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F.D.R. GIVES WAR DEFY TO JAPAN
Powers in Tangle 
Over China Loot

W ho Is Coughlin,
W hat Is His Program, 
How Did He Rise?

By JOSEPH HAN SEN

IN S T A L L M E N T  V
Father Coughlin, Speculator and Stockholder

When Coughlin was supporting Roosevelt and the New 
Deal during the honeymoon first term, he pronounced a 
series of discourses over the air on the silver question.

The burden o f these speeches was, briefly, that to save 
:he forgotten man, increase world trade, give everybody 
a job, and “ thaw out money," it was necessary only to raise 
the price o f silver.

"T h e  res to ra tion  of s ilve r to its  p roper value is of 
C h ris tian  concern. I  send you a ca ll fo r the m ob iliza tion  
• f  a ll C h ris tia n ity  aga inst the god o f go ld .”  (Quoted in  
the C hurchm an, June, 1939.)

Eventually Roosevelt did raise the price of silver.
And then Secretary o f the Treasury, Morgenthau re­

vealed in A pril 1934 that the largest holder o f silver fu ­
tures in the state o f Michigan was one Amy Collins, sec­
retary to Father Coughlin.

She held 500,000 ounces, costing 40 cents an ounce at 
the time o f purchase, but purchased at 10 per cent margin, 
or $20,000. Every time silver went up 1 cent it meant 
$5,000 profit fo r  the holder o f the 500,000 ounces.

On an investment of $20,000, Coughlin made 500 PER 
C EN T PRO FIT.

It was this revelation o f his silver speculations which 
turned Coughlin so savagely against Secretary o f the 
Treasury Morgenthau. Even the Bund since then curses 
Morgenthau regularly in its ritual. Not long afterward, 
Coughlin switched his support from President Roosevelt 
to W illiam  Lemke.

In 1935 the Detroit Free Press revealed in a series of 
articles that in 1929 and 1930 Father Coughlin had specu­
lated in stock o f the KelseyJHayes Wheel Co. and the 
Packard Motor Car Co., that in one transaction alone he 
paid as much as $30,110.89 fo r Kelsey-PIayes stock and 
lost nearly $14,000 in another venture. The Free Press also 
revealed that Coughlin manipulated three bank accounts, 
one in the name o f C. E. Coughlin, one in the name of the 
Radio League of the L ittle  Flower, and a third in the name 
of Ste. Therese o f the Child Jesus Parish, and that he used 
these funds for speculative purposes.

Father Coughlin’s interest in the stock o f certain auto­
mobile companies sheds an intensely illuminating light on 
his early ventures into the labor field.

Father Coughlin, Labor Hater
Besides having his printing done in a non-union shop. 

Father Coughlin constructed his m illion dollar Shrine of 
the L ittle  Flower by hiring an open-shop contractor who 
paid his men 25 to 40 per cent below trade union rates. In 
this way Coughlin showed what he means by a “ living an­
nual wage” !

As a result, the A.F. of L. at its 1934 convention at 
San Francisco unanimously adopted a resolution con­
demning Coughlin for his anti-labor policies.

Father Coughlin favors the company union :

“ Had the m o to r m anu fac tu re rs  been in  the least in te l­
ligen t, they w ould have helped to organize a fr ie n d ly  and 
e ffic ie n t union years ago.”  (E ig h t Lectures, p. 125.)

Father Coughlin is opposed to strikes (exactly the way 
H itle r and Mussolini are opposed to strikes!) :

"T h e  N a tiona l U nion fo r  Social Justice contends th a t 
s tr ikes  and lockouts are abso lute ly unnecessary.”  (Ser­
m on, D ecem ber 2, 1934.)

In  1935 a semi-company union, the Automotive Indus­
tria l Workers of Amerca, was organized. I t  was known as 
the “ Coughlin union”  because o f the blessing Coughlin 
gave it.

I t  was organized in order to prevent the formation o f a 
real fighting union which would gain better conditions, 
better wages, and shorter hours for the workers.

But the “ Coughlin union”  despite its blessing, decided to 
strike against the intolerable conditions in the Motor 
Products Co. and downed tools on November 15, 1935.

(Continued on Page 2)

OFFICIALS PUT 
W.P.A. SLASH 
INTO EFFECT

Postcard Campaign 
Futile— Only Action 
Will Bring Results

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
W A S H IN G TO N , June 22 

— W ith an order to suspend 
all activity in connection with 
new W .P.A. public building 
projects. Colonel F. C. H ar­
rington, W .P.A. administrat­
or, has begun to put into ef­
fect the intensified drive of 
President Roosevelt and Con­
gress against relief and the 
W.P.A.

The postcard cam paign of 
ce rta in  organizations pro testing 
the slash of re lie f app rop ria ­
tions has not had the s ligh test 
e ffect in  stopping the d rive  of 
the New Deal A d m in is tra tio n . 
I f  anyth ing , i t  has emboldened 
and’ encouraged the a ttack, 
Roosevelt and his henchmen in 
Congress fee ling  tha t the post­
card  cam paign w ill succeed in 
d iss ipa ting  the anger of those 
affected by the cuts and p re ­
vent them  fro m  tak ing  m ilita n t 
action.

H a rr in g to n ’s Order
H a rrin g to n ’s o rder which 

was te legraphed to a ll State ad­
m in is tra to rs  on June 17 is as 
fo llo w s :

" In  v iew  of provis ions of Sec­
tion  12 of A pp rop ria tion  B il l,  as 
passed by the House today, un­
t i l  fu r th e r qotice no pub lic  
bu ild ing  construction w il l  be 
s ta rted  w hich was not approved 
by the P res ident p r io r  to  June 
14.”

The en tire  W .P.A. construc­
tion  p rog ram  was so d ra s tica lly  
cu rta ile d  by the provis ions of 
the last slash app ropria tion  
th a t i t  am ounts to com plete e li­
m ina tion  of th is  phase of the 
fo rm e r re lie f p rog ram . The b ill 
as passed in the House fixes the 
cost of bu ild ing  a c tiv ity  by the 
W .P.A. to s tructu res costing 
not m ore than $40,000 i f  non- 

(Continued on Page 5)

PAINTERS ROUT 
STALINISTS IN 
PRIMARY POLLS

P ractica l Struggle A gainst W ar 
To Feature P a rty  Convention

By car, tra in , fre ig h t and 
thum b, delegates to the g rea t 
an ti-w a r convention of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  are a l­
ready heading in to  New Y o rk . 
The an ti-w a r convention, to be 
held Ju ly  1 to 4, w il l  be fo rm a l­
ly  opened by a la rge  pub lic  an­
ti-w a r m eeting in  Ir v in g  P laza

a t w hich m ili ta n t fro n t line  ing  P a rty  w o rk  and p lann ing  its

Genora Johnson Hails C .I.O . 
Drive at Labor Gathering

Tells Women to Support Husbands in Union 
Struggles— Dullea Calls for Defense Guards

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A c re a l)
GOSHEN, Ind . — B rin g in g  

news of fresh  C.I.O . v ic to ries  
s tra ig h t fro m  the auto fie lds of 
M ich igan , Genora Johnson, 
p ro m in e n t w om an labo r lead­
e r o f F lin t ,  addressed a labor 
ga the ring  in  th is  c ity  la s t Sun­
day. The occasion was a labor 
p icn ic  under the jo in t auspices 
o f the C.I.O . unions of Goshen.

Speaking on the recent 
" s t r ik e ”  engineered by M a rtin  
in  F lin t,  she branded i t  as a 
piece o f fa k e ry  ca lcu la ted  to 
fu r th e r h is own fa c tio n a l p u r­
poses and the “ p icke t l in e ”  as 
no th ing b u t a goon squad. In  
contrast, she ha iled  the new o f­
fensive launched by the C.I.O. 
forces in  the coal and auto 
fie lds , expressing the hope th a t 
the s trugg le  w ould be extended 
in to  te x tile , rubbe r, steel, and 
so on down the line  th roughout 
the coun try . She m ade a spe­
c ia l appeal to the women to 
back up th e ir husbands in  th e ir 
union strugg les and gave a s t ir ­

r in g  account of the v ita l ro le  
played by the wom en in  the 
g rea t auto s tr ikes  o f 1937.

C a ll fo r  Defense Guards

R obert D ullea, o rgan izer fo r 
the T e x tile  W orkers U nion of 
A m erica , who acted as c h a ir­
m an, ca lled fo r  the fo rm a tio n  
of union defense guards to p ro ­
te c t the unions fro m  the on­
s laught o f g row ing  fasc is t 
forces, po in ting  to the w ay in  
w h ich  sm a ll bands o f H it le r ’s 
B row n S h irts  were able to re ­
peated ly b reak up union m eet­
ings and thus to d is ru p t and de­
m ora lize  the en tire  union 
m ovem ent. “ Th is m ust not 
happen h e re ” , he said, “ and 
need not, p rov id ing  the labor 
forces waste no tim e  in  c re a t­
ing  the necessary ins trum ents  
fo r  p ro tec ting  them se lves.”

The a ffa ir  was held under 
the jo in t auspices of the Tex­
t i le  W orkers, R ubber W orkers, 
and U n ited  F u rn itu re  W orkers 
o f Goshen, Ind .

fig h te rs  in  the strugg le  against 
w a r and fasc ism  w il l  speak. 
The business sessions o f the 
convention w ill open a t 10 A .M . 
on F rid a y , Ju ly  1 and w il l  con­
tinue th rough M onday, J u ly  4.

In te rv iew ed  by the Socia list 
Appeal, Jam es P. Cannon de­
cla red , “ The b ig  tre k  fo r the 
an ti-w a r convention is under 
way. C redentia ls have a lready 
come in  fro m  delegates as fa r  
a p a rt as Seattle, Houston, Tex­
as and San F rancisco . T he re ’s 
re a lly  going to be a na tiona l 
representation and the conven­
tion  w ill present a p ic tu re  o f a 
na tionw ide organization.

"T h e  pre-convention discus­
sion has been conducted on a 
free and dem ocra tic  basis 
th roughout the P a rty , in  the in ­
te rn a l bu lle tins, the Socia list 
Appeal and a t m em bersh ip  
m eetings. The discussion has 
revealed a lm ost com plete una­
n im ity  on a ll fundam enta l po­
lit ic a l questions.

O rganization Convention
"T he  p a rty  is unanim ous in 

its  position on w a r and on v i r ­
tu a lly  a ll o ther im p o rta n t po­
lit ic a l questions. The an ti-w a r 
convention w il l  devote its e lf 
p r im a r i ly  to the p ra c tica l o r­
ganization o f the p a r ty ’s ir re c ­
oncilab le  s trugg le  aga inst w ar, 
the question th a t dom inates a ll 
others. F ro m  a ll ind ica tions, 
one is p re tty  safe in  saying 
th a t i t  w il l  be p re -em inen tly  an 
organ iza tion  convention. F o r 
the f i r s t  tim e  in  our h is to ry  the 
convention w il l  be able to con­
centra te  a lm ost e n tire ly  on the 
p ra c tica l questions of organiz-

im p rovem en t and extension. 
The s p ir it  o f the p a rty  is con­
fid e n t and o p tim is tic , as befits 
the on ly  p a rty  th a t seriously 
conducts a strugg le  against 
w a r and fasc ism  and a im s to 
w in .”

Tientsin Blockade Continues— Anglo-Soviet 
Negotiations Stymied as British Envoy to 
Kremlin Makes Small Progress

An American admiral defies a Japanese ultimatum. S tiffly- 
worded American notes are delivered in Tokyo. Cordell Hull 
fills the press with statements about American “ rights”  and 
“ interests" in China. A t Singapore the French and British 
Far Eastern naval staffs meet and receive with joy these evi­
dences that their friend Roosevelt is preparing to carry out

(his appointed task o f chief 
constable for Wall Street in 
the Pacific.

A ll this is a prelude to  a 
call to th is  country to inter­
vene to save the hoarded 
swags o f the British, French 
— and American —  robbers 
from the Japanese hijackers. 
I t  is a fresh step tow a rd  w ha t 
Roosevelt and W a ll S tree t un­
derstand to be the inev itab le  
clash between A m erican  and 
Japanese im p e ria lis m  fo r  dom ­
ina tion  of China and the en tire  
P a c ific  area.

Yankee Role
F o r m ake no m is take  about 

i t :  the B r it is h  are being made 
the m a in  ta rge ts  of Japan ’s 
la test d rive  aga inst its  r iv a ls  in  
China bu t everyone under­
stands th a t in  the showdown i t  
w il l  be the U n ited  States th a t 
w ill take the p re m ie r ro le . I t  
is Yankee im p e ria lis m  th a t w il l  
do the fig h tin g —not fo r "p o o r”  
China bu t fo r  the r ig h t to dis­
place the Japanese as oppres- 
sors-in-ch ie f of the Chinese 
people. T h a t is w ha t the pres­
ent c ris is  portends, even though 
the B r it is h  are fo r  the m om ent 
in  the hot spot.

C onfident th a t its  axis p a rt­
ners, G erm any and I ta ly ,  w il l  
keep B r ita in  b u s ily  engaged in  
Europe, the Japanese are m ean­
w h ile  con tinu ing  th e ir system ­
a tic  offensive aga inst the en­
trenched strongholds o f th e ir  
r iv a ls  in the fo re ign  conces­
sions. The T ien ts in  blockade 
continues. P roud B ritons , used 
to k ick in g  the Chinese around

Progressives Expect 
Election Victory Af­
ter Primary Sweep

Progressive forces in the 
Painters’ Union are working 
at high gear in preparation for 
the coming district elections 
on Saturday, June 24th, at 
tlie Lexington Avenue and 
26th Street armory.

O rganized in to  the In te r-lo ca l 
Conference of P rogressive 
P a in te rs ' C lubs of D is tr ic t 
Council No. 9, the P rogressives 
have waged a courageous union 
f ig h t fo r tw o years aga inst the 
notorious S ta lin is t w reck ing  
crew  headed by the T h irteen th  
S tree t C om m issar. L . W ein­
stock.

Two weeks ago the P rogres­
sives rea lized the fru its  of th e ir 
tw o yea rs ’ ba ttle  fo r  progres­
sive un ionism . They made a 
clean sweep in  the Loca l p r i ­
m a ry  e lections and convinced 
the whole union m ovem ent th a t 
the New Y o rk  pa in te rs  had got­
ten w ise to the S ta lin is t dem a­
gogues and w ere de te rm ined  to 
be r id  of them  a t a ll costs.

(Continued on Page 2)

M ilitant Urges I.L.G .W . to 
Form Labor Defense Guards

Harry Milton, Trade Unionist and Veteran 
of Spanish Civil War, Proposes Action

N EW  Y O R K .—H a rry  M ilton , 
p rom inen t and active  m em ber 
of Loca l 66, In te rn a tio n a l L a ­
dies G arm en t W orkers U nion, 
and a recen tly  re tu rned  ve teran 
of the Spanish C iv il W ar in  
w hich he fought w ith  the 29th 
(Len in) D iv is ion  of the L o ya l­
is t A rm y  aga inst the Fascists, 
has presented to the E xecu tive  
Board o f his U nion, w ith  a copy 
to In te rn a tio n a l P res ident D a­
v id  D ub insky, a reso lu tion u rg ­
ing im m ed ia te  action on the 
bu ild ing  of a com pany of A n ti- 
F asc is t U nion G uards in  each 
and every loca l of the I.L .G .- 
W.U.

Id e n tica l resolutions have 
been sent to o ther locals o f the 
A m erican  Federa tion  of Labor 
and the C.I.O.

There is a strong and g row ­
ing  sentim ent among the m em ­
bers of the I.L .G .W .U . in  fa vo r 
of the bu ild ing  o f such A n ti­
fasc is t U nion Guards because

of the invasion o f the needle 
trades area by Coughlin fas­
cists se lling  Social Justice 
w hich spews its  poisonous m es­
sage of an ti-un ion ism , re lig ious 
in to le rance  and ra c ia l b igo try .

They are p a rt ic u la r ly  d is ­
tu rbed  by the recen t a tte m p t of 
the fascis ts  to b reak up the 
s tree t m eeting  o f the A m erican  
Labo r P a rty  a t w h ich  M ichae l 
Q u ill, p res ident of the T ra n s ­
p o rt W orkers U nion, spoke.

Am ong the hundreds o f thou­
sands o f m em bers o f the I .L . 
G .W .U . in  N ew  Y o rk  are thou­
sands o f ex-service men, hun­
dreds of re tu rned  Spanish W ar 
Veterans and thousands o f ex­
perienced veterans o f scores of 
s tr ikes  and battles.

They are de term ined to exer­
cize and preserve th e ir demo­
c ra tic  rig h ts  and above a ll th e ir  
trade  unions fo r  them selves 
and fo r  a ll an ti-fasc is ts  and 
they are becom ing m ore and 

(Continued on Page 2)

like  an im als, are being made 
to ea t some o f th e ir  own d ir t. 
I t ’s a rea l a tro c ity  s to ry  when 
you read th a t subjects o f H is 
M a jes ty  are being made to 
stand in  line  w ith  Chinese cool­
ies! The on ly  troub le  w ith  th is  
is th a t they are being fo rced 
to do so by th e ir  Japanese r iv a l 
gangsters and no t by the 
aroused w ra th  o f the Chinese 
people.

S im ultaneously, the Japanese 
moved in  on Swatow, one o f the 
last two ports  s t i l l  no t under 
th e ir d ire c t con tro l on the 
South China coast. Japanese 
a rm y  and navy  forces landed 
there Wednesday m o rn ing  and 
soon took possession o f _ the 
port.

A t anchor there were the 
A m erican  destroyer P ills b u ry  
and the B r it is h  destroyer Than- 
et. The Japanese demanded 
th e ir departu re  and i t  was th is  
dem and th a t A d m ira l Y a rn e ll 
rebuffed . I f  necessary, he said 
in  e ffect, the whole navy  w ould 
be used to p ro te c t the 40 A m e r­
icans in  the c ity ! And he p ro ­
ceeded to o rde r add itiona l w a r­
ships to the scene.

Th is , o f course, is the so rt of 
s tu ff heroes are m ade of—in  
T ien ts in  the Japanese m ig h t 
m ake the B r it is h  take  th e ir  
pants down, bu t Y a rn e ll w il l  
keep old g lo ry  f ly in g  over Swa­
tow ! W hat he is a c tu a lly  doing, 
in  e ffect, is to serve notice on 
the Japanese th a t they cannot 

(Continued on Page 2)



In  th e 
Labor 
Unions

=  By B. J. W ID IC K  —
Ws know some unem ployed 

la b ro a d  w orkers i.v  A s to ria , 
New Y ork , who w ill bo especi­
a lly  in terested in  the fo llow ing 
hem  we picked up in  C leveland, 
Ohio, th is week.

The convention of the B ro th ­
erhood of R a ilroad  T ra in m e n  is 
s t i l l  going on. Its  cost is now 
nea rly  $1,000,000. By he tim e  
the convention ad journs, over 
< ne m illio n  bucks w il l  have 
been used fro m  the union tre a s ­
u ry  fo r convention expenses 1 
T h a t’s m ore dough than the 
C .I.O. used to organize the auto 
in d u s try !

Set-Back for Whitney
By the way. P resident A . F . 

W hitney took some severe set­
backs at th is  convention. 
George W. Anderson, secre­
ta ry -tre a su re r, who b lasted the 
extravagance of the W hitney 
reg im e as reported  p rev ious ly  
in  the Socia lis t Appeal, was re ­
elected to his post.

W hitney defeated C harles H . 
S m ith  fo r presidency. He was 
shocked to fin d  opposition to 
his o ffice . W h itney ’s a tte m p t to 
get S m ith  defeated subsequent­
ly  fo r the position of v ice -p res i­
dent w hich he had held, was 
unsuccessful. J. A . F a rq u h a r- 
son, ed ito r o f the R a ilroad  
T ra inm en  and na tiona l le g is la ­
tive  representa tive  of the b ro th ­
erhood. another W h itney oppo­
nent, was also re-elected.

The c lim a x  in  m any respects 
came when 300 anti-W h itney 
delegates held a specia l d inner 
and dance to honor opposition 
leaders th is  week.

W h itney ’s a tte m p t to achieve 
d ic ta to r ia l con tro l o f the B ro th ­
erhood has collapsed. U n fo r­
tuna te ly , the opposition is no 
m ore progressive  on m ost is ­
sues than W hitney. The w ors t 
aspect of the ra ilro a d  unions is 
the huge bu reaucracy set up 
w hich eats the finances o f the 
unions and weighs them  down 
in to  im potency. Th is  conven­
tion  illu s tra te s  the fa c t s tr ik ­
ing ly .

Technological Progress
An idea of w ha t technologi­

ca l developm ent and subse­
quen t unem ploym ent m ean to 
a w orke r was fu rn ished by a 
tire  bu ilde r who reports  the fo l­
low ing:

“ Ten years ago I  used to 
m ake 28 special size tires  in  a 
d a y ’s w ork . I  was m ak ing  58 
o f the same tire s  u n til recently . 
They had im proved the ma- 
c liine  and fig u re d  out in  tim e - 
studies how to save operations 
th a t increased m y w ork to the 
56 tires .

“ Now I  am  scheduled to 
m ake 180 of these tire s  in  s ix 
hours w ith  a new tire -bu ild ing  
m achine they are se tting  up! 
And th is  is in  s ix  hours! M y 
pay is n 't any h igher than i t  
was ten years ago! O f course, 
in s ta llin g  th is  new m ach inery  
w il l  m ean th a t one tire  bu ilde r 
can do the w ork  o f three. W hat 
happens to them ? They can t 
even get on W .P .A . anym ore .’ ’

In c id e n ta lly , th is  t ire b u ild e r 
isn ’t  in terested in  the slogan 
30-30 fo r h im se lf. He makes 
m ore than $30 a week fo r  a 30 
hour week. W hat he wants to 
know is w hat can be done and 
how can i t  be done so th a t he 
gets the bene fit o f his increased 
w ork.

W hile  there  is a lin g e rin g  re ­
sentm ent aga inst the in tro d u c ­
tion  of new m ach ine ry , m ost 
w orkers show th e ir  resentm ent 
aga inst the r ig h t p lace, the 
bosses. The job o f the union is 
to f ig h t fo r the benefits th a t 
com pany gets fro m  the new 
m ach inery . M uch h igher pay 
and m uch low er hours is the 
w ay to squeeze the bene fit fro m  
the bosses.

Book Proceeds 
To Chinese 4th 
Internationalists

A sym pa th ize r has donated 
a num ber of copies of F reda 
U ty le ’s book, “ Japan ’s G am ­
ble in  C h ina” . The proceeds 
are to go fo r the w o rk  of 
Chinese 4 tli In te rna tiona lis ts , 
whose appeal fo r funds to 
c a rry  on th e ir v ita l w ork  
was published recently  in  
the Socia list Appeal. Com­
rades are urged to ob ta in  a 
copy now on sale a t the T a­
bor Bookshop fo r $2.

THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP 

At Your Service

Militant Urges 
I.L.G.W. to Form 
Defense Guards

(Continued fro m  Page 11
m ore convinced the only e ffec­
tive  weapon aga inst fascism  
and fo r the p reserva tion  of 
th e ir libe rtie s  fo r  every local 
in  the I.L .G .W .U . and the 

G eneral E xecu tive  Board 
I.L .G .W .U .

A .F .L . and C .I.O . is to bu ild  
companies of A n ti-F asc is t L a ­
bor G uards, as has a lready 
been done in  numerous lo ca li­
ties, no tab ly  M inneapolis.

Th is resolution presented by 
M ilton , reads as fo llow s:

A tte n tio n : D av id  D ub insky i
D ear B ro th e r:

I  appear before you to present fo r your consideration and 
adoption a ve ry  u rgen t reso lu tion w h ich  ca lls  fo r im m ed ia te  
action on an issue th a t is v ita l to the organized labor m ove­
m ent.

The recent a c tiv ity  of the Coughlin ites has placed the issue j 
o f fasc ism  square ly  before the w orkers o f New Y o rk . N ot on ly 
have the C oughlin ites sold th e ir fasc is t lite ra tu re  in  the p r in ­
c ipa l sections of the c ity , bu t they have now begun to organize 
phys ica l a ttacks against w orkers and w orking-class organiza­
tions.

They have a ttacked s tree t m eetings of w o rke rs ' o rgan­
izations, a tte m p tin g  to break them  up w ith  vio lence. T he ir 
lite ra tu re  has long engaged in Jew -ba iting . Now th is  v ic ious 
an ti-S em itism  has begun to take on an ex trem e ly  p rovocative  
fo rm . U nder the guise of ca llin g  labor speakers “ Jew s”  and 
"co m m u n is ts ” , they have a ttem pted to d rive  these speakers 
o ff the streets.

The whole h is to ry  of the Coughlin m ovem ent shows th a t i t  
is a de libera te  fasc is t m ovem ent designed to crush the A m e r­
ican labor m ovem ent. I ts  an ti-S em itism  alone, would cha rac ­
te rize  i t  as s im ila r  to the m ovem ents in  G erm any and I ta ly  
w hich put M usso lin i and H it le r  in  power and w h ich  w iped out 
the labo r organizations in those countries. There is good rea ­
son to believe th a t the Coughlin m ovem ent is secre tly  
financed by B ig  Business as were the M ussolin i and H it le r  
organizations. Now the C oughlin forces in New Y o rk  C ity  have 
become so bold and provoca tive  th a t they have organized 
ra ids in to  w orking-class sections. L a s t S aturday, they began 
se lling  th e ir  fasc is t l ite ra tu re  in  U nion Square and stabbed a 
school teacher, Samuel A pp lebaum ; and they have now in ­
vaded the Needle T rades area. S aturday n igh t, they invaded 
the Debs Labo r School, 114 West Fourteenth  Street, and 
w recked it,  sm ashing typ e w rite rs , destroying records, and 
stea ling  lis ts  of names. Th is  is exac tly  the way fascism  and 
N azism  began—-by sm ashing the headquarters of labor o r­
ganizations, stabb ing and shooting w orkers under the guise 
of Jew -ba iting .

