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LET THE PEOPLE VOTE O N WAR!
Nationwide Campaign 
For War Referendum 
Launched by SW  P

Workers Asked to Help Circulate Petitions; 
Raise $10,000 to Fight War; Distribute 
Leaflets by Hundreds of Thousands

By H A L  D R A P E R  
S ecretary, W ar R eferendum  

C am paign C om m ittee

The c a m p a i g n  for a 
people’s referendum on war is 
launched.

The Party Convention do 
cided that we must transform 
ourselves into a C AM PAIG N  
P A R TY  OF A C T IO N  A N D  
A G IT A T IO N . This means 
bringing all the forces of the 
party to bear upon a single is­
sue, for a given period of 
tim e , concentra ting  our a c tiv ity  
to develop a mass m ovem ent 
around our slogans.

Just as a lens concentrates 
the sun ’s rays in to  a burn ing  
sha ft o f heat, so we m ust focus 
the resources of our o rgan iza ­
tion  in to  a mass cam paign 
around the slogan: " L E T  T H E  
P E O P L E  VO TE  ON W A R !”

C am paign O bjectives
The ob jectives o f the cam ­

paign are de fin ite . B y the tim e  
th is  issue o f the Appeal is out. 
the branches w il l  have received 
fu l l  d irec tives . Between August 
1 and Septem ber 15—the du ra ­
tion  o f the cam paign—we w ant 
to c a rry  the slogan, and w ith  
i t  the an ti-w a r message of the 
p a rty , to a t least 200,000 w o rk ­
ers.

We w il l  d is tr ib u te  15,000 cop­
ies of the pam ph le t “ L e t the 
People Vote on W a r”  by James 
B urnham .

We w il l  secure 25,000 s igna­
tures to the P e tition  to Con­
gress fo r a People ’s Vote on 
W ar.

We w il l  ra ise by September 
15 one-half o f the A n ti-W ar 
Fund o f $18,00« voted by the 
Convention.

We w il l  d is tr ib u te  100,000 
copies o f a four-page p rin ted  
lea fle t.

We w il l  ra ise the c ircu la tio n  
of the Appeal by 1,000 per issue 
—400 new subscrip tions, 600 in ­
crease in  bundle orders.

E v e ry  branch w il l  hold one 
indoor mass m eeting and a 
w eekly s tree t-corner m eeting 
du ring  the cam pa ign  on the 
slogan: “ LETT T H E  P E O P LE  
VO TE  ON W A R !”

Up to Branches
These are the f ir s t  steps of 

the cam paign. B ranch  quotas 
fo r these ob jectives are p rin ted  
in  th is  issue. E v e ry  week we 
shall announce the standing of 
the branches in  c a rry in g  out 
each quota.

We w ant to develop mass 
w orke rs  actions around the 
cam paign. M ore o f th a t la te r. 
B u t we w ish to emphasize r ig h t 
now th a t eve ry th ing  depends 
upon the in it ia t iv e  of the 
branches in  p u tting  the slogan 
in to  action.

The demand fo r a people’s 
re fe rendum  m ust be ca rr ie d  
in to  the homes around your 
neighborhood, to the shop- 
mates who w ork next to  you. 
The branches m ust reach them , 
even i f  they have never reached 
them  before.

In to  the shops and trade  un­
ions— into  the homes of the 
w orkers—into  the streets, w ith  
the s logan: “ L E T  T H E  P E O ­
P L E  VO TE ON W A R !”

Just as the f ig h t aga inst w ar 
begins a t home, so the organ­
iza tion  of the an ti-w a r mass 
m ovem ent begins w ith  the 
gearing  o f the p a rty  fo r  action.

G ive to the an ti-w a r p a rty !
B u ild  the an ti-w a r paper!
R e c ru it the w orke rs  to the 

m ovem ent fo r the people’s vote 
on w a r!

Branch Quotas 
Set for 
$10,000 Fund

$10,000 FU N D  D R IV E
(50% of am ount below to be 

raised by Sept. 15)

You're Right, Colonel, 
The People Would 
Vote Against War!

This is Colonel J. T . T a y ­
lo r, speaking on M ay 31 fo r 
the A m erican  Legion against 
a w ar re fe rendum , before 
the Senate subcom m ittee :

" I  do not th in k  th a t any 
m other is going to vote to 
send her son to w ar, and I  
do no t th in k  th a t m any 
young men . . . w ould w ant 
to go in to  w a r o r become in ­
volved in  w ar a t a ll. They 
would vote fo r th e ir own 
safety. And th a t is a th ing 
th a t cannot be considered so 
fa r  as m ili ta ry  e ffo rt is  con­
cerned .”

“ I f  we have to subm it a 
m a tte r of th a t k ind (w ar) to 
a p leb isc ite , we m ig h t also 
subm it various other ques­
tions . . . such as questions 
of re lie f. L e t them  vote on 
the question of re lie f, and 
you w il l  see where you go.”  

Colonel T a y lo r, don’t  te ll 
us you ’re  aga inst a re fe ren ­
dum  because you ’re ce rta in  
the people w o u l d  vote 
aga inst war?

W ell, answers the Colonel, 
“ Th is  is no t a pure democ­
racy , bu t is a dem ocracy in  
w h ich  the confidence o f the 
people has been p laced in 
th e ir selected leaders .”  

Colonel, did you say “ de­
m ocracy ”  or “ hyp o c risy ” ?

ALLENTOWN 
WORKERS FIGHT 
W.P.A. LAYOFF

Call on Unemployed 
To Revive Old Time 
Militancy

Federal Agents Try 
Blow Against 
New York Teamsters

N EW  YO R K, Ju ly  27—Jam es 
Dolan, union delegate of Team ­
sters Loca l 282, was yesterday 
subpoenaed by U . S. D is tr ic t 
A tto rney  John T . C ah ill, in  
connection w ith  the re fusa l of 
the team sters union to make 
de live ries  to s truck  W .P.A. 
p ro jects.

A fte r lengthy questioning by 
agents of the Federa l Bureau 
of Inves tiga tion , D olan was re ­
leased.

This was the f ir s t  move to 
repeat in  New Y o rk  the prose­
cu tion  of s tr ik in g  unions and 
labor leaders w h i c h  was 
launched in M inneapolis on 
M onday, when a g rand  ju ry  
wss convened by A tto rney  Gen­
e ra l M u rp h y ’s o rders, to  ac t on 
“ evidence”  aga inst the unions 
gathered by an a rm y  of F .B .I. 
agents.

( .Special to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
A LLE N T O W N , J u ly  21 — 

M ore than fo u r hundred w o rk ­
ers gathered here las t n ig h t at 
the courthouse steps to p rotest 
W .P.A. layo ffs , the new 130- 
hour regu la tion  and the abroga­
tion  of the p re va ilin g  wage fo r 
union m echanics.

The m eeting was called by 
the Leh igh  County Unem ployed 
and P ro je c t W orkers U nion as 
p a rt o f an organ iza tion  d rive . 
The s tr ike  m ovem ent on the 
p ro jects had not m et w ith  any 
response in the area, ne ither 
A .F .L . nor C .I.O . nor W orkers 
A lliance  ca llin g  the men out on 
stoppages. Only the U .P .W .U . 
issued lite ra tu re  endorsing the 
s tr ik e  m ovem ent, and w h ile  un­
able to a c tu a lly  in it ia te  s tr ike  
action because of the d iv is ion  
of the  p ro jec t w orkers  in to  
m an ifo ld  organizations, got an 
exce llen t response in the fo rm  
of the courthouse m eeting

Charles H autm an of the U .P . 
W .U ., was cha irm an  o f the 
m eeting, a t w hich a fo rm e r 
C .I.O. organ izer and Sam G or­
don of New Y o rk  were inv ited  
speakers. The speakers re la ted  
incidents fro m  W .P.A. s tr ikes  
in o ther areas and ca lled upon 
the A llen tow n w orkers to re ­
v ive  th a t m ilita n c y  w h ich  sev- 
e ia l years ago placed them  a t 
the ve ry  fo re fro n t o f the organ­
ized unem ployed m ovem ent. 
The crow d greeted the ca ll to 
action  w ith  repeated applause.

In  the course of the m eeting, 
Lester H eckm an, long a leader 
of the loca l jobless, was called 
to the p la tfo rm  by the cha ir.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

Don’t Let Congress 
B ury the Issue!

AN  E D IT O R IA L .

Authoritative polls, the accuracy o f which nobody has 
challenged, have proved that an overwhelming majority of 
the people o f this country are in favor o f the plan for a 
popular referendum on war. This plan would, by amend­
ment to the Constitution, take the power of entering a war 
out of the hands o f Congress and put it where it belongs 
— under the control o f the people as a whole, who would 
decide through a direct referendum vote.

What About the War Referendum?
Congress is in the act o f adjourning, after a session 

lasting seven months. I t  has had plenty of time to vote 
every single m ilitary and naval appropriation asked for by 
the Roosevelt war machine— appropriations totalling two 
billion dollars.

I t  has had time to revise tax laws in accordance with 
the demands o f big business.

it  has had time to launch the biggest attack on record 
against the unemployed.

I t  has had time to waste hundreds of hours listening to 
its members shoot their mouths off about nothing at all.

I t  has had time to debate day after day on “ neutrality 
acts" which in the last analysis are only alternative pro­
posals for carrying out the war policies o f the Sixty Fam­
ilies.

But Congress could not find one minute to 
take up on the floor the crucial issue backed 
by the mass sentiment of the people— the issue 
of the war referendum.

The cowardly Ludlow, in the House, and the chicken- 
hearted LaFollette in the Senate, introduced bills which 
partly embodied the referendum plan— and then sat back 
like mice while their bills were buried in Committee pigeon­
holes.

Meanwhile, on the twenty-fifth anniversary o f the start 
o f the last world imperialist war, the new war crisis deep­
ens hourly. In all probability it w ill rise to a new height 
w ithin the next weeks. Before autumn begins, the war may 
have started.

The recently concluded anti-war convention of the So­
cialist Workers Party dedicated the party to the struggle 
against the war. We have pledged our hands, our brains, 
and our lives to that struggle. As, one by one, all other 
parties, groups and organizations, swing into the war camp, 
W E  A N D  W E  A LO N E  CAN R IG H T F U L L Y  C A LL  
O U R SELVES T H E  A N T I-W A R  P AR TY.

Acting under the instructions o f the convention, and 
spurred by the acuteness o f the world crisis, we are begin­
ning a renewed campaign against the war, a campaign to 
rally the masses o f the people in struggle against the war. 
We propose to carry this campaign through to the end, to 
the day when the war system and the war-makers are over­
thrown, and replaced by a society of peace and freedom 
and socialism.

As the first stage in this campaign, we are going to take 
the issue o f the war referendum out o f the Congressional 
pigeon-holes, and call upon tens o f thousands o f workers 
to jo in with us in demanding that the w ill of the people 
shall be carried out.

It  is the masses of the people who must suffer and die in 
a war. The masses o f the people, then, have the right to 
decide whether a war is worth suffering and dying for. 
But the people can win that right only by fighting for it. 
Roosevelt and Congress have proved fu lly that their inten­
tion is to deny the right to the people, and to flout the 
democratic w ill o f the majority.

The people must, then, take the fight for the war refer­
endum into their own hands.

Let the people vote on war!
Let the people decide!

W .P.A . Strike In N. Y. Continues; 
Building Trades Unions Consider
Tie-Up on A ll Gov. Financed Jobs
BUILDING SLUMP 
CHARGED TO 
BIG BANKERS

Experts' Testimony 
Exposes Attempt to 
Blame Unions

By R U TH  J E F F R E Y
Testim ony p rov ing  th a t the 

b ig banks w ere responsible fo r 
the pa ra lys is  of the construc­
tion  indus try  was g iven by ex­
perts las t week before the 
T em pora ry  N a tiona l Econom ic 
C om m ittee , bu t got l it t le  o r no 
m ention in the d a ily  press!

The week before. A ssistant 
A tto rney  General T hu rm an  
A rno ld  had a ttacked the b u ild ­
ing  trades unions before the 
same body and got headlines in  
the press, some of the papers 
devoting a lm ost an en tire  page 
to his statem ent.

Announcing fo rthcom ing  pros­
ecutions of forces “ re s tra in in g  
bu ild ing  a c t iv ity ” , A rno ld  had 
proceeded to absolve the banks 
and rea l estate in te rests, the 
construction  m a te ria ls  co rpora ­
tions and the b u ild ing  co n tra c t­
ors, leav ing  labor as the scape­
goat in  the a n ti-tru s t prosecu­
tions.

Wants Wage-Cuts
In  exchange fo r  a vague 

prom ise of m ore w ork  over the 
year, A rno ld  had demanded 

(Continued on Page 2)

MINNEAPOLIS 
DRIVERS WIN 
WAGE DISPUTE

Stop Labor Commis- 
sion from Putting 
Through Wage Cut

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , Ju ly  2 0 -  

General D rive rs  Loca l 544 won 
a s igna l v ic to ry  th is  week over 
the tra n s fe r bosses—and over 
G overnor Stassen’s th ree-m an 
“ la b o r”  com m ission.

The Stassen com m ission, 
a fte r ho ld ing  hearings on the 
d ispute, had advised Lo ca l 544 
to accept a wage decrease and 
to fo rg e t about pa id  vacations 
fo r the union m em bers.

The union b lu n tly  re jec ted  
the com m ission re p o rt and 
opened d ire c t negotia tions w ith  
the bosses.

W eekly Wage P rin c ip le
M aintenance o f the w eekly 

wage w h ile  shorten ing  the 
w eekly hours was the m a jo r 
po in t in  the dispute and the un­
ion won out.

D u rin g  the tw o-year period 
covered by the co n tra c t there 
w ill be a progressive shorten­
ing of the w eekly hours fro m  
46 2/3 to 45 1/3 w h ile  the week­
ly  wage rem ains constant.

$265 per M an
The d iffe rence  between w ha t 

(Continued on Page 2)

FATHER COUGHLIN ATTACKS 
AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT

By JOSEPH H AN SEN
F a the r Coughlin, the “ rad io  

p r ie s t,”  succeeded th is  week in  
u tiliz in g  L ib e rty  m agazine 
(Aug. 12) fo r  an exposition of 
his A m erican ized version of 
an ti-labo r Jew -ba iting .

Coughlin c la im s th a t he is no t 
an anti-Sem ite , but ra th e r a 
self-appointed p ro tec to r of the 
in terests of the Jews in  gen­
e ra l aga inst th e ir own “ a the is­
t ic ”  leaders who foste r com ­
m unism  by re fus ing  to jo in  his 
crusade.

“ Then F a th e r,”  asked L ib e r­
t y ’s E dw ard  D oherty, “ w hy 
don’t  you m ake i t  c lea r th a t 
you are opposed to C om m u­
n is ts? ”  W hy m ake a sharp d is­
tin c tion  between Jew ish com ­
m unists and G entile  com m u­
nists?

Because the leaders of the 
R ussian revo lu tion  were Jew ­
ish, exp la ins Coughlin, and the 
Jew ish people are s ile n t about 
com m unism .

