
W h o  Is Coughlin, 
W hat Is His Program, 
How Did He Rise?

Aided by Big Business, America’s 
Number One Fascist Rose from 
Obscurity to Lead a Movement

______________ _ _  By JOSEPH H A N S E N --------------------------------

IN S T A L L M E N T  H I

Coughlin Opposes Social Security
Yes, Coughlin is thoroughly devoted to capitalism. He 

opposes capitalism granting even the slightest concession 
to labor.

To guarantee food and clothing to a laboring man and 
his family when some sordid capitalist throws him out of 
a job would threaten the capitalist structure Father Cough
lin thinks!

“ S tudying i t  (the Social S ecurity  A c t) closely, one d is
covers th a t bas ica lly  i t  is soc ia lis tic  in  its  conception and 
a im s. I t  is soc ia lism  of the old school; soc ia lism  th a t 
o ffe rs a rem edy m ore d isastrous than the threatened 
e v il; socia lism  th a t demands we take fro m  those who 
have and give to those who have n o t.”  (Social Justice, 
O ctober 17, 1938.)

In the same editorial he advocates giving everyone an 
“ annual living wage" instead o f Social Security.

What Father Coughlin considers an “ annual living 
wage”  in dollars he does not state. It must be less than 
social security to gain his approval!

And what would be wrong with giving a decent annual 
living wage (not less than $2,500 at present cost o f living) 
and Social Security? A  labor government could easily ob
tain that as a minimum for the workers in the richest land 
on the face o f the earth.

Coughlin Favors Regimentation of Labor
The industrial barons have long been struggling to en

act changes into the Wagner Act which would benefit them. 
Coughlin backs up the changes they want. There must be 
“ no conflict’’ between labor and the employers, Coughlin 
says. “ National unity ’’ is what he wants.

“ M ake the U n ited  States D epa rtm ent of Labo r a rea l 
pow er. L e t i t  take  over the functions o f co llec tive  b a r
ga in ing—the functions w hich the A m erican  Federa tion  
o f Labo r is now try in g  to fu l f i l l .  L e t i t  supp lan t the 
A. F . of L . e n tire ly .”  ( In te rv ie w  published in  the D e tro it 
T im es, O ctober 10, 1934.)

Does this sound like giving labor the right to organize? 
W hat Coughlin advocates in the quotation above is exactly 
what Mussolini and H itle r advocated and what they put 
into effect.

Concentration camps, forced labor, prisons, starvation, 
endless hours for labor— this is what Father Coughlin’s 
plan means.

Father Coughlin Favors War
Father Coughlin claims that he is opposed to war. But 

close attention to his words shows that he is opposed only 
to war against Germany and Italy at the present time. And 
even on this point he w ill shift quickly enough when the 
war actually breaks. He supported Roosevelt’s war pro
gram once before. I t  w ill not be difficult for him to flop 
back again during the war hysteria and cry sternly over 
his network: “ Roosevelt’s W ar or R u in !”

There is no dearth of statements he has made on this 
point too, disclosing his real. views.

On January 19, 1930, in the discourse entitled “ Christ 
or the Red Fog,”  Coughlin attacked a Milwaukee students’ 
conference fo r adopting a resolution opposing war. He 
condemned the students because :

“ They are u n w illin g  to assist in  b u ild ing  up a be tte r navy 
and a stronger a rm y  to p ro tec t a coun try  where C h ris t is 
s t i l l  a K in g .”  (F a th e r C harles E . Coughlin, p. 68.)

Coughlin is not less devoted to capitalism and private 
property than Roosevelt. ¡He too wants a big navy and a 
big army. He too wants unemployed youth marching be
hind bayonets.

The Fine Art of Jew-Baiting
So incensed are the American workers at the unparal

leled brutality with which H itle r has persecuted the Jews, 
and so great has been the wave o f sympathy fo r them that 
Coughlin has attempted to deny that he is a Jew-baiter.

“ We disavow  a ll p a rtic ip a tio n  w ith  those who hate 
Jews because they are Jews. . . .”  (Social Justice, M ay 1, 
1939.) “ I f  and when anti-S em itism  shows its  ug ly  head 
here, I  sha ll be the f irs t ,  w ith o u t hope o f rece iv ing  rew ard  
to condemn i t  both by voice and deed.”  (R eprin ted  in 
Social Justice, M ay 1, 1939.)

But a fascist movement i f  it is to be successful must 
have a scapegoat on whom the frenzied masses can vent 
their rage in place o f the capitalists who deserve it. (N atu
rally the capitalists pay well for this service.) And so 
Coughlin too must have a scapegoat. Coughlin like H itler 
and Mussolini has selected the Jew for his scapegoat.

In order to maintain that he is not anti-Semitic, he 
divides Jews into two categories. Five per cent of them are 
religious, he postulates. This five per cent he favors— and 
i f  they are ever persecuted, he declares, you w ill find him 
in their front ranks! The other ninety-five per cent, he 
says, are not religious. They are communists, socialists, 
atheists, international bankers, and dealers in gold. In fact 
Father Coughlin does not pause at words far more lurid 
than these in marking the Jews for victims on the reeking 
altar of capitalism.

A t the very height of H itle r’s persecution o f the Jews, 
when the whole world watched horrified, and even reaction
aries scurried to place themselves on record as opposing 
this persecution, Father Coughlin defended H itle r’s bloody 
pogrom and attacked the Jewish victims. (Radio speech, 
November 20, 1938.)
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Organized Labor Stages G reat 
Comeback In Minneapolis Elections

New W orld  W ar Crisis B reaking  
On European and A sia tic  Fronts

------------  • ----------------------------------------------------<s> _______

Labor Candidates 
Poll Huge V ote

Shows Labor Has Reformed Political Ranks 
Since Gubernatorial Defeat— Several Can
didates on Labor Slate Elected

(S pecia l to  the  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)

M IN N E A P O L IS , June 13— Organized labor made a great 
comeback in Monday's city elections, almost but not quite 
wiping out the crushing advances made by the Republican 
machine eight months ago.

T. A. Eide, the labor candidate fo r mayor, received 74,962 
votes, losing by only 7,257 to the incumbent. Mayor Leach.

The extraordinary significance of this vote can be under
stood by comparing it to the gubernatorial elections eight 
months ago, when Farmer-Labor Governor Benson lost to 
the Republican Stassen by over 250,000 votes in the state, 

---------------------------------------with comparable figures for

Roosevelt 
Offers 
Jobless 
22c a Day

Congress Committee 
Accepts Bill Lopping 
Billion from W.P.A.

$1.57 per week is enough 
for any unemployed person to 
eat, house, drink and be mer
ry— so says President Roose
velt and so say after him the 
reactionary members o f the 
House Appropriations Sub
committee.

Twenty-two cents a day for 
all the needs of a human be
ing ! That is the concrete, hor
rible meaning o f the 1940 re
lief bill introduced Wednes
day into Congress by the 
House Appropriations Sub
com m ittee , em bodying t h e  
m ain  recom m endations on re 
lie f made by P res ident Roose
ve lt in  his A p r il 27 re lie f m es
sage to Congress. ,

The S ub-com m ittee ’s b ill ac
cepted R oosevelt’s proposed 
figu re  fo r W .P .A. fo r the fisca l 
year w hich begins J u ly  1: 
$1,477,000,000, w hich is fa r  m ore 
than a b illio n  do lla rs  less than 
the am ount a llo tted  to the 
W .P.A. in  the c u rre n t year, 
w h ich  was $2,539,805,000. B y 
R oosevelt’s own com puta tion , 
the m ost his fig u re  would p e r
m it  is a to ta l o f 2,000,000 W .P .A . 
jobs du ring  the year beg inn ing 
J u ly  1—500,000 few er jobs than 
those ac tua lly  w o rk ing  on 
W .P .A . today, and 1,350,000 
few er than were w o rk ing  in 
N ovem ber, 1938. Im m e d ia te ly  
a fte r being re-elected, Roose
v e lt s ta rted  the W .P .A . slashes 
w h ich  he s t i l l  continues ever 
fu r th e r.

The A m erican  Association 
of Social W orkers, a u th o rita 
tive  professiona l body o f pe r
sons engaged in  re lie f m anage
m ent, on M ay 31 issued a re 
p o rt th a t 23,000 persons in - th is  
coun try  were dependent on re 
lie f, and th a t $3.59 o f W .P .A. 
Federa l funds were being ex
pended fo r every  d o lla r spent 
by loca l re lie f agencies. On th is  
basis, a ll re lie f, W .P .A . and lo- 
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Repression of w o rk ing  class 
m ilita n ts  continues in  F rance 
w ith  unabated fu ry . L a te s t in  
a series of persecutions d ire c t
ed aga inst those revo lu tion is ts  
who conduct consistent an ti
w ar a c tiv itie s , is the “ p reven
tive  a rre s t”  o f com rade S chm it, 
a young F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l
is t. R iga l and Steve whose 
“ preven tive  a rre s ts ”  have a l
ready been reported  in  the A p
peal have not ye t been re
leased. No exp lana tion  o f the 
a rrests has been g iven by the 
D a lad ie r governm ent w h ich  
acted under the an ti-labo r de
cree laws.

The a rre s t of Steve, R iga l 
and S chm it fo r  th e ir a n ti-m ili
ta ry  ag ita tion  is on ly the most 
f la g ra n t of m any instances of 
repression. Thousands o f w o rk 
ers are s t i l l  in  ja i l  fo r  th e ir 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the N ovem ber 
30 genera l s tr ike . M any w o rk 
ing-class ed ito rs have been im 
prisoned, th e ir  papers seized.

Japanese Challenge 
British for Suprem
acy in China

W ar th is  sum m er is the p re 
d ic tion  c f some, the . fe a r of 
m any. The renewed c ris is  is 
b reak ing  sim u ltaneously on two 
fron ts—-Central Europe and the 
F a r E ast.

These re cu rr in g  crises are 
re a lly  p a rt of one perm anent 
and continuous c ris is  th a t w ill 
be w ith  us u n til the gangster- 
im p e ria lis ts  in  London, P a ris , 
W ashington, Rome, Tokyo, and 
B e rlin  reso rt f in a lly  to a rm s in 
a general w ar.

The developm ents in  the F a r 
E a s t revolve around a d ire c t 
Japanese challenge to B r ita in  
fo r suprem acy in  China. De
sp ite  the apparen tly  broad 
sweep of its  m ili ta ry  v ic to ries ,

B y a rres ting  Steve, R iga l and 
S chm it w ithou t any specific  
p re te x t or charge the govern
m ent has however added a 
new w rin k le  to its  methods of 
suppression.

A ll W orkers A ffected
Appealing to a ll w ork ing- 

class organizations to take ac
tion  aga inst the a rrests, the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  in 
F rance po in t out th a t “ the 
question w hich poses its e lf fo r 
these three com rades today 
m ay be posed fo r thousands of 
others to m o rro w .”  They fu r th e r 
po in t out th a t w h ile  w ork ing- 
class ed ito rs  have been hound
ed, and scores o f m ilita n ts  
tnrow n in to  ja il ,  the fascists 
are p e rm itte d  to act free ly  
w ithou t le t or h indrance.

The newspaper of the F eder
ation of Technic ians, to w hich 
o rgan iza tion  Steve belonged, 
published an appeal in  its  M ay 
issue ca llin g  fo r his release.

the Japanese d rive  fo r  robber 
conquest of China has ac tua lly  
been sta lem ated. Econom ic and 
financ ia l weapons w ielded by 
Japan ’s B r itis h  and A m erican  
and F rench r iv a ls  have co n tr ib 
uted a lm ost as m uch to th is 
s ta lem ate as the continu ing  
dogged resistance o f the Chin
ese a rm y  in the w estern p ro v 
inces and the g u e rr illa  forces 
th roughout the conquered te r 
r ito ry .

M ake Scant Headway
Unable to “ p a c ify ”  the land 

over-run  by its  a rm ies, the Jap
anese have been unable to 
m ake serious headway in  ex
p lo itin g  the fru its  of th e ir con
quest. E spec ia lly  in  the mone
ta ry  fie ld , the B r itis h  have em 
ployed the weapons o f th e ir 
superio r economic resources to 
block Japan ’s a ttem pts to 
flo a t a stable cu rrency  capable 
o f com peting w ith  the Chinese 
d o lla r, w h ich  has been kep t 
bolstered up by an exchange 
s tab iliza tion  fund m anipu la ted  
by the B r itis h  banks. (The re 
cent drop in  the Chinese do lla r 
exchange ra te  was a m an ipu 
lated p ro fit- ta k in g  m aneuver 
th a t revealed the ex ten t of 
B r it is h  f in a n c ia l con tro l.)

The issue o f the fo re ign  con-

S.U.P. BUCKS 
GOVERNMENT 
HIRING HALLS

The showdown fig h t between 
the Sailors U nion o f the P a c ific  
and the U.S. M a r it im e  C om m is
sion is s t i l l  going on fu ll b last 
a t Seattle, W ashington, where 
the com m ission is v a in ly  a t
tem p ting  to get one of its  ships 
equipped and loaded.

A sa ilo rs and fire m e n ’s p ick 
et line a t the S.S. Coldbrook is 
being supported by team sters, 
longshoremen and tra inm en .

Longshorem en sent to load 
the ship and team sters fo r 
w ard ing  fre ig h t have refused 
to go th rough the p icke t line.

A tra in load  o f logs a rr ive d  
on f la t  cars, bu t tra in m e n  re 
fused to d rive  the tra in  through 
the p icke t line .

(Continued on Page 8)

Blockaded Tientsin  
Forces Far Eastern 
Control Issue

cessions in  the Chinese tre a ty  
ports is being forced in  a h igh 
ly  spectacu lar m anner. The in 
te rna tiona l area a t Am oy, south 
China port, and the B r it is h  and 
F rench  concessions a t T ien ts in , 
are being blockaded by Japan
ese forces. The Japanese have 
made i t  obvious th a t they are 
a im ing  a t the same tim e  at the 
in te rna tiona l area of Shanghai, 
ch ie f s tronghold o f the w ea lth  
of Japan 's im p e ria lis t r iv a ls , 
B r ita in , the U n ited  States, and 
F rance. T h a t in  the course of 
the present c ris is  the Japanese 
w il l  extend the offensive to 
Shanghai is a foregone conclu
sion.

A sweeping purge of the 
ranks and especia lly the lead
ersh ip  of the C om m unist p a rty  
in  th is  coun try  — a purge as 
thorough-going and v ic ious as 
those conducted by S ta lin  in  the 
Soviet U nion—is now being con
ducted under the d irec tion  of 
C hie f S ta lin is t C om m issar E a r l 
B row der, p a rty  general secre
ta ry , accord ing to his own an
nouncement.

The news of the purge is con
ta ined in  the te?ct of a repo rt 
de livered by B row der on M ay 
6 to 8, 1939, a t a m eeting in  
New Y o rk  of the N a tiona l Com
m ittee  of the C om m unist 
P a rty .

A lthough the te x t o f the re 
p o rt as o rig in a lly  p rin ted  in  the 
D a ily  W orker de libe ra te ly  
om its  any reference to the 
purge and the d iscontentm ent 
among the ranks o f the m em 
bership, i t  is  contained in  de
ta i l  in  the te x t of the re p o rt as 
published by “ W orkers L ib ra ry

MARTIN STRIKE 
IS DESPERATE 
FACTIONAL ACT

Fails In Attempt to 
Regain Following by 
Calling "Strike"

By S ta ff Correspondent
F L IN T , M ich ., June 11—In  a 

desperate a tte m p t to recoup his 
lost and ra p id ly  w ith e rin g  fo l
low ing. H om er M a r tin  staged a 
s tr ike  Thu rsday a t the F ishe r 
Body No. 1 p lan t, hoping 
against hope th a t i t  w ould take 
hold and spread throughout. 
General M otors.

