
W ho Is Coughlin, 
W hat Is His Program, 
How Did He Rise?

Aided by Big Business, America*s 
Number One Fascist Rose from 
Obscurity to Lead a Movement

By JOSEPH HAN SEN

Father Coughlin: Fascist Demagogue
IN S T A L L M E N T  I I

Capitalism is Bankrupt
One o f the surest signs that a social system is mortally 

sick is the existence o f a large body of permanently unem
ployed workers. Greek civilization toppled amidst the fren
zied despair o f her unemployed. The broken pillars o f the 
Coliseum in Rome still stand as a monument to the tyrants 
o f the mighty Roman Empire who vainly attempted to 
trick the hordes o f unemployed out o f their hunger. D ur
ing the death agony o f feudalism, all Europe was wracked 
by wandering bands o f desperate and starving unemployed.

American capitalism is mortally sick.
For ten years, since 1929, capitalism has cast off an 

increasing number o f people whom it can never employ, 
whom it cannot even feed— despite the fact that the land is 
bursting with food and crops are rotting on the ground.

Each year an estimated 500,000 youth reach employable 
age and are thrown into the ever-swelling ranks o f the 
unemployed. These hungry, ill-clothed Americans number 
now almost 17,000,000— a colossal figure!

A t first they listened to the promises o f Roosevelt's 
New Deal and these promises sounded good. He was going 
to feed them, clothe them, give them jobs and security.

Now they know that he lied. Now they know that lie 
cheated them, that he had nothing to give them but in
creased misery.

The unemployed stand for the moment, uncertain what 
road to take next. They are starving in the richest country 
in the world. Warehouses are crammed to the roof with 
goods. Billions in gold lie idle in the banks. Factory gates 
are shut. Machines are silent. Crops are plowed under.

Using the L IE  that private industry w ill provide jobs, 
Roosevelt's slash relief program hurls fresh million after 
m illion o f Americans into the streets. There they may eat 
garbage— if  they can find any left in the garbage pails— 
while they hunt for a job in private industry.

A ll about them they see incalculable wealth monopolized 
and enjoyed by a miserable handful of parasitic stock
holders.

The unemployed go hungry.
They are bewildered, but one basic truth they do under

stand: This situation is intolerable.
They are ready for action. No more postcards to Con

gress! Already they feel in their minds the thing that is 
coming . . . revolution . . . three square meals a day . . . 
clothing . . .  a decent home . . . plenty fo r all . . .

Democratic capitalism is doomed. Coughlin knows it. 
Big Business knows it. Roosevelt knows it.

Everybody knows it but that wooden skull m inority 
composed o f John L. Lewis, W illiam  Green, Earl Brow
der, an idiot or two, and a handful o f old maids o f both 
sexes who were left over from the last century. This 
m inority still believes that democratic capitalism w ill con
tinue indefinitely to punch its meal ticket!

In America apt students have watched the rise to power 
o f Mussolini and H itler. They understand that only one 
road is left open to capitalism that has become sour and 
rotten with old age. In Italy Mussolini called it fascism. 
In Germany Hitlei* called it Nazism. We do not yet know 
what name a similar movement in America might bear. 
Perhaps in America it w ill be called— Social Justice.
W hat Is Fascism?

Fascism is a combination of two things.
First, it is a wide mass movement of farmers and small 

business men who face bankruptcy, of youth denied a 
future under capitalism, o f sections of the unemployed. 
A ll these layers o f the oppressed who are seeking desper
ately to put their hands on the surrounding plenty become 
hypnotized by the silver-plated promises of a demagogue 
who regiments them into blindly obedient shock troops.

Secondly, it is financed and controlled by the very capi
talists who above all are anxious to keep the revolutionary 
violence of the masses from turning against them. In 
America— the DuPonts, the Morgans, the Rockefellers— 
the Sixty Families.

To the rank and file followers of fascism, at first it 
seems a genuine revolutionary way out o f their misery. 
They discover the truth too late.

The capitalists provide the money. The dictator provides 
the powerful slogans, the stirring names, the demagogic 
program, the organization, the lieutenants, and the oratory.
Father Coughlin's Real Program

A  few years ago it was very difficult to prove that 
Father Coughlin was consciously plotting to build a fascist 
movement in the United States. But now he has come out 
more in the open. He has had time to make slips in his 
public and private utterances. I t  is only necessary to read 
his speeches and his magazine Social Justice with a little 
care to discover Father Coughlin's R E A L  program.

Only one month before he launched the National Union 
fo r Social Justice he said to Paul Weber o f Hearst’s Inter
national News Service ( Detroit Times, October 10, 1934) : 
“ I  am devoted to capitalism.”

Among his sixteen points for Social Justice he calls for 
the preservation o f private property.

Devotion to capitalism and preservation o f private 
property— this is the holy Bible o f fascism.

On March 13, 1938, in a broadcast over his network, 
Coughlin urged the establishment in the United States of 
a " corporate state,”  which is the gilded way o f describing 
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Fascists W re c k  N .Y  Labor H a ll
Breaking Through

<S>-

W.A.A. ENDS 
BUSY WEEK 
OF LOBBYING

Set Record for Vis
iting Congressmen 
— and Inaction

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
W ASHINGTO N — Sponsored 

by the S ta lin is t-contro lled  
W orkers A lliance , the “ R igh t 
To W ork Congress”  ended its  
sessions here June 10, a fte r one 
week w ith  the fee ling, as ex
pressed in  the D a ily  W orke r of 
Sunday June 11 by George M o r
r is , th a t “ The Job Congress is 
tne grea test mass lobbying  ac
tion  th a t has ever been ca rr ie d  
th ro u g h .”

T h a t the W orkers A lliance  
m e t in  W ashington not to  fash
ion a fig h tin g  p rog ram  to m eet 
the needs of the unem ployed 
b u t to c u rry  fa v o r fro m  the 
New Deal is best expressed by 
H e rb e rt B en jam in , secre ta ry- 
treasu re r of the W .A .A ., who 
stated th a t “ Few  actions of the 
unem ployed have been so f r u i t 
fu l as th is  Congress. I  th in k  
th a t a t no tim e  have so m any 
Congressmen been v is ite d .”

F a r fro m  p repa ring  the na
tio n ’s unem ployed and re lie f 
w orkers fo r m ilita n t s trugg le  
in  th e ir own behalf, the W ork
ers A lliance  W ashington con
clave d isgraced its e lf by g ra n t
ing  M rs . F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt 
an hono ra ry  m em bersh ip  a fte r 
she had stated to the press th a t 
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Twin City Workers 
Showed the Way  to 
Fight W. P. A. Cuts

.A N  E D IT O R IA L .

Seven m onths ago, in N ovem ber, 3,350,000 men and women 
w ere em ployed on the W .P .A . ro lls .

A t th a t tim e  the New Y o rk  T im e s ’ a u th o rita tive  business ac
t iv ity  index stood a t 94. Today th a t index stands a t 86.

And today the Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n  has cu t down the 
W .P.A. ro lls  to 2,500,000.

W hile business a c tiv ity —and jobs—fe ll by nearly  one-tenth, 
Roosevelt was f ir in g  850.000 W .P.A. w o rke rs  on the p re te x t th a t 
there w ould be jobs w a itin g  fo r them  in  p riva te  indus try .

He lied . Those w orkers , fire d  fro m  W .P .A ., are roam ing  the 
streets looking fo r nog-existent jobs, ea ting  i f  a t a ll on the m is 
erab le  hand-outs of loca l home re lie f.

B u t th a t isn ’t  the w o rs t of it .  On A p r il 27 Roosevelt sent a 
message on re lie f to Congress, recom m ending an average of 
2,000,000 on W .P.A. ro lls  d u ring  the fisca l year w h ich  begins 
Ju ly  1. T h a t means another 500,000 are to be th row n o ff the 
W .P.A. i f  Roosevelt has his w ay.

W hat are you unem ployed and W .P.A. w o rke rs  going to do 
about it?

L a s t week the w orkers of M inneapolis and St. Pau l showed the 
w ay. F ive  thousand of them  closed up W .P.A. p ro jects  in  a one- 
day dem onstra tion and, in  tru cks  provided by General D rive rs  
Loca l 544’s independent tru ck  ow ners’ section, they descended 
upon the various re lie f au tho rities  and presented th e ir  m ilita n t 
demands. In  a w ord, they demanded a job  and a decent liv in g  
fo r every w orke r.
, I f  the s t ir r in g  dem onstra tion in  the T w in  C ities were repeated 
in only tw enty o ther c ities , ears now deaf in  W ashington w ould 
be im pe lled  to hear. F ig h tin g  dem onstra tions in  the streets are 
the only road to W .P .A. jobs, the only language th a t the Roose
v e lt W ar Deal can be made to  understand.

T ha t is  the concrete task now fac ing  the progressives in  the 
unem ployed and trade  union m ovem ent everyw here : to organize 
dem onstra tions aga inst the W .P.A. and re lie f cuts. On however 
m odest a scale, dem onstra tions should be organized w herever 
they are a t a ll possible. M illio n s  o f w orkers  are w a it in g  fo r a 
lead; the progressives have only to prove by action th a t they 
are ready to lead these w orkers  in  the f ig h t aga inst s ta rva tion .

"Freeing" of Mrs. Rubens 
Opens New Chapter in Case

Reporters, American Embassy Officials 
Unable to Find any Trace of Her

B y N A T  L E V IN E
The la te s t chapter in  the G. 

P .U .-staged d ram a o f the Rob- 
inson-Rubens case unfolded in  
a Moscow co u rt las t week when 
M rs. R uth M a rie  Rubens, w ife  
o f the m issing R ussian secret 
agent, A. A. Rubens, pleaded 
g u ilty  to a charge of hav ing  i l 
le g a lly  entered the Soviet U n 
ion on a fa lse A m erican  pass
port.

The charge was an a fte r
thought, m e re ly  fo llow ing  the 
a lready-estab lished fa c t, fo r 
w h ich  three A m erican  S ta lin 
ists were recen tly  convicted in 
Federa l C ourt in  New Y o rk , 
th a t Rubens supervised a pass
p o rt fo rg in g  r in g . Rubens was 
recen tly  iden tified  by W a lte r 
K r iv its k y , fo rm e r head of the 
Soviet In te lligence  serv ice  in 

. (Continued on P are 4)

A Tribute From 
An Enemy

“ The on ly  sections o f the 
L e ft who can consistently 
oppose the G overnm ent’s 
plan (fo r conscrip tion) are 
the T ro tsky is ts , who regard  
a ll w ars as c a p ita lis t p lots, 
and the Lansbu ry ites , who 
would not f ig h t on any p rov 
ocation .”

(F ro m  the “ E ven ing  S tan
d a rd ” , Lo rd  B eave rb rook ’s 
paper, A p r il 27, 1939).

WRECKING GANG 
SMASHES DEBS 
SCHOOL OFFICE

Raid Marks Stage in 
Rise of Fascist Move
ment in U. S. A.

Thugs Stab W orker; 
S W P Branches H old  
Anti-Coughlin Rallies

Fasc is t hoodlum s broke in to  
the Debs Labo r School, 114 
West 14 S treet, New Y o rk  C ity , 
and w recked the en tire  o ffice , 
som etim e a fte r m id n ig h t Sat
urday.

I t  was the f ir s t  recorded in 
stance of fasc is t gangsters 
break ing  in to  and destroy ing  a 
w o rk in g  class headquarters in  
the U n ited  States, and m a rks  a 
stage in  the speedy rise  o f the 
fasc is t m ovem ent.

As they entered the bu ild ing , 
the fascis ts  ripped  down the la 
bor school’s sign in  fro n t of the 
door, cracked open the lock on 
the school door, and proceeded 
to destroy eve ry th ing  in  s ight.

T yp e w rite rs  were broken 
apa rt, th e ir  pa rts  s trew n about 
the room . P lush cha irs  were 
slashed to b its w hle the re s t o f 
the fu rn itu re  was broken be
yond re p a ir. The posters dec
o ra tin g  the w a lls  were to rn  
down. A ll the file s  and records 
th a t were kep t in  the o ffice  
were ripped up and destroyed. 
I t  is believed th a t some of the 
m ore va luable  records are s t i l l  
in  the hands of the fascists.

The w reck ing  gang, i t  is  be
lieved, belonged to the Cough
lin  organ iza tion  w h ich  e a rlie r 
the same day fo r the f ir s t  tim e  
invaded the U nion Square sec
tion  and stabbed a Jew ish 
school teacher.

Com pelled to leave the ne igh
borhood by the hundreds o f an
ti-fasc is ts  who confronted them , 
the fascis ts  re tu rned , a t n igh t, 
i t  is believed, to w reak th e ir 
vengeance on the f i r s t  labor 
headquarters they found.

The Debs Labo r School is  op
erated by the S ocia lis t P a rty .

Before they le ft, the fascis ts  
turned on the w a te r faucets and 
the en tire  flo o r was flooded. 
F irem en  discovered the wx-eck- 
age a fte r an a la rm  had been 
tu rned in  by an un iden tified  
person.

Knife Teacher Who 
Speaks Up against 
Anti-Semitic Filth

The second of James P. 
Cannon’s discussion a rtic les  
on prob lem s con fron ting  the 
com ing pa rty  convention ap
pears on page 3 o f th is  issue.

The u rgen t necessity of m o
b iliz in g  the labor m ovem ent 
aga inst the Coughlin Fascists  
was brough t home to New 
Y o rk ’s w orkers  on S aturday 
when the C oughlin ites invaded 
the U nion Square area, t ra d i
tiona l labo r and Jew ish ne igh
borhood, shouted th e ir  an ti- 
S em itic  slogans and stabbed a 
pro testing  school teacher.

Samuel A pplebaum , a F rench  
teacher a t N ew U tre ch t H igh  
School, was stabbed, necessitat
ing  seven stitches to close the 
wound, when he spoke up 
aga inst insu lts  leve lled  a t Jews 
by C oughlin ites se lling  “ Social 
Ju s tice ”  on Fourteenth  S treet.

P a rty  Answers Fascists
As soon as the news was 

b rought to the nearby Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  headquarte rs a t 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, p a rty  and 
youth m em bers speedily m o b il
ized in  a counter-dem onstra tion 
aga inst the C oughlin ites. They 
were jo ined  by hundreds of 
w orkers  on Fourteenth  Street. 
The C oughlin ites q u ick ly  le ft 
the neighborhood, w h ile  S.W.P. 
spokesmen set up a p la tfo rm  
and addressed the w orkers  on 
the necessity of u n iting  to bu ild  
Workei-s Defense G uards 
aga inst the fasc is t menace.

Several persons who had 
jo ined in  the anti-C oughlin  
dem onstra tion  w ere so apprec
ia tive  of the action of the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  th a t they 
donated money so th a t Socia list 
Appeals could be d is tr ib u te d  
free  to in terested w orkers . O v
er 100 Appeals were sold here.

M eanw hile  tw o m obiliza tions 
of S.W.P. forces w ere success
fu l ly  cha lleng ing  C oughlin ite  
dom ina tion  of T im es Square 
and 34th St. co rner o f M a c y ’s 
D epartm ent Store. O ver 100 
copies of the Socia list Appeal 
w ere sold a t M a cy ’s and anoth
er s ix ty  a t T im es Square in  
sho rt o rder. The Socia lis t A p
peal salesmen, shouting a n ti
fasc is t slogans, w ere set upon 
severa l tim es a t 34th S tree t by 
Coughlin thugs, bu t the sym 
pa the tic  crow ds rushed to the 
defense o f the an ti-fasc is ts  
each tim e .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Irish Revolutionists Break 
W ith Stalinism, Form Club

Call for Organization of Revolutionary 
Socialist Party in Ireland at Demonstration

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
L O N D O N .— Thorough ly  d is

gusted w ith  the P opu la r F ro n t- 
ism  and bu reaucracy o f the 
Connolly C lub, a S ta lin is t 
stooge o u tf it  composed m a in ly  
of Ir ish m e n  liv in g  in  E ng land, 
a group o f m em bers have s p lit 
aw ay and founded The F riends 
of the Ir is h  R epublic . E spec ia l
ly  in fu ria te d  w ith  the ca ll o f 
the Connolly C lub fo r  u n ity  
w ith  De V a le ra , the m em bers 
of The F riends  of the Ir is h  Re
pub lic  have organized on a p ro 
g ram  c le a rly  aga inst B r itis h  
im p e ria lis m  and S ta lin ism .