I f  labor does not answer these a ttacks, then the C oughlin­
ites w il l  begin a bolder and m ore da ring  series of a ttacks cn 
la rg e r organizations, and even tua lly  crush the A m erican  
trade  unions.

I t  is estim ated th a t there are m ore than 800 fasc is t o rgan ­
izations in  the U n ited  States beside the C oughlin ites, and a ll 
these organizations are now beginning to ga ther together. The 
experience of the labor m ovem ent in  Europe has proved be­
yond doubt th a t labor can w ithstand the onslaught of the 
fascists on ly i f  i t  re lies p r im a r i ly  on its own organized 
strength.

In  v iew  of the ris in g  fasc is t danger and especia lly the 
a c tiv ity  of the N a tiona l U nion fo r Social Justice (C oughlin­
ites) Loca l 66, I.L .G .W .U ., favo rs  the im m ed ia te  organization 
of an A n ti-F asc is t U nion G uard. I t  fu r th e r urges a ll o ther 
locals in  our in te rn a tio n a l union to endorse the crea tion  of 
such guards as the only method o f e ffe c tive ly  com batting  
fasc is t fo rm a tions  and p reserv ing  the dem ocra tic  rig h ts  and 
c iv il  lib e rtie s  of labor.

The purpose of th is  A n ti-F asc is t G uard  w ill be to defend 
the c iv il  lib e rtie s  and the dem ocra tic  righ ts  o f ou r union, and 
to w ork  together w ith  a ll labor o rganizations against fasc is t 
a ttacks.

F ra te rn a lly . 
H A R R Y  M ILT O N

W h o  Is Father Coughlin, 
W h a t Is His Program?

Continued fro m  Page 1)
In the vicious strike-breaking campaign that followed, 

the strikers asked Father Coughlin for help.
He REFUSED to see their delegation. He refused to 

broadcast in their behalf. He refused to speak a single 
word in their cause.

Let it not be forgotten, that many of the leaders of this 
strike were members o f Father Coughlin’s organization, 
the National Union fo r Social Justice.

The police, the armed scabs, the organized company ter­
ror— these, combined with the Judas kiss o f Father Cough­
lin, broke the strike.

Yes, Coughlin promises many beautiful things to the 
oppressed, but when the crucial moment comes, he is the 
first to plant the dagger in  their backs.

Since the formation of the C.I.O. Coughlin has assailed 
it venomously and incessantly.

When Governor A. B. Chandler of Kentucky ordered 
President Roosevelt’s National Guard down to Harlan 
County with orders to shoot to k ill i f  necessary to break 
the strike, Coughlin whitewashed the coal operators who 
have been notorious throughout the nation for half a cen­
tury as one of the most tyrannical, bloody, and violent 
sections o f the boss class.

“ The U nion Leaders Made Troops N ecessary.”  (Social 
Justice, June 5, 1939, p. 21, headline to a rt ic le  on H a rlan .)

“ To guarantee the men th e ir r ig h t to w ork, G overnor 
C handler found i t  necessary to ca ll ou t n e a rly  1,000 N a­
tiona l G uard  troops to stand guard over the m ines. . . . 
Lew is defied the forces o f la w  and order in  H a rlan  
County, K y ., where G overnor C handler said th a t 75 per 
cent o f the m ine w orkers desired to w ork , despite Lew is ' 
com m and th a t they continue in  idleness. The c ry  of 
re vo lt (aga inst Lew is) was heard in  o ther sections s ick ­
ened by L e w is ’ one-man ru le  over th e ir  jobs, homes, and 
happiness.”  (Social Justice, M ay 22, 1939.)

The coal operators, who are also the county officials, 
openly admitted that T H E Y  sent for the troops to break 
the strike.

As a propagandist able and w illing to paint up violence, 
1 terror, and intimidation o f the bosses w ith the gentle colors 

o f the lily, Coughlin has no equal— in America.
The Memorial Day massacre, in which Republic Steel 

Corporation shot down unarmed workers in the back is 
blamed by Father Coughlin on the workers. He character­
izes the massacre as a “ bloody rio t”  and asserts that it w ill

They Showed the Way to Fight W.P.A. Cuts

The s ta rt of the recent H oliday D em onstra tion  in  M inneapo lis  and St. Paul. Thousands 
of unemployed w orkers  jo ined the m otorized procession to the State C apito l to pro test aga inst 
the re lie f-s lash ing  program  of the state, c ity  and Roosevelt adm in is tra tions . Seen here is Local 
544’s Federa l W orkers Section.

Progressive Painters Rout Stalinists 
In Clean Sweep o i Local Primary Polls

(Continued from  Page 1) | ers of Loca l 1035 of Long Is-
L. J. Stevens, one of the Pro-1 land D is tr ic t Council 28 have 

gressive leaders, received fo u r J fo rm ed a “ R ank and F ile  
hundred and eighteen votes ou t | G ro u p " on a p rog ram  o f sweep- 
of a to ta l of seven hundred j ing the C om m unist P a rty  
cast fo r the post of S ecre tary-1 w reck ing  crew  out o f o ffice . 
T reasure r in  the p rim a rie s  of l Just as D is tr ic t Council 9 of 
Local U nion 848. In  Loca l U nion the pa in ters has its  Louis Wein-
No. 261, B ro the r A rbe r, P ro ­
gressive candidate, defeated 
the S ta lin is t machine m an by o 
large m a jo r ity . In  Loca l U nion 
No. 892, W m. H aupt, another 
leading Progressive, routed 
W einstock’s stooge, C raw ford .- 
In  Loca l Union No. 51, C ronin, 
the P rogressive candidate fo r 
Business Agent, led the tic k e t 
by a w ide m arg in . In  Loca l 
No. 874, B ro th e r B a ld inucc i, a 
leading m em ber of the P ro ­
gressive Group, defeated the 
S ta lin is t candidate fo r Business 
Agent by a four-to-one vote. In  
Local Union No. 1011, B ro the r 
Rubenstein, the P rogressive 
candidate fo r Business Agent, 
led the tic ke t by sixteen hun­
dred votes.

S ta lin is ts  on R un  
W ith this p re lim in a ry  v ic to ry  

under th e ir belts, the P rog res­
sives are confident th a t they 
have the S ta lin is ts  on the run. 
They are m aking  last-m inu te  
preparations to get a record 
tu rnou t of the m em bersh ip  fo r 
the com ing elections. In fo rm ­
ing the m em bersh ip  th a t the 
pa in ters are not alone in the 
fig h t aga inst the S ta lin is t can­
cer, they po in t out th a t honest 
unionists in  the Autom obile  
W orkers ' Union, the N a tiona l 
M a r it im e  Union, the F u r r ie rs ’ 
U nion and o ther unions are be­
g inn ing  to re vo lt aga inst the 
S ta lin is t ty ra n ts  and w reckers. 
They conclude th e ir appeal by 
urg ing  the m em bersh ip  to “ vote 
down the d is trusted , incom pe­
ten t and co rru p t C om m issar 
A d m in is tra tio n  ! Enough of s ta r­
va tion , d isc rim in a tio n , e tc .! 
Vote fo r  the en tire  P rogressive 
s la te !"

Long Island Progressive 
Painters Prepare to 
Oust Stalinists

In  p repara tion  fo r  the in te r­
union e lection to be held in  the 
near fu tu re , progressive pa in t-

stock. the Long Is land  D is tr ic t 
has its  R edler, a notorious and 
d iscred ited  C.P. com m issar 
who was caught red-handed in 
the m isapp rop ria tion  of union 
funds by the a le rt m em bersh ip . 
Removed fro m  office , R edler 
has continued to apply his 
w reck ing  po licy  th rough the 
m an ipu la tion  of various C.P. 
stooges in  the loca l. Organized 
w ith in  the loca l as the “ U n ity  
C lub ,”  the C.P. m achine under 
the behind-the-scenes leader­
ship of R ed ler has been con­
ducting  the union's a ffa irs  in 
such a high handed and in e ff i­
c ien t m anner, d isp lay ing  fa v o r­
it is m  tow ards a ll who “ agree”  
w ith  i t  and d isc rim in a tin g  
aga inst the bu lk  of the m em ber­
ship, th a t v ir tu a lly  the en tire  
loca l is up in  arm s.

Scab Henchm en
A lthough R edler is now out of 

o ffice , his henchmen in  the lo ­
cal include o ld -tim e scabs. 
C hief stooge o f the d iscred ited  
R edler is the notorious Sam 
G eventer, leader of the Com­
m un is t P a rty  fra c tio n  and un­
t i l  he jo ined the union two 
years ago had a 24-years' 
s tand ing as a scab.

On a pa r w ith  G eventer is the 
C.P. incum bent Business 
Agent, 'Benny L a rk in , whose 
“ p rogress ive ”  cha rac te r was 
best revealed when, in  app ly ­
ing  fo r a leave of absence, he 
te m p o ra rily  ins ta lled  in  his 
place the even m ore notorious 
" L it t le  G angy”  Davidson. D av­
idson was described by the 
Long Is land  D a ily  Press of 
Septem ber 10, 1937 as hav ing  
“ beaten 3 m u rd e r ra p s ”  and 
has behind h im  a record  o f 37 
arrests. I t  is no wonder th a t 
t i i is  t r in i ty ,  R ed le r, G eventer 
and Davidson, have ne a rly  
ru ined the local d u ring  the past 
year.

C onfident o f V ic to ry
The “ R ank and F ile ”  group, 

proceeding aga inst th is  gang­
s te r C.P. c lique, is the f i r s t  o r­
ganized opposition group to be

he easy for the Republic Steel Corporation to “ prove to any 
ju ry  that it Cost them” the $7,500,000 for which they are 
suing the workers they attacked. (Editoria l in Social Jus­
tice, June 5, 1939.)

The editorial continues with a vicious attack on the 
C.I.O. To Father Coughlin any militant worker is a “ red,”  
a “ socialist,”  a conspirator in the ring of “ international 
Jewry.”

When he retired “ forever”  from the air and public life 
in 1936, he returned in less than two months, January 1, 
1937, with an attack on thousands o f striking General M o ­
tors workers.

His civil liberties record is no better than his labor 
record.

In the March 13, 1939, issue of Social Justice, for ex­
ample, he opposes anti-lynching legislation.

In the December 19, 1938, issue, he attacks the La Fol- 
lette Civil Liberties Committee, which exposed the million 
dollar labor spy racket and the widespread use by powerful 
corporations of thugs, machine guns, poison gas, intim ida­
tion, terror, and violence against their workers.

Father Coughlin does not like investigations or expo­
sures such as those conducted by the La Follette C ivil L i­
berties Committee.

Let the fools and the suckers bite at the gaudily feather­
ed hook Father Coughlin dangles! Labor's right to organ­
ize? Father Coughlin believes in it the same way Tom 
Girdler and Henry Ford and the Harlan County coal oper­
ators do. Just let the workers dare to carry a card in a 
genuine union! There are ways o f changing those workers’ 
minds— Memorial day Massacres, multi-m illion dollar 
damage suits, rifles and bayonets o f the National Guard, a 
spray o f machine gun slugs in the back. . . .

(To be continued in next issue)

fo rm ed w ith in  the loca l in  
years, hav ing  as its  base the 
D ggest and m ost in flu e n tia l 
union in  Queens. The P rogres­
sive Rank and F ile  Group is 
confident of v ic to ry  despite the 
fa c t th a t the loca l is a s trong ­
hold of the C .P., w hich has 14 
of its  18 Queens fra c tio n  m em ­
bers concentrated in  the local.

R unning aga inst Benny L a r ­
k in  on the Progressive tic k e t is 
Dave M orten, whose clean, 
honest and aggressive union­
ism  is known to pa in ters 
th roughout G rea te r New Y o rk .

W ith  Loca l 1035 p rov id ing  the 
la rges t base of progressive 
pa in ters, the Rank and F ile  
Group hopes in the near fu tu re  
to organize an in te r-loca l con­
ference in D is tr ic t Council 28 
w h ich  w ill pu t an end to Red- 
le rism  and the C.P. po licy  of 
un iting  w ith  gangster elem ents.

T h e ir p rog ram  ca lls  fo r equal 
d iv is ion  of w ork , the organ iza ­
tion  of the one -fam ily  homes, 
jobs and adequate compensa­
tion  fo r p ickets, aga inst p o lit i­
ca l d isc rim in a tio n  and fa v o r­
itism , the abo lition  o f local au­
tonom y, ( ju r isd ic tio n ) so as to 
w ork in  every p a rt o f Long Is ­
land.

BOSTON B E N E F IT  P A R T Y
H U G E SUCCESS!

We opened our m a il th is  
m orn ing  and there a w a itin g  us 

1 was a check fo r $54.39, the en- 
1 l ire  proceeds of a p a rty  run  by 
I (tie Boston branch fo r the bene­
f i t  o f the A P P E A L !

O ur w a rm es t thanks go to 
the com rades in Boston who 

j  | made th is  possible. T ha t places 
| Boston on a par w ith  Los A n ­

geles and M inneapo lis  as the 
best A P P E A L  branches in the 
coun try . And now, how about a 
few  m ore pa rties  fo r the sem i­
w eekly A P P E A L?

T H E  BRAN CH ES AT W O R K:
“ R eading the June 13 issue 

o f the paper I  noticed the sug­
gestion of Paul F ie ld in g  fo r 
disposing of copies of the A p ­
peal. We in  St. Lou is have de­
cided to tr y  his suggestion by 
using copies of the Appeal con- 
(a in ing  the a rtic les  on C oughlin 
and d is tr ib u tin g  them  in  the 
Jew ish ne ighborhoods.”  E . 
W ashburn, St. Lou is agent.

"D u r in g  the past week we 
have been shouting our tra n s i­
tiona l slogans and anti-Cough- 
lin  slogans on the streets when 
selling the paper. The response 
is re a lly  in sp ir in g . People ask 
fo r our address. They buzz w ith  
excitem ent. They p a t us on the 
back, te ll us th a t’s w ha t we 
need.

" A t  a recent m eeting we cov­
ered, the “ People ’s W orld ”  
(S ta lin is t) salesmen w ent in to 
a huddle when they saw the e f­
fe c t o f ou r slogan on the w o rk ­
ers. One of them  s im p ly  
siopped se lling  the r a g ! ”  Leo 
Kassul, Los Angeles Appeal 
aeent.

U. S. GIVES WAR 
DEFY TO JAPAN

subscriber to the N . Y . Vo lk- 
zeitung, the N. Y . C a ll and the 
S oc ia lis t C all. I  was a m em ber 
of the S ocia lis t P a rty , and sub­
scribed to the Appeal to  Reason 
u n til i t  became a book agent’s 
paper.

“ None of these papers how­
ever, showed a s p ir it  as m il i­
ta n t and courageous as the 
Socia list Appeal and I  hope I t  
w il l keep up th is  s p ir it  because, 
in  m y  opinion, m ilita n c y  is the 
on ly ch a ra c te ris tic  th a t w il l  ap­
peal to the massss and arouse 
them  to th row  o ff th e ir  chains'! ”  
—F.W .H . of St. Lou is P a rk , 
M inn.

*  *  *

ONE W E E K  L E F T  IN  
S U B -R E N E W A L D R IV E :

There is s t i l l  another week to 
go in  the d rive  fo r  renew al sub­
scrip tions. R ig h t now M inne­
apolis and New Y o rk  C ity  are 
la r  ahead and have eas ily  done 
the best job.

N ext week we sha ll announce 
the com plete resu lts and l is t  
w ha t each branch obta ined. 
H e re ’s the l is t o f new subs fo r 
th is  past w eek:

M in n e a p o lis .................16
New Y o rk  C ity  10
P h ilade lph ia  .............. 9
Ohio 5
C a lifo rn ia  .............  5
F o re ign  ...............  4
L y n n .............................. 2
Chicago 2
New Y o rk  State . . .  1
Pennsylvan ia  ............ 1
Ind iana  l
C onnecticut 1
W ashington, D.C. 1

T o ta l.
*
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Boston has increased its  bun­
dle o rde r by 25 per issue and 
now takes a to ta l o f 130 copies, 
tw ice  each week.

SOCIALIST APPEAL & NEW INTERNATIONA  
Can be Obtained at the Following Newsstands

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
expect to go m uch fa r th e r in  
th e ir d rive  aga inst th e ir r iv a ls  
w ithou t bunking into. W a ll 
S tree t’s navy.

G erm ans Set W ar Stage
The Japanese fro n ta l d rive  

on the B r itis h  along the China 
coast is not proceeding, how­
ever, independently of the s itu ­
a tion in  Europe. The Japanese 
opened up on the B r it is h  in  
close co llabora tion  w ith  the 
G erm ans, who are se tting  the 
stage fo r the sum m er w ar 
th rea ts  th a t m ay in  fa c t lead 
to w a r bu t w hich they hope w ill 
lead to another M un ich .

The F a r E aste rn  c ris is  un­
fo lds th is tim e  in  rh y th m  w ith  
the continu ing  c ris is  in  Europe. 
In  Moscow the Anglo-Soviet ne­
gotia tions were thorough ly 
s tym ied. A fte r cha rac te riz ing  
the’ la tes t B r itis h  a lliance  p ro ­
posals as “ no t e n tire ly  fa v o r­
ab le ”  the K re m lin  issued a fu r ­
the r com m unique th rough Tass 
Agency s ta ting  th a t no t m uch 
progress was being made. A 
d iscovery of a means fo r  p ro ­
v id ing  cows w ith  fa lse teeth 
took the p la y  away in  the M os­
cow press fro m  news o f the a l­
liance th a t is supposed to tra n s ­
fo rm  the balance of pow er in  
E u ro p e !

A t the same tim e  i t  was re ­
ported fro m  B e rlin  by the New 
Y o rk  T im es th a t Germ an-So­
v ie t trade negotiations have 
reached the po in t where H it le r  
is se lecting the personnel of a 
delegation th a t is to go to M os­
cow to conclude the ta lks  there. 
In  other words, as M olotov 
fo recas t in  his speech a few  
weeks ago, the K re m lin  does 
not in tend to p e rm it C ham ber­
la in ’s pious hopes fro m  in te r ­
fe r in g  w ith  its  hopes o f m aking  
a deal w ith  H it le r  i f  i t  can.

M A N H A TTA N  
C herry  & K a th e r in e  Sts., M onroe & 

M adison Sts.— K -K  S ta tio n e ry  Store. 
N ear K n icke rb o cke r V illa g e  ■— V il-  
la rd ’s G enera l Store, Essex &  De- 
lancey Sts.— S.E. H ouston  &  C lin ton . 
Meisel Bookshop— G rand &  A tto rn e y  
Sts. C lin to n  & E. B 'w a y . 5 th St. & 
Ave. B— N .W . 9 th  SL & Ave. D —  
C andy Store, 2nd Ave. & 2nd S t.—  
N .W . 2nd Ave. & 4 th  SL 17 F ir s t  
Ave. 2nd Ave. & 9th St. (S tu yve sa n t 
C as ino ). Ave. B  &  10th St. —  N .E . 
2nd Ave. & 12th SL (n e a r C afe R o y ­
a l) .  W a v e r ly  PI. & B ’w ay. —  N .W . 
B iederm an ’s— 184 Second Ave. U n iv . 
PI. & 12th SL— N .E . 14th SL &  U n iv . 
p i.— S.E. 14th St. &  B 'w a y .— S.E. 
14th St. &  4th A ve.— S.W. 14th SL & 
4th A ve.— N .E . 14th SL &  4th A ve.—  
1st S tand S.E. 14th SL & 4 th  A ve.—  
2nd S tand S.E. 14th SL &  3rd A ve.—  
S.W. 14th SL & 3rd Ave.— N .W . 14th 
St. opp. Jefferson Thea tre . 14th SL &  
2nd Ave. — N .W . 13th SL &  Ave. A. 
14th SL & 8 th Ave. —  N. E. 23rd SL 

&  7Ui A ve.— N .W . &  SL & 6th Ave. 
— N .E . 4 2nd SL &  5th A ve.— S.W. 
36th SL & 7th A ve.— N .E . 38th SL & 
GUi Ave. 38 th  St. & 8th Ave. 38th St.
6  7 th A ve.— N .W . &  S.W . B 'w a y . & 
38th SL— N .E . 131 W . 33rd S t.— Rm.
7 04. 76 G reenw ich Ave. 8 th SL &  6th 
Ave.— N .E .o l U n iv . PI. R and Book 
Store— 7 E. 15th SL 23rd SL &  4 tli 
Ave. —  S.W. 14th S.W. 42nd opp. 
S te rn 's— South side. 42nd SL &  6th 
Ave.— S.E. &  S.W. 42nd SL &  7th 
Ave.— S.W. 64th SL &  63th SL & 
B 'w a y . —  C andy Store. 66th SL & 
B 'w a y . 7 2nd SL & B 'w a y . 93rd St. & 
C olum bus Ave. 96th SL & C ent’l. Pk. 
W est. 110th SL &  C o lum bus A ve.—- 
N .E . 181st St. &  St. N icho la s  Ave. 
157th SL & B 'w a y — N .W . 145th SL 
& St. N icho la s  Ave. (W ig e rs o n 's ). 
M adison Ave. ¿2 90th St.— N .W . 
B R O N X

Longw ood Ave. &  Southern B oule­
va rd — S.W. 171st St. &  F u lto n  Ave. 
S.W. 170th SL & Jerom e A ve.— S.E. 
167th SL &  Jerom e Ave. Jerom e & 
B u rn s id e  Ave. 161st St. &  P rospect 
Ave. Freem an SL &  S outhern  B lvd . 
174th SL &  Boston Road. K ln g s - 
b ridge  Rd. & Jerom e Ave. E a s t M o- 
sholu S ubw ay S ta tion . 3897 Sedgw ick 
Ave. M ce llan  & G rand Concourse— 
S.E.
B R O O K L Y N

S traus cor. P itk in  Ave. T o m pk ins  
cor. M y r t le  Ave. H avem eyer cor. S. 
4 th SL S u tte r cor. V an  Senderen. 
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News Exchange. 51 S. M a in  St. 
C ig a r Store,

N ex t cor. R ang es  &  S. M a in  St. 
O A K L A N D . C A L IF .
7th and W ash ing ton  

12th, bet. B ’w ay  and W a sh ing ton  
A nd rew  W ill ia m s  M a rk e t 

B roa dw ay, near 19th 
Stand, E. 14th and F ru itv a le  Ave. 

S tand. 14th and B ro a d w a y  
Stand. 10th and W a sh ing ton  

S tand, 10th and C lay  
D E T R O IT , M IC H .

S oc ia lis t A ppeal C lub,
3513 W oodw ard  Ave., Room  6 

Cass Book M a r t
S E A T T L E , W A S H IN G T O N  

R ym er's  Book Store, 905 3rd Ave. 
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ENJOYMENT OF 
LAUGHTER

by Max Eastman
$1.49

Th is  is a textbook in  the sci­
ence of hum or and the a r t  of 
en joy ing  i t—to be read in  the 
laz iest and m ost se lf in d u l­

gent m anner possible. 
LABO R  BOOKSHOP 

116 U n ive rs ity  P i., 2nd f l.

JUST OFF THE PRESS!

Father COUGHLIN- 
Fascist Demagogue

by
Joseph Hansen

A new pam ph le t exposing the “ Radio P rie s t’s ”  
rea l p rogram .
Read it .  Get your shopmates to read i t .  Send i t  
to your friends.
G ive us the names and addresses, accom panied 
by cash, and we w il l  m a il the pam phle t d irec t.
Single copies 5c; in  bundles of 5 o r m ore, 3c.

Pioneer Publishers, 116 University PI., N.Y.C.

H IE  R E A D E R  SPEAKS:
"Sdm e years ago I  was a



Convention Problems of the Socialist Workers Party Under Discussion
For a New O rientation in the Party's 
M ethods —  A  Program of A c tio n
Statem ent by O hio-M ichigan 

D is tr ic t C om m ittee
The collapse of the New Deal 

re fo rm  p rog ram  sign ifies  the 
incapac ity  of the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem  to solve the social c ris is  
w ith in  the present “ demo­
c ra t ic ”  o rder and by in te rn a l 
measures alone.

The ru lin g  class in  A m erica  
is confronted w ith  but two a l­
te rna tives : e ithe r extending at 
its  own expense genuinely 
a m e lio ra tive  concessions to the 
masses: o r shack ling  them  to 
an open reg im e of repression 
and m ili ta ry  adventures. H av­
ing  abandoned even the p re ­
tence o f the fo rm e r w ith  the 
break-down of the New Deal, 
the ru lin g  class d rives w ith  a ll 
haste tow ard  the la tte r, th a t is, 
Im p e r ia lis t W ar and Fascism .

W aiting  fo r Events
F o r the re vo lu tio n a ry  socia l­

ists, im peded by the m onum en­
ta l be traya ls  of the Second and 
T h ird  In te rn a tio n a ls  and the 
resu ltan t bew ilde rm en t of the 
masses, events seem too s w ift 
fo r  our capac ity  to  keep pace 
w ith  them . O bserving s tre a m ­
lined reaction sweep down the 
tracks , a tendency arises to de­
spa ir of over-passing it. Th is  
expresses its e lf in  the phrase, 
“ We m ust w a it fo r  a favo rab le  
tu rn  o f e ve n ts !” — a weak apol­
ogy fo r s te rile  pass iv ity .

I t  is p rec ise ly  th is  d isbe lie f 
in ill?  canac ity  of the p ro le ta r i­
at f t i ' i l l  its  h is to ric  destiny 
w h ich  characterizes those we 
scorn m ost, the S ta lin is ts . So 
c ia l-D em ocra ts , lib e ra ls  and 
tire d  rad ica ls . O ur p a rty  can 
Justify its  existence on ly  by an

I p a rty  takes on the p ro tective  
I co lo ra tion  of the masses.