M a r tin  pu lled the pu re ly  
fac tiona l and ju r is d ic tio n a l 
“ s tr ik e ”  w ith o u t a vote of even 
h is own m em bers. M a r tin  
th rew  a p icke t line  o f between 
50 and 100 m en around the s tra 
tegic F ishe r No. 1 p lan t. C .I.O. 
men, seeing a p icke t line , and 
in confusion as to who ca lled 
the s tr ike , d id  not en te r the 
p lan t. A few  sporad ic f is t 
figh ts  occurred , bu t in  general 
tne men re fra ined  fro m  going 
in to  the p lants.

O nly la te r did the C.I.O . 
m em bers lea rn  th a t i t  was a 
M a rtin  m ove, ca lled  w ithou t 
discussion o r vote, and having  
no m eaning fo r  be tte ring  con
d itions. Le a rn in g  th a t the so- 
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P ub lishe rs ,”  the S ta lin is t pub
lish ing  house, under the tit le  
“ The 1940 E le c tio n s ,”  by E a r l 
B row der.

R eports are cu rre n t, howev
e r, th a t the f i r s t  ed ition  o f the 
published pam ph le t has a lready 
been w ith d ra w n  fro m  sale and 
c ircu la tio n  and is about to  be 
issued in  m ore ca re fu lly  re 
vised fo rm .

The pam ph le t re p o rt reveals 
th a t la rge  groups o f lead ing 
S ta lin is t func tiona ries  are 
about to be “ exposed”  and 
purged as stool-pigeons and 
provocateurs, in  accordance 
w ith  a ll the ru les and regu la 
tions la id  down by S ta lin  in  his 
series o f fram e-up  tr ia ls .

“ We have su ffic ie n t evidence 
to convince us th a t a num ber 
o f these va rious types o f agents 
hold pa rty  m em bersh ip  books,”  
said B row der, “ we know th a t 
some of them  have been or are 
m em bers of state com m ittees 

(Continued on Page 4)

Minneapolis.
Organized labor resisted 

the reactionaries all along the 
line.

In  the fight for the Board 
o f Estimate and Taxation, A1 
Hanson, laborite, squeezed 
out a victory over the capital
ist candidate, Benton, by 70, 
734 to 68,610.

H. G. Knight, candidate of 
the labor slate, was elected to 
the Board o f Park Commis
sioners.

Margaret Larson, labor-en
dorsed, captured one of the two 
library directorships.

Owen C unningham , trade  
un ionist, ro lled  up 81,447 votes 
to w in  the e lection  fo r  the un
expired. te rm  on the school 
board. Roy M . W e ir, C entra l 
Labo r U nion o rgan izer, came 
w ith in  an eyelash o f cap tu ring  
another post on the school 
board.

Boss P roposal Defeated
The ch a rte r am endm ent, No. 

10, sought by the reactionaries , 
was voted down, 69,753 to 66,- 
108.

In  the a lde rm an ic  race, Syl 
BJosky, m em ber of the M ilk  
D rive rs  U nion and on the labor 
slate, upset the incum bent, Sul
liva n . E ide  also c a rr ie d  th is  
w ard , the f i r s t  labor candidate 
ever to w in  a f i r s t  w a rd  m a jo r
ity  over Leach.

In  the s ix th  w a rd , A1 Bastis , 
o ld -tim e  labo rite , sm othered his 
c a p ita lis t opponent, and Stan
ley  Anderson, in  the  ten th , won 
over h is opponent by 9,106 to 
5,521. A nother labo rite , John 
Nelson, ca rr ie d  the eleventh 
w ard  and, in  the tw e lfth , M ike  
Fo ley lost to the reactionaries  
by only 221 votes.

The re tu rn s  show th a t E ide  
ca rr ie d  a m a jo r ity  o f the c ity ’s 
th irte e n  w ards. E ide  won out in  
the  f irs t ,  th ird , s ix th , n in th , 
tenth , e leventh and tw e lfth . I t  
was the fou rth , seventh, e ighth 
and th irte e n th  th a t won fo r 
Leach, p a r t ic u la r ly  the upper- 
m idd le  class e igh th  and th i r 
teenth. Leach po lled 21,970 
votes fro m  these tw o  w ards, 
and th a t gave h im  the e lection.

The unions had been able to 
b reak down severa l o f the bo r
der w ards. The second, a lw ays 
reac tiona ry , was ca rr ie d  by 
Leach by less than a thousand 
votes, and in  the f i f th ,  Leach 
got less than 800 m a jo r ity .

E x te n t o f Comeback
When, las t N ovem ber, the 

F a rm e r - Labo r m ovem ent, 
w h ich  tw o years before had 
won by a q u a rte r o f a m illio n  
votes, instead los t by  an equal 
num ber, and th a t h a lf-m illio n  
vote change in  the state was 
pa ra lle led  in  M inneapo lis , p o lit
ic a l com m enta tors p red ic ted  
th a t the F a rm e r-L a b o r P a r ty — 
and by im p lica tio n , a ll labo r 
p a rty  m ovem ents — w ould be 
dead fo r  years in  M innesota.

Y e t, a scan t e igh t m onths 
la te r, the trade  union m ove
m en t has been able to re -fo rm  

(Continued on Page 2)
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French Dictatorship Jails 
Another Young M ilitant

Rigal, Steve, Schmit Held Incommunicado 
— Technicians' Federation Protests

Browder Announces Purge of 
C.P. Ranks and Leadership

Report to Party's National Committee Re
fers to Widespread Discontent in Ranks
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More Discussion from Members of Party on Convention Problems
P a rty  Must Overcome 
O rgan iza tiona l Defects

R ES O LU TIO N  S U B M ITT E D  B Y  T H E  C A L IF O R N IA  
STATE E X E C U T IV E  C O M M IT T E E , S.W.P.

In The 
L a b o r 
U n io n s
By B. J. W IDICK

Testim ony o f the Goodyear 
o ffic ia ls  before the N ationa l 
La b o r R elations B oard  in  hear
ings going on a t A kron  p ro 
duced a pow erfu l boomerang 
th is  week th a t sent the com 
pany ree ling  fro m  the blow.

The com pany o ffic ia ls  c la im 
ed, in  th e ir  testim ony, th a t they 
had negotiated and bargained 
w ith  Loca l 2, U n ited  R ubber 
W orkers of A m erica , and th e ir 
sm ooth ta lk  seemed to have an 
e ffe c t in  the hearings.

H owever, Goodyear Loca l, 
over the week end. passed a re 
solution ca llin g  on the Company 
to negotiate fo r  a signed agree
m ent im m e d ia te ly , in  v iew  of 
the po licy  th a t its  o ffic ia ls  ou t
lined a t the N . L . R. B . 
hearings.

Com pany law yers professed 
to the be lie f in  co llec tive  b a r
ga in ing  when th is  resolution 
was in troduced in the hearing. 
So a suggestion was made by 
union o ffic ia ls  th a t the hearings 
be postponed whie negotiations 
were ca rr ie d  on. “ The com 
pany has denied charges th a t 
i t  refused to n e g o tia te ," Stan
ley  D en linger, union a tto rney 
declared. “ The union resolution 
asks the com pany to show 
proof o f its  w illingness to s it 
down and b a rg a in .”

R efusa l o f the com pany to 
p e rm it a recess in  the hearings 
to enter negotiations w ith  the 
U . R. W. A. exposed testim ony 
of w itnesses as lies and frauds, 
and proved the union charges 
aga inst Goodyear.

*  ♦  •

Guild Contracts
A reader asks fo r in fo rm a tio n  

on the k ind  of contracts  the 
A m erican  Newspaper G u ild  ob
ta ins  fo r  e d ito r ia l w orkers . A 
b r ie f d igest o f a co n tra c t ju s t 
signed between the G u ild  and 
the P h ilade lph ia  E ven ing  B u l
le tin  w ill answer th is  question.

M in im u m  wages under the 
G u ild  co n tra c t a re : experienc
ed re w rite  m en, $S5 a week, 
copy readers, $65, reporte rs , 
$55, d is tr ic t reporte rs , $50, 
photographers and a rtis ts , $50, 
copy boys $18 a fte r one year 
experience. These ra tes are 
fo r  journeym en. D u ring  the 
f i r s t  three years of w o rk , a 
g raduated scale o f wages ap
p lies. N ig h t m en get $5 a week 
m ore than day m en on s im ila r 
jobs.

An im p o rta n t section o f any 
gu ild  con trac t is d ism issa l pay. 
In  th is  con trac t i t  is provided 
th a t d ism issa l pay fo r  anyone 
em ployed m ore than 6 months 
and less than a year am ounts 
to two weeks sa la ry . The scale 
goes up u n til a m an w ith  ten 
years serv ice  is guaranteed s ix  
m onths d ism issa l pay. Sick 
leave pay is also provided fo r.

The agreem ent provides fo r 
the five-day-40-hour week w ith  
s tandard  ove rtim e  provisions.

* ♦ •

Wages and Hours
Another query is fo r in fo rm a 

tion  on wages and hours in  ce r
ta in  m a jo r industries. The fo l
low ing  is presented fro m  the 
La b o r In fo rm a tio n  B u lle tin  of 
the U n ited  States D epartm ent 
of Labo r, M ay issue.

W eekly h o u rs : '38 in  the foun
d ry  and m achine shops; 37 in 
sa w m ills ; 36 in  b r ic k  m anu
fa c tu rin g ; 34.5 in  b las t fu r 
naces and ro llin g  m ills ; 33.5 in  
auto.

H o u rly  earn ings: 92.5 cents in  
auto; 83.5 in  b las t furnaces and 
ro llin g  m ills ; 71.5 in  foundries 
and m achine shops; 54.5 in  
b r ic k  m a n u fac tu ring ; 53.5 in  
saw m ills .

W eekly earn ings: $31.10 in  
auto; $28.80 in  b las t furnaces 
and ro llin g  m ills ; $27.00 in 
found ries ; $19.60 in  b r ic k  m an
u fa c tu rin g , and $19.35 in  saw 
m ills .

In  another c lass ifica tion  of 
in d u s try , nam ely  the non-dur- 
able goods, we have the fo llo w 
ing  wages and hours:

Hours w e e k ly : 40 in  paper 
and pu lp ; 40 in  packinghouse; 
36.5 in  cotton goods m anufac
tu r in g ; 36.5 in  pe tro leum  re f in 
ing ; 34 in  t ire  and tube p lants 
and d iv is ions.

H o u rly  earn ings: 97.5 cents in  
pe tro leum ; 96 in  tire s  and 
tubes; 69 in  packinghouse; 61.5 
in  paper and pu lp ; 38.5 in  co t
ton goods.

W eekly earn ings: $35.15 in  
pe tro leum ; $32.65 in  tire s  and 
tubes: $27.30 in  packinghouse; 
$24.45 in  paper and pu lp , and 
$14.05 in  cotton goods.

(Concluded fro m  la s t issue)
7. In t im a te ly  connected w ith  

the question of trade  union 
w ork is the cam paign aga inst 
w ar. The P o litica l Resolution 
co rre c tly  states th a t the s tru g 
gle aga inst w a r cannot be con
fined to episodic propaganda 
cam paigns. I t  m ust become an 
in te g ra l p a rt o f the p a r ty ’s ac
t iv i ty  in  every  fie ld , a t a ll 
tim es. Th is , however, cannot 
exclude organized cam paigns 
around specific  slogans. These 
cam paigns m ust ra ise the 
whole leve l of p a rty  an ti-w a r 
a c tiv ity  so th a t the m a in  fea
tures of w ha t is s ta rted  in  a 
cam paign becomes the no rm a l 
a c tiv ity  o f the p a rty .

I t  is necessary to state th a t 
w h ile  the Appeal ca rr ie d  an 
exce llen t ag ita tion  in  a sus
ta ined and fo rce fu l fo rm  d u r
ing  the en tire  period  the p a rty  
as an organ iza tion  d id  no t u t i l 
ize h a lf o f the op p o rtu n ity  to 
c a rry  the slogans contained in  
the Appeal in to  the lin in g  mass 
m ovem ent.

(a) On the People’s R eferen
dum . The P a rty  should have 
organized a na tiona l pe tition  
cam paign w h ich  w ould have 
enabled the organ iza tion  to 
have u tilized  the re ferendum  
slogan in  m any fo rm s  as a 
wedge to in troduce our fu ll 
a n ti-w a r p rog ram . The reso lu
tion  cam paign w ith in  the un
ions on the R eferendum  begun 
about a year ago was never 
ca rr ie d  through w ith  any e f
fect.

(b) The c u rre n t lega l offen
sive aga inst labor and the in 
creasing governm ent in te rve n 
tion  in to  the unions, m ust be 
exposed as an in te g ra l p a r t of 
the w a r p reparations o f the 
New Deal G overnm ent. O ur 
press has ca rr ie d  an in s u ffi
c ien t am ount o f m a te ria l on 
th is  question. M oreover the 
question has not been posed as 
a prob lem  on w h ich  a ll sections 
o f the labor m ovem ent m ust 
un ite  in  o rder to organize a 
m ilita n t counter o ffensive to 
the p o lit ica l a ttack  o f C ap ita l. 
In  the course o f such ag ita tion  
the slogan fo r  a Labo r P a rty  
should be in troduced. I t  is  also 
necessary fo r the p a rty  to o r
ganize a system atic  d rive  
w ith in  the union to ga ther the 
m ost p rogressive ’ e lem ents to-, 
gether to fig h t fo r  the un ited 
action of the unions in  th is  s it
uation . In  ga the ring  the p ro 
gressive forces together and 
launching  a cam paign w ith in  
the unions the p a rty  w ould be 
able to ra ise concre te ly  a ll o f 
the m a in  points in  the tra n s i
tiona l p ro g ra m : 30-hour week. 
R e lie f Cuts, Defense G uards, 
T rade U nion U n ity , Labo r 
P a rty . W ar R eferendum , etc. 
I t  is p rec ise ly  in  such m a tte rs  
as the developm ent o f ou r w ork 
w ith in  the trade unions on a 
un ified  na tiona l p lan, w ith  na
tiona l in fo rm a tion  and d ire c 
tives th a t our weakest side has 
been revealed.

8. . On the T ra n s itio n a l P ro 
g ram  and the Labo r P a rty . The 
P o lit ic a l R esolution sums up 
our experience in  rega rd  to 
th is  question and establishes 
our approach to the prob lem  in  
the fu tu re . Regardless o f our 
agreem ent o r d isagreem ent 
w ith  the reso lu tion 's  fo rm u la 
tion  i t  is necessary to recog
nize th a t since the adoption of 
the T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m  there 
has been a sad absence o f d is
cussion, exchange of expe ri
ence and a n a tio n a lly  d irected  
a tte m p t to lea rn  how to apply 
the p rog ram  in  p ractice . 
Throughout the whole period 
one sta tem en t was issued by 
the P.C. c la r ify in g  the im p o r
ta n t question of the s lid ing  
scale of wages and hours. I t  
m ust be understood th a t i f  the 
p a rty  is to learn  how to w ie ld  
the T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m  and 
co rre c tly  ra ise the slogan fo r 
a Labo r P a rty , in tensive and 
continuous discussion and ex
pe rim en ta tion  m ust be ca rried  
on, on a na tiona l and in te rn a 
tiona l scale. The im p o rta n t 
th ing  to keep in  m ind  is th a t 
the p rog ram  w il l  never have 
any m eaning u n til i t  can be 
ra ised fo rc e fu lly  w ith in  the 
mass organizations of the 
w o rk ing  class. To lea rn  how 
to do th is , to fin d  the co rrec t 
slogans, to gain confidence and 
audac ity , the co llection , co rre 
la tion  and d issem ination o f our 
en tire  na tiona l experience is 
requ ired .

9. In  conclusion we fee l th a t 
the past period has been a se
vere test fo r the p a rty . A ga inst 
the g rea t w e igh t of accum u
la ted in te rn a tio n a l defeats and 
the dem ora liza tion  of the ra d i
ca l w orkers, our p a rty  has on 
the whole, been going fo rw a rd . 
I t  is there fore  o f the greatest 
im portance  th a t everyone of

our weaknesses be scru tin ized 
in the lig h t of the period ju s t 
before ua* w hich w il l  undoubt
ed ly be a m uch g rea te r testing  
period of the p a r ty ’s m ettle .

