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5,000 PROTEST AGAINST W.P.A. CUTS
W .P.A. To Cut
Rolls Another 
100,000 in June

Will Bring Total Number of "Guinea Pigs" 
Sacrificed Since November to 850,000— No 
Jobs in Industry for Dismissed Workers

w ith I t  w il l  go Roosevelt’s pop­
u la r ity . The masses cannot eat 
his cannons. They w ant bread, 
and bread they w il l  have, in  
m ite  o f the W ar D eal. The 
w orkers  who showed the w orld  
the g rea t s it-down wave of 
unionization w il l  not s ta rve  fo r 
Roosevelt o r anybody else.

LYNCH NEGRO 
WORKER IN 
MISSISSIPPI

Tortured with Hot 
Irons, Shot, for 
Refusing Pay Cut

Another 100,000 W .P.A. workers are to be dropped, sent 
to beg for home relief i f  they can get it, w ith no hope of 
private employment! That is the cold-blooded decision o f the 
Roosevelt W .P.A. Administration.

These 100,000 are to be dropped in June, bringing the 
total dropped since November to the staggering figure o f 
850,000.

In the words of Congress­
man Dudley A. White, the 
first cuts were “ an experiment 
to see whether relief expendi­
tures could not be cut down 
somewhat as economic recov­
ery progressed.”  When you 
experiment with cutting up 
guinea pigs it doesn't matter 
much if  the pigs die, you can 
get millions more cheap. But, 
presumably, the millions of un­
employed and their families 
are not guinea pigs to experi­
ment with, leave and die.

Worse Than Guinea P igs
Y e t in  a la b o ra to ry  expe ri­

m ent, once the desired re su lt is 
achieved, the e xpe rim en t is 
concluded, and no m ore guinea 
pigs are s laughtered. B u t in  the 
case o f the unem ployed, the 
s laughte r goes on even a fte r i t  
has been ascerta ined th a t “ eco­
nom ic reco ve ry ”  has no t taken 
care o f those dropped.

F o r, as reported  in  the la s t 
issue o f the S ocia lis t Appeal, 
the A m erican  Associa tion o f 
Social W orkers established in  a 
na tiona l survey tw o basic 
facts *

1. “ A t its  peak, W .P .A . fa ile d  
to absorb la rge  groups of needy 
em ployable  persons ce rtif ie d  as 
e lig ib le  fo r  such em p loym en t.”

2. New Deal c la im s th a t the 
sharp W .P .A . cuts since No­
vem ber were Justified by in ­
creased poss ib ilities  fo r  p riva te  
em ploym ent w ere punctured by 
the su rvey  figu res . “ F ro m  N o­
vem ber 1938 to January  1939 
W .P .A . wages declined sha rp ly  
—by ne a rly  10 per cen t in  two 
months— w h ile  general (d irec t) 
re lie f rose even m ore sha rp ly— 
by 19 per c e n t."

D u ring  th a t period  310,000 
w ere la id  o ff W .P .A . b u t in  the 
same tim e  the genera l re lie f 
ro lls  increased by m ore  than 
241,000 cases. The same phen­
omenon has continued since.
In  o ther words, those cu t o ff 
W .P.A. jobs are no t absorbed 
by p riva te  jobs, b u t go to home 
re lie f o r s ta rve .

Y e t in  the face of these facts 
—w e ll known to the A d m in is ­
tra tio n  o f course — the Roose­
v e lt W ar Deal o ffic ia ls  brazen­
ly  continue chopping down the 
W .P.A. em p loym ent ro lls .

590,000 Face D ism issa l
E ven  in  th e ir  present state 

of d ism an tling , the W .P.A. 
ro lls  inc lude 500,000 m ore w o rk ­
ers than are provided fo r lu  
Roosevelt’s re lie f budget mes­
sage o f A p r il 27, proposing an 
average o f on ly  tw o m illio n  
W .P .A . jobs fo r  the com ing 
year beg inn ing Ju ly  1. These 
h a lf m illio n  w orkers  face d is­
m issa l sh o rtly  before o r a fte r 
Ju ly , i f  Roosevelt has h is w ay.

S a rdon ica lly  enough, the G a l­
lup  po ll has ju s t com pleted a 
su rvey in  w hich i t  asked a 
cross-section o f people: “ W hat 
do you th in k  is the greatest ac­
com plishm ent o f the Roosevelt 
A d m in is tra tio n  d u ring  the s ix  
years i t  has been in  o ffice ? ”
Voters in  the low er income 
groups, who of course provide 
the decis ive m a jo r ity  o f the 
popula tion, lis ted  as the m a jo r 
accom plishm ent o f the adm in ­
is tra tio n  its  re lie f and W .P .A . 
p rogram .

B u t th a t was the Roosevelt 
New Deal. Now i t  is the Roose­
v e lt W ar D eal. And to feed the 
voracious w a r m achine, the 
en tire  re lie f and W .P .A . sys­
tem  is being abandoned. B ut

(B y  S ta ff  W r ite r )
N EW  Y O R K . June 2.—The 

N ationa l Association fo r  the 
Advancem ent of Colored Peo­
ple today revealed the ho t-iron  
to rtu re  lynch ing  o f Joe Rodg­
ers, a Negro lum ber w o rke r, 
o f Canton, M iss iss ipp i. Rodgers 
was shot, b ru ta lly  cu t, to rtu re d  
by ho t irons, and h is body 
th row n  in to  the P e a rl R iv e r by 
the fo rem an o f the m ill  a t 
w h ich  he was em ployed.

R odgers’ c rim e  was th a t he 
had refused to accept a w eekly 
wage deduction o f $5.50 in  pay­
m ent fo r re n tin g  a com pany- 
owned cabin w hich he did not 
occupy.

O ffic ia l Silence
No one has been arrested  fo r  

the c r im e , and the loca l papers 
have m a in ta ined  a com plete 
silence. Tow n o ffic ia ls  have ad­
vised residents to re fra in  fro m  
discussing the c rim e .

A ccord ing  to the testim ony of 
the inves tiga to r, Rodgers on 
M ay 8 refused to take  a $5.50 
weekly cu t, asking fo r  fu l l  pay­
m ent. H is fo rem an s tru ck  h im  

(Contlnned on Page S)

Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Demonstrators Press 
Demands on Governor

Coughlin Hides a Boss Solution 
Behind Plea fo r  Living Wages

By G R AC E SAUNDERS

F a the r Coughlin, an ti-labo r 
rad io  p ries t, is now ta k in g  the 
stum p fo r  a ‘.’ l iv in g  annual 
w age.”  E v e ry  crooked p o lit i­
c ian  says he favo rs  a l iv in g  an­
nual wage. Words and croco­
d ile  tears fo r  the w o rke r and 
the unem ployed are cheap.

W hat every  w o rke r w ants to 
know is : how can I  get th a t 
wage? C oughlin ’s answer to 
th is  v ita l question is the bosses’ 
answer—the same proposals 
they have tr ie d  to c ra m  down 
w o rke rs ’ th roa ts  ever since la ­
bor organized and refused to 
w ork  under conditions o f v i r ­
tua l s lave ry . To get an annual 
l iv in g  wage, says Coughlin, you 
m us t destroy you r trade  unions 
and rem ove the th re a t of 
s tr ikes . As s im p le  as tha t. 
K ic k  ou t the “ reds”  (Coughlin 
means good union m en), in su lt 
and a ttack  the Jews, send the 
fo re igners  back where they 
come fro m , ca ll o ff s tr ikes—and 
re ly  on the goodness and ben­
evolence o f the bosses.