C oughlin ’s Cloven Hoof
H av ing  pu t the fin g e r on the 

non-re lig ious Jews and labe lled 
them  as responsible fo r the 
Russian revo lu tion , a lthough i t  
is w e ll known th a t Jew ish cap­
ita lis ts , like  o ther cap ita lis ts , 
opposed i t  and only the Jew ish 
w orkers like  other w orkers, 
fought fo r the revo lu tion , 
Coughlin ju s tifie s  H it le r  w ith  
the assertion th a t N azism  “ was 
a defense m echanism  aga inst

A.F.L. WANTED STRIKE EXTENDED
S trike  action against a ll 

governm ent p ro jects was the 
vote of the m a jo r ity  of the 
heads of a ll in te rna tiona l 
unions of the A .F .L ., when 
they convened at the ca ll o f 
W illia m  Green in  W ashing­
ton on Ju ly  12.

T h is  fa c t was reported fo r 
the f ir s t  tim e  in  the J u ly  20 
“ West Coast S a ilo r” , organ

of the Sailors U nion o f the 
P a c ific , in  the m inutes of the 
H eadquarters branch m eet­
ing where H a rry  Lundeberg, 
secre ta ry -treasu re r, describ ­
ed the union rep resen ta tive ’s 
re p o rt on the Ju ly  12 m eet­
ing :

“ Dushane (the union rep­
resenta tive) reports  th a t

among the union representa­
tives a t the A .F .L . m eeting, 
the m a jo r ity  of them  w ent 
on record in  fa vo r o f s t r ik ­
ing  a ll governm ent p ro jects  
th a t em ploy A .F .L . sk illed  
w orkers , as a p ro test and in  
the event some fo rm  of re ­
lie f fro m  th is  wage slash by 
the governm ent is not ob-

ta ined. We w il l  hear m ore 
about th is .”

The on ly pub lic  announce­
ments on the J u ly  12 m eeting 
were G reen’s sta tem ent, 
headlined in  the press, th a t 
no t s tr ike  action bu t an ap­
peal to Congress was the 
r ig h t course, and sending of 
a lobbying  com m ittee  to 
Roosevelt and Congress.

T. A. Murray Issues 
Ultimatum in Move 
to Force New Ruling

C om m unism  . . . ”  and “ N azism  
found C om m unism  too closely 
a llied  to Juda ism  to m ake any 
d is tin c tio n  between the tw o .”  

W all S treet T a lk  
Then he ind ica tes his rea l 

ta rge t, the labor m ovem ent: 
“ See w ha t the C .I.O . has done 
a lready in the U n ited  States 
. . . i t  has been able to b rin g  
chaos in  in d u s try  . . . the C .I.O. 
is p re tty  w e ll contam inated 
w ith  leaders who are Red in 
thought and a c tion .”

W all S treet should con tribu te  
he a v ily  to C oughlin ’s treasu ry  
fo r th a t a ttack  aga inst labor, 
m aybe even add a sta tion  or 
two to C oughlin ’s ne tw ork.

F o r th is  was the exact line 
of propaganda pursued by H it ­
le r and M usso lin i—both p o lit i­
ca l agents o f B ig  Business—on 
th e ir road to pow er and de­
d u c tio n  of the labo r m ove­
m ent.

F irs t  they m ade a scapegoat 
—the Jews, whom  they blam ed 
io i a ll the coun try 's  ills . Then 
they labe lled th e ir  v ic t im , the 
labor m ovem ent, as Jew ish— 
“ led astray  by Jew ish C om m u­
n is t leaders” —and w iped i t  out 
w ith  te r ro r  and vio lence. 

P ra ises Fascism  
Coughlin ends his d ia tr ib e  

aga inst the non-re lig ious Jews 
w ith  a big hand to N azi G er­
m any and F asc is t I ta ly  and 
Fasc is t Spain w hich he c la im s, 
in  the teeth of a ll fac ts  to the 
co n tra ry , have “ escaped the in ­
te rna tiona l banke r”  and e lim i­
nated unem ploym ent.

“ T h e re ,”  e n d s  Coughlin. 
“ T've a c tu a lly  said a good word 
fo r  the to ta lita r ia n  countries, 
so n a tu ra lly , I ’l l  be ca lled  both 
a Fasc is t and a N a z i.”

No, F a th e r Coughlin — not 
)M>th a F asc is t and a N azi. O nly 
a fool w ould accuse you of be­
ing m e re ly  an agent o f G er­
m any o r I ta ly .  You are an 
agent of B ig  Business r ig h t 
here in  the U n ited  States— you 
are an A M E R IC A N  fasc is t 
demagogue.

By TO N Y C H A P M A N
N EW  YO R K, Ju ly  26—W hile 

union spokesmen declared to ­
day th a t the s tr ik e  o f sk illed  
w orkers  on W .P.A. p ro jec ts  in  
th is  c ity  is “ a t its  h e ig h t,”  
Thom as A. M u rra y , P resident 
of the B u ild in g  and C onstruc­
tion  T rades Council, today p re ­
d icted a com plete  tie -up  of a ll 
governm ent-financed construc­
tion  jobs i f  W .P .A . a d m in is tra ­
to r Col. F . C. H a rrin g to n  “ does 
not come across w ith  a fa v o r­
able ru lin g  under section 15-B 
of the new R e lie f law  in  sup­
p o rt of the p re va ilin g  ra te  of 
w ages.”

F rid a y  D eadline L ik e ly
The unions c la im  th a t under 

th is  section H a rrin g to n  can pay 
union wages on a ll p ro jec ts  be­
gun before Ju ly  1.

I f  no favo rab le  w ord fro m  
H a rrin g to n  is rece ived by F r i ­
day, when the fu l l  B u ild in g  
T rades Council meets, M r. 
M u rra y  s trong ly  in tim a te d  th a t 
the action to extend the tie-up 
w il l  no t be delayed inde fin- 
a te ly .

A t las t F r id a y ’s m eeting  of 
the C ouncil, the p lan to extend 
the t i e - u p  to governm ent- 
financed p ro jec ts  o ther than 
W .P.A. was supported by a 
sm a ll m in o r ity . “ The m in o r ity  
p lans ,”  M r. M u rra y  said, “ m ay 
w e ll become th a t o f the m a jo r i­
ty  and there fo re  th a t o f the 
Council its e lf i f  by F r id a y  Col­
onel H a rrin g to n  does n o t come 
across w ith  a favo rab le  ru lin g  
under section 15 B o f the new 
R e lie f la w  in  support o f the p re ­
v a ilin g  ra te  o f w ages.”  
Im p o rta n t P ro jec ts  Invo lved

Am ong the construction  p ro ­
jects to be a ffected by an ex­
tension of the s tr ike  w il l  be the 
Queens M id tow n  Tunne l, a 
P .W .A. p ro jec t, and the Queens- 
b ridge Housing Developm ent, 
financed by the U . S. Housing 
A u th o rity .

Asked by repo rte rs  w ha t 
pow er could fo rce  e ithe r A tto r­
ney G eneral M u rp h y  o r  Coi. 
H a rrin g to n  to m ake a s w ift de­
cis ion under section 15 B , M r, 
M u rra y  rep lied  th a t " I t  is up to 
the P res ident o f the U n ited  
S ta tes.”  T h a t both M u rphy  and 
H a rrin g to n  have thus fa r  de- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Baby Buggy Picket 
Irks Relief Official 
—Father Wins Bed

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
CHICAGO — T h a t K a s tile  

baby s im p ly  w ould g row ! Its  
fee t hung over the end o f the 
buggy. I t  d id n ’t  seem to 
rea lize th a t its  paren ts  were 
on R e lie f and cou ldn ’t  buy a 
bed fo r it .  The R e lie f doesn’t  
fu rn ish  baby beds.

B ro th e r K a s tile  took his 
troub les to the Loca l o f the 
I ll in o is  W orkers A lliance  (no 
re la tion  to L asse r’s o u tf it) . 
There he got some advice.

He pu t his baby in  the bug­
gy and wheeled i t  up and 
down in  fro n t o f the re lie f 
s ta tion  w ith  a p laca rd . A 
crow d gathered around. Peo­
ple began to look out of sec­
ond s to ry  w indow s. Just 
then one of the o ff ic ia ls  fro m  
down tow n Chicago a rr ive d  
in  his ca r. He dashed into 
the sta tion.

“ Get th a t m an o ff the 
s tre e t!”  he c ried . “ Take his 
address and s e n d  h im  
hom e! ”

In  a few  days a check fo r 
tw e lve  do lla rs  a rr iv e d  to buy 
the baby bed.

M o ra l: An ounce o f action 
is w o rth  m ore than a pound 
o f posta l cards.
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W. P. A . STRIKE BEGAN IN THE TW IN CITIES

— By B. J. WIDICK —
AKR O N , Ohio—The 55th an­

nual convention of the Ohio 
Federa tion  of Labo r, ju s t con­
cluded. re flec ted  the changing 
trends in the A .F .L . m ovem ent 
in  th is  country.

O f m a jo r im portance  was the 
fa c t th a t the team sters union 
assumed dom ina tion  of the 
Ohio A .F .L . In  C leveland. T o l­
edo. C inc inna ti, A kron, Canton 
and Youngstown, the tru c k  
d rive rs  union a lready had re ­
placed the bu ild ing  trades 
unions as co n tro llin g  fa c to r in  
the cen tra l labor unions. Th is 
was extended to the Ohio Fed­
e ra tion  of Labor.

AU th is  was shown d e fin ite ly  
by the elections. The slate 
d raw n  up by the team ste rs  and 
backed by the m eat-cu tte rs and 
m iscellaneous unions won w ith ­
ou t m uch e ffo rt.

O nly by the grace of the 
team sters were John E . B re id - 
enbach. D ayton R epublican la ­
bor boss, and A lb e rt D alton,
C leveland R epublican “ m an 
w ith in  the labo r m ovem ent”  re ­
elected to the state executive 
board. Both  were ve ry  unpopu­
la r . but th e ir connections w ith  
the G overnor B r ic k e r Repub­
lica n  m achine, the cause of 
th e ir  unpopu la rity , saved them .
The team sters fe lt  they wanted 
an “ ins ide”  to the present state 
a d m in is tra tion .

Greens Role
Resolutions dem anding un ity  

w ith  the C.I.O . w h ich  went so 
fa r  as to openly c r it ic iz e  the 
A .F .L . top leadership were in ­
troduced to the resolutions com ­
m itte e  and backed by a la rge  
section o f the delegates, in c lu d ­
ing  m ost o f the team sters.

F e a rin g  th a t the convention 
w ould ge t out of line  on th is  
prob lem , M ike  Lyden, p resi­
dent of the Ohio Federa tion  of 
Labor, sent fo r  W illia m  Green,
A .F .L . president.

Green gave one o f his typ ica l 
dem agogic speeches w ith  em ­
phasis on the “ no com prom ise " 
a ttitude  tow ards the C.I.O . And 
he brought along a renegade 
fro m  the C .I.O ., H om er M a rtin , 
to  help h im . M a rtin  fo llow ed up 
G reen ’s speech w ith  a red -ba it­
ing  ta lk  in  w h ich , among other 
th ings, he washed a lo t o f d ir ty  
linen  o f the C .I.O.

Despite th is  barrage, the con­
vention  adopted a reso lu tion  
u rg ing  u n ity  w ith  the C .I.O ., a l­
though some o f the teeth were 
taken out of the o r ig in a l resolu­
tions.

I f  th is  represents the conven­
tion  a ttitu d e , p redom inan tly  
composed o f A .F .L . o ffic ia ls , 
one can w e ll im ag ine  w ha t the 
sentim ents o f the rank  and file  
o f the A .F .L . are.

Beal Case
V ery seldom does an A .F .L . 

convention re je c t the unan i­
mous recom m endation o f a key 
com m ittee , such as the resolu- in  September. F o r a ll w orkers 
tions com m ittee . A h ig h lig h t of 
th is  convention was the re ve r­
sal o f the resolutions com m ittee  
on the F red  Bea l case.

A fte r a b r i ll ia n t sho rt speech 
by Sam P o llock o f A kron , s ta te  
secre ta ry  - treasu re r o f the 
butchers union, the convention 
voted to dem and freedom  fo r 
Beal, a lthough the resolutions 
com m ittee  was aga inst it .

So e ffec tive  was the ta lk  of 
the A kron labor leader th a t a 
p rom inen t m em ber o f the res­
o lu tions com m ittee  was over­
heard la te r cong ra tu la ting  P o l­
lock on the v ic to ry .

In c id e n ta lly . M ike  Lyden, the 
state president, tr ie d  to assist 
the resolutions com m ittee  by 
re fus ing  to ca ll the vote against 
the resolutions com m ittee  rec ­
om m endation. Th is f la g ra n t 
t r ic k  was q u ick ly  ca lled to o r­
der by the delegates, and on a 
stand ing vote freedom  fo r  Beal 
was demanded.

Is  i t  necessary to add th a t a 
hand fu l of S ta lin is t delegates 
voted aga inst the Beal freedom  
resolution?

W hy and How I t  Started; W hat 
A ll  Workers Can Learn F rom  I t

{ S p e c ia l  to the  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l )
ST. P A U L —B y O rder o f the 

N a tiona l A d m in is tra tio n :
Wages of bu ild ing  trades 

w orkers sha ll be cu t 54 cents 
or m ore per hour!

Wages of com m on laborers 
sha ll be cu t 9 cents an hour!

N ea rly  a m illio n  w orkers 
sha ll be la id  o ff W .P .A .!
Th is  o rder was the opening 

a ttack on the W .P .A . w orkers.
On Ju ly  5, hundreds of thou­

sands of w orkers throughout 
the country found the new rules 
posted on th e ir bu lle tin  boards. 
They pu t down th e ir tools and 
w alked o ff on s tr ike .

In  the T w in  C ities, M inneap­
o lis and St. Paul, the s tr ik e  be­
gan at the State F a ir  grounds, 
where the sk illed  m echanics re ­
fused to become scabs by w o rk ­
ing below th e ir union scale. 
They understood th a t th is  o rder 
was an a ttem p t to te a r down 
the wage standards th e ir unions 
had gained a fte r h a lf a cen tu ry  
o f s trugg le .

O ther w orkers, not in  the 
bu ild ing  trades, also had th e ir 
scales cut. They g lad ly  and en­
th u s ia s tica lly  jo ined th e ir 
bro thers, know ing th a t only by 
united action could they p ro tect 
w ha t lit t le  they had on the 
W .P.A. The F a ir  Grounds p ro j­
ect was closed tig h t.

Cars o f men cru ised fro m  job 
to job and were greeted w ith  a 
welcome everyw here.

B y evening m ost of the 
W .P .A . w orkers  in  the T w in  
C ities were out on s tr ike .

N ot u n til then did they d is­
cover th a t they were not alone. 
T hey learned th a t w orkers a ll 
over the coun try  had done the 
same as they, and w ere s tr ik ­
ing a s tunn ing b low  in  answer 
to the a ttack  of the na tiona l ad­
m in is tra tio n .

S T R IK E  NOT P LA N N E D  
OR C A LLE D

The nationw ide W .P.A. 
s tr ik e  was not planned in  ad­
vance, o r ca lled by any organ­
ization. I t  s im p ly  broke, like  a 
thundersto rm , a ll over the 
coun try  w ithou t any ca ll.