In  w eigh ing these c ritic ism s  
of the p a r ty ’s shortcom ings we 
cannot be ob liv ious to the fact 
th a t in  th is  la s t period the lead
ersh ip  of our p a rty  was ac tive 
ly  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the trem en 
dous task of launching the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. The sac
rifices  in money, tim e , leading 
personnel, cannot be regre tted  
by serious revo lu tion is ts . F a r 
m ore than th is  w ill have to be 
done in the fu tu re . The con
s tan t changes in  acting  secre
ta ries  n a tiona lly  as a re flec tion  
o f th is  condition, has undoubt
edly been a con tr ib u tin g  fac to r 
to the defic iencies in  p a rty  
w o rk .

H owever, th is  in  itse lf, should 
serve as a w a rn ing  to the 
p a rty . The task of s trengthen
ing the lead ing cadres o f the 
p a rty , o f developing new lead
ing  m a te ria l, should in  the lig h t 
of the experience of the past 
year and the prospect of w ar, 
be approached w ith  g rea t care 
and seriousness.

MPLS. LABOR 
IN COMEBACK

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
la b o r’s p o lit ic a l ranks and put 
up a f ig h t o f m a jo r s ign ificance 
to the labor m ovem ent of the 
en tire  country.

The Republicans and D em o
cra ts  w ill f in d  l it t le  to console 
them  in  M onday ’s re tu rns. 
Stassen has the unhappy pros
pect of being a one-term  gov
ernor. I f  the labor m ovem ent 
in  the rest o f M innesota is able 
to dress ranks and come back 
along the t r a i l  being blazed in  
M inneapolis, 1940 w il l  see a la 
bor p a rty  candidate in  the 
state cap ito l.

P reachers A id  Reaction
The u p h ill f ig h t the labor 

m ovem ent made in  the elec
tions could on ly  be fu l ly  under
stood i f  one w ere to g ive a de
ta ile d  descrip tion  of the w ay 
in  w hich the church  leaders 
and the d a ily  press cam e to the 
aid of Leach.

In  the p rim a rie s , the c ity ’s 
re lig ious m entors were unan i
mous in  condem ning Leach fo r 
the gangsterism  and vice th a t 
abounds under his reg im e. Y et, 
when the choice f in a lly  n a rro w 
ed down to Leach and the can
didate  o f the labor m ovem ent, 
the preachers led th e ir  sheep 
back to the Leach fo ld . The 
boss d a ily  press d is to rted  and 
suppressed cam paign news and 
presented a thorough ly  biased 
p ic tu re  of the rea l cam paign is 
sues.

The fa c t th a t Leach had a 
do lla r fo r every d im e behind 
E id e ’s cam paign n a tu ra lly  was 
a fa c to r, though by no means a 
decisive one. A ltoge the r the 
unions con tribu ted  app rox i
m a te ly  $4,000 to the m a in  cam 
paign headquarters, and th is  
was a ll the T rade U nion Cam 
paign C om m ittee had to spend 
in  the cam paign. C o rrup t elec
tion  practices o f the Leach m a 
chine also played a ro le.

Denounce S ta lin is t Sabotage 
* P rogressive trade unionists 
are p a rt ic u la r ly  b itte r about 
the sabotaging ro le  o f the Com
m un is t P a rty . H aro ld  Seavey, 
cha irm an  o f the union cam 
paign com m ittee , Ole Ogg of 
the M ilk  D rive rs , and m any o th 
ers, have declared th a t S ta lin 
is t sabotage was a decis ive fa c 
to r. The m a jo r d iffe rence  in  po
lit ic a l p rog ram  between Ben
son’s d isastrous cam paign 
e igh t m onths ago and E id e ’s 
cam paign was th a t Benson 
c lung to the coat-ta ils  of the 
“ New D ea l”  and w ent down 
w ith  it,  w h ile  E ide made a be
g inn ing  of d iffe re n tia tin g  o r
ganized labor fro m  the New- 
W ar D eal. P rec ise ly  fo r  th is  
reason, the S ta lin is ts , Roose
v e lt ’s m ost vociferous backers, 
kn ifed  E ide . C on tro lling  the 
em pty  she ll o f the Hennepin 
County F a rm e r-L a b o r Associa
tion , the S ta lin is ts  were de ter
m ined th a t i f  E ide  w ould not 
run  as a New D eal candidate, 
he would not get elected.

F o rtu n a te ly , m any leading 
laborites fro m  other pa rts  of 
the state were in  M inneapolis 
as observers d u ring  the closing 
days, and d id  not fa i l  to  ob
serve e ithe r the lead ing  role 
p layed by the trade  unions, nor 
the treacherous m aneuvers of 
the C om m unist P a rty . These 
lessons w il l  no t be lost, in  the 
reorganiza tion  o f the F a rm e r- 
Labo r m ovem ent.
(SEE E D IT O R IA L , P A G E  4)

SUBMITS TWO 
AMENDMENTS 
TO RESOLUTION

In  accordance w ith  “ N otice 
to M em bers”  appearing in  the 
M ay 23 issue o f the Appeal, I  
su b m it the fo llow ing  points fo r 
rev is ing  the p o lit ic a l resolution 
also appearing in  th a t issue.

1. P a rag raph  8 should nqt
rem a in  in  its  present fo rm . I t  $
gives the im pression  th a t Y an
kee im p e ria lism  is the only 
brand in  L a tin  A m erica . L a tin  
A m erica  has been m eat fo r a ll 
the im p e ria lis t nations, even 
though the U. S. grabbed the 
lio n ’s share. R ecently  the in 
roads o f Nazi G erm any in 
parts  of L a tin  A m erica  have 
been considerable and fu r th e r
m ore have been g iven w ide 
p u b lic ity . We, of course, sup
p o rt the strugg le  of the L a tin  
A m erican  masses aga inst the 
whole im p e ria lis t racke t. Our 
p a rt ic u la r concern w ith  U . S. 
im p e ria lism  m ust not lead us 
to state our position in  such a 
w ay as to a llow  the acusation 
“ p ro -N az i”  to be made against 
us by our enemies.

2. In  the section of the reso
lu tion  “ The S truggle  Against 
F a sc ism ”  a new p a rt should 
be added. I t  is im p e ra tive  in  
the f ig h t aga inst fasc ism  th a t 
the unions en ter in to  the s tru g 
gles of the unem ployed. The 
m ore so lid a rity  created be
tween the unions and the unem 
ployed the less chance does 
fascism  have to gain the sup
p o rt o f the unem ployed and 
use the la tte r fo r  sm ashing the 
unions. We m ust get th is  idea 
over. O ur com rades in  the un
ions m ust w o rk  along th is  line. 
We m ust ham m er on th is  idea 
in  the Appeal and in  special 
leafle ts fo r d is tr ib u tio n  a t un
ion m eetings. Th is  w ork  has to 
be done by us.

SUSAN G R E E N

On T rans la ting  P a rty  
P rogram  in to  Practice

Subm itted by a group o f Los 
Angeles com rades: Steve Rob
erts , P aula  Aragon, M inna 
E ve re tt, E d ith  M ann, M ax 
H e inert.

* • *
A fte r ten years of perm anent 

c ris is  in  A m erican  cap ita lism  
resu lting  in the developm ent of 
fasc is t m ovem ents, increased 
w ar p reparations, and a sha r
pened a ttack  upon the condi
tions and lib e rtie s  of the 
masses, the S.W.P. has fa iled  
(o emerge as a capab le-revo lu- 
lio n a ry  force. L ike  its  fo rbears, 
the C om m unist League of 
A m erica  and the W orkers 
P a rty , i t  has fa iled  to fin d  its  
w ay to the masses and lead 
them  in to  com bat w ith  the 
forces of ca p ita lism  despite fa 
vorab le  opportun ities presented 
by the upsurge th a t took place 
in  the labor m ovem ent; the de
ve lopm ent of the C .I.O ., the 
g row th  o f the A .F .L ., the in tro 
duction and extension of the 
s itdow n s trikes , and a w ide
spread a n ti-w a r sentim ent.

Unless we are sa tis fied  th a t 
the A m erican  revo lu tion  go 
down to defeat, i t  becomes v i
ta l ly  necessary th a t a t th is  con
vention, perhaps the las t before 
the com ing w a r, we search fo r 
the causes of our fa ilu re . The 
P. C. reso lu tion om its  a ta l ly  
sheet of the fa ilu re s  and a c t iv i
ties th a t have m arked  our past 
period, there fore  accepts them , 
and i t  is log ica l to believe w ill 
repeat them . Th is  m ust not 
happen.

The p a rty  w h ich  sets its e lf 
the task of leading the w ay to 
socia lism  m ust have a co rrec t 
analysis o f the genera l charac
te ris tics  of c a p ita lis t society 
and a p rog ram  fo r  the destruc
tion  of th a t socie ty; b u t i t  can
not stop there. I t  m ust have 
the a b ility  to understand the 
desires o f the w orkers  a t each

Who Is Father Coughlin, 
What Is His Program?

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
Social Justice from one end to the other is crammed with 

insinuations and innuendoes attacking the Jews. In issue 
after issue, Coughlin published the infamous “ Protocol of 
the Elders of Zion," which was proved a vile forgery 
years ago.

In the December 19, 1938 issue of Social Justice, Cough
lin attempted with the following lurid allegation to black
en the Chinese who have been defending themselves against 
the attack of Japanese imperialism:

“ A b raham  Cohen, who has been va rio u s ly  known as 
General M a and General M o i Sha, is  the power behind 
the N a tio n a lis t gove rnm en t.”

Even i f  it  were true, there would be nothing wrong in 
a Jew fighting with the Chinese against the oppressing 
Japanese armies. But not even Japanese propaganda claims 
that such a person exists.

Outside his editorial page, Coughlin does not pay the 
slightest attention to differentiating the religious Jews from 
the ones H E  thinks are non-religious. They are A LE  Jews 
in the news articles.

For example, in the issue o f Social Justice for June 5, 
1939, he attacks Leslie Hore Belisha as “ the only Jewish 
member o f the British cabinet.”  (W ho certainly as M in
ister o f W ar is devoted to capitalism, and cannot be dubbed 
a “ communist’’ by the wildest stretch o f the term.)

“ D issa tis faction  w ith in  the B r itis h  A rm y  over the fa c t 
th a t E n g la n d ’s m ili ta ry  a rm  is led by a Jew . fed by a 
Jew, and now clad by a Jew, despite severe censorship 
to hush the m a tte r ,"  the a rtic le  asserts.

In his fantastic efforts to prove that there is an “ inter
national plot o f Jewry”  to enslave the world, Coughlin 
stops at no lie or distortion of the truth. That is one o f the 
things he must accomplish: construct a hook-nosed wolf 
with golden fangs and label it JEW , i f  he is to succeed in 
becoming Fascist Dictator o f America.

W ith all the deliberate intent o f a fascist demagogue 
who knows exactly what he is about, Coughlin has charted 
the moves which he hopes w ill bring him to power.

What does Father Coughlin hope to accomplish by his 
Jew-baiting?

Split the labor movement into warring camps.
Hack and chop these camps into splintered bits.
Grind these bits into dust.
That is the purpose o f Jew-baiting.
F irst the Jews, then the militants, then the trade-unions, 

each in turn w ill be sucked into the ravenous maw of 
American fascism; each o f them tagged: “ agent of inter
national Socialist Jewry.”

That is the purpose of Jew-baiting!
(To be continued in  next issue)

ju n c tu re  and to trans la te  them  
in to  re vo lu tio n a ry  te rm s ; i t  
m ust p a rtic ip a te  in  the day to 
day strugg le , prove its e lf the 
leader in these s trugg les, and 
show the w ay step by step to
w a rd  the ach ievem ent o f the 
goal.

P rog ram  and P rac tice
An exam ina tion  o f the h is

to ry  of our p a rty  reveals in 
s ta r tlin g  fo rm  the in a b il ity  to 
trans la te  our p rog ram  in to  
p rac tice . W ith  notable excep
tions we have rem ained an iso
lated group. Th is  was recog
nized by the Founding Conven
tion of the S.W.P. in  Its adop
tion  of the slogan “ A T U R N  TO 
T H E  M ASSES" and “ 90% 
T R A D E  U N IO N  W O R K .”  A 
year-and-a-ha lf a fte r the adop
tion  o f these slogans we s ti l l  
f in d  i t  necessary to pose these 
questions: W hy is i t  th a t our 
p a rty  s t i l l  finds  its e lf isolated 
fro m  the masses? S till finds 
the m ost e lem en ta ry  tasks so 
d iff ic u lt?  S till has no t even be
gun to pu t its  p rog ram  in to  
practice?

E xp lana tions  have been g iv 
en in  the past . . . th a t our 
m em bersh ip  was of a poor 
m akeup, non-p ro le ta rian , etc., 
th a t conditions made i t  im pos
sible, th a t com rades were im 
pa tien t and expected too m uch, 
i t  was a ll p a r t o f a process. 
Such excuses are insu ffic ien t. 
The events of the past year- 
and-one-half have made ev i
dent th a t the fa u lt  does not lie  
in  the m em bersh ip  nor in  the 
period in  w h ich  we liv e ; bu t 
th a t our p a rty  leadersh ip  has 
fa iled  in  the e lem enta ry  tasks 
w h ich  its  ve ry  name im p lies . 
A p a rty  w h ich  does not have a 
com petent l e a d e r s h i p  is 
doomed to d is in tegra tion  and i t  
is  fo r  th is  reason th a t we fin d  
i t  necessary a t th is  tim e  to 
sound the a la rm .

W hat na tiona l d irec tives  and 
guidance has our leadersh ip  
g iven us and w ha t could i t  have 
done?

The W ar Question
The p a rty  th a t was to have 

led the w ay in  the strugg le  
aga inst w a r, took issue w ith  a ll 
others on th is  question, said i t  
was the m ost im p o rta n t ques
tion , w ha t is its  record? The 
f ir s t  test on w a r was com plete
ly  fizz led  by our leadersh ip . 
The past year w itnessed the 
w ors t w a r scare since 1914. 
T h is  has been the year w hich 
revealed the Roosevelt adm in 
is tra tio n  as unm is takab ly  lead
ing  us to w ar, and the S ta lin 
ists as the lead ing recru itin 'g  
sergeants. Am ong the masses, 
however, a strong an ti-w a r 
m ovem ent developed. Th is  was 
expressed by th e ir  support of 
the Lud low  A m endm ent. I t  
was g iven a m ig h ty  im petus by 
the U n ited  Auto W orkers, 
q u ick ly  spread to o ther unions, 
and soon had the a tten tion  of 
the en tire  labo r m ovem ent.

W hile th is  m ovem ent was 
ta k in g  place, the N a tiona l Com
m ittee  spent m onths in  discus
sing w hat our a ttitude  should 
be tow ard  i t  and f in a lly  adopt
ed a position of com plete con
dem nation. The m ovem ent was 
characte rized  as the usual pac
if is t  w a r p repara tions; we were 
declared too sm a ll to a ttem p t 
to in fluence i t  along m ilita n t 
lines, and the Lud low  Am end
m ent was opposed as an in s tru 
m ent fo r  in s till in g  illus ions 
am ong the masses. The on ly 
d irec tives  received a t th is  tim e  
fo r the guidance of the com 
rades in  the trade  unions were 
d is tin c tly  oppo rtun is tic  and un
re a lis tic .

When the m ovem ent was in  
a period  of decline, the N a tion 
al C om m ittee suddenly re 
versed its  position on the L u d 
low  A m endm ent and ca lled fo r 
its  support. B u t even th is  did 
not find  its  w ay outside of the 
pages o f the Socia list Appeal. 
The P o lit ic a l C om m ittee reso
lu tion  ca lls  fo r  a continuation 
of its  support o f the an ti-w a r 
re fe rendum . I t  fa ils  to m ention 
th a t a continuation  o f such sup
p o rt as we have g iven in  the 
past m ust re su lt in  our fa ilin g  
to a c tive ly  support i t  in  the fu 
tu re .

