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I I
The History of the War Referendum

A c c o r d i n g  to the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States, the power to declare war against a foreign 
nation is vested in Congress. The President may not declare 
war; he may recommend its declaration, but it must be 
voted by a majority in a jo in t session o f both Houses of 
Congress.

I t  is true, of course, that this technical separation of 
powers is not so decisive as it might seem. The Constitu
tion designates the President as Commander-in-Chief of 
the armed forces of the nation. Directly and through the 
subordinate Executive departments, he is in charge o f the 
nation’s diplomacy, in the case o f the actual signing of 
treaties subject to confirmation by the Senate. Through 
this m ilitary and diplomatic control, a President may, in 
spite of the Constitutional lim itation, have a share in the 
war-making power equal to or even greater than that of 
Congress.

We have been taught since childhood that, in theory at 
least, Congress is the “ representative” o f the people. When 
Congress declares war against a foreign nation, it is sup
posed to be acting as such a representative, to be expressing 
the “ w ill o f the people.”
People Are Dragged into War

Whatever may be the truth about this in general, history 
and experience have made clear that in the case of declar
ing war Congress cannot at all be relied upon to act as the 
genuine representative of the people. Experience has al
ready shown that the people can be, and probably have 
been, dragged into wars against their will.

This seems to have been true of the war toitght by the 
United States against Mexico in the middle o f the last 
century. There is not the slightest evidence that the ma
jo rity  o f the people of the country favored this ruthless 
war o f aggression. Nevertheless, Congress declared war 
and called upon the people to support it. In doing so Con
gress acted not as representative o f the people, but of those 
special industrial, agricultural and financial interests which 
had something to gain from the Mexican War.

The same conclusion is even clearer in the case o f the 
aggressive, imperialist war fought against Spain at the 
beginning o f this century. The Spanish W ar was deliber
ately cooked up by a small handful o f big capitalists and 
bankers, publicists and politicians. The opinions and senti
ments o f the great m ajority o f the people were contemptu
ously flouted. The W ar itself was the occasion fo r some 
o f the most shameless graft in history. Young workers 
and farmers were sent out to die from yellow fever and 
dysentery in order to give a few bankers and industrial 
privateers control over the sugar and fru it plantations of 
Cuba and Hawaii and the Philippines.

The Mexican and Spanish wars were, in a sense, minor 
undertakings in the history o f the United States. The les
son they teach, however, is hammered in by the experience 
o f the Great W ar of 1914-18. The story o f this country’s 
entry into the last war has been studied in great detail 
during the past twenty years. Much of the material is con
tained in publicly available records of Congressional com
mittees. Thorough and competent historians have com
pleted the analysis.
The Necessary Conclusion

There is no doubt about the conclusions which must be 
drawn. The needs and wishes of the people were never 
consulted in connection with the decision to enter the last 
war. The gigantic loans made to the Allied Powers, the 
profits o f bankers and big corporations, the maneuvers of 
a small group o f financiers, diplomats and politicians, de
cided the issue, not the w ill of the people. Once again, in 
A pril 1917, Congress declared war not as the representa
tive o f the people, but at the w ill o f and as spokesman for 
the Morgans and Whitneys and DuPonts and Rockefellers.

We thus reach two conclusions about the problem of 
war as it faces the United States: (1 ) war is now a totali
tarian enterprise, affecting everyone; (2 ) the method pro
vided in the Constitution cannot be relied upon to carry 
out the w ill o f the people on the question o f war.

Increasing numbers o f people in this country have 
reached these conclusions. A t the same time it is clear to 
aM o f us that a new world war threatens to break out at 
any moment. A ll nations are directing their chief energies 
to preparation fo r it. Last year more than seventeen bil- 
lio * dollars were spent on armaments. Tens o f millions of 
mea are under arms throughout the world. Every few 
months a new crisis occurs, each one bringing the world 
to the very edge o f general war.

In A c United States, as elsewhere, the armaments arc 
built up. The government intervenes constantly in the vari
ous danger spots. Whatever laws are on the books, banks 
asd corporations become entangled through credits and 
supplies with warring or potentially warring nations. The 
pattern o f the last war seems to be repeating itself. The 
people do not want w a r; but more and more fear that the 
war is coming and that the people o f the United States 
w ill be dragged into it against their will.

An understanding of the totalitarian character o f mod
ern war, a realization that on the question of war Congress 
cannot be relied on to carry out the w ill o f the people, a 
fear that the people are going to be dragged into a war 
which they do not want: these are the sources that have 
led to a search for some means o f protection against the 
war and the war-makers, and have brought so many in 
this country to favor the plan for a popular referendum 
#n w ar.

Tbe proposal fo r a popular referendum is an extremely 
(Continued on Pace 3.)

New Deal Strikebreaking Moves 
Fail to Smash W .P .A . Strike Lines
National W.P.A. Strike Continues Solid as 
Unskilled Join with Skilled in Strike Action

MINNEAPOLIS

Skilled and Unskilled W P A  
Workers, 50,000 Strong, 
Keep Projects Shut Tight

( Special to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn ., Ju ly  13—P ra c tic a lly  a il 

of M innesota ’s 50,000 W .P .A . w orkers are ou t on 
s tr ike , inc lud ing  w h ite  co lla r p ro jects.

Each day since the s tr ike  began on Wednesday. 
Ju ly  5, the state W .P .A . a d m in is tra to r, Louis 
G lo lzbach, would announce th a t 90 percent o f the 
p ro jects  were open and opera ting , b u t each day by 
a fternoon h is o ffice  had to confess th a t the shutr 
down was v ir tu a lly  com plete. The d a ily  press lies 
and lies, bu t the w orkers s tay out.

S killed , U nsk illed , U n ited
One reason fo r  the s treng th  of the tu rn o u t is the 

d ire c t appeal made by the M inneapolis B u ild in g  
Trades Council la s t Thu rsday to the unsk illed  and 
a ll o ther W .P .A . w orkers  to  jo in  them  in  the  w a lk 
out. A Joint com m ittee  to run  the s tr ike  was con
s titu ted  by the bu ild ing  trades council, the Federa l 
W orkers Section o f G eneral D rive rs  Loca l 544 and 
—none too w illin g ly —the pro-Roosevelt W orkers 
A lliance . A s im ila r  jo in t com m ittee  was set up in 
St. P au l.

Huge mass m eetings o f s tr ik e rs  M onday and 
Tuesday n ig h t on the ca p ita l steps In St. P au l and 
M onday and Wednesday n ig h t a t the Parade 
Grounds here served to strengthen the s p ir it  o f the 
s tr ike rs .

The C om m ittee of F ive  H undred o f the Federa l 
W orkers Section o f 544 is d a lly  p a tro llin g  the p ro j
ects to see th a t they s tay shut.

Most Popular Strike
W .P.A. A d m in is tra to r G lotzbach s ta rted  out by 

dec la ring  th a t a ll m en not back in  th ree  days 
(Continued on page 3)

PHILADELPHIA

Construction Workers Vote 
To Strike Against W . P. A .  
Paycuts Despite Firing Threat

P H IL A D E L P H IA , J u ly  13—25,000 m em bers of 
the Pennsylvan ia  B u ild in g  T rades Council have 
o ve rw he lm ing ly  voted to go on s tr ik e  tom orrow  
a t 4:30 P .M . (F r id a y ) aga inst the W .P .A . wage- 
cuts.

John J. M cD e v itt, P resident of the State F eder
a tion o f Labo r openly stated in  the press th a t W il
lia m  Green has noth ing  to say about the loca l 
s itua tion  and the S trike w il l  be ca lled  a t the  desig
nated hour unless Congress rescinds its  action.

The th rea ts  o f H a rry  R . H a llo ran , P h ilade lph ia  
d is tr ic t W .P .A . d ire c to r, to f ire  every w o rke r who 
was absent five  days fro m  his post w ith o u t pe r
m ission, d id  no t cool the fig h tin g  and m ilita n t 
s p ir it  o f the m en. The a ttitude  o f the s tr ike rs  
around the b u ild ing  council headquarters is th a t 

(Continued on Page 4)

Not A ll Who Work on 
W PA  Are Underpaid

In order to refute the oft-heard charge that 
YV.l’ .A. workers don’t get enough to live on 
comfortably, the press has published the fo l
lowing list of the wages received by a typical 
group o f workers on W .P .A .:

Col. F. C. Harrington,
W .P.A. Adm inistrator. .$10,000 yearly 

Howard O. Hunter, Dep
uty Administrator ........  10,000 yearly

Several Asst. Administrators 9,500 yearly 
Lester W. Herzog, N. Y.

State Administrator . . . .  8,000 yearly
Etc., Etc., Etc.

TOLEDO

Ohio Building Trades 
Council Orders Members 
On W . P. A . to Strike

( Special to  the S oc ia lis t A p pe a l)
TO LE D O , Ohio, J u ly  12—The pow erfu l Ohio 

B u ild in g  T rades Council o f the A .F .L ., one -fifth  of 
whose state m em bersh ip  o f 200,000 are employed 
on W .P .A ., yesterday ins truc ted  its  m em bers on 
W .P .A . to go ou t on s tr ik e  and to s tay ou t u n til 
Congress reverses its e lf on the p re va ilin g  wage.

A m otion  o rde ring  c ity  re lie f au tho rities  to sup
p ly  d ire c t re lie f to  anyone in  need was ca rr ie d  
M onday by the Toledo C ity  Council by a 6-2 vote. 
The m otion was greeted w ith  a roa r o f applause 
by s tr ik e rs  and labo r leaders, there  to dem and 
th a t the c ity  council ove r-ride  C ity  M anager John 
N . E dy , who had ru led  la s t week th a t any W .P.A. 
w o rke r who s tru ck  w ould be ru led  o ff re lie f.

In  the face o f these tw o b ig  steps fo rw a rd  in  
m ak ing  the W .P .A . s tr ike  a success, the  C .I.O. 
leaders here ordered th e ir m en back to w o rk  to 
day, because i t  was the f i f th  day they were out. 
Toledo m ilita n ts  w ere presented w ith  the paradox 
th a t the notorious F ra n c is  J. D illon , "pe rsona l 
representa tive  here o f W illia m  G reen ,”  coupled a 
denunciation o f jo in t A .F .L .-C .I.O . ce n tra l execu
tive  body m eetings w ith  an exco ria tion  o f the 
C .I.O . fo r  sending its  men back to w o rk . D illon  
declared he w ould advise a ll s tr ik in g  A .F .L . m em 
bers to re m a in  aw ay fro m  W .P .A . jobs u n til Con
gress changed its  stand.

D illo n ’s opposition to un ited  fro n t actions be
tween the C .I.O . and the A .F .L . w il l  undoubtedly 
be answered in  the ce n tra l labor body (A .F .L .) , 
bu t the C .I.O . is in  an indefensib le  position  on the 
W .P .A . s itua tion . The S ta lin is ts , a lw ays s trong in  
C.I.O. lead ing  c irc les  here, are p u llin g  the C.I.O. 
aw ay fro m  a un ited  fro n t s trugg le  aga inst the 
New D ea l’s W .P .A . po licy .

NEW YORK

"Strike to the Finish"
For Union Rate Goes On  
Says Murray, Union Head
N E W  YO R K. J u ly  13—T h a t New Y o rk ’s W .P .A . 

s tr ik e  w il l  be “ a s tr ike  to the fin is h ,”  was re ite r 
ated today by Thom as A. M u rra y , P res ident o f the 
B u ild in g  and C onstruction T rades Council o f New 
Y o rk  a fte r the W ashington conference ca lled  by 
W illia m  Green.

M u rra y  decla red:
“ O ur work-stoppage p rog ram  th roughou t the 

coun try  is trem endously e ffec tive  today and a ll in 
d ica tions are th a t i t  w il l  become Inc reas ing ly  e f
fec tive  as tim e  goes on.

"T h e  s itua tion  boils down to ju s t th is :—N e ithe r 
N o rth  Beach A irp o r t no r any o ther W .P .A . con
s truc tion  p ro je c t anyw here in  the five  boroughs 
w il l  ever be com pleted unless union c ra ftsm en  re 
sume w ork, and no union m an w il l  w o rk  unless he 
Is pa id  the lega l h o u rly  ra te  fo r  every  h o u r’s w o rk  
pu t in .

“ U nder the new W .P.A. law  the a tte m p t is made 
to purchase two or three hours o f labor fo r the 
price  o f one h o u r’s to il.

“ A t a ll tim es labor has the c le a r ly  defined r ig h t 
to refuse to w o rk  and in  th is  instance i t  is  obvious 
th a t labo r has a m ore than adequate reason fo r 
its  re fusa l to  w o rk .

“ The m ere  suggestion th a t labo r should th ro w  on 
one o r two or th ree  hours o f w o rk  fre e  o f charge 
w ith  every hour fo r  w h ich  i t  is  compensated is , o f 
course, a p rin c ip le  fo r  w h ich  the re  is s im p ly  no 
positive  ju s tific a tio n .

“ The same law  w h ich  te lls  labor th a t henceforth  
i t  m ust se ll a d o lla r ’s w o rth  o f to il fo r  th ir ty  cents, 
i t  is in te res ting  to note, does no t t r y  to tre a t those 
who supply m a te ria ls  in  the same a rb itra ry  un- 
A m erican  m anner.

“ The m a te ria l dealers are no t to ld  th a t they 
m ust henceforth  p a rt w ith  a d o lla r ’s w o rth  o f steel 
o r a d o lla r 's  w o rth  of b r ic k  fo r  th ir ty  cen ts .”

M eanw hile , F re d  Hansen, C ha irm an  o f the 
Queens S trike  C om m ittee , reported  th a t fro m  M on
day up to 9 a .m . T hursday, 508 tru cks  c a rry in g  es
sentia l m a te ria l fo r  N o rth  Beach A irp o r t had been 
tu rned back a t the gate. Few er than  f i f t y  tru cks  
have gone th rough the gate since M onday, H an
sen’s re p o rt stated.

FLINT

Strike Called by Auto  
Union Auxiliary Climaxed 
By Militant Demonstration

( Special to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
F L IN T , J u ly  11—W .P .A . p ro jec ts  here w ent 

down qu icke r than Tony G alento under Joe L o u is ’ 
pun ishm ent when the U .A.W .-C.I.O . Unem ployed 
and W .P.A. A u x il ia ry  issued the ca ll fo r a one-day 

(Continued on Page 4)

N O T SO FAST, MR. DUBINSKY!
On July 9, Fascist Father 

Coughlin made a violent radio 
attack upon H arry Milton, 
member of Local 66, In terna
tional Ladies Garm ent Workers 
Union, and veteran of the Span
ish Loyalist Forces, for having 
proposed to his union the form 
ation * f  a Workers Defense 
Guard to protect the workers, 
their organizations and their 
democratic rights from fascist 
assaults.

Two days later, David Du- 
binsky, President of the onion 
to which M ilton belongs, rushed 
into print to reply to Coughlin’s 
attack.

Running for Cover
His statement was not so 

much a reply to Coughlin as it 
was a vicious disavowal of M il- 
ton and his proposal.

