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Let the People 
V o te  on W ar!

_____________ By JA M E S  B U R N H A M  _______________

I I I
The Opposition to the War Referendum

S e v e r a l  years ago, Representative Ludlow o f Indiana put 
the war referendum plan into a resolution which he intro
duced in the 'House of Representatives; and last year his 
resolution came up fo r a test vote in the House, From 
association with his name, the plan is often referred to as 
the “ Ludlow amendment.”  I t  should be noticed that Lud
low’s original bill did not embody the plan in its simple 
and direct form. He attached a proviso: the popular refer
endum was not to be held i f  the mainland of the United 
States were invaded.

Ludlow has re-introduced his resolution, with several 
more provisos, at the present session o f Congress; and a 
similar resolution has been sponsored in the Senate by a 
group of Senators headed by LaFollette of Wisconsin. In 
both of the current resolutions, the referendum would not 
operate i f  either the mainland of the United States or any 
o f its territories and possessions or any part o f Latin 
America were invaded or immediately threatened by in
vasion. In  other words, the present Ludlow and LaFollette 
resolutions provide for a referendum only in the case o f a 
war conducted by the United States in Europe, Asia or 
A frica. Congress would otherwise retain the present Con
stitutional right to declare war.
What Is Behind the Opposition?

I t  might be supposed that these sweeping provisos— 
about which I  shall have something to say in the next 
section— would remove all the “ objections”  to the plan. 
Does not everyone from Roosevelt down assure us that the 
United States w ill never go to war for “ aggressive”  pur
poses, that the young men of this country w ill never again 
be sent to fight abroad, that the armament o f the United 
States is being built up for purely defensive purposes? 
What possible objection can they have when the people 
ask to vote, not on all wars, but just on those obviously 
and blatantly aggressive wars which they say the United 
States w ill never fight?

Nevertheless, the fight against the war referendum plan, 
in any and all o f its forms, has from the beginning been 
as powerful and bitter as the strength o f its opponents can 
bring to bear. Through every channel of public opinion, 
speech and newspaper and magazine and pulpit, the attack 
has been conducted.

What lies behind this fierce opposition to this plan, ap
proved o f by more than two-thirds o f the people? The 
people have the right to know.

Among the sharp opponents of the war referendum, we 
discover: the heads of the Democratic Party, including 
Roosevelt and his Secretary o f State, Cordell H u ll; the 
heads o f the Republican Party, including Herbert Hoover, 
A lfred M. Landon, and the influential Henry L. Stimson, 
Hoover’s Secretary of State; the Liberty League, and the 
American Legion officials; all o f the most powerful news
papers, particularly the most reactionary newspapers such 
as the New York Herald-Tribune and the New York 
Times, and the Chicago Tribune-, all o f the most widely 
read o f the big-shot columnists, especially Walter Lippman, 
General Hugh S. Johnson, and Dorothy Thompson; and 
the Communist Party.

For the most part, the attacks on the war referendum 
plan are in a tone of hysterical frenzy; all supporters of 
the plan are denounced as “ unpatriotic” and it is suggested 
that they are influenced by paid propaganda agents 
o f foreign nations: the lack o f real arguments is covered 
by heavy flag-waving and big adjectives.
Arguments Hold No Water

When we examine the arguments which some o f the 
opponents try sometimes to put forward, they boil down 
to three: (1 ) the referendum would be contrary to “ our 
representative theory o f government” established by the 
Constitution; (2 ) holding a referendum would show other 
nations that “ the country is divided” ; (3 ) the requirement 
o f a referendum before entering a war would “ hamper”  
the government in its foreign policy.

Each o f these arguments is a complete absurdity from 
the point of view o f genuine democracy.

Granted that the United States has a representative form 
of government. But what is the government supposed to 
represent? The w ill o f the people, presumably. No ques
tion could be more important than that of war. I f  those 
who claim to be representatives o f the people believed that 
the nation should enter a war, then a popular vote on the 
issue could only help to prove whether they were in truth 
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M innesota Labor 
Honors Its M a rty r

A.F.L.-C.I.O. Resolution Places Responsibility 
for Violence Against W.P.A. Strikers on 
Federal and Local Administrations

Project No. 1

{S pecia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)

M IN N E A P O L IS , July 16— Organized labor w ill honor 
with a mass funeral this week its martyr, Emil Bergstrom, 
the unemployed worker killed by a police bullet in the Friday 
evening attack on the W .P.A. picket lines.

T'he Joint Action Committee, constituted by all the labor 
organizations o f the city, sent a committee to Governor 
Stassen Saturday which demanded that all W .P.A. projects 
stay' closed, and that there be no more violence and provoca
tion against the workers by the police. I he committee agreed 
to meet with state W .F.A. administrator Glotzbach Monday 
only i f  all Minneapolis projects stay closed. Later in the day,
alter telephoning his chief,*'
Harrington. in Chicago, 
Glotzbach announced the 
projects would stay closed. 
I lie Joint Action Committee 
had won its po in t!

Responsibility for the mur
der of Bergstrom and the 
shooting and in ju ry o f 24 
others was laid at the door of 
the Roosevelt administration 
in a sharply-worded resolu
tion adopted Saturday after
noon by a meeting of all union 
business agents and officials, 
including both A .F.L. and 
C.l.O.

1 lie  re so lu tion  is u n d o u b t
edly a la n d m a rk  in  the m i l i 
ta n t developm ent of the A m e r
ican labor m ovem ent. I t  de
serves quotation in  its  e n tire ty : 

“ Whereas th is  com bined 
united fro n t o f M inneapolis la 
bor holds th a t the m urderous 
assault of the M inneapolis po
lice g rew  d ire c tly  fro m  the ac
tions of persons and agencies 
nam ed below, and 

“ Whereas th is  tra g ic  a ttack 
by police upon w orkers, inno
cent bystanders and ch ild ren  
present, came as a d ire c t re 
su lt of the actions of the per
sons and agencies named be-

S.W.P. LEADS 
ANTI-COUGHLIN 
PICKET LINE

Anti-Fascist Arrested 
For Protesting Police 
Interference

All the News That's 
Fit to Print???

That Federal Bureau of 
Investigation agents, sent by 
Attorney General Murphy to 
‘ ‘investigate” the Minneapol
is W .P.A. strike, joined po
lice In last F rid ay ’s attack 
on the picket lines, was re
vealed by the following para
graph in a special dispatch 
to the New York Times, July 
15:

‘‘The police said Federal 
agents, cruising the scene in 
a car to determine whether 
there had been unlawful in
terference with persons de
siring to work, also loosed 
gas upon the crowd.”

This paragraph was part 
of the story appearing in the 
midnight edition of the 
Times. The later editions ap
peared W ITH O U T IT .

low ; and is not understandable 
w ithou t the polic ies and actions 
taken by these persons and 
these agencies,

“ Be i t  Resolved:
“ T ha t the com bined united 

labo r fro n t of A .F .L ., C .I.O ., 
W orkers A lliance  and the Fed
e ra l W orkers Section o f Loca l 
544 places d ire c t respons ib ility  
end blam e fo r  the M inneapolis 
s itua tion  upon:

“ 1. The present contem ptu
ous and uny ie ld ing  po licy  o f the 
W orks P rogress A d m in is tra 
tion , na tiona l, s ta te  and loca l, 
as w itnessed by the actions o f 
Colonel H a rrin g to n  tow ard  the 

(Continued on Page 3)

( Specia l lo  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
P H IL A ., Pa., J u ly  15—De

spite a de ta il o f m ore than 200 
police and p la inclo thesm en, 
who forbade any p icke ting  or 
hold ing o f s tree t corner m eet
ings, the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  and the Young Peoples 
Socia lis t League w ent th rough 
w ith  th e ir  dem onstra tion 
against a C oughlin ite  m eeting 
held las t n ig h t a t the M e tropo l
itan  Opera House.

The p icke t line , w ith  banners 
high and sing ing  loud ly, 
m arched down B road S treet un
t i l  they were besieged by a 
cordon o f cops a h a lf block 
away fro m  the “ M e t” .

Denied perm ission to p ro 
ceed fu r th e r by the police who 
outnum bered the p ickets, the 
dem onstra tors tu rned th e ir 
banners tow ard  B road S treet 
where the masses could see 
them , and then continued vo ic
ing  th e ir an ti-fasc is t slogans.

When Lou R oberts, a non-par
ty  p icke t a ttem pted to address 
the crow d on B road S treet and 
exp la in  th a t the dem onstra tors 
were being denied th e ir  ele
m en ta ry  c iv il  r igh ts , and th a t 
the Coughlin ites were always 
g iven perm ission and p ro tec
tion  to p icke t rad io  stations 
th a t d id no t c a rry  the Coughlin 
speech every  Sunday, he was 
im m e d ia te ly  seized and b ru ta l
ly  th row n  in to  a p a tro l wagon.

The S.W.P. lega l defense 
s ta ff had h im  released in  less 
than an hour fro m  the sta tion  
house where he was charged 
w ith  un law fu l assem bly. A t the 
m a g is tra te ’s hearing  R oberts 
was held in  $500 ba il fo r  a fu r 
the r hearing . The S.W.P. fu r 
nished the ba il to release h im  
fro m  the County prison where 
he was com m itted .

C oughlin addressed the audi
ence by a d ire c t telephone w ire  
fro m  R oyal Oak, M ich . He 
w ent through his usual d ia 
tribes aga inst the “ C om m un
is ts ”  in  the trade  unions.

The S.W.P. and Y .P .S .L . on
ly  learned o f the m eeting three 
days before i t  was held. In  th is  
sho rt tim e  5500 lea fle ts  were 
d is tr ib u te d ; scores of s tree t 
corner m eetings were held; 
and a num ber o f trade  unions 
contacted.

News From W P A  Strike Fronts 
Shows Picket Lines Hold Solid

A n  Education in Politics
(.Special to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)

ST. P A U L, M inn.—Heard on the strike 
front from a W .P.A. worker:

8:00 A .M .—Those are lies of the Boss 
papers! Roosevelt is not against the 
workers.

9:00 A .M .—T hat’s strange, I  thought 
Roosevelt was with us.

10:00 A .M .—By ----- , Roosevelt didn’t say
anything against the cuts, did he?

11:00 A .M .—Jim iny, he’s been fooling us 
all the while.

12:00 Noon—H e’s nothing but No. 1 strike
breaker.

1:00 P .M .—What? The Stalinist leaders 
of the Workers Alliance endorsed Roosevelt 
for a third term? Holy cats!

CHICAGO

Somervell 
Orders 
Dismissal 
O f 75,000

Statement Makes It 
Clear that Layoffs 
Are Permanent

By TO N Y  C HA PM AN  
Having spent last week in 

Chicago conferring with Col. F . 
C Harrington, national W .P.A. 
administrator, Col. Brehon 
Somervell, local W .P .A . chief, 
came home Saturday to an
nounce that 75,000 W .P.A. 
workers in New York would be 
dismissed by September 1 un
der the 18-month “ rotation”  
provision of the Roosevelt- 
Woodrum Starvation Relief 
Act.

Somervell declared that the 
rem oval of workers under the 
18-month clause “ is a straight 
layoff and not a furlough.” This

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

ROCHESTER

Strike Compells Shutting 

O f  A ll  W . P. A .  Operations
( Special to  the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l) 

RO C HESTER , N. Y ., J u ly  17—Faced w ith  
a 100 per cent shutdown o f W .P .A . p ro jects 
by the s tr ike rs , the W .P.A. au tho rities  on o r
ders fro m  State A d m in is tra to r Herzog yes te r
day suspended a ll W .P .A. operations in  M on
roe County.

The am azing fa c to r in the s tr ike  s itua tion  
here is th a t the W .P .A . w orkers have held out 
in  th is  s tr ik e  w ithou t organ iza tion  and leader
ship. They have s im p ly  been d rive n  to the 
point o f desperation by the Roosevelt re lie f 

(Continued on Page 4)

ST. PAUL

Buildimg Trades Council 
Calls M en  O u t on Strike

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
CHICAGO—In  the second week o f the na

tion-w ide W .P.A. s tr ike  a specia l m eeting  of 
the Chicago B u ild in g  T rades Council unan i
m ously adopted an o rde r fo r  a ll b u ild ing  
trades w orkers representing  212 locals to cease 
w ork on 65 pro jects.

Ths o ff ic ia l action brough t out m any add i
tiona l w orkers  to sw e ll the s tr ik e rs ’ ranks in  
the c ity  to over five  thousand. A t the same 
tim e the Sewer and Tunnel M in e rs ’ U nion has 
called out its  sk illed  w orkers and have thus 
com pelled the c losing o f th is  p ro je c t w hich 
em ploys in  the neighborhood o f 10,000.

The o ff ic ia l s tr ike  figu res  handed out by the 
a d m in is tra tio n  in  the person of C harles E . 
M ine r, State W .P .A. a d m in is tra to r, estim ates 
12,250 s tr ike rs  in  I ll in o is , exclusive o f Chicago. 
Yet, in  the same b reath . M in e r announces th a t 
25,000 W .P.A. w o rke rs  w il l  be severed fro m  
th e ir p ro jects  unless they re p o rt to w ork  a t 
once.

The s tr ikes  are now in  operation in  Chicago 
Southern I ll in o is , E a s t St. Louis, C a r lin v il le ’ 
B e lle v ille  and LaSalle  County

LABOR SPEAKS

“ . . . The President is de f
initely aligned against La
bor. . . I t  was his wish and 
his w ill that prompted 
Congress to completely re
verse the Administration’s 
labor policy. . . From now 
on Labor can look fo r few 
crumbs under the table of 
the New Deal.” — Minne
sota Union Advocate.

(See Page 3)

PHILADELPHIA

Federal and Local Cops 

Fail to Scare Srikers
( Special to the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)

ST. P A U L , M inn ., J u ly  16—The labor m ove
m ent o f th is  c ity  is no t lagg ing  behind its 
T w in  C ity  b ro ther, M inneapolis. The W .P.A. 
p ro jects  are s tru ck  e ffec tive ly .

I t  was no t long before fo r ty  o r f i f t y  cops of 
A tto rney  General M u rp h y ’s F edera l Bureau of 
Inves tiga tion  descended on the scene to spy 
on the a c tiv itie s  o f the s tr ike rs . T hey snooped 

(Continued on Page 4)

Strike Called O n  A ll  

G ov't Financed Projects
( Specia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)

P H IL A D E L P H IA , J u ly  17—The P h ilade lph ia  
B u ild in g  T rades Council ca lled a s tr ike  today 
on a ll governm ent-financed p ro jects e ffec tive  
6 p. m . Wednesday.

A ll bu ild ing  construction  p ro jects  financed 
m p a rt o r whole by the F edera l G overnm ent 
w ill be stopped by rem ova l o f a ll ou r m em bers 
in  support of our action w ith  regard  to the 
lockout now in  existence on W .P .A .,”  an
nounced N orm an  B lum berg , secre ta ry -treas
u re r o f the council.

O f 25,000 Pennsylvania- building trades work
ers, 17,000 are affiliated to the Philadelphia 
locals.