Th is requ ires of our p a rty , in 
th is  period especia lly, an en­
ergetic  and open approach to 
the masses. F o r on ly to the de­
gree th a t our in fluence grows 
roots in  the masses w il l  we be 
able to w ithstand  the repres­
sions o f the e a rly  w a r period.

A second a ttitude , pa ra lyz ing  
in  its  e ffects on the p a rty , is 
th a t w hich says, “ In  th is  period 
o f reaction , the masses are un­
approachable. We m ust con­
tinue to nurse our slender 
cad res .”  T h is  re flec ts  a com ­
p le te ly  fa lse estim ate  o f the ac­
tu a lly  high re c e p tiv ity  of the 
masses. The A m erican  labor 
m ovem ent is la rg e ly  in ta c t and 
has su ffe red  no re a l defeats. 
I ts  m ilita n c y  is un im pa ired , as 
shown by the recent B riggs 
s tr ik e  and the v ic to rious  s tru g ­
gle o f the coal m iners.

R outine  Inadequate
Today, no less than a year 

ago when the p a rty  adopted the 
T ra n s itio n a l p rog ram , we m ust 
fin d  a bridge to the masses, in  
the sense th a t we s t i l l  m ust im ­
p lem ent and c a rry  out th is  p ro ­
g ram  In action. The present 
rou tine  of the p a rty , its  “ no r­
m a l”  life , is inadequate to p ro ­
v ide  the needed acce leration. 
In  te rm s  of w ha t needs to be 
done, the tra d it io n a l routine by 
its e lf leads to a bogging down 
o f the p a rty . In e r tia  and d is­
couragem ent resu lt. O ur f i ­
nances su ffe r, the press has a 
c ris is , the m eetings th in  out.

We can no longer re ly  solely 
upon the slow  processes of 
union penetra tion , on sporadic 
d e f e n s i v e  dem onstrations

indom itab le  p rog ram  of action agajnst  the f ascists, on the 
w h ich  can insp ire  the masses to custom ary technics and cam - 
confidence in  th e ir  own power pgjgng 0f  the past. A ll these are 
and guide them  on the road to 
socia l revo lu tion .

The success o f th is  bold o r i­
enta tion rests, how ever, on a 
c lea r understand ing  of the in  
adequacy o f our present m eth ­
ods alone to keep pace w ith  our 
tasks. We too m ust s tream -line  
our engine.

T ry in g  Panaceas
H ie  sense o f im m ed iacy  and 

desperation among broad s tra ta  
o f the masses underscores 
h e a v ily  the fa c to r of tim e  in 
the  present epoch. A grow ing 
»ection, inc lud ing  the unem ­
ployed and the declassed petty- 
bourgeoisie, seeks desperately 
fo r  a qu ick , decisive end to 
th e ir  m ise ry . In c re a s in g ly  d is­
illus ioned  w ith  the tra d it io n a l 
nostrum s of re fo rm , they ex­
p e rim e n t w ith  such panaceas 
as the  Townsend m ovem ent, 
the E p ic  P lan  and technocracy.
T hey are ready to t r y  anyth ing  j m uch a co n firm a tio n  o f his m is-

essentia l, to be sure. B u t in 
them selves they fa i l  to su ffice . 
The new o rien ta tion  m ust be 
the gearing  o f the p a rty  to a 
p rog ram  o f action on a na tiona l 
scale, focussed square ly  upon 
the masses, w ith  na tiona l d ire c ­
tion  w h ich  can illu m in a te  the 
o rd in a ry  tasks and insp ire  and 
d ire c t every  m em ber.

F o r a P os itive  Approach
To fu l f i l l  such a p rog ram , we 

m us t com prehend also ce rta in  
past flaw s  in  our propaganda 
technique. F o r one th ing , we 
m ust m od ify  our too frequen tly  
negative approach. We m ust 
g ive the w orkers  som ething 
positive , som eth ing to f ig h t fo r. 
Too often we have appeared to 
the w orkers  s im p ly  to be 
"a g in ”  eve ry th ing . A fte r ten 
years o f acute econom ic c ris is , 
the average w o rke r and unem ­
ployed person w ants no t so

In  hopes o f a “ m ira c le ”  cure. 
T h is  psychology is a ripen ing  
agent fo r  A m erican  fasc ism , a l­
ready  d isp lay ing  a la rm ing  
g row th  in  the resurgence of the 
C oughlin ites w ith  a genuinely 
fasc is t p rog ram .

B u t i t  w ould be fa ta l fo r us to 
conclude s u p e rfic ia lly  th a t 
these masses are “ n a tu ra l”  
m a te r ia l fo r  fasc ism . I t  is 
la rg e ly  the “ ra d ic a l”  aspects 
o f the fasc is t p rog ram  and the 
prom ise o f bold action w hich 
w il l  a ttra c t d is illus ioned mass­
es to tha t banner, unless our 
p a rty  in tervenes w ith  a com ­
prehensib le and bold p rog ram  
o f w ork ing-c lass action against 
ca p ita lism  th a t w il l  tu rn  them  
on the road to the socia l revo lu ­
tion .

False A ttitudes
To successfu lly  pose our a l­

te rn a tive  before the masses, 
we m us t f i r s t  cleanse our 
ranks o f ce rta in  fa lse a ttitudes. 
F o r instance, we m ust roo t out 
any m isconceptions about “ go­
ing  underg round”  in  v iew  of 
the w a r danger. Some, seeing 
on ly  the defeats and the dizzy 
pace o f events, w ish to d is­
count fu r th e r open p a rty  w ork 
and to plunge fo r th w ith  “ un­
de rg round” , — th a t is. to bu ry  
the p a rty . They conceive of 
“ underg round”  a c tiv ity  sole ly 
in  te rm s  o f fu g itiv e  c r im in a ls , 
concealing id e n tity , h id ing  be­
h ind d raw n  shades, shunning 
a ll hum an contact. Quite the 
co n tra ry ! The safeguard of our 
p a rty  in  w a r-tim e  fro m  the re ­
pressive state apparatus is pos­
sib le  on ly  to the exten t th a t our
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e ry  as a road out. E ducation
through a p rog ram  of positive  
action  is on the order o f the 
day.

O ur propaganda technique a l­
so su ffe rs  fro m  the tendency to 
a tte m p t to s tu ff the w orkers 
w ith  eve ry th in g  a t once. I t  is a 
rem nan t o f o ther days when 
g iv ing  the "p r in c ip le d  position 
o f the p a r ty ”  was a task of the­
o re tica l c la r if ic a tio n . E ffe c tive  
propaganda fo r  mass appeal 
m ust consist ra th e r of the end­
less re pe tition , bu t w ith  in fin ­
ite  va rie ty , o f tw o or three s im ­
ple and com prehensible 
them es. N o r are these a rb itra r ­
i ly  posed, b u t instead p ro jec t 
them selves as a d ire c t response 
to the  ex is ten t psychological 
moods and m a te ria l asp ira tions 
o f the masses.

To the unem ployed, no th ing 
is so im p o rta n t as jobs. To the 
em ployed, no th ing  m a tte rs  so 
m uch as sho rte r hours, h igher 
income and job  secu rity . No 
em otion is so pers is ten t as the 
fe a r of w a r, expressed in the 
continued s trong sen tim ent fo r 
“ iso la tio n ism ” .

Selective Dem ands
O ur p a rty  m ust there fore  

concentrate its  propaganda and 
a c tiv itie s  in  a fash ion ca lcu la t­
ed to coincide d ire c tly  w ith  
these v e ry  concrete moods and 
asp ira tions. O ur T ra n s itio n a l 
p rog ram  m ust no t rem a in  in 
the re a lm  of a bs trac t slogans, 
som eth ing to d rag  along by the 
ta il as a concession to the 
“ backw ardness”  o f the masses. 
Instead, we m us t select those 
th ree  o r fo u r concrete demands 
o f im m ed ia te  appeal fro m  our 
T ra n s itio n a l p rog ram  w hich 
m ust become the liv in g  h e a rt 
o f ou r p ro g ra m  o f action.

F o r the unem ployed, th is  
means an aggressive f ig h t fo r  
the 20 b ill io n  d o lla r pub lic  
w orks and housing p rog ram . 
F o r the em ployed, i t  means a 
fig h t fo r  the 30 hou r week—$30 
per week m in im u m  wage p lan . 
F o r the masses in  general, i t  
means a f ig h t aga inst the w a r 
danger in  te rm s  of the issues 
they a t p resent understand, 
such as the popu la r re fe rendum

on w a r and the defense o f c iv il 
libe rtie s .

Class S truggle
In  o ther words, we organize 

the f ig h t aga inst im p e ria lis t 
w a r and fasc ism  not on some 
rem ote “ th e o re tica l”  plane, 
bu t by d ire c tly  in c it in g  the in ­
tens ifica tion  of the class s tru g ­
gle and by com pe lling  the pro 
w a r forces, fasc is ts  and “ iso la ­
tio n is ts ”  to expose th e ir rea l 
ro les in openly a lign ing  them ­
selves aga inst the masses on 
concrete issues. A w o rke r who 
cannot im m e d ia te ly  com pre­
hend the fu l l  im p lica tions  of 
fasc ism , nevertheless w il l  fig h t 
the fascis ts  as enemies who op­
pose the fu lf i l lm e n t of his spe­
c if ic . i f  lim ite d , asp ira tions.

Th is  conception is p a rt ic u la r­
ly  v ita l to  the rea liza tion  of 
th a t pa ram oun t slogan o f our 
p a rty , “ B u ild  the W orkers De­
fense G uards” . So long as

the effectiveness of th is  type of 
a c tiv ity . O ur cam paign, how ­
ever, w ould be based on class- 
s trugg le  methods.

The W ay To Do I t
The m anner in  w h ich  such a 

leg is la tive  cam paign m ig h t be 
conducted is as fo llow s:

1. Three w e ll - fo rm u la ted  
b ills  sha ll be im m ed ia te ly  
d ra fte d  covering  the three cen­
t r a l  points of our p rog ram .

2. The p a rty  sha ll then com ­
mence an in tensive ag ita tiona l 
cam paign, lo ca lly  and na tiona l­
ly , to popularize these b ills , i l ­
lu m in a tin g  and describ ing  them 
fro m  every  angle.

3. E v e ry  possible m ed ium  of 
propaganda, inc lud ing  the ra 
dio, m ust be u tilized  fo r th is 
cam paign. Three popu lar pam ­
phlets, exp la in ing  each b ill, 
m ust be issued. In  add ition, a ll 
loca l branches are to center 
th e ir a c tiv itie s  and propaganda 
around th is  cam paign.

4. A fte r a su ffic ie n t g round­
w ork of popu la riza tion  has been 
la id , the p a rty  sha ll then in it i ­
ate a cam pa ign  o f d ire c t ac­
tion  upon c ity  councils, county 
com m issions and state legis la

m any w orkers  believe the fas- j tu res fo r  endorsem ent o f these 
cists to be p r im a r i ly  concerned j b ills . P icke t-lines, mass delega-
w ith  “ reds”  and “ Jew s” , they 
fa i l  to understand the need fo r 
organized defense fo r them ­
selves. O n ly as w orkers  a ttack , 
w il l  they apprecia te  the need 
fo r  defense aga inst fasc is t re ­
p risa ls .

L e g is la tive  C am paign
O ur la rg e ly  defensive s k ir ­

m ishes w ith  the fascists, our 
generalized and theo re tica l an­
ti-w a r cam paign, our slow 
union pene tra tion  m ust now be 
supplem ented by a concen tra t­
ed p a rty  cam paign of a ttack  on 
a positive  p rog ram . F o r th is, 
we propose w ha t m ay be 
te rm ed a leg is la tive  cam paign.

Focusing ag ita tion  and ac­
tions around three m a in  issues 
d ire c tly  geared to the moods of 
the masses, the p a rty  should 
now undertake an in tensive 
d rive  d ire c tly  upon the govern­
m en ta l agencies fo r the adop­
tio n  o f a th ree -po in t p rogram , 
concretized in to  w e ll-d ra fted  
b ills , inc lud ing  the 20 b illio n  
d o lla r pub lic  w orks and the 30 
hour-$30 per week p lans, and 
the popu la r re fe rendum  on w ar.

Th is type of a c tiv ity  is p a rt ic ­
u la r ly  adapted to the present 
p o lit ica l understanding of the 
w orkers  who com prehend p o lit­
ica l ba ttles  in  te rm s  o f leg is la ­
tive  cam paigns about popular 
b ills . The Townsend m ovem ent 
is a s tr ik in g  dem onstra tion  of

tions and dem onstra tions shall 
be organized in  the loca lities , 
a ll po in ting  tow ard  a possible 
dem onstra tion  o r mass delega­
tio n  to W ashington. As a sup­
p lem ent, bu t not substitu te , fo r 
th is  action cam paign, pe tition , 
post-card, and p laca rd  and 
sticker-posting  sub-cam paigns 
should be u tilized . W herever 
possible, ou r branches should 
engage in  the loca l election 
cam paigns on th is  p rog ram  and 
a p a ra lle l one on loca l issues.

5. C oincident w ith  the d ire c t 
p a rty  actions, we sha ll a ttem p t 
to secure a il possible o ff ic ia l 
trade-un ion  support and actions 
on any or a ll o f these b ills .

M em bers W ill React
I t  w il l  be argued th a t th is 

p ro g ra m  is beyond the m a te ria l 
resources o f the p a rty . How­
ever, the idea th a t the in it ia ­
tion  o f such a c tiv ity  is depen­
dent on the present state of the 
tre a su ry  is fa lse. R ather, the 
finances o f the p a rty  are de­
pendent upon the in it ia tio n  of 
such a c t iv ity  as a means of in ­
s p ir in g  ou r m em bers and sym ­
path izers and, above a ll, of 
ga in ing  the active  support of 
w ide r s tra ta  o f w orkers.

The ranks o f the p a rty , when 
m oved by some in sp ir in g  im ­
m ediate  ob jective , have not 
been backw ard  in  fu lf i l l in g  the 
m a te ria l requ irem ents  of the

p a rty . On the co n tra ry , g iven 
the specific  incentives, as the 
Twice-a-W eek Appeal and In ­
te rna tiona l A id  cam paigns 
dem onstra ted, our p a rty  has 
shown re m a rka b le  capacities 
fo r sacrifice  and endeavor.

O verhau ling  Leadership
To save the Twice-a-W eek 

Appeal and rea lize a d a ily  pa­
per, to s tab ilize  the finances of 
the p a rty , w ha t is needed p re ­
c ise ly  is a course o f action 
w hich w il l  l i f t  the en tire  p a rty  
out o f the ru t  and rou tine . I t  
m ust be a p rog ram  w hich  can 
be conducted independently of 
the lim ita tio n s  and unce rta in ­
ties o f the trade  union m ove­
m ent, as a d ire c t approach to 
the masses on the one hand, 
and on the other as a means of 
developing fro m  the outside, as 
w e ll as w ith in , a bond of sym ­
pa thy between usr and the union 
ranks.

The successful conduct of 
th is  cam paign a t once im p lies  
the ove rhau ling  of the entire  
p a rty  apparatus in  accordance 
w ith  m a x im u m  e ffic iency  and 
resu lts . Th is  m ust s ta r t w ith  
the na tiona l leadersh ip  and 
c a rry  th rough  to the sm allest 
b ranch.

The na tiona l leadersh ip  is re ­
qu ired  to g ive to the low er 
ranks o f the p a rty  the fu lle s t 
and m ost e x p lic it d irec tives . In  
add ition , the leadersh ip  must 
now become in  the eyes o f the 
masses the pe rson ifica tion  in 
action  o f ou r p a rty  and p ro ­
g ram . H ith e rto , ou r na tiona l 
leaders have been unknown to 
the masses, indeed, are scarce­
ly  known to m any o f ou r m em ­
bers. W hile  we do not subscribe 
to the “ L e a d e r”  p rin c ip le , we 
m us t recognize th a t ideas and 
m ovem ent are personified to 
the masses in the actions 
and persona lities of men.

F resh  B lood
O ur leadersh ip  m ust begin to 

penetra te  the h in te rlands, to 
en ter d ire c tly  in to  the a c tiv itie s  
o f the p a rty  everyw here in a 
personal sense. Speaking tours, 
rad io  addresses* and above a ll 
personal p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
key actions and s trugg les w hich 
our p ro g ra m  w il l  invoke are an 
im p e ra tive  ob liga tion  upon the 
na tiona l leadersh ip .

In to  th is  leadersh ip , add ition ­
al fresh  blood m ust be infused 
as w e ll, tested com rades who 
have the capac ity , in it ia t iv e  
and enthusiasm  to re inv igo ra te  
the leadersh ip , p rovide  new 
ideas and c re a tive  s tim u lus  and 
assume some o f the burdens of 
techn ica l re sp o n s ib ility  w hich 
have been a dead-w eight upon

ou r leadersh ip  in  the past.
F ro m  the ranks, the p a rty  

m ust now  exact the h ighest d is ­
c ip line , re sp o n s ib ility  and ac­
t iv i ty .  We cannot to le ra te  la x ­
ness in  dues paym ents, neglect 
o f assignm ents, tard iness and 
absence, d iso rde rly  conduct of 
p a rty  functions and a ffa irs . 
Above a ll, we cannot to le ra te  
fu r th e r the notion of f i r s t  and 
second-class c itizensh ip , those 
who can do the w ork  and take 
the risks , and those who ex­
em pt them selves, fo r  in n u m e r­
able personal reasons, fro m  

¡ “ s tick in g  th e ir  necks o u t” , 
j Comrades o f the la tte r  s tripe  
m ust be m ade to understand 
th a t a re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t 
p a rty  is no Sunday school. Who­
ever jo ins us does so w ith  fu ll 
knowledge of the respons ib ili­
ties and risks  invo lved. We are 
de term ined to be a P a rty  of A c­
tion . W hoever shuns such ac­
tion  s ign ifies  his desire to be 
q u it o f the p a rty .

O rgan iza tiona l Needs
The organ iza tiona l im p lem en­

ta tio n  o f th is  p rog ram , among 
o ther th ings, requ ires the fo l­
low ing :

1. A n  im m ed ia te  special 
jo in t o rgan iza tiona l and press 
fund m us t be ra ised. Th is  fund 
is m e re ly  fo r  the in it ia t io n  of 
the th ree-po in t cam paign of ac­
tion , w h ich  once s tarted  should 
be a means in  its e lf fo r  fu r th e r 
finances. Th is  fund should be 
used p a rt ic u la r ly  to m a in ta in  
an increased s ta ff o f fu ll- tim e  
fie ld -w o rke rs  and organizers.

2. A na tiona l P ropaganda 
and P u b lic ity  D epartm ent, 
w o rk in g  under the im m ed ia te  
superv is ion  of the p o lit ic a l cen­
te r, should be established. This 
depa rtm en t should be com ­
posed o f severa l com rades fu l­
ly  qua lified  by techn ica l t ra in ­
ing  as w e ll as p o lit ic a l e xp e ri­
ence.

In  conclusion, we w ish to 
m ake c lea r th a t In su b m ittin g  
these proposals we do so w ith  
no in te n t o f o ffe rin g  some spe­
c ia l m ag ic  key to the masses, 
bu t ra th e r in  the sense o f sug­
gesting some specific  im p le ­
m enta tion  to the conclusions 
a rr iv e d  a t in  the proposed Po­
lit ic a l Resolution. We are con­
cerned w ith  the p ro jec tion  of 
an a ttitu d e  w ith in  the p a rty  
w h ich  w il l  s tr ip  i t  o f any In e r­
tia , roo t o u t in e ffic ie ncy  and 
smugness, destroy any lin g e r­
ing  sec ta rian ism  o r defeatism , 
th ru s t i t  in to  the liv in g  s tru g ­
gles o f the masses and make 
our m ovem ent a ve rita b le  c ru ­
sade fo r  the lib e ra tio n  of the 
p ro le ta r ia t.

A  P o in t o f  View on the 
Labor P a rty  Question
By F . X . F E R R Y , RO G ER  « .co n ve n tio n  we took in su ffic ie n t
CROSS, M Y R O N  CARLSON 

and IR V IN G  K A P L A N
(Continued from  las t issue)
I t  is noth ing bu t the m outh ing 

of meaningless phrases—not be­
lieved by even those who p re ­
sent them —th a t we sha ll fru c ­
t i fy  the re fo rm is t labor p a rty , 
th a t we sha ll do i t  m ore suc­
cessfu lly than the revo lu tiona ry  
elem ents of the S.D .P. or the 
E ng lish  Labor P a rty  were able 
to do. Is  i t  not a fa c t th a t a ll 
revo lu tiona ry  groupings were 
f in a lly  d riven  out of those labor 
parties when a c ris is  arose, as 
in  1914 and the rea fte r, d riven  
out not w ith  increased strength 
but a t the cost of lost forces, 
because of the d iscouragem ent 
experienced by m any a w o rke r 
along the “ bold, resolute and 
dec is ive ”  path in  the labor 
p a rty—as m any here m ust be 
discouraged by our bold steps 
in  supporting  the W aldm ans in 
New Y o rk  and the candidates 
of the non-existent labo r p a rty  
in Chicago.

O f course the labor p a rty  
supporters are not qu ite  sure 
w hether o r not to acknowledge 
p a te rn ity  i f  our fru c tif ic a tio n  
should no t bear the expected 
fru it .  W hile we unam biguously 
support the labor p a rty  m ove­
m ent in  general and a ll its  
local m an ifesta tions, neverthe­
less the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  “ does not and w il l  not, 
however, take upon its e lf any 
respons ib ility  fo r  th is  p a r ty .”  
T h a t m ay be a desire, b u t w il l  
not be a fa c t, a t least no t in  
the eyes o f the w orkers , who 
ju s t w il l  not fo llo w  nor under­
stand the position, and w ith  in ­
ev itab le  log ic  w ill conclude 
th a t those who unam biguously 
support the labo r m ovem ent 
should be held responsible fo r 
the p a rty . Th is  w il l  be the case 
m ore p a rt ic u la r ly  in  a w a r c r i ­
sis, when the labo r p a rty  n a tu r­
a lly . even congen ita lly , w il l  
support the unam biguous sup­
porte rs o f the la b o r p a rty  
m ovem ent w il l  be held respon­
sib le by the w orkers.

The m a jo r ity  resolution m is ­
states the facts in  saying th a t 
“ a t the tim e  of our na tiona l

account of the new develop­
ments in  the labor m ovem ent, 
especia lly in th e ir p o lit ica l as­
pects. . .”  there fore , “ . . . I t  is 
necessary now to reconsider 
the question and to m ake a rad ­
ica l change in our tac tics  in  
regard  to the developing labor 
p a rty  m ovem en t.”  The conven­
tion  was aw are of the possib il­
i ty  th a t “ the labor p a rty  de­
ve lopm ent takes on a m ore ra d ­
ica l fo rm  in  appearance”  
(D ra ft R esolution I ,  p. 10), bu t 
even then the p a rty  agreed th a t 
a ll re fo rm is t pa rties , among 
them  the labor p a rty , " a c t  in  
p ractice  and in  c ris is  as b u l­
w arks of ca p ita lism  and ene­
m ies of the soc ia lis t revo lu tion . 
T h e ir fa lse p rog ram  and per­
spectives d iso rien t the masses, 
tu rn in g  them  aside fro m  revo ­
lu tio n a ry  class strugg le , and 
p e rm it the forces of reaction  to 
consolidate w ith o u t e ffective  
opposition . . . the present la ­
bor p a rty  developm ents, how­
ever fa r  they m ay be extended, 
. . . (are) the m ethod fo r  p re ­
venting  the g row th  of indepen­
dent class p o lit ic s .”  (D ra ft 
R esolution n ,  p. 26, 27).

Th is  analysis was and is co r­
rect, and i f  we sha ll step ou t in  
a m anner “ bold, resolute and 
dec is ive ,”  to bu ild  o r help bu ild  
the labor p a rty  we sha ll, w ith  
or w ithou t our fru c tif ic a tio n , be 
held responsible fo r  " th e  m eth­
od fo r p reven ting  the grow th  of 
independent class p o lit ic s .”  I t  
m ay be repeated w ith  C rux  th a t 
“ we m ust not reckon by our 
prognosis of yesterday, b u t by 
the s itua tion  of today ,”  w hich 
sta tem ent m ust be read w ith  
one o f T ro tsky  th a t "u n d e r the 
pressure o f the masses o f the 
people, the bourgeoisie w il l  
take various steps to the le f t . ”  
Th is  m ay be understood to say 
th a t the re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  
sha ll no t become a handm aiden 
of the bourgeoisie in  he lp ing  i t  
to take  such steps as the labor 
p a rty , w hich is “ fro m  the po in t 
of v iew  of the bureaucra ts and 
the bourgeoisie, the method fo r 
p reven ting  the g row th  of inde­
pendent class p o lit ic s .”

The m a jo r ity  resolution, hav-

ing been w ritte n  some ten 
m onths ago, m ay today not be 
supported w ho lehearted ly by 
the authors them selves. I t  is 
hard  to believe th a t the authors 
fa il to see th a t our “ bold and 
m ent in  absence of the labor 
p a rty , an academ ic gesture of 
no g rea t p ra c tica l im portance. 
Th is is, however, not the case, 
because of the w orkers  who 
look fo r leadersh ip , and whose 
confidence we sure ly  do no t in ­
sp ire  by such b r i l l ia n t  m aneuv­
ers as our re fe rendum  m a n i­
festo and our analysis o f the la ­
bor p a rty . The question is no t 
academ ic because of the wise 
hooray-boys who did and w il l  
in  the fu tu re  h itch  th e ir wagon 
to the sta rs  and f ly  a fte r the 
labor p a rty , be i t  a non-exist­
ent one, as soon as the new ta c ­
tica l tu rn  is declared, as i t  was 
las t sum m er.

