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NEW DEAL HOUNDS WPA STRIKERS
Attorney General 
Seeks Indictment 
O f Union Leaders

Attorney General Frank Murphy announced to the press 
on Wednesday— July 19— that he had ordered the United 
States District Attorney in Minneapolis to conduct a grand 
ju ry  investigation there “ into charges that W .P.A. strikers 
had interfered with persons wishing to work in Minneapo­
lis and St. Paul.”

Thus Murphy has already proceeded to carry out the 
threat he made in his July 13 statement that “ There must 
be no strike against the government of the United States 
by any one, anywhere, at any time. . . . Those leaders who 
have moved to exploit the protests o f W .P.A. workers in 
violation o f the Federal statutes w ill be prosecuted.”

Murphy then singled out Minneapolis, as a place where 
“ evidence of labor racketeering or criminal conspiracy 
against the nation’s relief program" may “ result in indict­
ments.”  And now, according to the press reports, he has 
moved to get those indictments.

Obedient to Murphy’s commands, V ictor E. Anderson, 
United States D istrict Attorney in Minneapolis, announced 
the same day that the Federal government “ undoubtedly 
w ill issue complaints and begin prosecution o f strike pickets 
or demonstrators w ith in a few days.”  (Minneapolis T r ib ­
une, July 19.)

He is only waiting, said Anderson, for the formal report 
of the Federal Bureau o f Investigation G-men who con­
verged on this city when the strike began. But he has 
already “ surveyed the evidence”  they gathered and is sure 
that it provides the basis for prosecuting strike pickets.

Roosevelt Move Is Part 
O f His Anti-Labor Drive

This Minneapolis move is perhaps the most brazen anti­
labor action yet taken by the Roosevelt Administration. 
I f  it gets away with this, it Will go on to prosecute W .P.A 
strikers everywhere, as part o f the administration’s general 
onslaught against the labor movement.

"The President is now definitely aligned against Labor."

Such was the accurate conclusion reached by the Minnesota 
Union Advocate, organ o f the St. Paul Trades and Labor 
Assembly, in its editorial o f July 13.

Ruthlessly the Roosevelt administration seeks to crush 
the militant labor movement. Roosevelt got from an obe­
dient Congress a law destroying the union wage on W .P.A. 
projects, but this was only his opening gun in a long-range 
campaign to destroy the entire wage-structure of the build­
ing trades unions, as is revealed by Attorney General 
Murphy’s announcement of an “ anti-trust”  prosecution of 
the building trades unions in September. When the W .P.A. 
construction workers struck against this union-destroying 
decree, the Roosevelt administration declared their strike 
illegal, punished the strikers by dismissing them from the 
W .P.A. on the fifth  day o f their strike, declared them 
ineligible for direct relief, and sent an army of G-men into 
the principal strike areas to act as strikebreakers and gather 
evidence for the prosecutions which are now being initiated 
in Minneapolis.

Increasing Examples of 
His Anti-Labor Game

Roosevelt’s appointees, the United States Maritime- 
Commission. are openly engaged in an attempt to destroy 
the union hiring halls of the West Coast seamen's unions, 
and are training finks for a war against the unions on 
“ training ships”  which even the pro-Roosevelt National 
Maritime Union has finally been forced by its rank and file 
to boycott. Roosevelt’s National Labor Relations Board 
now w ill order plant elections upon application by em­
ployers— the most vicious union-busting device conceivable.

Roosevelt himself, in his A pril 27 relief budget message, 
dictated to Congress the slashing o f one-third o f the 
W .P.A. rolls, down, down, down, from the November 
figure o f 3,350,000 to his figure o f 2,000,000—an absolute 
drop o f 1,350,000 jobs.

“ The President is now definitely aligned against Labor." 
That’s the simple truth which every worker must hence­
forth take into account.

W h y He Picked Minneapolis 
For the Attempted Frame-Up

Murphy’s choice of Minneapolis to initiate his prosecu­
tions is not a haphazard choice. He has picked out Minne­
apolis for a number o f reasons.

First and most immediate, Minneapolis labor has the 
honor o f being the most united phalanx in the fight against 
the W .P.A. cuts. A .F.L. and C.I.O., employed and unem­
ployed, skilled and unskilled, have joined together in 
Minneapolis in a Joint Action Committee which made the 
strike there 100% effective, closing down all projects. I f  
that had only happened in all other important cities, the 
W .P.A. strike would have won its demands by now hands 
down. For this “ crime,”  Minneapolis labor is to be pros­
ecuted by the Roosevelt administration.

Second, Minneapolis is the best-organized city in the 
United States. Under the inspiration of the great truck- 
drivers’ strikes o f May and July-August, 1934, that city, 
once an open-shop town, has a higher percentage o f union 
organization per working population than any other city 
in the country, according to the U. S. Department of 
Labor. Wages in the teaming crafts have more than 
doubled since 1933, and other wages have risen corre­
spondingly. For this “ crime,”  too, Minneapolis labor is to 
be prosecuted by the Roosevelt administration.

Third, Minneapolis labor has the honor of having in i­
tiated the movement which transformed the International 
Brotherhood o f Teamsters from a craft union of 60,000 
members to the biggest and most powerful union in the 
country, semi-industrial in form, numbering now at least 
400,000 members. As late as 1935 the International was 
an aristocratic organization! o f driver-salesmen in the cities. 
Now it is primarily constituted by the over-the-road truck­
ers, one o f the two or three most strategic groups o f pro­
letarians in economy. This great movement came out of 
the North Central D istrict Drivers Council initiated bv 
General Drivers Union Local 544 o f Minneapolis, which 
generously gave its most qualified forces to the creation of

F.D.R. to Prosecute 
Unions for 'Crime' 
O f Being Progressive
this movement. The eleven state over-the-road agreement 
wrested from the great trucking corporations last year 
expires on August 31, and the unions are girding to secure 
renewal and betterment o f this unprecedented contract. For 
this “ crime,”  too, Minneapolis labor is to be prosecuted by 
the Roosevelt administration.

Yes, the Minneapolis trade union movement is today the 
most progressive section o f the entire American labor 
movement. And for this “ crime,”  it is to be prosecuted by 
the Roosevelt administration,

Minneapolis Labor Leaders 
Foresaw Roosevelt Move

W ith their usual intelligence and ability, the Minneapolis 
trade union leadership foresaw this move o f the govern­
ment. The resolution adopted by a jo in t meeting o f A .F.L.- 
C.I.O. trade union leaders on July 15 at the Central Labor 
Union, placing responsibility at the door o f the Roosevelt 
administration for the murder o f Emil Bergstrom and the 
shooting and in ju ry  o f 24 other strike pickets, concluded:

“ That this labor movement calls upon the people of the 
United States . . .  to unitedly defeat any prosecution or 
frameup attempt as a result o f the murderous assaults of 
the Minneapolis police.”

Now Murphy and his G-men are attempting the frame- 
up. Every worker and friend o f labor, every sincere be­
liever in democratic rights, has the elementary duty to 
solidarize himself with the Minneapolis labor movement 
against this attempted frameup.

Every trade union and fraternal organization in the 
country should adopt resolutions protesting against this 
prosecution, send the resolutions adopted to President 
Roosevelt and Attorney General Murphy, with copies to 
the Central Labor Union, North 8th Street, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

Minneapolis is only the first intended victim. Stop 
Murphy in his tracks before he gets started !

W. A. A. Strikebreakers 
Stand Self-Accused

____________  «

Speakers at Funeral Services of M artyr Who 
Fell on the W.P.A. Picket Line Vow that 
"He Shall Not Have Died in Vain"

By A R TH U R  H O PKINS
( S p e c ia l  to the  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l )

M IN N E A P O LIS , July 19—Minneapolis labor laid away to rest 
another m artyr to its cause Tuesday when thousands of workers 
jam m ed the halls of the Central Labor Union to pay their last 
respects to E m il August Bergstrom, GO, slain by police brutality  
at the sewing project, 2nd Avenue North and 2nd Street last 
Friday.

Additional thousands thronged 8th Street North before the 
C. L. U ., unable to get in th e *-----  --------------------------------------------
hall but determined to express 
their solidarity with their slain 
brother worker.

P ete r M urck , president of 
the B u ild in g  T rades Council, 
acted as cha irm an  and in tro ­
duced the speakers who ren­
dered solemn tr ib u te  to the 
sacrifice  of E m il B ergstrom . 
W a lte r F ra n k , cha irm an  o f the 
jo in t union-W . P. A. com m ittee 
in  charge o f the W .P .A. s tr ike , 
was the f i r s t  speaker. He b it­
te r ly  assailed the b ru ta lity  of 
the police and condemned the 
society w hich allows such b ru t­
a lity  to go unpunished. “ He 
shall not have died in v a in ,”  
vowed F ra n k , expressing the 
innerm ost sentim ents o f his l is ­
teners.

Geldman Speaks
M ax G eldm an, o rgan ization  

.secretary of the F edera l W ork­
ers Section. G eneral D rive rs  
lo c a l 544, declared th a t B e rg ­
s trom  w il l  be the fla m in g  sym ­
bol in the w o rke rs ’ s truggle 
fo r a decent l iv in g  standard. 
“ He is our unknown s o ld ie r,"  
said G eldm an, and declared 
th a t B ergstrom  w il l  take his 
place alongside H enry  Ness 
and John B e lo r, labor m a rty rs  
k ille d  by the police in the 1934 
tru ck  s tr ike .

“ We m ust strugg le  not only 
to repeal the vic ious W oodrum 
re lie f b i l l . ”  said G eldm an, 
“ B u t we m ust also bu ild  fo r  a 

(Contfuaed on Page 4)

MONKEYS WELL 
FED WHILE 
JOBLESS STARVE

Relief for Humans Is 
Slashed —  Monkeys' 
Conditions Improved

I______ !

( Sp e c ia l  to the S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l )
ST. LO U IS , MO.—The jobless 

here envy the monkeys. Last 
week they read in the local 
press th a t: “ The new $70,000 
m onkey house a t the St. Louis 
Zoo is nearing  com pletion, and 
in  a few  weeks the ch im pan­
zees, go rillas , and orang-utans 
w il l  move into its  spacious and 
w ell-o rdered q u a rte rs .”

The monkeys w ill be w ell- 
housed and w ell-fed but not so 
th e ir  c iv ilize d  “ descendants," 
the unemployed w orkers and 
th e ir ch ild ren . On top o f wage 
cuts and discharges fo r W. P. 
A. w orkers, the same d a y ’s 
paper reported a d ras tic  reduc­
tion  in home re lie f a llo tm ents 

(Continued on Page 2)

Communist Party 
Hatchetmen at Work

The C om m unist P a rty  
hatchetm en are as good as 
th e ir word.

They warned A r t h u r  
Thom as, secre ta ry  o f the 
N ational M a r it im e  U nion in  
the G u lf, th a t i f  he d id n ’t  toe 
the P a rty  line  th e y ’d have 
h im  p icked up by the im m i­
g ra tion  au thorities .

Thom as d id n ’t  heed. He 
spoke fo r a m em bersh ip  out­
raged by the conduct o f the 
tanker s tr ike . . . .

Now he ’s in  ja il ,  fingered  
by Joe C urran  and Steve 
H a rty  to the im m ig ra tio n  o f­
fic ia ls , and m ay be deported 
fo r i lle g a l en try .

(Reprinted from “ West 
Coast Sailors,” July 13, of­
ficial organ of Sailors Union 
of the Pacific.)

Few Workers Answer 
Call to Attend Patri­
otic Assembly

NEW  Y O R K, J U L Y  20—The 
S ta lin is t-contro lled  W orkers A l­
liance today ran a p a tr io tic  ra l­
ly  fo r the Roosevelt adm in is­
tra tio n  instead o f p lanning any 
serious action to force Congress 
and Roosevelt to abolish the 
Roosevelt-W oodrum S tarva tion  
Law .

H aving  assured the P resident 
tha t they were agreed th a t no­
body could s tr ike  aga inst the 
governm ent, and having speQf. 
the fifteen  days since the s tr ike  
broke out pouring cold w a te r 
oil the W. P. A. w orkers, the 
A lliance  leaders were scarce ly 
surprised to fin d  less than 1,000 
w orkers attend ing the “ demon-1 

iContinued on Page 3)

New Haven Cops Arrest Two 
A t Anti-Coughlin Meeting

{S p e c ia l  to the  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l )
NEW  H A V E N , Conn., J u ly  19 

—Two m em bers of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  were a r ­
rested last n igh t fo r p a rt ic ip a t­
ing  in the f i r s t  of a series of 
A nti-C oughlin  s tree t m eetings 
now in progress in  th is  c ity . 
The trum ped-up police charge 
is “ peddling w ith o u t a license” , 
and the two anti-fascists, A1 
Harde and R ay Robbins, are 
under the e xo rb itan t ba il of 
$300 each.

Despite th is v ic ious a tta ck  on 
the dem ocra tic  r ig h t of free 
speech by the cops, the plans 
fo r the second m eeting in the 
series went through w ithou t a

h itch  and hundreds of w orkers 
thronged to A sy lum  S treet to 
lis ten  to an ti-fasc is t spokes­
men.

The arrests were made Tues­
day n ig h t at the f i r s t  anti- 
Coughlin ra lly  to be held by 
any o rgan ization  on the streets 
oi New Haven. The m eeting 
had been going on fo r  m ore 
than an hour when the cops 
stepped up and arrested the 
speaker on the p la tfo rm , a fte r 
buying the pam phle t, “ F a the r 
Coughlin, F asc is t Dem agogue” , 
as evidence.

A t the police sta tion . R ay 
Robbins and A lb e rt Harde were 
treated like  bank robbers by 

(Continued on Page 2)

Lasser Publicly Pro­
claims Scab Role of 
Stalinist O utfit

By RAY ROBBINS
D avid  Lasser, p res iden t of 

the W orkers A lliance , chose 
M inneapolis, s to rm  center o f 
the nation-w ide W. P. A. s tr ike  
hu rricane , to go over openly 
and brazenly to a s tr ike -b re a k ­
ing position aga inst the W .P.A. 
s tr ike .

The W orkers A lliance , push­
ed in to  a t ig h t spot by the m il i ­
ta n t s tr ike  m ovem ent w hich be­
gan Ju ly  5 aga inst the Roose­
ve lt-W oodrum  S ta rva tion  Law , 
had then announced a one-day 
stoppage, se tting  the date fo r 
action fa r  in  the fu tu re —J u ly  
20— in the hope th a t the s tr ike  
would fo ld up before th a t date. 

Stalinist Camouflage 
Besides ac ting  as a phony 

cover fo r th e ir  an ti-s trike , pro- 
Roosevelt stand, the one-day 
stoppage proposal served the 
S ta lin is t leaders of the A lliance  
as a license to scab on a ll the 
other days of the s tr ike . 1 

B u t the s tr ike  d id n ’t  collapse. 
And the date fo r the stoppage, 
Ju ly  20, g rew  nearer.

