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In  an editorial in the January 2, 1939, issue o f Social 
Justice Father Coughlin attacked a proposal that the Red 
Cross ship wheat fo r distribution to starving victims of 
the civil war in Spain, both Loyalists and Fascists.

He gave as his reason that since there was greater need 
in the territory then held by the Loyalists, most o f the 
wheat would go to feed starving Loyalists.

When five hundred thousand refugees began pouring 
into France, fleeing from the advance of fascist warlord 
Franco after being betrayed by Loyalist army leaders who 
had been put into power and supported by Stalin’s Com
munist Party and the Social Democrats, Coughlin cynically 
declared:

” TTie hordes c la m o rin g  fo r  escape a t the border are  no t 
Spaniards. Thousands upon thousands are R ussian reds .”  
(Social Justice , F e b ru a ry  13, 1939.)

Coughlin approved (Hitler’s seizure o f Austria.
Coughlin approved H itle r’s seizure o f the Sudetenland. 
Coughlin approved H itle r’s seizure o f Czechoslovakia. 
Coughlin approved H itle r ’s seizure o f Memel.
Coughlin approves H itle r’s bristling war threats.
In  his broadcast o f March 24, 1935, Coughlin declared: 

"Today the outposts o f Germany are the frontiers o f our 
civilisation.”

When the work week was lengthened arbitrarily by 
decree in France, Father Coughlin hailed the act.

In  the Far East Coughlin supports Japan and describes 
this m ilitaristic dictatorship where all civil liberties have 
been suppressed in blood for years, as “ the sole barrier 
against the menace o f communism in the Far East.”  The 
"victory o f China,’’ he assures the reader, would mean 
victory fo r communism in China.”  (Social Justice, De
cember 19, 1938. See also the issues of December 26, 1938 
and March 6, 1939.)

When Mussolini invaded Ethiopia (a Christian nation 
incidentally) Coughlin broadcast a speech attacking the 
Ethiopians and justify ing  Mussolini’s criminal war. (A  
Series o f Lectures on Social Justice, A pril 1936, by Rev. 
Charles E. Coughlin, pp. 17-19.)

Coughlin applauded Mussolini’s seizure o f Albania, 
calling it a “ rescue,”  fo r the “ benefit”  of its m illion in
habitants.

Why is Father Coughlin so enthusiastic about the fo r
eign fascist s f

Let it be understood once and for all, that Father 
Coughlin is not an agent of the European dictators. Far 
from it. He is their disciple and admirer. But on the day 
that war breaks out between the United States and any one 
o f these nations which Coughlin now lauds, he w ill turn 
against that nation as savagely as a cannibal on his age'd 
grandfather.

What Coughlin desires is that the methods and the 
ideology o f these fascist plunderers sink deeply into the 
minds o f his followers.

Coughlin wants to organize a state similar to the Nazi 
and the fascist— a corporate state, and tjie R E A L masters 
o f that corporate state, the masters to whom he swears 
devotion and whose interests he represents, are America’s 
parasitic S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S .
The Fascists Hail Coughlin

When the Socialist Workers Party led 50,000 demon
strate« in protest against the February 20 meeting o f the 
German-American Bund in Madison Square Garden, the 
18,000 members o f the Bund, meeting under protection of 
the biggest concentration of police in New York history, 
were heiling Fuehrer F ritz  Kuhn, Fuehrer H itler, and 
II Duce Mussolini. But the biggest ovation of the evening, 
next only to that accorded La Guardia’s police, was the 
ovation given Father Coughlin.

Significant that the Gertnan-American Bund followers 
o f H itle r should be so enthusiastic over Coughlin!

An Associated Press dispatch from Rome on January 
17, 1939, stated that the radio priest “ received fascist 
praise and thanks today from the Regime Fascista, the 
newspaper that has led attacks on the Vatican in the dis
pute over the Italian anti-Semitic measures.”

In  a Berlin dispatch dated November 27, 1938, Otto D. 
Tolischus reports in the New York Times:

“ The G erm an hero in  A m e rica  fo r  the m om ent is the 
Rev. C harles E . Coughlin because of his rad io  speech 
representing  N ationa l-S ocia lism  (N azism ) as a defensive 
fro n t aga inst B o lshev ism ."

The acknowledged advocates of fascism in America are 
not less enthusiastic.
-  George E. Deatherage, leader of the Knights of the 
White: Camellia, who insists that fascism as a movement 
began in America with the Ku K lux Klan long before 't 
was copied by the Nazis, declares:

“ He is not tne leader we are looking  fo r , bu t A m erica  
has produced no g rea te r vo ice: and wheu the tim e  fo r  the 
showdown comes, F a th e r C oughlin w il l  have behind h im  
and us, ten m illio n  m obilized fo llo w e rs .”  (Saturday E ve 
ning Post, M ay 27, 1939.)

W illiam  Dudley Pelley, Fuehrer of the Silver Shirts, 
another mysteriously financed “ Christian”  who openly 
proclaims his desire to Hitlerize the United States, de
clared in the November 14, 1938, issue o f his magazine, 
Liberation :

“ Th is  past week the aggressive F a th e r Coughlin went 
on the a ir  over a New Y o rk  rad io  s ta tion  and de live red  
w hat amounted to the p rize  S ilve r S h ir t speech o f the 
y e a r."

It is not-difficult to understand the brotherly love between 
the openly acknowledged fascists and the “ radio priest”  
Who has risen so rapidly from obscurity.
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A dm in istration  Bill W recking
W . P. A .  Jammed Through House
Fascists Attack 
Labor Meeting

Transport Workers Attending Outdoor Ratly 
Repulse Fascists in Street Battle— Thugs 
Hurl Bottles at Speakers

Our Own Kind of Defense

A Lesson 
t o the 
Fascists— 
And Labor

.A N  E D IT O R IA L

The first street battle between organized labor and the 
Coughlin fascist gangs in New York City took place Friday 
night, June 16, at 138 Street and W illis  Avenue in the Bronx 
when 5,000 workers, most o f them members o f the Trans
port Workers Union, hurled back a fascist attempt to break 
up an orderly workers’ meeting. The outdoor rally) called by

the South Bronx Section of 
the American Labor Party, 
had received the endorsement 
o f Michael Quill, president o f 
the Transport Workers 
Union.

A cting  on the in it ia t iv e  of 
Q u ill, a la rge  contingent o f 
w orkers tu rned ou t fo r  the ra l
ly . B y  e igh t o ’clock in the eve
ning, the tim e  set fo r the m eet
ing, the corner of 138th S treet 
and W illis  Avenue was occu
pied by over 1,000 o f the tra n s 
p o rt w orkers.

W hile the w o rke rs ’ m eeting 
was in progress, the C h ris tian  
F ro n t, a fasc is t gang, held two 
sm a ll m eetings o f its  own down 
the stree t. The C hris tian  F ro n t 
is com m only regarded as the 
s trong-a rm  section o f the 
Coughlin m ovem ent.

UUable to a ttra c t num bers to 
its  m eeting, the fascists in 
structed  th e ir fo llow ers  to d is 
band and m arch  on the w o rk 
e rs ’ ra lly . A rr iv in g  a t the m eet
ing, the fascists took up posi
tions across the stree t, heck ling  
Q u ill, who was on the p la tfo rm . 
B y  th is  tim e  the m eeting  had 
swelled to 5,000 w orkers.

In  answer to the fasc is t p ro v 
ocation, Q u ill denounced the 
Coughlin ites as scabs and ac
cused them  of acting  as an o r
ganized body to sm ash the 
T ra n sp o rt W orkers U nion. Des
perate a t the success of the 
w o rke rs ’ ra lly , the C oughlin
ites s ta rted  to th row  bottles at 
Q u ill. One o f the bottles h it  a 
wom an in  the audience, fe llin g  
her. Aroused by the fa sc is t a t
tack, groups of w orkers surged 
tow ard  the Coughlin ite hoo li
gans. The police, who had been 
p a tro llin g  the m eeting, were 
unable to in tervene, the s itua 
tion  hav ing  by th a t tim e  been 
pu t under contro l by the w o rk 
ers, who dispersed the fascis t 
provocateurs.

O rder thus restored, the 
m eeting continued u n til eleven 
o ’clock. Several fasc is t strong- 
a rm  men who a ttem pted to 
p ick o ff w orkers on th e ir  way 
home fro m  the ra lly  were ab ly 
handled by a le rt T .W .U . m em 
bers.

New Y ork ’s subway work
ers— members of the Trans
port Workers Union —  have 
just given an instructive les
son to the Coughlinite fas
cists and . . .  to the labor 
movement at large.

The fascist hoodlums who 
have been concentrating in 
the South Bronx section of 
New York were given a tell
ing lesson in the sweeping 
power o f the working class 
when it is organised, militant, 
determined.

When the Coughlinites 
sought to disrupt and break 
up the meeting called by the 
local branch o f the American 
Labor Party, addressed by the 
leader o f the Transport 
Workers Union, Michael 
Quill—

When they sought, by prov
ocations and violence, to 
drive lalxjr off the streets, to 
deprive a labor organization 
o f its right to free speech—

l ’he thousands o f transport 
workers, and their brothers in 
other trades and industries 
who gathered about the plat
form, gave them a lesson that 
they needed badly and they 
will not soon forget.

That was Lesson No. 1. 
But there is also a lesson 

tor the labor movement in 
general.

The assembled Transport 
Workers, who have already 
given more than one example 
o f their spirit o f labor soli
darity, did not Cringe, or 
crawl, or beg or petition.

They defended their lead
ers: they defended their plat
form ; they defended their 
meeting; they defended their 
hard-won rights.

And they did it themselves.
The thousands o f workers 

around the platform were a 
D EFEN SE G UARD against 
the fascist gangsters.

A  Defense Guard was need
ed for that meeting. I t  was 
there. It W O R KED .

I t  is needed nowadays ev
erywhere. Union men, organ
ize your G U AR D  o f defense 
against FASCISM .;

Roll Call 
Shows A ll 
Factions 
For Slash

Woodburn Bill Puts 
Relief Methods Back 
To Days of Hoover

M artin’s 
"Strike"  
Folds Up

Claim that He Repre
sents Majority Shown 
To Be a Fake

PRE-WAR CRISIS 
SHIFTS TO FAR 
EASTERN SCENE

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l) 
F L IN T , M ich .— M a r tin ’s Gen

e ra l M otors “ s tr ik e "  has 
proved a com plete dud.

P roduction  has rem ained un
im pa ired  in C hevrolet, in  F ish 
er Body and in  the G. M . foun
d ry  a t Saginaw. No m ore men 
are absent fro m  th e ir  jobs than 
the usual num ber accounted 
fo r by illness or o ther reasons.

(Continned on Page 2)

The la test acts In the s w iftly -  
un fo ld ing  p re -w ar c ris is  were 
being p layed th is  week in  tw o 
settings — in  T ien ts in  and in  
Moscow. In  the w ings sa t H it
le r, w a itin g  his tu rn  to come 
on, and the scene-changers 
were ready to b rin g  S lovakia  
and the Polish border in to  the 
center of the stage fo r  the next 
episode.

In  T ien ts in  the Japanese h i
jacke rs  held a gun in  the ribs  
of the B r itis h  racketeers. The 
Japanese blockade o f the 
F rench and B r it is h  concessions 
a t T ien ts in  and the in te rn a tio n 
al area a t A m oy continued, 
g row ing  bo lder and m ore r ig id  

(Continued on Page 2)

N .M .U . in
Crisis at 
Strike End

Leadership Doomed 
Tanker Strike by 
"Hot Oil" Policy

The c ris is  th a t has been ra v 
aging the N a tiona l M a r it im e  
U nion under the leadersh ip  of 
a S ta lin is t w reck ing  crew  head
ed by Joe C urran , came to a 
head w ith  the o ff ic ia l te rm in a 
tion  of the tanke r s tr ike  at 
m id n ig h t, June 13. The s tr ike  
begun on A p r i l  17 as a resu lt 
o f rank  and f ile  pressure fo r 
m ilita n t action, was suffocated 
in a flood of “ ho t o i l ”  w hich 

(Continued on Page 3)

W ho Is Responsible for the W .P .A . Cuts?
The 850,000 W .P.A. workers who have already been fired  

since November, the 500,000 others who are slated to be dropped 
to bring down the rolls to the two million lim it provided by the 
Roosevelt-Woodrum Starvation B ill just adopted by the House 
of Representatives, the 500,000 or more others who are to be 
fired arb itrarily  because they have been on the W .P.A. rolls for 
eighteen months — all these, and the millions of unemployed 
workers who bitterly need W .P.A . jobs must ask themselves: 
WHO IS R ESPO NSIBLE FOR T H E  SLASHING O F T H E  W .P.A. 
ROLLS?

You can’t fight back unless you know where the blows are 
coming from. You -can’t save your jobs, or win them back, or 
get jobs, unless you know who is leading the forces of reaction 
against you. You can’t  lick the enemy, unless you know where 
he is.

I t ’s not your fault if you haven’t a clear idea of who the ene
my is. The daily press, the radio, a ll kinds of demagogues and 
fakers are deliberately trying to confuse you, so that you won’t 
be able to fight back. But either you get clear on who you are 
going to have to fight if you are to save yourselves from  starva
tion, or you go down into the breadlines and the garbage dumps.

Here are the facts:
The slashing of the W .P.A. rolls was initiated and engineered 

by none other than P R E S ID E N T  R O OSEVELT H IM S E L F . He 
did it in his relief budget message to Congress on A pril 27, 1939. 
In  that message he fixed the amount to be expended for W .P.A. 
during the year beginning July 1 at $1,477,909,609—more than a 
one-third slash from the previous year’s figure of $2,250,090,909.

And the amount designated by Roosevelt is the amount now 
fixed by the Roosevelt-Woodrum Starvation B ill, an amount 
which simply wrecks the W .P.A ., reducing the rolls to 1,350,000 
less jobs than in November.

There are plenty of other things wrong with this W .P.A.- 
wrecking bill. But the most im portant thing wrong with It is the 
amount it provides for jobs. And for that Roosevelt is respon
sible, for H E  N A M E D  TH A T  F IG U R E .

That means that you can’t even begin to fight for jobs, you 
can’t begin to fight against the W .P.A. cuts, unless you are 
ready to C E N T E R  YO U R  F IR E  ON R O O SEVELT. The “ Repub
lican Tories” and “ Garner Democrats” , the whole reactionary 
caboodle in Washington, are already hated and distrusted by the 
workers, employed and unemployed. These reactionaries could 
never get away w ith putting over these cuts—if they didn’t have 
Roosevelt to lead them in the cutting drive.

To denounce the “ Tory Republicans” and “ Garner Demo
crats” is not enough. I t  is not enough to run picket lines against 
Republican headquarters. When the W .P.A . workers lim it them 
selves to such actions, the reactionaries laugh up their sleeves, 
for they know that SUCH ACTIONS W ON’T  STOP T H E  C U T
T IN G  D R IV E .

Picket lines around Congress, picket lines around the White 
House, unemployed demonstrations everywhere with banners 
and slogans aimed against Roosevelt’s W .P.A. cuts—that’s the 
road, the only road, to a successful fight for W .P.A. jobs. A il 
other proposals are eyewash, serving to conceal from  the masses 
that a t the head of the relief slashers stands President Roose
velt.

The Roosevelt - Woodruni 
W.P.A.-wrecking B ill was 
passed by the House o f Rep
resentatives after midnight 
Friday, less than 48 hours a f
ter it was brought in. Speak
er Bankhead and New Deal 
M a jo rity  Leader Rayburn 
joined with Woodrum, chair
man o f the appropriations 
sub-committee which drafted 
the bill, in jamming it through 
in record time.

The extraordinary size of 
the m ajority for the measure, 
which has been accurately de
scribed as putting relief meth
ods back to the days of Hoover, 
means that not only did Roose
velt Administration leaders 
back the bill but they also used 
their control of patronage to 
prevent a sizeable bloc of Con
gressmen from recording them
selves against the bill.