M a in  Task Rem ains
O ur ro le, even assum ing the 

existence of a labor p a rty , and 
assum ing, although under no 
circum stances a d m ittin g , the 
correctness of the m a jo r ity  res­
o lu tion, is a hopeless one, the 
p a rty  being constitu ted  as i t  is. 
The overw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  of 
the p a rty  m em bers being o u t­
side of the trade  union m ove­
m ent, exe rt no in fluence, fo r  
be tter or fo r  worse, in  lead ing 
the w orkers. The convention 
decision as to w o rk in g  in  the 
trade unions, “ tu rn in g  our 
faces tow ard  the masses,”  is 
not ca rr ie d  out, because m ost 
of us never knew and never 
cared to lea rn  how to w o rk  
w ith in  and w ith  the masses. 
O ur du ty  was and s t i l l  rem ains 
to m ake each p a rty  m em ber an 
active  w o rke r in  the trade 
unions, w herein the in fluence 
of our re vo lu tiona ry  p rog ram  
and tac tics  can be made fe lt. 
However, s tand ing on the side­
lines, ou t of earshot o f the 
w orkers, and a tte m p tin g  to 
preach to them , is as useless as 
i t  is im possib le.

No support to the labor p a rty  
m ovem ent, but re vo lu tiona ry  
trade union a c tiv ity  on the p a rt 
of every  p a rty  m em ber.

No b u ild ing  o f the labor par- 
ex is ting  mass p o lit ic a l labor 
ex is tin  gmass p o lit ic a l labor 
pa rties .

No support, c r it ic a l o r o ther­
w ise, to the labor p a rty , bu t 
o lu tiona ry  p rog ram .

No support to the bu reaucra ­
tic  leadership of the labo r p a r­
ty , bu t organ iza tion  o f fra c tio n ­
al groups around our revo lu-

tio n a ry  slogans aga inst the 
leadership and its  re fo rm is t 
p rog ram , these are the duties 
of the m em bers of the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty .

A D D E N D A  TO T H E  
R ESO LU TIO N  

By RO G ER  B. CROSS
The te rm s p rin c ip le  and ta c ­

tic  have long been the curse of 
our m ovem ent. The d isastrous 
consequences of in d isc rim in a te ­
ly  labe lling  ce rta in  precepts as 
fundam enta l, sacred and not to 
be questioned, thus leading to 
a r ig id ity  u tte r ly  incom patib le  
w ith  the variegated tasks o f a 
revo lu tion , and on the other 
hand, the in su ffic ie n t consider­
ation g iven to the leadersh ip ’s 
m aneuvers on som etim es ve ry  
im p o rta n t questions s im p ly  be­
cause they are ca lled tac tics , 
should be obvious. I t  is d is ­
courag ing and d ishearten ing  to 
see the re vo lu tio n a ry  m ove­
m ent so handicapped.

To preserve our f le x ib il ity  
and to p ro tect ourselves fro m  
unscrupulous m aneuvering , we 
should s im p ly  fo llow  the ru le  
th a t a p rog ram  adopted by a 
P a rty  Convention can on ly be 
changed by a device of like  im ­
portance. The same test should 
be applied to any proposed ac­
tion  in  a g iven s itua tion , i.e ., 
do they fu r th e r us in our fig h t 
to achieve Socia lism .

ON THE NAME 
OF THE PARTY

The 3rd In te rn a tio n a l under 
the leadersh ip  o f Len in  and 
T ro tsky  took the name of 
C om m unist, d isca rd ing  the ac­
cepted usage of Social Dem o­
c ra t and Socia list. Th is was 
done not on ly  fo r  the purpose 
o f d iffe re n tia tio n , bu t because 
“ S oc ia lis t”  had become a syno­
nym  fo r g radua lism , class co l­
labora tion , socia l p a tr io tism , 
and stank of renegacy and be­
tra ya l. How strong ly  the found­
ers of the R evo lu tiona ry  In te r ­
na tiona l fe lt  on th is  question 
can be seen fro m  the fa c t th a t 
they made t  he c hanging o f  
they made the changing o f the 
name a pre-requ is ite  fo r  ad­
m ission into the 3rd In te rn a ­
tiona l.

The passage of 20 years have 
on ly con firm ed the p e rfid y  and 
treache ry of the so-called So-

O n Translating the Party 
Program Into Practice

Subm itted by a group of Los 
Angeles com rades: Steve Rob­
erts, P au la  A ragon, M inna  
E ve re tt, E d ith  M ann, M ax 
H e inert.

(Continued fro m  las t issue)
The T ra n s itio n a l P rog ram  

was thorough ly  discussed and 
passed by the p a rty . To date 
i t  has suffered the fa te  of a ll 
o ther resolutions and program s 
of the p a rty . The leadership 
fa ile d  to send d irec tives  or to 
in itia te  discussions in the v a r i­
ous sections of the p a rty  which 
would have led to ways and 
means of app ly ing  the p ro ­
gram .

We w ould like  to g ive life  to 
one of the m ost im p o rta n t 
points in  the T ra n s itio n a l P ro- 
gvam, th a t o f “ E x p ro p ria tin g  
the 60 F a m ilie s ” , and suggest 
the fo llow ing :

1. A g ita tion  fo r  the in tro d u c ­
tion of a b ill in  Congress ca lling  
fo r pub lic  ow nership of the 
basic industries.

2. Dem and th a t the govern­
m ent instead of pouring  funds 
in to  the bankrup t ra ilroads  and 
m a r it im e  indus try , fo r  the p ro ­
fits  of those in  con tro l, im m e d i­
a te ly  foreclose on the loans and 
take these over sub ject to trade 
union contro l.

3. C am paign in the trade 
unions u tiliz in g  our slogans: 
“ The S lid ing  Scale of Wages 
and H ours” , “ Opening o f the 
Id le  F a c to rie s ", “ D ivu lgence 
of Business Secrets and Re­
co rds”  to convince w orkers of 
necessity of Points 1 and 2.

I t  is not our in ten tion  in  th is  
docum ent to analyze every 
phase of the p a r ty ’s w ork . The 
p ic tu re  in  the fo llow ing  fie lds : 
unem ploym ent. Labor P a rty , 
na tiona l m in o ritie s , education, 
etc., is woeful and shows the 
same lam entab le  lacks. We 
have selected the above three 
m a jo r points of W ar, T rade 
U nion W ork, and T ra n s itio n a l 
P rog ram , to illu s tra te  our 
p rem ise—the leadersh ip  is in  
the m a in  responsible fo r the 
d iscrepancy between program  
and p ractice .

E xp lana tion
I t  is im possib le to conclude 

th a t the leadership of our p a rty  
fa ils  to understand th a t Its 
task is to in it ia te  and d ire c t the 
w o rk  of the p a rty .

W hat, then, is the reason fo r 
the fa ilu re  of the leadersh ip  to 
gear the p a rty  to its  tasks— 
and fa ilu re  to c a rry  out the 
serious resolutions and p ro ­
gram ? I t  hasn ’t  done so be­
cause i t  doesn’t  consider th is  
the p r im a ry  necessity: i t  has 
no fa ith  in  our a b ility  to a t­
tra c t the w orkers  o f th is  coun­
tr y  to its  banner and lead them  
to v ic to ry . I t  has an o rien ta tion  
of its  own and in th a t d irec tion  
its  a tten tion  is concentra ted— 
its m a in  hope is in  S P L IT T IN G  
T H E  C O M M U N IST P A R T Y .

F o r ten years its  m a jo r em ­
phasis has been on anti-S ta lin - 
is t propaganda. I t  has a lw ays 
found tim e, m oney, to in it ia te  
and d ire c t a c tiv ity  when at 
stake was an issue w ith  the 
C.P. When the C.I.O . was in  
fu l l  sw ing i t  published a t least 
half-a-dozen pam phle ts on the 
Moscow T r ia ls  w ith o u t p u tting

c la lis t pa rties . I t  was and is, 
there fore , inconceivab le  fo r a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  to bear the 
labe l “ S oc ia lis t.”

In  the U. S. w h ile  the w ord 
S ocia lis t has not such a social 
p a tr io tic  connotation, ye t even 
to the m ost ra b id  red -ba iting  
reac tiona ry , “ so c ia lis t”  means 
on ly  social re fo rm ism , and a 
confused m ix tu re  o f p ac ifism  
and N orm an Thom as.

The h is to rica l developm ent 
of the S.W.P. m ade i t  a lm ost 
inev itab le  th a t fo r  a sho rt pe­
riod  we m a in ta in  the label-So- 
c ia lis t. A t the tim e  o f the s p lit 
w ith  the Thom asites, in  o rder 
to w in  over as m any m ilita n ts  
o f the S. P. as possible, we had 
to continue the use of the name 
S ocia lis t in  our p a rty . F o r the 
same reason i t  m ay have been 
ju s tifie d  fo r  a sh o rt period a f­
te r the s p lit, as a considerable 
p a rt o f our opponents w o rk  was 
devoted to the rem nants o f the
S. P.

A ll th is  is, how ever, a m a tte r 
of past h is to ry . The s p lit has 
been consum m ated and the 
b ru n t o f opponents w ork  is, ac­
cord ing  to the p o lit ic a l reso lu­
tion , to be d irec ted  to the C .P .; 
and in th e ir  case “ S oc ia lis t”  
has a repulse e ffec t (ves tig ia l 
rem ains of a re vo lu tio n a ry  
age).

Creates Confusion
In  day, to day a c tiv ity  every 

com rade can c ite  instance 
upon instance where unneces­
sa ry  confusion am ongst the 
w orkers has been created by 
the present nam e o f the p a rty . 
Such rem arks  as, “ They are 
Socialists and believe in  peace-

out even one pam ph le t on the 
trade union question.

Such a perspective has led us 
up a b lind a lley . W orld shaking 
events, the defeats of the p ro ­
le ta r ia t in  G erm any. Spain and 
o ther countries, the Moscow 
T ria ls , and countless a rtic les  
and books (like  G ide ’s), have 
caused thousands o f w orkers  to 
break w ith  the C. P. B u t in ­
stead of com ing to us the ove r­
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  became 
hopelessly d is illus ioned w ith  
the ra d ica l m ovem ent. We did 
not a ttra c t them  because they 
were not in terested in  jo in in g  
w ha t they considered m ere ly  
an anti-C .P . sect. They were in ­
terested in  o rgan iz ing  the 
A m erican  w ork ing-c lass and 
when we appeared through our 
a c tiv ity  and propaganda to be 
unconcerned in the m a in  w ith  
th is  p rob lem , they were loath  
to jo in  us.

Those who are in te rested  in 
crush ing  our opposition to the 
leadership w il l  re a d ily  accuse 
us of fa il in g  to see the im p o r­
tance of fig h tin g  the S ta lin is ts . 
Such accusations are dishonest 
and we tre a t them  as such. We 
do not th ink  i t  p e rtin e n t to re ­
ite ra te  th a t S ta lin ism  is deadly 
and tha t i t  is essentia l to put 
out propaganda exposing th e ir 
ro le here and abroad. O ur po in t 
is tha t active  p a rtic ip a tio n  in 
the C.I.O . m ovem ent, sincere 
and se lf - s a c rif ic in g  w ork  
among the w ork ing  class, would 
have done m ore to convince the 
S ta lin is t w orkers th a t the tr ia ls  
were a fram eup  than a thou­
sand pam phlets on the subject.

L e t our m a in  a tten tion  be d i­
rected tow ard  ourselves be­
com ing the leader in  the s tru g ­
gles of the w orke rs ; le t ou r p ro ­
g ram  and our actions become 
pos itive ; le t us address ou r­
selves to the progressive and 
le ftw a rd  m oving  w orkers who 
are s t i l l  in  the vas t m a jo r ity  
non-S ta lin ists.

The leadersh ip  m ust b reak 
w ith  its  position of defeatism , 
its C. P. o rien ta tion . I f  not, i t  
m ust be replaced. The specific  
ta lents of th is  o r th a t in d iv id u a l 
are not su ffic ie n t to overshad­
ow the in co rre c t perspective of 
these com rades. In  any case 
th e ir capab ilitie s  have not been 
u tilized  under the c irc u m ­
stances.

We have not been concerned 
here w ith  the few  successes 
w hich our p a rty  has had. In  
genera l these successes prove 
our contention th a t our p a rty , 
g iven the co rre c t o rien ta tion  
and d irec tion , can m ake its e lf 
fe lt  as a fa c to r on the A m e ri­
can scene. Th is  convention 
m ust not content its e lf w ith  a 
sm ug sa tis fac tion  and em pha­
sis on the sm a ll successes; our 
task is to eva luate  how fa r  we 
have gone, w ha t we have ac­
com plished, and w ha t can be 
reasonably done in  the fu tu re . 
O n ly such a discussion and re ­
su lta n t action w il l  m ake i t  pos­
sib le  fo r  the p a rty  to em erge 
as the re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty . A 
fa ilu re  to do th is , w il l  mean 
th a t the present sen tim en t of 
the masses w ill be sw ept up by 
the fascists.

fu l change,”  etc. are v e ry  fre ­
quen tly  heard.

The confusion in  p a rty  labels 
is so g rea t th a t C oughlin ites, 
our deadliest enemies, m istook 
us fo r  the S.P. and in  re ta lia ­
tion  fo r  d r iv in g  them  o ff the 
streets of downtown New Y o rk , 
June 10th attacked the befud­
dled Thom asites, who d id n ’t  
know  w ha t i t  was a ll about. I f  
the C oughlin ites, who had ex­
ce llen t reasons a fte r Madison 
Square Garden and June 10th 
to fin d  out e xa c tly  who th e ir 
m a in  enem y was, blundered, 
how m uch m ore m us t be the 
confusion created in  the m inds 
o f the backw ard  and even the 
advanced w orkers.

T rue , the d is in teg ra tion  of 
the S.P. w il l  leave the fie ld  
open to us and m is taken  no­
tions w il l  g ra d u a lly  recede in to  
the past, bu t w a r m ay break 
out any m om ent, and we m ay 
have l it t le  tim e  to do a task 
w h ich  a t best has m any serious 
obstacles to overcom e w ithou t 
being weighed down by the 
dead corpse of socia l re fo rm ­
ism  and Thom aslte  p a c ifis tic  
confusion.

The convention should the re ­
fore  change the nam e o f the 
p a rty  by d ropp ing  the w ord 
S ocia lis t, and also change the 
nam e o f the “ A ppea l”  to  “ L a ­
bor A c tio n ”  o r some o the r s u it­
able name.

A I F in d ly

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party



On the t asks o f  the Convention 
A n d  the P o lit ic a l Resolution

By H A L  D R A P E R
In  h is repo rt fo r  the P.C. in  

New Y o rk , Comrade B urnham  
proposed th a t our w o rk  in  the 
n e x t period  be concentrated 
around cam paign a c tiv ity  on 
s ix  issues. These, he suggested, 
should be: w a r; jobs; demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts ; fasc ism ; the C. 
P .; and the labor p a rty . Th is 
approach in  m y opin ion is cor­
rec t, and not in  con trad ic tion  
w ith  our in te rna tiona l o r o ther 
tasks. In  th is  a rt ic le  I  w ish to 
make some rem arks  on how 
these ob jectives can be im p le ­
m ented.

W ar
The overshadow ing task of 

th is  Convention, and of the P a r­
ty  in  the nex t period , is p re p a r­
a tion fo r  the w a r. Is  the Party- 
geared to the needs of th is  p re ­
w a r in te rva l?  No. W hy not, and 
w ha t m ust be done? Th is  is the 
m a jo r pre-convention p rob lem : 
the fo llow ing  re m arks  are in ­
tended as a con tribu tion  to th is  
p rob lem .

F irs t,  I  th in k  we m ust make 
a re c tif ica tio n  in  the d irection  
of our ag ita tion  and propagan- 
da on the w ar question. Up to 
now, 99 percent o f i t  has been 
d irected  against the m ore-or- 
less open w a r-m onge rs : the pol­
ic ies o f the Roosevelt adm in is ­
tra tio n , the co llec tive -secu rity  
advocates. Since th is  is in  fa c t 
the actua l po licy  of the U.S. 
governm ent, i t  w ould be ab­
surd to dispute the im portance 
o f th is  k ind  of a ttack . B u t con­
s id e r: the g rea t mass o f the 
A m erican  people, and especial­
ly  the w orkers, a re  no t co llec­
tive -se cu rity  advocates, bu t in  
one fo rm  or another are under 
the in fluence of iso la tion is t and 
p a c ifis t ideology. T u rn in g  to the 
masses means tu rn in g  to them , 
in  la rge  p a rt. In  fa c t, there is 
a sm a lle r percentage of collec- 
tive -secu rity -ites  among the 
masses genera lly , than there is 
am ong the “ advanced”  w o rk ­
ers. In  th is  I  am  not th in k in g  
about the professional iso la tion ­
ists and pac ifis ts  o f the various 
leagues, bu t of the m ore naive 
and in a rtic u la te  sentim ents of 
the m an-in -the-stree t o r the- 
w orker-in-the-shop.

W hy have we devoted so l i t ­
tle  a tten tion  to th is , the p re ­
dom inan t mood o f the masses? 
F irs t,  perhaps, because we 
have fe lt  tha t, as aga inst the 
co llec tive  secu rity  shouters, 
they are the lesser ev il, no t as 
dangerous, have a “ m ore co r­
re c t”  position, etc. I f  i t  were 
m e re ly  a m a tte r o f in te lle c tua l 
conv ic tion  o r passing a resolu­
tion , th is  m ig h t have some ju s ­
tif ic a tio n ; bu t the question is 
ra th e r one of m ob iliza tion  to ac­
tio n  along the class-struggle 
path. And i t  is not news fo r us 
to be to ld  th a t the ro le o f pac i­
fism  and iso la tion ism  is p re ­
c ise ly  th a t of a soporific , o f a 
b rake on m ili ta n t action. Sec­
ondly, i t  is  ha rde r to come to 
g rips w ith  these s tra ta  — they 
are no t as organized, not as 
represented by spokesmen in 
the pub lic  eye. less homogen­
eous. Th is  is true , b u t w ha t I  
am  in te rested  in  here is to 
po in t ou t th a t there has been 
no de libera te  e ffo rt to ove r­
come these obstacles.

I t  is no t enough to decide to 
pay a tten tion  to the na ive ly  an­
ti-w a r masses. We m ust lea rn  
how to approach them . We do 
not know. We cannot approach 
them , by and la rge  in  the same 
w ay th a t we have attacked the 
co llec tive -security -ites . Th is 
m ay be so w ith  some va rie ties  
of pac ifis t-iso la tion is ts , bu t 
w ith  others we m ust w o rk  to 
lead them  fro m  th e ir  present 
a ttitudes tow ards ours, nof; only 
on the basis o f the p roper p rop­
a g a n d is ts  approach bu t also 
th rough  action. Th is  means 
tra in in g , and I  sha ll re tu rn  to 
th is  po in t.

O rgan iza tiona l P repa ra tion
The second po in t th a t has to 

be m ade w ith  rega rd  to p re p a r­
a tion fo r  w a r is  of course o r­
gan izationa l. Ind ispu tab le  as i t  
is, i t  is m ore than d isqu ie ting  
to rea lize  th a t w ith  w a r so near 
we have no o rgan iza tiona l m a ­
chine th a t w ould not be d is lo ­
cated and ripped  a p a rt on the 
day th a t the gove rnm en t’s M - 
day m achine gets going—i f  no t 
before. And of a ll our w eak­
nesses, w ha t can com pare w ith  
th is  weakness in  its  im p o rt­
ance? I  have com plete con fi­
dence th a t the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a lis t m ovem ent w il l  stand 
ou t aga inst the w a r m ore f i r m ­
ly  than  any m ovem ent in  the 
h is to ry  of the w o rld—inc lud ing  
the Russian B o lsheviks in  1914 
—in  a p o lit ic a l sense; bu t, to 
quote the B ib le , w ha t sha ll i t  
p ro f it  us to ga in  the an ti-w a r 
monopoly and lose our own o r­
ganization?

I  am  aw are th a t th is  task has 
been considered of the h ighest 
Im portance by both the m em ­
bersh ip  and the p a rty  leader­
ship — only no th ing has been

done about it ,  no t even some 
ex trem e ly  e lem en ta ry  steps. 
The task o f the na tiona l leader­
ship in  th is  period is not on ly  to 
pu t the na tiona l o ffice  in  o rder, 
bu t i t  is its  respons ib ility  to see 
to i t  th a t the local sections do 
likew ise .

Aside fro m  organ iza tiona l 
m ach ine ry , our m em bers are 
not in d iv id u a lly  p repared. One 
th ing  th is  means is tra in in g . 
N ot tra in in g  in  understanding 
of our p o lit ica l p rog ram —I am 
ta k in g  th is  fo r  granted — but 
tra in in g  as propagandists un­
der w a r conditions. We tend to 
re ly  too m uch today on in d i­
v id u a l com rades to act as our 
mouthpieces, speak fo r us at 
s tree t corners, etc. Each of us 
w ill have to be our own m outh­
piece, ourselves reac t to s itua ­
tions, e tc., to a va s tly  la rg e r 
exten t under w a r conditions, 
w ith  the best cen tra l m ach in ­
e ry . W hat th is  points to is in ­
te rn a l education and tra in in g  
fo r every rank-and-file  p a rty  
m em ber.

The C om m unist P a rty
I t  should be emphasized tha t 

the section on the C.P. in  the 
p o lit ic a l reso lu tion represents 
a change, not m e re ly  a m a tte r 
of emphasis. Perhaps no t a 
change in  po licy  fo r the p a rty  
o ff ic ia lly , bu t ce rta in ly  a 
change in  the defacto a tt itu d e ! 
of m ost p a rty  m em bers. Th is 
change is overdue.

In  understandable reaction 
aga inst the tra d it io n  of the 
T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent, and ac­
com panying a hea lthy  tu rn  
tow ard  the masses, the com ­
rades have obviously le t C.P. 
w o rk  slide m ore than i t  should. 
To underline  the po in t made in 
the reso lu tion : since the foun­
dation of the S.W .P., there has 
been no seriously organized 
C.P. w o rk  na tiona lly  o r in  any 
lo ca lity . In  recent months a 
good beginning has been made 
in  New Y o rk , th a t is a ll.

T h is  is the e lem enta ry  o r­
gan izationa l conclusion fro m  
the reso lu tion : na tiona l and lo ­
ca l m ach ine ry , com m ittees and 
d irec to rs , fo r  th is  w o rk !

P a rty  O rganization
There is a good deal of loose 

ta lk  about the p a r ty ’s being in  
an "o rg a n iza tio n a l c r is is ” . A l­
a rm is t as m ost of th is  is, there 
is no doubt th a t there is  no po­
l it ic a l p rob lem  before the Con­
vention  w h ich  overshadows in 
im portance  the task of ready­
in g  the p a rty  organ iza tion  fo r 
its  tasks in  the nex t period.

I  do no t expect th a t th is  w ill 
rece ive  its  due share of a tten ­
tion  a t the Convention, because 
o f la ck  o f pre-Convention p rep ­
a ra tion  and the conditions un­
der w h ich  a Convention is  held.
I  w ould propose th a t th is  gap 
be f i l le d  by :

(1) H o ld ing  special con fe r­
ences o f the delegates du ring  
the Convention on spec ific  o r­
gan izationa l p rob lem s: C.P.
w o rk ; educationa l and a g it­
prop w o rk ; etc. W hether th is  is 
feasib le, o f course, depends on 
the phys ica l and tim e  a rra n g e ­
m ents.

(2) O rgan iz ing  the delegates, 
a t the fo rm a l close o f the Con­
vention , in to  a special o rgan iza ­
tio n a l conference, to consider 
o rgan iza tiona l p rob lem s only. 
Such a ga thering  can be use­
fu l as a p repa ra tion  fo r :

(3) H o ld ing  reg iona l o rgan ­
iza tiona l conferences a fte r the 
delegates re tu rn  home, fo r  d is­
cussion and exchange of ideas, 
e tc., w ith  N.C. m em bers pres­
en t a t each one. The organ iza ­
tio n a l end o f w a r p repa ra tion  
should be an im p o rta n t aspect 
o f these gatherings.

F o r the Convention itse lf, I 
should lik e  to emphasize one 
proposal, w h ich  i t  seems to me 
puts the f in g e r on an outstand­
ing  and continu ing  lack  in  our 
w o rk .

There  is  not one com rade in 
the N a tiona l O ffice  whose task 
i t  is  to  oversee and d ire c t and 
a id  the o rgan iza tiona l fu n c tio n ­
ing  o f the loca l sections. Com­
rade Cannon, as the p o lit ica l 
secre ta ry  of the P a rty , cannot, 
and should not be expected to 
f i l l  th is  gap. Th is  is especia lly  
Im p o rta n t since in  few  lo c a li­
ties have we a loca l organ iza­
tion  w h ich  does no t need con­
s ta n t a id and guidance and 
w h ich  can be independent of 
the center in  th is  respect. The 
necessity of th is  is tes tified  to 
once m ore  by the eagerness 
w ith  w h ich  com rades in  the 
fie ld  grasp a t o rgan iza tiona l 
d irec tives , advice, suggestions 
o f any so rt w hich come fro m  
the center.

W hat th is  means is an organ­
iza tiona l sec re ta ry  and d epa rt­
m e n t in  the  N a tiona l O ffice . I t  
is  n o t a u top ian  proposal; on 
the c o n tra ry , i t  is  an absolute ly 
necessary con tribu tion  by the 
n a tiona l center tow a rd  closing 
the gap between our p o lit ica l

tasks and our o rgan iza tiona l 
means.

The Labo r P a rty
I t  is w ith  some reg re t tha t 

the la rg e s t section o f th is  d is ­
cussion a rtic le  m ust be devoted 
to the labor p a rty  question, 

'w h ich  Comrade B urnham  p ro ­
poses be one of the s ix  issues to 
be headlined in  our w ork. I t  is 
no t a question o f m e re ly  re ­
peating  the previous discus­
sion; I  w ish  to po in t out:

(1) th a t the labor p a rty  sec­
tion  of the p o lit ic a l reso lu tion 
s ticks  ou t o f the docum ent like  
a sore thum b and is com ple te ly  
ou t of p lace in  our general view  
o f our tasks.