Alliance Gets Cold Feet 
A lliance  leaders began to get 

a bad case of cold feet. T h e ir 
m aster, Roosevelt, had spoken 
sharp  words. “ You can ’t  s tr ike  
aga inst the governm ent.”  

Through the a g e n c y  of 
m outhpiece P res ident Lasser, 
the W orkers A lliance  showed 
its  true  colors—a s lim y , s tr ik e ­
b reak ing  yellow .

A rr iv in g  Sunday n igh t, Ju ly  
15, in  M inneapolis, s t r i k e  
stronghold, Lasser s ta rted  the 
s tr ike -b re a k in g  m achine going.

Belly-Crawling
F irs t, he sent a b e lly -c ra w l­

ing  te leg ram  to P res ident Roos­
evelt, o ffe ring  his services g ra ­
tis  as s trike -b reak ing  ch ie f in 

(Continued on Page 3)

New York Strike to Continue 
Full Blast Says Union Leader
Murray Statement 
On W PA  Strike

NEW  YO R K, Ju ly  18 — 
Thomas A. M u rra y , p res i­
dent o f the B u ild in g  and Con­
s truction  T rades Council, is ­
sued the fo llow ing  sta tem ent 
th is a fternoon:

“ We o f organized labor 
hold the fo llo w in g  tru th s  to 
be se lf-evident:

“ 1. T h a t no union m an is 
now, or has been since the 
beginning o f th is  stoppage, 
a t w ork  on any o f the 
W .P .A .’s construction  p ro j­
ects in the C ity  o f New Y o rk .

“ 2. T h a t no union m an 
w il l  ever resum e w ork  un­
less he is pa id a t the p re v a il­
ing  ra te  o f compensation.

“ 3. T h a t no sk illed  c ra fts ­
m an in even one -fiftie th  of 
the num bers needed can be 
obtained outside the ranks of 
organized labor.

“ 4. T h a t the hangars at 
N o rth  Beach w h ich  are now 
m ere steel skeletons and the 
o ther half-done pro jects 
th roughout the c ity  w il l  re ­
m a in  stand ing fo r  poste rity , 
as they are, like  the ru in s  o f 
ancient Rome, unless the au­
th o ritie s  change th e ir  m inds 
about the p rin c ip le  o f the 
p re va ilin g  wage.

“ 5. T h a t the people, in  the 
aggregate, w il l  no t p e rm it 
the au thorities , by th e ir  p ig ­
headed a ttitude  in  re fus ing  
to restore the p re va ilin g  ra te  
of pay. to have those p ro j­
ects, into w hich m illio n s  of 
do lla rs  have a lready been 
poured, le ft s tanding ex­
posed to the elements, un­
fin ished, w orth less, as a 
m onum ent to the fa c t th a t 
the elected representatives 
of the people, in  th is  year 
1939, d e libe ra te ly  and b ra ­
zenly refused to c a rry  out 
the w il l  of the overw he lm ing  
m a jo r ity  o f th e ir  constitu ­
ents .”

Declaring Union Resolve to Push the W.P.A. 
Strike Until Victorious, Murray Exposes 
Somervell's Statements as Made of Lies

By TO N Y CHAPM AN
N EW  \ rORK, July 20—The Executive Committee of the 

Building Trades Council unanimously resolved at its meeting 
yesterday “ to continue, with all the vigor at its command, to 
protest on all W .P.A. projects by refusing to work for the sub­
standard wage rate set up by Congress in the new W .P.A. A ct.” 

Answering local W .P.A. administrator Brehon Somervell’s

CHICAGO STRIKE 
OF SKILLED WPA 
LABOR GROWS

Union, However, Errs 
In Failing to Draw

assertions to the press that the 
“ damned strike” is on the 
wane, President M urray of the 
New York Building Trades 
Council declared:

“ It  is obvious, from the re­
ports received from o-ur busi­
ness representatives who are 
out in  the field getting inform a­
tion at firs t hand, that the 
statements of Colonel Somer­
ve ll, to the e ffe c t th a t he is get­
tin g  along w ith o u t union m e­
chanics, are abso lute ly and un­
q u a lif ie d ly  fa lse .”

Work at Standstill

Unskilled into Strike

(Special to the Socialist Appeal |
CHICAGO, J u ly  17 — The

A ll w ork on the m am m otn  
N o rth  Beach A irp o r t rem ains 
a t a com plete s ta n d s till and 
other W .P .A. p ro jec ts  in  the 
c ity  are in a state o f d isorgan­
iza tion .

s tr ike  was slow in g e tting  on 
the w ay here ; bu t the B u ild in g  
T rades Council has now ca lled 
out a to ta l o f 6,000 sk ille d  w o rk ­
ers. I t  refuses to take any steps 
to ca ll out unsk illed  w orkers 
fro m  the p ro jects.

The sen tim en t of these un­
sk illed  is quite w e ll demon­
s tra ted  a t the huge sewer p ro ­
jects  on the South Side em ploy­
ing about 10,000 w orkers. The 
slowness o f the unions, p lu m b ­
ers, steam  fitte rs , e lec tric ians 
in ca llin g  out their, m em bers so 
irke d  the unsk illed  w orkers 
tha t they ca lled them  scabs, 
th rew  stones a t them , cracked 
severa l heads and chased them  

(Continued on Page 3)

The B u ild in g  Trades Council 
d ispatched te legram s a week 
and a h a lf ago to a ll Congress­
m en fro m  New Y o rk  C ity . A l­
though eleven Congressmen 
have a lready rep lied  fa vo ra b ly , 
s t i l l  to be heard fro m  is Con­
gressm an V ito  M arcanton io , 
d a rlin g  o f the S ta lin is ts  and the 
P res ident of the S ta lin is t-con­
tro lle d  In te rn a tio n a l La b o r De­
fense.

R e tu rn ing  fro m  N o rth  Beach 
A irp o rt Thursday afternoon, 
John J. B rennan, Secre tary- 
T re a su re r o f the B u ild in g  
Trades Council, reported th a t 
of the 23,000 men n o rm a lly  em ­
ployed on the p ro jec t, p icke t 
capta ins had counted on ly  1,500 

(Continued on Page 3)

Every Union Must Act to Defend 
The Minneapolis Trade Unions!

Thousands of Minnesota Workers 
Turn O ut for Bergstrom Funeral
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= By B. J. WIDICK
M a jo r concentra tion  po in t o f 

the C.I.O . organ iza tion  w ork in 
the next period is the pack ing­
house indus try .

T h is  was emphasized las t 
week by John L . L'wvis, speak­
ing in  Chicago, home of the 
‘ B ig  F l....r "  packers. A rm o u r, 
S w ift, W ilson and Cudahy.

There is a tw o fo ld  a im  in the 
C .I.O. concen ra tion  on th is  in ­
dustry . One is o rgan iza tiona l; 
the C .I.O  wants a rea l base in 
Chicago and th is  indus try . The 
other is p o iit ic a l; the C.I.O . 
wants a pow erfu l weapon to as­
sist i t  in  w inn ing  the fa rm e rs ’ 
support to the a im s of the 
C.I.O.

Terrible Conditions
Few industries in  A m erica  

have the notorious repu ta tion  
fo r te r r ib le  w o rk ing  conditions 
as the packing houses, especial­
ly  in the Chicago area. M any 
years ago Upton S inc la ir 
achieved in te rn a tio n a l fam e 
w ith  his devasta ting  expose of 
these conditions in  his novel, 
“ The Ju n g le ." . They haven 't 
changed much.

A basis fo r unionism  was a l­
ways present because of the 
ro tten  conditions. The A .F .L . 
d id n ’t succeed in the past, and 
the C .I.O. m uffed its big oppor­
tu n ity  tw o years ago because 
the S ta lin is ts  were in  com plete | 
charge of the packing house ■ 
cam paign.

One m ust add, however, th a t 
in  ce rta in  sections of the coun-1 
try , where the A .F .L . has p ro - . 
gressive leaders, they do have | 
good and s trong unions in pack- j 
ing  houses. In  Ohio, fo r exam ­
ple.

R ecently , the C.I.O . had a re ­
surgence in the packing  indus­
try . Top C .I.O. leaders have 
been d ire c tin g  the w ork . A na­
tiona l convention o f the P ack­
inghouse W orkers O rganiz ing 
C om m ittee was held in  Chica­
go.

Delegates fro m  94 local 
unions attended, and the P.W . 
G.C. c la im ed 78.000 out of the 
129.000 d ire c tly  em ployed m 
th is  indus try .

In  14 A rm o u r p lants, the P.W. 
O.C. has been ce rtif ie d  by the 
N ationa l Labor Relations 
Board as sole co llec tive  ba r­
ga in ing  agent. In  m ost of the 
Chicago p lan ts, there is a d is­
pute between the C .I.O. and the 
A .F .L . on the question of rep ­
resentation. N a tiona l La b o r Re­
la tions B oard  e lections probab­
ly  w il l  be used to settle  th is  
question .

Principal Demands
The p rin c ip a l C .I.O . demands 

in  the proposal fo r  a signed 
con trac t include fu l l  recogni­
tion o f the union, reduction  in 
the speedup, estab lishm ent of 
a p roper sen io rity  system , and 
the e lim in a tio n  of hea lth  haz­
ards. as w e ll as wage a d ju s t­
ments.

In  his speech, Lew is in d ica t­
ed a rea liza tion  of the need of 
w o rk ing  w ith  the fa rm e rs  in 
connection w ith  the packing 
house d rive . Just as m ilk  com ­
panies t r y  to p lay o ff the tru ck  
d rive rs  and the d a iry  produc­
ers. the m eat packers seek to 
d iv ide  those who w ork on the 
fa rm  and those who to il in  the 
packing houses.

I t  w il l  be a real job to o ffset 
(his device of the “ B ig  F o u r"  
packers.

C a lling  on Roosevelt to force 
the b ig  companies to sign 
agreem ents ind icates tha t Lew ­
is, urged on by the S ta lin is ts , 
s t i l l  has m any illus ions.

I t  seems a lm ost incred ib le  
th a t in  Chicago, w here the steel 
w orkers were m assacred be­
cause o f R oosevelt’s double- 
cross, the C.I.O . is prepared to 
bank on th is  same m an fo r as­
sistance.

Unless the C.I.O . adopts m ore 
re a lis tic  p lans, there  is a pos­
s ib il ity  th a t another “ L it t le  
S teel”  tragedy can occur. De­
pending on local o r state o ff i­
c ia ls  is ju s t as fa ta l. The same 
old gang th a t sent the Chicago 
k il le r  cops against the steel 
w orkers rem ains in  power.

Anti-Fascists Arrested 
At New Haven Meeting

Despite Police Persecution S.W.P. Branch 
Continues Fight Against Coughlin Fascism

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the cops. A ll th e ir personal pa­
pers were exam ined ca re fu lly .

F riends pu t up the e x tra va ­
gant ba il asked by the police 
and the w ell-know n labor la w ­
yer Jam es B e lfo rd . o ffered his 
o.-rvices to l ig h t the case in 

u rt.
W orkers T u rn  Out 

1 T v'.-> p e o jls  who ttended the
1 ’ ■ i ^ dvy  n ig h t m eeting and 
1 were w l nesses to the police in - 
i rfe rence  w ith  free speech,
■. ame again the next n ig h t and 
( listened to the speakers.

"W e are not in tim id a te d  or 
a fra id ,”  said the cha irm an  a t 
the s ta r t o f the m eeting. “ We 
are aw are o f our r ig h ts , and we 
mean to fig h t to keep them . 
The S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  is 
going fo rw a rd  w ith  its  f ig h t 
aga inst Coughlin fasc ism  de­
spite any and a ll a tta cks .”  

W orkers Defense Guards 
The need fo r the fo rm a tio n  of 

W orkers Defense G uards was 
the keynote of a ll speeches. The

desire of the w orkers of New 
Haven fo r  rea l action against 
the fascists could im m ed ia te ly  
be seen by the enthusiastic re ­
sponse. La rge  num bers of the 
Anti-C ough lin  pam ph le t were 
sold. And the em bryo of W ork­
ers Defense Guards appear­
ed fo r the f i r s t  tim e  on the 
streets of New Haven when 
young w orkers gave spontane­
ous assistance to the m eeting, 
guard ing  i t  aga inst hoodlum  a t­
tacks and m a in ta in in g  o rde r in  
the audience so th a t the police 
w ould not have a p re te x t fo r 
b reak ing  up the ra lly . M any of 
these young w orkers have a l­
ready tu rned in  th e ir names fo r 
the f ir s t  corps of W orkers De­
fense Guards.

The Coughlin m ovem ent is in ­
vad ing  the c ity , recen tly  open­
ing up a big headquarters in  
the center of the tow n and c a r­
ry in g  on the re g u la r sales of 
th e ir lite ra tu re  (w ithou t a l i ­
cense, you can bet) on the m ain 
streets.

INFO RM AL HOUSE
Box 245 Kerhonkson, N . Y.

(Near E llenvllle)
120 acres o f Greenland in the 
Catskills. 40 acres of pine fo r  
sunbathing; handball, ping pong, 
a rc h e ry ; swim m ing and horse­
back rkling n e a rb y ; dancing.

U N U S U A L L Y  LO W  R A T E S  
*18 W eekly $6 Weekend

Busses met a t station
Tel. Kerhonkson 118 R

Let the People 
Vote on War!

Lundeberg Raps 
Stalinist Trick

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

______________  By JAM ES B U R N H A M  _______________

IV

The Referendum and the Fight Against War
The basic reason why the great majority o l the people 

are in favor of the war referendum is because they are 
afraid a war is coming and they do not want a war. The 
hulk o f the people— the workers and farmers and teachers 
and professionals and small shop-keepers—know that they 
have nothing to gain and everything, from their lives to 
all o f their liberties, to lose from a war. They are looking 
for some way to stop the war, or at least put a big obstacle 
in its path. They Ixdieve that the popular referendum is 
the way in which the war can be stopped, since everyone 
knows that i f  the people had a free chance to decide, they 
would vote against participation in any war which is now 
or is likely to be on the horizon o f the United States.

A Democratic Demand
Revolutionary socialists, and their party, the Socialist 

Workers Party, do not think that a popular referendum 
can, in and by itself, stop war. We believe that modern 
wars spring from causes which are deep within the present 
capitalist system of society; and that to get rid of war per­
manently we shall have to remove those causes by over­
throwing capitalism and building in its place a free socialist 
society.

The Sixty Families and their agents who administer the 
government fo r them w ill go to war whatever laws are on 
the statute books. In  an article attacking the Ludlow bill, 
Walter Lippman once gave this cynically away: " I f  an 
American President,”  life wrote, “ wants to go to war, he 
can go no matter what the Ludlow amendment says.”