Though the p rog ram  of the 
organization, w hich is now 
three m onths old, ind ica tes con
s iderab le  u n c la r ity  on some 
points, i t  appears to be tu rn in g  
tow ards a consistently revo lu 
tio n a ry  position under the lead
ersh ip  of cha irm an  M urphy 
and secre ta ry  M cD erm o tt.

C om m em orate M a rty rs
On M ay 14, the F riends  held 

a parade fro m  H a m m e rsm ith  
B ridge  to Hyde P a rk  in  com 
m em ora tion  o f the execution of 
Jam es Connolly by the B r it is h  
im p e ria lis ts . Though the Con
no lly  C lub had tu rned down a

united fro n t o ffe r w ith  the epi
thets “ T ro ts k y is ts ,”  about 100 
people jo ined in  the parade, 
and m any tim es th a t num ber 
jo ined  the m eeting  in  the P a rk . 
A sm a ll hooligan e lem ent, led 
by the S ta lin is ts , tr ie d  to d is
ru p t the m eeting, b u t re trea ted  
a fte r the audience m anifested 
its  h o s tility .

A reso lu tion a ttack ing  the ex
p lo ite rs  o f Ire la n d  and ca llin g  
fo r the fo rm a tio n  of a R evo lu
tio n a ry  S oc ia lis t P a rty  in  I r e 
land was read and adopted 
unanim ously by the audience. 
The audience then observed a 
m in u te ’s silence in  com m em or
a tion o f the m a r ty rs  o f I r e 
la n d ’s g rea t re vo lu tio n a ry  
s trugg le  in  1916 w h ich  was fo l
lowed by resounding cheers. 
The dem onstra tion , led by a 
band in  defiance of police o r
der, then m arched down Edge- 
w are Road where a m eeting 
was held to co llec t funds and 
sell l ite ra tu re .

S m all as these m ilita n ts  are 
in  num bers today, they are 
show ing fine  a c tiv ity  and are 
ra p id ly  becom ing known. New 
m em bers are jo in ing .

Huge Meeting Pro
tected by Anti-Fas
cist Labor Guard

Augm ented by a de tachm ent 
o f the A n ti-F a sc is t Labo r De
fense G uard  and a c tive ly  as
sisted by num erous workex’s 
anxious to f ig h t aga inst the fas
c is t gangs of N ew Y o rk , the 
B io n x  B ranch  of the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  successfu lly 
dem onstra ted in  the F ordham  
Road D is tr ic t o f the B ro n x , a 
m a jo r s tronghold  o f the Cough
lin  F asc is t gangs.

Despite police in te rfe rence  
and organized heck ling  fro m  a 
la rge  contingent of Coughlin 
Fascists, led in  th e ir  d is rup tion  
by students fro m  nearby F o rd - 
ham  U n ive rs ity , and by a 
frocked  C atho lic p rie s t who sat 
d ire c tin g  them  fro m  a parked 
car, the an ti-fasc is ts  were able 
to stage a huge outdoor mass 
m eeting  on the co rner o f V a len
tine Avenue and F o rdham  
Road. A t least 1,000 w ere in  
the m eeting.

S tanding on ly a fe w  paces 
a p a rt fro m  C oughlin 's “ Social 
Ju s tice ”  haw kers, squads of 
S ocia list Appeal salesm en sold 
m ore than a hundred copies of 
the an ti-fasc is t paper in  less 
than an hour and a ha lf.

C oughlin ites a t Bay
A lthough the o r g a n i z e d  

heck ling  o f the Coughlin ites 
drowned out severa l speakers, 
the mass m eeting continued fo r  
w ell over an hour in  defiance 
o f the fa sc is t provocations. 
Hundreds o f w o rke rs  saw fo r  
the f i r s t  tim e  the fearless op
position of the S oc ia lis t W ork
ers P a rty  to the fa sc is t gangs. 
The C oughlin ite  hooligans were 
held a t bay by the Labo r D e
fense G uard  w h ile  speaker a fte r 
speaker shot s te rn  barbs a t the 
fascists. The e ffec tive  pro tec
tive  r in g  about - the p la tfo rm  
stopped the C oughlin ites fro m  
rush ing  the speakers, a lthough 
they c le a r ly  ou tnum bered the 
organized anti-fasc is ts .

I t  was learned fro m  w orkers 
stationed among the C oughlin
ite  heckle rs th a t the fascis ts  
a ttem pted a t va rious tim es 
th roughou t the m eeting  to o r
ganize a rush to the speaker’s 
stand. T h a t they w ere frus - 
t ia te d  speaks w e ll fo r  the ade
quate pro tection  a ffo rded  the 
m eeting  by the Labo r G uard .

Parade Fo llow s M eeting
A fte r  the m eeting disbanded, 

the an ti-fasc is t w orkers  staged 
a parade along F o rdham  Road, 
then w ent to the B ro n x  head
qua rte rs  o f the S oc ia lis t W ork
ers P a rty . Thousands o f w o rk 
ers along the rou te  o f m arch 
heard the band o f over a hun
dred w orkers  shout, “ Down 
w ith  A n ti-S e m itism ,”  “ B u ild  
the Labo r Defense G uards ,”  
etc.

A t the headquarte rs of the 
S.W .P., tw o m ili ta n t I ta lia n  
w orke rs  jo ined the p a rty .

M ax M ont, o rgan ize r o f the 
B ronx  branch, announced th a t 
the successful dem onstra tion  
attests to  the fu tu re  successes 
of the w orkers aga inst the fas
cists. Another w o rke rs ’ action 
in the F o rdham  Road d is tr ic t is 
planned fo r the im m ed ia te  fu 
tu re .

Brooklyn Businessman 
Gives S.W.P. Lesson 
In "Americanism"

The w orkers o f ' Boro P a rk  
had an exce llen t exam ple of 
“ A m e rica n ism ”  a t w o rk  la s t 
F r id a y  n ig h t when the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  and the Y .P .S . 
L . w ere ho ld ing  th e ir  custom 
a ry  open a ir  m eeting  a t 46th 
St. and 13th Avenue in  B rook
lyn .

The m eeting  was repeated ly 
in te rru p te d  and heckled by 
R aphael R aym ond, executive 
secre ta ry  o f the Boro P a rk  
Cham ber o f C om m erce and ed
ito r  o f the B oro P a rk  H era ld . 
Th is p a tr io t dem anded th a t the 
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Party Members Discuss Problems of National Anti-War Convention
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In the 
Labor 

Unions
~ B y  B. J. WIDICK= *

W ith  leng thy negotiations 
over a period of fiv e  m onths 
d ragg ing  in to  a state o f ine f
fectiveness, the . Team ste rs ' 
Unions in  Ohio fe lt  forced th is 
week to set an absolute dead
line  fo r f in a l acceptances o r re 
je c tio n  of th e ir  proposed con
tra c t by  em p loy ing  tru cke rs  in  
th is  area, E d w a rd  M urphy, in 
te rna tiona l representa tive  of 
the union, announced.

A ction  in  estab lish ing  the 
deadline o f June 17 was taken 
by the Ohio H ighw ay D riv e r 
Council a t a special m eeting 
held la s t week in  Columbus, O., 
attended by union representa
tives fro m  a ll pa rts  o f the 
state.

Speaking fo r  the council, 
M u rphy  stressed the fa c t th a t 
the proposed co n tra c t was in  
line  w ith  o ther wage agree
m ents fo r the same type of em 
p loym en t in  o ther sections of 
the coun try  th rough w h ich  the 
same com panies operate, and 
th a t fu r th e r delays w ould be 
unreasonable.

The proposed co n tra c t in  no 
w ay varies  fro m  o ther s im ila r  
agreem ents and there is no 
rea l reason w hy the em ployers 
should not sign i t ,  M u rphy  add
ed.

Terms of Contract
Demands made upon the em 

p loyers are on ly  th a t a pay ra te  
o f app ro x im a te ly  75 cents an 
hour be established; pay fo r 
over-the-road d rive rs  is to be 
based on a m ileage basis of 
V k  cents per m ile  fo r  single 
un its , and 4Vi cents a m ile  on 
double un its , and the s tra ig h t 
75 cent per hour ra te  is only 
paid when the trucks  are h a lt
ed fo r  checking, spotting, 
breakdowns, etc.

However, M u rphy  points out, 
a s ingle u n it d r iv e r  w ould have 
to average 22 m iles  per hour to 
receive 75 cents under the 
“ ro l lin g ”  ra te— a d if f ic u lt  task 
w ith  the huge single and dou
ble tra ile r  ou tfits .

W here the d r iv e r  owns his 
own equipm ent, the proposed 
agreem ent sets fo r th  th a t in  ad
d itio n  to the am ount he re 
ceives fo r opera ting  th is  equ ip
m ent, he also be paid a t the 
union ra te .

I t  seeks to guarantee th a t a ll 
d r ive rs  be p e rm itted  one o ff 
day in  every  seven days and 
th a t no d r iv e r be ca lled  upon 
to w ork  m ore than 60 hours in  
any one week period , accord ing 
to M u rphy . E stab lishm en t of 
sen io rity  rig h ts  is inc luded in  
the te rm s.

Around 30,000 tru c k  d rive rs  
in  Ohio were represented in  the 
Qouncil th rough  representa
tives of th e ir unions when the 
con trac t was proposed and the 
deadline set.

Am ong the p rom inen t Ohio 
tru c k  d rive rs  o ffic ia ls  present 
a t the council m eeting  w ere : 
Pau l Lave, secre ta ry  and busi
ness agent A kron  Loca l 348; B. 
V. M c G riff, business agent of 
C leveland Loca l 407, who is a l
so p res ident of the Ohio H ig h 
w ay D riv e rs  C ouncil; H a rry  
Card, business agent o f Toledo 
Loca l 20, who is secre ta ry  of 
the C ouncil; and the fo llow ing  
m em bers of the C ouncil's  ex
ecutive board w h ich  includes 
Lave, D av id  T . F in n , business 
agent o f D ayton Loca l 957; 
Leonard  N ew m aker, president 
o f the Columbus Loca l 413; 
Sam B u tche r, business agent 
of C inc inna tti Loca l 100, and 
Thom as Oakes, business agent 
o f Canton Loca l 92, and p re s i
dent of the Canton Federa tion  
of Labor.

In  genera l th is  developm ent 
fo llow s along the lines o f the 
Over-the-Road contracts w hich 
w ere negotiated in  the nine- 
state area d u ring  the past yea r 
under the d irec tion  o f a special 
Team ste rs ’ com m ittee  set up 
in  th a t section o f the coun try  
w ith  o ff ic ia l sanction o f the In 
te rna tiona l U nion.

'* * *

On Labor Spies
U nion ists th roughout the 

coun try  should pay the closest 
a tten tion  to the la tes t pub lic  
find ings  of the La  F o lle tte  C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  C om m ittee w h ich  
were released on June 11. They 
concern spies in  labo r organ iza
tions .

A p rom inen t m em ber of 
G oodrich Loca l. U n ited  R ubber 
W orkers o f A m erica , was ac
cused In the re p o rt o f being an 
agent o f the C o rpo ra tion ’s A u x
i l ia ry  Com pany o f C leveland.

On Leadership-W hat A 
Rank and F iler Thinks

By B E N  L IE B E R M A N
O ur T ra n s itio n  P ro g ra m  im 

plies a d ra s tic  change in  our 
hab its of w o rk  and organ iza 
ron. Its  adoption s ign ified  th a t 
i t  is no longer su ffic ie n t fo r  us 
to reach the few  thousands we 
usually do. We have to reach 
hundreds o f thousands. There 
are some com rades who doubt 
th a t we can do th is , w hatever 
our e ffo rts , g iven the present 
period of w orld  reaction . Such 
pessim ism  is dangerous to us. 
F o r to use the defeats o f in te r
na tiona l labor as an excuse fo r 
reconc iling  ourselves to a lack 
of g row th  is to doom ourselves 
to extinc tion  in  advance. The 
tim e  is short—w ha t w ith  the 
s ta r tlin g  rise  o f fasc is t tenden
cies in  the U . S., and the im 
pending w ar.

M ay D ay, New Y o rk  C ity  
held an outdoor dem onstra tion  
a t w hich Com rade Shachtm an 
made a b r i ll ia n t speech. One 
could see people in  the audi
ence, who had never heard o f 
us before, nodding th e ir  heads 
in agreem ent w ith  the speaker. 
Y e t a ll Shachtm an was doing 
was ta lk in g  the T ra n s itio n  P ro 
g ra m — and i t  a ll sounded so 
s im p le . F o r the f i r s t  tim e  I  
rea lized th a t in  these T ra n s i
tion  Demands, we re a lly  had 
the elements of about as pop
u la r a p rog ram  as one could 
w ish fo r. Then as an a fte r
thought, i t  s tru ck  me th a t th is  
was the f i r s t  tim e  in  the year 
o r so of its  existence, th a t I  
had ever heard a p rom inen t 
p a rty  spokesman de live r a 
spech cen te ring  around th is  
T ra n s itio n  P rog ram .

The Key Question
And in th is  lies the nub of 

the p a rty  o rgan iza tiona l p rob
lem . A fte r hav ing  adopted a 
po licy  ca lcu la ted  to je rk  us ou t 
of our- iso la tion , we have thus 
fa r  neglected, except fo r  occa
s iona l stabs a t it ,  to adopt the 
a ttitudes  and o rgan iza tiona l 
steps th a t such a po licy  neces
s ita tes. The fa u lt  lies w ith  a ll 
o f us and no section o f the 
p a rty  is b lam eless,, w hether 
am ongst the ranks or in  the 
leadership. B u t ce rta in ly  one 
of the f ir s t  places to co rre c t the 
fa u lt is  in  the leadersh ip ; fo r  
the ranks w il l  succeed in  m ak
ing  the tu rn  tow ards mass ag i
ta tion  on ly  when the leadership 
its e lf makes th a t tu rn  and not 
before. L e t no one m isunder
stand. I  th in k  th a t by and 
la rge  we have a p re tty  good 
group of ind iv id u a ls  lead ing  the 
p a rty . We have in  our top 
cadre some o f the best p o lit ica l 
b ra ins, o ra to rs , ag ita to rs  and 
w rite rs  any group was ever 
blessed w ith . The troub le  is 
tha t, as th is  cadre conceives its  
duties, its  sole business is to 
fo rm u la te  po licy  and run  p a rty  
ins titu tions . I  do not w ish to 
m in im ize  these im p o rta n t func
tions; bu t such a n a rro w  con
ception o f leadersh ip  ha rd ly  
su ffices fo r our present needs.

W hat our p a rty  needs m ost 
now is a popular leadersh ip . 
O ur leaders have to consider, 
as p a rt o f th e ir  job , to do fo r 
us w ha t Debs d id  fo r  the old
S.F., w ha t C oughlin does fo r 
his m ovem ent, w ha t Roosevelt 
d id  fo r the New D eal. Even 
N orm an Thom as understands 
th is  p a rtic u la r function  o f lead
ersh ip . O ur leaders m ust popu
la rize  our p rog ram  and popu
la rize  them selves. The two 
th ings go together, fo r w ithou t 
a popu la r leadersh ip  we can 
never hope to popularize our 
p rog ram . M r. Average C itizen 
of the U.S.A. is no theo re tic ian . 
He never considers any p ro 
g ram  a p a rt fro m  the p ro m i

He is John G risb y  and has de
nied being a spy.

Conclusive evidence was in 
troduced, however, th a t P ercy 
Booth, fo rm e r corresponding 
secre ta ry  of the A kron  C entra l 
Labo r Union, an o ff ice r in  the 
M ach in is ts  Union, and la te r 
ve ry  active  in  Goodyear Loca l, 
U .R .W .A ., was on the p a yro ll 
o f the spy agency. Booth is  re 
ported being in  C a lifo rn ia  now.

W illia m  O ’N e il, fo rm e r p res i
dent, business agent and one
tim e  secre ta ry  o f the A .F . o f L . 
R e ta il C le rks U nion was also 
nam ed. He skipped town tw o 
years ago w ith  a la rge  sum  o f 
union funds and w ent to Penn
sy lvan ia .

