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POWERS M O VE T O  BRINK OF W A R
Painters Oust 
C. P. Machine

Progressives Hit Weinstock Gang in Vital 
Spot by Trouncing Stalinist Candidate—  
Elect Stevens Secretary-Treasurer

■ <$>

COUNCILMEN IN 
ATTACK ON 
OTTO POPOVICH

Evade Needs of Job
less by Attacking 
U.P.W.U. Leader

Culminating a two years' organized struggle waged by 
progressives in their union, New York painters last Saturday 
dealt the Stalinist machine in control of D istrict Council 9 
a decisive blow by electing L. J. Stevens as Secretary-Treas
urer over the candidate supported by Louis Weinstock.

Stevens received 3,101 votes against 2,822 votes cast for 
M. Gainer, his Stalinist-backed opponent. Not even the at
tempt of one of their former stooges, one D. Pasini, to split 
the opposition vote by running on a third ticket, could save 
the wrecking crew's control. The th ird  candidate only polled 
514 votes. The progressives'“ 
also took four out o f the nine 
business agents' posts.
Whether all of the five busi
ness agents elected on the 
C P .’s so-called “ rank and file 
ticket”  w ill remain with them 
is problematical.

V ic to ry  Foreseen
The e lection o f Stevens was 

foreshadowed by the v ic to ry  of 
the progressives in  the p r im a r
ies, when they ca rr ie d  s ix  ou t 
of the ten locals and when 
Stevens fo r the second tim e  de
feated C hief C om m issar W ein
stock fo r the nom ina tion  in  his 
own loca l, No. 848, thus e lim in 
a ting  h im  fro m  the race. The 
progressive v ic to ry  is a ll the 
m ore im pressive  when i t  is  re 
ca lled th a t on ly  la s t year, the 
S ta lin is t m achine seemed to be 
im pregnab le , c a rry in g  its  com 
plete slate in  the elections a t 
th a t tim e .

I t  is im possib le  to exaggerate 
the im portance  of th is  defeat of 
the ru le -o r-ru in  boys. T ak ing  
ever a union com ple te ly  w ith 
out leadersh ip  a fte r the ousting 
o f the d iscred ited  and c o rru p t 
Zausner ad m in is tra tio n , the 
S ta lin is ts  had the com plete con
fidence o f the m em bersh ip .
They made them selves a t home 
in  the union as i f  they had 
owned i t  fo r decades. C ontro l o f 
jobs gave them  u n lim ite d  pos
s ib ilit ie s  to b u ild  up th e ir m a
chine to p roportions h ithe rto  
undream ed-of. F o r n e a rly  two 
years they ru led  unchallenged, 
despite m ism anagem ent, se ll
outs and treasu ry  ra ids.

A bout a year and a h a lf ago, 
a sm a ll group o f le ft w ingers 
in  the union, inc lud ing  fo rm e r 
m em bers of the C om m unist 
P a rty  disgusted w ith  its  degen
e ra tion , organized its e lf in to  
the “ P a in te rs  E duca tiona l So
c ie ty ."  The P.E.S. began a b a r
rage of te ch n ica lly  poor, but 
te x tu a lly  h igh ly  e ffective  le a f
lets aga inst the S ta lin is t union- 
w reckers. Its  prestige and 
forces grew  u n til i t  became a 
ra lly in g  po in t fo r  a ll opposition 
curren ts  in  the m em bership.

S hortly  before las t y e a r ’s 
elections, the P .E .S . forces 
were in s tru m e n ta l in o rgan iz
ing the broad opposition in to  an 
In te r-L o ca l Conference of P ro 
gressive P a in te rs  Clubs. I t  was 
under th a t banner th a t the suc
cessful f ig h t was ca rr ie d  on, 
cu lm in a tin g  in  la s t S a tu rd a y ’s 
v ic to ry . The T h irteen th  S treet 
G .P .U . d iscip les spared no 
fram e-ups, no te rro r is tic  m eth 
ods in  th e ir a ttacks aga inst the 
opposition. U p to the la s t m in 
ute they denounced the opposi
tion  as the hand iw ork  of the 
hated T ro tsky is ts . B u t a ll th e ir 
T ro tsky -b a itin g  d id not save 
them . The In te r-L o ca l com 
bined in  its  ranks a ll honest 

(Continued on Page 3)

75 Months of the New Deal

By M A R T IN  D A V E Y
M em bers o f the New Y o rk  

C ity  Council fro m  Queens 
launched a b itte r  a ttack  on 
Otto Popovich, a leader o f the 
Jam aica  U nem ployed and P ro 
je c t W orkers U nion, a t the June 
20 m eeting of the C ity  Council 
fo llow ing  gains made by the 
unem ployed union.

The U .P .W .U . had been 
fig h tin g  fo r the consideration of 
the cases o f 17 unem ployed 
w orkers. The Jam aica  re lie f 
bureau rebuffed  the union dele
gates w ith  m ore than typ ica l 
arrogance and cyn ic ism . As a 
resu lt the U .P .W .U . de term ined 
to p icke t the homes of a ll 
Queens C ouncilm en u n til the 
needy w orkers w ould be g ra n t
ed th e ir ju s t demands.

Bureau Changes Tone
The surprised “ representa

tives of the people" tr ie d  a t 
f irs t to evade the demands 
made by the mass dem onstra- 

(Contlnued on Page 3)

F.D.R. Trying to Save War Deal 
By Four Billion Dollar Program

To save the W ar D eal's “ new 
d e a l"  smoke-screen fro m  u tte r 
collapse, Roosevelt la s t week 
sent to Congress a $3,860,000,000 
pum p-p rim ing  proposal, in c o r
po ra ting  a num ber of obviously 
inadequate re lie f measures now 
pending in  Congress. A p p ro x i
m a te ly  $1,000,000,000 w il l  be 
spent fo r se lf-liqu ida ting  p ro j
ects du ring  the p res iden tia l 
e lection yea r of 1940, h a lf to se
cure the votes of the na tio n ’s 
d is illus ioned fa rm  and fa c to ry  
popula tion and the other ha lf 
to appease business.

The en tire  am ount is to be 
expended over a period of sev
en years—where i t  can a ttra c t 
p riva te  investm ent. The busi
ness index, i t  is now hoped, w ill

National Campaign Launched 
For Framed Du Quoin Miners

Defense Committee Seeks Pardon for Youths 
Arrested During Illinois Mine Strife

(Specia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
CHICAGO—The Du Quoin 

M iners  Defense C om m ittee has 
launched a na tiona l cam paign 
to ra lly  support behind e ffo rts  
to obta in  pardons fo r five  
youths im prisoned in  1933 on 
charges g row ing out o f the 
Southern I ll in o is  w a rfa re  be
tween the U n ited  M ine W orkers 
and the Progressive M ine 
W orkers.

Both unions are supporting 
the cam paign. Pres. R ay E d 
mondson of the U .M .W . in  I l 
lino is  and Pres. Dave R eid of 
the Progressives, m em bers of 
the executive board of the de
fense com m ittee , recently  
signed a jo in t pe tition  to Gov
ernor H orner asking fo r p a r
dons fo r the five  boys and as
suring  the G overnor th a t th e ir 
release w ould go fa r  tow ard

prom oting  harm ony among the 
Ill in o is  m iners.

The five  boys were convicted 
of f ir in g  the shot th a t fa ta lly  
wounded Laverne  M ille r , a 
schoo lg irl, du ring  s tree t f ig h t
ing between adherents of the 
r iv a l unions. They were g rille d , 
beaten, sh ifted fro m  ja i l  to ja il ,  
tr ied  before a ju ry  of fa rm e rs  
cn a change of venue, and sen
tenced, fo u r of them  to life  
te rm s, one to fo r ty  years.

O ver 200 labor organizations 
have sent G overnor H orner and 
the State Board of Pardons and 
Paroles resolutions or pe titions 
asking th a t the boys be freed. 
The com m ittee , w h ich  has o f
fices at Room  404, 549 R an
dolph St., Chicago, is headed by 
G e rry  A lla rd , cha irm an , and 
Loren N orm an, d irec to r.

continue on a steady upgrade, 
at least up to the 1940 elections.

The New Deal Congress, p u r
suing its  own pre-e lection 
spending d rive , added another 
$3,435,000,000 to the adm in istra-- 
tion p rog ram . A fte r abo lish ing 
in  its  tax  b il l  w ha t rem ained of 
the und is tribu ted  p ro fits  ta x — 
fo r the bene fit o f b ig business, 
i t  added $1,000,000,000 fo r 
“ s m a ll”  business, $300,000,000 
fo r a g ricu ltu re , a disputed 
$400,000,000 fo r river-and-har-; 
bor im provem ent, and re luc 
ta n tly  tossed in $1,735,000.000 
fo r  unem ploym ent “ re l ie f” .

Roosevelt’s P rog ram
The P res iden tia l p lan, p ro 

posed in le tte rs  to Senate and 
House leaders, covers fo u r gen
e ra l categories of loans: T rans
porta tion , $1,250,000,000; Pub
lic  W orks and Housing, 1,150,- 
000,000; A g ricu ltu re , $960,000,- 
000; and Fore ign  Loans. $500,- 
000,000.

S ign ifican t is the W ar D ea l’s 
preoccupation w ith  transpo rta 
tion, in v iew  of the s t i f f  opposi-' 
tion  to be expected on such un
popular proposals as to ll roads. 
F o r rap id  w a r-tim e  m ob iliza 
tion up-to-date ra il  and m otor 
roads are an absolute essential.

Th is m a jo r expenditure  is 
shrew dly underem phasized as 
such in the P res iden t’s le tte r, 
broken as i t  is in to  two parts  
and placed under the general 
heading “ Federa l W orks Agen
c y " .  $750,000,000 is a llo tted  fo r 
“ E xpress post roads: S e lf-liqu i
da ting  to ll roads, bridges, h igh
speed highways, and c ity  by
passes". $500,000,000 is handed 
to the heav ily  over-cap ita lized  
and v ir tu a lly  bankrup t ra i l 
roads fo r “ equ ipm ent” , on i r 
res is tib le  te rm s.

The h a lf-b illio n  d o lla r p ro v i
sion fo r loans to L a tin  A m e ri
can countries in de fau lt of 
debts, is to be used fo r “ devel
opm ent and reconstruction  p u r
poses in the fo re ign  co u n try ” , 
and should concre te ly  prom ote

“ o u r"  in terests w ith  the “ Good 
N e ighbo rs" concerned.

The $800,000.000 Housing a l
lo tm en t (see Page 4 fo r  a c r i t i 
cal analysis of New Deal Hous
in g ), comes ju s t in  tim e  to res
cue the U n ited  States Housing 
A u th o rity  fro m  lin g e rin g  death. 
W ith  nea rly  one-quarter o f the 
U .S .H .A .’s present bo rrow ing  
power frozen due to lack of 

-funds fo r low -ren t subsidies, the 
ad d ition a l app rop ria tion  is w e ll- 
tim e d  to set the wheels o f the 
New Deal "s lu m -c le a ra n ce ”  
fra u d  into action again. $350,- 
000,000, the sm a lles t a p p rop ria 
tion  lis ted in  the P res iden t’s 
le tte r, is s im ila r ly  ca lcu la ted to 
create ju s t enough a c tiv ity  in  
the fie ld  of P ub lic  W orks to es
tab lish  the necessary New Deal 

¿background fo r 1940.
The A m erican  fa rm  c ris is , 

;g ravest in  the w o rld  and incap 
able of ca p ita lis t so lution ex
cept by w ar, has again been 
¿successfully soft-pedalled. Con
gress has arranged to buy the 
surpluses and the votes of some 
fa rm e rs . F o r the others, the 
P res ident proposes th a t $460,- 
000,000 be spent fo r “ ru ra l e lec
tr if ic a t io n ” , to reach 1,250,000 
fam ilie s . These p o ve rty -s tr ic k 
en ru ra l fam ilie s , a lthough im 
pressionable as voters, w il l  
s t i l l,  when the seven-year p ro 
g ram  has f in a lly  been ca rr ie d  
out, find  them selves la rg e ly  un
able to purchase th is  service.

The rem a in ing  fa rm  p ro v i
sion o f the Roosevelt le tte r to 
Congress asks fo r  $500,000,000 
lo r  “ Expansion o f the se lf- liq u i
da ting  portion  of the p rog ram  
of the F a rm  S ecurity  A d m in is 
tra tio n . (Th is is) fo r  tenant 
fa rm  purchases, re h a b ilita tio n  
p rogram , loans fo r m in o r re 
pa irs , loans to rese ttlem ent co
operatives and loans fo r  w a te r 
fa c il it ie s .”  Th is can be likened 
to the F .H .A . plan fo r sm all- 
home owners, and is s im ila r ly  
incapable of im p ro v in g  the lot 
of those m ost in  need.

<$>

War Crisis 
Simmers on 
Europe and 
Asia Fronts

Sarajevo "Incidents" 
Mount with Awaited 
Summer Crisis

Th is  week m a rks  the ann i
ve rsa ry  o f Sarajevo—the lit t le -  
rem em bered inc iden t th a t 
touched o ff the tin d e r o f the 
boss w a r o f 1914-1918.

I t  is  s t i l l  five  weeks to the an
n ive rsa ry  o f the ac tua l out
break of hos tilitie s  25 years 
ago.

D u ring  those five  weeks i t  is 
qu ite  possible th a t the m asters 
who ru le  us w il l  send out the
m illio n s  o f us in  a ll lands to 
w rith e  and die in  another holo
caust no t o f ou r m aking .

U . S. N o t Im m une
And le t no one b u ry  h is head 

os trich -like  and th in k  th is  
coun try , under the leadersh ip  
of Roosevelt’s W ar D eal, w on ’t 
be plunged r ig h t in to  the con
f l ic t  when i t  comes.

L ike  the diseased body i t  is, 
the ca p ita lis t w o rld  is b reak ing  
out in to  ug ly  fla m in g  sores 
everyw here  — E th iop ia , Spain, 
A us tria , Czechoslovakia, China, 
M ongolia, Danzig, Poland—and 
we are p a rt, a b ig  p a rt of the 
w orld  and we can ’t  expect 
some m ira c le  to keep us im 
mune.

C ris is  in F u ll Swing
The expected sum m er c ris is  

is a lready in  fu l l  sw ing. Jap
an ’s o ffensive against B r ita in  
on the China coast was on ly  its  
opening phase. Open w a rfa re  
has been rag ing  fo r tw o m onths 
along the M anchukuo-M ongol- 
ian  fro n tie r— a continuation of 
the in te rm itte n t Soviet-Japan
ese w a r of the la s t s ix  years.

H it le r  has pu t 2,000,000 men 
under a rm s and his m in ions are 
try in g  to outshout, ou t-threaten 
the B r it is h  in  the hope of snag
g ing  D anzig  and the Polish 
C o rrid o r a t  the least possible 
cost. B u t w hatever the cost, 

(Continued on Page 3)

SWP Convention 
Opens Friday

Public Mass Meeting Will Open Convention 
Session with Party Leaders as Reporters—  
Lenthy Agenda Covers All Fields of Work

REVOLT AGAINST 
LEADERSHIP IN  
N.M.U. GROWS

Gulf Seamen Hit at 
Curran Bureaucracy 
In Autonomy Move

(B y  S ta f f  W r ite r )
N EW  Y O R K —In  the past 

few  days the N a tiona l M a r i
tim e  U nion has moved ra p id ly  
tow ard  com plete d is in tegra tion  
as a d ire c t consequence of re v 
e lations of o ff ic ia l rottenness 
th a t have exposed accused and 
accusers a like . The J e rry  K ing  
t r ia l  by the C urran-C om m unist 
P a rty  d ic ta to rsh ip  over the 
union has had s w ift a fte rm a th  
in d is illusioned reaction  fro m  
end to end of the union.