(2) T ha t the labor p a rty  posi­
tion  g iven in  the p o lit ica l reso­
lu tio n  is a departu re  fro m  th a t 
pu t fo rw a rd  by the m a jo r ity  in 
the la s t discussion and adopted 
by re ferendum .

(3) T h a t our experiences 
" ¡ " o ' *  Mío re ferendum  serve to 
in va lid a te  the m a jo r ity  line in 
th a t discussion.

T h is  is the f ir s t  Convention 
a fte r the adoption of the labor 
p a rty  line  by re ferendum . The 
p a rty  has a r ig h t to expect 
fro m  the P.C., or a t least fro m  
in d iv id u a l P.C. m em bers, an 
a tte m p t to d raw  up a balance- 
sheet o f the 10 m onths o r so 
th a t have in tervened — a b a l­
ance sheet o f our w ork in  the 
fie ld , as w e ll as of the develop­
m en t o f the labo r p a rty  m ove­
m ent. B oth  sides made p red ic ­
tions, p u t fo rw a rd  argum ents 
th a t perhaps can now be m ore 
concre te ly  tested, etc. In  the 
absence of such a balance 
sheet by the P.C ., I  l im i t  m y ­
se lf here to some cu rso ry  and 
p re lim in a ry  rem arks .

A Side Dish?
I .  The p o lit ic a l reso lu tion be­

gins w ith  the Ind isputab le  
sta tem ent th a t “ E v e ry  p o lit i­
ca l, and econom ic and social 
issue is being m ore and m ore 

'subord ina ted  to the w a r p rep­
a ra tio n s .”  And the reso lu tion 
r ig h t ly  lin ks  each one of the is ­
sues discussed to the present 
p re -w ar s itua tion , shaping our 
line  o f a ttack  in to  a rounded 
p rog ram  re vo lv in g  around the 
w a r question. T h a t is, w ith  the 
exception of the labo r p a rty  
section! B u rn h a m ’s s ix  points, 
fo r  e xa m p le :

"W a r is com ing — Struggle  
aga inst w a r ! ”

"W a r is com ing — F ig h t to 
preserve the w o rke rs ’ demo­
c ra t ic  r ig h ts ! F ig h t aga inst fas­
c ism !

“ W ar is com ing — Jobs, not 
b a ttle sh ip s !
“ W ar is com ing — F ig h t the 
jingoes in  the w o rk ing  class 
ranks , the C.P. above a l l ! ”

“ W ar is com ing—B u ild  a la ­
bo r p a r ty ! ”

T ry  th a t on you r s tree t-co r­
n e r speech. How does a labor 
p a rty  cam paign f i t  in to  a 
rounded p rog ram  o f ag ita tion  
and action  aga inst the w a r, oi­
ls  i t  m e re ly  a side-dish w ith  no 
connection w ith  the res t o f the 
menu?

A  Change in  L ine
I I .  The f i r s t  tw o sentences of 

the la b o r p a rty  section read as 
fo llow s ; "D u r in g  the past year, 
the sen tim ent among the w o rk ­
ers fo r  a la b o r p a rty  has re ­
m ained in e rt, held back by 
Roosevelt, the labor bureau­
cra ts  and the S ta lin is ts . Any 
extended genera l cam paign on 
ou r p a r t around the labo r p a r­
ty  slogan w ould have been on 
the whole academ ic, and our 
ag ita tio n  on th is  issue has been 
la rg e ly , and co rre c tly , con­
fined  to specific  and loca l s itu ­
a tions where i t  was re le va n t.”

In  these tw o sentences the 
P.C. manages to th ro w  out of 
the w indow  90 percent of the 
a rgum enta tion  they and th e ir 
supporters used to  Justify  the 
m a jo r ity  reso lu tion  10 m onths 
ago. I  a llow  a residue o f 10 pe r­
cent ou t o f good-w ill.

W ere we not to ld  then th a t 
p rec ise ly  because "R ooseve lt, 
the labor bureaucra ts  and the 
S ta lin is ts ”  were aga inst the la ­
bor p a rty  th a t the revo lu tion ­
is ts  m ust th ro w  them selves in ­
to a cam pa ign  to m obilize  the 
w orke rs  over the heads of these 
gentlem en? S ure ly the P.C. 
knew  in  advance th a t these 
forces w ould  seek to keep the 
w orke rs  fro m  independent po­
l i t ic a l action and confine any 
m an ifes ta tions to "sp e c if ic  and 
loca l s itua tions ” ?

When the th e n -m in o rity  coun- 
terposed fra c tio n  w o rk  w ith in  
the la b o r p a rty  m ovem ent to 
the slogan “ F o rm  a labor par- . 
t y ” , we were asked the so-em­
ba rrass ing  question: “ I f  you 
agree to ag ita tin g  fo r indepen­
dent labor p a rty  candidates in 
“ spec ific  and loca l s ituations 
where i t  was re le va n t” , lik e  the 
Kennedy m ovem ent in  Pennsyl­
van ia , does th is  no t necessarily  
en ta il a cam paign to lin k  up 
these loca l s ituations in to  a na­
tio n a l labor p a rty ? ”  We an-

<s>

Resolution of Houston 
Branch on M oving N at'l 
Headquarters of Party
AD O PTED  BY TH E  HOUS­
TON BRANCH OF T H E  SO­
C IA LIS T  W ORKERS PAR TY  

SUNDAY’ , M A Y  28, 1939 
W H ER EAS our p a rty  is ap­

proaching a po in t where it 
m ust pass fro m  a sm a ll nu ­
cleus m aking  the im p o rtan t 
and d if f ic u lt  s trugg le  fo r  or- 

i ganizationa l existence to a po- 
| lit ic a l m ovem ent of w ide in f lu ­
ence;

AND W H ER EAS i t  m ust 
re a lis t ic a lly  face the problem  
of w inn ing  the masses of A m ­
erican w orkers , fa rm e rs  and 

¡m idd le  class to its p rogram , so 
ss to envisage the seizure of 
power in  the tim e  of social 
c ris is ;

AND W H ER EAS the pa rty 's  
press and a c tiv itie s  tend to be 
colored by the prob lem  of the 
c ity  where na tiona l headquar­
ters are located;

AND  W H ER EAS the A m e ri­
can w orkers do n o t ye t recog­
nize th e ir own problem s in  the 
p o lit ica l atm osphere of New 
Y ork  C ity , bu t tend to regard 
New Y o rk  w ith  h o s tility , as a 
fo re ign  p lace;

AND  W H ER EAS the longer 
tile  p a rty  stays in New Y ork  
and depends upon the New Y ork 
comrades to manage its  v a r i­
ous a c tiv itie s , the more d i f f i ­
cu lt i t  w ill become to move and 
s h ift the pa rty  apparatus;

AND  W H ER EAS the na tu ra l 
and no rm a l location fo r the na­
tiona l headquarters of any re- [ 
vo lu tiona ry  A m erican  working- 
class p a rty  would be in some 
in d u s tria l c ity  of the m idd le  
west;

BE  IT  H E R E B Y  R ESO LVED  
that, the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a r­
ty  N a tiona l O ffice  and pub lica ­
tions be rem oved to some m ore 
su itab le  c ity .

Disgusted with S.P., 
M ilitant Joins Social­
ist Workers Party

D eclaring  his break with  
the decrepit Socialist P a rty , 
O liver H . W illiam s of F itc h ­
burg, M ass., joined the 
ranks of the Socialist W ork­
ers P a rty  this week and 
called upon a ll m ilitan ts  still 
in the S.P. to follow h im  and 
continue the figh t under the 
banner of the Fou rth  In te r ­
national.

W illiam s, who had been a 
m em ber of the S.P. since 
1934, voiced his disgust w ith  
the refusal of the S.P. lead­
ership to break w ith  the so­
c ia l-p atrio tic  Second In te rn a ­
tional, the phoney deals be­
ing conducted between the 
S.P. and the Old G uard , and 
the p a rty ’s politics in the 
“ Keep A m erica  Out of W ar 
C o m m ittee .”

W illiam s declared that the 
Socialist P a rty  rem ains life ­
less and inactive in the face 
of the w orld crisis and that 
only the Socialist W orkers  
P a rty  has the bold revo lu ­
tionary program  that can of­
fe r any hope to the w orld  
p ro le ta ria t in the th rea ten ­
ing periods of w ar and reac­
tion.

swered No. 10 m onths la te r, the 
P.C. answers: "N o , i t  w ould be 
academ ic and ir re le v a n t.”  

“ Snows o f Y e s te rye a r”
W hat happens to the despa ir­

ing  cries  th a t rose up fro m  the 
m a jo r ity ’s ranks and spokes­
m en to the e ffec t th a t the labor 
p a rty  question was a life-and- 
death m a tte r fo r  the p a rty , tha t 
the p a rty  could no t go on 
“ stew ing in  its  own ju ic e ”  and 
th a t a labo r p a rty  cam paign 
was the answer to our iso la ­
tion?

W here is the a rgum ent th a t 
the labor p a rty  issue was “ in ­
d isso lub ly ”  connected w ith  the 
T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m —or was 
a genera l cam paign on the 
T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m  academ ­
ic  and ir re le v a n t too?

Another question on the re ­
fra in , “ W here are the snows of 
yeste ryear? ” — In  the discussion. 
Com rade C rux argued th a t ag i­
ta tio n  fo r  the labo r p a rty  was 
im p e ra tiv e ly  demanded by the 
ob jective  s itua tion , and m any 
and fo rce fu l w ere his rem arks 
about basing our po licy  on the 
mood o f the w orkers. F o r h im  
i t  was a race against tim e  to 
ra ise the p o lit ic a l leve l of the 
w orke rs—as i t  is—and the la ­
bor p a rty  slogan was to be a 
stout weapon to th is  end. I f  
Com rade C ru x ’s approach had 
any th ing  in  com m on w ith  the 
P.C. position, w ha t d ifference 
does i t  m ake w hether Roose­
ve lt, the la b o r bureaucra ts and 
the S ta lin is ts  have w orked to 
hold back the w orkers? A ll the 
m ore necessity fo r a s t if f  cam ­
p a ig n !—As we pointed out then, 
a ll th is  is academ ic and i r r e l ­
evant to the P .C .’s position.

W hat rem ains as the decisive 
ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r the labor p a rty  
position we now have on our 
books?

T ra n s itio n a l P rog ram
In  p rac tice  — to keep away 

fro m  the academ ic and ir re le ­
va n t—w ha t has pushed the p a r­
ty  fo rw a rd  in  the las t period? 
—In  the discussion we pointed 
to the cam paign around the

Challenge Out
The f ir s t  issue of the Tw ice- 

a-M onth C H A LLE N G E  OF 
YO U TH  is o ff the press. Read­
ers are urged to buy, read and 
help d is tribu te  the a ttra c tive  
newspaper of our youth organ­
ization.

T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m  as the 
pos itive  line  fo r  the p a rty , the 
m a in  line . And th is  is precise ly  
w ha t has happened. Where we 
have p u t the T ra n s itio n a l P ro ­
g ra m  in to  action—as we have 
p a r t ia lly  in  the case of the 
W orkers Defense G uard — the 
e ffec t on the p a rty  has been 
m arked . I t  is  the slogans o f the 
T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m  w hich 
have been repeated a t the end 
o f Appeal a rtic le s  — not, pe r­
haps not once, “ B u ild  the labor 
p a r ty ! ”  In  his discussion a r­
tic le  in  the Appeal, Comrade 
L ieberm an  m entions Shacht- 
m a n ’s speech in  N ew Y o rk  on 
M ay Day, in  w hich the T ra n s i­
tiona l P ro g ra m  was trans la ted  
in to  one o f the best mass 
speeches I  have heard. N e ithe r 
I ,  no r o ther com rades I  have 
asked, can rem em ber Shacht- 
m a n ’s m ention ing  “ B u ild  the 
labo r p a r ty ” . W hat p a rt has the 
labor p a rty  position p layed in 
the ag ita tion  and action of the 
p a rty?  None. O r i f  th is  is not 
so, I  am  w a it in g  fo r  the P.C. 
to te l l  us.

State o f Labor P a rty
Is  the labor p a rty  position a 

dead dog? No. N ow, says the 
reso lu tion, is the tim e  fo r a 
general cam paign. W hat, is 
there  a resurgence in  the labor 
p a rty  m ovem ent? W ell, an­
swers the P.C. reso lu tion  care­
fu lly , “ the organized in te rve n ­
tion  o f labo r In po litics  has con­
tinued and in  some respects in ­
creased d u rin g  th is  same y e a r”  
d u ring  w h ich  labor p a rty  sen ti­
m en t has rem ained in e r t; and 
the p resent s itua tion  is “ ra is ­
in g  o r beg inn ing  to ra ise once 
m ore  in  the m inds o f the w o rk ­
ers questions about p o lit ic a l ac­
tio n .”  To begin w ith , to say the 
least, a fa r  c ry  fro m  the con fi­
dent assertions in the 10-month 
o ld  labo r p a rty  reso lu tion: 
“ The w orke rs  have begun to 
tu rn  in  m illion-m asses tow ard  
p o lit ic a l a c tio n ,”  “ We can w ith  
su ff ic ie n t assurance p re d ic t 
th a t the resistance o f the b u r­
eaucracy (to the L .P . m ove­
m ent) w il l  be broken. The 
m ovem ent in  fa vo r o f a labor 
p a rty  w il l  continue to g ro w ,”  
etc.

Com rade B urnham  has k in d ­
ly  revealed to m e w ha t i t  
means when i t  ta lks  about the 
“ continued”  and “ increased”  
in te rven tion  of labor in  po litics . 
A ccord ing  to h im , the A .L .P . 
in  New Y o rk  “ s t i l l  continues” —

—V e ry  m odestly put, “ s til l 
con tinues” ; the A .L .P . is actu ­
a lly  in  a state of suspended an­
im a tion , w hich the hypoderm ic 
of the com ing elections m ay or 
m ay not je rk  i t  ou t o f—

—There is  the trade  union 
cam paign in  M innesota . . . 
w h ich only underlines the bank­
ru p tcy  of the F .L .P ., and the

BRONX A.L.P. CALLS 
OUTDOOR ANTI- 
COUGHLIN RALLY

Aroused by the fasc is t p rov ­
ocations of the Coughlin ites in  
the Fordham  Road D is tr ic t  of 
the B ronx, the local branch of 
the A m erican  Labo r P a rty  has 
sent ou t a ca ll fo r  an “ A n ti- 
Coughlin, A n ti-F a sc is t”  ou t­
door ra lly  to be held on the c o r­
ner of F o rdham  Road and V a l­
entine Avenue Wednesday eve­
ning, June 28.

M ichae l Q u ill, p res ident of 
the T ra n sp o rt W orkers U nion, 
is expected to be the m ain  
speaker. Q u ill recen tly  led five  
thousand w orkers a t an anti- 
Coughlin outdoor ra l ly  in  the 
south section o f the B ronx.

A contingent o f the A n ti-F as­
c is t Labo r G uard w il l  p a r t ic i­
pate in the ra lly . A ll an ti-fas­
c is t w orkers are ca lled  upon to 
be present fo r the m eeting.

Some Suggestions f o r  B u ild in g  
The P a rty  on a Mass Base

By W A LTE R  SH IPM AN  
Suggestion No. 1:

I f  the leaders w ill lead—the 
p a rty  w ill fo llow .

L e t them  welcom e c r it ic is m  
and ask fo r i t  and demand i t  
and become a la rm ed when 
there is none.

L e t ' them  do th ings on tim e 
and s ta r t m eetings on tim e, 
then make others do the same.

L e t them  be more to le ran t. 
One tends to be in to le ra n t to­
w ards a person whose opposi­
tion  opin ion we don’t  value. B u t 
it 's  ju s t the opposition opinion 
w hich we should value and 
welcome. And we should not 
fe a r to change our m inds. 
Above a ll we should not fea r to 
a d m it th a t we have changed 
our m inds or even tha t we have 
made a m istake. When a p o lit­
ica l or o ther position is changed 
ove rn igh t there  m ust be a good 
exp lanation . I t  is not. m ere ly  to 
p u t the leadersh ip  on the spot. 
B u t unless th a t is done one be­
gins to suspect th a t the leaders 
are m ore interested in th e ir 
own record than in the p a r ty ’s 
w e lfa re  and th a t in fa c t they

Crack Appeal 
Salesman at Work

O ilt in Los Angeles, C a lif., 
there is a s ta r Appeal sales­
man.

Th is com rade sells an 
average of 12 papers per 
hour by w ork ing  his way 
fro m  house-to-house. He puts 
in  an hour each day and in 
th is way sells 60 papers per 
week,

M anny F ish ie r—the com ­
rade we have in m ind—un­
derstands tha t the job of 
se lling  the paper is a firs t-  
ra te  p o lit ica l task fo r  a ll 
m em bers of the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty . The Appeal 
is the ch ie f organ iz ing  weap­
on in the strugg le  against 
the W ar Deal and the g row ­
ing fascis t danger. I t  is our 
means of le ttin g  the A m e ri­
can w orkers know w hy we 
oppose ca p ita lism  and w hat 
they can do about th e ir  s itu ­
ation.

L e t ’s bu ild  up a crew  of 
M anny F ish le rs  fro m  coast 
to coast!

low er level o f o rgan iza tiona l 
fo rm  w hich the M innesota 
w orkers  have had to reso rt to 
fo r p o lit ic a l action—

—There was the trade  union 
cam paign fo r M u rphy  in  M ic h i­
gan and Olsen in  C a lifo rn ia  . . . 
Th is  ce rta in ly  represents “ con­
tin u e d ”  m ob iliza tion  of labor 
behind c a p ita lis t po litic ians , 
but how is i t  " in c re a se d ”  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  as com pared w ith  the 
labo r cam paigns fo r  Roosevelt, 
fo r Lehm an, fo r  LaG uard ia , et 
al?

The labor p a rty  m ovem ent in 
A m erica  is a lready  reach ing 
the end o f its  b lin d  a lley . The 
P.C. takes the ebb fo r  the flow .

W hat to Do
The m any com rades who 

said they  w anted to "e x p e r i­
m e n t”  w ith  the m a jo r ity  labor 
p a rty  position have had th e ir 
noble experim ent. Now what?

(1) The p o lit ic a l resolution 
m ust be g iven a re a lis t ic  es ti­
m ate o f the labo r p a rty  s itua ­
tion  now and d u ring  the past 
yea r w h ich  corresponds w ith  
the facts.

(2) I t  m us t h lace the em pha­
sis c le a rly  on independent p a r­
tic ip a tio n  by the p a rty  in  elec­
to ra l cam paigns, along the 
lines o f the issues fea tu red  in  
the reso lu tion, under the sign 
o f the w a r question. We m ust 
u tilize  the elections and the p a r­
lia m e n ta ry  fie ld  to p u t ou r­
selves before the masses as 
the a n ti-w a r p a rty , ty in g  o u r­
selves to no soc ia l-pa trio tic  po­
l it ic a l fo rm a tions  whatsoever. 
Section 23 should be re w ritte n  
fro m  th is  po in t of v iew .

(3) Section 22 should be com ­
p le te ly  cu t ou t o f the resolu­
tion , to be replaced by a sec­
tion  in  the s p ir it  o f po in t 1 
above.

(4) Th is  does in  e ffec t mean 
d itch ing  the labo r p a rty  thesis 
adopted in  the la s t discussion. 
M ore  than ever, I  would p ro ­
pose its  rep lacem ent by the 
Convention w ith  the m in o rity  
labo r p a rty  reso lu tion  p u t be­
fore  the p a rty  la s t year.

C O N VEN TIO N  N O TE
Several carloads o f auto 

w orkers are on th e ir  w ay fro m  
D e tro it to New Y o rk  to attend 
the N ationa l Convention. Gen- 
ora Joohnson, leader of the 
W omen's B a tta llio n  in the F lin t  
1937 s tr ike  w il l  accom pany 
them .

*  *  *

M ore discussion a rtic le s  w il l  
appear in  next w eek ’s issue of 
the Appeal.

consider them selves the p a rty  
itse lf. And above a ll, i t  edu­
cates the m em bersh ip  w rong ly . 
And of course the same m is ­
take m ig h t be repeated or be 
not- even d iscovered: and the 
leadership should have its  ac­
tions c le a rly  recorded so as to 
judge them .

L e t them  rem em ber th a t the 
best teacher is by exam ple.

Le t them , by exam ple, imbue 
toe ranks w ith  the sacred ne­
cessity of speaking the tru th  
and expressing th e ir honest 
opinions and com bat the fee ling  
th a t the end p e rm its  one to hide 
th ings fro m  or be u n fa ir to op­
ponent com rades. I t  w il l in ­
crease fa ith  and tru s t in the 
leadership and also a c tiv ity  of 
the m em bers 100 tim es m ore 
than stale orders or d is c ip li­
na ry  th rea ts from  above. The 
tra in in g  in defending one’s d if ­
ferences w ith  one’s fr iends  also 
increases m ora l courage.

L e t them  go into the streets 
and sell Appeals and speak and 
hand out leafle ts. They w ill 
learn a lot.

L e t them  not m is take  “ B o l­
shevik hardness”  fo r petty- 
bourgeois rudeness.

Le t them  develop new young 
leaders. G ive them  respons ib il­
ity . R espons ib ility  develops 
a b ility .

Then we m ay get somewhere.
*  *  *

Suggestion No. 2:
P r in t about one m illio n  (to 

begin w ith ' lea fle ts  every two 
weeks. Size about 6 x 9  inches 
in sm a ll newspaper type. The 
cost is about as m uch as two 
issues o f the Appeal.

We stand on s tree t corners 
and speak. Y e t we doubt the 
effectiveness o f the w ritte n  
word. Th is le a fle t could have a 
sm a ll pe rm anent masthead 
called “ The G u ide ,”  o r “ The 
L ig h t”  or “ The T ru th ,”  etc.

B u t the w ritte n  w ord, ju s t as 
the o ra l, m ay be e ffective , neu­
tra l or h a rm fu l. Two th ings 
m ust be taken in to  considera­
tion : (1) There is a tendency 
among some com rades, espe­
c ia lly  some in te lle c tua ls  and 
those not in  con tact w ith  w o rk ­
ers, to th in k  w o rke rs ' m inds 
are s im p le  and crude and su­
p e rfic ia l and du ll. T h a t tenden­
cy produces propaganda w h ich  
exaggerates, hides unpleasant 
tru ths , uses rough language 
and slang words, believes 
w orkers are too tire d  o r even 
too lazy to read m any words, 
and spends too m uch tim e  t r y ­
ing to convince the unem ployed 
th a t unem ploym ent causes su f­
fe r in g  (som ething every  w o rke r 
sees h im se lf) and how bad i t  
is to be w ith o u t m oney, etc. 
(The w orkers w an t a w ay out.) 
An exam ple of th is  a ttitude , I  
believe, is the le a fle t p u t out 
fo r the Madison Sq. Nazi m eet­
ing. I t  was pra ised by m any 
com rades as a fine  exam ple. I t  
ca lled the fascists scum  and 
s lim e and f i l th .  The words in 
them selves are the tru th  bu t 
they convince nobody. To con­
vince the w orkers  th a t the fa s ­
cists are fascists and th a t 
fascists are the m ost b ru ta l 
agents of b ig  ca p ita l and to 
convince them  th a t i t  is th e ir 
m o ra l r ig h t and du ty  to a ttack 
them  phys ica lly , th a t is the 
th ing . Those who preach soc ia l­
ism  are w rong i f  they in  th e ir 
enthusiasm  and hatred  tow ards 
the class enem y exaggerate 
(exaggeration is re a lly  an un­
tru th ) o r w hat is m ore im p o r­
tan t, seem ingly exaggerate. I t  
is be tte r to understa te  and be 
conserva tive  in  th is  respect. 
We m ust ra ise the p a r ty ’s d ig ­
n ity . U sing w o rke rs ’ language 
when among w orkers  is one 
th in g : using the same language 
in an o ff ic ia l appeal to  gain 
th e ir  confidence and support 
fo r  an organ iza tion  to lead th e ir  
lives is another th ing.

Just as the spoken w ord is 
used by good o ra to rs  to ra ise 
the emotions by spurts  of 
d ram a so can the w ritte n  word.

B u t here the second consid­
e ra tion  e n te rs : V e ry  often com ­
rades assigned to w rite  up 
lea fle ts  do so in a h u rry  and I

Just Out!
"THE TRUTH 
ABOUT 
KRONSTADT" 

by
John G. Wright

New unpublished source-m a­
te r ia l in  re fu ta tion  of anti- 
Bo lshevik slanders concern- j 
ing  the 1921 K ro n s ta d t Rebel- j 
lion . M im eo. pam phle t, 
p rin ted  cover. 10 cents — 7 
cents in  bundles o f 10 or 
m ore— 15 cents fo r single 
copies by m a il.
N a tiona l E duca tiona l D ept., 
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are even careless. Im a g in e ! 
Say i f  2,000 lea fle ts  are p rin te d  
and only 100 w orkers read 
them  then— 15 m inutes read ing  
tim e  X  100 equals 25 hours 
w o rke rs ’ tim e . A c irc u la r  
should be prepared ten tim es 
m ore c a re fu lly  than a speech 
because you can w rite  so m uch 
less, the rece ive r m ay take  i t  
home to his fa m ily , keep i t  as 
a record, and i t  reaches m ore 
people and above a ll m ore ou t­
side people who are n a tu ra lly  
m ore c r it ic a l. E ve ry  w ord, 
every  phrase m ust be im ­
proved and stud ied when even 
a few  thousand are p rin ted .