(Continued in next issue)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do you w an t to see th is  series o f a rtic le s  on Coughlin pub
lished in  a popular pam ph le t, a t a low  p rice , fo r mass d is
tr ib u tio n ?  P ioneer P ub lishers  is .undertaking to get out a 
la rge  ed ition  im m e d ia te ly—IF  i t  receives con tribu tions  fro m  
a ll fr iends  and com rades to m ake i t  possible. Readers are 
urged to send con tribu tions fo r the C oughlin  pam ph le t to 
P ioneer P ub lishers , 116 U n ive rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

CO M R ADE W ISHES u n fu rn 
ished room  in  downtown 
area. P re fe ra b ly  W est Side. 
Address S oc ia lis t Appeal.

CHICAGO BENEFIT
fo r The New In te rn a tio n a l 

“ C A R N IV A L  IN  F L A N D E R S ”
Voted the w o rld ’s best p ic tu re  

in  1936
S ATU R D A Y, JU N E  24 

Two show ings: 7 and 9:30 P .M . 
Adm ission  35c 

C AFE  ID R O TT  
1308 N . W ilton  Ave. 

Chicago, IU.

“ S o rry  to see th a t the Appeal 
is hav ing  a ha rd  s trugg le  to 
keep going. I t  w ould  be ju s t too 
bad i f  the Appeal should fa i l !  
i t  w ould be like  c u ttin g  an 
a rte ry  in  the w o rk in g  class 
s tru g g le ."  — A reader in  Wise- 
ton, Sask., Canada.
T H E  BRAN CH ES AT W O R K!

“ Send us 100 copies o f the 
next Appeal. We m ay increase 
our o rder pe rm anen tly . We 
now sell the paper In the down
town section where Social Jus
tice  is sold. Three of us were 
down today and we sold a ll of 
cu r 50 copies. I t  is our opinion 
th a t the Appeal can be sold i f  
w e’l l  take  I t  ou t in  the s tre e ts ." 
—E . P on ica li, D e tro it.

* *  •
“ Enclosed fin d  m oney o rde r 

fo r $7.00 to app ly on our b ill.  
We w il l  fo rw a rd  the balance 
ju s t as soon as we ra ise a l it t le  
m ore cash. E v e ry  e ffo r t w il l  
be made to clean up the ba l
ance.” — Rochester, N . Y .

* • *
A t the la s t m eeting o f the 

C entra l B ranch  in  Chicago the 
com rades were in fo rm ed  o f the 
condition o f the Appeal. They 
were asked to take  up a co llec
tion  to help insure its  con tinua
tion. They responded im m e d i
a te ly  to the tune o f $16.50. E v 
e ry  com rade w ithou t hesita tion  
rea lized the need of continu ing  
the sem i-w eekly paper and 
each con tribu ted  a d o lla r to  the 
co llection .

“ O ur new lite ra tu re  c o m m it
tee, since its  o rgan iza tion , has 
succeeded in  doubling our 
s tree t sa les.” —Sam R ich te r, 
Chicago lite ra tu re  agent.

*  *  *

C A M P A IG N  FOR 
SUBSCR IPTIO N  R E N E W A LS :

O ur d rive  to ob ta in  250 re 
new al subscrip tions has f in a lly  
re a lly  begun to go.

So fa r  N ew Y o rk  C ity , Bos

ton and M inneapo lis  have been 
doing the best job .

We again re m in d  a ll b ranch
es th a t eve ry  fo rm e r subscrib 
er who fa iled  to renew  his o r 
her subscrip tion  has now re 
ceived 4 sam ple copies o f the 
Appeal.

I f  you haven ’t  v is ited  the ex
subscribe r in  your area, do so 
th is  week. I f  he is no t home 
then pay another v is it  and get 
a sub!

H e re ’s the l is t  o f new subs
fo r th is  past w eek:

CHICAGO ...................... 10
M inneapolis .....................  8
Lynn  ...........................  8
C a lifo rn ia  .........................  6
F o re ign  .............................  5
A kron  .........................  3
C onnecticut ...................... 2
Iow a ...................................  2
Boston ................................ 2
New Y o rk  C ity  ................ 2
Colorado ...........................  1
W isconsin .........................  1
W ashington .......................  1
P ennsylvan ia  .................... 1
New Jersey ...................... 1

T o ta l .................. 53
• * •

New Y o rk  com rades, please 
notice where you are—near the 
foot o f the lis t !

We in troduce in to  our ranks 
a new agent fro m  W orcester, 
Mass. —  the second Appeal 
agent in  the g row ing  W orcester 
u n it o f the P a rty .

*  *  *

R E M IN D E R  NO. 1:
W hat action have you taken 

on the Appeal b ill you have ju s t 
received?

•  •  •

N O T IC E : Please m ake a ll 
checks, money orders, e tc., 
payable to the SO CIALIST A P 
P E A L . Do not m ake them  out 
to the m anager o r ed ito r o f the 
paper. P lease observe th is  
request.

First Twice-a-Month  
Challenge Ready July 1st

The f i r s t  issue o f the tw lce- 
a-m onth C H A L L E N G E  OF 
Y O U TH  w il l  come o ff the press 
in  tim e  fo r na tiona l d is tr ib u 
tion  before J u ly  1. The w o rk  of 
hundreds of devoted m em bers 
of the Young P eop le ’s Socia lis t 
League, and the f in a n c ia l re 
sponse o f m any branches and 
in d iv id u a l m em bers of the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , has c a r
rie d  the cam paign fo r  a $500 
reserve fund, to guarantee the 
appearance of the youth paper 
d u rin g  the f i r s t  period  o f its  
increased frequency, to  w ith in  
s tr ik in g  d istance o f the goal.

The issue, dated Ju ly  1, w il l  
fea tu re  the answer o f the revo
lu tio n a ry  youth to the demo- 
gogic appeals by the Coughlin 
fasc is ts  to A m e ric a ’s locked 
cu t generation. The m a in  a r
tic le  w il l  analyze C oughlin ’s 
speeches and a rtic les  on the 
problem s faced by youth and 
expose C oughlin ’s com plete 
bankrup tcy  in  the. sphere of

22 CENTS A DAY FOR 
UNEMPLOYED IS 
ROOSEVELT PLAN

(Continued from  Page 1)
ca l inc lus ive , ,w i l l  am ount to 
$1,888,420,613, d u ring  the com 
ing  year, i f  Roosevelt and the 
Congressional com m ittee  have 
th e ir  w ay. F o r 23 m illio n  per
sons th a t means an average of 
$1.57 a week, 22 cents a day!

U n ion-B usting  P rovis ions
A dd ing  in su lt to in ju ry , the 

House A pprop ria tions  Sub-com
m ittee  has appended to its  b ill 
n ineteen re s tr ic tiv e  provis ions 
designed to s trang le  un ioniza
tion  o f W .P .A. w orkers . T h is  is 
openly adm itted  by C ha irm an 
W oodrum  o f the com m ittee , 
who sta ted :

“ Th is b il l  contains re s tr ic 
tions th a t w ould s tr ik e  a body 
blow  a t the re lie f racke teer. 
There are some organizations 
th a t flo u rish  today because 
they are able to hold i t  up to 
the W .P .A . w o rke r th a t by  a f
f i l ia t in g  w ith  them  they w il l  be 
able to perpetuate his job , as 
i t  is  ca lled , w ith  the F edera l 
gove rnm en t.”

■These re s tr ic tiv e  provis ions 
include abo lition  o f the p re v a il
ing wage p rov is ion  o f the pres
ent law , w h ich  gave some p ro 
tection  to union wage standards 
in  the co m m u n ity ; and another 
a u to m a tica lly  d ropp ing  a ll W. 
P .A . w orkers  on O ctober 1 who

B Y  P O P U LA R  D E M A N D ! Re
peat perfo rm ance o f “ B u ry  
the D ead,”  presented by the 
T hea tre  o f Y ou th  a t the 
Downtown Labo r Center, 51 
E as t 7th St., Sat., June 24, 
9:30 P .M . D ancing, re fresh 
ments. Subscrip tion  52c. Aus
pices, D owntown B ranch .

concrete proposals to solve 
th e ir  prob lem s.

T h is  issue, expanded to  s ix  
pages to accom m odate the 
m any ads and greetings se
cured d u ring  the cam paign, 
w il l  fu r th e r  fea tu re  a rtic le s  by 
Jam es Cannon, na tiona l secre
ta ry  of the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty , M ax Shachtm an, ed ito r 
of the Socia lis t Appeal, and 
M a r tin  Abern, business m an
ager o f the New In te rn a tio n a l. 
O ther a rtic les  w il l  deal w ith  
the h is to ry  o f the Challenge, 
the Y .P .S .L . d u ring  the la s t s ix  
m onths, “ The Y .P .S .L . in  A c
tio n ,”  “ W hat is the Y .P .S .L .? "  
and s im ila r  subjects.

A new perm anent fea tu re  
w il l  be added in  the fo rm  o f a 
re g u la r co lum n of p o lit ic a l 
com m ent on prob lem s o f in te r
est to young people, conducted 
by N athan G ould, the na tiona l 
secre ta ry  of the Y .P .S .L .

Am ong the o ther fea tures 
w il l  be an exclusive in te rv ie w  
by a Challenge correspondent 
w ith  Edsel F o rd , on the labor 
po lic ies o f the F o rd  M o to r Co., 
and a f i r s t  hand descrip tion  o f 
the a c tiv itie s  of the fasc is t 
groups in  lib e ra l, p a c ifis t, and 
labor m eetings in  ce rta in  sec
tions o f P h ilade lph ia .

have been on the ro lls  fo r  e igh t
een m onths.

S tick to M a in  F ig h t!
Though the f ig h t aga inst the- 

re s tr ic tiv e  provis ions is im p o r t
an t, i t  is  above a ll v ita l th a t 
trade  unions and W .P .A . w o rk 
e rs ’ organizations m ake th e ir  
m a in  f ig h t aga inst the m a in  in 
ju ry :  the eleven, hundred m i l
lion do lla rs  re lie f slash in it ia te d  
by Roosevelt h im se lf.

O therw ise, there is  danger 
th a t a sham  ba ttle  m ay be ca r
rie d  on in  Congress ove r the re 
s tr ic t iv e  provis ions, w h ile  the 
basic question o f m ore funds 
fo r  the unem ployed w il l  be soft- 
pedalled, and under the plea 
th a t the beginn ing o f the new 
fisca l year is a lm ost upon us, 
“ p rog ress ive ”  Congressmen 
w il l  un ite  w ith  th e ir  “ oppo
nents”  in  shoving th rough  P res
iden t R oosevelt’s proposed 
figu re .

“ Even the conservative 
m em bers (of the com m ittee ) 
were said to rega rd  M r. Roose
v e lt ’s request fo r  $1,477,000,000 
fo r the W .P .A . as ‘m ost reason* 
ab le ’, ”  reported  the N . Y r  
T im es, June 13. W hy shou ldn ’t  
they apprecia te  h im ? He has 
done fo r  them  w ha t these open, 
reactionaries  could never do to n  
them selves. In  the name o f UK-' 
e ra lism , the g rin n in g  ghoul in  
the W hite House pushes us 
down a road w ith  on ly  tw o 
fo rk s : one to s ta rva tion , one to 
death on the ba ttle fie lds .
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•By D w ig h t M acdonald Martin Strike Call 
Is Desperate Move

How George Dobbin Lost His Job
I  am  tu rn in g  over th is  co lum n to  a guest, 

co nduc to r: George D obbin, one o f the Southern 
w orkers who te ll th e ir  life  stories in  These 
A re  Our L ives, an e x trem e ly  in te res ting  com 
p ila tio n  made by the F edera l W rite rs  P ro je c t 
and published by the U n ive rs ity  o f N o rth  
C aro lina  Press. The s to ry  begin in  the boom 
years of the W ar:

“ M ills  was beg inn in ’ to pay good,”  George 
continued. “ I t  w a 'n ’t  long t i l l  I  was m a k in ’ 
$20 a w eek."

“ We done some good l iv in ’ then ,”  S a lly  re 
m arked . “ I t  seemed like  we never had to 
study and con trive  so hard . I  could buy a ll the 
m ilk  m y ch ild ren  needed."

“ G roceries kep t ago in ’ u p ,"  George began 
again, “ and they took up m ost o f the wages, 
bu t then we did have enough to e a t.”

“ In  1919 we moved to D urham  and f ir s t  
th ing  I  knowed I  was m a k in ’ fro m  25 to 35 
do lla rs  a week. T im es stayed good w ith  us up 
to ’21. When I  say tim es was good, I  don’t  
m eant we done no fancy l iv in ’ a ta ll bu t we 
sa t down to the tab le  three tim es a day and 
a lw ays found som eth in ’ on it.

“ Then one day I  w en t in  the m ill  and seen 
a notice te l l in ’ o f a tw en ty -five  percent cu t 
and a sho rten in ’ o f tim e  to three days a week. 
H a rd  tim es re a lly  set in  lik e  a lw ays bu t groc
eries never come down acco rd in ’ to the c u t."

“ Them  was m iserab le  days fo r us,”  Sa lly 
declared, “ and m any a tim e  m y  l i t t le  ones 
cried  fo r  m ilk . ”

“ And when i t  began to look like  the l iv in ' 
w a ’n ’t  w o rth  the w o rry  of g e tt in ’ along I  los t 
m y job com plete—le ft w ithou t a ry  l it t le  piece 
o f a job.

“ I t  was hum an kindness th a t caused me to 
lose i t  too. A body is ha rd  pu t to i t  to under
stand how kindness can w ork  against h im  
som etim es but i t  sure happens. W ord got ou t 
am ongst the neighbors th a t we was h a v in ’ a 
s trugg le  g e tt in ’ along w ith  me one w o rk in ’

and seven ch ild re n  lo o k in ’ to  me fo r  a l iv in ’ . 
F ir s t  th in g  we knowed a w om an come ou t and 
set to ta lk  aw hile  w ith  m y  w ife . She asked 
her how we m anaged to live  on w ha t I  made 
and the old lady  answered we done the best 
we could. A t d iffe re n t tim es three women 
come out and done ju s t about such ta lk  as the 
f i r s t  one, and S a lly , she answered ’em  a ll 
a like , bu t no t a ry  tim es d id  she ever ask help 
of ’em. B u t i t  w asn’t  long t i l l  baskets o f g ro 
ceries sta rted  co rn in ’ to us and i t  seemed ju s t 
like  m anna fro m  heaven. T h a t’s been go in ’ 
on "a few  weeks when m y boss to ld  me M r. 
W ilde r, the superin tendent, w anted to see me.

“ Soon as I  could I  w ent to M r. W ild e r’s o f
fice  and to ld  h im  M r. H enry  said he wanted 
to see me. He answered r ig h t qu ick, ‘Yes, 
D obbin, I  d id. The com p’n y ’s decided a ll who 
ca n ’t  live  sum ptuous on w ha t they m ake a t 
th is  m ill  is to be g iven ten-day notice. I ’m  
g iv in ’ you yorgs n o w ."

“  ’B u t M r. W ild e r,’ I  says, ‘I  don ’t  under
stand w h a t’s caus in ’ th is . I  have never raised 
one w ord of com p la in t aga inst th is  m i l l . ’

“  ‘M r. Dobbin, i t ’s aw fu l knock in ’ on the 
m i l l , ’ he says, ‘to  have fo lks  w o rk in ’ fo r  th is  
com pany th a t ca lls  on the w e lfa re  and the 
Sa lva tion  A rm y  fo r  help. We don’t  like  to have 
the S a lva tion  A rm y  c a llin ' up th is  o ffice  and 
te l l in ’ us th e y ’d like  a con tribu tion  fro m  us to 
help them  take care o f our hands.’