In  New Y o rk  itse lf, the p a rty  
stronghold  in  the N .M .U ., sea
men are ta k in g  the d ire c t m e th 
od o f f la t ly  re fus ing  to pay dues 
to an o ffic ia ld om  se lf-convicted 
of every  type of anti-un ion con
duct. Th is  spreading ta c tic  was 
g iven m a jo r s ign ificance by the 
unanim ous action  of the en tire  
crew s of the SS M anhattan , and 
SS W ashington, two o f the la r 
gest passenger ships in  the 
A m erican  com m erc ia l flee t. 
The seamen aboard tu rned 
thum bs down on the boarding 
union delegates.

(Continued, on Page 3)

Coughlin Followers Disrupt 
Meeting of 18,000 in N. Y.

A gang of C oughlin ’s fasc is t 
fo llow ers, shouting “ Social Jus
t ic e ”  slogans and heckling  the 
speaker, broke up a m eeting of 
i8,000 held in  Madison Square 
Garden las t Sunday under the 
auspices o f Jehovah’s W it
nesses, a re lig ious  c u lt aga inst 
organized re lig ion . The m eeting 
was lis ten ing  to ex-Judge Jo
seph R u the rfo rd  speak on 
“ Peace and G o ve rnm en t" when 
C oughlin ites began to heckle 
tiie  speaker, tu rn in g  the m eet
ing in to  a tu rm o il o f fis t- fig h ts .

Judge R u the rfo rd  brought 
the m ounting  fu ry  of the 
Coughlin Jioodlums to a c lim a x  
by assa iling the C atholic 
Church as a supporte r o f H it 
le r.

“ The C atho lic Church sup
ported H it le r . M usso lin i and 
F ranco in S pa in ,”  said R u the r
ford.

Darkening war-clouds in Europe and the Ear East which 
threaten to plunge the world into a catastrophe far more hor
rible than the plague of 1914-1918, give special symptomatic 
significance to the A nti-W ar Convention of the Socialist 
Workers Party which opens in New York City, Friday eve-

“ ning, June 30, 1939, at the 
Irv ing  Plaza Hall, 15th Street 
and Irv ing  Place.

Delegates from all parts of 
the country Ire arriv ing in 
the city, representing branches 
o f the Party from coast to 
coast, prepared to deliberate 
on the problems presented by 
the convention agenda in the 
light of the past period of ac
tiv ity in a variety of class 
struggles.

F irs t  Session P ub lic  
The f i r s t  session of the na

tio n a l convention w il l  be open 
!o the pub lic , ta k in g  p lace as 
a mass m eeting o f welcom e to 
the delegates. The keynote 
speech o f the convention, set
tin g  fo r th  the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  position on the w a r dan
ger, w il l  be de live red  by the 
re po rte r of the p a rty  P o lit ic a l 
C om m ittee , M ax Shachtm an, 
a t the F r id a y  evening mass 
m eeting in Ir v in g  P laza.

U nder the cha irm ansh ip  of 
Jam es P. Cannon, na tiona l sec
re ta ry  o f the p a rty , the m eet
ing w il l  fea tu re  a num ber of 
n a tiona lly  p rom inen t m ilita n ts  
a c tive ly  engaged in the m ove
m en t of the trade  unions and 
the unem ployed. V incen t R. 
Dunne, popu lar leader o f the 
m any team ste rs ’ ba ttles in 
M inneapolis, George C larke, 
fresh fro m  the auto w o rke rs ’ 
fro n t in  D e tro it, G len T rim b le , 
p a rty  o rgan izer in  C a lifo rn ia , 
Reuben P laske tt, Negro leader 
of N e w a rk ’s unem ployed who 
recen tly  made a d ra m a tic  run  
as S.W .P. candidate in  the loca l 
e lections, and N athan Gould, 
na tiona l secre ta ry  o f the Young 
People ’s S ocia lis t League (4th 
In te rn a tio n a l), w il l  be among 
the speakers th a t evening. 

Lengthy Agenda 
S a turday m orn ing  w il l  open 

up the re g u la r sessions o f the 
convention, w h ich  has before i t  
a lengthy agenda covering  a ll 
phases of the p a r ty ’s w ork  and 
its p ro g ra m  of action fo r  the 
com ing period.

F ir s t  on the order of the day 
w il l  be a repo rt and discussion 
of the p o lit ica l s itua tion  in  the 
U nited States, to be fo llow ed by 
a re p o rt on the p repa ra tion  of 
the p a rty  fo r the strugg le  
aga inst w ar, both before and 
a fte r i t  breaks out.

T rade U nion W ork 
O ther points on the agenda 

include the trade  union w ork, 
the w o rk  among the unem 
ployed. the question o f the 
press—under w h ich  heading 
w ill be discussed plans fo r  con
ve rtin g  the Socia lis t Appeal in 
to a three-tim es-a-week paper— 
a p rog ram  o f action  fo r  the 
p a rty , to inc lude a com prehen
sive plan fo r bu ild ing  up the 
p a rty  th roughou t the coun try  
by means o f a s ta ff o f o rgan 
izers, na tiona l speaking tours, 
a series of popu lar pam phlets 
fo r mass d is tr ib u tio n , etc.

P rom inen t on thd  agenda is 
the question o f o rgan iz ing  the 
strugg le  aga inst fasc ism  by 

(Continued on Page 2)

Several Hurt in Fracas— Increasing Bold
ness of Fascists Is Menace to Labor

"Y o u ’re a l ia r , "  a Coughlin- 
ite  shouted.

R otten eggs and soda bottles 
hu rtle d  tow ard  the p la tfo rm . 
F is ts  and canes swung and the 
ba ttle  began.

There is no doubt th a t the 
Coughlin ites came to the m eet
ing a ll p repared to d is ru p t and 
break i t  up. In  the fracas  th a t 
fo llow ed, m any people were in 
ju red , eight h u rt qu ite  serious
ly .

Th is action by the C oughlin
ites is sym p tom a tic  of th e ir  in 
creasing boldness in  the use of 
d ire c t action methods. Labo r 
o rganizations, can nex t expect 
to receive the b ru n t o f th is  te r 
ro r is t ic  fasc is t cam paign in  the 
com ing period. The only an
sw er is the defense o f the w o rk 
e rs ’ dem ocra tic  righ ts , the de
fense of th e ir m eetings by the 
organized strength  o f W orke rs ’ 
Defense G uards.



S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L F R ID A Y , JU N E  30, 1939

Anti-W ar Convention Problems Under Discussion
On Making the Appeal a 
Paper fo r the Masses

By B. J. WIDICK 
The U nited P rogressive F u r

r ie rs  of New Y o rk  recen tly  pu t 
the S ta lin is t adm in is tra tio n  of 
the In te rn a tio n a l F u r W orkers 
U nion on the spot w ith  an open 
le tte r to Ben Gold, S ta lin is t 
president of the in te rna tiona l.

“ We are approaching a lready 
the m idd le  of June but thous
ands of us are s t i l l  crow d ing  the 
sidew alks of the fu r  m a rke t— 
hungry , tired  and w o rr ie d ."  
(lie le tte r points out.

“ The convention o f our union 
in A tla n tic  C ity  had the task of 
so lv ing p a rt ly  these prob lem s, 
but the leadership of the Jo in t 
Council fo rgo t a ll about the su f
fe rings  of the fu r  w o rk e rs ,"  the 
le tte r accuses. I t  continues: 

“ You, M r. P resident, have 
contribu ted  a g rea t deal 
tow ards th is  present condition 
by s t ir r in g  up one p a rt o f the 
w orkers aga inst another. Since 
you came back fro m  the con
vention  a whole set o f schemes 
and m aneuvers, were p u t in to  
m otion  in o rde r to w h ip  the 
w orkers in  line  a g a in .”

“ You were convinced th rough 
tne open fo rum s th a t the unem 
ployed m ean business, and 
have there fo re  advised the 
leadership o f the Jo in t Council 
to rush th rough  the convention 
decisions a t the loca l m eetings. 
You made your p lan  so th a t 
on ly few  w orkers  should attend 
loca l m eetings.”

Silence Critics
‘ ‘N ever in  the h is to ry  of our 

union were there any k ind  of 
m eetings held on ho lidays. W ill 
you please te ll us M r. P res i
dent, w hy a ll the fou r local 
m eetings were held on the two 
n igh ts of the Jew ish ho liday, 
‘Shevuoth?’ . . . Can you te ll us 
w hy the la rges t local of our 
jo in t council, the O perators, 
w ith  a m em bersh ip  o f nea rly  
5,000 was assigned to m eet in 
a ha ll th a t takes on ly about 
300? D oesn 't tha t prove tha t 
you were not in terested to have 
the fu r r ie rs  make an 'honest de
c is ion? ”

“ A t the local meetings we 
found out th a t one of your de
cisions a t the convention is to 
silence those who dare c ritic ize  
you and your friends. You ca ll 
i t  dem ocra tiza tion  of the con
s titu t io n .’ You w ant everyone 
in  our union to bow to the b u r
eaucracy. You w an t us to close 
our eyes and shut our mouths 
to the so-called v ic to ry  of te m 
po ra ry  jobs, p e rm its  fo r le a rn 
ers, pe rm its  fo r  over-tim e , in 
hum an speed-up, c lique ru le  in 
the shop, p a rty  dom ina tion  in 
the union, dishonest elections, 
squandering of union money, 
co llabora tion  w ith  the bosses to 
the ex ten t of ob ta in ing  thous
ands of do lla rs  in loans fro m  
th e m :”

“ T h a t is w hat you ca ll de
m ocracy. B u t te ll us please, 
M r. P resident, i f  you were a 
rank  and f i le r  today, would you 
also to le ra te  such conditions 
and accept in good fa ith  such 
convention decisions?”

“ Please be honest about it. 
M r. President., you know tha t 
the w orkers are d issa tis fied  
w ith  the leadership in the Jo in t 
Council. You know th a t people 
in  the labor m ovem ent have no 
use fo r to ta lita r ia n  reg im es ev
en though they are covered by 
so-called united fron ts  such as 
you c la im  to have in  our union. 
A re n ’t  you ashamed to speak of 
ru les and constitu tions, when 
the en tire  h is to ry  of your fig h t 
fo r power has shown a sneer
ing a ttitude  and fu ll d isregard  
fo r the un ion ’s constitu tion?

“ You have spoken a t the lo 
cal m eeting of the cu tte rs. You 
jum ped and cursed everyone 
th a t disagreed w ith  you, but 
you m ust a d m it you m e t w ith  
no success. . . Then your lie u 
tenants tr ia d  hard to fo llow  the 
footsteps of the ’L e a d e r’ . They 
even tr ie d  to outdo you in  dem 
agogy. but the resu lt was the 
sam e.”

“ O f course we a d m it one 
th ing . You people know the 
gam e — you dragged ou t the 
m eetings w ith  meaningless 
speeches u n til the m a jo r ity  of 
those present le ft in  disgust. 
Then w ith  your own boys le ft, 
you were able to take a ‘peo-J 
p ies ’ vote and pass a ll d e c i-1 
sions ‘o ve rw h e lm in g ly ’ w ith  a 
few  hundred votes fro m  a ll o f 
the fou r locals fo r the en tire  
m em bersh ip  of 15.000. Is  th is 
dem ocracy?”

Why No Referendum?
“ B u t w ha t about our proposal 

to p u t the convention decisions 
to a re ferendum ? D on’t  you

S TA T E M E N T  ON T H E  SO
C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  B Y  TH E

AKR O N  BRAN CH
The issuance of the Socia list 

Appeal as a tw ice  w eekly was 
a g rea t step fo rw a rd  tow ard  
the w inn ing  of the masses by 
our m ovem ent. O ur paper, 
however, is s t i l l  fa r  fro m  being 
a mass organ. The changes 
th a t were made in  the paper a t 
the tim e  o f its  becom ing a 
tw ice  w eekly were fo r  the m ost 
p a rt re g u la to ry  and techn ica l: 
the content, s ty le , and make-up 
—in  sum , the whole approach— 
rem a in  too m uch the same.

O ur paper is s t i l l  too m uch 
a propaganda ra th e r than a 
mass organ. I t  is s t i l l  too aca
dem ic In its  approach: i t  is not 
ag ita tiona l enough. The a ve r
age w o rke r finds  the paper d i f 
f ic u lt. We tend to underesti
m ate th is  d if f ic u lty  because of 
our co m p a ra tive ly  long expe ri
ence in  po litics , bu t i t  is never
theless a fa c t. O ur experience 
in  A kron , and in  the Ohio- 
M ich igan  in d u s tr ia l area gen
e ra lly , con firm s th is.

G etting  to Masses 
A change in the Socia list A p 

peal along the lines w hich we 
shall ind ica te  would, in  our 
opinion, re su lt sh o rtly  in  our 
g rea te r penetra tion in to  the 
masses and the consequent ex
tension of our in fluence. In  the 
process the Appeal fin a n c ia l 
c ris is , w h ich  we are now t r y 
ing to solve in an o rgan iza tion 
al way through the c ircu la tio n  
departm ent, would in good p a rt 
be a llev ia ted  in  the best w ay— 
through the w orkers ac tua lly  
looking fo rw a rd  to our paper as 
they do th e ir evening bourgeois 
jo u rn a l and continu ing  to buy i t  
and boost i t  them selves.

E xa m in in g  the Appeal fro m  
th is po in t of v iew , then, the 
A kron branch would like  to 
make the fo llow ing  sugges
tions:

<1) The stories should be 
shortened. We con tinua lly  get 
com pla in ts fro m  w orkers  th a t 
the stories are too long. Since 
m uch of our present m em ber
ship has come to the position 
of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
through a period of ideological 
c la r if ic a tio n  gained ch ie fly  
th rough in tensive reading d u r
ing the tim e  th a t we have re 
m ained la rg e ly  a propaganda 
group, there is a tendency on 
the p a rt of some of us to 
underestim ate the d iff ic u lty  
w hich ju s t p la in  length imposes 
upon the average w orker. And 
fro m  our own experience, even 
old p a rty  m ilita n ts  take a deep 
breath before ju m p ing  in to an 
in te rm inab le  s to ry  th a t con tin 
ues fo r co lum n a fte r colum n.

Stories should be broken up 
into several parts , i f  necessary, 
and spread through the page. 
The background can be pu t in  
one s to ry , the role of the C.P. 
in a box close to the m ain  
s to ry , a fea ture  h ig h lig h t in  a 
sm a ll box inserted in the s to ry , 
etc.

The s to ry  should be continued 
qu ick ly  so th a t the fro n t page, 
w h ich  should be snappy, fil le d  
w ith  parag raph  squibs, short 
news item s, and fea ture  mate- 
l ia l ,  w il l  not be so solid. R e
cent issues of the Appeal have 
averaged around e igh t stories 
per issue on the fro n t page. 
T ha t is ju s t too much to h u r
dle. We can learn  fro m  the 
bourgeois newspapers in th is  
respect. T h e ir stories are short, 
snappy, and w ith in  the lim its  
of th e ir ideology, punchy.