W hat drove these men fro m  
tn e ir jobs, a ll a t one tim e? Gov­
ernor Stassen blam es i t  on a 
“ lew  leaders” ; th is  is a lie  be­
cause there  w eren ’t  any lead­
ers, the s tr ike  began w ith  the 
action o f the w orkers  on the 
jobs alone. O nly a v ic ious a t­
tack on th e ir  jobs and condi­
tions, only a life  and death 
question could have d riven  
these hundreds of thousands of 
w orkers to q u it w o rk  in  an un­
led, spontaneous w alkout.

W HY TH E  W ORKERS 
W A LK E D  OUT

The w orkers were d riven  o ff 
th e ir jobs because o f the v ic ­
ious a ttack  of the Roosevelt- 
W oodrum  S ta rva tion  La w  on 
th e ir wages and conditions. 
The law  lengthens hours and 
reduces the hou rly  ra tes fo r a ll 
w orkers, cu ttin g  the sk illed  
union m en m ost o f a ll. The b ill 
cuts down the money fo r 
W .P .A ., and th row s n e a rly  a 
m illio n  men back to the bread­
lines. I t  also prom ises the 
W .P.A. w orkers  in  the N orth  
another b ig reduction  in  wages

w ith  18 m onths’ experience i t  
forces a lay -o ff of a t least th ir ­
ty  days, and p robab ly  fo reve r.

The Roosevelt-W oodrum  Law  
is m ore than ju s t a scheme to 
cu t down and get r id  of W .P .A. 
I t  is an opening a ttack  on the 
labor m ovem ent as a whole. 
B y cu ttin g  down wage scales on 
W .P.A. i t  paves the way fo r a 
w age-cutting d rive  in  p riva te  
indus try . The A .F .L . B u ild ing  
T rades Council in  New Y o rk  
C ity , w hich ca lled its  w orkers 
out on s tr ike , saw th is  c le a rly  
when they pointed out th a t one 
of the m ost a trocious features 
of the b ill lay  in  “ tem p ting  p r i ­
vate in dus try  to fo llow  the ex­
am ple of the W orks Progress 
A d m in is tra tio n  in p reventing  
bu ild ing  trades w orkers  fro m  
rece iv ing  a wage ra te  com par­

able w ith  the A m erican  stan­
dard o f l iv in g .”

In  other words, the law  was 
a im ed a t a ll wage standards, 
not ju s t a t W .P.A.

How did the T w in  C ity  unions 
answer th is  th re a t to wages 
and conditions?

The union men on the job  led 
he 'ieh*. I t  was 'he --»rgarized• 

bu ild ing  trades men who s ta r t­
ed the w a lkou t, in  the T w in  
C ities and a ll over the country.

S TR IK E  MOST E F F E C T IV E  
IN  M IN N E A P O L IS

In  M inneapolis the A .F .L . 
B u ild in g  Trades Council not on­
ly  supported the s tr ike  of its  
own m em bers, bu t ca lled fo r 
jo in t action w ith  the unskilled  
w orkers. The Jo in t A ction Com­
m ittee  constitu ted by unions 
and unem ployed organizations 
took the lead and gave d ire c ­
tion  and support to the s tr ike . 
E ve ry  p ro je c t was closed tig h t. 
Th is power o f the labor m ove­
m ent in  cooperation w ith  the 
unem ployed was so g rea t th a t 
the na tiona l ad m in is tra tio n  had 
to s it up and take notice, and 
close the pro jects.

Because of th is  united power 
the W .P .A . s tr ike  was m ore e f­
fec tive  in  M inneapolis than in 
any other c ity  in  the country.

In  St. Paul also the W .P.A. 
w orkers closed down the p ro j­
ects. They expected leadership 
fro m  the trade  union m ove­
m ent and asked fo r  it .  The 
bu ild ing  trades usua lly  fe a r 
th a t the unem ployed w il l  take 
th e ir jobs a t less than union 
wages, and thus help d rive  
down wage standards. In  th is  
case the unsk illed  w orkers 
wanted to help bu ild ing  trades 
m echanics p ro tec t th e ir wage 
scales.

The St. Pau l B u ild in g  Trades 
Council endorsed the w a lkou t of 
the union men and placed ban­
ners on W .P.A. p ro jects . The 
Trades and Labo r Assem bly 
protested the wage cu t, ca lled 
i t  an assault on labor standards 
established over the past f i f t y  
years and ca lled fo r resto ra tion  
of the wage scale on W .P.A. 
The State Federa tion  of Labo r 
took a s im ila r  stand. B u t the 
leaders of the trade  union 
m ovem ent in  St. Pau l d id not 
organize cooperation w ith  the 
unem ployed to res is t th is  as­
sau lt on a ll w orkers. As a re ­
su lt, a lthough the bu ild ing  
trades men stayed out, m ore 
and m ore o f the unsk illed  w o rk ­
ers w ent back to the jobs.

S TA LIN IS T  SABOTAGE 
IN  D U LU TH

In  D u lu th  the only unem ­
ployed organ iza tion  was the 
W orkers A lliance  w h ich  had 
com plete con tro l of the s tr ike  
a fte r i t  began spontaneously. 
The A lliance  d id  no t push the 
f ig h t or t r y  to w ork  w ith  the 
trade union m ovem ent. I t  used 
the s tr ike  only fo r p ra is ing  
Roosevelt and passing Roose­
v e lt- th ird -te rm  resolutions. The 
bu ild ing  trades m echanics are 
s t i l l  o ff the jobs, but the un­
sk illed  w orkers, having  no m il­
ita n t leadership, soon called 
th e ir s tr ike  o ff.

In  the ea rly  days of the s tr ike  
the na tiona l leaders of o rgan­
ized labor w ent along w ith  the 
wishes o f the w orkers. W illia m  
Green of the A .F .L . said he 
would support the move to p re ­
ven t low ering  o f wages. John 
L . Lew is of the C.I.O. express­
ed his support o f the w a lkout. 
These statem ents, in  tu rn , gave 
new d rive  and courage to the 
fig h te rs  on the p icke t line fo r 
a tim e . B u t the leaders d id not 
show the w ay fo r organized ac­
tion. They were not ready fo r a 
de term ined fig h t. They had too 
m any ties w ith  the po litic ians  
of the na tiona l a d m in is tra tion .

The same po litic ians  are the 
ones responsible fo r the Roose­
velt-W oodrum  law.

The Appeal In Action

Workers' Control
The convention a lm ost passed 

» reso lu tion w h ich  called fo r 
labor to p repare  its e lf fo r con­
tro l of a ll p roduction. I t  was in ­
troduced by a C leveland dele­
gate who said he ’d been th in k ­
ing  th ings over and fe lt  th a t a 
rea l c ris is  was com ing and la ­
bor w ould have to take power.

Thom as D one lly , state fede r­
a tion  secre ta ry  - treasu re r, 
rushed to the m icrophone when 
he saw  th a t no opposition was

being voiced to the resolution.
He p icked up the key clauses 

in  the reso lu tion  and pointed 
out th a t i t  ca lled  fo r a revo lu ­
tion  and w orkers  contro l of 
p roduction . " I t ’s pure com m un­
is m ,"  he excla im ed. Th is  cha­
grined the convention and the 
delegates who signed the reso­
lu tion .

They were amazed a t the po­
lit ic a l im p lica tio n s  o f the res­
o lu tion. The delegate who had 
w ritte n  up the reso lu tion  votes 
D em ocra t, and is  one. He was 
puzzled by the s itua tion  and re ­
sented being ca lled  a revo lu ­
tiona ry . W hat we thought was 
im p o rta n t was th is  trend  o f 
thought unconsciously creep ing  
in to  the labor m ovem ent, even 
the A .F .L . section o f It.

WHO WAS R ESPO N SIBLE  
FOR TH IS  LAW ?

W oodrum  was the cha irm an  
of the sub-com m ittee in  charge 
of th is  leg is la tion . He was the 
o ff ic ia l spokesman o f Roose­
v e lt ’s New Deal o rgan iza tion  in 
Congress.

Roosevelt h im se lf on A p r il 27 
p u b lic ly  proposed the cu t in  the 
W .P.A. app rop ria tion  tha t 
throw s a m illio n  men out of 
w ork.

Colonel F . C. H a rrin g to n , re ­
cen tly  appointed a d m in is tra to r 
by Roosevelt, was the m an who 
proposed the w age-cu tting  p ro ­
vis ion  re q u irin g  130 hours of 
w o rk  per m onth.

New D ealers and reac tion ­
aries united to push the b ill 
th rough  Congress In a h u rry . I t  
passed by a vote o f 372 to 21. 
Th is la rge  vote could be pos­
sib le  on ly  in  one w ay — the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  lined 
up the  congressm en to  ge t a b ig

vote and qu ick action.
Roosevelt was behind th is  b ill 

fro m  the ve ry  beginning. He 
rem ained s ile n t when the s tr ike  
broke. He was smoked out 
when the w orkers pu t on the 
pressure and he d e fin ite ly  lined 
up against labor, f i r s t  by sup­
po rting  M urphy and H a rrin g to n  
in  th e ir e ffo rts  to break the 
s tr ike , then by s ta ting  th a t he 
was in  fa vo r o f abo lish ing the 
p re va ilin g  wage ru le , and f in a l­
ly by lash ing out openly against 
the s tr ike  in  his now-fam ous 
s tr ike b re a k in g  speech, “ You 
cannot s tr ike  aga inst the gov­
e rn m e n t.”

As the M innesota U nion A d ­
vocate, the newspaper of the 
St. Pau l A .F .L . unions, said on 
Ju ly  13, 1939: “ Now Labor
knows it  has suffered another 
p o lit ic a l doublecross; th a t the 
P resident is d e fin ite ly  aligned 
against L a b o r; th a t i t  was his 
w ish and his w il l  th a t prom pted 
Congress to com ple te ly  reverse 
t)ie a d m in is tra tio n ’s Labo r pol­
ic y —and th a t fro m  now on L a ­
bor can look fo r few  crum bs 
under the tab le  of the New 
Deal.

“ He (Roosevelt) undoubtedly 
feels th a t Labo r is sewed in  a 
p o lit ica l sack and sa fe ly in  cold 
storage fo r 1940. Now he m ust 
m ake overtu res to those who 
exp lo it La b o r—and the 'secur­
ity  w age’ is the b a it th a t w il l  
best serve his purpose.”  

E xa c tly . The bosses of A m e r­
ican indus try , and Roosevelt 
and the rest o f the New Deal 
boss po litic ians , believe th a t 
they have noth ing to fe a r fro m  
the w orkers. T h e ir o rgan iza ­
tions and leaders have been 
sewed up in  old p a rty  po litics , 
so i f  the w orkers  w an t to p ro ­
test aga inst the New Deal they 
have no w ay of doing it .  They 
can on ly vote fo r  the Repub­
licans, who are ju s t as hostile 
to Labo r as the D em ocrats. 
They had no Labo r P a rty  to 
vote fo r.

In  M innesota the R epublican 
Stassen m achine is a ttack ing  
labor w ith  every weapeto in  its  
power. G overnor Stassen has 
v ic ious ly  denounced the M inne­
apolis labor m ovem ent and is 
acting  as A tto rn e y  General 
M u rp h y ’s stool pigeon. He in ­
v ited  labor leaders to his o f­
fice , supposedly to discuss set­
tle m e n t of the s tr ike , and then 
tu rned over his notes of these 
discussions to the G-Men to be 
brought in to  the G rand J u ry ! 
He is ca llin g  fo r the fra m in g  of 
the m ili ta n t leaders o f M inne­
apolis labor. The R epublican 
M ayors, F a llo n  and Leach, 
fough t the s tr ike , threatened to 
w ithho ld  re lie f, and used the 
police to slug, shoot and k i l l  
s tr ike rs .

The W orkers A lliance , led by 
the C om m unist P a rty  New 
Dealers, d id  not w an t to em ­
barrass the New Deal. They 
poured cold w a te r on the s tr ike  
and broke i t  where they could, 
as in  D u lu th . Lasser, the head 
o f the A lliance , came to M inne­
apolis, the center o f action, and 
p u b lic ly  announced th a t the 
s tr ike  should be ca lled o ff. This 
was done de libe ra te ly  to th row  
confusion in to  the ranks of the 
w orkers. The A lliance  tr ie d  to 
make the s tr ike  a dem onstra­
tion fo r labo r's  enemy, the New 
Dea. I t  tr ie d  to pass th ird  te rm  
resolutions at s tr ik e  meetings 
at the ve ry  tim e  when Roose­
v e lt was p u b lic ly  denouncing 
the s tr ike . By doing th is  they 
were ac tua lly  breaking  the 
s tr ike .

The s tr ike  has shown th a t the 
A m erican  w orkers were w illin g  
and anxious to f ig h t aga inst 
th is  a ttack ; bu t because they 
did not have organ iza tion  and 
leadership th roughou t the coun­
try  they could not keep up the 
fig h t. Had the trade  union 
m ovem ent th roughout the coun­
tr y  been prepared, as i t  was in 
M inneapolis, the s tr ike  could 
have been won. As i t  was, 
M inneapolis was isolated and 
had to ca ll p f f  its  s tr ike  o f un­
sk illed  w orkers. The organized 
bu ild ing  trades men are s t i l l  re ­
fus ing  to w ork at less than the 
union scale.

The M inneapolis labor m ove­
m ent was able to fo rce  the gov­
e rnm enta l o ffic ia ls  in to negoti­
ations, and won the concession 
tha t w orkers fire d  under the 5 
day ru le  be given preference in  
re -h iring .

The a ttack  of the N ew Deal is 
ju s t beginning. B ig  business 
and its  governm ent are m aking  
a d rive  aga inst a ll organized 
labor. Labo r m ust p repare  i t ­
se lf fo r  the f ig h t; i t  m ust 
strengthen its  unions and bu ild  
its  own p o lit ic a l p a r ty ; i t  m ust 
stop tru s tin g  its  enemies. Only 
the independent power o f the 
w orkers  can carry on la b o r's  
ba ttle .

A P P E A L  QUOTAS SET FOR 
C AM PA IG N

The W ar R eferendum  Cam ­
paign of the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  is now under way.

Inc luded in th is  cam paign is 
the a im  of ra is ing  the Appeal 
c ircu la tio n  by 1,000 per issue— 
400 new subscrip tions and 600 
increase in bundle o rde r c irc u ­
la tion.

Both these quotas are modest 
indeed and have been ca re fu lly  
assigned and d iv ided up among 
the various branches of the 
country.

We recom m end the appo in t­
m en t of special Appeal quota 
com m ittees w h ich  w il l  have 
charge of ge tting  these new 
subscriptions.

A ll com rades m ust a c tive ly  
p a rtic ip a te  in  th is  w ork. I t  can 
on ly be accom plished by v is it ­
ing friends, ex-subscribers etc. 
fo r the purpose o f ge tting  sub­
scrip tions. Bundle orders can 
on ly be sold by se lling  m ore 
papers. I f  you sell in  the streets 
only once each week now you 
m ust se ll tw ice  each week.

T H E  BRANCHES A T  WORK
“ The Appeal has im proved 

trem endously. The W. P. A. 
issues were c ra c k e r ja c k s !”  
K a r l Shier, Chicago sum m er 
lite ra tu re  agent.