“ As fa r as the I.L .G .W .U . is 
concerned, I  may state that we 
are quite a big organization 
and, like any other organized 
group, we have, aside from  the 
overwhelming m ajority of sane 
and sound trade unionists, some 
Coughlinites, Trotskyites and 
some plain lunatics. We cannot 
forbid them, from  tim e to tim e, 

to come out with some crazy

ideas, but they certainly do not 
speak for onr union. I t  is a pity 
that Father Coughlin had to go 
to the waste basket for his la t
est Sunday speech."

Not so fast, M r. Dubinsky!
Take your tim e about running 

for cover and whining about 
your respectability and sanity. 
After all, Coughlin only made 
a speech against you. A fter all, 
he hasn’t yet swung into the 
same kind of violent action that 
his prototypes in Ita ly . Ger
many and Spain have already 
used so murderously against 
your no less respectable and 
sane brothers in Europe.

Not so fast, M r. Dubinsky!
Take your tim e about de

nouncing as “ lunatics” the 
rank and file soldiers of your 
union, men like M ilton, who 
fought against fascism with  
rifle in hand on the Spanish civ
il w ar fronts.

When the Thugs Come
After all, when Coughlinites 

and Silver Shirts and other fas
cist thugs begin the wholesale 
smashing of union headquar
ters, the stabbing and clubbing 
of workers, you may find your
self shouting tardily for help 
from the millions of “ lunatics”

who make up the rank and file  
of Am erican labor and who are 
ready, as were their European 
brothers, to fight fascism to the 
death.

Not so fast, M r. Dubinsky!
Take your tim e about de

nouncing the idea of mobilizing 
the trade unionists into a 
trained defense guard against 
fascism as “ crazy.”

I f  They Had Acted
Talk to some of the refugees 

from Germ any’s concentration 
camps. They w ill tell you that 
they wish German labor had 
had such a “ crazy idea”  IN  
T IM E .

Talk  to the Spanish refugees 
living in the horrible concentra
tion camps of your French “ de
mocracy.”  They w ill te ll you 
that they wish Spanish labor 
bad pnt that “ crazy idea”  into 
effect NOT AT T H E  LAST  
M IN U T E , when the fascist ene
my was already mobilizing and 
Itad already pounced upon the 
unprepared workers, B UT IN  
T IM E .

Talk  to members of the So
cialist Party whose Debs L a
bor School has already been 
wrecked by fascists.

Talk to the members of the

Transport Workers Union 
whose street meetings and 
speakers have been attacked by 
Coughlinites.

Talk  to the members of your 
own union, whose working dis
tricts are now being invaded by 
the insolent, audacious, aggres
sive Coughlinites and their d ir
ty anti-Semitic rag.

W aiting for What?
What are you waiting for?
For Roosevelt to “ stop fas

cism ” ? Like Bruening did in 
Germany? Like Benes did in 
Czechoslovakia? L ike Azana did 
in Spain?

Or do you have a passport 
stuck away somewhere, as did 
your equally blind fellow-bur
eaucrats of the European trade  
union movement who escaped 
fascism by airplane?

Otto Weis could fly to Czecho
slovakia. Benes could fly to 
Am erica. Julius Deutsch could 
fly to Spain. Azana could fly to 
France.

But In the firs t place, “ dem
ocratic” shelters are getting 
mighty scarce, even for “ big 
leaders.”

And in the second place, what 
is more im portant, the rank 
and file have no passports, can

not get them. They must re
main under the yoke of fas
cism, in its concentration 
camps or its slave pens. T H E Y  
M U ST F IG H T  OR B EC O M E  
SLAVES!

Not so fast, M r. Dubinsky!
Gangs Follow Speeches

Take your tim e. Think it  ov
er. You can’t play ’possum 
with Am erican fascism. You 
can’t dispose of Coughlin and 
his Uk by rnnninr like a scared 
rabbit from  one of their threat
ening speeches. A fter the fas
cist speeches, come the fascist 
gangs. The Am erican trade  
unionists, including the m em 
bers of the I.L .G .W .U ., are go
ing to be looking for leaders 
who give the signal for a cour
ageous fight.

Your Real Color
You’ve been getting away 

with a poorly-deserved reputa
tion of a “ progressive labor 
leader” for a long tim e now.

But the tim e is coming when 
E V E R Y B O D Y  w ill have to 
show what he is really made 
of in the fight against Am erican  
fascism.

Don’t you think you’re show
ing your real color just a little  
bit too soon?

Million on
W PA  to 
Be Fired by 
Sept. 1st

Announce Cut Under 
Terms of Roosevelt 
Starvation Bill

Meeting in conclave w ith his 
state and district deputies In 
Chicago to co-ordinate their 
strikebreaking activities, Col. 
I . C. Harrington, national 
W .P.A. Adm inistrator, an
nounced on July 13 that 31 per
cent of the W .P.A . workers 
w ould  be fired by September 1, 

That percentage, amounting 
by Harrington’s figures to 650,- 
000 workers, would be dropped 
fro m  the ro lls  in  accordance 
w ith  the p rov is ion  o l the law  
re q u ir in g  d ism issa l on that date 
o f a ll m en em ployed by then fox 
18 m onths o r m ore.

A H alf-Truth
B u t in  re leas ing  h is figures, 

H a rrin g to n  to ld  on ly  half the 
tru th . F o r his com puta tion  of 
31 percen t to be d ism issed was 
based on a to ta l f ig u re  as of 
A ugust 31 on W .P .A . ro lls  Of

“ Attorney General Murphy 
Invents Some Law ” — See 
editorial on page 4.

2,100,000. Since, how ever, on 
June 31 the W .P .A . ro lls  stood 
a t 2,500,000, th a t means th a t the 
A d m in is tra tio n  p lans to  f ire
400.000 m en in  add ition  to  the
650.000 to be dropped under the 
18-month prov is ion .

T h a t means th a t a g rand  to ta l 
o f 1,050,000 o f those now on 
W .P .A . ro lls  are s la ted fo r  the 
axe by Septem ber 1!

B u t th is  is  on ly  p a r t o f the 
h o rr ib le  s to ry .

E nd Wage Differentials
F o r on Septem ber 1 another 

p rov is ion  o f the Roosevelt- 
W oodrum  S ta rva tion  L a w  goes 
in to  e ffe c t: the ending o f the 
d iffe re n tia l in  wages between 
N o rth  and South. In  Chicago, 
H a rrin g to n  adm itted  th a t th is  
w ould  mean un ive rsa l slashes 
in  pay fa tes  th roughou t the 
N orth .

The end o f the d iffe re n tia l 
w ould no t lo g ic a lly  re q u ire  cu t
tin g  wages in  the N o rth . South
ern W .P .A . wages cou ld  be 
ra ised to the N o rth e rn  leve l, 
thereby fu lf i l l in g  the provis ions 
o f the law .

B u t th a t is  n o t w ha t the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  w ill 
do. I t  w il l  keep the Southern 
average wage somewhere 
around its  p resent leve l —  the 
a p p a llin g ly  low  fig u re  o f 319 
per m onth. T h a t low  fig u re  is 
d ic ta ted  by the Southern bosses 
—they w an t no com petition  
fro m  W .P .A . fo r  th e ir  semi- 
slave labo r—who are the  back
bone o f R oosevelt’s D em ocra tic  
m achine.

Destroying W .P.A .
T h a t means tra n s fe r to the 

N o rth  o f the same s ta rva tio n  
standards, o r as near as the 
A d m in is tra tio n  can ge t to th a t 
by  pushing the w o rke rs  back.

W hat w il l  happen to  these 
m illio n  m en and th e ir  fa m ilie s?  
E ven  Col. H a rrin g to n  had to  ad
m it  th a t no jobs a re  ava ilab le  
fo r them  in  p riv a te  in d u s try : 
" I  do no t believe i t  (p r iva te  
em p loym ent) is  la rge  enough 
to take  care o f the  num ber who 
w il l  be fo rced o ff the ro lls .”

The Roosevelt - W oodrum  
S ta rva tion  L a w  is thus revealed 
to be no th ing  less than  a m ech
an ism  to p ra c t ic a lly  destroy the 
W .P .A . and to d rive  down to  an 
unprecedented low  the liv in g  
standards o f the A m erican  
w o rk in g  class.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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North Beach Airport Is Center of W. P. A . New York Strike Struggle
o

=  8y 8. J. W ID IC K= *
The N ationa l Labor Relations 

B oard  took a long step back
w ard  th is  week when i t  an
nounced 'hai. he rea fte r i t  would 
p e rm it elections in  p lants upon 
an em p lo ye r’s request.

In  the past th is  is a r ig h t 
w hich the em ployers have not 
had. and w hich they sought 
keenly because i t  gave them  an
o ther weapon w ith  w hich to har- 
ras the unions.

P len ty  o f troub le  lies ahead 
fo r the union m ovem ent under 
the new ru lin g . Take the c u r
re n t C .I.O .-U .A .W .A. s tr ike  in 
General M otors. H ow w il l  the 
new N .L .R .B . ru lin g  th a t goes 
into e ffec t Ju ly  14 e ffec t the 
strike?  The s tr ik e rs  are asking, 
accord ing to press releases, fo r 
a con trac t covering  on ly  th e ir 
own m em bers. W ill the new ru l
ing g ive General M otors a loop
hole?

F o rtuna te ly , in the auto 
s tr ike , the stories of the m i l i 
tancy o f the w orkers, re m in is 
cent o f the g lorious days of the 
1937 General M otors s tr ike , give 
prom ise th a t the N .L .R .B . o r 
anyone else w il l  have a hard  
tim e  tu rn in g  back the boys.

The auto w orkers  ce rta in ly  
are on the m arch  again. And 
th is  serves s im p ly  to emphasize 
the ca p itu la tion  of the N .R .L .B .

Scab Roosevelt
Any doubt th a t the present 

reduction  in  the W .P .A . wages 
th a t caused the nation-w ide 
s tr ike  was a de libera te  move on 
the p a rt o f the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n  to b rin g  labor in to  
line  fo r w ar should be rem oved 
in  every w o rk e r’s m ind  by tw o 
events of th is  week.

P res ident Roosevelt endorsed 
the wage reduction  and the 
s tr ike -b re a k in g  polic ies of Col
onel H a rrin g to n , W .P .A . adm in 
is tra to r.

Another despicable blow at 
the W .P .A . w orkers  was hurled  
by the a d m in is tra tio n  in  an
nouncing th a t 3,500 theatre  
w orkers of the F edera l Thea tre  
p ro je c t w ould be la id  o ff th is  
m onth a lthough Congress, in  
cu tting  ou t th is  p ro jec t, a llowed 
funds fo r  i t  to continue u n til 
Sept. 1. Since B roadw ay a l
ready has h it  its  low  sum m er 
cb *, the W .P .A . ru lin g  is an out- 
0!*der o f s ta rva tion  to the w o rk 
ers invo lved.

A.F.L. Conference
A specta tor a t the A .F .L . con

ference in  W ashington to m ap 
om a f ig h t aga inst the Roose
ve lt ad m in is tra tio n  wage cu t
tin g  po licy  on W .P .A . would 
h a rd ly  believe th is  could be an 
A .F .L . ga thering .

There was some p re tty  strong 
language used aga inst the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion . R ich 
a rd  G ray , secre ta ry  o f the  In 
te rna tiona l B i'lck la ye rs  U nion, 
b lu n tly  b lam ed Roosevelt fo r 
the wage reduction .

Another speaker said Roose
ve lt had g iven the A .F .L . the 
ran  around and had even re 
fused to see a com m ittee  to ta lk  
over the m a tte r.

Speakers urged a nation-w ide 
s tr ike  on W .P .A . u n til Congress 
re c tif ie d  its  e rro r.

New Jersey and Pennsylvan ia  
delegates said th e ir  m em bers 
w ould never go back to w ork  
u n til the wage cuts w ere re 
scinded. They urged a ll o ther 
states to pursue a s im ila r  po l
icy .

O f course. B il l  G reen tr ie d  to 
d iv e r t the sen tim ent fro m  d ire c t 
action channels in to  p u re ly  p a r
lia m e n ta ry  pressure. B oth  are 
necessary—especia lly  s tr ik e  ac
tion.

When the m ost conservative 
section o f the A m erican  labor 
m ovem ent is thus aroused i t  is 
a h in t o f the days of s trugg le  to 
come.

Bloody Harlan
“ B loody H a r la n ’ ’ came into 

its  own again  th is  week.
One m an was k ille d  and s ix  

wounded in  a day o f shooting 
in vo lv in g  U n ited  M ine W orker 
pickets,: N a tiona l Guardsm en 
and scabs.

G arb led  press reports  fa i l  to 
say on w ha t side the dead and 
wounded belonged. Tw o o f the 
s ix  wounded w ere s tr ike  b reak
ing  guardsm en.

F ir s t  re su lt o f the shooting 
was to g ive the guardsm en an 
“ excuse’ ’ fo r  rounding up s tr ik 
ers. 250 w ere hu rled  in  ja il .

A re ign  of te r ro r  aga inst the 
UJd.w.U. has ensued.

H ere is  a re a l job  fo r  the 
C.L.O. The H a rla n  s tr ik e  m ust 
be won.

Press Tour o f  Project 
Gives Somervell the L ie

Union Wins Battle of Figures as Evidence 
Shows Work to Be at a Standstill

By TO N Y C H APM AN
N orth  Beach A irp o rt is  the 

b iggest W .P .A. construction 
p ro je c t in  the coun try . I t  em- 

j ployed 23,000 men. The New 
Y o rk  B u ild ing  ana C onstruction 

[T rades Council o f the A .F .L .
' said the a irp o rt job  was tied  up. 
Colonel Som erve ll, the W .P.A. 
a d m in is tra to r, said i t  was w o rk 
ing. The unions accepted the 
gauge of ba ttle . They issued an 
in v ita tio n  to the en tire  press to 
jo in  union o ffic ia ls  the nex t day 
(Tuesday, the 11th) in  a to u r of 
the p ro je c t w h ich  would prove 
w hether they or the W .P .A . o f
fic ia ls  were te llin g  the tru th . 
They in v ite d  the colonel to 
come along, bu t he ducked. The 
reporte rs  went.

As the fo u r-ca r ca ravan  drew  
up a t the m a in  gate, the way 
was blocked by three c ity  cops 
and fo u r khak i-c lad  guards. 
“ Have you got perm iss ion” , 
asked the guard, igno ring  th e ir  
police press cards. A ppa ren tly  
the colonel hadn ’t  c leared the 
w ay fo r them .

B a r Photographers
The reporte rs and the photogs 

w ent in to  conference outside 
the m ain  gate. I t  was decided 
to ca ll the “ B ra in s ”  a t 70 Co
lum bus Avenue. In  a l it t le  
w h ile , the re po rte r selected fo r 
the task re tu rned  w ith  o ff ic ia l 
perm iss ion  fro m  Colonel Som- 

,e rve ll. The reporte rs  were to be 
p e rm itted  to enter—b u t photog
raphers were barred .

Once inside the grounds, the 
repo rte rs  w alked to the adm in 
is tra tio n  bu ild ing , where G ayle 
M cFadden, D ire c to r o f the A ir 
p o rt P ro je c t, m e t them .