One th ing  th a t we should re 
m em ber is th is : You don’t 
have to exp la in  eve ry th ing  
every tim e . There should be 
m ore sloganizing, less long- 
w inded exp la in ing .

S im ple Stories
(2) Stories should be s im p li

fied. The stories, we hear again 
and again fro m  w orkers in  the 
shops, are too com plex. The 
paragraphs and sentences are 
too long, the words are too big. 
In  th is  connection i t  m ig h t be 
w e ll to have a sty le  sheet fo r 
the Appeal ju s t as bourgeois 
papers do, in o rder th a t the 
w rit in g  m ig h t be standardized 
in  the m ost e ffec tive  sty le. 
Here. too. i t  should be rem em 
bered, i t  is a question not only 
of the w o rke r's  re la tiv e ly  low

th in k . M r. P resident, th a t such 
im p o rta n t decisions as elections 
once in  two years to w hich the 
m em bersh ip  obligates its e lf to 
provide people w ith  tw o ye a rs ’ 
pay and vacations, and the 
board ing of the lea therw orkers  
in the house of the fu r  w orkers 
w hich w il l  invo lve  us in  new 
expenses w ith  possible ju r is d ic 
tiona l fr ic t io n  in the fu tu re . And 
las t bu t not least, the s ilencing  
of the c r it ic s . T h a t a ll these are 
im p o rta n t enough to be decided 
by a ll the fu r  w orkers and not 
by a hand fu l of those present 
a t the loca l m eetings?”

c u ltu ra l leve l, bu t of the con
d ition ing  he has received fro m  
reading popu lar bourgeois and 
labor papers. We should take 
th is  cond ition ing  in to accoun t 
and adapt our sty le to w ha t he 
has been accustom ed to. And 
one of the f ir s t  th ings to be 
done is to shorten the pa ra 
graphs, sentences, and words.

Because i t  has become so 
m uch a p a rt of us, we are 
som etim es not aware how 
m uch re vo lu tiona ry  ja rgon  we 
em ploy in our press, and ju s t 
how m uch o f i t  is incom prehen
sible to the average w ork ing  
s tiff .  I t  is a fa c t th a t to a large 
num ber of m ili ta n t w orkers, 
representing s tra ta  th a t have 
been touched by no w ork ing  
class p a rty  such expressions as 
“ bourgeois ie ,”  “ C. P ..”  “ im 
p e ria lis t w a r,”  “ class con
sc ious,”  ‘ bu re a u c ra t,”  “ class- 
co llabo ra tion ,”  “ dem agogy,”  
“ m aneuve r,”  e tc., etc., have 
c ith e r no m eaning a t a ll o r else 
a ve ry  fuzzy one. W hile recog
n iz ing th a t these words have a 
h is to rica l ju s tif ic a tio n  and a 
h is to rica l necessity and th a t 
they are im p o rta n t weapons in 
our in te rven tion  in  the class 
strugg le , we m ust be care fu l 
not to le t them  become easy 
substitu tes fo r  ca re fu l exp lana
tion , s im p le  te rm s, and fresh 
approaches to old problem s.

“ Speak A m e rica n ”
L inked w ith  th is  p rob lem  is 

our notable fa ilu re —b a rrin g  
ce rta in  happy exceptions — to 
speak, A m erican . We do not 
speak E ng lish  as she is spoke. 
Jud ic ious use should be made 
of such na tive  expressions as 
“ going to to w n ."  “ ge tting  to 
f i r s t  base," “ on the m a ke ." 
“ m uscling  in ,”  ’ ange l,”  “ c a r
ry in g  the b a ll,”  “ the razzber- 
r y , ”  “ p u tting  h im  on the spot,”  
etc. Th is approach could be es
pec ia lly  w e ll used in the c a r
toons.

Fore ign  phenomena should 
be presented in  the closest 
analogous A m erican  te rm s. In  
th is respect K r iv its k y ’s a rtic les  
in the Saturday E ven ing  Post 
give some exce llen t pointers on 
how to exp la in  the Russian s it
uation. Expressions such as 
“ the Len ingrad m ach ine ,”  “ the 
p a rty  bosses," and "p a tro n 
age.’ fo r exam ple, exp la in  
m ore than the o rd in a ry  de
ta iled  exposition does in m any 
m ore words.

In  much of our m a te ria l—es
pec ia lly  the fea tu re  s tu ff—there 
is not enough illu s tra t iv e  m a
te r ia l. not enough analogies, 
not enough s im p le  com parisons 
to m ake c lea r and c linch  our 
theore tica l points. Of our w r it 
ers. B il l  M organ does the best 
job  in th is  respect. We can 
learn here, fo r instance, from  
the popu lar technique of Oscar 
A m eringe r and the homespun 
s ty le  of the ea rly  A m erican  so
c ia lis t m ovem ent.

By and About W orkers
As fa r  as the Appeal is con

cerned. the A m erican  w orker 
is an abstraction , upon whom 
we peer ben ignan tly  fro m  our 
ae ria l theore tica l heights. B u t 
of the actua l w o rke r—w hat he ’s 
th ink ing , w hat he ’s sore about, 
w ha t he's doing in  the shop, 
w ha t his w ife  has to say about 
the whole business, w ha t he 
said to the re lie f inves tiga to r, 
w hat the fo rem an said to h im  
and w hat he said to the fo re 
man. w ha t happened d u ring  the 
last s tr ik e —lit t le  of th is  ap
pears in  our press.

We need m ore stories about 
w o rke rs—and m ore stories by 
w orkers. By hav ing  them  we 
w ill be be tter able to gauge the 
tem per of the masses, and the 
masses w il l  begin to read us 
and to be influenced by us. One 
has on ly to reca ll how Plechan- 
ov and Len in  in ex ile  pounced 
upon every bona fide w orke r of 
w hatever level of developm ent 
who came abroad and how they 
questioned h im , dra ined h im  of 
in fo rm a tion . We should do the 
same fo r the Appeal.

S.W.P. CONVENTION  
OPENS FRIDAY

(Continued fro m  Page 11
bu ild ing  up a m ovem ent fo r 
W orke rs ’ Defense G u a r d s  
aga inst the reac tiona ry  m ob
sters. O ther points scheduled 
fo r discussion include the Ne
gro question in  the U n ited  
States, the developm ent o f the 
w orld  m ovem ent of the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, the w ork among 
the youth, and o ther urgent- 
m a tte rs  w hich have a lready 
fo rm ed the basis fo r  an exten
sive discussion in  the ranks of 
the p a rty  m em bersh ip  before 
the convention.

F o llow ing  the mass m eeting 
on F r id a y , sessions o f the con
vention  w il l  be open on ly  to 
m em bers of the P a rty  and the 
Y .P .S .L .

A PROPOSED 
REVISION OF 
SECTION EIGHT

By D O N ALD  B E R G N E R
Section 8 of the P o lit ic a l Res

o lu tion  should be m ore con
crete . I t  is not su ffic ie n t to re 
peat our position aga inst im 
p e ria lism . The f ir s t  two points 
below are concre tiza tions; the 
th ird  po in t deals w ith  the 
prob lem  raised by com rade 
Green's am endm ent (Appeal: 
June 20).

1. The P a rty  should conduct
a cam paign fo r the im m ed ia te  
independence of Puerto  R ico 
and the other colonies. We m ust 
expose the h yp o c ritica l p ra t- 
ings of our im p e ria lis ts , as our 
F rench  com rades have been 
doing, by spreading the tru th  
about th e ir b ru ta l exp lo ita tion  
of the co lon ia l peoples. When 
the soc ia l-pa trio ts  sh riek  about 
“ Poor l it t le  C zechoslovakia" 
we m ust teach the w orkers to 
answ er: “ And w ha t about
Puerto  R ico? ”  N ot only our 
du ty as the re vo lu tiona ry  op
position in the homeland of the 
im p e ria lis t exp lo ite r is in 
volved here, bu t also our e ffec
tiveness in com bating the j in 
goes and super-patrio ts .

Our R esponsib ility
2. Pedro A lb izu Campos and 

other Puerto  R ican a n ti- im p e ri
a lis ts  are ro ttin g  in the Federal 
P en iten tia ry . Not in some fa r- 
o ff coun try  in South Am erica  
bu t r ig h t here in the U nited 
States. They are in  ja i l  fo r “ se
d it io n "  aga inst the W all S treet 
governm ent. The f ig h t fo r the ir 
release is our respons ib ility , it 
cannot be confined to occasion
al m ention in the Appeal, nor 
is i t  p r im a r i ly  the task of our 
sections in L a tin  A m erica . I t  
is our w ork, here. We m ust 
take the lead in a cam paign fo r 
th e ir im m ed ia te  release, asking 
such groups as the A m erican 
Fund, labor unions and L a tin  
A m erican  organizations to take 
an active  p a rt in it.

3. Our propaganda m ust 
make i t  c lea r th a t we are op
posed to a ll im p e ria lis t oppres
sion in L a tin  A m erica . B u t tha t 
is not enough. Our m ain enemy 
is s ti l l  “ at hom e ." T ha t is, as 
the U. S. section of the 4th In 
te rna tiona l our ag ita tiona l task 
is to expose and defeat the 
m achinations of U. S. im p e ria l
ism . F u rth e rm o re  i t  m ust be 
pointed out th a t where Nazi 
fasc ism  comes to L a tin  A m e ri
ca i t  finds much of its  w ork 
(from  the “ id e o log ica l" po in t 
of v iew  of m ak ing  the people 
accustom ed to d ic ta to rsh ip ) 
a lready accom plished by the 
Yankee im p e ria lis ts  and the ir 
na tive  tools. And in m ost of 
L a tin  A m erica  i t  is U . S. im 
p e ria lism  th a t is the m ain ene
m y. B u t L a tin  A m erica  is not 
one country^ The re la tionsh ip  
between our broad, general 
propaganda and the ag ita tiona l 
necessities va ries  in  d iffe re n t 
countries and s ituations. A g ita 
tion  “ A ga inst Yankee, G erm an 
and B ritis h  Im p e r ia lis m ,”  
w h ile  co rrec t at present in  Bo
liv ia . would be lud icrous in 
Puerto R ico.

Illinois Jobless 
Back Yipsel 
Job Campaign

CHICAGO—A rea l im pe
tus has been g iven the Jobs 
fo r Y outh C am paign by the 
endorsem ent of the House of 
Delegates o f the Ill in o is  
W orkers A lliance , leading 
body of the unem ployed o r
ganization in Chicago. The 
I.W .A . has taken upon itse lf 
the task of popu lariz ing  the 
cam paign among its  m em 
bers and the unem ployed in  
general. 40 pe tition  blanks 
were taken by the delegates 
to have f il le d  ou t by the A l
liance locals, as a s ta rte r.

The backing of the I.W .A . 
w hich has 12 branches in 
Chicago m arks  a substantia l 
gain fo r the Jobs Cam paign.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A C O M R AD E w anted to share 

an apa rtm en t du ring  sum 
m er. A ll im provem ents. Rea
sonable p rice . In q u ire  244 E. 
13th St. Apt. 27.

C AM P S EVEN  OAKS. Eaten- 
town, N. J. Tennis, sw im 
m ing , ping-pong. P lum b ing . 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
Car leaves every  F r id a y  at 
7 p .m . fro m  58 E . 4th St. to 
Camp. Make reservations, 
please! You m ay also p itch 
your ten t a t Seven Oaks. We 
equip i t  and you can have 
use of Camp K itchen . $20 fo r 
the sum m er. Phone: Eaten- 
tow n 515.
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W ho Is Coughlin, 
W hat Is His Program, 
How Did He Rise?
------------------------------  By JOSEPH H A N S E N ___________________

IN S T A L L M E N T  V I

Who Is Behind Father Coughlin?
What Father Coughlin's secret files at the Shrine o f the 

Little Flower would reveal as to his financial backers can 
only be imagined.

H itle r’s movement, when it was in the same stage as 
Father Coughlin’s, was secretly backed by powerful finan
cial interests— the steel magnate Thyssen and other power
ful German capitalists.

Occasionally Coughlin w ill mention certain capitalists 
favorably in his radio broadcasts— Henry Ford, Walter P.
C hrysler, James Rand. Father Coughlin stayed at the San 
Simeon ranch o f W illiam  Randolph Hearst while on a 
visit to California. Mr. G. A. Richards, president o f W JR 
is a generous financial backer mentioned by Coughlin. He 
mentions too in one of his broadcasts ( Father Charles E. 
Coughlin, an official biography, p. 107.) the visit of Harris 
and LeBlanc to his shrine for intimate conversations, Rob
ert M. Harris of the New York Cotton Exchange— a 
southern bourbon well-known as a cotton and silver specu
lator, and George LeBlanc described by Coughlin as “ per
haps the world's foremost gold trader”  (an international 
banker! ).

The forces in Coughlin’s financial background are as 
sinister as the forces that directed the breaking of the L it 
tle Steel Strike.

Coughlin's Program and the Fascist Program
Coughlin’s program as it now stands bears a remarkable 

resemblance to the programs o f fascism and Nazism when 
they were at a similar stage.

Coughlin appeals to the dissatisfied and restless unem
ployed workers and youth, and the farmers and small 
merchants who are facing bankruptcy.

H itler directed his appeals to the same sections of the 
population.

Mussolini built his movement from similar ranks.
Coughlin, like his predecessors proposes a "just and liv 

ing annual wage,”  “ cost of production plus a fa ir profit to 
the farmer.”  etc. He attacks democratic capitalism just as 
Mussolini and H itle r did, and attacks it contemptuously.

He proposes "revolution”  as they did, the use o f force. 
He attacks the failure o f the New Deal to solve unemploy
ment. He attacks its war program.

Coughlin is attempting to divert these revolutionary lay
ers of the oppressed masses, just as Mussolini and H itler 
before him did, from striking at the very heart and core of 
the system that produces unemployment. He turns their 
rage against the “ international bankers,”  the “ Jews,”  the 
"money system.”  He proposes economic reforms chiefly in 
the realms of banking and currency. In this way, like Mus
solini and H itler, he attempts to dissipate the revolutionary 
energy of the masses against bundles of painted straw.

To the capitalists he makes clear exactly where he stands 
by expressing his devotion to capitalism and the private 
ownership o f property. For certain public necessities and 
natural resources he advocates nationalization; but he em
phasizes that he doesn’t want nationalization o f industry.

Some of H itle r’s most prominent demands make inter
esting reading beside Coughlin’s. The Nazi platform for 
instance called for “ abolition of the domination of inter
est,”  “ the complete confiscation of all war profits,”  and 
"participation in the profits o f large concerns.”

These demands, of course, were N E V E R  carried out.
“ P ra c tic a lly  a ll the s ixteen p rinc ip les  of social jus tice  

are being pu t in to  p ractice  in  I ta ly  and G e rm a n y .”  (Social 
Justice, F e b ru a ry  13, 1939, p. 7.)

Let that statement of Coughlin’s burn like fire on vour 
memory!

And we might remind the lieutenants o f Father Cough
lin, that the secondary leaders in H itle r’s organization who 
insisted on carrying out the Nazi program were "purged”  
in a ghastly blood bath.

When fascism marches into power it smashes the trade 
unions, arrests the regularly-elected leaders and appoints 
fascist chiefs in their place who dictate the new rules and 
regulations. They confiscate the union treasury.

They confiscate the savings accounts and the insurance 
o f the workers, if  they have any.

They build barbed wire concentration camps and herd 
the unemployed inside at bayonet point.

They spread the industrial spy system throughout every 
city, town, and hamlet o f the entire nation and intensify 
its grip a thousandfold.