Nevertheless, we, as revolutionary socialists, fu lly  and 
firm ly support the demand for a popular referendum on 
war. We stand with the great majority of the people 
against the war-mongers and the war-makers. The pro­
posal for a war referendum is tru ly democratic, and re­
volutionary socialists favor every genuinely democratic 
process. The question of the war must he brought into the 
light of day! The people, in endorsing the war referendum, 
give expression to their hatred of the war and their wish 
to struggle against it. We share that hatred, and take 
our place in that struggle.

The light for the war referendum, whatever its lim ita­
tions, is unquestionably one powerful means of fighting 
against the war. This is shown plainly by the nature of 
the opposition to the referendum. The movement for the 
referendum finds itself at every stage in the sharpest con­
flict with the war-mongers. I f  there is still disagreement 
about the best means for fighting war, we can learn from 
the experience o f common struggle.

Upon Whom Shall We Rely?
One lesson can already l>e drawn from the experiences 

o f the movement for the war referendum. That lesson is 
that the “ official”  leaders of the movement, the Ludlows 
and LaFoIlettes, cannot be relied upon. They give lip 
service in speeches and at election time, hut they have al­
ready shown in practice that they cannot he counted on to 
carry the struggle through.

In the first place, they have not rallied the people behind 
them in a great popular wave that would sweep over the 
heads o f the opposition. They jockey around in the o f­
fices or committee rooms of Washington, and permit the 
war-mongers to file their hills away in dusty pigeon-holes. 
For such a cause as the war referendum, there is no hope in 
legalistic by-play at the top; strength can come only from 
the surging voice o f the people.

In the second place, they have tacked so many modifica­
tions onto the simple, clear demand fo r the referendum 
that they have warped it beyond recognition. W ith  all of 
Latin America, all United States possessions (including, 
no doubt all consulates and embassies, which are technic­
ally possessions, in every country) excluded not merely i f  
invaded but even at the immediate “ threat”  o f invasion, a

“ Have you stopped beating 
your w ife? Answ er yes or n o !”

Th is  old la w y e r’s tr ic k  was 
dug up by the S ta lin is ts  to use 
aga inst the m ilita n t leaders of 
the Sailors U nion of the P a c ific , 
on the occasion of the H a rry  
B ridges deporta tion hearings.

A stooge in troduced in to  the 
San F rancisco  m em bersh ip  
m eeting a reso lu tion to have 
the union go on record fo r sus­
pending “ any o ff ic ia l o f the 
S.U.P. th a t sha ll te s tify  aga inst 
H a rry  B ridges a t his fo rth co m ­
ing hearing  on deporta tion  
charges.”  Have you stopped 
beating your w ife? Answer yes 
or no !

Lundeberg ’s Answer
H a rry  Lundeberg, m ilita n t 

secre ta ry -treasu re r of the S a il­
ors U nion o f the P a c ific , an­
swered th is  s lim y  tr ic k  w ith  the 
fo llow ing  sta tem ent w h ich  the 
m em bersh ip  ordered published 
in “ West Coast S a ilo rs ”  of J u ly  
13. a fte r they had voted down 
the S ta lin is t reso lu tion :

"T he  in troduc tion  of th is  p ro ­
posed resolution is an in su lt 
both to the m em bersh ip  and 
the o ffic ia ls  of the S.U .P. I t  is  
an a ttem p t on the p a rt of the 
ru th o r to continue aga inst the 
S.U.P. o ffic ia ls  the s lim y  s lan­
der cam paign waged by the 
C.P. hangers-on fo r  the past 
two years in  connection w ith  
the deporta tion proceedings 
.'.gainst B ridges.

"T o  m y ce rta in  knowledge no 
o ff ic ia l of the S.U.P. has ever 
been connected in any way, 
shape or fo rm  w ith  the deporta­
tion case o f B ridges. . . .

Opposes D eporta tion
“ I  also w an t to state fo r the 

record th a t so fa r  as deporting  
B ridges is concerned I  am  op­
posed to it— in m y op in ion a 
m an who cannot show a c lear 
s tr ike  record in 1921, so fa r  as 
the seam en’s s tr ikes  are con­
cerned, and a m an who has 
been a known and bold enem y 
of the S.U .P. to the exten t of 
w a lk ing  th rough S.U.P. p icke t 
lines, is a raL—but Union Labo r 
should take care of these k ind  
of b irds—and w il l—and they 
should not a tte m p t to make a 
phoney ‘ labor m a r ty r ’ o f h im  
by ho ld ing p ink-tea governm ent 
irq u ir ie s  regard ing  deporting  
h im .

“ In c id e n ta lly , w h ile  the corn- 
ra ts scream  th e ir h igh heads 
o ff about the deporta tion  of 
H a rry  B ridges, a t the same 
tim e  in  New O rleans, in an 
in te r-un ion  f ig h t between two 
groups o f N .M .U . men, Joe C ur­
ran  and Steve H a rty  p u t the 
fin g e r on A rth u r Thom as, sec­
re ta ry  o f the N .M .U . in  the 
G u lf, and had h im  p icked up 
by im m ig ra tio n  au thorities  be­
cause he is ‘ i l le g a lly ’ in  the 
c o u n try .”

Another Vicious Swipe 
At Chicago’s Jobless

"Economy Drive" Hits Needy W hile W ard- 
Heelers, Politicians Draw Fat Salaries

By S. B. G R ANT
{S p e c ia l  to  the  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l )
CHICAGO—A t the behest of 

Chicago businessmen a new 
system  of w o rk  re lie f is being 
ins ta lled . E ve ry  able-bodied 
m an ithey  don 't te ll us who is 
going to decide his fitness) w ill 
be com pelled to w ork  fo r every 
cent in  excess of fifte e n  do lla rs  
in  his m on th ly  budget. He w ill 
be paid f i f ty  cents an hour. A 
m an whose fa m ily  receves th i r ­
ty  do lla rs w ill thus have to 
w ork  th ir ty  hours. In  other 
words he w ill have to repay the 
c ify  fo r the r ig h t to s ta rve .

Leo M . Lyons, head of the 
Chicago R e lie f A dm in is tra tion  
has not ye t g iven fu l l  deta ils 
concerning the type of w ork  he 
wants re lie fe rs  to do, bu t he has 
ind ica ted  th a t they w il l  do 
clean-up and scavenging labor 
—washing g r im y  s tree t signs, 
p ick in g  up a fte r the well-to-do. 
F ro m  now on the on ly d if fe r ­
ence between c lien ts  and chain- 
gang v ic tim s  is th a t the boys 
on the chain gang have m ore 
se cu rity  — are be tte r clothed 
end fed.

Th is  la test knife-in-the-back 
is p a rt ic u la r ly  v ic ious because 
i t  prevents the unemployed 
fro m  supplem enting th e ir  s ta r­
va tion  handouts by p ick ing  up 
the few m iserab le  odd jobs th a t 
in m any cases have thus fa r 
kept them  going.

Case W orkers F ire d
E verybody knows, fu r th e r­

m ore, th a t the R e lie f A d m in is ­
tra tio n  is reducing  its  s ta ff. D is ­
m issa l notices fo r 15 percent of 
the c le rica l w orkers and 25 per 
cent of the professional s ta ff 
are now in the m a il. E v e ry ­
th ing  is being conducted in the 
da rk . Nobody knows who is go­
ing  to be la id  o ff, o r on w hat 
basis. Th is  la y o ff is going to 
m ake th ings a hundred tim es 
tougher both fo r the rem a in ing  
case w orkers  and the re lie f su f­
fe rers. Even under fo rm e r con­
d itions, i t  was not unusual fo r a 
case w orke r to have a “ load ”  
of over tw o hundred. A tten tion  
to in d iv id u a l cases was im pos­
sible. Now the s ick, the c r ip ­
pled and the helpless w il l  be in  
a fie rc e r ja m  than ever. I t  w il l 
take even longer to get help 
and atten tion . And as fo r  the 
discharged w orkers, m ost of 
them  w il l  have to app ly  fo r re ­
lie f them selves.

A ll these ducky re fo rm s are 
a d ire c t resu lt o f the cam paign 
pu t on by the businessmen and 
th e ir jo u rn a lis tic  p rostitu tes to 
m ake the c h a r ity  ra cke t m ore 
“ e ff ic ie n t” . There are p len ty  of 
reasons to suspect th a t econ­
om y is not the on ly  considera­

tion. M any businessmen are of 
(he opinion th a t the unem ployed 
have to be taugh t obedience 
and d o c ility , have to be taugh t 
to lic k  g ra te fu lly  the hand th a t 
tosses them  th e ir  d a ily , w o rm y 
food.

Bloodhounds
The d rive  fo r e ffic iency  goes 

on in a hot search fo r “ fra u d s ”  
r.r.d m istakes in budgeting. 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  bloodhounds 
known as auditors have been 
h ired  a t $150 a m onth to s n iff 
out m istakes in add ition  made 
by case w orkers. No case where 
the c lie n t was ge tting  too lit t le  
lias yet been reported.

When the Social W orkers 
Union (a ffilia te d  w ith  the 
State, County a lid  M un ic ipa l 
W orkers of A m erica , a ll fixed  
up w ith  Labo r's  N onpartisan 
League, s tr ikes  100 per cent 
fo rb idden in its  con trac t) t im ­
id ly  suggested tha t these aud i­
tors be la id  o ff the A d m in is tra ­
tion  fu r io u s ly  said no.

And w h ile  the economy d rive  
goes on, and w h ile  the T ribune  
d a ily  raises its  snout to howl 
th a t the poor and the social 
w orkers are in  a conspiracy to 
destroy A m erica , the w ard 
heelers, so ft job holders, cheap 
crooks, p o lit ica l tapew orm s, s it 
around w ith  th e ir bellies in 
the ir laps d raw ing , in  sa laries 
and g ra ft, the money th a t be­
longs to the unemployed.

A LETTER 
FROM POLAND

clever statesman could find a way o f maintaining that the 
referendum could never apply.

In order to bring the proposal back to its clear original 
form, and to put it on the most solid foundation, three 
changes in the current versions are necessary:

(1 ) It should call fo r a direct, popular, referendum 
vote in the case o f any and all wars. This is the only safe­
guard. H istory has shown that diplomats in each and 
every country are always able to claim that any war into 
which their nation enters is a “ defensive”  war. Calling a 
war defensive is only a way of try ing to make it look re­
spectable. The people who should decide whether to fight 
a war, are also the ones to decide whether or not a given 
war is defensive.

(2 ) The referendum decision should be required not 
merely prior to any declaration o f war, but prior to the use 
o f any o f the armed forces o f the United Stales in any 
armed conflict whatsoever. Nowadays wars are some­
times not “ declared” , but undeclared wars can be just as 
destructive as any others. The point is for the people to 
decide not only the partly formal question o f the declara­
tion o f war, but the concrete question of the war itself, ■ 
which means armed conflict.

(3 ) In the war referendum, the right to vote should be 
given to all o f the age of 18 and over. Those who are 18 
and over are called upon to die in the war, are drafted. 
I f  they are old enough to fight in the war, they are old 
enough to vote on the question o f entering it.

The people want the war referendum. That is the un­
challenged fact. What must be done is for the people them­
selves to take the fight fo r the referendum into their own 
hands. Nothing has been or w ill be done by waiting fo r 
Congressmen and Senators. The issue of the referendum 
must be brought into every trade union, farm organization 
and farmers’ cooperative, every fraternal society and club 
and youth group. Rallies, petitions, speeches, meetings, 
canvassings must gather the already vast but unorganized 
support o f the referendum into a powerful, united force. 
Before the assembled might o f the people, the secret diplo­
mats, the star-chamber heroes, the war-mongers and their 
fellow conspirators, w ill be routed into the open and com­
pelled to give their accounting.

Let the people decide!
(The end)

Grodno, Poland, 
June 20th, 1939

"W e have lived  th rough  a 
n igh tm a re  in the la s t two 
weeks. The governm ent im ­
posed a w a r loan. F ro m  the 
Jew ish com m un ity  of ou r town 
(about f i f t y  thousand people) 
one m illio n  zlotys (equ iva len t 
to $200,000) were demanded 
w ith in  five  days. B u t no such 
sum  could be collected w ith in  
th is  period and a pena lty  o f an 
add itiona l q u a rte r o f a m illio n  
zlotys was imposed. A c itizens ’ 
com m ittee  was fo rm ed , i t  taxed 
every  la s t person to the u tm ost 
and s t i l l  the requ ired  sum  could 
not be gotten together. Another 
pena lty  was imposed by the au­
th o ritie s  on top o f the f i r s t  one. 
People w alked around like  in  a 
daze, they c ried , im p lo red , 
som e.becam e h ys te rica l, a few  
fa in ted . . . I t  was no use. The 
en tire  Jew ish com m un ity  was 
threatened w ith  banishm ent, 
w ith  concentra tion  cam ps i f  the 
dem anded sum  was not p ro ­
duced. (G rodno lies in  the m i l i ­
ta ry  zone). F in a lly  1,333,000 
zlotys was collected. T h is  was 
acceptable to the au thorities . 
E ve ry  last person fro m  the 
well-to-do to the poorest paid. 
People sold th e ir las t belong­
ings — sew ing m achines, bed­
d ing . cha irs  were p iled in  the 
m a rke t auction place.

“ And today came the demand 
to pay fo r the gas masks w hich 
the governm ent d is tribu ted  
some tim e  ago. . . How ve ry  
d if f ic u lt  i t  is to live  these 
days! ’ ’

Scissorbill Sam Acts 
His Part, But Fails 
To Spike Militancy

( Special to the Socialist A ppeal)
H UTCHINSO N, K a n s a s  — 

“ Scissorb ill Sam, the bosses’ 
m a n ,”  is som etim es born th a t 
w ay, bu t m ostly  he ’s made by 
a lit t le  ca re fu l groom ing.

Take, fo r  instance, Donald F. 
Dunn, a fo rem an on a W. P. A. 
p ro jec t here. Occasional news 
stories in  the  paper pra ised 
h im  fo r  his “ in d u s try ”  and 
“ lo y a lty "  and “ p a tr io t is m .”  
Then the Sunday paper gave 
h im  a half-page s to ry  w ith  p ic ­
tu res about how he had b u ilt 
h im se lf a house out o f scraps 
and junk . I t  was a good job. 
I t  m ade a Scissorb ill Sam out 
of h im .

A cts H is P a rt
So tha t when the W. P . A. 

s tr ik e  cam e along, Dunn was 
a ll p rim ed  to g ive the papers 
w ha t they w anted. “ Th is  th ing  
of o rgan iz ing  the re lie f w orkers 
is a ll w rong ,”  said Dunn, and 
ha said lots m ore w hich the 
pa-per g la d ly  p rin ted .