H . D. H anna, p rom inen t in  
the D iam ond M atch  Loca l 
U nion and in  the B a rberton  
C entra l Labo r U nion was de
c la red  to be a pa id  spy. He is 
reported  to be ip  M ich igan  now.

In  lis t in g  the spies active  in  
the A kron area, the La  F o lle tte  
re p o rt says they are based on 
a confession o f the ch ie f d ire c t
o r o f the C orpora tion 's  A u x il
ia ry , and the names are taken 
fro m  the 1935 p a y ro ll o f the 
com pany.

nent spokesmen who person ify  
it .

A Lost O pportun ity
As th ings stand today our 

leadership is a p u re ly  in te rn a l 
one. O n ly p a rty  m em bers and 
close sym path izers are aware 
of its  existence. VVhat is m ore, 
i t  m akes but few  a ttem pts to 
b reak its  in tro ve rte d  habits. 
L a s t sum m er, fo r instance, the 
New Y o rk  section of the p a rty  
ran  an e lection cam paign s ta r
r in g  two p rom inen t p a rty  
spokesmen as candidates. A 
bad fea tu re  o f the cam paign 
was th a t i t  was a w rite - in  cam  
pa ign ; bu t th is  was unavo id
able. W hat took the g inger out 
of the cam paign as fa r  as the 
com rades in  the ranks were 
concerned was the fa c t th a t the 
candidates never made any 
cam paign speeches. “ A n d  
whom should we vote fo r? ”  the 
w orkers would ask our outdoor 
speakers. "W rite  in  the names 
of X  and Y , true  representa
tives of independent labor ac
tio n .”  “ And who are X  and 
Y ? ”  a t w h ich  po in t ou r speak
ers were usua lly  a b it  e m ba r
rassed, fo r  to the w orkers of 
N . Y ., com rades X  and Y  do 
no t mean a th ing . A fte r a ll 
those who expect to appear be
fo re  the masses as th e ir lead
ers have to a t leas t be seen 
and heard by these same 
masses. N a tu ra lly , the cam 
paign was a dud. The e ffect 
upon the ranks was devasta t
ing , and an oppo rtun ity  fo r 
p io m in e n t p a rty  leaders to 
popularize them selves and the 
p a rty  m issed.

Stum p the C ountry!
Now by a popu la r leadersh ip , 

I  do not mean th a t every com 
rade in  our top cadre has to 
become an ag ita to r. Obviously 
th a t is s illy . B u t a ce rta in  sec
tion  o f i t  has to devote its e lf 
to  becom ing ju s t tha t. These 
com rades have to stum p the 
coun try  like  Debs o r Haywood 
did. They m ust do w ha t Cough
lin  does a ll the  tim e —speak to 
the masses. T rue  we can ’t  use 
the rad io . B u t ce rta in ly  f r e 
quent tours can be a rranged— 
not the usual haphazard k ind 
we get once in  a blue moon, 
bu t ca re fu lly  planned ones, 
w ith  a cam paign m anager, ap
p rop ria te  lite ra tu re , and a 
sound tru c k  going along. The 
e ffec t upon the m em bersh ip  of 
such action w ould be in v ig o ra t
ing  to say the least. Im ag ine  
w ha t a serious e lection cam 
pa ign  in  w h ich  some o f our 
leaders p layed an ac tive  ro le , 
speaking n ig h t a fte r n igh t, us
ing  sound equipm ent, w ould 
mean fo r New Y o rk . Consider 
the e ffec t upon a branch out in  
the s ticks o f a p rom inen t p a rty  
spokesman com ing to s tay  a 
few  days, speaking a t several 
m eetings, a ttend ing  a branch 
m eeting, ge tting  acquainted 
w ith  the com rades’ needs. 
T h in k  o f w ha t i t  means fo r the 
youth to have someone like  a 
Debs o r a Haywood to look up 
to and em ulate . And w ha t e f
fe c t w ould such actions have 
on our press. "S oc ia l Jus tice ”  
sells because i t  is Coughlin 's 
paper and eve ry  one has heard 
of Coughlin. t Who has ever 
heard of ou r leaders o r our 
pa rty?  When the names o f our 
leaders become known to thou
sands of w orkers, when w o rk 
ers w il l  see and hear ou r lead
ers, then we w il l  re a lly  be able 
to sell the Socia list Appeal.

Leadersh ip  whch conceives 
its  functions so le ly in  te rm s  of 
po licy  m aking  and in s titu tio n  
runn ing  has other draw backs 
besides not p ro v id in g  popular 
figu res . I t  tends to develop a 
lack  o f o rgan iza tion  m inded
ness and create a h ia tus be
tween its e lf and the ranks. As 
tilin g s  stand today, posts are 
staked out, each one runs his 
p a rtic u la r in s titu tio n , and no 
one knows too m uch about w hat 
is happening in  the organ iza
tion . The resu lt is, fo r  exam 
ple, th a t the N. Y . d is tr ic t con
vention  w hich occurred  under 
its  v e ry  nose, could go by w ith  
the top cadre on ly d im ly  
aw are o f th is  im p o rta n t event 
in  our p a rty  life .

Leaders M us t Insp ire
When such th ings happen, the 

rank  and f i le r  cannot help bu t 
fee l, perhaps w rong ly , th a t the 
top cadre is on ly casua lly  in 
terested in  w ha t goes on in  the 
ranks. He feels th a t w ith  the 
b ig  task ahead o f us, i t  is  not 
enough fo r  leaders to s it in  ses
sion com placen tly  g iv ing  o r
ders. Leadersh ip  has to in 
sp ire . I t  m ust be a live  to w hat 
the ranks th in k . I t  m ust re a lly  
lead. I f  m ora le  is low , i t  never 
pays to b lam e the ranks, fo r 
m ora le  is a leadership p rob 
lem . When T ro tsky  headed the 
Red A rm y  in  1917, he could 
have done as m any generals 
do—stay behind in  an o ffice  
and issue fine  ukases. F o rtun  
a te ly  fo r  the revo lu tion , T ro t

sky conceived h is du ty  o ther
w ise. W herever the fro n t was 
weakest there you would find  
h im , in sp ir in g  the ranks to tre 
mendous e ffo rts , show ing by 
exam ple and se lf-sacrifice—a 
liv in g  exam ple of w ha t a revo
lu tio n a ry  leader, who is serious 
about his business, has to be.

T h a t an o rien ta tion  on the 
p a rt of ou r top cadre tow ards 
popu lar leadersh ip , mass ag i
ta tion  methods and o rgan iza 
tion  mindedness is fra u g h t w ith  
d ifficu ltie s , is obvious. N ot a ll 
of them  are capable of being 
mass ag ita to rs , some are poor 
a d m in is tra to rs , m ust of them  
are a lready p re tty  busy men. 
B u t these d ifficu ltie s  are a l
ways p u t fo rw a rd  as excuses 
fo r not even ta ck lin g  the p rob
lem , and th a t is w rong. The 
f i r s t  th ing  is fo r  our leaders to 
seriously consider the prob lem , 
and to adopt such an o rien ta 
tion  fo r them selves as c ru c ia l 
fo r the p a rty . T h a t the m em 
bership w il l  respond is ce rta in . 
The fa c t is th a t whenever our 
leaders have stepped out in  th is  
d irec tion  response was enthu
s ias tic— witness the Madison 
Square dem onstra tion  and its  
e ffec t a ll over the coun try , and 
the tw ice -w eekly  Appeal cam 
paign.

Party Must Overcome 
Organizational Defects

R ESO LU TIO N  S U B M ITT E D  B Y  T H E  C A L IF O R N IA  
STATE E X E C U T IV E  C O M M IT T E E , S.W.P.

“ The progress and revo lu - fo re  ourselves the trem endous 
tio n a ry  m a tu rin g  of our p a rty  I task of the re vo lu tiona ry  p a rty  
in  the la s t few  years can best it ' th is  co u n try , i t  was to be 
be gauged by the adoption o f expected th a t every  weakness, 
the T ra n s itio n a l P ro g ra m  as every  hab it  o f rou tine  in e rtia
the po in t o f departu re  fo r  the 
solution o f the problem s o f the 
A m erican  revo lu tion . O f equal 
im portance is our active  p a rt ic 
ipa tion  in the fo rm a tio n  o f the 
4ih In te rn a tio n a l, our pan- 
A m erican  w ork, our aid to fo r
eign sections, the steady a n ti
w a r ag ita tion , the m arked  im 
provem ent in the ag ita tiona l 
cha rac te r o f the Socia list A p
peal, the trem endous achieve
m ent o f a tw ice  w eekly and 
the an ti-fasc is t dem onstrations. 
A ll th is  tes tifies  to the funda
m enta l a b ility  of the p o lit ica l 
leadersh ip  o f ou r p a rty  and to 
the revo lu tiona ry  in te rn a tio n a l
ism  and devotion of the m em 
bership.

2. In  adopting the concep
tion  o f the T ra n s itio n a l P ro 
g ram , in  posing sha rp ly  be-

Progressive Action
P rogressive 

Pain ters dem - 
onst r a t i  n g 
outside the o f
fices o f the 
N e w  Y o r k  
D is tr ic t Coun
c il o f the 
P a in te rs  U n
ion Wednes
day evening, 
June 7, in  p ro 
test aga inst 
W e i n  stock's 
plan to hold 
t h e  com ing 
elections in 
the S ta lin is t 
“ c o n c e n t r a 
tion  cam p”  
i n H a rlem . 
The progres
sives w a n t  
the elections, 
w h i c h  are 
scheduled fo r 
June 24, to be 
held in  the 
center o f the 
c ity .

W h o  Is Father Coughlin, 
W h a t Is His Program?

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
Mussolini’s fascist state.

“ A corporate  state in  w hich parties  w ould be abolished 
and the P res ident w ould be chosen by a House of R epre
sentatives elected by occupational classes was proposed 
Sunday by F a th e r Charles E . C ough lin .”  (U n ited  Press 
d ispatch in  the New Y o rk  W orld Te legram  M arch  14, 
1938.)

But he has been more frank even than this. In  a signed 
article in the February 13, 1939, issue o f Social Justice 
(page 7) he declared:

“ I  am  beginning to understand w hy I  have been dubbed 
a ‘N a z i’ o r a ‘fa s c is t’ by the Jew ish pub lica tions in  A m e r
ica ; fo r  p ra c tic a lly  a ll the s ixteen p rinc ip les  o f social 
ju s tice  are being pu t in to  p rac tice  in  Ita ly  and G e rm any .”

Like all true fascists he is bitterly opposed to the great 
m ajority taking power and favors the rule o f a small 
m inority— the capitalists. In  an editorial in Social Justice 
(February 20, 1939) he stated:

“ The p rin c ip le  o f m ere ’m a jo r ity - is m ’—som etim es 
ca lled dem ocracy and som etim es B olshevism —is not 
enough. The popu lar fa lla c y  is th a t ‘ 50 m illio n  Frencn- 
m en can ’t  be w ro n g .’ As a m a tte r o f experience and h is
to r ic  fa c t, 50 m en are m uch m ore lik e ly  to be r ig h t than 
50 m ill io n .”

in  this case Coughlin can add TEN  to his fifty  men and 
make it the S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S .

During the 1936 election campaign, Coughlin clarified 
his position still further in an unguarded moment. In an 
interview at which Dale Kramer, former national secretary 
o f the National Farm Holiday Association, was present, 
Coughlin stated that “ Democracy is doomed”  and “ I  take 
the road to f a s c is m ( Coughlin, Lemke and the Union 
Party, by Dale Kramer.)

(To be continued in  next issue)

Do you w an t to see th is  series o f a rtic le s  on Coughlin pub
lished in  a popu lar pam phle t, a t a low  p rice , fo r  mass d is
tr ib u tio n ?  P ioneer P ub lishers  is ,unde rtak ing  to get ou t a 
la rge  ed ition im m e d ia te ly—IF  i t  receives con tribu tions  fro n t 
a ll fr iends  and com rades to m ake i t  possible. Readers are 
urged to send con tribu tions  fo r the C oughlin pam ph le t to 
P ioneer P ub lishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

in he rited  fro m  the past iso la ted 
existence w ould stand out in  
bold re lie f. P rec ise ly  a t th is  
tim e , when the p a rty  has 
launched its e lf on the road of 
d ire c t s trugg le  fo r in fluence 
over the m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk 
ing  class do we fee l the insup
portab le  w e igh t o f every w eak
ness in the p a rty  s tru c tu re  and 
a c tiv ity . A p a rty  th a t has the 
courage to pose g rea t tasks fo r 
its e lf m us t also have the cour
age to ru th less ly  overcom e a ll 
hab itua l, o rgan iza tiona l w eak
nesses th a t stand in  the w ay of 
c a rry in g  ou t these tasks.

3. To overcom e th is  con tra 
d ic tion  between the enorm ous 
p o lit ic a l respons ib ility  of our 
p a rty  and its  lack o f B o lshevik 
tra in in g , the tendency to con
fine  ourselves to rou tine  ag i
ta tion  and our la ck  o f energy, 
a lertness and se lf-sacrifice  in  
the day to day a c tiv ity , is  the 
cen tra l o rgan iza tiona l task of 
the p a rty  in  the com ing period. 
W ith  our co rre c t p rog ram  and 
the o rgan iza tion  geared to the 
s w ift ly  m oving  events, we w ill 
then have the in s tru m e n t to 
overcom e the g rea t con trad ic 
tion  of the p o lit ic a l backw ard 
ness o f the A m erican  w ork ing  
class and the m a tu r ity  of the 
ob jective  fac to rs  fo r  a revo lu 
tio n a ry  ove rth row  o f c a p ita l
ism .

4. Some com rades re co il be
fo re  the im m e n s ity  o f th is 
p rob lem  and choose the road 
of desertion. Th is  road can 
lead nowhere. I t  is the “ solu
tio n ”  o f p ros tra tion  and fe a r 
before d ifficu ltie s .

5. F o r serious revo lu tion is ts , 
the p a r ty ’s weaknesses in 
s tru c tu re , lead ing  personnel 
and a c tiv ity  in  the past yea r 
m us t be c r it ic a lly  exam ined in  
the l ig h t of a un ited  conception 
o f the p a r ty ’s task. In  com 
rade ly  and loya l co llabora tion  
the en tire  p a rty  fro m  top to 
bottom  m ust sys te m a tica lly  
and ene rge tica lly  roo t out 
every one o f these weaknesses. 
However, u tiliz a tio n  o f the 
c r it ic is m  of our na tiona l lead
ersh ip  in  o rde r to create b itte r 
and hostile  re la tions between 
our loca l o rgan iza tion  and the 
P o lit ic a l C om m ittee is an ac
t iv i ty  incom patib le  w ith  Bolshe
v ik  inne r p a rty  p rac tice . I t  is 
w ith  th is understanding and in  
th is  s p ir it  th a t we l is t  those 
features o f the p a r ty ’s w o rk  
w hich m e r it serious c r it ic is m .

6. I t  has been recognized 
over and over again th a t the 
m a in  task o f the p a rty  is 
the penetra tion  of the trade  
unions. Th is  understand ing  was 
sum m ed up in  the slogan “ 90% 
of our a c tiv ity  in  the trade  
un ions.”  The sim p le  fa c t tha t 
every po in t in  the p a r ty ’s p ro 
g ram  fro m  the s trugg le  aga inst 
w ar to the strugg le  fo r a Labo r 
P a rty  is dependent upon the 
degree o f p a rty  en trenchm ent 
and influence in  the trade  
unions, should ind ica te  th a t in  
th is  sector the m a x im u m  o f na
tiona l leadership and d irec tion  
as w e ll as o rgan iza tiona l e ff i
c iency should ex is t. I t  is  no t 
the a im  of th is  reso lu tion  to 
exam ine the p a r ty ’s po licy  in 
d iffe re n t trade  union situations 
or on the whole. W hat is  p e rt i
nent to the prob lem  we are 
dealing w ith  is the absence of 
a func tion ing  In d u s tr ia l De
p a rtm e n t d u ring  the past pe
riod . To our knowledge such a 
D epartm ent does not ex is t to 
th is  ve ry  day. As a re su lt of 
inadequate financ ing  the Labo r 
S ecre tary has functioned spor
a d ica lly . Correspondence on 
v ita l questions o f na tiona l trade  
union w ork  was conducted ve ry  
poorly  and a t tim es not a t a ll. 
The fo rm a tio n  of na tiona l fra c 
tions proceeded p a in fu lly  and 
w ith o u t d ire c tio n  fro m  the P o
l it ic a l C om m ittee. D u rin g  the 
c ris is  in  the auto union, the 
p a rty  experienced an in te rna l 
c ris is  th a t was characterized 
by the absence o f any f i rm  di-

T H E  BRAN CH ES AT W O R K:
“ D u rin g  the com ing week we 

are m ak ing  a specia l d rive  fo r  
m ore subs and hope to send in  
se ve ra l.”  — R. D ., lite ra tu re  
agent o f the Toronto F o u rth  In 
te rna tiona lis ts .

