty  A c t, like  o ther s im ila r  d is­
putes in  a ll im p e ria lis t govern­
ments, is  in  the la s t ana lysis a 
d isagreem ent over the m ost e f­
fec tive  means o f d ragg ing  the 
coun try  in to  w ar.

Stockyards M ay Be Setting for 
Next National Strike Struggle

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
attended the packing  house 
w o rke rs ’ convention. Some of 
them  were re g u la rly  elected, 
m any o f them  were m e re ly  ap­
pointed as so often is the case 
o f unions in  th e ir  fo rm a tive  
stage. R eports made a t the con­
vention c la im ed th a t on a na­
tion-w ide scale a to ta l of 78,000 
w orkers  have been enro lled un­
der the banner o f the P ack ing  
House W orkers O rganization 
C om m ittee, ou t o f the a p p rox i­
m a te ly  129,000 em ployed in  the 
indus try . O ut o f the 29 A rm o u r 
p lants in  various pa rts  o f the 
coun try  the PWOC c la im s a 
m a jo r ity  support in  seventeen.

I t  m ust be rem em bered, how­
ever, th a t inso fa r as both en­
ro llm en ts  and support are con­
cerned th is  is s t i l l  to be re ­
garded as a ra th e r loose th in g ; 
but there  can be no doubt as to 
the desire o f the w orkers to re ­
store un ionism  and union condi­
tions in  the indus try . Thus, fo r 
exam ple, a t a Labo r Board 
e lection held in  the Chicago A r ­
m our p lan ts la s t O ctober, on a 
“ Y es”  and “ N o”  vote fo r  co l­
lec tive  ba rga in ing  agency, the 
CIO came out ahead w ith  a 
w ide m a rg in .
CIO D EM AN D S 
N A T IO N A L  CONTRACT

Now the CIO demands an ex­
clus ive  na tiona l wage con tract. 
Th is  the packers has contem pt­
uously refused. O ffic ia ls  o f A r ­
m our and Co. accepted an in ­
v ita tio n  to confer w ith  the C ity  
Council labo r com m ittee  the 
o ther day, on ly to re ite ra te  
th e ir f la t  re fusa l even to m eet 
w ith  the union.

On th is  same occasion o ffic ia ls  
of the A F L  B u tcher W orkm ens 
U nion pu t in  th e ir  appearance 
w ith  c la im s to be considered in 
negotiations. And, although i t  
was the treasonable conduct of 
o ffic ia ls  o f th is  union w hich 
was responsible fo r  the d isas­
trous collapse o f the packing 
house w o rke rs ’ la s t general 
s tr ik e  in  Janua ry  1922, and de­
spite the fa c t th a t th is  union is 
s t i l l  a s tockholder in  A rm o u r

and Co., i t  has made some 
headway of la te  in  organ iza­
tion in  s tockyards in  Chicago 
and elsewhere.

Th is  p a rt ic u la r fa c t, -when 
viewed in  the l ig h t o f the often 
acrim on ious s trugg le  between 
the A F L  and the CIO, is one of 
the elements of serious w eak­
ness in  the present s itua tion . 
Perhaps i t  fu rn ishes also one 
o f the reasons fo r  the con­
tem p t and haughtiness shown 
by the m eat packers.
B U T CIO IS IN  
STRONG PO SITIO N

Y e t the CIO union is in  a 
strong position, a lm ost a com ­
m and ing position. John L . Lew ­
is made th a t a proud boast 
when he hurled his challenge 
a t the Chicago Coliseum m eet­
ing :