“ I  looked a t M r . W ilde r s e tt in ’ there behind 
his desk and I  knowed he cou ldn ’t  help fe e lin ’ 
I  was te l l in ’ the tru th  when I  spoke. ‘Before 
God, M r. W ild e r,’ T said, ‘to m y  rico llec tion  
I ’ve never spoke to a S alvation A rm y  m an or 
wom an in  m y life  and I ’ve never been to no 
organ iza tion  to ask fo r  h e lp .’

"  ‘B u t you ’ve been a g e ttin ’ help, a in ’t  you?’ 
he asked.

“  ‘ I ’ve got help and I  h ig h ly  apprecia te  i t , ’ 
I  said. ‘I t ’s kep t m y ch ild ren  fro m  go in ' hun
g ry . ’

“  ‘Y ou ’ve got you r n o tice ,’ he answered me.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T  O F  T H E  P A S T
:By EMANUEL GARRETT

V IN C E N T  ST. JO H N  
(1873—June 21, 1929)

(The fo llow ing  account o f a g rea t f ig h te r ’s 
life  is fro m  an a rtic le  w ritte n  a t the tim e  o f 
St-. John ’s death by Jam es P. Cannon, N a tiona l 
S ecretary o f the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  (The 
M ilita n t, J u ly  1, 1929). Comrade Cannon 
w orked w ith  St. John in the g lo rious days of
W obbly m ilita n c y  and a c tiv ity .)

*  *  *

The death of V incen t St. John a t San F ra n 
cisco m arks  the passing o f another of the g rea t 
figu res  of the A m erican  re vo lu tio n a ry  m ove
m ent whose deeds helped to m ake its  tra d it io n  
and whose names w ill not be fo rgotten. “ The 
S a in t,”  as he was known to those who knew 
and loved h im , died a t the age of 56 a fte r a 
long illness com plica ted  by h igh blood pres
sure. He w il l  be s incere ly  m ourned by thou
sands whose lives were in fluenced by h im , 
p a rt ic u la r ly  by those who belonged to the old 
guard o f the I.W .W . in  its  b ravest days when 
he was its m oving  s p ir it  and gu id ing  in te l l i 
gence.

V incen t St. John, like  Haywood and F ra n k  
L itt le , was tra ined  in  the hard  school o f the 
W estern Federa tion  of M iners , th a t model 
labor union whose m ig h ty  s trugg les th rew  
th e ir shadow across the w orld  in  the la tte r  
years of the N ineteenth C entury and the f ir s t  
years of the Tw entie th . A m e ta l m in e r by 
trade , he jo ined the W estern Federa tion  in  
1894, and became one of the m ost m ilita n t 
figh te rs  in  its  ranks and an in flu e n tia l voice 
in its  councils. Despite his m odesty of d ispo
s ition , his freedom  fro m  personal am b ition  and 
his lack  of the a rts  o f se lf-aggrandizem ent, 
his w o rk  spoke loud ly  and b rought h im  w ide
spread fam e. H is  s t ir r in g  deeds as a pioneer 
organ izer became legends o f the m ovem ent 
and rem a in  such today. U n til 1907 he was a 
m em ber of the executive board of the W .F .M . 
and in  th a t s tra te g ic  position became the 
leader of the le ft w ing  in  the loom ing strugg le  
between conservative and re vo lu tio n a ry  un
ion ism  w hich centered around the question of 
a ff il ia t io n  to the I.W .W . w hich the W estern 
Federa tion  had p layed a ro le  in  founding in 
1905.

Led "Direct Actionists"
A t the second convention o f the I.W .W . in 

1906 St. John headed the re vo lu tio n a ry  synd i
c a lis t group w h ich  com bined w ith  the S .L.P . 
elem ents to oust Sherm an, a conserva tive , as 
P resident and to establish a new a d m in is tra 
tion  in  the organ iza tion  w ith  a revo lu tiona ry  
po licy. He became the general o rgan ize r under 
the new adm in is tra tio n , b reak ing  w ith  the 
W .F .M . on the  w ith d ra w a l o f the la tte r body, 
and g iv in g  his whole a llegiance to the I.W .W . 
He presided a t the 1908 convention w h ich  saw 
the s p lit  w ith  the S .L.P . and the e lim in a tio n  
o f the “ p o lit ic a l c lause”  fro m  the pream ble . 
St. John was the leader of the p ro le ta ria n  
“ D ire c t A c tio n ”  forces w hich defeated the 
“ p o lit ic a l”  w ing  of De Leon. T he rea fte r he 
served as G enera l S ecre tary o f the I.W .W . 
u n til 1914, and undoubted ly d id  m ore than 
anyone to shape its  course and prepare  the 
ground fo r  its  la te r developm ent under the 
active  leadership o f Haywood.

He w ith d re w  fro m  a c tiv ity  on leav ing  the 
o ffice  of G eneral S ecre tary  and engaged in  a 
m in in g  en te rp rise, doubtless w ith  the illu s o ry  
hope of a cqu iring  a fo rtune  to help finance the 
o rgan iza tion  o f the w orkers . Despite his re 
tire m e n t a t the period, fe a r of his ab ilitie s , 
and the prospect o f his re tu rn  to the o ffice  
vacated by the im prisonm en t o f Haywood, 
d ic ta ted  his own a rre s t and subsequent con
v ic tio n  w ith  the Chicago group o f I.W .W . w a r
tim e  prisoners. He served tw o and a h a lf

years a t Leavenw orth  before com m uta tion  
b rought h is release.

F ro m  his e a r lie r  concepts o f re vo lu tio n a ry  
soc ia lism  St. John, in  re vo lt aga inst the p a r
lia m e n ta ry  re fo rm ism  o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  
and the secta rian , u ltra - le g a l concepts o f the 
S oc ia lis t Labo r P g rty , developed along the 
line  o f re vo lu tiona ry  synd ica lism , the path 
taken by m any o f the best p ro le ta ria n  fig h te rs  
of the period. In  m any respects th is  re p re 
sented a step fo rw a rd  fro m  p a rlia m e n ta ry  
socia lism , bu t the p re jud ices and theo re tica l 
fa ls ity  o f the syn d ica lis t o r in d u s tr ia lis t posi
tion  were s to ring  up d isasters fo r  the fu tu re . 
The philosophy of the I.W .W ., w h ich  St. John 
d id  so m uch to shape, was too s im p le  fo r  the 
com plex s itua tion  brough t about by thè e n try  
of the U n ited  States in to  the W orld W ar. The 
g rea t sacrifices and hero ic deeds of its  m em 
bers were unava iling  aga inst th is  handicap 
and were g re a tly  discounted by it .  The s p ir it  
o f the I.W .W . died in  the w a r, and no t the 
least o f the signs of th is  tragedy was the loss 
of fa ith  o f p ra c t ic a lly  the en tire  body o f the 
old guard w h ich  had made its  h is to ry  and its  
g lo ry . St. John was am ong them . S p ir itua l 
death is the rea l death of revo lu tionaries.

To the g rea t loss of the w o rke rs ’ cause, St. 
John, and w ith  h im  the g rea t m a jo r ity  o f the 
lead ing m ilita n ts  o f the I.W .W ., fa ile d  to make 
the theore tica l and ta c tic a l ad justm ents neces
s ita ted  by the experience o f the W orld  W ar 
and the Russian R evolu tion. T h e ir lim ite d  in  
d u s tr ia lis t concepts rem ained unchanged 
C om m unism , especia lly  its  A m erican  rep re 
sentatives, im pressed them  un favo rab ly  and 
they could no t sw im  w ith  the c u rre n t Of the 
new m ovem ent. The enorm ous e rro rs , pre- 
sumptiousness and tactlessness o f the Com
m un is t p a rty  leadership are p a rt ly  responsible 
fo r th is  ca lam itous state of a ffa irs . A m erican  
com m un ism  should have been a n a tu ra l 
g row th  ou t o f the soil o f the pre -w ar m ove
m ent represented in  p a rt by the I.W .W . The 
e a rly  years o f the P a rty  were weakened and 
ham pered by th is  fa ilu re  and the I.W .W . 
m ovem ent, a lienated fro m  C om m unism , lost 
its  old tim e  v ig o r and passed in to  an inev itab le  
degeneration and decline.

A Tradition to Be Valued
B u t despite the tragedy of the a fte r-w a r 

years, the e a rlie r w o rk  o f the I.W .W . m i l i 
tan ts—and St. John in  the fro n t rank—reta ins 
a ll its  v a lid ity . They w ro te  m uch o f the t r a 
d itio n  o f the A m erican  re vo lu tio n a ry  m ove
m en t in  le tte rs  of f ire  th a t w il l  never be ex
tingu ished. The m odern m ovem ent o f Com
m unism , w h ich  is the h e ir to th e ir  achieve
ments, should va lue th is  tra d it io n  h ig h ly  and 
honor the m em ory o f the m en who made i t .  
The m em ory  o f V incen t St. John w il l  a lways 
be a treasure  to the re vo lu tiona ry  w orkers of 
A m erica  in  th e ir  asp iring  s trugg le  fo r  the 
w o rke rs ’ w orld .

F o r those who knew the “ S a in t”  as a m an 
and fr ie n d , his u n tim e ly  death brings a deep 
and poignant g rie f. He was a m ost adm irab le  
pe rsona lity—brave  and resolute, lo ya l and 
honest. He was a g ifted  and in sp ir in g  leader 
and organ ize r who gave h im se lf, th roughout 
the years of youth and manhood p rim e , un
t ir in g ly  and unspa ring ly  to the w o rke rs ’ cause. 
And w ith  the h ighest executive qua lities  he 
com bined the ra re  g if t  o f fr iendsh ip , o f w a rm 
ly  hum an considera tion  and concern fo r  
others, o f lo y a lty  in  personal re la tions, w h ich  
bound m en to h im  in  life -long  a ffection . Those 
who w ere so bound to h im , who knew the 
w a rm th  o f his handclasp, enshrine his m em 
o ry  in  th e ir  hearts along w ith  the best m em 
ories o f the g rea t cause fo r w h ich  we live  and 
s tr ive .

H a il and fa re w e ll, Sold ier, M an and F rie n d !

Effort to Win Back Auto Following Fails as 
Workers Refuse to Respond to Call

(Continued from  Page 1)
ca lled s tr ike , was no s tr ik e  a t 
a ll, bu t on ly a desperate ad
venture , the m en then spread 
the w ord  around, and fo iled  
M a r t in ’s a ttem pts  to c a rry  the 
“ s tr ik e ”  to o ther p lants.

M a r tin  M en B a lk
A t the F ish e r No. 2 p lan t, 

fo rm e r ly  M a r t in ’s outstanding 
stronghold , and where the 
C .I.O. has not even charte red  
a loca l, the m em bersh ip  b it te r 
ly denounced M a r tin 's  d ic ta to r
ia l methods, and refused to sup
p o rt an action about w hich they 
had not been consulted in  ad
vance. A t a m eeting o f the 
M a r tin  union in  F ish e r No. 2. 
attended by severa l hundred 
men, a ttem pts  to speak by E l
m er D ow ell, M a r tin  E xecu tive  
Board m em ber, w ere thw arted  
by boos and ca tca lls . A m o
tion  to go ou t on s tr ike  in  sup
p o rt of M a r t in ’s move was 
unanim ously defeated. A m o
tion  was then passed to po ll the 
m em bers o f the loca l by means 
of a re fe rendum , on the ques
tion  of re tu rn in g  to the U .A .W .- 
C .I.O.

A ttem p ts  to close the Chevro
le t and B u ick  p lan ts m e t w ith  
d ism a l fa ilu re .

In  the C hevro le t p lan ts where 
M a rtin  had co m p a ra tive ly  size
able blocs, he was m e t w ith  
re b u ff by h is own m em bers. 
Here M a r t in ’s red -ba iting  reac
tio n a ry  p rog ram  slapped h im  
in  the face. In  these p lants 
M a rtin  had gathered around 
h im  a ll the w o rs t reac tiona ry  
and anti-un ion elem ents. These 
men are aga inst m ilita n t action 
of any k ind , and refused to sup
p o rt M a r t in ’s s tr ike  under any 
circum stances, having  jo ined 
w ith  h im  on ly to indulge in  red
b a iting  and c lass-co llaboration. 
These men are no longer M a r
t in  men, but have dropped back 
in to  th e ir o rig in a l ro les o f com 
pany stooges and finks .

In  the C hevro le t No. 2 p lan t, 
where i t  happened th a t M a rtin  
had a h a lf dozen m en in  key 
positions, the p la n t was fo rced 
to shut down fo r  about an hour, 
bu t q u ick ly  resum ed p roduc
tion.

In  B u ick  there w asn ’t  a t in 
k e r ’s dozen to support the bu
re a u c ra tic  and adven tu ris tic  
“ s tr ik e .”  Instead of ra lly in g  
m en to his side, M a r t in ’s 
c lum sy and stup id  tac tics  a li
enated even his own m eager 
forces.

B u t “ S trike ”  Is  W arn ing
In  spite o f its  d ism a l fa ilu re , 

its  d ic ta to r ia l methods, and its  
thorough ly  anti-un ion charac
te r, the s tr ike  nevertheless 
sha rp ly  ca lls  to a tten tion  the 
necessity fo r the U .A .W .-C .I.O . 
to begin to do som ething about 
the w retched state o f o rgan iza
tion  in  G eneral M otors.

M a r tin  knew ve ry  w e ll th a t 
C .I.O . m em bers were d issa tis 
fied  w ith  the t im id  and do-noth
ing  polic ies o f th e ir  leaders, 
and hoped to re-establish h im - 
sef by p lay ing  upon th is  fee l
ing. Th is should serve as a 
s trong w arn ing , and faces the 
C.I.O . leaders square ly w ith  
the task of show ing th e ir  m em 
bers, and the g rea t num ber of 
men outside the union, some 
rea l action or su ffe r the conse
quences.

C ontrast w ith  B riggs
The in sp ir in g  s tr ike  and v ic 

to ry  a t B riggs  body p lan t, in  
D e tro it, is a g low ing ca ll to 
a rm s. The union m ust re tu rn  to 
the bold and m ili ta n t tra d it io n  
of the past, when i t  was an un
conquerable fo rce . The B riggs  
s tr ike  was successful because 
i t  was fough t along the old, 
m ilita n t lines th a t have always 
won v ic to ries , and w h ich  the 
w orkers , p a rt ic u la r ly  in  F lin t, 
know they m ust use. The 
B riggs  s tr ike  has done m uch 
to reaw aken desire fo r  m ilita n t 
action ; i f  fo llow ed up w ith  a 
m ilita n t cam paign o f organ iza
tion , i t  can po in t the w ay to 
w ard  a com plete re juvena tion  
of the U .A .W .-C .I.O .

W hile B riggs , under an an ti 
S ta lin is t leadersh ip , has made 
hea lthy  strides ahead, the 
F lin t  U .A .W .-C .I.O . locals lie

im oo ten t under the p a ll o 
S ta lin is t dom ination. M ilita n ts  
who tu rned  to the C om m unist 
P a rty , because they hoped to 
find  there a bold and rad ica l 
leadersh ip , are becom ing ra p 
id ly  d is illusioned. I t  is tim e  fo r 
them  to break w ith  th is  reac
tio n a ry  m achine.

Smashing the M a r tin  action 
alone w il l  not sa tis fy  the thou
sands o f m en in  the p lan ts who 
have been d is illus ioned both by 
the dragged out fac tiona l w a r, 
and by the floundering , union
w reck ing  polic ies o f the present 
leadersh ip . These m en w an t 
th e ir ba rga in ing  righ ts  re 
stored, they w an t the 30-hour 
week a t 40 hours pay, they 
w an t a closed shop agreem ent 
w ith  G eneral M otors. And when 
they see the U .A .W .-C .I.O . ge t
tin g  in to  action they w il l  read
i ly  take th e ir  places in  the 
ranks o f union figh te rs .

W hether M a r tin  m akes head
w ay in  the auto fie ld , and 
w hether the com pany succeeds 
in  sm ashing the union a ltogeth
er, depends e n tire ly  upon 
w hether o r no t a m ili ta n t o r
ganizationa l cam paign is be
gun by the U .A .W .-C .I.O .