*  *  *

“ O ur com rades are fo llow ing  
up fo rm e r subscribers fo r  the 
purpose o f g e tting  renew als 
and a t the same tim e  are t r y 
ing  fo r  new  subs. L . Schlos- 
berg is s t i l l  B oston ’s Ace sub
ge tte r. He won the sub-drive 
P rize  amd now leads w ith  fo u r 
subs.

“ S treet sales of the Appeal 
are going o.k. F ou r tim es each 
week, S aturday n ig h t m o b ili
zations in  the stree ts, s tree t 
m eetings, etc. O ur b ranch 
passed a m otion  th a t every  
m em ber g ive one n ig h t to  se ll
ing  Appeals on the streets. Th is 
has w orked ve ry  w e ll. Those 
com rades exem pt fo r  one rea
son or another m ust se ll 3 A p
peals each issue.”  J. T ., Bos
ton Appeal agent.

*  *  *

R E N E W A L C A M P A IG N  
E X T E N D E D :

Since m any branches have

stated they need m ore tim e  to 
fin ish  up on th e ir  renew al cam 
paigns we are extending i t  un
t i l  J u ly  1.

So fa r  the resu lts  have not 
been up to our expectations. A 
to ta l o f 50 renew als has been 
obtained in  about 3 weeks tim e . 
The branches can do lo ts bet
te r and have 2 m ore weeks in  
w hich to prove it .

*  *  *

STA TE M E N TS  IN  M A IL S :
Th is week each branch and 

Appeal agent w il l  rece ive the 
re g u la r s ta tem en t ite m iz in g  his 
Appeal b ill.

We are depending upon a 
p ro m p t paym ent in  a ll cases. 
O ur fin a n c ia l d iff ic u ltie s  are 
no t over by a long shot and 
we expect a steady response 
fro m  the branches. L iqu ida te  
a ll back debts by the Conven
tion !

* * *
N O T IC E : Please m ake a ll

checks, money orders, e tc., 
payable to the SOCIALIST A P 
P E A L . Do not m ake them  out 
to the m anager o r ed ito r o f the 
paper. Please observe th is  re 
quest.

N. Y . PARTY A T  W O R K

MASS MEETING
Greet The Anti-War Convention of the Socialist Workers 

Party! Hear The Internationalist Position on War!
C ha irm an : JA M E S  P . CANNON
R eporter fo r the P o lit ic a l C om m ittee : M A X  SHAC HTM AN
Speakers: V. R. D U N N E  o f M inneapo lis , G EN O R A JOHNSON o f F lin t,  G LE N  

T R IM B L E  o f San F ranc isco , G EO RG E C LA R K E  of D e tro it, R E U B E N  
P LA S K E T T  OF N E W A R K , N A T H A N  G O U LD , N a tiona l Secretary Y .P .S .L .

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 8 P.M.
Irving Plaza, Irving Place at 15th Street

AD M ISSIO N  25c

Throughou t the la s t weeks, 
the p a rty  in  New Y o rk  has 
been conducting a w idespread 
ag ita tion  aga inst the g row ing  
menace o f F a th e r Coughlin and 
his fasc is t m ovem ent.

Sales o f the Socia lis t Appeal 
have increased app rec iab ly  ov
er the previous period and we 
can state d e fin ite ly  th a t our 
S oc ia lis t message is reach ing  
hundreds m ore w orkers  in  New 
Y o rk  than a t any previous p e r
iod.

The B ronx  branch has been 
conducting a va riega ted  series 
o f a c tiv itie s , in c lu d in g  n um er
ous indoor and outdoor m eet
ings, mass sales of the Social
is t Appeal and d is tr ib u tio n  of 
thousands of an ti-fasc is t hand
b ills . L a s t week they invaded 
the F ordham  area w ith  th e ir 
S ocia lis t message, thus c a rry 
ing  the an ti-fasc is t f ig h t r ig h t 
in to  A frica .

Results thus fa r :  The B ro n x  
branch is beg inning to roo t i t 
se lf in  the B ronx  com m un ity , 
the sales of the Socia lis t Appeal 
have been g re a tly  increased, 
severa l new m em bers have 
been re c ru ite d  in to  the p a rty  
w ith in  the la s t two weeks.

The Boro P a rk  b ranch has 
had severa l tussles w ith  the lo 
cal C ham ber of C om m erce in  
w h ich  the la tte r  has come o ff 
second best.

The o ther branches are 
sw ing ing  in to  line , ho ld ing 
la rge  open a ir  m eetings, estab-

rection  fro m  the Center and 
com plete  fa ilu re  to keep a ll 
sections of the p a rty  w orkers 
in  auto in fo rm ed  on changes in  
p a rty  po licy .

We propose:
(a) T h a t one of the f i r s t  

tasks of the incom ing  N ationa l 
C om m ittee be the fo rm a tio n  o f 
a. N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l D e p a rt
m ent.

(b) The D epa rtm ent should 
be headed by an E xecu tive  
S ecre tary who sha ll be a m em 
ber of the P o lit ic a l C om m ittee, 
and a F ie ld  S ecre tary. The E x 
ecutive S ecre tary  sha ll m a in 
ta in  constant con tact w ith  a ll 
trade  union frac tions , co rre 
spond on the c u rre n t problem s 
and convey the line  of the P.C. 
to the loca lities . The F ie ld  
S ecre tary  sha ll be sent to a ll 
v ita l po in ts in  the trade  union 
s itua tion  e ithe r to establish 
connections fo r  the P a rty  o r 
aid the p a rty  fra c tio n s  in  the 
s itua tion .

(C) The In d u s tr ia l D epa rt
m ent sha ll issue a re g u la r B u l
le tin  conta in ing  in fo rm a tio n  on 
p a rty  a c tiv ity  in  d iffe re n t un
ions, ana lysis and estim ation  
o f the genera l trade  union s itu 
ations, exchange o f experiences 
in  trade  union w o rk . D irec tives  
on cam paigns the p a rty  is  c a r
ry in g  on w ith in  the unions, etc.

(d) The im m ed ia te  fo rm a tio n  
of na tiona l frac tions  w ith  a 
fra c tio n  secre ta ry  in  eve ry  un
ion feasib le.

(e) Adequate fin a n c ia l p ro v i
sions m ust be made fro m  the 
ve ry  f i r s t  fo r  the e ff ic ie n t func
tion ing  o f the D epa rtm ent and 
its  personnel. Th is  w o rk  m ust 
be ca rr ie d  on w e ll even i f  we 
m ust sac rifice  o ther im p o rta n t 
p ro jects. I t  m ust no t be thought 
th a t we do not recognize splen
d id  trade  union w ork  th a t has 
been done d u rin g  the past 
period under the guidance o f 
the na tiona l leadersh ip . M any 
exam ples can be g iven. How
ever, the c ry in g  lack  was and 
rem a ins the absence o f na tion 
a l co-ord ination and d irec tion .

(Continued in  next issue)

lish ing  them selves in  th e ir  lo 
ca l neighborhoods, g ra d u a lly  
ga in ing  recogn ition  as T H E  So
c ia lis t m ovem ent o f New Y o rk  
C ity .

M eanw hile  mass sales o f the 
Socia list Appeal are going fu l l  
steam  ahead in  the T im es 
Square and o the r m a in  th o r
oughfares o f the c ity .

L e t the old ladies o f both 
sexes, le t the cowards and the 
ch icken - hearted sn ive l and 
weep; our anti-C oughlin  cam 
paign has dem onstra ted to us 
th a t we are on the r ig h t tra c k , 
th a t the w orkers  o f N ew Y o rk  
are by no means licked  and by 
no means reconciled to the rise 
of fasc ism  in  A m erica .

W ith  the anti-C oughlin  ca m 
paign, w hich we w il l  continue 
and extend, our p a rty  in  New 
Y o rk  has h it  its  true  s tr id e !

WAA ENDS BUSY 
LOBBYING WEEK

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
governm ent em ployes (W .P .A . 
w orkers) had no r ig h t to s tr ik e  
aga inst the governm ent.

In  fu l l  agreem ent w ith  M rs. 
Roosevelt th a t W .P .A . w orkers 
ought s ile n tly  to accept the New 
Deal-engineered d ism issa ls, the 
W orkers A lliance  “ Congress”  
spent m ost o f the sessions p a l
ave rin g  “ to keep the New Deal 
in  the W hite House a fte r the 
1940 e lections.”

Businèssm en’s Slogan
The keynote o f the conven

tion , hoarse ly sounded by D av- 
io Lasser, was “ to prom ote 
business re co ve ry .”  I t  sounded 
like  a businessm en’s ga thering . 
The prom otion  o f a fig h tin g  
p rog ram  fo r m ore adequate re 
lie f and be tte r housing w ent 
w ho lly  unm entioned. The sole 
e ffo rt made by the W .A .A . con
vention  to secure m ore ade
quate re lie f was confined to a 
one-week • lobby ing  cam paign, 
du ring  w h ich  a ll ava ilab le  Con
gressm en were asked to  be in 
du lgent enough to vote fa v o r
ab ly  on the C asey-M urray B il l.

In  the m a tte r o f m ore  ade
quate re lie f, the C asey-M urray 
B il l  p rov ides fo r less W .P .A . 
jobs than existed p r io r  to  the 
la s t genera l e lection. The Cas
e y -M u rra y  B il l  p rov ides fo r  the 
m aintenance of an average of 
th ree  m illio n  W .P .A . Jobs, 
w hich is 350.000 jobs less than 
existed in  N ovem ber, 1938.

Conscious be traye rs  of the 
hungry  masses w hom  they m is 
lead, the S ta lin is t organ izers of 
the “ R ig h t To W ork Congress”  
had s im p ly  b rough t 1200 dele
gates here to befuddle them  in 
to th in k in g  th a t som ething had 
been done by com ing here. B u t 
the business o f s itt in g  and lis 
ten ing  to w indy  speeches, w a lk 
ing  around W ashington and s it
tin g  in  Congressm en’s o ffices, 
was a de libe ra te ly-p lanned  sub
s titu te  fo r  the necessary s tree t 
dem onstra tions in  the c ities  
and towns back home. The 
“ Congress”  was s im p ly  a ru n 
around, and worse than useless.

Boston, Mass.
B ene fit Supper fo r  the 

Socia lis t Appeal
F R ID A Y , JU N E  16, 6:30 p .m . 

B yro n  H a ll, 6 B y ro n  St.
A dm ission , 49 cents
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Are Our French Comrades Facing 
An "Espionage" Trial?

L a s t week we gave severa l instances o f the 
wave o f persecution unleashed aga inst the  an
ti-w a r forces in  F rance  and its  colonies. As 
a resu lt o f the rebe llion  among the sold iers of 
the M ag ino t L ine  aga inst the inde fin ite  re ten
tion  of the reserv is ts , w h ich  we reported  in  
th is  co lum n, the persecutions have m u ltip lie d . 
In  add ition  to num erous loca l headquarters, 
the cen tra l o ffices o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
and Peasants P a rty  in  P a ris  have since been 
ra ided tw ice . S im ila r ra ids  have been made on 
ana rch is t and syn d ica lis t centers th roughout 
the country. B u t m ore s ta r tlin g  than a ll these 
incidents is the case o f our com rades Steve 
and R iga l, young m ilita n ts  of the F rench  sec
tion  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

Steve and R ig a l have been held incom m un i
cado since th e ir a rre s t severa l weeks ago. 
They were arrested  fo r a n ti-m ilita r is t a rtic les  
appearing in our press and a ll e ffo rts  to see 
them  up to the present have been unsuccess
fu l. In  the nam e o f the com ing w a r fo r “ de
m o c ra cy ” , the m ost e lem enta ry  dem ocra tic  
r ig h ts  are thus being abrogated even before 
the ou tbreak of hos tilities . Outrageous as th is  
procedure is, the rum ors  being spread about 
the case are even m ore a la rm in g . As in  the 
case o f the rebels in  the colonies, accord ing 
to ce rta in  sources, the governm ent is going to 
t r y  the re vo lu tio n a ry  a n ti-m ilita r is ts  under 
charge o f “ consp iring  w ith  fo re ign  pow ers.”

I f  the frenzied lynch -ag ita tion  of the S ta lin 
is t U um an ite  and its  p a rlia m e n ta ry  expe rt on 
m ili ta ry  a ffa irs , G itton , are any ind ica tion , a 
fram e-up  espionage t r ia l  aga inst R ig a l and 
Steve is being cooked up behind the scenes. 
A lready  the re c ru it in g  sergeants fo r  im p e ria l
is t w a r in  the ranks o f the F rench  labor m ove
m en t are every  day ha tch ing  am algam s in  
th e ir  press between the  P.S.F. (Colonel La - 
Rocque’s F a sc is t F rench  Social P a rty ) and 
the “ P ive rtis ts -T ro tsky is ts ”  in  p repa ra tion  
fo r fram e-ups.

O f course, our F rench  com rades are no t be
ing  in tim id a te d  by th is  cam paign. They are 
c a rry in g  on th e ir  a n ti-m ilita r is t w o rk  w ith  ev
en g rea te r v ig o r than before. B u t the whole 
re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent o f the w o rld  m ust 
stand ready to a id  them  against the fram e-ups 
and persecutions w h ich  F rench  “ dem ocracy”  
and its  S ta lin is t and re fo rm is t agents are 
h u rlin g  a t them .
Revolutionary Socialists of Ceylon 
M ark Important Advances

Am ong the signs o f re vo lt aga inst B r it is h
w a r p repa ra tions in  the colonies, we recen tly  
c ited the s trugg le  o f the S ocia lis t P a rty  of 
Ceylon. As we pointed ou t a t the tim e , th is  
p a rty  has consisten tly  opposed “ co llec tive  se
c u r ity ”  and a t its  recen t na tiona l conference

adopted a reso lu tion  on w a r w h ich  a ffirm e d  
the re vo lu tio n a ry  class s trugg le  as the on ly 
means of fig h tin g  against w ar.

T h a t the Ceylon masses have responded to 
th is po licy  is attested to by the fa c t th a t the 
p a rty  has since elected two m em bers to the 
State Council and com bined its  p a rlia m e n ta ry  
a c tiv ity  w ith  pow erfu l s tree t dem onstrations 
in  Columbo and o ther towns. The Ceylon So
c ia lis t P a rty  ce lebra ted  M ay Day by convert
ing  its  w eekly paper in to  a da ily . O ur h e a rti
est cong ra tu la tions and w a rm es t g reetings of 
s o lid a r ity  to the re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lis ts  o f 
Ceylon !

Unspeakable Stalinist Attacks 
Against Revolutionary

The S ta lin is ts  in  F rance  are leav ing  no stone 
unturned to m ake life  as m iserab le  as pos
sib le fo r  the re vo lu tiona ry  Spanish refugees 
who have found a p recarious and te m po ra ry  
asy lum  in  th a t coun try . Because o f the re v 
e la tions o f these refugees, w hich exposed the 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  ro le of the K re m lin  in  
Spain, the G .P .U . agents are redoubling th e ir 
e ffo rts  to silence these opponents by even 
m ore despicable methods than they have em 
ployed h ithe rto .

These assassins of E rw in  W olf, N in  and 
M ou lin  now have the unm itiga ted  nerve to. ac
cuse Spanish an ti-S ta lin is ts  of p lo ttin g  the as
sassination o f a S ta lin is t deputy, A ndre  M a r ty ! 
N or do they confine the accusation to  th e ir 
press. They have taken i t  d ire c tly  to A lb e rt 
S a rrau t, M in is te r o f the In te r io r , w hom  they 
not so long ago characte rized  as the arch-Fas- 
c is t in  F rance. F u rn ish in g  h im  w ith  lis ts  upon 
lis ts  o f th e ir  opponents among the refugees, 
they have demanded th a t he round them  up 
and hold them  fo r t r ia l.