“ W ell w ha t have we he re? ”  
he said. “ The m eat packers. 
They m ay th in k  th e y ’re p re tty  
big. W ell, th e y ’re no b igger 
than U nited States Steel, Gen­
e ra l M otors and the coal indus­
try . These b ig industries  
changed th e ir m inds about 
wage contracts, and we helped 
them . Now w e ’re going to give 
the same help to the m eat 
packe rs .”  In c id e n ta lly , w h ile  
severa l of the CIO union lead­
ers (S ta lin is ts  o r th e ir stooges) 
a t the m eeting ca rr ie d  banner 
stream ers, “ F o r Roosevelt in  
1940,”  and w h ile  o ther speak-
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ers p roc la im ed th a t same 
choice, Lew is rem ained s ilen t 
on th is  point. M oreover, he 
made caustic c r it ic is m , saying 
th a t: “ The W PA b il l  recen tly  
passed by Congress is a d ire c t 
repud ia tion  of the pledges 
made by the D em ocra tic  p a rty  
in  its  1936 p la tfo rm .”  He added 
th a t the “ m a jo r ity  p a rty  m ust 
share respons ib ility  w ith  the 
to ry  R epublicans fo r  a meas­
ure w hich w il l  deprive a m il­
lion  unemployed of W PA jobs .”
W EAKNESS IN  
S T R IK E  PLAN S

B u t to re tu rn  to the question, 
w il l  there be a packing  house 
w orkers s tr ike?  P repara tions 
are being in tens ified  on a ll 
fron ts . T h a t m uch is ce rta in . 
The m ea t packers have shown 
th e ir a ttitude  c le a rly  and p re ­
c ise ly . M uch confidence could 
have been in s tille d  in  the m inds 
of the w orkers, and th e ir ranks 
could have been enorm ously 
so lid ified , i f  o ffic ia ls  o f the 
PWOC had been a t least as 
c lea r and precise. I t  is d if f ic u lt  
to regard  a leadership as gen­
u ine ly  serious th a t fa ils , in  an­
tic ip a tio n  of a m a jo r s trugg le , 
to propose a t least the elem en­
ta ry  basis, o r the ru d im e n ta ry  
fo rm s, fo r a na tiona l union th a t 
m ay begin to g ive the body 
both actua l flesh and blood. 
Th is was not done a t the recent 
convention, w h ich  le ft the pack­
ing  house o rgan iza tion  s t i l l  in  
com m ittee  fo rm .

I t  should be necessary, m ore­
over, to fo rm u la te  a t least a 
s im p le  set o f c lea r and precise 
demands and not, as is now the 
case, to reduce eve ry th ing  to 
the a ltogether too innocuous 
fo rm u la —th a t the packers m eet 
w ith  the union. Regardless of 
w hether o r no t the packers w il l  
a t th is  stage lis ten  to the de­
mands, the w orkers  m us t know 
fo r  w ha t they m ay be ca lled 
upon to s tr ike . They m ust know 
a good tim e  in  advance. They 
m ust be g iven a solid po in t 
around w h ich  to ra l ly  fo r  the 
suprem e e ffo rt.
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N THIS =  
CORNER =
-By M ax Shachtman

I t  has taken the S ta lin is ts  three whole m onths to 
get the necessary ins truc tions  on how to deal w ith  
the prob lem  of the U kra ine  as ra ised so bo ld ly , 
honestly and s im p ly  by Leon T ro tsky  in  h is a rt ic le  
p rin te d  in  the Appeal o f M ay 9, 1939.

A na lyz ing  the position o f the Soviet U kra in e  un­
der the yoke o f the K re m lin  au tocracy, and the 
position o f those m illio n s  o f U k ra in ia n  w orke rs  and 
peasants su ffe ring  as na tiona l m in o ritie s  under 
Polish, R um anian and H ungarian  dom ination , 
T ro tsky  ra ised the slogan o f “ A un ited, fre e  and 
independent w o rke rs ’ and peasants’ Soviet 
U k ra in e ” — free and independent no t on ly  o f the 
G erm an, Polish, H ungarian  and R um anian im p e r­
ia lis ts  bu t also o f the oppressive S ta lin is t c lique.

Trotsky Anticipated Arguments
In  his a rt ic le , subm itted  fo r  discussion o f the 

re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent, T ro tsky  an tic ipa ted  the 
ob jections o f the Moscow apologists to so thorough 
an exten t th a t the re p ly  they have f in a lly  made in 
the New Masses of A ugust 8, over the s ignature  
o f the no t unknown hack A . B. M a g il, m ay be th o r­
oughly disposed o f m e re ly  by re -read ing  w hat 
T ro tsky  w rote.