Y e llow  “ Leaders”
In  F lin t  the C.I.O . leadership, 

and th e ir a rm y  o f S ta lin is t 
flunkeys, have d istinguished 
tnem selves by th e ir t im id ity  
and fea r, lest they do some
th ing  to ir r i ta te  the police. A 
plan to hold co lo rfu l and m il i
ta n t ra llie s  a t p la n t gates, a fte r 
having  been voted upon by the 
C hevro le t E xecu tive  B oard , 
and passed, was quashed by 
A r t  Case, reg iona l d ire c to r, be
cause the action m ig h t possib ly 
have led to a l it t le  troub le  w ith  
the cops.

M ilita n ts  know the U n ited  
Autom obile  W orkers was not 
b u ilt  w ith  th is k ind  o f a craven 
be llye ra w lin g  a ttitude , bu t by 
bold action.

Toward the Party Convention

New Directions Require New 
Methods o f Party Work

-B y  JA M E S  P. C AN N O N .

S.U.P. BUCKS 
GOVERNMENT

Showdown Fight Go
ing Full Blast on 
West Coast
(Continued from  Page 1)

West Coast Sa ilors, S.U .P. 
w eekly, June 8, repo rts :

H ir in g  H a lls  Issue
“ M a r it im e  C om m ission rep 

resentatives ca lled  on the S a il
ors U nion and asked the Sec
re ta ry  w hy the sa ilo rs had a 
p icke t line  around the ship 
when there was no crew  on the 
vessel. . . They believed the 
S.U .P. ought to le t them  load 
and said th a t ‘m eanw hile  we 
could negotiate fu r th e r in  re 
gard  to ge tting  ship crew s fro m  
union h a lls .’ (Oh, yeah !)

"T h e  representatives were 
to ld th a t the S.U .P. w il l  keep 
a p icke t line  around the fin k  
ship u n til such tim e  as the M a r
it im e  Com m ission sees f i t  to 
get a crew  fro m  the S .U .P .— 
M arine  F irem en  ha lls  th rough 
the re g u la r channels.”

The showdown came when 
the M a r it im e  Com m ission, 
Roosevelt-appointed body, ig 
nored the dec la ra tion  o f the 
sa ilo rs  th a t no ship w il l  move 
on the West Coast th a t is not 
m anned by crew s dispatched 
fro m  the union h ir in g  ha lls  
w hich the sa ilo rs  have shed 
th e ir  blood to establish as the 
sole method of ob ta in ing  crews.

The C om m ission ’s a tte m p t to 
h ire  th rough non-union chan
nels is believed to be ins tiga ted  
by the shipowners who, a l
though pushed into line du ring  
the s tr ikes  of the la s t few 
years, are s t i l l  hoping to break 
the union. A d m ira l Land, c h a ir
m an of the C om m ission, has 
openly defined the m erchan t 
m arine  as an a u x ilia ry  o f the 
N avy, and appears to be de te r
m ined to t r y  to reduce the m e r
chant sa ilo rs to the ro b o H ike  
m ili ta ry  d isc ip line  o f the N avy.

A re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  begins w ith  an idea, 
and the idea—th a t is, the p rog ram —becomes 
an a ll-conquering  pow er capable o f tra n s fo rm 
ing  society when i t  perm eates the mass. The 
w ork  o f a ttra c tin g  the masses to the revo lu 
tio n a ry  p ro g ra m  does not proceed along a 
s tra ig h t line  by the s im p le  repe tition  o f p ropa
ganda. I f  th a t w ere so, w o rk in g  class p o lit i
c ians w ould no t be necessary; a good phono
graph—or a secta rian , w hich is the same th ing  
—w ould su ffice . The strugg le  fo r  the support 
o f the m a jo r ity  of the w o rk ing  class, the p re 
requ is ite  fo r  the soc ia lis t v ic to ry , is  an ex
tre m e ly  com plica ted  strugg le , and one w hich, 
m oreover, is constan tly  changing and con
s ta n tly  im posing sh ifts  in  em phasis and d if fe r 
en t methods o f w o rk . I t  is  necessary to keep 
a c lea r v iew  of the goal b u t th a t alone is no t 
enough. The a r t o f re vo lu tiona ry  po lit ics  con
sists in  recogniz ing the m ost favo rab le  im m e d 
ia te  ob jective  and of concen tra ting , accord ing 
to the m ili ta ry  m otto , a ll fo rces on the po in t 
o f a ttack . O n ly thus is i t  possible to move fo r 
w ard .

Len in  spoke o f the necessity o f seizing the 
r ig h t l in k  in  the cha in . And T ro tsky  cram m ed 
a ll p ra c tica l p o lit ic a l w isdom  in to  a s ingle sen
tence when he said the m ost im p o rta n t o f a ll 
questions is, w ha t to do next. The ta c tic a l o r i
en ta tion o f the m om ent depends on w n i!  is 
necessary and w ha t is possible a t the mo m em .

The Way Is Cleared
O ur goal is and has been a lw ays the same— 

the w inn ing  over of the masses fo r  the revo lu 
tio n a ry  s trugg le  fo r  power. I t  was the same in  
our fo rm a tive  days when we d isregarded the 
“ mass w o rk ”  w indbags, as la te r when we 
tu rned  to broader fie lds  o f p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity  
and broke w ith  the sectarians. I f  we say to 
day, w ith  a t least the fo rm a l agreem ent o f the 
whole p a rty , th a t our w ork  m ust now  be con
centra ted  d ire c tly  on mass w o rk  i t  is because 
the road has been c leared fo r such a tu rn . The 
ra th e r sad fa c t th a t our p ractices in  th is  re 
spect have by no means caught up w ith  our 
resolutions does not s ig n ify  any in ten tion  on 
our p a rt to deceive ourselves by our unani
mous declara tions. We mean w ha t we say and 
w il l  lea rn  how to act accord ing ly .

Nobody a t the  convention w il l  argue against 
the necessity o f a fu l l  concentra tion  on mass 
w ork . Nobody w il l  propose th a t we go back 
and chew the fa t  once again w ith  the secta rian  
c liques who have theorized them selves in to  a 
secluded corner and re m a in  the re  to eve ry
body’s sa tis fac tion—th e ir  own, and ours and 
th a t of the w o rld  a t la rge . I t  is  un im ag inab le  
th a t anyone should suggest th a t we go back 
and f ig h t over again the fa c tio n a l s trugg le  
w ith in  a com m on organ iza tion  w ith  the Thom - 
asite “ soc ia lis ts .”  T h a t chap te r is fin ished. 
W hat was once a live  and re vo lu tio n a ry  there 
belongs now to the A m erican  section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

As fo r  the spurious " u n ity ”  cam paign o f the 
Lovestoneites—is i t  possible th a t any m em ber 
o f our p a rty  can be caught on th is  hook? H a rd 
ly . Th is pe tty  s tra tegem  o f the Lovestoneite 
leadersh ip  — as tra n sp a re n tly  crooked as its  
authors—is designed on ly  as a r t if ic ia l s tim u 
la tion  fo r  a doomed and d w in d lin g  sect w ith 
ou t p ro g ra m  or prospects o r good repute, and 
a cover-up fo r  the rea l ob jec t of the m aneuver 
—u n ity  w ith  the S ocia lis t P a rty  and the Social 
D em ocra tic  Federa tion . No, there is no th ing  
there  fo r  us. L e t the Lovestoneites un ite  i f  
they w ish w ith  the Thom asites and the flag - 
w av ing  Socia l-dem ocrats. T h a t is th e ir  a ffa ir , 
and we have no ob jection ; they a ll need a b it 
o f “ u n ity ” , God knows. B u t le t us attend to 
our own w o rk—the penetra tion  o f the w o rke rs ’ 
mass m ovem ent.

I  repeat, i f  we have no t been about th is  busi
ness i t  is no t fro m  lack of conv ic tion  as to its  
necessity. I t  is s im p ly  th a t we hesita te—or 
don’t  know how—to begin in  earnest. We have 
m ore fa ith  than w orks and fa ith  w ith o u t w orks 
is dead.

What We Still Lack
The s itua tion  W ith in the ra d ica l labor m ove

m ent has been long since ripe  fo r  a decisive 
tu rn  to mass w ork, and the ob jective  c irc u m 
stances are becom ing inc reas ing ly  favo rab le . 
W hat is lack ing , p r im a r i ly , is the necessary 
psycholog ica l read jus tm en t and change In 
methods o f w ork  imposed by the new tasks. 
The expe rt p ro g ra m m a tic  c r it ic s , propagan
dists and in te rn a l fa c tio n  fig h te rs  o f yeste r
day—th a t’s w ha t we w ere and th a t ’s w ha t we 
needed to be in  the conditions o f the tim e —

have no t ye t m astered the a r t  o f m ass a g ita 
tion  and o f s im p le  day to day w o rk  in  the trade  
unions and o ther mass organ iza tions. Too 
m any o f ou r com rades, who can debate any 
question o f the p ro g ra m  a t the drop o f the ha t, 
f in d  d if f ic u lty  in  speaking the language o f the 
unschooled w o rke r who is ready fo r action  and 
w illin g  to lea rn .

Th is  is no t said to disparage those who have 
m astered the p ro g ra m  and the a b ility  to  de
fend i t  aga inst a ll opponents, no r to con tras t 
educationa l w o rk  to mass ag ita tion . F a r  fro m  
i t .  I t  is a question ra th e r o f supplem enting  the 
one w ith  the o ther. The prob lem  w hich  presses 
ha rd  today and w il l  press ha rde r tom orrow  is 
to in te rp re t and expound the p rog ram  in  such 
a w ay as to enable w id e r c irc les  o f w orkers , 
h ithe rto  unacquainted w ith  M a rx is t doctrine , 
to understand i t  and ac t upon it .  T h a t is  an 
a r t w h ich  we m us t lea rn . We m ust p u t o u r
selves to school in  the liv in g  m ovem ent o f the 
w orkers . To do th a t we m ust ge t in to  i t .  In  
spite o f eve ry th in g  the w a te r rem a ins the on ly  
place where one can le a rn  to sw im .

Learning by Doing
The w o rke rs ’ mass m ovem ent is the source 

of power, and also o f com pensating in sp ira 
tion  and enthusiasm  fo r  those re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ilita n ts  who in te llig e n tly  p a rtic ip a te  in  i t .  I t  
w il l  see i t  dem onstra ted once again  a t the 
convention — th a t those com rades who are 
lea rn ing  by doing in  the mass m ovem ent are 
the least ta in ted  w ith  pessim ism  and d iscou r
agem ent, th a t sickness o f iso lated, helpless 
and hopeless people who contem plate  life  w ith 
ou t l iv in g  i t  and see the w o rld  m irro re d  by 
th e ir  own weakness.

The convention w il l  do w e ll to  lis ten  a tten 
tiv e ly  to those com rades who come fresh  fro m  
active  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the recen t class battles 
—the B riggs  s tr ike  a t D e tro it, m ilita n t actions 
of the unem ployed a t F lin t,  the epic s trugg le  
o f the seamen on the P a c if ic  coast, the m ag
n ifice n t cam paign fo r  the independent labo r 
tic k e t in  M inneapolis. The in v in c ib le  pow er o f 
the labo ring  mass in  action com m unicates its  
enthusiasm  and its  confidence to its  p a r t ic i
pants and they, in  tu rn , w il l  he lp to com m un i
cate i t  to the convention o f the p a rty  and de
te rm ine  its  s p ir it  and o rien ta tion .

We have every  r ig h t to  confidence in  ou r fu 
tu re , fo r  we alone, ou t o f a 15-year period o f 
unprecedented defeat and d is in tegra tion , have 
fough t a w ay fo rw a rd . B eg inn ing  w ith  no th ing 
bu t a re vo lu tio n a ry  p ro g ra m  and a hand fu l o f 
people, we have become a m ovem ent, i f  as 
ye t b u t a sm a ll one, and have sw ept a ll r iv a ls  
fro m  the fie ld . O ur p a rty  is  the sole o rgan iza 
tion  o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  vanguard . O ur p ro 
g ra m m a tic  disputes w ith  the fu t ile  sectarians 
o f the r ig h t as w e ll as the pseudo-left—un
avoidable in  the s trugg le  to c la r ify  the doc
tr in e  o f the m ovem ent and s if t  ou t the basic 
cadres, a lthough they cost us precious years 
o f tim e  and e ffo r t —  are fin ished  and done. 
They are th ings o f yesterday and we sha ll no t 
re tu rn  to them . N o th ing  is m ore foo lish  than 
to chase a s tree t ca r a fte r i t  has been caught.

The Road Is Pointed
O ur road now points d ire c tly  to the mass 

m ovem ent and to the re c ru it in g  o f hundreds 
and thousands where once we counted our new 
adherents in  ones and twos. I f  we have been 
su ffe rin g  a ce rta in  stagnation , w h ich  we do 
no t conceal fro m  ourselves o r others, i t  is  p r i 
m a r ily  because we have no t ye t made the 
necessary read jus tm en t o f ou r w o rk  to new 
tim es and new conditions. F ro m  a ll in d ica 
tions there  is every  reason to be confiden t th a t 
the convention w il l  su rvey  the s itua tion  re a l
is t ic a lly  and g ive the s igna l fo r  a speedier re 
ad justm ent.

I  have not m entioned the s trugg le  against 
the S ta lin is t P a rty  as one o f the tasks th a t are 
behind us nor one th a t can be separated fro m  
e ffec tive  w ork  in  the broad w o rke rs ’ mass 
m ovem ent. Indeed, i t  is  p rec ise ly  in  the trade  
unions th a t our m ilita n ts  encounter the S ta lin 
is t m achine as the grea test obstacle and the 
grea test enem y. P ro found ly  w rong are those 
com rades who, in  th e ir  com m endable zeal to 
concentra te  a ll a c tiv ity  on trade  union w ork , 
t r y  to ju m p  over the S ta lin is t obstacle and 
“ constructive  w o rk "  to the un re len ting  fro n ta l 
a ttack  aga inst the p a rty  d irec ted  by degener
ate tu rncoats. The p a rty  m us t be c lea r on 
th is . O therw ise i t  w il l  no t succeed in  the  mass 
m ovem ent. I  w il l  take up th is  question in  m y 
next a rtic le .

PICNIC
On the Palisades

Weenie R oast - M a rsh m a l
lows - M usic - M oon ligh t 

Camp F ire  - Songs

M eet a t the Low er E as t Side 
H eadquarte rs 

163 N o rfo lk  St. a t 7 P .M . 
o r

D yckm an St. F e rry  a t 8 P .M .

S ATU R D A Y, JU N E  17
S ubscrip tion 20c

M ASS MEETING
Greet The Anti-War Convention of the Socialist Workers 

Party! Hear The Internationalist Position on War!
C ha irm an : JA M E S  P. CANNO N
R eporter fo r the P o lit ic a l C om m ittee : M A X  SHACHTM AN
Speakers: V . R. D U N N E  o f M inneapolis, G EN O R A JOHNSON o f F lin t,  G LE N  

T R IM B L E  o f San F ranc isco , G EO R G E C LA R K E  of D e tro it, R E U B E N  
P LA S K E T T  OF N E W A R K , N A T H A N  G O U LD , N a tiona l Secretary Y .P .S .L .

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 8 P.M.
Irving. Plaza, Irving Place at 15th Street

AD M ISSIO N  25c

A FULL DAY'S OUTING AT THE BEACH!

SUNDAY, JUNE 25 th
Restricted beach: Swimming, sun bathing, 
tennis, handball, baseball, croquet, etc.

plus
2 EXCELLENT HOME COOKED MEALS

(d inner and supper)
E n te rta in m e n t, D ancing , etc.

SEA VIEW MANOR
4909 Beach 49th St., Brooklyn 

•
SU BSCR IPTIO N  $1.50

R eservations are lim ite d  in  num ber and m ust be sent in  
ahead o f tim e , no la te r  than  T hursday, June 22, 1939. Send 
reservations and rem ittances to E . R . F ra n k , 116 U n ive r
s ity  P lace, New Y o rk .
A rrangem ents  have been m ade to leave by boat fro m  the 
B a tte ry  fo r  a fo rty -m in u te  rid e  to Seagate fo r  15 cents. 
The grounds can also be reached by subway.