The bloodhounds o f the K re m lin  hopè by 
th is  means to cover up th e ir c rim es  in  Spain. 
They w il l  h a rd ly  succeed. As w ith  th e ir other 
c rim es, here too tru th  is on the m arch.

*  *  «

An exce llen t account o f the c iv il  w a r in  
Spain, su b m ittin g  its  experiences to the 
sea rch ligh t of M a rx is t analysis, has ju s t been 
published by our F rench  com rades in  a spe
c ia l issue o f th e ir  theo re tica l rev iew , Quat
rièm e  In te rna tiona le . The pam ph le t is en titled  
L ’Espagne L iv ré e : C om m ent le F ro n t Popu
la ire  a o u ve rt les portes a F ranco  (Spain su r
rendered: How the People ’s F ro n t Opened the 
Gates to F ra n co ). The author is M . Casanova, 
one o f the leaders o f the Spanish section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, whose m iracu lous  es
cape fro m  Spain was re la ted  in  the Appeal 
la s t M arch . P ioneer P ub lishers  is  p lann ing  to 
pub lish  i t  in  E ng lish  soon. I ts  appearance is 
another im p o rta n t b low  d irected  aga inst S ta l
in ism  and w il l  be inva luab le  in  educating the 
cadres of the new re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rna tiona l.

On the Line . . . with Bill Morgan

T im o th y  O ’Toole is a carpen te r by trade  and 
a dam n fine  ca rpen te r a t th a t. One day he 
was h ired  by M r. M u rphy  who was p u ttin g  a 
new roo f on his barn . M r. M urphy  and T im  
d iv ided  the w ork  to m ake th ings a lit t le  easier. 
M r. M u rphy  used a sm a ll p ick-ax to r ip  o ff 
the old shingles and T im  fo llow ed h im  w ith  a 
ham m er and na ils  and p u t on the new shingles. 
I t  was no t an easy job because the roo f was 
as s lip p e ry  as ice and every once in  a w h ile  
one o f them  w ould s ta r t to s lide  down the 
slope where there was a fifte e n  foo t drop on 
to a g re a t big p ile  o f m anure  w h ich  M r. 
M u rphy  was co llec ting  fo r  the fa rm .

W henever one w ould s lip  the o ther w ould 
reach out and t r y  to hold h im  back. T h is  hap
pened severa l tim es w ith o u t d ire  consequences 
u n til M r. M u rphy  happened to h it  a loose 
board w hich banged T im o th y  in  the shin w hich 
is a ve ry  tender place and T im o th y  began to 
slide down the s lip p e ry  roof like  a specia l 
d e live ry  le tte r in  a m a il chute in  the E m p ire  
State B u ild ing .

Quick Watson! My Parachute!
F ra n tic a lly  T im o th y  reached ou t like  a 

drow ning m an and tr ie d  to g rab a t eve ry th ing  
in  s igh t and ju s t in  the n ick  o f tim e  got a 
f i rm  g rip  on the seat o f M r. M u rp h y ’s over
alls. Then they both w ent bum ping and s lip 
p ing  down the roo f u n til they h it  the g u tte r 
pipe. T im o th y  w ent over the pipe and fo r  an 
in s ta n t hung in  m id -a ir by  v ir tu e  o f hte pow er
fu l hold on M r. M u rp h y ’s posterio r.

M r. M urphy , being a foresighted m an w ith  
g rea t phys ica l s trength , m anaged to re ta in  
his p ick -ax  w hich he a t once used as a sky
hook and hung onto the gu tte r pipe like  a 
passenger on the Lex ing ton  Avenue Express 
hangs on to a s trap  in  the rush hour.

They made a g rea t p ic tu re , the tw o of them , 
w ith  M r. M u rp h y  hanging on the p ick  w hich 
was caught on the g u tte r pipe and T im o th y  
hanging on to M r. M u rp h y ’s seat. They dan
gled in  the a ir , sw ing ing  to and fro  as grace
fu lly  as a couple o f a e ria l acrobats except fo r 
the expressions on th e ir faces and the w ay 
th e ir  heels w h irled  about in  space.

A fte r a w h ile , there being no one in  s igh t 
to b rin g  a ladder, they became tire d . Espe
c ia lly  M r. M u rphy  who was fa t  and not used 
to hav ing  a one hundred and s ix ty -five  pound 
m an hang on h is re a r end w h ile  he was 
dang ling  on the end of a p ick-ax. " L e t  go 
me pants you id ju t ! ”  he howled. B u t T im o thy  
was nobody’s dope and he ju s t said noth ing 
and hung on like  glue.

F in a lly  M r. M u rphy  could bear i t  no longer. 
H is pants were in  severe danger of becom ing 
separated fro m  his person and h is a rm s were 
too tire d  to hang on the p ick . He looked be
low  a t T im o th y  and shouted, “ L e t go me pants 
or I ’l l  h it  you w ith  the p ic k ! ”

Don't Lead with Your Chin
There is a m o ra l to th is  s to ry . T im o th y  

learned i t  ve ry  w e ll th a t day. M r. M urphy  
learned i t  especia lly  w e ll. And everyone else 
should consider i t  c a re fu lly . I f  everyone 
learned i t  there w ould be m uch less troub le  
in  the w o rld  today.

Y ears ago in  P ennsylvan ia  the bosses used 
to d iv ide  up the va rious na tiona lities  and re 
lig ions  so th a t w henever they decided to cu t 
the pay they could b lam e i t  a ll on some o ther 
group o f w orkers . The Poles were sore a t the

G erm ans and the G erm ans were m ad a t the 
Ir is h  and so i t  went. The C atho lic w orkers 
were to ld  th a t the P ro tes tan t w orkers  were 
to b lam e fo r  bad conditions, and they w ould 
f ig h t each other. One day the w orkers  got 
wise to th is  ra cke t and they organized reg a rd 
less of n a tio n a lity  and re lig io n  and then the 
boss had to fig u re  ou t a new w ay to keep the 
w orkers  fig h tin g  am ong them selves.

And when w orkers f ig h t w orkers  the boss 
w ins every tim e . He can ’t  lose when the w o rk 
ers are d iv ided . When one w orke r k icks  the 
fe llow  nex t to h im  in  the shop he doesn’t  re a l
ize th a t the fe llo w  on the o ther side w il l  soon 
k ic k  h im .

I t  w orks the o ther w ay around when w o rk 
ers cooperate. I f  a fe llo w  who is be tte r paid 
and has be tte r conditions helps ou t the fe llow  
who is not so w e ll o ff o r who is no t so sk illed , 
then both are helped. I f  the average wage 
leve l can be ra ised to the p o in t where a ll the 
guys in  the shop are m ak ing  a decent l iv in g  
then the h igher pa id  w o rke r is ju s t th a t m uch 
be tte r o ff. And on the o ther hand when there 
is a la rge  num ber of underpa id  and ove r
w orked m en on the job  the fe llo w  who is a 
l it t le  be tte r o ff is in  constant danger o f being 
cu t o r fire d . And when the sk illed  and un
sk illed , the be tte r paid and the underpaid, 
s tic k  together the boss is hogtied to m a in ta in  
h igher pay and good conditions. I t  w orks like  
th a t every tim e .

The Old Army Game
I  once w orked fo r  a boss who took me aside 

a fte r the second day on the job  and said, 
“ Look here, you are a nice A m erican  fe llow  
and a gen tile  and you w il l  go a long w ay in 
th is  business i f  you ju s t keep aw ay fro m  a ll 
the Wops and Jews and Swedes and s tic k  to 
m e ."  I  d id n ’t  answer h im  bu t he m ust have 
figu red  I  fe ll fo r  h is lie  because he w ent on 
to say how a ll the others were no good, etc.

The ve ry  nex t day I  happened to overhear 
h im  te llin g  another new m an on the job  the 
v e ry  same th in g  on ly  th is  tim e  he was p ra is 
ing  the Swedes. He sa id , “ Look here, you are 
a nice s m a rt boy and i f  you m ind  your own 
business and keep aw ay fro m  the Ir is h  and 
Jews and the Wops and you s tic k  along w ith  
me you w il l  be a ll se t.”  And a fte r a ll the guys 
in the shop got together we found ou t he had 
tr ie d  to p u ll the same th in g  on every  one. To 
one he would pra ise  the Ita lia n s  and to an
o ther he w ould knock the G erm ans o r the 
Jews or the Swedes. B u t we got w ise to th is  
l it t le  tr ic k  when we found th a t each guy in  
the shop was ge tting  a d iffe re n t wage and had 
been prom ised a p rom otion  i f  he w ould  keep 
his ears open and stool on the others. We 
fixe d  th a t boss, believe me.

You m ay th in k  you are saving  your l it t le  
job  or are fix in g  th ings n ice ly  fo r  yourse lf i f  
you reach down and take a sw ing a t the guy 
below o r alongside bu t w h a t'yo u  are doing is 
no th ing m ore or less than greasing the skids 
fo r  your own ex it.

When th ings get tough i t  is tim e  not to f ig h t 
w ith  your fe llow  w orkers  b u t to gang up on 
the boss w ith  a few  im m ed ia te  demands and 
a bunch of brand new p icke t signs a ll ready 
in  case. T h a t is the w ay to ease up the ten
sion on the job  and i t  w orks eve ry  tim e . I f  
you don 't believe m e, t r y  i t  ou t som etim e. 
Y ou ’l l  be surprised.

Admits Brutal 
Puerto Rico Rule

F.D.R. Reveals U. S. Role— Cannon Seconds 
Pineiro's Call for Independence

By D IE G O  M O N TA N E Z
In  a pub lic  le tte r to General 

B lan ton  W insh ip , his in fam ous 
G overnor o f P uerto  R ico, P res
iden t Roosevelt com ple te ly  
gave aw ay the contentions of 
the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  Con
gressional pet, V ito  M arcanto- 
n io , th a t the P res ident is not 
responsible fo r  the b ru ta l ru le  
of W inship. The people of P ue r
to R ico w il l  long rem em ber the 
cold-blooded m assacre of un
a rm ed paraders, men, women 
and ch ild ren , on P a lm  Sunday, 
1937, in  the c ity  of Ponce a t the 
d ire c t ins tiga tion  of W inship, 
whom  Roosevelt appointed and 
kep t in  o ffice  fo r  five  long 
years.

The A m erican  C iv il L ib e rtie s  
U nion, m ild  and respectable 
though i t  is, uses unusually 
s trong  language in  ch a rac te riz 
ing the a d m in is tra tio n  o f th is  
“ loya l su ppo rte r”  of F .D .R .: 
“ U nder his ad m in is tra tio n  fre e 
dom  of speech and assem bly 
have repeated ly been denied, 
teachers have been su m m a rily  
discharged o r d isc ip lined  fo r 
th e ir views, vio lence by the 
m ilita r iz e d  police has resulted 
in  deaths and in  in ju r ie s  ru n 
n ing  in to  the hundreds, and 
courts of la w  have been used 
as ins trum en ts  to support 
A m erican  co lon ia l ru le .”

The P res iden t’s le tte r to 
W inship, as p rin te d  in  the New 
Y o rk  H era ld -T ribune  of June 7, 
fo llow s in  fu l l :
“ M y  D ear G overnor W insh ip :

" I  have rece ived you r res ig 
na tion  o f June 3, 1939, w h ich  I  
accept, know ing of your desire 
to be re lieved  as soon as con
venient. As I  have a lready in 
d icated to you, A d m ira l Leahy 
w il l  be able to assume the gov
e rnorsh ip  on Sept. 1 o f th is  
year, sub ject, of course, to  his 
co n firm a tio n  by the Senate. 
There fore , the a rrangem en t of 
you r tim e  as ou tlined in  your 
le tte r w il l  f i t  in  sa tis fa c to rily .

“ I  am  sure th a t you a lready 
know o f m y  h igh  rega rd  fo r 
you personally and o ff ic ia lly , 
bu t I  can not re fra in  a t th is  
tim e  fro m  expressing m y ap
p rec ia tion  of your long and d is
tinguished career in  the service 
of you r governm ent. Th is  ap
plies not on ly to you r w o rk  in  
P uerto  R ico b u t to o ther spe
c ia l and d if f ic u lt  assignm ents 
th a t you have had p rev ious ly , 
and w h ich  so re m a rka b ly  
equipped you fo r the G overn
orsh ip  o f P uerto  R ico. You took 
o ffice  there  a t a m ost d if f ic u lt  
m om ent in  the h is to ry  of the 
is land ; you Inherited  problem s 
of unique and unprecedented 
g ra v ity . I  am  proud o f the w ay 
in  w hich you ca rr ie d  through 
th is  m ost arduous task in  the 
in te re s t of the people o f Puerto  
R ico.

“ M ay I  thank you fo r your 
loya l support d u ring  the years 
we have known each o ther and 
express m y  best wishes fo r the 
fu tu re .

V e ry  s incere ly ,
F R A N K L IN  D. R O O S E V ELT”
A d m ira l Replaces General
Th is le tte r serves as added 

p roo f o f the sta tem ents made 
both by the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  and the P uerto  R ican 
N a tiona lis ts  th a t W inship was 
by no means the “ m a in  ene
m y ”  o f the P uerto  R ican 
people, bu t m e re ly  a tool of 
the W a ll S tree t G overnm ent 
headed by Roosevelt. B o th  the

S.W.P. and the N a tiona lis ts  are 
equa lly  opposed to the appoin t
m en t o f the new G overnor, A d
m ira l W illia m  D. Leahy. The 
g is t o f the opinion o f the N a
tio n a lis t P a rty  was contained in  
the s ta tem ent o f Lorenzo P in 
e iro  R ive ra , th e ir U . S. Secre
ta ry -G enera l, th a t: “ The P uerto  
R ican people know  th a t th e ir  
freedom  fro m  W a ll S tree t op
pression cannot be a tta ined  by 
being sh ifted  fro m  m ili ta ry  to 
nava l contro l o r by the rem ova l 
of any in d iv id u a l o r group of 
ind iv idua ls , bu t on ly by sm ash
ing com ple te ly  the g rip  of 
Yankee im p e ria lis m .”

Jam es P . Cannon, na tiona l 
sec re ta ry  o f the S .W .P., com 
m enting  upon P in e iro ’s s ta te
m ent, sa id :

“ I  am  in  com plete agreem ent 
w ith  P in e iro 's  s ta tem ent. The 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty , U n it
ed States section o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, and the P a rtido  
Com unista Independiente, our 
b ro ther p a rty  in  P uerto  R ico, 
stand fo r the im m ed ia te  and 
unconditiona l independence of 
P uerto  R ico and a ll o ther coun
tr ies  th a t are  under the yoke 
o l im p e ria lis m . The w o rk ing  
people of the U n ited  States 
have every reason to sym pa
thize w ith  the strugg le  o f the 
Puerto  R ican masses against 
Ihe com m on enem y: the W all 
S treet-W hite House gang o f op
pressors.”

Brooklyn Businessman 
Gives S.W.P. Lesson 
In " Americanism"

(Continued from  Page I )
cop on the co rner stop the 
m eeting  and the m eeting  was 
ordered closed fo r 15 m inutes. 
The m eeting  was successfu lly 
concluded in spite of the po lice
m a n ’s in te rfe rence .

A few  days la te r R aphae l’s 
paper, the Boro P a rk  H e ra ld  
devoted its  en tire  fro n t page to 
the s tree t co rner m eeting. A f
te r denouncing the “ T ro tsky - 
ites, the rea l Bo lsheviks, re 
ce iv ing  th e ir o rders fro m  fo r 
eign a g ita to rs ” , and invectives 
about the P a rty  fo r  fly in g  the 
fla g  fro m  the le ft instead o f the 
r ig h t side o f the speaker’s p la t
fo rm , the ed ito r made the ly 
ing  s ta tem ent th a t the crow d 
tr ie d  to stop the m eeting by 
su rg ing  fo rw a rd  to tea r the 
speaker fro m  the p la tfo rm . A l
though th is  ac t d id  not occur, 
i t  is  s ig n ifica n t th a t Raphael 
cheers hoodlum  actions.