M cFadden m arsha lled  tw o 
cars and persona lly  conducted 
the tou r to the land-plane ad
m in is tra tio n  bu ild ing . Ins ide  the 
cou rt of the bu ild ing , men, most 
of them  unsk illed  laborers, 
w ere a t w o rk . They d id  not 
num ber m ore than th ir ty .  U p 
s ta irs , fo u r p laste re rs  were at 
w o rk . In  the m a in  upsta irs  
co u rt no one was on the job. 
H igh  above, surrounded by 
sca ffo ld ing , a blue and gold m u
ra l was untouched. The p a in t
ers had le ft the job.

“ An Open Shop”
Asked by repo rte rs  how the 

job on the a irp o rt was com ing 
along M cFadden answered, 
“ w e ’re  opera ting  a t 75 percent 
e ffic iency and have 90 percent 
of our men on the jo b .”  B u t 
had there re a lly  been even 25 
percent e ffic iency  on the job. 
M cFadden w ould have had to 
shout above the hum drum  of 
m en-a t-w ork to m ake h im se lf 
heard.

Asked i f  the p lasterers on the 
job were union men, M cFadden 
rep lied  evasive ly, “ We m ake no 
d is tin c tio n ."  Pressed by the re 
porte rs , M cFadden declared, 
“ Th is is an open shop.”

On re tu rn  to his o ffice  in  the 
P ro je c t A d m in is tra tio n  B u ild 
ing, reporte rs  got down to the 
business of asking fo r figu res. 
The figu res, released by M c
Fadden, proved m ore than his 
eloquence the a lm ost com plete 
shutdown of w o rk  on the a ir 
port.

“ I  have purposely unbalanced 
m y schedules to p rovide  fo r  a 
m a jo r ity  of men w ork ing  in  
d a y lig h t,”  M cFadden ex
p lained.

Grounds Deserted
T ha t same n ig h t th is  w r ite r  

v is ited  N orth  Beach A irp o rt by 
ca r and found th a t the grounds 
were a lm ost to ta lly  deserted. 
A ll w o rk  on hangars d u ring  the 
n ig h t was a t a com plete stand
s t i l l.  In  o ther words, in  re -a r
rang ing  his schedules, M cF ad 
den has sh ifted  a ll ava ilab le  
men to d a y lig h t w o rk  in  o rder 
co m ake a good im pression on 
a ll who m ig h t v is it  the p ro jec t.

M cFadden ’s figu res revealed 
th a t he could c la im  on ly 87 
b ric k la ye rs : 789 are usua lly  
employed da ily . The day be
fore, M cFadden said, there 
were 54 on the job . Throughout 
the tou r, newspaperm en were 
unable to see any b rick la ye rs
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on the job , p a rt ic u la r ly  on east 
hangars 2, 4 and 6, w hich by 
n ig h t and day stand untouched.

Need S killed W orkers
E le c tric ia n s , M cFadden con

ceded, wdre his g reatest sho rt
age. He had on ly  13 e lec tric ians 
ou t of a d a ily  need of 500 on the 
job .

M cFadden had 56 p lum bers, 
he c la im ed. F o rty -s ix  had re 
ported the day before, M cF ad
den said. He needs 131.

F o rty -s ix  s te a m fitte rs  were 
on the job as aga inst 203 n o rm 
a lly  requ ired , said M cFadden.

A fte r M cFadden rec ited  these 
figu res, in d ica tin g  his need fo r 
s k ille d  w orkers, reporte rs  
asked how the D ire c to r was 
m ak ing  up fo r it .

“ This is an open shop,”  M c 
Fadden answered. “ B r ic k la y 
ers are now being pu t on curb 
se tting  and sem i-sk illed  w o rk 
ers are being p u t on sk illed  
w ork. I f  they prove them selves 
to be com petent, w e ’l l  keep 
them  th e re .”

A t the conclusion o f the a ir 
p o rt tour, John J. B rennan, sec
re ta ry -tre a su re r of^the B u ild ing  
and C onstruction 'trades  Coun
c il, who accom panied the re 
porte rs on the to u r fro m  one 
p ro je c t to another, pointed his 
fin g e r a t the east hangars and 
said tr iu m p h a n tly . “ Look down 
a t those hangars. I f  you see any 
m an w o rk ing  there you ’re a 
be tte r m an than I  am . There 
isn ’t  a soul on those hangars. 
N ot a l iv in g  sou l.”

T u rn  B ack T rucks
A ccord ing  to the capta in  of 

the p icke ts outside the m ain 
gate of the a irp o rt, 36 ou t o f 41 
de live ring  m a te ria ls  had been 
tu rned back by the p icke ts up 
to 2 o ’c lock in  the afternoon. 
Photographers, w a itin g  fo r  the 
le p o rte rs  to re tu rn , "s h o t”  a 
p ic tu re  o f p icke ts tu rn in g  back 
a tru ck . The ba ttle  of figu res  a t 
N o rth  Beach A irp o rt was over. 
The union had won.

By STAN L A U R E N
A t the S trike  F ro n t, N o rth  

Beach A irp o rt, Queens, T hu rs 
day.

Despite the fa c t th a t 3,900 
N orth  Beach W .P .A . w orkers 
rece ived p ink  s lips th is  m o rn 
ing  fo r re fus ing  to accept the 
Koosevelt-Som erve ll o rde r th a t 
they go back on the p ro je c t as 
scabs (and a t scab wages too) 
the ranks o f the s tr ike rs  held 
f irm . Less than a dozen men 
were scabbing on the s tr ike  
w h ile  thousands rem ained out. 

• • •
No w ork was going on. The 

W .P.A. o ffic ia ls  tr ie d  to fool the 
s tr ike rs  by f i l l in g  the roofs w ith  
the men they had on hand. B u t 
only a b lind m an w ould believe 
th a t the scabs were w o rk ing . 
Those who d idn ’ t know th a t 
men w ere on the roof thought 
th a t the a irp o rt was being dec
orated w ith  statues.

♦  *  *

An a ttem p t was made to get 
laborers to la y  b ric k . The e lec
tr ic a l w orkers who were ou t on 
s tr ik e  laughed a t the s tu p id ity  
of the W .P .A . o ffic ia ls . A ll the 
b r ic k  th a t has been la id  m ust 
be ripped open because there 
were no e lec tric ians  on the job 
to lay  w ire . And the b rick la ye rs  
laughed too. One o f the men 
walked by to see w hat the scabs 
were doing. He assured the 
e lec tric ians  th a t the scabs 
d id n ’t  know the f ir s t  th in g  about 
la y in g  b r ic k  and the w a lls  
w ould have to be ripped down 
anyw ay.

* • •
I f  Roosevelt ever heard the 

names he was ca lled fo r  back
ing  up the W .P .A . cuts, he 
w ould have to a d m it th a t his 
b lu ff about being “ a fr ie n d  of 
la b o r”  w il l  no longer w ork.

* * *
Joe F — , a m em ber of the 

P a in te rs  U nion, D.C. 9, sa id : “ I  
was taken in  by the N ew Deal 
in  the la s t e lection. N ever
again. W hat we union men
need is a p a rty  of ou r ow n.”

<< * *
Another s tr ik e r  was not con

vinced. “ Roosevelt p robab ly  
d id n ’t  say he was fo r the men 
going back w ithou t the p re v a il
ing  ra te . Y o u ’l l  see. The news
papers are f i l le d  w ith  lies. W a it 
u n til he gets on the ra d io .”  We 
hate to th in k  of how m any 
years the m en w il l  have to w a it 
before Roosevelt comes out 
aga inst the pay cu t.

» » «,
One S ta lin is t tr ie d  to apolo

gize fo r Roosevelt’s reac tiona ry

BOSTON SUBWAY 
WORKERS JOIN 
IN W.P.A STRIKE
(S/icciaf to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
BOSTON, Ju ly  10 — F if ty  

ho isting  engineers em ployed on 
the W .P .A . H un tington  Avenue 
subway p ro jec t today le ft th e ir  
cranes to jo in  the nationw ide 
W .P .A . s tr ike . M em bers o f the 
H o is ting  and P ortab le  E ng in 
eers U nion, they voted unan i
m ously to stop w o rk  la s t n ig h t 
at a m eeting in Gainsboro H a ll.

Jam es R . M acD onald, busi
ness agent of the union, said 
the s tr ik e  was a protest aga inst 
a 50 per cent slash in  wages. 
2,600 laborers, rem a in ing  at 
w ork  and excava ting  w ith  shov
els, endanger the engineers’ 
s tr ike . These labore rs  do not 
lea lize  th a t the engineers are 
fig h tin g  the ba ttle  o f a ll sub
w ay w orkers, and need a ll the 
support they can get.

SUBWAY LABORERS 
DEBATE STRIKE

( S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
BOSTON, J u ly  7—Featured 

by tense debate, a m eeting las t 
n ig h t o f over 400 W .P .A . w o rk 
ers bu ild ing  the H untington  
Avenue Subway, m et to consid
er jo in in g  the nationw ide s tr ike . 
A sharp cleavage developed, 
some men shouting “ W ho’l l  pay 
m y ren t tom orrow  i f  we go 
o u t? "  and a sm a ll group of 
progressives re p ly in g , “ You 
w on ’t  have you r job  a t a ll un
less you s tr ik e " .

The discussion waxed ho tte r 
as the crow d grew  la rg e r. A 
few m inutes la te r a la rge  squad 
o f police and p la inclo thesm en 
rushed up. A d ick  threatened 
one of the leaders w ith  “ in c it
ing  to r io t ” . M eanw hile  the 
"a n ti-s tr ik e ”  elem ents were 
w inn ing  out and the m en t r ic k 
led back to w ork.

The m eeting was held in  re 
sponse to a le a fle t pu t ou t by 
the South End W orkers A l l i 
ance, w hich meets Wednesday 
n ig h t a t 8 p .m . a t the L inco ln  
House.

stand. “ He cou ldn ’t  help it .  
Congress is re a c tio n a ry .”  The 
other workens who w ere hang
ing  around th a t spot gave h im  
the razzberry . One of them  
asked h im  one s im p le  question 
“ Why d id n ’t  Roosevelt veto the 
W oodrum  B i l l  instead o f sign
ing i t— i f  he re a lly  was against 
i t? ”

* * *
One of the w orkers brought 

his l it t le  daughter out on the 
p icke t line . T h a t's  the s tu ff. 
N ot on ly  the s tr ik e rs ’ ch ild ren , 
bu t th e ir  w ives as w e ll, should 
jo in  them  on the line.

<= <•’ *
One of the men waved his 

p ink s lip  and said “ The w ay 
things are now . . . w ith  the 
governm ent fo rc in g  us to w ork 
longer hours fo r a s tin k in g  
wage, it 's  ju s t like  H it le r  is  do
ing  in  G erm any. H it le r  te lls  
you th a t you m ust w ork  a t the 
wage he wants you to . . .  o r 
s ta rve . Now they te ll us the 
same th ing  in  the U n ited  States. 
I t  looks like  they are try in g  to 
have fascism  here a lso.”

•  ♦  *

The c ry in g  need to organize 
the unorganized is rea lized by 
every s tr ik e r . “ I f  the laborers 
were organized now, then they 
w ould be out here and not in 
s ide,”  said one p lum ber. A ll the 
others agreed w ith  h im . The 
U nem ployed and P ro je c t W ork
ers U nion is on the scene try in g  
to do ju s t th a t job . They are 
passing out lea fle ts  to the un
organized u rg ing  them  to jo in  
the union TO D AY . Th is  is w ha t 
the labore rs  and the s tr ike  as 
a whole has needed. Good luck  
to you, Unem ployed and P ro j
ect W orkers U nion organizers.

Important Notice
“ A M E R IC A ’S 60 F A M IL IE S ”  

by Fe rd inand  Lundberg 
now ava ilab le  a t $1.49 

A book th a t reveals who 
re a lly  contro ls  A m erica  and 
how they keep th e ir power. 
No re vo lu tio n a ry  agita*tor 
should be w ithou t a copy. 
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Strike Sidelights. . . .

D rive  to Organize the 
Unskilled Gains Speed

Jamaica and Astoria Divisions of U.P.W.U. 
Direct Organization Campaign

By R A Y  R O BBINS
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y , J u ly  13— 

The in tensive d rive  to organize 
the unorganized unskilled  
W .P .A . w orkers in  support of 
the s tr ike  o f sk illed  w orkers 
ca lled by the A .F .L . a t the 
N orth  Beach A irp o rt, center of 
the s tr ike  m ovem ent in the m e t
ropo litan  area, has been gath
e ring  speed du ring  the las t 
week under the energetic lead 
ersh ip  of the Jam a ica  and As
to ria  d iv is ions o f the U nem 
ployed and P ro je c t W orkers 
Union.

A cam paign of m eetings and 
leafle ts, ca llin g  upon the un
sk illed  w orkers  to organize fo r 
s trugg le , led to a m arked 
g row th  o f sym pathy fo r  the 
p ro je c t un ion ’s a im s am ong the 
s tr ik in g  w orkers.

Roosevelt Stock Low  
The S ta lin is t leaders of the 
W orkers A lliance  have run  to 
cover as a re su lt o f R oosevelt’s 
s trike -b reak ing  statem ents. Up 
u n til Wednesday m o rn ing  when 
Roosevelt m ade his in fam ous 
s ta tem ent to the press, support
ing  H a rrin g to n , the A lliance  
had been desperate ly hanging 
on to the fr inges of the m ilita n t 
s tr ike , d ru m m in g  up votes fo r 
the “ fr ie n d  of la b o r”  in  the 
W hite House. Now they are in  
u tte r confusion, th e ir  ranks d is
illusioned and the w orkers gen
e ra lly  unreceptive to th e ir  ba l
lyhoo fo r  the New Deal.

When the w orkers read the 
papers Wednesday m orn ing , 
R oosevelt’s stock h it  a new low. 
"Som e New D e a l,”  the w orkers 
were saying  as they stood in 
groups discussing F .D .R .’s 
stand, “ I t ’s an out-and-out R aw 
Deal now .”  The S ta lin is ts , fe a r
fu l of losing w hatever prestige 
they had obtained in  a ve ry  de l
icate s itua tion , c ircu la te d  ru 
m ors th a t the press was d is to rt
ing R oosevelt’s sta tem ent. B u t 
nobody fe ll fo r  th a t gag, and as 
the day progressed the anti- 
Roosevelt fee ling  among the 
w orkers  grew  despite a ll the 
e ffo rts  o f C om m unist P a rty  
ward-heelers.

D o llinge r Speaks
The same day, a t a m orn ing  

m eeting o f 500 s tr ike rs  in  an 
open fie ld  before the A irp o rt, 
Abe D o llinge r, m em ber o f the 
U nsk illed  W orkers O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee of the Jam a ica  loca l 
of p ro je c t w orkers, spoke to the 
men, presenting a p rog ram  to 
w in  the s tr ike  by m ilita n t action 
on the p icke t line  and the u n ity  
of sk illed  and unskilled  w o rk 
ers. S ta lin is ts  made a va in  at
tem p t to s tifle  the voice o f the 
m ilita n ts  by m ak ing  speech a f
te r speech in  the usual s lander
ous sty le.