F u rth e rm o re , a one or tw o 
m illio n  na tiona l lea fle t com ing 
out re g u la r would p robab ly  be 
a ttacked and public ized by the 
newspapers, and the fascists 
and police would no doubt w an t 
t “  stop i t—a ll o f w hich would 
m ake w orke rs  m ore in terested 
in w ha t i t  says.

Also, i t  w ould increase the 
a c tiv ity  of the m em bers, espe­
c ia lly  those isolated f r \m  the 

i labor m ovem ent.
Some m ay say the S ocia lis t 

Labo r P a rty  d id  tha t. B u t the 
S .L.P. did l it t le  else—and be­
sides they w rote  ve ry  d ry . 
These are c r it ic a l tim es and 
w orkers w ill read. Each issue, 
w ith  d ra m a tic  headline and 
content, could discuss one spe­
c ific  question in  each issue, fo r 
instance: “ W a r,”  "C o u g h lin ,”  
'  The H is to ry  of C a p ita lism ,”  
“ Defend the T rade U n io n s !”  
“ The M ora l R ig h t to O ve rth row  
C a p ita lism ,”  “ Support the Auto 
«or any big s trugg le ) S trike , ' 
“ The S u rv iva l of the F it te s t,”  
“ R evolu tion is E v o lu tio n ,”  
“ When Force Is  J u s tif ie d ,”  
“ D em onstra te  A ga ins t R e lie f 
Cuts—D on’t  B eg .”  “ The S ta l­
in is ts  A re  T ra ito rs ,”  “ The 1st, 
2nd. 3rd, 4th In te rn a tio n a ls ,”  
"D e m o c ra c y ,"  “ W hat Is  a 
C lass?”  “ P rogressive  T rade 
U n io n ism ,”  etc.

B u t where is the m oney com ­
ing from ?  One issue w ould cost 
about as m uch as tw o issues o f 
the Appeal. I t  seems to me too 
m uch im portance  is g iven to 
the tw ice  and now the 3 tim es 
a week Appeal. The 2 and 3 
tim es w il l  reach a fte r a ll p rac ­
t ic a lly  on ly the same c irc le  o f 
people. The argum ents in  fa vo r 
of a good 8-page w eekly  are by 
no means exhausted. Besides i f  
the whole c o u n try ' w ould be 
covered w ith  such lea fle ts  con­
tr ib u tio n s  w ould possib ly pay 
fo r  it .  Besides i f  i t ’s no good i t  
can be stopped any tim e .

SENTENCE 3 FOR 
PLEADING CASE OF 
JOBLESS WORKERS

N EW  Y O R K —A rrested  in  the 
53rd S tree t re lie f bureau fo r 
p ro testing  the d ism issa l o f s in ­
gle m en fro m  the c ity ’s re lie f 
ro lls , one w om an and tw o men, 
m em bers o f Loca l 4 of the U n­
em ployed and P ro je c t W ork­
ers U nion, were, sentenced to a 
to ta l o f 40 days in  the R ike rs  
Is land  workhouse by Judge 
Andrew s of the N ew Y o rk  
County M ag is tra tes C ourt on 
Wednesday, June 21.

A fte r sentence had been p ro ­
nounced by Judge Andrew s, he 
rem onstra ted  w ith  his p rison­
ers. “ R em em ber,”  he to ld  
them , “ T h a t you are people 
who live  o ff c ity  funds .”  D e fi­
an t o f the sage m a g is tra te ’s ad­
vice, a m em ber of the c o u rt­
room  audience re to rted , “ So 
are you.”

T h e ir C rim e
The three convicted demon­

s tra to rs , Rhoda Pearson, M ey­
e r D ru cke r and N. B row n, were 
m em bers o f a com m ittee  o f s ix  
who had gone to the 53rd S tree t 
re lie f bureau to plead the case 
of two young single m en who, 
as a re su lt o f th e ir  d ism issa l 
fro m  the re lie f ro lls , face s ta r­
va tion . One o f the young men 
is a m em ber of a fa m ily  o f 
fou r whose on ly  support is the 
fa the r, now em ployed a t th ir ­
teen do lla rs  a week. The o ther 
young m an has a group o f 
bro thers and s is te rs who are 
them selves on a near re lie f lev ­
el and are unable to care fo r  
h im .

Backed up by a la rg e  U .P . 
W.U. p icke t line  outside the 
bureau, the com m ittee  o f s ix  
w ent inside to state the case o f 
th e ir c lien ts. S ta lled by the 
bureau heads, the com m ittee  
demanded th a t the tw o young 
men be re insta ted  on the ro lls . 
The bureau heads answered by 
ca llin g  in  the cops, who a rre s t­
ed the com m ittee  on a charge 
of d iso rde rly  conduct.

The a rres t a t the 53rd S tree t 
bureau is no t an iso la ted in c i­
dent. D u rin g  the la s t two weeks 
tw en ty -s ix  unem ployed dem ­
onstra to rs  have been a rrested  
a t various re lie f bureaus 
th roughout the c ity  on s im ila r  
f lim s y  charges.

Points of V iew  on Issues Confronting the S.W.P. National Convention



     By Dwight Macdonald  

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
KREMLIN

“ I t  seems to me th a t our in te lligen ts ia  
are liv in g  in  a p a rt ic u la r ly  happy tim e . . . . 
The Soviet system alone gives the in te lli­
gentsia an oppo rtun ity  to unfo ld its  c rea ­
tive  powers. . . . We shall release such 
forces th a t the m ere thought of i t  makes 
us breathless. (Applause.) Comrades, on 
Decem ber 12 we sha ll a ll vote fo r the Com­
m un is t P a rty , fo r h im  who expresses the 
asp ira tions of the people, Com rade Stalin. 
(S torm y applause, tu rn in g  in to  an ovation. 
Shouts o f ‘H u r ra h ! ’ ) F o r the Soviet in te l li­
gentsia! F o r the crea tive  w ork  of the Sov­
ie t in te llig e n ts ia !” — Speech by M . K a lin in , 
president of the Soviet U nion, before the 
representatives of the Soviet T o ilin g  In te l­
ligen ts ia  o f Len ingrad , Nov. 26, 1937.
(Quoted fro m  In te rn a tio n a l L ite ra tu re , No.
1, 1938.)

There is an aged joke about some state leg­
is la tu re  w h ich  once repealed the law  o f g ra v ­
ita tion . I t  now appears th a t in  the Soviet 
Union, where anyth ing  can happen these days, 
som ething of the so rt is  a c tu a lly  in  .process. 
Accord ing  to H aro ld  D enny ’s re p o rt in  the 
N. Y . T im es fo r June 15 las t, Socia lis t A g r i­
cu ltu re , the o ff ic ia l organ of the C om m issaria t 
of A g ricu ltu re , has ju s t published a le tte r fro m  
tw en ty -fou r a g ric u ltu ra l students denouncing 
as “ bourgeois fo rm a lis m ”  both the M endelian 
law of he red ity  and the theory  of genes and 
chrom osomes fo r w h ich  T. H. M organ was 
awarded the Nobel P rize . “ The concept o f the 
gene con trad ic ts  d ia le c tica l m a te r ia lis m ,”  
w rite  the students, “ We share the op in ion of 
A cadem ic ian  Lysenko when he says, 'To m y 
m ind i t  is h igh  tim e  to e x tra c t bod ily  M endel- 
ian ism  and a ll its  equ ivalents fro m  the courses 
of h igher educational in s titu tio n s .”  Denny 
points out th a t “ the fa c t the ed ito r of Socia list 
A g ricu ltu re  publishes the le tte r under the 
heading. ‘CHASE F O R M A L  G E N ETIC S  
FRO M  T H E  U N IV E R S IT IE S ’ s trong ly  in d i­
cates th a t th a t is ju s t w ha t w il l  be done—th a t 
the M endelian law , so fa r  as the Soviet U nion 
is concerned, w ill be repealed. Unless the ed­
ito r  o f Socia lis t A g ricu ltu re  made a fe a rfu lly  
bad guess.”

The P h ilis t in is m  w hich has la id  waste Soviet 
cu ltu re  under S ta lin  appears c le a rly  in  the in ­
v id ious com parison the s tudents ’ le tte r makes 
between “ fo rm a l”  and “ m o d e rn is tic ”  genet­
ics—w hich  is dism issed as academ ic hocus- 
pocus, m ere theory—and “ p ra c t ic a l”  genetics. 
The “ fo rm a l”  school of M endel-M organ is led 
by N . I .  V av ilov , an in te rn a tio n a lly  fam ous 
p lan t expert. The "p ra c t ic a l”  school is  led by 
T. D . Lysenko, who is in h igh fa vo r w ith  the 
K re m lin  (and unknown outside the U .S .S .R .). 
Lysenko is thoroughgoing in  his P h ilis tin ism , 
re je c tin g  not on ly M ende lian ism  but even the 
science of genetics itse lf, w h ich  he te rm s 
“ m e re ly  an am usem ent, like  chess o r foo t­
b a ll.”  (N . Y . T im es, Dec. 14, 1936.) Lysenko 
and h is fo llow ers  charge the M endel-M organ- 
V av ilov  school w ith  p lac ing  a “ fa sc is t”  em ­
phasis on h e re d ita ry  facto rs , and ins is t th a t 
any good B o lshevik m ust pu t the emphasis on 
environm ent. Several years ago they kicked 
up such a row  th a t V a v ilo v  was arrested as a 
"T ro ts k y is t”  and the Seventh In te rn a tio n a l 
Congress on Genetics, w h ich  was to be held in 
Moscow in  the sum m er of 1937, was a b ru p tly  
cancelled on orders fro m  the K re m lin .

Denny com m ents on the “ re m a rka b le ”  fa c t 
th a t such a con troversy, in vo lv in g  ca rd ina l 
points o f p o lit ic a l doctrine , should have been 
allowed to d rag  on fo r  three years—indeed, 
th a t i t  should take p lace at a ll. I  agree i t  is 
rem arkab le , and suggest th a t the K re m lin  
finds its e lf in  a d if f ic u lt  position. F o r the m ore 
na tiona l consciousness the K re m lin  finds i t  ex­
pedient to s tim u la te , the m ore expedient also 
i t  m ust fin d  i t  to emphasize h e red ity  over en­
v ironm en t. And so, w h ile  on the whole in c lin ­
ing  tow ards Lysenko ’s doctrines, the K re m lin  
cannot qu ite  b rin g  its e lf to s u m m a rily  ou tlaw  
V av ilov .

F o r these ve ry  specia l reasons, the V av ilov  
school has been a llow ed to su rv ive  and even 
to d ispute p u b lic ly  w ith  the dom inan t school. 
B u t th is  is a unique s itua tion . In  o ther fie lds  
of cu ltu re , the K re m lin  never hesitates to la y  
down the la w  s w if t ly  and w ith  f in a lity . In  his 
in te lle c tua l pretensions, i f  not in  o ther ways, 
S ta lin  is  a tw en tie th -cen tu ry  Leonardo Da 
V inc i, se ttlin g  ou t of hand the m ost abstruse 
prob lem s o f science and esthetics, tu rn in g  his 
a tten tion  fro m  astronom y to cub ism  to the ex- 
p ression istic thea tre—and w ith  the m ost dev­
asta ting  e ffects in  each fie ld . Be low  I  have 
catalogued a few  of the K re m lin ’s m ore spec­
ta cu la r recent exp lo its  in  such m a tte rs . They 
w il l  perhaps g ive some fa in t im pression  of 
w ha t the in te lle c tu a l atm osphere m ust be like  
a t present in  the W orke rs ’ F a the rland .

A rt
“ P u r ific a tio n  of Sovie t a r t  fro m  'decadent 

m odern is tic  in fluences ’ as w e ll as the ‘s ticky  
sweetness o f ro m a n tic is m ’ was demanded to ­
day in  Izvestia . . . ‘N e ithe r F rench  im p re s ­
sionism  no r post-im pression ism  nor bourgeois 
ro m a n tic ism  in  the a r t  o f the F rench  revo lu ­
tion, nor the s p ir it  o f e ighteenth cen tu ry  pa in t­
ing, can harm onize  w ith  Soviet a r t . ’ The p h il­
osophical basis o f Soviet a r t  was defined thus: 
‘New ideas, new spectators and new beauty 
are the p rin c ip a l accessories of soc ia lis tic  a rt. 
Its  basic m o ra lity  is Soviet h um an ism .’ ” — 
N. Y . T im es, Sept. 3, 1938.

Astronomy
“ P rofessor B oris  G eras im ov itch , head o f the 

Pulkovo O bserva to ry  in  Len ing rad , was ac­
cused today o f ‘s e rv i l i ty ’ tow ard  fo re ign  sci­
ence by the newspaper Len ingrad  P ravda . . . 
P rofessor G eras im ov itch  is the fo rem ost as­
tronom er o f the Soviet Union, and he posses­
ses an in te rna tiona l repu ta tion  as one o f the 
w o rld ’s g rea test astrophysic is ts . . . The c u r­
re n t cam paign aga inst s e rv ility  is based on the 
fa c t th a t m any Sovie t scien tis ts  f ir s t  pub lish 
th e ir w orks ab road .” —N. Y . T im es, Ju ly  19, 
1936.

“ H av ing  ja ile d  D ire c to r G eras im ov itch  of 
the P u lkovo O bserva tory and shot D ire c to r 
N um erov o f the A s tronom ica l In s titu te  a t Len ­
ing rad  and rem oved and ja ile d  so m any 
‘w recke rs ’ and ‘ tra ito rs ’ o f star-science th a t 
no Soviet astronom ers could be sent to the re ­
cent m eeting  of the In te rn a tio n a l A stronom ica l 
Union a t S tockholm , the G .P .U . has now

KULTUR
tu rned its  a tten tion  to the fie ld  of Soviet A r t . ”  
—B e rtra m  D. W olfe, in W orkers Age, N ovem ­
ber 19, 1938.

Cinema
“ On M arch  17, 1937, the C entra l A d m in is tra ­

tion  of the Photo-C inem a In d u s try  stopped the 
production of the m uch ta lked-of and eagerly 
aw aited f i lm , Bezhin Meadow, on w hich Sergei 
E isenste in, of P o tem kin  fam e, had been w o rk ­
ing fo r over tw o years. . . In  an a rtic le  in  
P ravda , B oris  S hum ia tsky, the head o f the 
m oving  p ic tu re  in d u s try  in  the U.S.S.R. 
charged E isenste in  w ith  hav ing  fa ile d  to ‘ lea rn  
fro m  l i fe ’ , w ith  hav ing  placed too m uch fa ith  
in  h is own ‘scholastic p ro fu n d itie s ’ and w ith  
. . . ‘h a rm fu l fo rm a lis t ic  exerc ises’ . . . E isen­
stein adm itted  m any of the c ritic ism s . He ad­
m itte d  hav ing  been possessed of the in te lle c ­
tu a l’s qu ixo tic  illu s ion  th a t re vo lu tiona ry  w ork 
could be done in d iv id u a lly . . . ‘Fam e came 
e a rly  to m e ,’ he said. ‘I  overestim ated m yse lf, 
and th a t was a m a jo r e rro r. I  never advanced 
beyond the stage of e lem enta l revo lu tion ­
ism . . . ’ ” —Joshua K u n itz  in  Moscow News, 
M arch  31, 1927.

“ B oris  S hum ia tsky, ch ie f of the Soviet m o­
tion  p ic tu re  in d u s try  has been q u ie tly  re ­
m oved. . . The m agazine Soviet A r t  charged 
th a t his p o lit ic a l blindness pe rm itte d  ‘savage 
ve te ran  spies, T ro ts k y is t and B u kh a rin is t 
agents and h ire lings  of Japanese and G erm an 
fasc ism ’ to pe rfo rm  th e ir w reck ing  deeds in 
the Soviet C inem a. . . He was also c ritic ise d  
fo r in troduc ing  the sex e lem ent in to  an a lm ost 
com p le te ly  m asculine s to ry , Stevenson’s 
T reasure Is land , by tra n s fo rm in g  cabin boy 
J im  H aw kins in to  Jenny H a w k in s .” —N. Y. 
T im es, Jan. 17, 1938.

History
“ One of the b iggest problem s confron ting  

the Bolshevists is to get a com prehensive h is­
to ry  o f the C om m unist revo lu tion . None has 
ye t been w ritte n , and no one appears w illin g  
to undertake the task because o f the v ir tu a l 
ce rta in ty  th a t w ha tever line  of thought he p u r­
sued today w ould be unpopular five  o r ten 
years hence.” —N. Y . H era ld -T ribune , Jan. 10, 
1936.

“ The heavy guns o f the Russian C om m unist 
P a rty  have now been turned on the w orks of 
the la te  M . N. P okrovsky, who u n til his death 
in 1932 was a lm ost idolized as a M a rx is t h is­
to rian , and on the younger Soviet h is to rians 
who studied under h im  and now are accused 
of being active  T ro tsky is ts  . . . P ravda  is es­
pec ia lly  angered by the low  estim ate of Peter 
*the G rea t made by Professor P okrovsky and 
his fo llow ers . . . ‘P o k ro vsky ’s p u p ils ,’ w rites  
P ravda , ‘were fe r t ile  so il fo r a ll sorts o f a n ti­
p a rty  hesita tions and w anderings. . . M any of 
them  became Japanese-G erm an-Trotskyist 
agents of R ig h tis t d issenters.’ ” —N . Y . T im es, 
A p r il 18, 1937.

“ N iko la i B u kh a rin  and A lexe i R ykov, fo r ­
m er p re m ie r, are denounced along w ith  Leon 
T ro tsky  and other one-tim e Soviet leaders as 
m urde re rs  of M r. K iro v  in  a new textbook on 
the h is to ry  of the Soviet U nion ju s t published. 
Th is is the w inne r of a governm ent com peti­
tion, and the group of h is to rians who com ­
posed i t  rece ived a p rem ium  of 75,000 
rubles. . . The textbook awards considerable 
pra ise to P ete r the G rea t. . .” —N. Y . T im es, 
Aug. 25, 1937.

“ Joseph S ta lin  was characte rized  today as 
not on ly a g rea t statesm an but as a model h is­
to rian  and sc ien tis t by E m il Y a ros lavsky . . . 
‘Comrade S ta lin  personally executed a vast 
am ount of the w ork  of com p iling  ‘A Short 
Course on the H is to ry  o f the C om m unist P a rty  
in the Soviet U n ion ’ , said M r. Y aros lavsky. 
‘Is n ’t  our a d m ira tio n  s tirre d  by th is  w o rk  of 
S ta lin , fo r  w hich he found tim e  am id  g igantic  
State w ork? . . . The concrete ins truc tions  of 
S ta lin  to our h is to rians, and concrete c r i t i ­
c ism s of th e ir  m istakes—a ll th is caused a v e r­
itab le  about-face in  our h is to ry .’ ”  — N. Y . 
T im es, M arch  13, 1939.

Law
“ Serious charges are faced by Eugene B. 

Pashukanis, u n til a yea r ago regarded as 
ch ie f theo re tic ian  of Soviet jus tice . . . M r. 
Pashukanis had ta ugh t th a t the State was 
w ithe ring  away. .‘ N . Y . T im es, A p r il 4, 
1938.

Lexicography
“ The Lex icog raph ica l In s titu te  in Len ingrad  

is one of the la tes t ins titu tions  in  the U.S.S.R. 
to su ffe r in  the constan tly  w idening purge. . . 
Academ ic ian  N. S. D erzhavin , ed ito r-in -ch ie f 
of the d ic tio n a ry , who enjoys in te rn a tio n a l 
reputa tion , has been rem oved fro m  his post. 
H is assistant. P rofessor Obnorsky and his sec­
re ta ry  are likew ise  accused o f ‘counte r-revo lu ­
tio n ’ and ‘w re ck in g ’ and there is no reason to 
doubt th a t a ll three have been arrested . . . 
The en tire  w ork  w il l  be re w ritte n  under the 
d irec tion  of new editors.

“ Len ingrad  P ravda  published a b itte r a t­
tack on Professor D erzhavin , asserting he 
sub tly  in troduced he re tica l T ro tsky is t theories 
into c ircu la tio n . . . I t  c ited  the de fin ition  o f the 
word ‘e m ig re ’ as ‘one who lives pe rm anen tly  
outside his own co u n try ’ as a sam ple, po in ting  
out in d ig n a n tly  th a t the d e fin ition  ‘said no t one 
word about the treason o f such people to the ir 
Socia list fa th e rla n d ’ . . . Worse s t i l l,  ‘com para ­
tiv e ly  few  quotations fro m  S ta lin  were g ive n ’ , 
w h ile  they fre e ly  re lied  on quo ta tii is fro m  
B ukha rin , K am enev, and Radek.

“ The ed ito rs encountered d iff ic u ltie s  a few 
years ago. They issued the vo lum e, “ P ” , w ith  
a de fin ition  of the w ord, ‘passport’ , explaining)' 
the ha te fu l s ign ificance  o f th is  w ord under the ] 
C zaris t reg im e. . . The vo lum e had gone to 
press when the Soviet G overnm ent suddenly 
announced the in troduc tion  of a law  req u irin g  
every  c itizen  to c a rry  a passport.” —Manches­
te r G uard ian  W eekly, August 27, 1937.

(Continued on Page 6)

By a rrangem en t w ith  the author, ' 
E m anue l G a rre tt ’s co lum n, “ Out of the 
P a s t,”  is  being held over th is  week so 
th a t the m a te ria l prepared by D w igh t 
M acdonald m ay appear a t one tim e  in its  
en tire ty . N ext week, G a rre tt w il l  present 
a b iog raph ica l sketch o f the g rea t 19th 
C entury abo lition is t, W endell P h illip s .

W.P.A. O fficials  
S tart to Put 
Slash In to  Effect

(Continued from  Page 1)
F edera l and $50,000 i f  Federa l.

There are ve ry  few  bu ild ing  
pro jects w hich w il l  be able to 
m eet th is  requ irem en t, as even 
an o rd in a ry  school bu ild ing  w il l  
genera lly  exceed th is  am ount 
by a considerable m a rg in .

E ffe c t of Slash
R eports fro m  a ll over the 

coun try  ind ica te  the te rr ib le  ef­
fec t Roosevelt’s s lash-re lie f 
po licy  is hav ing  upon those de­
pendent upon W .P .A . jobs or 
re lie f checks fo r  food, c lo th ing , 
and she lter.

In  N ew Y o rk  the f i l l in g  of 
vacancies by W .P .A . has been 
suspended, and L ie u t. Col. Bre- 
hon B . S om erve ll, W .P .A . ad­
m in is tra to r estim ated th a t the 
new po licy  would r e d u c e  
W .P.A. jobs in  New Y o rk  alone 
a t the ra te  of 1,000 jobs a week.

There are abso lute ly no pros­
pects th a t those th row n  o ff 
W .P .A . w il l  be absorbed by in ­
dustry . In d u s tr ia l a c tiv ity  is 
dec lin ing  and the f ir s t  e ffec t of 
th is  decline w ill be slashed 
payro lls , d ras tic  c u rta ilm e n t of 
sta ffs , and increased unem ploy­
m ent.

The on ly exceptions to Som­
e rv e ll ’s ru le  fo rb id d in g  new re ­
p lacem ents or assignments are 
in  a few  exceptiona l cases, 
nea rly  h a lf o f those now on 
home re lie f, w il l  be dropped 
w ith in  the near fu tu re . La rge  
scale cuts are now being con­
sidered by W .P.A. o ffic ia ls  fo r 
im m ed ia te  app lica tion .

Postcards Won’t  H elp
In  a speech before the N a ­

tiona l Conference of Social 
W ork a t B u ffa lo , M ayo r La  
G uard ia  declared th a t he was 
opposed to the present slashes 
in  re lie f. “ We ta lk  of dem oc­
racy, b u t the freedom s of 
speech, press, assem bly and re ­
lig ion  cannot be enjoyed on an 
em pty  s tom ach .”

He declared th a t the present 
b ill fo r re lie f “ w ould com plete­
ly  w reck our A m erican  system  
of w o rk  re lie f .”  B u t he p ro ­
posed absolute ly no w ay o f ob­
ta in ing  an increased app rop ria ­
tion.

LaG uard la  is scheduled to ap­
pear before the Senate A ppro ­
p ria tions  C om m ittee  t o d a y  
where he hopes “ to salvage 
som ething ou t of the House 
b i l l . ”

One th ing  is absolute ly c lear, 
neither postcards nor LaG uar- 
dia speeches w il l  ob ta in  one 
cent fo r the unem ployed. There 
is only one language w hich 
P resident Roosevelt and Con­
gress understand, and th a t is 
the language of m ili ta n t dem ­
onstrations.

Unless the unemployed begin 
organ iz ing  huge dem onstra­
tions in  fro n t of every re lie f 
o ffice  they can expect Roose­
ve lt's  slash re lie f p rog ram  to 
gain new heights of fu ry  in  its  
d rive  to th row  every  unem ­
ployed person on the streets.

Publication of Luxemburg 
W ork Begins in New Int'l

Editors Review National Scene in Comment 
On Republicans and 1940 Elections

The June issue of the The 
New In te rn a tio n a l is now o ff 
the press, and once again  the 
contents of the issue place the 
jo u rn a l in  the fro n t ranks of 
M a rx is t thought. I t  is fu l ly  up 
to the ca lib re  o f other issues 
and is va ried  in  content. .

“ The Republicans and the 
1940 E lec tions ”  is the subject 
discussed by the E d ito rs . The 
s itua tion  as re la ted  to the New 
D eal, etc. is fu l ly  review ed.

The prob lem  of im p e ria lis t 
w ar is dea lt w ith  e x p lic it ly  and 
fu lly  in  two a rtic les . The f ir s t  
contribu ted  by the E d ito r ia l 
Board o f the B u lle tin  o f the 
Russian O pposition in  an a r ­
tic le  en titled , “ The Step tow ard  
S o c ia l-P a tr io tism ” , w h ich  con­
cerns its e lf w ith  developm ents 
a ris in g  fro m  the Czecho-slovak- 
ian  c ris is .