Unions M ust Go
I f  only we d id n ’t  have the 

unions, w a lls  Coughlin, i f  on ly  
indus try  were "assured  o f an

STALIN DECREE ON AGRICULTURE 
INDICATES SOVIET CONDITIONS

end once and fo r a ll o f the 
waste o f tim e  loss and the m en­
ace to m ora le  in  s tr ike s ,”  then 
the bosses “ w ould p robab ly  be 
glad to pay an annual w age.”  
Coughlin assures us th a t in  the 
autom obile  in d u s try  ( in  w h ich  
he seems p a rt ic u la r ly  in te re s t­
ed) th is  could be done, and the 
bosses would pay every em ­
ploye an annual wage o f $2,500.

C oughlin is ce rta in  about one

PAROLE BOARD 
TO HEAR BEAL 
PARDON PLEA

Unionists Ask Free­
dom for Leader of 
Gastonia Strike

A d ras tic  and sudden new 
decree on a g ricu ltu re , signed 
by S ta lin  and M o lo to ff and is ­
sued by the K re m lin  on M ay 
28. provides ten tim es m ore 
s ig n if ic a n t com m ent upon con­
d itions w ith in  the Sovie t U nion 
than a ll the rh e to ric  about the 
tr iu m p h  of soc ia lism  and the 
f ir s t  stage of com m un ism  a t 
P a rty  congresses o r a ll the 
faked s ta tis tics  fro m  the m ost 
recent census.

The new decree a ttacks 
“ abuses in  co llec tive  fa rm  
p ra c tice s .”  In  1935, in  a con­
cession to the peasantry, there 
was le g a lly  con firm ed  the r ig h t 
of peasants who were m em ­
bers of co llec tive  fa rm s  to t i l l  
sm a ll plots o f land as th e ir 
own, and to use or se ll the 
produce fro m  these p lo ts ; and, 
s im ila r ly , the r ig h t of in d iv id u ­
a l peasants to own and use a 
cow, pigs, chickens, etc.

I t  now tu rns out, accord ing

to the statem ents o f the new 
decree, th a t th is  r ig h t has been 
exercised by m any o f the peas­
ants to such an exten t th a t they 
have v ir tu a lly  w ith d ra w n  fro m  
the co llec tive  fa rm s  and spend 
a ll o f th e ir  tim e  on th e ir  own 
land. “ M any co llec tiv ized  peas­
an ts ,”  com m ents the New Y o rk  
T im es d ispatch, “ in  some re ­
gions as m any as 30 per cent— 
have w orked up th e ir  own p r i­
vate a g r ic u ltu ra l business to 
such an ex ten t th a t they are 
doing l it t le  o r no w ork on the 
co llec tive  fa rm s .”

C erta in  of the peasants have 
gone m uch fu r th e r: “ In  some 
cases they are even ren ting  
out a p a rt of th e ir  i lle g a lly  ac­
qu ired  holdings to others and 
thus becom ing la n d lo rd s .”

One re su lt has been a se ri­
ous de te rio ra tion  in  the w ork 
o f the co llec tive  fa rm s  proper. 
“ P ravda  also reported th a t on 

(Continued on Page 4)

A hearing  on a pe tition  fo r 
pardon by F red  E . Beal, labor 
leader now se rv ing  a sentence 
o f fro m  17 to 20 years in  N o rth  
C aro lina, w il l  be held a t R a­
le igh, N. C., on T hu rday , June 
8, before the B oard  of Paroles, 
i t  was announced M onday by 
the N on-P artisan C om m ittee 
fo r  the Defense of F red  E. 
Beal.

Beal was convicted fo r the 
shooting o f C hie f of Po lice O. 
F . A de rho lt in  the celebrated 
Gastonia te x tile  s tr ik e  o f 1929, 
o f w h ich  he was the leader.

U nder the N orth  C aro lina  
law , the governor of the state 
acts in  pe titions fo r  clem ency 
on recom m endation o f the 
State B oard  o f Paroles.

U nion ists Ask Freedom
B e a l’s pe tition  is backed by 

pleas fo r  favo rab le  action ad­
dressed to G overnor Hoey o f 
N o rth  C aro lina  by m em bers of 
Congress, labor leaders, in ­
c lud ing  P res ident W illia m  
Green o f the A .F .L ., noted 
churchm en, w rite rs  and edu­
cators.

Beal and s ix  o ther leaders of 
the Gastonia s tr ike  were con­
v ic ted  a t C harlo tte , N . C., on 
October 21, 1929, before Judge 
B a rn h ill. They w ere released 
on b a il, pending an appeal to 
the Supreme C ourt o f the State.

W hile  ou t on b a il, they were 
persuaded by th e ir  associates 
to v is it  Soviet Russia. Eventu- 

(Continued on Page 2)

th ing—th a t the unions m ust go. 
H e ’s no t so positive  th a t even 
then the bosses w ould come 
through. He says they “ p rob­
a b ly ”  would be “ g lad to  p a y ”  
a l iv in g  annual wage. B u t sup­
pose the bosses double-cross 
the w orkers? They have in  the 
past! They w il l  in  the fu tu re . 
I f  the w orkers  foo lish ly  obeyed 
Coughlin, they w ould get in  re ­
tu rn  fo r  s a c rif ic in g  th e ir  unions 
the “ p o ss ib ility ”  th a t the bosses 
w ould change th e ir  skins and 
be “ g la d ”  to  pay them  a liv in g  
wage. E ve ry  in te llig e n t w o rk ­
e r knows such a “ p o ss ib ility ”  
is no th ing bu t a fra u d .

Coughlin hides the fac ts . The 
unions have been strong in  the 
autom obile in d u s try  on ly  since 
1936. I f  the unions, especia lly 
the C .I.O ., are the on ly  th ing  
th a t keeps the bosses fro m  pay­
ing  every w o rke r $2,500 a year, 
w hy d id  the bosses fa i l  to pay 
th a t sum  before the in dus try  
was organized? In  1935, before 
the C.I.O . had gained s trength , 
a D e tro it auto w orke r was lucky 
i f  he earned $1,000 a year. A 
la rge  percentage o f the w o rk ­
ers earned fa r  less. W hy 
w eren ’t  the bosses “ g la d ”  to 
pay $2,500 a yea r a t th a t tim e?  
F a th e r C oughlin doesn’t  ex­
p la in  th is , because i t  punctures 
his phoney s to ry .

H is “ Solution”
The bosses are “ g la d ”  to pay 

not $2,500 a yea r but—s ta rva ­
tion  wages, and no t a penny 
m ore, i f  unions don’t  fo rce  
them  to pay m ore. W ithou t the 
trade  unions, w o rke rs  have 
been forced to s lave tw e lve , 
fourteen, s ixteen hours a day 
a t coolie wages.

