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"Le t the People Vote on W a r!/' a new series 
of articles by James Burnham presenting the 
position of the Socialist Workers Party on the 
Ludlow Referendum and the figh t against war 
will begin in the next issue of the Socialist 
Appeal.

Roosevelt, who is pouring billions of dollars 
into the war machine, pretends to be a demo­
crat. Why then does he oppose a popular ex­
pression of opinion by those who will lose their 
lives when war comes? The Stalinists speak as 
"friends of peace." Why then do they, who 
support the administration's war moves, op­
pose a popular vote on war? Do you workers 
want to figh t in a war for boss profits? Do you 
workers want an opportunity to vote on the war 
that U. S. imperialists are now preparing? Why 
shouldn't you, whose lives are at stake, have 
that right? Read "Le t the People Vote on 
W ar!" Don't miss a single issue of the Appeal 
in which this vital series of articles will appear!

Labor-Haters Pour 
Money into Growing 
Coughlin Movement

By JOSEPH H ANSEN
That the increasing boldness of Father Coughlin's move­

ment in attacking meetings of workers and wrecking their 
headquarters is hearing fru it with a large dollar sign is 
clearly shown by a number of significant occurrences.

W ith in  the last month he has begun for the first time a
daily ra d io  p ro g ra m . 1Ic has' 
con tracted  w ith  a ra d io  sta ­
tio n  in D e tro it to  appear five  
tim es d a ily  w ith  a p ro g ra m  o f 
o rg a n  m usic, p raye r, an ' ‘ in ­
s p ira tio n a l"  ta lk  fo r  "s h u t- 
in s ,"  and a com m en ta ry  on 
the news events o f  the day in ­
te rp re ted  in the l ig h t o f  F a ­
tt ie r  C oughlin ’s sixteen p r in ­
cip les o f so-called "so c ia l ju s ­
tice  . ’ ’

Significant Expression
F a th e r Coughlin h im se lf com ­

ments in  his personal m aga­
zine on the s ign ificance of th is  
expansion. F ro m  one sta tion  ne 
now hopes to increase his ne t­
w ork  of d a ily  broadcasts across 
the en tire  coun try  just, as he 
increased his w eekly "go lden  
h o u r”  fro m  one sta tion  to a 
ne tw ork  of fo rty -e igh t.

The la test issue of Social 
Justice announces the w inne is  
of his $16,000 prize contest fo r 
essays on w ar. The contestants 
are scattered over eighteen 
states, centering  m a in ly  around 
R oyal Oak, M ich igan , bu t ex­
tend ing as fa r  as C a lifo rn ia .

W ith  the announcem ent of 
the w inners, Coughlin announc­
es also th a t besides the prize 
m oney d is tribu ted  in  th is  con­
test he has a lready g iven out 
a to ta l o f $27,460 in previous 
contests and th a t in the next 
issue of Social Justice he w ill 
open a new contest w ith  prizes 
am ounting to $6,500 w hich m ay 
be doubled to $13,000.

Demagogic Propaganda
The subjects on w hich the 

contestants were pe rm itted  to 
(Continued on Page 2)

MPLS. DRIVERS 
WIN GAINS IN 
NEW CONTRACTS

200 Employers Sign 
Renewals as Local 
544 Pushes Drive

(S pecia l to  the S o c ia lis t A ppea l)
M IN N E A P O L IS —Despite las t 

N ovem ber’s e lection o f Repub­
lican  G overnor Stassen and the 
recent re-election of R epub li­
can M ayor Leach, and w ork ing  
in the teeth of the v ic ious State 
Labor Law , General D rive rs  
Ln ion  Loca l 544 is succeeding 
in its  d rive  to renew w ork ing  
agreem ents th a t b ring  s ig n if i­
cant gains to thousands o f its  
m em bers. W ith  the season fo r 
con trac t renewals now on, L o ­
cal 544 has a lready secured 
agreem ents fro m  about 200 em ­
p loyers, covering several thous­
and w orkers.

In  a lm ost every case gains 
e ithe r in wages, hours or w o rk ­
ing conditions are recorded. 
Th is is p a rt ic u la r ly  s ig n ifica n t 
since 544 contracts have been 
fo r severa l years models fo r 
team sters locals elsewhere.

Renewals secured cover p ro ­
duce. p rin tin g . newspaper, 
drugs, coal, sausage, te n t and 
aw ning sections, the big Gam- 
ble-Skogmo o u tfit, and others.

Sailors Spike F.D.R. 
Order on Fink-Halls

Tie Up Two Ships on West Coast— Journal 
of Commerce Reveals Presidential Order

By C. THOMAS
The Sailors U nion of the 

P ac ific  has p u t the fin g e r on 
the L it t le  W hite F a the r at 
W ashington, D. C. And thereon, 
m y friends, hangs a ta le.

Two U. S. M a r it im e  C om m is­
sion ships, the S a ta rtia  and the 
Coldbrook, have been tied  up in  
Seattle fo r a num ber of weeks 
because the C om m ission re ­
fused to h ire  crews fro m  the 
union h ir in g  ha ll. The M a rit im e  
Com m ission was appointed by 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt and is 
responsible to the P resident.

The C ha irm an of the Com­
m ission, A d m ira l Land, was 
appointed over the ob jections 
of the seamen and o f the o r­
ganized labor m ovem ent. R e­
cen tly , one of the com m ission­
ers, T ru it t ,  a vigorous oppo­
nent of union h ir in g  ha lls , was 
reappointed by the President, 
again over the strenuous ob­
jections of organized labor.

President Ordered Finking
In  a recent a rt ic le  in  the

Journa l of Com m erce dealing 
w ith  the dispute in  Seattle, the 
fo llow ing sta tem ent appeared : 
"T he  Com m ission, accord ing to 
L. L . Bates, general m anager 
of the P a c ific  N o rthw est O r i­
enta l L ine , w h ich  has been en­
gaged as m anaging agent fo r 
the new service, is acting un­
der a presidential order . . . 
th a t em p loym ent o f crews 
through the sh ipp ing  com m is­
sioner is requ ired  by la w .”  In  
other words, the M a r it im e  
Com m ission is acting  under 
d ire c t orders fro m  Roosevelt to 
h ire  crews through fink -ha lls .

M eanw hile , the partisans of 
the " th ird  te rm  fo r R oosevelt”  
m ovem ent, among whom  the 
S ta lin is ts  are the m ost vo c ife r­
ous, have been te llin g  the sea­
men th a t Roosevelt was th e ir 
friend . I t  was the to ries, the 
economic roya lis ts , th a t were 
the m ain , nay, the on ly enemy. 
A t the recent convention of the 
C .P .-contro lled M a r it im e  Fed- 

(Continued on Page 3)

W .P .A . Construction Strike W ill
Force Congress to Change Law!

A.F.L.Raps 
New Deal 
Strike Stand

Meany Issues Sharp 
Attack on Threat by 
N. Y. Welfare Head

THE STATE OF 
THE NATION
The W orcester, Mass., T rade 

School has room  fo r 80 new 
students in its  m echan ica l de­
p a rtm e n t fo r its  com ing fa ll 
te rm . 900 app lications were 
filed .

• • •
In  New Y o rk , 6,500 men ap­

plied fo r c ity  jobs as auto en- 
ginem en paying $1,200 to $1,500. 
Several hundred men spent a ll 
n igh t outside the o ffice  of the 
M un ic ipa l C iv il Service Com­
m ission. 58 w il l  get appo in t­
ments.

Anti-War Convention 
Ends Spirited Sessions

N EW  YO R K —Winding up the Anti-W ar Convention of the 
Socialist Workers Party with a burst of enthusiasm, 76 delegates 
and 34 alternate delegates Wednesday morning headed for home 
in 33 different cities to put into action the many decisions of 
the convention.

Concluding four days of convention session, the delegates late 
Tuesday reached the final point on the agenda, the election of 
the new National Committee.

Envisaging the m ajor task of the party as preparation for 
the coming w ar, the delegates tied up each of various issues 

(Continued on Page 2)

Within a few hours of New  
York City W elfare Commis­
sioner W illiam  Hodson’s threat 
to refuse home relief to W .P.A. 
strikers, organized labor gave 
Ilodson more than he bar­
gained for.

Hodson’s threat appeared in 
the press Monday morning. By 
afternoon the A .F .L . Publicity 
Bureau had issued the text of 
a letter from George Meany, 
president of the New York  
State Federation of Labor. 
"Unspeakably Contemptible”

The le tte r was undoubtedly 
the sharpest a ttack  ever issued 
against a New D ea ler by the 
o ff ic ia l labor m ovem ent. "U n ­
speakably con tem p tib le ” —th a t 
was the State F ede ra tion ’s de­
sc rip tion  of the action of M ayor 
La G u a rd ia ’s lieutenant.

The B u ild in g  and C onstruc­
tion Trades Council o f G rea te r 
New Y o rk , Long Is land  and 
v ic in ity , in  the m eeting in 
w h ich  they voted to stop a ll 
w ork  on W .P.A. p ro jects  by 
th e ir m em bers, also seconded 
the State Federation le tte r to 
Hcdson.

P res ident Meany sa rdon ica l­
ly  to ld  Hodson th a t " i f  you had 
taken a l it t le  m ore tim e  to con­
s ider th is  m a tte r, you could 
have also flu e n tly  quoted to 
these good A m ericans the m u ­
n ic ip a l regu la tions against pub­
lic  begg ing .”

Hodson Gets I t
Then P resident M eany gave 

Hodson the w o rk s :
“ Your speedy action in tell­

ing these men that they can 
either take the monstrous scab 
wages now offered to them or 
else take themselves and their 
children away to some quiet 
place to starve is unspeakably 
contemptible.

“ The wage now given to la ­
bor by a breadline Congress is 
only one step rem oved fro m  

(Continued on Page 3)

Convention Adopts Program of Expansion 
In Organization Drive to Build the S. W . P.

The full text of the Program  of Expansion adopted by the 
Socialist Workers Party convention is as follows:

A party of the Leninist type, such as we aspire to build, 
is distinguished from reformist organizations and propa­
ganda sects in its organization methods as well as in its 
political principles.

The Leninist party is a combat organization that aims 
at the conquest o f power. I t  conducts its activity on the 
campaign principle. I t  is democratic in its internal life  
and centralized in action. It  coordinates organization work 
with the work of literary propaganda and agitation and 
implements political decisions by organizational measures. 
I t  constructs a strong apparatus, and it relies on the leader­
ship of a staff o f professional revolutionists in the center 
and in the field.

Proceeding from this Leninist concept of organization, 
and aiming at an expansion o f our activities by a forced 
march in the next period, as projected in the political reso­
lution, the convention sets before the party the following- 
program of expansion:
1. Press:

(a) On the proposal to publish, the Socialist Appeal 
three times a week: authority is given to the Na­
tional Committee to decide the frequency of issue.

(1)) Pamphlets: The publication o f at least six cheap, 
popular pamphlets on the following topics:
(1 ) “ Let the People Vote on W ar" ( already pre­

pared)
(2 ) “ Build Workers Defense Guards”
(3 ) “ A  Job for Every W orker"

(4 ) “ T h irty -th irty ”
(5 ) “ Expropriate the Sixty Families"
( 6) “ Labor and the 1940 Elections"

(c) Periodic issuing o f four-page leaflets on key slo­
gans for mass distribution nationally.

2. Staff:
(a) Increase the staff by the assignment o f twenty more 

full time organizers for field work and in the center.
(b) The object of extending the departmentalization of 

national work, under full-time direction as the Na­
tional Committee finds feasible.

( c ) Full-time functionary for the direction of national 
trade union work.

3. Conferences:
(a) Active workers conferences in Far West, Middle 

West, Ohio-Michigan, East.
4. Tours:

National and regional tours at intervals o f not more 
than two months.

5. Recruitment:
A systematically organized and centrally directed re­
cruiting campaign.

6. Finances:
Raise an Organization-Press Fund for $10,000 within 
three months to be equally divided between the organi­
zation work and the Socialist Appeal.
One-third of the $10,000 Fund is to be raised by the 
National Office. Two-thirds to be raised by quotas ac­
cepted by the Convention delegations.

New York Set for 
'Strike to Finish'

Strike Move by Building and Construction 
Trades Council Is Labor's Answer to the 
Roosevelt-Woodrum Starvation Bill

By TO N Y CHA PM AN
“ Strike to the finish’’— the words are those of Thomas 

Murray, President o f the Building and Construction Trades 
Council o f greater New York, Long Island and vicinity— 
that's the answer of organized labor to the Roosevelt-Wood- 
rtim W .P.A. Starvation Law which, enacted by Congress 
and signed by President Roosevelt, became a law on June 30 
and began to be enforced on the W .P.A. projects Wednes­
day morning.

Labor’s answer was speedily demonstrated. Hundreds o f 
thousands of construction workers throughout the country 
refused to report for work on Wednesday morning. Few

^  local unions in the country 
had as yet acted officially—I.L.G.W. LOCAL 

DISCUSSES 
DEFENSE GUARDS

Refer Proposal Sub 
miffed by M ilfon fo 
Infernafional G.E.B.

NEW  Y O R K —The E xecu tive  
Board of Loca l 66, In te rn a tio n ­
al Lad ies G a rm en t W orkers 
Union, devoted m ost of its  June 
22 session to considera tion  o f a 
proposal to support the fo rm a ­
tion of a contingent of A n ti- 
F asc is t Union G uards.

A t the conclusion of the d is ­
cussion. the E xecu tive  Board 
decided to tab le  the question 
fo r a week to p e rm it absent 
m em bers o f the Board an op­
po rtu n ity  to jo in  the discussion 
and m ake a f in a l decision.

A t the June 29 m eeting of the 
lo ca l’s E xecu tive  B oard , i t  was 
decided to re fe r the question to 
the General E xecu tive  B oard  of 
the In te rn a tio n a l, w h ich  meets 
in about e igh t weeks.