M a g il is  one o f a num erous tr ib e  tra in e d  up a t 
the breast o f the S ta lin is t treasu ry . W hen the a r­
chives o f the old reg im e were seized and made 
pub lic  by the B o lsheviks in  1917, they disclosed 
w ha t had long been suspected. The C za ris t reg im e 
bought up jo u rn a lis ts  and whole e d ito r ia l s ta ffs  a ll 
over the w orld , whose job  i t  was to defend and 
ju s tify , w ith  the on ly  type of a rgum ent a t th e ir  d is­
posal, every  m isdem eanor and c rim e  com m itted  
under N icholas the B loody. Some o f these l ite ra ry  
lackeys w ere pa id  exceeding ly w e ll; none o f them  
w ent hungry . The Czar d id n ’t  do so w e ll by h is own 
people, bu t he was not s tingy  when i t  cam e to  re ­
ta in in g  jo u rn a lis tic  advocates abroad. S ta lin  fo l­
lows the same p rac tice  w ith  the boys on h is  fo r ­
eign p a y ro ll, and fro m  the services th e y  render 
and the argum ents they use, he gets a t least as 
m uch out o f h is inves tm en t as did the Czar.

L e t us pass over the tiresom e ca lum nies re ­
peated by M a g il (they a ll bo il down to the charge 
th a t T ro tsky  is H it le r ’s a lly )  and com m ent on ly  on 
one po in t he makes. D ec la ring  th a t the r ig h t o f na­
tions fre e ly  to secede m ust not, as Len in  sa id  in  
1917 and m any o ther occasions, “ be confused w ith  
the question o f w hether i t  w ould be exped ien t fo r 
any g iven na tion  to secede a t any g iven m om ent 
(bu t) m us t be se ttled  by the p a rty  o f the p ro le ­
ta r ia t in  each p a rt ic u la r  case independently, fro m  
the po in t of v iew  o f the in te rests o f socia l develop­
m ent as a whole and the class s trugg le  o f the p ro ­
le ta r ia t fo r so c ia lism ”  — M a g il concludes th a t 
"w hen  T ro tsky , the re fo re , ca lls  fo r  separa tion  of 
the U kra ine , w ha t he is advocating  is the sub jec­
tion of the U kra in e  to ’ im p e r ia lis t bondage and na­
tio n a l oppression.’ ”

Denies RIGHT of Separation
M a g il is s im p ly  m ak ing  m endacious use o f a 

quotation fro m  Len in . W hile  Len in  emphasized the 
need o f considering  the expediency o f advocating 
separation of one nation  o r people fro m  another, 
he never denied the r ig h t o f separa tion . T h a t is 
p rec ise ly  w ha t M a g il denies to the Sovie t U kra ine . 
And n o t on ly  to i t ,  b u t also to the U k ra in ia n  m in o r­
itie s  in  Poland, R um an ia  and H ungary . L e n in  used 
to po in t out th a t the r ig h t of d ivo rce  does no t neces­
s a r ily  mean th a t a t eve ry  s ing le  m om ent you ad­
vocate a d ivorce  between a g iven couple. M a g il is 
no t on ly outraged (Outraged? N o t in  re a lity ; he is 
m e re ly  p u ttin g  on an act) a t the idea o f the Sovie t 
U kra ine  sepa ra ting  fro m  the Soviet U nion, b u t he 
is no less in d ignan t a t the though t o f the U kra in ia n  
m in o ritie s  in  ad jacen t countries b reak ing  fro m  
th e ir oppressors and jo in in g  w ith  th e ir  co-nationals 
in  a pow erfu l, un ited Sovie t U kra ine .

Such a un ited coun try , he says, “ fo rm e d  w ith  the 
blessing of H it le r  and as a re su lt o f the d ism em ­
berm ent not on ly  o f the U.S.S.R. b u t o f Poland, 
R um an ia  and H ungary  as w e ll, w ould deal a death 
blow to the independence o f those th ree  countries. 
H is (T ro ts k y ’s) p ro g ra m  is, the re fo re , in  con tra ­
d ic tion  w ith  th e ir  na tiona l in te re s ts .”