Libraries are burned. Schools are shut down. Hours 
are lengthened. Wages are slashed. The speed-up is 
whipped up to new heights. Terror and torture are turned 
loose. The streets flow with blood. Strikes are punished 
with death. Racial minorities such as the Jews and the 
Negroes are nailed to the cross.

Fascism is hell for the workers and the unemployed. 
But it saves the profits o f the small handful of capitalists 
who control the nation’s wealth. And some obscure figure 
becomes the all-powerful dictator of the nation’s fate.

To many good-hearted people it seems impossible that 
fascism could come to the United States.

But it is impossible to wish away 17,000,000 unem
ployed.

I t  is impossible to wish away the dizzy downward 
plunge of the rate o f capitalist profit since 1929.

And it is impossible to wish away the storm-troopers

T H E  BRAN CH ES COME 
TH R O U G H :

"E nc losed  fin d  a m oney o r
der fo r $20.25—$10.00 on our 
Appeal account and the balance 
fo r new subscrip tions .” —S. R. 
Chicago lite ra tu re -agen t.

"E nc losed  fin d  $14.00 to pay 
up on our account and $5.00 in 
advance.” —E. W ashburn. St. 
Louis Appeal agent.

RESULTS O F R E N E W A L
The cam paign to obta in  re 

newal subscrip tions fro m  our 
readers who, fo r one rea
son or another, had fa ile d  to 
continue th e ir subscrip tions has 
been com pleted.

W hile the resu lts were no t to

cu r expectations, nevertheless, 
some branches d id a sp lendid  
job and accom plished m ore 
than th e ir share.

S lig h tly  over 100 renew al 
subs were obtained in  a l it t le  
over one m onth 's  tim e . The 
outstanding branches were 
M inneapolis, w ith  29 renew al 
subs; New Y o rk  C ity , 17; Bos
ton, 7; P h ilade lph ia , 8.

M inneapo lis  eas ily  did the 
best job, w ith  Boston and P h il
adelphia next.

*  *  •

N O T IC E : Please m ake a ll 
checks, money o rders, etc. pay
able to the SO C IALIST A P 
P E A L . Do not m ake them  ont 
to the ed ito r o r m anager. K in d 
ly  adhere to th is  request.

C. P. Leadership of Bedding 
Local 140 Persecutes Critic

Answer Joe Kitain's Charge of Union Mis
rule by Deliberate Hounding Campaign

The C om m unist P a rty  c lique 
runn ing  Bedding Loca l 140 has 
been persecuting a w orke r, Jo 
seph K ita in , ever since he 
opened his m outh and dared 
to oppose the c o rru p t acts of 
the a d m in is tra tion .

Joseph M agliacano, the sec
re ta ry -tre a su re r, even w ent so 
fa r  as to phys ica lly  assault 
K ita in .

K ita in  exposed d ifferences in 
wage scales, the leaving  of 
p rices and conditions to a 
“ m ed ia tion  b oa rd .”  fa v o r it is m  
lo r  C. P. m em bers, non-exis
tence of “ equal d iv is ion  of 
w o rk .”  e xo rb ita n t dues, and 
the lack  of representa tion  fo r 
the sp ring  m akers, who n u m er
ic a lly  make up 45% of the 
m em bersh ip .

D on’t  Answ er Charges 
Instead of re p ly in g  to K it-  

a in 's  charges, the o ffice rs , Jo
seph M agliacano, A lex S irota, 
and Sol K ita in , in  the usual 
m anner, ca lled Joe K ita in  a 
T ro tsky ite  d is rup te r.

I t  m ay be in te res ting  to note 
th a t M agliocano was never a 
bedding w orke r, bu t is a b a r
ber. He was not able to do his 
S ta lin is t d ir ty  w o rk  in  the b a r
ber's  union, so he was im p o r
ted by the C.P. in to  Bedding 
Local 140, where he im m ed ia te 
ly  became an o ffice r, co n tra ry  
to the by-laws.

The C. P. leadersh ip , as they 
do in  every union they contro l, 
cu t of the union funds pa id  in  
by the sweat of the w orkers, 
proposed con tribu tions  to th e ir 
S ta lin is t puppet organizations, 
such as the A m erican  League 
fo r Peace and D em ocracy. 
They o ff ic ia lly  sponsored and 
put pressure on the m em ber
ship to purchase fake  ra ffle s  
en titled  “ Proceeds—F o r Sup
p o rt of Labo r Newspapers and 
Labo r Schools” —w hich  “ la b o r”  
newspapers and schools m ust 
have been the D a ily  W orker 
and the C. P. W orkers School, 
fo r there never was any d ra w 
ing of the ra ffle  and no one 
ever reported  w ha t was done 
w ith  the hundreds of do lla rs  
th a t were collected.

Fear Opposition 
A lthough Joe K ita in  was on ly

a re la tiv e ly  new m em ber, he 
ran  fo r the E xecu tive  B oard  
and received a vote th a t 
amounted to 25% of S iro ta ’s, 
who received the b iggest vote. 
The polls and count were of 
course con tro lled  e n tire ly  by 
the C. P. adm in is tra tio n . A de
m and fo r vo ting  m achines was 
re jected by the a d m in is tra tion .

The co n tro llin g  c lique, seeing 
the g row th  of the opposition 
around Joe K ita in , de term ined, 
at any cost, to get r id  of h im . 
H is life  was made m iserab le  in 
the shop and he was p h ys ica lly  
threatened m any tim es. H is fe l
low  w orkers were in tim id a te d  
and were a fra id  to ta lk  to h im . 
False charges were fra m e d  
against h im .

By crooked m anipu la tions, 
they tr ie d  to fo rce  h im  to take 
a low-paid s tre tc h e r ’s job , bu t 
he refused. He was fined la rge  
sums a num ber o f tim es. A fte r 
a long tim e , he was suspended 
fo r a m onth, and then in  an i l 
legal “ t r ia l ”  w ithou t any spec
ifica tio n  of charges, he was 
“ expe lled ”  by the executive 
board. He was deprived of his 
job and his live lihood  w ithou t 
a hearing  before the m em ber
ship and was obliged to eke out 
o. subsistence fro m  unem ploy
m ent insurance. In  ty p ic a l M os
cow fashion, Joseph M aim an, 
a m em ber who supported K it 
a in ’s f ig h t fo r bread and bu tte r, 
was forced to confess and re 
pent his sins in  a le tte r pub
lished June 3, 1939, in the F u r 
n itu re  W orkers Press.

Consent to H earing
B u t Joe K ita in  did no t sleep. 

He im m e d ia te ly  began a cam 
paign of ag ita tion  w h ich  has 
lasted fo r fou r m onths. He 
c ircu la rize d  the m em bersh ip  in  
the d iffe re n t shops and p ic k 
eted the o ffice  of the union.

The s trugg le  was d iff ic u lt, 
but i t  f in a lly  had its  e ffect. The 
c o rru p t leadersh ip  is beginning 
to feel it ,  and has begun to fe a r 
fo r  its  existence. They have 
f in a lly  consented to g ive Joe 
K ita in  a hearing  before the 
m em bersh ip  a t the m eeting to 

I be held June 22, 1939, a t I r v in g  
! P laza H a ll.

being trained by fascist organizations right now in 
America.

In city after city, the fascist movement is spreading. 
Trained squads o f Coughlinites, protected by the police, 
sell Social Justice in the busiest streets of every city, in 
workers’ sections, in predominantly Jewish and Negro 
sections.

Fights between "workers and fascists break out almost 
every day.

(To be continued in next issue)

W A N TED
Anti-Fascist Salesmen 

to sell
“ F A T H E R  C O U G H LIN — 

Fascist Demagogue”
pam ph le t

L ib e ra l Com m ission 
See M ille r , Labo r Bookshop, 

116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace

INFORMAL HOUSE
Box 245 Kerlionkson, N . Y .

(N ear E lle n v ille )
120 acres o f G reenland in  the  
C a tsk ills . 4 0 acres o f p ine  fo r  
s u n b a th in g ; handba ll, p in g  pong, 
a r c h e ry ; s w im m in g  and horse
back rid ih R  n e a rb y ; dancing:.

U N U S U A L L Y  LO W  K A T E S  
$18 W e e k ly  $6 W eekend

Busses m et a t s ta tio n

Tel. Kerhonkson 118 R
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In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens 

Aftermath of Belgian Elections: 
An Attack against the Miners

T ak ing  h e a rt fro m  the rig h tw a rd  trend in  
the recent elections, the B e lg ian  bosses are 
launching a large-scale onslaught on the con
d itions obtained by the w ork ing  class of th a t 
coun try  du ring  the g rea t s tr ikes  of 1936. As a 
f i r s t  step, the m ine barons are proceeding 
aga inst the coal d iggers of the B orinage sec
tion , in  an a tte m p t to scale down present con
d itions in  the new agreem ent.

The Borinage section is known as a hot-bed 
o f m ilita n c y . As such i t  has been chosen p u r
posely, to test the ground fo r the g rea t s tru g 
gle ahead. I f  they succeed here, the bosses c a l
cu la te , h a lf th e ir  ba ttle  is won.

When the new te rm s were o ffered the m in 
ers of the Levan t and P rodu its  du  F lenu  p its, 
they were re jected  out o f hand. The bosses 
rep lied  by locking out the w orkers of these 
p its , some 5,000 m iners. The re fo rm is t lead
ers of the m ine rs ' union have, up to the pres
ent, contented them selves w ith  appeals fo r aid 
to K in g  Leopold, ca llin g  on the w orkers to 
rem a in  ca lm  and accustom  them selves to the 
unem ploym ent re lie f to w h ich  tlje y  are en
tit le d  as a re su lt o f the lock-out. Since, as is 
se lf-evident, no fa m ily  can ve ry  long subsist 
on the m eagre dole, such a course cannot help 
lead ing  to a break-down of the m in e rs ' re s is t
ance i f  persisted in.

O ur com rades of the R evo lu tiona ry  S ocia list 
P a rty  of B e lg ium , concentra ting  th e ir forces 
in  th is  region, are ho ld ing  successful meetings 
in  a ll the m in ing  towns u rg ing  the w orkers  of 
the Borinage to b ring  pressure fo r the ca llin g  
o f a general s tr ike  in  support of the Levan t 
and F lenu  m iners. The m ovem ent in  th is  d ire c 
tion  is  g row ing. A tw en ty -fou r hour sym pathy 
s tr ike  has a lready been proposed in several 
unions. The success o f such action alone, our 
com rades argue can fo re s ta ll the wholesale 
onslaught on B e lg ian  labor being cooked up 
by the bosses.
Another Sample of French 
Democracy in the Colonies

R ecently we reported in  these colum ns the 
g rea t election v ic to ry  of the Popu la r P a rty  of 
A lg ie rs , the A lge rian  p a rty  w hich is closely 
a llied  w ith  the F rench re vo lu tiona ry  socia lists. 
Douar Moham ed, of th a t p a rty  was elected as 
a general counc illo r.

Now the Council o f the P re fec tu re , the agen
cy o f the F rench co lon ia l o ffice , has seen f i t  
to annul his e lection on the pe tition  of his p ro 
im p e ria lis t opponent, Zerrouk. The la tte r  was 
declared elected although he polled less than 
3,000 votes out of a to ta l o f 15,000 cast.

The grounds fo r the decision are so f lim s y ,

Once upon a tim e , a long tim e ago. there 
was a young fe llow  on his way to v is it  his 
uncle who lived  across the p la ins and over 
the m ounta ins. T h is  young fe llow  w alked and 
w alked u n til he came to a ra ilro a d  sta tion  at 
the foot of the m ounta ins and there he saw 
a g rea t long tra in  w hich was about to leave 
fo r  the town where his uncle lived .

A t once he decided to w a lk  no m ore. He 
w ould ride on the tra in . So he w ent to the 
t ic k e t agent and purchased a t ic k e t and then 
he w ent out on the p la tfo rm  and w a ited  fo r 
the tra in  to get s ta rted . He w aited and he 
w aited but s ti l l  the tra in  did not move. He 
w alked up and down and smoked several 
c iga rs  u n til he became so im p a tie n t th a t he 
could not w a it any longer. Then he w alked 
up to the fro n t of the tra in  and began to cuss 
a t the engineer.

“ W hat the he ll is the m a tte r w ith  th is  tra in ?  
W hy don 't you get under way? How can you 
expect people to ride  on your dam n ra ilro a d  
i f  you s ta ll around like  this? W hat the he ll is 
w rong w ith  you? W hat are you w a itin g  fo r? ”

“ W a iting  fo r? ”  asked the engineer, “ W hy 
we were w a itin g  fo r you to get on board the 
tra in ! ”

No Time to Be Active
I t  is an old s to ry  and you have heard i t  

before. B u t i t  a lw ays rem inds me o f the im 
pa tien t people who cannot find  tim e  to become 
active  in the re vo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent and 
who are always so ve ry  c r it ic a l o f the p a rty  
unless the p a rty  happens to be engaged in  a 
cam paign w h ich  these people happen to th in k  
is a good idea a t the tim e .

They are a lw ays try in g  to fin d  some reason 
fo r not a c tu a lly  engaging in  the necessary 
w ork  o f the p a rty  and a t the same tim e  they 
cannot understand—at least they c la im  they 
cannot understand—why the p a rty  doesn 't do 
th is  and doesn’t  do tha t, etc., etc.

When pressed they sw ear g rea t oaths of 
lo ya lty  to the w o rk ing  class and to the revo 
lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent. B u t as to doing any
th ing— w ell, you see they cannot agree w ith  
th is  phase of the w ork  o r they cannot under
stand ju s t w ha t is ho ld ing back the outbreak 
o f socia l upheaval.

They are ready and w illin g , you understand, 
bu t u n til the p a rty  comes around to th e ir 
po in t o f v iew  on th is  question o r th a t there  
can be no cooperation. The w o rk ing  class and 
the p a rty  w il l  ju s t have to see th ings th e ir 
w ay or i t ’s no go. In  the m eantim e, they go 
about th e ir own l it t le  businesses and ease 
th e ir  lit t le  m inds w ith  sm a ll nothings.

R evo lu tionary?  Indeed! They are to the 
le ft o f the p a rty , you understand. Some of 
them  have even le ft the m ovem ent on the 
grounds th a t the m ovem ent was too fa r  to the 
r ig h t on th is  question or tha t. A re  they le ft 
indeed. . . .  In  fa c t they are so fa r  to the le ft 
th a t they cannot fin d  a place in  the revo lu 
tio n a ry  p a rty  and have not the patience to 
w a it u n til the p a rty  and the w o rk ing  class can 
catch up w ith  them .

O f course, i f  a fte r considerable tim e —say 
th ree  or fo u r m onths—they suddenly blossom 
out in  support o f the w a r o r in  agreem ent w ith  
some bureaucra t in the trade  unions, w e ll, 
a fte r a ll, you can ’t  say they d id n ’t w arn  the 
w orkers  to h u rry  up and catch up w ith  th e ir 
ideas and theories when the ca tch ing  up was 
good.