Milton Speaks
A t the June 22 m eeting the 

discussion was opened by H a r­
ry  M ilton , a m em ber of the lo ­
cal, who had p rev ious ly  sub­
m itted  a reso lu tion fo r the fo r ­
m ation  of union guards. In  u rg ­
ing  action by the union, M ilton  
pointed out th a t the Coughlin 
fasc is t paper, Social Justice, 
was able to boast th a t m ore 
than 5,000 m em bers of the New 
Y ork  police fo rce  were Cougli- 
lm ites. T h is  single fa c t alone 
indicates th a t the police in  th is  
coun try  w il l  ac t no d iffe re n tly  
fro m  those in G erm any and 
other European countries, who 
worked w ith  the fascis ts  in 
th e ir rise to power.

Board m em bers asked nu­
m erous questions, in  the d is­
cussion w hich fo llow ed. The 
p re va ilin g  sentim ent o f the 
Board was in fa vo r o f the p ro ­
posal. P resident F riedm an , 
known to be a sincere an ti-fas­
cist, stated however, th a t the 
proposition was so im p o rta n t 
tha t i t  should be a m a tte r fo r 
the E xecu tive  Board of the In ­
te rna tiona l to take up before 
the local should act.

Task Is Defensive
M ost of the Board m em bers ’ 

questions were concerned w ith  
c la r ify in g  the im m ed ia te  p u r­
poses o f the guards ’ ac tiv itie s . 
I t  was brought, out th a t the 
pressing prob lem  is one of de­
fend ing union ha lls , union 
m em bers, and other labor o r­
ganizations. fro m  onslaughts 
by the fasc is t gangsters.

"W e m ust not w a it u n til our 
own union is broken in to  and 
smashed by fasc is t gangs, as 
they w ill a ttem p t tom orrow  or 
the day a fte r, but to stop the 
fascists now, w herever they at- 

(Continued on Page 2)

tlie national A .F.L. leadership 
hadn't even put up a fight 
against the b ill when it was 
up in Congress— but the over­
whelming sentiment o f the 
labor movement was already 
clear when, Wednesday, the 
W .P.A. officials had to admit 
that project after project was 
closing down.

B u t Wednesday on ly began it. 
Thu rsday the unions began o f­
f ic ia lly  to move in to  the s tru g ­
gle. The m a jo r developm ent 
was the s tr ike  action  taken by 
the pow erfu l bu ild ing  trades 
council in New Y o rk , rep re ­
senting some 130,000 sk illed  
w orkers in  45 c ra fts  and 135 
A .F .L . locals.

A fte r the tw o-hour session of 
the council on T hu rsday a fte r­
noon had authorized the s tr ike

See page 4 for editorial on 
the strike of the W .P.A.
workers.

—covering  32,000 men, m ost of 
them  a lready  ou t — Thomas 
M u rra y , p resident o f the Coun­
c il to ld  the press in  his o ffice : 
"T h is  w ill be a s tr ike  to the 
fin is h .”

The o ff ic ia l au thoriza tion  of 
s tr ike  was p a rt ic u la r ly  s ig n if i­
cant since, a few  hours before 
tile  s tr ike  decision, Col. F . C., 
H a rrin g to n , na tiona l W .P.A. 
a d m in is tra to r, had w ire d  to 
New Y o rk  th a t a ll m en absent 
five  days fro m  pro jects  would 
be dropped fro m  the ro lls  and 
W illia m  Hodson, c ity  w e lfa re  
com m issioner, had declared 
th a t the s tr ike rs  would be re ­
fused home re lie f. In  the face 
of the action by H a rrin g to n  and 

(Continued on Page 4)

Circulate Petitions 
Against Reactionary 
Mass. Election Law

W ORCESTER, Mass. — A p ­
p ro x im a te ly  two m onths ago 
the M assachusetts State Leg is­
la tu re  passed a law  re q u irin g  
any candidate fo r  governor 
other than those of the tw o m a­
jo r parties  to co llec t 50,000 s ig ­
natures before his nam e w il l  be 
placed on the ba llo t.

Petitions are now being c ir ­
cu la ted to get s ignatures in  
p ro test aga inst the law . I f  15,- 
000 s ignatures are secured 
w ith in  three m onths o f the 
passing o f the law , the question 
is a u to m a tica lly  placed on Hie 
ba llo t fo r a re ferendum  and 
does not become la w  unless 
voted so on the re ferendum .

The petitions are being c ir ­
culated by the C iv il L ib e rtie s  
Union of Massachusetts, the 
C om m unist P a rty , the Socia lis t 
P a rty  and the S oc ia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty . The W orcester 
C .I.O. Council has passed a m o­
tion endorsing the pe titions 
w hich are now being c ircu la ted  
in the unions.



Men and Scenes at the National A nti-W ar Convention of the S.W.P.

Jobless Go Without Relief, 
Officials Get New Cars

Rebelling Against Scabby Tactics of W.A.A., 
Oakland Jobless Form Fighting Union

Anti-W ar Convention Ends 
W ith Spirited Action Program

Organization Discussion and Election of Na­
tional Committee Brings Sessions to Close

In the 
Labor
Unions

= By B. J. WIDICK
Spontaneous and. in  several 

cases, o ff ic ia lly  ca lled s trikes 
o f A .F .L . c ra ftsm en  on W .P.A. 
construction  p ro jects began 
th is  week in protest aga inst the 
destruction of the union scales 
under the new re lie f a p p ro p ri­
a tion m easure passed by Con­
gress .

In  the New Y o rk  area the 
s tr ikes  were so w idespread th a t 
Thom as M u rra y , p res ident of 
the B u ild in g  and Construction 
Council of G rea te r New Y o rk , 
has ca lled a m eeting of his o r­
ganization and says th a t o f f i­
c ia l s tr ik e  sanction is lik e ly .

M u rra y  estim ated th a t 90 per 
cent of the 32,283 sk illed  w o rk ­
ers on W .P.A. in  New Y o rk  
C ity  have stopped w ork.

Resent A.F.L. Policy
Resentm ent aga inst the re ­

duction in  wage ra tes is d ire c t­
ed no t only aga inst the Roose­
v e lt ad m in is tra tio n  bu t also— 
and th is  is ve ry  im p o rta n t— 
against the A .F .L . top leader­
ship in  W ashington fo r having  
a llowed Congress to delete the 
p re va ilin g  wage clause in  the 
re lie f app rop ria tion  measure.

U nder the present schedule, 
thousands o f w orkers  have been 
no tified  th a t they w il l  have to 
w ork  130 hours a m onth to get 
the same pay they have been 
getting , on a m on th ly  basis.

U nder the o ld rates paid on 
a union scale, c ra ftsm en  ob­
ta ined fro m  $1 to $2 an hour, 
and w orked m uch less than  130 
hours.

A  com parison o f the pay re ­
ceived before the reduction  on 
an hou rly  basis w ith  union 
scale of wages and the money 
to be earned under the new 
schedule shows th a t m ost 
sk illed  c ra ftsm en  w il l  get 60 
cents an hour less! And w ork 
m any hours m o re !

Facts and Figures
H ere is w ha t the New Y o rk  

cra ftsm en  got before:
N um b er H ours P ay

on per per
ro lls fiscal fo u r

M a y 31 period weeks
P la s te re r ......... 766 39 $78.00
Stone c u tte r  . . 221 4 2 S I.02
Stone se tte r . . 113 42 82.19
E le c tr ic ia n  . . . 1,514 42 84.00
P lu m b e r ......... 1.280 42 84.00
S te a m fltte r . . . 627 42 84.00
Asbestos w ’ke r 268 4 2 84.00
B r ic k la y e r  . . . 2,459 42 79.21
Stone mason . . 415 42 79.21
S tru c tu ra l iro n  

w o rk e r ......... 931 44 81.70
Sheet m e t  a 1 

w 'k e r  o r ro o fe r 92 2 46 85.10
G laz ie r ........... 197 4 8 79.20
R ig g e r ............. 172 4 8 79.20
T ile  la y e r  . . . . 316 48 81.02
M a rb le  c u tte r 

o r se tte r . . . 284 43 81.02
M e ta llic  l& th 'e r 1,090 48 84.00
D ock b u ild e r . 071 48 84.00
C om pressor jop- 

'to r  i p ’ tab le ) 1(2 48 84.00
C arpen te r . . . . 7,681 4* S i.75

By B IL L  M O RG AN
(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)

O A K LA N D . C al., Ju ly  1— 
Tw elve  thousand w orkers, 
m any of them  aged and b lind , 
are being fo rced to go ten days 
w ithou t the m iserab le  dole on 
w hich they depend fo r food be­
cause “ there are no fu n d s ", ac­
cord ing  to M r. George Janssen, 
C ha irm an of the A lam eda 
County Board o f Supervisors. 
The State R e lie f A d m in is tra ­
tion  has announced a “ su rp lus ”  
of $450,000 fo r the c u rre n t year 
w hich w il l  be spent fo r new au­
tom obiles fo r the use of re lie f 
o ffic ia ls . A t the same tim e , 
4,100 W .P.A. w orkers received 
d ism issa l notices.

C la im ing  th a t the county has 
no money fo r re lie f, M r. Jans­
sen urged th a t c re d it be ex­
tended to re lie f c lien ts "u n t i l  
such tim e  as funds are fo r th ­
co m in g " bu t since debts of re ­
lie f c lients are not recognized 
by the State R e lie f A d m in is tra ­
tion, loca l g rocery  and meat- 
stores have refused and con­
tinue to refuse the c re d it asked 
fo r by M r. Janssen.

P lan  Action
A lam eda County has 7,834 

aged. 479 b lind  and 2,500 needy 
dh ild ren  on its re lie f ro lls . O.th- 
er c lass ifica tions ra ise the to ta l 
to 12,000 accord ing  to o ff ic ia l 
reports. I f  there are no funds 
fo rthcom ing  w ith in  the next 
ten days the phys ica l condition 
of the w orkers w il l  be a danger 
to the en tire  com m un ity .

There are ind ica tions, how­
ever, th a t the w orkers o f A la ­
meda County are no t going to 
s ta rve  peacefu lly. Recent 
events in  the E lm h u rs t and 
West O akland sections have 
given rise to the fo rm a tio n  of 
a new, f ig h tin g  unem ployed 
and p ro je c t w orkers union de­
spite the fra n tic  e ffo rts  o f the 
scabby W orkers A lliance  and 
its  com pany union, S ta lin is t 
leadership.

Increas ing  unem ploym ent.

C em ent mason 1,786 49 85.75
O rn a m e n t'1 iron  

w o rke r ......... 84 0 49 85.75
P aver (b lo ck  & 

g ra n ite ) 180 52 SG.27
B luestone and 

g ra n ite  c u tte r 123 52 85.80
B la cksm ith 153 52 84.50
W ate-rp roo fe r & 

ta r  ro o fe r . . . 604 53 84.80
M a rb le  po lish e r 145 56 84.73
P a in te r ........... 2,593 56 84.00
B u rn e r .............. 108 56 78,40
W elder ........... 91 60 84.00
T im berm an  . . . 1,784 68 81.60
Pipe c a u lk e r. . 163 72 82.80
M echanic (a u to ) 190 SO 80.00

I t  can h a rd ly  be wondered 
th a t the A .F .L . m em bers are 
up in  a rm s over th is. W illia m  
Green, p resident of the A .F .L ., 
and o ther top leaders have a 
rea l exp lanation  to m ake fo r 
th e ir bad m is take  in  a llow ing  
the reduction  to go in to  e ffect 
w ithou t a serious fig h t.

constant s lash ing of W .P.A. 
ro lls  and sharp reductions in  
re lie f funds plus the ever deep­
ening reaction  in  C a lifo rn ia  has 
been accepted by the S ta lin is ts  
who see in  the m ise ry  of the 
w orkers a golden oppo rtun ity  
to c ra m  th e ir phoney line  down 
the th ro a t of an unsuspecting 
w ork ing  class. U sing the once 
pow erfu l W orkers A lliance  as a 
p o lit ic a l foo tba ll the S ta lin is ts  
have w recked a ll sem blance of 
m ilita n t o rgan iza tion  and 
m a in ta in  the A lliance  as a post­
card w rit in g  agency.

Face Workers’ Wrath
Now these S ta lin is ts  are fa c ­

ing  the w ra th  of an aroused and 
ind ignan t w o rk ing  class com ­
posed of Negro and w hite  w o rk ­
ers .of M exican and Ita lia n  
w orkers, o f men. women and 
youth of a ll sections o f the 
county.

W ith in  the A lliance  there is 
tu rm o il a t every m eeting. A t 
every  loca l m eeting there  are 
expulsions and “ t r ia ls " .  M any 
w orkers are vo ting  w ith  th e ir 
feet and the A lliance  grows 
sm a lle r week by week. And on 
lop of eve ry th ing , the Youth 
local o f the A lliance  recen tly  
drew  up and unanim ously 
adopted a m ilita n t an ti-w a r 
p rog ram  w hich  demands jobs 
lo r  youth a t trade  union wages 
end th a t a ll w a r funds be used 
fo r  the unem ployed. The b u r­
eaucrats are now_ “ in ves tiga t­
in g "  the Youth.