Roosevelt N am ed F ig u re
The m ost im p o rta n t p ro v i

sion in  the b ill,  th a t nam ing  the 
am ount to be expended fo r  
W .P .A ., was the fig u re  of 
$1,477,000,000 nam ed by P res i
dent Roosevelt in  h is re lie f 
message to Congress o f A p r il 
27. N ot even the m ost reac tion 
a ry  Congressman found any 
q u a rre l w ith  the p res iden t’s 
fig u re , fo r  i t  represented a 
slash o f over one-th ird  fro m  the 
$2,250,000,000 expended f o r  
W .P .A . d u ring  the p revious 
fis ca l year.

U nder the Roosevelt-W ood
ru m  B il l,  W .P .A . ro lls  w il l  
average 2,000,000 d u rin g  the 
fisca l year w h ich  begins J u ly  
1. In  line  w ith  the  recom m en
dations Roosevelt had sent to 
Congress, W .P .A . a d m in is tra 
tion  o ffic ia ls  have been slash
ing  the job  ro lls , fro m  the 
3,350,000 who were em ployed in  
N ovem ber, 1938—on the eve of 
the e lection—to the present 
2,500,000, a drop o f 850,000 jobs. 
A n  add itiona l 500,000 w ould be 
fire d  under the Roosevelt- 
W oodrum  B ill.

S till O thers to Go
I f  the b il l  is adopted by the 

Senate in  its  p resent fo rm , ac
tu a lly  m ore than a h a lf m illio n  
add itiona l to those ind ica ted  
above w ill be fire d , fo r  i t  in 
cludes a prov is ion  d ischarg ing  
by October W .P .A . w orkers 
under 45 years o f age who have 
w orked eighteen m onths or 
m ore. These are “ e lig ib le ”  to 
re tu rn  to W .P .A . ro lls  a fte r, 
s ix ty -d a y s , i f  re -ce rtifie d , bu t 
hav ing  no m ore  stand ing  then 
than m illio n s  of others a w a it
ing p lacem ent, they w il l  in  a ll 
like lihood  stay o ff the ro lls  pe r
m anently.-

The on ly controversy in  the 
House of R epresentatives d u r
ing  discussion of the b il l  came 
on the various re s tr ic tiv e  p ro 
vis ions d ire c tin g  a d m in is tra tio n  
o f the funds by the W .P.A. 
These re s tr ic tiv e  provis ions— 
the 18 months lim ita t io n  on a 
W .P .A . job , and abrogation  of 
paym ent to sk ille d  w orkers  of 
the p re v a ilin g  wage in  the c ra lt  
were the m ost im p o rta n t— m et 
w ith  some ob jections fro m  
some New D ealers, b u t th e ir  ob
jec tions w ere “ fo r  the re co rd ”  
—so th a t they could go back to 
th e ir labor constituencies w ith  
some face. How l it t le  resis
tance they pu t up is  ind ica ted  
by the speed w ith  w h ich  the 
b ill w ent th rough.

(Continued on Page S)
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W hat the Party Members Say on National Convention Problems
On Translating Party 
Program into Practice

A Point o f View on the 
Labor Party QuestionIn The

Labor
U n io n s
By B. J. W ID IC K =*

S u rp ris in g ly  l it t le  a tten tion  
was pa id  in  the press to the 
sem i-annual m eeting  o i the 
C.I.O . executive council in  
W ashington, D .C ., la s t week. 
S u rp ris ing  because i t  re flec ted  
a serious underestim ation  of 
the C.I.O .

The a ttitu d e  o f John L . Lew is  
on the question of u n ity  w ith  
the A .P .L . flow s fro m  a resur
gence o f the C .I.O . m ovem ent. 
T he  v ic to ry  o f the  U n ited  M ine 
W orkers o f A m e rica  in  the na
tion-w ide s tr ik e  solved sa tis fac
to r ily  the acutest c ris is  o f the 
C .I.O . m ovem ent.

The B rig g s  auto s tr ik e  v ic 
to ry  gave fu r th e r im petus to 
the g row th  of confidence in  the 
in d u s tr ia l union m ovem ent.

Encouraged by these devel
opments. top C .I.O . leaders are 
re tu rn in g  to th e ir  fo rgo tten  p e r
spective o f b u ild ing  a C .I.O . 
m ovem ent so pow erfu l and 
la rge  th a t i t  w ould s im p ly  en
g u lf the A .P .L .

T h a t is w hy Lew is  declared 
there could no t be peace w ith  
the A .P .L . a t the present tim e  
and w ith  its  p resent leadership. 
Unless u n ity  cam e on C .I.O. 
te rm s. Lew is  feels th a t the 
basic need of o rgan iz ing  m il-  
in to  in d u s tr ia l unions would 
lions of unorganized w orkers 
su ffe r. C e rta in ly  the en tire  rec 
ord o f the A .F .L . bureaucracy 
testifies  to the charge th a t they 
w ould im pede any such o rgan i
zation d rive .

What Will Happen?
O ften in  the New In te rn a tio n 

al and the Socia lis t Appeal we 
have w r it te n  th a t i t  was a 
g rea t tragedy to the A m erican  
labor m ovem ent th a t the C.I.O . 
d id  not continue to advance and 
become the dom inan t and deci
sive s tream  o f the labor m ove
m ent, fo rc in g  the A .F .L . to 
subm erge its e lf in to  the new 
m ovem ent w h ich  had in d u s tria l 
w orkers  as its  basis.

A v ic to ry  over the A .P .L . 
w ould even now have th is  e f
fec t. a lthough a t a m uch g rea t
er cost.

W hether the C .I.O . proposal 
to rem a in  independent o f the 
A .P .L . is p rogressive o r not, 
depends p r im a r i ly  on the k ind  
of p rog ram  i t  fo llow s as a sep
ara te  organ iza tion .

A continued organization 
d rive , concen tra ting  especia lly 
on the South, is v i ta l ly  needed 
in  A m erica . H in ts  o f indepen
dent p o lit ic a l action, i f  ca rr ie d  
out, w ould be a m a jo r step fo r 
w ard  fo r  the C.I.O .

W hat w il l  happen on these 
two questions rem a ins to be 
seen. B u t there is one th ing  
w hich we happen to know the 
C.I.O . leadersh ip  is con tem p la t
ing  th a t d e fin ite ly  would not be 
progressive in  cha rac te r.

The C .I.O . is w e igh ing  the 
poss ib ility , ve ry  seriously, o f 
en te ring  the bu ild ing  trades 
fie ld  as a r iv a l o f the A .P .L . 
C erta in  trusted  lieu tenants of 
Lew is  are su rvey ing  the fie ld . 
In  some places, cautious a t
tem pts to sign up bu ild ing  
trades m em bers w ere m ade, 
bu t action  of loca l progressive 
un ionists squelched th is  ten
dency.

A ju r is d ic tio n a l w a r, and i t  
w ould be a p len ty  bloody and 
b itte r  w a r. between the C.I.O . 
and the A .F .L . could and w ould 
create the w orst so rt o f havoc. 
I t  w ould open the flood gates 
fo r  m ore repressive leg is la tion  
aga inst the labor m ovem ent.

We know o f a dozen im p o r
ta n t labor centers where there 
is a good w o rk ing  agreem ent 
between the C.I.O . and the A .P . 
L . Both sides bene fit im m ense
ly  fro m  the un ited fro n t they 
can present aga inst the em 
ployers.

I f  the C .I.O . invades the 
b u ild ing  trades fie ld , these 
un ited fron ts  w ould be broken 
in  a m inute . B it te r  w a rfa re , 
goon squads, crash ing  o f p icke t 
lines, slugfests w ould resu lt 
among union m en who now 
w o rk  together aga inst th e ir  
com m on enem y, the bosses.

Th is  w ould no t be a question 
o f in d u s tria l versus c ra ft  un
ions. The C .I.O . w ould be 
forced to organize c ra f t  unions.

The p rope r ta c t ic , in  our 
opinion, is fo r  the C .I.O . to 
help the progressives w ith in  the 
bu ild ing  trades by show ing in  
action w h it  a progressive p ro 
g ram  fo r labor can do.

I t  is as fa ta l fo r  the C .I.O . 
leaders to th in k  th a t the A .P .L . 
can be smashed as i t  has been 
fo r the A .F .L . leaders to hold 
th a t opinion of the C.I.O .

Subm itted by a group o f Los 
Angeles com rades: Steve Rob
erts , P au la  Aragon, M inna 
E ve re tt, E d ith  M ann, M ax 
H e lnert.

« • •
(Continued fro m  la s t issue)
I t  is needless to state th a t 

the leadership should have co r
re c tly  analyzed the Lud low  
Am endm ent fro m  the s ta r t; i t  
should have foreseen the a n ti
w a r m ovem ent and a ttem pted 
to d ire c t i t  in to  m ilita n t chan
nels. In  the  lig h t o f the d if fe r 
ences th a t existed in  the N . C. 
su rround ing  th is  question, i t  
should have been subm itted  fo r 
discussion th roughou t the p a rty . 
Such a step w ould have p rob 
ab ly  fo resta lled  the serious e r
ro r th a t was made. D u rin g  the 
past sum m er i t  should have ex
hausted the possib ilities  fo r  
hav ing  a be tte r re fe rendum  in 
troduced in to  congress. I t  
should have in s titu te d  a p ro 
g ram  such as we now propose:

1. F o rm a tio n  of a N a tiona l 
Dept, fo r  a n ti-w a r w ork.

2. In itia tio n  o f a N a tiona l 
W ar Referendum  P e tition  cam 
paign s im ila r  to the one recent
ly  s ta rted  in  Los Angeles.

3. Launch ing  o f a na tion 
wide com m ittee  fo r  the adop
tion of a W ar R eferendum .

a. Dept, to supply d ire c 
tives on methods and propa
ganda to a ll sections of the 
pa rty .

b. Neighborhood fo rm a tion  
of R eferendum  groups.
4. Mass m eetings, s ticke r 

cam paigns, house - to - house 
w o rk .

5. Extension o f cam paign in 
to the trade unions.

6. In troduc tion  and popu la r
ization of our slogans:

a. “ A ll W ar Funds to the 
U nem ployed.”

b. “ N a tiona liza tion  of the 
W ar In d u s try .”

c. "A b o lit io n  of S e c r e t  
D ip lo m a cy ,”  etc.
7. R a is ing  funds through 

these com m ittees fo r purposes 
o f a p u b lic ity  cam paign—news
papers, rad io , etc.

8. O rgan iza tion  o f m ilita n t 
action such as: dem onstrations, 
s tr ikes , w ith  possible cu lm in a 
tion  in  m arch on W ashington 
a n d /o r nationw ide w o rk  stop
pages.

9. A g ita tion  around t h i s  
cam paign to be incorpora ted  
in to  a slogan fo r the Socia list 
Appeal and dea lt w ith  week by 
week. Th is to be supplem ented 
by a rtic les  in  the New In te rn a 
tiona l, popular pam phlets, etc.

The T rade Unions 
The C.I.O . m ovem ent caugn t 

us e n tire ly  unprepared. The op
po rtun ities  a ris in g  out of a new 
trade  union m ovem ent and the 
poss ib ility  of en te ring  in to  in 
dus try  in  th is  period, w il l  not 
present itse lf again in  the near 
fu tu re . I t  was not u n til the 
m ovem ent had c rys ta llized  and 
was headed fo r decline tha t our 
p a rty  leadership considered 
colonization in  the d iffe re n t in 
dustries. Here and there com 
rades on th e ir own vo lit io n  en
te red  in d u s try  bu t w ith o u t d i
rection  fro m  the leadership.

A t th is  tim e  our leadersh ip  
should have g iven its  m a in  a t
tention to th is  new and v ir ile  
m ovem ent of Indus tria l union
ism . I t  should have made a su r
vey o f the poss ib ilities  o f the 
various industries  and consid
ered the im portance  o r r ip e 
ness o f the va rious sections of 
the coun try  on the basis of such 
a survey. I t  should have g iven 
ins truc tions  and d irections to 
the loca l leaderships and in d i
v idua ls  on how, w hy  and where, 
to get in to  in d u s try . N a tiona l 
tours should have been m apped 
out to im press upon the com 
rades the im portance of th is 
w o rk  and how to accom plish 
it .  Such a course w ould have 
resulted in  a rea l penetra tion  
o f the C .I.O .. g iv in g  us an in 
fluence w hich we do not have 
today.

Some com rades m ay argue 
th a t th is  o rien ta tion  was im pos
sible because of the fa c t th a t 
p a rt o f th is  period  found us in  
the S ocia lis t P a rty . E n try  in to 
the S ocia lis t P a rty  should no t 
have h indered a co rre c t revo
lu tio n a ry  leadersh ip  fro m  c a r
ry in g  out the m ost im portant, 
task th a t faced it.

O ur P revious Ana lys is  
W ith  the Pounding Conven

tion  o f the S.W.P. and the slo
gan “ 90% T rade  U nion W o rk ,”  
i t  was hoped th a t we w ould f i  
D a ily in  a c tu a lity  face tow ard 
the masses. The trade  union 
reso lu tion  was an exhaustive 
analysis of the A m erican  labor 
m ovem ent, an appra isa l o f the 
A .F .L ., C .I.O ., the roles of the 
various p o lit ic a l pa rties , and 
the tasks o f the S.W .P. U nder 
the section C O M P LE T E  R E 
O R IE N T A T IO N  IS  D E M A N D 
E D  we quote the  fo llo w in g :

“ A com plete reo rien ta tion  of

our p a rty  fro m  the m em bersh ip  
up to the leadership and back 
again is abso lute ly  im p e ra tive  
and unpostponable. No less 
d ras tic  a reo rien ta tion  is re 
qu ired  of ou r w eekly press. The 
a tten tion  o f the p a rty  m ust be 
focused p r im a r i ly  upon the 
A m erican  labor m ovem ent. 
The.energ ies of the p a rty  m ust 
be devoted m a in ly  to roo ting  
its e lf in  the trade  unions, be
com ing an inseparab le  p a rt of 
the trade  unions and th e ir  
s trugg les. The bu lk  of the p a rty  
w o rk  m ust be d irec ted  to th is  
v ita l fie ld  o f the class s trugg le . 
Unless th is  slogan is trans la ted  
speedily in to  life , the p a rty  is 
doomed to vegetate as an im 
potent sect w hich w il l  be 
washed away by the waves of 
the f i r s t  seriou^ socia l c r is is .”

In  the l ig h t of th is  analysis, 
w ha t happened? The na tiona l 
leadership fa iled  e n tire ly  to 
c a rry  out the decisions of the 
las t convention. No a ttem p t 
whatsoever was made on th e ir  
p a rt to gear the p a rty  to its  
tasks. A na tiona l trade  union 
departm ent does not ex is t to 
th is  ve ry  day! N a tiona l fra c 
tions w ere not organized; u tte r 
d isregard  of the necessity fo r 
c a rry in g  on correspondence 
w ith  frac tions  where they were 
organized.

The com plete lack  of trade  
union d irectives fro m  our lead
ersh ip  cu lm ina ted  in  the tra g ic  
events of the U .A .W .A . s itu a 
tion , where the Appeal held 
three d iffe re n t positions in  the 
space of a few  weeks. D if fe r 
ent sections of the organ iza tion  
found them selves in  opposing 
cam ps w ith in  the union a t a 
tim e  when the fa te  of one of 
the m ost im p o rta n t unions in 
the coun try  was a t stake. When 
the p a rty  leadership should 
have been m ost a le r t in  ana lyz
ing the day-to-day events and 
in keeping in  constant touch 
w ith  a ll com rades in  the U .A .
W .A. th roughout the coun try , i t  
not only fa ile d  to do so but 
fa iled  to acknowledge fra n tic  
le tte rs , te legram s, fro m  the 
com rades on the W est Coast 
who were pleading fo r  in s tru c 
tions. The fin a l na tiona l auto 
po licy  was adopted in  th is  c r i 
sis w ithou t consulta tion w ith  
the O akland and Los Angeles 
frac tions.

No excuses can be accepted 
fo r these woeful occurrences 
and fa ilu re  to c a rry  ou t the 
f ir s t  s im p le  organ iza tion  task 
p a rt ic u la r ly  in  v iew  of our 
leadersh ip ’s own sharp posing 
o f the question as quoted 
above. We demand th a t the 
com ing convention take w ha t
ever steps are necessary to in 
sure tha t the fo llow ing  be ca r
ried  out a t once:
1. The fo rm a tio n  of a N ational 

In d u s tr ia l Dept.
a. The D ept, sha ll be headed 

by an E xecu tive  S ecretary 
and a F ie ld  O rgan izer, both 
to be m em bers of the N a
tio n a l C om m ittee , and fu l l  
tim e  functionaries.