In  a “ fre e ,”  th a t is  non­
union, m a rke t, the boss is 
“ fre e ”  to get w orkers  to b id  
against each o ther fo r  ever 
low er sa la ries. In  the non­
union labor m a rke t, w hich 
Coughlin advocates, a w o rke r 
m aking  $35 a week is asked to 
take a wage cu t to $30 o r less. 
I f  he refuses o r is  hesitan t, ho 
is fire d , and somebody else is 
h ired  in his stead a t $25 o r $20 
a week. T h a t is  w ha t always 
happens when the w orke r has 
no union to p ro tec t his wage 
and his job.

C oughlin ’s “ so lu tion ”  on how 
the w orkers  can secure a l iv ­
ing  annual wage is a “ so lu tion ”  
fo r the bosses and fo r  nobody 
else. Coughlin th inks  the w o rk ­
ers are dopes. S a c rific in g  the 
r ig h t to s tr ike , g iv ing  up the 
trade  unions, means accep­
tance by the w o rke r o f the  

(Continued on Page S)

Persecution of 
French Labor 
Militants Continues

Fernand V in tr ig u e r, m an­
ag ing d ire c to r o f “ Le L ib e r­
ta ire ” . organ of the A n a r­
ch is t U nion of F rance , has 
been sentenced to one year 
in  ja i l ,  and P ie rre  Le M e il- 
lou r, a co n tr ib u tin g  w r ite r , 
to fifte e n  m onths in  ja i l ,  by 
the D a lad ie r governm ent.

T h e ir “ c r im e ”  was the 
w r it in g  and pub lica tion  o f an 
a rtic le , in  the issue o f De­
cem ber 22, 1938, on the les­
sons o f the N ovem ber 30 
genera l s tr ike .

The D a lad ie r governm ent 
has also suppressed the 
“ S IA ” , organ of In te rn a tio n ­
a l A n ti-fa sc is t S o lid a rity  in  
F rance , w h ich  took no p a rt 
in  in te rn a l p o litics , but 
w hich was ac tive  in  rousing 
aid fo r  the Spanish an ti-fas­
c is t refugees.

Suzanne C harpy, T ro ts k y ­
is t youth leader, has los t her 
la s t appeal, and m ust go to 
ja il ,  sentenced fo r  an ti-w a r 
a c tiv ity .

In  m any cases, i t  is  d i f f i ­
c u lt to lea rn  the c irc u m ­
stances of a rrests , fo r 
among the in fam ous D a lad­
ie r decree laws, i t  is a c rim e  
to m ake pub lic  the news of 
the a rre s t o f persons seized 
fo r  a n ti-m ilita ry  w ork.

Salem C.I.O. 
Votes Relief 
Investigation

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
L Y N N , Mass.—The N orth

Shore In d u s tr ia l U nion council, 
delegate body of the C .I.O ., on 
M ay 19 voted to investiga te  the 
re lie f s itua tion  in  Lynn , Salem 
and o ther c ities  and towns 
along the N orth  Shore.

The action was taken a fte r 
num erous com pla in ts  had been 
received fro m  re lie f c lients, 
concerning fo rced  labo r p ra c ­
tices and ch ise ling  on re lie f a l­
lo tm ents.

In  Salem , re lie f rec ip ien ts  
are requ ired  to w ork  a whole 
day along w ith  c ity  employes 
on s tree t o r o ther w o rk , b u t on­
ly  receive p a rt o f the d a y ’s 
wage pa id  re g u la r c ity  em ­
ployes fo r  w o rk ing  the same 
num ber of hours.

Tie-Up W .P .A . Projects 
For Day—Marchers Ask 
More Jobs, No Firing

( Special to  the S o c ia lis t A ppe a l)

M IN N E A P O L IS , June 3— Pressing their demands for 
reinstatement of all discharged W .P.A. workers— for more 
W .P.A. jobs at union wages, and against competitive bidding 
for W .P.A. trucking, an army o f 5,000 W .P.A. and relief 
workers descended yesterday on the State Capitol. A  com­
mittee o f sixteen, representing the demonstrators, presented 
the demands to Governor Harold Stassen.

Early Friday morning, Local 544’s Federal Workers Sec­
tion dispatched truckloads o f W .P.A. workers to the various

projects to close them down 
for the day. V irtually every 
project in Minneapolis was 
shut down. Hundreds of 
trucks driven by members o f 
the Independent Truck Own­
ers Section o f General D riv ­
ers’ Local 544 carried the 
demonstrators through the 
loops o f both Minneapolis and 
St. Paul to the State Capitol.

The H o liday  was ca lled  in  the 
name o f a un ited  fro n t Jo in t 
Action C om m ittee representing' 

F edera l W orkers Section

WAA CONGRESS 
SHUNS NEEDS 
OF U.S. JOBLESS

'Right to Work' Con­
gress Aims at White­
washing Roosevelt

By STAN L A U R E N
( Special to  the S o c ia lis t A ppe a l)

W ASH IN G TO N, June 4. — 
M ore than 1,200 delegates fro m  
every  p a rt o f the coun try  were 
brough t here th is  week to a t­
tend the "N a tio n a l R ig h t to 
W ork C ongress"—staged by the 
S ta lin is t^contro lled  W orkers A l­
liance, in  an e ffo r t to  w h ite ­
wash the Roosevelt A d m in is tra ­
tio n ’s s lash ing of the W .P .A . 
ro lls .

The f i r s t  session opened yes­
te rday  in  the spacious D epa rt­
m ent o f La b o r a u d ito riu m , w ith  
an address by D av id  Lasser, 
S ta lin is t flu n ke y  and W .A .A . 
p resident, who sta ted th a t “ the 
fa c t th a t we are here . . . in d i­
cates th a t our na tiona l Con­
gress has somehow fa ile d  in  its  
respons ib ilities .”  B u t no t one 
w ord  came fro m  th is  t r a ito r ’s 
lip s  th a t m ig h t show the dele­
gates a w ay to f ig h t fo r  the 
" r ig h t  to w o rk ”  fo r the m il­
lions o f unem ployed.

Th is  m o rn ing , the second day 
o f the “ Congress,”  the dele­
gates w ere assigned to spend 

(Continued on Page 3)

CUBA INCIDENT DRAMATIZES 
PLIGHT OF JEWISH REFUGEES

After World-wide Criticism Batista 'Relents' 
— Opens Temporary Concentration Camp

A concentra tion  cam p on the 
Is le  o f P ines, and th a t on ly  as 
a te m p o ra ry  a rrangem en t u n til 
they can be re-em barked fo r  
another destina tion , was a ll 
th a t the 917 Jew ish refugees 
aboard the lin e r St. Louis could 
secure fro m  the B a tis ta  reg im e 
o f Cuba.

And even th is  n ig g a rd ly  and 
c ru e l a rrangem en t came on ly  
a fte r w orld -w ide  atten tion  
fo rced B a tis ta  to propose i t  in ­
stead of the deporta tion  he had 
a lready  ordered.

The ship load o f su ffe ring  
men, women and ch ild ren , 
pent up in  H avana ha rbo r fo r  
agonizing days of negotiations 
and pleas, d ram atized  as no 
single event since the G erm an 
pogrom s las t O ctober, the 
s ta rk  p lig h t of the refugees.

Facts and figu res  about re fu ­
gees have fa ile d  to awaken any 
ove rw he lm ing  sym pathy fo r  
them . B u t the te rr ib le  s ingle 
p ic tu re  o f these hundreds, at 
la s t out o f G erm any, b u t d is ­
covering  w ith iir  s ig h t o f haven

th a t they were to be deprived 
of succor and re tu rned  to the 
fasc is t he ll, s tru ck  the im a g in ­
ation o f m illio n s  who had never 
h ithe rto  w arm ed to the p lig h t 
o f the refugees.