Name-Calling Futile
The use o f in tim id a tio n  and 

nam e-ca lling  is the S ta lin is ts ’ 
only defense. The youth who 
w ant to f ig h t aga inst boss w ar 
are ca lled agents of T ro tsky  
and, as one m em ber o f the 
Y outh Loca l rem arked  when 
th is  charge was made a t a 
m eeting, “ I f  T ro tsky  and the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l agree 
w ith  us w hy should we rem a in  
here w ith  these p ie-card a r t­
is ts ! ”

The w orkers who w ant to 
conduct a s trugg le  fo r th e ir 
r ig h t to  live , to eat, to  have de­
cent homes and to get jobs at 
decent wages and who dare to 
expose the re ac tiona ry  line  of 
the S ta lin is ts  in  the A lliance  
are ca lled agents of the Cham ­
ber of Com m erce and the As­
sociated F a rm e rs  by the fin ks  
in  the A lliance  who hope to con­
fuse and confound the w orkers 
of O akland. B u t the nam e-ca ll­
ing cam paign is no t producing 
the desired resu lts  because 
now the w orkers  are asking 
them selves, "J u s t who are the 
agents o f the Cham ber of Com­
m erce and „  the Associated 
F a rm e rs  — those who w an t to 
fig h t fo r  jobs and homes or 
those who are try in g  to keep us

COUGHLINITES 
GROW, ARE 
WELL FINANCED

(Continued from Page 1)
w rite  in  the $16,000 contest 
which has ju s t ended reveal 
ve ry  c le a rly  the dem agogic 
cha rac te r of F a the r Coughlin 's 
propaganda. A lthough m any 
quotations fro m  F a the r Cough­
l in ’s speeches and w ritin g s  can 
be g iven to show th a t he favors  
the bu ild ing  of a m ig h ty  cap i­
ta lis t navy and a rm y  in the 
U n ited  States, the subjects fo r 
the contest were as fo llow s: 
“ How to Keep A m erica  O ut of 
W a r,”  (adu lt section) “ Fore ign  
E ntang lem ents Lead to W a r,”  
(T w e lfth  Grade) “ The Cost of 
W a r"  (E leven th  G rade), “ O f­
fensive W ars Settle N o th ing ”  
(Tenth G rade), “ O ffensive W ar 
W ill H u rt A m erica  (N in th  
G rade ), “ I  D on’t  W ant W a r”  
'E ig h th  G rade), “ M others 
D on’t  W ant W a r"  (Seventh 
G rade), “ Daddies Shouldn’t  
Have to Go to W a r”  (F ifth  and 
S ixth  G rades).

Through these slogans Cough­
lin  hopes to cap ita lize  on the 
w idespread and com ple te ly  ju s ­
tifie d  an ti-w a r sentim ent o f the 
A m erican  people. B u t previous 
statem ents by Coughlin in  fa ­
vor of the w ar m achine, the 
fa c t th a t he was one o f the key 
men in  p u ttin g  Roosevelt’s W ar 
Deal in to  pow er shows th a t he 
w il l  be among the f ir s t  when 
w ar breaks to pound the drum s 
of p a tr io tis m  w hich w il l  d ra ­
goon m illio n s  o f Am ericans in to  
the com ing slaughter.

M ilk s  the Poor
W hile the m a in  sources of 

C oughlin ’s huge incom e have 
never been revealed—A m e ri­
ca ’s colossally r ic h  S ix ty  F a m i­
lies stand like  a s in is te r shad­
ow in  the background—F a the r 
Coughlin overlooks no possib il­
i ty  to m ilk  the poor. On page 19 
of the J u ly  3 issue of Social i 
Justice he p ro jects  a lu r id  p ic ­
tu re  of A m erica  in  1945.

“ Six bishops, three Catho­
lic and three Protestant, were 
executed yesterday morning 
in the basement of Tombs 
prison. Thousands of priests, 
ministers and nuns are in 
concentration camps . . . or­
ders have been issued at 
Comintern headquarters that 
persons displaying pictures 
of George Washington or 
otherwise paying homage to 
this bourgeois individual w ill 
be shot without tr ia l.”
Th is , says F a the r Coughlin, 

is a p ic tu re  o f A m erica  under 
C om m unism , and i f  his readers 
would “ save”  A m erica  fro m  
th is  Red p e ril they m ust im ­
m ed ia te ly  send in  th e ir  c o n tr i­
butions of $1, $2,-$3, $5, o r any­
th ing  h igher.

Anti-Jewish Campaign
F a th e r C oughlin ’s cam paign 

against the Jews continues un- 
d im in lshed. “ I f  the Jew ish boy-

lContinued from Page I i
under discussion w ith  the w ar 
prob lem . R ea liz ing  th a t the 
tempo of w o rk  m ust be in ­
creased, c r it ic a l of the p a r ty ’s 
fa ilu re  to grow  as fa s t as i t  
should have grow n, the conven­
tion  decided to conve rt the 
p a rty  in to a cam paign pa rty  
w hich pushing bo ld ly  and v ig ­
orously ahead on the various 
problem s o f the labor m ove­
m ent w il l  bu ild  the p a rty  in to 
a m ovem ent of t ru ly  mass p ro ­
portions.

Item s Discussed
As reported  in  the la s t issue 

of the Appeal, the f i r s t  item s 
taken up and decided by the 
convention were the m a in  po­
lit ic a l resolution on the P e r­
spectives of U n ited  States Im ­
p e ria lism  and the prospects of 
the p a rty , the p repa ra tion  of 
the p a rty  fo r the com ing w ar, 
the grow th  of fasc ism , the f ig h t 
aga inst it, and the W orkers De­
fense G uard , and the Negro 
question (see page 3 fo r  the res­
o lu tion on Negro w o rk ).

F o llow ing  the disposition of 
(he above points, the conven-

co tt succeeds,”  he c la im s. 
“ G erm ans w il l  be fo rced to go 
to w a r to p reven t th e ir eco­
nom ic ann ih ila tion  . . . m ean­
w h ile  the boycott continues its  
d isastrous e ffec t in  the U nited 
States. W atch m illio n s  of bales 
of cotton ro t in  Southern w a re ­
houses. A m erican  fa rm e rs  have 
to p low  under o r destroy th e ir 
food su rp luses" (page 5). W ith  
th is  a rgum ent Coughlin blames 
the te rr ib le  w an t w h ich  exists 
in  the m id s t o f p len ty  in  A m e r­
ica no t on the c a p ita lis t system , 
the system  of tu rn in g  over the 
w ealth  of the nation to a m ise r­
able handfu l of stockholders— 
the S ix ty  F a m ilie s— but on the 
Jews. Despite the fa c t th a t he 
alleges he is no t an ti-S em itic  
and th a t he a ttacks on ly non­
re lig ious Jews, C oughlin does 
not make even th is  d is tinc tion  
in his Jew -ba iting .

On the same page w hich c a r­
ries his Jew -ba iting , Coughlin 
lashes v ic ious ly  aga inst the la ­
bor m ovem ent, a ttack ing  the 
C .I.O. and its  r ig h t to s tr ike .

In  C oughlin ’s plan to estab­
lish  fascism  in A m erica—by 
any name, even "S oc ia l Jus­
tic e ” —the Jews w il l  be on ly the 
f i r s t  to dangle fro m  his noose. 
The nex t on the l is t  w il l be 
whoever belongs to a trade 
union.

Coughlin 's m ovem ent is g row ­
ing. and g row ing dangerously. 
I f  i t  is to be stopped i t  m ust be 
stopped NOW. And the only 
w ay to stop i t  is by o rgan iz ing  
labo r defense guards in  every 
union local in  the coun try .

tion discussed the s itua tion  of 
the unem ployed, the p a rty  
press, the p rog ram  o f action 
(p rin ted  on page 1) and the 
tasks o f the com ing period. 
Several item s were u n fo rtun ­
a te ly  not taken up by the con­
vention  because of the am ount 
of tim e  given to the o ther points 
on the agenda, no tab ly the p ro ­
g ram  o f action. These were re ­
fe rred  to the new N ational 
C om m ittee fo r the e laboration 
of spec ific  p rogram s on each 
point.

Organization Work
In  the discussion o f the p ro ­

g ram  of action the desire o f the 
m em bers to m ake of the p a rty  
a cam paign p a rty  w hich w ill 
d raw  the masses into the o rb it 
of its  w ork was especia lly  m an­
ifested. E ig h t hours of solid d is ­
cussion were devoted to the o r ­
ganization reso lu tion—the f ir s t  
tim e  in  its  h is to ry  the p a rty  has 
devoted so m uch tim e  to w ha t 
is essentia lly  the key to the 
p a r ty ’s success. In  the course 
of the discussion, the p a r ty ’s 
weaknesses came in  fo r  con­
siderab le  c r it ic is m .

In  the creden tia ls  repo rt 
w hich w il l  be p rin ted  in the 
com ing issue in  tabu la ted  fo rm , 
i t  was pointed out th a t the 
p a rty  is a young p a rty . The 
average age of the delegates 
was 28 years. Y e t the grea te r 
p a rt of the delegates had years 
and years of experience in the 
trade  union and p o lit ica l m ove­
ment behind them . And m ost 
s ig n ifica n t, the g rea te r p a rt of 
the delegates were experienced 
trade unionists.

These delegates who len t the 
youth and v igo r o f th e ir ideas 
to the convention problem s are 
now on th e ir  w ay back to C a li­
fo rn ia , D e tro it, M inneapolis, 
e tc., to pu t th e ir v ita l ity ,  s p ir it ,  
enthusiasm , and energy to the 
execution o f the convention de­
cisions.

They c a rry  the message of 
revo lu tiona ry  socia lism . In  the 
ba ttle  fo r the em ancipa tion  of 
m ankind  they w ie ld  the m ig h t 
of M a rx ism . In  the day to day 
strugg les of the masses they 
c a rry  w ith  them  the in te ll i­
gence of re vo lu tiona ry  po litics. 
An inv inc ib le  a rm y  of p ro le ­
ta r ia n  revo lu tion  they m arch  
fo rw a rd .

Long live the Socialist Work­
ers Party! Long live the Fourth 
International! Forward to So­
cialist Victory!

At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

PRESS R EPO R T AT P A R TY  
C O N VEN TIO N :

One of the m ost constructive  
aspects of our Convention was 
the Press R eport g iven by com ­
rade Abern and the discussion 
th a t fo llowed.

P ra c tic a lly  every  delegate 
who was in  any w ay connected 
w ith  d is tr ib u tio n  and hand ling  
of our lite ra tu re  spoke on the 
various problem s he faces. 
M any va luable  experiences and 
h in ts as to the best methods o f 
se lling  the Appeal and New 
International were g iven.

In  the nex t few  months i t  is 
the in ten tion  o f our N a tiona l 
O ffice— a fte r c a rry in g  through 
ce rta in  cen tra liza tion  and re ­
organization steps—to devote a 
m a jo r portion  of its  tim e  to the 
prob lem  o f o rgan iz ing  a broad­
er d is tr ib u tio n  on a m ore dy­
nam ic  basis. Old, careless 
methods must give way to the 
stream-lined methods of our 
Campaign Party!

We also w an t to thank those 
delegates who, as branch l i te r ­
a ture  agents, came up to the 
Appeal business o ffice  fo r a re ­
p o rt and a ta lk  on th e ir p rob ­
lems. A ll in  a ll, i t  was h igh ly  
w orth  w hile.
O AKLAND BRANCH GETS  
DOWN TO WORK!

w hich a special speaker w il l  
take up a co llection  fo r  the 
paper.

"T h e  branch now sells the 
Appeal at union m eetings and 
does house-to-house canvassing. 
I t  w il l  be on ly a m a tte r o f tim e  
before we w il l  be in  a position 
to double our present bundle. 
System atic  w o rk  shows g rea t 
im p rovem en t and we now sell 
a ll our papers. When the 3-a- 
week Appeal comes through 
you can count on O akland do­
ing  its  share—and then so m e !”  
— B il l  M organ, O akland organ­
izer.

* « *
The subscrip tion  l is t slowed 

up s lig h tly  th is past week be­
cause of Convention a c tiv ity . 
B u t New Y o rk  em erged out of 
its  te m p o ra ry  s lum p and heads 
the lis t. H ere 's  the new subs
obtained th is  past week:

N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y  ........ 11
Chicago 8
Massachusetts .......... 7
M inneapo lis  .....................  4
Los Angeles .....................  2
N ew ark  ...........................  1
W ashington, D. C ...........  1
D e tro it ...............................  1
Rochester .........................  1
St. L o u is ...........................  1
P ennsylvan ia  1

“ Enclosed find  a paym ent of 
$5.51 on our account. We expect 
to be com ple te ly  paid up by 
Ju ly  15 and on Ju ly  21 we are ; 
having  a mass m eeting a t I

T o t a l ............................. 38
W ashington. D. C. has in ­

creased its bundle order by 4 
j per issue and has an add itiona l 
I l ite ra tu re  agent in  Comrade N.

SHOE WORKERS 
OUT ON STRIKE

W ORCESTER, Mass.—E ig h t 
cu tle rs  and one hundred s titc h ­
ers w ork ing  fo r the N ationa l 
Shoe M a n u fac tu ring  Co. w hich 
em ploys about 300 w orkers, 
have been out on s tr ike  fo r  a 
week, dem anding the re tu rn  of 
a 10% cu t w hich they received 
a year ago.

There is no union at the 
p lan t. An independent union 
'w ith  the repu ta tion  of being a 
com pany un ion), the A .F .L . 
and the U nited Shoe W orkers 
of A m erica  (C .I.O .) have a ll 
tr ie d  to contact the w orkers. 
The C.I.O . union has made 
some h e a d w a y  w ith  about 
tw en ty  w orkers s ign ing  up. The 
w orkers w ould have noth ing  to 
do w ith  the o ther unions.

Important Notice
“A M E R IC A ’S 60 F A M IL IE S ” 

by Ferdinand Lundberg
now ava ilab le  a t S1.49 

A book th a t reveals who 
re a lly  contro ls  A m erica  and 
how they keep th e ir power. 
No re vo lu tiona ry  a g ita to r 
should be w ithou t a copy. 

LABOR BOOKSHOP  
116 University Place 

New York City 
(Add 3c per book postage)

I.L.G.W. LOCAL 
DISCUSSES FORMING 
DEFENSE GUARDS

(Continued from Page 1)
tem p t to deprive any w o rke r o r 
w o rke rs ’ o rganization of its  
cons titu tiona l r ig h ts ,”  M ilton  
expla ined. “ The C oughlin gang­
sters have a lready broken in to  
a w o rke rs ’ headquarters — the 
Debs Labo r School — and have 
succeeded in  breaking  up nu­
m erous m eetings of labo r o r­
ganizations in  the c ity . L a s t 
week they tr ie d  to break up an 
A m erican  Labo r P a rty  m eeting 
where M ichae l Q u ill, p res ident 
o f the T ra n sp o rt W orkers 
U nion, was the speaker; fo r ­
tuna te ly  the tra n sp o rt w orkers  
were prepared.

“ O rganized labor in  New 
Y o rk  has a m em bersh ip  of 
m ore than a m illio n . Together 
w ith  other w o rke rs ' o rgan iza­
tions and the an ti-fasc is ts  in  
the general popula tion, i t  
would be a c inch  to organize 
50,000 an ti-fasc is t labor guards, 
i f  the labor unions get behind 
the id e a .”