T h® P ittsb u rg h  bu ild ing  trades unions s truck  
the W .P.A. las t week.

is the f i r s t  o ff ic ia l s ta tem ent 
in d ica tin g  th a t the Roosevelt 
A d m in is tra tio n ’s in te rp re ta tio n  
o f the W .P .A . law  w ould mean 
perm anent layo ffs .

T w en ty  fiv e  hundred p ink 
s lips d a ily —th a t’s the ra tion  
th a t the New D eal is handing 
out to N ew Y o rk ’s W .P .A . 
w orkers  fo r  the nex t s ix  weeks. 
The f ir s t  v ic tim s  received 
the irs  Tuesday.

A lthough 75,000 w orkers w il l  
be dropped fro m  W .P .A . Som
e rve ll declared th a t no a ttem p t 
w il l  be made to rep lace them  
w ith  a s im ila r  num ber fro m  
the Home R e lie f R olls. O n ly 
42,000 w orke rs  w il l  be p e rm it
ted to rep lace the num ber o f 
m en f ire d  by Septem ber 1, 
S om erve ll stated.

T h a t those dism issed face the 
prospect o f long d raw n  ou t a t
tem pts to estab lish them selves' 
on the Hom e R e lie f R o lls  was 
ind ica ted  by W elfa re  Commis-' 
s ioner W illia m  Hodson. Hodsofl 
stated th a t i t  w il l  take  a t least 
one m onth fo r  these w orkers 
to get on the m u n ic ip a l re lie f 
ro ils , and th a t on ly  one -th ird  to 
one-half o f those f ire d  fro m  
W .P.A. w ould u ltim a te ly  get on 
the ro lls .

I  IN K S  F IN D  
GO ING TOUGH 

ST. P A U L—Things sure are 
p re tty  tough fo r  a poor scab 
these days. E ve rybody  is 
aga inst h im ; s tr ik e rs  beat h im  
up, decent people boo h im , and 
the boss coppers, who p ro te c t 
h im , hate h im . B u t to top i t  a ll 
o ff, even his boss, the W .P.A. 
adm in is tra tio n  doesn’t  app rec i
ate his b e lly  c ra w lin g . In  W hite 
B ear, M inn ., the scabs who 
have been w o rk in g  have th re a t
ened to s tr ik e  i f  they cannot 
m ake up th e ir  tim e . I t  sure 
don’t  pay to fin k  on the w o rk 
ers f
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— By B. J. WIDICK —
Three good union m en were 

k ille d  in  H a rlan , K en tucky, 
d u ring  the la s t week. Two of 
them  were shot by  N a tiona l 
G uardsm en. One o f them  was 
k ille d  by a scab over the week 
end.

Three union men dead. W hat 
was th e ir  c rim e? They were on
ly  defending th e ir ina lienab le  
r ig h t to  organize, to ob ta in  co l
lec tive  ba rga in ing .

In  its  s trike -b reak ing  a c tiv i
ties the N a tiona l G uard  was not 
sa tis fied , however, w ith  m ere ly  
try in g  to te rro rize  the H a rlan  
m iners  by th re a t of arm ed 
force. The G uardsm en used 
force.

Resentm ent among the m in 
ers, a lready p len ty  h igh be
cause o f the presence o f the 
N a tiona l G uard, reached a 
break ing  po in t a fte r the shoot
ings.

So w hat d id  the G uard  do? I t  
rounded up 246 active  s tr ike rs  
and th e ir  w ives and packed 
them  in to  an over-crowded ja il.

GuHty of What?
W hat was the charge? “ Band

ing  and con fede ra ting .”  Phoney 
fro m  the f ir s t  le tte r to the last. 
A fa m ily  eating d inner is 
"band ing  and con fede ra ting ”  
to eat food. A Sunday school is 
“ banding and con fede ra ting ”  to 
observe re lig ious  .exercises.

In  so m any words, the 
“ C rim e "  of the H a rla n  m iners, 
accord ing  to the ' N a tiona l 
G uard m e n ta lity , was getting  
together and s tr ik in g .

The charges against the 246 
m ine rs  and th e ir w ives are 
pure  and s im p le  fram e-ups. A 
desperate move to use “ L e g a l”  
te r ro r  aga inst the so lid  ranks 
o f the s tr ike rs . B a il was p u t a t 
$257,000 in  an e ffo rt to keep the 
s tr ik e rs  in  ja i l  and t r y  to break 
th e ir m ora le .

W . A . A . Publicly 
Joins Strikebreakers

Labor-Skate Lasser Crawls on His Belly 
To Assure Roosevelt of Fidelity

F in a lly , a fte r a week of 
sneaky underhanded sabotage 
o f the W .P.A. s tr ike , the W ork
ers A lliance  has openly jo ined 
the s tr ike -b reake rs .

Dave Lasser, p res iden t of the 
S ta lin is t-con tro lled  unem ployed 
o rgan iza tion , issued his in fa m 
ous s tr ike -b reak ing  sta tem ent 
on M onday, Ju ly  17 in  the fo rm  
of a message to P res ident 
Roosevelt, in fo rm in g  h im  th a t 
m em bers of h is o rgan iza tion ’s 
executive council w ere being ] 
polled on a proposal to h a lt a ll 
W .P .A . stoppages and devote! 
a ll th e ir s treng th  to “ o rd e r ly ”

pressure on Congress.
S trike -b reaker L asse r’s ac

tion  was foreshadowed la s t Sat
urday when H e rb e rt B en jam in , 
general secre ta ry  o f the A l l i 
ance, made the fo llow ing  w h in 
ing  com m ent on R oosevelt’s 
“ You can ’t  s tr ik e  against the 
gove rnm en t”  p ronunc iam en to :

“ The W orkers A lliance  has a 
fixed  po licy  w ith  rega rd  to 
s tr ikes  and has not departed 
fro m  th is  po licy  in  th is  in 
stance. We have no t ca lled any 
s tr ikes  and are no t ca llin g  any 
s tr ikes  o f W .P .A. w o rke rs .”  
(New Y o rk  T im es, J u ly  16.)

S ta lin is t O u tfit Wrecks 
Alam eda W .P.A. Strike

( jv 9 d d y  j& w > ioos &VI o} jv to a d g )
O A K LA N D , C al., J u ly  13 — 

F ive  thousand W .P .A . w orkers 
in  A lam eda and Contra Costa 
Counties re tu rned  to w o rk  here 
today a fte r a two-day s tr ike  
w h ich  was de lib e ra te ly  w recked 
by the S ta lin is t W orkers A l l i 
ance. U rg in g  the w orkers to 
“ organize on the jo b "  the co r
ru p t “ leaders”  of the A lliance  
last n ig h t a t a m eeting held in  
fne C iv ic  A u d ito riu m  in  O ak
land, refused to a llow  any d is
cussion of the m otion  to re tu rn  
to w ork  and refused to take  a 
nay vote on the question.

T u rn in g  the s tr ike  and the 
s tr ike  m eetings in to  a pro- 
Roosevelt m ovem ent, the S ta l
in is ts  betrayed the w orkers 
who had le ft  the p ro jects  by the 
thousands. D e libe ra te ly  spread
ing confusion and o u tr ig h t lies 
and by com plete fa ilu re  to o r
ganize p icke t lines the S ta lin 
ists revealed the A lliance  as a 
scab-herding com pany union.

was adjourned.
New O rganization

A ll du ring  the s tr ike  m em 
bers of the A lliance  were kept 
in  ignorance o f the plans, m em 
bers of the C om m unist P a rty  
scabbed, and s tr ik in g  w orkers 
were le ft w ith o u t ins tructions 
or leadership.

As a re su lt o f th is  complete 
fa ilu re  of the A lliance , a new 
m ilita n t organ iza tion  o f W .P .A . 
w o rke rs  was born du ring  the 
s tr ik e  and w il l  begin a t once to 
f ig h t aga inst the se ll-out p o li
cies of the S ta lin is ts  and the 
v ;a r-m ongering  governm ent of 
Roosevelt. A ff il ia te d  w ith  the 
P rogressive Unem ployed Com
m ittee  w hich now c la im s a 
m em bersh ip  o f m ore than fou r 
hundred m em bers, th is  W .P .A. 
local w il l  proceed to bu ild  a 
genuine rank  and file  o rganiza
tion  fo r the purpose of leading 
the w orkers to w in  jobs a t trade 
union wages.

I t ’s the same d ir ty  s tun t the 
N ationa l G uard  a lw ays uses to 
break s tr ikes . They tr ie d  i t  on 
the auto w orkers in  Anderson, 
Ind ., when we w ere there  d u r
ing  the G eneral M otors s tr ike .

I t  served to expose the N a
tiona l G uard  to m any w avering  
elem ents. I t  fo rged an iro n  rin g  
o f so lid a rity  am ong the w o rk 
ers. In  H a rla n , the re su lt w il l  
be the same.

A na tiona l cam paign of the 
C.I.O . to free  the H a rla n  m in 
ers m ust begin im m ed ia te ly . 
The three m a r ty rs  am ong the 
H a rla n  s tr ik e rs  can be avenged 
in  on ly  one w ay. The open shop 
m ust be smashed. The U n ited  
M ine W orkers should continue 
its  d rive  u n til a closed shop and 
good union conditions p re va il in  
H a rla n , K en tucky .

Perhaps John L . Lew is  spoke 
o f the H a rla n  m iners  in  his 
Chicago speech Sunday and the 
press fa ile d  to m ention it. He 
Should have made i t  such a b ig  
po in t th a t om ission was im 
possible.

The H a rla n  v ic tim s  should be 
honored by the C.I.O . w ith  the 
same revefrence as the m u rd e r
ed w orke rs  o f the Chicago L i t 
tle  Steel m assacre.

Honor them  by fig h tin g  
against the oppressors who 
caused th e ir  death. And John 
L . Lew is h a rd ly  looked like  a 
f ig h te r o r union leader when 
his on ly action a fte r the H a rlan  
k ill in g s  was to w rite  a le tte r to 
F ra n k  M u rphy , A tto rney  Gen
e ra l dem anding pro tection  . . . 
a t a tim e  when M urphy  was do
ing his best to break tire W .P .A . 
w o rke rs ’ s tr ike  against s ta rv a 
tion  wages.

* * *

Green Fails
A fte r a ll these years o f the 

A .F .L .-C .I.O . d ispute, W illia m  
Green, president o f the A .F .L ., 
cou ldn ’t  s p lit  the Salem, Mass, 
labor m ovem ent despite the 
strenuous e ffo rts  on his p a rt.

The c u rre n t issue o f the 
N orth  Shore O rganizer, news
paper o f the Lynn , Peabody, 
and Salem , Mass. C .I.O . m ove
m ent te lls  the s to ry  o f how 
G reen's o rders to expel C .I.O. 
unions fro m  the C entra l labor 
m ovem ent fa ile d  com p le te ly  in  
the past.

H is  personal agent. Aaron 
V e llm an  appeared a t the last 
m eeting and demanded expu l
sion o f tlie  C .I.O . unions or else 
the ch a rte r w ould be lifte d . 
The body fough t unan im ously 
aga inst th is  ta c tic  bu t in  the 
end the purge was ca rr ie d -o u t, 
a lthough in  a d iffe re n t fashion 
than Green w ould have liked .

The C .I.O . unions ca lled  a re 
cess and m e t by them selves. 
They re tu rned  sh o rtly  and an
nounced th a t to  avoid the 
A .F .L . unions losing th e ir  cha r
te r  by  d isobeying Green, the 
C .I.O , unions w ould  w ith d ra w ,

“ You Can’t  S tr ike ”
When the w orkers  responded 

to the nation-w ide spontaneous 
s tr ik e  aga inst the W oodrum  
B il l,  the A lliance  ca lled  a dem 
onstra tion  a t w h ich  the w ork
ers were to ld  “ You can ’t  s tr ike  
aga inst the gove rnm en t” . When 
the A lliance  leadership saw 
th a t the w orkers were de te r
m ined to f ig h t aga inst the 
coolie wages and the 30-day va 
cations w ithou t pay, they an
nounced a “ s tr ik e  m ee ting ”  fo r 
the fo llow ing  M onday — two 
days a fte r the nation-w ide 
s tr ike  had begun!

A t th is  m eeting  the S ta lin is t 
bu reaucra ts o f the A lliance  
tr ie d  to head o ff the m ovem ent 
by pre tend ing  i t  was not a 
s tr ike  bu t a “ p ro test demon
s tra tio n ” . They then ca lled fo r 
another m eeting to discuss 
ways and means o f p icke ting  

! the pro jects w hich w ere aready 
closed. In  the m eantim e w o rk 
ers were continu ing  to w a lk  o ff 
the p ro jects  and w a itin g  fo r  the 
A lliance  to organize fly in g  
squads to b rin g  ou t the re m a in 
ing  pro jects.

In tim id a te  Rank and F ile
A t every m eeting in J e ffe r

son P a rk  in  O akland the A l l i 
ance fake rs  made long-winded 
speeches about noth ing in  p a r
tic u la r and a ttem pted to w ear 
out the patience o f the w orkers 
who saw the s tr ike  being sabo
taged. A t every m eeting the 
S ta lin is ts  announced “ big 
p lans”  fo r  the next day but each 
day was the same. When the 
leadership saw th a t m ilita n t 
rank  and file  W .P .A. w orkers 
were o rgan iz ing  to pu ll ou t the 
rem a in ing  p ro jects and were 
issu ing lea fle ts  in  support of 
the s tr ike  and u rg ing  the lead
ersh ip  to ca ll on the trade 
union, to organize p icke t lines 
and to set up a m ili ta n t m ove
m en t to m ake the s tr ik e  a suc
cess, A lliance  leaders became 
pan icky and tr ie d  lies and in 
tim id a tio n  to p revent the w o rk 
ers fro m  read ing  the rank  and 
file  leafle ts.

A t the mass m eeting held la s t 
n igh t in  O akland the S ta lin is ts  
headed o ff a ll discussion by 
d ragg ing  out L ieu tenan t-G over
nor Patte rson, b ig -w ig  in  
R oosevelt’s D em ocra tic  P a rty , 
who im m e d ia te ly  made a cam 
paign speech fo r  h im se lf by 
u rg ing  the people to be ca lm , 
to be pa tien t, to  continue to vote 
lo r  R oosevelt’s po lic ies, etc. I t  
was a fa rce  and m em bers of 
the A lliance  and C om m unist 
P a rty  were overheard try in g  to 
fig u re  out w ha t had happened. 
A fte r a few  opportun is tic  re 
m arks  about the “ H am  and 
E ggs”  m ovem ent, the m eeting

but th a t u n ity  w ould not be 
broken.

“ W e’l l  fin d  organ iza tiona l 
means o f w o rk in g  toge the r,”  
the spokesman o f the C.I.O . de
cla red .

MILITANTS QUIT 
S.P. JOBLESS 
ORGANIZATION

Strikebreaking Final 
Proof of Federation's 
Reactionary Nature

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A opea i)
W ASH IN G TO N, D. C.—When 

the p ie-card bureaucra ts of the 
N a tiona l W orkers S ecurity  Fed
e ra tion  ordered th e ir  s tr ik in g  
m em bers to go back to w ork, 
the D is tr ic t P ro je c t W orke rs ’ 
U nion, o f W ashington, D. C. 
ca lled th is  action by its  r ig h t 
name — s tr ike b re a k in g  — and 
unanim ously voted to w ith d ra w  
fro m  a ff il ia tio n  to th is  fake  ou t
f it .