I f  the w ork ing  class and the p a rty  d id not 
take th e ir advice when they o ffered it .  w e ll,

th a t F rench  fr iends  of the P .P .A . expect to 
c a rry  the f ig h t aga inst i t  w ith  considerable 
support.
A Voice in the Wilderness: 
Anti-War Speaker at Southport

M ost o f the speeches a t the recent Southport 
conference of the B r it is h  Labour P a rty  were, 
of course, in fa vo r of the “ w a r aga inst the 
aggressors”  and in “ defense of dem ocracy,”  
la y ing  the ground fo r the acceptance of con
scrip tion . One of the m ost ra b id  w a r mongers 
was p a rty  leader Hugh D alton. A ppa ren tly  
D a lton ’s spie l was too m uch fo r one o ld -tim e 
m ilita n t who found his w ay to the conference 
by chance. Here is how one of the B r it is h  
papers reported his reaction :
" M r .  J. Wood (M oseley), a se lf-s ty led old sol
d ie r who waved the G uards necktie  to the de l
egates sa id :

‘M y greatest enemy du ring  the w a r was 
not the “ J e r ry ”  on the other side of No 
M an ’s Land, b u t m y own Sergeant-M ajor.

‘L e t Sergeant-M ajor D a lton  do his own 
d ir ty  w o rk  when the w a r comes. I ’m  not go
ing  to do it— not P ygm a lion  l ik e ly ! ”
The Labour P a r ty ’s D a ily  H e ra ld  d id not 

see f i t  to include th is speech in  its  accounts 
of the conference sessions.
Strike Waves Gaining 
Momentum in India

Comrade Stanley subm its the fo llow ing  
ite m :

O ffic ia l s tr ike  s ta tis tics  fo r 1938 ju s t pub
lished by the G overnm ent of In d ia  ind icate  
the exten t of the re v iv a l in the Ind ian  revo lu 
tio n a ry  and n a tio n a lis t m ovem ent.

S trikes in  1938 were the highest on record 
fo r the past 20 years. There were 399 of them  
as com pared w ith  379 fo r 1937. The num ber of 
w ork ing  days on s tr ike  (not hours, as in  A m e r
ican s ta tis tics  — S.S.) was 9,000,000 and the 
w orkers w ere successful in  46% o f the s trikes.

T e x tile  w orkers  <the “ untouchables”  o f In 
d ia) again proved them selves to be the van
guard of the Ind ian  p ro le ta r ia t. They ac
counted fo r 39% of the strikes, 70.8% of the 
w orkers invo lved and 71.1% of the w ork ing  
days spent on s tr ike .

Two m a jo r w o rk ing  class a c tiv itie s  are now 
under w ay in  Ind ia . Both, in a ll like lihood, w ill 
lead to A ll- In d ia  general s tr ikes  in vo lv in g  the 
te x tile  and ra ilw a y  w orkers. The fo rm e r, con
centra ted  in Bom bay. A llahabad, Cawnpur, 
Ahmedabad, e tc., are a lready p repa ring  a gen
e ra l s tr ike  to com bat a proposed 12% wage 
cu t. The ra ilw a y  w orkers, so lid ly  organized in  
the A ll-In d ia  R a ilw aym ens ’ Federa tion , have 
presented demands w ith  a 3-month u ltim a tu m , 
h a lf o f w hich has a lready passed.

how can they be blam ed fo r try in g  to m ake a 
liv in g  and a t the same tim e  ju s tify in g  th e ir 
re tre a t fro m  the fie ld  of action?

And, if,  in  the m eantim e, they hang around 
the fringes  of the m ovem ent try in g  to p ick  up 
a d iscip le  or two, discourage one or two 
youngsters w ith  th e ir line of u ltra -u ltra  le ft
ism , w e ll, you understand th a t they m ust have 
a fo llow ing  or a couple of d iscip les. A fte r a ll, 
i t  is easier to im press a new com er or a 
youngster than i t  is to convince the m em ber
ship—especia lly where there are people who 
fig h t back and refuse to be taken in by some 
fly -b y -n ig h t b ra in  tru s t w ith  an ego as big 
as his head.

Fear Judgment of Members
I t  is  one th ing  to take some inexperienced 

young student o r w o rke r aside and w hisper 
a ll sorts of fan tas tic  stories and spin strange 
tales about the m ovem ent and i t  is som ething 
else to come out in  the open and present th e ir 
ideas and charges where answers are ready 
and w a iting . Th is they know and so they inven t 
reasons fo r being inactive , fo r rem a in ing  ou t
side the p a rty . Answers w hich som etim es 
sound good over a cup of coffee bu t w h ich  
could not hold w a te r before the m em bersh ip .

Inside the p a rty , where every com rade has 
the r ig h t and the du ty to present his ideas 
and to have his opinions considered by the 
m em bersh ip , where the w orkers forge th e ir 
ideas in to  clean sharp weapons fo r the fig h t 
aga inst reaction and s lave ry , these cowards 
have no place. They fe a r the honest judgm en t 
of serious revo lu tion is ts  who are qu ick to rec
ognize fa ke ry  and personal am b ition .

The p a rty  makes m istakes, i t  som etim es 
hesitates and i t  som etim es jum ps ahead of 
the general developm ent. T ha t is only to be 
expected. The p a rty  is made up of hum an be
ings and is bound to m ake e rro rs  but the po in t 
to be rem em bered is th a t the p a rty  can suc
ceed only by try in g  and by m aking  every pos
sible e ffec t to achieve its  a im . I f  the p a rty  
made no m istakes i t  would make no gains. 
O nly by constant a c tiv ity  and consistent e f
fo r t w il l i t  succeed in show ing the w orkers 
the way to v ic to ry .

In  the p a rty , tak ing  th e ir  places side by 
side w ith  the honest and serious revo lu tion 
ists, belong those who w ould m ake good the 
fin a l v ic to ry  of soc ia lism  over cap ita lism . 
Outside the p a rty  they can only c r it ic iz e  and 
fin d  lit t le  fau lts  w h ich  in  the long run mean 
noth ing. The snipers and egotis tic  generals 
w ithou t a rm ies and the super wise guys w ill 
one day have to answer to the w orkers  fo r 
th e ir fa ilu re  to lend a hand when a hand was 
needed.

I f  a ll those who are w a iting  fo r the tra in  
would on ly  rea lize th a t the tra in  m ay be w a it
ing  fo r them  perhaps we would be on our 
w ay—but you m ay re s t assured th a t when 
the tra in  is ready to s ta r t i t  is not going to 
w a it around fo r the Johnny-com e-la te lys or 
the b irds who stood around re fus ing  to em 
ba rk  unless they were given personal p r iv 
ileges.

They te ll th is  s to ry  in  G erm any, w h ich  con
cerns a ra b b it w h ich  was found try in g  to es
cape across the G erm an border. “ W ha t’s the 
idea ,”  he was asked. “ H it le r  has ju s t in tro 
duced a law  banning a ll g ira ffe s ,”  said the 
ra b b it. “ B ut. . . . ”  “ Yes, I  know ,”  said the 
ra b b it, " b u t  ju s t t r y  to te ll th a t guy th a t I ’m  
not a g ira ffe ."

On the Line . . .  with Bill Morgan
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War Crisis 
Simmers on 
Europe and 
Asia Fronts

C»nUnM< fr«m P are  I)
H it le r  m ust plunge ahead, 
forced on his course by the in 
s is ten t pressure of a s ta rv in g  
nation. B r ita in  and F rance 
have th e ir tw o m illio n  men 
ready fo r w a r and the Cham
berla ins and H a lifaxes and 
D a lad iers em ulate  the Goeb- 
bels and Goerlngs in spewing 
th rea ts  across the a ir  waves of 
Europe.

M any Sarajevo»
T oday ’s w o rld  c ris is  doesn’t 

need a Sarajevo. D u ring  the 
las t three or fo u r years there 
have been Sarajevos ten thous
and tim es m u ltip lie d , bu t the 
boss po litic ians  have held back, 
fe a rfu l on a ll sides o f the f ig h t
ing  fron ts  of w hat th is  w a r w ill 
mean. T h e ir troub le  is th a t they 
can ’t  stop it .  C ap ita lism  organ
izes the w orld  in to  r iv a l gangs, 
constantly  m uscling  in  on each 
ether, constantly  a t w a r e ithe r 
to m ake a haul o r to p ro tect 
one they made aw hile  ago. 
They are ju s t like  any other 
gangs, w ith  the same m otives, 
the same greeds, the same 
ruthlessness. O nly they ru le  the 
w orld  and they can move peo
ples and arm ies around like  
checkers on a board and—be
cause we le t them —they can 
condemn us to die—m illions  of 
us to die to keep them  and th e ir 
gold in ta c t in  th e ir banks and 
counting houses.

W ide F ro n t
I f  the ru le rs  of B r ita in  and 

F rance a c tu a lly  decide th is 
sum m er th a t they cannot safe
ly  o ffe r any m ore concessions 
to H it le r , there w ill be w ar. I f  
a few  fresh concessions are 
made, the w ar w ill be post
poned again, bu t only fo r a 
sho rt period. T h a t is the sum 
and substance of the s itua tion  
as the com plica ted  and fou l 
game of d ip lo m a tic  and m i l i 
ta ry  m aneuvering  begins again 
in  Europe, w ith  m illions  o f lives 
a t stake.

These m aneuvers are now 
d is tribu ted  along a vas t fron t. 
In  the F a r E as t the Japanese 
end of the axis is b rin g in g  its  
pressure to bear on the be
leaguered B ritis h  im p e ria lis ts  
—who now fin d  them selves be
ing ousted fro m  th e ir p ira te  
strongholds by the young up
s ta r t p ira tes fro m  Tokyo. On 
the M ongolian fro n tie r Japan 
and Russia are engaged in a 
new test of s trength , a new m u
tua l m easuring  of forces. In  
Moscow the K re m lin  is s ti l l  
ho ld ing B r ita in  and F rance at 
a rm ’s length, a w a iting  the a r
r iv a l fro m  B e rlin  of the G er
m an am bassador, von Schulen- 
berg, who undoubtedly brings 
H it le r ’s la test counter-propos
als, masked in the fo rm  of a 
“ tra d e ”  agreem ent.

F .D .R .: W ar P resident
A long the Polish fro n tie r H it 

le r is massing m illions  and in 
the L im es line , fac ing  F rance, 
S w itzerland, B e lg ium , and the 
N etherlands, he is parad ing  the 
ou tw ard  signs of his strength.

In  W ashington sits Roosevelt, 
paying  out b illions  fo r th is 
co u n try ’s w ar m achine and 
w atch ing  to see how th ings go 
in  Europe. I f  w ar comes, his 
coy silence about a th ird  te rm  
w ill come sha rp ly  to an end, 
fo r F .D .R . has cu t h im se lf out 
the ro le of nex t w ar president. 
I t  is in  p repa ra tion  fo r  th a t role 
th a t he is je ttison ing  the jo b 
less and m aking  te rm s w ith  his 
bosses, the M organs and D u
ponts and R ockefe llers, fo r  the 
next steps of his W ar Deal.

Quits C. P., Joins 
"Growing Parade 
of Revolutionists"

D ec la ring  th a t she was 
Joining “ the g row ing  parade 
of revo lu tion is ts  who are 
leav ing  t h e  C om m unist 
P a rty  to en lis t in  the Socia l
is t W orkers P a r ty , "  B e tty  
F ishe r, fo r the la s t five  
years a m em ber o f the New 
Y o rk  C om m unist P a rty  and 
Young C om m unist League, 
resigned th is  week fro m  th a t 
o rganization.

“ Recent events,”  she de
c la red , “ have opened m y 
eyes to thé tru th . The Com
m un is t P a rty  has renounced 
its  m ilita n t past. I t  has be
come the ta il of the New 
Deal k ite . I t  has become a 
bu lw a rk  of the status quo— 
17 m illio n  unem ployed, inse
c u r ity . and the th re a t of 
Fascism  and w a r. And like  
a ll defenders of c a p ita lis t 
“ dem ocracy.”  i t  has no re 
gard fo r dem ocracy w ith in  
its own ra n ks .”

Comrade F ishe r declared 
th a t her recen t experiences 
had convinced her th a t the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  of 
the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
were the on ly ones c a rry in g  
on a m ili ta n t and revo lu tion 
a ry  strugg le  against ca p ita l
ism  and w ar, and she called 
upon a ll o f her C.P. com 
rades to fo llow  in  her steps 
and jo in  in the f ig h t fo r a 
S ocia lis t w orld .

Toward the Party Convention

On the Relation Between Mass 
Agitation and Trade Union Work

-B y JAMBS P . CAN NO N-

COUNCILMEN IN 
ATTACK ON 
OTTO POPOVICH

(Continued from  Page 1)
tions bu t fa iled  because of the 
so lid a rity  and m ilita n c y  o f the 
unemployed. The tone of the 
re lie f bureau representatives 
soon changed and the U .P .W .U . 
was able to receive favorab le  
consideration of the 17 cases.

R id icu le  Unem ployed
A t the June 20 m eeting of the 

C ity Council, the Queens Coun- 
c ilm en, D em ocra tic  and Re
publican, took advantage of the 
in troduc tion  of a reac tiona ry  
b ill by R epublican Abner Sur- 
pless to a ttack  severe ly Povo- 
v ich  and the unem ployed m ove
m ent.

Surpless proposed to d iv e rt 
$100,000 of re lie f funds fo r an 
“ in ve s tig a tio n ”  o f re lie f. R a lly 
ing behind th is  open th e ft o f re 
lie f funds. C ouncilm an Quinn of 
Queens opened an a ttack on 
Popovich who had led the p ick 
e ting o f his home. He tr ie d  to 
r id icu le  the demands of the 
p icketers fo r $150 a m onth cash 
re lie f, money to pay the re n t 
and a w eekly a llow ance of 60 
cents fo r  ice. These men don’t  
seem to th ink  the unem ployed 
have to live .

V ery  Poor H um or
Quinn also rem arked  th a t he 

understood “ v ic h ”  m eant “ son 
c l ”  and wondered w hy a ll 
these “ v iches" d id n ’t  go back 
where they came fro m . Th is 
low  a ttem p t a t hum or a t the 
expense of the unem ployed who 
m ust live  under conditions of 
extrem e m ise ry  in the riches t 
c ity  in the w orld  provoked 
laughte r fro m  the w e ll-pa id  and 
w ell-fed C ouncilm en assembled 
in C ity  H a ll.

B u t th e ir laughte r was at 
th e ir own expense fo r  the U .P . 
W.U. had dem onstrated th a t 
mass labor action can e ffec
t iv e ly  w ipe the sneers fro m  the 
faces of these po litic ians.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Revolt Growing in N. M . U. 
Against Rotten Leadership

(Continued from  Page 1)
In  the G u lf d is tr ic t, most 

pow erfu l aga inst the shipown
ers and least dom inated by the 
C.P. w reck ing  crew , re vo lt is 
in  fu l l  sw ing. The June 12 jo in t 
m eeting in New O rleans unan i
m ously endorsed recom m enda
tions fro m  the G u lf D is tr ic t 
C om m ittee w hich a c tu a lly  c re 
ates an autonomous u n it o f the 
union in th a t area. Included 
were decisions to publish an in 
dependent paper and to “ sell 
a ll the P ilo ts  (o ffic ia l C.P. dom 
inated paper) to the ju n k  and 
rag  m an a t tw en ty  cents a hun
dred pounds” , to ca ll an 
A gents’ conference “ fo r the 
purpose of consolidating the 
G u lf in to  one com pact body” , 
g ran ting  powers to appoin t o r
ganizers and to rem ove o ffice rs  
w ithou t the sanction o f New 
Y o rk , and f in a lly , to re ta in  a ll 
funds collected in the G u lf fo r 
G u lf o rganization.