M any w orkers, fed up to the 
neck w ith  these crusaders fo r 
Roosevelt, demanded th a t the 
m em bers o f the Unem ployed 
and P ro je c t W orkers U nion get 
the flo o r to answer the S ta lin is t 
charges. As one w orke r p u t i t :  
"Y o u  guys (the S ta lin is ts) been 
runn ing  these fe llow s down a ll 
m orn ing . Now I  don’t  know 
w hether you ’re r ig h t o r w rong, 
but I 'd  like  to hear w ha t they 
have to say fo r them selves. 
T h a t is the dem ocra tic  way to 
handle i t . ”

The w il l  o f the w orkers p re 
va iled  and D o llin g e r spoke.

“ W hy is the W orkers A lliance  
so scared o f us and our p ro 
g ram ? ”  D o llinge r asked. “ A re  
they a fra id  o f our cam paign to 
organize the unskilled  w orkers? 
A re they a fra id  th a t i f  we o r
ganize the unskilled  w orkers 
and p u ll them  out on s tr ike  in  
support o f the sk ille d  w orkers, 
Roosevelt w il l  be em barrassed 
again? A re  they a fra id  o f the 
m ilita n t proposals th a t make 
v ic to ry  fo r  you s tr ike rs  a dead 
ce rta in ty ? ”

Exposes A lliance
D o llinge r w ent on to blow  up 

the fake “ stoppage”  p rog ram  
of the A lliance . “ W hy does the 
A lliance  set the date fo r  the 
stoppage so fa r  in  advance, 
nine days to be exact and even 
th is date is on ly  ten ta tive?  A 
nine days ’ w a it before they do 
anyth ing  and they have the 
brass to a ttack  us as d isrup te rs . 
Can i t  be th a t they are hoping 
th a t they w on’t  have to come 
th rough w ith  the goods,”  D o l
lin g e r asked, “ in  line w ith  th e ir 
po licy  o f not h u rtin g  Roose
v e lt ’s chances in  1940? Th is  is 
undoubtedly the case.”

W hy N ot Now?
W orkers in  the crow d took up 

the c ry  on the question o f the 
stoppage d u ring  D o llin g e r’s 
speech. “ P u ll them  ou t now ,”  
the w orkers  shouted to the s i l
ent group o f S ta lin is ts . “ W hat 
the he ll are you w a itin g  fo r? ”

The S ta lin is ts  suddenly got a 
bad a ttack o f lock-jaw , and 
seemed unable to cough up one 
single word.

E ve ry  a fternoon th is  week the 
unskilled  w orkers pouring  out 
of the A irp o rt have been g ree t
ed by organized squads o f ag i
ta to rs . A ll sorts of in tim id a tio n  
and coercion have been brought 
in to p lay  by the W .P .A . adm in 
is tra to rs . The tro lle y  cars th a t 
tra n sp o rt the w orkers to the 
subway sta tion  have been close
ly  guarded by LaG uard ia 's  
cops, who t r y  to in tim id a te  the 
m ilita n ts  by flo u rish in g  th e ir 
clubs and swooping down on 
them  on cha rg ing  horses. B u t 
the deluge of ag ita tion  con tin 
ues, and the restiveness o f the 
unsk illed  w orkers, w a itin g  fo r 
an organization th a t w ill re a lly  
fig h t th e ir battles, is evidenced 
by m any favo rab le  signs.

Wednesday a t noon hour a 
contingent of tw en ty  unskilled  
w orkers  m arched o ff the job  to 
lis ten to D o llinge r present a 
p rog ram  o f action. The assem
bled Negro and w hite laborers 
were eager fo r action, and 
prom ised to spread the w ord of 
organ iza tion  th roughout the 
A irp o rt w hich em ploys a t least 
14,000 unskilled w orkers.

MILITANT W.P.A. 
UNION ROUSES 
LABOR SPIRIT

Projects Shut T ight 
As A.F.L. and C.I.O. 
Back Strike Action

(Specia l to  l lie  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
STR EATO R , 111., J u ly  9—500 

w orkers attended a mass m eet
ing  on Sunday, J u ly  9, in  C ity  
P a rk  as a p ro test aga inst the 
na tionw ide paycuts. The m eet
ing  was held under the auspices 
of the new ly organized Federa l 
W orkers League of Lasa lle  
County.

Aroused by the an ti-labo r and 
wage cu ttin g  action of F .D .R . 
and Congress, the W .P.A. w o rk 
ers o f S trea to r, to a m an, have 
jo ined the F .W .L . the reby sol- 
id a riz in g  them selves w ith  the 
thousands o f W .P .A. w orkers 
now on s tr ike , by c losing down 
every p ro je c t in  S trea to r, M on
day m orn ing . Prospects are 
th a t a ll p ro jects in  Lasa lle  
County, em ploying  about 1800 
men, w il l  be shut down tig h t by 
M onday n igh t.

Union Backing
The F edera l W orkers League, 

w hich is about five  days old, 
was organized on the in it ia t iv e  
of John M alone, A m algam ated  
C lo th ing W orkers organ izer, 
M a t Coley, Gus M andula , and 
o ther lead ing labor m ilita n ts  in  
S trea tor. T h is  new organ iza tion  
has the w holehearted support of 
both the C.I.O . and the A .F .L , 
of Lasa lle  County.

A t the Sunday mass m eeting 
the speakers inc luded John 
Scot, Federa tion  of G lass W ork
ers, Gus M andula , C ha irm an 
F .W .L ., L yd ia  Be ide l fro m  
Chicago, and P . C. Sunkel, ed
ito r  o f the S trea to r Labo r News. 
The h ig h lig h t of the m eeting 
was the speech de live red  by 
Lyd ia  Beidel, who set the tone 
of the m eeting by dec la ring  to 
an en thusiastic audience, 
“ e ithe r we stand up on our 
hind legs and f ig h t th is  a n ti- la 
bor action of the  c a p ita lis t po l
itic ia n s  o r rem a in  a bunch of 
?4-cent-an-ho.ur jackasses.”

The re v iv a l of m ilita n t labor 
action in  S trea to r has aroused 
the en tire  w o rk ing  class in  the 
v ic in ity  w ith  a new s p ir it  and 
enthusiasm  tha t has not been 
witnessed here fo r m any years. 
The demands of the s tr ike rs  in 
clude “ Stop the paycu t and the 
la y o ff,”  “ G ive every  unem 
ployed w o rke r a job  a t a liv in g  
wage” ; “ F ind  jobs by m aking  
the 30-hour week a na tiona l 
la w " ;  and “ A ll w a r funds to 
the unem ployed.”

La tes t reports  a re  th a t in 
S trea to r 600 to 700 are out w ith  
on ly s ix  w o rk ing . In  M arse illes, 
two p ro jects  are o u t. In  O tta 
wa, a mass m eeting  has been 
ca lled fo r  M onday n ig h t and 400 
s tr ike rs  are going to O ttaw a fo r  
the m eeting. S ix ty -five  are out 
in  Peru.

T H E  R EA D ER S  H AV E  
1 H E IR  SAY:

“ You are r ig h t! I  have found 
the A ppea l’s in te rp re ta tio n  of 
in te res t and value. In  these 
d a rk  days yours is the only 
voice I  know o f in  the pe riod i
ca l fie ld  th a t sounds a c lea r 
note in  a befuddled and bew il
dered w o rld .” —T.P .P .

* * ♦
“ Enclosed fin d  $4.00 on our 

account. I  am  now ge tting  a ll 
l ite ra tu re  re g u la rly . The A p 
peal in  p a rtic u la r is a ton ic to 
us and we value i t  im m ense ly  
both because we are hav ing  a 
tough strugg le  here and be
cause your success encourages 
us m ore than we can sa y .” — 
L .M ., M elbourne branch o f the 
A u s tra lia n  R evo lu tiona ry  W ork
ers League.

*  *  ♦

“ We are going to t r y  to send 
in news re g u la rly  to the Appeal. 
W hat I  have in  m ind is m a te ria l 
th a t can be used by the w rite rs  
in  New Y o rk . I  th in k  th is  is one 
of the ways to help m ake the 
paper m ore readable fo r  un
p o lit ica l w orkers  and help edu
cate them  to our p o lit ic a l v ie w 
point.

“ I  feel th a t w ith  the w a r dan
ger so near we a ll have to w ork  
ha rde r than ever before. This 
means a continued e ffo rt to sell 
the A ppea l.”  — P auline T — , 
W orcester, Mass. lite ra tu re  
agent.
ON F IN A N C E S :

Aga in  we m ust sound the a l
a rm  about our fin a n c ia l posi
tion.

The fin a n c ia l s tra in  resu lting  
fro m  the Convention has seri-

A fte r an en thusiastic discus
sion o f the P ro g ra m  o f A ction 
adopted by the recent Conven
tion  o f the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty , the N ew ark  B ranch  in i
tia ted  the cam paign to ra ise a 
$10,000 P a rty  B u ild in g  fund by 
p ledging $267.

Comrades a t the m eeting  dug 
down in  th e ir  pockets and hand
ed over the f ir s t  cash in s ta ll
m ent on the pledge o f $23.50. 
Th is pledge represents a new 
h igh fo r N ew ark fund -ra is ing , 
as i t  is the la rges t am ount they 
have ever undertaken to co llec t 
fo r the P a rty .

The d rive  got o ff to a good

4.
"S o c ia lis t Appeal 
New Y ork  C ity 

To the E d ito r of the Socia list
Appeal
“ In  a recent issue of your 

paper, an a rt ic le  appeared con
cern ing  the res igna tion  of two 
m em bers of the Young People 's 
S oc ia lis t League, youth  sec
tion  o f the S oc ia lis t p a rty . 
These two ind iv idua ls , M itch e ll 
R a ffe r and E rnes tine  S im on, 
have supposedly jo ined the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

“ M ay I  say th a t so fa r  as I  
am concerned, the sta tem ent 
was noth ing b u t a fa lse and 
v ic ious lie , ca lcu la ted  to ra ise 
doubts in  the m inds o f m y com 
rades as to m y  status in  m y 
organization.

“ I t  is a sad com m enta ry  on 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  in te g r ity  of 
your o rgan iza tion  when i t  has 
to reso rt to such tac tics , pe r
fected on ly  by the S ta lin is t 
school of m isrepresenta tion .

“ I  e m p h a tica lly  believe th a t 
i f  your o rgan iza tion  continues 
in  such a c tiv ity , you w il l  have 
earned noth ing b u t the d isre 
spect o f a ll honest lib e ra ls  and 
rad ica ls .

M IT C H E L L  R A F F E R  
B rook lyn  College 

Y PS L C irc le
“ P. S. I  should apprecia te  the 

re p r in tin g  of th is  le tte r in  the 
nex t issue o f the Appeal, inas
m uch as the a rtic le  in  the A p
peal was a m isrepresen ta tion  
of m y  p o lit ic a l a ff il ia t io n .”

T h is  le tte r , dated J u ly  1(^1 
was reoeived by  the Socia list

ously affected our re g u la r 
w eekly incom e w ith  the resu lt 
th a t we are once again in  a ser
ious s itua tion .

F in a n c ia l statem ents have 
been sent ou t to a ll branches 
and are now in  the hands o f l i t 
e ra tu re  agents. A ction  is tbe 
keynote! We are no t asking fo r 
special con tribu tions . B u t we 
are d e fin ite ly  asking fo r  im m e 
diate and subs tan tia l paym ents 
on a ll bundle o rde r accounts.

* ♦ *
New subscrip tions th is  past 

week fe ll o ff considerab ly. No 
doubt the presence e f m any 
com rades a t the N a tiona l Con
vention accounted fo r  th is  de
c line , bu t th a t is  a ll the m ore 
reason to step up the pace fo r  
next week and m ake up fo r  th is  
lost tim e . H e re ’s the l is t :

N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y  . . 6
C a lifo rn ia  ...................... 5
C h ic a g o .......................... 3
New Jersey ................ 2
N ebraska ...................  2
St. P a u l .......................  l
Ohio ............................ l
New Y o rk    l
M aine ...........................  1

T o ta l .......... 22

P h il A xe lrod  o f South H aven, 
M ich igan  has jo ined the l is t  o f 
those ta k in g  bundles o f papers 
a t his cam p. P h il begins w ith  a 
bundle of 10.

P ioneer Bookshop o f London, 
Eng land has a lready  increased 
its bundle fro m  18 to 24 per is 
sue—and pays fo r them , too!

C leveland, Ohio has doubled 
its  bundle and now takes a to ta l 
of 50 copies per issue.

s ta r t even before the Conven
tion  sessions had come to a 
close. In  response to the p re 
convention a rtic les  w ritte n  by 
Com rade Jam es P. Cannon, the 
Boston organ ize r sent in  a do
nation  o f $100 fro m  an anony
mous co n tr ib u to r, w h ile  con
vention delegates were s t i l l  
m eeting. Close on its  heels 
came another check fo r  $10 
fro m  an active  m ilita n t in  
Rochester, New Y o rk . W ith  the 
sp lendid  action of the N ew ark 
B ranch , the $10,000 cam paign is 
going a t top-speed in  the f ir s t  

| week since the convention de- 
I cision.

“ The Socia lis t C all,
New Y o rk  C ity .

To the E d ito r o f the S ocia list 
C a ll:

“ I  asked your student d ire c t
o r not to p r in t  the le tte r she 
w ro te  and had me sign, accus
ing  the T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion  
o f fa ls ify in g  m y  p o lit ic a l posi
tion , hav ing  come to the con
clusion th a t the e rro r had been 
e n tire ly  m ine and not the irs .

“ She assured me you would 
not use it ,  and ye t in  the C a ll 
o f Ju ly  8, found i t  possible to 
be tray  m y confidence and take 
advantage o f the p o lit ic a l in 
experience w hich led me to ac
cept it .

“ I  can see th a t lo y a lty  to 
the S oc ia lis t P a rty  should no t 
have kep t me w ith in  its  ranks, 
despite m y  awareness o f its  in - 
e lfe c tu a l s t a n d  in  c u rre n t 
s trugg les. Th is lack  o f ethics 
has k ille d  m y  lo ya lty .

“ I  he rew ith  su b m it m y  res ig 
nation  fro m  the Young Peoples 
Socia lis t League o f the S oc ia lis t 
P a rty .

M itc h e ll R a ffe r
“ M ay I  ask th a t you g ive th is  

the same prom inence th a t you 
gave the le tte r I  was prom ised 
would no t be p r in te d .”

IMPORTANT
Negro Departm ent open

ing up. Badly needed: type
w riter, cabinet file and other 
office accessories. Readers 
are urged to donate these 
absolutely essential items. 
Their donations w ill be 
greatly appreciated. Com
municate with National Of
fice.