“ The d is tr ib u tio n  a t the

An Appeal Salesman in the m ids t of the W .P.A. dem onstra tion
a t Akron.

BUILDING SLUMP 
CHARGED TO 
BIG BANKERS

MINNEAPOLIS 
DRIVERS WIN 
WAGE DISPUTE

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
th a t the bu ild ing  w orkers ac­
cept low er wages and a speed­
up; “ a g rea te r annual incom e, 
based on hav ing  m ore w ork  to 
do d u ring  the year, w ithou t 
need to s tre tch  the hours of 
w ork  and the ra te  o f pay on 
each p a rtic u la r jo b ,"  were A rn ­
o ld ’s words.

D r. K reps, of the T em p o ra ry  
N a tiona l Econom ic C om m it­
tee ’s consulting s ta ff, la id  down 
the proposition th a t the m onth­
ly  c a rry in g  charge is the re a lly  
im p o rta n t item , in  tes tim ony 
subsequent to th a t o f A rno ld .

He was followed by R obert 
D avison, the P ierce Founda­
tion  d ire c to r of housing re ­
search, who estim ated th a t a 
20 percent cu t in  m a te ria l costs 
would knock o ff 9.33 percent o ff 
m on th ly  fixed  charges, and 20 
percent o ff in te re s t and am or­
tiza tion  costs w ould cu t m onth­
ly  fixed  charges by 16.69 pe r­
cent—bu t th a t a like  cu t in  la ­
bor costs would sub trac t on ly 
4.67 percent!

A rno ld  Covers up Banks
In  other words, as between 

equal cuts in  labor costs and 
o ther costs, a cu t in  financ ing  
costs would have fou r tim es as 
m uch e ffect, and a cu t in  m a­
te ria ls  would have m ore than 
tw ice  the e ffect. The testim ony 
did not touch on the equally im ­
po rtan t e ffec t to be derived 
from  cu tting  the a r t if ic ia lly -  
h igh cost of bu ild ing  sites.

P rec ise ly  these m a jo r fac to rs  
were le ft out by A rno ld , who 
stated th a t “ c re d it fa c il it ie s ”  
and “ land va lues" are “ not 
w ith in  the scope of th is  re p o r t."

In  p la in  E ng lish : the banks, 
w hich contro l c re d it fa c ilit ie s , 
the construction companies 
(through in te rlo ck in g  d ire c to r­
ates) and the bu ild ing  sites 
(th rough m ortgages) — contro l 
every m a jo r fa c to r w hich p a r­
alyzes the in d u s try—and are ab­
solved by A rno ld , who centers 
his f ire  on union wages.

W hat has happened is tha t 
the w age-cutting d rive  against 
the bu ild ing  trades unions p rev ­
iously launched by the banks, 
has now been taken up by the 
Roosevelt governm ent.

w a te rfro n t is going on re g u la r­
ly . We catch the longshoremen 
tw ice  a week when they go 
down to the d ispatchers a t 6:30 
in  the m orn ing . Since dozens 
of them  p ile  in to  busses to 
tra v e l a h a lf hour to w ork  we 
fig u re  they have tim e  to read 
and ta lk  about the paper. This 
week I  in tend to take  down the 
anti-C oughlin  pam ph le t the day 
a fte r I  peddle the pape rs .”  E l 
Booth, San F ranc isco  Appeal 
agent.

H e re ’s a lis t  o f new subs ob­
ta ined d u ring  the past week. A 
good beginn ing in  ge tting  under 
w ay fo r our goal o f 400 new 
readers by Septem ber 15.
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y .................. 14
M inneapolis ...............................  8
Chicago .......................................  7
C a lifo rn ia  .................................  4
F o re ign  .......................................  3
D e tro it .........................................  2
M ontana .....................................  2
Nevada .......................................  1
W yom ing ...................................  l
Ohio .............................................  1
Tennessee .................................  l
C onnecticut .............................  1
N ew ark .....................................  1

T o ta l ........ 46
*  *  *

C leveland has doubled its  old 
bundle order and now takes 100 
copies of each issue o f the 
Appeal.

' Labor Government Needed' 
W .P.A . Pickets Tell Reporter

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the Stassen com m ission rec­
omm ended and w hat the union 
won th rough its  independent 
negotiations w ith  the em ployers 
am ounts to $2.55 a week per 
m an, or $265.20 fo r the tw o-year 
period.

The Stassen com m ission had 
recom mended th a t the union 
fo rge t about the wage cu t 
some of its  m em bers had re ­
ceived.

Instead, the union won back 
pay fo r its  m em bers fro m  
June 1.

P a id  Vacations
The Stassen com m ission had 

recom m ended th a t the union 
go back w ithou t pa id  vacations. 
Instead, the union won a w eek ’s 
vacation  w ith  pay in  advance 
fo r every w o rke r w ith  tw o 
y e a r’s sen io rity .

W arehousemen get $28.80 a 
week under the con trac t. D r iv ­
e rs ’ wages are in  h igher 
brackets.

A Valuable  Lesson
C om m enting e d ito r ia lly  on 

th is  v ic to ry , the N orthw est O r­
ganizer. organ o f the M inneap­
olis Team sters Jo in t Council, 
Ju ly  20. declares:

“ The va luable  lesson to lea rn  
fro m  th is  experience is th a t a 
strong progressive union can 
ALW AYS get a be tte r deal 
when i t  depends on ly upon its  
own streng th , than i t  could i f  
i t  accepted the recom m enda­
tion  of any com m ission ap­
pointed by a governor o r any 
other boss-m inded in d iv id u a l. 
Such a com m ission w il l  A L ­
W AYS bat aga inst the w o rk ­
e rs ."

Allentown Workers 
Fight Layoff

(Continued from  Page 1)
In  a r in g in g  speech H eckm an 
appealed to the w orkers assem­
bled to jo in  w ith  h im  in  b u ild ­
ing the U nem ployed and P ro j­
ect W orkers U nion to w ard  o ff 
the s ta rva tion  and m ise ry  
w hich the so-called New Deal 
is “ p lann ing ”  fo r the w orkers 
w ith  its  recent action of re lie f 
and W .P.A.

Scores of w orkers signed ap­
p lica tion  cards r ig h t then and 
there. D iscussions continued 
fa r  in to  the n igh t, long a fte r 
the m eeting had been ad­
journed.
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By N E IL  W H IT E
On the p icke t line , N o rth  

Beach A irp o rt—"T h e  b r ic k la y ­
ers union w on ’t  w o rk  fo r no­
body under the p re va ilin g  
wage, no t even the U . S. G ov­
e rnm en t” , rep lied  H a rry  M il­
le r, who is a m em ber o f B r ic k ­
layers U nion. Loca l 41, and 
who lives a t 3255 S te inway St., 
A sto ria , in  response to th is  re ­
p o rte r ’s question as to w ha t he 
thought about the “ you can ’t 
s tr ike  against the gove rnm en t”  
ed ic t of P resident Roosevelt.

“ I t ’s not so m uch W .P .A .,"  
he continued, “ w e ’re s tr ik in g  to 
keep p re va ilin g  wages up a ll 
over. W e’re a fra id  o f , troub le  
w ith  the p riva te  bosses i f  we 
lose th is  s tr ike . The boss in  p r i ­
vate in d u s try  w il l  cu t wages i f  
the W .P .A . does."

F o r Labo r G overnm ent
“ W hat do you th in k  of the 

idea of a labor gove rnm en t,”  
th is  re p o rte r asked, “ seeing 
th a t Hoover gave the w orkers 
ne ithe r Jobs nor re lie f and the 
l it t le  Roosevelt gave he ’s ta k ­
ing aw ay?”

“ W ell I  don ’t  kn o w ". M ille r  
answered, “ th is  whole th ing  
cam e as a su rp rise  to me. The 
governm ent was p ra tty  good up 
to now, bu t i f  th is  governm ent 
is lined up aga inst the unions— 
you can quote me in  fa v o r o f a 
labor gove rnm en t” .

“ I  agree w ith  h im ” , ch im ed 
in J. W. B a iley , 229 W ebster 
Ave., B rook lyn , who is also a 
m em ber o f Loca l 41.

“ M en in  congress who are 
supposed to represent us have 
lost touch w ith  us. M en who 
have never been hungry have 
no sym pa thy  w ith  those who 
have. The representatives in  
congress fo rg e t who pu t them  
there. In  a choice between Cap­

ita l and Labor, they a lw ays 
choose C ap ita l. I  agree w ith  
M ille r , union w orkers w ould be 
be tte r o ff w ith  th e ir  own p a r­
t y ” .

“ A ny m an who considers 
h im se lf a m echanic w il l  not 
w o rk  fo r  seventy-one cents an 
hour",, said Charles F e rra r i,  
A .FJL. m echanic, in  response 
to m y  question as to w ha t he 
though t about the s tr ike .

"H o w  m uch were you m aking  
before the s tr ik e ? ”

“ Two do lla rs  an h o u r” , he 
rep lied .

“ Do you th ink  th a t Roosevelt 
is ju s tifie d  when he says th a t 
you can ’t s tr ike  aga inst the 
gove rnm en t? ”

“ No, I  don’t  th in k  he ’s ju s t i­
f ie d ” , F e r ra r i rep lied .

B y  th is  tim e  some fifte e n  
p ickets had gathered around 
th is  w r ite r .

T hey ’re G etting  Wise
One of them , who gave his 

nam e as V ic to r Sedacca, 
popped up, " I  s t i l l  don ’t  th in k  
i t ’s R oosevelt’s fa u lt ” , he said. 
“ Roosevelt is try in g  his h a rd ­
est, I  s t i l l  th in k  he ’s a ll r ig h t.”

“ L is ten  to h im ” , said M ille r , 
“ Roosevelt signed the b ill;  
Roosevelt agrees w ith  the cu t 
— two and two are fo u r—but he 
says i t ’s f iv e ! "

“ Yes, he signed the b i l l ” , 
sa id one w o rke r.

“ You can ’t  tru s t Roosevelt 
anym ore ” , said another.

“ Roosevelt w il l  never get the 
b r ic k la y e rs ’ vote aga in ” , said 
M ille r ,  “ you have to choose a 
labor cand ida te ; th a t’s a ll 
th a t ’s le ft  to u s .”
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Gold Is Where You Find It
An average of f i f t y  people w rite  in  every 

day of the year to the D epartm ent of the In ­
te r io r asking about the chances fo r se ttling  
down in  the M antanuska colony in  A laska. A 
loti o f people- also w rite  in  asking where they 
can ge t a d iv in ing -rod  to locate buried 
treasure . Both these requests are in  the same 
class, as fa r  as the D epartm ent of the In te r io r 
is  concerned. I t  has to w rite  back th a t d iv in ­
ing-rods don’t  w ork, and th a t the ca p ita lis t 
system  doesn’t  e ith e r—or, a t least, th a t there 
a re n 't any jobs in A laska, o r anywhere else.

Boss Bites Business Manager
In  the  Ju ly  5 issue of The G uild  R eporte r, 

m outhpiece of the A m erican  Newspaper G u ild , 
there is a lit t le  ta le  of poetic jus tice  th a t 
seems w orth  re p r in tin g  here:

D E N V E R —R e trib u tio n  has caught up w ith  
C. A. Moore, business m anager of the Denver 
R ocky M ounta in  News, and a Scripps-How ard 
executive fo r 19 years, who knows how to dish 
i t  out but can ’t  take  it.

Some months ago, Moore, deep in  the se cu ri­
ty  of a w e ll-pay ing  job. forced a sub-standard 
b u lle tin  board agreem ent upon the Denver 
G uild . The agreem ent, w hich was e n tire ly  
u n ila te ra l, covered com m erc ia l departm ent 
employes. He refused to even discuss a con­
tra c t w h ich  the G u ild  sought as a supplem ent 
to ar. exc iting  e d ito r ia l agreem ent. He cha l­
lenged the G u ild ’s r ig h t to represent em ­
ployes. "L o y a lty ”  pledges, sem i-secret and 
open an ti-G u ild  propaganda appeared among 
em ployes. B u t an N LR B  election gave the 
G u ild  an ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity , and ba r­
ga in ing  s ta rted .

Moore sta lled  fo r  m onths. F in a lly , under 
pressure, he posted the sub-standard agree­
m ent. I t  included a m a x im u m  o f 10 w eeks’ 
d ism issa l indem n ity  fo r 10 or m ore years ' o f 
service.

Several weeks ago Moore was fire d . The 
next day he came around and demanded d is ­
m issa l indem n ity . He was handed a check fo r 
10 weeks’ pay.

“ I  have been w ith  Scripps-H ow ard a lm ost 
20 yea rs ,”  he protested. ” 1 should ge t a ha lf- 
ye a r’« s a la ry .”

“ N oth ing  do ing .”  be was told. “ The bu lle tin  
board agreem ent ca lls  fo r 10 weeks’ pay as a 
m ax im um . The agreem ent was your ba b y .”

Judge Manton Again

P rice  M a rtin  M anton w h ich  seemed to have 
been overlooked by both Dewey and the press: 
the Judge ’s last-m inu te  in te rje c tio n  of h im se lf 
in to  a case invo lv ing  the Associated Gas & 
E le c tr ic  Co. I  now see by the papers th a t a 
$12,000 check made out by A .G .E . payable to 
M anton has tu rned up in  the hearings on 
A .G .E . now tak ing  place before the Securities 
& Exchange Commission.

The I.A.M.S.S.P.R.S.T.M.S.H.T.H.
"A  qu ick  check ind icates th a t any m an who 

belongs to the In te rn a tio n a l Association of 
M arb le  Slate & Stone Polishers Rubbers & 
Sawyers T ile  & M arb le  Setters H elpers & 
Terrazo H elpers can sa fe ly bet any other 
un ion is t th a t the IAM SSPRSTM SHTH  has the 
longest name of any in te rn a tio n a l union in  
A m e ric a .” —The In d u s tr ia l W orker, M ay 13, 
1939.

The Cream of the Jest
The New D e a l’s a ttack  on the “ economic 

ro y a lis ts ” —rem em ber when F . D. R. used 
to ta lk  in  such te rm s?—has never been m ore 
than a bad joke. And the other day the ro y a l­
ists sk im m ed some ve ry  r ic h  cream  o ff th is 
p a rtic u la r jest.

When i t  was d iscovered, in  1933, th a t J. P. 
M organ and his partners  had pa id  no income 
taxes in  1931 and 1932, the New D eal made 
the nation r in g  w ith  dem agogic outcries. W ith  
m uch pomp and c ircum stance, F . D. R. push­
ed through Congress a b ill m aking  i t  im possi­
ble to deduct cap ita  losses in  fig u r in g  income 
ta x —the p a rtic u la r loophole Messers. M organ 
& Co. had c raw led  through. W ith  equa lly  loud 
lam entations, M organ & Co. paid up sums in 
back taxes.