Subscribe to The 
New International



By Dwight Macdonald-

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
F o r fo u r days I  have spent most of m y w ak­

ing  hours—and a few  of the sleeping hours 
as w e ll: —at Irv in g  P laza lis ten ing  in on the 
second nationa l convention of the S ocia list 
W orkers P a rty . A lthough I  am  not a m em ber 
o f the S.W .P., as a regu la r co n tr ibu to r to the 
Appeal. I  was inv ited  to s it in  on the sessions. 
I t  was an en ligh ten ing , and hearten ing, ex­
perience.

F ro m  the convention I  ca rr ie d  away ch ie fly  
an im pression  of youth—the average age of 
the delegates was announced as tw enty-e igh t 
and a h a lf years—and seriousness. Th is was 
no convention o f m iddle-aged ca fe te ria -tab le  
M a rx is ts , s p lit tin g  fine  points of d ia lectics  over 
the coffee cups. In  fac t, the convention seemed 
to ind ica te  tha t the S.W.P. has s truck  its  roots 
fa r  deeper in to the A m erican  w ork ing  class 
than I  had supposed. These were fo r the m ost 
p a rt w o rk ing  class leaders—in steel, in  auto, 
in  rubber, in  the m a r it im e  fie ld , among the 
unem ployed. There were also, of course, a 
num ber of m idd le-class delegates as w e ll— 
teachers, jou rna lis ts , even an accountant or 
two.

B u t w hatever th e ir class o rig in , the dele­
gates a ll quite c le a rly  took w ith  the u tm ost 
seriousness the sharpening c ris is  of A m erican  
ca p ita lism  and the im m in e n t th re a t of w ar. 
The high po in t of the convention, in  m any 
ways, was Cannon’s b r i l l ia n t speech on the 
w a r question, and the discussion fro m  the floo r 
th a t fo llow ed it.

The convention revo lved around a cen tra l 
ax is : the prob lem  of changing the S.W.P. fro m  
a propaganda-discussion sect in to  a mass p a r­
ty , how to tu rn  the p a r ty ’s face tow ard  the 
masses. The leve l of the discussion was ex­
tre m e ly  high, and a g rea t m any exce llen t sug­
gestions and illu m in a tin g  b its of data came 
fro m  the delegates’ com m ents. So fa r  as I  
could see, the sessions were conducted in  com ­
p le te ly  dem ocra tic  fashion. I  was p a rt ic u la r ly  
in terested in the discussion on the press, w ith  
its  constant ham m ering  on the po in t th a t the 
Appeal m ust be w ritte n  in  s im p le r language, 
th a t its  a rtic les  m ust be shorte r, m ore con­
crete . and tha t i t  m ust be changed fro m  a 
jo u rn a l of com m ent in to  w hat B u rnham  called 
“ a cam paign pa p e r’ ’ , concen tra ting  its  f ire  on 
ce rta in  de fin ite  ob jectives. M uch the best sug­
gestion seemed to me to be th a t there should 
be m ore le tte rs  and news stories fro m  w o rk ­
ers in  the fie ld , and less jo u rn a lis tic  com m ent 
w ritte n  in  the e d ito ria l o ffice . The respons ib il­
i ty  fo r the lack of o r ig in a l m a te ria l fro m  the 
fie ld  is hard  to place. The Appeal s ta ff pointed 
out th a t th e ir correspondents out of New Y o rk  
ju s t d id n ’t w rite  in  usable s tu ff, w h ile , on the 
o ther hand, comrades fro m  Chicago and fro m  
St. Paul charged th a t the Appeal had fa iled  to 
p r in t w ha t they had sent in. W hatever the rea­
sons, the lack of firs t-hand  stories fro m  the 
fie ld  is the g la rin g  weakness o f the Appeal 
today.

Two Dangers
The convention illu s tra te d  p re tty  w e ll the 

two g rea t dangers in  th is  tra n s fo rm a tio n  of 
the S.W.P. in to a mass p a rty . On the one hand, 
there are s t i l l  some bad hangovers fro m  the 
old propaganda-sect days, no t so much in  the 
rank  and file  as in  the top leadership. The ses­
sions, fo r exam ple, a ll began fro m  fo rty -f iv e  
m inutes to a lm ost two hours la te. On Tuesday, 
the la s t day .when m any ex trem e ly  im p o rta n t 
item s on the agenda had not ye t been taken up, 
the session, scheduled fo r ten a .m ., did not 
begin u n til ten m inutes to tw elve. As a resu lt, 
the unem ploym ent discussion was cu t so short, 
as to be of lit t le  va lue, and the convention 
never did get around to several im p o rta n t 
item s on the agenda. There was not the s lig h t­
est reason, except sloppy m anagem ent, th a t 
the re p o rt on unem ploym ent could no t have 
been presented as scheduled a t ten.

I  am  to ld th a t a t the la s t convention, in  
Chicago, meetings began p ro m p tly  on tim e . 
The atm osphere of New Y o rk  doesn't seem to 
dem oralize the bourgeoisie—so fa r  as I  know, 
banks open p ro m p tly  a t nine and close 
p ro m p tly  a t three, and d ire c to rs ’ m eetings be­
gin on the dot—bu t i t  has a te rr ib le  e ffec t on 
the leaders of the S.W.P.

In  the old days, p u n c tu a lity  was a m inor 
v ir tu e : i t  d id n ’t  m ake m uch d iffe rence w heth­
er an a ll-day  discussion on the na ture  of the 
Soviet state began on the m inute  or not. B u t 
in an active  mass p a rty , p u n c tu a lity  is a m in i­
m um  requ irem ent. How can people m ake a 
revo lu tion  who can ’t  even m ake an appo in t­
ment?

The other danger comes fro m  ju s t the oppo­
site qua rte r. I f  the top leadership is, under­
standab ly enough, not ye t free  of the a ttitudes 
of the old discussion-group days, the new rank- 
and-file  is open to another disease. I t  was ex­
pressed in m ore than one contem ptuous a llu ­
sion to "p e tty  bourgeois in te lle c tua ls ” . I t  also 
came out in  a tendency to set. the rest o f the 
coun try  in  opposition to New Y o rk  C ity—a 
false and fa ta l antagonism . Several speakers 
seemed to th ink  of New Y o rk  as a nest of s te r­
ile , iso lated, long-haired and long-w inded in ­
te llec tua ls  fo r whom every honest w o rke r can 
have noth ing bu t contem pt. This a n ti- in te lle c ­
tua l, an ti-N ew  Y o rk  a ttitu d e —w hich unhapp ily  
finds some rea l ju s tif ic a tio n  in  the hangovers 
fro m  the p a r ty ’s secta rian  past I  have m en­
tioned above—seems to me to be the rankest 
so rt of P h ilis t in ism . I  see noth ing im m o ra l 
about bra ins. On the con tra ry , a p a rty  o b v i­
ously needs a ll the bra ins, both p ra c tica l and 
theore tica l, i t  can com m and. To dam n a ll the ­
o re tica l in te lligence because in te llec tua ls  have 
th e ir typ ica l weaknesses, is to th row  out the 
baby w ith  the bath.

I t  rem ains to be seen w hether these defects 
w ill be rem edied. The in te lligence  and serious­
ness of the delegates, and th e ir closeness to 
the masses—a ll th is  seems to prom ise th a t 
they w ill.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T O F TH E  PAST
■ By EMANUEL GARRETT

W IL L IA M  M O RRIS*
(M arch 24, 1834—October 3, 1896)

W illia m  M o rris  became a S ocia lis t a t the 
age of 49.

A t th is  tim e  M o rris  was a lready fam ous as 
one of the outstanding poets of England. He 
was also w ide ly  known as an a r t is t who had 
rev ived  a dozen d iffe re n t a rt-c ra fts —fine  
p rin tin g , tapestries, te x tile  designing, house­
hold decoration, etc. He was w ea lthy and re ­
spected.

Y et, a t the he igh t of his career. M o rr is  as­
tonished his friends and " th e  p u b lic ”  by cast­
ing  his lo t w ith  a sm a ll obscure p o lit ica l group 
and th ro w in g  his enorm ous energies, as w ell 
as his w ealth  and repu ta tion , in to th e ir w ork. 
This group was the pioneer organization o f the 
B r itis h  M a rx is ts , the Social D em ocra tic  Fed­
e ra tion . led by H. M . H yndm an.
Not a Dabbler in Socialism

M o rris  jo ined the S .D .F. in 1883. H is a rt is t ic  
fr iends thought he jo ined as an a r t is t dabbling 
in  po litics  as a d ivers ion. B u t M o rris  soon 
showed he was no m ere dabbler in Socialism .

He jo ined the m ovem ent as a rank-and-file  
J im m y  H igg ins. F o r tw o years—during  w hich 
his l ite ra ry  w ork lapsed—he crowded his days 
w ith  s tree t-corner speaking in  Hyde P a rk  and 
in  the p ro le ta rian  quarte rs  of London. He 
ca lled  i t  "s tre e t-p rea ch in g ”  and he p a in fu lly  
sought to develop h im se lf as a Socia lis t a g ita ­
to r fo r the masses of w orkers. He was a f r e ­
quent speaker before w o rke rs ' groups, and on 
occasion his repu ta tion  gained h im  entree to 
m idd le  class organizations where he lectured 
the w h ite -co lla r audiences on the necessity of 
w ork ing-c lass socia lism . He was invo lved in 
the T ra fa lg a r Square r io t o f the la te 1880’s.

I t  was against his own desire th a t he was 
d ra fted  onto the leadership o f the S .D .F. and 
became a m em ber of its  executive com m ittee , 
fo r  he h im se lf recognized th a t h is  bent la y  in  
the d irec tion  of propaganda w ork  among the 
masses. M oreover, he chee rfu lly  adm itted  th a t 
he knew lit t le  of S ocia lis t theory. And th is in ­
deed was one of the reasons fo r his s p lit w ith  
H yndm an and the S.D.F.

M o rris  was second in  prom inence on ly to 
H yndm an in the ranks of the Federa tion , but 
he found th a t he could not w ork w ith  H ynd­
m an. F o r th a t m a tte r, ne ithe r could anyone 
else: fo r H yndm an brooked no d iv is ion  o f his 
uncontro lled  power over the organ iza tion . This 
surce of fr ic t io n  was com plica ted  by the ex­
istence of an ana rch is t w ing  o f the Federa ­
tion , w hich in 1885 broke away to fo rm  the 
S ocia lis t League.

M o rris  w ent along w ith  the S ocia lis t League, 
and became one o f its  leaders, in  spite of the 
fa c t th a t he disagreed w ith  the anarch is ts '

•Th is co lum n on W illia m  M o rris  is co n tr ib ­
uted by H a l D rape r. Readers who w ish to 
subm it co lum ns on Men and Women o f Labo r 
are urged to do so.

ideas. I t  was no t long, there fore , before he 
found h im se lf in opposition in the Socia list 
League also, and in 1889 he re tire d  to fo rm  a 
S ocia lis t propaganda group, the H am m ersm ith  
Socia lis t Society. To the end of his days, how­
ever, he rem ained an a rdent advocate of the 
S ocia lis t ideal.

Perhaps no one who has a ttem pted to dep ict 
the ach ievem ent of th a t idea l has draw n as 
a ttra c tive  a p ic tu re  of the fu tu re  S ocia lis t so­
c ie ty  as has M o rris , in  his "N ew s fro m  No­
w here .”  W ith in  his lim ita tio n s , of course. 
Know ing lit t le  of the economic end of the 
S ocia lis t tra n s fo rm a tio n  of society, he em pha­
sized another angle. Th is was th a t the new 
w orld  would be a place where the beauty and 
pleasure of labor could be developed, where 
c u ltu ra l advance and the flo w e rin g  o f the hu­
m an pe rsona lity  would no longer be ham pered 
by the shackles of ca p ita lism , where a r t would 
no longer be som ething apprecia ted only by 
h ighbrows but where i t  w ould become an a rt 
fo r the masses and by the masses.

M o rris 's  "C hants fo r S oc ia lis ts ,”  in w hich 
he turned his poetic powers to the service of 
the m ovem ent, are also s t i l l  w e ll w orth  read­
ing by w orkers today.

" A rt for the Masses!"
W hy is the name of W illia m  M orris , which 

figu res so p ro m in e n tly  in the h is to ry  o f E ng ­
lish  lite ra tu re , also rem em bered by the So­
c ia lis ts?

Today, when the “ c u ltu ra l fro n t”  and the 
" in te lle c tu a l p e rip h e ry ”  o f the revo lu tiona ry  
m ovem ent are te rm s th a t are bandied about, 
i t  is im p o rta n t to po in t out th a t W illia m  M o r­
ris  was, i f  not the f irs t ,  one of the f ir s t  a rtis ts  
to jo in  the Socia list m ovem ent BEC AUSE he 
was an a rtis t, not IN  S P IT E  O F th a t fac t.

M o rr is ’s social and p o lit ica l consciousness 
was f i r s t  awakened by his rea liza tion  th a t 
ca p ita lism  was not only h a rm fu l to the masses 
who lived  in poverty , but also to the develop­
m ent of a r t  and the beauty of life . How could 
a r t  be hea lthy when the g rea t mass o f hum an 
beings had to spend every w aking  m om ent 
th in k in g  of bread and bu tte r, and when only 
the social parasites could a ffo rd  to indulge in  
“ p a tron iz ing ”  a rt?  The resu lt was a pa ras itic  
a rt, w hich was bound to re fle c t the degenera­
tion of boss-class society.

“ A r t  fo r the m asses!" was the slogan of 
W illia m  M o rris . He serves to rem ind  us tha t 
the u ltim a te  a im  of socia lism  is no t m e re ly  to 
assure bread and secu rity  to the w o rke r—th a t 
is on ly the f i r s t  step— but to m ake the w orld  
a more beau tifu l place to live  in .

A fte r a ll, is i t  no t a m ost crush ing  condem ­
nation of ca p ita lism  to rea lize  th a t a fte r a ll 
the ages, the m ost im p o rta n t p rob lem  th a t 
s ti l l  faces m ankind  is the same as th a t w hich 
faces the lowest a n im a l—how to get the d a ily  
m outh fu l o f food . . .?