Thousands, perhaps tens o f 
thousands, have com m itted  su­
ic ide , in  the fa sc is t countries, 
ra th e r than go on, and the fac ts  
about mass suicides have 
seeped th rough  to the outer 
w o rld , b u t when M ax Loewe, 
one o f the refugees, slashed h is 
w ris ts  and plunged overboard 
in  H avana ha rbo r, i t  moved 
the w o rld  as thousands of p re v ­
ious deaths had not.

The g r im  h o rro r in  the re p o rt 
th a t “ cooler heads am ong the 
refugees had appointed a com ­
m ittee  to m a in ta in  v ig ilance  
against suicide a tte m p ts ”  
drove home the fu l l  m eaning 
o f the refugees' desperation.

And not once in a ll those 
days, d id  any of the dem ocra tic  
countries o r the Russia o f S ta l­
in  come fo rw a rd  to o ffe r them  
a haven.

the
and the Independent T ru ck  
Owners Section of Loca l 544; 
the W orkers A lliance  o f M in ­
neapolis and St. P au l, and the 
W orkers B e n e fit Associa tion of 
St. P au l.

S ta lin is ts  D ragged A long
O n ly  the enthusiasm  o f the 

unem ployed fo r  the dem onstra­
tion  fo rced the W orkers A l l i ­
ance leaders to go along, and 
they dragged th e ir  fe e t a ll the 
w ay. On the Jo in t A c tion  Com­
m ittee  they refused to  accept 
such slogans as " A l l  W ar 
Funds to the U nem ployed,”  
po in ting  out th a t the W orkers 
A lliance  n a tio n a lly  was sup­
p o rtin g  the Roosevelt w a r m a ­
chine. On a t least one p ro je c t 
F r id a y  a W orkers A lliance  
s tew ard was caugh t in  the ac t 
o f in s is tin g  th a t the p ro je c t re ­
m a in  open d u rin g  the day, over 
the ob jections o f both the w o rk ­
ers and the superv iso r who 
w ished to close i t  down. O nly 
about 25 w orke rs  paraded un­
der the banner o f the M inne­
apolis W orkers A llia n ce , and 
m any wom en m em bers o f the 
W .A .A . who objected to  the 
pro-Roosevelt line  o f the S ta l­
in is ts , cam e over to r id e  in  the 
trucks  of the F edera l W orkers 
Section.

Serve Dem ands on W .P.A.
A t 10:30 a .m . the m otorized 

parade, severa l m iles  long, got 
under w ay. W ith  horns honking 
and w ith  thunderous boos, the 
parade roared past the d is tr ic t 
W .P .A. o ffice  on W est B road ­
w ay, w here a com m ittee  en te r­
ed to press th e ir  demands.

F ro m  there  the demonstrate 
ors c irc le d  the M inneapo lis  
courthouse, in  w h ich  the c ity  
W elfa re  B oard  was m eeting. 
E ach  tru c k  and ca r had co lo r­
fu l banners and s igns: A ll W ar 
Funds to the U nem ployed — 
G ive Stassen a 403 in  1940— F o r 
a Special Session o f the State 
Leg is la tu re  — We W ant R at- 
P ro o f Houses fo r  ou r C h ild ren  
—A bolish  the Stassen A n ti-L a ­
bor A c t—Keep the B u ll in  the 
S tockyards, Stassen, We W ant 
Jobs—T h ir ty  D o lla rs  fo r  T h ir ty  
Hours—No W .P .A . C oncentra­
tion  Camps fo r  S ingle M en — 
600 T ru ckm e n  W ant W ork— 
M a in ta in  R e lie f S tandards or 
We F ig h t— M ore N .Y .A . Jobs, 
etc.

A t the St. P au l c ity  l im its , 
the parade was jo ined by a 
la rge  con tingen t fro m  the St. 
P au l W orkers B e n e fit Associa­
tion, and the m otorized demon­
s tra tio n , s trung  ou t fo r  m iles 
along U n iv e rs ity  Avenue, then 
c irc le d  the State C ap ito l, wend- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Down to the Bone

Increase in Number of “ Landlord Peasants“ 
Exposes Wide Crack in Soviet Economy
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T h re a t o f a s tr ik e  by the pow­
e rfu l team sters union in  C leve­
land, O., th is  week s w iftly  
b rough t em ployers to th e ir  
knees and won considerable 
concessions fo r  the tru c k  d r iv ­
ers in  a signed tw o-year con­
tra c t.

The new agreem ent provides 
fo r a five -cen t hou rly  wage in ­
crease, e ffec tive  im m e d ia te ly , 
fo r nea rly  3.500 union tru ck  
d rive rs  and load ing dock w o rk ­
ers. I t  provides fo r a 48-hour 
w ork week, w ith  a three-hour 
leeway in  case of necessity, 
m ak ing  m a x im u m  hours 51 per 
week.

U nder the new wage scale 
load ing dock w orkers  w il l  get 
67V2 cents an hour and helpers 
62y2 cents an hour. D rive rs  of 
o rd in a ry  ca rtage  trucks  w il l  re ­
ceive 80 cents an hour, w h ile  
d rive rs  o f the tru c k  and tra ile r  
ou tfits  used in  loca l hau ling  
w ill rece ive  88 cents an hour. 
H eavy m ach inery  d rive rs  w ill 
get 95 cents an hour.

Crack Boss Unity
B u t Loca l 407 o f the In te rn a ­

tiona l B rotherhood o f T e a m ­
sters o f w h ich  E d  M urphy, 
pow erfu l C leveland labor lead­
er, is p resident, broke the em ­
p loye rs ’ un ited fro n t by reach­
ing an agreem ent w ith  the 
C leveland group o f C e rtified  
and P e rm it M o to r C a rrie rs , an 
organ iza tion  composed m a in ly  
o f long-distance haulers. The 
C leveland D raym en 's  E m p lo y ­
ers Association knuckled under 
fo llow ing  th is  developm ent.

M urphy annpunced tha t rep­
resentatives o f a ll tru c k  d r iv ­
ers unions in  the state engaged 
in  long distance hau ling  would 
meet th is  week in  Columbus. 
O., to  fo rm u la te  a state-w ide 
con trac t fo r  the over-the-road 
haulers.

The C leveland con trac t is an­
other im pressive  step fo rw a rd  
of the Team sters Union in  the 
m id -w est area.

W hy Has Curran Started N M U  Spy Scare?
Knifing Tanker Strike 
With "Hot O il”  Policy

The Membership of the N.M.U. Long Ago 
Had the Facts on King's Treachery

Clay Workers
The U n ited  B ric k  and C lay 

W orkers U nion, a ff ilia te d  to the 
A m erican  Federa tion  of Labor, 
announced in Canton, O., th is  
week th a t i t  had obtained a 
one-year con trac t w ith  32 c lay 
products p lan ts  in  Ohio, Penn 
sy lvan ia  and Ind iana.

I t  was a com prom ise agree­
m ent ca llin g  fo r a continuation  
of the present 58 cents an hour 
basic ra te  of pay and the 40 
hour week. The union had 
asked fo r  a 12 per cent pay in ­
crease w h ile  the em ployers de­
m anded a 10 per cent reduc­
tion.