They paid, bu t they also appealed. And a 
week or so ago, w ithou t any pomp and c ir ­
cum stance or pub lic ' up roar whatsoever, b u r­
ied deep in  a rou tine  press release fro m  the 
T reasu ry  D epartm ent, the fo llo w in g  ta x  re ­
funds fo r 1931 and 1932 were announced:

J. P . M O RG AN  ...................... $338,774.25
Thom as W. L a m o n t .................. 138,783.45
R. C. L e ffip g w e ll .............   80,254.53
Junius S. M organ .....................  45,231.73
George W hitney .......................  44,587.25

B u t the re a lly  r ich  cream  o f the jest—heavy, 
G rade A, 80 cents a q u a rt—is th a t these gen­
tlem en w il l  ge t no t on ly  th e ir m oney back 
bu t also in te re s t on i t  a t 6%, w h ich  is a Jot 
m ore than they could have hoped fo r in  any 
reasonably safe inves tm en t these days.

In  th is  co lum n severa l months ago I  pointed 
out one episode in  the career of Justice-at-a-

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T  O F  T H E  P A S T
By EMANUEL GARRETT

JOE H IL L
(Executed Nov. 19, 1915)

Joe H il l  w asn 't the so rt o f m an who le ft 
m uch of a record o f his l ife —w ha t he had done 
th is  year, where he had gone the next. A ll  he 
le ft was a m onum ent of song known and sung 
by every w o rk e r-m ilita n t. T h a t and the m em ­
o ry  of a courageous w ork ing-c lass fig h te r who 
stood his ground up to the v e ry  la s t m om ent. 
W hat is known of Joe H i l l ’s life , John Dos 
Passos has pu t down in  the m a g n ifice n t p o r­
t r a it  we re p r in t h e re :*

*  *  *

A young Swede nam ed H ils tro m  w ent to sea. 
go t h im se lf calloused hands on sa iling  ships 
and tram ps , learned E ng lish  in  the focastle 
of the steam ers th a t m ake the run  fro m  
S tockholm  to H u ll, dream ed the Swede’s 
d ream  of the west;

when he got to A m erica  they gave h im  a 
job  po lish ing cuspidors in  a Bow ery saloon.

He m oved west to Chicago and w orked in  a 
machineshop.

He moved west and fo llow ed the harvest, 
hung around the em p loym ent agencies, paid 
ou t m any a d o lla r fo r  a job in  a construction 
cam p, w alked out m any a m ile  when the grub 
was too bum . or the boss too tough, o r too 
m any bugs in  the bunkhouse;

read M a rx  and the I .  W. W. P ream ble and 
dream ed about fo rm in g  the s truc tu re  o f the 
new society w ith in  the shell o f the old.

He was in  C a lifo rn ia  fo r  the S. P. s tr ike  
(Casey Jones, tw o locom otives, Casey Jones), 
used to p lay  the concertina  outside the bunk- 
house door, a fte r supper, evenings (Long­
ha ired  peachers come out every n ig h t) , had a 
knack fo r se tting  rebe l words to tunes (And 
the union m akes us s tro n g ).

A long the coast in  cookshacks flophouses 
jung les wobblies hoboes b ind les tiffs  began 
sing ing  Joe H i l l ’s songs. They sang ’em  in 
the county ja ils  of the States of W ashington, 
Oregon, C a lifo rn ia , Nevada, Idaho, in  the bu ll- 
pens in  M ontana and A rizona, sang ’em  in 
W alla  Walla-,-San Quentin and Leavenw orth , 
fo rm in g  the s tru c tu re  of the new society 
w ith in  the ja ils  of the old.

A t B ingham , U tah , Joe H il l  organized the 
w orkers  of the U tah C onstruction Com pany in 
the One B ig  Union, won a new wagescale, 
sho rte r hours, be tte r g rub . (The angel M oron i 
d id n ’t  like  labororgan izers any be tte r than the 
Southern P a c ific  d id .)

The angel M oron i m oved the hearts o f the 
M orm ons to decide i t  was Joe shot a 
g rocer named M orrison . The Swedish consul 
and P res ident W ilson tr ie d  to get h im  a new 
t r ia l  bu t the angel M oron i moved the hearts 
of the spprerae co u rt o f the State of U tah to 
susta in  the v e rd ic t o f g u ilty . He was in  ja i l  
a year, w ent on m ak ing  up songs. In  N ovem ­
ber 1915 he was stood HP against the w a ll in  
the Jail ya rd  in  S a lt Lake C ity .

“ D on’t  m ourn  fo r  m e, o rgan ize ,”  was the 
la s t w ord  be sent ou t to the w o rk in g s tiffs  o f

•FroTn 1JW by John Dos Passo», pp. 421-438.

the I .  W. W. Joe H il l  stood up against the 
w a ll o f the ja i l  ya rd , looked in to  the muzzles of 
the guns and gave the w ord to fire .

They p u t h im  in  a b lack su it, p u t a s t if f  co l­
la r around his neck and a bow tie , shipped h im  
to Chicago fo r  a hangup fune ra l, and photo­
graphed his handsome stony m ask s ta rin g  in to  
the fu tu re .

The f i r s t  day o f M ay they sca tte red  his 
ashes to the w ind.

THE NEW  WAR
“ The same causes. Inseparable fro m  m od­

ern ca p ita lism , w hich brough t about the ISBt 
im p e ria lis t w a r have now reached in fin ite ly  
g rea te r tension than in  the m idd le  o f 1914. The 
fe a r of the consequences of a new  w a r 1$ the 
on ly fa c to r w h ich  fe tte rs  the w il l  o f Im p e ria l­
ism . B u t the e ffica cy  o f th is  brake is lim ite d . 
The stress o f inne r contrad ic tions pushes one 
coun try  a fte r another on the road to fasc ism  
w hich, in  its  tu rn , cannot m a in ta in  pow er ex­
cept by p repa ring  in te rn a tio n a l explosions. A ll 
governm ents fe a r w a r. B u t none o f the gov­
ernm ents has any freedom  of choice. W ithout 
a p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  a new w orld  w a r is  
in e v ita b le .”  (from  W ar and the F o a rth  In te r ­
na tiona l)

"N A T IO N A L  DEFENSE"
“ A ‘so c ia lis t’ who preaches na tiona l defense 

is a pe tty  bourgeois reac tiona ry  at the service 
o f decaying ca p ita lism . N ot to bind Itse lf to 
the na tiona l state in  tim e  o f w a r, to  fo llo w  not 
the w a r m ap bu t the m ap of the class s trugg le , 
is  possible on ly  fo r the p a rty  w hich has a l­
ready declared irre conc ilab le  w a r on the na­
tiona l state in  tim e  o f peace. O n ly by rea liz ing  
fu l ly  the o b je c tive ly  re a c tio n a ry  ro le of the 
im p e ria lis t state, can the p ro le ta r ia n  van­
guard  become Invu lnerab le  to a ll types o f so­
c ia l p a tr io tism . Th is means th a t a re a l break 
w ith  the Ideology and po licy  o f ‘na tiona l de­
fense’ is possible on ly fro m  the standpo in t o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta ria n  re vo lu tio n .”  
(from  W ar and the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l)

The Defense of Democracy
“ The sham o f na tiona l defense is covered up 

w herever possible by the add itiona l sham  o f 
the defense of dem ocracy. I f  even now, in  the 
im p e ria lis t epoch, M a rx is ts  do not id e n tify  de­
m ocracy and fasc ism  and are ready a t any 
m om ent to repel fa sc ism ’s encroachm ent upon 
dem ocracy, m ust not the p ro le ta r ia t in  case of 
w a r support the dem ocra tic  governm ents 
aga inst the fasc is t governm ents?

“ F la g ra n t sophism ! We defend dem ocracy 
against fasc ism  by means o f the organizations 
and methods of the p ro le ta r ia t. C on tra ry  to 
social dem ocracy, we do n o t en trus t th is  de­
fense to the boyrgeoig s ta te  ( ‘S taat, g re if xu l ’) .  
And i f  we rem a in  in  irre co n c ila b le  opposition 
to the m ost ‘d e m o cra tic ’ governm ent in  tim e  
of peace, how  can we take upon pyrselye« eygn 
a shadow of re spons ib ility  fo r  i t  in  tim e of w a r  
when a ll tile  infam ies and crim es of cap ita l­
ism  take on a m ost b ru ta l and bjpody fo rm ?”  
(From  W ar and the F earih  In ternational)

Up e a rly  and had hea rty  b reak fas t in  bed. Turned  a ttention 
to f ir in g  W .P .A. w orkers. Hate to do th is bu t th in k  the m illio n  
to be le t out ought to be absorbed by p riva te  indus try . M ust 
get cap ita l and labor together. Signed add itiona l a rm y  and

navy appropria tions b ill. W ar 
s itua tion  ge tting  serious. M ust 
keep W ar R eferendum  out of 
Congress—the people are be­
hind us w ithou t such non­
sense.

Had in te res ting  cha t w ith  
Tom  L a m on t over luncheon. 
C an’t  see eye to eye w ith  the 
Tories on the G ia n ts ’ chances 
of w inn ing  the pennant.

Saw W oodrum  a fte r lunch 
and discussed progress o f W .P .A. fir in g s . Seems th e re ’s troub le  
about m y insistence on ending the p re va ilin g  wage. M inneapolis 
bad place. Received le tte r fro m  crank asking us to ra ise re lie f 
allowances so he can buy m ilk  fo r his ch ild ren . Turned i t  over 
to F .B .I. Two m ore spies buy ing  maps of U . S. in  drugstore 
seized by F .B .I. Took cold shower and plunge in  W hite House 
pool. K ep t th in k in g  of W .P .A . p rob lem  a ll du ring  sw im . V e ry  
hearten ing  to see W orkers A lliance  try in g  to b ring  ca p ita l and 
labor together. G ot ou t in  tim e  fo r hea rty  d inner. S tuffed squab 
exce llen t—m ust have cook prepare i t  m ore often.

Spent evening w ith  fr iends , E leanor recounting  s t ir r in g  tr ip  
to coal m ines. Conversation d rifte d  to W .P .A. s tr ikes . Had 
m id n ig h t snack.

Trotsky Answers Moralist 
Critics of Marxism 
In "N ew  International"

Leon T ro tsky  supplem enting 
his now fam ous a rtic le , “ T he ir 
M ora ls  and O urs ,”  w ith  a c r i ­
tique of the c r it ic s , “ The M o r­
a lis ts  and the Sycophants 
A ga inst M a rx is m ,”  and an ex­
haustive rev iew  of the s ig n if i­
cance of the recent N ationa l 
Convention of the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  are among the 
im p o rta n t fea tures o f the Aug- 

| ust issue o f the New In te rna - 
1 tiona l. w h ich  is now o ff the 
press.

T ro ts k y ’s a rt ic le  takes up, 
am ong others, the v iew s and 
c r it ic is m s  o f B oris  Souvarine, 
o f F rance . V ic to r Serge, M ar- 
ceau P lv e rt, H en ri De M an of 
B e lg ium  and others.

The E d ito rs  rev iew  the v a r i­
ous stages o f developm ent o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l m ove­
m ent in  the U n ited  States, de­
sc rib ing  tis  evo lu tion fro m  a 
propaganda group to an organ­
iza tion , w hich, though as ye t 
sm a ll, has sunk its  roots among 
sections of the masses.

The A ugust num ber is unu­
sua lly  va ried  in  content, deal­
ing  w ith  severa l problem s of 
A m erican  economic and p o lit­
ica l life  and also w ith  in te rn a ­
tiona l issues, among them  I r e ­
land. A rgentina , Russia and 
France.

A g raph ic  h is to ry  of Bolshe­
v ism . as re la ted  to the leading 
cadres of the Bo lshevik Revo­
lu tion , w il l  s t ir  m uch in te re s t in  
a ll p o lit ic a l c irc les . A c ita tion  
alone of the Table  o f Contents 
reveals the e x tra o rd in a ry  value

and va rie ty  of the August n um ­
ber:

T A B L E  OF CONTENTS 
The E d ito r ’s C om m ent: N a tion ­

al Convention of the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty

The M o ra lis ts  and the Syco­
phants aga inst M a rx ism —by 
Leon T ro tsky

The S ocia lis t C ris is  in  F rance— 
by Rosa Luxem burg  

The S truggle fo r  N a tiona l Su­
p rem acy, 1789-1848— by Geo. 
E . Noyack

A G raph ic  H is to ry  o f Bolshe­
v ism

The Suicide o f E rn s t T o lle r— 
by Oscar F ischer 

R eading fro m  R ig h t to L e ft— 
by D w ig h t M acdonald 

Cotton Econom y in  Depression 
—by J e rry  P y tla k  

Econom ic and P o lit ic a l L ife  in  
A rgen tina—by Pedro M ile s i 

The Congress of the P.S.O .P.— 
by Fauchois

Ten Y ears of the Russian B u l­
le tin —by E d ito r ia l B oard  of 
the Russian B u lle tin  

Correspondence:
Ir is h  Labo r and the Bom bings 

—by W illia m  John MacCaus- 
land
The readers of the New In ­

te rna tiona l are requested to ob­
ta in  th e ir copies im m e d ia te ly , 
since the supply Is lim ite d . 
S ingle copies are $.20; the sub­
scrip tion  ra te  is $2.00 per year. 
F o r in fo rm a tio n  or copies of 
the m agazine, address:

The New In te rn a tio n a l, 116 
U n ive rs ity  P lace, New Y o rk  
C ity .

S.U.P. DEMANDS 
MARCH TO SHOW 
LABOR POWER

(S p ec ia l to the  S ocia lis t A p p e a l)
SAN FRANCISCO. J u ly  20— 

A t the las t re g u la r m eeting of 
the H eadquarters b ranch of the 
Sailors U nion of the P ac ific , 
the m em bersh ip  ins tructed  its  
o ffic ia ls  to refuse to attend the 
Labor D ay ce lebra tion  on 
T reasure  Is land—the F risco  
W orld ’s F a ir—and instructed  
its  delegates to dem and tha t 
the San F rancisco  Labo r Coun­
c il, A .F .L . cen tra l body, re ­
scind its decision to observe 
Labor D ay on T reasure Is land  
and instead to observe the t r a ­
d ition  o f m arch ing  up M a rke t 
Street.

A lw ays before Labo r has 
dem onstrated its  power to the 
bosses by m a rch ing  up M a rke t 
S treet.

Show of S trength Needed
“ Now, by a na rro w  m arg in , 

the San F rancisco  Labor Coun­
c il has decided to observe L a ­
bor D ay on T reasure Is land . 
A ppa ren tly  th is is fo r  the bene­
f i t  o f businessmen and conces­
sionaires who have h iked th e ir 
prices to such an exten t th a t a 
w o rk in g  s t i f f  can h a rd ly  a ffo rd  
to take in the F a ir  m ore than 
once,”  declares to d a y ’s issue 
of West Coast Sa ilors, the 
6 .U .P . w eekly. The m ili ta n t la ­
bor paper concludes:

“ Th is year, m ore than ever 
before, i t  is the du ty  of the la ­
bor m ovem ent to m arch  up 
M a rke t S treet, s tronger than 
ever, to show the bosses and 
th e ir  re ac tiona ry  co lleagues,, 
the po litic ia n s , th a t the  A m e ri­
can labor m ovem ent w il l  not 
to le ra te  the fasc is t action tak-! 
ea toy Congress and the P res i­
dent in  s lash ing W .P .A . ro lls . 
Th is, as union labor w e ll

knows, is only the f i r s t  step in 
a ttack ing  union wages in  p r i ­
vate indus try .