2. D uties of E xecu tive  Secre
ta ry :

a. To organize na tiona l trade 
union frac tions .

b. To m a in ta in  correspon
dence w ith  a ll frac tions .

Duties of F ie ld  S ecre ta ry :
a. Tours th roughout the coun

tr y  se tting  up loca l fra c 
tions.

b. Consultations w ith  ex is ting  
frac tions .

c. To be present in  c r it ic a l 
s itua tions.

3. I t  sha ll be the du ty  of the 
In d u s tr ia l Dept, to establish 
a re g u la r b u lle tin  w hich shall 
conta in  in fo rm a tio n  on p a rty  
w o rk  in  the trade  unions, 
analysis of trade union s itu 
ations, and discussion a r
tic les  on po licy .

4. I t  sha ll be the du ty  of the 
In d u s tr ia l Dept, to constant
ly  survey the na tiona l in 
d u s tr ia l scene and convey in 
fo rm a tio n  and d irec tives  to 
the com rades as to the best 
opportun ities  fo r  coloniza
tion .
(Concluded in next issue)

At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

REVOLUTIONARY 
FRENCH YOUTH 
UNITE FORCES

Stressing the necessity of 
u n ify in g  the revo lu tiona ry  
youth m ovem ent of F rance , 
the C entra l C om m ittee  of 
the R evo lu tiona ry  Socia lis t 
Youth (J.S .R .—F o u rth  In te r 
na tiona l) has ca lled  upon its  
m em bersh ip  to en ter the 
ranks of the W orkers and 
Feasants S ocia lis t Y outh  
(J .S .O .P .), thus e ffec ting  a 
u n ity  between the two organ
izations.

The conditions upon w hich 
the u n ity  was achieved were 
w orked ou t by representa
tives o f the two groups in  a 
series o f com prehensive d is
cussions. These discussions 
and the fusion th a t resulted 
fro m  them , were fa c ilita te d  
by the fa c t th a t the p o lit ica l 
p rog ram  o f the J.S.O.P. has 
come closer to th a t o f the 
J.S.R. in  the la s t few  
m onths.

M em bers of the J.S.R. 
who now become m em bers 
o f the J.S.O.P. w il l  w o rk  in  
the la tte r  on the basis of 
th e ir  own p o lit ic a l p rog ram  
fo r the developm ent and 
strengthen ing  of the un ified  
organ iza tion .

PRE-WAR CRISIS 
SHIFTS TO FAR 
EASTERN SCENE

Axis Powers Create 
New Front for Rivals 
to Worry About

(Continued fro m  Page I)
as the B r it is h  displayed signs 
of fr ig h t and hesita tion.

The Japanese appa ren tly  see 
th e ir chance now to grab fro m  
B rita in  the r ich  concessions 
w rested by the B r it is h  and 
F rench fro m  the Chinese at 
bayonet-point nea rly  a cen tu ry  
ago. The B ritis h , w a itin g  des
pe ra te ly  to see if  th e ir fr ie n d  
Roosevelt would step in  to p ro 
tec t the swag, fingered  around 
help lessly in  search of a d ip lo 
m a tic  loophole.

A t Moscow, m eanw hile , i t  
was c lea r th e ir d ip lo m a tic  posi
tion  was not exac tly  g row ing 
any stronger. W illia m  S trang, 
(he special envoy sent to the 
K re m lin  to ta lk  S ta lin  in to  a 
deal, was cooling his heels and 
b iting  his fin g e rn a ils , read ing 
the dispatches fro m  T ien ts in .

Is  i t  an accident th a t Soviet- 
Japanese fr ic t io n  bu rs t fo r  a 
m om ent in to  fla m e  a fo r tn ig h t 
ago and then died down when 
the Japanese em barked upon 
th e ir o ffensive aga inst the B r i t 
ish?

Is  i t  an accident th a t reports 
are beginning to be heard th a t 
S ta lin  has ra ised his p rice  
again by dem anding th a t the 
F a r E as t be included in  the 
“ guaranteed”  zone?

Is  i t  an accident th a t Musso
lin i 's  am bassador was reported 
a week ago to have g iven assur
ances in  Moscow th a t the axis 
had no “ te r r ito r ia l designs”  on 
Russia?

W hatever the speculative pos
s ib ilit ie s , the fac ts  are p la in  
enough. The axis com bination, 
fo llow ing  its  w ell-established 
s tra tegy , has created a new 
fro n t fo r its  r iv a ls  to w o rry  
about—the F a r ' E as t—w hile  
p lann ing  a t an e a rly  date to 
proceed w ith  its  appointed task 
of re -ca rv ing  the m ap o f E u r 
ope—and the Moscow govern
m ent s t i l l  stands cautious ly  on 
the sidelines in  the hope o f sav
ing  its e lf by h av ing  its  enemies 
te a r each o ther to pieces.

W A N TE D
A n ti-F asc is t Salesmen 

to sell
“ F A T H E R  C O U G H LIN — 

Fasc is t Dem agogue”
pam phle t

L ib e ra l Com m ission 
See M ille r , Labo r Bookshop, 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place

By F . X . F E R R Y , RO G ER  B. 
CROSS, M Y R O N  CARLSON 

and IR V IN G  K A P L A N
I t  is becom ing a h a b it w ith  

our p a rty , o r a t least w ith  some 
of its  m em bers, to preface 
the ir proposal fo r a tu rn  in to  a 
d irec tion  h ithe rto  opposed by 
the p a rty  w ith  “ the question of 
the a ttitude  tow ard  (here in 
se rt the new tu rn ) has never 
been a question of p r in c ip le  fo r 
revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is ts .”  Such 
a s ta tem ent, expressed in 
m ore or less good E ng lish , is  a 
signal fo r the “ hurray-boys and 
g ir ls ”  to go ou t he ll-bent fo r 
the new tu rn , in  the present in 
stance fo r  a labor pa rty .

I t  is obvious th a t a preface 
as g iven above, and now set 
before the Labo r P a rty  Reso
lu tion  of the m a jo r ity  o f the 
N .E .C . ind ica tes some m is g iv 
ings, i f  not a ra th e r strong 
fee ling  of in secu rity  on the 
p a rt o f ce rta in  • supporters of 
the labor p a rty ; bu t as a hearty  
gu lp  of “ fii-e -w a te r" gives 
courage i f  not foolhardiness to 
some of us when confronted by 
a c ris is , so the ta lm u d is t c lass i
fica tio n  o f te rm s p rin c ip le d  or 
o therw ise gives some p a rty  
membei's the r ig h t to h u rl 
hemselves fo rw a rd  on the road 
.owards and in to  the labor 
p a rty

I t  m ay not be am iss to re ca ll 
to ourselves th a t p la in  ta c tica l 
tu rns  m ay be ruinous to such 
an exten t to the p a rty  and the 
w o rk in g  class, tha t w orkers 
m ust sooner o r la te r inqu ire  
fo r  them selves w hether o r not 
they can conscientiously fa vo r 
such ru inous polic ies ju s t be
cause such polic ies are labe lled 
in advance non -p rogram m atic  
ones.

I t  m ay be useful to reca ll 
ha t the position taken by the 

C. I .  in  1923 tow ards the G e r-| 
m an revo lu tion  was noth ing but 
an in co rre c t ta c tic , bu t in  its 
e ffect i t  had such a fa r-reach 
ing im portance as to de term ine 
he fa ta l d irec tion  taken by the 

G erm an and European w ork ing  
class. The position taken by 
the C. I .  in E ng land p r io r to 
the general s tr ike , in  crea ting  
the B ritish -R uss ian  T rade U n
ion C om m ittee, represented 
but a ta c tica l step, bu t one so 
in co rre c t th a t m any revo lu 
tionaries  ju s tif ia b ly  fe lt  com 
pelled to leave the ta c tic a l mis- 
leaders. Those who were un
able to fo llow  the ta c tica l lead
ership of the C. I .  agreed w ith  
T ro tsky  who expressed the 
opinion succ inc tly  and c le a rly  
th a t “ noth ing is so ca lcu la ted  
to d is in tegra te  the revo lu tion 
a ry  s p ir it  o f the p ro le ta rian  
p a rty  as unp rinc ip led  m aneu
v e r in g "  (we hope th a t the ex
pression "u n p rin c ip le d  m aneu
v e r in g ”  w ill not cause any of 
the hooray-boys any head
aches in understanding i t ) .

To sum  up th is  p re lim in a ry  
sta tem ent, we hope fo r a gen
e ra l agreem ent in  saying th a t 
a re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  m ay un
der no circum stances em bark 
upon a questionable pa th  and 
expect no t to pay the p rice  in  
the eyes o f the w o rk ing  class, 
by s im p ly  dec la ring  such a 
tu rn  only a ta c tica l one. T a c ti
ca l m istakes m ay be ju s t as 
ruinous as p ro g ra m m a tic  ones, 
som etim es even m ore so be
cause of the apparent lig h t- 
m indedness w ith  w h ich  some 
p a rty  m em bers are ready to 
m ake such s im p le  ta c tica l ex
perim ents.

The m a jo r ity  reso lu tion  on 
the labor p a rty  d istinguishes i t 
se lf by the light-m indedness

w ith  w hich i t  expects a to ta l 
about-face in  the p a r ty ’s a tt i
tude. I t  w ould be rid icu lous, 
bu t fo r  the tra g ic  aspect o f the 
th ing , to read how ce rta in  we 
are today th a t we are r ig h t 
about our eva luation , w h ich  is 
d ire c tly  co n tra ry  to our eva lu
ation of yesteryear (even 
though we were ju s t as ce rta in  
(hen as to the correctness of 
the co n tra ry  eva lua tion ). The 
m a jo r ity  reso lu tion is a confes
sion o f our ta c tica l e rro r o f s ix  
months ago, bu t a t the same 
tim e  a com m and th a t we are 
not to doubt the in fa ll ib il ity  of 
ou r present ta c tica l proposal.

We a ll re ca ll the scorn 
heaped by us upon the heads 
of the C. P ., the Lovestonites, 
the S.P., and the Social Demo
c ra t ic  Federa tion , when they— 
long before us — discovered 
th e ir “ du ty  to support the la 
bor p a r ty ."  Then i t  was the 
shedding o f th e ir re vo lu tiona ry  
m ask and fo llow ing  up th e ir 
re fo rm is t tendency; now, when 
proposed by us. i t  becomes in 
sp ired re vo lu tio n a ry  tactics. 
We can s t i l l  hear the ring ing  
of our scorn fu l voices cas tiga t
ing  W aldm an, then Thom as, 
then Lovestone and B row der, 
fo r the ir s tew ing in th e ir  re f
o rm is t ju ice  when they p ro 
posed a rapprochem ent w ith  
the labor pa rty . Now. however, 
the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
gives “ positive  and unam bigu
ous support to the labor p a rty  
m ovem ent in  general, and to 
a ll its  local m an ifes ta tions ,”  
because we are “ bold, decisive 
and reso lu te .”  Do you rem em 
ber the gu ffaw  em anating  fro m  
our ranks when B row der, re 
tu rn in g  fro m  Moscow, came 
out fro m  the labor p a rty  and 
when he tr ie d  to exp la in  away 
the C .P .’s changed a ttitude  and 
stated th a t “ we do not support 
a re fo rm is t labor p a rty  (being 
a t a ll tim es aga inst re fo r
m ism ). We do not a tte m p t to 
create a l-evo lu tionary labor 
p a rty  (since there is a lready  a 
re vo lu tiona ry  p a rty  in  the 
C .P .), bu t we w an t a class- 
labor p a r ty .”  Then guffaw s, 
bu t now we declare (and w ith 
out laughing ourselves in  the 
face) th a t “ w h ile  the Social 
D em ocrats, Lovestoneites, etc., 
advocate a labor o r fa rm e r- 
labor p a rty  w ith  a pu re ly  re f
o rm is t p rog ram , and m ore o r 
less confine them selves to un
p rinc ip led  top com binations un
der cover of th is  slogan, the 
S.W.P. advances its  p rog ram  
of tra n s itio n a l demands in  o r
der to fru c t ify  the mass m ove
m ent in  fa vo r of a labor p a rty  
and lead i t  in  a revo lu tiona ry  
d ire c tio n .”

Here is the d iffe rence, i f  d if 
ferences there is, between us 
and those who saw the ris ing  
sun of the labor p a rty  before 
us, th a t is, th a t we sha ll “ fru c 
t i fy  the mass m ovem ent in  fa 
vo r of a labor p a rty  and lead 
i t  in  a revo lu tiona ry  d ire c tio n .”  
We sha ll do so, even though 
M arx is ts  recognize th a t the na
tu re  of the labor p a rty  is such 
th a t i t  cannot bu t stand in  the 
path of the re vo lu tiona ry  m ove
m ent. We sha ll support It, even 
though we know (o r a t least 
knew s ix  m onths ago) th a t 
there are no short cuts to the 
bu ild ing  o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent, su re ly  not th rough 
a re fo rm is t labor p a rty  w hich, 
i f  organized, is organized fo r 
the purpose of syphoning o ff 
the re vo lu tiona ry  tendencies 
w hich m ay appear among the 
masses.

BOSTON SETS T H E  P A C E :
“ Enclosed fin d  money o rde r 

fo r  $15.60 fo r  balance o f our 
Appeal b ill and fo r  paym ent in  
advance on com ing issues. I  
thought i t  best to send the 
m oney because I  know the A p 
peal can use it.

“ Increase our bundle by 25 
copies each issue, beginning 
w ith  the nex t issue. The com 
rades are se lling  the paper 
quite easily w ith  Coughlin as 
the issue. L a s t n ig h t a t a Jew- 
ish -A m erican  Congress m eet
ing we sold 94 Appeals and 8 
New In te rna tiona ls . We are 
becom ing the outstanding anti- 
C o u g h lin ite s !"—J. T ., Boston 
lite ra tu re  agent.

• • •
O TH ER  BRAN CH ES AT 
W ORK:

The Rochester b ranch in  the 
past few  weeks has made sub
s ta n tia l paym ents and . has 
p ra c t ic a lly  paid up in  fu l l  on 
its Appeal account.

*  *  #

“ Please increase our o rde r to 
100 per issue x-egularly. I  am  
positive we sha ll have no 
troub le  in  disposing o f them .

“ The Coughlin ites sell th e ir 
m agazine downtown in D e tro it. 
We sta tion  a com rade on e ithe r 
side of them  and ye ll our slo-

(C o n tin u e d  lr o m  P a g e  1)
There are no p icke t lines.

As a m a tte r of fa c t, M a r t in ’s 
desperate adventure is not a t 
a ll a s tr ik e  against G eneral M o
tors. I t  is a un ion-busting ac
tion  d irec ted  p r im a r i ly  a t the 
on ly o rgan iza tion  w ith  any fo l
low ing  a t a ll in  the G. M . 
p lants, the U .A .W .-C .I.O .

A im  o f S trike
T h is  " s t i ’ik e ”  had as its  m a in  

a im  to v ind ica te  M a r t in ’s fa n 
tastic  c la im s  to a m a jo r ity  fo l
low ing  fo r the A .F .L . in  the G. 
M . p lants. I t  has, however, 
pi’oved ju s t the co n tra ry . A c t
ing  as a vehic le fo r  conserva
tive  and a n ti-m ilita n t sentim ent 
am ong the non-union elem ents, 
M a i-tin 's  gang soon found th a t 
i t  was im possib le to m ob ilize  
th is  group fo r  s tr ike  action. He 
m ig h t have led them  through 
p icke t lines b u t he could never 
lead them  onto p icke t lines.

Someone m ay have w h ispe r
ed in  M a r t in ’s ear th a t G. M . 
w ould negotiate w ith  h im  and 
g ra n t a con trac t i f  he could tie  
up the p lan t. B u t G. M . d id n ’t 
pay any a tten tion  when they 
found th e ir  assem bly lines op
e ra ting  as usual and on ly  a 
few goons on the outside m a in 
ta in ing  the f ic t io n  o f p icke ting .