A week p rev ious ly , the Wash
ington union had scored the 
clause in  the constitu tion  o f the 
W orke rs ’ S ecurity  Federa tion  
w hich bars w orkers fro m  m e m 
bership because o f p o lit ic a l be
lie fs , bu t had le t the m a tte r 
ride  u n til such tim e  as the 
W orke rs ’ S ecurity  Federa tion  
proved to the h i lt  its  reac tion 
a ry  cha racte r.

P u b lic ity  cha irm an  W aldron 
o f the W .S.F. was o r ig in a lly  a 
m em ber o f the D is tr ic t P ro je c t 
W orkers U nion, who valued his 
c ig h ty -d o lla r a month W .P.A. 
job  in  a superv iso ry  capac ity  
m ore than he d id  the bu ild ing  
up of a m ili ta n t union. S tr ic t ly  
a desk-boy, he d id  not w an t to 
com prom ise h im se lf w ith  any 
unpleasant p lugw ork . He found 
a ve ry  f lim s y  excuse to drop 
out of the D .P .W .U .

A t the W ashington convention 
of the W orkers S ecurity  F ede r
a tion, when a m otion  was made 
to g ive W ashington representa
tion  on the N a tiona l C om m ittee 
o f the W .S .F ., W aldron was v ig 
orous in  h is opposition.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
C AM P S E V E N  OAKS. Eaten- 

town, N . J. Tennis, sw im 
m ing , ping-pong. P lum b ing . 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
Car leaves every  F r id a y  a t 
7 p .m . fro m  58 E . 4th St. to 
Camp. M ake reservations, 
please! You m ay also p itch  
the sum m er. Phone: Eaten- 
town 515.

At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

The Way to Victory!

On the W.P.A. 
Picket Line 
In Minnesota

W .P.A. workers, who struck for union wages and 
against Roosevelt’s relief-cutting, as they held a mass 
meeting a t the North Beach Airport project in New York  
which is completely paralyzed by the strike.

Boston Appeal Salesmen Hold 
Ground Against Coughlinites

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
BOSTON, Ju ly  8—E xc ite m e n t 

leached a h igh  p itch  here to
day. as a gang of Coughlin ite  
hoodlum s se lling  th e ir Social 
Justice rag , and ab ly  assisted 
by a M r. M urphy who c la im ed 
his o ff ic ia l position is Super
v iso r of M in o rs ’ L icences fo r 
the School C om m ittee, a tte m p t
ed to chase Appeal salesmen 
fro m  t^e  crowded shopping d is
tra c t, and to create a lynch  s p ir
i t  aga inst Johnny Taber, ener
getic  Appeal agent.

M urphy , assisted by a cop 
pu lled  T aber aside, although 
T aber was the on ly Appeal 
salesm an on the corner, and 
there were eleven Coughlin ites. 
When other Appeal salesmen 
w ent to T abe r's  side, M urphy  
tr ied  to get the cop to a rres t

a ll o f them . Th is  so angered 
severa l c itizens th a t they in te r 
vened. M urphy  then to ld  the 
cop to “ p u ll them  in, too, fo r 
res is ting  an o ffice r in  p e rfo rm 
ance o f his d u ty ” .

The Appeal m en protested so 
s trong ly  th a t the cop f in a lly  ac
cepted Taber's  proposal of one 
salesm an on each corner, and 
M urphy, ev iden tly  a Coughlin 
supporte r, s lunk away m u tte r
ing “ I ’l l  get an ordinance 
passed in the C ity  Council 
aga inst you guys.”  People 
stand ing around, inc lud ing  a 
C om m unist P a rty  m em ber, 
congra tu la ted  them  on th e ir 
stand, and they re tu rned  to the 
sale of the Appeal, where they 
d id  be tte r than the Coughlin- 
ii.es.

Watch the A n ti -Coughlin 
Campaign in New York!

By A B E  M IL L E R  
N. Y . L ite ra tu re  Agent

The sale of the anti-C oughlin 
pam ph le t by the New Y o rk  
local of the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  ind ica tes th a t in  New 
Y o rk  we are ta k in g  the f ir s t  
step tow ards becom ing a cam 
paign p a rty . In  less than  three 
weeks 8,500 copies o f the pam 
phle t, “ F a th e r Coughlin—Fas
c is t D em agogue,”  have been 
sold to w orkers  in  the m ain  
thoroughfares of New Y ork .

N ever before have we in  New 
Y o rk  encountered such w ide
spread enthusiasm  as was dem 
onstrated in  the streets to 
w ards our salesmen. E ncou r
aging words are reported  by 
a ll salesmen. Sm all donations 
fo r the free  d is tr ib u tio n  o f the 
pam phle t are m ade quite fre 
quently  by an ti-fasc is ts . In  
some cases, w orkers have vo l
u n ta r ily  appointed them selves 
guards in o rde r to p ro tec t ou r 
com rades fro m  the Coughlin 
goon squads. P ra c tic a lly  a ll 
salesmen are unanim ous in  re 
po rting  th a t rank  and f ile  S ta l
in is ts  th roughou t the c ity  p u r
chase the an ti-C oughlin  pam 
phlet.

N on-P arty  Salesmen
One of the novel features of 

th is cam paign has been the re 
c ru itm e n t o f salesmen both 
fro m  pa rty  and non-party  peo
ple. One non-party  salesm an 
sold 550 anti-C oughlin pam 
phlets in  three days in  the 
heart of the Needle Trades 
center.

The branches nave ins titu ted  
regu la r mass s.xj s in  p rac tica i- 
ly  every  neighborhood where 
the C oughlin ites function . We 
single out fo r  pra ise three 
branches: the B ronx  fo r  the 819 
pam phlets sold by means o f its  
re g u la r sales a t F o rdham  Rd. 
and elsewhere, the U pper West 
Side fo r  its  sale o f 175 pam 
phlets in  one n ig h t in  W ashing
ton H eights, and the sm a ll Boro 
P a rk  branch fo r  its  sale o f 160 
pam phlets sold in  the face of 
m any obstacles. A ll  branches 
have cooperated in  assigning 
com rades to sell a t T im es Sq. 
every  S aturday, day and n igh t. 
The Downtown and Lo w e r E a s t 
Side branches have ju s t in s t i

tu ted a series of S aturday mass 
sales to take place a t 59th St. 
and 14th St., C oughlin sale 
spots.

Raise Quota
As a resu lt o f the increased 

demand fo r  our pam phle t local 
N. Y . has increased its  o r ig in a l 
quota fro m  4,000 to 15.000 pam 
phlets. Com rade F ra n k , the 
c ity  organ izer, feels th a t 25,000 
copies can be sold easily  i f  the 
branches continue th e ir p res
ent pace. We have also doubled 
a ll branch quotas in  o rde r to 
meet the dem and fo r the pam 
phlets in  the neighborhood. The 
present s tand ing and quotas are 
as fo llow s:

New
Branch Reached Quota
L . E . S..............  235 400
D owntown 404 1000
U. W. S. 400 1000
B ronx 819 1200
B row nsv ille  . . 125 500
Boro P k ...........  160 400
A sto ria  50 200
Jam aica  . . 50 200
Teachers 35 —
Needle T rade 

& Day 250 500
Center ...........  3000 6000
The success o f the an ti

Coughlin cam paign is ju s t the 
beginning. W atch us when Com
rade B u rn h a m ’s pam phle t, 
“ L e t the People Vote on W a r” , 
comes o ff the press.

Russian Bulletin Out
The Tenth  A n n ive rsa ry  Is 

sue of the Russian Opposi
tion  B u lle tin  has ju s t a r
rived . The issue is a lm ost en
tire ly  composed o f a rtic les  
by L . D. T ro tsky  w ith  an es
p ec ia lly  in te res ting  a rtic le  
about the ten yea rs ’ ex is t
ence of the B u lle tin .

The m agazine can be ob
ta ined a t the Labo r Book
shop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, 
New Y o rk  C ity .

Buy the Socialist Appeal 
at Your Newsstand

By C AR L O’SHEA
Squads of youth and women 

look to the streets F r id a y  se lling  
the Special ly .P .A . S trike  B u l
le tin  issued by the N orthw est 
O rgan ize r, organ of the Team 
sters Jo in t Council. Tw en ty -five  
thousand copies of the B u lle tin  
are being d is tribu ted  th rough
out the N orthw est.

*  *  *

H ere ’s one fo r  the books. The 
St. Pau l P ioneer Press revealed 
F r id a y  th a t M rs. Chester W at
son, em ployed as a superv isor 
on a W .P .A. h a n d ic ra ft p ro je c t 
in the au d ito riu m , hasn ’t  s truck  
yet.

And who is M R . C HESTER  
WATSON? He is the president 
o f the M innesota W orkers A ll i 
ance, m y friends.

*  *  Z

The S ilve r S h irts  have organ
ized a ra th e r la rge  group
among W .P.A. w orkers on the 
U n ive rs ity  of M innesota cam 
pus. and are opposing the pres
ent w a lkout. Wednesday. Ju ly  
12, when a group of 544 Federa l 
W orkers Section pickets w ent 
over to the “ U ”  to p icke t, one 
of the fascists pu lled  a 13-inch 
hunting  kn ife  and stabbed two 
pickets, M yron  P h illip s  and
I,es te r W achter. The f in k  was 
la te r ja ile d , and i t  was lucky  fo r 
h im  the cops took th is  ra t away.

*  *  *

The St. Paul P ioneer Press, 
tra d it io n a l reac tiona ry  sheet, 
today fo r the f i r s t  tim e  finds  i t 
se lf p ra is ing  the P res ident fo r  
"h is  f i rm  s tand ”  aga inst the 
W .P.A. s tr ike .

*  *  *

Thursday m orn ing  around 
8:30 a group of F.W.-S. pickets 
surrounded E v e re tt school, 
where some fin ks  w ere try in g  
to scab. A copper cam e up, 
pu lled a gun and s ta rted  w av
ing i t  a t the p icke ts, y e llin g : 
“ I 'm  going to k i l l  a couple of 
you. I  hate W .P .A . w orkers 
anyw ay. And I  haven ’t  fo rg o t
ten w ha t you d id  in  1934.”

He was re fe rr in g  to the '34 
tru c k  s tr ike , when the d rive rs  
mopped the streets w ith  the en
tire  M inneapolis police force.

The cop ’s num ber is 470, and 
the F.W .S. is reg is te ring  a com 
p la in t w ith  c ity  o ffic ia ls .

* * *
In c id e n ta lly , th is  is the fo u rth  

cop to th rea ten W .P.A. s tr ike rs  
w ith  death. O ther cops, whose 
num bers are known to 544, have 
threatened to “ k i l l  tw o o f you— 
—s for- w ha t you did to G e a rty .”

* * *
G earty  is the cop who died 

M onday a fte r a scu ffle  a t the 
Sewing P ro jec t. A ll the boss pa
pers im m e d ia te ly  tr ie d  to d rum  
up lynch law  aga inst the s tr ike  
by c la im in g  th a t G ea rty  was 
k illed  by s tr ike rs . H owever, the 
press q u ick ly  choked its e lf o ff 
when D eputy Coroner C aller- 
s trom  said an autopsy showed 
death was caused by co ronary 

j sclerosis, a hea rt condition w ith  
w hich G earty  had been a f f l ic t 
ed. The m in o r in ju r ie s  sustain 
ed by G earty  severa l hours 
e a rlie r were no t a fa c to r in  his 
death, the coroner said.

* * ❖
None o f the boss papers to ld 

W HY the p icke ts were so en
raged a t the f in k  F ra n k  F ischer 
and fo llowed h im  a ll the way 
fro m  the Sewing P ro je c t to  the 
c ity  h a ll, where 500 p ickets took 
over the courthouse fo r an 
hour.

F ische r had tr ied  to stab a 
p icke t w ith  a sharp heavy 
screw -d rive r. The p ickets were 
unarm ed, and n a tu ra lly  they 
resented th is  m urderous a t
tem pt. Several cops were
knocked down w h ile  the crow d 
taugh t F ische r a l it t le  lesson. 
He was kep t in  ja i l  fo r his own 
protection.

• « »
Believe i t  o r not, there 's  a 

S ta lin is t W .P .A . s tr ik e r  in  St. 
Pau l who says, “ I  don ’t  believe 
those stories in  the paper th a t 
P resident Roosevelt is aga inst 
our s tr ik e .”  A sm a ll crow d
around h im  a lm ost laughed 
them selves s ick  a t the m an ’s 
c re d u lity .

*  *  *  ,
The Wednesday, Ju ly  12 

m orn ing  papers quoted R icha rd  
Adam s, secre ta ry  o f the D u lu th  
W orkers A lliance , as ca llin g  fo r 
a re tu rn  to w o rk  a fte r s ta ting  
the w a lkou t “ here and th rough
out the na tion  has rece ived the 
a tten tion  of the people. I  feel 
confident th a t our elected rep
resentatives, being aw are of 
our a ttitude , w il l  recons ide r.”  

Adam s was a wee b it p re v i
ous. A  phone ca ll to the D u lu th  
B u ild in g  T rades Council 
b rought w ord the tow n was s t i l l  
tied  up tig h t.

*  # *

John Janasco, Dan B e ll, and 
the N o rth  C en tra l D is tr ic t 
Council o f F ede ra l W orkers 
Sections have got a ll o f w estern 
W isconsin tied  up t ig h te r than 

a b u ll ’s-eye in  fly t im e .

MASS D IS T R IB U T IO N  OF 
A P P E A L  IN  W .P.A. S T R IK E !

Since the beginning of the 
present W .P .A . s tr ik e  the s ta ff 
o f the S ocia list Appeal has been 
w o rk ing  a ll hours, no t on ly  tu rn 
ing  ou t the paper conta in ing  
the la tes t news, bu t also m a il
ing  ou t the orders fo r  e x tra  
papers th a t have come in.

New Y o rk  C ity  alone has 
taken 3,000 ex tra  papers.

St. Lou is and E as t St. Louis 
have taken 500 extras.

M inneapolis has rece ived 600

extra  Appeals.
N ew ark took 200 e x tra , De

tr o it  300 e x tra , Toledo 100 ex
tra , P h ilade lph ia  25 add itiona l, 
C leveland 500 to ta l, e tc., etc.

The Socia lis t Appeal is  in  the 
fro n t line  trenches, supporting  
the W .P .A . s tr ik e rs !

The la s t tw o issues o f the 
Appea l have a lready  been sold 
and d is tr ib u te d  to the tune of 
m ore than 5,000 e x tra  copies!

Send in  your ex tra  bundle o r
ders im m e d ia te ly  fo r  d is tr ib u 
tion  am ong the m ili ta n t W .P .A . 
s tr ik e rs ! D on ’t  lose a m in u te !