The second is an a rt ic le  by 
H al D rape r on “ F .D .R . and the 
In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  P la n .”

The f ir s t  in s ta llm e n t o f the 
fam ous w o rk  by Rosa L u xe m ­
burg. “ The Socia lis t C ris is in 
F ra n ce ” , appears also in  the 
Ju ly  num ber. E v e ry  reader at.

a ll in terested in M a rx ism  and 
its  method of analysis w il l  be 
in trigued  by L u xe m b u rg ’s b ro ­
chure.

The popular and c le a r-th in k ­
ing w r ite r , George E . Novack. 
contribu tes a m ost revea ling  
and in fo rm a tive  a rtic le  on the 
o il indus try , en titled , “ The 
S truggle against the O il Octo­
pus” .

O ther im p o rta n t and s tim u ­
la tin g  a rtic les  are contribu ted  
by D w ig h t M acdonald in  his 
m onth ly  co lum n, “ R eading 
fro m  L e ft to R ig h t” , and a d is­
cussion of the prob lem  of B o l­
shevism  and D em ocracy by A. 
A lpe r and A lb e rt G oldm an, 
w ith  the la tte r uphold ing the 
basic tenets of Bolshevism .

Jan B u ch a r’s a rt ic le , “ The 
N a tiona l Question in  C entra l 
E u rope ” , is  concluded in  the 
J u ly  num ber.

Readers w ish ing  to ob ta in  a 
copy of the Ju ly  num ber should 
cIo so im m ed ia te ly . The sub­
scrip tion  ra te  is $2. per year. 
Address The New In te rn a tio n ­
al, 116 U n ive rs ity  P lace, New 
Y o rk , N . Y .

Aged M an Ejected 
From Burrow 
In California

MODESTO, C a lif. — E jected  
fro m  the underground burrow  
in w hich he had lived  like  a 
mole fo r ten long years, Hans 
Hansen, 77-year-old m an, who 
tr ie d  to earn a m eager liv in g  
doing odd-jobs, is looking about 
fo r a new home.

Police reported  th a t M r. 
Hansen had dug out a space 
under the floo r of a warehouse. 
There he had lived  since the 
depression began in  1929, eat­
ing. sleeping, and reading, but 
rece iv ing  no v is ito rs .

, He burned w ax paper bread 
w rappings when he cooked in 
order to m ake as l it t le  smoke 
as possible and so avoid d is­
covery.

B y aqcident he s truck  the 
roof of his home w hich was 
also the flo o r of the warehouse. 
A loya l com pany m an hearing  , 
the rap investigated  and dis-1 
covered the aged m an in his 
strange home.

Police came in  response to a 
ca ll fro m  com pany o ffic ia ls  and 
ejected M r. Hansen. They 
found lit t le  force necessary.

“ They would come and get 
me some day, I  f ig u re d ,”  H an­
sen said. “ B u t they were a 
long tim e  co m ing .”

Angier Biddle Dukes
Entertain
At Tuxedo Park

O f a ll the luxurious estates in  
Tuxedo P a rk , A m e ric a ’s m ost 
exclusive res iden tia l d is tr ic t, 
the m ost luxu rious  of a ll is the 
estate of the A ng ie r B idd le  
Dukes. I t  is s ituated on a slope 
of the ro llin g  fa iry ta le  R am a- 
po h ills . The s t i l l  w aters of the 
ta rn  below re fle c t its  p a la tia l 
lines.

Angie and his blonde w ife , 
P rune, are ve ry  proud o f th e ir 
sum m er home. The fro n t door, 
opening onto the cobblestone 
court, leads into a fo rm a l w hite  
m arb le  h a ll on the second floo r.

P ru n e ’s own room  is a 
dream -boudoir in  blue w ith  a 
huge canopied four-poster bed 
qu ilted  in blue sa tin .

B y  con tras t the bar is in fo r­
m a l and cozy. I t  is f i l le d  w ith  
trophies and ribbons w h ich  the 
Dukes have won a t various 
horse and dog shows, and the 
w a lls  are lined w ith  photo­
graphs of th e ir round-the-w orld  

I honeymoon.
Few  know how to en te rta in  as 

w e ll as the Dukes. The hospit­
able young couple keep con­
s tan t open house and the six 
bedrooms are usua lly  ove rflow ­
ing w ith  guests. T he ir ba r is 
the m ost popu lar in  Tuxedo 
P a rk  w ith  its  s w ir l o f gayety 
and laughter.

Before the Party Convention

For a Three-a-W eek A p p e a l-  
O n the Road to a Daily Paper

By JA M E S  P . C A N N O N _________________________________________________________________ _

A p rog ram  o f expansion such as the p a rty  
needs a t the present tim e  should be a rounded 
p rog ram  w hich sets tasks to be fu lf i l le d  in  a ll 
the m ost im p o rta n t fie lds  of w ork . I t  should 
a im  to push the p a rty  fo rw a rd  on a ll fron ts . 
A t the same tim e , i f  the p rog ram  o f expansion 
is not to rem a in  on paper, as the product of 
irresponsib le  w ish -th ink ing , i t  should com bine 
the resolute w il l  of the p a rty  to take a step 
fo rw a rd  w ith  a re a lis tic  app ra isa l of the p ra c ­
tic a l possib ilities .

E v e ry  ite m  o f the p rog ram  should be judged 
by the convention in  th is  lig h t. We cannot a f­
fo rd  to indu lge in  id le  speculation about w ha t 
we w ould like  to do i f  we had u n lim ite d  re ­
sources a t our disposal. R a ther, our p lan, and 
every  separate ite m  of it ,  m ust be geared to 
the resources a t ou r disposal in the shape of 
hum an energy and m a te ria l and techn ica l 
needs. There is one m ore proviso , however. 
In  e labora ting  our .p lan  we m ust take in to  ac­
count the im p e ra tive  p o lit ic a l necessities of 
the tim e  w h ich  im pose upon us, as a cond ition  
fo r advancem ent, a g rea te r expend itu re  of 
energy, m ore sacrifices  in  the s p ir it  o f bolshe­
v ism  and a fas te r pace a ll along the line.

No Question about Necessity
The proposal fo r  a three-a-week Appeal, like  

a ll the o ther item s of the p rog ram , m ust be 
weighed and exam ined w ith in  the fra m e w o rk  
established by the fo rego ing  considerations. 
M any fac to rs  enter in to  the discussion of th is  
som ew hat am bitious p ro jec t. Is  i t  p o lit ic a lly  
necessary and advantageous? Have we the 
techn ica l fa c ilit ie s  to produce it?  Can we m a in ­
ta in  i t  f in a n c ia lly?  And fin a lly , can i t  be e f­
fe c tive ly  d is tribu ted  by the m em bers of our 
sm a ll organization?

There can be no question about the p o lit ica l 
necessity and the enormous advantage of a 
three-a-week pub lica tion  over the present two- 
a-week. Th ings are happening ve ry  ra p id ly  in 
the w o rld  today. P rob lem s m u lt ip ly  and ques­
tions arise in  d izzy ing  succession. A p a rty  
w hich answers soonest and oftenest has an in ­
ca lcu lab le  advantage over its  slow-poke riva ls . 
The tw ice-a-week Appeal, w h ich  has so c le a rly  
pu t us in  a com m anding position in the rad ica l 
labor fie ld , is a lready  inadequate fo r  our 
needs. Here in th is  issue, fo r exam ple, we are 
obliged to p r in t two e x tra  pages to take care 
of the convention discussion. A p a rt o f tha t, 
the ed ito rs te ll me, th e ir  desk d raw ers are 
choked w ith  exce llen t and t im e ly  a rtic les  and 
stories fo r w h ich  they have no space: and 
other v ita l m a te ria l, a lready set up in  type, 
has to be le ft as hold-over on the prin tshop 
stone. The fra m e w o rk  of the tw ice-a-week 
Appeal is a lready  too na rro w  fo r  our p o lit ica l 
and a g ita tiona l needs.

We Have the Forces
Have we the jo u rn a lis tic  fa c ilit ie s  to p ro ­

duce a paper three tim es a week w ithou t too 
m uch d iff ic u lty ?  F o r one who knows the r ich  
lite ra ry  resources of our p a rty , to ask th a t 
question is to answer i t  a ff irm a tiv e ly . I  don’t 
th in k  i t  is  boasting bu t m e re ly  s ta ting  obvious 
fac ts  to say th a t our s ta ff o f w rite rs  is  second 
to none, in  l ite ra ry  and jo u rn a lis tic  compe­
tence and p o lit ica l q u a lity . One has on ly  to 
com pare our b r ig h t and in te re s tin g ly  w rit te n  
Appeal w ith  its  du ll, g ray  and sp iritless  r iv a ls  
to sa tis fy  h im se lf on th is  po in t. And I  re fe r 
no t m e re ly  to the professional s ta ff o f the 
Appeal, who are a ll jo u rn a lis ts  who know 
th e ir trade, bu t also to the occasional co n tr ib ­
utors, and the sm a ll a rm y  o f vo lu n ta ry  w o rk ­
ers and developing apprentices who w a it on ly 
the ca ll fo r fu ll- t im e  service.

In  add ition  to tha t, we have a vast reserve 
in the shape of w orker-correspondents in  the 
fie ld , a reserve w h ich  un fo rtuna te ly  has been 
a ll too lit t le  u tilized  up t i l l  now. Room  m ust 
be found fo r the con tribu tions of these w o rk ­
er-correspondents in  o rde r to g ive the paper 
a m ore p ro le ta ria n  stam p and m ake i t  a tru e r 
re flec tion  o f the w o rke rs ' lives.

F rom  a jo u rn a lis tic  and techn ica l po in t of 
v iew  we could s ta r t the three-a-week to m o r­
row  m orn ing  w ith o u t any serious h itch  in  the 
schedule.

The Money W ILL Be Found
Can we fin d  the m oney to produce and m a in ­

ta in  a three-a-week Appeal? T h is  question is 
not to be a ir i ly  d ism issed. M oney, like  type, 
does not s tre tch ; and nobody has ye t invented 
a w ay of p roducing three papers as cheaply 
as two. B u t on th is  po in t our experience w ith  
the tw ice-a-w eek Appeal is the best c r ite r io n  
we have to go by. In  one 60-day cam paign our 
com rades con tribu ted  close to $3500 to launch 
th is  en terprise. Despite d ifficu ltie s , accidents 
and m isca lcu la tions, th is  reserve fund was suf­
f ic ie n t to c a rry  us th rough to the present.

When the convention convenes the tw ice-a- 
week Appeal w il l  be fiv e  m onths old. W ith  the 
exception of a c r is is  a few  weeks ago, caused 
by delinquencies in  the paym ent of bundle 
orders, we had no serious fin a n c ia l d iff ic u lty . 
Even in  th a t c r is is  we d id  no t have to appeal 
fo r con tribu tions. A ll  we asked was th a t spe­
c ia l e ffo rts  be m ade to pay up bundle order 
accounts. And the re a lly  in sp ir in g  response of 
the branches to th is  em ergency ca ll was su f­
fic ie n t to a lle v ia te  the c ris is . I t  dem onstrated 
the de term ined w il l  o f ou r p a rty  com rades to 
m a in ta in  the tw ice-a-w eek Appeal.

In  consu lta tion  w ith  the com rades respon­
sible fo r the fin a n c ia l m anagem ent o f the pa­
per, i t  has been estim ated th a t we can sa fe ly 
undertake the three-a-week pub lica tion  i f  we 
ra ise a p re lim in a ry  fund of $5000. T ha t can be 
done, not because our com rades have m ore 
money than the m em bers of o ther pa rties—on 
the whole they are poorer and have less—but

because they have a m ore  serious and de te r­
m ined re vo lu tio n a ry  s p ir it  and are w illin g  to 
pay m ore fo r  any p ro je c t w h ich  w il l  advance 
th e ir cause.

Distribution Is the Problem
I t  is no tew orthy th a t in  the com m ents I  have 

heard and rece ived about the p ro je c t of the 
th ree-a -w >:k  Appeal, nobody has seriously 
questioned the capac ity  o f the p a rty  to m an­
age i t  fin a n c ia lly . On the f in a n c ia l question, as 
w e ll as on the techn ica l side, we can speak 
r ig h t now w ith  com plete confidence in  the 
fe a sa b ility  o f the en terprise. The convention 
delegates can be presented w ith  fac ts  and f ig ­
ures on a ll sides o f these two aspects o f the 
question w h ich  leave no room  fo r  doubt th a t, 
fro m  a techn ica l and fin a n c ia l s tandpoin t, the 
proposal o f a three-a-week Appeal is no pipe 
d ream  bu t a p ra c tica l and feasib le p ro je c t.

I t  w il l  be d iff ic u lt. I t  w il l  be a l it t le  m ore  of 
a s tra in  than we were accustom ed to in  the 
desu lto ry  days of the past. B u t i t  can be done.

There rem a ins one m ore question: Can the 
three-a-week Appeal be adequately d is tr ib u te d  
by the p a rty  m em bers? Here we cannot speak 
w ith  the same assurance as on the techn ica l 
and fin a n c ia l sides. The convention delegates, 
who w il l  represent a ll sections o f the coun try , 
who have a lready  accum ula ted  a considerable 
experience w ith  the prob lem  of d is tr ib u tin g  the 
tw ice-a-w eek, w il l  have to say the w ord. H ow ­
ever, some p rov is iona l opinions on th is  po in t 
w il l  not be ou t of o rder. The same question o f 
d is tr ib u tio n  arose in  connection w ith  the p ro j­
ect of the two-a-week Appeal. M any com rades 
who are not a t^a ll inc lined  to pessim ism , had 
m isg iv ings  when the tw ice-a-w eek Appeal was 
f i r s t  p ro jected , and even when the decision to 
launch i t  was f in a lly  taken.

The experience o f five  m onths of the tw ice- 
a-week Appeal has been ve ry  illu m in a tin g . 
Despite d iff ic u ltie s , d is locations and m a la d ­
jus tm en ts  here and there, the tw ice-a-w eek 
Appeal, on the whole, has been e ffe c tive ly  d is­
tr ib u te d . I t  is  a fa c t th a t we p r in t  and sell 
tw ice  as m any papers per week as we d id  five  
m onths ago. And no m ore than h a lf o f them , 
rough ly speaking, go to the same people. We 
increased the c irc le  o f ou r l ite ra ry  propaganda 
by a good f i f t y  percent a t one stroke. And 
those who subscribe to the paper, o r buy each 
issue re g u la rly , get the message o f bolshevism  
tw ice  a week instead o f once.

Humdrum Routine Disappearing
These facts  outw eigh a ll o ther considera­

tions. The pub lica tion  of the paper tw ice  a 
week acted as a fo rm  of m echanica l com pul­
sion upon the branches to devise new and 
m ore e ffec tive  means o f d is tr ib u tio n . The old 
h um drum  rou tine  had to g ive w ay before the 
deluge o f papers com ing to the branches tw ice  
as fa s t as before. The system  o f handing out 
the w eekly bundle o rde r a t branch m eetings, 
and perhaps assigning a com rade or tw o to 
cover some ra d ica l m eeting or o ther, broke 
down. In  o rde r to dispose of the papers the 
com rades had to ge t on the s tree t w ith  them . 
They had to b reak in to  new fie lds. T h is , in  
tu rn , resu lted in  the estab lishm ent of new  con­
tacts, and a general in v ig o ra tio n  o f the life  
of the p a rty  branches. We have seen, in  th is  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  of the method of d is tr ib u tin g  
our paper, the beginning of a tra n s fo rm a tio n  
of ou r methods in  general fro m  rou tine  propa­
ganda to mass ag ita tion .

O ur p a rty  and youth m em bers, by and 
la rge , have taken the d is tr ib u tio n  of the tw ice - 
a-week Appeal in  th e ir s tr id e . There is good 
reason to believe they w il l  tack le  the s t i l l  m ore  
d if f ic u lt  p rob lem  o f d is tr ib u tin g  the three-a- 
week Appeal and solve i t  in  action.

I f  the prob lem  o f d is tr ib u tin g  the paper 
th ree  tim es a week looms in the m inds o f some 
com rades as an insuperab le  obstacle, i t  is 
p e rtinen t to ask: How and when are we going 
to d is tribu te  a d a ily  paper? We are by no 
means three-a-week fana tics . We see i t  on ly  
as another tra n s itio n  step on the road to the 
D a ily . T h a t is the d irec tion  in  w hich we m ust 
be po in ting  a ll the tim e . In  a coun try  like  the 
U n ited  States, above a ll o thers, i t  is some­
w ha t rid icu lous  to hope to become a serious 
fa c to r in  the p o lit ic a l life  o f a coun try  w ithou t 
a d a ily  paper. I t  is on ly  when a p a rty  ceases 
m ere ly  to contem plate  events and to com ­
m en t on them  long a fte rw a rd , th rough  the co l­
umns o f a m on th ly  o r w eekly rev iew , and be­
gins to g ive  answers and to pose actions fro m  
day to day, th a t i t  breaks ou t o f its  propaganda 
she ll and becomes a liv in g  p o lit ic a l m ove­
m ent.

W ith the W ill to Move Forward
We m ust asp ire  tow ards a D a ily , and exe rt 

every  possible ounce o f energy to take another 
step in  th is  d irec tion  by the decision o f ou r 
an ti-w a r convention. The p o lit ica l and a g ita ­
tiona l advantages of the three-a-week pub lica ­
tion  do not need to be labored. They are ob­
vious enough on the face of it .  The m o ra l e f­
fe c t o f the twice-,a-week Appeal on our m em ­
bers, on sym path ize rs , on the ra d ica l labo r 
m ovem ent in  general, has a lready  been, enor­
mous. A fu r th e r step fo rw a rd  to a th ree .a- 
week Appeal w il l  operate s im ila r ly , w ith  cum ­
u la tive  force.

A decision by our convention to estab lish a 
three-a-week Appeal—w hich  everybody w il l  
understand is going to be ca rr ie d  out to the 
le tte r, fo r we do no t m ake id le  gestures—w il l  
r in g  h roughou t the progressive labo r m ove­
m ent like  a c la rio n  and ra lly  new  supporters 
to our m ovem ent. I t  w il l  be fe lt  and said on 
every  s ide: These T ro tsky ites  stop a t no ob­
stac le ; they have the de term ined w il l  to  move 
fo rw a rd  and to conquer. And th a t ’s the tru th  
of the m a tte r, too.

Special O ffer!
TWO BO U ND  VOUM ES 

of the

SOCIALIST APPEAL
1937 and 1938

Both fo r only $3.00—in c lu d ­
ing  postage

Th is 25% reduction  holds 
good fo r on ly a few  weeks!

INFORMAL HOUSE
Box 245 Kerhonkson, N . Y .

(N ear E lle n v ille )
120 acres o f Greenland in  the 
C a tsk ills . 40 acres o f p ine  fo r  
su n b a th in g ; handba ll, p in g  pong, 
a rc h e ry ; sw im m in g  and horse­
back r id in g  n e a rb y ; dancing.

U N U S U A L L Y  LO W  R A T E S  
$18 W e e k ly  $6 W eekend

Busses m et a t s ta tio n

T e l. Kerhonkson 118 R

W A N TE D
A n ti-F asc is t Salesmen 

to sell
“ F A T H E R  C O U G H LIN — 

Fasc is t D em agogue”  
pam ph le t

L ib e ra l Com m ission 
See M ille r , Labo r Bookshop, 

116 U n ive rs ity  P lace



P u b lis h e d  tw ic e  a  w e e k  b y  the  
S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  P U B L IS H IN G  ASS'N. 

at 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace. N ew  Y o rk . N. Y. 
Te lephone: A Lg o n q u in  <-6547

S ubscrip tion» : »2.00 per y e a r; »1.00 fo r  s ix  m onths. F o r­
e ig n : »1.00 per yea r, »1.50 f o r  s ix  m onths. B und le  o rders 
2 cents pe r copy in  the  U n ited  S tates ; 3 cents per copy in 
a l l  fo re ig n  countries. S ingle cop ie s : 3 cents:

B ro n x  and M a n h a tta n  sub scrip tion s  a re : $1.60 fo r  s ix  
m o n ths: »8.00 fo r  one year.

"R eentered as second class m a tte r F e b ru a ry  16. 1932, a t 
the post office a t N ew  Y o rk . N .Y .. under the A c t o f M arch 
* , 137»."

E d i t o r :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N

A s s o c ia te  E d i t o r s  : _____
H A R O L D  R O B E R T S  F E L IX  M O R R O W

S ta f f  M e m b e rs  :
E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T  JO S E P H  H A N S E N

B us iness  M a n a r / e r :
S. S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

X. A job and a decent liv ing  for every w orker.

2. Open the idle factories—operate them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

3. A Tw enty-B illion  dollar F ed era l public work«  
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty -th ir ty ! $30-weekly m in im um  w age— 
30-hour w eekly m axim u m  for a ll w orkers on 
all jobs.

5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and d isability  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the Sixty F am ilies .

7. A ll w a r funds to the unemployed.

8. A people’s referendum  on any and a ll w ar«.

9. No secret dip lom acy.

10. An independent Labor P a rty .

11. W orkers’ Defense G uards against v ig ilante  
and Fascist attacks.

Party Convention
The significance of the coming convention of 

the Socialist Workers Party as the only political 
organization that is conducting a consistent and 
systematic drive against the second W orld War 
to divide up the globe again among the imper­
ialist bandits, has been stressed in these pages 
oo previous occasions.

The present issue of the Appeal, containing a 
special supplement devoted to a membership dis­
cussion on party problems, is itself a comment­
ary on another, and perhaps not less important 
aspect o f the convention and of our party itself.

No political party of labor w ill ever lead in 
the establishment o f a workers democracy i f  it 
does not establish party democracy in its own 
ranks.

Party democracy is one of the jealously-main­
tained traditions and practices o f the Socialist 
Workers Party. I f  we have not been, or pre­
tended to be, without a single flaw in this re­
spect, we have been ever on the alert to check 
promptly and to eliminate any abuses. W ithout 
party democracy, we have learned from the b it­

te r  experiences of the international labor move­
ment, a living, fru itfu l working class movement 
is impossible.

Unbreakable unity in action— full freedom of 
discussion inside the party; democratic discus­
sion and decision o f all policies— united execu­
tion o f those policies once adopted. These axioms 
guide the life o f the Socialist Workers Party.

The present pre-convention discussion con­
ducted inside the party and in the pages o f the 
Socialist Appeal give a picture of a democratic 
regime which cannot be found elsewhere. Read­
ers have but to examine the contents of the ar­
ticles printed to understand the organizational 
principles and practices of our movement.

What a contrast to the Socialist party of N or­
man Thomas and Daniel Hoan! Their way of 
dealing with members who differed with the 
party leadership was— speed, bureaucratic ex­
pulsion o f scores o f dissidents.

What an even clearer contrast to the Stalinist 
party! For proposing a discussion during a pre­
convention period, we were expelled for “ T ro t­
skyism.”  Nowadays, expulsion is the least o f the 
punishments meted out by the party hierarchy 
to anybody guilty o f entertaining “ heretical" 
thoughts.

Like the Fourth International as a whole, the 
S.W.P., its American section, stands for the real 
victory o f workers’ democracy. The practice of 
party democracy in its ranks is a guarantee of 
that future.

Chinese Loot
The jingo press, in which the Daily W orker is 

of course included, is sweating bullets in an 
effort to work up a pro-war spirit among the 
.American masses in connection with the Japan­
ese aggressions in Tientsin and elsewhere in 
China.

Once more “ our interests”  are at stake, “ our 
honor”  involved. I t ’s high time, our foaming 
patriots clamor, we sent a few (hundred thous­
and) “ boys”  over the Pacific to clean up the 
Japanese.

They are all liars— literally M UR DERO US 
liars.

Our attitude towards the war of Japan against 
the Chinese people needs no elaborate amplifica­

tion. Despite the dictatorial regime o f Chiang 
Kai-shek and his labor-hating clique; we stand 
unconditionally on the side o f China against im ­
perialist Japan, just as we stand unconditionally 
on the side of any colonial or semi-colonial 
country at grips with its imperialist exploiters.

But we do not distinguish by a hair’s breadth 
the imperialist gangsters of Japan from their ilk 
in Britain or the United States. The latter are 
interested in “ freeing”  China from Japanese in­
vasion so that they may have it fo r their own 
exclusive exploitation.

And in that respect, Japan differs from her 
imperialist rivals only in that she is an amateur, 
a newcomer in comparison. Most of the sweat 
and blood o f the Chinese masses was coined into 
fabulous profits long ago by England and Amer­
ica. Even now, in their cpnfiicts with Japan, they 
are cold-bloodedly defending their “ righ t”  to 
extraterritoriality, their right to special imper­
ialist privileges in China, their right to squeeze 
profit out o f the Chinese people.

Any war, any m ilitary or economic action 
which the capitalist government o f the United 
States takes against Japan (or any other of its 
imperialist rivals) w ill be an imperialist war, 
having nothing at all in common with the de­
fense of China from aggression or w ith the 
struggle for democracy.

Roosevelt, H u ll and Co. are just try ing to 
drag the American masses into a profit-mad war 
against Japan in the interest o f Big Business and 
its lust for a greater share of the loot which is 
China.

Stalin as Scientist
Stalin, the Sun God, the Father of the Peo­

ples, the Builder o f Noah’s A rk  and the Pyra­
mids, is about to deliver another Stroke of 
Genius.

The press reports that he’s going to “ repeal” 
the Mcndelian law, now stigmatized in Moscow 
as “ formal genetics.-’

We hail this bold and long overdue step in 
the advancement o f science. The man who re­
pealed the world revolution should not be fazed 
by the theories and law of Mendel. Lucky for 
Mendel, too, that he's no longer alive, otherwise 
he’d get what’s coming to him.

But i f  we may suggest it, Stalin shouldn’t 
stop there. A  more dangerous and pernicious 
law ought to be repealed too, before it starts 
affecting Stalin’s powerful position.