Approves Thuggery
“ The crow d cheered when 

they s ta rted  to te a r down the 
p la tfo rm ” , he w ro te . “ T h is  is 
the w ay rea l A m ericans of 
Boro P a rk  should s t i l l  voice 
th e ir  d isapprova l o f a n ti-A m e r
ican ra llie s .”

R aphae l’s super-patrio ts  on 
the C ham ber of C om m erce of 
Boro P a rk  haven ’t  the sense to 
rea lize  th a t the hoodlum  ac
tions th a t they are encouraging 
are se tting  in m otion the forces 
ot fasc ism . The Cham ber of 
Com m erce m em bers are, fo r 
the m ost p a rt, Jew ish and when 
the fasc is t axe fa lls  they w il l  
not spare these “ A m ericans”  
at the head o f the C ham ber, 
ju s t as the fascis ts  d id  not 
spare Jew ish "p a tr io ts ”  in  
G erm any.

A FULL DAY'S OUTING AT THE BEACH!

SUNDAY, JUNE 25th
Restricted beach: Swimming, sun bathing, 
tennis, handball, baseball, croquet, etc.

plus
2 EXCELLENT HOME COOKED MEALS

(d inner and supper)
E n te rta in m e n t, D ancing, etc.

•

SEA VIEW MANOR
4909 Beach 49th St., Brooklyn 

•
SUBSCRIPTIO N $1.50

R eservations are lim ite d  in  num ber and m ust be sent in  
ahead of tim e , no la te r than Thursday, June 22, 1939. Send 
reserva tions and rem ittances to E . R . F ra n k , 116 U n ive r
s ity  P lace, New Yoi^k.
A rrangem ents  have been made to leave by boat fro m  the 
B a tte ry  fo r  a fo rty -m in u te  ride  to Seagate fo r  15 cents. 
The grounds can also be reached by subway.

M A K E  TH IS  D A T E  A  M U ST!

Before the Party Convention

Blast a W ay Forward W ith  a 
Program of Party Expansion

_________________________________  B y JA M E S  P . C ANNO N _________________________

The question of w a r, w h ich  leads d ire c tly  to 
the question of revo lu tion , confronts every 
w o rke rs ’ p o lit ica l organ iza tion  w ith  its  su
prem e test. I t  is  as c lea r as day and nobody 
any longer denies th a t ca p ita lism , w h ich  has 
overstayed its  tim e  as a social and economic 
system , is about to in f l ic t  upon h um an ity  an
o ther w orld -w ide  m ili ta ry  explosion.

I t  is se lf-ev iden t th a t A m erica , the greatest 
and m ost rapacious im p e ria lis t power, w il l  be 
d ire c tly  invo lved  in  the w ar, as i t  is a lready 
invo lved in  the d ip lo m a tic  m aneuvers w hich 
precede and prepare  it .  Ir re co n c ila b le  opposi
tion  to the w a r is the p re -requ is ite  fo r the de
ve lopm ent o f a re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  to end 
the w a r w ith  a w o rke rs ’ v ic to ry . As the on ly 
p a rty  in  the U n ited  States whose opposition to 
w a r is taken seriously e ithe r by its e lf o r o th 
ers, we have to consider now the p ra c tica l 
ways and means to m ake our opposition e ffec
tive  and em erge fro m  the re vo lu tiona ry  c ris is , 
w h ich  w il l  in e v ita b ly  ensue fro m  the w ar, at 
the head o f the re vo ltin g  masses. Th is  question 
w il l  o f necessity dom inate our fo rthcom ing  an
ti-w a r convention fro m  beginning to end.

B u t w ha t does i t  mean to begin now to p re 
pare an e ffec tive  opposition to the w ar? Ob
v ious ly  i t  cannot be done by a passive w a itin g  
fo r w a r to b reak out. On the co n tra ry  i t  means 
to gear up a ll our w o rk  to a speed and in te n 
s ity  w hich breaks com ple te ly  w ith  the s n a il’s- 
pace m ovem ent of “ n o rm a l”  and peaceful 
tim es. T h a t is the g is t o f our p rob lem . Unless 
we solve i t  we are lost. The troub le  w ith  us, 
the m o rta l danger th a t confron ts us, is  th a t 
our re vo lu tio n a ry  a n ti-w a r p rog ram  m ay re 
m a in  on paper. We have repeated again and 
again th a t the f ig h t aga inst w ar is no t a spec
ia l task to be accom plished by some sor(r~of 
sle ight-of-hand. I f  w a r is on ly  the continuation  
of po litics  by o ther means, then the revo lu 
tio n a ry  s trugg le  aga inst w a r is the m u ltip lie d  
extension and in tens ifica tion  of re vo lu tio n a ry  
ag ita tion  and organ iza tion . We m us t prepare 
fo r  w a r by bu ild ing  a s tronger p a rty  and re 
shaping i t  fo r w a r conditions. And we m ust 
m ake haste and p e rfo rm  m irac les  o f energy 
in  the b r ie f tim e  le ft  to  us.

Old Methods Outmoded
The social c ris is  o f ca p ita lism  is un fo ld ing 

a t such hu rricane  speed, w ith  a w o rld  w a r on 
the order o f the day, th a t the slow, m odest 
g row th  of past tim es, the p a tie n t en ro llm en t 
and education of new re c ru its , one by one— 
the on ly th ing  possible in  our p repa ra to ry  
years—is fa ta lly  inadequate now. We m ust 
d rive  ahead: eve ry th ing  m us t be done in  a 
h u rry  and on a m any tim es m u ltip lie d  scale.

F o rtu n a te ly , we are ready fo r  such a ra d ica l 
tra n s fo rm a tio n  of the na tu re  of our w ork  and 
a c tiv ity . In  cooperation w ith  our co-w orkers 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l we have w orked 
out the p rog ram . We have educated cadres 
who constitu te  the skeleton of a na tiona l o r
ganization. We are ready, p repared by the 
past, to d rive  fo rw a rd  and become a p ro le ta r
ian pow er i f  we have the w il l  to do so.

Th is we can do w ith o u t undue s tra in . In  our 
ranks we have g rea t rese rvo irs  o f untapped 
energy. We are not tire d ; nobody in  our o r
ganization has h u rt h im se lf ve ry  m uch yet. 
T rue , our m ilita n ts  have done m uch m ore than 
others, and have made sacrifices w h ich  as
tound the o ther pa rties  o f ha lf-and-ha lf p o li
cies and ha lf-and -ha lf people. B u t we are not 
like  the others; we a im  to conquer the w orld . 
We need to p u t the p a rty  now  on a w a r foo t
ing  and move ahead by a forced m arch . We 
need to b reak w ith  the hab its  of conserva tive  
rou tine  and b last our w ay out of iso la tion  by 
a bold and am b itious p rog ram  o f expansion.

" M oral Rearmament"
O ur an ti-w a r convention m'ust g ive the s ig 

na l fo r a “ m o ra l re a rm a m e n t”  o f our own, in  
the sense o f tra n s fo rm in g  our m ore  o r less 
p lac id , easy-going propaganda c irc le  in to  an 
a rm y  on the m a rch ; an a rm y  whose d isc i
p lined m ilita n ts  are de term ined to conquer 
and who sh rin k  back fro m  no endeavor and 
no sacrifice . We m ust asp ire  to bu ild  such a 
p a rty  as Len in  b u ilt, and to adapt to the co n 
d itions of A m erica  his concept of professional 
revo lu tion is ts  who live  and w o rk  a ll the tim e  
fo r  the p a rty  and w ith  the p a rty . The conven
tion , in  ca llin g  fo r such a trans fo rm a tion , 
should im p lem en t i t  by se tting  concrete tasks 
w hich, by  th e ir ve ry  na tu re , w il l  operate to 
hasten the process.

U p t i l l  now, fo r  exp la inab le  reasons, we have 
been a p a rty  p r im a r i ly  o f l ite ra ry  p ropagan
dists and c r it ic s . On the o rgan iza tion  side we 
have been w oe fu lly  weak, and we have made 
on ly a few  feeble experim ents w ith  mass o r
ganization. Th is  lop-sidedness, w h ich  had its  
ju s tif ic a tio n  in our days o f p repa ra tion , m ust 
be corrected  now by a d ras tic  s h ift in  em pha
sis. P ropaganda, w h ich  P lechanof defined as 
the d issem ination of m any ideas to a few  peo
ple, m ust be counter-balanced by a ten-fo ld  
increase in  ag ita tion  w ork, w h ich  he defined 
as the spreading o f a fe w  ideas to m any peo
ple. T h a t is the true  m eaning o f our tra n s itio n  
p rog ram . To accom plish th is  in  a few  m onths ’ 
tim e — th a t is a ll we can a llow  fo r  the change 
—we need a concrete p ro g ra m  o f expansion 
as fo llow s:

The Three-a-Week Appeal
1. On the lite ra ry  fro n t: Change the Appeal 

to a m ore popu la r paper and pub lish  i t  three 
tim es a week as the necessary n e x t step on 
the road to the D a ily  Appeal.

2. On the organ iza tion  fro n t: D ra ft tw en ty

m ore qua lified  com rades to w ork  a t fu l l  tim e  
fo r  the p a rty . One each should specia lize in 
and d ire c t T rade  union, unem ployed, and Ne
gro w o rk  on. a na tiona l scale. The_ others 
should be assigned to w ork  in  the fie ld — a t 
least one fu ll- t im e  organ ize r in  every  im p o rt
an t d is tr ic t o r center w here we have p a rty  o r
ganizations and a fe w  men roam ing  the fie ld  
to organize new branches and develop new 
a c tiv itie s .

3. A g ita tio n : R egu la r speaking tours by 
p a rty  leaders a t in te rva ls  of not m ore  than 
two m onths.

4. F inances: Raise a specia l fund o f $10,000 
to finance the fo rego ing  undertakings.

Th is p rog ram , so m odest in  com parison w ith  
the m agn itude o f our task and the lim ite d  tim e  
a t ou r disposal is, o f course, on ly  a beginning. 
B u t once i t  is  fa ir ly  in  opera tion  i t  w il l  produce 
the new means and poss ib ilities  fo r  fu r th e r ex
pansion. I t  should be rea lized w ith in  a period  
of th ree  o r fo u r m onths a fte r the convention.

There is no doubt w hatever th a t we can 
rea lize the p ro g ra m  in  fu l l  w ith o u t any re a l 
s tra in  on the resources and energies o f our 
m em bers and sym path izers. To be sure, any 
other p a rty  o f com pa ra tive  size w ould be f la b 
bergasted by h a lf these demands. B u t again— 
we are no t like  the others. We set ourselves 
tasks w h ich  are in  some degree com m ensurate  
w ith  our g rea t a im s and the q u a lity  of ou r m il
itan ts . The demands of th is  expansion p ro 
g ram  w il l  appear as c h ild ’s p la y  com pared to 
the rea l tasks and sacrifices  w h ich  are ye t to 
come, and fo r  w h ich  the m in o r e ffo rts  and 
sacrifices  o f th is  expansion p ro g ra m  w il l  help 
to prepare  us.

O ur convention, I  ven tu re  to say, w il l  not 
s tu tte r over the sacrifices  th is  p ro g ra m  en
ta ils ; m ore lik e ly  i t  w il l  ask p roo f o f its  p ra c 
tic a l fe a s ib ility . F ro m  th is  s tandpo in t I  w il l  
discuss the question here b r ie fly .

Is n ’t  i t  foo lha rdy  to undertake a three-a- 
week pub lica tion  when the two-a-week is ad
m itte d ly  in  serious fin a n c ia l d iff ic u ltie s  w hich, 
on ly  a fe w  weeks ago, threatened its  suspen
sion? No, i t  is no t foo lha rdy, b u t on the con
tr a ry  is  e n tire ly  feasib le. We need the paper 
three tim es a week in  o rde r to ge t ready fo r  
the D a ily  w hich w il l  be on the agenda to m o r
row.

The tw ice-a-w eek Appeal is a lready  fo u r 
months old. I t  is an ines tim ab le  weapon, as a ll 
recognize. We s tr ike  now tw ice  as ha rd  and 
tw ice  as often and we d is tr ib u te  app rox i
m a te ly  tw ice  as m any papers as before. The 
on ly  troub le  is  a v e ry  sm a ll one. N a tu ra lly , 
we operate on a close m a rg in . Some o f the 
branches became careless in  the paym ent of 
th e ir  bundle o rde r accounts. Quite a few  have 
been too slugg ish  in  g e tting  subscrip tions. 
R em edy these defects—and the convention, 
by its  a u th o r ity , undoubtedly can and w il l  re m 
edy them —put a stop to horse-play about the 
paym ents fo r  bundle orders, and increase the 
subscrip tion  l is t  by  on ly 1,000 by the m anda
to ry  assignm ent of quotas, and the tw ice-a- 
week Appeal w il l  be f in a n c ia lly  s tab ilized . The 
decks cleared fo r  the n e x t necessary step— 
the three-a-week Appeal.

H alf for Organization Work
We w il l,  o f course, requ ire  a reserve fund 

to cover the d e fic it and help the paper over the 
f i r s t  period. O ne-half o f the $10,000 fund  should 
be a llocated to th is  purpose. The o ther h a lf 
should be spent exc lus ive ly  on o rgan iza tion  
w ork  as ou tlined above.

Ten thousand do lla rs  is qu ite  a sum  of 
m oney fo r  a sm a ll o rgan iza tion  of poor people 
to ra ise a t one tim e . B u t the rank  and f i le  o f 
our o rgan iza tion  have shown in  the past th a t 
they are capable o f responding w ith  enthus
iasm  and sa crifice  every tim e  rea l needs and 
serious tasks are presented to them  in  a ra 
tiona l fashion. The 100% ach ievem ent o f the 
quotas fo r  the tw ice-a-w eek Appeal and the 
s im ultaneous co llec tion  o f the in te rn a tio n a l 
fund should be eye-openers to those who doubt 
th a t ou r m ilita n ts  are ready to take a step 
fo rw a rd  and to pay fo r  it ,  i f  necessary, w ith  
th e ir  own skin .

The whole p a rty  is d issa tis fied, and p rope r
ly  so, w ith  the w ay our o rgan iza tion  w o rk  lags 
behind the lite ra ry  propaganda. P a r t o f the 
d if f ic u lty  can be a ttr ib u te d  to in d iv id u a l de
linquencies w h ich  m ay o r m ay not be co r
rected in  the com ing m onths. B u t a conven
tion  discussion on th is  leve l and a chorus o f 
re c r im in a tio n  cannot y ie ld  any th ing  ve ry  v a l
uable. T h a t would be s im p ly  n ib b lin g  a t the 
p rob lem , anyw ay. We need no t m e re ly  an ad
ju s tm e n t here and there—although th a t w il l  
be usefu l—b u t a d ras tic , wholesale reconstruc
tion  of ou r conceptions and m ethods o f o r
ganization. We m us t have done w ith  am a teu r
ism  and the lackada is ica l o rgan iz ing  methods 
of a propaganda sect th a t does not contem 
p la te  b ig  actions. We need a b igger s ta ff, not 
only in  the center b u t also, and especia lly , in  
the fie ld .

We have the qu a lif ie d  people to m ake up 
such a s ta ff, young m ilita n ts  who have re 
ceived th e ir  p o lit ic a l education in  our incom 
parab le  school, who ba lk  a t no sa c rifice  and 
are ready fo r  any assignm ent. A t the  same 
tim e  the p a rty  has reached the po in t w here i t  
needs and m u s t have th e ir  und iv ided labors. 
The three-a-week Appeal and the augm ented 
s ta ff o f o rganizers can soon l i f t  the p a rty  h igh 
e r and prepare  i t  be tte r fo r  b igger th ings to 
come.

The convention w il l  m a rk  a re a l step fo r 
w a rd  i f  i t  adopts a p rog ram  of expansion 
along these lines.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
F U R N IS H E D  ROOM to ren t. 

La rge  o r sm a ll. N r. 8th Ave. 
and B .M .T . R ent v e ry  rea- 

I sonable. Address a ll rep lies 
I to S. S tanley, c /o  S ocia lis t 

Appeal.

C AM P S E V E N  OAKS. Eaten- 
tow n, N. J . Tennis. S w im 
m ing . P ing-pong. P lum b ing . 
$2.50 per day. $14 a week. 
C ar leaves every F r id a y  at 
7 p .m . fro m  58 E . 4th St. to

Camp. M ake reservations, 
please! You m ay also p itch  
you r te n t a t Seven Oaks. We 
equip i t  and you can have 
use of Camp K itchen . $20 fo r 
the sum m er. Phone: Eaten- 
tow n 515.