T H E  GOOD L IF E  
ON A W .P .A . W AGE 
E d ito r :

I  am  w o rk in g  on W .P.A. 
about 20 m iles fro m  P etersburg  
in  the N a tiona l P a rk  d is tr ic t 
ca lled S w ift C reek R ecreationa l 
Area. 12 hours fo r 8 hours ’ pay. 
We leave here a t 6 and “ t im e ”  
s ta rts  a t 8. We get 28 cents an 
hour, 140 hours a m onth, $39.20 
to ta l pay a m onth  on w h ich  to 
support m y w ife  and baby. I t ’s 
k ill in g  me. F o r those who stay 
in  the c ity  on c ity  p ro jec ts  the 
pay is 26 cents an hour.

A ra th e r d if f ic u lt  p lace to 
c ra ck  the she ll—b u t I ’m  going 
to do m y  dam ndest. Would ap
p recia te  i f  you have any old 
Appeals o r any beg inne r’s l i t 
e ra tu re  w h ich  you could send 
me. You can get p re tty  blue 
around here. I ’ l l  apprecia te  
hearing  fro m  you.

C om rade ly yours,
J im m ie  L . 

P etersburg , Va.

“ C H A R IT Y ”  B EG IN S  
W ITH  H O U N D IN G  OF SICK 
D ear E d ito r:

Do you know  about the “ ch a r
i t y ”  and benevolence o f our lo 
cal Los Angeles C ounty C h a ri
ties o ffic ia ls?  I f  no t m ay I  in 
fo rm  you th a t tube rcu la rs , 
m any of whom  are near skin 
and bones are hav ing  th e ir 
m eagre and in su ffic ie n t “ re 
l ie f ”  checks reduced fro m  the 
fo rm e r eleven do lla rs  to only 
nine do ila rs  a m onth. T h ir ty -  
s ix  cents a day is ev iden tly  too 
m uch money fo r these poor un-

CONGRESS 
'LIBERALS' 
BACK DOWN

Desert WPA Strikers 
As They Follow Their 
White House Leader

; fo rtuna tes, accord ing  to our 
supervisors o r s im ila r  pa ra s itic  
po litic ians  in charge of the “ re 
l ie f ” .

On top of th is , m ost of these 
poor people are cons tan tly  hu
m ilia te d  by v is its  fro m  fake 
“ socia l w o rke rs ”  who are noth
ing bu t detectives pa id  exce l
len t sa la ries  to w a tch  these 
poor people, how they spend 
th e ir m oney or i f  they are home 
a ll the tim e . Besides th is  they 
are constan tly  made to sign 
papers, dozens o f them  w hich 
in v a r ia b ly  repea t th a t they are 
paupers o r words to th a t e ffect 
and have no m oney. In  the-case 
of those who own a m iserab le  
home, m any liens are f i l le d  out 
and th e ir homes m ortgaged to 
the county. Even police are re 
sorted to and come runn ing  in  
a t n ig h t to see i f  the patien ts 
are home sleeping and no t ou t 
a ttend ing  a m ovie , fo r  you m ust 
know th a t to attend a m ovie 
and fo rg e t your troub les is a 
c rim e .

H ounding the Aged
The aged rec ip ien ts  of state 

old age “ s e c u rity ”  are likew ise  
ill- tre a te d . I f  the so ca lled “ so
c ia l w o rk e r”  finds  th a t the 
aged m an or w om an receives 
free  ren t, ten do lla rs  w il l  be de
ducted fro m  .the th ir ty - f iv e  do l
la rs  w h ich  he is supposed to re 
ceive. leaving  h im  tw en ty -five  
do lla rs  a m onth on w hich to ex
is t. He too is constan tly  
watched and dogged by women 
detectives as i f  he were a c r im 
ina l and asked the same ques
tions over and over again. Such 
is the “ c h a r ity "  and benevo
lence of our pub lic  paid “ se rv 
an ts ”  who receive enorm ous 
sa la ries  to cu t down the m ost 
m eagre and inadequate re lie f 
to the s ick and aged.

A thorough inves tiga tion  can 
re a d ily  prove the above s ta te
ments.

I t  is about tim e  th a t we r id  
ourselves o f these p o lit ic a l p a r
asites and im bec iles  who re 
ceive fa t  pay fo r m ak ing  people 
m iserab le .

J. L ., Los Angeles, Cal. 
June 28. 1939.

D ec la ring  th a t s tr ikes  of 
W .P .A. w orkers  th roughout the 
nation had “ em barrassed”  the 
m em bers of Congress, Senator 
James E . M u rra y  and R epre
sentative Adolph Sabath, lead
ers o f the “ le ft  w in g ”  New 
Dealers, announced S aturday, 
J u ly  15, th a t they had w ith 
draw n th e ir b ills  ca llin g  fo r  the 
res to ra tion  of the p re va ilin g  
wage on W .P.A.

Senator M u rra y  said th a t the 
s tr ik e  s itua tion  made i t  “ inop
portune to im m e d ia te ly  press 
fo r the res to ra tion  of the p re 
va ilin g  w age.”

“ I  never t r y  to do the im pos
s ib le ,”  said R epresentative 
Sabath, who only a few  days 
ago had g iven his oath to o r
ganized labor to push the res
o lu tion  in  the House.

Reports fro m  W ashington 
po in t to the fa c t th a t the 
“ fr iends  o f la b o r”  in  Congress 
had asked A .F .L . o ffic ia ls  to 
ca ll o ff the s tr ike , as the p rice  
fo r th e ir  support of the p re v a il
ing wage am endm ents.

W hat is le f t  now o f the ca re 
fu lly  concocted fa iry  ta le—in 
vented by the S ta lin is ts—th a t a 
staunch band o f New D ealers 
w ere ready to f ig h t to the death 
aga inst the new re lie f-sm ash
ing  measure?

The D a ily  W orker, ly in g  in  
th is  as in  a ll o ther th ings, re 
ports  in  its  M onday, Ju ly  17 is 
sue, th a t Congressmen M u rra y  
and Sabath had “ refused to 
concede th a t the (p re va ilin g  
wage) issue was dead.”

“ Sabath how ever declared 
th a t the poss ib ility  o f his p re 
v a ilin g  wage reso lu tion  being 
reported  fa vo ra b ly  by the 
House A pprop ria tions  Commits 
tee d id  no t look b r ig h t.”  (D a ily  
W orker, J u ly  17).

A ll a v e ry  crooked w ay of 
saying  th a t the New Deal con
gressm en have fo llow ed th e ir 
leader, P res ident Roosevelt, 
and are try in g  to fo rce  the 
W .P .A . w o rke rs  to re tu rn  to 
th e ir  jobs a t scab wages.

A N O TH E R  E X A M P L E  OF 
S TA L IN IS T  SABOTAGE
E d ito r :

On M onday, Ju ly  10, a few  
o f us on the newspaper index
ing p ro je c t, m em bers o f the 
A m erican  W orkers A lliance , is 
sued a pe tition  to our fe llo w  
w orkers , asking them  to s ign  i f  
they were w illin g  to p a rtic ip a te  
in  a one-day p ro test s tr ike  and 
p icke t line  in  fro n t of the Ste
vens H ote l where Col. H a rr in g 
ton and o ther W .P .A. adm in is 
tra to rs  were in  session.

O ur p ro test was to be aga inst 
the W oodrum  B il l  and against 
the com ing lay-o ffs . Since 
m any of us w ould be affected 
and la id  o ff because of the 18 
m onth  em p loym ent clause, we 
wanted to le t the a d m in is tra 
tors know how we fe lt  about it .  
A lso, we were opposed to the 
cuts in  the p re va ilin g  wage 
scale.

P lac ing  G u ilt
The w orkers on the p ro je c t 

were ready to s tr ike . They had 
responded ve ry  fa vo ra b ly  to a 
le a fle t w h ich  a ttacked the 
W oodrum  B il l,  Roosevelt and 
the New D eal, and w h ich  ex
p la ined the need fo r s tr ik e  ac
tion . The S ta lin is ts  in  our lo 
ca l, how ever, sabotaged the 
p repara tions so e ffe c tive ly  th a t 
on ly 23 s ignatures were gotten 
on the pe tition  and on th is  basis 
they ca lled  o ff the s tr ik e  a t the 
la s t m om ent.

They la te r exp la ined th a t i t  
w ould have been w rong  to 
p icke t Col. H a rrin g to n  and his 
aides, since i t  was not his fa u lt 
th a t the layo ffs  and cuts had to 
be made, bu t the fa u lt  o f the 
“ T o rie s ”  who were pushing in  
th a t d irec tion . The S ta lin is ts  
said th a t Roosevelt was no t to 
b lam e e ithe r. B u t we on the 
p ro je c t who w il l  be la id  o ff in  
the com ing weeks are not in 
terested in  fin d in g  a lib is  fo r  
Roosevelt and the New Deal. 
We place the g u ilt  on those who 
are responsible and who c a rry  
through the cuts—the m an in  
the W hite  House and the gov
e rnm ent he heads.

P ro je c t W orker.
Chicago, HI.
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In the World of Labor
- By Paul G. Stevens -

Bevins Too Radical 
for Mr. Harry Pollitt

Somewhat scared by the speed w ith  w hich 
his confreres were rush ing  th rough pro-con
sc rip tio n  and p ro -w ar resolutions a t the recent 
Southport Labour Conference, one of the m ore 
s ta id  B r itis h  trade union leaders, M r . E rn e s t 
B ev in , de live red  h im se lf of the fo llow ing  quite 
co rre c t bu t m ore or less vague and not too 
b ind ing  opposition speech:

" I  do not w an t th is  M ovem ent to be fig h tin g  
fo r  the sa lva tion  of the P a ris  Bourse, the Lon 
don Stock Exchange, the A m ste rdam  E x 
change and W all Street. I  w ant th is  M ove
m ent in  its  peace po licy  to be fig h tin g  fo r  the 
sa lva tion  o f the com m on people of the w o rld .”  

T h a t M r. B evin  was no t ta k in g  h im se lf too 
seriously m ay be gathered fro m  the fa c t th a t 
up to date he has not m ade a single move to 
a c tu a lly  f ig h t conscrip tion . L ike  the res t of 
the Labou r leaders, he is tak ing  B r it is h  w ar 
p reparations in  his s tr ide . I l is  speech was 
pu re ly  ve rba l rad ica lism . B u t even th a t is too 
m uch fo r M r. H a rry  P o llit t .  S ta lin  s chie» 
stooge a t the head of the C om m unist P a rty  of 
G rea t B r ita in . W ritin g  in  the c u rre n t issue of 
the Stalin ist. 'Labou r M o n th ly ,”  M r. P o ll it t  
characterizes B e v in ’s speech in  these w ords: 

“ M r. B e v in ’s line  is a d ire c t continuation 
Of the M un ich  po licy . I t  was a try -o u t a t 
Southport of the po licy  o f the C liveden set and 
the p ro -Fasc is t C ham berla in  g ove rnm en t."

Nobody was p robab ly  m ore surp rised  a t 
these d a rts  than poor M r. B ev in  h im se lf. A 
colleague in  the Glasgow F o rw a rd  comes to 
B e v in ’s support w ith  a ra th e r ap t qu ip :

"H o w  long w ill i t  be ,”  he asks, “ before 
H a rry  P o llit  w il l  be dem anding th a t the ‘In 
te rn a tio n a le - cease to be sung a t Socia lis t 
m eetings and th a t w ha t we w ant is a good old 
an ti-F asc is t song like  ‘Rule B r ita n n ia ’ ?”

Ambassador Maisky Explains 
Current Kremlin Policy

T h a t the K re m lin  m asters of M r. H a rry  Pol- 
l i t t  have long ago disp laced in te rna tiona lism  
w ith  the Russian version o f the “ Rue B r ita n 
n ia ”  s p ir it  m ay be gathered fro m  a recent 
in te rv ie w  between th e ir Am bassador to Eng-

One day las t week I  am  on O 'F a rre ll S treet 
w a itin g  fo r a cable ca r and w atch ing  some 
p re tty  steuogs cross a w indy corner when 
along comes an old heap a ll p iled up w ith  
cam ping gear and three s lim  guys on the 
fro n t and on ly seat. I t  m ust have been a 1912 
m odel. When they reach the curb near where 
I  am parked the guy a t the wheel leans his 
gaunt face out the side w indow  and says, “ Say, 
b ro the r, how do we get to M a ry s v ille ? ”

W ell, I  am  a s trange r in  town and cannot 
take the respons ib ility  of d ire c tin g  t ra f f ic  bu t 
a t the same t im e  I  am a fra id  these b irds  w il l  
be g iven a bum steer by the police w h ich  is 
u n fr ie n d ly  to anyth ing  less than e igh t c y lin 
ders. I  w a lk  over and look and the three guys 
who are looking  me up and down like  I  was 
a boy scout. Then I  asks, “ Where are you 
fro m ? ”

“ Oregon, W ashington and points N orth  and 
W est,”  says the guy a t the wheel, “ and we 
are going to M a ry s v ille  to p ick  f r u it— the a p r i
cots w il l  be ripe soon.”

“ W e ll.”  says I ,  th in k in g  fas t because I  am  
anxious to meet some a g ric u ltu ra l w orkers 
about w hich I  have heard a lo t, “ you got to 
cross the Bay B ridge  and so have I .  I f  you 
g ive me a l i f t  we w il l  fin d  the r ig h t h ighw ay 
on the o ther side of the B a y ."

Speak the Same Language
In  I  get and the guy a t the wheel says, “ M y 

name is M a r tin —Joe M a rtin  and these galoots 
here are m y kids, P a t and H ow ard . Shake 
hands w ith  the b ro the r, boys.”  We shake 
hands and I  s ta r t asking about how m uch 
m oney can a fe llow  m ake p ick ing  apricots. 
Soon the old ju n kp ile  is tea ring  across the Bay 
B ridge  like  a cem ent m ix e r in  a ha il s to rm . 
P re tty  soon the fo u r of us is friends. Joe 
M a rtin  speaks m y language. He, too, is  a Red.

The questions I  ask and the answers he 
gives and the questions he asks and the an
swers I  g ive soon lead around to a l it t le  d is 
cussion on w hich p a rty  is the p a rty  fo r the 
w orkers of A m erica  and here is w hat Joe has 
to say:

“ I  don ’t  know m uch about the T ro tsky is ts . 
N ever heard m uch about them  u n til I  was 
expelled fro m  the C.P. They said I  was one 
but to te ll you the tru th  I  co u ld n 't deny i t  be
cause I  d idn't, know b u t w ha t I  was and d id n ’t  
know it .  So I  ju s t said, ’Yeah, I ’m  a T ro tsky- 
ite  i f  T ro tsky ite s  are like  m e ,’ and le t i t  go 
a t tha t. B u t th a t ’s ahead of our s to ry.

"D o  you rem em ber the g rea t Law rence 
s tr ike?  W ell I  do. I  was on ly s ixteen then 
but I  p icketed and ye lled  and fough t a long
side m y old m an who was a te x tile  w o rke r and 
a W obblie.

“ There were fo u r k ids on th a t p icke t line 
and they were a ll fro m  m y fa m ily . M y old 
m an was proud of us, you bet. We got w ha t 
he ca lled a class education d u rin g  th a t s tr ike . 
I  saw  a N a tiona l G uardsm an run  a bayonet 
a ll the w ay th rough  a baby in  the arm s of its  
m other who was s tanding on the sidew alk 
w a itin g  fo r  the soup k itchen  to open up fo r 
b reakfast. I w ro te  i t  up fo r  the school paper 
bu t they d id n ’t  p r in t it .