“ Get the Reds”
The p rin c ip a l a c tiv ity  of 

these p lug-ug lies and th e ir  few  
m isguided fo llow ers  has been 
to “ get the C .I.O . reds” . Since 
la s t n ig h t they have kep t a 
group o f C .I.O . w orkers bo ttled  
up in th e ir  h a ll w h ich  is located 
in  an ad jo in ing  b u ild ing  fro m  
the M a r tin  headquarte rs. F ive  
tim es they provoked v ic ious as
saults on the C.I.O . ha ll, sm ash
ing  the p la te  glass stqre w indow  
and b ru ta lly  beating C.I.O . 
m em bers so they requ ired  hos
p ita liza tio n . As th is  is being 
w ritte n , they are s t i l l  congre
gated in  fro n t o f the C .I.O . ha ll 
on Saginaw S tree t fac ing  the 
F ishe r Body p la n t and p repa r
ing  a new a ttack .

In fluence  Weakened
There is no doubt th a t M a r

t in ’s in fluence w il l  d im in ish  to 
ins ign ificance  before th is  
“ s tr ik e ”  is over. Y e t i t  is equal
ly  true  th a t th is  episode has 
le ft  a bad taste in  the mouths 
of countless auto w orkers. The 
top C .I.O . leaders in  F lin t  and 
th e ir fr iends  and advisors on 
the In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  
Board are la rg e ly  responsible 
fo r th is  s itua tion . M onths o f in 
a c tiv ity  fo llow ed the C leveland 
convention la s t A p r il. U n ion  o r
ganization d is in tegra ted ; g r ie v 
ances were neglected; the co r
po ra tion  destroyed union condi
tions w ithou t resistance. De
spite the a nx ie ty  and demands 
of the m ilita n ts , th is  leader
ship b lith e ly  continued its  do- 
noth ing po licy.

Evbn the c u rre n t c r it ic a l s it
uation has not served to shake 
them  out of th e ir  ind iffe rence . 
N o t a s ingle le a fle t o r piece of 
propaganda has been c ircu la te d  
exp la in ing  the C .I.O . stand. 
N oth ing  has been done to coun
te ra c t the inev itab le  im pression 
among the w orke rs—assisted o f 
course by the ye llow  press— 
th a t the present c o n flic t is 
“ m e re ly  a squabble between 
tw o outside g roups.”  N oth ing  
has been done to co rre c t the 
im pression  th a t M a r t in ’s gang

gans. E ve rybody sees the keen 
com petition  and stops to look. 
We have 2 to th e ir  1, so we 
m ake the best im pression. 
Some o f our slogans are, “ Read 
a w o rke rs ’ p a p e r!” ; “ R ead .an  
expose o f F a the r C oughlin, 
A m e rica n  Fasc is t N u m b e r  
One” ; “ We w a n t organized la 
bor— not organized concentra
tion  c a m p s !”  .............

“ The f i r s t  day we sold 23 
papers, the second tim e  43. 
T h is  on ly  takes about 1 hour. 
We have Sunday m o rn in g  m o
b iliza tions. We se ll in  the  Jew 
ish d is tr ic ts  and take  up con
tr ib u tio n s . We are p lann ing  a 
tag  day in  the Jew ish d is tr ic ts  
soon. “ W e’re  try in g  ha rd  to 
liqu ida te  our Appeal b i l l  by 
convention t im e .” —J. D ., De
tr o it  Appeal agent.

* ♦ *
IN  T H E  STR EETS W IT H  T H E  
A N T I-C O U G H U N  A P P E A L !

The w ork  of these branches 
is ou tstand ing  and proves th a t 
the Appeal is a pow erfu l w eap
on in  the strugg le  aga inst 
g row ing  A m erican  fasc ism .

E v e ry  branch should p lan 
im m e d ia te ly  to have system 
a tic  m ob iliza tions fo r  Appeal 
sales. In to  the streets tw ice  
each week w ith  A m e ric a ’s lead
ing  anti-C oughlin  paper!

is c u lt iv a tin g : th a t there is a 
re a l p icke t lin e  and a rea l 
s tr ik e  and the men w a lk ing  
th rough are scabs. Th is  lie  le ft 
uncorrected w il l  do trem endous 
h a rm  to the C .I.O . when they 
get ready fo r rea l s tr ik e  ac
tion , as they m ust, th is  fa ll.

Keeping “ P u b lic  O pin ion”
The desire, of la rge  sections 

o f F l in t ’s best m ilita n ts  in  
C hevro le t, B u ick  and even 
F ishe r Body is to m ob ilize  th e ir  
forces and rem ove the M a r tin  
goons fro m  a position where 
they can do dam age to the 
C .I.O . forces and m a in ta in  th e ir  
fic tio n  o f a s tr ike . O ver a thous
and B u ick  and C hevro le t w o rk 
ers jam m ed  the C.I.O . b a ll la s t 
n ig h t dem anding action. B u t 
the top F lin t  U .A .W . leadership 
has poured cold w a te r on th e ir  
enthusiasm —a ll in  the nam e o f 
“ keeping pub lic  opinion on our 
s ide ” .

Th is  lack of o rganization is 
d ire c tly  a ttr ib u ta b le  to the  d is
organ iz ing  polic ies o f the S ta l
in is ts  and th e ir supporters in  
the F lin t  leadersh ip . The lack  
o f adequate defense m ach ine ry  
in  the union ranks is one o f the 
m ost c r im in a l neglects o f the 
en tire  s itua tion . The organ iza
tion  of union defense guards in  
F lin t  is a job  of pa ram oun t im 
portance. I f  a m iserab le  gang 
of M a rtin ite s  cannot be coped 
w ith  now because of th is  d isor
ganization, w ha t w il l  happen 
when the a rm ed forces of the 
state are concentra ted aga inst 
the F lin t  auto union?

In d ica tive  o f the com plete 
lack of confidence and respect 
p re va ilin g  In labor c irc les , even 
A .F .L ., o f M a r t in ’s phoney 
s tr ike  was the position taken 
today by in te rn a tio n a l o ffic ia ls  
of the Team sters U n ion  who 
gave th e ir  d r iv e rs  perm ission 
to cross the “ p icke t lin e s ”  a t 
th e ir  own r is k . The F lin t  d r iv 
ers union had p rev ious ly  ad
hered to the tra d it io n a l te a m 
sters a ttitude  o f no t crossing 
p icke t lines. A w are  of the spu r
ious na ture  o f th is  s tr ike , they 
made the change on advice and 
consulta tion of th e ir in te rn a 
tiona l o ffice rs .

Protests Headline 
On League for 
Cultural Freedom
Eiditor,

On beha lf o f the League fo r 
C u ltu ra l F reedom  and Socia l
ism . I  m ust repudia te  the 
headline descrip tion  of our 
League w hich re cen tly  ap
peared in  the Appeal. The 
League is “ A n ti-S ta lin is t”  bu t 
by no means “ A n ti-H ook”  in  
the same sense. There is no 
reference to the Dewey-Hook 
C om m ittee  in our e n tire  m a n i
festo. There are m a jo r d if fe r 
ences of p rin c ip le  between the 
tw o manifestoes, bu t ce rta in ly  
no such head-on co llis ion  as the 
fevered im a g in a tio n  of your 
headline w r ite r  con ju red  up. 
T hank you fo r p r in tin g  th is  co r
rection  in  an e a rly  issue.

S incere ly,
D W IG H T  M AC D O N ALD , 

A c ting  S ecre tary.
League fo r  C u ltu ra l F re e 

dom  & Socia lism

Joseph Hansen’s series o f a rtic le s  on C oughlin w il l  appear 
ea rly  next week as a low -priced pam phle t published in  a 
la rge  ed ition  to a llow  fo r mass d is tr ib u tio n . P ub lica tion  of 
the pam ph le t was m ade possible by a loan w h ich  m ust be 
repaid  q u ick ly  th rough donations from  our readers and by 
the fo llow ing  con tribu tions  w h ich  cam e in response to our 
appeal: a sym pa th ize r in  New Y o rk , S5; in  Chicago, S I; a 
doctor In D e tro it, $5. O rders and add itiona l donations should 
be rushed IM M E D IA T E L Y  to P ioneer P ub lishers , 116 U n iv 
e rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk  C ity . I f  you w an t P ioneer Publishers 
to send the pam ph le t to  any person enclose a l is t  of names 
and addresses w ith  your con tribu tion .

(Continued in  next issue)

A FULL DAY'S OUTING AT THE BEACH!

SUNDAY, JUNE 25th
Restricted beach: Swimming, sun bathing, 
tennis, handball, baseball, croquet, etc.

plus
2 EXCELLENT HOME COOKED MEALS

(d inner and supper)
E n te rta inm en t, Dancing, etc.

SEA VIEW MANOR
4909 Beach 49th St., Brooklyn 

•
SU BSCR IPTIO N  $1.50

R eservations are lim ite d  in num ber and m ust be sent in  
ahead of tim e , no la te r than Thursday, June 22, 1939. Send 
reservations and rem ittances to E . R. F ra n k . 116 U n ive r
s ity  P lace, New Y o rk .
A rrangem ents have been made to leave by boat fro m  the 
B a tte ry  fo r a fo rty -m in u te  ride  to Seagate fo r 15 cents. 
The grounds can also be reached by subway.

M A K E  TH IS  D A T E  A M U ST!

Martin’s "Strike" Proves 
To Be Complete Dud
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In the World of Labor
b y  Paul G. S t e v e n s

Congress of French Workers and 
Peasants' Socialist Party (P.S.O.P.)

Tvn weeks ago, on M ay 28-29, the F rench  
W orkers and Peasants S ocia lis t P a rty  held 
its  f i r s t  re g u la r congress in  the p ro le ta ria n  
center o f Saint-Ouen, a suburb o f P a ris . Some 
160 delegates, representing  close to 5,000 
m em bers, gathered there to sum  up the 
p a r ty ’s experiences since the s p lit w ith  Leon 
B lu m 's  S .F .I.O . and to ou tline  a course o f 
action fo r  the fu tu re . R epresentative o f the 
d r i f t  le ftw a rd  o f various s tra ta  who have 
broken w ith  the pa rties  co rrup ted  by socia l 
re fo rm ism  and S ta lin ism , th is  ga the ring  has 
its  im portance  fo r  the developm ent o f the 
re vo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent tow ard  the b u ild ing  
of the new. F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

As was to be expected, the Saint-Ouen con
gress was not a t a ll a homogeneous body of 
thought. M ost o f the p a rtic ip a n ts  had on ly 
recen tly  le ft the ranks o f the old pa rties . The 
ce n tr is t c u rre n t of M arceau P iv e r t s t i l l  proved 
to be p redom inan t. B u t the re vo lu tiona ry  
M a rx is t tendency m ade considerable head
way in  the course o f the sessions.

Or  the a ll- im p o rta n t w a r question, the re v 
o lu tiona ry  de fea tis t position  p u t fo rw a rd  in  
the m o tion  d raw n  up Jointly by  Jean Rous 
(fo rm e r ly  of the F rench  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l
is t p a rty , the P .O .I.) , D an ie l O uerin , the au
tho r of “ Fascism  and B ig  Business”  and 
Luc ien  W eitz, the leader o f the P.S.O.P. 
youth, received 59 votes, the same num ber 
as the m otion of the P iv e r t tendency draw n 
up by M iche l C o lline t. An o u tr ig h t p a c ifis t 
m otion  received 26 votes and a m otion  by 
Luc ien  H erard  a tte m p tin g  to s tr ike  a m idd le  
course between the R ous-Guerin-W eitz and 
C o lline t m otions received 45 votes.

A p ra c tic a l m otion  on an ti-w a r a c tiv ity , 
however, proposing to exclude in  the fu tu re  
co llabora tion  w ith  such a lliances in  F rance as 
the Keep A m erica  O ut of W ar C om m ittee  in  
th is  coun try , received 53 votes as aga inst 120 
fo r the P iv e r t m otion  endorsing such a lliances.

H ig h ly  s ig n ifica n t fo r the re vo lu tio n a ry  c u r
re n t was the re su lt o f the discussion as to 
w hether m em bersh ip  in  the F reem asonry o r
ganization was com patib le  w ith  m em bersh ip  
in  the P.S.O.P. A fte r a heated debate, the 
G uerin  m otion fo r  in c o m p a tib ility  rece ived the 
h ighest vote, 76, w h ile  tw o separate m otions 
opposing G u e rin ’s each polled 62 and 50 votes 
respective ly . Th is  p rob lem  w hich touches 
upon the very  essence of the p ro le ta rian  ch a r
acter of the p a rty  is bound to continue to ag i
ta te the P.S.O.P. in  the fu tu re  i f  one is to be 
guided by the g re a t concern and d issa tis fac
tion shown by m any unattached rank  and file  
w orke r delegates a t the fa c t th a t the leader 
o f the p a rty  is s t i l l  a Freem ason.

On the trade union question, a m otion p ro 
posing the organization o f p a rty  frac tions  re 
ceived 62 votes, w h ile  one opposing organized 
p a rty  w o rk  in  the unions received 122 votes.

F in a lly , on the in te rna tiona l question, the 
congress voted to a ff il ia te  w ith  “ In te rn a tio n a l 
M a rx is t C enter”  ( fo rm e r ly  the “ London B u
re a u " ' by a vote of 120, aga inst a m otion  by 
W eitz proposing no n -a ffilia tio n  fo r the tim e  
being w hich received 42 votes. An am endm ent 
by the la tte r recom m ending th a t an in v ita tio n  
to the com ing conference of the “ In te rn a tio n a l 
M a rx is t C e n te r" in  September be extended to 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l was accepted by 
agreem ent a fte r considerable discussion.

T ra ve lin g  is about the fondest th in g  I  am  of 
especia lly  when there  is p len ty  o f scenery and 
a n ice com fo rtab le  seat fro m  w hich  to look a t 
i t  and then too, you m eet the m ost in te res ting  
people and fin d  out a ll k inds o f new facts  
w hich help to broaden the m ind  and open the 
eyes like  the s to ry  about the M orm on nam ed 
H uberdub who was a nice qu ie t homebody un
t i l  he had a reve la tion  w h ich  is the re su lt o f 
consum ing too m any oysters and bananas ju s t 
before going to bed.

H uberdub was a qu ie t l it t le  guy like  I  said 
and was respected by a ll his M orm on ne igh
bors when a ll o f a sudden he announced to the 
citizens of U tah  th a t the d iv ine  s p ir its  had 
dropped in unexpected in  the m idd le  o f the 
n igh t and to ld  h im  th a t there  was a lo t o f easy 
p ickings in  the dead center of the b ig  snow 
covered m ounta in  across the va lle y  and th a t 
he is elected to organize the fa rm e rs  fo r  the 
purpose of e x tra c tin g  said va luable  m inera ls  
w ithou t losing no tim e .
Faithful Buy a "Dream"

So he sure enough collects a lo t o f dough 
and gets a gang of vo lunteers who are w illin g  
to w ork  fo r shares in  the prom ised take in 
stead o f cash m oney w hich is a fte r a ll p re tty  
m a te ria l s tu ff and not a t a ll to be com pared 
w ith  a barn  fu l l  o f gold, etc. and th is  H uber
dub b ird  s ta rts  w o rk  on a hole in the side of 
the R ocky M ounta ins w hich he ca lls  the 
“ D ream  M in e ” .

A fte r severa l years o f d igg ing  and b lasting  
and a t the same tim e  co llec ting  p len ty  on 
shares the M orm on top com m ittee  decides 
th a t enough is p len ty  and th a t th is  reve la tion  
does not sm e ll exac tly  kosher and they hand 
H uberdub his w a lk ing  papers. B u t there is  a 
lo t o f poor fo lk  who fig u re  th e ir  investm ent 
should not be fo rgo tten  ju s t like  th a t and they 
hang on w ith  some donating the sw eat o f th e ir  
brows and others m ortgag ing  the fa m ily  hom e
stead in  the hope o f re t ir in g  on the fa t  o f the 
land when the “ D re a m " breaks down and the 
prom ised d iv idends begin to flow  like  H uber
dub said the Angels said.