I t  was the d ra s tic  nature of 
the G u lf re vo lt w h ich  resulted

in C u rra n ’s goon-squad expedi
tion  to the G u lf where, a t p res
ent, he faces ja i l  charges fo r 
slugg ing a seaman w ith  a base
ba ll bat. The a ffa irs  of the en
tire  union are reduced to a 
series of gu tte r braw ls.

Both G u ilty
These events and th is  d is 

g race fu l state of a ffa irs  are a 
d ire c t consequence o f the jo in t 
K ing -C urran  m is leadersh ip  of 
the union w hich has cooperated 
100% in sabotaging crew  m il i 
tancy, m aking  a m ockery  o f in 
ner union dem ocracy, d row n
ing the tanke r s tr ike  in  hot o il, 
and, w o rst of a ll, cha in ing  the 
seamen to the f in k  h a ll sea- 
s lave ry  p rog ram  o f the U . S. 
G ove rnm en t’s M a r it im e  Com
m ission. Now th a t the reac tion 
a ry  K in g  clique have fa lle n  ou t 
w ith  the re ac tiona ry  C urran- 
C om m unist P a rty  c lique over a 
d iv is ion  of th e ir jo in t p lunder 
fro m  the seamen both sides are 
exposing each other.

The cross f ire  gives com plete

By JA M E S  P. CANNON
P ra c tic a lly  a ll the serious a rtic les  co n tr ib 

uted to the p a rty  pre-convention discussion by 
in d iv id u a l com rades, groups or p a rty  com 
m ittees emphasize the same po in t: Mass w ork.

D iffe re n t proposals are made. There are d if 
fe re n t eva luations of the past a c tiv ity  o f the 
p a rty . Some com rades o ffe r m ore am bitious 
plans, and some be tray m ore im patience than 
others. B u t a ll appa ren tly  pursue the same 
a im , the decisive tu rn  of the p a rty  to mass 
w o rk  and the m ore e ff ic ie n t o rgan iza tion  of 
th is  w o rk . F ro m  th is we can see tha t the p a rty  
is un ited  a t least to th is  ex ten t: I t  knows w ha t 
i t  w ants. So fa r , so good.

B u t th a t does not solve the whole prob lem . 
I t  only poses the prob lem . The asp ira tion  to 
d ire c t a ll a tten tion  to the broad masses and 
to gain a w ide r in fluence over them  is  not 
new or o rig in a l w ith  us. There is no th ing  in  
th is  asp ira tion , of itse lf, to d is tingu ish  us fro m  
other pa rties . Leav ing  aside the sects and m u 
tua l adm ira tio n  societies, w h ich  hab itua te  
them selves to iso la tion  as som ething no rm a l 
and also desirab le , a ll pa rties , w hether bour
geois o r p ro le ta ria n , s tr ive  to w in  mass sup
p o rt and w ork  out fo r them selves various tech
niques of mass appeal.
There Is No Short Cut

An agreem ent in  general on the necessity 
of a m ore decisive tu rn  to mass w ork, such as 
we appear to have, s ign ifies  on ly  th a t we con
s ider ourselves ready to enter in to  active  and 
d ire c t com petition  w ith  a ll p o lit ica l tendencies 
fo r the support of the w ork ing  masses. O ur 
success in th is  com petition  in  our tim e  w il l  be 
de term ined by how m uch we understand our 
own prob lem  and app ly th a t understanding in  
p ractice . H ere, as our p a rty  discussion has 
disclosed, we run in to  d iff ic u ltie s  and d if fe r 
ences of opinion.

Some of these d ifferences are s im p ly  m a t
ters of em phasis. O thers represent co n flic tin g  
conceptions, and th a t is fa r  m ore serious. 
W ith  others, im patience to reach the agreed- 
upon ob jective  is g iv ing  rise to ideas w h ich  
are fa lse in  conception and w h ich , i f  adopted 
by the p a rty , would have fa ta l consequences.

One of these fa lse ideas born o f im patience 
is the idea th a t we can fin d  a sho rt cu t to a 
mass m ovem ent over the head o f the trade 
unions. I  m ention th is  f i r s t  because i t  is the 
m ost fundam enta l and the m ost dangerous. 
There are num erous o ther m isconceptions, a ll 
re la ted however. A considerable section of 
our m ovem ent, in its  im patience to get to the 
masses, is expe rim en ting  w ith  u ltra -ra d ica l 
nostrum s w hich, iro n ic a lly  enough, are the 
surest means of assuring a perm anent iso la 
tion  fro m  the masses.

These sentim ents are m ost conspicuous 
among the youth whose leaders, apparen tly , 
consider i t  fashionable to p lay  a l it t le  b it  w ith  
adven tu rism  and le ft is t phrasem ongering. I f  
one pu t his m ind  to i t  he cou ldn ’t  th in k  ou t a 
be tte r w ay o f w asting the energy and courage 
of our young m ilita n ts  and of guarantee ing 
the eventual reaction of d is illus ionm en t and 
d iscouragem ent.

Mass w ork  has m any fo rm s. I t  is necessary 
to com bine them  in such a way th a t each sep
arate d iv is ion  serves the others. The m odern 
p ro le ta r ia t is accustom ed to act th rough its 
organizations. M ost basic and fundam enta l of 
these are the trade  unions. A p a rty  w h ich  aim s 
to lead the w ork ing  class m ust acquire  a 
strong  base o f support and a lead ing influence 
in the unions. T h a t is w ha t the founding con
vention of the p a rty  a year and a h a lf ago had 
in m ind when i t  issued the sweeping slogan, 
“ N ine ty  percent of p a rty  w o rk  m ust be d ire c t
ed to the trade un ions.”

Was th is  slogan incorrect?  O r, has some
th ing  happened in  the past eighteen months to 
change the na tu re  of w o rke rs ’ organizations 
and the w o rke rs ’ h a b it of ac ting  through 
them ? N ot a t a ll. B u t the im patience of some 
com rades fo r action is lead ing them  to f l i r t  
w ith  the m ost grotesque ideas in  th is  respect, 
ideas w h ich  they m ay consider “ new ” , but 
w hich in re a lity  are as old as the M a rx is t 
s trugg le  against ana rch is t adven tu rism .

We hear i t  said nowadays th a t the unions 
are too slow in responding and th a t we m ust 
go d ire c t to the masses. The masses, i t  seems, 
are som ething e n tire ly  outside the unions w ith  
th e ir seven m illio n  o r so m em bers. The 
masses are p resum ably  on ly  w a itin g  to hear 
fro m  us, and are ready to ac t w ithou t the 
fo rm a lity  o f organ iza tion . Even the Ohio- 
M ich igan  D is tr ic t C om m ittee of the p a rty .

whose ju r is d ic tio n  covers p rec ise ly  the h ^ a rt 
of the fie ld  of the g rea t new unions o f w o rk 
ers in  the mass p roduction  industries , take  a 
ra th e r cross-eyed view  of th is  question. They 
p e rm it them selves to advocate a p ro g ra m  o f 
action w h ich , they say, “ can be conducted in 
dependently o f the lim ita tio n s  and unce rta in 
ties of the trade  union m ovem en t.”  (Socia list 
Appeal, June 27).

No doubt, the m em bers o f the O hio-M ichigan 
D is tr ic t C om m ittee, who have seen and taken 
p a rt in  w o rke rs ’ dem onstra tions o f pow er 
th rough th e ir  unions, knew better. Perhaps 
they ju s t took a Sunday o ff fo r  a m anifesto  
spree. O r, possib ly, they sought by th is  h igh- 
sounding fo rm u la , and the am biguous v e rb i
age w h ich  fo llow s it ,  to m ake a “ concession”  
to s t i l l  m ore ra d ica l com rades who are “ tire d  
of w a itin g  fo r  the trade  un ions.”  B u t th is  so rt 
of concessions and com prom ises w il l  n o t do. 
The p a rty  convention m ust de te rm ine  the co r
re c t approach to mass w o rk  and f i rm ly  re je c t 
the fa lse. O therw ise we w il l  have a smash-up.

Deeper into the Unions!
We cannot y ie ld  any th ing  fro m  the “ 90 trade  

un ion ”  fo rm u la  of ou r founding convention, 
no t even one per cent. Mass ag ita tion  in  gen
e ra l m ust be conceived, organized and devel
oped. not as a substitu te  fo r the system atic  
pene tra tion  of the trade  unions bu t as a sup
p lem ent to it .  Woe to the p a rty  th a t despairs 
of the trade  unions and tu rns aw ay fro m  
th e m ! The ha rde r such a p a rty  w orks and the 
m ore h ys te r ica lly  i t  shouts the sooner i t  w il l 
w ear its e lf out.

T rade union w ork  is not easy. M oreover i t  
is  re s tric te d  in  scope, not com plete o f its e lf— 
here in  the synd ica lis ts  co m m it one o f th e ir 
g rea test e rro rs—and m ust be supplem ented 
a ll the tim e  by the genera l p o lit ic a l and ag i
ta tio n a l w o rk  of the p a rty . B u t even th is  gen
e ra l w ork  of the p a rty , un res tric ted  in  its  
scope by any trade  union ru les o r custom s, is 
d irec ted  p r im a r i ly  to the w orkers organized 
in to  unions. They alone are capable o f sus
ta ined action, p rec ise ly  because they alone are 
organized.

T rue enough, we appeal to a ll w orkers. In  
some cases we appeal m ost d ire c tly  and im 
m ed ia te ly  to the unorganized who are the 
m ost exp lo ited and deprived. B u t w ha t is  the 
f ir s t  suggestion we o ffe r to such w orkers, i f  
they respond to our appeal? We advise them  
to jo in  a trade  union, o r i f  unem ployed, a 
union o f the unem ployed. We cannot go around 
the unions, and we have no desire to. O ur s lo
gan is, “ Deeper in to  the U n io n s !”  E ve ry  ca m 
paign of general mass ag ita tion  m ust a im  to 
deepen and strengthen our in fluence in  the 
unions.

No Room for Two Opinions
Trade union w ork requ ires patience, en

durance and s k ill.  In  ve ry  few  unions, a t p res
ent, is i t  possible to unfo ld the whole p rog ram  
of the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. In  m any unions, 
dom inated by red -ba iting  bureaucra ts, i t  is 
necessary fo r  re vo lu tio n a ry  m ilita n ts  to re 
fra in  fro m  exposing them selves to expulsion 
by adve rtis ing  th e ir p o lit ic a l a ffilia tio n s . R ev
o lu tiona ry  trade union w ork , as a ru le , in  
A m erica , is qu ie t, m o le-like , unspectacu lar. 
To c a rry  on such w ork  u n fa lte r in g ly ; to w o rk  
in  the unions in  p iece-m eal fashion fo r parts  
of the p rog ram  w hile  ho ld ing fa s t to the p a r
ty , w hich in  its  general ag ita tion  expounds and 
defends the p rog ram  as a whole; to be a tten 
tive  to the sm a lles t union issues o f the day 
w ithou t succum bing to opportun ism ; to en
trench one’s se lf and be in a position to in 
fluence the whole union when the tim e  fo r  ac
tion  comes—these are am og the sternest and 
m ost im p o rta n t re vo lu tio n a ry  tests today.

Such tasks requ ire  courage, persistence and 
prudence. I t  is easy to sh irk  them , o r to fa i l  
m ise rab ly  in  th e ir perfo rm ance. We know  
such cases, and the supe r-rad ica lism  o f the 
delinquents is poor consolation to the p a rty  
w h ich  needs in fluence  and support in  the 
unions m ore than i t  needs any th ing  else. I t  is 
easy to f ig h t one’s w ay out of a union by i l l -  
considered tac tics , and s t i l l  easier to ta lk  
one’s w ay out. B u t w ha t the p a rty  needs is 
m ilita n ts  who know how to d ig  deep in to  the 
unions and s tay there, ga ther a c irc le  of s ym 
path izers and supporters about them , and 
transm ute  th e ir personal in fluence into p a rty  
support in the trade union m ovem ent.

The p a rty  convention should emphasize th is 
necessity once again. There is no room  fo r 
two opinions on th is  question.

proof th a t both sets of m islead- 
ers are g u ilty  as hell on a ll 
counts of consp iring  w ith  the 
shipowners, v io la tion  of the 
union constitu tion  and fin a n c ia l 
m ism anagem ent. Th is  g u ilt  is 
su ffic ie n t to read both gangs 
out of the labor m ovem ent fo r 
a il tim e . However i t  is  equa lly  
s ig n ifica n t th a t both gangs 
ca re fu lly  avoid the w ors t 
crim es of both. The consistent 
be traya l to M a r it im e  C om m is
sion sea-slavery receives not 
one w ord in the thousands 
poured out by the r iv a l organs. 
P a rtia l reports  fro m  the G u lf 
ind ica te  a s im ila r  w illfu l b lin d 
ness to the life  o r death issue 
fac ing  the m a r it im e  w orkers 
and the m a rit im e  unions on a ll 
coasts.

The Only Course
The continued existence of 

the m a r it im e  unions, depends 
on consistent, uncom prom is ing  
organized w a r aga inst the sea- 
s lave ry  p rog ram  o f the govern
m ent and aga inst a ll its  agents 
in m a r it im e  union ranks. The 
course, the on ly  course, fo r a ll 
seamen on a ll coasts is  f ig h t
ing u n ity  w ith  th e ir bro thers, 
who take a c lear uncom prom is
ing  stand aga inst the fin k -h a ll, 
f in k -tra in in g , union sm ashing 
p rog ram  o f the G overnm ent 

p.nd its  C u rran -K ing  stooges.

N. Y. PAINTERS 
DEAL BLOW TO 
C. P. MACHINE

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
union m em bers who were in 
ten t on re tu rn in g  the union to 
its  m em bersh ip  regardless of 
p o lit ica l a ff ilia tio n .

The S ta lin is ts  m ay have some 
sa tis fac tion  in  the fa c t th a t by 
th e ir specia l conn iv ing , they 
managed to obta in  the defeat 
of Dennis Cronin, runn ing  fo r 
business agent of loca l 5 on the 
progressive ticke t, who was one 
of the founders of the P a in te rs  
E duca tiona l Society, and 
among the m ost in trans igen t 
leaders of the opposition. B u t 
th a t is a short-lived  sa tis fac
tion. F o r th e ir  sun in  the P a in t- 
ers U nion has set. The m a
ch ine ’s ru le  has been broken. In  
the fu tu re , pa in te rs  w il l  know 
how to accord th e ir  r ig h t places 
to the m ilita n ts  who have been 
in the fo re fro n t o f the strugg le  
fo r them .

The job of the progressives is 
trem endous. They have a 
fr ig h t fu l mess to clean up—the

heritage  le ft to them  by the 
union w reckers. I t  is  up to them  
now to e laborate in  the con
crete  the p rog ram  they have 
c la im ed as th e ir own. W ithout 
g iv in g  any co m fo rt to the red- 
ba ite rs. they m ust pu t the union 
back on its  fee t and w in  over 
to th e ir  side the m isled fo llo w 
ers of the C.P. by a p rog ram  of 
m ilita n c y  th a t is in  line w ith  
the tim es. The slogans o f the 
s ix-hour day and o f large-scale 
s lum  clearance p ro jects  can be
come pow erfu l means o f rehab
i lita t in g  the union. The inner- 
union s tru c tu re  w il l  no doubt 
undergo the dem ocra tic  re 
fo rm s— ro ta tion  system  o f job 
assignm ent, secre t b a llo t on 
taxes and assessments, e lection 
of a ll o ffice rs , etc. — th a t the 
progressives have stood fo r 
fro m  the f irs t .