“ When I  le ft  Law rence I  w ent to sea. I  was 
a m em ber of the M arine  T ra n sp o rt W orkers 
N um ber 510. When I  saw the Wobblies were 
unable to organize and were m ak ing  the same 
old m istakes over and over again I  q u it the 
I.W .W . and being a class conscious w orker, 
jo ined up w ith  the M a rine  W orkers In d u s tr ia l 
U nion.

“ Yeah, I  knew i t  was never going to get 
anywhere bu t I  fig u re d  i t  w ould be the begin
ning o f som ething—m aybe we w ould get a rea l 
m ilita n t N a tiona l Seam an’s U nion a fte r a 
w h ile . W ell, I  w en t th rough a ll the ropes t r y 
in g  to get the bureaucra ts  to recognize the 
fa c t th a t they were on ly  keeping the revo lu 
tion is ts  aw ay fro m  the ranks o f the seamen 
by  ins is ting  on m ak ing  the M .W .I.U . a ‘ re d ’ 
union to s ta r t w ith —but you know how sm a rt

land and a B r it is h  m em ber of P a rliam en t.
In  the London E ven ing  News of June 16, M r. 

B eve rly  B a x te r, M .P ., m akes pub lic  his in te r
v iew  w ith  Am bassador M a isky . ‘Some of the 
passages a ttr ib u te d  to the Am bassador sound 
like  a less h yp o c ritica l re p ly  th a t P o ll it t  m ig h t 
have g iven Bevin . F o r instance, asked by M r. 
B ax te r as to his a ttitude  rega rd ing  the p res
ent a lignm en t o f the powers, M a isky  sa id :

“ We have no love fo r you, bu t less love fo r 
the G erm an. We do not w ish to die to p re 
serve the power of F rance and B rita in  in  the 
West. T h a t is not h o s tility  on our p a rt— i t  is 
ju s t pure reason. F ir s t :  we do not w an t w a r 
a t a ll. We do not m ind w a r, but i t  doesn’t  
su it us. We have 50 yea rs ’ w o rk  ahead of us 
and we m ust have peace to c a rry  i t  out. 
There fore  we ask only one question— ‘Does 
th is  non-aggression fro n t help Russia to re 
m ain  a t peace?’ We are not sen tim enta l like  
you. We are th in k in g  only of Russia, not of 
h u m a n ity .”

As i f  to emphasize th is  la s t po in t, to  make 
sure th a t i t  is understood p rope rly , the vener
able Am bassador answers as fo llow s to the 
question: Is  i t  not true  th a t the Soviet govern
m ent is s t i l l  p lann ing  and w o rk ing  fo r w o rld  
revo lu tion?

"A b so lu te ly  no ,”  says M r. M a isky . “ A ll 
th a t belongs to the past, when under Lenin  
there was a lo t o f em otion m ixed up w ith  p o li
tics . Once the C om in tern  had th a t m agn ificen t 
bu ild ing  near the K re m lin  and exerted a dom 
ina ting  in fluence. Now they have moved over 
to a sm a ll house in  the suburbs and the trade 
unions have taken th e ir  g rea t place by the 
K re m lin . No, we do not w o rk  fo r  W orld Revo
lu tio n .”

There. T h a t ought to reassure any T o ry  
d iehard. F o r M r. M a isky  speaks w ith  au thor
ity . He had noth ing to do w ith  the K re m lin  
“ when under Len in  there was a lo t of em otion 
m ixed up w ith  p o lit ic s .”  On the co n tra ry  he 
was in terested on w hich side his bread was 
buttered in  the cam p of the W hite Guards 
fig h tin g  Len in . He is s t i l l  in terested on w hich 
side his bread is buttered. And so are a ll the 
o ther bu reaucra tic  colleagues of M r. M a isky, 
both in  the K re m lin  and on m ission fo r  it .  No, 
these boys don’t  w o rk  fo r  w o rld  revo lu tion .

them  b irds are—they know w hete the bu tte r 
comes fro m . So when I  busted two r ib s  and 
a leg du ring  a s tr ike  in  Seattle I  decided to 
rest up and w ork  ashore a w h ile . I t  was there 
I  jo ined the C. P.

“ You ca ll i t  the T h ird  Period bu t I  ca ll i t  
the Last. Boy, them  were the days. I  o rgan
ized the unem ployed in  Seattle and was c h a ir
m an of the la rges t Loca l in  town. We used 
to ra ise he ll and fig h t lik e  demons. We organ
ized b ig  s tr ikes  and we won our demands 
hands down u n til the State R e lie f O ffic ia ls  be
gan to use goon squads to dum p our co m m it
tees. Then we w ent to W ashington.

"R em em ber the big U nem ploym ent In s u r
ance Congress? W ell, I  was a delegate and 
I  was a m em ber of the com m ittee  elected by 
the Congress to see H a rry  Hopkins. M r. I .  
A m te r, a boil on the face of decency i f  ever 
there was one, headed the com m ittee . When 
Hopkins g ive us the run around and le ft W il
liam s, the N .Y .A . d ire c to r ho ld ing  the bag, 
A m te r d id n ’t  squawk. He says, ‘L e t us send 
a com m ittee  of three in  to see M r. W illia m s .’ 
T h a t m ade me sore because the Congress 
elected about two hundred o f us and we had 
p len ty to say—a ll of us. A m te r tr ie d  to ta lk  
me out o f i t  bu t in we went. And when we 
got in  there I  spoke up. T ha t made A m te r see 
red and he says to me, "C om rade , you got the 
w rong ta c tic . We m ust be reasonable. We 
m ust be ready to understand th a t M r. W il
liam s is a ve ry  busy m a n .’ Bah. . . .

Smelling a Rat
“ B ack I  ride  on a box car to Seattle. A fte r 

tha t, l it t le  by l it t le  I  see they are tu rn in g  the 
p a rty  in to  a f in k  h a ll. E v e ry  tim e  m y loca l 
goes out and pushes in  the fro n t door of the 
re lie f bureau I  get a note to appear a t the 
section com m ittee . There they beg me to lay  
o ff the Progressive Phonies in  the State Leg is 
la tu re  and w rite  a post card  to the President. 
L it t le  by l it t le  they expel a ll the guys who did 
the ground w ork in  bu ild ing  the p a rty . Them  
they can ’t  expel they begin to send to Spain. 
A fte r about ten of m y comrades fro m  the West 
Coast had been ra ilroaded  in to  en lis ting  in the 
George W ashington B rigade  because they 
were too w e ll known and too im p o rta n t to be 
expelled I  begin to sm e ll a ra t.

"That ra t  was M r. Sam D arcy , B ro w d e r’s 
personal stool pigeon on the West Coast. One 
n igh t he got to ta lk in g  a l it t le  too m uch and 
dropped a h in t. “ They w il l  get the f ig h t taken 
out o f them  over there in  S pa in ,”  he said and 
i t  was enough fo r m e. I  b lew  m y  top and 
w ith in  a few  days a ll the com rades knew 
where I  stood.

“ N e x t th ing  I  knew I  was in ja i l !  F ram ed 
up on a charge of deserting  m y w ife ! I  ca lled  
the I.L .D . No answer. I  ca lled  the Section 
C om m ittee. No answer. When I  appeared in  
co u rt there  were the fa ith fu l stooges and they 
had come no t to te s tify  fo r me bu t to prove 
to the boss co u rt th a t I  was a red and not a 
f i t  fa th e r fo r  m y  boys.

“ W ell, I  fixed  those fin ks . When I  got 
th rough the cou rt gave me custody o f the kids 
and th rew  the case of w ife-desertion ou t of 
cou rt. I  had been expelled fro m  the p a rty  
w h ile  in  the can and had no t r ia l  o r anyth ing . 
B ack I  w ent to the Section C om m ittee and 
busted the o rg a n ize r’s beak. And here I  am . 
Now we are out on our own and going to p ick  
a p rico ts .”

(To be continued)

General M otors C orporation announced the 
suspension of its  incom e se cu rity  p lan  in 
p lants on s tr ik e  or affected by the U n ited  
Autom obile  W orkers (C .I.O .) w a lkout. H e re ’s 
another instance of som ething “ g iven ”  by the 
bosses fro m  the fu llness o f th e ir  hearts tu rn 
ing  sour. E v e ry th in g  th a t is sweet in  the w o rk 
e r ’s life  has been won fro m  the bosses by the 
streng th  of h is a rm s and the bra ins in  h is 
head.

Minnesota Labor,  Pressing W .P.A. 
F ig h t,  Honors M a rty r K ille d  on  
Picket L ine  by Policem an’s B u lle t

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
le g itim a te  protests of hundreds 
of thousands o f w orkers  in  ex
ercise of th e ir constitu tiona l 
c iv il  r ig h ts  to s tr ike , to w a lk 
out o r to p icke t; and th e ir eco
nom ic r ig h t and du ty  to make 
a strugg le  to liv e ; and proved 
by (his) inc lus ion  o f a five -day  
f ir in g  clause w hich is in  no way 
m anda to ry  or p a rt o f any re lie f 
act;

M urphy  B lam ed
” 2. The in fla m m a to ry  sta te

m ents and the public ised o r 
ders to the Federa l Bureau of 
In ves tiga tion  w ith  respect to 
M inneapolis, w hich gave to  the 
people of the U n ited  States an 
erroneous im pression  of the 
true cause o f the W .P .A . p ro 
test here as w e ll as elsewhere;

“ 3. State W .P .A . a d m in is tra 
to r L inus G lotzbach, who de
manded police action against a 
m a jo r ity  of W .P .A . w orkers 
who are here on s tr ike , in  fu l l  
knowledge of w ha t conse
quences m ig h t fo llow ;

“ 4. The loca l M ayor, his 
C hief o f Police and the a d m it
ted ly  crazed b ru ta lity  of the 
M inneapolis police, who acted 
on orders to fu l f i l l  regu la tions 
fo r W .P .A. p rom ulgated fro m  
the Federa l W .P .A. o ffice ;

•‘‘And be i t  fu r th e r resolved: 
F ram eup W arn ing

“ T h a t th is  labo r m ovem ent 
ca lls  upon the people of the 
U n ited  States to recognize and 
co rre c t the laws, polic ies and 
a ttitudes upon the p a rt o f the 
above - mentioned agencies 
w hich have p rec ip ita ted  th is  na
tion-w ide prob lem , and ca lls 
upon them  to un ited ly  defeat 
any prosecution o r fram e-up  a t
tem p t as a resu lt o f the m u r
derous assaults of the M inne
apolis police.

“ Be i t  fu r th e r resolved, th a t 
copies of th is  resolution be

sent to the pub lic  press, the 
P res iden t o f the U n ited  States, 
Col. F . C. H a rring ton , L inus 
G lotzbach, M ayo r George E . 
Leach and the M inneapolis 
C ity  C ounc il.”

W orkers A lliance  representa
tives objected to the c r it ic is m s  
of the Roosevelt a d m in is tra 
tors, bu t the reso lu tion was 
adopted.

Another resolution demanded 
o f the C ity  Council a thorough 
investiga tion  o f the actions of 
the M inneapolis police in  the 
s tr ike .

Te legram  to M urphy
A caustic c r it ic is m  o f U . S. 

A tto rney  General M u rphy  was 
w ired  to h im  on F r id a y , a fte r 
the press had ca rr ie d  b la rin g  
headlines on M u rp h y ’s ins inua
tions th a t the s tr ikes  in  M inne
apolis were connected w ith  
racke teering . The te leg ram  
was signed by P e te r M u rck , 
president of the bu ild ing  trades 
council, and W a lte r F ra n k , 
cha irm an  of the W .P .A . jo in t 
com m ittee , on behalf of the en
tire  labor m ovem ent here:

“ Y ou r in fla m m a to ry  s ta te 
m ent to the press rega rd ing  the 
W .P .A . s tr ike  in  M inneapolis 
has no foundation in  any fa c t ,”  
said the message, and then to ld  
M urphy th a t the jo in t co m m it
tee “ has taken action to inves
tiga te  the a c tiv ity  of the Fed
e ra l Bureau o f Inves tiga tion  in  
M inneapolis to de term ine 
w hether they are invo lved in  a 
consp iracy of fa ls ifica tio n  and 
in tim id a tio n  aga inst the s tr ik 
ing W .P.A. w orkers  and the 
M inneapolis labor m ovem ent as 
a whole to deprive i t  and the 
W .P.A. w orkers  of th e ir  con
s titu tio n a l righ ts  to organize, 
s tr ike  and p ic k e t.”

Demand P ro jec ts  Closed 
"The s tr ik in g  W .P .A . w orkers 

and the ir p ickets have been

(Continued from Page 1)

representatives. I f  a freely conducted popular vote went 
against the war which they proposed, that would prove 
that they did not really represent the w ill of the people; i f  
it went in favor of the war, they would be strengthened 
as the genuine representatives.

Similarly in the case of the other two arguments. I f  
the people are in fact divided on the question o f the war, 
do they not have the right to say so? What i f  in a division, 
a majority were against the war? Do the “ representatives” 
want to fight the war in any case, against the w ill of the 
majority? The argument against the referendum on the 
grounds that it w ill disclose a division o f opinion indicates 
indeed that those who w ill be for the war when the time

subjected to numerous provoca
tions and in tim id a tio n s  and a t
tacks. We dem and th a t you 
take appropria te  action  Im m e
d ia te ly  to close a ll W .P .A . 
p ro jects  in  Hennepin county 
w herever labo r disputes exis t.

“ The M inneapolis c ity  police 
have, to our know ledge, made 
no request fo r  the assistance of 
tne F .B .I. and no d ire c t s ta te 
m ent condem ning the conduct 
of the s tr ike , and your unw a r
ran ted  ins inuations o f ra cke t
eering, etc., i f  honestly m o tiv 
ated, could only be the resu lt 
o f gross m isrepresenta tion  and 
fa ls ifica tio n  o f the M inneapolis 
s itua tion  by loca l and state 
W .P .A. a d m in is tra to rs  and your 
own representatives.

“ Unless our demands are 
sustained, we are com pelled to 
conclude th a t the F .B .I. is con
ducting  s tr ike -b reak ing  a c tiv i
ties in  M inneapo lis ,”  the te le 
g ram  concluded.

1934 M u rd e re r A gain
Instead of acceding to the 

s tr ik e rs ’ demands, the W .P.A. 
au tho rities  appealed fo r  m ore 
police, w ith  the inev itab le  re 
su lt th a t the police F r id a y , a t 
7 p .m . poured m u rd e r fro m  
shotguns, p is to ls  and te a r gas 
in to  a p icke t line  of 5,000 and as 
m any bystanders. The police 
m u rd e r squad was com m anded 
by Sergeant John A lb r ig h t, no
to rious as the com m ander o f a 
s im ila r  squad w h ich  k ille d  Ness 
and B e lo r d u ring  the general 
d r iv e rs ’ s tr ike  o f Ju ly-A ugust, 
1034.