Th is goes on fo r a long tim e  because the 
m ore the poor suckers p u t in to the scheme 
the m ore they hang around and the ha rde r 
they w ork  u n til one day a few  w eary w orkers 
corner H uberdub and pu t the question r ig h t to 
h im  w ith  the aid o f s trong language and a 
couple o f p ick-axes w h ich  they have learned 
to use w ith  d e x te r ity  i f  I  m ay use such a w ord.
Huberdub Falls Fast

Huberdub is nobody’s fool and he sta lls  o ff 
the neck-tie  p a rty  w ith  a b igger whopper 
w h ich  is th a t i t  is no less than an In te rn a 
tio n a l P lo t of the G overnm ent and Bankers 
and c ity  fo lks  not to accept H uberdub ’s “ p rec
ious stones.”  So back to w ork  fo r  the suckers

A good deal o f tim e  was taken in  a discus
sion o f the “ T ro ts k y is t in f i lt ra t io n ”  o f the 
p a rty , a ttacks aga inst the T ro tsky is ts  being 
made m a in ly  by the defenders of the F re e 
masons in  the course o f the dispute over 
w hether the m em bersh ip  in  the la tte r o rgan 
iza tion  was com patib le  w ith  m em bersh ip  in  
the P.S.O.P. The a ttacks fe ll f la t  when the 
speakers of the re vo lu tiona ry  tendency re 
fused to be hornswoggled in to  an an tl-T ro tsky- 
is t cam paign and insisted on the discussion o f 
the p o lit ic a l content of the m otions and resolu
tions proposed. The a ttacke rs  d id  manage, 
how ever, by sheer w e igh t o f num bers to push 
th rough  an o rgan iza tiona l s ta tu te  req u irin g  
eighteen m onths’ continuous m em bersh ip  in 
the P.S.O.P. of fo rm e r m em bers of o ther p ro 
le ta ria n  pa rties  before they are accorded 
equal r ig h ts  w ith  the o ther p a rty  m em bers. 
The s ta tu te  received 96 votes and was opposed 
w ith  88 votes and 16 abstentions.

A ll in  a ll, the congress, as recorded in  the 
votes quoted, showed th a t the le ftw a rd  devel
opm ent o f the P.S.O.P. has no t by any means 
been concluded, th a t consistent re vo lu tiona ry  
sen tim en t w ith in  its  ranks is su ffic ie n tly  
s trong to augur w e ll fo r  the fu tu re . B y  the 
way, on the m a tte r o f p ra c tic a l p a rty  w o rk  in  
the period ahead, the M a rx is t m in o r ity  de
c la red  th a t ju s t as in  the previous period, 
when i t  proved its e lf in  action, i t  w ould have 
no d if f ic u lty  in  co llabo ra ting  w ith  the p a rty  
leadership.

Willie Gallacher, M.P., and 
British Imperialism

R ecently  the Appeal reported  the fo rm a tio n  
in  E ng land o f the "F r ie n d s  of the Ir is h  Repub
l ic , ”  an o rgan iza tion  w hich has set as its task 
the organ iza tion  o f a re vo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis t 
p a rty  in  Ire la n d  and w hich has a lready  held 
dem onstra tions in London o f a mass charac
ter. T h a t such a move was in  the cards goes 
w ith o u t saying ever since the degeneration of 
the C om m unist p a rty  w h ich  has le ft the fie ld  
in  the Ir is h  f ig h t aga inst B r itis h  im p e ria lism  
to the heroic bu t m uddled and u top ian te r ro r 
ists of the I.R .A . W hat f in a lly  gave the im 
petus to the move m ay be gathered fro m  such 
an ite m  as the fo llow ing  w h ich  we re p r in t 
fro m  the M ilita n t o f London:

“ D u ring  the G rea t W ar to -E nd  W ar, 1914-18, 
the w orkers of the Clyde and other in d u s tria l 
centers insisted on fig h tin g  fo r be tte r cond i
tions and w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts . They caused a g rea t 
deal of annoyance to the governm ent w hich 
denounced them  as u n p a tr io tic  and d is loya l. 
Am ong these d is loya l and u n p a tr io tic  w o rk 
ers was one W illia m  G allacher.

“ Now M r. G a llacher is C om m unist M .P . fo r 
West F ife — and is he loyal? When M r. Cham 
be rla in  m ade a sta tem ent to the e ffec t th a t 
N o rthe rn  Ire la n d  was to be exem pted fro m  
conscrip tion  in  o rde r to g ive scope to its  loy- 
a lism , M r. (la te  com rade) G a llacher rose in  
his w ra th . No longer was he the C lydeside m il
ita n t who defied L lo yd  George and the en
g ineering  bosses, bu t one o f the boys o f the 
bulldog breed, s tir re d  to his inne rm ost depths 
because his p a tr io tism  had been ca lled  in to 
question. He demanded to know ‘w hether the 
P rim e  M in is te r in  m ak ing  such a decla ra tion  
about N o rth  Ire la n d  is no t casting  a s lig h t on 
Scotland, Wales and N orthe rn  E n g la n d .’ T ru ly , 
as the p a rty  of w hich G a llacher is a m em ber 
so frequen tly  rem arks , tim es have changed.”

u n til the next fla reup  a few  years ago— be
cause fo r ty  years is a long tim e  to be d igg ing  
in the side of a m ounta in .

B u t Huberdub is ju s t as s m a rt as the next 
c ity  s licke r by th is  tim e  and m ere ly  reverses 
his fie ld  as they say in  foo tba ll lingo and 
scares the day ligh ts  out of the whole k i t  and 
kaboodle of them  by announcing another re v 
e la tion  to w it :  there  is going to be a un ive rsa l 
catastrophe in  tw o pa rts  d irec ted  by the L o rd  
h im se lf who w il l  f i r s t  b rin g  on an earthquake 
to be fo llow ed by a flood and a ll those who 
w ish to be saved fro m  th is  double-feature pun
ishm ent had be tte r take  i t  on the lam  im m e 
d ia te ly  and s ta r t w o rk—under the supervis ion 
of nobody bu t B ro . H uberdub who by th is  tim e  
is considered to be an up and com ing young 
m an by the Angels—on an a rk  w ith  w h ich  to 
ride  the flood and a house fu l l  o f supplies so 
th a t H uberdub and his flock  w on ’t  s ta rve  to 
death du ring  the big show w h ich  is to  w ipe 
out a ll o f m odern c iv iliza tio n .

So the m erry-go-round begins where we 
came in  and to th is  day the sw ind le  is p roduc
ing  m ore d iv idends th a n ’ any m ine in  the 
coun try  considering the o rig in a l investm ent 
w hich was n il on the p a rt o f Huberdub and i f  
you don’t  believe th is  a ll you have to do is 
check up on the “ D re a m ”  m ine w h ich  is lo 
cated about fo r ty  m iles  south of S a lt Lake 
C ity .

And the m ore I  th in k  about H uberdub and 
the poor fish  which has been led around by 
the beak fo r  fo u r periods of ten consecutive 
years each, the m ore the whole s to ry  f its  in to  
a pe rfec t descrip tion  of how the ca p ita lis t 
system  w orks.

A in ’t  i t  the tru th  how some poor fe llow  is 
sold on a idea th a t i f  he w orks like  the O ld 
H a rry  and has fa ith  in  the system  he w il l  
e ithe r ge t his l it t le  p ile  to coast on in  h is old 
age and when a fte r g iv in g  h is life  to the job  
he wants to ge t an accounting so as to find  
out w hy the ja ckp o t m issed he is to ld  th a t 
there is a p lo t w hich has been cooked up by 
the Reds o r the Jews o r the m en fro m  M ars 
to keep the system  fro m  producing  the p rom 
ised socia l secu rity .

B u t m aybe the w orkers and the others who 
have pu t th e ir  hard-earned cash in to  th is  
“ D re a m ”  w ill come to one o f these days and 
re a lly  pu t H uberdub to the w a ll and demand 
an im m ed ia te  accounting or else. M aybe one 
of these days the poor suckers w h ich  has been 
liv in g  on th in  soup w il l  realize th a t Huberdub 
and Co. can be dispensed w ith  a ltogether and 
the w ork  and cash pu t to good use instead of 
being invested in  reve la tions w hich as I  sa id 
are the re su lt o f ea ting  too m uch too often 
w ithou t sharing  i t  around sociab le-like .

O n  t h e  L i n e  . . .  with Bill Morgan
-

N.M .U. in Crisis 
As Strike Ends

Stalinist Leadership Doomed Strike by Play
ing Ball with Government— Gulf Seamen 
Show Way to Progressive Action

(Continued fro m  Pace
m em bers of the N .M .U . were 
fo rced to accept on fre igh te rs  
by order of C u rran , thus being 
com pelled to f in k  on th e ir own 
s tr ik in g  b ro the r m em bers. E x 
cept fo r  two or three in s ig n ifi
can t com panies w ith  w h ich  
contracts  w ere signed, the 
s tr ike rs  were ob liged to end the 
s tr ik e  w ith o u t ga in ing  any of 
th e ir demands.

The s itua tion  is fu l l  o f ev i
dence th a t the s tr ike  was hor
r ib ly  bungled fro m  the begin
n ing, ch ie f ite m  being the ca re 
fu l p repa ra tion  o f the K in g  
t r ia l  m onths ago designed as a 
d ive rs ion  of the m em bersh ip ’s 
anger fro m  the C u rran  m a
ch ine ’s m ounting  record o f be
tra y a l o f th e ir  in te rests . The 
K in g  t r ia l  and expuls ion p ro 
ceedings are being handled in  
the best Moscow T r ia l fashion. 
There is no question, o f course, 
of K in g ’s actua l g u ilt. T h is  has 
been known fo r  some tim e , 
p a rt ic u la r ly  by C urran  and the 
S ta lin is ts . B u t the danger here 
is th a t the leadership is un
load ing  its  own crim es on as
sociates w h o  pa rtic ip a te d  
equa lly  w ith  them , a ttem p ting  
to connect them  w ith  the bona 
fide  m ilita n ts  so as to sm ear 
the la tte r and p revent th e ir be
com ing a center of organized 
, rogressive opposition.

B en t Knee to Bosses
The tanke r s tr ik e  fiasco, the 

.Gng tr ia l,  and the G u lf auton
om y action, re fle c t the c ris is  
th a t the N .M .U . is in  as a re 
su lt o f the whole past po licy  of 
the S ta lin is ts . Unless th is  is un
derstood, any a ttem pts  a t a 
progressive solution of th is 
c ris is  by the bona fide  m ilita n ts  
in  the N .M .U . w il l  prove f r u i t 
less, and w il l  re su lt on ly  in  a 
la rge  section of the N .M .U . 
m em bersh ip  losing a ll fa ith  in  
un ionism . I t  can a ll be sum m ed 
up as fo llo w s : A po licy  o f bend
ing  the knee to the shipowners, 
a no-strike  po licy , depending on 
the governm ent, e tc., have 
made of the N .M .U . an o rgan 
iza tion  of 50,000 weak. B y  con
tra s t, the S .U .P ., fo llow ing  a 
class strugg le  po licy , i.e ., rec
ogn ition  of the shipowner as 
the seam en's n a tu ra l enem y, a 
s tr ike  po licy , and no depen
dence on the governm ent, bu t 
on ly on on its  own s treng th  and 
th a t o f b ro the r unions, have 
made i t  an organization of 
6.000 strong.

The whole no-strike  po licy  of 
the S ta lin is ts  stem s fro m  th e ir  
line  o f w o rk ing  fo r a m ili ta ry  
pact between the im p e ria lis t 
U.S.A. governm ent and the 
o ta lin  bureaucracy. To accom 
p lish  th is , they bleached th e ir 
u ltra -re d  in  p o lit ics  to a lig h t 
sa ffron , and c a rry in g  th is  in to  
the trade  unions, used th e ir 
fo rm e r m ili ta n t repu ta tion  to 
suppress and discourage m i l i 
tancy, d iv e r t s tr ikes  up b lind  
a lleys, e tc., in  o rder to  prove 
to W ar-D eal Roosevelt tha t 
they had som ething to o ffe r in  
re tu rn  fo r a pact. To W ar-Deal 
Roosevelt, w o rried  about la 
b o r’s resistance to w a r propa
ganda, p a rt ic u la r ly  the sea
m en’s section, th is  was a w e l
come help, p a rt ic u la r ly  w ith  
rega rd  to m a rit im e , even i f  he 
does not openly thank the 
“ boys.”

The e ffec t o f the above po l
ic y  was "v e rb a l agreem ents”  
w ith  the shipowners, excepting 
one o r tw o con tracts  w ith  m ino r 
companies, w h ich  were b lith e ly  
vio lated, the shipowners being 
convinced th a t the N .M .U . 
w ould not fig h t. When the 
m em bersh ip  f in a lly  became 
aroused, the S ta lin is t leader
ship f in a lly  managed to get a 
b lanket co n tra c t w ith  the 
fre ig h te r com panies, bu t w ith  
a score of loopholes th a t the 
com pany could take  advantage 
of to n u ll i fy  any th ing  w orth  
w h ile . P a rtic u la r ly  ro tten  is 
the clause guarantee ing the 
com pany aga inst c rew  action.

Is  i t  any wonder th a t C urran  
had to drow n the s tr ike  in  “ hot 
o i l ” ? F o r i f  he had authorized 
the crews to take action against 
load ing hot o il, the fre ig h te r 
com panies w ould have declared 
the agreem ent n u llif ie d , and 
th is  would have doubly exposed 
C urran  and Co., by show ing in  
action how w orth less the agree
m ent was, bas ica lly . (C ontrast 
th is  w ith  the successful re fusa l 
o f S .I.U . crew s, under S .I.U . 
contracts, to take  “ hot o i l . ” )

A fu r th e r developm ent: Be
cause o f the above m entioned 
po licy  o f w o rk ing  fo r  a U .S .A .- 
S ta lin  pact, C u rran  and Co. 
had to go down the lin e  w ith  
the governm ent f in k  ha lls  and 
f in k  tra in in g  ships. (Th is is  the 
re a l reason, not the garbage 
about S .I.U . o r A .F .L . back
door sh ipp ing .) There fore ,

Toward the Party Convention

On Mass Work and Its Relation to 
t he Struggle Against Stalinism

.B y  JA M E S  P. C AN N O N .

N .M .U . men packed the H o ff
m an Is land  tra in in g  school. Is  
i t  not curious th a t sh o rtly  a fte r 
the s tr ik e  began, the school 
suddenly found room  fo r  a he ll 
uva lo t o f new men? Is  i t ,  per 
chance, possible tha t, as 
N .M .U . m em bers repo rt, there 
were suddenly a lo t o f n ice 
f in k y  Jobs o ffe red  on s truck  
tankers to H o ffm an  Is land  gov
e rnm en t-tra ined  “ union m en ,”  
who showed w hat they had 
re a lly  learned, by p a tr io t ic a lly  
g rabb ing  the Jobs?

G u lf Shews Way
The present status of the ac

tion  is : The s tr ik e  is over, the 
boycott continues, and, a l
though the fo rm e r crew s have 
lit t le  chance to get th e ir  jobs 
back, the N .M .U . leadersh ip  
s t i l l  h y p o c r itic a lly  holds ou t the 
idea th a t in  a ve ry  sho rt tim e  
they w il l  be able to contro l the 
tankers again. How? M em bers 
should t r y  to ge t aboard the 
tankers (the com pany, of 
course, w il l  welcom e them  
back w ith  open a rm s) f ig h t the 
S tandard O il com pany union, 
by quoting the W agner A c t, us 
ing  the N .M .U . crews who have 
not reached p o rt yet, as a base 
fo r fu r th e r organization.

Y e t in  spite o f the te rr ib le  
mess the C urran ites  have made 
of th ings, the prospect fo r a 
progressive re fo rm a tio n  o f the 
union exists. I t  is  re flected , 
even i f  not a lw ays w ith  fu ll 
c la r ity , in  the G u lf action  of 
dec la ring  itse lf an autonomous 
body, w ith in  the N .M .U ., bu t 
paying no dues to New Y o rk  
nor accepting its  decisions. F u ll 
deta ils are no t ava ilab le  as we 
go to press, bu t the sa lien t 
facts are, in  add ition  to the 
above :

(1) The G u lf ev iden tly  is no t 
ta k in g  the fa ta l step of b reak
ing  com ple te ly  w ith  the o rgan 
ization, bu t seems to be fo l
low ing rough ly  the s tra tegy  of 
the West Coast F irem en , in 
fig h tin g  the H eadquarte rs o r
ganization, where the m ain  
power of the S ta lin is ts  is con
centrated.