Newark Fires Opening  
Gun in  F und  D rive

Pledges $267 in National Party Building 
Fund Drive for $10,000

Two Letters

O n  Their Morals and Ours
This le tte r appeared in  the A ppeal:

S oc ia lis t C a ll, Ju ly  8. 1939, page



TU E S D A Y, JU L Y  18, 1939 S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

—  By Dwight Macdonald ■ ■■ —

S P A R K S  I N  T H E  N E W S
Bank Report

The b ig  news in  the press th is  week, bigger 
than Danzig, b igger than the W .P.A. s tr ike , 
is a table buried  in  the fin a n c ia l pages of the 
N . V. T im es under the no t-too -th rilling  head
line '.j, F E D E R A L  LOANS U P  IN  B A N K  P O R T
FOLIOS. The tab le , based on the new ly  issued 
second-quarter reports  of the fifte e n  la rges t 
W all S tree t banks, shows the percentages of 
these banks’ to ta l assets invested in  various 
ways. I t  is w o rth  reproducing :

June 1938 June 1939
Cash 35% 40%
U S. G o v 't securities 29% 31%
Loans, d iscounts, etc. . 25% 19%
O ther investm ents & assets 11% 10%

T o ta l assets . . 100% 100%
The b ig  news here is not som ething unex

pected has happened, not “ M A N  B IT E S  
DOG” , fo r exam ple, bu t p rec ise ly  “ DOG 
B IT E S  M A N  — A G A IN !”  A trend w hich was 
a la rm in g  enough—to the bourgeoisie—a year 
ago has become even m ore serious in  the past 
year

Banks make m oney—and keep the ca p ita lis t 
system  going—e ithe r by loaning th e ir funds to 
business men o r by investing  them  in  business 
enterprises. B u t th is  table shows us th a t both 
loans and investm ents have in  the las t year 
shrunk even beow the a la rm in g ly —again, to 
the bourgeoisie — low levels of 1938. On the 
other hand, there  has been a decided rise  in  
the percentage of assets held in  the fo rm  of 
cash—th a t is, ly in g  id le  in  the vau lts, p roduc
ing no incom e fo r the banks or fo r  any one else 
—and in  G overnm ent securities , w hich y ie ld  a 
ve ry  low  ra te  o f in te res t.

In  short, on ly  a l it t le  over one-fourth o f these 
g rea t banks’ to ta l resources of $15,240,000,000 
is a t present invested in p ro fit-m a k in g  en te r
prises The res t is e ithe r id le o r else is s iph 
oned out o f the fie ld  of p riva te  en te rp rise  com 
p le te ly  in to  G overnm ent securities.

Bond Addicts
The banks a re n ’t  m ak ing  m uch m oney, but 

there is a g rea t deal more to i t  than  th a t. T h e ir 
economic base has been sh ifted  in  the la s t ten 
years fro m  p riv a te  to state ca p ita lism , fro m  
business en terprise  to governm ent en terprise. 
In  1930, the na tiona l banks of the coun try  had 
$21,600,0(10.000 out on loan to th e ir custom ers, 
and $4,100,000,000 invested in  governm ent se
cu ritie s . In  1937, they had $12,700,000,000 ou t on 
loan, and $12,300,000,000 in G overnm ent secur
ities.

S m all wonder th a t the conservative Senator 
B a rbour, of New Jersey, recen tly  described 
the banks as "bond  a dd ic ts ” , w hich have been 
" a l l  bu t ru ined as lending agencies” . The Sen
a to r adm itted , sad ly, th a t no ou tle t fo r  bank 
funds exists in  p riva te  indus try , and th a t the

banks, there fo re , “ are helpless and cannot 
break the hab it o f p u tting  surp lus funds in to 
Federa l secu rity  issues.”

The resu lting  s itua tion  is a curious one in 
deed. The huge annual de fic its  of the New Deal 
have been m e t not by increased taxa tion  bu t 
by se lling  governm ent bonds and sho rt-te rm  
notes to the banks. Thus the New Deal has 
borrowed the money i t  needed fo r its  spend
ing program s fro m  those ve ry  c itade ls of f i 
nance ca p ita lism  m ost v io le n tly  opposed to 
any such p rog ram . The banks have len t the 
money s im p ly  because there has lite ra lly  been 
nowhere else—except a safe deposit va u lt— 
they could put it. The New Deal is dependent 
on the banks, and the banks are dependent on 
the New Deal. So fa r , the p o lit ica l im p lic a 
tions of th is  increas ing ly  closer re la tionsh ip  
between finance ca p ita l and the state have re 
m ained s im p ly—im p lica tions . B u t i t  is  in  th is  
sector tha t we m ay expect, in  the fu tu re , es
p ec ia lly  c lea r w a rn ing  signals of the approach 
of an A m erican  fo rm  of fascism .

Money Goes on Relief
There are two m a jo r indexes of the success 

of the New D ea l’s a ttem p t to save ca p ita lis t 
dem ocracy: id le  m en and id le  money. The las t 
two years have been hea rt-b reak ing  ones fo r 
the New D ealers because, a fte r some progress 
in  1935-6, the whole business collapsed again, 
and unem ploym ent and excess bank reserves 
have been s tead ily  m ounting  ever since. U n
less new fie lds  fo r p ro fitab le  p riva te  invest
m ent are opened up in  a h u rry , the outlook fo r 
ca p ita lism  as we know i t  is not b rig h t. The 
la test S.E.C. repo rt on new secu rity  issues, 
fo r  M ay of th is year, is not encouraging. Only 
$31,200,000 in  a ll were reg istered, only a l it t le  
m ore than ha lf the M ay. 1938, fig u re  — and 
over h a lf o f th is  m easly $31,200,000 was ac
counted fo r  by new investm ent trus ts , which 
means a m ere reshu ffling  of ex is ting  inves t
m ents ra th e r than crea tion  of new outlets.

M eanw hile , money keeps p ilin g  up in  the 
banks ju s t as new thousands keep sw e lling  the 
ranks of the unem ployed. In  the la s t three 
m onths alone, deposits of the fifteen  la rges t 
W all S treet banks jum ped 6%. Chase N ationa l, 
w hich a year o r so ago outstripped London’s 
g re a t M id land  Bank to become the w o rld ’s 
b iggest bank, has ju s t reported  an a ll-tim e  
h igh of a lm ost $3,000,000,000 resources, w hich 
is $500,000,000 m ore than i t  had la s t year. Chi
cago has two b illio n  d o lla r banks fo r the f ir s t  
tim e  in its  h is to ry . And w h ile  deposits m ount, 
loans dw ind le , investm ent in  new enterprises 
has p ra c t ic a lly  d ried  up. These vas t accum ula 
tions of ca p ita l once were rese rvo irs  fro m  
w hich money flow ed to tu rn  the wheels o f tens 
of thousands o f p ro fit-m a k in g  enterprises. 
They have become in  our day s tagnant pools, 
breeding places of disease fo r the whole cap i
ta lis t system .

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T  O F  T H E  P A S T
By EMANUEL GARRETT

JE A N  P A U L  M A R A T  
(M ay 24, 1743-July 13, 1793)

The B astille , p rison-sym bol o f the old re 
g im e, fe ll on J u ly  14, 1789 under the surge of 
the aroused P a ris ia n  masses. The G rea t 
F rench  R evo lu tion  had begun. The s trugg le  
between the h e re d ita ry -p riv ileged  and the new 
ly  pow erfu l m asters of trade  w h ich  had been 
b rew ing  fo r the g rea te r p a r t o f the cen tu ry  
reached its  c lim a x , and the fo rm e r had to give 
w ay. On August 4 feuda l p riv ileges were fo rm 
a lly  abolished.

There  w ere those who were qu ite  content to 
le t th ings stand as now established. The w ea l
thy  m erchants, sa tis fied  th a t the re ins o f gov
e rnm ent were being tra n s fe rre d  to them  
through  th a t section of the n o b ility  w h ich  had 
a ligned itse lf w ith  new class power as w e ll as 
th rough th e ir  own d ire c t representatives, 
sought m e re ly  to consolidate the gains 
achieved and to stop the revo lu tion  cold a t 
th a t point.

These plans were spiked however by a sm a ll 
group of fa r-s igh ted  ind iv idua ls  who stood a t 
the head o f the masses, no tab ly  Jean Pau l 
M a ra t, cham pion “ of the property less whom 
the r ic h  ca ll cana ille  (d o g s)."

Seeing the R evo lu tion  as of bene fit on ly  to 
the rich , M a ra t jum ped in to  the fra y  w ith  the 
sharpness o f his pen, the v ig o r o f his ideas, 
pub lish ing  the m ost im p o rta n t jo u rn a l of the 
day, “ L 'A m i du P eup le ”  (The F rie n d  of the 
People). In  i t  he a ttacked the proposed l im i t 
ations on the people ’s sovere ign ty, charged 
the com m erc ia l potentates w ith  using the N a 
tiona l Assem bly (created by the R evolu tion) 
fo r th e ir  own advantage, p red ic ted  the tre a 
son o f the lib e ra l nobles.

T ra ined  as a sc ien tis t, a w ell-established, re 
spected phys ic ian  w ith  a la rge  p rac tice  among 
the E ng lish  and F rench  a ris toc racy , the w r ite r  
o f severa l im p o rta n t treatises on optics and 
o ther sc ie n tific  subjects, M a ra t had even be
fo re  the actua l outbreak o f the R evo lu tion  g iv 
en up science fo r re vo lu tio n a ry  ag ita tion .

F ro m  a w r ite r  of ph ilosophica l tra c ts , he 
g ra d u a lly  became a p ra c tic a l revo lu tion is t, an 
advocate of class s trugg le .
Persecuted by Counter Revolution

D ire c tin g  his blows in  a series o f g rea t p o l
em ics against N ecker, representa tive  o f the 
new reg im e, he a rticu la te d  the “ demands of 
those who have noth ing on those who have 
e ve ry th in g .”  . . . F o r h igher wages, fo r equal 
r ig h ts , fo r abo lition  of bread and consumers 
taxes, fo r  a general supp ly o f cheap bread. 
E ve r v ig ila n t he d id n ’t  hesitate to speak out, 
ca ll a t ra ito r  a tra ito r , w a rn  the masses tha t 
today's “ f r ie n d ”  w il l  be to m o rro w ’s enemy.

Those he a ttacked in L ’A m i w ent a fte r h im  
v ic ious ly . M a ra t became the m ost persecuted 
m an o f the R evo lu tion . F o r tw o years he live d  
“ i l le g a lly ”  in  d a rk  ce lla rs , sewers, constan tly  
hunted, w o rk in g  alone w ith  on ly  loya l Simonne 
E y ra rd  s tanding by h im  th roughout. H is w r i t 
ings were confiscated, h is presses destroyed.

As the counter-revo lu tion  grew  stronger,

M a ra t demanded the sa feguard ing  o f the R ev
olu tion by the general a rm in g  of the people, 
by the d isa rm ing  o f the coun te r-revo lu tionary  
leaders—even by d ic ta to r ia l means i f  neces
sary . To crush the s p ir it  o f the masses, the 
N a tiona l Assem bly ordered bloody massacres. 
European powers, w o rk ing  w ith  roya lis ts  in  
F rance, declared w a r aga inst the F rench . E x 
p la in ing  the m eaning of the w a r and the m as
sacres, M a ra t ca lled fo r the ove rth row  o f the 
K ing  and the com pletion of the R evolution.

E ve n tu a lly , in  O ctober. 1791, a Leg is la tive  
Assem bly elected by p riv ileged  su ffrage  re 
placed the N a tiona l Assem bly. B u t, w rote  M a r
at, “ The second leg is la tu re  is no t less ro tten  
than the f i r s t . ”  P rices and hunger w ere m ount
ing. Force, he to ld  the w orkers , would be 
necessary, fo r the c rea tion  o f a R epublic. “ Do 
you re a lly  believe th a t you can change the in 
c lina tions and habits, the m anners and pas
sions o f the ru lin g  class by the preach ing  of 
m o ra l p rin c ip le s? ”

Louis was taken prisoner in  1792. A new 
C om m unal Council was elected in  P a ris . M a r
a t was made a m em ber of its  C om m ittee of 
P ub lic  Safety which disposed of the counter
revo lu tiona ry  ring leaders. H is in fluence in  the 
P a ris  Commune was decisive.

A N ationa l Convention was ca lled. The 
masses, who worshipped h im , elected h im  a 
m em ber. To ind ica te  the change th a t had been 
effected, he changed the nam e o f his jo u rn a l 
to “ Journa l of the F rench R epublic  by M a ra t, 
F rie n d  o f the People .”  The legend under the 
masthead of th is  jo u rn a l read: “ In  o rde r th a t 
m ise ry  m ay be d im in ished, the p rope rty  of the 
w ea lthy m ust be abolished.”

N ever s ilen t, never w illin g  to com prom ise, 
M a ra t continued his ba ttle  aga inst the weak- 
w illie s , the va c illa to rs  in  the Convention. The 
la tte r who held the w hip hand in  the Conven
tion  fo r  a tim e  f in a lly  had h im  b rought before 
the R evo lu tiona ry  T r ib u n a l on A p r il 24, 1793. 
B u t he was acquitted, and the masses ca rr ie d  
h im  home tr iu m p h a n tly  th rough  the streets of 
P a ris . A lead ing  s p ir it  o f the Jacobin  Club 
(the Bolsheviks o f the F rench  R evo lu tion ), he 
organized the defeat o f the G irond is ts  (the 
v a c illa to rs ), and helped establish Jacobin  ru le .

The years o f persecution had, however, th e ir  
to ll. M a ra t became too i l l  to  attend the Con
vention. D a ily  fro m  his home he sent the Con
vention a le tte r o f advice and opinion. A ff lic te d  
w ith  a serious sk in  a ilm e n t contracted  in  the 
dank sewers, he spent the g rea te r p a rt of his 
day s itt in g  in  a bath, the on ly re lie f he had. 
On Ju ly  13, C harlo tte  Corday, an agent o f the 
roya lis ts , asked to see h im . She was adm itted . 
Approaching, she pu lled  a kn ife  and stabbed 
h im  through the heart.

C harlo tte  Corday became the heroine o f the 
counter-revo lu tion  when i t  w rested pow er fro m  
the Jacobins. M a ra t’s nam e was besm irched, 
accused o f the v ile s t c rim es, h is ideas d is
to rted . B y  the same token, however, h is name 
was revered by the masses, treasured w ith  a ll 
those o ther m a rty rs  who live d  in  the cause of 
em ancipation.

Not Our Kind of Job!

S.P. TRIES TO SQUIRM OUT 
OF DISGRACEFUL STRIKE STAND

Under Rank and File Pressure, Workers 
Security Federation "Reconsiders" Decision

Threaten 
To Spread 
Strike in 
Auto Plant

{S pec ia l to the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
D E T R O IT , J u ly  13—As the 

s tr ike  of sk illed  w orkers  and 
m aintenance men tu rned in to  
its n in th  day, 11 General M o
tors d iv is ions in D e tro it, Pon
tiac , Saginaw and C leveland 
rem ained a t a s ta n d s till in  a ll 
die w ork and re too ling  on the 
new G .M . models.

S trike  votes have been taken 
in  the F ishe r Body, C hevro le t 
and B u ick  d iv is ions in  F lin t  
and in  the P ontiac M oto r p lan t 
in  P ontiac. A general s tr ike  
was also threatened by union 
spokesmen in the jobb ing  shops 
w ork ing  on G .M . parts .