An a rt ic le  by N athan Le 
vine on M rs . Rubens’ “ re 
lease”  fro m  a Soviet ja i l  and 
her in te rv ie w  w ith  A m erican  
newspapermen w il l  appear 
in the next issue o f the So
c ia lis t Appeal.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A Job and a decent liv in g  fo r every w orke r.

*. Open the id le  factories— operate them  under 
workers’ contro l.

I .  A Twenty-Billion doUar Federal public works 
and housing program.

4. Thirty-th irty  I ISO-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly m axim um  for a ll workers on 
all Jobs.

I .  Thirty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 
»eastern.

«. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.

T. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.

gt A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

0. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor P arty .
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilant« 

and Fascist attacks.

Painters' Victory
The victory o f the progressives in District 

Council 9 o f the Painters Union in New York- 
City has more than local importance.

'Die District Council, one o f the most import
ant sections of the powerful building trades 
unions in the city, has been under the control of 
the Stalinists for several years, lhey came into 
office with a clear m ajority of the membership 
supporting them, hoping that they would estab
lish a democratic regime in the union and really 
do something substantial to improve the condi
tions of the workers. I hey leave office, routed 
by just as clear a majority o f the membership. 
And they more than earned their dismissal by 
the wreck they have almost made out o f what 
should be a tower o f strength in the building 
trades.

The Stalinists may capture a union here and 
there—playing demagogically on the progressive 
aspirations of the workers. T.hey cannot keep 
control o f it except by the most arrogant and 
bureaucratic measures. In  D istrict Council 9, 
not even these measures helped the Weinstock 
C.P. machine. I t  has been smashed, as it w ill be 
everywhere else in the country.

Now it is up to the aroused and vigilant mem
bership to see to it that the union is converted 
into what it should be: a militant, progressive, 
democratic institution, which every worker w ill 
rightly feel is his.

This means : a thoroughgoing house-cleaning 
o f all bureaucrats and reactionaries.

This means: reestablishing democracy, free
dom of speech and freedom of criticism in the 
union.

This means: a carefully planned and executed 
program of action, backed up by 01 ganized 
union strength, to restore the living and work
ing standards so badly shattered during the 
Weinstock administration.

The painters who just completed their elec
tions did not merely vote to change one group 
of officials for another. They voted for a clean, 
democratic, progressive, militant union— not a 
docile tool o f bureaucrats and the 13th Street 
fakers.

The new administration has a huge job cut 
out for it. I t  has a clear mandate from the mem
bership. Let it take the right road at the right 
speed and it w ill find solid support for its ac
tiv ity.

Against Boss War!
A punch-drunk world waits for the Sarajevo 

of 1939. It  was exactly 25 years ago that 
Princip’s bullet found its mark in the Archduke 
Ferdinand of Austria. Five weeks later the great 
opposing camps of imperialist powers were at 
war. Five weeks from now they may well be at 
war again. Sarajevo was just a spark for the 
tinder. This time there have been Sarajevos at 
almost every turn of the seasons during the last 
three years.

S triking as are the similarities between the 
crisis now and the crisis of a quarter-century 
ago, the differences are far more profound. The 
gangsters, who took the lives of innocent m il
lions in the last war were filled with confidence. 
The capitalist racket was paying dividends. It 
was simply a question of enlarging the sphere of 
operations. Today their racket is rotted through 
and through. I t  isn’t working any more. The 
gangsters sit on the iused dynamite o f starving

millions. I f  the war o f 1914-1918 opened up. 
the prospect of world revolution that found flam
ing realization in the Russian revolution, only 
to be crushed again by a recovering reaction bol
stered by the labor fakers and social democratic 
liars o f all countries, the coming war finds the 
world much closer to the explosion that w ill wipe 
the disease of capitalism off the face o f the tor
tured earth.

This is what the boss politicians know in ev
ery country. This is what has made the crisis so 
much more extended, so much more agonizing— 
for in England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
and in the United States, the rulers all under
stand that the war may well be the end o f all of 
them.

And it w ill be! The Russian revolution of 
1917 was aborted when capitalism managed to 
survive in the rest o f the world. But capitalism 
w ill not survive the crises to come! Misled, bat
tered, betrayed, drugged, beaten into temporary 
submission, hurled out to die, the workers of the 
world w ill soon come to their feet, turn on their 
masters and put an end to senseless slaughter of 
their brothers. This is the specter that haunts the 
war makers! This is the firm hope and determin
ation o f revolutionists all over the world who 
w ill jo in  w ith the Fourth International in fight
ing the war-makers and war-mongers, rejecting 
the traitorous leaders who would send the masses 
to death in the name o f the bosses’ super-profits!

It is to the organization o f this struggle— to 
the conversion of this firm hope into hard real
ity— that the anti-war convention o f the Social
ist Workers Party dedicates itself. We stand 
against the war o f the bosses! We call upon the 
workers o f this country and o f all countries to 
resist such a war and to turn it into a war for 
the liberation o f all the oppressed o f all peoples, 
o f all races.

This is our banner and we write on it  no 
“ ifs ”  and “ buts” . Twenty-five years ago a tiny 
band— far smaller than we are today— held aloft 
this banner in the midst o f the lies and frauds of 
the preachers and so-called socialists who sup
ported the war. That banner led to the revolu
tion in Russia. We hold it aloft today and under 
it we shall march to the victory of the workers’ 
revolution here and throughout the w orld !

On Provoking Riots
Fascism aims to smash the entire labor move

ment— all of its sections, beginning with the 
most m ilitant and ending with the most con
servative.

Only the blind can fail to see that the fascists 
are already beginning their work in this coun
try.

The cowardly attack in-the-dark-of-night 
upon the Thomasite Debs School has already 
been brought to our readers' attention.

The American Labor Party has not been im 
mune, as witness the Coughlinite attack on the 
A.L.P. meeting in the South Bronx at which 
Councilman Quill spoke several days ago.

Now the Daily W orker reports (June 17) that 
last week the Coughlinites in the First A.D., 
Bronx, organized a march to break into the local 
headquarters of the Communist Party after at
tempting to disrupt a C.P. open air meeting on 
another corner.

These are exactly the same methods employed 
by the Blackshirts in Italy and later by the Nazis 
in Germany.

What conclusions does the Daily Worker 
draw? The most polite ones imaginable. “ The 
Communists carefully avoided being provoked 
into a riot and rather left it to police to preserve 
order.”

Now we too, like any sensible person, are 
against allowing ourselves to lie “ provoked into 
a rio t.”  But that is not at all involved in the 
above cases. What is involved are the simple 
alternatives: Shall the workers organize to de
fend themselves, by their own strength and m ili
tancy, against fascism— or shall they leave their 
defense to the “ order-preserving”  police?

The Stalinist leaders who, in spite of every
thing, are on the murder-list of the fascists in 
this country, say:

Leave it to the police. The police w ill preserve 
order. The police w ill defend labor's rights. The 
police w ill stop the fascists. Workers, “ don’t be 
provoked” !

In the first place, at least half the cops of New 
York ( i f  not more) are already in the Cough
linite camp, to one extent or another. Watch 
them on the streets when they get a chance to 
show where their sympathies lie, and you will 
see. In the second place, to tell the workers to let 
someone else do the work of defending them, is 
to tell them a lie that must have disastrous con
sequences. It's like telling unionists to rely on 
the police to protect their rights against scabs 
and thugs in a strike.

How many more headquarters have to lie 
broken into, how many more meetings have to 
be broken up, how many more workers have to 
be beaten to a pulp by the fascists— before the 
workers (members of the Communist party in 
cluded) learn the simple lesson:

To defend itself and its movement from the 
claws of fascism, lalior must rely on itself, must 
organize itself.

To organize itself means: Build the Workers 
Defense Guards!

The New Deal Skirts U.S. Housing 
Needs to Build Its War Machine

Government's Housing Program Is a Drop in the Bucket 
Which Doesn't Come Near Answering the Pressing Needs 
Of the Jobless Millions Who Are Forced to Live in Slums

By R U TH J E F F R E Y
New Deal Housing, like  New 

Deal w ork  re lie f, has value on
ly  as a sam ple of w ha t m igh t 
have been done to aid the m ost 
seriously underp riv ileged  ‘ ‘one- 
th ird ’ ’ o f the people—i f  a New 
Deal fo r the ‘ ‘fo rgo tten  m a n “  
had re a lly  existed.

D u rin g  the f ir s t  five  and a 
ha lf years of the Roosevelt A d
m in is tra tio n , the fa ilu re  to un
dertake p ra c tica l s lum  c le a r
ance and rehousing rem ained a 
w orld  scandal o f governm enta l 
ind iffe rence to the housing 
needs of a people. F in a lly , in 
Septem ber 1937, the W agner- 
S teagall A c t was approved, c re 
a ting  the U n ited  States Hous
ing A u th o rity  — whose e ffo rts  
w ill u lt im a te ly  y ie ld  an answer 
to on ly 4 percent o f the m ost 
pressing housing needs. 
(Abroad, in  the period corres
ponding to the N ew Deal e ra , 
S w itzerland was the fo re ign  na
tion  ra ted  low est in  rehousing 
a c tiv ity : and ye t its  govern
m ent-assisted bu ild ing  p ro 
g ram , on a p roportionate  basis, 
was ten tim es as extensive as 
in  the U . S.)

A lthough experts estim ate  a 
need fo r 1,000,000 new dw ellings 
every  year ( i f  the U n ited  States 
is to keep pace w ith  its  hous
ing  requ irem en ts), the U .S.H .A. 
was a llo tted , in  1937, $800,000,- 
000 w ith  w hich to operate—as
su ring  the construction  of 150,-
000 dw e lling  un its , a t the ra te  
of 60,000 a year. As amended 
las t week in accordance w ith  
Roosevelt's la test pu m p -p rim 
ing p rog ram  the Wagner-Stea- 
ga ll A c t now increases the 
bonding authoriza tion  o f the 
U.S.H .A. by an a d d ition a l! 
$800,000,000, increasing  the 
num ber o f dw e lling  un its , to be 
supplied the nation by the New 
Deal, to the g lorious to ta l of 
300,000.
NOT FOR TEN AN TS 
L IV IN G  ON R E L IE F

I t  is the proud boast of the 
Housing A u th o rity  th a t: “ Rents 
in U .S .H .A .a ided p ro jects w ill 
be w e ll w ith in  the reach of 
la rge  num bers of fa m ilie s  on 
both home re lie f and w ork  re 
l ie f ” . B u t, hav ing  prev ious ly  
stated th a t the “ average an
nual incomes of tenants w ill
1 ange fro m  about $1,100 down 
to about $450 a y e a r” , the U.S. 
H .A . is no t unaware th a t gov
e rnm ent slashes o f a lready in 
adequate re lie f run the average

annual incom e o f fa m ilie s  on 
re lie f to som ething r id icu lo u s ly  
like  $81.50.

O f these w orkers, who occu
py the ve ry  w o rs t s lum  areas, 
i t  fra n k ly  declares, ‘ ‘The on ly 
re lie f fa m ilie s  unable to en ter 
U .S .H .A .-a ided p ro jects  w il l  be 
those rece iv ing  incomes abso
lu te ly  inadequate fo r  m in im u m  
m aintenance, and who there 
fore  have not been pay ing  and 
cannot pay even such ve ry  low  
ren ta ls  as w ill p re v a il in  U.S. 
H .A .-assisted p ro jects  (where 
the m edian is $4 per room  
m o n th ly ). The f i r s t  p rob lem  
fo r such fa m ilie s  is to ob ta in  a 
m in im u m  m aintenance incom e, 
in  o rder th a t they m ay sa tis fy  
th e ir basic needs not on ly fo r 
decent she lte r bu t also fo r ade
quate food, c lo th ing  and m ed i
cal care. . . T h is  m akes i t  c lear 
th a t the prob lem  o f rehousing 
re lie f fa m ilie s  is a prob lem  th a t 
m ust be a ttacked on tw o fron ts . 
I t  is not enough to supp ly low- 
ren t housing. I t  is  also neces
sa ry  to secure a t least m in i
m um  m aintenance incomes fo r  
the unem ployed—through h igh 
er home re lie f paym ents, more 
w ork  re lie f, and, m ost im p o rt
an t of a ll, m ore em p loym ent in 
p riva te  in d u s try ” .

Th is adm ission, however, of 
U .S .H .A .’s in a b ility , w ith in  the 
New Deal re lie f fra m e w o rk , to 
tack le  the w o rs t slum s in  the 
areas i t  penetrates is never 
m entioned when New D ealers 
go on the a ir  to te ll the under
p riv ileged  “ one-th ird  of a na
tio n ”  a ll about “ New Deal 
ach ievem ents.”

IN T E R R U P T IN G  HOUSING 
—W ITH  M IL IT A R IS M

U .S.H .A . A d m in is tra to r N a
than Straus, appointed by the 
President, made a g low ing 
speech en titled  “ S lum  C lear
ance M arches F o rw a rd ” , over 
a nation-w ide NBC ne tw ork  re 
cently . And before he had 
turned the f irs t  page of the ta le  
of his tr iu m p h a l p ro ject-inspec
tion tour, he gave the unem 
ployed som ething n ice r to th ink  
about than th e ir  unsolved hous
ing problem s. Said the P re s i
den t’s appointee:

‘ ‘A t th is  po in t I  w an t to in te r
ru p t m y speech to te ll of some
th ing  w h ich  is not re la ted  to 
the housing p rog ram , but was 
of the greatest in te res t to me 
and w il l,  especially in  v iew  of 

■world conditions today, be of

in te res t to th is  rad io  audience.
“ The h o sp ita lity  extended to 

us included, in  Columbus, Ga., 
and Pensacola, F la ., an in v ita 
tion  fro m  the com m anding o ff i
cer of the loca l m ilita ry  and 
nava l post. A t F o rt Benning, 
Columbus, and a t the U nited 
States N ava l T ra in in g  Station 
a t Pensacola we were g iven an 
oppo rtun ity  of inspecting the 
prem ises and seeing som ething 
of the tra in in g  and education 
g iven the young men. The im 
pression conveyed In each case 
was one o f trem endous e ff i
c iency. The neatness of the 
grounds, the p recis ion  o f the 
d r i l l ,  the appearance and con
duct of the happy and healthy 
m en whom we saw were indeed 
hearten ing  evidence o f the in 
te llig e n t care g iven by our m i l
ita ry  and nava l establishm ents 
to the tra in in g  of the youth. I  
believe th a t any c itizen  who is 
in the neighborhood o f one of 
these m ili ta ry  o r nava l posts 
should spend a few  hours in  
lea rn ing  o f the k ind  of tra in in g  
given by U ncle  Sam to re c ru its . 
I t  is  m y fee ling  th a t th is  t ra in 
ing  f its  the men not only to  be 
be tte r m ili ta ry  o r nava l defend
ers of the coun try  bu t, indeed, 
to be be tte r c itizens” .

B U IL D IN G  W AR 
M A C H IN E S , NOT HOUSES

Can there be any doubt but 
tha t the New Deal is ca re fu lly , 
consciously, m o ld ing  its e lf in to 
a b igger, m ore expensive W ar 
Deal, under w hich diseased and 
d isp ir ite d  unemployed slum - 
dw elle rs can become “ happy 
and hea lthy m en”  . . . “ heart- 
ening evidence of the in te lli
gent care g iven by our m ili ta ry  
and naval establishm ents to the 
. . . you th ” ? “ S lum  Clearance 
indeed “ M arches F o rw a rd !” — 
clearance, ou t of the slum s, of 
a ll po ten tia l cannon-fodder: in 
to the m ili ta ry  and nava l posts'!