A. F. L. Head Raps 
New Deal Ruling 
On W.P.A. Strikers

(Continued from  Page 1)
the system  w hich  obtains in  
Nazi G erm any and w hich even 
you. M r. Hodson. regardless of 
w ha t you ev iden tly  p r iva te ly  
th in k  about the Nazi set-up, 
dure no t p u b lic ly  and openly 
approve.

“ I  would rem ind you, honor­
able Com m issioner, th a t the on­
ly d iffe rence between the Nazi 
system and the system th a t we 
now’ face th rough a com bina­
tion  of Congressional action 
and your v ile  ru lin g  is th a t the 
Nazis have concentra tion 
cam ps fo r those who refuse to 
lower th e ir standards to an in ­
decent leve l, w ith  the com pen­
sating fac to r, however, th a t ev­
en in the concentra tion camps 
food is not genera lly  denied to 
the poor v ic tim s  held there.

" I  would also rem ind  you 
th a t in  our nation, as in  others, 
i t  is no t and has not been fo r 
centuries the p ractice  to refuse 
food even to the w orst of c r im ­
inals.

U nem ploym ent a C rim e?
"U n d e r your in te rp re ta tion  

of your duty, as you see it, de­
cent A m erican  citizens whose 
only c rim e  seems to be the in ­
a b ility  to find  non-existent e m ­
p loym ent in  p riva te  indus try  
are to be placed in a category 
below th a t o f m urderers, 
thieves and other felons o f the 
w orst sort.

"M r .  Hodson, your action is 
absolute ly w ithou t a sc in tilla  of 
ju s tifica tio n . Y our ed ic t is a 
challenge to a ll those who s in ­
cere ly  believe in decent A m e r­
ican standards o f liv in g .

“ In  tak ing  th is  action you 
have earned, as you so r ic h ly  
deserve, the contem pt of ev­
ery rig h t- th in k in g  A m erican  in 
the C ity  of New Y o rk .”

Hodson’s th re a t was reported 
in  the press as fo llow s:

“ W elfare  C om m issioner Hod- 
ncn los t no tim e  in  announcing 
th a t persons who refused to ac­
cept the ‘scab ’ wages fixed  by 
Congress would not ge t home 
re lie f ."

N EW  O FFIC ER S D O N ’T GO 
OVER W ITH  LO C AL 117 
Dear Com rade:

The s p ir it  of re vo lt among 
the cloak-m akers w h ich  led to 
the sweeping o f the entrenched 
adm in is tra tio n  ou t of o ffice  
m anifested itse lf a t the in s ta l­
la tion  ra lly  of the new o ffice rs  
recently . F o r the f ir s t  tim e  in 
years the president o f the In ­
te rna tiona l was in te rrup ted , 
heckled, jeered and f in a lly  
forced to stop h is speech.

I t  was a strange m eeting in 
m any respects. The flow er-be­
decked p la tfo rm  contrasted 
s trange ly  w ith  the tense mood 
of the audience. The o ffic ia ls  
of the union parad ing  on i t  fe lt  
them selves a t the m ercy  o f the 
rank  and file . One a fte r an­
other the ousted o ffic ia ls  of 
Loca l 117 ran  the gaun tle t of 
iro n y  and deris ion. The apolo­
getic  speech of ex-m anager 
Levy  d id  not save h im . The de­
feated cha irm an  of the Local. 
Zuckerm an, who s tarted  out 
innocently , “ The past e ight 
years in  w hich I  held o ffice  
were the happ iest years in  m y 
l ife , ”  was in te rrup ted  by gen­
era l laughte r and the question 
“ How m uch did you get a 
w eek?”

The b iggest "re c e p tio n ”  was 
saved fo r president D av id  Du- 
binsky when he tr ie d  to exp la in  
away the p lig h t of the cloak- 
m akers by governm ent s ta tis ­
tics. Some o f these figu res  were 
ve ry  ins tru c tive , e.g. th a t there 
are 7,000 cloak m akers in  
B rook lyn  and 5,000 in  the ad­
jo in in g  area w o rk ing  fo r the 
New Y o rk  jobbers a t h a lf the 
wages th a t the New Y ork  w o rk ­
er gets. Th is  expla ins why the 
seasons las t only a couple of 
weeks, th a t is, the jobbers need 
the New Y o rk  shops du ring  the 
rush period on ly when the out- 
of-town shops cannot take care 
of the orders.

The uproar s ta rted  when he 
quoted the Labor-Board  th a t 
the cloak m akers have the h igh ­
est hou rly  earnings in the 
coun try . “ W hat about annual 
earn ings”  was the general c ry . 
The unem ployed cloak m akers 
and the sem i-unem ployed were 
in no mood to lis ten  to the apol­
ogetics of union leaders whom 
they hold responsible fo r th e ir 
p ligh t. D ubinsky, ra ttle d  and 
disconcerted, stopped in  the 
m idd le  of a sentence, packed 
his papers and asked the secre­
ta ry  to ca ll the ro ll o f the e lect­
ed o ffice rs . He re tu rned  a fte r 
a couple o f m inutes th is  tim e  
w ithou t h is papers to give some 
free advice to the new o ffic ia ls .

The exten t o f the re vo lt was 
revealed by D ub insky when he 
said the figu res of the elections 
show th a t a s h ift o f a few  hun­
dred votes could have b rought 
an e n tire ly  new adm in is tra tion . 
As i t  stands now, p a rt of the 
adm in is tra tio n  slate was e lect­
ed. Also some d isg run tled  un­
ion o ffic ia ls  and of bureaucrats 
who saw in w hich d irec tion  the 
w ind was b low ing and jo ined 
the opposition. The rank  and 
file  elements who were the 
d r iv in g  force behind the oppo­
s ition  m ovem ent were nosed 
out by a few  score votes. P res­
ident D ubinsky congratu la ted 
h im se lf on th a t fac t.

The m eeting ended w ith  the 
speech of the new ly  elected 
m anager K ap lan . He was not 
received over-en thus iastica lly  
bu t the w orkers are w illin g  to 
g ive h im  a chance to see w hat 
he can do w h ile  they keep a

w a tch fu l eye on h im  a ll the 
tim e.

M em ber of I.L .G .W .U .
•  *  •

THE CASE OF A 
JOBLESS W O R KER
Dear Com rades:

I  have ju s t re tu rned fro m  a 
tr ip  as a m em ber of a g r ie v ­
ance com m ittee  fro m  w hat m y 
w orke r friends  te ll me was 
G erm any, and m y well-to-do 
fr iends  te ll me was Doylestown 
Bucks County, one of the 
w ea lth ies t counties in  the 
U nited States. B ris to l, w hich is 
its la rges t town, is the home of 
p a tr io tic  Joe G rundy, fo rm e r 
U. S. Senator, P resident o f the 
Pennsylvania M a n u fac tu re rs ’ 
Association and owner of the 
la rgest m ill in the county. 
G rundy a lw ays has the w e l­
fa re  of his w orkers a t hea rt 
and keeps w atch over them  fo r 
fea r th a t they w il l  earn too 
m uch and then go out and eat 
so m uch th a t th e ir stomachs 
are liab le  to sw ell to such p ro ­
portions th a t Uncle Joe would 
be com pelled to shell ou t a few  
pennies to increase the size of 
his fac to ries  so as to house 
these expanded constitu tions. 
V ery benevolent fe llow , th is  U n­
cle Joe. He ju s t recen tly  do­
nated $5,000 to his staunch Re­
pub lican friends  fo r the good 
w ork  tha t they are doing in  the 
county and the state o f Penn­
sylvan ia .

The place we v is ited  is called 
an assistance o ffice , where we 
took up the case of M r. P fa ff. 
a fa rm e r, c ig a rm a ke r, and 
concert v io lin is t, who g radu ­
ated fro m  Pennsylvan ia  State 
College w ith  special m ention of 
his p ro fic iency in T ile  D ra in ­
age. Beekeeping, S ilo ’s, Com­
m e rc ia l F ru it  and Potato 
g row ing  and P o u ltry  keeping.

E v ic ted  fro m  F a rm
This m an. a Republican, 

s ta rted  to w ork in  a c iga r fa c ­
to ry  at the age of th irteen  and 
worked a t the trade fo r  seven­
teen years, saved his money 
and bought a fa rm . In  1925 he 
planted 973 f r u it  trees. In  1932 
he sold 3528 baskets of peaches.
. In  1934 a D em ocra tic  p o li­

tic ia n  appeared and rep re ­
sented h im se lf as a Secret Ser­
vice Agent try in g  to fin d  out 
w hy the fa rm e rs  are losing 
th e ir fa rm s. He got a ll the in ­
fo rm a tion  he w anted, and then 
le ft.

About six weeks la te r he ap­
peared again and ordered M r. 
P fa ff o ff his fa rm  because he 
said th a t he had bought the 
fa rm . M r. P fa ff refused to 
leave. The next day th is  man 
appeared again w ith  a 325- 
pound b u lly  and gave M r. 
P fa ff a c lubb ing, then w ent and 
had M r. P fa ff arrested and 
th row n in ja i l  fo r seven days 
w ithou t the bene fit o f counsel 
o r ba il. M r. P fa ff was then 
to ld by the au thorities  th a t he 
had to go to the poorhouse or 
else they would send h im  to the 
Insane A sylum . He p re fe rred  
the poorhouse fro m  w hich he 
escaped severa l days la te r. 
W hile in  ja i l  they tr ie d  to sell 
h im  dope and liquo r.

Denied R e lie f
M r. P fa ff has tr ie d  to get re ­

lie f since 1936. B u t the on ly  an­
swer he got was th a t he should 
live  o ff somebody else, and 
th a t because a lunacy com m is­
sion had exam ined h im , he 
could not get re lie f. He tr ie d  to 
get an appo in tm ent to see the 
Head D ire c to r w ithou t an ap­
po in tm ent, w ith  severa l p re t­
ty  g ir ls  try in g  to bar his w ay 
by hanging on to his coat-ta ils . 
He ta lked to the D ire c to r, but

"S W P  and Negro W ork"
Resolution Adopted by the National Convention

The A m erican  Negroes, fo r centuries the 
m ost oppressed section o f A m erican  society 
and the m ost d isc rim ina ted  against, are po­
te n tia lly  the m ost re vo lu tiona ry  e lem ent of 
the population. They are designated by th e ir  
whole h is to rica l past to be, under adequate 
leadership, the ve ry  vanguard o f the p ro le ta r­
ian revo lu tion . The neglect of Negro w ork, and 
of the Negro question by the p a rty  is, the re ­
fore, a ve ry  d isqu ie ting  sign. The S.W.P. m ust 
recognize th a t its a ttitude  to the Negro ques­
tion  is c ru c ia l fo r its  fu tu re  developm ent. 
H ithe rto  the p a rty  has been based m a in ly  on 
p riv ileged  w orkers and groups of isolated in ­
te llec tua ls . Unless i t  can fin d  its  w ay to the 
g rea t masses of the unde rp riv ileged , o f whom 
the Negroes constitu te  so im p o rta n t a section, 
the broad perspectives of the perm anent re v ­
o lu tion  w il l  rem a in  on ly a fic tio n  and the p a rty  
is bound to degenerate.

The S.W.P. proposes therefore to constitu te  
a N ational Negro D epartm ent w h ich  w il l  in ­
it ia te  and coordinate a p lan of w o rk  am ong 
the Negroes and ca lls  upon its  m em bers to co­
operate strenuously in  the d if f ic u lt  task of ap­
proaching th is  w ork in  the m ost su itab le  m an­
ner. O ur obvious tasks fo r the com ing period 
are (a) the education o f the p a rty , <b) w in ­
n ing the m ore advanced Negroes fo r  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, and <c) th rough them  
and the w ork of the p a rty  in  w ide r fie lds  in ­
fluencing  the Negro masses to recognize in 
the S.W.P. the on ly p a rty  w h ich  is genuinely 
w ork ing  fo r th e ir com plete em ancipa tion  fro m  
the heavy burdens they have borne so long. 
The w inn ing  of Negroes to our m ovem ent on 
a re vo lu tio n a ry  basis is, however, no easy 
task. The Negroes, su ffe ring  acute ly  fro m  the 
general d iff ic u ltie s  of a ll w orkers  under cap­
ita lism , and in add ition , fro m  special p rob ­
lems of th e ir own, are n a tu ra lly  hesitan t to 
take the step of a lly in g  them selves w ith  a 
sm a ll and heav ily  persecuted p a rty . B u t Ne 
gro w ork  is com p lica ted  by o ther m ore p ro ­
found causes. F o r reasons w h ich  can be easily 
understood, the A m erican  Negro is p ro found ly  
suspicious of a ll w hites, and recen t events 
have deepened th a t suspicion.

Negroes Often Deceived
In  the past, the Negro masses have had 

d isastrous experiences w ith  the R epublican 
and D em ocra tic  parties . The boasted benefits 
th a t the Negro as a whole are supposed to 
have received fro m  the New Deal and the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  can easily  be seen fo r  the 
fra u d  tha t they are when i t  is recognized th a t 
i t  is the D em ocra tic  P a rty  o f F ra n k lin  Roose­
ve lt w hich by force and tr ic k e ry  prevents the 
Negroes fro m  exerc is ing  th e ir votes over 
large areas in  the South.