(2) The G u lf announces th a t 
i t  w il l issue a paper, expressing 
its  own po in t o f v iew . We hope 
th a t the G u lf w il l have learned 
fro m  the M a r in e r ’s Club expe
rience, and th a t i t  w il l  come 
fo rw a rd  w ith  a positive  p ro 
g ram . A pu re ly  negative f ig h t 
w ill on ly  re su lt in  fu r th e r con
fusion, and enable enemies of 
labor to in f i lt ra te  in to  the G u lf 
opposition and d isc re d it it ,  as 
happened w ith , the M a r in e r ’s 
C lub. F u rth e r, the S ta lin is ts  
are fu l ly  capable of exp lo iting  
any p u re ly  negative opposition, 
to th e ir own ends.

The m a in  fig h t m ust be on 
the basis o f a positive  progres
sive p rog ram , in  con tras t w ith  
the reac tiona ry  p rog ram  o f the 
C urran-S ta lin is ts . In  th is  w ay 
the m em bersh ip  on the A tla n tic  
w ill be able to choose between 
two de fin ite  lines, c le a rly , and 
in  th is  w ay, i f  the G u lf propo
sals are o f the positive  progres
sive cha rac te r th a t we th in k  
they w il l  be, they w il l  be able 
to sw ing the A tla n tic  D is tr ic t 
m em bersh ip  to th e ir  side, u n ify  
the tw o coasts, and be in  a po
s itio n  to consum m ate u n ity  
w ith  the West Coast o rgan iza
tions of m a r it im e  labor w hich 
are so essentia l fo r  the ve ry  
continuance of m a r it im e  union
ism .

Ind ica tions  are th a t the 
G u lf ’s understanding of p ro 
gressive m a r it im e  un ion ism  is 
ve ry  close to th a t o f the S .U .P . 
I f  such is the case, then the 
G u lf w il l  progress in  in fluence, 
and w il l  be able to p lay  a rea l 
ro le in  the f ig h t to estab lish one 
nationa l union in m a r it im e  
based on a progressive, class- 
s trugg le  po licy.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Since the death of Len in  and the beginning 
o f the decline and degeneration o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion , the m ost im p o rta n t and decisive 
fa c to r in  the defeats of the w o rk in g  class has 
been the S ta lin ized C om in tern . An understand
ing  of th is  cen tra l p rob lem  has been and. re 
m ains the key to f ru it fu l re vo lu tiona ry  w ork. 
A t a ll stages o f the s trugg le  to reassem ble the 
scattered and d isoriented elem ents o f the  p ro 
le ta ria n  vanguard , the analysis of S ta lin ism  
occupied f i r s t  p lace. Those who m isunderstood 
th is  m isunderstood e ve ry th ing  and condemned 
them selves to fu t i l i t y  and defeat. O n ly those 
who gave the r ig h t answer to th is  question— 
and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  alone d id  th is  
— were able to move fo rw a rd  and gain 
s trength .

T h is  holds tru e  also fo r  the present and the 
near fu tu re . The center o f g ra v ity  in  a ll re v 
o lu tio n a ry  w o rk  sh ifts  fro m  ideo log ica l battles 
in  the isolated c irc les  of the vanguard  to mass 
ag ita tion  and the penetra tion  of the w o rke rs ’ 
mass m ovem ent. H ere also S ta lin ism  is  the 
m ost fo rm id a b le  obstacle. Those who ignore 
th is  obstacle or deny its  existence soon bum p 
th e ir  heads aga inst re a lity . The strugg le  
aga inst S ta lin ism  can in  no way be m oderated. 
The fo rm s and methods of the s trugg le , how
ever, m ust be adapted to changed c irc u m 
stance and new environm ents. We have ye t to 
do th is  e ffe c tive ly .

Mass w o rk  is a s im p le  enough prescrip tion , 
b u t those who t r y  to o ve r-s im p lify  its  a pp lica 
tion  have ve ry  p a in fu l experiences. I t  is  a big 
e rro r to th in k  good w il l  and hard  w ork  alone 
are enough to gain a lead ing in fluence in  the 
mass m ovem ent. P a rties  and groups w hich 
operate on such a s im p le  fo rm u la  usua lly  
w ork  fo r the bene fit o f others less addicted to 
C hris tian  ideas.

"Ignoring" the Stalinists

C AM P SEVEN  OAKS. Eaten- 
tow n. N. J. Tennis. Sw im 
m ing. P ing-pong. P lum b ing . 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
Car leaves every F r id a y  a t 
7 p .m . fro m  58 E . 4th St. to 
Camp. M ake reservations, 
p lease! You m ay also p itch  
your ten t a t Seven Oaks. We 
equip i t  and you can have 
use of Camp K itchen . $20 fo r 
the sum m er. Phone: Eaten- 
town 515.

In  the past we have heard m any lectures on 
the a r t  o f s im p lifie d  mass w ork  in  the Social
is t P a rty , especia lly  fro m  its  m ost s tup id  
w ing , the “ C la r ity ite s .”  W ith  a self-assurance 
born of ignorance and inexperience, they ex
p la ined how they w ould w in  over the masses, 
inc lud ing  the S ta lin is t w orkers , s im p ly  by set
tin g  a good exam ple of “ constructive  w o rk "  
and “ ig n o r in g "  the S ta lin is t P a rty . We know 
w ha t happened to them , and to others like  
them . To the exten t th a t they b u ilt  o r helped 
to bu ild  organizations, the d isc ip lined  m a 
chine o f S ta lin ism  took the con tro l aw ay fro m  
them  and p u t them  to w ork  as e rrand  boys 
and stooges (W orkers A lliance , Auto U nion, 
e tc .) .

No, you cannot ignore the S ta lin is ts . M ore 
than tha t, you cannot ga in  a s ingle inch  of 
ground and hold i t  in  the trade  unions w ithou t 
an in te llig e n t and unre len ting  f ig h t aga inst 
S ta lin ism . Th is , to borrow  an expression fro m  
G rover C leveland, is a condition, not a theory. 
S ta lin ism  in  the U n ited  States has taken on 
the proportions o f a mass m ovem ent and has 
become an e v il pow er o f trem endous scope 
in  the trade  unions, especia lly  in  the m ore p ro 
gressive and m ilita n t sections. How can any 
com rade active  in  the .trade union m ovem ent 
conceal th is  fa c t fro m  h im se lf?  I t  stares h im  
in  the face a t every  tu rn . And w hy should we 
w ish to conceal it?  I t  is necessary to face 
re a lity  and deal w ith  it .  O therw ise we are 
fu m b lin g  in the dark.

O ur com rades, w ith  perhaps a few  excep
tions, understand th is  ve ry  w e ll. P a c if is t sen
tim ents  tow ard  the S ta lin is t tu rncoats  and 
finger-m en do not in fe c t our m ovem ent ve ry  
seriously. B u t w ha t we do not ye t understand 
—and we are a ll m ore or less cu lpable  on th is 
score, I  th in k—is how to f ig h t S ta lin ism  m ost 
e ffe c tive ly  in  the lig h t of the new develop
m ents and under new conditions. G rea t 
changes have taken place in  recent years, in 
our own position and in  the position and the 
com position o f the S ta lin is t P a rty . I t  is now 
genera lly  recognized th a t the degeneration of 
the S ta lin is t P a rty  along the lines o f social pa
tr io t is m  has become d e fin itive . There is no 
longer any a ttem p t to conceal it .  The p re 
tended revo lu tion is ts  of yesterday are down 
on a ll fou rs  before the im p e ria lis t m asters. 
B ro w d e r’s taste  fo r shoe lea ther is like  a pe r
verted  lust. The m a in  concern o f the assorted 
B row ders is to convince the m asters of the 
s in ce rity  of th e ir  renegacy.

Fighting Stalinism Today
A ll th is  has brough t about a change in  the 

position of S ta lin ism  and our re la tion  to it .  
In  days past we had to f ig h t S ta lin ism  fo r  in 
fluence over the p ro le ta ria n  vanguard . In  the 
m a in  th a t chap te r is closed. The class con
scious revo lu tion is ts  (n a tu ra lly , ex-revo lu tion 
ists do not belong to th is  ca tegory) have 
tu rned away fro m  S ta lin ism . The new re c ru its  
who constitu te  the ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  of 
the present m em bersh ip  and sym path iz ing  
c irc les  o f the C om m un is t P a rty  are u tte r 
s trangers to M a rx is t doctrine . Th is  tra n s fo rm 
ation imposes not a s lacken ing  o f our f ig h t bu t 
d iffe re n t methods o f conducting it .

We began our s trugg le  p r im a r i ly  w ith  p ro 
g ra m m a tic  c r it ic is m  addressed to vanguard  
w orkers who knew som ething about the doc
tr ines  and tra d itio n s  of the revo lu tiona ry  
m ovem ent. They were capable of in te resting  
them selves in  such questions as “ the theory  of

soc ia lism  in  one c o u n try ”  and the whole tra in  
of theo re tica l and p ra c tica l consequences 
flo w in g  fro m  it. Those who responded to ou r 
c r it ic a l w o rk  have constitu ted  the basic cadres 
o f ou r m ovem ent. Th is  was w ork  w e ll done. I t  
was an unavoidable stage in  our developm ent 
the p re requ is ite  fo r  a ll th a t is  to fo llow . I t  was 
in  essence a fa c tio n a l s trugg le  w ith in  the re 
s tr ic te d  c irc le  of the vanguard .

O ur e rro r  consists, not in  con tinu ing  the
fig h t aga inst S ta lin ism  w ith  unabated v ig o r_
th a t is necessary, m ore  than ever — b u t in  
c lin g in g  to out-moded methods and types o f 
a rgum ent. The average S ta lin is t w o rke r o f 
the present day finds  m ost of th is  over his 
head. W hat does "so c ia lism  In one c o u n try ”  
mean to  a w o rke r who lacks e lem en ta ry  in 
s tru c tio n  in  the m eaning and p rinc ip les  o f so
c ia lism ? W hat does a dev ia tion  fro m  Len in ism  
mean to one who vague ly  associates L en in  in  
h is m ind  w ith  h is to rica l figu res  o f bourgeois 
dem ocracy like  Je ffe rson and Paine? We m ust 
fin d  a d iffe re n t, s im p le r approach to the p res
ent day S ta lin is t w o rke r. We have to  take  note 
o f the g rea t d iffe rences between h im  and the 
S ta lin is t m ili ta n t o f ten and fifte e n  years ago 
and address h im  acco rd ing ly . Above a ll, we 
m ust d is tingu ish  between deceived w orke rs  in  
the ranks and the conscious scoundrels o f the 
C.P. bureaucracy.

A Basic Distinction for Us
This la tte r  po in t is a ll- im p o rta n t fo r  our fu 

tu re  success. W ithou t re a liz in g  i t  we have 
been s lipp ing  in to  the same e rro r we once 
c ritic ize d  in  the C om in tern  d u rin g  the frenzy  
o f the “ th ird  p e riod ” , when Social D em ocra tic  
leaders and w orkers were a ll lum ped together 
in d isc rim in a te ly .

The com position of the S ta lin is t m ovem ent 
has been p ro found ly  changed. M uch o f i t  is 
worth less, th a t is sure. The com plete adapta
tion  o f S ta lin ism  to bourgeois dem ocracy and 
p a tr io tis m  has had the e ffec t o f a ttra c tin g  
tow ard  i t  a good-sized horde o f petty-bourgeois 
d ile ttan tes and pseudo-in te llectua ls who are 
noth ing m ore than libe ra ls  o f an especia lly  un
a ttra c tive  va rie ty . B u t in  add ition  to th is  trash  
the C.P. has acqu ired  a s trong  fo llo w in g  o f a 
d iffe re n t k idney in  the trade  unions. D iscount 
a ll the ca reeris ts  who are bribed by the C.P. 
to serve it ,  and a ll the s tup id  ones and w eak
lings who are te rro rized , and there s t i l l  re 
m ains a ve rita b le  a rm y  of m ili ta n t bu t un
schooled and m isguided w orke rs  who support 
the S ta lin is t p a rty  and constitu te  the backbone 
of its  pow er in  the unions. We w il l  begin to 
make rea l advances in  the mass m ovem ent 
when we lea rn  how to approach these w orkers 
and w in  them  over.

They have not come to the C .P., e ithe r as 
m em bers o r sym path ize rs , as the resu lt o f a 
de libera te  study of its  present p rog ram , bu t 
in  the course o f s trugg le . They have been a t
trac ted  to S ta lin ism  by a com bination  o f fa c 
to rs—its  aggressive methods, its  dem agogy, 
the m em ory  o f past m ilita n c y , the la ck  o f an
other s trong  fo rce  a rt ic u la tin g  th e ir  sen ti
m ents of d iscontent, etc. They have not in  
th e ir hearts jo ined the C.P. to f ig h t fo r  “ de
m o cra cy ” . I t  is no t th e ir  am b ition  to m a in ta in  
the sta tus quo w h ich  spells p r iva tio n  and m is 
e ry  fo r the g rea t bu lk  o f them ; b u t ra th e r, in  
some w ay, by co llec tive  action to change it .  
Between these deceived w orkers and the cyn 
ica l bureaucracy o f S ta lin ism  there is an 
enorm ous chasm .

A Deep Contradiction
The con trad ic tion  between the leadership 

and the p ro le ta ria n  sections of the ranks is 
perhaps deeper in  the S ta lin is t P a rty  than in  
any w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tion  in  h is to ry . The 
m ore openly the bureaucra ts  announce th e ir  
apostasy and co n firm  i t  in  deeds, the deeper 
m ust th is  con trad ic tion  grow . The ranks of 
the C.P. co n tin u a lly  seethe w ith  d iscontent 
w hich is sm othered by repressions and expu l
sions, on ly  to b reak ou t afresh. B ro w d e r’s an
nouncem ent of a new purge of “ spies and 
w re cke rs " is e loquent tes tim ony to the in 
te rn a l c ris is  o f the p a rty . T h is  c ris is  is in  its  
whole essence a re flec tion  of the irre c o n c il
able c o n flic t between the asp ira tions and de
sires of the sham efu lly  deceived w orke rs  in  
the ranks and the bu reaucra ts ’ cold-blooded 
and de libe ra te  be traya l of the m ovem ent to 
the im p e ria lis t w a r m achine.

E xpuls ions take place con tinua lly . B u t due, 
I  th in k , in  la rge p a rt to the ineptness o f ou r 
w ork  and our lack  o f a p roper approach to  the 
S ta lin is t w orkers , too m any of them  s im p ly  
fa ll by the wayside in  d is illu s ionm en t and de
spa ir.

We m ust re-exam ine th is  question. We m ust 
learn  how to appeal to and reason w ith  the 
fo rm e r in  a fr ie n d ly  and com rade ly  m anner 
and denounce the la tte r  in  the tone they de
serve as be traye rs  o f th e ir  own m em bersh ip .

We m ust take though t once again of the ta c 
t ic  o f the un ited  fro n t. D id  i t  not serve in  its  
day as the best means o f separa ting  w orkers 
who asp ired to s trugg le  fo r  be tte r th ings fro m  
leaders who sabotaged and betrayed th a t 
strugg le?  W hy can i t  no t serve again  as a re v 
o lu tio na ry  weapon aga inst the m ost c o rru p t 
and consciously treacherous c lique o f leaders 
the h is to ry  of the la b o r m ovem ent has ever 
known, the fou l bureaucracy of S ta lin ism ?

B Y  P O P U LA R  D E M A N D ! Re
peat perfo rm ance o f “ B u ry  
the D ead,”  presented by the 
Thea tre  of Y ou th  a t the 
D owntown Labor Center, 51 
E ast 7th St.. Sat., June 24, 
9:30 P .M . D ancing, re fresh 
ments. S ubscrip tion 25c. A us
pices, Downtown B ranch.

Get Your APPEAL 
At the Newsstand

M ASS MEETING
Greet The Anti-War Convention of the Socialist Workers 

Party! Hear The Internationalist Position on War!
C ha irm an : JA M E S  P. CANNON

R eporte r fo r  the P o lit ic a l C om m ittee : M A X  SHAC HTM AN
Speakers: V. R. D U N N E  o f M inneapo lis . G EN O R A JOHNSON o f F lin t,  G LE N  

T R IM B L E  of San F ranc isco , G EO RG E C LA R K E  of D e tro it. R E U B E N  
P LA S K E T T  OF N E W A R K , N A T H A N  G O ULD , N a tiona l Secretary Y .P .S .L .