We refer to Newton’s law of gravity. I f  Stal­
in is as slick a scientist as he has already proved 
himself to be, he ought to wipe out that law too, 
before he falls to earth like Newton’s apple. It 
would only lie giving Newton what he deserves.

Another Blow
The announcement of the National Labor Re­

lations Board that it has revised its rules to per­
m it employers to petition the board for an elec­
tion to determine which of two or more rival 
labor organizations should be certified for col­
lective bargaining is a stiff blow against labor.

The new provision comes at the request of the 
employers and their agents arid is designed for 
no other purpose but to interfere w ith labor s 
right to organize, especially where a plant is not 
yet organized and a union has not had time to 
present to the unorganized employees the full 
benefits that derive from belonging to a union.

The crimes of the employers, who stop at 
nothing in their drive against unionism, have 
long been notorious. In their bitter fight against 
labor, the employers used rifles, tear gas, ma­
chine guns, thugs, intimidation, coercion, spies, 
and even deliberate murder. I t  was against these 
practices o f the employers that labor unions de­
manded their legitimate right to organize.

The National Labor Relations Board was set 
up a few years ago. Its rules do not forbid the 
employer from appealing i f  in his estimation the 
unions engage in “ unfair practices” . It  carried 
no criminal penalties, imposed no fines.

A ll it did was declare that the employers may 
not IN T E R F E R E  with the rights of workers to 
organize.

The new rule o f the Board lets down the bars 
for every crime against lalxir conceivable in the 
grasping and sordid imagination of the most 
brutal thug employer.

W ith all the force of a steam-hammer the new 
rule drives home the truth that when labor re­
laxes its vigilance and begins to trust capitalist 
courts, capitalist lawmakers, and capitalist polit­
ical parties it can expect nothing but a stab in 
the back.

This fresh attack from the reactionary forces 
o f the bosses, who control the New Deal, must 
be answered blow for blow by labor.

Organize Workers Defense Guards to protect 
union men from the violence of the employers!

Organize an IN D E P E N D E N T  LABO R 
P A R T Y  which w ill put into power for the first 
time a government o f the workers and farmers 
that w ill represent their interests, and forever 
end the rule o f the handful o f stockholders who 
govern through a puppet Congress and a Charley 
McCarthy President!

There is no other way to safeguard the rights 
of labor!

Workers Can Choose the Daily Worker's Line of Per­
suading All "Decent Americans" to Pass Resolutions, 
Or the Line the S.W.P. Recommends— Class Struggle Action

B y H A L  D R A P E R
In  its  issue o f June 14, the 

D a ily  W orke r issues a ca ll fo r  
“ a c tio n ”  aga inst the Coughlin- 
ites . C itin g  the shocking case 
o f the Jew ish B a ltim o re  school­
boy who was a ttacked by 40 
kn ife -w ie ld in g  C ough lin -insp ir­
ed school-m ates, i t  runs a fro n t­
page e d ito r ia l under the head, 
“ Stop the  Cancer Before I t  
S p reads!”

The w orke rs , who echo the 
c ry , “ Stop C oughlin n o w !” , are 
the reby  g iven a fu l l  opportun­
i t y  to  exam ine the line  w h ich  
the C om m un is t P a rty  recom ­
m ends fo r  the s trugg le  against 
A m erican  fasc ism . F o r the 
D a ily  W orke r e d ito r ia l (1) cites 
w h a t i t  considers the s ig n ifica n t 
steps taken recen tly  to stop 
C oughlin, and (2) lis ts  in  ca te ­
g o rica l, unevasive fash ion  the 
add itiona l m easures th a t would 
be re q u ired  to  fin ish  o ff th is  
menace.

W hat, in  the eyes o f the 
D a ily  W orker, has been done to 
b lock  the spread of Coughlin- 
ism ? H ere is the pa rag raph :

“ D ecent A m e rica  recognizes 
the  danger. There  has ju s t been 
fo rm ed  the C atho lic  C om m ittee 
to  C om bat A n ti-S em itism . The 
Sons o f I ta ly  have condemned 
race  b ig o try . The General Syn­
od o f the R eform ed C hurch of 
A m e rica  has condemned anti- 
S em itism . O thers are m oving  
to  action .”
A  S U BSTITU TE  
FO R  AC TIO N

N ow  eve ry  w o rke r m ust w e l­
come any sincere expression of
ha tred  and opposition to the 
poisonous spread of an ti-S em it­
ism . He is en titled , however, to 
ra ise  the question: A re  these 
people “ m oving  to ac tion ” , or 
are they passing resolutions as 
a substitu te  fo r action?

The group of C atholics fea ­
tu red  by the D a ily  W orker, fo r 
exam ple, gives the fo llow ing  
prospectus in  its  s ta tem ent: 
“ In  o rde r to oppose the danger­
ous abe rra tion  of an ti-S em itism  
in the fu llness of C hris tian  
ch a rity , we are fo rm in g  th is  
C om m ittee of C atholics to 
F ig h t A n ti-S em itism . . . O ur ap­
proach w ill be positive  and d ig ­
n ified , and there w il l  be no pe r­
sonal a ttacks aga inst any one.”  
A n ti-S em itism  w il l  be fought 
by exp la in ing  the Catholic 
teachings on ra c ia l b ig o try ; so 
fa r  the C om m ittee ’s f ig h t has 
consisted of quoting various 
Popes. T h is  is action ! We m ust 
no t a ttack any one—th a t is, we 
m ust no t a ttack F a th e r Cough­
l i n — says the C om m ittee , fo r 
a fte r a ll, an ti-S em itism  is only 
an abe rra tion , and can be 
w iped out by p ro p e rly  exp la ln-

ing  the m eaning of C h ris tian  
c h a rity .

M ore ac tion ! The R eform ed 
Church passes a reso lu tion : 
“ Even A m e rica  is no t free 
fro m  the b lig h t o f anti-Jew ish 
p re jud ice . Both Jew  and Gen­
ti le  are  responsible fo r  ex is ting  
conditions and both m us t coop­
era te  fo r th e ir  be tte rm ent. 
C hris tians m ust rebuke a ll an­
ti-S e m itism .”  (O ur em phasis.) 
T h a t’s a ll. W hat th is  o rgan iza ­
tion  means by “ ac tion ”  m ay be 
gathered fro m  its  sim ultaneous 
hand ling  of the question o f con­
scientious ob jection ; i t  adopted 
a re p o rt uphold ing the adm is­
s ib il ity  o f re lig ious  ob jection to 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  w a r bu t re ­
jected a sentence im m e d ia te ly  

fo llow ing  p rom is ing  to “ support 
and p ro te c t h im  and his r ig h ts  
in  the event o f his ta k in g  such 
a s tand .”

The Sons o f I ta ly  condemn 
“ race b ig o try ” . I t  is perhaps 
enough to po in t ou t th a t th is  o r­
ganization was a vehem ent 
p ropagand ist in  A m erica  fo r 
the jus tice  of M usso lin i’s w ar 
on E th iop ia  and w ent so fa r  as 
to vote a revenge boycott on 
B r it is h  goods a t th a t tim e . 
W H IC H  L IN E  W IL L  
STOP C O U G H LIN ?

I t  is th is  spurious “ s tru g g le ”  
aga inst an ti-S em itism  th a t the 
C om m unist P a rty  puts before 
the w orkers  as good co in ! Now 
com pare the C .P .’s a ttitude  
tow ard  re a l action.

50,000 w orkers  o f New Y o rk  
C ity  staged a counter-dem on­
s tra tio n  outside the m eeting  of 
the Nazi Bund, C oughlin ’s a l­
lies, in  M adison Square G a r­
den. A t th is  la te  date, F a the r 
E a r l B row de r finds th a t he has 
to re tu rn  to th is  sub ject in  his 
la tes t pam ph le t on “ The 1940 
E lec tions ” , answ ering an ob­
scure Congressman who c red ­
ited  the C.P. w ith  the action :

“ There is no doubt th a t the 
Nazis were ve ry  happy about 
the T ro tsky ite  d isorders outside 
th e ir m eeting, and there is l i t ­
tle  doubt th a t the whole th ing  
was, by m u tu a l agreem ent, a 
m ere d iv is ion  of la b o r.”  No 
doubt, m a rk  you, ju s t as the 
“ d iso rders”  in  H a rla n  County 
are a m ere d iv is ion  of labor 
between John L . Lew is  and the 
m ine owners to em barrass the 
governm ent. B u t the C .P., con­
tinues B row de r p roud ly , 
“ ca lled  upon the w orke rs  to 
boyco tt the m eeting, to s tay en­
t ire ly  aw ay fro m  i t ,  once the 
au tho rities  had authorized i t  
and g iven i t  po lice p ro tec tion .”

Two lin e s ! The line  o f the 
w orkers  who m oved to action 
aga inst the N azi B und—or the 
C om m unist P a r ty ’s line  of hav­

ing  a ll "d ecen t A m ericans”  
pass reso lu tions : w h ich  w ill 
stop Coughlin now?

The D a ily  W orker e d ito ria l 
ca lls  fo r  some m ore a c tio n :’ 
“ The D epartm ent o f Justice of 
the U.S. m us t seize the c r im in ­
als g u ilty  o f an ti-S em itic  in c ite ­
m ent. The F e d e r a l  laws 
aga inst an ti-dem ocra tic  in c ite ­
m ent, the B il l  o f R igh ts  o f the 
C onstitu tion, m ake such action 
possible and necessary.”

M r. B ro w d e r! Some ques­
tions fro m  a w o rke r!

—O .K ., so you ask the G-men 
to ju g  Coughlin. B u t Coughlin 's 
been going on fo r  some tim e  
and M u rp h y  hasn’t  gotten 
around to h im . W hile  you ’re 
w r it in g  ed ito ria ls , “ the cancer 
spreads” . W hat should we do 
NOW?

—W hy don’t  you ask your 
fr ie n d  LaG ua rd ia  to use his po­
lice  to “ seize”  the Coughlin ites 
who are shouting an ti-S em itic  
and fasc is t slogans on the 
streets of N ew  Y o rk?  How 
about some mass p ro test 
aga inst the pro tection  his police 
are g iv ing  the an ti-S em itic  
scum?

—Y our e d ito ria l doesn’t  m en­
tion  a w ord about w ha t the 
w o rk ing  class should do. W e’re 
no t only decent A m ericans bu t 
decent trade  unionists. How 
can our trade unions ge t in to  
the f ig h t to smash C oughlin— 
a fte r w e ’ve fin ished  passing a 
reso lu tion and w r it in g  le tte rs  to 
W ashington?
W ORKERS, NOT COPS,
W IL L  B E A T  FASCISTS

—Do you mean we ought to 
depend 100% on the D epa rt­
m ent of Justice to take  care of 
the C oughlin ites fo r us? In  the 
unions we take care of scabs 
ourselves. When the govern­
m ent steps in. i t ’s usua lly  to 
p ro tec t the scabs. W ho’s the 
N a tiona l G uard shooting a t in  
H a rlan  County?

—W ill we have to w a it as 
long fo r Roosevelt to  act 
aga inst the anti-Sem ites as 
w e ’ve w a ited  fo r h im  to act 
aga inst the negro-lynchers?

—I f  the trade unions fo rm ed 
W orkers Defense G uards to 
“ educate”  C oughlin ’s anti-Sem ­
it ic  r i f f - r a f f  the w ay  we do 
o ther scabs, w ould th a t be “ an­
tid e m o c ra tic  in c ite m e n t”  too?

Yes. M r. B row der—
I T ’S T H E  T R A D E  U NIO N S 

T H A T  CAN SMASH COUGH­
L IN  NOW !

I T ’S T H E  W O RKERS T H A T  
CAN SMASH T H E  C O U G H LIN - 
IT E  M E N A C E  W IT H  W O RK­
ERS D E F E N S E  G U ARD S!

Go ahead and pass a reso lu­
tion  to th a t e ffect.

Kremlin Kultur—Annotations to 
A  Clipping From a Newspaper

(Continued from  Page 5)

Literature
“ The Soviet U nion is pu rg ing  its  w rite rs  

The ta lle s t reputations to fa l l  so fa r  have been 
those of V. K irshon  and A. A finogenov, the 
two best-known p la yw rig h ts  in  the Soviet 
U nion. . . They are on ly two o f m any. The 
c u rre n t purge . . . has tu rned up a nest of 
‘enemies of the people’ in nea rly  every news­
paper. m agazine, and pub lish ing  house. . . U n ­
t i l  the new ‘p a rty  lin e ’ becomes c lear, i t  would 
be a foo lhardy Soviet w r ite r  who w ould ad­
vance a new idea. One of them , asked recen tly  
w hy he had w ritte n  so lit t le  recen tly , quoted 
an old Jew ish p rove rb : ‘W hile a pogrom  is  go­
ing  on, don ’t  rush out on the s tre e t.’ ” —N. Y . 
H e ra ld -T ribune , M ay 11, 1937.

Music
“ D im itr i  S hostakov ich  o ff ic ia lly  w ent in to 

eclipse today as the Soviet U n ion ’s fa vo rite  
liv in g  composer. . . P ravda  branded his m usic 
as ‘unSoviet, unwholesome, cheap, eccentric , 
tuneless and L e ft is t ’ and pleaded fo r  m usic 
w ith  a tune to i t  th a t one could w h istle  on the 
w ay home. . . H is  ba lle t, L im p id  S tream , was 
rem oved fro m  the re p e rto ry  of the Bolshoi 
Theatre . H is opera, Lady M acbeth o f Mensk, 
was cancelled on the eve of its  opening in  a 
theatre  th a t had been rehears ing  i t  fo r 
m o n th s ."—N. Y . T im es, Feb. 14, 1936.

“ Joseph S ta lin  . . . yesterday attended the 
revised version of G lin k a ’s n ineteenth cen tu ry  
p a tr io tic  opera, Susanin. . . The o rig in a l v e r­
sion, en titled , A L ife  fo r the Czar, g lo rif ie d  
Czarism . . . The revised version re ta ins  the 
fam ous fin a le  m usic bu t changes the words 
fro m  'G lo ry , g lo ry  to the C z a r!’ to  ‘G lo ry , 
g lo ry  to the fa th e r la n d !’ . . . M r. S ta lin  repea t­
edly applauded his ap p ro va l.” —N. Y . T im es, 
A p r il 4, 1939.

Philosophy
“ Professor Shatkin, who said in  a lec ture  at 

the Moscow Pow er In s titu te  th a t A ris to tle  had 
la id  down the fundam enta l p rinc ip les  of Men- 
shevism  and th a t P la to  was the fa th e r o f fas­
cism . has been s u m m a rily  rem oved. . . Th is 
action was fo llowed by a fu l l  fa c u lty  m eeting 
a t w hich both the C om m unist P a rty  and the 
Young C om m unist o rgan iza tion  were rep re ­
sented, as w e ll as the a d m in is tra tio n  o f the 
C om m issa ria t of H eavy In d u s try . . . ” —N. Y . 
T im es, Oct. 22, 1938.

T heatre
“ Vsevolod E . M eyerho ld , head of the fam ous 

theatre  bearing his name and long revered by 
L e ft is t d ra m a tic  groups abroad as a prophet 
of the revo lu tiona ry  theatre , has rece ived a 
te r r if ic ,  d rubb ing  fro m  P la ton  K erzhentse ff, 
cha irm an  of the a rts  com m ittee  of the Coun­
c il o f People ’s C om m issars. . . M eye rho ld ’s 
f irs t  p lay  in  1920, a fte r he organized his new 
theatre, M r. K erzhen tse ff says, had a Menshe­
v is t tra ito r  fo r a hero and the second was dedi­
cated to Leon T ro ts k y .” —N. Y . T im es, Dec. 
18, 1937.

“ The long-expected axe fe ll today on V. E . 
M eyerhold. . . . The a rts  com m ittee  o f the 
Council o f P eople ’s Com m issars ordered his 
theatre  dissolved and m em bers of his acting 
com pany trans fe rred  to o ther theatres. . . . 
The arts com m ittee  charged . . . the M eye r­
hold Thea tre  th roughou t its  existence was un­
able to free its e lf fro m  the u tte r ly  bourgeois, 
fo rm a lis t ic  positions a lien to Soviet a rt, had 
d is to rted  the classics fo r the sake of L e ft is t 
tr ic ks , and fo rm a lis t ic  stunts, and had fa iled  
in the production of Soviet p lays, such few  as 
i t  had produced being sa tura ted  w ith  am b igu­
ity , even dow nrigh t and anti-Soviet sneers.” -— 
N. Y . T im es, Jan. 8, 1938.

Et Cetera: Anthropology, Archae­
ology, Buddhist Lore, Ethnography 
and Soil Culture

“ The d irec to ra te  o f the A ll-U n ion  Academ y 
of Science has recom m ended the im m ed ia te  
expulsion in d isgrace of N iko la i B u kha rin . . . . 
The grounds g iven were th a t B ukha rin  p re ­
sided over the m ost dangerous counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  nest w ith in  the academ y. A ccord ing  
to the repo rt of the perm anent secre ta ry , N . P. 
Gorbunov, who presented the expuls ion reso­
lu tion , m any departm ents of the academy 
were ridd led  w ith  coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  ten ­
dencies w h ich  d isrup ted the w ork  of the scien­
t if ic  ins titu tions . . . . M r. G orbunov’s re p o rt 
sp e c ifica lly  condemned the P u lkavo  Observa­
to ry  . . . the Soil In s titu te , L ite ra tu re  In s t i­
tu te, Law  In s titu te , the In s titu te  o f B uddh is t 
Lore , w h ich  was accused o f pub lish ing  an 
organ of the B uddh is t la m iis t  re lig ion , and the 
Ins titu tes  o f A rchaeology, A n thropo logy and 
E thnography. . . .  He a ttacked G erm any fo r  
expe lling  her best sc ientists and fa ls ify in g  
science. . . .” —N. Y . T im es, M ay 21, 1937.

By Max Shachtman
Of the type of “ open le tte r ”  ca lcu la ted  to pu t 

its  re c ip ie n t on the spot, few  we know  o f are as 
p ro found ly  im p o rta n t as the one N orm an Thom as 
addressed la s t week to F a th e r Coughlin.

Polite . . . But Firm
Its  lo ftiness o f purpose is m atched on ly  by the 

s p ir it  o f to lerance a n im a tin g  it. I t  is  po lite , yet 
f i rm  in  its  resolve to seek out and f in d  the ve ry  
essence of T ru th . Just read a few  o f the sentences:

To lerance: "W e who believe in  dem ocracy and 
c iv il  l ib e r ty "  do not contest the D e tro it fa s c is t’s 
r ig h t to p ro c la im  his views.

A la rm : “ W hat troub les us is th a t so m any of 
your professed fo llow ers  are leaders in  denying or 
try in g  to deny these r ig h ts  to o the rs .”

R egre t: “ These th ings are bad enough in  th e m ­
selves. They are worse in  the l ig h t o f th e ir  p a ra l­
le l to the rise  of to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rs  in  E u ro p e .”

Politeness: " I  do no t hold you responsible fo r 
a ll the m erchants of Social Justice m ay do o r fo r 
the young hoodlum s who m ay a ttach  them selves to 
your case.”

F irm ness : “ I  do hold you responsible, however, 
i f  when the m a tte r is b rough t to you r a tten tion  you 
use you r in fluence to defend th is  in te rfe rence  w ith  
A m e ric a ’s dem ocra tic  p ractices o r by silence con­
done i t . ”

Punch lin e : “ Y ou r nam e and fam e m ake th is  a 
m a tte r of such im portance  th a t I  am  re leasing th is  
le tte r to the press in  the fu l l  assurance th a t your 
re p ly  w il l  rece ive equal o r g rea te r p u b lic ity . L e t ’s 
know where we s ta n d !”

W ith  th is  docum ent Thom as takes his place by 
the side of such outstand ing  con tem porary  open- 
le tte r-w rite rs  as B ruce B liven , ed ito r o f the New 
R epublic and author of fam ous unanswered epis­
tles to A1 S m ith , W illia m  R. H ears t, Roosevelt. 
H it le r  and S ta lin  (also, i t  is sa id, he is now con­
te m p la tin g  addressing the A lm ig h ty  H im s e lf) , and 
Is ra e l A m te r, lo c a l-S ta lin is t leader, whose open 
le tte r m e m o ria liz in g  the la te  Pope P ius is reported 
to have been the f in a l s tra w  th a t broke the fa ilin g  
p re la te ’s back.

Now every  fa ir-m in d e d  person w il l  agree th a t 
Coughlin, i f  he ’s h a lf the m an he ought to  be, is 
duty-bound to answer Thom as’s le tte r, and f in a lly  
show where he stands. There has been a ltogether 
too m uch unce rta in ty  about the v iew s and a im s 
o f the D e tro it p r ie s t and i t  is h igh tim e  the pub lic  
at la rge  was p u t s tra ig h t about them .

Thom as, fo r  exam ple, comes r ig h t out w ith  an 
assurance th a t he favo rs  c iv il  lib e rtie s  fo r  Cough­
lin . T h a t’s fa ir  and square. The least C oughlin can 
do, i f  he ’s going to be decent about it ,  is  to g ive a 
personal assurance th a t he favo rs  c iv il  libe rtie s  
fo r Thom as and a ll o ther dem ocrats. T h a t alone 
would im m e d ia te ly  g ive a m ore gen tlem an ly  and 
scho la rly  tone to the d isagreem ents between the 
fascis ts  and the an ti-fasc is ts . I t  w ould m ake it  
possible to discuss d ive rgen t opinions c a lm ly , over 
a dish of tea and an a fte r-d inne r Cubeb—rem oved 
fro m  the h u r ly -b u r ly  and above a ll the deplorable 
rancor h ithe rto  a ttendan t upon such discussions in 
the streets. Best of a ll, a t im e ly  dec la ra tion  by 
Coughlin in  opposition to to ta lita r ia n is m  and v io ­
lence would a u to m a tica lly  ac t as a re s tra in t upon 
his m ore you th fu l and a rden t adepts who, in  th e ir 
m istaken zeal, som etim es ac t like  fascists.

A Way to End Fascist Menace
I f  C oughlin w ould  on ly  take  Thom as’s le tte r in 

the s p ir it  o f humaneness and to lerance th a t con­
ceived it ,  the whole annoying prob lem  w ould  be 
resolved. We could a ll b reathe a b ig  sigh o f re lie f, 
because th a t w ould s im p ly  m ean the end o f the 
fasc is t menace to A m erican  labor. T h a t is, i f  
Thom as also sent a le tte r like  th a t to P e lley , Roy 
Z achary . Deatherage, and M oseley.

I f ,  on the other hand. C oughlin doesn't answer 
the le tte r, or answers evas ive ly , the re  are a lo t 
o f people who w il l  begin to ge t the im pression  th a t 
he ’s no t as sound a dem ocra t and C hris tian  as he 
m ig h t be. Thom as him self-—and he’s obviously not 
the m an to believe re a d ily  th a t any one is re a lly  
bad a t h e a rt—w ill  feel th a t h is e ffo rts  to redeem 
the fa ir  nam e o f the Coughlin m ovem ent w ere, to 
pu t i t  v u lg a rly , a flopperoo. S till others m ay even 
be led to believe th a t C oughlin ju s t doesn’t  believe 
in dem ocracy and is a c tu a lly  f l i r t in g  w ith  to ta li ta r ­
ian ideas.

Yet, upon re flec tion , we w ould see no grounds 
fo r d iscouragem ent in  such an outcom e. We would 
set i t  down to one of those a ll-too-hum an abe rra ­
tions to w hich a ll m o rta ls  are sub ject, and we 
w ou ldn ’t  re len t fo r a m om ent—th a t is, i f  we were 
Thom as. He shouldn ’t stop w ith  one open le tte r. 
He ought to keep ham m ering  a t C oughlin—not too 
v igo rous ly , to be sure—u n til the p rie s t softens up. 
As a next step, he m ig h t send h im  one o f h is la te s t 
pam ph le ts ; o r photosta tic  copies o f the D ec la ra tion  
o f Independence and the B i l l  o f R igh ts . They 
cou ldn ’t  help m ak ing  a deep im pression  on the 
G entlem an fro m  D e tro it. O r he m ig h t in troduce 
the hom ely touch, ju s t to  show th a t he bears h im  
•no i l l  w il l  pe rsona lly , and send h im  a ja r  o f hom e­
made apple bu tte r o r a box o f cookies. O r Inv ite  
h im  up to the house some evening fo r a bow l of 
borscht.

We don’t  sw ear th a t th is  w il l  w ork, but w ha t can 
you lose by try in g ?  N oth ing, i t  seems to  us. And 
i f  i t  does w ork , ju s t th in k  o f the v is tas o f progress 
and peace fo r  h u m a n ity  opened up to us by the 
outcome o f s im ila r  le tte rs  fro m  N orm an  Thom as to 
H it le r, M usso lin i and o ther e rr in g  souls.

C olum nists Joseph Alsop and R obert K in tn e r 
say: A tto rney  G eneral M u rphy  has ca rr ie d  ou t an 
in te llig e n t and much-needed reorgan iza tion  o f the 
jus tice  departm ent. He has launched a cam paign 
to d rive  the w o rs t of the num erous shabby p o lit ica l 
judges fro m  the bench.

•  •  •
B U L L -E T IN : The board of d irec to rs  of the Na. 

tiona l M anu fac tu re rs  declares “ its  una lte rab le  op, 
pos ition ”  to w a r and pledges the organ iza tion  to 
make “ every  e ffo rt to m a in ta in  peace."

•  •  •
Japan does not ob ject to the open door p rin c ip le  

but believes th a t the U n ited  States and G rea t 
B r ita in  should set an exam ple by app ly ing  it  
th roughou t the w o rld  before they dem and its  ap, 
p lica tio n  in  the F a r E ast, a fo re ign  o ffice  spokes­
m an declares. G ad! bu t these gangsters can spot 
each o th e r’s weaknesses!

Stopping the Cancer of Fascism -  
By CP.’s Methods, or By Ours?