B u t in  spite of S cissorb ill 
Sam and the paper, there is  a 
lo t of resentm ent and m ilita n t 
fee ling  here.

A few  weeks ago when the 
c ity  closed down the a irp o rt W. 
P . A . p ro je c t fo r  la ck  o f funds, 
a band of W. P . A. w orkers  led

ON T H E  W .P .A . D IS T R IB U ­
T IO N  FR O N T:

The W .P.A. s tr ike  is s t i l l  go­
ing s trong and so is the mass 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f the Appeal to 
he s tr ike rs .

The Rochester, D e tro it, C le­
ve land, St. Lou is, E as t St. 
Louis, etc. branches a ll took 
ex tra  bundles o f the las t issue.

B ranches m ust send in  th e ir 
ex tra  orders in  advance—by 
a irm a il o r by te leg ram —so as 
to assure p rom pt d e live ry .

*  *  *

TH E  BRAN CH ES A T  W O R K:
“ We are going to w ork  im ­

m ed ia te ly  on a system atic  sub 
d rive  here and w an t to get the 
m ost com plete file  o f exp ired 
subs you have ava ilab le . Th is 
tim e  we prom ise a c tio n !” —E l 
Booth, new lite ra tu re  agent of 
San F rancisco .

“ We are beginning to sell the 
Appeal in  the streets, and we 
are also p repa ring  a p rin ted  
le a fle t on the Appeal. I  am  sure 
th a t in  the fu tu re  we sha ll be 
able to m eet our b ills  as they 
come a long”  — Sol Thom as, 
P h ilade lph ia  agent.

New Y o rk  C ity  is beginning 
to get resu lts  on its  cam paign 
fo r renew al subscrip tions. U n­
der the able d irec tion  o f com ­
rade M ilt  “ S w ach im e”  A lv in , 
com rades are v is it in g  a ll 
names on the lis ts  o f exp ired 
subscrip tions and ge tting  re ­

newals.
*  *  *

A STAN D IN G  O F F E R  
TO BR AN C H ES:

The Appeal is a lw ays ready 
to send sam ple copips to lis ts  
of contacts supplied by branch 
lite ra tu re  agents. I t  has been 
our po licy  to do th is  a ll along 
and we w ant to continue.

Just send in  you r lis ts  to the 
M anager and the sam ple copies 
w ill be m a iled  ou t—w ith  no cost
to the branches.

*  *  *

H e re ’s the l is t  o f new subs 
th a t came In du ring  the week: 

N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y  12
Massachusetts ...............   6
M in n e a p o lis .....................  6
Chicago .........................  5
C a lifo rn ia  3
P ennsylvan ia  3
Ind iana    2
W ashington ................ 1
Fore ign  .............................  1
D e tro it ...............................  I
W isconsin .........................  1
W ashington, D. C ...........  1

T o t a l ................................ 42
*  *  *

John M alone is ta k in g  a bun­
dle of 35 per issue w h ile  cover­
ing the W .P .A . s tr ik e  in  Strea- 
to r, I llin o is .

The new branch established 
by our Canadian com rades in 
C a lgary , A lta ., is a lready  ta k ­
ing  a sm a ll bundle o f Appeals.

WORKERS’  FORUM
T H E  U NIO N S A N D  T H E  
U N S K IL L E D  W O R KER  
ON W .P.A.
E d ito r:

I  w an t to say a couple of 
th ings about the tough spot a 
lo t of com m on labore rs  on 
W .P .A . like  m yse lf are being 
pu t on by th is  W .P .A . s tr ike  
now going on.

On m y p ro je c t I  ta lked  to a 
io t o f the other labore rs  and 
exp la ined w hat was the mean­
ing  of the s tr ike  and w hy the 
sk illed  laborers w alked o ff and 
th a t i t  is our f ig h t too, because 
they have cu t our p re va ilin g  
wage too, and they are m aking  
us w ork 9 hours a m onth more 
and they are going to cu t our 
m on th ly  pay p re tty  soon too.

When i t  is explaned to  them , 
the labore rs  understand the 
whole th ing  too. because they 
are not dum m ies ju s t because 
they do on ly  com m on labor 
w ork. B u t these are the ques­
tions they ask: “ Then w hy 
don’t  the A .F .L . ask us to come 
o ff the job  too?”  Th is  is a 
hard  question to answer so they 
w il l  be sa tis fied . We are w il l ­
ing  to come o ff and help them  
w in, one w o rke r says, bu t w ill 
they be w illin g  to help us? 
“ How is i t  th a t they don’t  w an t 
to take us in to  the A .F .L .? ”  
Another w o rke r said sure, we 
are w illin g  to help them  but 
a fte r th is  is a ll over, where do 
we stand? Is  the A .F .L . going 
to p ro tec t us too like  the sk illed  
labor o r w il l  i t  leave us ho ld­
ing  the bag w ith o u t any p ro ­
tection?

T h a t is w ha t I  w ant to em ­
phasize. A good m any la b o r­
ers w an t to help, bu t the A .F .L . 
isn ’t  asking them , and they 
don’t  w an t to organize in to  the 
independent unem ployed o r­
ganizations because they feel 
these don’t  have the power and 
pro tection  of the A .F .L . So 
they don’t know w ha t to do.

The b ig th ing  th a t ought to 
come out of th is  s tr ike  should 
be the A .F .L . beg inn ing to o r­
ganize the W .P.A. com m on la ­
bor even i f  they don’t  have the 
money fo r h igh  dues.

Y ours tru ly ,
A W .P .A . W O R KER . 

N ew ark, N . J.

F .D .R .’S P O LIC Y  W OULD 
W R EC K U N IO N  BASIS
E d ito r :

I  have ju s t fin ished  reading 
the c u rre n t issue. No. 51. of 
the Appeal. I t  is one o f the 
best so fa r . C lear, inc is ive , 
and w ith  exce llen t coverage, 
and a sw e ll f i r s t  page. I t  seems 
to me, though, th a t the Appeal 
has m issed up in  perhaps the 
m ost im p o rta n t fa c to r in  the 
W .P.A. mess. The present 
d rive  is p r im a r i ly  fo r  the p u r­
pose of com p le te ly  destroy ing  
the unions by w reck ing  th e ir 
fundam enta l basis, the union 
wage. (The c a p ita lis t press to 
confuse the issue ca lls  i t  the 
p re va ilin g  wage.) A secondary 
and qu ite  inc iden ta l aspect o f 
the W .P.A. w reck ing  d rive  is 
th a t an enorm ous mass o f la ­
bor w il l  be th row n on the m a r­
ke t to fu r th e r depress wages. 
A ll th is , of course, is p a r t o f 
F ra n k lin  “ M y F riennnnds”

by a m an nam ed W. P. G old­
ing  p u t the heat on the c ity  
com m ission so w e ll th a t they 
“ reconsidered”  the shutdown, 
ra ised the necessary funds by a 
qu ick  action  bond issue and p u t 
the m en back to w o rk  pronto.

R oosevelt’s w ar preparedness 
steam  ro lle r. T rue , the Appeal 
has m entioned a ll th is  bu t only 
in c id e n ta lly  and has g iven it  
only ve ry  m ino r prom inence 
whereas i t  should be the other 
w ay around.

I  fig u re  i t  th is  way. In  o rde r 
to be a successful and pow er­
fu l p a rtic ip a n t in  the com ing 
s laughte r, the A m erican  ow n­
ing class have to accum ulate  
as ra p id ly  as possible a tre ­
mendous am ount of w a r m ate ­
r ia l,  ju s t as the B r it is h  ow ning 
class, the Ita lia n  ow ning class, 
e tc., are doing. As usual, John 
Q. W orker, is the goat. John 
Q. W orker has to be squeezed 
and squeezed and squeezed.

B u t there  is an obstacle in  
the way. John Q. W orker has 
got h im se lf a union and a un­
ion wage and the owners can ’t 
QHt his pay so th a t they can 
buy m ore gunpowder as easily  
as they m ig h t like . So they 
look around and look around 
and f in a lly  decide to c a ll on 
th e ir  pals in  the governm ent 
fo r help. A p re tty  l it t le  scheme 
is cooked up. The governm ent 
has a W .P .A . and th rough  i t  
the p rin c ip le  of the union wage 
w il l  be smashed in  a b ig  way. 
Lots o f p u b lic ity , etc., so the 
lesson w il l  s ink  deep.

Then w ith  the p rin c ip le  
smashed, the ow ning class 'fr ill 
be able to do w ha t they  wanted 
to do in the f i r s t  p lace, nam ely 
cu t wages so they can tu rn  the 
d iffe rence in to  guns, etc. To 
help the cam paign along, the 
union wage is ca lled the p re ­
va ilin g  wage. And John Q. 
W orker has his wages cu t (the 
18 m onths business) to  help 
h im  fo rg e t the re a l issue, the 
w reck ing  o f the backbone of his 
union, the w reck ing  of the  un­
ion wage. The ro le  o f the S ta l­
in is ts  in  try in g  to whitewash 
“ M y F riennnnnds”  by b lam ing  
the Tories is obvious to John Q. 
W orker whose backside te lls  
h im  who re a lly  is de live ring  
the k icks.

I  should ve ry  m uch like  to 
see the Appeal g ive th is  the 
prom inence and a tten tion  i t  de­
serves.

JO H N  FISHO RT.

MONKEYS WELL FED, 
JOBLESS STARVE

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
to the 22,037 on the ro lls . F o r 
the m onth of J u ly  they are to 
rece ive an average o f $3.31 
each fo r food, 11 cents fo r  ren t 
and noth ing  a t a ll fo r  c lo th ing, 
the sm a lles t appropria tions 
here in  any m onth  since a pub­
l ic  re lie f agency was set up in  
1933. F u rth e r reductions are 
expected in  A ugust and subse- 
sequent months, accord ing  to 
John K . R ow land, loca l Social 
S ecu rity  A d m in is tra to r.

R e lie f g ran ts to non-citizen 
fa m ilie s  w il l  be discontinued. 
A bout 800 add itiona l fa m ilie s  
w ith  one m em ber c lass ified  as 
“ em p loyab le ”  w il l  be rem oved 
fro m  the ro lls  a fte r ge tting  a 
fin a l g ra n t of food fo r two 
weeks. There is p ra c t ic a lly  no 
like lihood  o f these persons get­
tin g  on W. P. A. o r in  p riva te  
in d u s try .

Buy the Socialist Appeal 
at Your Newsstand
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SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
Taxes and the New Deal

T axa tion  is a no toriously d u ll sub ject. S tu ffy  
R epublican jou rna ls  p r in t lengthy a rtic les  
about i t .  bu t the le ft-w ing  press ra re ly  gives 
any a ttep tion  to the sub ject. Th is would seem 
to be a g rea t m istake, fo r of a ll the tr ic k s  in 
the bag o f th a t m aster shell-gam e po litic ian . 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt, o f a ll his ingenious de­
vices fo r foo ling  the masses, taxa tion  is in 
some ways the m ost e ffective .

A recent G a llup  po ll found tha t one out of 
every fo u r persons asked ac tua lly  thought he 
paid no taxes a t a ll. No less than 71% o f these 
persons who thought they paid no taxes said 
they were fo r Roosevelt—-as aga inst 54% of 
those \yho knew they were paying  taxes. In  
other w or<ls. the less a c itizen knows about 
taxa tion , the be tte r he likes the New Deal.

There is a general im pression, especially 
among the lower incom e groups, tha t the New 
Deal “ soaks the r ic h ” , th a t i t  has been re d is ­
tr ib u tin g  na tiona l purchasing power by co llec t­
ing  taxes fro m  corpora tions and m illio n a ire s  
and spreading these b illions  out over the fa rm ­
ers, w o rke rs , unem ployed. A c tu a lly , the New 
Deal has financed its spending program s not 
by heavy taxes on the r ic h —as, fo r exam ple, 
the B r it is h  G overnm ent has been doing ever 
since the w ar — bu t by se lling  G overnm ent 
bonds and notes to the banks. Th is  amounts 
to postponing the whole question as to w hat 
class sha ll pay fo r  the New D ea l’s social re- 
fo r ip s , since the bonds w il l  not have to be paid 
o ff fo r  m any years.

B u t th is  is ju s t the beginn ing of the story.
M ost of those who to ld  the G a llup  in ve s ti­

gators they paid no taxes were earn ing  $20 a 
week or less. C alcu la tions show th a t a person 
getting  $20 a week pays taxes today o f no less 
than $100 a year—o r five  weeks' pay. The re a ­
son, of course, these people thought they were 
not being taxed was th a t they pa id  no incom e 
taxes o r other d ire c t taxes. The jo ke r in  the 
deck, the elusive pea under the shell tha t 
F ra n k lin  D. m an ipu la tes so c le ve rly , is “ h id ­
den”  taxa tion  levied on consum ption: sales 
taxes, tobacco, liq u o r, gasoline, and a thou­
sand and one other taxes.

The w a rtim e  taxes on am usem ents, p lay ing  
cards, e tc., f i r s t  awakened leg is la to rs  to th is  
rich  m ine of revenue. Consum ption taxes have 
tw o g rea t advantages: they bear m ost heav ily  
on the masses, and hence are popu lar w ith  the 
ru lin g  class; and yet, extorted  in  d rib le ts  of 
pennies and usua lly  w ith o u t the consum er be­
ing  aw are of them , they awaken no g rea t pop­
u la r p ro test.

Pennies become do lla rs  ve ry  fast, however, 
in th is  gam e. The N orthw este rn  N a tiona l L ife  
Insurance Co. has published a tab le  of 
in d ire c t taxes pa id  by an average fa m ily  l iv ­
ing  on $150 a m onth ($1800 a y e a r ) :

M onth ly  Taxes Taxes 
Ite m  Budget ($) (%)
Food $43.50 $3.39 7.8
Shelter ...................  30.00 7.83 26.1

C loth ing .............  16.00 1.52 9.5
Fuel, L i g h t ............  11.00 1.07 9.7
A utom obile  14.75 3.00 20.3
R ecreation  ...........  3.00 .31 10.3
L ife  Insu r. 5.00 .18 3.5
Sundries. M isc. 26.75 2.92 10.9

M on th ly  T o ta l: $150.00 $20.22 13.5
Annua l T o ta l: $1300.00 $241.64 13.5

Corporations: $ 1,300,000,000—  
Consumers: $3,400,000,000

O f the $14,200,000,000 taxes collected by lo ­
cal, state and nationa l governm ents las t year, 
no less than $8,000,000,000 was in  the fo rm  of 
these hidden, in d ire c t taxes. (The N ationa l 
Consumers T ax  C om m ission, as reported  in 
the N. Y. T im es of June 19, las t.) I t  is true  
th a t local and state governm ents have made 
even g rea te r use of these “ h idden”  taxes than 
has the New D eal, bu t F .D .R . is lea rn ing  
fast.