In  o ther words, the Po lish  landow ners, the R u ­
m anian B oyars and the H ungarian  feuda l lo rds 
who ru le  over m illio n s  o f U k ra in ia n  peasants and 
w orkers , have found in  M a g il a s tou t w a rr io r  p ro ­
tec ting  th e ir  “ na tiona l in te re s ts .”  In  o ther words, 
fu rth e rm o re , i t  w ould be a “ death b low  to  the in ­
dependence”  of H ungary  i f  the peasants o f the 
C arpatho-U kra ine , whose te r r ito ry  was g iven to 
H ungary  a fte r M un ich  “ w ith  the blessing o f H it le r ”  
(as M a g il m ig h t say, and th is  tim e  c o rre c tly ) , 
were to f ig h t fo r  freedom  fro m  H ungarian  ru le  and 
fo r  in co rpo ra tion  in to  a m ore  pow erfu l, united 
Soviet U kra ine .

P resent-day Soviet U kra ine  m us t not, cannot 
separate fro m  Moscow, cries  M a g il. W hy not? 
Does not the “ m ost dem ocra tic  C onstitu tion  in  the 
w o rld ”  p rov ide , in  A r tic le  17, th a t “ E ach  U nion 
R epublic reserves the r ig h t fre e ly  to secede fro m  
the U .S .S .R .” ? I t  does; on ly the “ r ig h t”  is  a ho r­
rib le  joke. Anyone who tr ie s  to exercize th a t r ig h t 
is im m e d ia te ly  labe lled  a fa sc is t spy and executed 
on the spot—unless he is  d riven  to suic ide before 
then, as has been the case o f m ore  than on* 
U k ra in ia n  C om m unist. W hat va lue has a r ig h t 
w hich M A Y  NOT B E  E X E R C IZ E D ?  The same 
va lue as a ll the o ther “ r ig h ts ”  the F a th e r o f the 
Peoples g rants his subjects.

The S ta lin is t po licy  tow ards the U k ra in ia n  ques­
tion  p lays r ig h t in to  the hands o f reac tio n a ry  na­
tio n a lis ts  and o f H it le r . The t r u ly  im p e ria lis t ic  re ­
fusa l o f S ta lin  and h is M ag ils  to acknow ledge and 
f ig h t fo r  the  r ig h t o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  o f peoples, 
nations and na tiona l m in o ritie s , has le f t  th is  fie ld  
free  fo r  reac tiona ry  and dem agogic exp lo ita tio n  by 
H it le r . T h a t exp la ins in  la rg e  p a rt w hy H it le r  was 
able to w in  the Sudeten G erm ans so eas ily  to  his 
standard . S ta lin ’s po licy  tow ards the U k ra in ia n  
m illio n s  is fa c il ita t in g  a s im ila r  fa te  fo r  them .

T h e ir ra in  dance brough t to  a close, m em bers o f 
the Zuni In d ia n  tr ib e  o f N ew  M exico awoke the 
nex t day to a cloudless sky th a t augured no le t-up 
in  the w o rs t d rough t they could rem em ber. Wise 
old headmen opined th a t the re tu rn  o f the b lazing 
sun ind ica ted  the fa ilu re  o f the gods could m ean 
bu t one th ing—fo r  some reason o f w h ich  they were 
no t aw are th e ir ancestors were v is it in g  vengeance 
upon them . (IN S  d ispa tch ). A ll C hris tians, Mo- 
ham m edans, Buddhists, e tc., w il l  laugh h e a rtily  
a t the na ive te  o f the poor backw ard  Ind ian .

*  *  *

D r. Benes, ex iled  p res iden t o f Czecho-Slovakia, 
who helped d ra ft the V e rsa illes  tre a ty  20 years 
ago, adm its  th a t “ the V e rsa illes  tre a ty  was not 
p e rfe c t.”  We a ll know  w ha t an im p e rfe c t egg is.