A N N O U N C EM EN TS
AN TI-FA S C IS T  U nion G uard 

socia l has been postponed to 
August 5. See ad on page 2.

M O D E R N  A P A R T M E N T  to 
sub-let. E . 4th St. R e fr ig e ra t­
o r, etc. Low  ren t. C om m uni­
cate Socia list Appeal.

F U R N IS H E D  ROOM to re n t— 
A ll p riva cy . F ac ing  B ronx 
P a rk  a t A lle rto n  S tation. In ­
qu ire  any day. 690 A lle rto n  
Ave., B ronx . A pt. 55W.

G A R D E N  B E E R  P a rty —S atu r­
day, J u ly  29. Games, en te r­
ta inm ent, p ing pong tou rna ­
m ent. Downtown Labo r Cen­
te r, 51 E . 7th St.

C AM P S EV E N  OAKS. Eaton- 
town, N. J . Tennis, sw im ­
m ing, ping-pong. P lum b ing . 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
Make reservations, please! 
Phone: E atontow n 515.

P IC N IC  A T  P E L H A M ! Sw im , 
sun, eat, p lay  b a ll! Sunday, 
Ju ly  31, a t Pe lham  B ay P a rk . 
E ast Side I.R .T . to P elham  
Bay S tation 11 A .M . Auspices 
Low er E ast Side. Subscrip­
tion  15 cents.

The August issue of T H E  
N EW  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  is 
o ff the press, fe a tu rin g  an an­
sw er by Leon T ro tsky  to the 
“ Renegades fro m  M a rx is m .”  
O rder your copy im m ed ia te ­
ly  fro m  the

N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
116 U n ive rs ity  P laoe, N . Y . C,

N EG R O  D E P A R T M E N T
Thanks ve ry  m uch W. B. 

o f N . D. fo r  you r co n tr ib u ­
tion . Thanks also to L . G. 
and M . B. of N. Y . M uch 
equ ipm ent is s t i l l  requ ired— 
file s , o ffice  fu rn itu re . Send 
a ll con tribu tions to  N a tiona l 
O ffice , 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, 
New Y o rk , N . Y .

W .P.A. Strike In N. Y. Continues; 
Building Trades Unions Consider 
Tie-Up on A ll Gov. Financed Jobs

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
d in e d  to m ake a pub lic  ru lin g  
is taken to mean th a t they are 
con fe rring  w ith  P r e s i d e n t  
Roosevelt. Should e ithe r the 
A tto rney  G eneral o r the Fed­
e ra l W .P .A. a d m in is tra to r issue 
a ru lin g  un favorab le  to the 
sk illed  union w orkers , respon­
s ib ility , i t  is taken, w il l  be p lac­
ed upon Roosevelt.

S trike  E ffe c tive
M eanw hile , the thorough e f­

fectiveness of the s tr ike  in  th is 
c ity  was con firm ed  by local W. 
P. A. a d m in is tra to r Col. B re- 
hon Som erve ll. R e fe rr in g  to 
the g row ing  cessation o f d e liv ­
eries o f essential construction 
m a te ria ls  to s tru ck  W. P . A. 
p ro jec ts  by union team sters, 
Col. S om erve ll to ld  the press 
today th a t “ i f  i t  becomes w ide­
spread, i t  w il l  prove a serious 
hand icap .”

Angered by the g row ing  lack 
of such essentia l m a te ria ls  as 
sand, rock and g rave l, Col. 
Som erve ll stated, “ A pparen tly  
there is some fo rm  of in t im id ­
ation being used, n a tu ra lly , o r 
the vendors w ould not stop 
m ak ing  de live ries . The pub lic  
is ge tting  a w fu lly  fed up w ith  
the a ttitude  taken by the A m e r­
ican Federa tion  of L a b o r.”  

Labor Answers Som ervell
In fo rm ed  o f the C olonel’s re ­

m arks  re la tin g  to “ in tim id a ­
tio n ” , M r. M u rra y  sa id : “ I t  
w ould appear th a t M r. Som er­
ve ll is e ithe r no t aw are of the 
fac ts  of tiie  s itua tion , as re ­
gards the re fusa l of Loca l 282 
o f the B rotherhood of Team ­
sters to de live r m a te ria ls  to the 
W. P. A. jobs, o r else he is de­
lib e ra te ly  try in g  to conceal 
these fac ts .

“ I t  Is im p o rta n t th a t the re ­
cord should be kep t s tra ig h t. 
A cco rd ing ly , I  ca ll a tten tion  to 
the fa c t th a t the team sters ac­
tion  is s im p ly  in  com pliance 
w ith  the te rm s of the agree­
m ent entered in to  between L o ­
cal 282 and the m a te ria l deal­
ers in  New Y o rk  C ity , to w hich 
agreem ent the B u ild in g  and 
C onstruction T rades Council is 
a p a rty  a t the specific  in s is t­
ence of the m a te ria l dealers of 
New Y o rk  C ity .

“ Loca l 282 is doing w hat 
every other union in  the B u ild ­
ing  and C onstruction Trades 
Council has been doing in  the 
present w ho lly  ju s t f ig h t to p re ­
ven t the abo lition  o f the p re ­
va ilin g  ra te  of pay.

“ Section 7 of the Team sters 
agreem ent p r o v i d e s  th a t 
'W here in  the decision o f the 
B u ild in g  and C o n s t  ruc tion  
T rades Council of G rea te r New 
Y o rk  a non-union condition ex­
ists on any job, the dealer m a k­
ing  de live ries  sha ll be no tified  
of such condition. I f  not rem e­
died w ith in  24 hours, the Team ­
sters and C hauffers union re ­
serves the r ig h t to stop d e liv e r­
ies to such jobs by w ith d ra w in g  
th e ir m en th e re fro m .”

” 1 believe section 7 is c le a r,”  
M r. M u rra y  continued. “ The 
team sters are com p ly ing  w ith  
the te rm s o f the agreem ent, the 
B u ild in g  a n d  C onstruction 
Tirades Council Is com p ly ing  
w ith  the te rm s of the agree­
m ent and the m a te ria l dealers 
are likew ise  ho ld ing  th is  agree­
m en t sacred, as i t  should be 
held.

“ Colonel Som erve ll, I  know ,”  
M r. M u rra y  charged, “ does not 
believe in  ho ld ing  agreem ents, 
as w itness his a tte m p t to break 
an agreem ent th a t P ub lic  
Schools 27 and 64 w ould be 100 
percent union. Section 7 o f th is  
agreem ent, w hich I  have ju s t 
c ited, shows th a t the Colonel 
once again is going o ff the deep 
end.”

D ism issa ls Continue
Up u n til Tuesday n ig h t 4,609 

had been assigned to the W .P.A. 
fro m  the Home R e lie f ro lls  
to f i l l  vacancies le ft by the 
wholesale d ism issals o f w o rk ­
ers who cam e under the 18 
month provis ion. The d ism issa l 
of w orkers under the 18 m onth 
ro ta tion  section continues at 
the ra te  o f 2,500 a day. The W. 
P. A . ro ll fo r  New Y o rk  is now 
down to 116,979 and w il l  be 
lowered to 103,000 by Septem­
ber 1.

John J. B rennan, secre tary- 
treasu re r of the B u ild in g  Trades 
Council, on his re tu rn  today 
fro m  another o f his m any v is its  
lo  the para lyzed N orth  Beach 
A irp o rt p ro je c t stated th a t 
“ The area around hangars 2, 
4 and 6 is like  a deserted v i l ­
lage. I f  there hadn ’t  been a 
work-stoppage a t the a irp o r t ,”  
B rennan pointed out, “ A good 
p a rt of the skeletons of those 
hangarp w ould  now be w e ll 

covered w ith  b r ic k .”
Scabs See Crooked

D escrib ing  tbe m anner in  
w h ich  b r ic k  is la id  a t P ub lic

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

School 27, Nelson and H icks 
Avenue in  B rook lyn . B rennan 
ra id  th a t “ A fte r a fu l l  d a y ’s 
w ork, du ring  w h ich  eleven 
courses (L ines) of b r ic k  are 
la id , there  is usua lly  a tw o inch  
ou tw ard  lean. R ecently , when

O R G A N IZE  U N S K IL L E D , 
WARNS M PLS. W O R KER
E d ito r:

A sho rt tim e  ago I  w rote  you 
a le tte r in  w h ich  I  pointed out 
the das ta rd ly  a ttem pts  made 
by the S ta lin is t - contro lled  
W orkers A lliance  to destroy the 
labor m ovem ent here and in  
p a rtic u la r the G eneral D rive rs  
Union 544 and its  F edera l 
W orkers Section. Since th a t 
tim e  we have had a v is it  o f th a t 
cute and d a rlin g  l it t le  p ro s ti­
tu te of the W orkers A lliance , its  
president, Lasser, who ended a 
te leg ram  to Congress some­
th ing  like  th is :

“ M ay God help you in your 
noble undertak ing . A m en .”

W ell, he d id n ’t get ve ry  fa r  
here and le ft the next day by 
plane.

Press P ra ised Lasser
Before he le ft, how ever, he 

made a sta tem ent to the press 
th a t he w ould conduct a po ll o f 
his executive board on going 
back to w ork  pending fu tu re  
negotiations w ith  a d m in is tra ­
tion  o ffic ia ls . The d a ily  press 
at once p icked th is  up and an 
e d ito r ia l In  a M inneapo lis  D a ily  
though t th a t M r . Lasse r had a 
“ ve ry  good and sensible idea 
th e re ” . W ell, ju s t w ha t l it t le  
D av id  though t or said d id n ’t  
m ake any d iffe rence  because 
h is fake  organzation was aot 
m n n ing  the s tr ike  here.

O rganize the U norganized
In  m y la s t le tte r I  said th a t I  

believed th a t there  Is a rem edy 
lo r  the te rr ib le  conditions 
w h ich  today exists among the 
W .P.A. w orkers  and p a rt ic u la r­
ly  among the unsk illed  labo r.

The unskilled  w orkers should 
be organized in to  m ili ta n t labor 
organizations and C harters 
granted them  by the A .F .L . and 
the C.I.O. T rade un ionists m ust 
not be lu lled  in to  th in k in g  th a t 
they can ’t  be replaced, fo r r ig h t 
here in M inneapolis , fo r  in ­
stance, we have a trade  school 
known as the Dunwoody Indus­
t r ia l  In s titu te  w h ich  Is tu rn in g  
out hundreds of m echanics ev­
e ry  year in  every trade  o f to ­
day.

U nsk illed  A ided S trike
I  w ish to im press on you th a t 

the m a jo r w ork  in  closing the 
M inneapo lis  p ro ject«  was not 
done by the A .F .L . tradesm en, 
bu t by the unsk illed  W .P .A. 
w orkers when they were asked 
to do so by the B u ild in g  Trades 
Unions.

I  was em ployed du ring  M ay 
on a m ili ta r y  p ro je c t near 
M inneapolis known as F o rt 
Snelling where a hundred ca r­
penters were em ployed. On 
June 2 the W .A. and the F.W .S. 
of Loca l 544 staged a “ one day 
pro test dem onstra tion ”  here 
in M inneapolis and the B u ild ­
ing  T rades w ere asked to as­
sist. I  asked severa l carpenters 
i f  they w ould support us and 
they answered “ th a t I t  d id  no t 
concern them  a t a l l ” . B u t 
when the unsk illed  were asked 
by the B u ild in g  Trades to come 
w ith  them  we responded 100 
percent.

Now the least th a t the sk illed  
w orkers who are organized can 
do is to in v ite  us in to  the trade 
union m ovem ent and support 
us in our present s trugg le  be­
cause i f  the W orkers A lliance  
is to settle  and negotiate our 
cause we are su re ly  sunk.

F o r th a t reason I  believe th a t 
unskilled  W .P .A . w orkers  and 
re lie f c lien ts  th roughout the na­
tion  should pa tte rn  th e ir  o rgan ­
iza tion  along the lines o f the 
Federa l W orkers Section of 544.

D anger Ahead
M y m otive  fo r  w r it in g  th is  

a rt ic le  Is to urge the Socia list 
Appeal to do a ll in  its  power 
to urge the unsk illed  w orkers 
to organize in  m ilita n t labor 
unions and to im press upon the 
a lready organized unionists to 
recognize the fa c t th a t i f  they 
do not now give these u n fo rtu ­
nate v ic tim s  of a “ ra w  dea l”  
the help they are asking fo r , 
sooner o r la te r organized 
sk illed  labor w ill be confronted 
w ith  the im possib le task of 
f ig h tin g  ca p ita lism , Fascism  
and ru th less law  enforcem ent 
agencies alone.

The unskilled  w orkers  would 
then be standing on the side­
lines te llin g  unionists tbe same 
th in g  th a t the union carpenters 
a t F o rt S ne lling to ld  m e:

"T b is  does no t concern u s !”  
Yours.

T -M -A .
M inneapolis,
Ju ly  18, 1839

a bu ild ing  inspector fro m  the 
Board of Educa tion  inspected 
w o rk  done by the crew  of 
scabs, w h ich  looked like  the 
lean ing  Tow er of P isa, i t  had 
to be to rn  down a ltogether and 
s ta rted  a ll over a g a in .”

A R R E S TE D  A N T I-FASC IST  
T E L L S  H E R  STORY 
E d ito r:

On S aturday, June 15, I  was 
se lling  the pam phle t, “ F a th e r 
Coughlin, F asc is t D em agogue”  
on 14th S treet in  fro n t o f O hr- 
bach ’s D epa rtm ent Store. On 
e ithe r side o f me, some dis­
tance away, were Coughlin ites 
se lling  “ Social Ju s tice .”  I  had 
been se lling  fo r  about 20 m in ­
utes, ( in c id e n ta lly , sales were 
\  e ry  good), when a po licem an 
to ld  me to move on. I  asked 
h im  where I  could sell m y 
pam phlets and he to ld  me 
to go to the next block.

A fte r se lling  fo r about five  
m inutes on the co rner o f F if th  
Ave, and U n ive rs ity  P lace, an­
o ther cop came over and to ld 
me to move on, low er m y  voice 
and th a t I  cou ldn ’t  shout any­
th ing  bu t the nam e o f the pam ­
phle t. I  to ld  h im  th a t I  hkd  a 
r ig h t to s tay w here I  was, shout 
any th ing  I  liked  to advertise  
the pam ph le t, and th a t I  was 
shouting no louder than the 
C oughlin ites. The cop got 
tough, and s ta rted  shoving me 
around, try in g  to get me to 
move on. B y  th is  tim e  a crow d 
bad gathered. A num ber of 
people in  the crow d s ta rted  a r­
gum ents w ith  the cop, teU ing 
h im  to leave me alone and go 
chase the Coughlin ites fo r  a 
change. O ther cops appeared, 
dispersed the crow d and pushed 
me along.