F R IE N D S  O F T H E  Russian 
B u lle tin —We are ge tting  to 
ge ther aga in  fo r  a sw e ll tim e  
on June 17 a t 9 P .M . a t 321 
Second Ave. S inging, dancing 
and re freshm ents. A specia l 
m ovie  o f the F a ir  and New 
Y o rk  s tree t scenes w il l  be

shown. You m ay b rin g  your 
fr iends  along.

R E M O V A L  N O TIC E

Dr. Paul Luttinger
announces the rem ova l o f 

h is o ffice  to
1684 G rand Concourse, B ronx  

cor. 173rd S treet 
O ffice  h o u rs : 1 - 2  and 6 -8  

P hone: TR em on t 8-2126 
8th Ave. Subway—T ra in  C— 

to 174th St. o r 
Lexington-W oodlaw n to M t. 

Eden (173rd)
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r every w o rke r.

2. Open the id le  fac to ries— operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ contro l.

3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F edera l pub lic  w orks 
and housing program .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty ! $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r weekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F am ilie s .

7. A ll  w a r funds to the unemployed.

8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An independent Labor P a rty .

11. W orke rs ’ Defense Guards against v ig ila n te  
and Fasc is t a ttacks.

Alarm Signal
The fascist raid on the Debs Labor School in 

New York City is an alarm signal to the whole 
labor movement.

To our knowledge, this is the first labor head
quarters in the United States to be invaded and 
wrecked by a fascist gang which was, we have 
no doubt, of Coughlinite inspiration.

The style employed is not new. I t  is typical of 
the methods employed by the fascists, in Italy 
and in Germany, when they launched an auda
cious offensive to smash labor and all its organ
izations. That’s ho\y Mussolini and his Black
shirts began the campaign which brought them 
to power. They started with the smaller head
quarters o f the trade unions and the labor politi
cal parties. They entered the unprotected halls 
and wrecked everything in sight. They sought 
thereby to intimidate the workers, to imbue them 
with the feeling that the reactionary tide could 
not be stemmed.

I t  would be a catastrophic error i f  American 
workers were to let an occurrence like the smash
ing o f the Debs School hall go by without re
flecting deeply— and acting immediately.

The raid cannot, must not be waved aside as 
an accident. It is an audacious tria l balloon sent 
up by the fascist mobsters in this country. They 
are waiting to see how it is taken by the work
ers of New York and elsewhere. I f  there is no 
aggressive reaction to their brutal provocation, 
they w ill deliver a stiffer and more insolent blow 
next time.

What w ill it lie next time? It  is not hard to 
judge— for Germany and Ita ly give us the op
portunity to tell in advance what steps the fas
cists in this country w ill seek to take.

First a small, obscure labor hall, conducted by 
the Socialist party. A  few hours before that raid, 
the stabbing of a man on 14th Street— not a 
hundred yards from the headquarters o f the 
Communist Party and the Socialist Workers 
Party.

Tomorrow and the days thereafter— the halls 
o f the trade unions, the meetings of the trade 
unions, the very life  o f the trade unions w ill 
be involved.

U N LE S S —
Unless the workers o f the United States wake 

up
— to learn the lessons from Europe;
—Ito a realization o f the growing danger in 

this country;
— to a realization o f their own enormous 

strength and power.
The fascists are growing. They are becoming 

bolder. But faced by a m ilitant working class 
movement determined to smash them, they 
wouldn’t amount to a bag o f empty peashells. 
They would vanish like so much filth before a 
storm. They would scurry for the holes from 
which they came.

In Italy, in Germany, in Austria, fascism t r i
umphed because the workers were not prepared 
in time to fight. When they finally did fight, as in 
Austria, it was after the fascists had already 
gained the upper hand as a result o f the previous 
indifference and paralyzing influence o f the la
bor leadership.

Shall we wait, like animals in a trap, until the 
monstrous beast o f fascism is strong enough to 
snap his jaws around our throats-?-

Or shall we mobilize our vast power now, 
while there„is still ample time, before our halls 
are smashed, our papers suppressed, our best

fellow-workers stabbed or beaten to a pulp?
The first step in the mobilization is the build

ing up o f the W O R KER S D EFEN SE 
G UARD, the fighting arm o f the unions and of 
every other workers’ organization, their shield 
from fascist gangster attacks.

Every minute’s delay is like another weapon 
presented to the fascists.

Act now —  don't wait fo r the concentration 
camps!

“ The h is to ry  of the hum an race is an un fo ld ing  
record o f m a n k in d ’s endeavor to grasp the m ean
ing  o f substance and supp ly and thereby acquire  
a su ffic ie n t supply o f som ething to m eet h is needs 
and dem ands,’ ’ says Judge F re d e ric k  C. H ill,  
C h ris tian  S cientis t. “ R e lig ion  has been an im p o r
ta n t fa c to r in  the a ffa irs  of m ankind , and fro m  
canonica l w rit in g s  the fa c t is  disclosed th a t sub
stance and supply are to be found in the m enta l 
rea lm , and not in  the m a te ria l w o rld .”  Just an
other w ay of saying w ha t Joe H il l  sa id f irs t ,  and 
a dam n s igh t be tte r and p la in e r: “ W ork and p ray, 
live  on hay ; you ’l l  get pie in  the sky when you 
d ie .”

Briggs Strike Victory
The great victory won by Briggs Local 212 

o f the United Automobile Workers, reported in 
detail in the last issue of the S O C IA L IS T  A P 
PEAL, may very well prove to be a turning 
jioint in the fortunes, not only o f the automo
bile workers, but o f the labor movement in gen
eral.

In  auto, it  is an advance which puts the entire 
international union in a position to go over to 
an offensive fight against the auto barons all 
along the line, and puts an end to Ilom er M ar
tin's pretensions o f having delivered any sig
nificant section o f the auto workers to the 
A .F.L.

In the general labor movement, it signifies—  
following on the heels of the victory o f the 
United Mine Workers— a healthy contrast to the 
critical situation in which the C.I.O. found itself 
a few months ago. The two victories together 
mean that the C.I.O. has again gained the upper 
hand in the labor movement, and since the C.I.O. 
unquestionably represents the most progressive 
movement, that is all to the good.

I t  is no surprise to find that the Stalinist 
press managed to report the Briggs strike w ith 
out a single mention o f the local which led it or 
of its president, Emil Mazey. Instead the Stalin
ists dwelt on quotes from pro-Stalinist elements 
in the union who had little or nothing to do with 
the strike and the victory.

But it is something o f a surprise to find that 
the “ C.I.O. News’’, June 12, devotes only a one- 
column head on page 2 to this great victory, and 
that the story fails to mention the local or its 
leadership. That treatment o f this story is prob
ably to be explained by the name on the mast
head o f Len De Caux as editor and publicity 
director— a Stalinist stooge. Thus the signifi
cance of the Briggs strike is sacrificed by him 
for factional reasons. That is the kind of dis
service which Stalinists and their stooges render 
the labor movement.

The Briggs victory was the achievement o f a 
local led by anti-Stalinist progressives. M ilitant 
action freed from Stalinist poison— that is the 
road to union victories.

Republicans
The United States has seen few sights more 

sickening than the exhibition o f toadyism given 
by officials o f the republic— Democrats and Re
publicans, in high position and low— during the 
visit o f the British K ing and Queen.

The parasitic royal couple is the daily bene
ficiary o f as vicious a system of murder, pillage, 
exploitation and oppression as can be found any
where on this globe. Every gem in the royal 
treasure-trove is stained with the blood of B rit
ish imperialist conquest and extortion. There is 
not an inch o f the crown's power that is not 
maintained by machine-gun and bayonet. Slaves 
o f all colors, numbering more than a fourth o f 
the world’s population, are kept under the heel 
so that this pair o f useless grinning anthropoids 
and their retainers may continue to rule a mon
arch’s throne.

Is there a Fourth o f July celebration where 
the Democratic and Republican politicians fail 
to extol the countless virtues of our Great Re
public, to point out our emancipation from Eng
land and the monarchical system?

Yet all o f them joined in the obscene, hum ili
ating rush to grovel before Their Majesties. In 
New York, school children were commandeered 
to greet the K ing and Queen, like the serfs o f 
old who welcomed home the returning lord of 
the manor. In Washington, Senators and Repre
sentatives— to say nothing o f their women folk 
— drooled with delight at the touch o f the royal 
hands. Some of them made a living for a day 
by allowing their hands to be touched by those 
not fortunate enough to have touched the K ing ’s 
or Queen’s.

I t  goes without saying that the capitalist press 
— including, need we add, the Daily W orker— 
was not outdone in servility and bootlicking by 
the statesmen.

A  Quaker's Testimony on Life 
In the Land of Franco Fascism

Quaker Relief Representative Tells How the Fascists 
Stole Food Destined for Starving Children, How They Are 
"Reconstructing" Spain with the Aid of Lies and Terror

By DO RO THY W IL L IA M S
Fascists and sem i-fascists 

everyw here have lauded the 
te rm in a tio n  o f the C iv il W ar as 
a v ic to ry  of the people of Spain 
over “ the forces o f darkness 
seeking to destroy th e m .”  W hat 
does th is  “ v ic to ry ”  look like  to 
the Spanish masses them 
selves?

Some authentic  in fo rm a tio n  
on life  in  fasc is t Spain was g iv 
en recen tly  by A lfre d  H. Cope 
o f the A m erican  F riends Ser
v ice C om m ittee, the in te rn a 
tio n a l re lie f organ iza tion  o f the 
Quakers. I t  is a well-known 
fa c t tha t Q uaker organizations 
are ve ry  averse to p u b lic ity  
and hence M r. Cope’s rem arks  
have added va lue. H is pa rtin g  
s ta tem ent would ind ica te  tha t, 
i f  anyth ing , he has e rred  on the 
s i d e  o f unde rs ta tem en t: 
“ P lease don’t  oversta te  any
th ing . I  w an t to be as fa ir  to 
both sides as I  can .”

Since the e a rly  days of the 
C iv il W ar the F rie n d s ’ In te rn a 
tiona l C om m ission fo r Assis
tance to C h ild  Refugees in  
Spain, w ith  w h ich  M r. Cope 
was connected, has been en
gaged in feeding as m any ha lf- 
s ta rved  Spanish ch ild ren  as its  
means pe rm itted .
FASCISTS S TE A L 
C H IL D R E N ’S FOOD

In  A ugust its  w o rk  w il l  be 
trans fe rred  fro m  Spain to the 
F rench  concentra tion camps 
fo r  L o ya lis t supporters. The 
Quakers fin d  they cannot w o rk  
w ith  the Spanish fasc is ts ; M r. 
Cope said th a t the im m ed ia te  
cause was the d isappearance of 
s ix  o r seven shiploads of food 
destined to feed 100,000 s ta rv 
ing Spanish ch ild ren  w h ich  “ so 
fa r  as we can fin d  ou t was 
eaten by the a rm y .”

Th is  is ev iden tly  a com m on 
p ra c tic e ; “ In  M u rc ia , where 
we have a canteen feed ing 1,000 
refugee ch ild ren  who are its  
only c lien ts , we tu rned over to 
the F ranco Social A u x ilia ry  
enough food fo r  a m onth and 
three days. A ll  th is  food had 
disappeared in  ten days ’ tim e  
and we were asked fo r m ore 
supplies. We soon found out 
th a t the food had not gone to 
the ch ild ren . Am ong o ther 
th ings, the Social A u x ilia ry  del
egate had sold sugar fo r  as 
m uch as seven tim es its  estab
lished p r ic e .”  In  A lbacete, the 
Quaker d ire c to r was d rive n  out 
of tow n by the fascists, because 
the e v il m an had “ fed the 
R eds.”

M r. Cope w ent on: “ When 
the wom an delegate took over 
our canteens in  M u rc ia  the f ir s t  
th ing  she d id was to announce: 
‘F ro m  th is m om ent the c h il
dren m ust sing our N a tio n a lis t 
songs.’ They had to sing them  
before they could get anyth ing

to eat. The idea was to p u t the 
p o lit ica l angle ahead o f e ve ry 
th ing  else. In  M u rc ia  province 
we were feed ing close to 100,- 
000 ch ild ren  when F ranco came 
in . We had two colonies, two 
c h ild re n ’s hospita ls, workshops 
fo r g ir ls , etc. We had w e igh t 
cha rts  and food quotas. We 
had tr ie d  to bu ild  an e ffic ie n t 
system  th a t w ould save as 
m any ch ild ren  as possible fro m  
s ta rv a tio n .”

“ When the F ranco  people 
took over, they had no idea of 
procedure. IThey w eren ’t  in 
terested in  saving  the lives of 
s ta rv in g  ch ild ren , M r. Cope.] 
T h e ir idea was to gain a p o lit i
ca l v ic to ry  and to hand out 
bread and cap ita lize  on pub lic  
dem onstra tions. We tr ie d  to 
lean over backw ard  to w ork 
w ith  them . In  A lican te  they 
sold our powdered m ilk . The 
th ing  is. they w an t your .food, 
bu t they don’t  w an t you. We 
hung on in  hope o f he lp ing  the 
Spanish people, in  spite of the 
a ttitu d e  of some F ranco  o ff i
c ia ls. B u t now we can ’t  be sure 
where the food w il l  go .”
TH E  M U R D E R E D  
AND  JA IL E D

When questioned on the num 
ber o f R epublicans who had 
been executed since the fa l l  o f 
M a d rid , the Q uaker re lie f d i
rec to r became sk ittish  and re 
fused to m ake any guesses. 
H owever, he d id  say, “ When I  
was in  M u rc ia  I  know th a t a 
g rea t m any shots w ere fire d  in  
the ja i l  between m id n ig h t and 
tw o in the m orn ing . I  s lep t in  
m y ca r and was wakened by 
them . Also the nurse in  charge 
of our hosp ita l heard shots al-

" Christian Ideal"

H e rb e rt L . M atthew s, 
Rome correspondent o f the 
N. Y . T im es, sends the fo l
low ing d ispatch to his paper: 

V A T IC A N  C IT Y , June 1 1 -  
Pope P ius today greeted the 
Spanish soldiers o f the I t a l 
ian A rro w  d iv is ion  in words 
o f the w a rm es t pra ise fo r 
hav ing  brough t a “ tr iu m p h  
o f the C hris tian  id e a l”  to 
Spain.

m ost every n ig h t fo r  two 
weeks.”

Asked about the num ber of 
an ti-fasc is ts  held in  concentra
tion  cam ps, M r. Cope said, 
“ A bout h a lf a m illio n  is the f ig 
ure usua lly  g iven. There are 
cam ps everyw here , m any of 
them  hold ing  5,000 prisoners or 
m ore. When the N a tiona lis ts  
occupied Ciudad R ea l they 
crowded 20.000 L o y a lis t so ld iers 
in to  the bu ll r in g  and kept them  
there  fo r tw en ty  days, w ith  a l
m ost no food a t a ll and ve ry

l it t le  w a te r to d rin k . They were 
packed in  so t ig h t ly  th a t m ost 
o f them  cou ldn ’t  lie  down. I  
go t th is  fro m  a m an w hom  I  
know ve ry  w e ll and whose 
w ord can ’t  be doubted.”

A good m any stories have ap
peared recen tly  in  the newspa
pers rega rd ing  the reconstruc
tion  w h ich  is ta k in g  place in 
Spain, o f p lans fo r  fu tu re  re 
bu ild ing , etc. M r. Cope reveals 
w ha t they am ount to in  p ra c 
tice : " I  was in  V alencia  m any 
tim es when the F asc is t planes 
came over fro m  M a llo rca . I  
know the N a tiona lis ts  are now 
going around ge tting  people to 
sign statem ents saying  th a t 
they dynam ited  the houses 
them selves and th a t they were 
not destroyed by a e ria l bom bs.”  
IT A L IA N  TROOPS 
S T IL L  T H E R E  

E v id e n tly  M r. Cope doesn’t 
th in k  ve ry  m uch o f “ f in a l”  
w ith d ra w a l of I ta lia n  troops, 
w h ich  has recen tly  caused a 
sm a ll f lu r r y  among ca p ita lis t 
jo u rn a lis ts : “ A bout M ay 10 tre 
mendous num bers of Ita lia n s  
were concentra ted a ll the w ay 
between G andia and M u rc ia . I  
drove over th a t road. We w ent 
th rough v illa g e  a fte r v illa g e , 
town a fte r town, and the 
streets were c lu tte red  w ith  
Ita lia n  sold iers and th e ir  equ ip
m ent. I  don’t  know how m any 
Ita lia n s  were in  the res t of 
Spain, bu t there were tens of 
thousands of them  in  th is  d is
t r ic t  alone. They were re p a ir
ing  the roads and appa ren tly  
d igg ing  in fo r  a considerable 
s tay. F ro m  the Ita lia n s  th a t 
I ’ve seen m yse lf, I  w ould say— 
i i  they have w ith d ra w n  23,000—  
then th e y ’ve on ly w ithd raw n  
about 25 percen t of them . I  
would estim ate  th a t th ree  tim es 
th a t num ber are s t i l l  in  S pa in .”  