The C om m unist P a rty  o f the U.S.A. fro m  
1928 to 1935 did w in  a num ber of Negroes to 
m em bersh ip  and awakened a sym pathe tic  in ­
terest among the m ore advanced Negro w o rk ­
ers and in te llec tua ls . B u t the bu reaucra tic  c re ­
ation of Negro “ leaders” , th e ir  subservience 
to the tw is ts  and tu rns of the p a rty  line , th e ir  
s lav ish  dependence on the m an ipu la tions and 
com binations of the C.P. leadersh ip , were 
seen by interested Negroes not as a tra n s fe r­
ence of the methods and practises o f the 
K re m lin  bureaucracy in  Moscow to A m erica , 
but m ere ly  as another exam ple o f the use of 
Negroes by w hites fo r p o lit ica l purposes un­
connected w ith  Negro strugg les. W ith  the la t­
est tu rn  beginning in  1935, the C.P. has be­
come openly a p a rty  of A m erican  bourgeois 
dem ocracy. Not on ly to expand, bu t m ere ly  
to ex is t in  th is  new m ilie u  demanded th a t i t  
im b ibe  and p ractise  the co n tra d ic to ry  d is ­
c rim in a tio n s  inheren t in th a t society. The N e­
groes, ve ry  sensitive to a ll such practises, 
have q u ick ly  recognized the new face o f the 
C.P. beneath the m ask of dem agogy w ith  
w hich i t  seeks to disguise the p red icam en t in  
w hich i t  finds itse lf, and the resu lt has been a 
mass exodus fro m  the p a rty  <80 per cent of 
the New Y o rk  State Negro m em bersh ip) and 
a b itte r h o s tility  to the C.P. w hich reached a 
c lim a x  when w ell-know n fo rm e r m em bers of 
the C.P. tes tified  against i t  before the Dies

C om m ittee. Once m ore the T h ird  In te rn a tio n ­
al has s truck  a deadly b low  a t the A m erican  
w o rk in g  class, th is  tim e  by destroy ing  the con­
fidence th a t was being s low ly  forged between 
the p o lit ic a lly  advanced sections o f the b lack 
and w h ite  w orkers.

Negro Nationalist Tendencies
F u rth e rm o re , the aw akening p o lit ica l con­

sciousness of the Negro no t u n n a tu ra lly  takes 
the fo rm  of a desire fo r independent action un­
contro lled  by whites. The Negroes have long 
fe lt and m ore than ever feel today the urge to 
create th e ir own organizations under th e ir  own 
leaders and thus assert, not on ly  in  theory  bu t 
in action, th e ir c la im  to com plete eq u a lity  
w ith  other A m erican  citizens. Such a desire is 
leg itim a te  and even when i t  takes the fo rm  of 
a ra th e r aggressive chauv in ism  is to  be w e l­
comed. B lack  chauv in ism  in  A m e rica  today Is 
m ere ly  the n a tu ra l excess o f the desire fo r 
equa lity  w h ile  w hite A m erican  chauv in ism , 
the expression o f ra c ia l dom ination , is  essen­
t ia l ly  reac tiona ry . U nder any circum stances, 
i t  would have been a task of profound d i f f i ­
cu lty , perhaps im possib le, fo r  a re vo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  composed m a in ly  of w hites to w in  the 
confidence of the A m erican  Negro masses, ex ­
cept in  the actua l crises of revo lu tiona ry  
strugg les. Such possib ilities  as existed, how­
ever. have been p ra c t ic a lly  destroyed by the 
C.P. Today the p o lit ic a lly  m inded Negroes are 
tu rn in g  aw ay fro m  the C .P., and Negro organ­
izations devoted to ’ s trugg le  fo r Negro r ig h ts  
are sp ring ing  up a ll over the N orth  and E ast, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  in  H a rlem . The n a tio n a lis t tend­
encies of the Negroes have been fo r t if ie d , and 
in add ition  to the poisoning o f ra c ia l re la tions 
by ca p ita lism , the S.W.P. has now to contend 
w ith  the heritage  le ft by the C.P. and the pe r­
nicious course i t  is s t i l l  a c tive ly  pursu ing.

For a Negro Organization
The S.W.P. there fore  proposes th a t its  Ne­

gro m em bers, aided and supported by the 
p a rty , take the in it ia t iv e  and co llaborate  w ith  
o ther m ili ta n t Negroes in  the fo rm a tio n  o f a 
Negro mass o rgan iza tion  devoted to the s tru g ­
gle fo r Negro righ ts . Th is  o rgan iza tion  w il l  
NOT be e ithe r openly o r secre tly  a periphery 
o rgan iza tion  of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. I t  
w il l  be an o rgan iza tion  in  w h ich  the masses 
of Negroes w il l  be in v ite d  to p a rtic ip a te  on a 
w o rk ing  class p rog ram  corresponding to the 
day to day s trugg les o f the masses o f Negro 
w orkers and fa rm e rs . Its  p rog ram  w il l  be 
e laborated by the Negro organ iza tion , in  
w hich Negro m em bers o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l w il l p a rtic ip a te  w ith  ne ithe r g rea te r 
nor lesser rig h ts  than o ther m em bers. B u t the 
S.W.P. is confiden t th a t the position o f the 
Negroes in  A m erican  society, the log ic  o f the 
class strugg le  in  the present period, the supe­
r io r  grasp of p o lit ics  and the m ora le  o f m em ­
bers of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, m ust inev­
ita b ly  re su lt in  its  m em bers exerc is ing  a pow­
e rfu l in fluence in  such an o rgan iza tion . The 
c r it ic a l support of such an o rgan iza tion  by the 
S.W.P. does not in  any w ay l im it  the p a r ty ’s 
d rive  among Negroes fo r  m em bersh ip , ne ithe r 
does i t  in va lida te  the necessary strugg le  fo r 
the u n ity  o f both b lack and w h ite  w orkers. 
B u t th a t road is no t lik e ly  to be a broad h igh ­
way. Such an organ iza tion  as is proposed is 
the m ost lik e ly  means o f b ring ing  the masses 
of Negroes into p o lit ic a l action, w h ich  though 
p ro g ra m a tic a lly  devoted to th e ir  own in te r­
ests, m ust in e v ita b ly  m erge w ith  the broader 
s trugg les of the A m erican  w o rk ing  class 
m ovem ent taken as a whole. The S.W.P. 
therefore, w h ile  recogniz ing the lim ita tio n s  
and p itfa lls  of a mass organ iza tion  w ithou t a 
c le a rly  defined p o lit ic a l p rog ram , and w h ile  
re ta in in g  its  fu l l  l ib e r ty  o f action and c r i t i ­
c ism , welcomes and supports any a tte m p t by 
Negroes them selves to organize fo r  m ilita n t 
action aga inst our com m on oppressors, in ­
s truc ts  its Negro m em bers to w ork  ac tive ly  
tow ards the fo rm a tio n  and a c tiv ity  o f such an 
o rgan iza tion , and recom m ends to the p a rty  
m em bers to fo llow  closely a ll such m an ifes ta ­
tions of Negro m ilita n c y .

Sailors Spike Presidential 
Order to Hire Fink Crews

made no progress.
M r. P fa ff stated th a t he did 

not m ind hav ing  g ir ls  handing 
on his coa t-ta ils  when he was 
5 'oung, bu t resented i t  when he 
was hungry.

In  M arch, M r. P fa ff got in 
touch w ith  our unemployed 
union and they took up h is case 
and got re lie f to h im  fro m  
M arch  10 u n til June 2 th is  year. 
Several days la te r he received 
notice th a t he was dropped 
fro m  the re lie f ro lls .

Fake Story
Then the union took up his 

case w ith  the head inves tiga to r 
who is a M rs. LaSpino. She 
to ld  us th a t she was w e ll ac­
quainted w ith  the case and 
th a t th is  p a rty  refused to w ork  
at a ll. The w r ite r  asked her, 
whom , fo r instance, did he re ­
fuse to w ork  fo r?  And she re ­
p lied th a t he often said in  her 
o ffice  that, he refuses to w ork  
fo r everybody, th a t he wants 
re lie f, and th a t she needed 
help because her husband was 
sick and she needed somebody 
to take care o f her orchards.

The com m ittee  did not be­
lieve th is  s to ry  and w ent to see 
M r. P fa ff who said th is  was 
false and th a t he would take 
tne job. The w r ite r  and M r. 
P fa ff w ent to M rs. LaSp ino ’s 
fa rm  and asked fo r the job. 
She rep lied  th a t she had no 
money to pay anybody to do 
the w ork. The bosses and th e ir 
stooges do a lo t o f ta lk in g  
about jobs, but ju s t t r y  to get 
one.

W ell, th a t is a ll th a t has hap­
pened up to th is  tim e . The 
union is going to continue to 
f ig h t the case, and I ’l l  w rite  to 
you about the la te s t develop­
ments. F ra te rn a lly ,

H ow ard  S tum p

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
e ra tion  of the P a c ific , the con­
vention w ent on record to sup­
p o rt the th ird  te rm  fo r Roose­
v e lt m ovem ent. The N ationa l 
M a r it im e  U nion ,now m eeting 
in convention, w il l  undoubtedly 
dc likew ise.

Roosevelt Called to A ct
V e ry  good! I f  i t  is tru e  th a t 

Roosevelt is our fr ie n d , we the 
seamen w il l  appeal d ire c tly  to 
h im  to speak out in  our behalf 
aga inst the to ries . Could any­
th ing  be fa ire r  than that?  Since 
he appears to be re lu c ta n t to 
speak, we w il l  m ake th a t re ­
quest. I f  he is re a lly  our 
fr ie n d , he w ill p resum ably  
grasp the oppo rtun ity  of a t 
least saying som ething in  our 
behalf.

In  a sta tem ent issued by 
H a rry  Lundeberg, S ecre ta ry  of 
the Sailors U nion of the P a c i­
fic , he makes th is  request on 
bc-half o f the seamen of the 
west coast and says: “ As the 
s itua tion  now stands (in  Seat­
tle ! there is on ly one out to set­
tle  th is  en tire  m a tte r and th a t 
is th a t the P res ident of the 
U n ited  States is the on ly  man 
who can change the a ttitude  of 
the M a r it im e  C om m ission and 
i t  is e n tire ly  up to h im  . . .  we 
w il l  see in  the next day or two 
w hether Roosevelt th inks  m ore 
of the M a r it im e  C om m ission or 
whether he has any fee ling  a t 
a ll fo r the demands of the 
thousands o f seamen o f the 
P a c ific  C oast.”

“ On behalf of the member-

ship of the Sailors Union of the 
P a c ific , we to ld  the M a r it im e  
C om m ission th a t the c rum by 
tubs could stay tied  up along­
side of the dock u n til such tim e  
th a t the M a r it im e  Com m ission 
was w illin g  to use the same 
methods of em ploym ent as 
p racticed  by p riva te  shipown­
ers on the P a c ific  Coast.”  

A .F .L . Acts
The Houston convention of 

the A m erican  F edera tion  of 
Labo r w ent on record to sup­
p o rt the position taken by the 
Sailors U nion o f the P a c ific  in  
th is  h ir in g  h a ll d ispute. In  ac­
cord w ith  the m andate o f th a t 
convention and in  re p ly  to a 
request by Lundeberg, P re s i­
dent Green w ired  the sa ilors 
th a t:

“ I  reg re t uny ie ld ing  position 
w hich M a r it im e  Com m ission 
has assumed rega rd ing  h ir in g  
seamen fo r  governm ent ships 
P a c ific  Coast. I  have repeated­
ly  appealed to C ha irm an  Land 
to h ire  unlicensed personnel 
through union h ir in g  ha lls . I  
w il l  ca ll on S ecre tary o f Com ­
m erce Hopkins and a t m y  ea r­
lie s t oppo rtun ity  upon the P res­
ident and urge action a t e a r li­
est possible m om ent as you 
suggest.”

F ra n k lin  “ I  love la b o r”  
Roosevelt now has the oppor­
tu n ity  o f p rov ing  his devotion. 
Those d ru m  beaters fo r  the 
th ird  te rm  fo r  Roosevelt, “ ou r 
fr ie n d ” , should re jo ice  th a t th is  
o ppo rtun ity  has been p rovided.
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A  Political Strike
The nation-wide strike of building and con­

struction workers on W .P.A. against the coolie 
wage rates established on July 1 by the Roose- 
velt—Woodrum Starvation Law can and must 
be successful. Congress is in session and w ill be 
forced to amend the lavv, establishing payment 
of prevailing hourly-wage rates, if  the labor 
movement puts sufficient pressure to bear.

This is a political strike. It differs from the 
usual economic strike and therefore requires a 
different strategy to win. The usual economic 
strike is directed against a private employer. I f  
successful it cuts off his doing business and mak­
ing profit during the strike, and he is impelled 
to settle the strike by the drain on his pocket- 
book. In the well-organized building trades 
unions, a few banners and pickets are enough to 
turn the trick in the usual strike.

But in this strike the boss is—

Not a Private Employer
He is not being hurt in his pocketbook. I here 

is no drain on his profits, die is Congress and 
.President Roosevelt.

This difference between an economic and a 
political strike— what difference in strategy does 
it demand i f  the strike is to be won?

First ot all, it requires as many banners and 
pickets as possible. In the ordinary building 
trades strike, a single bannerman may be enough ; 
he is there primarily to make it clear to pros­
pective workingmen that a strike is in progress 
there; the sight o f him is enough usually to keep 
the job tied up.

But in this strike, the banners and pickets 
have a twofold task: not only to keep the job 
tied up, but equally important, to publicize to 
the entire public the fact that the job is tied up, 
and why it is tied up. That requires not only 
tens of thousands of pickets and banners, but a 
kind o f banner that is not ordinarily used by the 
building trades unions: big signs explaining to 
the public just what the union demands are and 
why they are justified.

Secondly, these pickets and banners must be 
backed up by—

Loads of Publicity
Massed, organized public opinion will win this 

strike; the first step to organize that opinion is to 
tie up the projects; the next step is to explain, 
explain, explain. To depend upon the daily capi­
talist press to provide the public with informa­
tion about the strike and the issues involved 
would be fatal to the outcome of the strike. I t  
is unfortunate that the labor press is so small, 
without daily papers, etc. In moments like this, 
one realizes how organized lalxir penalizes itself 
by failing to build a real daily press. For the 
emergency, this lack must be made up for.

It can be made up for by issuing millions of 
leaflets and distributing them to the general 
public, by special editions of local labor papers, 
by buying radio time for union broadcasts, by 
strikers’ speeches on every possible street cor­
ner, by cruising sound trucks, by house-to-house 
distribution of posters and stickers to be dis­
played in windows facing the streets indicating 
that that family is sympathetic to the strike— in 
a word, by all the avenues o f publicity already 
well-tested by the progressive sections of the 
lalxir movement.