In  W orkers Age of June 24 last, Cecil Owen, 
p u b lic ity  d ire c to r fo r  L a b o r’s N on-Partisan 
League, pointed out th a t in  1929 corporations 
paid $1,200,000,000 in Federa l taxes w h ile  con­
sum ers pa id  $1,000,000. In  1938, a fte r s ix  years 
of New Deal “ re fo rm ” , corpora tions paid 
$1,300,000,000 and consumers $3,400,000,000. 
T rue , corpora tions pay less today because they 
are taxed on p ro fits  and p ro fits  are less than 
in 1929.

B u t the po in t is  th a t the New Deal has ra ised 
the ra tes of taxa tion  on business v e ry  l it t le . 
F o r a ll the o u tc ry  about the und is tribu ted  p ro f­
its  tax , i t  produced a m ere $75,000,000 a year 
and the e ffec t of its  recent repeal by Congress 
has been p ra c tic a lly  n il e ithe r on business or 
on Federa l revenues. On the other* hand, the 
New Deal has p iled  on the hidden taxes to a 
tow ering  to ta l. Tobacco and liq u o r alone las t 
year y ie lded a lm ost as m uch revenue as the 
en tire  co rpora tion  tax.

B u t the rea l d iscovery of F ra n k lin  D . is the 
p a y ro ll tax  now being collected under the p re ­
tense of se tting  up a “ reserve fu n d ”  fo r  the 
old age and unem ploym ent insurance p ro v i­
sions of the Social S ecurity  A c t. As oJhn T. 
F lyn n  dem onstra ted in  “ The Social S ecurity  
Reserve S w ind le” , an exce llen t a rt ic le  th a t 
recen tly  appeared in  H arpers, these p a y ro ll 
taxes are ac tua lly  being used to pay the c u r­
re n t expenses o f the F edera l governm ent, and 
the “ rese rve ”  idea is a g igan tic  hoax and 
fra u d . The sw ind le  is so barefaced, indeed, 
th a t the New D eal has been forced to back 
down a b it: Congress recen tly  was fo rced, by 
m ounting  pub lic  protests, to low er the ra te  of 
these taxes. The da ring  and scope o f th is  p a r­
t ic u la r b it o f shell-gam e New D eal po litics  
can be grasped i f  one rem em bers th a t las t 
year these p a y ro ll taxes yie lded no less than 
$1,500,000,000, p ra c tic a lly  a ll o f w h ich  was a t 
once spent fo r c u rre n t governm enta l expenses. 
And the ra tes, even a fte r the recen t low ering , 
are adjusted so th a t th is  sum w il l  increase 
g rea tly  in  the next few  decades.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR -

O U T OF TH E  PAST
—  By EMANUEL GARRETT

W IL L IA M  H. SYLVIS  
\ Nov. 26, 1828-Ju ly  27, 1869)

The C iv il W ar ne a rly  w recked the union 
m ovem ent, dec im a ting  its  m em bersh ip , sus­
pending its  a c tiv itie s . E ve ryw here , bosses un­
dertook an organized offensive aga inst labor 
standards

Y et, out of th is period of depression in  the 
union m ovem ent grew  the f i r s t  g rea t advance 
tow ards a na tiona l o rgan iza tion  of labor. The 
m ap who accom plished th is  was W illia m  H. 
S ylv is. the f ir s t  g rea t leader of A m erican  la ­
bor. He. fo r exam ple, saw the bosses’ gam e: 
“ To e ffec tua lly  sm other in  its  in fancy any d is­
position the men m ig h t have to fra te rn ize  . . . 
they comm enced to w ork  on th e ir  p re jud ices, 
a rra ig n in g  the representatives of one re lig ion  
or one nation aga inst those of another. . . .”

S ylv is had been born in  P ennsylvan ia  in to  a 
poor w agon-m akers fa m ily . The Depression of 
1837 had scattered his fa m ily  and he had be­
come an iro n  m oulder, w andering  fo r a tim e  
as a jou rneym an , then se ttling  down in  P h ila ­
delphia. Loca l s tr ikes  w ere frequen t in  the in ­
dustry . In  the course of a s tr ike  in  1857, S ylv is 
was elected shop secre ta ry . A fte r the s tr ike , 
he was elected reco rd ing-secre ta ry  o f the 
Iro n  M oulders union w hich had been organ­
ized in  1855 and w hich was destined to m ir ro r  
the trend  o f the labor m ovem ent—fro m  pure 
and s im p le  trade  union action, to p o lit ica l ac­
tion , to economic action again, etc. S ylv is , a l­
m ost on the heels o f his e lection, in troduced 
a reso lu tion  fo r a na tiona l convention o f iro n  
m oulders. When the ca ll fo r  the founding con­
vention o f the Iro n  M ou lders In te rn a tio n a l 
U nion, (P h ilade lph ia , 1859) was issued, he was 
one o f the tw o signers.

W ith  the C iv il W ar fa s t approaching, S ylv is 
was ac tive  in  the an ti-w a r m ovem ent w hich 
was then ve ry  w idespread. In  F e b ru a ry  of 
1861 he presided a t a na tiona l convention o f 
w orkers who were opposed to the w ar. H ow ­
ever, when the w a r had a c tu a lly  begun, S ylv is. 
as d id  m ost of the labo r leaders, supported 
the w a r.

The union had v ir tu a lly  gone to pot w ith  the 
outbreak of w ar. In  1863 i t  was reconvened, 
and S y lv is  was elected president. V iew ing 
trade union action as on ly  a ha lf-w ay m ea­
sure, usefu l so long as the wage system  lasted 
but incapable  of so lv ing  the basic prob lem s o f 
the wage earners, he in troduced in to  the union 
proposals w hich looked to the abo lition  o f the 
p ro f it  system . In  his 1864 repo rt he, among 
other th ings, recom m ended cooperative foun­
dries and a na tiona l trades assem bly w ith  an 
a ll-em brac ing  p rogram .

Such a body came in to  being in  1866 as the 
resu lt o f the “ Labo r Congress”  w hich m et in  
B a ltim o re  as the f i r s t  m eeting o f the N a tiona l 
Labor U nion. S y lv is  tw o years la te r  was 
elected president, and thus became the spokes­
m an o f 600,000 w orkers , the  la rges t organized 
labor fo rce  in  the coun try  up to th a t tim e . The

N .L .U . p rog ram  favored the fo rm a tio n  o f a 
labor re fo rm  p a rty , the 8-hour day, support 
o f the “ sew ing-wom en and daughters of to il 
in th is la n d ” .

In  the la s t days of the w ar and a fte r, the 
iron  in d u s try  m ade g igan tic  s trides, the Iro n  
M oulders union cam e to active  life , w inn ing  
wage increases fo r its  men, en forc ing  trade 
ru les, especia lly  w ith  reference to appren­
tices. To head o ff union action, the bosses 
tr ie d  to organize, bu t w e re n 't v e ry  successful. 
Sylv is, in  theory opposed to s tr ike  action, nev­
ertheless led some of the g rea t battles o f the 
A m erican  w o rk ing  class. In  1867 he led a nine 
m onth s tr ike  w hich was ended in defeat, the 
bosses a t th a t p a rt ic u la r tim e  being able to 
organize th e ir own forces, and the w orkers 
dra ined to exhaustion by the m any fin a n c ia l 
assessments.

However, the union ra llie d  and turned 
tow ards cooperation in  a b ig  w ay. “ A t la s t 
a fte r years of earnest e ffo rt and pa tien t w a it­
ing, and constant preaching, cooperation is 
tak ing  hold upon the m inds o f our m em bers, 
and in  m any places ve ry  l it t le  else is ta lked 
abou t.”  Cooperative foundries w hich Sylv is 
hailed as the “ beginning of a new e ra ”  were 
founded. The change effected was fo r  exam ple 
ind icated in  the union name w h ich  was 
changed to read, “ Iro n  M oulders In te rn a tio n a l 
Cooperative and P ro tec tive  Association.

For International Action
Where he was p a rt ic u la r ly  d istinguished 

fro m  the o rd in a ry  labor leaders of his day, 
was h is in te re s t in  in te rn a tio n a l o rganization. 
V ery  m uch in te rested  in  M a rx ’s F irs t  In te r ­
na tiona l. he fo r a long tim e  ca rr ie d  on a de­
ta iled  correspondence w ith  the leaders o f the 
In te rna tiona l. F o r exam ple, w a r between E ng ­
land and the U n ited  States was th rea ten ing  in  
I860. The secre ta ry  of the In te rn a tio n a l w rote 
h im  suggesting jo in t labor action fo r  peace. 
In  answer, S y lv is  w ro te : “ O ur cause is a com ­
mon one. I t  is wra r between poverty  and 
w ealth . . . Th is  m onied power is fa s t ea ting  up 
the substance o f the people. We have made 
w a r upon i t ,  and we m ean to w in  it .  I f  we can, 
we w il l  w in  th rough the b a llo t box; i f  not, then 
we shall reso rt to s te rner means. A l it t le  blood­
le ttin g  is som etim es necessary in  desperate 
cases” . A t his recom m endation, A. C. C am er­
on was sent by the N .L .U . to the 1869 con fe r­
ence of the F irs t  In te rn a tio n a l. And had he 
lived , i t  is qu ite  possible the o rgan iza tion  
would have been a ff ilia te d  to the In te rn a tio n a l.

As i t  happened, S ylv is  died in  the m idd le  of 
his career. He had led the f ir s t  m a jo r a ttem p t 
a t the na tiona l o rgan iza tion  o f labor, and even 
a im ed a t in te rn a tio n a l organ iza tion . N o t ve ry  
e ffec tive  in  ac tua l p rac tice  (the f i r s t  tru ly  
e ffective  na tiona l o rgan iza tion  was soon to  be 
created in  the K n igh ts  of L a b o r), i t  neverthe­
less prodded the aw akening labo r m ovem ent 
to a g rea t goal.

W .A .A . Leaders 
Self-Accused 
Strikebreakers

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the ranks of the W. P . A. 
s tr ike rs .

We quote w ord fo r w ord from  
th is  d isg race fu l docum ent: “ To 
avoid fu r th e r shooting innocent 
people by power d runk  reac­
tionaries, and to give Congress 
oppo rtun ity  to de libera te  re lie f 
law  changes in  atm osphere of 
ca lm  and reason, we are p o ll­
ing  na tiona l board W orkers A l­
liance on question te m p o ra rily  
ending a ll W. P. A. job stop­
pages in w hich we are concern­
ed,- inc lud ing  suspension one- 
day na tiona l W. P. A. pro test 
dem onstra tion planned fo r Ju ly  
20. W ORKERS A L L IA N C E  
HAS N E V E R  A N D  W OULD 
NOT S T R IK E  A G AIN ST T H E  
G O V E R N M E N T .”  (St. Paul P i­
oneer Press, Ju ly  16.)

Lasser added to th is  an ex­
p lic it  s ta tem ent as head of the 
A llia n ce : “ We are asking our 
board fo r a vote to ca ll o ff a ll 
m em bers engaged in  stoppag­
es. G enera lly  speaking, we 
have not been in  fa vo r of long 
s tr ikes . We fa vo r one or two 
day stoppages as a p ro te s t.”  

D a ily  W orker Forgets
The D a ily  W orker in  its  Ju ly  

18 issue reported th a t Lasse r’s 
M inneapolis s ta tem ent had 
been “ w e ll rece ived ” , bu t con­
ven ien tly  fo rge t to repo rt w hat 
he had said.

In  the J u ly  16 issue of the St. 
Paul P ioneer Press, Lasser is 
quoted as “ expressing the opin­
ion th a t the board w il l  give 
its  approva l to both proposals.”  
The proposals re fe rred  to are 
the one he o ffered, nam ely , to 
cancel a ll W. P. A. s tr ikes  in 
w h ich  m em bers of the W ork­
ers A lliance  are c u rre n tly  in ­
vo lved. and also to vote down 
the scheduled one-day stoppage 
on Thursday.

W hy the sudden poll? Lasser 
said in  answ er: “ The f ir in g  
fro n t w il l  s h ift to W ashington, 
because the nex t stage o f the 
f ig h t is le g is la tiv e ."  The D a ily  
W orker reported  none of these 
statem ents by Lasser.

On Ju ly  18, three days a fte r 
the newspapers o f the nation 
had splurged Lasse r’s treach ­
e ry  a ll over the fro n t pages, 
the D a ily  W orker s t i l l  tr ie d  to 
cover up the W orkers A lliance  
scab ro le  by c a rry in g  head­
lines “ ’A lliance  Spurs P lans fo r  
Ju ly  20 Stoppage.”  H owever, 
on page 6, buried  deep in  he 
colum ns, is the pay-o ff: “ The 
W orkers A lliance  heads em ­
phasized th a t th e ir dem onstra­
tion  m otion was not a s tr ike , 
and th a t i t  was no t necessary in  
m any loca lities  to have a ll day 
stoppages.”

Stoppages Forced
A c tu a lly , in  m any loca lities , 

the W orkers A lliance  under the 
pressure of m ilita n t w orkers, 
have been forced to ca ll the 
stoppage days in  advance o f the 
Ju ly  20 date. In  St. P au l and 
M inneapolis, the A lliance  is 
dragged along in  the wake of 
the trem endous s tr ik e  m ove­
m ent led by m ilita n t fig h te rs  
and are com pelled to rem a in  
out on s tr ike .

B u t w ha t does Lasser o ffe r 
the W. P. A. w orkers as a 
weapon to replace the pow erfu l 
offensive m achine—the strike?

I f  you please, a cam paign of 
le tte rs  and te legram s to P re s i­
dent Roosevelt and m em bers of 
Congress. T h a t is w ha t the 
S ta lin is ts  o ffe r as a substitu te  
fo r la b o r’s m ost fo rm idab le  
method of ge tting  w ha t i t

wants. R igh t back to the b lind  
a lley  of " o rd e r ly ” , “ peace fu l” , 
“ passive”  postcard w rit in g , 
w hich has proven such a de­
pressing fa ilu re  in  the past.

The New Y o rk  T im es, sharp- 
sighted organ of the boss class, 
was not slow in  spotting  the 
new re c ru its  to the s tr ik e ­
b re a k e r’s ranks. T a k in g  the 
A lliance  stooges a t th e ir  true  
w orth , the T im es in its  repo rt 
of Lasse r’s s trike -b reak ing  
moves in the Ju ly  19 issue, 
sco rn fu lly  and w ith  g rea t glee 
headlines the s to ry—“ W orkers 
A lliance  B o lts ."