A t a F edera l W orkers Sec
tion, Loca l 544 s tr ike  m eeting 
th a t n igh t, the em b itte red  
w orkers booed Roosevelt and 
M u rphy as s tr ikeb reakers .

Po lice  P lanned A ttack
The police a ttack  was care 

fu l ly  planned, w ith  s ix  a rm o r
ed cars ta k in g  p a rt, as w e ll as 
m any squad cars and m o to rcy
cle cops.

Even the conserva tive  M inne 
apolis T ribune  makes c le a r in  
its  s to ry  th a t the f ir in g  was de
libe ra te , w ith o u t reference to 
any s tr ik e rs ’ actions. I t  states:

“ An hour o r m ore before the 
scheduled q u ittin g  tim e  fo r the 
sew ing p ro je c t w orkers, a 
crow d o f p ickets and s tr ike  
sym path izers c o n g r e g a t e d  
around the bu ild ing . . .

“ Roofs of bu ild ings across the 
s tree t fro m  the sew ing p ro je c t 
sw arm ed w ith  people.

“ Shooting s ta rted  as soon as 
the women began m oving  out 
of the bu ild ing . An a rm ored  
ca r lobbed a te a r gas shell on
to the roof of a one-story b u ild 
ing  across the stree t. A po lice
m an crouched and fire d  his r io t 
gun .”  (T ribune , Ju ly  15).

Th is  was in  the s tr ike  extra . 
B y la te r editions, o f course, the 
ed ito rs fixed  up the paper to 
read th a t the police “ re p lie d ”  
to a stone hurled  fro m  across 
the way.

conies intend to suppress all contrary opinion. The same 
argument of course applies to anyone who w ill express 
opposition of any kind to the war, quite apart from a refer
endum. Again, the referendum could hamper U. S. diplo
macy only i f  the diplomatic maneuvers were going in a 
direction contrary to the w ill o f the people. I f  the diplo
macy were in line with the w ill of the people, the refer
endum would strengthen and reinforce the diplomacy.

Under the barrage of the opposition, on January 10th, 
1938, the House o f Representatives voted down the Lud 
low motion. Earlier in that same week, the Gallup poll 
had shown that 72% of the people favored the b ill! Could 
there have been a more striking demonstration that on the 
question of war the Congressmen are not the “ representa
tives of the people” , that the people are correct in dis
trusting the President and Congress, that the President 
and Congress do not express the people’s w il l !

Lurking behind the fake arguments which the opponents 
o f the referendum use on the surface, we can find the real 
meaning o f their fierce opposition. By their attitude they 
are proving that in reality they are against democracy and 
democratic processes o f government, and that their aim is 
to drag the people o f this country into a war o f imperialist 
aggression and conquest for the sake o f profits. What 
other real reason could they possibly have? I f  they actually 
believed in true democracy, i f  they were fu lly  and sincerely 
against any war except perhaps a war o f honest defense, 
they could only welcome the plan for a people’s refer
endum.

I t  is because they are planning a war fo r the benefit of 
the banks and the big corporations, for the Sixty Families, 
that they oppose the referendum so bitterly. They dare 
not let their plans see the light o f day; they dare not sub
m it them to the verdict o f the people. They plot behind 
the backs o f the people with secret diplomacy, closed-door 
meetings, secret treaties and m ilitary agreements. And, 
when they are ready, they prepare to whip the people into 
line and to plunge them into mass slaughter. In  the eyes 
of Roosevelt and Stimson and Browder and Lippman and 
Hoover, war is not an issue for the people to decide. It  
is for the people, like slaves and cattle, to obey the orders 
o f the masters, to suffer and to die in order to make the 
world safe for the Sixty Families.

(Continued in next issue: “ The Referendum and the 
Fight Against W ar” )

A w om an’s eyewitness sto ry 
of B e rg s tro m ’s death — i t  w il l  
be brough t fo rw a rd  in  the in 
vestiga tion  demanded—w a s : 

“ Me and m y son-in-law  were 
l ig h t  in  fro n t of th is  old m an 
<Bergstrom ) when the cop shot 
h im . A ll the police seemed w ild  
th a t n igh t. The old m an d id n ’t 
have a club o r a gun, of course. 
None o f the p ickets d id . He 
w asn’t  doing anyth ing , only 
s tand ing  there. The policem an 
looked a t h im  quite a w h ile , 
pu lled ou t his gun, leve lled  i t  
a t his head and fire d . The bu lle t 
w ent r ig h t in  the forehead. M y 
son-in-law  ran up to help. When 
he saw the man was badly h u rt, 
he ca lled to the cop to stop and 
help h im . The cop on ly s ta rted  
am ing  a t m y son-in-law and 
would have shot h im  too, only 
we both ran. The o ld m an m ust 
have died r ig h t a w a y .”  

B e rgstrom  was CO years old, 
unemployed and on re lie f. H is 
b ro ther, 33 years a m em ber of 
the pa in te rs  union, was a t a 
union m eeting when no tified  of 
E m il ’s death.

IMPORTANT
Negro Departm ent open

ing up. Badly needed: type
w riter, cabinet file and other 
office accessories. Readers 
are urged to donate these 
absolutely essential items. 
Their donations w ill be 
greatly appreciated. Com
municate with National Of
fice.

INFORMAL HOUSE
Box 245 Kerhonkson, N . Y .

(Near E llenville)
120 acres o f g reenland in  the 
C a tsk ills . 4 0 acres o f p ine fo r  
s u n b a th in g ; handba ll, p ing  pong, 
a rc h e ry ; sw im m in g  and horse
back r id in g  nea rby  : dancing.

U N i;S U A I, I ,Y  LO W  R A T E S  
$18 W e e k ly  $6 W eekend

Busses m et a t s ta tio n

Tel. Kerhonkson 118 B

Labor Speaks

Exposing Another 
Political Doublecross

The o ff ic ia l organ of the St. Pau l T rades and La b o r A ssem bly, 
A .F .L . ce n tra l body, the “ M innesota U nion A dvoca te ,”  h ith e rto  
a pro-Roosevelt paper, published the fo llo w in g  e d ito r ia l in  its  
issue of J u ly  13:

The b lu n t s ta tem ent of P res ident Roosevelt Tuesday th a t he 
was not opposed to the so-called "s e c u r ity  w age”  and is d e fi
n ite ly  opposed to the res to ra tion  o f the p re v a ilin g  wage re lieves 
Labo r of the necessity o f try in g  to place re spons ib ility  fo r  the 
recent enactm ent of congress on p o lit ic a l in terests outside the 
W hite House. Labo r now knows th a t i t  was M r. R oosevelt’s 
w ish th a t ' the p re va ilin g  wage scale fo r  sk illed  w orke rs  on 
W .P .A . p ro jec ts  be abolished.

A t f i r s t  there  was a d isposition on the p a rt o f m any Labo r 
leaders to believe th a t i t  was congress—th a t reac tio n a ry  con
gress—w hich  undertook to estab lish a fede ra l ya rd s tic k  o f wages 
by w h ich  p riva te  in d u s try  could gauge its  wage scales. Some 
leaders believed th a t Col. F . C. H a rrin g to n , head o f the W .P .A ., 
was in  league w ith  the economy bloc. They fo rg o t th a t H a rr in g 
ton was a personal appointee of M r. Roosevelt; th a t M r. Roose
v e lt has seldom b lundered by appo in ting  executives ou t o f sym 
pa thy w ith  his own polic ies. They ev iden tly  fo rg o t th a t no t once 
du ring  the hearings on the W .P .A . m easure d id  M r. Roosevelt 
as m uch as shake a fin g e r a t M r . H a rrin g to n  as he argued 
aga inst the p re va ilin g  wage scale and demanded the subs titu 
tion  of the so-called se cu rity  scale.

Now Labo r knows th a t i t  has su ffe red  another *% utical 
doublecross; th a t the P res ident is d e fin ite ly  "k s n e d  against 
L a b o r; th a t i t  was h is w ish and his w il l  f '.ac p rom pted congress 
to com p le te ly  reverse the a d m in is tra tio n 's  La b o r po licy—and 
th a t fro m  now on La b o r can look fo r  few  crum bs under the 
tab le  of the New D eal.

La b o r has enjoyed m any fa v  ,rs a t the hands of M r. Roose
ve lt, bu t M r. Roosevelt is ju s t m o th e r p o lit ic ia n , and m ost p o li
tic ians are w illin g  to m ake co? .cessions on occasion to  enhance 
th e ir  own p o lit ic a l fu tu res . A nd w h ile  considered stubborn on 
m any th ings a ffec ting  his o vn  egotism , M r. Roosevelt is  no t 
above the com m on tr ic k s  o f iiose  who trade  on mass p o p u la rity . 
He undoubtedly feels th a t L tbo r is sewed in  a p o lit ic a l sack and 
sa fe ly  in  cold storage fo r  l',40. N ow he m ust m ake ove rtu res to 
those who exp lo it L a b o r -  and the “ se cu rity  w age”  is the b a it 
th a t w il l  best serve h is p' rpose.

Labo r knows th a t gove 'rm e n ta l b lessing on s ta rva tio n  wages 
-raises havoc w ith  the es ;abllshed standards o f liv in g . D u ring  
the N R  A—when M r. Roo :nvelt p e rm itte d  the va rious industries  
to establish th e ir  own c ides—the m in im u m  wage became the 
m a x im u m  wage. The i  icsen t wage and hour law  has estab
lished a m in im u m  wagi of 25 cents an hour— and th a t is the 
m a x im u m  wage in  m a n j industries . I f  the New Deal can m ake 
the “ se cu rity  w age”  the p re va ilin g  wage, then p riva te  in dus try  
w il l  take fu l l  advantage .* its  o ppo rtun ity  to destroy the estab
lished standards o f n -r  ^vd  Labor.

One o f these days—perhaps—Labo r w il l  see the fo lly  o f sub
o rd ina ting  its  econom ic purposes to p o lit ic a l expediency. One 
o f these days La b o r m ay get its  eyes open to the fa c t th a t p ra c 
t ic a l p o lit ics  has no th ing  in  com m on w ith  p rin c ip le ; th a t p o li
tic ians are no t crusaders fo r  the com m on good o f a ll bu t m ere 
crusaders fo r  them selves and th e ir  own k in d ; th a t La b o r has 
enough to do in  m a in ta in in g  its  own organ iza tion  w ithou t d iv id 
ing  its  energies w ith  w ard  heelers and p o lit ic a l connivers.

Who Is the Murderer?
"Jam es  M onta lto , 30 years, 

old, shot and c r it ic a lly  wounded 
his w ife , Helen, 31, and then 
k ille d  h im se lf a fte r a q u a rre l 
in  th e ir th ird -flo o r apa rtm en t 
a t 319 E as t I01st S treet.

“ M rs . M onta lto  had up
bra ided her husband a t b reak
fa s t because he was unem 
ployed. . . .”

So reads the re p o rt in  the 
New Y o rk  T im es, J u ly  11, 1939.

WHO is the M U R D E R E R ?

Cleveland W.P.A. 
Strike Growing

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
By A R T  P R E IS

C L E V E L A N D , O., J u ly  1 7 -  
Ranks of the W .P .A . s tr ike rs  
are s low ly  sw e lling  here as re 
sentm ent aga inst the Roosevelt 
pay-cu t and d ism issa l d rive  
mounts. A t least 2,000 sk illed  
w orkers are out, and severa l 
thousand unsk illed  w orkers.

As yet, how ever, on ly a sm a ll 
fra c tio n  of the 47,000 W .P.A. 
w orkers here are invo lved, due 
la rg e ly  to the fa ilu re  of the 
A .F .L . to ra ise demands fo r the 
unskilled  laborers, and to the 
fa ilu re  of the C.I.O. and W ork
ers A lliance  to support the 
s tr ike .

O ver 35,000 W .P.A. w orkers 
have been fire d  here in  the past 
6 m onths, only a few  hundred 
of these dism issed W .P .A . 
w orkers  have rece ived p riva te  
em ploym ent, w h ile  the re lie f 
load rem a ins about 18,000.

W .P .A . o ffic ia ls  announced 
S aturday th a t 1,000 p in k  d is
m issa l s lips have been sent to 
s tr ike rs . E ig h t thousand add i
tiona l lay-o ffs  are s ta rtin g  to
day under the 18 m onths clause.

The C .I.O . and W orkers A l
liance held a mass m eeting  on 
the W .P .A . c ris is  la s t F r id a y  
a fternoon in  the P u b lic  Square. 
About 1,000 w orke rs  p a rt ic ip a t
ed, who heard fro m  the lip s  of 
the S ta lin is t speakers no t a 
fig h tin g  ca ll to support th e ir  
w o rk ing  class b ro thers on 
s tr ike , b u t open sanction to 
scab the s tr ik e  under the guise 
of s im p ly  doing th e ir  du ty  
through a one-day “ p ro te s t.”

A rno ld  Johnson, ch a irm a n  of 
the Ohio W orkers A lliance , 
reached the low -po in t o f his 
p len ty  low  career, when he 
branded as a “ l ie ”  the s to ry  
p rin ted  in  every  paper in  the 
U . S. th a t Roosevelt had con
dem ned the s tr ike ,

The C leveland b ranch o f the

, N o t M onta lto , who k ille d  h im 
self. N o t h is wife-, who baw led 
h im  out because he was unem 
ployed.

The M U R D E R E R S  are T H E  
S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S  who dom i
nate and con tro l the economic 
life  o f the coun try . T H E Y  close 
down the fac to ries , th ro w  m il
lions o f m iddle-aged people in 
to the hum an garbage heap and 
D R IV E  hundreds o f M onta ltos 
TO S U IC ID E . They LO C K OUT 
m illio n s  o f eager Y O U TH  fro m  
jobs in  p riv a te  in d u s try  and 
g rin d  A L L  unem ployed in to  
ECO NO M IC D E G R A D A T IO N  
and D E S P A IR .

The M U R D E R E R S  are th e ir  
C harley  M cC arthys inside and 
outside o f Congress—the D em o
cra ts  w ith  th e ir  Roosevelt and 
W oodrum  and the Republicans 
w ith  th e ir  Landon— who are de
s troy ing  the on ly  other source 
of em ploym ent, the W .P .A . 
T H E Y  are D R IV IN G  T H E  
M O NTALTO S, some TO S U I
C ID E  and others TO IN S E C U 
R IT Y  WORSE T H A N  D E A T H .

L e t us N E V E R  FO R G E T 
who is R E S P O N SIB LE  fo r  th is  
su ffe rin g  and suicide.

L e t us SAVE O TH ER S fro m  
the fa te  o f M onta lto .

O PEN  T H E  ID L E  FAC TO R 
IE S  — U N D E R  W O R KER S ’ 
C O N TR O L!

The fac to ries  are id le  and de
cay ing  in  the hands o f the 
S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S . L e t the 
G O V E R N M E N T  T A K E  O VER  
T H E  ID L E  FAC TO R IE S  and 
w ork  them  a t fu l l  capac ity . 
Then there w il l  be jobs fo r  the 
jobless A T  T R A D E  U N IO N  
WAGES.