The c lay  in d u s try  was the 
scene of long and b itte r  s tr ike  
strugg les especia lly  fro m  1934 
to 1937 in  th is  area. One of the 
ch ie f ob jectives of the union 
du ring  th a t tim e  was to ob ta in  
an area pact. I t  has succeeded 

» * *
Spontaneous action  by f i f t y  

W .P .A. w orkers  on a p ro je c t in  
Youngstown brough t expected 
results. The m en storm ed in to  
W .P .A . o ffices dem anding th a t 
an o rde r to drop th e ir  p ro je c t 
be rescinded.

The m en won th e ir dem and 
and decided to fo rm  a perm a 
nent o rgan iza tion  o f W .P.A 
and unem ployed w orkers  to 
p ro tec t th e ir in terests. I t  has 
been named the Federa l W ork­
ers U nion. Shop s tew ard  sys­
tem s w ere set up on various 
p ro jects and over 1,000 w o rk ­
ers enro lled . A ll th is  has hap­
pened in  l it t le  over a m onth. A 
few  m ili ta n t un ionists d id  th is  
good w ork . I t  shows w hat can 
be done.

Drivers Celebrate
A kron tru c k  d rive rs  are soon 

to ce lebrate  the s ix th  ann iver 
sa ry  of the fo rm a tio n  o f th e ir 
union. Dan Tob in , In te rn a tio n a l 
P res ident o f the Brotherhood 
of Team sters, is  scheduled to 
speak.

Loca l 348, w h ich  is sponsor­
ing the ce lebra tion , has some­
th ing  w orth  ta lk in g  about. Be­
sides reducing  hours fro m  as 
high as 100 a week fo r  over-the- 
road d rive rs  down to 60, and 
fro m  70 and 80 to 40 fo r loca l 
d rive rs , the union has ra ised 
wages fro m  25 to 100%. W ith  
a ll b u t tw o f irm s  vacations 
w ith  pay are in  signed con­
trac ts .

M ilk  d rive rs , coal d rive rs , 
bakery  d rive rs  and newspaper 
d rive rs  have been organized 
and g iven separate loca l ch a rt­
ers. Loca l 348 s t i l l  has over 
2,000 dues pay ing  m em bers 
le ft. I t  has aided the U n ited  
R ubber W orkers U nion in  s itu ­
ations like  the Goodyear s tr ike  
la s t yea r.

W ith the C urran  leadership 
s t i l l  postponing the actua l t r ia l,  
the suspension o f K in g  and 
Hennessey fro m  the N ationa l 
M a r it im e  U nion on charges of 
being sh ipow ners ’ spies con tin ­
ues in to  its  f i f th  week.

Th is  continuous postpone­
m en t of the spy t r ia l  is ra is ing  
doubts and questions among 
the m em bersh ip . Is  C urran  
try in g  to hide h is re fusa l to  stop 
the m ovem ent of “ h o t”  o il by 
p u ttin g  the b lam e on a scape­
goat? Is  the postponem ent of 
the t r ia l  a sign of C u rra n ’s fe a r 
th a t a pub lic  t r ia l  m ig h t b ring  
out his own c o m p lic ity  in  the 
polic ies of K ing?  Is  the sus­
pension w ithou t t r ia l  a means 
of ho ld ing  a spy scare over the 
m em bersh ip  in  o rder to keep 
back any progressive tenden­
cies fro m  fig h tin g  the slow su f­
foca tion  of the ta n ke r s tr ike  in  
the s tream  of m oving  hot o il?  

Charge Cam ouflage 
The charges th a t led to the 

suspension were made on M ay 
12 when Joseph C urran  gave a 
re p o rt on the connection be­
tween " th e  e ffo rts  of the em ­
ployers to destroy the union, 
and the present s itua tion  re ­
gard ing  the tanke r s tr ik e .”  He 
charged th a t the ta n ke r s tr ike  
was being underm ined by J e r­
ome K in g  and A. L . Hennessey, 
who were sh ipow ners ’ spies. 
The reason he gave fo r  asking 
th e ir suspension was th a t he 
intended in  th is  way to 
strengthen the N .M .U . and the 
tanke r s tr ike .

M em bers charge th a t the 
c la im  o f s trengthen ing  the 
N .M .U . o r the tanke r s tr ike  is 
s im p ly  a cam ouflage to hide 
the d row n ing  of the ta n ke r 
s tr ike  in  “ h o t"  o il. Had C urran , 
they charge, been re a lly  in te r­
ested in  strengthen ing  the N .M . 
U . aga inst in te rn a l enemies, he 
w ould long ago have exposed 
the K ings  and the Hennesseys 
to the m em bersh ip . M onths be ­
fo re  the tanke r s tr ik e  began he 
had known the de ta ils  he la te r 
‘d isclosed” . He had w ritte n  a 

pam ph le t ca lled  “ The M em ber­
ship W ins A ga in—A R ecord of 
R ecent Events in the N a tiona l 
M a r it im e  U n io n ”  in w hich he 
exposed some men and added 
"T h e re  are o th e rs ." Y e t he d id 
no t nam e them . Ins ide , he 
w ro te , was " th e  b ig  shot.”  B u t 
he d id  not expose h im . He 
guarded his name w ith  a cloak 
o f s ilence and p e rm itte d  h im  
to spy upon the m em bersh ip  
and be tray  them  to the ship 
owners.

K e p t S ilent
The m em bers po in t ou t tha t 

C urran  w aited u n til M ay 12, 
alm ost a fu l l  m onth a fte r the 
tanke r s tr ik e  had begun and 
the flow  of “ h o t”  o il was a l­
ready beginning to d row n it ,  
before he sought a scape-goat 
and fixed  upon K in g  and Hen­
nessey. He was fa m il ia r  a ll 
along w ith  the facts  w hich led 
h im  to conclude th a t they were 
shipowners' spies.

Loones, a self-confessed King- 
tool who had been double 
crossed, had come out w ith  an 
expose of Jerom e K in g  and A

L . Hennessey as shipowners' 
stool-pigeons as fa r  back as 
October 1938. Th is  charge was 
substantia ted by the personnel 
d ire c to r o f the N a tiona l M a r i­
tim e  C om m ission, D an ie l R ing , 
who boasted before an a n ti-la ­
bor ga thering , "som e of our 
people were elected in  the N.
M . U .”

Despite th is  m ounting  ev i­
dence, C urran  kept s ilen t. H is 
silence was understandable. In  
every essential, the po lic ies of 
K in g  were the same as the po l­
icies of C urran . Both  supported 
the  governm ent fin k  h a ll. Both 
supported the governm ent 
tra in in g  ship. C urran , like  
K ing , favo red  cooperation w ith  
the governm ent. C urran , like  
K ing , was using the union 
m em bersh ip  as a means of 
ga in ing  personal power and 
prestige. An inves tiga tion  th a t 
showed K in g 's  polic ies were 
those of the shipowners would 
also show th a t C u rra n ’s polic ies 
were the same as K in g ’s. E x ­
pulsion of the "b ig  shot”  of 
yesterday would ju s t ify  the ex­
pulsion o f C u rran  today.