Yes, precise ly  the w ord fo r 
these agents of Roosevelt who 
have le ft the W .P.A. s tr ike rs  
ho ld ing the bag — “ b o lte rs .”  
The A lliance , th rough  office- 
boy Lasser, made i t  ve ry  c lear 
th a t they tu rn  th e ir backs to 
a ll fo rm s of m ilita n t s trugg le— 
above a ll, the s tr ike . They are 
p rov ing  to Roosevelt th a t they 
are com ple te ly  “ s incere ”  in 
th e ir new ro le  o f labor lieu ten ­
ants of the bosses among the 
organized unemployed.

Stalinist Stooge 
Spoke Too Soon

Len de Caux, the S ta lin is t 
stooge who somehow got to 
be ed ito r o f the “ C.I.O . 
N ew s” , has a bad h a b it of 
guessing w rong. In  the la t­
est issue of the “ C.I.O. 
N ew s” , dated J u ly  17, M r. 
de Caux gives the front-page 
banner head to the va lia n t 
fig h t th a t the “ le ft w in g ”  
New D ealers are supposed to 
be p u ttin g  up in the H a lls  of 
Congress fo r  the p re va ilin g  
wage. Senator M u rra y , New 
D ea ler fro m  M ontana, gets 
a g rea t b ig  boost fro m  Len.

B u t before de C aux’s pa ­
per a rr iv e d  in the m a ils . 
M onday’s papers announced 
th a t M u rra y , along w ith  the 
rest of the two-faced 
“ fr iends of la b o r”  have de­
serted the fig h t.

U nder de C aux’s e d ito r­
ship, the “ C .I.O. N ew s”  has 
consisten tly  p layed down a ll 
item s un favorab le  to the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n , ev­
en going so fa r  as to keep 
out of the paper o r give l i t ­
tle  space to John L . L e w is ’ 
occasional blasts aga inst the 
ad m in is tra tio n . L e w is ’ de­
nunciation of the “ D em ocra t­
ic  m a jo r ity  o f Congress”  in  
Chicago las t S a turday does 
not appear in  the “ C.I.O. 
N ew s” — although i t  is sup­
posed to be the o ff ic ia l organ 
of the C .I.O .!

New York W P A  
Strike Going 
O n Full Blast

(Continued from  Page I) 
r.on-union m en enter the gates. 
M ost o f these men, B rennan re ­
ported, m e re ly  stand around on 
the job  w o rry in g  when th e y ’d 
get th e ir  p ink  d ism issa l slips.

In  a v it r io lic  s ta tem ent de­
nouncing c a p ita lis t press re ­
ports, P res ident M u rra y  sta ted :

“ Persons addicted to the v ice 
of w ish fu l-th in k in g  are m aking  
the u tte r ly  fa lse c la im  th a t the 
effectiveness o f the w ork-stop- 
page p rog ram  of the A .F .L . 
unions in th is  c ity  is d im in ish ­
ing. The reverse is true . The 
W .P.A. au thorities , in  actua l 
fa c t, are confronted w ith  abso­
lu te ly  undentable bottlenecks 
on each and every construction  
job  in the c ity  on w hich sk illed  
m echanics are re q u ire d .”  

Answers Som erve ll
W ith  reference to A d m in is tra ­

to r S om erve ll’s c la im  th a t a ll 
M u rra y  declared, “ I  notice 
w ork  is re tu rn in g  to no rm a l, 
th a t the Colonel, whose luc id  
m om ents are becom ing in ­
creas ing ly  ra re , does no t take 
occasion to dw e ll on the sub­
je c t of e le c trica l w o rke rs , to 
c ite  bu t one exam ple. I  notice 
a lso ,”  M u rra y  w ent on, “ th a t 
the Colonel is s t i l l  a ttem p ting  
to s tif le  the free  press by re ­
fusing to p e rm it newspaper re ­
porte rs  and photographers on 
the pro jects . I f  S om erve ll is 
doing as w e ll as he c la im s , de­
spite the lack o f essentia l m e­
chanics, I  should th in k  he 
w ould be g lad to g ive access 
to the p ro jects  to the press. I t  
takes a lo t m ore than a trow e l 
shoved in to  his hand to m ake 
a sk illed  b r ic k la y e r and i t  
takes a lo t m ore than a saw 
to m ake a ca rpen te r. Som er­
ve ll is n ’t  d isp lay ing  the re a l­
ism  one expects of an A rm y  
m an when he pretends th a t he 
can tu rn  an o rn itho log is t, a 
poet o r a sideshow p itchm an 
in to  a sk illed , e ff ic ie n t bu ild ing  
trades c ra ftsm an  in  the space 
of tw en ty -fou r hours. Stop 
sq u irm in g , Colonel, we have 
you pinned to the board like  a 
helpless b u tte r f ly .”

Repeats Challenge
R epeating his challenge of 

la s t week th a t Colonel Som er­
ve ll accom pany the press on 
another tou r o f W .P .A . p ro jects  
in  o rde r to de term ine the e ffec­
tiveness of the s tr ike , M u rra y  
today sta ted :

“ L a s t week when you were

in v ite d  to m ake a to u r o f the 
para lyzed p ro jects  in  the com ­
pany of newspaperm en, you de­
s ired  to be excused. Now we 
w ish again to extend such an 
in v ita tio n  to you. We sha ll be 
glad to schedule the tou r fo r  
any hour o f any day th a t su its 
your convenience, and th is , in  
our op tim ism , is a fa ir  proposi­
tion . Once and fo r  a ll, le t the 
A m erican  people fin d  ou t 
w hether by th is  tim e  they have 
in  th e ir m id s t a m odest super- 
H oud in i who, w ie ld ing  an in v is ­
ib le  wand, can tra n s fo rm  men 
who never w orked in  the con­
s truc tion  fie ld  before in to  sea­
soned e lec tric ians , b rick la ye rs , 
carpenters and steam  shovel 
operators in  the b lin k in g  o f an 
eye. F ra n k ly , in  v iew  o f the 
dam aging adm issions which 
your own superv isor on N o rth  
Beach made la s t week, I  am 
inc lined  to believe th a t you w ill 
duck th is  in v ita tio n  as you d id 
the p revious one.”  On the tou r 
m ade las t week, the press was 
able to note th a t a ll w o rk  on 
the N o rth  Beach A irp o r t was 
thorough ly  para lyzed.

U nion Holds Key
R em ind ing  Som erve ll th a t 

his recourse to the New Y o rk  
State E m p lo ym e n t Service fo r 
w orkers  to m an the s tru ck  p ro ­
jec ts  w il l  be fu tile , P res ident 
M u rra y  today te legraphed the 
W .P .A . a d m in is tra to r:

“ Do you not know, M r. A d­
m in is tra to r, tha t the law  gov­
e rn ing  the State E m p loym en t 
Service c le a rly  specifies th a t 
no unem ployed w o rke r sha ll be 
sent to f i l l  a vacan t job  i f  the 
acceptance of said job w ould 
re su lt in  the loss o f h is union 
m em bership? Inasm uch as you 
have pinned such h igh  hopes on 
the State E m p loym en t Service, 
1 know th is  b low  is a crush ing  
one.”

Asked by reporte rs  how the 
five  day ru le  was a ffe c tin g  the 
m ora le  o f the s tr ike , M u rra y  
stated, “ The five  day ru le  in ­
voked by the W .P .A . to d ism iss 
s tr ik in g  w orkers  w il l  be a dead 
le tte r since no construction  on 
any W .P .A . p ro je c t can be re ­
sumed w ithou t the re -em ploy­
m en t o f sk illed  m echan ics.”

On F r id a y , J u ly  21. represen­
ta tives  o f the 125 c ra ft unions 
a ff ilia te d  w ith  the B u ild in g  
T rades Council m e t to discuss 
new means fo r  im p lem en ting  
the s tr ike .

Trotsky Answers "Renegades from 
Marxism" in August New Int’l

The August issue o f the New 
In te rn a tio n a l, now on the press, 
features an a rtic le  by Leon 
T ro tsky  w hich is ce rta in  to 
arouse as m uch in te res t and 
controversy as the a rtic le  on 
“ T h e ir M ora ls  and O urs” — 
p rin ted  several m onths ago—of 
w hich the August a rt ic le  is the 
sequel.

T ro tsky , in  an a rtic le  on “ sy­
cophants and renegades fro m  
M a rx is m .”  deals w i t h  the 
c r it ic s  of his fam ous a rtic le , in  
p a rtic u la r w ith  B oris  Souvarine 
and V ic to r Serge, both of whom 
have made a series of c r i t i ­
cism s in the press since T ro t­
s k y ’s a rtic le  f i r s t  appeared.

O ther a rtic les  in  the August

New York Locals' Activities 
Reviewed in ' Party Action'

The Ju ly  issue of P a rty  A c­
tion , an in te rn a l b u lle tin  pub­
lished by Loca l New Y o rk  on 
prob lem s fac ing  the loca l o r ­
ganization, is now ava ilab le  to 
m em bers of the S ocia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty . I t  reviews the ac­
tiv it ie s  o f Loca l New Y o rk  
since the la s t C ity  Convention 
and outlines the p rog ram  of ac­
tion  fo r the com ing period.

G reatest success du ring  the 
last period, accord ing  to P a rty  
A ction , was reaped fro m  the 
cam paign aga inst Coughlin and 
his in c ip ie n t fasc is t m ovem ent. 
Loca l New Y o rk  m obilized 
every m em ber fo r th is  cam ­
paign, o rgan iz ing  s tree t m eet­
ings. d is tr ib u tin g  lea fle ts , and 
in te n s ify ing  sales o f the Social­
is t Appeal. The en tire  f i r s t  ed i­
tion  of the anti-C oughlin  pam ­
ph le t was sold ou t in  a few  
weeks and i t  was necessary to 
p r in t a second ed ition.

In  the trade  union and unem ­
ployed fie lds  P a rty  A c tion  re ­
ports re a l progress, especia lly  
in  the W .P .A . s tr ik e  w h ich  has 
done m uch to expose the  t r a i­

torous and despicable sell-out 
ro le of the S ta lin is t-contro lled  
W orkers A lliance .

The Fund-R a is ing  cam paign 
w hich was undertaken to f i ­
nance the special cam paigns of 
Loca l New Y o rk  is com ing 
th rough in  good shape in  the

The p rog ram  of action fo r  the 
next period centers la rg e ly  
about the e lection cam paign 
fo r  the C ity  C ouncil. P re lim i­
n a ry  w ork  fo r  th is  cam paign is 
now being dorre by the C ity  
C om m ittee. I t  is expected th a t 
the f ig h t aga inst C oughlin ism  
and aga inst W ar w il l  receive 
trem endous im petus i f  the p a r­
ty  is successful in  o rgan iz ing  
an e ffec tive  e lection cam paign.

E specia l em phasis is la id  by 
P a rty  A ction  on the successes 
o f the branches in  re c ru itin g  
d u ring  the past period and the 
r.eed d u ring  the com ing period 
to invo lve  eve ry  branch m em ­
ber in an en thusiastic re c ru it­
ing  d rive .

P a rty  A ction  is ava ilab le  to 
a ll p a rty  m em bers a t 5c a 
copy.

issue include an ann ive rsa ry  
piece of ten years of the ex­
istence of the B u lle tin  o f the 
Russian O pposition, and an ex­
tre m e ly  in te res ting  tabu la tion  
of the fa te  of the m em bers 
of the various C entra l C om m it­
tees of the B o lshevik P a rty  
since the R evolu tion of 1917. 
The s ta tis tics  p rovide  a revea l­
ing and shocking p ic tu re  o f the 
devastation w rough t by the 
S ta lin is t m ach ine  am ong the 
old revo lu tion is ts  under whose 
leadersh ip  the Bo lshevik rev- 
vo lu tion  tr ium phed  and was 
m ain ta ined  in  its  e a rly  years.

Oscar F ische r w rites  on the 
suicide of E rnes t T o lle r, whose 
death several weeks ago caused 
a sensation in ra d ica l and in ­
te lle c tu a l c irc les . O ther im ­
portant. a rtic le s  and le tte rs , on 
a v a r ie ty  of subjects are also to 
be found in the August issue.

The M anager o f the New In ­
te rna tiona l urges th a t advance 
orders be sent im m e d ia te ly  to 
the o ffice  a t 116 U n ive rs ity  
P lace. New Y o rk , N . Y .

STALINISTS SEEK 
TO  DISRUPT 
Y.P.S.L. A C T IV IT Y

Few Workers Answer 
Call to Attend Patri­
otic Assembly

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
s tra tio n ”  ca lled in  Columbus 
C irc le .

Passing P icke t L ines
Th is  ends the W orkers A ll i ­

ance “ ac tion ”  aga inst the 
S ta rva tion  Law . Tom orrow  
back to w o rk  even where they 
have to pass the p icke t lines o f 
the s tr ik in g  bu ild ing  trades 
w orkers.

The lea fle t issued by the 
W orkers A lliance  sa id : “ P re ­
sident Roosevelt sa id : ‘You 
can ’t  s tr ik e  aga inst the G overn­
m e n t,’ bp t who said the w o rk ­
ers were s tr ik in g  aga inst the 
governm ent? O n ly the news­
papers— who also c a ll P re s i­
dent Roosevelt a re d .”

The Columbus C irc le  m eeting 
opened w ith  the s ing ing  o f the

B R O O K LY N  — S u c c e s s fu l 
s tree t m eetings and o ther a c ti­
v ities  of the John B row n u n it o f 
the Young Peoples Socia lis t 
League, a new u n it in  the 
Coney Is land  area, galvanized 
the C om m unist P a rty  in to  
action.

The fo llow ing  le tte r was sent 
by the C om m unist P a r t y ,  
B ranch  No. 32 (John Landy- 
Sea Gate) to a ll C om m unist 
P a rty  m em bers p r iv a te ly : 

“ D ear Comrade,
“ The C om m unist P a rty  is 

ta k in g  steps to stop the dissen- 
tion  (s ic !)  of the T ro ts k y ite  
poison in  Coney Is land .

"Y o u r  presence a t a s tree t 
m eeting called by the P a rty  fo r 
F r id a y  E ve., J u ly  21st a t 8 p. 
m . sharp. To be held a t M e r­
m aid  Avenue and West 27th 
Street.

“ I t  is im p e ra tive  th a t you be 
th e re !!

“ C om rade ly yours,
"H e rb  L e rn e r, O rgan ize r.”  

The s tree t corner m entioned 
is th a t where the Y . P. S. L . 
re g u la rly  holds its  m eetings. 
The un it is p repa ring  to defend 
its  m eeting aga inst S ta lin is t 
thuggery.

“ S tar Spangled B a n n e r,”  fo l­
lowed im m e d ia te ly  by the “ re ­
c itin g  of the oath of a lleg iance 
to the co n s titu tio n .”

A ll the action proposed was 
the usual flood o f postcards and 
te legram s to Congress.