L e t the w orkers  who ru n  the 
fac to ries  also CONTROL them . 
Then there  w il l  be R E A L  
P R O S P E R IT Y  and P L E N T Y  
FO R  A L L .

PROPOSE and SUPPO RT 
th is  p ro g ra m  in  you r unions.

JO IN  w ith  those who f ig h t fo r 
i t  everyw here—JO IN  tCh e  SO
C IA L IS T  W O R KER S P A R T Y !

(F ro m  a  neighborhood le a f
le t issued by the Jam a ica  
B ranch, Loca l N ew  Y o rk )

S.W.P. is p u ttin g  out a series 
of bu lle tins  to the W .P .A . w o rk 
ers on how to w in  the s tr ike  
and restore the h o u rly  ra tes 
and jobs. The b ranch is p u ttin g  
fo r th  the dem and fo r  jo in t  ac
tion  between the A .F .L ., C .I.O . 
and independent unem ployed 
organizations and the issuance 
of a general s tr ik e  ca ll, o rgan 
iza tion  o f p icke t lines to shut 
the p ro jec ts  down and spread 
the s tr ike , and the inco rpo ra 
tion  o f demands fo r  the un 
sk illed  w orkers.
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JO S E P H  H A N S E N

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
J. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work* 

and housing program.
4. Th irty-th irty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 

30-hour weekly m aximum for all workers on 
all jobs.

5. Thirty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. All war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.
10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.

Labor's Road After 
Roosevelt's Statement

Not the least o f the privileges o f the Presi
dent of the United States is his control o f the 
way in which his utterances are reported in the 
daily press. The President can say what he 
pleases in his press conferences, but when the 
reporters prepare to write their stories they must 
adhere to the limitations dictated to them either 
by the President or by his aides during the press 
conferences.

Almost never does the President permit the 
press to quote him verbatim. He is never direct
ly quoted in the press except by his explicit per
mission.

I t  is in the light of these privileges of the 
President that one must understand the state
ment made by Roosevelt last Friday against the 
W .P.A. strike. The day before, Attorney Gen
eral Murphy had issued a denunciation of the 
W .P.A. strike. Roosevelt’s chief of the W .P .A ., 
Col. Harrington, was punishing the strikers 
with pink slips severing them from the employ
ment rolls o f the W .P.A., and the administra
tion officials, nationally and locally, were de
claring they would give no direct relief to the 
W .P.A. strikers. The reporters asked Roose
velt whether he was in accord with the actions 
taken by Murphy, Harrington & Co.

Roosevelt backed his subordinates to the hilt, 
and to underline that fact, made the rare ex
ception : he permitted the reporters to quote him 
d irectly:

“ You cannot strike against the government."
We are, of course, no more impressed when 

Roosevelt says it than when Murphy says it. 
As we made clear in our last issue, these gentle
men are just popping o ff; there is no law that 
gives them the authority to deny the right to 
strike on any job, public or private. We don’t 
have to explain that again. The best answer 
to Roosevelt and Murphy is the fact that the 
strikers are going right ahead with their strike.

The War Deal
But Roosevelt’s statement puts a final end to 

the New Deal myth. Whatever the New Deal 
may have been— we never put any stock in it— 
it has now beyond all question of doubt become 
the W ar Deal and the Raw Deal. “ The Presi
dent is now definitely aligned against Labor” — 
these weighty words of the Minnesota Union 
Advocate, organ o f the St. Paul Trades and 
Labor Assembly o f the A .ILL ., express what 
millions o f workers have only come to realize 
this week.

The Roosevelt Administration has made its 
choice. I t  wants war appropriations and not 
W .P.A. and P.W .A. appropriations. It is pre
paring for m ilitary adventures abroad and for 
this purpose slashes all other appropriations. It 
literally steals from the unemployed, starves the 
unemployed, in order to build more battleships 
and airplanes.

From the first the aim o f the Roosevelt ad
ministration was to save the profits o f the Sixty- 
Families. A t first it tried to save those profits 
by “ prim ing the pump,”  giving funds to part of 
the. unemployed which, it hoped, would upon 
being spent start industry up again. That didn’t 
work. Roosevelt now pursues his original aim 
o f saving the profit system, now by m ilitary 
conquest.

Tens o f millions are to be condemned to death, 
now by the slow starvation o f hunger and un

employment, shortly by death on the battlefield, 
so that profits shall continue to flow into the 
coffers o f the Sixty Families. That’s what 
Roosevelt stands for. That’s why he is fighting 
so viciously to break the W .P.A. strike.

What now for Labor?
First and most immediately, to continue and 

win the W .P.A. strike, and to gird its loins for 
strike struggles throughout industry, for the 
bosses w ill undoubtedly be encouraged by the 
government’s strikebreaking to try some wage
cutting on their own.

Simultaneously, however, Labor must prepare 
for struggle on the political field. And that can 
only mean IN D E P E N D E N T  action, the 
launching o f a—

Labor Party
clear o f all entangling alliances with capitalist 
parties.

There is no other possible course. Any labor 
leader who insists on supporting the W ar Deal 
in the face of the Roosevelt actions ought to 
have his head examined or get his spine re
boned. And any labor leader who tells the work
ers to go back to the Republicans ought to be 
voted out of the trade unions.

The workingmen and women o f this country, 
with their husbands and wives, fathers and 
mothers, sons and daughters, together with the 
agricultural workers and poor farmers, consti
tute the overwhelming majority of the popula
tion of this country. I f  democracy meant any
thing, they would rule the country. They CAN 
rule the country.

Break with the capitalist parties'.
Build a P A R T Y  O F LABO R  for IN D E 

P E N D E N T  P O L IT IC A L  S T  R U  G G L  E 
A G A IN S T  T H E  BOSS CLASS!

The Bridges Case
The attempt to deport H arry Bridges from 

the United States should be food for thought 
to all those who continue to regard Roosevelt 
and his Administration as progressive.

What difference there is between the Roose
velt-Perkins persecution of Bridges and the rec
ord of the infamous A. Mitchell Palmer o f "Red 
raid”  notoriety in 1919-1920, is not visible to 
the naked eye.

The Roosevelt Administration wants Bridges 
deported on the grounds of his alleged member
ship in an organization standing for the violent 
overthrow of the government— the Communist 
Party. Apart from the fact that the Communist 
Party is anything but a revolutionary organiza
tion, that it is, in fact, one of the fiercest defend
ers of the prevailing capitalist “ democracy”  and 
private property— the charge against Bridges 
is, in its very nature, a reflection of a reaction
ary, anti-labor standpoint.

We don’t care a tinker’s dam where Bridges 
was born— we know that the deportation threat 
has always been a measure applied to weaken 
the labor movement. That is so also in the pres
ent case.

Militants in the labor movement, and we 
among them, have their irreconcilable d iffer
ences with Bridges. But they aim to settle scores 
with him and his colleagues in their own way 
and at their own time. They continue to believe 
that differences and disputes in the ranks o f 
labor must and w ill be settled by labor itself.

As for the Roosevelt government— or any 
other capitalist institution—

Hands off the labor movement!
Stop the deportation of Bridges by a mass 

solidarity protest.

Stalinist Worries
The Stalinists have again gone into action 

on the Coughliuite problem.
They have flooded the New York needle 

trades market with thousands of leaflets.
Ate the leaflets a call to action, an appeal to 

the workers to mobilize for their defense against 
the Coughliuite gangsters?

Are the leaflets a warning cry against falling 
asleep at the switch while the fascist mobs in
crease their aggressiveness and their aggres
sions?

Nothing of the so rt!
I hey are aimed at "the Trotskyist provoca

teur M ilton, of Local 66, I.L.G .W .U. (who) 
tried to frame up the union. He plotted to have 
the union organize a so-called ‘anti-fascist 
guard’.”

Terrible, isn’t it? A sinister plot, isn’t it?
W ith the Coughliuite and, in general, the fas

cist danger mounting in the United States, all 
the Stalinists can think o f doing is to try  to 
incite workers against those militants who call 
for action A G A IN S T  fascism.

Direct your blows against fascism? No. cry 
the Stalinists. Direct them at the anti-fascists 
instead!

Do these scoundrels hope to repeat the Span
ish tragedy here?

News From W .P.A. Strike Fronts 
Shows Picket Lines Hold Solid
St. Paul

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
and snooped, threatened and questioned w o rk 
ers, a ttem p ting  to th row  fe a r in to  the m ilita n t 
fig h te rs  on the p icke t lines. Such are the ways 
of the boss class.

The local police, too, are loya l to th e ir m as
ters. They p ick  up W .P .A . w orkers who are 
co llec ting  food and funds fo r  the s tr ik e  com 
m issa ry . The cops, w ith  the cooperation of 
the G-Men, then parade the arrested  w orkers 
before the police fo rce  and w arn  them  to stay 
away fro m  s tr ike  headquarters. Those a r 
rested are then charged w ith  begging.

M rs. Chester W atson, w ife  o f the president 
of the M innesota W orkers A lliance  and em 
ployed on a h a n d ic ra ft p ro je c t here w hich 
the A lliance  c la im ed  to be organized by i t  
100%, rem ained on the job u n til F r id a y , Ju ly  
14, when pickets fro m  the W orkers B ene fit 
Association bannered the job.

Streator
By B E N  M A R T IN

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
STR EATO R, 111., Ju ly  17—As the s tr ik e  en

ters its  seventh day, the S trea to r W .P .A . w o rk 
ers continue de te rm ined ly  to s tay ou t u n til 
th e ir demands are m et. D a ily  fly in g  squads 
fro m  S trea to r continue to ra lly  W .P .A. w o rk 
ers in  other sections of the coun try  to the 
Federa l W orkers League and to s tr ike  in  so li
d a r ity  w ith  S trea tor.

Today in Lasa lle  County, out of 1,700 W .P.A. 
w orkers over a thousand are ou t on s tr ike  and 
hou rly  the s tr ike  m ovem ent grows stronger. 
F .W .L . o ffic ia ls  declare th a t by M onday or 
Tuesday, the s tr ike  in  Lasa lle  county w il l  be 
come 100 per cent e ffective .

The Lasa lle  County C.I.O . has endorsed the 
s tr ik e  and is g iv ing  m a te ria l aid. The A .F .L . 
T rades and Labo r Assem bly of S trea to r has 
also endorsed the s tr ike  and num bers of locais 
are fu rn ish ing  aid. The s tr ike  headquarters is 
in the office of the S trea to r Labo r News, whose 
la tes t issue is m a in ly  devoted to news o f the 
s tr ike . An in te res ting  s ide ligh t is the fa c t 
th a t the M ayor and C ity  Council o f S trea to r 
have o ff ic ia lly  endorsed the s tr ik e  and have 
sent te legram s o f p ro test to the P res ident and

Congress. F ea ring  to face the w ra th  of the j 
w orkers of S trea to r, the loca l po litic ians  have 
decided i t  w ould be hea lth ie r to p lay  b a ll w ith  
the s tr ike rs .

L a s t Thursday, a countyw ide mass m eeting  
was held in  O ttaw a w hich, rad io  com m enta tors 
announced, was attended by 2,000. Am ong the 
speakers were L yd ia  Beidel, popu lar Chicago 
labor leader, P ete r V id m a r, County C.I.O . 
leader, Gus M andula, F .W .L . cha irm an , F ra n k  
Bates o f Peru, and Joe Tone ll o f M arse illes.

Rochester
(Continued from  page 1)

p rog ram  and have decided th a t anyth ing  is 
be tte r than continu ing  in the old ru t  down, 
down, down h ill.

The trade unions have th row n th e ir  m o ra l 
support behind the s tr ike , bu t except fo r 
words they have given no other k ind o f assis
tance. Both the A .F .L . and C .I.O. cen tra l 
bodies have protested the new W .P .A . setup, 
and the fo rm e r voted a t its  m eeting las t 
Thursday to go on the a ir to exp la in  to the 
pub lic  the reasons fo r the s tr ike . The Socia l
is t W orkers P a rty  has been active in  d is tr ib u t
ing  lea fle ts  exp la in ing  the re la tionsh ip  be
tween the Roosevelt W ar Deal and the Wood- 
ru m  b ill and ca llin g  upon the w orkers to con
tinue th e ir m ili ta n t protest.

East St. Louis
( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)

EAST ST. LO U IS , 111., Ju ly  15—Mass p icke t 
lines of W .P .A. s tr ike rs  yesterday e ffec tive ly  
stopped ca r loads of scabs a t Scott F ie ld , B e lle 
v ille , and ha lted a ll w ork  on the p ro jects  n o r
m a lly  em ploying  1,750 w orkers. F ro m  500 to 
600 P .W .A. w orkers also jo ined the s tr ike rs  
in th e ir s trugg le  aga inst wage cuts.

The C .I.O. In d u s tr ia l Union Council o f St. 
Louis today ca lled o ff the one-day stoppage 
planned fo r M onday. Th is was the response 
of the Council leaders to P resident R oosevelt’s 
s ta tem ent tha t “ You cannot s tr ike  against the 
G ove rnm en t.”  The cow ard ly  and re ac tiona ry  
decision w ill fu r th e r d iv ide  the unskilled  w o rk 
ers on the p ro jects fro m  the sk illed  A .F .L . 
construction  w orkers who are continu ing  th e ir  
s tr ike .

The a tte m p t to abolish the p re va ilin g  wage sys
tem  on the W .P .A . p ro jects , and to substitu te  fo r 
i t  w ha t the a d m in is tra tio n  so sw eetly ca lls  the 
“ se cu rity  w age,”  is ne ithe r the beginning nor the 
end o f the d rive  aga inst the unemployed.

Th is  d rive  began on the day fo llow ing  la s t No
vem ber's  elections. I t  was in itia te d  d ire c tly  and 
exc lus ive ly  by F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt, a t a tim e  
when Congress was no t even in  session. I ts  f irs t 
stage was ca rr ie d  th rough  d u ring  N ovem ber and 
D ecem ber, when, a t R oosevelt’s o rders, 300,000 
m en were dropped fro m  the W .P .A . ro lls .

The second stage consisted in the reorganiza tion  
of the a d m in is tra tive  personnel o f the W .P.A. 
H a rry  Hopkins, who was associated w ith  the New 
Deal epoch, w hich was being buried , was sh ifted  
to the D epartm ent o f Com m erce. A t the head of 
W .P .A . was placed F . C. H a rrin g to n . H a rrin g to n  
was and is a Colonel in  the regu la r A rm y . He 
ne ithe r resigned nor took a leave of absence fro m  
the A rm y  when he entered the W .P.A. He con
tinues on the A rm y  p a y ro ll. H is W .P .A . job  is 
a m ilita ry  assignm ent ordered by his c tm m a n d e r- 
in -ch ie f.

The s h ift fro m  Hopkins to H a rrin g to n  is thus an 
open sym bol o f the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the N ew Deal 
in to  the W ar Deal.

Links in the Chain
The next step in  the d rive  against the unem 

ployed was the d ropp ing , again at R oosevelt’s 
exclusive orders, of 50.000 non-citizens fro m  the 
W .P.A. ro lls . The fou rth , undertaken jo in t ly  by 
Roosevelt and Congress, was the cu tting  of the 
ro lls  by an add itiona l 400,000. to 500,000 du ring  
A p ril, M ay and June.