The co rpora tion  has f in a lly  
acceded to enter negotiations 
w ith  the U .A .W .-C .I.O . under 
whose auspices the s tr ik e  is be
ing  conducted. Unless defin ite  
progress is made in  these nego
tia tions, a ll o ther G .M . p lants 
w ork ing  to m eet the new p ro 
duction schedules w il l  be closed 
down, union leaders declared.

H ide Behind M a rtin
W ith  the help o f governm ent 

m edia tors the co rpora tion  con
tinues to hide behind H om er 
M a r t in ’s fic tit io u s  organization 
to deny a renew al o f con tract 
and the im provem ents  dem and
ed by the on ly le g itim a te  rep 
resentative of the auto w orkers, 
the U .A .W .-C .I.O . S trike -b reak
er M a rtin  along w ith  his co r
rup tion -ridden  cronies of the 
A .F .L . b u ild ing  trades and 
F ra n k  X X  M a rte l have ordered 
th e ir men to w a lk  th rough the 
p icke t lines.

P ontiac has been the c ruc ib le  
of the strugg le . P icke t lines 
runn ing  in to  the thousands have 
fough t o ff scabs, local cops and 
State police. D oddering, senile 
G overnor D ickinson, fam ous 
fo r his “ P ipe-L ine to G od”  (and 
General M otors) has been hang
ing the th re a t o f a state police 
invasion  of P ontiac over the 
U.A.W . i f  the m ili ta n t p icke ting  
persists and gives lessons in  un
ion organization to M a r t in ’s 
goons and finks .

As sen tim en t runs h igh in 
Pontiac, i t  w il l  take  m uch m ore 
than state cops to smash the 
p icke t lines.

By e . r . m c k i n n e y
M o u rn fu lly  y ie ld ing  to the re 

fusa l of the rank  and f ile  to re 
tu rn  to w ork  on W .P.A. p ro j
ects, L loyd  L e ith , secre ta ry  of 
the W orkers S ecurity  Federa 
tion, has announced th a t the 
leadersh ip  of the federa tion  has 
"recons ide red ”  its  decision o r
dering  th e ir m em bers to scab 
on the W .P .A . s tr ike rs . W hile 
the leadership is s t i l l  in  fa vo r 
of the re tu rn  to w ork, L e ith  ad
m its  th a t they cou ldn ’t  get 
aw ay w ith  it .  The previous po
s ition , to re tu rn  to w ork , was 
reconsidered, says L e ith  “ be
cause of the pressure o f the 
m em bersh ip  w h ich  is d is tin c tly  
fo r continuance of the s tr ik e .”

W hile the N orm an Thom as 
S ocia lis t P a rty  leadersh ip  o f the 
new W orkers S ecurity  Federa 
tion  was a ttem p ting  to escape 
f io m  the w ra th  of its  own m em 
bership, and the d isg race fu l 
se ll-out w hich they had an

nounced to the c a p ita lis t press, 
the Socia lis t C all appeared w ith  
a piece by A r t  M cD ow ell. M c
D ow ell was w r it in g  about the 
fo rm a tion  of the W orkers Se
c u r ity  Federa tion  and brazenly 
announced th a t he and the S.P. 
“ are proud th a t Socialists 
could and did take a lm ost as 
g rea t a lead in  th is  new move 
as in  the once proud and p ro m 
is ing  W orkers A llia n c e ."  And 
w hat are M cD ow e ll and the 
S.P. proud of? He te lls  us in  h is 
a rt ic le  as fo llow s: “ the f i r s t  in  
its  dec la ra tion  o f p rinc ip les  
(W orkers S ecu rity  Federation) 
was a section b a rr in g  fro m  
m em bersh ip  or a ff il ia tio n  
“  ’any advocate o r supporte r of 
any brand of d ic ta to rsh ip  do
m estic o r fo re ig n .’ ”  “ Th is  was 
a im ed .”  says M cD ow e ll “ no t 
only a t S ta lin ite  Com m unists 
and Fasc is t C oughlin ites and 
th e ir i lk  bu t also a t a ll the pe tty  
C om m unist sects w ith  th e ir 
’one and o n ly ’ leaders ’ solu
tio n s .”

50,000 W PA Strikers Keep 
Minnesota Projects Closed

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
the m ost popu lar s tr ike  we 
have ever had in  M innesota.

L a s t F r id a y  and S aturday the 
s tr ik e  spread fro m  the T w in  
C ities and D u lu th  to the Iro n  
Range and to southern M inne
sota, m ak ing  the shutdown 
p ra c tic a lly  state-w ide.

The F edera l W orkers Section 
o f Loca l 544, a p a rt fro m  the 
wage-rate cu t issue, has enun
ciated a fou r-po in t p rog ram  
w hich i t  has ca lled  upon M in 
nesota congressm en and sena
tors to in troduce into Congress:

1. P rov ide  each able unem 
ployed w o rke r a decent job at 
union wages and hours.

2. G et funds fo r  th is  by 
tra n s fe rr in g  a ll w a r funds to 
the unem ployed.

3. Open the id le  facto ries , 
under union contro l, to produce 
consum er goods fo r the masses.

4. E nac t a tw e n ty -b illio n  dol
la r housing and pub lic  w orks 
program .

Team sters R efute  Roosevelt
The N orthw est O rgan ize r, o r

gan of the M inneapolis Team 
sters Jo in t C ouncil, com m ent
ing caus tica lly  on P resident 
Roosevelt’s assertion th a t only 
3% of the W .P .A . w orkers  were 
s tr ik in g , estim ated on J u ly  13 
tha t a t least 500,000 had jo ined 
the na tiona l s tr ike  a rm y.

The im portance  of the 
W .P.A. s tr ike  has com pelled 
us to o m it m any a rtic le s  on 
trade union a c tiv itie s  and on 
w orld  po litics . I t  is neverthe
less our hope th a t our fie ld  
correspondents, especially 
those whose con tribu tions 
iiave been squeezed out, w il l  
continue sending the m ate
r ia l in .

(Continued from Page It

simple one. The Constitution would be amended so that 
war could be declared by the United States government 
only through a direct vote o f the people, a direct popular 
referendum.

To an ordinary human being, this proposal seems most 
reasonable, modest and democratic. I t  is the people and 
all the people who must fight and suffer from war (they 
do not fight and suffer by representation). Should not the 
people themselves, then, decide whether a war is worth 
fighting and suffering for? The United States is supposed 
to be a democracy. What could be more democratic than 
to decide the most important o f all questions, the question 
of war, by a direct vote o f the people?

This is, indeed, what the people of the United States 
think. Authoritative surveys, such as the “ Gallup poll,”  
show that an overwhelming majority, two-thirds at the 
very least, favor the war referendum. In  a democracy, you 
would think that such a majority would get what it wants.

W hy not? What has happened to the war referendum 
proposal?

(Continued in next issue: “The Opposition to the Ludlow 
Referendum” )

S till P roud?
Now M cD ow e ll and the S.P. 

have som ething fu r th e r to  be 
proud of. They do not have to 
to stop a t being proud th a t they 
have fo rm ed  a mass organ iza
tion th a t excludes w orkers 
fro m  m em bersh ip  because of 
p o lit ic a l be lie f. They can be 
proud o f the scabbing and se ll
out ro ll of W aldron and Le ith , 
S.P. m em bers and lead ing o ff i
c ia ls  of th e ir W orkers S ecurity  
Federa tion . They can be 
“ p ro u d ”  of the fa c t th a t the 
ca p ita lis t press used the cow
ard ice , the s tu p id ity  and the no
s tr ike  o rde r of the leaders of 
the federa tion , to in it ia te  an a t
tem p t a t a na tiona l back-to- 
w o rk  m ovem ent among the 
W .P.A. s tr ike rs .

The m em bers of the W orkers 
S ecurity  Federa tion  have made 
a good beginning. They refused 
to re tu rn  to w ork . They w ill 
learn , however, th a t th is  does 
not com plete th e ir  task. They 
w il l  lea rn  th a t they cannot de
velop in to  a m ilita n t unem 
ployed organ iza tion  w ith  a lead
ersh ip  whose m ilita n c y  is  on ly 
in  the d irec tion  of scabbing and 
runn ing  to cover when a fig h t 
is in  progress.

Workers Swelter,
" Society"  Opens 
Swimming Pool

BOSTON, J u ly  7 — Fea 
tu red  on the society pages of 
loca l papers today are s to r
ies o f a new sw im m in g  pool 
opened by the exclusive 
Longwood C ricke t C lub. "A  
sw im m ing  and d iv in g  exh i
b ition  a ttrac ted  an enthusi
astic  g a lle ry . . . M any en
joyed tea on the veranda. . . 
la te r an o rchestra  p jayed 
for dancing . . .  a cool breeze 
blew across the tennis courts 
. . . M r. H e rbe rt B ra m w e ll 
Shaw played a game of ten
nis a fte r w a tch ing  the sw im 
m in g ” . The poor coupon 
c lip p e r!—he m ust have been 
exhausted. A t any ra te , we 
feel sure th a t the w orkers  
fro m  whose sweat M r. Shaw 
stole h is le isure  are no t a 
p a rt o f th a t “ enthusiastic 
g a lle ry ” .

Protests Hounding of 
S.W.P. Literature 
Salesmen by Police

P ro tes ting  the continued po
lice  hounding o f persons se lling  
lite ra tu re  fo r the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , E d w a rd  R. 
F ra n k , Loca l New Y o rk  organ
izer of the S .W .P ., on J u ly  13 
demanded th a t Po lice C om m is
sioner V a len tine  investigate  
these actions and p u t a stop to 
them . Comrade F ra n k ’s le tte r 
reads:
Com m issioner Valentine,
Police D epartm ent,
New Y o rk , N. Y .
D ear S ir:

On M ay 25th I  com m unicated 
w ith  M a yo r LaG uard ia , re 
questing th a t the Police D epa rt
m ent re fra in  fro m  a rres ting  
people who were se lling  lite ra 
tu re  fo r  the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty , w h ile  a t the same tim e  
a llow ing  fo llow ers  o f F a the r 
Coughlin to sell his magazine 
w ith o u t the s ligh tes t in te r fe r
ence fro m  you r D epartm ent.

I  was assured, by representa
tives of your depa rtm en t, th a t 
no d isc rim in a tio n  w ould be 
m ade aga inst people se lling  l i t 
e ra tu re  fo r the S ocia lis t W ork
ers P a rty , and th a t the c iv i l  
l ig h ts  o f our people w ould be 
respected. N evertheless, las t 
Monday, J u ly  10, 1939, two pe r
sons who were se lling  pam 
phlets fo r  the S ocia lis t W ork
ers P a rty  in  fro n t of M a c y ’s 
D epartm ent Store and who 
were standing side by side w ith  
three other people se lling  So
c ia l Justice, F a th e r Coughlin 's 
m agazine, were a rrested  and 
booked on charges of “ d iso rder
ly  conduct”  and “ v io la tin g  the 
anti-noise o rd inance .”  N o t a 
fin g e r was la id  on the vendors 
of Social Justice. On Tuesday, 
J u ly  11, 1939, another a rre s t 
was made under the same c i r 
cumstances and a t the same 
place.

D e libe ra te  P o licy
O bviously, these a rrests  are 

the re su lt o f a de libera te  po licy  
o i d is c rim in a tio n  aga inst the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  and in  
fa v o r of the fo llow ers  o f F a th e r 
Coughlin. I  do no t know how 
true  m ig h t be the assertion o f 
F a the r Coughlin th a t 5,000 of 
his fo llow ers  are m em bers o f 
various police departm ents, bu t 
in  v iew  o f the open d is c rim in a 
tion  aga inst the S ocia lis t W ork
ers P a rty  in  fa v o r o f F a th e r 
C oughlin 's fo llow ers in  these a r
rests, and the v io la tion  o f the 
c iv il  r igh ts  of our people, our 
a tto rney  has asked a postpone
m ent o f the case in vo lv in g  
Tuesday’s a rre s t u n til August, 
pending an inves tiga tion  in to

Flying Squadron 
Pulls St. Louis 
W.P.A Projects

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
ST. LO U IS , M o., J u ly  12—A 

fly in g  squadron of W .P .A . s t r ik 
ers cru ised th rough the E as t 
St. Louis area, pu llin g  m ore 
than 600 w orkers  o ff the job  to 
jo in  the m ilita n t s tr ike  m ove
m en t th a t has closed down 
W .P.A. operations 100 per cent. 
Even F red  G. A ustin , d is tr ic t 
W .P.A. a d m in is tra to r, was 
forced to a d m it th a t m ore than 
10,000 W .P.A. w orkers  have 
come out.

The m o to r ca ravan  v is ited  
one p ro je c t a fte r another, and 
despite the Roosevelt adm in is 
tra t io n ’s th re a t to hand out d is 
m issal notices to a ll W .P .A. 
w orkers who w ent on s tr ike , 
the p ickets were greeted enthu
s ia s tica lly  by w orkers  ready to 
s tr ik e  aga inst the new re lie f 
law .

A t Lake P a rk , E a s t St. Louis, 
Po lice C hief W a lte r V incent 
tr ie d  to stop the  m o to r ca ra 
van, bu t a m eeting held beyond 
the entrance to the p ro je c t suc
ceeded in  p u llin g  350 m en o ff 
th a t job.

M eanw hile , a t Scott F ie ld , 
a rm y  a ir  base near B e lle v ille , 
H I., where 650 m en ou t o f a 
fo rce  o f 800 are ou t on s tr ike , 
the s tr ik e rs ’ ranks stood solid.

Desperate a ttem pts  are be
ing  made by the W .P .A . au thor
itie s  to stam pede the w orkers 
in to  a back-to-w ork m ovem ent 
by spreading fake  reports  of 
w orkers re tu rn in g  to the job. 
S trike  leaders po in t to  the en
thus iastic  p icke t lines and the 
id le  p ro jec ts  in  the 10-county 
area as the best answer to 
the A d m in is tra tio n ’s phoney 
c la im s.

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL

the po licy  govern ing  these ar- 
les ts .

T h is  le tte r m e re ly  con firm s 
m y  conversation w ith  P a tro l
m an Boles concern ing th is  m a t
te r  and m y  request th a t an in 
ves tiga tion  be in itia te d .

F o r you r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , 
these cases w ere booked a t the 
M ag is tra tes C ourt of the Sec
ond D is tr ic t, 6th Avenue and 
103rd S tree t: Judge Thom as A . 
A u re lio  p resid ing .

T ru s tin g  th a t you w il l  m ake 
an im m ed ia te  and com plete  in 
vestiga tion  in to  th is  m a tte r, 
and a w a itin g  you r e a rly  re p ly , 
I  am ,

Y ours tru ly .
E D W A R D  R. F R A N K , 

O rgan izer,
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , 

Loca l New Y o rk

NEW CASTLE 
POLICE BEAT 
NEGRO WORKER

Defense Committee 
Is Formed as Wave of 
Police Terror Swells

( S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
N EW  C ASTLE, P a.—A  com - 

m ittee  fo r the defense o f Negro 
r ig h ts  has been set up here fo l
low ing a wave o f police te r ro r  
in s titu ted  aga inst Negro people 
by the loca l ad m in is tra tio n .