M A K E  T H IS  D A T E  A  M U S T!

S P A R K S  IN  T H E  N E W S
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E d ito r :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N  

A ssociate E d ito r s :
H A R O L D  R O B E R T S  F E L IX  M O R R O W

S ta ff M em bers :
E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T  JO S E P H  H A N S E N

Business M a n a g e r:
S. S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r every w o rke r.

2. Open the id le  facto ries— operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ contro l.

3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  doUar F edera l pub lic  w orks 
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F am ilie s .

7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An independent Labor P a rty .

11. W orkers ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  
and Fasc is t a ttacks.

Minneapolis Elections
T. A. Eide, organized labor’s candidate for 

Mayor in last Monday’s Minneapolis elections, 
was hardly known to anyone except active trade 
unionists before his nomination. A ll the more 
significant are the 75,000 votes cast for him, 
but a few thousand short o f victory.

A ll the more significant were these votes, too, 
in the face o f disastrous defeats o f labor-en
dorsed candidates throughout the country during 
the last year, in the face of the indubitable 
growth o f reaction. A ll the more significant in 
contrast to Farmer-Labor Governor Benson’s 
annihilating defeat last November.

The key to understanding Eidc’s splendid run 
is to understand why a half m illion voters who 
were for Benson in 1936 were for the Repub
lican Stassen in November, 1938. Two years of 
the New Deal had intervened; all its promises 
had proved empty, and the New Deal had lie- 
come the W ar Deal. When the labor movement, 
instead o f presenting its own candidates, backed 
the W ar Deal, millions of votes that would have 
gone for independent labor candidates were in
stead cast against the status cpio; and since the 
only alternative to the status quo was the Re
publicans, these deluded millions voted Repub
lican.

The Minneapolis trade unioi\ municipal cam
paign represented the widening r if t  between la
bor support and the W ar Deal— a move from 
Rooseveltism to independent class action. That 
break was not clearly etched in positive terms, 
but the tendency was indicated by programmatic 
demands on issues which the W ar Deal has 
ducked —  jobs and relief, housing, rights of 
unions, etc. Almost all the candidates were ac
tive trade unionists. Unfortunately an apparatus 
had to be built overnight, and on a temporary 
basis, for the old Farmer-Labor Party was dead 
and the unions were not ready for a permanent 
Labor Party organization, many union leaders 
hoping to re-organize the Farmer-Labor Party 
on a state basis afterward. But essentially the 
municipal campaign was a great step forward in 
presenting independent labor political action as 
the real alternative to the W ar Deal.

Equally significant is it to understand that in 
making this turn from being a tail to the War 
Deal to standing at the head o f the oppressed 
masses, the labor movement w ill find its most 
perfidious opponent to be the Communist Party. 
That organization, which is neither communist 
nor a party, is the most frenzied supporter o f the 
W ar Deal, and w ill leave no stone unturned in 
destroying an independent Labor Party move
ment.

A  Stalinist dispatch dated June 12— the day 
before the election— to the Daily Worker says 
that “ Trotskyite activity has weakened the pro
gressive campaign”  —  how? By “ constantly 
claiming that the united progressive ticket is a 
‘trade union.sIate’ ” ! And the next day the Stal
inist sheet had the effrontery to report that “ the 
narrow gap that separated the progressives from 
victory . . . resulted mainly from the failure to 
make clear to the people o f the city that the 
Farmer-Labor candidates defended the New 
Deal objectives.” The argument itself is of 
course beneath contempt, fo r precisely because 
he identified himself with the New Deal, Benson 
was annihilated and with him the Farmer-Labor 
Party last November. But what is significant is 
that the Stalinists are so determined to keep or
ganized labor yoked to the W ar Deal that they 
w ill do anything, literally anything, to maintain

that yoke. Anything includes sabotaging a cam
paign whch, like Eide’s, was a break away from 
the W ar Deal and a step toward an independent 
Labor Party program.

As in the task o f furthering m ilitant tactics in 
the trade unions fo r economic demands, so in 
the task o f m ilitant labor politics, the trade union 
movement can advance only as it rids itself of 
the syphilis o f Stalinism.

Hague and the C .I.O .
Following the anti-Hague decision o f the 

Supreme Court and the more or less undisturbed 
meeting o f the Civil Liberties Union in Jersey 
City, the liberals and the labor bureaucratic 
friends o f the Democratic party have again filled 
the air with their praises o f the Supreme Court, 
the virtues o f democracy and the burial o f May
or Hague.

We’ve heard that before, in fact every time 
some court, or some statesman signed his name 
to what immediately became a scrap of paper in 
Hague’s domain. Hague did not come into pow
er by means o f solemn and imposing sheets of 
paper, and he w ill not be unseated that way. He 
rose to power because he represented a grow- 
ingly aggressive organized force, with a clear- 
cut, unambiguous anti-labor program. He can be 
smashed, and labor’s rights restored in Jersey 
City, only by an equally militant, organized 
force, with an equally clear-cut, unambiguous 
pro-labor program.

The secretary of the New Jersey Industrial 
Union Council, C.I.O., who apparently knows 
the situation a little  better than some o f his star
ry-eyed fellow officials, was, according to the 
C.I.O. News Service, “ skeptical about the de
cision’s ability to take the sting out of Hague’s 
vehement anti-unionism.”

“ The Supreme Court decision w ill help a lot,”  
he said, “ but it w ill drive Hague underground. 
There he w ill try to mobilize his supposed-to-be 
veterans and his other stooges to foment trouble 
against us.”

Secretary Goldsmith is substantially correct. 
Hague is not demobilizing his reactionary mob
sters. They are still on tap— functioning a little 
less ostentatiously for a time, perhaps —  pre
pared to maintain Hague in power and keep 
labor under their heel.

To try facing these mobsters with a copy of 
Supreme Court paper is foolhardy as well as 
futile. Hagucism, like fascism in general, can be 
smashed only by mobilizing the militant, trained 
forces o f the labor movement.

And that means: Union Defense Guards, the 
shield of labor in its resistance to reaction’s 
march.

Martin Dies' Ideal
In his May report to his National Committee, 

Earl Browder, party secretary, who looks under 
his bed each night for “ Trotskyist and Love- 
stoneite spies” , describes them as follows :

“ They are impatient fo r ‘revolutionary ac
tion’ ; their talk runs to ‘blood and thunder’ ; 
they are the advocates o f ‘violent overthrow of 
the government’ who are Martin Dies’ ideal of 
a Communist.”

We pick up a book called State and Rez’olu- 
tion issued in a new edition by Browder’s pub
lishing house seven years ago. The author of 
the book was a man named Lenin. Also, he was 
a Communist and, i f  we may say so, a genuine 
Communist.

On page 18, Lenin w rites:
“ F ifth ly , in the same work of Engels, from 

which every one remembers his argument on 
the ‘withering away’ o f the state, there is also a 
disquisition on the significance o f a violent rev
olution. The historical analysis of its role be
comes, with Engels, a veritable panegyric on 
violent revolution. This, of course, ‘no one re
members’ ; to talk or even to think of the im
portance o f this idea is not considered good 
form by contemporary socialist parties [Hear, 
hear, Browder!], and in daily propaganda and 
agitation among the masses it plays no part 
whatever.”

On page 20:
“ It [the bourgeois state] cannot be replaced 

by the proletarian state (the dictatorship o f the 
proletariat) through ‘withering away’ but, as a 
general rule, only through a violent revolution.”

Again, on the same page:
“ The necessity of systematically fostering 

among the masses this and just this point of 
view about violent revolution lies at the root of 
the whole of M arx ’s and Engels’ teaching. The 
neglect of such propaganda and agitation by 
both the present predominant social-chauvinist 
and the Kautskyist currents brings their betrayal 
of M arx ’s and Engels’ teaching into prominent 
relief. The replacement o f the bourgeois by the 
proletarian state is impossible without a violent 
revolution.”

Browder ends his report by saying that “ wfc 
have the party for which they [the people] have 
been looking, a party worthy o f our great prin
ciples and aims, a party worthy o f Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin.”

I f  only he had left out the names o f Marx, 
Engels and Lenin, he would have been literally 
and scientifically exact.

Browder Starts Sweeping Purge of 
C. P. in Grand Manner of Stalin

Report to Communist Party's National Committee, Which 
Undergoes Several Changes in Its Published Versions, 
Announces Plans for Purge to Meet Growing Discontent

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
o r w o rk  in  state o ffice  techn ic
a l s ta ffs ; some are found in 
section lead ing  com m ittees.”

B row der fu r th e r reveals th a t 
he has had his own G .P .U . a t 
w o rk  hun ting  down m alcon
tents and a ll others who, fo r 
one reason or another, are 
scheduled fo r  the axe. The es
pionage w ork, he declares, has 
been ca rr ie d  out fo r some tim e  
w ithou t the knowledge o f the 
p a rty  m em bersh ip , of even the 
whole leadership w hich is  sup
posed to d ire c t a ll the w o rk  of 
the p a rty  and its  secre tary.

“ Th is knowledge is the resu lt 
o f in tensive investiga tion  by the 
N a tiona l C om m ittee , w ith o u t 
engaging the whole P a rty  
m em bersh ip  or even the lead
ing  cadres in  a spy hunt. A 
considerable num ber o f these 
enemy agents have been re 
moved fro m  the P a r ty ; others 
d isappeared as they realized 
they were under suspicion. 
B U T  T H E  P R O B LE M  IS 
S T IL L  B E F O R E  US. . .”
(O ur em phasis.)

In  his repo rt, B row der fu r 
the r ind ica tes th a t one of the 
reasons fo r the fra n k  “ spy 
h u n t”  w hich is now on in  the 
open, is to fin d  scapegoats fo r 
the debacles of the B row der 
leadership, w h ich  is its e lf p rob
ab ly under heavy pressure and 
c r it ic is m  fro m  its  bosses in 
Moscow.
LOSING GROUND 
ON M A N Y  FRONTS .

The S ta lin is ts  have been los
ing ground on m any fron ts , in 
c lud ing  the trade  unions, and 
the revu ls ion  aga inst th e ir  re 
ac tiona ry  po lic ies is producing 
the inev itab le  reaction  in the 
m em bersh ip  records. Tw ice  in 
bis re p o rt B row der takes note 
o f th is  phenomenon:

“ As our P a rty  m em bersh ip  
approaches the 100,000 m a rk , 
we have noted a s lackening of 
the ra te  of g row th . Th is  is an 
a lm ost In fa llib le  sign of the ac
cum u la tion  o f unsolved p rob
lem s o f ad jus tm en t of the P a r
ty  to its  tasks and env iron 
m en t.”

The “ unsolved p rob lem s”  re-

fe rred  to ev iden tly  include the 
prob lem  of the “ p u rge .”

“ We have adjusted our ex
pectations of g ro w th ,”  B row der 
says la te r on in  his repo rt, “ to 
th a t w h ich  can reasonably be 
expected to be assim ila ted  in 
to long-te rm  a c tiv ity . O ur im 
m ediate prob lem  is revealed by 
the ra te  of g row th  beginning to 
fa ll even below th is  reasonable 
expecta tion .”

Another reason fo r  the purge 
is ind ica ted  by B row der else
where in h is repo rt, nam ely, 
th a t a ll c r it ic is m  o f the reac
tio n a ry , p ro - im p e ria lis t po licy  
of the S ta lin is t leadership 
made by discontented p a rty  
m em bers, is to be d iscred ited  
in  advance as the w ork  of 
spies and in fo rm e rs . Here too 
the K re m lin  technique is being 
copied to the le tte r, and any 
p a rty  m em ber who dares 
henceforth express his d is 
agreem ent w ith  the a lm ig h ty  
p a rty  bureaucracy and its  po l
ic ies w il l  be sub jec t to im m e d i
ate expulsion as a “ T ro tsky is t- 
Lovestoneite spy and w re c k e r"  
—to use B ro w d e r’s own te rm s.

“ T h e ir (the “ T ro ts k y is t”  and 
“ Lovestoneite”  “ spies and p ro 
vocateurs” ) m a in  occupation is 
fu rn ish ing  ’ re vo lu tio n a ry ’ rea 
sons fo r the perfo rm ance of re 
ac tionary  deeds. -They are con
s tan tly  searching fo r ‘con tacts ’ 
among P a rty  m em bers, espec
ia lly  d iscontented ones, fo r 
whom they have an established 
technique to tra n s fo rm  in to  ac
tive  agents.”

(The la s t sentence is no t a 
defect in  B ro w d e r’s syn tax : i t ’s 
the l ite ra l trans la tion  fro m  the 
Russian.)
D ESC RIBES V IC T IM S  
OF T H E  PU R G E

T h a t there is d issa tis faction  
w ith  the o ff ic ia l S ta lin is t line— 
pro -w ar, pro-Roosevelt, a n ti
re vo lu tiona ry  — m ay be gath
ered fro m  the w ay in  w hich 
B row der describes the intended 
v ic tim s  o f the purge.

“ A h igher type of p rovoca
teu r is the one sent in to  the 
P a rty  to  obta in , o r a lready 
equipped w ith , p o lit ic a l t ra in 
ing  w h ich  he is ins truc ted  to

u tilize  fo r  c rea ting  d ifferences 
and disputes, w h ich  he tr ie s  to 
lead tow ard  the c rys ta lliza tio n  
o f factions. Such agents are a l
ways ‘m ore re vo lu tio n a ry ’ 
than the P a rty  leadersh ip  and 
the m em bers gene ra lly ; they 
are im p a tie n t fo r ‘ revo lu tion 
a ry  action ’ ; th e ir  ta lk  runs to 
‘blood and thunder’ ; they are 
the advocates o f ‘v io len t over
th row  of the governm ent’ who 
are M a rtin  D ies’ idea l o f a 
C om m unist. T h e ir special p u r
pose, besides fu rn ish in g  em 
ployers and police w ith  ‘e v i
dence,’ is to e xe rt in fluence 
upon the a c tiv itie s  o f the P a rty  
tow ard  sec ta rian ism ; to create 
an atm osphere o f conspiracy 
and suspicion, to appear them 
selves as ‘spy hun te rs ’ . ”

T h a t the purge is no t d irected 
a t the occasional rea l stool- 
pigeon, and not even on ly  at 
d iscontented rank  and file rs , 
bu t also and perhaps p r im a r i ly  
a t p rom inen t p a rty  o ffic ia ls , is 
also made c lea r by B row der. 
Jus t as S ta lin  had to have men 
like  Z inov iev and B u kh a rin  p re 
sented as “ enemies of the peo
p le ”  fo r a period of tim e  dating  
back to the Bo lshevik revo lu 
tion  and even before tha t, 
B row der, on his own p e ttie r 
scale, is fra m in g  up his pres
ent colleagues, unnam ed fo r 
the tim e  being, as “ w reck ing  
agen ts" fo r the past tw enty 
years!

In  his re p o rt he h in ts broad
ly  th a t the leadersh ip  of the 
C om m unist P a rty  as fa r  back 
as 1922—th a t is, n ineteen years 
ago— was composed of “ c lever 
and subtle w reck ing  agents”  
and spies. Added sign ificance 
is g iven to these references by 
B ro w d e r’s po in ting  to the fa c t 
tha t such “ agents”  no t only 
“ abound in the trade  unions 
and w ork  am ong the new er, 
less experienced organizations 
o f the P a r ty .”  bu t are also rep 
resented in the h igher co m m it
tees of the p a rty .

There can be no doubt th a t 
the S ta lin is t p a rty  in  th is  coun
t r y  is in  fo r a trem endous 
shakeup along the lines made 
so notorious by S ta lin  in  the 
Soviet Union.