The scabbing o f the W orkers 
A lliance  leadership has been a 
harsh blow  to the unem ployed 
o f New Y o rk . Today i t  is  nec­
essary fo r  the W. P. A. w o rk ­
ers and the unem ployed to 
bu ild  the U nem ployed and P ro ­
je c t W orkers U nion, i f  they 
w ant to f ig h t fo r  the r ig h t to 
live .

L im ite d  O ffe r!

For Two Weeks Only
1938 Bound Volum es of the 

SO C IALIST A P P E A L  
and the

N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
$4.00—inc lu d in g  postage

CHICAGO STRIKE 
OF SKILLED WPA 
LABOR GROWS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
o ff the jobs before th e ir  busi­
ness agents had a rr ive d  to ca ll 
them  out.

Quite a few  thousand o f these 
unskilled  w orkers  on the v a r i­
ous p ro jec ts  have gone on 
s tr ike  w ith  the sk illed  trades. 
An exact estim ate  is no t possi­
ble. O ther thousands o f un­
sk illed  have been made id le  by 
the s tr ike . A dd itiona l num bers 
of w orkers are now being ca lled  
out every  day.

D ism issa l notices, up to th is  
date, have been sent to 6,864 in  
the State of Ilin o is . In  Chicago 
22,000 are to be la id  o ff be­
tween now and Sept. 1 under 
the 18 m onth prov is ion .

John L . Lew is, addressing a 
mass m eeting of 16,000 in  the 
Coliseum  yesterday in  connec­
tion  w ith  the na tiona l stock 
ya rd  w orkers  s tr ike  now au­
thorized, said, in  speaking on 
the W PA s tr ik e : “ D em ocra ts 
m ust share re spons ib ility  w ith  
the T o ry  R epublicans fo r  a 
m easure w h ich  w il l  deprive  a 
m illio n  unem ployed o f W PA 
jobs, besides reduc ing  the a l­
ready m eagre W PA w age ."

DANCE
and

EN TER TA IN M EN T
Young In d ia  Social C lub

1666 M adison Ave. n r. I l l  St.
N ew  Y o rk  C ity  

S aturday, Ju ly  22, 9:30 p .m . 
B e n e fit: C am paign fo r 

C itizenship R igh ts 
75c Ladies F ree

At Your Service 

THE APPEAL 

POSTER SHOP
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Husiness M a n a g e r :

S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W IT H  THE SOCIALIST  
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
S. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work* 

and housing program.
4. Th irty-th irty! $30-weekly minim um  wage—  

30-hour weekly m aximum for all workers on 
all Jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
1. All war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.
10. An Independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.

ing that the Trotskyist analysis o f Roosevelt’s 
relief policy is unthinkable because Roosevelt 
must remain, by definition, the leader of the 
Democratic Front. Therefore the Daily Worker 
offers an alternative to the Trotskyist analysis. 
And its alternative explanation comes down to 
th is :

The President, his research staffs, the statis­
tical bureaus o f the Departments o f Labor, Com­
merce, Agriculture, etc., etc., are a pack of 
idiots who can’t add figures or count noses. The 
President wanted to give jobs to all the unem­
ployed but couldn’t find out how many o f them 
there were.

You have our explanation, and you have that 
o f the Stalinists. They are the only two possible 
ways to explain Roosevelt’s relief policy. Take 
your choice.

P.S. In  carefully laying out his program, 
Roosevelt had to take many factors into account. 
Especially he had to be as sure as possible that 
he could put this program over without being 
successfully resisted by the labor movement. On 
this score, he was reassured by the support he 
could depend on from the bureaucrats in the 
labor movement like B ill Green and John L. 
Lewis. But above all, he was certain in advance 
that his relief-slashing, strikebreaking, union- 
busting program would be dressed up as progres­
sive by the Stalinists.

To sum up : Roosevelt could decree starvation 
for ten m illion unemployed because in advance 
he could be sure that the Stalinists would invent 
any number o f alibis, even i f  in their despera­
tion they have to concoct such preposterous 
alibis as the one we have just analyzed.

'Inaccurate' Roosevelt
Karl M arx once made the interesting observa­

tion that rulers are always far more class-con­
scious than their subjects, because in seeking to 
preserve their power the rulers have to be clear 
in advance what the effects of their decisions w ill 
he. Especially in these turbulent times, it is 
certain, rulers do what they do with a conscious 
understanding o f all the consequences and im ­
plications o f their actions.

When, in his A p ril 27 relief budget message, 
President Roosevelt told an obedient Congress 
that the figure tor W .P.A. should be $1,477,- 
000,000 and a maximum of two million jobs— 
and Congress did as he said— he was unques­
tionably acting on the basis o f a carefully- 
thought-out program.

The President has at his disposal the most 
efficient and large-scale fact-finding apparatus 
available to any man in the world. Ih e  Statis­
tical Bureau of the Department of Labor is 
justly famous for its accuracy and comprehen­
siveness. The research bureaus o f the Depart­
ment of Commerce tell the President the day-to- 
day facts about production in each industry, pro­
ductivity per man, extent of employment and 
unemployment, just about as accurately as any 
society w ill ever be able to compile similar data.

Likewise the Department of Agriculture pro­
vides the President w ith the best-possible data 
on agricultural production and the extent and 
possibilities of employment in the rural areas. 
In a word, when the President wrote his relief 
budget message, he knew better than any of us 
just how many people were unemployed and 
how unlikely were their chances o f finding em­
ployment during the coming year.

Yes, Roosevelt knew just what he was doing 
when he wrote that message. By lim iting the 
number to be employed on W .P.A. to two m il­
lion Roosevelt knew— he knew in his mind and 
in his heart— that he was condemning at least 
ten million others to the low-standard local relief 
systems— if  they could get on relief.

l ie  knew it and yet he did it. He did it be­
cause every last dollar that he can hang on to. 
he wishes to spend tor his war preparations. He 
has long given up hope o f reviving American 
industry by “ prim ing the pump”  at home. His 
face is turned toward the outside world— there, 
in Europe and Asia, by imperialist conquest, by 
making America the master o f the world, he 
hopes to start industry going again. And the 
wheels of industry are to turn, first, to create the 
war machine. That’s Roosevelt’s program now, 
and i f  ten m illion must starve for it. he cares 
not a tear for their suffering.

We can’t imagine anybody not understanding 
that when Roosevelt got together with “ Tory 
Woodrum” on the Roosevelt-Woodrum Starva­
tion Law, he knew just what he was doing. He’s 
as sane and shrewd as lie ever was, no doubt 
about that. We can’t imagine anybody who 
would pretend different— anybody^ that is, ex­
cept the Stalinists.

For Io and behold, after the most abysmal 
silence concerning Roosevelt’s responsibility for 
setting the figures for W .P.A., the Daily Worker 
is finally constrained to attempt to explain it 
away in a “ casual”  sentence in a long editorial. 
We rescue this sentence from its obscurity, to 
preserve it for posterity. Here it is:

“ Unfortunately, President Roosevelt, basing 
himself on inaccurate estimates, did not ask 
for sufficient funds for W .P.A. for the coming 
years.”  (D aily Worker, July 19.)

What is the Daily W orker saying? I t  is say-

“ The g randch ild ren  of the pioneers—young peo­
ple of the present oncom ing generation—can ’t  go 
out and fin d  new opportun ities  on unoccupied 
la n d .”  says A ubrey W illia m s , N a tiona l Y outh Ad­
m in is tra to r. “ They have to stay a t home and take 
i t . ”  . . . W hich causes the h e a rt o f th a t g rea t 
“ h u m a n ita r ia n ”  in  the W hite House, F .D .R ., to 
bleed a t th e ir p lig h t. So he means to change th is 
state of a ffa irs  by sending them  abroad where 
they can "g iv e ”  i t  to some poor inoffensive fo re ign  
youth.

Johnson Knows
“ Like it or not, if  war actually comes to us, 

freedom of speech w ill dry up overnight. Such 
is the nature o f modern war that only a dicta­
torship in the full Nazi sense can successfully 
conduct it. Knowing something of these mat­
ters from first-hand experience, this writer 
would be among the first to advocate that.” — 
Hugh S. Johnson, in the New York W orld 
Telegram, July 16, 1939.

Johnson certainly ought to know. He used 
to be President Roosevelt’s right-hand man.

Talk to Stalinists!
Now is the time for every member of the 

Socialist Workers Party and the Young People’s 
Socialist League, and every sympathizer of our 
movement, to talk to the members and sympa­
thizers of the Stalinist organizations.

The Stalinist leaders and pie-card artists con­
tinue to draw their pay as usual, but their vic­
tims and dupes, the Communist Party members 
on the W .P .A. and relief and the many who are 
unemployed and can’t even get relief— these 
p itifu l workers arc suffering all the torments of 
the rest of the unemployed. The rank and file 
o f the Stalinist organizations have been led 
handcuffed to the Roosevelt relief slaughter by 
the corrupt bureaucrats to whom they looked 
for leadership to a better life.

The gulf between the Stalinist leadership and 
the Stalinist followers is as deep as the gulf 
between exploiters and exploited. Just as many 
of the most exploited workers over long periods 
o f time fail to understand who their exploiters 
are, the unfortunate workers taken in by the 
Stalinist highbinders have permitted themselves 
to be herded like sheep to the slaughter— until 
now.

Now, however, the gulf separating them from 
their corrupt leaders is becoming apparent to 
many o f them. In the W .P.A. strikes in a num­
ber of instances, Communist Party members, 
ordered by the bureaucrats to prepare a back-to- 
work movement, revolted and kept the picket 
lines going. Thousands who thought that the 
Leader of the Democratic Front in the White 
House was going to take care of them, are now 
awakening to Roosevelt’s real role.

I f  we do not make immediate contact with 
these workers, they w ill fall by the wayside; as 
disillusionment with Roosevelt and the Commu­
nist Party sets in, they w ill simply drop into 
passivity— unless we have meanwhile established 
comradely relations with them and bring them 
over to the revolutionary movement. They 
joined the Communist Party because they 
wanted a new social order— they w ill jo in us 
and fight in our ranks for the new social order, 
i f  we reach out a hand to them before they drop 
away from the organized movement.

In these significant weeks, every comrade 
should make it his business to contact these 
Stalinist workers.

Roosevelt Prepares Frame-Up to 
Destroy Building Trades Unions

By R U TH  J E F F R E Y
The Roosevelt A d m in is tra ­

tion 's  destruction  o f the p re v a il­
ing wage on W .P.A. construc­
tion  p ro jects is .on ly  the open­
ing gun in the governm ent’s 
w ar against the bu ild ing  trades 
unions. T h a t is c lea r fro m  the 
a ttack  on “ re s tra in in g ”  a c tiv i­
ties in  the bu ild ing  indus try  
made las t week by Assistant 
G eneral T hu rm an  A rno ld , fo l­
lowed by A tto rney  General 
F ra n k  M u rp h y ’s announce­
m ent of his in ten tion  to em ploy 
the Sherm an A n ti-T ru s t Law  
against unions, contracto rs  and 
suppliers.

Just who is going to be pros­
ecuted by the D epartm ent of 
Justice? P rin c ip a lly  and p r i­
m a r ily  the unions—th is can be 
seen by an exam ina tion  of the 
lengthy sta tem ent p repared by 
M r. A rno ld .

B u t f i r s t  le t us state the rea l 
s itua tion  in the construction 
indus try .

Between the years 1919 and 
1933 on the average the con­
s truc tion  indus try  accounted, 
d ire c tly  and in d ire c tly , fo r  15% 
of the na tiona l incom e p ro ­
duced; no other in dus try  has 
ever even approxim ated th a t 
am ount. Between the years 
1933 and 1935 th is key in dus try  
was accounting fo r only 1.6% 
o f the na tiona l incom e!

Th is  was the s itua tion  Roose­
v e lt sought to rem edy w ith  
such measures as his ine ffec ­
tua l Federa l Housing A u th o rity  
<to encourage p riva te  bu ild ing ) 
and his U nited States Housing 
A u th o rity  (fo r pub lic  low -ren ta l 
housing). H is u tte r fa ilu re  can 
be d ire c tly  traced to his re fusa l 
to a ttack  the basic causes of 
the h igh u ltim a te  cost o f hous­
ing, f i r s t  among w hich stands 
the am azing cost of financ ing , 
due to the strang leho ld  the 
banks possess over c red it. 
BAN KS AND  LAN D LO R D S 
T H E  R E A L  C U LP R ITS

Th is  can re a d ily  be seen by 
the m an in the s tree t whom  the 
b illboa rds  te ll tha t, under the 
F .H .A . plan he can purchase a 
55,000 house fo r  $40 a m onth, 
his “ p resent”  ren ta l. A fte r 20 
years the $5,000 house is en­
tire ly  h is—-and i t  c e rta in ly  
should be: he w il l  have paid 
(he bank, w ith  the inclusion of 
his $1,000 down-paym ent, a to ­
ta l of $10,960 fo r th a t $5,000 
house!

R eal estate in terests have a 
s im ila r  s trang lehold  on the land 
needed fo r housing. They often 
charge m ore fo r the bu ild ing  
site  than the en tire  subsequent 
bu ild ing  operation w il l  cost. 
Th is  is the A ch illes  heel o f the 
U nited States Housing A u th o ri­
ty , w hich has m ise rab ly  fa iled  
to p rovide the low -ren ta l hous­
ing  fo r the “ one-th ird  o f the 
ra t io n ”  w h ich  Roosevelt a d m it­
ted was “ ill-housed .”

In  a word, the New Deal has 
never a ttacked the rea l cu l­
p r its . Now, instead, the De­
p a rtm e n t of Justice has been 
ins tructed  to m ake the bu ild ing  
trades unions the scapegoat. 
Th is is c lear fro m  the docu­
m ent w hich M r. A rno ld  p re ­
sented to the T em p o ra ry  N a­
tiona l Econom ic C om m ittee.

M r. A rno ld  f i l ls  an en tire  
p rin ted  newspaper page w ith  a

vigorous a ttack  upon unions 
and a ca re fu lly -q u a lif ie d  c r i t i ­
c ism  of con tracto rs  and sup­
p lie rs ; but to the basic fac to rs , 
the banks and rea l estate in te r­
ests, he devotes ju s t one sen­
tence each—and those tw o sen­
tences on ly to absolve them  
fro m  the inves tiga tion ! Here is 
w hat he says:

“ O f course I  do no t suggest 
to the com m ittee  th a t u n law fu l 
res tra in ts  are the on ly  source 
of h igh construction  costs. 
C red it fa c ilit ie s  o ffe r one o f the 
outstanding means of reducing 
u ltim a te  costs. Land values are 
often high. Remedies . . . how­
ever (fo r these i lls ) ,  are not 
w ith in  the scope of th is  re p o rt.”