S ta lin is t S trategy
An even m ore im p o rta n t rea­

son fo r the silence was the cun­
n ing s tra tegy  o f S ta lin ’s agents 
in  the N .M .U . leadership. They 
wanted to save K in g  fo r  a fu ­
tu re  day, to use h im  as a scape­
goat w henever th e ir con tro l be­
came threatened and they 
needed to tu rn  the ha tred  of 
the m em bersh ip  aw ay fro m  
th e ir own sell-outs to the se ll­
outs of others.

Were they honest them selves, 
the C urran and C om m unist 
p a rty  m achines in  con tro l of 
the N .M .U . would long since 
have suspended the alleged 
stool-pigeons. The m em bersh ip  
demanded it. C urran  h im se lf 
adm its  th a t he “ received a 
flood of resolutions dem anding 
th a t lib e l charges be pressed 
aga inst Loones to fin d  ou t how 
m uch tru th  there was to the 
cha rges ." W ith  such rank  and 
file  in te res t in  an honest lead­
ersh ip  i t  became doubly the 
du ty  of the C urrans and the 
C om m unist p a rty  m achines to 
expose the K ings  and the Hen­
nesseys. Th is  C urran  had p rom ­
ised to do.

On M onday, M arch  6, the N a­
tiona l Council o f the N .M .U . 
m et a t the H otel G overnor 
C lin ton in its  q u a rte rly  session. 
B u t the charges were shunted 
aside. The P ilo t announced th a t 
“ the body adjourned before ac­
tion  was taken, because of the 
g rea t num ber of im p o rta n t de­
cisions th a t had to be brough t 
before the m em bersh ip  fo r ac­
tion  im m e d ia te ly .”

The spy charges aga inst K in g  
and Hennessey, w h ich  were not 
im p o rta n t enough to take  up 
tim e  in  the qu ie t o f a m eeting 
in a hotel room  have now be­
come s u ff ic ie n tly  im p o rta n t to 
be th row n  like  a bom bshell in ­
to the m ids t of the tanke r 
s tr ike . Why? Because. C urran  
is d row ning the tanke r s tr ike  
in  " h o t”  o il and w ants to d iv e rt 
a tten tion  fro m  th is  c rim e  
against the s tr ik in g  N .M .U . 
seamen.

Seafarers' Strike 
Ends with Some 
Concessions to Men

The s tr ike  of the Seafar­
ers In te rn a tio n a l Union 
against the E aste rn  S team ­
ship Co. ended on Saturday 
when the men voted to go 
back to w ork  on the basis of 
m in o r concessions granted 
by the com pany.

In  v iew  of the fa c t tha t the 
seamen on the Easte rn  
Steam ship Company had not 
had a s tr ike  in  th ir ty  years, 
the conclusion o f the s tr ike , 
w h ile  i t  d id no t w in  the com ­
plete demands of the men, 
constitu ted a step fo rw a rd  
in  the unionization d rive  of 
the Seafarers In te rn a tio n a l 
U nion on the E ast Coast.

YOU KNOW, IT 
AIN'T CRICKET 
TO PICKET

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
NEW  Y O R K .—A t a m eeting 

on F rid a y , June 2, the New 
Y o rk  Teachers U nion took an­
other long s tr id e  backw ard  in 
its  career under S ta lin is t con­
tro l. Faced by a c ris is  in  the 
c ity  educational budget, and 
b lu n tly  to ld  to accept a cu t in  
the c ity ’s educationa l services 
or a d ras tic  c u t in  sa la ry , the 
S ta lin is t leaders o f the union 
whipped th e ir fa ith fu l in to  line : 
they voted down a proposal fo r 
a p icke t line to be draw n 
around the B oard  o f E duca tion  
B u ild in g  on F if ty -n in th  S treet.

One S ta lin is t exc la im ed w ith  
h o rro r, “ W hat, a p icke t line 
w ith  s ig n s !!”  On being assured 
th a t the progressive group in 
the union wanted a p icke t line, 
not a secret parade, the S ta lin ­
ists s ta lled  fo r a h a lf hour t i l l  
th e ir innocents could cool o ff. 
Then, by a s tra ig h t machine 
vote, they k ille d  the proposal.

Loca l 5 of the A m erican  
Federa tion  of Teachers was 
once m ilita n t. F r id a y ’s m eet­
ing  is a good exam ple of w ha t 
happens to a union under S ta l­
in is t contro l. F o r B ro w d e r’s 
boys, i t ’s not c r ic k e t to p icket.

Labor Mobilises Behind 
Eide in Mpls. Election

Trade Union Committee Directs Campaign 
For Slate— Anti-Labor Law Main Issue

Special Discussions 
On Program of 
Liebknecht School

Two special discussions w ill 
h ig h lig h t the June p rog ram  of 
the K a r l L iebknech t School, 
educational center of the 
Young People's Socia lis t 
League in  New Y o rk . The f ir s t  
w il l  be "T h e  B o lshev ik  W ay of 
L ife ” , a lec tu re  by E rn e s t E r-  
ber, ed ito r of the Challenge of 
Youth. Th is  discussion w il l  be 
held on S aturday. June 17 at 
2 p .m .

On June 24 a t 2 p .m ., a sym ­
posium  on the c u rre n tly  spot­
ligh ted  Pa lestine  prob lem  w ill 
be conducted. P ro m in e n t com ­
rades, among them , F e lix  M o r­
row , w il l  pa rtic ipa te .

Adm ission fo r  both sessions 
w il l  be ten cents, (five  cents to 
Y ipse ls and fr ie n d s ). Both 
courses w il l  be g iven a t 51 E . 
7 S treet, the school headquar­
ters.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

M IN N E A P O L IS —W ith  G overnor H a ro ld  Stassen and his fe ro ­
cious A n ti-Labo r Law  one of the m a jo r issues in  the M inneapolis 
m un ic ipa l e lection, the m ig h ty  trade  union m ovem ent of th is  
c ity  is m ob iliz ing  behind the labor s late of candidates headed 
by T . A. E ide  w ith  a u n a n im ity  th a t has no t been reached since 
the cam paign of the late F a rm e r-L a b o r G overnor, F loyd  Olson, 
in  the F a ll o f 1934.

In  the p r im a ry  e lection held M ay 8. M ayo r George E . Leach, 
jin g o is t, N a tiona l G uardsm an and candidate of the bosses, led 
E ide  by 37,000 to 31,000. P rac 
t ic a lly  the en tire  labor slate, 
every one a union m em ber, 
placed on the ticke t.

Since the p rim a rie s , the Stas­
sen m achine has moved in  a ll 
its  forces to back Leach in  the 
fina ls  on June 12. I t  was the 
Stassen issue, above a ll, tha t 
drew  the trem endous labor 
vote M ay 8 and continues to 
p ile  up support fo r the union 
slate.

W ith  the F a rm e r-L a b o r P a r­
ty  in  M inneapolis, as th rough­
out the sta te , com ple te ly  
w recked, the d irec tion  o f the 
m un ic ipa l cam paign is in  the 
hands of a Vo lun teer T rade 
Union C am paign C om m ittee 
headed by the president o f the 
M inneapolis Team sters Jo in t 
Council.