The fig h tin g  s p ir it  th a t c a r
ried  the Spanish masses 
th rough  centuries of the m ost 
crue l exp lo ita tion  to w h ich  any 
people has been subjected, cu l
m in a tin g  in  th ir ty -tw o  m onths 
of C iv il W ar and defeat, is  not 
gone ye t. Between M ay 12 and 
15 M r. Cope tr ie d  to get a pass 
fo r  M ad rid , bu t i t  was refused 
because "F ra n c o  was having  
troub le  there. A Swiss re lie f 
w o rke r came down fro m  M a
d rid . He to ld  me th a t F ra n co ’s 
troops were being sniped at 
n ig h tly  and pam phlets strew n 
around the s tre e ts .”

Spain has a long h is to ry  o f 
resistance to oppression — a 

| f ig h t w h ich  ended tim e  a fte r 
tim e  in  defeat, only to be re 
newed in  g u e rilla  w a rfa re , 
sn ip ing  and sabotage of the 
conquerors. The s p ir it  o f Spain 
is sore ly wounded, bu t the 
Spanish masses w il l  rise  again 
in  th e ir  m ig h t and destroy fo r 
ever the hideous sadism  th a t is 
ca p ita lism  in  decay.

'Freeing' of Mrs. Rubens Opens 
New Chapter of G . P. U. Drama

(Continued fro m  Page 11
W estern Europe, as a man 
named E w a ld  who had form er-1 
!y  served under h im  in  Mos
cow.

D u rin g  the en tire  eighteen 
m onths du ring  w h ich  she had 
been im prisoned, her ja ile rs  
had never o ff ic ia lly  ind ica ted  
w hat she was held fo r, m uch 
as in  previous Moscow tr ia ls  
one could never lea rn  w ha t the 
charge would be u n til .the p r is 
oners were brough t in  and 
“ confessed.”

“ T h e a trica l R ehearsa l”
The cha rac te r of th is  la test 

t r ia l  is ind ica ted  by the re m a rk  
o f H aro ld  Denny, N. Y . T im es 
Moscow correspondent, th a t 
“ every move and every  phrase 
sounded as cu t and d ried  as a 
th e a trica l rehea rsa l.”

T h a t M rs. Rubens Consented 
to p lay  her p a rt supports the 
conclusion th a t she and her hus
band are a cog in  the G .P .U . 
m achine.

Sentenced to eighteen months 
on the charge to w h ich  she 
pleaded g u ilty , and hav ing  a l
ready served th a t long, M rs. 
Rubens was repo rted ly  set free 
on June 9; bu t A m erican  em 
bassy o ffic ia ls  v a in ly  w aited 
fo r her to pu t in  an appear
ance. Correspondents com 
mented on the unusual fa c t 
th a t the sentence of the court 
d id no t inc lude the usual o rde r 
expe lling  a conv ic ted -fo re igne r 
fro m  the coun try .

P lanned Moscow T r ia l 
S ho rtly  a fte r the Rubens cou

ple were arrested  in  a Moscow 
hotel eighteen m onths ago, the 
Russian embassy in W ashing
ton declared th a t “ the couple 
m ig h t w e ll be T ro ts k y is ts .”  
S im ila r com m ents in  the Soviet 
and A m erican  S ta lin is t press 
ind ica ted  th a t the couple were

to be s ta r pe rfo rm ers  in  an
other Moscow show tr ia l.

P lans fo r  th is  t r ia l ,  designed 
to bo lste r up the shatte red  rep
u ta tion  of Moscow jus tice  a fte r 
the Dewey C om m ission ’s con
clusion th a t the e a rlie r Moscow 
(r ia ls  aga inst “ T ro ts k y is ts ”  
were pa tent fram e-ups, were 
proceeding apace when the con
sp ira to rs  ran  in to  troub le  w ith  
the A m erican  courts. R ubens’ 
A m erican  co llabora to rs  in  the 
passport r in g  were arrested , in 
d ic ted  and convicted as pass
p o rt fo rge rs  —  and they were 
known to be S ta lin is ts .

S ta lin is ts  Convicted
Ossip G arber, E dw ard  B la tt 

and Aaron S harfin  were the 
men convicted by a ju ry  in  
Federa l C ourt in  M ay.

S harfin  was iden tified  by la 
bor papers — and the charge 
was never denied by the Com
m un is t p a rty  — w ith  being a 
m em ber o f the B ronx  section 
of the C om m unist P a rty .

Ossip G arber, a t whose pho
tog rapher's  salon Rubens occu
pied desk space, and who 
forged the passport p ic tu res, 
was characte rized  a t the t r ia l  
by h is b ro ther-in -law  as being 
“ co m m u n is tic .”

E dw ard  B la tt, la w ye r and
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fr ie n d  of Rubens, was a close 
sym pa th ize r of the S ta lin is ts , 
w o rk ing  w ith  D av id  M anko ff, a 
S ta lin is t fu n c tio n a ry .

Im re  K lin e , pub lisher of “ L i t 
e ra ry  A m e ric a ”  and rec ip ien t 
of funds fro m  Rubens fo r  pub
lish ing  the m agazine, o f w hich 
Rubens posed as an ed ito r, is 
another known S ta lin is t in v o lv 
ed in  the ring .

Two others who tes tified , 
E rnes t Weichen, who sold his 
n a tu ra liza tion  papers to the 
ring , and E dw ard  Petersen, 
who housed one o f the fu g itive  
defendants, tes tified  th a t they 
were m em bers of the L a tv ia n  
U n ity  Society, w h ich  is the L a t
v ian  section of the S ta lin is t- 
contro lled  In te rn a tio n a l Labor 
Defense. Rubens was a L a tv ia n  
who found the L e ttish  w ing  of 
the S ta lin is t m ovem ent a ready 
re se rvo ir, fo r m em bers of his 
passport r in g  and o ther a c tiv i
ties.

Defendants W ou ldn 't T es tify
The m ost s tr ik in g  fea tu re  of 

the New Y o rk  t r ia l  o f R ubens’ 
A m erican  accom plices is the 
fa c t th a t the three m en refused 
to take the w itness stand in 
th e ir  own behalf. Thus, the 
prosecution was denied the op
p o rtu n ity  of d isclosing through 
cross-exam ination th e ir S ta lin 
is t connections. The com plete 
suppression o f these a ll- im p o rt
an t connections w ith  the S ta l
in is t apparatus now fu rn ishes 
the G .P .U . the o ppo rtun ity  to 
estab lish any p o lit ic a l connec
tion i t  desires. The pending 
t r ia l  o f Rubens in  Moscow m ay 
see an e ffo rt by the G .P .U . to 
sm ear Rubens and his ja ile d  
companions in th is  coun try  as 
T ro ts k y is t spies, despite a ll ev
idence po in ting  to the G .P .U . 
its e lf as the o rig in a to r and 
sponsor o f the passport rin g .

T h e i r  By James Burnham

Government
The o ther n ig h t I  saw a P h ilade lph ia  fr ie n d  o f 

m ine who is a “ ra d ica l N ew D e a le r.”  He is one 
of the b rig h t young m en who believe, they say, 
in  “ the u ltim a te  goal o f so c ia lism ,”  bu t as “ re a l
is t ic ”  po litic ians  convince them selves (and t r y  to 
convince others) th a t the p ra c tic a l and progres
sive step today is  to support “ Roosevelt aga inst 
re a c tio n .”  He is a l it t le  d iscouraged la te ly , and 
he is anxious to fin d  someone to b lam e fo r the 
fa c t th a t a ll is not so rosy as he expected s ix  
years ago.

He to ld  me about a te x tile  w o rke r who lives in  
the house nex t to h im . Th is ne ighbor had had a 
job  in a P h ilade lph ia  p la n t fo r  m any years. The 
p la n t was unionized, and wages were com para
tiv e ly  good. Suddenly, la s t Septem ber, the com 
pany shut the P h ilade lph ia  p lan t, and moved its  
equ ipm ent to non-union, low-wage te r r ito ry  down 
South. The P h ilade lph ia  em ployes were le ft be
h ind, w ith o u t jobs o r prospects of jobs.

“ In  N ovem ber, two. m onths la te r ,”  m y  fr ie n d  
w ent on, “ m y ne ighbor voted fo r Judge Jam es and 
the whole R epublican t ic k e t.”  He had got to  his 
po in t, and found his scapegoat. “ How are we go
ing  to get anyw here in  th is  c o u n try ,”  he con
cluded, “ when the w orke rs  are dum b enough to 

^a c t like  th a t? ”

Just Who Is Stupid?
O ffhand i t  m ig h t seem th a t m y  fr ie n d  had a ' 

po in t. F o r a w o rke r to th in k  th a t he is going to 
solve his prob lem s by vo ting  the tic k e t o f the 
u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  R epublican P a rty , a fte r a ll these 
years, 'does look a t f i r s t  lik e  a lm ost hopeless stu 
p id ity . B u t re flec tion  on th is  l it t le  inc iden t led me 
to a conclusion v e ry  d iffe re n t fro m  th a t of m y 
fr ie n d .

P ennsylvan ia  had fo r  fo u r years been under 
the con tro l o f George E a rle , d a rlin g  o f the New 
Deal and close in tim a te  o f Roosevelt. In  las t 
ye a r’s S pring  P rim a rie s , the U .M .U . had run  Tom  
Kennedy fo r  the g ube rna to ria l candidacy, aga inst 
the E a rle  m achine. In  the P r im a rie s  cam paign, 
w hich was b itte r ly  fought, Kennedy and h is sup
porte rs  had denounced E a rle  fro m  one end of the 
State to the o ther, and ’every charge they made 
aga inst the m achine was ju s tifie d  a dozen tim es 
over. The w orkers , especia lly  the C.I.O . w orkers, 
ra llie d  to Kennedy, bu t he was defeated.

F o r some m onths th e re a fte r the C .I.O . o ffic ia ls  
d id  noth ing. Then, sh o rtly  before the e lection, they 
to ld  the w orke rs  to vote fo r— the v e ry  same E a rle  
m achine w hich they had denounced th a t Spring, 
the same m achine th a t had been runn ing  the State 
in to  the ground fo r  fo u r years, the m achine under 
w h ich  the te x tile  w o rk e r ’s job  had disappeared.

W hat, then, was m y fr ie n d ’s ne ighbor to decide? 
W hat possible basis did he have fo r  accepting th is  
new advice, con tra d ic tin g  eve ry th ing  th a t had 
been to ld  h im  before, as w e ll as his own expe ri
ence? I t  seems to me th a t his decision no t to vote 
fo r  the E a rle  m achine was both co rre c t and in te l
ligen t, w ith  no tra ce  of s tu p id ity  b u t on- the con
tra ry  a f i r m  grasp of rea litie s .

W hat positive  was le ft  fo r h im  to do? There was 
on ly one o ther p a rty  in  the fie ld , the R epublican 
P a rty . He was not a syn d ica lis t o r in d iffe re n t, he 
w anted to exercise his r ig h ts  as a c itizen , and 
the re fo re  the on ly  a c t w ith in  h is power was to 
vote fo r  Jam es and the re s t o f the Republicans.

G ranted th a t h is vote was d ire c tly  counter to 
h is own in te rests, as he perhaps understands now, 
w ith  Jam es’ s igna tu re  ju s t fixe d  under the new 
union-sm ashing labor act. B u t who was to blam e 
here? Who was a t fa u lt  th a t th is  w o rke rs ’ revo lt 
aga inst the status quo (fo r th a t is w ha t i t  am ount
ed to) was tu rned in to  the b lind  ru t  o f R epublican
ism ? I t  was not his fa u lt :  he, as an in d iv id u a l, 
had no o ther choice.

The b lam e lies a t the door of people like  m y 
fr ie n d , bu t above a ll of the trade-un ion o ff ic ia l
dom. I t  is they who s tu ltif ie d  and s te rilized  th is  
te x tile  w o rk e r ’s w ish and need fo r p o lit ic a l ex
pression. I f ,  a fte r K ennedy’s P r im a ry  defeat, 
they had done w ha t every  event ca lled  fo r—put 
up a union slate, a labor tic k e t fo r  the elections, 
there is not the s ligh tes t doubt th a t th is  w o rk e r’s 
vote w ould not have re lu c ta n tly  padded the Re
pub lican  colum n.

And Who Is Lagging?
There are r is in g  ind ica tions  th a t th roughou t the 

coun try  the w orkers  them selves are ready fo r a 
new k ind  of p o lit ic s : fo r  w ork ing-c lass po litics , fo r 
union ticke ts  and a labo r p a rty . Th is  was shown 
in  N ovem ber by the success of M cL e vy  in  Con
necticu t, in  spite of sabotage by the S ta lin is ts  and 
the o ff ic ia ls  of both C.I.O . and A .F .L . I t  is  being 
shown today i ^  M inneapo lis , where, in  the face of 
a la te  s ta r t and the ove rw he lm ing  F a rm e r-L a b o r 
collapse in N ovem ber, the w o rke rs  have im p res
s ive ly  ra llie d  to E ide  and the res t o f the un ions’ 
ticke t.

The com p la in t is made th a t the A m erican  w o rk 
ers do not lea rn , .that they are p o lit ic a lly  s tup id . 
B u t th is  com p la in t is o rd in a r ily  m e re ly  the excuse 
fo r pass iv ity , opportun ism  or be traya l on the p a rt 
o f the com p la iner. The A m erican  w orkers  have 
learned, d u ring  the la s t decade, a la rge  p a rt of 
the lesson. They now observe the collapse o f New 
D ea lism ; and m ore and m ore of them  are p re 
pared to break not on ly w ith  New D ea lism  but 
w ith  bourgeois p o lit ics  as a whole—i f  on ly  they 
can find  an a lte rna te  path. The Lew ises, Greens 
and B row ders have as a p rin c ip a l function  to hide 
and b lock th a t a lte rna te  p a th : the path o f inde
pendent w ork ing-c lass p o lit ic a l action.

Conditions are again ripe , a fte r a year o r m o re ’s 
h iberna tion , fo r b las ting  aw ay the obstacles. A 
P res iden tia l yea r approaches as the W ar Deal 
consolidates its  hold and socia l reaction  d rives 
deeper. In  the m onths ahead, the slogans fo r  
labo r po litics  are ce rta in  to m eet w ith  an ever- 
w idening response, i f  they are p u t fo rw a rd  bo ld ly  
and c le a rly , and ca rr ie d  d ire c t in to  the cam p of 
the enem y.

Says C edric Adam s, M inneapolis S tar co lum n is t: 
In  M on trea l messenger boys d raw  ten  cents an 
hou r; cab d rive rs  w ork  fo r  20 cents and w o rk  ten 
hours; a good stenographer capable o f speaking 
and w r it in g  both E ng lish  and F rench  can be em 
ployed fo r $10.50 per week. A  ph a rm a c is t gets 28 
cents an hou r; w h ile  a p lum ber gets 95 cents an 
hour. You can bet your bo ttom  d o lla r th a t the 
p lum bers have a union.

*  *  *

R epublican leaders, now fo rm u la tin g  plans fo r 
1940, a re  p repa ring  a “ b ill o f r ig h ts ” —p a rt ic u la r ly  
the r ig h t o f w orsh ip  and re lig ious freedom . I ’l l  
bet th e y ’l l  pass r ig h t by  the r ig h t o f be tte r wages 

I and w o rk in g  condition—fo r  w orkers.