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 8 P.M.
Irving Plaza, Irving Place at 15th Street

A D M ISSIO N  25c



F R ID A Y , JU N E  23, 1939 S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L 4

S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L
Vol. H I, No. 44 June 23, 1939

H ublisheo  faotvt «< iot.uk by the 
S O C IA L IS T  A H iL A L  I 'C H L IS H IX C  ASS ’N  

a t IK» U n iv e rs ity  IMaoe. N ew  Y o rk , N . Y . 
T e lopho ne : A lg o n q u in  1-854T

S u b scrip tions : $2.0» per y e a r; $1.0» fo r  six m onths. Ken 
•i*:n: $.3.00 per year. $1..»- fo r  s i*  m ontits. Rnrulle o rd e r*  

vents per copy in the U n ited  S la te .-: 3 cents per copy i i . 
it «oretuu countries. S ingle cop ies: 3 cents.

im d M a n h a tta n  subscrip tions a re : $1.50 fo r  six 
< -*n th s : $3.on io r  one year.

Koentererl as second class m a tte r K obrua ry  16, 1939. a l 
«), post office a t New Y o rk . X Y „  under the Act o f M arch

1^79.“

/■ il¡ to r :
M A X  S H A C H T M A X  
Associate Militant:

H \H O L D  R O B E R T S  K K L IX  M ORROWMalt Mt m haw:
.M A N U B I i ( IA R U B T T  JO S E P H  H A NS BN

Business M a n a g e r:
J>. S T A N L E Y

y • _ ___________________ ;____________

FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent liv in g  fo r every w orke r.

>. Open the idle factories— operate them  undei 
w o rke rs ’ contro l.

!. A T w en ty -B illion  d o lla r Federa l pub lic  w orks 
and housing p rogram .

I. T h ir ty - th ir ty ! S30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour weekly m ax im um  fo r a ll w orkers  on 
a ll jobs.

T h ir ty  d o lla r weekly old-age and d isab ility  
pension.

ti. E xp rop ria te  the S ixty Fam ilies .

T. A ll w a r funds to the unemployed.

rt. A people's re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An independent Labor P a rty .

11. W orkers ' Defense Guards against v ig ilan te  
and Fascist a ttacks.

Attention, Briggs!
I t ’s a wise thing to read the press o f the ene

my regularly. You often find what he is th ink
ing of and planning.

The Annalist is a paper of the financial and 
industrial l;i ;wigs of the country. In its issue of 
June 1, 1939, it says:

"The Briggs strike may well prove to be a 
turning point for the better in automobile 
labor conditions. Reports from Detroit last 
week indicate that the motor and motor ac
cessory companies have decided the time has 
come ior a showdown. The manufacturers 
feel that they have the upper hand io r three 
reasons —  namely, the production season is 
drawing to a close, the unions are fighting 
each other, and the membership is discour
aged. The companies feel, therefore, that the 
time is ripe for concerted action and they do 
not propose to throw their op]>ortunity away."

The companies are not asleep. They are pre
paring to smash the unions— and to smash the 
none-too-wonderful standard o f living of the 
automobile workers.

Are the automobile workers thinking and 
planning as tar ahead as their laix>r-hatiug em
ployers ?

They should be. Especially when it is borne in 
mind that the power o f the organized workers 
in tne auto industry is tru.v invincible. The rc- 

.c.ent Briggs strike, which the Annalist attaches 
so much importance to. showed that the m ili
tancy which made auto workers' struggles so 
lamous, is still there. I f  it is not held hack, i f  it 
is not dampened, it is strong enough to beat 
down t..e resistance to labor progress oliered by 
l..c automobile barons.

Prepare for the fight. A li indications are that 
the snow-down is coming this fall. Let the auto 
workers present an iron front of solidarity and 
aggressiveness which w ill make the auto lords 
wisn they had never started the light!

The Silent Mayor
Daniel Webster Hoan is the Mayor of .Mil

waukee.
Daniel Webster I loan is also a "socialist’ '«— 

at least he’s a member of Norman Thomas' par
ty. A member o f its National Committee, also, 
and in general, its pride and joy.

The Milwaukee suburb o f West Allis lias been 
Lie scene in the past few days o f what the cap
italist press calls "lalior violence." Labor vio
lence, you understand, consists o f police club
bing, shooting and gassing striking workers, in 
this case,'striking automobile workers.

The sheriff o f Milwaukee is not a member of 
the Thomas-Hoan "Socialist Party.”  lHe is in 
charge o f the “ labor violence"— that is, he gives 
tne orders for the clubbing, shooting and gas 
sing o f the strikers who so insolently want a 
better wage and the recognition of their union.

According to the laws of the sovereign State 
or Wisconsin, we are given to understand, the 
Mayor of Mi.waukee has no control over the 
Sheri If.

But the laws o f Wisconsin say nothing, so 
far as we have been able to find out. about May
ors lx-in ■ compelled to stuff their mouths with 
hoi potatoes when a strike is gmng on. •

Mayor Iioan, right-w ing socialist, Friend of

Labor, nevertheless has his mouth filled with hot 
potatoes.

He can’t talk.
That's why a thorough examination o f the 

Milwaukee press during the whole period of 
brutal police action against the striking auto 
workers faiis to reveal a single word o f protest 
uttered by Mayor Hoan.

As we said, he can’t help it.
His mouth is full of hot potatoes.
But surely that's not the case w ith E V E R Y  

member of the Socialist party.

Friends of the Refugee
While hundreds of desperate Jewish refugees 

were clamoring in vain fo r permission to enter 
Cuba, one o f the daily papers o f Havana had the 
following comment to make:

“ But we now consider as just, very Cuban 
and very patriotic the inclination o f our peo
ple to demand the prohibition o f an overflow 
of immigration, because the wretched condi
tion o f our country and the great increase of 
unemployment cannot stand the addition of 
new masses of immigrants. I t  is very correct 
that the Cubans should demand not only pro
tection and the right to work upon our island 
but also that there should be rigorous meas
ures taken to prevent workers as well as em
ployers from penetrating into and swallowing 
up our exhausted sources o f production, la
bor, trade and employment. Hence we have 
supported and continue to support all expedi
ent measures that are adopted to restrict im

migration o f any class whatsoever. Basing 
ourse.ves on these premises, we understand 
that the government should close altogether 
the doors o f Cuba to all immigration that may 
come to Cuba.”

Where did this statement appear ?
In the daily newspaper. Hoy, of May 28, 

1939.
What is Hoy?
The daily newspaper of the Communist Party 

of Luba, section o f the Third  International, 
champion of democracy, freedom, progress, ene
my o f fascism and friend o f the refugee.

Stalin didn’t offer the refugees shelter.
The Stalinists here didn't call on Roosevelt to 

offer the refugees shelter.
The Cuban Stalinists merely played "Follow 

your leader.’ ’

Browderite Lies
From A pril 28 until today, the Daily Worker, 

has referred exactly twice to President Roose
velt's relief Inn get message to Congress of 
April 27. The first time was A pril 28, when 
under a very modest one-column head, it car
ried the United Press report on the issuance o f 
the message. Why a U.P. report, when there is 
a verv well-staffed Washington Bureau o f the 
Daily Worker? Because, dear reader, that gave 
the Roosevelt-worshipping Browderites an ex
cuse for making no comment on Roosevelt’s re- 
lief-slashing proposals.

During the ensuing two months, when the 
W .I ’.A. question was the most burning problem 
confronting the labor movement, the Daily 
Worker iicrcr once referred to Roosevelt’s A pril 
27 message which, please keep in mind, fixed 
funds for W.P.A. at $1,477,000,000, an amount 
perfectly, acceptable to the reactionary House 
and Senate appropriations committees.

A lte r the R<x>seve!t-Woodrum Starvation B ill 
passed t ie I louse Saturday by a vote o f 372-21 
-  -i.e., passed by the united vote o f the New 
Do.t.crs and the "Tories"— the Daily Worker 
correct y described it as a W.P.A.-wrecking 
measure. BUT called it a "T o ry  Relief Meas
ure". Only after thorough and diligent search, 
did we manage to fin 1. in the second section of 
tae June 18 Daily Worker, the second reference 
to Roosevelt's A p ril.27 relief message fixing the 
amount for W.P.A. The Daily W orker says:

" h  is also possible to see very clearly now, 
as tae t . l.O . and the Workers Alliance had 
pointed out ail along, that the President and 
i i advisors had made a strategic blunder in 
asking iqr only $1,477,000,000 for W .P.A.

"O f course, the President expects to ask for 
a deficiency grant later on, but in asking for 
an .»adequate appropriation now the reaction
aries got their chance to make a grand show 
o, generosity, by granting the budget estimate 
for W .P.A. and then concentrating their fire 
o i the structure and set-up o f work relief.”

The Stalinists lie. and they know they lie. 
T.iey ¡¡i r r r  pointed out am where that the presi
dent had “ made a strategic blunder,”  but on the 
contrary systematically concealed during these 
two crucial months that it was the president’s 
own figure. It was not a “ strategic blunder” , 
l.ut a deliberate destruction of W .P.A. in order 
to secure more funds for the president’s arma
ment program which the Stalinists also support. 
To say. “ o i course the president expects to ask 
foe a deficiency grant later on”  is a pure inven
tion o f the Stilinists. hacked by nothing but 
their fren ied desire to shield Roosevelt from 
t e hatred o f those whom he is starving. Delib
erately. cold-bloodedly, calculatedly, they lie and 
they know they lie. ,

Trying to Bring Idle Money, Idle 
Men Together by Mumbo Jumbo

Mead Bill Offers More Credit But There Is Plenty of Un
used Credit Lying Around— "Lending" Instead of "Spending" 
Scheme Hopeless because Wheels Won't Turn Without Profits

B ew ildered by the ever-con
tinu ing  economic c ris is , and 
d ism ayed by the effects w hich 
the c ris is  m ay have on 1940 
election prospects, the inner 
c irc le  o f Rooseveltians is  now 
bus ily  engaged in  try in g  to 
cook up a grandiose scheme 
w hich rev ives the ta tte red  g lo r
ies of New D ea lism . They are 
using the sessions o f the T em 
p o ra ry  N a tiona l E conom ic 
Council ( “ M onopoly C om m it
tee” ) as a m ed ium  fo r  devel
oping the “ theo ry ”  o f the 
scheme, and have a lready  be
gun the f i r s t  Congressional 
steps in  c a rry in g  i t  out.

The b r ig h t .young m en a t
tached to the M onopoly Com
m ittee , such as Isadore L ub in  
and Leon Henderson (the la tte r 
recen tly  p rom oted to the Secur
itie s  Exchange C om m iss ion), 
have suddenly discovered an 
am azing new tru th  w h ich  they 
passed on to the P resident, who 
used i t  in  a speech de live red  a 
few  weeks ago. The troub le  
w ith  the coun try , lo and behold, 
is th a t id le  ca p ita l and Id le men 
are s itt in g  a p a rt fro m  each 
o the r: the w ay to cure the 
troub le  is  to b rin g  id le  ca p ita l 
and id le  m en together aga in ! 
Th is  is ju s t about as illu m in a t
ing  as to say o f a m an dy ing  o f 
sm a llpox  th a t h is troub le  is be
ing  s ick and the w ay to cure 
h im  is to m ake h im  w e ll again. 
L E N D IN G  TO 
A VO ID  SPEN D IN G

Since p riva te  en terprise  
doesn't seem to be ge tting  ve ry  
fa r  in  b rin g in g  about the  wed
d ing o f id le  ca p ita l and id le  
men, the beneficent F edera l 
G overnm ent w il l  step in  to 
s tim u la te  the process. The gov
e rnm en t w il l  in s titu te  a g igan
tic  d ire c t and in d ire c t “ lend
in g  p ro g ra m ” . E v e ry th in g  w il l  
be solved, and a t the same 
tim e  the governm ent can obey 
the T o rie s ’ com m and to cu t

down on the "spend ing  p ro 
g ra m ” .

Appearing  before the M onop
o ly  C om m ittee, M a rr in e r  S. Ec- 
cles, who has a lw ays been the 
a d m in is tra tio n ’s ch ie f advocate 
o f pum p p r im in g  and expan
s ion ist m oney polic ies, p ro 
posed th a t the governm ent 
should set up w ha t would 
am ount to a new bank w hich 
w ould loan m oney a t low  rates 
of in te re s t to  corpora tions, 
States and m u n ic ip a lit ie s  fo r 
p roductive  enterprises.

Th is  idea is no t m eeting w ith  
m uch fa vo r fro m  the p riva te  
banks who see In  i t  a com pe ti
to r in  th e ir  m onopoly rig h ts  fo r  
exacting  usury  fro m  the nation. 
H owever, the E cc les ’ tes tim ony 
was p a rt o f a bu ild-up, and not 
m eant fo r  im m ed ia te  action ; 
the p lan is  to re tu rn  to the idea 
nex t year, in  the pre-e lection 
period.
S TA R TIN G  T H E  
B A L L  R O LL IN G

M eanw hile , a m ore modest 
p a rt o f the scheme has been 
embodied in  a b il l  w h ich has 
been in troduced in  the Senate 
by the Roosevelt henchm an. 
Mead of New Y o rk . The Mead 
B il l  w ould not p rovide d ire c t 
loans fro m  the governm ent to 
business, b u t w ould In s titu te  a 
governm enta l guarantee o f 90% 
o f loans, up to $1,000,000, made 
to a business by p riva te  banks. 
The p lan  here is s im ila r  to the 
H .O .L.C . guarantees o f m o r t
gage loans, app lied in  the new 
instance to the presum ed re 
qu irem ents o f the re la tiv e ly  
sm a lle r corpora tions—-what are 
re fe rre d  to as " l i t t le  business” .

The M ead B il l  meets w ith  
m uch m ore fa v o r fro m  the 
banks than the E cc les ' Idea; 
a fte r a ll, w ha t i t  am ounts to  is 
s im p ly  a governm enta l guaran
tee of bank p ro fits . The on ly 
serious c r it ic is m  made so fa r  
is th a t they w ant the guaran
tee to extend to 100% o f the

loan instead o f 90%, and the 
B il l  m ay be changed to m eet 
th is  ob jection.
W H AT IS  W RONG 
W IT H  T H E  SCHEM E

H owever, the supposition 
th a t any such m easures as 
these could have any s ig n if i
can t e ffec t upon the na tiona l 
economy is ju s t one m ore  fa n 
tas tic  d ream  o f the b r ig h t 
young men. There is no lack  of 
c re d it in  the coun try . On the 
co n tra ry , the re  are b illio n s  and 
b illions  o f do lla rs  o f po ten tia l 
c re d it ready fo r use a t the  eas
iest and m ost generous te rm s. 
The troub le  Is tha t, w ith in  the 
s tra lt ja c k e t o f dec lin ing  cap i
ta lism , there are no p ro fita b le  
fie lds  o f Investm ent fo r  the 
c re d it. M aking  s t i l l  m ore  c red 
i t  ava ilab le , on w hatever 
te rm s, w il l  not increase an io ta  
the p ro fita b le  fie lds  o f invest
m ent, and consequently w il l  no t 
solve any of the unde rly ing  d if 
ficu ltie s .

A t most, the Mead B il l  m ig h t 
please a few  of the  sm a lle r bus
inessmen who are being trea ted  
bad ly by the b ig  banks — and 
th is  is perhaps its  m a in  p u r
pose. The a d m in is tra tio n  is 
once again m ak ing  a d rive  to 
en lis t the support o f " l i t t le  bus
iness”  and lig h t in d u s try , as 
shown not m e re ly  by the M ead 
B il l  its e lf bu t by such events as 
Roosevelt’s fla tte r in g  speech to 
the na tiona l conference o f re 
ta ile rs , where he p u t fo rw a rd  
the u tte r ly  absurd theo ry  th a t 
the key to p ro sp e rity  is  to be 
found in  the l ig h t and consum er 
goods indus tries  ra th e r than in 
the ca p ita l and heavy goods in 
dustries.