N om ina lly  m em bers o f the 
loca l F a rm e r-L a b o r E xecu tive  
C om m ittee are supposed to 
function  on the C am paign Com­
m ittee . A c tu a lly , they have 
played a lm ost no ro le  in  the 
cam paign. Yhe S ta lin is ts  on the 
F -L  E xecu tive  C om m ittee, and 
the C om m unist p a rty , have ac­
tu a lly  sabotaged the labor cam ­
paign. A few  days a fte r E ide 
was nom inated by the trade 
unions, the S ta lin is ts  p reva iled  
upon K leve  F lakne , a p o lit ica l 
hack, to file .

S ta lin is t Sabotage
D uring  the cam paign the 

C om m unist p a rty  s ta rted  the 
w orst so rt o f w h ispering  ca m ­
paign aga inst E ide  and the la ­
bor candidates. In  a t least one 
w ard , they were caught sabo­
tag ing  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f e lec­
tion  lite ra tu re  "because the la ­
bor candidate was too close to 
the T ro ts k y ite s ."  T h e ir behav 
io r in th is  e lection has become 
a state scandal and has c le a rly  
exposed them  as being the m ost 
b itte r opponents o f the develop 
ing Labo r P a rty  m ovem ent.

I t  is the M inneapolis A .F .L . 
trade  union m ovem ent th a t is 
c a rry in g  the burden of the 
cam paign on its  shoulders and 
fu rn ish ing  a ll the finances.
Scores o f unions have donated 
lib e ra lly  to the cam paign fund.
T rade  union cam paign co m m it­
tees have been set up in the 
w orking-class w ards to fu r th e r 
the w ork  fo r the labor slate, 
and labor cam paign headquar­
ters have been set up in a ll 
parts  o f the c ity .

Stassen Exposes Self
L a s t week, a fte r un m is ta k ­

able evidence came to lig h t 
tha t Stassen was sending in  his 
p o lit ic a l bosses and state em ­
ployes to w ork  fo r Leach, T.
A. E ide w rote  an open le tte r to 
the G overnor, asking h im  i f  i t  
was w ith  his sanction th a t 
state employes were active  in 
Leach ’s cam paign.

Stassen's answer was an ad­
m ission th a t his m achine was 
backing Leach to defeat the la- (

bor forces in  M inneapolis. 
W hile c la im in g  th a t “ i t  is the 
po licy  o f our a d m in is tra tio n  not 
to in te rfe re  in  any e lection con­
te s t."  Stassen w ro te  th a t " I  am 
not su rp rised  to hear fro m  you 
th a t the people of M innesota 
who supported me la s t fa l l  to 
end the ra d ica l and co rru p t 
con tro l o f the State C apito l are 
now opposing you and support­
ing  M ayo r Leach. . .”

When Stassen’s answer was 
published in  the d a ily  press, 
severa l thousand laborites  
rushed to the courthouse to 
reg is te r fo r vo ting .

W ith  bu t ten days le ft  in  the 
cam paign, the Labo r Cam paign 
C om m ittee is on the rad io  ev­
e ry  n ig h t b lasting  aw ay a t the 
Leach-Stassen m achine. Scores 
o f trade  unions are sending out 
le tte rs  to th e ir  m em berships, 
u rg ing  them  to vote the union 
tic k e t s tra ig h t and to p a r t ic i­
pate in  the las t-m inu te  cam  
paign w ork.

S.W.P. A c tive
The Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  

is p lay ing  an active  ro le  in  the 
cam paign, and has m any m em ­
bers w o rk in g  in  the trade  union 
cam paign com m ittees in  the 
various w ards. We are u rg ing  
a ll w orkers to clean the Stas- 
sen-Leach-Associated Indus­
tries  gang out of the c ity  co u rt­
house by vo ting  fo r a ll cand i­
dates o f the A p r il 8 trade  union 
convention.

The M inneapo lis  b ranch of 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  has 
d is tribu ted  5,000 lea fle ts  in sup­
po rt of the trade  union slate. 
In  th is  le a fle t we also set fo r th  
our basic d ifferences w ith  both 
the p o lit ic a l p rog ram  and the 
o rgan iza tiona l set-up o f the la ­
bor cam paign. We urge the 
trade unions to take the next 
log ica l step and fo rm  a M in ­
neapolis Labo r P a rty  and sug­
gest the p o lit ica l p ro g ra m  such 
a p a rty  should have— A gainst 
the W ar; F o r a T w e n ty -B illio n  
D o lla r F edera l Housing and 
P ub lic  W orks P ro g ra m ; F o r 
the Expansion of W .P .A .; F o r 
W orkers Defense G uards, etc.

“ We are enclosing $10.00 on 
our bundle order and w il l  pay 
up the balance in  a sho rt 
t im e .” —St. Paul branch.

*  *  •

F ro m  M u rry  Weiss, Los An­
geles o rgan izer, we rece ive the 
fo llow ing  re p ly  to our request 
fo r increased c ircu la tio n  o f the 
Appeal, and paym ent on debts: 
"T h is  is w ha t we intend to do. 
Th is com ing Thursday a t a Red 
Card m eeting  we w il l  pose the 
question square ly  before the 
m em bersh ip . The State E xecu­
tive  C om m ittee  devoted p ra c ­
tic a lly  the en tire  la s t m eeting 
to a discussion o f the c r it ic a l 
s itua tion  o f the press and our 
respons ib ility  in  th is  m a tte r: 
also the course o f action  fo r 
ou r P a rty  loca lly . E ve ry th in g  
in our power w il l  be done to 
liqu ida te  our share o f the re ­
spons ib ility  to the press du ring  
the nex t m onths.”

b r a n c h  r e s p o n s e  t o
E M E R G E N C Y  A P P E A L :

To the m ounting  l is t  of 
branches th a t have responded 
to our danger s igna l we w ish 
to add E as t O akland, C a lif., 
W ashington, D. C., and M inne­
apolis. We can now re p o rt th a t 
our position has. im proved  con­
s id e ra b ly  bu t we are not yet 
com p le te ly  ou t of the danger 
zone.

The fo llow ing  c ities  haven ’t 
been heard fro m  a t a l l:  O ak­
land, C a lif., B a lt im o re , F lin t.  
U n ive rs ity  C ity , M o., Youngs­
town, Columbus, P h ilade lph ia , 
Seattle and W isconsin. Where 
are they?

*  *  *

The nex t issue w il l  conta in 
in fo rm a tio n  about our d rive  fo r 
250 renew al subscrip tions by 
June 15.
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A DUBLIN LETTER

On the G row th o f  
Ir is h  N ationa lism
By R O D E R IC K  O’CONNOR
D U B L IN , June 1.—The M ay 

issue of "R epub lican  R ev iew ,”  
a m on th ly  p o lit ica l rev iew  ex­
pressing I.R .A . ( I r is h  R epubli­
can A rm y ) v iew po in t features 
a il a rt ic le  signed “ M .M .”  dea l­
ing  w ith  the B r it is h  K in g 's  v is ­
i t  to the U . S. and w ith  De V a ­
le ra ’s abandoned v is it . “ Re- 
I ub lican  R e v ie w " is run  by an 
e d ito r ia l com m ittee , ch ie f f ig ­
ure on w h ich  is Sean M ac- 
b ride , b a rr is te r. Ir is h  co rre ­
spondent of Havas agency, a 
fo rm e r A d ju tan t-G enera l I.R .A . 
I t  is sponsored by the Separis i 
Club w h ich  m a in ly  com prises 
u n ive rs ity  undergraduates who 
belong to the I.R .A .