The f if th  g rea t step was the W .P.A. a p p rop ria 
tion  proposed fo r the fisca l year beginning J u ly  1. 
The fig u re  of $1,477,000,000 was again set on the 
sole and exclusive respons ib ility  of F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt. No Congressman proposed less; in 
deed, no Congressman would have dared to p ro 
pose so l it t le .

The to ta l money appropria ted  is fa r  and away 
the m a jo r fa c to r in  the re lie f s itua tion . Roose
v e lt ’s figu re , $800,000,000 low er than la s t year, 
compels the adoption o f harsh new regu la tions 
w hether these are invented by h im se lf o r by Con
gress.

The s ix th  step was the subs titu tion  o f the secu
r i ty  wage fo r the p re va ilin g  wage. Who is  respon
sib le  fo r  th is phase of the savage a ttack  on the 
wage and liv in g  s tandard  o f the A m erican  w o rk 
ers? Once m ore, the record gives the u n m is ta k 
able answer.

Role of Stalinism in the Recent 
Minneapolis Labor Campaign

h i
By C AR L O’SHEA

M IN N E A P O L IS  — The Com
m un is t P a rty  is no t on ly a b it
te r opponent of the tendency 
tow ards independent labor po
lit ic a l action, bu t w il l  con
sciously u tilize  the w o rs t T a m 
m any methods to stop the la 
bor p a rty  m ovem ent, even i f  i t  
means the e lection of the b la ck 
est reactionaries. Th is  is w ha t 
is proved by the record o f S ta l
in ism  in  the recent M inneapolis 
p o lit ica l cam paign, and w o rk 
ers in  o ther c ities, in  the A m e r
ican Labo r P a rty  m ovem ent in  
New Y o rk  and elsewhere, can 
learn  a t r ic k  o r tw o about the 
B row derites  by s tudying  the 
M inneapolis cam paign.

On A p r il 8 a c ityw ide  con fe r
ence of delegates fro m  the 
trade unions, unem ployed o r
ganizations and F a rm er-Labo r 
W ard Clubs held a conference 
in M inneapolis, adopted a p ro 
gressive labor p la tfo rm  and 
nom inated union men and wo
men as candidates fo r  office. 
Because the conference refused 
w ith  good reason to a lign  itse lf 
w ith  the d iscred ited  New Deal, 
the C om m unist P a rty  ca rried  
out its  f i r s t  d ir ty  m aneuver.

W hile s t i l l  p re tending to go 
along w ith  the labor cam paign, 
the C om m unist P a rty  p reva iled  
upon K leve  F lakne , a law yer 
w ith  no connections w ith  o r
ganized labor, to  f ile  fo r  m a y
or aga inst T . A. E ide , the la 
bor candidate.

The S ta lin is t-contro lled  Hen
nepin County F a rm e r-L a b o r ex
ecutive com m ittee  was forced 
to pledge fin a n c ia l and m ora l 
support to the labor cam paign 
in the p rim a rie s . Here again 
they ra tted , and gave not one 
penny to the p r im a ry  cam paign 
nor con tribu ted  anyth ing  in  the 
w ay of ra lly in g  votes fo r E ide  
and the res t o f the labo r slate.

F o llow ing  the sensational 
show ing o f the labor slate in  
the p rim a rie s , the S ta lin is ts  
through the Hennepin County 
F L  m achine tr ie d  to cover 
them selves by m aking  a sm a ll 
donation to the labo r cam paign.

B u t th e ir  m a in  a im  was to 
defeat E ide  and the labo r slate. 
They continued th e ir sabotage 
of the cam paign. A fte r the 
June 12 defeat, they whined 
th a t “ nobody asked us to 
w o rk .”
S TA LIN IS T  “ SUPPO RT”
A BO D Y BLOW

As the cam paign neared its  
end, the trade unionists in  
charge of the T rade  U nion V o l
unteer C am paign C om m ittee, 
rem em bering  the S ta lin is t 
tr ic k s  of o ther cam paigns, ex
acted a pledge fro m  the Com
m un is t P a rty  in  M inneapolis 
th a t i t  w ould no t issue any l i t 
e ra tu re  “ supporting ”  the labo r 
slate.

O f course i t  was na ive to be
lieve th a t a S ta lin is t bureau

c ra t w ould keep a prom ise.
In  the f in a l week of the cam 

paign the opponents of the  la 
bor s late became a la rm ed at 
the p o lit ic a l resurgence o f the 
union m ovem ent. Two days be
fore  the f in a l vote, the S ta lin 
ists d is tr ib u te d  tens of thous
ands of lea fle ts  “ suppo rting ”  
E ide.

The lea fle t and its  d is tr ib u 
tion m e r it two com m ents:

1. The le a fle t d is to rted  the 
labor cam paign by m ak ing  i t  
appear to be in  support o f the 
New Deal status quo. Such a 
le a fle t could on ly tu rn  a union
is t o r unem ployed against the 
labor slate.

2. The lea fle t was d is tribu ted  
p recise ly  where i t  w ould do the 
m ost h a rm  to the labor s la te— 
in the m idd le  class w ards and 
in the Catholic parishes. The 
le a fle t d id two th ings : to a lien 
ate the w orkers  fro m  E ide  by 
its  New Deal ta lk , and to a lien 
ate the m idd le  class fro m  E ide  
bv tagg ing  h im  w ith  support 
fro m  the C om m unist P a rty .

On June 24 the Hennepin 
County Council o f the C om m un
is t P a rty  c ircu la te d  a post-elec
tion sta tem ent to a selected i is t 
of people, s ta ting  “ w hat was 
w rong ”  w ith  the labor ca m 
paign.

The ve ry  f ir s t  po in t i t  makes 
is th a t “ the ob jectives of the 
New Deal (such as government- 
housing, increased aid to jo b 
less, opportun ities fo r youth, 
clean goverm ent, cu rb ing  mon
opolies, e tc.) were not cham 
pioned in a su ff ic ie n tly  c lea r-cu t 
m anner by the united fro n t 
candidates or cam paign lead
e rsh ip .”
N EW  D E A L  SM ELLS 
TO H IG H  H E A V E N

The tru th  is th a t the success 
tha t was achieved by the labor 
cam paign was due in large 
m easure to the fa c t th a t the la 
bor candidates d id n 't touch the 
New Deal w ith  a ten-foot pole.

The average w o rke r in  
M inneapolis w ould laugh you 
o ff the p la tfo rm  i f  you tr ie d  to 
te ll h im  th a t the "o b je c tiv e s ”  
of the New Deal were be tter 
housing, increased aid to the 
Jobless, opportun ities  fo r youth, 
etc. The ob jective  o f the New 
Deal is im p e ria lis t w a r fo r  the 
bene fit o f A m e ric a ’s S ix ty  
F a m ilie s , and to th is  end they 
have long since sacrificed  
w hatever progressive aim s 
they m ig h t have once p ro 
c la im ed. And don 't th in k  th a t 
the M inneapolis w orkers don’t 
feel th is .

“ The cam paign was confined 
a lm ost exc lus ive ly  to F a rm e r- 
Labo r and trade  union ranks, 
fa ilin g  a c tive ly  to invo lve  l ib 
e ra l church  groups, sm a ll busi
ness men, professionals and 
o ther progressive m idd le  class 
g roups.”  Th is  is the second 
po in t o f the S ta lin is t docum ent.

A ll the v irtues  o f the M inne 

apolis labor cam paign are 
vices to the S ta lin is ts !

"T he  local D em ocra tic  P a rty  
fa iled  to concern its e lf w ith  o r 
take an active  p a rt in  the cam 
paign w h ile  the F a rm e r-L a b o r 
and trade union forces neg lect
ed to s o lic it its  support.”  Quite 
a po in t!

O f course the N ew  Deal 
fought the labor cam paign. The 
New Deal is ju s t as opposed as 
the R epublican P a rty  to inde
pendent labor po litics . The New 
Deal friends of the S ta lin is ts  
tu rned up in  the Leach cam p 
through Leach ’s a ll-p a rty  com 
m ittee , a hangover fro m  the 
Stassen gube rna to ria l cam 
paign of 1938. W orkers eve ry
where can lea rn  a va luable  les
son fro m  th is , too.

L a te r on in its analysis, the 
C om m unist P a rty  feels the 
need to try  to exp la in  ju s t how 
New Dealish the people of 
M inneapolis are.

"T h e  g rea t m a jo r ity  of p ro 
gressive M inneapolis supports 
the New Deal and P resident 
Roosevelt. I t  w ishes to see the 
New Deal extended and its  ben
e fits  b rough t to m ore people in 
the c ity . In  the 1938 elections 
H aro ld  Stassen and the Repub
lican  P a rty  took advantage of 
th is  popular desire to ride  in to  
o ffice . . .”

G rea te r confusion could 
h a rd ly  exist. I t  was p recise ly  
because Stassen was the only 
anti-N ew  Deal candidate in  
1938 th a t he was elected. Had 
Benson and the F a rm e r-L a b o r 
P a rty  refused to ta il the New 
Deal in  1938, the F a rm er-La - 
borites would have won a 
sm ashing v ic to ry . I f  the people 
o f M inneapolis and M innesota 
said anyth ing  a t a ll in  1938, 
they said they were death ly  
s ick of the New Deal and would 
bu ry  anyone who tr ie d  to sell 
them  the shabby prom ises of 
Roosevelt again.

F in a lly , the S ta lin is ts  in d i
cate the theory behind th e ir 
sabotage of the E ide cam 
pa ign :

"T h e  record of the T ro tsky - 
ites c le a rly  reveals w ha t would 
be the cha rac te r o f the so- 
ca lled ’L a b o r’ P a rty  w hich 
they propose to substitu te  fo r 
the F a rm e r-L a b o r Association. 
I t  would be an in s tru m e n t to 
f ig h t aga inst the New Deal. . .”

Th is is w hat the C om m unist 
P a rty  re a lly  fea rs—tha t the la 
bor m ovem ent w il l  re a lly  forge 
a p o lit ic a l p a rty  th a t w ill re 
je c t both D em ocra tic  and Re
pub lican m achines, and w ill 
f ig h t fo r an independent la b o r 
line . Yes, the T ro tsky ite s  je a l
ously guarded the indepen
dence of the developing labor 
p a rty  m ovem ent in  M inneapo l
is. In  our concluding a rt ic le  
next week we w il l  ind ica te  how 
th is  m ovem ent can be p re 
served and extended.

As fa r  back as 1935, in  one of his press con fe r
ences, Roosevelt declared h is opposition to the 
p re va ilin g  wage and his perspective o f e lim in a tin g  
i t  fro m  re lie f p ro jects . He has never sw erved in 
his in tention.

D uring  the hearings on the cu rre n t re lie f b ill, 
the dem and fo r the abo lition  of the p re va ilin g  
wage did not come in  the f ir s t  instance fro m  Con
gressm en. I t  was p u t fo rw a rd  fro m  the witness 
stand by R oosevelt’s appointee and m ili ta ry  sub
o rd ina te , Colonel H a rrin g to n . L ike  a ll m ili ta ry  
men, H a rrin g to n  acts under the orders and d isc i
p line of his com m ander.

Any doubts about the o rig in  have been rem oved 
du ring  the past week by Roosevelt h im se lf, who 
has backed H a rrin g to n  to the l im it ,  and taken the 
pub lic  and avowed lead in the e ffo rt to smash the 
s tr ike .

Preparations for Things to Come
The seventh step was the announcem ent th a t 

those away fro m  jobs fo r fiv e  days w ould be 
dropped fro m  the ro lls ; the e igh th , th a t s tr ik in g  
W .P .A . w orkers are not e lig ib le  fo r home re lie f: 
the n in th , R oosevelt’s p roc lam a tion  th a t “ You 
can ’t  s tr ike  against the gove rnm en t.”

These three steps—a ll o f them  taken by decree 
and not by p a rlia m e n ta ry  law —are closely bound 
together. On the one side, they am ount in  e ffec t 
to the in s titu tio n  o f forced labor a t the govern
m e n t’s te rm s.

On the other side, they are a fo recast o f the 
method of o rgan iza tion  not m e re ly  fo r  re lie f w ork 
bu t fo r a ll in d u s try  in  w a rtim e . Since, du ring  
w ar, a ll in dus try  w il l  be p a rt o f the gove rnm en t’s 
w ar m achine, the p rinc ip les  now being enunciated 
w il l  com pel a ll persons to w ork  a t the tasks, wages 
and conditions assigned to them , and w il l  p ro h ib it 
a ll protests and s tr ikes  aga inst these tasks, wages 
and conditions.

N o t fo r no th ing is a m ili ta ry  o ffice r now  ru n 
ning W .P.A.

The tenth and eleventh and tw e lfth  steps are 
now n e a rly  ready to be taken. U nder the “ eighteen 
months p ro v is io n s ," a ll W .P .A . em ployes who 
have been on the ro lls  fo r a continuous period of 
eighteen m onths or longer m ust be dropped. Th is  
means concre te ly  th a t on J u ly  31 and A ugust 31, 
H a rrin g to n  plans to cu t o ff a m in im u m  o f 650,000.

In  theory, these 650,000 w il l  be e lig ib le  fo r  re 
em ploym ent a fte r a m onth of p a tr io tic  s ta rva tion . 
H owever, the eleventh step demands th a t the to ta l 
on the ro lls  be cu t to a m a x im u m  of 2,000,000— 
around 600,000 less than on Ju ly  1.

The tw e lfth  step is ingenious. I t  is ca lled  a re 
ad justm ent of geographica l wage d iffe re n tia ls . A t 
present, W .P .A . wage ra tes in  the South are com 
parab le  to In d ia  or China—in  m any instances 
about $3.50 per week. U nder the h yp o c ritica l p re 
tense of m aking  wage d iffe re n tia ls  equal no m ore 
than va ria tions  in  the cost o f liv in g , Roosevelt 
plans to slash W PA wages in the N orth  and a ll 
in d u s tria l areas. He hopes th a t a m inute  rise  in  
the Southern wage w il l  buy o ff Southern w orkers 
fro m  so lid a rity  w ith  th e ir  no rthe rn  bro thers, ju s t 
as, in the case o f the p re va ilin g  wage, he adjusts 
his blow to t r y  to d iv ide  the sk illed  fro m  the 
unskilled  w orkers.

*  *  *

And I  have been c ritic ize d , even by M arx is ts , 
fo r no ting  tha t the New Deal is dead. . . .

Senator Borah (Rep. Idaho) opposes the W agner- 
Rogers b ill to p e rm it en try  to th is  coun try  o f 20,000 
Jew ish ch ild  refugees fro m  G erm any. D ec la ring  
th a t he sees a "to u ch  of p o lit ic s ”  in  the proposal, 
he adds th a t he does not know how the U n ited  
States can ju s t ify  l im it in g  h u m a n ita ria n ism  to 
20,000 . . . when su ffe ring  is ju s t as g rea t and 
h u m a n ita ria n  demands ju s t as c le a r in  o ther parts 
o f the w o rld .”  D on’t  these bosses’ stooges have 
the noblest reasons fo r the fou l th ings they do?