There is only one w ay by 
w hich th is type of re lie f to the 
unem ployed s lum -dw e lle r can 
be ha lted, and th a t is by active 
support of the Socia lis t W ork
ers P a r ty ’s unceasing cam 
paign fo r:

A JOB AN D  A D E C E N T L IV 
IN G  FOR E V E R Y  W O R K ER !

A L L  W AR FU N D S  TO T H E  
U N E M P L O Y E D !

A T W E N T Y -B IL L IO N  D O L
LA R  F E D E R A L  P U B LIC  
WORKS A N D  HOUSING PRO 
O R A M !

Towards the Drawing of a Balance 
Sheet on the Kremlin's Purges

By M. N.
W alter D u ran ty , correspon

dent of the New Y o rk  T im es, 
v/ho has a lw ays been g iven the 
filth ie s t jo u rn a lis tic  assign
ments by the K re m lin , has now 
found i t  necessary to repo rt 
th a t the proportions assumed 
by the purge werë fa r  beyond 
those conceived abroad. H a lf of 
the expelled com m unists were 
again re tu rn in g  to the ranks of 
the p a rty . B u t how 'm a n y  inno
cents had suffered among the 
non-party  people! And so on.

W alter D u ra n ty ’s ind igna tion , 
th is  tim e  too, is m anufactured 
to the order of the K re m lin . A t 
the present tim e  S ta lin  u rgen t
ly  requ ires the loudest possible 
ind igna tion  by his own flunkeys 
over the perpetra ted  abom ina
tions and crim es. W hat they 
thereby seek to in s till in  pub lic  
opinion is th a t S ta lin  h im se lf is 
b r im fu l of ind igna tion : and, in  
consequence, th a t fram eups, 
provocations, a rb itra ry  exiles 
and shootings had been ca rried  
or, w ithou t his knowledge and 
aga inst his w ill.  O nly in c o rr ig 
ib le fools are, to be sure, capa
ble of be liev ing  th is. B u t even 
people not so stup id  are in 
c lined to m et S ta lin  a t least 
ha lf-w ay on th is question.
A SPECIES OF 
FALS E  R EASONING

Yes, yes, they say. S ta lin  is 
unquestionably g u ilty  of the 
la tes t colossal wave of te r ro r ; 
hut he wanted i t  res tric ted  
w ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f p o lit i
cal expediency, tha t is, to de
s troy  only those whom i t  was 
essential fo r  his reg im e to de
s troy. M eanw hile , ir ra t io n a l 
and dem oralized executors, 
guided by fa r  baser m otives, 
invested the purge w ith  an ab
so lu te ly monstrous sweep and 
thereby aroused un ive rsa l in 
d ignation. O f these excesses, of 
th is  meaningless destruction— 
even fro m  the standpo in t of the 
in terests of the K re m lin  its e lf— 
of hundreds of thousands of 
“ n e u tra l”  people, S ta lin  is  of 
course not g u ilty .

H owever such reasoning m ay 
lu re  m idd le-class log ic ians, i t  is 
fa lse fro m  beginning to end.

F irs t  of a ll i t  presupposes tha t 
S ta lin  h im se lf is fa r  m ore l im 
ited than he re a lly  is. Y e t he 
possesses, especia lly in  th is  
sphere, am ple experience to be 
able to foresee in advance w hat 
p roportions a purge w ould have 
to assume g iven the apparatus 
in the crea tion  and tra in in g  of 
w hich he holds preem inence.

I t  is w e ll known th a t the 
preparations fo r the purge be
gan long ago. They began in 
1935 w ith  the expulsion fro m  
the p a rty  of tens of thousands 
of Oppositionists who had long 
since recanted. No one plum bed 
th is measure. Least of a ll, of 
course, those who had been ex
pelled. The task S ta lin  had set 
h im se lf was to k i l l  the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l and to destroy en 
route the old generation of the 
Bolsheviks and a ll those in the 
succeeding generations who 
were m o ra lly  tied  w ith  the 
tra d itio n s  of the B o lshevik 
p a rty . To execute so monstrous 
a design, w ithou t p a ra lle l in 
the annals of the h is to ry  of 
m ankind , i t  was necessary to 
c lam p the apparatus its e lf in  
a steel vice.
S T A L IN ’S G R E AT 
H IS TO R IC A L D ISCO VER Y

E ve ry  agent of the G .P .U . 
every Soviet fu n c tio n a ry , every 
p a rty  m em ber had to be made 
to feel th a t the s ligh test depar
tu re  fro m  th is  o r another bes
tia l ins truc tion  m eant the death 
of the insubord ina te , the ru in a 
tion of his fa m ily  and his 
friends. I t  was necessary to de
s troy beforehand the ve ry  idea 
of resistance in the p a rty , in
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the labo ring  masses. Thus, in 
volved here were not acciden
ta l “ exaggera tions,”  nor i r r a 
tiona l zeal on the p a rt of execu
tors. but conditions indispensa
ble fo r the success of the basic 
plan. In  the capac ity  of execu
to r was requ ired  a hys te rica l 
scoundrel of the Yezhov type. 
M oreover, S ta lin  foresaw  in  ad
vance the cha racte r and sweep 
tha t Yezhov's a c tiv ity  w ould as
sume, and he prepared before
hand to renounce h im  once the 
m ain  goal had been atta ined. 
In  th is sphere, the w ork  p ro 
ceeded according to the plan.

I t  was back in the period of 
s trugg le  aga inst the L e ft Oppo
s ition tha t S ta lin  revealed to 
the c lique of h is closest co
th inkers  his g rea t socio logical 
and h is to rica l d iscovery : A ll 
regim es in the past fe ll only 
because of irreso lu tion  and vac
illa tio n  on the p a rt of the ru l
ing class. I f  the ru lin g  power 
evinced su ffic ie n t ruthlessness 
in the strugg le  aga inst its  ene
mies, not stopping a t mass ex
ecutions, i t  would a lw ays be 
able to cope w ith  a ll dangers. 
S TA L IN  W IL L  SHARE 
HIS S U B O R D IN A T E ’S F A T E

In  the autum n of 1927 th is  
w isdom  was a lready being re 
peated in a ll keys by S ta lin ’s 
agents so as to prepare the 
p a rty  pub lic  opinion fo r the 
com ing purges and tr ia ls . T o
day. to the m asters of the 
K re m lin  i t  m ay perhaps appear 
— in any case i t  appeared to 

| them  yesterday—th a t S ta lin ’s 
g rea t theory has been proved 
by facts. B u t th is  tim e  too h is 
to ry  w il l  sha tte r a police i l lu 
sion. When a social o r p o lit ica l 
reg im e comes into an irre co n 
c ilab le  co n flic t w ith  the needs 
o f a c o u n try ’s developm ent, re 
pressions can unquestionably 
prolong its  existence fo r  a ce r
ta in  period, bu t in  the end the 
ve ry  apparatus of repression 
w ill begin to c rack , w il l  be
come du lled and c rum b le . The 
police apparatus o f S ta lin  has 
entered p rec ise ly  th is  stage. 
The fa te  o f Yagoda and Yezhov 
presages the fu tu re  fa te  not 
on ly o f B e rya , b u t o f the com 
mon m aste r of a ll three.

Perhaps the best com m ent on the A d m in is tra 
tio n ’s new “ lend ing  p ro g ra m ”  was provided by 
the stock m a rke t. There  the passions w hich seek 
release in  Cham ber of Com m erce speeches and 
N .A .M . p u b lic ity  releases are sobered by the im 
m ed ia te ly  con tro lling  a im  of m ak ing  m oney. On 
the day the p rog ram  was announced and on the 
two fo llow ing  days, the stock m a rke t d id—noth
ing. The average stock prices changed scarce ly 
a t a ll, and tra d in g  was a t an old d ra y  horse ’s 
pace.

Th is  m ay seem odd, fo r the “ enem ies”  and 
“ fr ie n d s ”  of the p rog ram  w il l  have a lo t to  say 
about i t  in  the weeks to come. To the la tte r I t  w il l  
p u b lic ly  prove th a t R ooseveltism  is  s t i l l  on the 
m arch  in to  the land of honey and a lm onds; the 
fo rm e r w il l  find  one m ore convinc ing  piece of 
evidence th a t Roosevelt is runn ing  business Into 
the ground. Beneath both va rie ties  of ballyhoo, 
the stock m a rke t te lls  the tru th : th a t the p rog ram  
doesn’t  am ount to m uch of a dam n, one w ay o r 
the other.

Little Drops of Water
A ccord ing  to the headlines, the new scheme ca lls  

fo r a sum of $3,860,000,000. H ow ever, th is  am ount 
is on ly to be “ au tho rized .”  The proposal is  to 
spend a t m ost $870,000,000 d u ring  the n e x t fisca l 
year. The an tic ipa ted  na tiona l incom e fo r  the c u r
re n t yea r is around $68,000,000,000. The to ta l o f 
the Roosevelt p lan, there fo re , w ould am ount to 
1 1/3% o f the na tiona l incom e. S a lva tion  can 
h a rd ly  be bought a t so cheap a price.

As a m a tte r o f fa c t, exam ina tion  shows th a t, la  
spite o f the headlines, there is re a lly  no th ing 
“ new ”  In the p rog ram . I t  am ounts to l it t le  m ore 
than a bookkeeping change fro m  the practises of 
the past s ix  years. F o r exam ple, P .W .A . has been 
lend ing and spending b illions  o f do lla rs  on m any 
kinds of construction  pro jects . R oosevelt’s budget 
provided noth ing fo r P .W .A . in  the nex t fisca l 
ye a r; Congress has, so fa r , ea r-m arked  $125,008,- 
000 of W .P .A . funds fo r  P .W .A ., bu t even th a t 
m ay not stand. M uch of w ha t is included In the 
“ new ”  p rog ram  is s im p ly  a m odest substitu te  fo r 
P .W .A., to be handled under the recen tly  created 
Federa l W orks Agency.

O ther sections of the p rog ram  w il l  m e re ly  con
tinue the a lready func tion ing  a c tiv itie s  handled 
under R u ra l R esettlem ent, R u ra l E le c tr if ic a tlo * * ,  
and Home Owners Loan C orporation. The la s t sec
tion  w il l  m ake $500,000,000 ava ilab le  fo r  loans t *  
fo re ign  nations, ch ie fly , no doubt, in fu rthe rance  
of the a d m in is tra tio n ’s aggressive P a n -A m e rica * 
po licy.

F a r fro m  being a bold step in  advance, the pes- 
g ra m  does no m ore  than c a rry  on old devices 
w hich have a lready  shown th e ir  hopelessness la  
the past: and in m ost cases i t  does so no t on a 
g rea te r bu t on a m uch lesser scale than du rlag  
severa l previous years of R oosevelt’s reg im e.

The m ost advertised change is also no th ing new. 
The ad m in is tra tio n  is under pressure to reduce 
the ra te  of increase o f the na tiona l debt. The new 
appropria tions w il l  not be handled d ire c tly  by  the 
T reasu ry , but by special agencies created by Con
gress w h ich  w ill do th e ir own fin a n c ing : th e ir  
ob liga tions, however, to be guaranteed by the 
T reasury . Thus these ob liga tions w il l  not have t*  
appear on the books of the T reasu ry  as additions 
to the na tiona l debt. However, th is  has been done 
frequen tly  in  the past; and even now there  are 
m ore than $7,000,000,000 of such ob ligations o u t
stand ing.

The Meaning of the New Program
The new p rog ram  shows once m ore the begin

ning and end of New D eal w isdom . I t  flow s fro m  
the theory th a t was once ca lled  “ pum p p r im in g ”  
and is now known as “ com pensatory spending.”  
A ccord ing  to th is  theory, when p riva te  en terprise 
has a “ te m p o ra ry ”  s lum p, the governm ent steps 
in w ith  heavy spending to get business out o f the 
hole; then p riva te  en te rp rise  catches up, and a 
new wave of p rospe rity  fo llow s.

In  line  w ith  th is  theory  the governm ent has, 
since 1933, undertaken com pensatory spending 
w hich can be rough ly  m easured by the increase 
in the na tiona l d e b rt- $23,500,000,000—plus the 
seven or m ore b illions in  ob ligations o f the special 
agencies: a to ta l o f m ore than th ir ty  b illio n  do l
lars.

One th ing  was co rre c t about th is  th e o ry : w ith 
out th is  com pensatory spending, U . S. c a p ita lis t 
economy would have folded up. B u t a m uch m ore 
im p o rta n t side of the theory  was w ho lly  w rong: 
in spite of a ll these th ir ty  b illions o f pum p p rim in g  
and com pensatory spending, p riva te  en terprise 
has not “ caught on” ; on the co n tra ry , p r iva te  en
te rp rise  continues in  d isastrous shape, in  funda 
m enta ls ge tting  s tead ily  s icker year by year. W ith  
a ll the patches, they ju s t can ’t  seem to get H um p ty  
D um pty together again.

The la test spending p rog ram  is a confession of 
fa ilu re . The ta lk  of the money being loaned exc lu 
s ive ly  fo r “ se lf- liq u id a tin g ”  p ro jects  is a fa rce : 
i f  they were genuinely se lf-liq u id a tin g  (i.e ., p ro f it 
m a k in g ), there is p len ty  of id le  ca p ita l w hich 
would finance them  through p riva te  channels. The 
Rooseveltians are hoping th a t they can w h ip  up  a 
b rie f f lu r r y  of fic tit io u s  p rospe rity  w h ich  would 
get them  through e lection year. B u t even fo r such 
a purpose, the new p rog ram  is so sm a ll and tim id  
th a t its  e ffec t w il l  be h a rd ly  noticeable.

B u t fro m  the p rog ram  the W ar Deal w ill get 
one im p o rta n t weapon, and i t  m ay be th a t th is  
was the reason fo r a ll the res t: h a lf a b illio n  m ore 
do lla rs  fo r the State D epartm ent to use In lin in g  
up add itiona l L a tin  A m erican  d ic ta to rs  fo r  the 
w ar. The Johnson A ct, w h ich  was once supposed 
to p ro tec t the U nited States fro m  those fin a n c ia l 
entanglem ents w hich p layed such a ro le  in  sw ing
ing the coun try  in to the la s t w ar, is being suavely 
and e ffe c tive ly  superseded by the m aneuvers of 
the Roosevelt w a r m achine.

In  T renton a pub lic  school teacher in  the f ir s t  
grade is exonerated of the charge o f hav ing  taugh t 
her pupils “ h o rro r”  ta les, w h ich  concerned f ig h t
ing between Japan and China, autom obile  acc i
dents, etc. I t ’s dangerous business to te ll ch ild ren  
the facts of life , even the m ildes t k ind.

*  *  *

“ Czechs feel a g rea te r k insh ip  w ith  the U nited 
States than w ith  any o ther dem ocracy ,”  says D r. 
Joseph L . H rom adka o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f P rague, 
“ because Czecho-Slovakia has been w ith o u t an 
a ris toc racy  since the 17th ce n tu ry .”  Q u it qu ibb ling , 
D octor. The nastiest, fou lest, meanest, crassest 
k ind of a ris to c ra cy  is th a t o f m oney, and both the 
U n ited  States and you r coun try  know  th is  k ind  
too w e ll.