Crowd Defends H er
I  w alked up the b lock and 

stationed m yse lf in  fro n t of 
G rands. In  five  m inutes the 
same rou tine  s ta rted  a ll over 
again. Aga in  a crow d gathered 
a crow d hostile  to the police! 
except fo r  one or tw o “ p a tr i­
ots "  One w om an w anted to 
know w hy the cops p icked on 
me when there  w ere three 
C oughlin ites on the same 
stree t. The cop to ld  her to shut 
up or he ’d pu ll her in  too. F i ­
n a lly  the cops gave up, the 
crow d le ft, and I  was a c tu a lly  
peace fu lly  se lling  pam phlets 
again. Suddenly, I  was grabbed 
by e ithe r a rm  and lif te d  bod ily  
o ff the ground and across the 
s tree t in to  a w a itin g  B lack  
M a ria . I  s t i l l  have the m a rk  o f 
a bru ise on m y  r ig h t a rm .

F asc is t Po lice  M a tron
I  was taken to a ja i l  on South 

S tree t where I  spent e igh t hours 
try in g  to decide w hether to s it 
on a m a ttress a live  w ith  bed­
bugs, o r stand on the flo o r 
c ra w lin g  w ith  the b iggest cock­
roaches I  ever saw. The m a­
tro n  enlivened the d re a ry  hours 
by in fo rm in g  me th a t F a the r 
Coughlin was her p ries t, and a 
good m an, and I  ought to be 
ashamed o f m yse lf.

M y  case cam e up In  cou rt 
the o ther day. The Judge d is­
m issed the case, bu t Instructed  
the cop not to  answer questions 
p u t to h im  by m y  law ye r (fro m  
the A m erican  Labo r A id ) , 
w h ich  a ttem pted to establish 
the pro-Coughlin  a ttitude  o f the 
cop and the police force in  gen­
era l.

Series o f A rrests
Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r leav ing  

cou rt, I  learned th a t another 
com rade had ju s t been a rre s t­
ed on Fourteen th  S tree t w h ile  
se lling  the anti-C oughlin  p am ­
ph le t and th a t tw o Y ipse ls had 
been arrested  in  the B ronx  fo r 
se lling  the Challenge o f Youth. 
F u rth e rm o re , on the same day 
th a t I  was arrested , another 
anti-C oughlin  salesm an was 
served w ith  a summons.

I t  is obvious th a t th is  series 
of a rrests  is p a r t o f a cam paign 
on the p a rt of the Police D e­
p a rtm e n t to d rive  an ti-fasc is t 
lite ra tu re  salesmen o ff the 
streets and g ive the C oughlin­
ites a free  hand.

These a rrests, com ing one 
a fte r another in  a period  o f less 
than tw o weeks, and w ithou t 
any C oughlin ites being a rre s t­
ed, are the liv in g  re fu ta tio n  o f 
M ayo r L a G u a rd ia ’s s ta tem ent 
th a t h is police are “ fa i r . ”

W orkers who value th e ir  c iv il  
lib e rtie s  and don’t  w an t Fas­
c ism  here, m ust jo in  w ith  the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  in  de­
m and ing  an inves tiga tion  in to  
the pro-Coughlin  a c tiv itie s  o f 
New Y o rk ’s cops.

C om rade ly yours,
R U TH  W IE N E R . 

New Y o rk  C ity ,
J u ly  27, 1939.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A Job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
5. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work« 

and housing program.
♦. T h irty -th irty ! $30-weekly minimum wage— 

St-hour weekly m axim um  for all workers on 
all Jobs.

%. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
?. All w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people's referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Faselst attacks.

Better Than Silence
Bernard Tasser, A .F.L. publicity chief, wrote 

in the July “ Labor Chronicle,”  organ of the 
New York Central Trades and Labor Council: 

“ I have a very definite opinion relative to 
those persons, no matter how high their posi­
tions, who have tried to smear the building 
workers by calling their refusal to work ‘a strike 
against the government.’

“ I believe this opinion is identical with that 
of every union man in the country, and I am 
convinced that no worse blunder could ever be 
made by any public official than to try to outlaw 
the present highly effective peaceful protest 
stoppage o f the building trades."

Tassler’s statement wasn’t as strong as it 
might be. But it was infinitely stronger than the 
statement o f the “ C.I.O. News,”  which has yet 
to comment on Murphy and Roosevelt’s threats 
against the strikers. Under the editorship of 
Len de Caux, Stalinist stooge, the “ C.I.O. News” 
is miles to the right o f the C.I.O. leadership 
and hundreds of miles to the right of the C.I.O. 
rank and file.

the insatiable war machine. But they have con­
stituencies at home whom they must mollify. 
These constituencies, as the Callup poll has 
proven, are overwhelmingly opposed to fighting 
any war on foreign soil, and they trust Congress 
so little that they want the decision for war or 
peace to be taken out o f the hands of Congress 
and submitted to a popular referendum of the 
people. These constituencies have demonstrated 
their distrust of Roosevelt’s foreign policy by 
bombarding their congressmen in opposition to 
the end o f neutrality legislation. Fearful of their 
constituencies, the congressmen rejected Roose­
velt's proposals to end neutrality legislation. And 
so, much as they might have wanted to vote for 
Vandenberg's proposal, the members o f the Sen­
ate Foreign Relations Committee were afraid of 
their constituencies, who had already unmistak­
ably voiced their opposition to further anti-neu­
tra lity moves.

Roosevelt, on the other hand, also hesitated 
to accept the responsibility for this move. He 
would have much preferred to have the Senate 
get out in front.

As a matter o f fact, i f  Roosevelt abided by 
the spirit o f the American Constitution, lie 
would have had to consult the Senate on abro­
gation of a treaty when Congress is in session. 
According to the Constitution the Senate's con­
sent is necessary before a treaty goes into force, 
and the converse is necessarily implied.

Furthermore, the legislative body, the law­
making body, is by that very token the policy­
making body. According to democratic prin­
ciples, the legislative body and not the executive 
should determine the policies of the government.
1 his principle is of course constantly violated by 
Roosevelt, but he does not do so lightly. He 
does so with a full realization o f the implica­
tions, and only out of desperation. I t  is the des­
peration of American capitalism turning to world 
conquest as a way out o f its economic crisis.

This was the situation which the New York 
Times o f July 27 described as follows:

Officials said that it was the disposition of 
the State Department to await action by the 
1'oreign Relations Committee at its meeting to­
day on the resolution o f Senator Vandenberg 
favoring denunciation o f the treaty, hut when 
the committee postponed action to a later meet­
ing President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull de­
cided to act at once.

It appeared to lie their opinion that further 
delay was not only not warranted but also might 
he taken by Japan as evidence of tim id ity or 
divided counsels between the executive and legis­
lative branches o f the government. Action, ac­
cordingly, was taken immediately.”

But there were divided counsels between the 
executive and legislative branches. The indi­
vidual senators and representatives might agree 
with Roosevelt but as a body they feared their 
constituencies. Thus the counsels were divided 
m actuality. So . . . Roosevelt took the decision 
into his own hands.

President and Congress
How extraordinary was the action o f the 

State Department in denouncing America’s 
treaty with Japan, may not appear at first 
glance.

But the incident is well worth studying, not 
for any new light it throws on Roosevelt's drive 
toward war, but the way in which the President 
is shouldering an insufficiently compliant Con­
gress out of the way.

Just a week or so before, the President had 
sustained a very serious defeat at the hands of 
Congress on precisely this issue: lie sought abro­
gation o f existing neutrality legislation and 
Congress refused to go along with him. So 
badly indeed was he defeated, that he announced 
that no further attempts would he made to ab­
rogate existing neutrality legislation until the 
next session of Congress.

A t that point not the New Deal but the 
"Tories”  insisted on going ahead with one phase 
o f the President’s program of abrogating neu­
tra lity legislation: arch-reactionary Senator 
Vandenberg pressed in the Senate Foreign Re­
lations Committee for denouncing the Japanese 
Treaty in order to pave the way for subsequent 
legislation for an embargo against Japan. Dur­
ing the hours prior to the sudden move against 
Japan by the State Department, the Senate For­
eign Relations Committee had been in session 
on Vandenberg’s proposal.

But the committee hesitated to act. Here is 
how the New York Times of July 27 puts i t :

“ There were some indications that leaders of 
the proposal (to  denounce the treaty) preferred 
not to force the matter to a vote at this delicate 
juncture unless absolutely assured that there 
would he a unanimous vote in favor o f the reso­
lution. They appeared to fear that one or two 
Senators might vote in opposition, although con­
fident that the proposal would carry by a heavy 
majority. The White House and the State De­
partment then cut the Gordian knot."

Why did they fear a mere vote or two in op­
position? The Times doesn't say. But the rea­
son is obvious:

Tire senators and representatives, generally 
speaking, are for Roosevelt’s war program. They 
vote for appropriation after appropriation for.

In other words, Roosevelt decided that where 
a division exists between the legislative and ex­
ecutive bodies, the executive w ill have the de­
ciding word. In other words, he has acted on a 
theory o f the supremacy of the executive over 
the legislative body.

Are the American people awake to the im pli­
cations of this action ? How long is the road 
letween this action and the action of wiping 

out altogether the powers o f the legislative body, 
as H itle r and Mussolini have done?

The Congress that permitted this is a body 
which can he trusted little more than the Presi­
dent. 1 °day, in theory, this Congress has the 
final authority on determining whether this coun­
try shall go to war or not. But the Japanese 
treaty incident shows that in substance the Con­
fe s s  will surrender its power to the President.

One thing is immediately clear: the Japanese 
treaty incident is a further warning to the people 
to demand a popular referendum on war. Nei­
ther the President nor Congress can he trusted 
with this vital decision. Those who must die in 
tlie trenches or starve at home in the event o f 
war— they must decide.

Let the people vote on war!
Let the people decide!

v £ i f  ? a V ?  the 8 tanda rd  O il Com pany o f New 
J Z \  ° 0kerd to W ashinKton as the las t hope fo r
r f n  n J> f t nCSe moVes to w ipe out the A m erl- an and B n tis h  pe tro leum  Indus try  In no rth  China.
O il com pany representa tives were convinced th a t
legal argum ents in north  China were w orthless 
A m erican  interests, Washington, i. e.. the re ­
presentatives o f the bosses, wants YOU fo r  a 
ta rge t.

The one hope o f the w o rld  today Is th a t the 
nations tu rn  to God and app ly these (B uchm an ’« 
m o ra l rea rm am en t) p rinc ip les  no t on ly  to na tiona l 
life  but to personal, business and c iv ic  l i fe , ”  read* 
a reso lu tion o f the M inneapo lis  c ity  council w e l­
coming- F ra n k  Buchm an. I t  su re ly  looks like  the 
nations are tu rn in g  to God, fo r  i t 's  w e ll known th a t 
God is on the side o f the la rges t a rm am ents.

*  *  *

An official delegation of Nazi storm troop officers
!n R om ? watches a guard  a t the entrance of 

the Palace o f Venice "su p e r-u m p h ”  in to  the 
goose step Ita lia n s  borrowed fro m  G erm any. (The 
g u a rd ’s foo t was leve l w ith  his shoulder.) I  can 

»ne g0CKl th ing  about the goose step. When 
Soldiers and w orkers  le a rn  to shoot in  the r ig h t 
d irec tion  a ll th is  goosestepping w il l  be h e lp fu l in  
g iv in g  a boost to the o ffice rs  and the bosses. That’s 
the k ind o f booster I  like .

M cNutt, Hoosier Hitler, Pushed 
Forward by F.D.R. in 1940 Drive

By P A U L  F IE L D IN G
P resident Roosevelt once 

again paid touching tr ib u te  to 
D em ocracy by appo in ting  the 
Hoosier H it le r , Pau l V. M cN u tt 
to head the Federa l S ecurity 
A d m in is tra tion .

M cN u tt, the governor of In ­
diana who kept T e rre  Haute 
under m a r tia l law  fo r months, 
w ill have charge o f a d m in is te r­
ing  the Social S ecurity  A ct. He 
w ill,  no doubt, show the same 
regard  fo r the unem ployed, the 
aged and the s ick as he showed 
fo r the w orkers o f the Hoosier 
state, who under h is ru le  asked 
w hether they lived  in  the 
U nited States or G erm any.

In  nam ing M cN u tt to th is  im ­
po rtan t governm enta l post, 
Roosevelt has ind ica ted  th a t 
th is  Fascist-m inded New D eal­
er is his present choice fo r 
president in 1940. B a rr in g  the 
poss ib ility  o f a th ird -te rm , 
F uehre r M cN u tt is R oosevelt’s 
m an fo r the D em ocra tic  nom in ­
ation.

The professional and am ateur 
cheer-leaders fo r the New Deal 
w ill have to ta lk  fa s t and hard 
when they t r y  to pawn o ff th is  
sc issor-b ill as a fr iend  of the 
“ F o rgo tten -m an .”
M cN UT T  HAS AN 
U NSAVO RY RECORD

A quick look into M c N u tt’s 
record w il l  uncover a reac tion ­
a ry , labor-ha ting  past th a t w ill 
m atch  the w orst the R epub lic ­
ans have to o ffe r. And i t  w il l  a l­
so show the k ind of men Roose­
v e lt wants to c a rry  on his W ar 
Deal.

A fte r s tudying  law  fo r one 
year. M cN u tt became an asso­
c ia te  professor of law  at In d i­
ana U n ive rs ity , and, before the 
rest of the fa c u lty  knew w hat 
happened, he had re tire d  the 
Dean o f the Law  School and 
taken his post.

The o ther professors w onder­
ed w hether he had bought the 
u n ive rs ity , accord ing to those 
who witnessed the transaction .

In  1928, he was elected na­
tiona l com m ander o f the a n ti­
labor A m erican  Legion. He 
considered h im se lf a “ ve te ran ”  
because o f his presence in  a 
tra in in g  cam p, no less than 
3500 m iles away fro m  the fron t. 
H is good w ork in  the "w a r  to 
muke the w orld  safe fo r hypoc- 
ra c y ”  won h im  the t it le  o f m a­
jo r.

In  a ll his re la tions w ith  w o rk ­
ers, he seems to act as though 
he s t i l l  wore a un ifo rm .

In  his cam paign fo r gover­
nor o f Ind iana  in  1932, his Re-

pub lican enemies ca lled h im  
the " la w y e r who never tr ie d  a 
case and the so ld ie r who never 
fire d  a sho t”  — w hich is ve ry  
close to the s k ille t ’s ca llin g  the 
ke ttle  black.

W hile governor of Ind iana , 
he had as m uch power as Huey 
Long had in Lou is iana, accord­
ing to reporte rs  who covered 
his a d m in is tra tion , though th is 
is p robab ly  a s lig h t exaggera­
tion.

W HY B IG  BUSINESS 
LOVES M cN U T T

He won the everlas ting  
friendsh ip  of Ind iana business­
men and in d u s tria l barons by 
the fo llow ing  record :

Sent the na tiona l guard to 
break s tr ikes  the greatest num ­
ber of tim es in the h is to ry  of 
the state.

In troduced and had passed a 
law  which made m ilita n t s tr ike  
action by m ilk  fa rm e rs  a fe l­
ony.

Increased the size of the state 
police force.

Suspended a ll m un ic ipa l e lec­
tions in every com m un ity  in  In ­
diana fo r one year when his 
power was s lipp ing .

Reduced p rope rty  taxes by 
m ore than 50 m ill io n  do lla rs.