These are ways to assure the success o f the

W .P.A. strikers.
There are other ways, too. There is notably 

the question of connecting up the demands of 
the building trades workers on W .P.A. with 
the desires and needs of the—

Unskilled Workers
The unskilled workers, on the same projects, 

are today largely unorganized. Top pay for the 
unskilled is about $55 a month, not enough to 
live on by a long shot. These laborers are hungry 
for organization, and the building trades unions 
have a responsibility toward them. Their sup­
port is needed, not so much to tie up the projects 
perhaps, but certainly in order to win the wide­
spread sympathy without which the strike can­
not win. I f  Congress can be forced to amend 
the W .P.A. laws so as to provide the prevailing 
wage rate, it can also be forced to amend the 
laws so as to provide better wages for the un­
skilled workers.

I f  the building trades unions understand the 
strategical needs o f a political strike, we are sure 
that they w ill come to understand the pressing 
need o f linking their demands with those o f the 
unskilled workers.

Meanwhile, more power to the strike!

Aping Their Brothers
This past week the British government in 

India adopted, by decree, a series o f laws strictly 
regulating the activities o f any foreigner who 
comes to India.

Visitors must register with the police as they 
move about from place to place; they must con­
vince the British that they come only as tourists 
or on business; they can stay only for a maxi­
mum of 3 months.

And these are the same Britishers who talk 
about fighting for democracy! I f  a visitor as 
much as shakes hands with an Indian nationalist 
who is fighting for the freedom of his country 
from British rule he can be kicked out as an 
undesirable element.

Doesn’t all of this have a familiar air about it? 
Isn’t this business o f passing laws by decree, 
preventing people from moving about except 
under the eyes o f the police, etc., quite familiar 
to all of us?

When we condemn the German and Italian 
brutal dictatorships let's not forget the d irty 
work of these British imperialists in their col­
onies. They are doing their best to ape and out­
strip the fascists when it comes to the denial of 
elementary rights.

But all the K ing ’s horses and all the K ing ’s 
men cannot prevent the 400,000,000 people of 
the Indian Empire from carrying on their battle 
for independence and freedom from the British 
imperialists.

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

----------- By Arthur Hopkins ------------
Page the R e lie f A d m in is tra tio n —U nder the head­

line, 'H e re ’s som ething college youths have o ve r­
looked," a U .P . d ispatch te lls  how a 51-year-old 
L inco ln , N ebraska, w orld  w ar ve teran has solved 
not only the grasshopper bu t the prob lem  of hu­
man existence. He ca rries  a b u tte rf ly  ne t and is 
thus able to catch 250 grasshoppers d a ily  which 
he eats raw . H is theory is th a t they are no t only 
edible but delicious.

* * *
F rance plans to construct a subm arine to re ­

place the Phen ix, w h ich  sank recen tly  w ith  a loss 
of 61 lives. Gad! W hat m agn ificen t s p ir it  those 
F rench bosses d isp lay—w ith  the lives of o ther pe r­
sons. * * A

A com m ittee  of the U n ited  B lin d  W orkers of 
M innesota w ill m eet w ith  the executive board of 
the M inneapolis C entra l Labo r U nion to plan a 
cam paign to a lle v ia te  the liv in g  conditions o f b lind 
w orkers of the c ity  and state. Some M inneapolis 
w orkers m ay be b lind , bu t they 're  not dumb.

* * *
B u ll-e tin — ‘ ‘Business is fundam enta lly  and neces­

s a r ily  m o ra l as a condition of its  own existence,’ ’ 
says H enry F o rd ’s own m outhpiece, W. J. C am er­
on. He assailed "c ra c k -b ra in e d ”  leaders “ who 
preach to gu llib le  people th a t business is n a tu ra lly  
ev il and necessarily  p re d a to ry .”

* A >1«
Judge W. C a lv in  Chesnut, New Y o rk  Federa l 

D is tr ic t judge, declares th a t the case of Judge 
M a rtin  T . M anton, found g u ilty  of accepting bribes 
and sentenced to two years in prison, is unprece­
dented in the 150-year h is to ry  o f A m erican  ju r is ­
prudence. You bet i t ’s unprecedented. He was not 
only caught, but ac tua lly  sentenced to p rison !

* * *
Several thousand bankers a ttend ing a conven­

tion of the M innesota Bankers Association a t St. 
Paul m et the secret service in  the person of John 
D. Voss, agent in  charge o f the W isconsin d is tr ic t. 
The U. S. Secret Service is composed o f quiet, 
e ffic ie n t fe llow s whose duty i t  is to p ro tec t the 
president, to m ake life  m iserab le  fo r  coun te rfe it­
ers, and who investigate  and s tifle  a ll k inds of 
a ttem pts to defraud the governm ent. W ell, John, 
w hat are you w a itin g  for?

* * *
Look who's ta lk in g !—John C. G a il, counsel fo r 

the N ationa l Association of M anu fac tu re rs , charges 
th a t the N ationa l Labo r R elations Board ” . . .  has 
been hostile  to em ployers . . . have v io la ted  m any 
e lem enta ry  p rinc ip les  of fa ir  p lay, and th a t they 
have not on ly no t con tribu ted  to a reduction of 
the volum e of labor disputes, bu t have in  fa c t sown 
the seeds o f fu tu re  d isco rd .”

*  *  *

H o rro r ite m : U. S. A tto rney  General F ra n k  
M u rphy  believes the LaF o lle ttes  o f W isconsin are 
" th e  best p o lit ic a l stock in  the n a tio n .”

In the Disease Ridden Slums W e 
See an Indictment of Boss Rule

The Facts Collected by the Housing Authority, Though 
Only Partial, Present a Damning Picture of Vermin In­
fested Slums in Which "One-Third-of-a-Nation" Lives

IN  TH IS  
= CORNER=

By Max Shachtman-......  -
By R U TH  J E F F R E Y

Couched though they are in 
conservative figu res  and con­
se rva tive  phrases, the facts 
w hich the U n ited  States Hous­
ing A u th o rity  has picked up in 
its  su rface-scra tch ing  "s lu m - 
c lea rance " cam paign (and 
w hich i t  w il l m a il free to any­
one) present a shocking p ic ­
ture .

I f  we could see the en tire  
coun try  fro m  coast to coast in  
b ird ’s eye v iew , nea rly  one- 
h a lf o f its  populated surface— 
or as the P resident would have 
it.  “ one -th ird ” —w ould look like  
a hideous runn ing  sore, where 
the population, pale, underfed, 
diseased, figh ts  a losing ba ttle  
aga inst a plague o f cock­
roaches. bed-bugs and lice , and 
lives in d a ily  em b itte red  in t i ­
m acy w ith  arm ies o f ra ts.

In  these b ligh ted  areas live  
the A m erican  masses — the 
" fre e  A m erican  people.”  Here 
flourishes the A m erican  Home 
in (a lm ost) a ll the touching 
beauty of a w om an ’s magazine 
ed ito ria l. Here are conceived 
the under-priv ileged  youth who 
f i l l  our schools, streets, fa c ­
tories and em ploym ent agen­
cies.
NO W ONDER E P ID E M IC S  
START IN  T H E  SLUMS

Note an inc iden ta l footnote in  
a governm ent bu lle tin  on health 
conditions in  s lum  areas:

"T he  newspapers recen tly  
reported a p a rt ic u la r ly  d ra m ­
a tic  exam ple of the fa c t th a t 
old fra m e  bu ild ings are often 
infested w ith  ve rm in , beyond 
hope or poss ib ility  of e x te rm in ­
ation. The Syracuse Housing 
A u th o rity  is in  process of de­
m olish ing  severa l blocks of 
slum s p repa ra to ry  to pu tting  
up a large housing p ro ject w ith  
U.S.H.A. assitance. D em olition  
has ac tua lly  been delayed by 
the pressing prob lem  of w hat 
to do about the ra ts. I t  is esti­
mated there are h a lf a m illio n  
ra ts  in the area as a whole (200 
per fo rm e r occupant) and th a t 

■it w il l cost $500 a block to get 
r id  of them  and thus prevent 
ne ighboring areas fro m  becom­
ing doubly Infested. No wonder 
epidem ics s ta r t in  the s lu m s !"

Bad conditions are adm itted  
to be of nation-w ide prevalence 
and not at a ll confined to la rge  
cities. In  a na tiona l hea lth  su r­
vey, "O ve rc row d ing  and Sani­
ta t io n " , the fo llow ing  conclu-

sion was recorded, as of 1936: 
"O ve rc row d ing  was not con­

fined to c ities  of any p a rt ic u la r 
size. I t  p reva iled  in  sm a ll 
c ities , as w e ll as in  those w ith  
a population o f 500,000 o r m ore. 
In  the C entra l region o ve r­
crow ding among fa m ilie s  in 
sm a ll c ities  was a lm ost as 
g rea t as in  the la rge  c ities, 
w hile  in  the West c ities  w ith  a 
population of less than 25,000 
averaged a s lig h tly  g rea te r de­
gree of overcrow d ing  than the 
la rg e r c ities  in  th is area. In  the 
South overcrow d ing  was the 
greatest in the sm a lle r c ities 
. . . Regardless o f the size and 
location of the c ity , re lie f and 
low incom e fa m ilie s  frequen t­
ly  shared a ha llw ay to ile t o r an 
outside p r iv y ."
FACTS A R E  
AN IN D IC T M E N T

A governm ent sum m ary  of 
th is  survey ind icates th a t ser­
ious overcrow ding and inade­
quate to ile t fa c ilit ie s  were not 
the only fa ilin g s  investigators 
observed in these s lum -dw e ll­
ings, despite th e ir preoccupa­
tion  w ith  those two factors. The 
sum m ary  ends:

"T he  housing in fo rm a tio n  
collected in the H ea lth  Survey 
of the U. S. P ub lic  H ealth  Ser­
vice was confined exclus ive ly  
to the prob lem  of overcrow ding 
and to the adequacy o f to ile t 
fa c ilit ie s . I t  d id not take into 
account the m any other aspects 
of de fic ien t housing, such as 
the use of one room  as a com ­
bined kitchen, d in ing  room , l iv ­
ing room  and bathroom . Con­
gestion in the ha lls  and on the 
streets, lack of adequate v e n ti­
la tion, absence o f sun ligh t, in ­
su ffic ie n t na tu ra l or a r t if ic ia l 
illu m in a tio n , d ilap ida tion  of 
bu ild ings, and f ire  and other 
hazards were no t recorded. 
The Pub lic  H ealth Service in ­
d icated. however, the close re ­
la tionsh ip  of these factors to 
accidents, in fectious diseases 
and no rm a l grow th  of c h il­
d re n ."  M aybe i t  is not an acci­
dent tha t these new nationa l 
reports confine them selves to 
one or two fac to rs  at a tim e . 
A ll fac to rs , surveyed in  one 
paper, m ig h t produce a more 
dam ning docum ent than any 
ca p ita lis t governm ent would 
dare issue to its  citizens.

Going a l it t le  m ore deeply in ­
to the depths of the slum s, one 
becomes aware of a ca re fu lly

softpedalled fa c t. The ve ry  
w orst slum s are m ore than p ro ­
po rtiona te ly  f il le d  w ith  Negroes 
and assistance is fa r  less than 
p ropo rtiona te ly  meted out to 
them . Where assistance does 
reach them  fac ts  such as these 
are uncovered:

" In  one tenem ent house ju s t 
dem olished on the Bedford 
D w ellings Site of the Housing 
A u th o rity  of the C ity  of P it ts ­
burgh, the notorious Wesley 
Row tenem ent, tw en ty -fou r Ne­
gro fa m ilie s  were liv in g . There 
were no bath ing  or sa n ita ry  
fa c ilit ie s  w hatever: there were 
three d isg race fu l outdoor to i l­
ets fo r a ll tw en ty -fou r fa m ilie s : 
the s ix ty -fo u r ch ild ren  sc ra m ­
bled over rank  weeds and 
heaps of rubb ish ; and one 9- 
m em ber fa m ily  occupied a 
s ingle room . U n fo rtuna te ly , 
Wesley Row is not the only ro t­
ten s lum  dw e lling  occupied by 
Negroes—or w hites e ithe r, fo r 
tha t m a tte r. F o rty  percent of 
P ittsb u rg h ’s dw ellings are sub­
standard in the sense th a t they 
need some fo rm  of m a jo r re ­
pa ir.
CONDEM NS NEGROES 
TO D ISEASE, D EA TH

" .  . . Unless special pub lic 
measures are extended and 
ra d ica l hea lth  measures are ap­
p lied. i t  does not seem lik e ly  
tha t the Negro group in  P it ts ­
burgh w il l  g row  apprec iab ly  by 
na tu ra l increase. The b ir th  ra te  
is not su ffic ie n t to o ffse t the 
high death ra te . In  1933 N e­
groes, being 8.2 percent of the 
to ta l population in th is  c ity , 
suffered 14 percent of a ll the 
deaths, 15 percent of in fa n t 
deaths. 24 percent o f the deaths 
fro m  pneum onia, and no less 
than 35 percent o f the deaths 
fro m  tube rcu los is .”

These few quotations ju s t 
scra tch  the surface. The story 
of how tens of m illions  of 
A m ericans re a lly  live  in  th is 
land of freedom  and opportu ­
n ity  has s t i l l  la rg e ly  to be to ld . 
I t  is obvious th a t the U nited 
States Housing A u th o rity , 
w hich is a t best, by its own 
figures, he lp ing on ly 4 percent, 
the "a r is to c ra c y "  of slum - 
dw elle rs. ce rta in ly  w il l  not 
solve the housing question. On­
ly  the s lum -dw elle rs — th a t is, 
the masses them selves—when 
they organize the power th a t is 
the irs , only they can help them ­
selves.

New York W PA Building Workers 
Ready for "Strike to the Finish"

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
Hodson—one Roosevelt’s d ire c t 
lieu tenan t and the other an a r ­
dent New D ealer associated 
w ith  M ayo r La  G uard ia—the 
s tr ik e  action meant a head-on 
co llis ion  between the labor 
m ovem ent and the Roosevelt 
adm in is tra tion .