F u rth e rm o re , A rno ld  ca re ­
fu lly  exem pts fro m  blam e the 
big corpora tions w hich glean 
m illio n s  o f do lla rs  in  p ro fits  
fro m  supp ly ing  bu ild ing  m a­
te ria ls . H av ing  ta lked the m a t­
te r over persona lly—over w h is­
key and c iga rs , no doubt— w ith  
“ the leaders in those indus­
tr ie s ,”  A rno ld  reports , “ They 
were a fra id  th a t any decrease 
in p rice  w ould be absorbed 
elsewhere in co n tra c to r’s p ro f­
its  or in  la b o r’s re w a rd .”  
He concludes sym p a th e tica lly : 
“ Business men caught in  such 
a s itua tion  are unable by them ­
selves to change the pa tte rn . 
They have to v io la te  the law  

j in o rde r to su rv ive  aga inst ag­
gressive com binations which 
are a ttack ing  th e m .”

The bu ild ing  contracto rs , too, 
need lose no sleep over the 
pending in q u iry . “ M y ju s t i f i ­
ca tio n .”  says A rno ld , “ in  g iv ­
ing  the idea pub lic  c ircu la tio n  
at th is  tim e  is to in te res t b u ild ­
ers in i t . ”  F o r both the benefit 
of contractors and suppliers is 
his s ta tem ent: “ The D epart­
m ent of Justice acts on ly on 
com pla in ts of business m en .”

HIS R E A L  G A M E :
ASSAULT ON UNIONS

H aving  absolved bankers and 
land lords, supp lie rs and con­
trac to rs , A rno ld  has le ft to 
prosecute ju s t one o ther group 
in  the bu ild ing  in d u s try ; the 
bu ild ing  trades unions. T h a t is 
his rea l po in t: the destruction 
of union wage and hour scales, 
under the p re te x t of ge tting  un­
ion w orkers to jo in  in  a “ broad, 
co-ordinated p ro g ra m ”  fo r the 
r e d u c t i o n  of construction 
costs.”

A rno ld  concludes: “ We can 
say to labor, ‘You can get the 
same th ing  th a t the heavy in ­
dustries are ge ttin g : a g rea te r 
annual incom e, based on hav­
ing m ore w ork to do d u ring  the 
year, w ith o u t need to stre tch  
the hours o f w o rk  and the ra te  
of pay on each p a rtic u la r jo b .’ ”

In  p la in  E ng lish , the New 
Deal w ill dem and—backing  up 
its ' demand w ith  trum ped-up 
nrosecutions o f the unions and 
th e ir leaders—th a t the bu ild ing  
trades w orkers give up th e ir  
union wage ra tes in  exchange 
fo r coolie wages and the speed­
up . .  . and a prom ise o f m ore 
week w ork  per year.

T h a t prom ise (we pass by 
the fa c t th a t weather conditions 
and o ther fac to rs  dec is ive ly  
l im it  the num ber of weeks con­
s truc tion  w orkers can possibly 
w ork in  any year) cannot be 
cashed in on because no wage 
cuts can do away w ith  the p a r­
alysis o f the construction  indus­
try  induced by the p ro fits  in ­
sisted upon by the banks and 
rea l estate in terests, not to 
speak o f the supp ly companies 
and contractors?

E ve ry  w orke r and fr ie n d  of 
labor m ust prepare to defend 
the construction  w o r k e r s  
against t h i s  governm enta l 
fram eup.

Minnesota Workers Salute 
Their Martyred Brother

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
socie ty where labor sha ll not 
have to ask fo r re lie f, where 
labor m ay enjoy those bless­
ings w hich i t  now produces fo r 
o the rs .”

O ther speakers included Joe 
Van N ordstrand, D ire c to r of 
the M innesota C. I. O., Chester

G U IL T Y  OF B R IB E R Y ?  
A P P O IN TE D  A COP!

BOSTON—C hief o f Po lice of 
Revere, T ighe, charged w ith  
22 counts of b r ib e ry  and g ra ft­
ing. decided to plead g u ilty . 
M ayo r G illis  then . . . demoted 
Tighe to the rank  of pa tro lm an.

"S quandering  o f hundreds of 
thousands o f d o lla rs ”  is the 
ta c tfu l w ay the boss press de­
scribes the rake-o ff racke t 
worked here by P ub lic  Works 
Com m issioner C allahan, in  con­
nection w ith  aw ard ing  o f h u r r i­
cane and flood contracts  last 
fa il. A Connecticut com pany 
offered to com plete a p ro jec t 
fo r $310,000. C allahan re jected 
th is  and awarded the con trac t 
to another com pany fo r  $409,- 
000. A cool $100,000 went 
“ som ew here.”

Watson, president of the W ork­
ers A lliance  of M innesota, and 
Louis Boerback, v ice  p res ident 
of the M inneapolis C entra l La- 
boi Union.

A fte r the fun e ra l services in  
the C. L . U. h a ll, the procession 
of cars and m archers  wended 
th e ir w ay down 1st Avenue 
N orth  to the sew ing p ro jec t. 
Here the hundreds unable to 
find  transpo rta tion  to C rys ta l 
Lake cem etery, where B e rg ­
s trom  was in te rred , disbanded 
w h ile  those in  cars file d  th e ir 
w ay to the cem etery.

B e rgs trom  was a m em bers 
ol the P a in te rs  U nion, Loca l 
233, but was out on a w ith d ra w ­
al card  a t the tim e  of his m u r­
der. He was a re lie f c lien t.

Dozens of unions of the c ity  
contribu ted  flo ra l d isp lays and 
the h a ll was laden w ith  the f r a ­
grance of the blossoms. B u t 
a ll the flow ers  in the w o rld  
could no t have made us fo rg e t 
the sm e ll o f the te a r gas and 
the gun powder w h ich  is the 
way of the boss class to “ an­
sw e r”  the protests of the w o rk -; 
ers against slave conditions.

Two objections have been rece ived to the com ­
m ents m ade in  th is  co lum n (June 13) on the Love- 
stoneite “ soc ia lis t u n ity ”  cam paign.

One comes fro m  an S. P . m em ber in  New Y o rk , 
N. Y ., who declares th a t he is fo r u n ity , even 
though he does no t tru s t the leaders o f any o f the 
groups, inc lud ing  h is own p a rty . “ B u t the so rt o f 
u n ity  I  v isua lize  is  no t the ‘u n ity ’ the S. P . had 
w ith  the ‘T ro ts k y ite s .’ I  w ould  be opposed to such 
u n ity  today as I  was opposed to i t  when you enter­
ed our p a rty . U n ity  can be achieved on a p ro ­
g ra m m a tic  basis only i f  there  are organ iza tiona l 
safeguards aga inst fa c tio n a lism  and personalism , 
and an in te llig e n t fos te ring  of a c tiv ity  and not 
fa c tio n a l perspectives. . .

A nother ob jec to r is a B rook lyn  m em ber of the 
Lovestone group, E . S., who c la im s  to have been 
the f i r s t  to ra ise the question o f u n ity  in  h is own 
organization and in  an a rt ic le  in  its  pre-convention 
discussion. I t  was not, he states, ins tiga ted  by 
Lovestone; indeed, "Lovestone . . . re jec ts  the idea 
th a t the S. W. P. can be absorbed in to  a hea lthy 
re vo lu tio n a ry  m o ve m e n t." The “ u n ity ”  le tte rs  In 
the W orkers Age are not a M ach ia ve llia n  p lo t of 
Lovestone but re fle c t a w idespread sen tim ent, a 
long ing am ong ra d ica l w orkers.

“ A lthough persona lly  subscrib ing  to eve ry th ing  
Lovestone is purported  to have said in  F rance 
about T ro tsky ism , I  am  in  fa vo r of u n ity  w ith  the 
T ro tsky ites . I  believe th a t the T ro tsky ite  m ove­
m ent is inve rted  S ta lin ism ; th a t T ro tsky  is an 
a u th o rita ria n  Pope, lead ing his w orsh ippers w ith  
the weapon of in fa l l ib il ity  on one hand, and ex- 
com m un ica tion  on the o the r; th a t he has h is m ind 
in the days of 1917-1923, and no t in  the events o f to ­
day ; th a t he would s t i l l  re tu rn  to the C om in tern  of 
its  f i r s t  F o u r Congresses, w h ich  conta ined the 
roots and m anifes ta tions o f every e v il w h ich  has 
since destroyed the w o rld  com m un is t m ovem ent. 
B u t when I  come out fo r u n ity  w ith  the T ro ts k y ­
ites, I  mean th a t there is room  fo r people even 
w ith  such ideas in a un ited  p a rty  . . . .

“ You m ay believe th a t th is  u n ity  plea is un­
feasib le; you m ay oppose it .  B u t can ’t  we discuss 
i t  on the basis of its  own m erits?  M ust the net 
a rgum ent aga inst i t  be th a t i t  is  ‘ in sp ire d ,’ ‘a 
t r ic k , ' insincere and th a t Engels w ou ldn ’t  have 
been fo r  it ,  so w hy should w e?”

E . S., fu rth e rm o re , sees a con trad ic tion  in  our 
rem arks  a few  weeks ago when we pointed ou t th a t 
we had consisten tly  stood fo r u n ity  then, “ s trange­
ly  enough, you d ig up fro m  Engels a quotation 
w arn ing  aga inst u n ity  h o w le rs !”

We re a d ily  g ra n t the good w il l  and the good in ­
tentions of the tw o com rades who w ro te  in . We are 
ready to g ran t, fu r th e r, th a t there is a sound sen­
tim e n t am ong m any m ilita n ts  who, re a liz in g  the 
weakness of the m ovem ent and the enormous 
tasks i t  m ust s t i l l  fu l f i l l ,  w ant to see a d raw ing  
together of a ll re vo lu tiona ry  socia lists th a t can be 
united.

B u t we cannot agree w ith  the conclusions o f the 
correspondents nor do we fin d  any reason fo r  w ith ­
d raw ing  the com m ents on the sub jec t made on 
June 13.

A Few General Rules
The “ T ro ts k y ite s ”  of the C om m unist League of 

A m erica , qu ite  unconcerned w ith  the p e tty  aspects 
of o rgan iza tiona l prestige, d id  no t hesitate fo r  a 
m inu te  in  1934 when the question arose o f un iting  
into a la rg e r o rgan iza tion  w ith  the A m erican  
W orkers P a rty  (M uste g roup ). Regardless o f p re ­
ceding c r it ic is m s  and con flic ts , we took the in it ia ­
tive  in  proposing a fusion o f the tw o groups on an 
equal basis—but above a ll, on the basis o f a re ­
vo lu tio na ry  M a rx ia n  p rog ram . O ur estim ate  of 
the A. W. P ., b r ie fly , was th a t i t  was a ce n tr is t 
group (the te rm  is not an ep ithe t w ith  us, b u t a 
p o lit ic a l ch a rac te riza tion ), bu t one th a t was m ov­
ing  to the le ft. O ur estim ate  o f th a t u n ity  w ith  the 
A. W. P. was possible on the basis o f a p rinc ip led  
p rog ram  th a t would in  no w ise c o n flic t w ith  our 
own po in t o f v iew . The D ec la ra tion  of P rinc ip les  
f in a lly  adopted jo in t ly  by the tw o groups was 
em inen tly  sa tis fac to ry  and made possible a f r u i t ­
fu l fusion in to  the W orkers P a rty  o f the U nited 
States. N ot only were the T ro ts k y ite s ‘ no t obliged 
to y ie ld  a s ingle inch  o f th e ir  p r in c ip le d  position, 
bu t they succeeded in  acce le ra ting  the le ftw a rd  
evo lu tion of m any A. W. P . m ilita t its  (as w e ll as 
in  lea rn ing  a good deal fro m  them , in  tu rn ) .

W hat possible analogy is there between tha t 
u n ity  and th a t w hich is proposed by our tw o co r­
respondents, among others? Each in  his own w ay 
proposes, in  e ffect, th a t the “ T ro ts k y ite s ”  be in ­
cluded in the “ u n ity ”  as second-class citizens, 
scarce ly  to le ra ted  pariahs, people who m ust be 
c ircum scribed  by a ll k inds o f “ sa feguards.”  A. 
Y . is not fo r “ a d m itt in g ”  us in to  the u n ity  in  the 
way we were adm itted  in to  the S. P. thee years 
ago. E . S.. a fte r an eloquent cha rac te riza tion  of 
us, believes th a t “ there  is room  fo r people even 
w ith  such ideas in a un ited p a r ty ” —bu t in  a 
“ united p a r ty ”  whose p rog ram  is . . . an ti-T ro tsky- 
ism . A ra th e r odd conception of u n ity !

A Different Situation
—B u t w asn’t  the S. P. “ a n ti-T ro ts k y is t”  when 

you jo ined i t  three years ago?
The s itua tion  three years ago' was e n tire ly  d if ­

fe re n t fro m  today. The S. P. was, o r seemed to 
be, on the road to a mass p a rty . I t  was a ttra c tin g  
to its e lf m any young revo lu tion is ts  and m ilita n ts  
hopeful of progress now th a t the S. P. had r id  
its e lf o f “ O ld G u a rd ”  dom ination . The p a rty  was 
fra n k ly  in  a state of flu x . Its  p ro g ra m  was not 
fixed . I t  a llow ed w ide la titude  fo r discussion th a t 
would help shape its  fu r th e r evo lu tion. Above a ll, 
i t  was m oving  to the le ft ;  i t  inv ited  le ft-w in g  m i l i ­
tan ts to jo in  i t ;  i t  d id not m ake a profession of 
an ti-T ro tsky ism .

When we jo ined the S. P ., we did no t fo rsw ear 
our p rin c ip le s ; we w ere not asked to fo rsw ear 
them . On the co n tra ry , we openly p roc la im ed 
them  and also our in ten tion  to persuade a ll o ther 
m em bers of the S. P . to adopt them  as th e ir own. 
The “ u n ity ”  was an “ open covenant, openly a r­
rived  a t” —even i f  re lu c ta n tly  on the p a rt o f the 
r ig h t w ingers in  the S. P.

Now the S. P. is a cracked shell. I t  is  bureau­
cra tized. I t  is m oving  no t to the le ft  bu t to  the 
r ig h t (as is the Lovestone sect). I t  provides a 
“ lo ya lty  o a th ”  fo r a ll co llabora to rs . You can ’t 
even be a m em ber of its  p riva te  unem ployed o r­
ganization i f  you believe in  the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the 
p ro le ta r ia t!

U n ity  between us and the S. P.-Lovestone com ­
b ina tion  is s im p ly  utopian, fa n ta s tic . I ts  advocates 
continue to  belong to E nge ls ’ ca tegory o f “ un ity - 

how le rs .”

One Project That W ill Be Well Financed!
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