The W ar Deal has d e fin itive ly  
replaced the N ew D eal. And the 
sporad ic e ffo rts  to rev ive  the 
b rave  young days o f N ew D ea l
ism  fo r  1940 e lection purposes 
are a ll o f them  destined to the 
m ost grotesque and d ism a l fa il-

Equipped with Diplomas, School 
Graduates Join Lines of Jobless

By TO N Y C H APM AN
The v a i n ,  hea rtb reak ing  

search fo r a job  in  a land th a t 
a lready has th irteen  m illio n  
jobless m en and women, m any 
of them  young people, is today 
on the c u rr ic u lu m  fo r  hundreds 
of thousands o f young gradu
ates leav ing  school.

Leav ing  his clo istered, iv y 
laden co lleg ia te  o r h igh  school 
sanctuary  and a rm ed w ith  
no th ing m ore substan tia l than 
a b e a u tifu lly  engraved sheep
skin , a ttes ting  to his p ro fic ie n 
cy in  the a rts  and sciences, the 
young graduate has before h im  
the sole prospect o f in te g ra tin g  
h im se lf, not in  business, in  the 
professions o r in  in d u s try , but 
in  the ranks o f the unem ployed. 
T h a t is the fac t, illu s tra te d  by 
the h is to ry  o f previous g radu 
a ting  classes since 1929.

B u t the young graduate, 
hopeful and ready to m ake a 
place fo r  h im se lf, the p ride  o f 
his parents who have sacrificed  
so m uch to send h im  th rough 
school, is th is  m onth also the 
v ic tim  of soothing lia rs . Teach
ers and preachers, pedagogues 
and demagogues, magnates 
and mountebanks are in  sea
son, going about the d ir ty  bus
iness of bu ild ing  in the m inds 
of these young people a host of 
im possib le illus ions. Just lis ten 
to some of them  a t the com 
m encem ent exercises!
T H E  W ISE M E N  
SPE A K  TO YO U TH

George B a rton  Cutten, p res i
dent of Colgate U n ive rs ity , on 
June 11 to ld 220 seniors: "T he  
w orld  is s t i l l  ho ld ing  its  crow n 
of o lives before the young men. 
D on’t  you see them  and can ’t  
you d iscover the roads tha t 
lead to them ?”  N ot o live 
leaves, G .B.C ., bu t o live  o il!

Speaking a t the U n ive rs ity  of 
New H am psh ire  com m ence
m ent, Nelson A ld r ich  Rocke
fe lle r. of not unknown pedi
gree: “ We cannot re t ire  fro m  
the crow d and le t the next fe l
low bear the burden .”  W hat, 
p ray , is M r. R ocke fe lle r’s b u r
den? He never w orked a day 
in  his expensive life , except 
when he persp ired  rubbing 
down a polo- pony.

A t U nion College in  Schenec
tady, W a lte r S. G iffo rd  to ld  the 
g radua ting  class: “ I t  is the 
lack of m a te ria l w ell-being 
w h ich  is the cause of m ost of 
the w ars, the revo lu tions and 
the unrest w ith in  n a tio n s ." You 
said it .  M r. G iffo rd . When are 
you, as p res ident o f the A m e ri
can Telephone and Telegraph 
Com pany, going to p e rm it your 
em ployes to Join unions and

get decent wages in  o rder to 
a tta in  the leve l o f "m a te r ia l 
w e ll-be ing ” ?
* P res iden t P au l D . Moody 

to ld  the class a t M idd lebu ry  
College th a t the present gener
a tion ’s increas ing  search fo r 
co m fo rt and ease w ould make 
them  a ll soft. T o , avoid th is , 
we m ig h t begin by having 
Moody g ive  up the p re x y ’s 
m ansion, h is servants, his car

Roosevelt Men Jam 
Bill Wrecking W.P.A. 
Through House

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
On the basic question, the 

am ount o f funds fo r  W .P .A ., 
there  was no con troversy, fo r 
Roosevelt had nam ed the f ig 
ure, his lieu tenan ts  had lined  
up his forces, and a ll the w orst 
reactionaries  had to do was fo l
low  behind Roosevelt.

The so-called C asey-M urray 
B il l,  p rov id ing  fo r 3 m illio n  
W .P.A. jobs by a proposed ap
p rop ria tion  o f $2,250,000, was 
m e re ly  presented in  the fo rm  
of an am endm ent to the Roose- 
velt-W oodrum  B il l,  i f  one could 
describe i t  as "p resen ted ”  a t 
a ll. R epresentative Casey, a 
Roosevelt fo llow er h im se lf, 
whose speech a t the W orkers 
A lliance  “ R ig h t to W ork ’ ’ Con
gress recen tly  was one long 

1 hym n o f pra ise to Roosevelt, 
! had no stom ach to f ig h t fo r a 
1 proposal counter to th a t in it i-  
I ated by Roosevelt. N e ithe r he, 
j nor the W orkers A lliance , had 

made any serious e ffo rt to line 
up votes fo r his proposal. T ied  
hand and foot to Roosevelt, 
they made the gesture fo r  the 
record, the proposal was 
howled down by the House in 
tw o m inutes, and Roosevelt’s 
fig u re  preva iled .
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I and his kennels and stables, 
j D r. H a rry  W oodburn Chase,
| chance llo r o f New Y o rk  U n i

ve rs ity , to ld  4,636 graduates: 
"W e m ust accept the d isc i
p lines o f dem ocracy as w e ll as 
its  freedom s.”  One o f the fo r th 
com ing d isc ip lines o f A m erican  
dem ocracy, M r . Chase m ig h t 
have m entioned, is d isc ip line  in  
U ncle  Sam ’s uniform

E d w in  A rden Jew el, a r t c r i t 
ic  fo r the New Y o rk  T im es, to ld  
the g radua ting  class a t Y a le  
U n iv e rs ity ’s School o f F ine  
A rts , “ The a r t is t  is being lif te d  
ou t o f the re la tiv e ly  sm a ll lu x 
u ry  c lass.”  And being dum ped 
in to  the ranks  of the unem 
ployed, as w itness the Congres
sional e lim in a tio n  o f the Fed
e ra l thea tre  and o ther a r t  p ro j
ects.
A N  H ONEST ADDRESS 
A T  C O M M E N C E M E N T

I t  is  h igh  tim e  the sugar 
ceased to flo w . I t  is  h igh  tim e  
also th a t an honest m an was 1 
p e rm itte d  to address a gradu-1 
a ting  class. Im ag ine  the sp e c -1 
tac le  of an unem ployed w orke r 
a ris in g  to address the class of 
’39!

S tanding beneath a violet, 
tr im m e d  w hite  m arquee and 
flanked on both sides by the 
ca re fu lly  preserved w ives of 
the U n iv e rs ity ’s B oard  o f D i
rectors, ou r unem ployed w o rk 
er m igh t begin w ith  the s to ry  
of the Apple Days o f 1930-1932, 
of the H unger M arches to 
W ashington and the Anacostia 
m assacre of the unem ployed 
veterans, of the prom ised H a l
cyon days w ith  Roosevelt and 
his abrogation of the p rom ise ; 
o f 23 m illio n s  of men and wo
men and th e ir ch ild ren , cold 
and hungry , underfed and un
clothed, the v ic tim s  of Roose
v e lt ’s re lie f-slashes, the v ic 
tim s  as w e ll o f s ix ty  Bourbon 
fa m ilie s  fo r  whose p ro fits  these 
m illio n s  go ill-housed, ill-fed , 
ill-c lo thed . O ur unem ployed 
w o rke r in  his com m encem ent 
address would te ll how w orkers 
in the re ign  o f Roosevelt were 
shot down a t the gates o f fa c 
to ries  when a ll they demanded 
was union recognition.

O ur unem ployed w o r k e r  
would end w ith  a message o f 
hope to the graduates. He 
w ould te ll them  th a t they w ill 
find  secu rity  on ly  when they 
are ready to fig h t fo r  th e ir  
needs, when they are ready to  
un ite  w ith  em ployed and un
em ployed w orkers  a like  in  the 
com ing s trugg les fo r  a job  and 
a decent l iv in g  fo r  everybody. 
A ny th ing  else said on com 
m encem ent day d u ring  these 
tim es is a lie  and a fra u d .

■ - X

T h e i r  By James Burnham

Government
A ccord ing  to the provis ions of the C onstitu tion, 

i t  is the function  exc lus ive ly  o f the leg is la tive  a rm  
o f the Federa l governments—th a t is, o f Congress— 
to app ropria te  m oney. The executive a rm  o f the 
governm ent— th a t is, the P res ident and h is sub
ord ina tes—has charge o f spending the m oney, bu t 
cannot app rop ria te  it .  I t  is p a rt o f the C onstitu tion
al task o f the executive, how ever, to p repare  and 
subm it to Congress the governm enta l budget, 
w h ich  includes the proposals of the executive  fo r 
appropria tions. F ro m  a C onstitu tiona l po in t of 
v iew . Congress m ay vote the budget as subm itted , 
o r m ay m od ify  i t  in  any w ay i t  chooses. The bud
get is ca lcu la ted  on the basis o f a “ fis ca l y e a r”  
beginning J u ly  1st o f each ca lendar year and end
ing June 30th o f the subsequent ca lendar year.

About two months ago, P res iden t Roosevelt, to  a 
special message, subm itted  to Congress h is  p ro 
posed to ta l F edera l re lie f budget fo r  the fis ca l 
yea r beg inn ing J u ly  1st, 1939. I t  is abso lu te ly  es
sen tia l th a t every  w o rke r, especia lly  eve ry  unem 
ployed w orke r, should understand th a t th is  re lie f 
budget was the p roduct so le ly  o f Roosevelt and his 
appointed subordinates in  the executive b ranch o f 
the governm ent. Congress had no th ing  w hatever to 
do w ith  it .  Congress does no t en ter in to  the p ic tu re  
u n til a fte r the budget is proposed. F o r eve ry th ing  
in , o r out o f, the o r ig in a l budget, Roosevelt and 
Roosevelt alone is responsible.

Who Leads the Drive Against 
the Unemployed?

In  his re lie f budget, Roosevelt proposed a to ta l 
re lie f a pp rop ria tion  fo r  the yea r beg inn ing Ju ly  1st 
o f $1,760,000,000. About $300,000,000 o f th is  was to 
go to co m p a ra tive ly  m in o r, though im p o rta n t, un
de rtak ings such as N Y A . F o r the m a jo r and de
c is ive  fede ra l re lie f a c tiv ity . W .P .A ., Roosevelt 
proposed e xa c tly  $1,477,000,000. R em em ber: th is  
is R oosevelt’s fig u re , no t the f ig u re  of Congress.

Th is  sum, proposed by Roosevelt, is m ore than 
$800,000,000 less than W .P .A . was a llo tted  du ring  
the fis ca l year now ending. I t  p e rm its  a m ax im um  
average of around 2,000,000 on W .P .A . ro lls  du ring  
the nex t year, as aga inst an average of around 
3,000,000 du ring  the c u rre n t year.

There is now going on in  Congress a com plica ted  
f ig h t over the re lie f b ill.  Some o f the issues in  th is  
f ig h t are o f considerable s ign ificance  to the unem 
ployed—ch ie f am ong them , perhaps, provisions 
th a t w ould a u to m a tica lly  drop anyone, who had 
been on the ro lls  continuously fo r e ighteen m onths 
or m ore and anyone who had “ subversive ideas”  
about the governm ent—b u t m ost o f them  are t r iv 
ia l.

There is no im p o rta n t f ig h t a t a ll on the po in t 
w hich is so basic th a t i t  com p le te ly  overshadows 
a ll the res t: on the size of the W .P .A . a pp rop ria 
tion.

In  the House of R epresentatives, no t one single 
m em ber, e ithe r in  com m ittee  or on the flo o r, has 
proposed the cu t o f a s ingle d o lla r in the P res i
den t’s figu re .

H ow  can th is  be? W hat has happened to the 
“ cham pions of econom y” , to the b itte r  enemies of 
the P resident, to a ll the Tories and righ t-w ingers?

The answer is s im p le : the P res iden t took the 
leadersh ip  in  the d rive  aga inst the unem ployed. 
He proposed a cu t in  W .P .A . fa r  m ore d ra s tic  than 
any of his so-called T o ry  opponents w ould have 
dared to propose. He took th e ir  b rea th  aw ay. W ith  
such a slash a lready  conta ined in  Roosevelt’s bud
get. there  was, on the basic question, no th ing  fu r 
the r fo r  even the b itte re s t re a c tio n a ry  to suggest.

How Can the Unemployed Fight?
W hat I  have exp la ined is so s im p le  th a t a sm a ll 

ch ild  can understand i t .  I t  is no t an “ in te rp re ta 
tio n ”  o r “ guess”  on m y  p a r t :  i t  is  a c le a r d ire c t 
fa c t. No one has to take  m y w ord fo r  it .  I t  is  p a r t 
of the pub lic  record.

B u t open and s im p le  as th is  tru th  is, i t  is  being 
de libe ra te ly  hidden fro m  the w orke rs  o f th is  coun
try . I t  is being hidden by the S ta lin is ts  and b y  the 
labor o ffic ia ldom s. They hide i t  because in  th e ir  
po litics  they are com m itted  to support o f Roose
ve lt. They m ust the re fo re  lie  to the w o rke rs , a t
te m p t to m ake the w orkers  believe th a t no t Roose
v e lt bu t Congress o r R epublicans or ’ ’conserva tive  
D e m ocra ts " are alone responsible fo r  the d rive  
aga inst the unem ployed, and th a t Roosevelt is  the 
fr ie n d  o f the unem ployed.

No lie  could be baser, m ore treacherous.
N ot only does th is  lie  hide a tru th  w h ich  eve ry  

w orke r has a r ig h t and du ty  to know. Th is  l ie  p re 
vents the unem ployed fro m  s tru g g lin g  aga inst the 
re lie f cuts. I t  is because the w orke rs  s t i l l  believe 
th is  lie  th a t there  has been up to the present no 
e ffec tive  strugg le  aga inst the cu ts ; and there w iir  
not be u n til the w orkers stop be liev ing  the lie .

You cannot f ig h t aga inst the cuts when you pu t 
your re liance on the m an who is c h ie fly  respon
sib le fo r m ak ing  them , who is the leader in  p ro ; 
posing them  and c a rry in g  them  through . Is n ’t  
th a t the m ost obvious com m on sense?

The unem ployed have lost the f i r s t  b ig  round. 
By a ll signs, the W .P .A . slash is going th rough  a t 
R oosevelt’s fig u re . I t  w ould have been another 
s to ry  i f  there had been a w idespread, m ilita n t, 
m ass-action f ig h t by the unem ployed. Roosevelt 
and Congress are in  the la s t ana lysis contem ptib le  
cow ards: they dare to p u t th rough  the slash on ly  
because they do not have to face re a l resistance.

B u t the m a tte r w il l  not be closed when the b ill 
is signed. A Roosevelt c u t has the same e ffec t on 
the food supp ly o f the unem ployed as a T o ry  cut., 
You can ’t  ea t p ink  s lips, even when they are 
signed by R oosevelt's a dm in is tra to rs .

W hat o f the nex t round? W ill the lie  o f B row der 
and Lew is continue to strang le  the unemployed? 
O r are the unem ployed ready to cast o ff th a t lie , 
once and fo r  a ll?

C orde ll H u ll w rite s  to Senator P ittm a n  rega rd 
ing  the w a r danger: “ O ur purpose m us t be, a t a ll 
tim es, to endeavor to fos te r th a t state o f re la tions 
among, nations w h ich  w il l  m a in ta in  the fa b r ic  of 
w o rld  peace. In  pursuance o f th a t a im  we have 
done, and m us t do, e ve ry th ing  possible w ith in  the 
l im its  o f ou r tra d it io n a l po licy  o f non-invo lvem ent 
in overseas a ffa irs .”  T h a t tra d it io n  died one deatn 
a t T r ip o li in  1804; another in  Japan in  1854; an
o ther a t M an ila  in  1898; another in  China in  1900; 
s t i l l  another in  F rance  in  1917. T h a t po licy  is  as 
dead as you r m em ory, M r . Dodo H u ll.

*  *  ♦

C U LT U R E  N O T E : One o f D o ro thy  L a m o u r’s 
sarongs is in the Los Angeles M useum  o f H is to ry , 
S c ience , and A r t,  along w ith  C harley  C hap lin ’s  
shoes and some o f M a ry  P ic k fo rd ’s cu rls .
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