In d ica tin g  his understanding 
of the p o lit ica l na ture  of the 
s tr ike . P resident M u rra y  in his 
in te rv ie w  w ith  the press de­
c la red : "T h e  best w ay to p ro ­
tect is to c a rry  through the 
kind of action we have ju s t en­
dorsed. The only people who 
can change th is  law  are the 
people who made i t ” —th a t is, 
Congress and P resident Roose­
ve lt, against whom the s tr ike  is 
lo g ica lly  d irected.
WON LAST 
W .P.A. S TR IK E

In  g r im  answer to a question 
fro m  a re po rte r w hether he be­
lieved the s tr ike  would be suc­
cessful, M u rra y  rep lied : "T h is  
is our second experience w ith  
the W .P.A. on the m a tte r of the 
p reva iling  wage. The last 
s tr ike , in  1935, lasted s ix  weeks 
and proved successful in  m a in ­
ta in ing  the p re va ilin g  wage 
ra te .”

In  a resolution adopted by the 
bu ild ing  trades council, the 
presidents o f a ll in te rna tiona l 
unions w ere called upon to 
adopt “ ways and m eans”  of 
having  the Roosevelt-W oodrum 
Law  amended, in  o rder to “ p re ­
vent such an atrocious measure 
from  tem p ting  p riva te  indus try  
to fo llow  the a ttem p t of the 
W orks Progress A d m in is tra ­
tion , in  p reven ting  bu ild ing  
trades w orkers  fro m  rece iv ing  
a wage ra te  com parable  w ith  
the A m erican  standard of l iv ­
in g .”

The resolution also set up 
special com m ittees—in actu­
a lity  s tr ike  com m ittees— w ith ­
in each borough under the ju r ­
isd ic tion  of the council.

P icke ting  was to begin F r i ­
day.

To ld  by newspaperm en tha t 
Col. Brehon Som erve ll. N. Y . 
local W .P.A. a d m in is tra to r, had

announced e a rlie r in  the day 
th a t " i f  the A .F .L . doesn't w ant 
to w ork fo r the governm ent, 
th a t’s its  business," M u rra y  
countered: "W hen the W .P.A. 
w ants com petent men on its  
pro jects, i t  appeals to the un­
io n ."  A ll construction pro jects 
w ill have to shut down. "L a b o r­
ers cannot w ork if  sk illed  
cra ftsm en are o ff the jo b ,"  
M u rra y  pointed out. “ There are 
usually fou r o r five  laborers a t­
tached to one sk illed  union m e­
ch an ic ."

Asked by the newspapermen 
com ing fro m  M u rra y ’s o ffice  
w ha t would happen in the event 
of a prolonged s tr ike , Som er­
ve ll handed them  a te legram  
from  Col. F . C. H a rring ton , na­
tiona l W .P.A. a d m in is tra to r, o r­
dering  d ism issal of a ll men ab­
sent fro m  the job fo r five  con­
secutive days.

NO R E L IA N C E  ON 
C A P IT A L IS T  PRESS

The issues in th is  s tr ike  are 
c lea rly  defined, and i f  the labor 
m ovem ent does not depend on 
the ca p ita lis t press to provide 
the public w ith  the necessary 
in fo rm a tion , but issues leafle ts 
in the m illio n s  to exp la in  its  
stand, overw he lm ing  public 
opinion w il l  back the bu ild ing  
trades w orkers in fo rc ing  Con­
gress to amend the Roosevelt- 
W oodrum I.aw .

The c rux  of the m a tte r was 
adm itted  by A d m in is tra to r 
Som erve ll h im se lf, when he 
stated tha t m ost of the men on 
s tr ike  the f ir s t  day—Wednes­
day—would not have to be re ­
placed because the lengthened
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hours to be w orked by the rest 
v'ould m ore than f i l l  the gap 
they le ft. In  other words, i f  the 
present law  rem ains in  e ffect, 
h a lf the bu ild ing  trades w o rk ­
ers em ployed up to Ju ly  1 
would be fired . F o r the present 
law  forces the sk illed  w orker 
tc w ork tw ice  or m ore hours 
per month than fo rm e rly  fo r 
less wages. A typ ica l exam ple 
is one category, under w hich 
sk illed  m echanics are now7 to 
w ork  120 hours of w ork  fo r 
$85.20 as com pared to the p re ­
vious ra te  of S84 fo r 42 hours. 
N e a rly  three tim es as m any 
hours of w o rk !
DANGEROUS
P R E C E D E N T

That would not only mean 
tha t at least ha lf the sk illed  
w orkers w ould be dropped 
from  W .P.A. bu t also tha t the 
rem a in ing  men would' receive 
substantia l cuts in  th e ir actua l 
income.

B u t over and above these 
vicious effects of the new law  
is the dangerous precedent 
p rovided by the governm ent 
to i w age-cutting em ployers. 
For years i t  had been u n ive r­
sa lly  recognized and adm itted  i 
by government- o ffic ia ls  th a t 
wage rates paid by governm ent 
agencies, w hether r e g u l a r  
agencies or the P .W .A. or 
W .P .A ., constitu te  a " f lo o r "  
fo r wages in p riva te  industries. 
W herever governm ent agencies 
have fo r long succeeded in pay­
ing a ce rta in  ra te  of wages, 
p riva te  in dus try  genera lly  
t^nds to approx im ate  the same 
ra te  of wages.

The Roosevelt - W oodrum  
ed ic t is, there fore , a te rr ib le  
blow against the wage rates of 
sk illed  w orkers everyw here, d i­
re c tly , and in d ire c tly  aga inst 
the wage ra tes of a ll w orkers. 
Tha t is the trem endous s ig n if i­
cance of the f ig h t now being 
waged by the bu ild ing  trades 
unions— a fig h t to p revent the 
governm ent from  opening the 
sluice gates to w age-cutting, 
hour-increasing and mass f i r ­
ings on W .P.A. and p riva te  in ­
dustry  a like .

The action of the S ta lin is t youth o rgan iza tion ’s 
representatives on the resolutions dea ling  w ith  
"d ic ta to rs h ip "  a t the A m erican  Y outh Congress, 
o ffe rs a s ig n ifica n t com m enta ry  on the develop­
m ent of the C om m unist P a rty  line, and on po l­
itics  in  general.

The S ta lin is ts  began, a few years ago, to  deck 
them selves out in  "d e m o c ra tic ”  ga rm ents  fo r  a 
ve ry  de libera te  and w e ll-thought-ou t purpose. The 
w ild-eyed adven tu rism  of the “ T h ird  P e rio d ”  had 
ended in d isaster. The hope th a t fr ie n d ly  re la tions 
could be m a in ta ined  w ith  the H it le r  reg im e, on the 
basis of R ussia ’s (and the C om in te rn ’s) tra d it io n a l 
h o s tility  to the V ersa illes T re a ty , was speedily d is ­
pelled by the N az is ’ be llige ren t avowal o f designs 
upon Soviet te r r ito ry . W ith  the s ign ing  o f the 
F ranco-Soviet pact, the Seventh Congress o f the 
C om in tern  in  1935 decreed th a t henceforw ard  B o l­
shevism  was equ iva len t to support of class co l­
labo ra tion , a passionate a ttachm en t to "d em oc­
ra c y ”  and a ho ly w a r aga inst fasc ism .

How Serious the Change
V ir tu a lly  a t a stroke, the w orkers  were denied 

both th e ir independent and th e ir lead ing ro les and 
assigned the p a rt o f vo ting  and f ig h tin g  ca ttle  of 
the “ d e m o cra tic ”  bourgeoisie. The F rench  S ta lin ­
ists resurrected  Joan o f A rc  and B row der re -d is­
covered his ch ildhood a ff in ity  fo r George W ash­
ington, and Thom as Jefferson and th a t o ther G rea t 
A m erican , the F o u rth  o f Ju ly  sp ie le r. Com m unism  
became Tw entie th -C entu ry  A m erican ism , Roose­
ve lt the to rch-bearer o f P rogress, and a ll C.P. 
m em bers— vehem ent D em ocrats.

How was th is  d ra s tic  change o f po licy  ca rried  
through so eas ily  in the C.P.? In  the f i r s t  p lace, i f  
was not so easy. How m any m em bers q u it the 
p a rty  in  d isgust w ill not be known fo r a long tim e , 
because published figu res  are no t ye t ava ilab le . 
B u t i t  is no exaggera tion  to say th a t those m em ­
bers who did sw a llow  the new line  d id  so because 
i t  was w h ispe ring ly  exp la ined to them  th a t i t  was 
not to be taken seriously.

N ot to be taken seriously? E x a c tly . We don’t  be­
lieve in  th is “ dem ocracy”  s tu ff, i t  goes w ithou t 
saying, bu t i t  ought tc make us popu lar w ith  a lo t 
of people and gain us a la rge  num ber o f re c ru its  
and sym path izers. And, once we have won them  
on th a t basis, w hy, i t  should be a s im p le  m a tte r to 
teach them  tc be “ rea l re d s .”  A t the same tim e , i t  
w ill take the edge o ff bourgeois c r it ic is m  and a t­
tack, and enable us tc penetra te  in to  c irc les  th a t 
would otherw ise be closed tc us. O ur “ d e m o cra tic ”  
pretensions w il l  be, so tc say, the T ro ja n  horse 
w hich w il l  be innocen tly  a llowed to en ter in to  the 
ve ry  h e a rt of the masses and w ith in  w hich w il l  be 
concealed our “ re v o lu tio n a ry ”  ideas. Th is  is not 
fan tas tic  speculation; i t  is subs tan tia lly  how D im - 
it ro f f  outlined the s tra tegy  of the S ta lin is ts  a t the 
Seventh C .I. Congress; i t  is how i t  was expla ined 
fo r a long tim e , w ith  a know ing w ink, by ra n k  and 
f ile  com m unists.

A p a rt fro m  a ll o ther considerations, the m ain 
troub le  w ith  th is  cunning scheme was th a t i t  was 
conceived in v io la tion  of the laws of na tu re  and of 
po litics . No m a tte r how c lever and staunch its  
o rig ina to rs  m ay have thought them selves, no m a t­
te r how sure the sincere rank and f i le r  was th a t he 
would rem a in , in  his h e a rt o f hearts , a rea l revo lu ­
tio n is t and th a t he would “ come out w ith  i t ”  as 
soon the s itua tion  w arran ted  th ro w in g  o ff the 
shrewd disguise—the m urderous log ic of the posi­
tion  adopted developed w ith  fu l l  and pred ic tab le  
force.

Even though he s t i l l  believed he was p lay ing  an 
astute gam e, s t i l l  dece iv ing both the bourgeoisie 
and the p ro le ta r ia t, B row der le t m o re 'o f the ca t 
ou t of the bag than he thought when he te s tif ie d  be­
fore  the McNaboe inves tiga ting  com m ittee  in  New 
Y o rk . Quite r ig h tly  — a t least in  one sense — he 
pointed ou t th a t i t  is 'im possib le  to reconcile  the 
accusation of h idden re vo lu tio n a ry  a im s w ith  the 
fa c t tha t the people rec ru ited  by the C.P. now a­
days are won to its  fo ld  by the em phasis on cap­
ita l is t  D em ocracy and the need of p reserv ing  it .  
B u t he was r ig h t in  on ly one sense; and w rong in 
another, nam ely, in  th a t he secre tly  believes th a t 
i f  i t  is ever decided to m ake another “ le f t  tu rn ”  in 
po licy, a ll those rec ru ited  by the C.P. on the “ dem ­
o c ra t ic "  basis w ill s tr in g  along m ere ly  because 
B row de r's  apparatus so decrees.

The Logic of Politics
There is a log ic in  p o lit ic a l lines th a t no person, 

no m ovem ent can escape. Once the S ta lin is ts  took 
th e ir "d e m o c ra tic "  course, they were confronted 
w ith  such w idespread skep tic ism  tha t, ever since, 
they have had to spend m ost o f th e ir  tim e  going 
to the m ost ra d ica l extrem es in  o rder to prove 
th e ir " s in c e r ity .”  Where the o rd in a ry  bourgeois 
p o litic ian , fo r  exam ple, m e re ly  states his p a tr io t­
ism , the S ta lin is ts  fin d  them selves com pelled to 
sh riek  to the p itch  of b la ta n t chauv in ism . Where 
an o rd in a ry  bourgeois dem ocra t m e re ly  states, in  
a qu ie t and unostentatious m anner, th a t he is no t 
a be liever in  d ic ta to rsh ip  o r fasc ism , the S ta lin is ts  
are now com pelled to eat course a fte r course of 
c row  and even to denounce com m unism  and d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  in  the same breath  w ith  fasc ism  and 
Nazism .

T h a t’s the m eaning of the ignom in ious, se lf-hu­
m ilia tin g  posturing  of the S ta lin is ts  a t the A m e r­
ican Youth Congress. To prove th a t they were not 
reds, tha t they were b low n-in-the-bottle  dem ocrats, 
they were forced to vote fo r a reso lu tion  w hich, in 
sum and substance, places com m un ism  in  the 
same bag w ith  fasc ism . H it le r ’s reg im e, Musso­
l in i ’s reg im e, were denounced in  the same te rm s 
as S ta lin ’s reg im e and, fo r th a t m a tte r, the reg im e 
of Len in  in  the e a rly  years of the revo lu tion . F o r, 
as we understand it. in  those years a t least both 
Len in  and S ta lin  ca lled the Soviet repub lic  a d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t.

"B e  i t  resolved th a t th is  Congress o f youth 
record its opposition to a ll fo rm s  o f d ic ta to rsh ip , 
regardless of w hether they be com m un is t, fasc is t, 
Nazi o r any other type, or bear any o ther nam e .”  

T h a t’s the resolution G il Green, boss o f ths 
Young C om m unist League voted fo r. U nbe liev­
able? Yes, yes, but l ite ra lly  true  nonetheless. F a r 
more unbelievable is the fa c t th a t his o rganization 
s t i l l  bears the name "c o m m u n is t."

We have said fo r some tim e : There is nothing 
com m un is t about the C om m unist p a rty  except its  
name. How long w il l  we have to w a it before i t  be­
comes possible to drop those la s t th ree  words?