Texas Bosses Resort to Courts 
In Offensive Against Unionists

By a Special Correspondent
HOUSTON. June 10—A m onth 

ago a H a rr is  County G rand 
J u ry  began an inves tiga tion  of 
“ labor v io lence”  and “ com m u
n is tic  a c tiv it ie s "  in  the Hous
ton labor m ovem ent. Th is  fo l
lowed d ire c tly  on the heels of 
a year o f ra p id  progress of 
both the C.I.O . and the progres
sive A .F .L . unions. Houston has 
had some har(J fough t s tr ike s : 
the Coco-cola s tr ike  o f the 
Team sters, the Shell s tr ike  of 
the C .I.O. O il W orkers Union, 
the A .F .L . Longshorem en’s 
s tr ikes , the 7-Up s tr ike  of the 
Team sters and, recen tly , the 
N .M .U . Tanke r s tr ike . The 
courage and endurance o f the 
organized l a b o r  m ovem ent 
having  proved too m uch fo r the 
bosses, they have resorted to 
the law  courts to stop the rap id  
organ iza tion  of Houston.

P re te x t and R ea lity
The im m ed ia te  excuse fo r 

the G rand J u ry  investigation  
was the th re a t of A m erican  
Can Co. to close its  s tr ik e 
bound p la n t fo r  good, as the 
sm a ll Bew ley M ills , where the 
Team sters were s tr ik in g , had 
done the week before. Th is  old 
dodge fa iled  to im press the 
s tr ik in g  m em bers o f the C.I.O. 
Steel W orkers U nion, but i t  
served as an excuse fo r  the 
bosses to th row  the labor h a t
ing  press into a panic.

The boss papers, inc lud ing  
the “ l ib e ra l”  Scripps H oward 
Press, ca rr ie d  scare headlines 
day a fte r day, p red ic ting  th a t 
Houston would become another 
"g h o s t c i ty ”  like  A kron is sup
posed to be, fe a tu rin g  fan tas tic  
statem ents o f the Real E sta te  
Board th a t "$16,000,000 w orth  
of investm ents was being d r iv 
en aw ay fro m  H ouston.”  This 
forced te m p o ra rily  onto the 
back page the ve ry  news th a t 
gave the lie  to the fro n t page 
propaganda: the continued rise 
in  1940 bu ild ing  p e rm its  (indus
t r ia l  and res iden tia l) tow ard  
the second m illio n  d o lla rs ’ 
w orth , the fa c t th a t Houston is 
a lm ost the on ly c ity  in  the 
U n ited  States th a t is bu ild ing  
a t the 1929 level.

Labo r Skates C ow ard ly
The f i r s t  move of the A .F .L . 

C entra l T rades Council, in  
w hich the progressives are in  
a m in o r ity , was to decree th a t 
no s tr ike  'w ill  receive th e ir sup
p o rt unless they are consulted 
beforehand. Th is  they fo llowed

w ith  newspaper statem ents 
p rom is ing  to “ clean house”  of 
a ll rad ica ls—thus g iv in g  th e ir 
sanction to the boss lie  th a t is 
being used to sm ear and smash 
the labor m ovem ent here.

A delegation o f reactionaries 
fro m  the T rades Council v is ited  
the M ayor to assure h im  th a t 
they were as w o rrie d  as he 
over the in flu x  of " ra d ic a l ag i
ta to rs ”  and they would do 
eve ry th ing  possible to stop the 
violence th a t was ru in in g  our 
la ir  c ity .

Violence A ga inst Labor
M eanw hile the G rand Ju ry  

perfo rm ed an am azing job of 
glossing over the rea l cause ol' 
violence here, w h ile  d a ily  
sm earing  the union m ovem ent. 
F ra n k  H am er, ex-Texas R an
ger, and notorious an ti-labor 
deputy, on the pay ro ll o f m ost 
of the to w n ’s la rges t concerns, 
testified  concerning the h igh ly  
im a g in a ry  “ beef-squads”  im 
ported fro m  Chicago fo r  v a r i
ous s tr ikes , bu t e n tire ly  o ve r
looked the ro le of the notorious 
men, com m issioned by the 
state governm ent, whom  the 
com panies h ire  a t the f ir s t  
.th rea t of a s tr ike  to “ p ro tect 
th e ir p ro p e rty .”  These com 
pany police have fo llow ed, in  
s tr ike  a fte r s tr ike , the w orst 
tra d itio n s  of th e ir k ind , by p ro 
voking  vio lence in o rder to hold 
th e ir jobs longer. They have 
even offered to pay s tr ik e rs  to 
continue to “ s tir  up d is tu r
bances.”

W orkers, beaten up by bosses’ 
thugs are refused the r ig h t to 
file  charges in the c ity  courts. 
Notices are le ft on the doors of 
union m em bers w arn ing  them  
to “ get out of to w n .”  Bonds
men have been stopped fro m  
bonding union men.

M ayor Leads Pack
M ayor Holcom be, elected 

las t fa ll as " la b o r ’s m a n ,”  
w ith  the endorsem ent of most 
of the C.I.O . and A .F .L . unions 
secured by the S ta lin is t stooges 
and old line  labor leaders, has 
taken the lead in  th is  v ic ious 
an ti-labo r cam paign. A true  
boss p o lit ic ia n , as soon as the 
bosses needed h im  he dropped 
a ll pretence of being “ pro-
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la b o r.”  He has s ta rted  h is own 
investiga tion , and is m ak ing  a 
b la ck lis t of "a g ita to rs , com m u
nists, and bad eggs”  in  the lo 
cal Team sters and C .I.O. un
ions, whom  he demands th a t 
the unions expel, o r else, “ the 
c ity  w il l  get r id  of them  its  own 
w a y .”

M onday, June 5, Sewall 
M eyers, c ity  a tto rney, who is 
also re ta ined by the State 
A .F .L . Federa tion , declared 
before the M in is te ria l A lliance  
th a t “ 28 Com m unists had been 
im ported  fro m  D e tro it”  who 
were responsible fo r th is  “ la 
bor d is o rd e r"—as th is  A .F .L . 
law ye r te rm s the exercise of 
labor's  r ig h t to p icke t and fig h t 
o ff boss vio lence. He also 
charged th a t a ce rta in  f i rm  of 
labor law yers — M ande ll and 
Combes—who are re ta ined by 
tlie  Team sters and C.I.O . un
ions, were responsible fo r  the 
vio lence. Th is  is a joke to those 
who know the rea l ro le of these 
legal parasites on the labor 
m ovem ent. They have ’ done 
eve ry th ing  in th e ir power to 
keep the w orkers fro m  m ilita n t 
action by ra is in g  tbe fe a r of 
boss in junc tions  on each and 
every occasion, and by encour
aging them  to p u t com plete 
confidence in the N .L .R .B . and 
the “ l ib e ra l”  Holcom be adm in 
is tra tio n .

“ Is i t  aga inst the state law  
to be a com m un is t? ”  aked E. 
J. C unningham , N .M .U . s tr ike  
cna irm an . “ I t  is  as fa r  as I  am 
concerned," rep lied  the S ta lin 
ist-supported m ayor.

M andell and Combes have 
ju s t counselled the N .M .U . 
S trike  C om m ittee to tu rn  over 
th e ir p icke t records to the 
Grand Ju ry . (C ontrast th is  w ith  
the way the same prob lem  was 
handled by the M inneapo lis  
Team sters.)

Th is  boss offensive has w e ld
ed even closer together the p ro 
gressive C .I.O. and A .F .L . un
ions.

The response of the p rogres
sive unions has included lea f
lets, p ro test delegations and 
newspaper statem ents. On F r i 
day, June 10, there was a 10- 
hour boycott o f The R ice, Hous
to n ’s m ost a ris to c ra tic  hotel, 
by the T a x i d rive rs  in  answer 
to unreasonable police re s tr ic 
tions. Th is  showed the rea l 
fig h tin g  s p ir it  o f the Houston 
w orkers. They w il l  f ig h t fo r the 
unions they have b u ilt.

Some Additional Comments 
O n Earl Browder' s Report

Elsew here in  th is  issue is reported  the purge 
th a t has been going on q u ie tly  in  the C om m unist 
p a rty  fo r some tim e  and is now openly p roc la im ed 
in  E a r l B ro w d e r’s re p o rt to the p a rty  N a tiona l 
C om m ittee e a rly  in  M ay.

There is one p a rt of B ro w d e r’s re p o rt, however, 
w h ich  is so sensationa lly  im p o rta n t and a t the 
same tim e  so de libe ra te ly  obscured by its  au thor, 
th a t i t  deserves and requ ires e labora tion . Speak
ing  of “ spies”  who “ are a lw ays 'm ore  revolution-*, 
a ry ' than the P a rty  leadersh ip ,”  B row der adds:

“ A h is to rica l exam ple was the governm ent po
lice  agent, M orrow , who was sent to the B ridge- 
m an Convention o f the C om m unist P a rty  in  1922, 
and cast the decid ing  vote between the tw o equal 
factions tha t deadlocked the convention. Those two 
factions, as we learned la te r, w ere the w o rk  of 
m ore c lever and subtle  w reck ing  agents, who cam e 
to blossom la te r as the T ro tsky ite s  and Lovestone- 
ites, who were no t cleaned out o f the P a rty  u n til 
1928-1929. Since th a t tim e , th is  type of agent has 
had a m ore d if f ic u lt  job, bu t they abound in  the 
trade  unions and w ork  among the new er, less-ex
perienced organizations of the P a r ty .”

A nd:
“ We know th a t some o f them  (“ spies” ) have 

been or are m em bers o f state com m ittees or 
w ork  in  state o ffice  techn ica l s ta ffs ; some are 
found in section lead ing  com m ittees. Th is know 
ledge is the resu lt o f in tensive inves tiga tion  by 
the N a tiona l C om m ittee, w ith o u t engaging the 
whole P a rty  m em bersh ip  or even the leading 
cadres in  a spy h u n t.”

Who Will Be the Victims?
Those fa m il ia r  w ith  the g radua l bu t inexorab le  

m anner in  w hich S ta lin , s ta rtin g  w ith  obscure f ig 
ures, ended up w ith  m en like  Z inoviev, B ukha rin  
and R akovsky, w il l  no t fa i l  to recognize the ste re
otyped pa tte rn  disclosed by the quoted paragraphs. 
Those fa m il ia r  w ith  the h is to ry  of the C om m unist 
P a rty  in  the U n ited  States w il l  no t fa i l  to  recog
nize, in  B ro w d e r’s anonymous references, the 
names of the v ic tim s  slated fo r the A m erican  
purge.

The f ir s t  v ic tim s  o f the S ta lin  m urder-bund fo l
low ing the death of S. M . K iro v  w ere, i t  w il l  be 
reca lled , obscure and fo r  the m ost p a rt unnamed 
young com m unists in  Len ing rad . Z inov iev and 
K am enev m ere ly  bore the “ m o ra l re sp o n s ib ility ”  
fo r  K ir o v ’s assassination. O n ly la te r were they 
charged w ith  d ire c tly  p lo ttin g  and o rgan iz ing  the 
k i ll in g  o f the Len ing rad  p a rty  boss. And s t i l l  la te r, 
Z inov iev, R akovsky, B u kh a rin  and T ro tsky  had 
the o rig ins  of th e ir  c rim es located a t the ve ry  
dawn of the revo lu tion , w hich, considering  the 
names o f the men invo lved in these charges, 
“ p ro ve d " tha t the B o lshevik R evo lu tion  was o r
ganized and led by a gang of G erm an and B r it is h  
spies.

F o llow ing  the same procedure, B row der now 
presents the “ T ro tsky is ts  and Lovestoneites”  who 
have been coun te r-revo lu tion is ts  and spies since 
they were expelled in  1928-1929, as hav ing  been 
spies and “ m ore c leve r and subtle w reck ing  
agents’ ’ as fa r  back as 1922. And since i t  m ust 
have requ ired  some tim e  before the convention lo 
organize th e ir “ w re ck in g ”  they m ust have been 
a t i t  fo r  two or three years before 1922, th a t is . a t 
the ve ry  b ir th  o f the C om m unist P a rty  in  the 
U n ited  States.

B u t m ore im p o rta n t, fo r the m om ent, is the self- 
ev ident fa c t th a t no t a ll the leaders of the “ two 
equal fac tions th a t deadlocked the convention”  are 
expelled and tr ip ly -a ccu rse d  T ro tsky is ts  and Love- 
stoneites. M any o f them , and no t the least im p o rt- 
an t o f those days in  1922 a t B ridgem an , continue 
— "c le v e r and subtle w reck ing  agents”  th a t they 
a re !—to occupy com m anding posts in  the Com
m un is t P a rty  leadership today. And i t  is  they— 
and not Cannon or Lovestone— whom  B row der has 
in  m ind  when he u tte rs  these om inous sentences,

A Few of the Men Involved
Who are the m en invo lved  in  th is  “ h is to rica l ex

a m p le ” ? Here are a few  o f the leaders o f the two 
1922 factions w hich, “ as we learned la te r ”  (When? 
F ro m  whom? Who confessed?) “ were the w ork  of 
m ore c leve r and subtle w reck ing  agents.”

There was W illia m  W einstone, f i r s t  New Y o rk  
and m ore recen tly  D e tro it p a rty  com m issa r; W il
lia m  Z. Foster, s t i l l  cha irm an  (as we go to press) 
o f the C om m unist p a rty ; W illia m  F . Dunne, about, 
whom  so ve ry  l it t le  is heard now adays; M ax Bed- 
acht, boss of the In te rn a tio n a l W orkers O rde r; the  
two New Y o rk  state p a rty  sachems, Is ra e l A m te r 
(a v io len t opponent o f the C om in te rn  decision in  
fa vo r of a lega l p a rty  in  1922—looks bad fo r  h im !)  
and Charles K ru m b e in ; H e rb e rt B e n ja m in  (is he 
re fe rred  to in  B ro w d e r’s re m a rk  about “ th e ir  m a in  
fie lds  o f w ork  are in  mass organ iza tions o f a, p ro 
gressive ch a ra c te r” ? ); A lexander B itte lm a n , one 
o f the fie rce s t fac tiona lis ts  o f them  a ll, and w ith , 
ou t doubt a B r it is h  spy fro m  th a t day to th is ; A l
fred  W agenknecht. rem oved on ly the o ther day as 
St. Louis o rgan izer o f the C.P. (a lre a d y ! R em em 
ber Y a g o d a !); and las t bu t fa r  fro m  least, BRO W 
D E R  H IM S E L F !

Now, i f  the two factions of 1922 were the “ w ork 
of m ore c lever and subtle w reck ing  agents,”  are 
we going to be so gu llib le  as to believe th a t B ro w 
der, who led one o f the factions, was on ly  an in 
nocent v ic t im  of the w reckers? To be sure, he w il l  
p ro test th a t he was gu iltless and d id n ’t  know the 
fou l ends he was being used fo r ; so also, when 
th e ir tim e  comes, w il l  Foster and B itte lm a n  and 
M ino r and A m te r and God knows who else. B u t 
who w il l  believe them ? D id n ’t  they a ll p ro test 
th e ir innocence a t f i r s t  in  Moscow—only to “ con
fess the t r u th ”  in  the end?

F o rtu n a te ly  fo r Foster a n d /o r any o f B ro w d e r’s 
other intended v ic tim s , the “ G eneral S ecre ta ry ”  
in  th is  coun try  does not have a t his disposal a ll of 
S ta lin ’s means fo r  e x to rtin g  confessions w hich 
K r iv its k y  describes in  such h o rr ify in g  de ta il in  the 
cu rre n t S a turday E ven ing  Post. B row der has no 
arm ed bands of G .P .U . assassins, no p riva te  p r is 
ons, no concentra tion  cam ps, no S iberia , no cem e
teries fo r  the re ca lc itra n ts . He on ly  has a pow erfu l 
m achine fo r  ly in g  and the power o f expuls ion fro m  
the p a rty .

B u t these two weapons he intends to use to the 
fu ll.  Foster, W einstone, Dunne, W agenknecht, A m 
te r and Co. cannot possib ly have any illus ions  on 
th a t score. H aven ’t  they a lready  used them  
against others?