F o rm a tio n  o f the com m ittee  
fo llow ed the b ru ta l beating o f 
H enry  B e ll, W .P .A . w o rke r and 
a fo rm e r m em ber o f the U n ited  
M ine W orkers o f A m e rica  by 
s ix  w h ite  c ity  policem en sever
al days ago. B e ll is s t i l l  s u ffe r
ing  fro m  p a in fu l in ju rie s .

The com m ittee  is composed 
o f Negro and w h ite  m em bers 
representing  a num ber o f trade  
unions and o ther progressive 
organizations in  the c ity . I t  de
mands the a rre s t and prosecu
tion  o f the police c u lp rits  as 
w e ll as fu l l  recogn ition  and re 
spect fo r  the  c iv il  r ig h ts  o f the 
Negro people.

B e ll was res ting  in  h is home 
when he was s ta rtle d  by the 
unexpected entrance o f severa l 
policem en. F ifteen  m inutes la 
te r neighbors were shocked to 
hear cries of agony com ing 
fro m  B e ll ’s home as he was 
clubbed and b lack jacked  a t the 
hands o f the police.

B e ll was so bad ly  beaten th a t 
he had to be taken to the Ja m 
ison M e m o ria l H osp ita l where 
his wounds were trea ted . A fte r 
spending a n ig h t in  Jail he was 
discharged the nex t m orn ing  
w ith o u t a hearing . The unw ar
ranted a ttack  aroused w ide
spread ind igna tion  and the de
fense com m ittee  was o rgan 
ized.

Speakers at Puerto 
Rican Rally Flay 
Yankee Imperialism

N EW  Y O R K —B it te r ly  de
nouncing the reg im e o f Yankee 
Im p e ria lis m , and dem anding 
fie e d o m  fo r  th e ir  is land hom e
land, the New Y o rk  organ iza
tion  of the P uerto  R ican  N a 
tio n a lis t P a rty  ce lebrated on 
J u ly  7 the inaugura tion  o f its  
new executive board. B efore  a 
packed audience o f a n ti- im p e r
ia lis t m em bers of the la rge  P u
erto  R ican  colony o f th is  c ity , 
massed in  Lex ing ton  H a ll, 
speaker a fte r speaker flayed  
the "d e m o c ra t ic "  im p e ria lis t 
hypocrites in  W ashington, and 
rem inded the v e ry  sym pathe tic  
audience o f the m any m a rty rs  
who have fa lle n  in  the strugg le  
fo r  independence, heroes whose 
m a rty rd o m  was not in  va in .

The speakers w ere : Antonio 
R odriguez B e rrios , p resident of 
the N a tio n a lis t Jun ta  in  H a r
lem ; Lorenzo P ine iro  R ive ra , 
secre tary-genera l o f the U n ited  
States o rgan iza tion  o f the p a r
ty ; and G ilbe rto  Concepcion de 
G rac ia , p res iden t o f the U . S. 
organ iza tion . The s trugg le  
against im p e r ia lis t oppression, 
fo r  the freedom  o f Pedro A lb i- 
zu Campos and the o the r N a 
tiona lis ts  who are kep t in  A t
lan ta  P e n ite n tia ry  by the 
Roosevelt governm ent, and fo r  
im m ed ia te  independence was 
the keynote o f a ll three 
speeches as w e ll as o f the songs 
and rec ita tions  presented by 
Pedro Vargas and P a o lita  
Lopee.



4 SO CIALIST A P P E A L TU E S D A Y , JU LY  18, 1930

S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L
V o l m ,  No. 51______________________ Ju ly  18, 1939

P u b lis h e d  tw ic e  a  w e e k  by  the  
S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L ' P U B L IS H IN G  ASS'N. 

a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk , N . Y. 
Te lephone: A L g o n q u in  4-8547

S u b s c r ip tio n * : *2.00 per y e a r : *1.00 fo r  . l x  »>onth. r o r -  
• lE n : *1.08 pe r yea r, *1.60 fo r  s ix  m onths. B und le  o rd e r* . 
2 cen t* per copy in  the U n ited  S ta te s : 3 cen t* per copy in 
a l l  fo re ig n  countries. S ingle co p ie s : 3 cents.

B ro n x  and M a n h a tta n  sub scrip tion s  a re : *1.50 fo r  * lx  
m onths: **.0 0  fo r  one year.

“ Reentered as second class m a tte r  F e b ru a ry  18. 1»*». 
the post office a t N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .. under the A c t o f M aroh 
*. 1870."

E d ito r  :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N  

Associate E d it o r !  :
H A R O L D  R O B E R T S  F E L IX  M O R R O W

E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T  ^  JO S E P H  H A N S E N
Business U a n n a e r  :

S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A iob and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
«. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. Thirty-th irty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 

30-hour weekly m axim um  for all workers on 
all jobs.

5. Thirty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.
10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.

A tty. Gen. Murphy 
Invents Some Law

On the afternoon of Thursday, July 13, 
United States Attorney General Murphy called 
the Washington newspaper correspondents to 
his office and gave them a statement which was 
headlined throughout the nation as “ U. S. Out
laws W .P.A. Strikers.”

‘‘There must be no strike against the govern
ment o f the United States by any one, anywhere, 
at any time,”  said Murphy.

Then he showed his New Deal teeth: “ Those 
leaders who have moved to exploit the protests 
o f W .P .A. workers in violation of the federal 
statutes w ill be prosecuted.”

Federal D istrict Attorneys have been in
structed to keep a close watch on activities of 
W .P.A. strike leaders, said Murphy. He singled 
out Minneapolis and East St. Louis as two spots 
where “ evidence o f labor racketeering or crim
inal conspiracy against the nation’s relief pro
gram" may “ result in indictments.”

We don’t have to formulate an answer to 
Murphy and his chief, President Roosevelt, for 
whom, o f course, Murphy was speaking. (On 
Tuesday, July 11, Roosevelt showed his colors 
when he pointedly reminded newspaper reporters 
that “ he had made no objection to the new wage 
provision when he signed the Relief b ill.” — 
N. Y. Times, July 12).

The answer to these gentlemen has already 
been made, and made by an authoritative spokes
man for organized labor. We refer to Thomas 
Murray, President of the New York Building 
Trades Council o f the A .F.L., and to his biting 
reply to the threat now repeated by Murphy, 
but first made last Friday by the W .P.A. admin
istrator of New York, Colonel Somervell. Pres
ident Murray then said:

“ The demand of Colonel Somervell for the 
arrest and confinement in prison o f these men 
is at once a long step away from our cher
ished American democracy and a running 
broad jump in the direction of a dictatorship 
o f the Nazi-fascist type.

“ I t  is the most unspeakably shameful and 
vicious attack ever made on American work
ers in the entire history o f our country. The 
workers w ill not be intimidated one iota by 
his monstrous and utterly contemptible 
threat.”

M r. M urray is one hundred percent correct. 
These gentlemen who make these threats are—

'Utterly Contepmtible'
Murphy, as U. S. Attorney General, passes 

£or something o f an expert on the law. And 
presumably he pretends that he got his “ prin
ciples”  about this W .P.A. strike from the law. 
I f so, we would like to know :

Where did Murphy and Roosevelt get the 
idea that no one can strike against the govern
ment?

Where did Murphy and Roosevelt get the 
idea that m ilitant organizing o f the W .P.A. 
strike is “ evidence o f labor racketeering or 
crim inal conspiracy against the nation’s relief 
program” ?

While we’re at it, we can ask some other per
tinent questions:

What law gave Roosevelt, Murphy and H ar
rington the authority to dismiss striking W .P.A. 
workers after the fifth  day they were out on 
strike— not the fourth, sixth or first, but the 
fifth— is that in the law too?

What law gave Roosevelt & Co. the authority 
to refuse direct relief to W .P.A. strikers?

What law gave Roosevelt and his crowd the 
authority to send secret servicemen into Minne
apolis and East St. Louis— and for all we know, 
into every other strike area— where they act, of 
course, as strikebreakers?

The answer to all these questions is one and 
the same: T H E R E  IS NO L A W  T H A T  
G IVES R O O SEVELT - M U R P H Y  - H A R 
R IN G TO N  T H E  A U T H O R IT Y  TO  DO 
TH E S E  TH IN G S .

Attorney General Murphy has no more au
thority to call the W .P.A. strike illegal than he 
has to call any other strike illegal. He just did 
it in the hope o f getting away with it. lh a t is, 
he and Roosevelt hope that the strikers and 
their leaders w ill get scared and quit.

There’s no law that says that the most skilled 
craftsmen o f the nation must work for any 
wage the government chooses to give them. And 
if  there were such a law, it would be a law not 
deserving o f obedience, for to obey such a law 
would mean to surrender ourselves to slavery.

These weren’t the only threats Murphy made. 
In the same press interview, Murphy announced 
—maybe it was just a coincidence!— that he was 
conducting an investigation o f the “ unhealthy 
and scandalous”  conditions in the building 
trades, on a national scale, “ not by isolated in
dictments.”  He is going to clean up all con
spirators. “ whether they are contractors or labor 
leaders.”

How does Murphy know, before the investi
gation is concluded, that “ labor leaders”  are 
among the conspirators he is going to indict? 
The answer is that he doesn’t know, he is just 
making it up in an attempt to scare the building 
trades workers.

Pretty crude stuff! But it shows that the 
strikers have Roosevelt and Murphy plenty 
worried. I t  shows that the strike is effective. 
It shows that all the strikers have to do is to 
hold on, keep the strike going and spread it, and 
they w ill win their demands.

We think the most significant thing about 
Murphy’s threats is the way he singled out 
Minneapolis and East St. Louis for special 
mention.

W hy did he single these two places out? Be
cause in those places, more than any other places, 
the strike is also an—

Unskilled Workers’ 
Strike

In Minneapolis the Building Trades Council 
made a direct appeal to the unskilled workers to 
jo in  the building trades workers in the strike, 
and joined w ith the unskilled workers’ organi
zations in a Joint Action Committee to make 
the strike 100% effective.

In  Minneapolis the famous teamsters union, 
General Drivers Union Local 544, has for years 
sponsored a Federal Workers Section for 
W .P.A. workers and relief clients, and the rest 
o f the trade unions help finance the Federal 
Workers Section o f Local 544 and send their 
unemployed members to it for aid. As a result 
o f this close link between the unions and the 
unemployed, the Minneapolis W .P.A. workers 
and relief clients have had the power to wrest 
from the administration wages and relief budg
ets which constitute a beacon-light for the un
employed throughout the country.

The loud howls of rage from Murphy are 
eloquent testimony to the effectiveness o f the 
Minneapolis system of uniting the employed and 
unemployed, the skilled and the unskilled. The 
W.P.A. strike is more effective there than any
where else in the country.

What makes Murphy howl ought to be taken 
up by the unions everywhere.

Everywhere the unions ought to seek the 
unity o f employed and unemployed which has 
been achieved in Minneapolis and which has 
made the W .P.A. strike there so successful.

I f  every building trades union in the country 
followed the example o f the Minneapolis Build
ing Trades Council— the St. Paul building trades 
unions followed that example too— and directly 
appealed to the unskilled W .P.A. workers to 
jo in them in the strike, and helped to organize 
the unskilled and the relief clients as Local 544 
has done in Minneapolis, this strike would be 
absolutely assured o f success.

We repeat what we said in our issue of 
J uly 11 :

The unskilled laborers ate hungry for organ
ization, and the striking building trades unions 
have a responsibility toward them. The support 
o f the unskilled laborers is needed, not so much 
to tie up the projects, perhaps, but certainly in 
order to win the widespread sympathy without 
which the strike cannot win. I f  Congress can 
be forced to amend the W .P.A. laws so as to 
provide the prevailing wage rate, it can also be 
forced to amend the laws so as to provide better 
wages for the unskilled workers.

I f  the building trades unions understand the 
strategical needs o f a political strike, we are 
sure that they w ill come to understand the press
ing need o f linking their demands with those of 
the unskilled workers.

Meanwhile, more power to the s trike !

Tightening the Belt!

New Deal Strikebreaking Moves 
Fail to Crack W .P.A. Strike Lines
Akron

By P A U L  F IE L D IN G
(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
AKR O N , O.. J u ly  11—Thou

sands of fig h tin g  W .P .A . w o rk 
ers closed down 95 percent of 
a ll p ro jec ts  in  S um m it County 
today, and dem onstra ted in  
fro n t of the courthouse against 
the wage cuts.

They responded to the ca ll 
fo r a ha lf-day “ h o lid a y "  issued 
by the C .I.O ., using th is  only 
means they were g iven to p ro 
test. B u t they in te rp re ted  i t  in  
th e ir own w ay, w ith  m ilita n t 
s tr ike  action.

D e fy ing  u rgen t pleas of the 
S ta lin is t-con tro lled  W orkers A l
liance to re fra in  fro m  d ire c t 
action, rov ing  p icke t squads 
closed down p ra c tic a lly  a ll 
p ro jects.

O ver three thousand massed 
in  fro n t o f the courthouse. They 
were to ld  there by severa l S ta l
in is t and C .I.O. o ffic ia ls  to “ go 
back to w ork  tom orrow  and 
fo rge t a ll about the s tr ike , 
w e’ve had our p ro te s t.”

The few  tim id  references to 
the s tr ike  in  the speeches were 
greeted w ith  thunderous ap
plause, and a chorus of boos 
w ent up a t every m ention o f 
Congress. When A rno ld  John
son, state president of the 
W orkers A lliance , paused fo r 
applause a fte r p ra is ing  Roose
v e lt and the New D eal, he was 
m e t w ith  a stony silence.

The W .P .A . s tr ik e  called on 
J u ly  10 by the A .F .L . T r i-  
County B u ild in g  and Construc
tion  T rades C ouncil, to la s t 
“ u n til Congress passes some 
em ergency leg is la tion  to co r
re c t the s itu a tio n ,”  was scarce
ly  m entioned in  the speeches, 
although i t  is going strong, in 
vo lv in g  about 15,000. Instead 
the w orkers were to ld  to go to 
th e ir dentists and doctors (as i f  
they can a ffo rd  them ) and to 
the E lks  and Moose clubs, etc. 
fo r  s ignatures to resolutions to 
be sent to Congress.

B u t the m ilita n ts  on the p ro 
jects d rew  another lesson, a fte r 
they saw the w idespread re 
sponse to th e ir  s tr ike  action 
among W .P .A . w orkers . N ot by 
w r it in g  le tte rs  to th e ir  Con
gressmen, they rea lized, w il l  
they force the governm ent to 
change the S ta rva tion  Law .

The S ta lin is t leaders o f the 
W orkers A lliance  were o ve r
w helm ed w ith  the response to 
the dem onstra tion  ca ll, they 
adm itted  a t the courthouse 
m eeting. And they spared no 
words of w a rn ing  against fu r 
the r m ili ta n t action.

“ Go back to w ork. W e've had 
our pro test. Now i t ’s up to the 
T o ry  D em ocrats and R epub li
cans. R em ain on the job . Sup
p o rt the New D ea l,”  they shout
ed desperately.