Levied incom e ta x  fo r a ll in ­
comes over $1000 to place the 
burden of taxa tion  upon the 
w orkers.

Levied a tax-sale, w hich he 
passed o ff by the phoney name 
of a "gross-incom e ta x .”

He fu r th e r d istinguished h im ­
se lf by encouraging his local 
henchmen to s tifle  a ll free  
speech. He was a m em ber of 
the na tiona l com m ittee  o f the 
C atho lic organ iza tion  to com ­
bat com m unism . H is s ide-k ick 
here was Senator C a rte r Glass 
of V irg in ia .

O nly because Ind iana  has a 
law  w hich prevents governors 
fro m  succeeding them selves, he 
was forced out of the cap ito l. 
B u t he p icked G overnor T ow n­
send, who ca rr ie d  on the d ic ­
ta to rsh ip , though w ith  h a rd ly  
the ta lents and gusto o f New 
D ealer M cN utt.
A C O LO N IAL R U LE R  
FOR RO O SEVELT

N ot to be shoved out o f the 
lim e lig h t where he wanted to 
rem a in  to run fo r president in  
1940, he was appointed H igh 
Com m issioner of the P h ilipp ine  
Islands by Roosevelt.

He got o ff to a fly in g  s ta r t in 
the P h ilipp ines by te llin g  the 
natives who w ant independence 
tha t dem ocracy in  the P h ilip ­
pines is “ on ly a m a tte r of fo rm

and not of substance.”
As H igh  C om m issioner he 

was a v ita l cog in  the Roosevelt 
w ar plans, w hich ca ll fo r ra is ­
ing  an a rm y  o f 500,000 natives, 
fo u r tim es the size of the U. S. 
stand ing a rm y. The natives 
were granted "sem i-indepen­
dence,”  so th a t they could have 
the p riv ile g e  of paying  fo r the 
a rm y  and o ther m ili ta ry  costs.

Soon a fte r he a rr ive d  in  M a ­
n ila , he knocked any notions 
of rea l independence out o f the 
natives. The move he made 
w hich reached m ost fro n t 
pages was to demand th a t 
H i&h C om m issioner M cN u tt be 
toasted f ir s t  in  a ll state func­
tions. F o llow ing  h im , the pres­
ident and other sm a ll f r y  m ig h t 
be mentioned.

*  *  *  «*

There was w a ilin g  and 
gnashing of teeth among the 
b rig h t young men of the New 
Deal when M cN u tt was named 
to his new post in  W ashington.

Those who placed th e ir fa ith  
in  Roosevelt fo r sa lva tion  fe lt 
they had been betrayed when 
th is man, whom they ca ll a 
Fascist, got the choice p o lit ica l 
p lum .

L ike  the foo lish m aiden who 
is being co n tinua lly  seduced by 
the n icest men or the sucker 
lo r  horse races who is a lw ays 
p lay ing  long-shots, these people 
th r iv e  on betraya ls  and ru n ­
arounds. No sooner do they get 
th e ir fingers  burned, than they 
s tick  them  back in  the fire .

Unable to see beyond the 
ever na rrow ing  confines of cap­
ita lis t po litics , they choose the 
lesser-evil. And th is  tim e  they 
got a Fascist-m inded p o litic ian .

I t  is safe to p red ic t th a t he 
w il l  be white-washed in  sho rt 
o rder. M cN u tt is a c lever p o li­
t ic ia n . He can speak lib e ra l 
w h ile  acting  reac tionary .

He can and did denounce 
G erm any fo r its  tre a tm e n t of 
the Jews, w h ile  g rin d in g  down 
s tr ik e rs  in  Ind iana  and, la te r, 
natives in the P h ilipp ine  Is ­
lands.

In  his new post, he w ill speak 
high sounding words about aid 
to the aged, help to the unem ­
ployed and assistance to the 
weak and in f irm . And under 
cover o f th is , he w ill t r y  to cu t 
to the bone the m eager benefits 
o f the Social S ecurity  Act.

He has learned a lo t fro m  his 
boss, Roosevelt. T h a t’s w hy he 
got. the job. T h a t’s w hy he is 
such a fine  candidate fo r the 
New Deal in  1940.

W atch out fo r M cN u tt—he's 
no boob.

Quotas Set 
For Branches 
O f S.W.P.
WAR REFERENDUM 

PAMPHLET

APPEAL CAMPAIGN 
SCOREBOARD

Quota Quota 
Branch Subs Bundles
A kron  .............  10 10
A llen tow n . . .  5 10
B a ltim o re  . . . .  5 10
Boston ............ 20 40

Buy the Socialist Appeal 
at Your Newsstand

National Youth Group 
Forms Defense Guard

F orm a tion  of A n ti-F asc is t 
Defense Guards was au thor­
ized by the recent annual con­
vention of the A vukah, na tiona l 
Jew ish student organ iza tion , 
the A vukah “ Student A c tio n ”  
announced in  its  Ju ly  28 issue.

A fte r describ ing C oughlin ite  
assaults on an ti-fasc is ts  and 
I he connivance o f police and 
courts w ith  the fascists, "S tu ­
dent A c tio n ”  states:

"These fac to rs , the v io le n t 
an ti-sem itic  cam paign of the 
Coughlin ites and o ther fasc is t 
groups, together w ith  the re ­
fusal o f c ity  o ffic ia ls  to end a 
fla g ra n t p ro-fascis t tone o f a 
large section of the courts and 
police, have produced the need 
fo r an ti-fasc is t defense groups 
to p ro tect an ti-fasc is t action 
such as d is tr ib u tio n  of l ite ra ­
tu re  exposing the rea l nature of 
the ‘Social Ju s tice ’ m ovem ent.

“ The Convention, confronted 
w ith  a need fo r im m ed ia te  ac­
tion tow ard fo rm a tio n  of such 
groups, authorized A vukah 
chapters to in it ia te  o r cooper­
ate w ith  ex is ting  an ti-fasc is t 
u n its .”

M ODEL PETITIO N
Here is the te x t of the pe tition  w h ich  is being c ircu la ted  

fo r a people's vote on w ar. We urge readers of the Appeal 
to secure copies and c ircu la te  them .

Local petitions have sprung up here and there, but we 
believe th is  te x t is the best m edium  fo r organ iz ing  the ex­
pression of mass sentim ent fo r a w a r re fe rendum  on a na­
tiona l scale. The p rin ted  pe tition  blanks m ay be obtained, 
and should be re turned to the C om m ittee fo r a W ar R eferen­
dum , P. O. Box 66, S tation D, New Y o rk  C ity.

*  *  *

A PETITION TO THE CONGRESS OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

We, the undersigned, hereby petition Con­
gress to submit at once to the several States, 
in accordance with the provisions of the Con­
stitution, an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States which will provide that 
any proposal for the declaration of war, or 
armed hostilities, against any nation or people 
shall be submitted to a direct referendum vote 
of the people of the United States.

A le tte r ju s t received fro m  a fr ie n d  v is itin g  
P a ris  gives an in te res ting  p ic tu re  o f w ha t is going 
on in F rance today.

“ F o r about an hour and a h a lf I  watched the 
( com m un is t dem onstra tion on J u ly  14, in  honor of 

the G rea t F rench R evolu tion. I t  was the usual 
^united fro n t ’ dem onstra tion—the tw o dozen S ta l­
in is t stooge organizations jo in in g  the C.P. in  a 
‘united fro n t. ’ The socia lis ts  and the o ff ic ia l trade 
unions refused to jo in  the S ta lin is ts  who bemoaned 
the fa c t th a t the g rea t Popu la r F ro n t dem onstra­
tion of 1935 could no t be repeated. T h a t’s r ig h t— 
i t  could not be repeated. D a lad ie r, one o f the 
lead ing figu res  in  the dem onstra tion  of 1935, is 
now o rde ring  the w orkers  to w ork  longer hours 
and m ore e ff ic ie n tly ; he is c u r t ly  te llin g  the com ­
m unists w ha t they can and w hat they cannot do; 
lie is g iv in g  the big bourgeoisie the services i t  de­
mands, thus, fo r a w hile a t least, m ak ing  unnec­
essary a resort to fascism .

An Uninspiring Demonstration
“ I t  ce rta in ly  was not an in sp ir in g  dem onstra tion. 

N e ithe r to the onlookers nor to the pa rtic ip a n ts , 
as fa r  as I  could judge. C e rta in ly  not to one in te r­
ested in leading the F rench w o rk in g  class to an­
other and g rea te r revo lu tion  than th a t o f 1789. 
There is no th ing w rong in  p rin c ip le , o f course, fo r 
a re vo lu tiona ry  p a rty  to ce lebrate  the b ir th  o f the 
bourgeois revo lu tion , especia lly  such a m a g n ifi­
cent one as the G rea t F rench  R evolu tion. I  can 
even im ag ine  a re vo lu tiona ry  p a rty  o rgan iz ing  a 
ce lebra tion  on Ju ly  4 com m em ora ting  the A m e ri­
can revo lu tion .

“ I t  is p r im a r i ly  a question of the content o f the 
dem onstra tion. T h a t content m ust fu r th e r  our 
present a im  of hastening the dawn o f the p ro le ta ri- 
an revo lu tion . To take  advantage o f re vo lu tiona ry  
tra d itio n s  in o rde r to insp ire  the masses w ith  a 
w illingness to o ffe r the suprem e sacrifice  fo r  the 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion  is no t on ly  pe rm iss ib le  fo r  a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  bu t abso lute ly  m andatory. 
Can th a t be done? O f course! Jus t th in k  o f the 
hero ic days of ’89 when the d is inhe rited  o f P a ris , 
w ith  weapons in  hand, proceeded to dem olish thé 
ins titu tions  of feudal ty ra n n y . I t  w ould be so easy 
to s t ir  up the m ost exa lted  re vo lu tio n a ry  emotions 
in  the masses of w orkers  show ing them  th a t they 
m ust fo llow  the exam ple o f th e ir fo re fa the rs  and 
destroy . . . bourgeois ty ra n n y .

“ I  need not. te ll you th a t the S ta lin is t dem on­
s tra tio n  had no re vo lu tio n a ry  a im  in  v iew . Tha t 
is why i t  was so un insp iring , s icken ing  as a m a t­
te r of fac t. There were tens o f thousands o f re a lly  
m ilita n t w orkers who would g la d ly  o ffe r up th e ir 
lives to destroy the B a s tille  of the F rench  bour­
geoisie bu t these tens o f thousands o f w orkers 
m arched m eekly  around the P lace de la B as tille  
w ithou t any enthusiasm  because they were no t in ­
sp ired w ith  any g rea t visions o f a s trugg le  to 
create a new w o rld  fo r them selves and th e ir  c h il­
dren. They did not even know  w ha t they were 
dem onstra ting  fo r. There were absolute ly  no 
banners w ith  any slogans. D a lad ie r had fo rb idden 
the show ing of any slogans in  any w ay hostile  to 
the governm ent. And since the C om m unist P a rty  
is com pelled to assume a position  o f h o s tility  to  the 
d ic ta to r ia l reg im e of D a lad ie r, in  o rd e r to  keep the 
confidence of the masses, i t  had to choose between 
defy ing  the governm ent, by c a rry in g  banners w ith  
slogans, o r su b m ittin g . The C. P. of course does 
no defy ing  nowadays and so there was a slogan­
less dem onstra tion.

There Was One Slogan
T m ust co rre c t m y  sta tem ent about slogans. 

There was one slogan m uch in  evidence, the one 
ca llin g  fo r  the com pletion o f the pact between 
G rea t B r ita in , F rance and the Sovie t U nion. 
S tream ing  banners announced the fa c t th a t w ith ­
out the help o f the U.S.S.R., F rance  could no t de­
fend its e lf aga inst the fasc is t aggressors. The t r i ­
p a rty  pact would b rin g  peace, l ib e r ty  and dem oc­
racy .

“ I  don’t  know w hether you read L ’H um an ite  
these days. I f  you do you know then tha t, day 
a fte r day, G abrie l P e ri, th e ir s ta r jo u rn a lis t, pours 
fo rth  his contem pt upon G rea t B r ita in  fo r  its  so ft­
ness to Japan. He demands a f irm e r  stand by 
C ham berla in  to defend B r it is h  c itizens fro m  Insu lt 
and h u m ilia tio n  a t the hands o f the Japanese. The 
B r it is h  and F rench  a ttitude  tow ards G erm any d u r­
ing the Danzig c ris is  and subsequently was term ed 
supine and v io la tive  of the prom ises g iven to  he­
ro ic  Poland. And every s ingle a rt ic le  ends w ith  
a demand fo r the im m ed ia te  consum m ation  o f the 
tr i-p a r ty  pact. I t  was there fore  to be expected 
th a t du ring  the dem onstra tion stress would be 
placed upon th a t demand. And since there were 
no other slogans the dem onstra tion  assumed ex­
c lus ive ly  the cha rac te r of a dem onstra tion  on be­
h a lf of the tr i-p a r ty  pact.

"What a g lo rious oppo rtun ity  there was o f show­
ing the masses the d ifferences between the p ro m ­
ises and hopes of 1789 and the re a lity  o f 1939. The 
act of the D a la d ie r governm ent in  p ro h ib itin g  the 
cai ry in g  o f slogans aga inst the governm ent showed 
m ore than anyth ing  else the rea l ch a rac te r o f the 
present reg im e. E v e ry th in g  is now se ttled  by de­
crees w ithou t consu lting  pa rlia m e n t. The chances 
are th a t the elections fo r the C ham ber of Depu­
ties, w hich are to take p lace next year, w il l  be 
postponed by decree fo r tw o o r three years. The 
S ta lin is ts  and socia lis ts  are c ry in g  b it te r ly  aga inst 
such a p o ss ib ility  but th e ir opposition amounts to 
ve ry  l it t le . T h a t is the k ind  o f dem ocracy which 
the F rench w orkers are asked to defend against 
H it le r . Young m ilita n ts  are charged w ith  espion­
age fo r a ttem p ting  to spread re vo lu tiona ry  propa­
ganda among the sold iers. Death can be the pen­
a lty  i f  found g u ilty . H undreds o f thousands of 
Spanish w orkers, fo rm e r so ld iers o f the R epub li­
can a rm y  in Spain, are herded together like  beasts 
in  concentra tion  camps. A fa r  c ry  fro m  the f r a ­
te rn ity , equa lity  and lib e r ty  p roc la im ed  as the 
foundation stones of the F rench  R evolu tion.

How Long Will They Remain Quiet?
"D iso rien ted  by the polic ies o f the soc ia lis t and 

com m un is t parties, fru s tra te d  by the fa ilu re  o f 
the P opu la r F ro n t governm ent, the F rench  w ork- 
ers ai e qu ie t, su b m ittin g  to the a rb itra ry  acts o f 
the governm ent. F o r how long? I t  is im possib le to 
conceive th a t i t  can la s t fo r  a v e ry  long tim e  As 
the burden becomes g rea te r the forces o f res is­
tance w ill come to the surface. The m ost m i l i ­
ta n t and conscious e lem ents of the F rench  w o rk ­
ers, th a t is, the F rench  F o u rth  In te rna tiona lis te  
m ust w ork fe ve rish ly  to p repare  a p a rty  to lead 
the F rench  w o rke rs .”