F o llow ing  the dem onstra tion, 
the cr>( w en t up to fo rm  a mass 
p icke t line  in  fro n t o f the A kron 
D ry  Goods store where a s tr ike  
has been in  progress fo r  m ore 
than three m onths. A lm os t 500 
fo rm ed a g ian t chain p icke t 
line  in  fro n t o f the store. Police 
s ta rted  f la ilin g  th e ir  clubs to

break the line and f in a lly  got i t  
dispersed.

Th is  is not the la s t you ’l l  be 
hearing  fro m  the mass o f the 
A kron W .P.A. w o rke rs !

Detroit
(S pec ia l to the Socialist Appeal)
D E T R O IT . J u ly  11—A ccord 

ing to o ff ic ia l estim ates 28.000 
o f the 35,000 W .P .A . w orkers m 
th is  c ity  q u it th e ir  jobs today 
in a one-day s tr ike  aga inst the 
W oodrum Roosevelt s ta rva tion , 
w age-cutting b ill.  The s tr ike  
was ca lled by the W .P.A. a u x il
ia ry  of the U .A .W .-C .I.O . and 
endorsed by the bu ild ing  trades 
council o f the A .F .L . who pu lled 
th e ir m em bers o ff the construc
tion  jobs. The team sters union 
jo ined forces by re fus ing  to de
liv e r m a te ria l to the s truck  
pro jects.

10,000 W .P.A. w orkers, Negro 
and w hite , m arched fro m  th e ir 
p r o j e c t  in  dem onstra tion 
th rough W oodward Avenue, 
m ain  thoroughfare  of D e tro it to 
the C ity  H a ll. I t  was a m iita n t 
dem onstra tion. The men on the 
line were prepared to keep the 
p ro jects a t a s tands till u n til 
Congress could be forced to 
change its  reac tiona ry  m ind . 
B u t the union o ffic ia ls  had o r
dered the s tr ike  to be lim ite d  
to one day.

Cheer M ili ta n t Speeches
On the law n of the C ity  H a ll 

and on the steps of the H a ll and 
flow ing  over onto the streets of 
C ad illac Square, the thousands 
gathered and cheered w ild ly  
the speeches ca llin g  fo r  a fig h t 
to the fin ish  against the coolie 
conditions Congress is seeking 
to impose upon them . The ve ry  
m ention of the name of scab- 
herder M ayor R eading b rought 
lus ty  and prolonged jeers  fro m  
the w orkers. R eading had de
cla red  th a t those w orkers s tr ik 
ing  on W .P.A. would be denied 
re lie f. 10,000 dem onstra tors 
i oared th e ir  de te rm ina tion  to 
ba ttle  to the end against th is  
s ta rva tio n  p rog ram  and to see 
R eading sweeping up the leaves 
on the C ity  H a ll law n a fte r the 
nex t e lection before they would 
subm it.

I t  rem ained fo r  the be lly- 
c ra w lin g  representa tive  o f the 
W orkers A lliance  to th row  the 
dam p post-card b lanket on th is  
m ilita n t assemblage. H is en
tire  speech was devoted to a 
tira d e  against those who would 
d ire c t the opposition where it 
re a lly  belongs, aga inst Roose
v e lt and his Congress.

Opening Gun
The one-day p ro test s tr ike  

can on ly be conceived as the 
opening gun of the ba ttle  in  
M ich igan  aga inst the wage-cut 
and lay-o ff. W ith in  one-m onth, 
If congressional p lans are c a r
ried th rough  to th e ir  b itte r  
end, m ore than 27,000 W .P.A. 
w orkers in  th is  state are slated 
fo r the breadline.

M eanw hile , i t  is revealed in  
the loca l press th a t w h ile  wages 
of sk illed  and comm on labore rs  
are being reduced by the 130 
hour p rovis ion th a t out of a

to ta l of 581 ad m in is tra to rs , su
perv isors and p lum  p ickers  in  
top W .P.A. c lass ifica tions re 
ce iv ing  ye a rly  earnings over 
$1,200, 86 of them  are rece iv ing  
over $2,600 annua lly . Abner 
Larned, State A d m in is tra to r, 
rakes in an annual sa la ry  o f 
$7,000 and Lee E . F ishe r, his 
deputy, $5,200 per annum .

Flint
(Continued from  Page 1)

p ro test s tr ike  aga inst the Wood- 
rum -R oosevelt s ta rva tio n  law .

O ffic ia l figu res  estim ate  th a t 
3,600 out o f 4,000 W .P .A . w o rk 
ers q u it the d itches and the 
s tree t p ro jec ts  in  answer to the 
s tr ike  ca ll o f the C.I.O . Heated 
resentm ent to he wage-cuts and 
the layo ffs  reached a feve r 
p itch  and i t  is to be expected 
tha t unless the W hite House and 
C ap ita l H il l  gang change th e ir 
tune, W .P.A. w orkers in  F lin t  
w il l take m ore decisive and 
d ras tic  action in  the fu tu re .

The s tr ike  was c lim axed  in  a 
dem onstra tion num bering  m ore 
than 500 a t the old post o ffice . 
Charles Lew is, representative 
of F ishe r Body Loca l U .A .W ., 
Claude W orkm an, In te rn a tio n a l 
R epresentative fo r W .P .A. de
p a rtm en t o f the U .A .W . in  F lin t  
and K e rm it Johnson, outstand
ing s tr ike  and unemployed 
leader were the speakers. 
Wayne Adam s of the W orkers 
A lliance  was g rac ious ly  extend
ed a few  m inutes in  w hich he 
exto lled the v irtu e s  o f Roose
ve lt and the New D eal to an as
semblage of w orkers whose 
necks were s t i l l  ra w  a fte r the 
New D ea l’s axe blow.

The tone of the m eeting was 
set, however, by the m ilita n t 
speeches of Johnson and W ork
m an who to ld the m en the rea l 
score on the W ashington raw  
deal. The audience rang  w ith  
applause when K e rm it  Johnson 
declared: “ I f  p r iva te  indus try  
cannot operate the fac to ries  
and m ake w ork  fo r the unem 
ployed, the w orke rs  can and 
w il l  operate the fac to ries  th e m 
se lves."

The a u x ilia ry  is now launch
ing a d rive  to enro ll a ll W .P .A. 
w orkers in to  its  ranks

Philadelphia
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

the New D eal A d m in is tra tio n  
is ac ting  as a s tr ike -b reake r 
and should be trea ted  as such.

The S ta lin ized Pennsylvan ia  
W orkers A lliance  w ere com 
p le te ly  caught o ff th e ir guard. 
I t  took them  tw o days before 
they could issue a s ta tem ent 
saying they supported th is  
“ dem onstra tion .”

The s tra tegy  o f the A lliance  
is to get the w orke rs  to tu rn  
the s tr ike  in to  a one-day dem 
onstra tion , and then—go back 
to w ork.

The P h ilade lph ia  C .I.O . Coun
c il is un reserved ly supporting  
the s tr ike , announced C arl B er- 
s ing, president. “ We are 100% 
behind the' w a lko u t,”  he said.

I f  ever P res iden t Roosevelt s ta rts  an economy 
reg im e in  his own household and finds  h im se lf 
fo rced to do w ith o u t h is va le t, he w on ’t  have to 
w o rry  even then about hav ing  h is pants pressed, 
and above a ll, his boots licked  in to  a h igh  polish. 
W hoever has been fo llo w in g  the D a ily  W o rke r’s 
tre a tm e n t of the b u ild ing  trades w o rke rs ’ s tr ike  
on W .P .A . m ust by now be convinced th a t Roose
v e lt can get free  flunkey  serv ice  fro m  the ed itors 
of the C om m unist p a rty  sheet even when he dosn’t 
ask fo r it .

We do not w an t to deny th a t the S ta lin is ts  on 
the D a ily  W orker are  considerab ly em barrassed 
and in  an unenviable position. On the c o n tra ry , we 
g ra n t i t  read ily . H ere they have been try in g  to  sell 
an inc reas ing ly  d iscred ited  Roosevelt to  an in 
creas ing ly  d is illus ioned w o rk ing  class, p a in ting  up 
the P res ident as a stou t fr ie n d  of labor, and f ir s t  
c rack ou t o f the box, th e ir  T h ird -T e rm  Candidate 
comes out as a s tr ike -b reak ing  boss, no d iffe re n t 
a t bottom  fro m  Tom  G ird le r.

F o r th e ir  em barrassm ent, a s p ir it  o f to lerance, 
p ity  and understanding w ould n o rm a lly  be in d i
cated. B u t such fee lings ju s t n a tu ra lly  tu rn  sour 
even in  a m e rc ifu l m an when he reads how the 
D a ily  W orker im puden tly  seeks to e x tr ica te  its e lf 
fro m  its  own p red icam en t by shouting Stop T h ie f!

Playing Down the Reality
F irs t, the D a ily  W orker has been sys te m a tica lly  

p lay ing  down the s tr ike , w hich everybody else in 
the coun try  recognizes as one of the m ost im p o r
ta n t labor s trugg les in  recent t im e s : a s tr ike  led by 
conservative A .F .L . o ffic ia ls  “ aga inst the govern
m e n t”  w hich is supposed to be “ fr ie n d ly  to la b o r.”

The Wednesday, J u ly  12, issue o f the D a ily  W ork 
er is typ ica l. W hile  every o ther paper o f th a t date 
gave the W .P .A . s tr ik e  f i r s t  position, you had to 
look a ll over the fro n t page before you could find , 
in  obscure position a t the bottom , a colorless s to ry  
en titled  “ A .F .L . G roup V is its  C ap ita l On W .P.A. 
T a lk s .”  The S ta lin is ts  refuse to accept the idea 
o f w orkers s tr ik in g  aga inst a w age-cu tting  Roose
v e lt G overnm ent, and they hope to d ispel the idea 
by p la y in g  down the re a lity .

Second, the S ta lin is ts  have tr ie d  th e ir dam ndest 
to convey the im pression  th a t good old Roosevelt 
and the New D ealers are fr iends  o f the  s tr ike rs , 
enemies o f the W oodrum  S ta rva tion  B il l ,  and con
verse ly , th a t the s tr ik e  is in  no sense d irected 
aga inst Roosevelt—only aga inst the “ T o rie s .”

In  its  Thu rsday issue, i t  p r in ts  a ch a ra c te ris ti
c a lly  fou l s to ry  about the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the last 
issue of the Socia lis t Appeal and lea fle ts  o f the 
independent Unem ployed and P ro je c t W orkers 
Union to the s tr ik in g  w orkers  a t the N o rth  Beach 
A irp o rt.

“ U g ly  w ords came fro m  groups o f p ro je c t wosk- 
ers as they file d  out o f the a irp o r t gates and copffes 
o f the T ro tsky ite  sheet. S ocia lis t Appeal, were 
handed them . The paper ca rr ie d  a s to ry  bo ld ly 
headed ’P res ident R oose ve lL -s tr ike -b re a ke r.’

“ The paper was being d is tr ib u te d  by the same 
d is ru p tive  groups who a rranged the flopped m eet
ing.

“ R em arks were heard such as:
”  ‘Who are these ra ts ? ’

‘Th is  a in ’t  w ha t the s tr ik e rs  are saying, is  i t? ’
“  ‘They ta lk  like  the people who passed the 

b i l l . '  ”
Now. a p a rt fro m  the fa c t th a t the Socia lis t A p 

peal was excep tiona lly  w e ll rece ived by the w o rk 
ers invo lved , the im p o rta n t th ing  in  the D a ily  
W orker s to ry  is the obvious a tte m p t to c le a r Roose
v e lt fro m  a ll respons ib ility . I t  is  “ the people who 
passed the (W oodrum ) b i l l ”  who are alone respon
sib le, in  the words i t  invents fo r the m y th ic a l a ir 
p o rt w o rke r whom  the re po rte r never heard. 
Roosevelt, however, is O.K.

Keeping Silent on Roosevelt
B u t i f  the P res ident is  the sav io r and benefactor 

of the W .P .A . w orkers, i t  seems to us th a t the 
least the D a ily  W orker can do is  to quote h im . Yet 
th a t is p rec ise ly  w ha t the D a ily  W orker is stone 
s ile n t about. The sta tem ent fro m  the W hite House 
on the W .P.A. s tr ike  was p rin te d  in  every  New 
Y o rk  paper we were able to get hold o f, p ro m in e n t
ly  d isp layed by N ew D eal as w e ll as an ti-N ew  Deal 
organs—b u t no t one s ing le  sy llab le  o f even rem ote 
reference to i t  was contained in  the S ta lin is t paper.

Since i t  is th e o re tica lly  possible th a t i t  was o m it
ted fro m  the D a ily  W orker because its  space was 
too occupied by C olum nists A m te r, Begun and Cac- 
chione, le t us re fe r to the Roosevelt s ta tem ent 
here:

F ro m  a specia l W ashington d ispatch to the New 
Y o rk  T im es o f J u ly  12:

“ P resident Roosevelt insisted today th a t the A d 
m in is tra tio n  w ould a tte m p t to c a rry  out the se
c u r ity  p rov is ion  o f the new re lie f law  despite the 
w ork  stoppages in  va rious pa rts  o f the  coun try . . . .

“ M r. Roosevelt refused to ind ica te  w hether he 
would support the Congressional move to abandon 
the se cu rity  wage in  the new b il l  in  fa v o r o f res
to ra tio n  o f the p re va ilin g  ra te  o f wages, bu t he 
reca lled  th a t he had made no ob jection  to the  new 
wage p rovis ion  when he signed the ReUef b i l l . ”  
iO u r em phasis.)

Strikebreaker! Scab!
F ro m  page 1 of the same issue o f the T im es:
“ The re qu irem en t th a t a ll W .P .A . employes 

w ork 130 hours a m onth  fo r th e ir  se cu rity  wage, 
even though p rev ious ly  m any had w orked less than 
f i f t y  hours fo r  the same pay, was w ritte n  in to  the 
new F edera l R e lie f A c t a t the suggestion o f Colonel 
F . C. H a rrin g to n . N a tiona l W orks P ro jec ts  Com
m iss ione r”  (a Roosevelt appointee, of cou rse !).

In  sp ite  of the D a ily  W o rke r’s ind igna tion  a t our 
irreve rence  to the P resident, we are the re fo re  con
s tra ined  to repeat w ha t we w ro te  las t week—in  a 
w h isper o f course, and t im id ly :

P res ident Roosevelt— S trike -b re a ke r!
And: the C om m unist P a rty —Scab!

*  *  *

P s  —1Our la s t issue re fe rred  to the S ta lin is t- 
con tro lled  W orkers A lliance  ca ll fo r  a “ one-day 
stoppage,”  and labe lled  it ,  p rope rly , a bas ica lly  
scabby m easure. The D a ily  W orker now  in fo rm s 
us th a t the A lliance  is ca llin g  its  “ stoppage”  fo r 
J u ly  20— th a t is, m ore than two weeks a fte r the 
s tr ik e  was ca lled ! W hy J u ly  20? W hy not C h ris t
mas o r New Y e a r’s Eve? B y  th a t tim e  the S ta lin 
ists could be absolute ly  sure th a t the s tr ike  is over.