Th is a rt ic le  asserts: “ De V a ­
le ra  has lost the confidence of 
the na tiona lis ts  of Ire la n d  and 
Roosevelt is  ra p id ly  losing the 
confidence of the tra d it io n a l 
A m e rica n ”  and c la im s  Roose­
v e lt in v ite d  the B r it is h  K in g  
and E ire  P re m ie r a t th is  tim e  
because “ he is seeking two 
th ings : a th ird  te rm  o f o ffice  
a t the P re s id e n tia l e lection nex t

year and a po licy  on w h ich  to 
f ig h t th a t e lec tion .”  Roosevelt, 
i t  continues, “ Instead o f seek­
ing  to a tta in  the goal of social 
jus tice  fo r his people and the 
preserva tion  o f th e ir essential 
and tra d it io n a l iso la tion  and 
n e u tra lity , now seeks to lin k  
the destin ies of A m erica  to the 
W estern ’dem ocracies.’

"T h e  o rd in a ry  observer would 
be staggered a t the e x tra o rd i­
n a ry  ineptitude and p a rtisa n ­
ship .of th is  la tes t exam ple of 
‘peace b lu n de rin g ,’ continues 
the a rtic le  re fe rr in g  to P res i­
dent R oosevelt’s recent in v ita ­
tion to G erm any and I ta ly ,  “ i f  
Roosevelt had not a lready 
shown on m any occasions th a t 
he has abandoned the poor and 
fo rgo tten  men of A m erica  and 
gone over to the in te rna tiona l 
money lords of W a ll S treet and 
London and th a t he has conse­
quently  become the b itte r  and 
p re jud iced  opponent o f G e r­
m any and I ta ly .  B u t, the in ­
su lt to G erm any and I ta ly  im ­
p lied  in  th is  cheap jack, cute 
peace in v ita tio n  shows the

trend of R oosevelt's po licy , 
w hich has been so ev ident since 
the fa ilu re  o f his New Deal. . .”  

H av ing  c r itic is e d  De V a lera  
in  some de ta il, the a rtic le  
adds: “ I t  w il l be seen th a t 
Roosevelt and De V a le ra  are 
le ft w ith  the sole support of 
the bankers, the in te rn a tio n a l­
ists, the B r itis h  G arrisons, 
F reem asonry, and the p ink  in- 
Lellectualists o f th e ir  respective 
countries. Both a lly  them selves 
to E ng land and seek ways to 
cover th e ir  u tte r fa ilu re .”

The a rt ic le  is sym p tom atic  
of the steady developm ent 
o f na tio n a lis t sen tim ent here 
fro m  being m e re ly  a n ti-B ritish  
to d e fin ite ly  p ro-Axis. I t  has 
not ye t affected the d e fin ite ly  
repub lican  and a n ti-B ritis h  bu t 
also an ti-fasc is t I r is h  Labor 
P a rty , bu t so s trong was the 
d ivergence of opinion on the 
European c ris is  expressed at 
the annual congress of tha t 
p a rty  on A p ril 19 th a t i t  was 
decided not to take  a vote 
on a reso lu tion  proposed 
by T r in ity  College underg radu­
ate W illia m  N. M as lin  "d e c la r­
ing  opposition to any fo rm  c f 
association w ith  B r it is h  im p e ri­
a lism , ins is ting  on Ire la n d ’s 
r ig h t to pursue her own fore ign 
po licy  and ca llin g  on the Ad­
m in is tra tiv e  Council (of the 
p a rty ) to see, in  the event of 
w a r, th a t no food is exported 
u n til p rov is ion  has been made 
to sa tis fy  the needs o f the Ir is h  
people a t reasonable p rices .”

de fin ite  po licy  the Congress 
contented itse lf w ith  passing a 
reso lu tion “ w e lcom ing the e f­
fo rts  being made by H is H o li­
ness the Pope and P resident 
Roosevelt tow ards w o r l d  
peace.”

Leader of the P a rty , B il l  N o r­
ton, speaking of E ir e ’s defense 
plans, charged De V a le ra  w ith  
con tem p la ting  com plete co llab ­
o ra tion  w ith  B r ita in , sa id : "W e 
have one invader in  the S ix 
Counties (B r itis h  troops in  
N orthe rn  Ire la n d ). Is  there any 
sense, there fore , in  p u tting  out 
an invader in  K e rry  w ith  the 
aid o f a power th a t continues 
to occupy s ix o f ou r counties in  
the N o rth -E a s t? "

Perhaps m ore s ig n ifica n t of 
g row ing  a n ti-B ritish  fee ling  in 
the rank  and f i le  of Labo r is 
the action of 22 Ir is h  labor 
unions, a ll a ff ilia te d  to the Ir is h  
T rade U nion Congress w hich 
adm its  B r itis h  unions opera ting  
in Ire la n d  to a ff il ia tio n , in  set­
ting  up a new body ca lled the 
A dvisory Council o f Ir is h  T rade 
Unions. Im p o rta n t unions in ­
cluded in  new move a re : Ir is h  
Bookbinders and Paper R ulers 
U nion, I r is h  B akers and Con­
fectioners U nion. I r is h  N a tiona l 
Union o f W oodworkers, Ir is h  
U nion of D is tr ib u tiv e  W orkers 
and C lerks, Inco rpora ted  B ric k  
and Stonelayers, I r is h  N a tiona l 
Teachers O rganization, I r is h  
T ra n sp o rt and General W ork­
ers U nion, D ub lin  T ypog raph i­
ca l Society and Ir is h  Women

Instead o f expressing any W orkers Union.

No less is there confusion of 
m ind in the G overnm ent p a rty  
itse lf, and the prob lem  of hold­
ing a ll the rank  and file  w ith ­
ou t m ak ing  speeches which 
w ill m ere ly  encourage the in ­
crease o f a n ti-B ritis h  fee ling  
among them  is ta x in g  the 
bra ins of M r. De V a le ra  and 
his M in is te rs . Th is is re flected 
in th e ir day-to-day utterances 
s t i l l  m ore in those of th e ir 
back-benchers.

Defense M in is te r F ra n k  A i­
ken is feve rish ly  exhorting  
young men to jo in  the Volun­
teers and the E ire  A rm y  who 
w il l  be ca lled on to defend our 
coasts aga inst an invasion by 
the Axis Powers, should such 
occur, bu t when he got down 
to the w ilds of West C ork on 
A p r il 16 to unve il a m e m o ria l 
to B rig a d ie r Sean Noonan who 
died fig h tin g  the B r itis h , he 
spoke ra th e r d iffe re n tly  o f the 
purposes of a rm in g  Ir is h  
youths. “ I t  is f i t t in g ,”  he said, 
“ th a t a m e m o ria l should be 
erected here to insp ire  the 
youth of today to defend the 
C onstitu tion and to recover our 
lost S ix C ountries.”

Addressing a re c ru it in g  m eet­
ing a t Swords, D ub lin  County 
on M ay 1, when the conscrip ­
tion  scare was a t its  he ight, 
G overnm ent back-bencher Tom  
M u llen , T . D. w ent fu r th e r. “ So 
fa r  as conscrip tion  is sought to 
be imposed by B r ita in ,”  he 
said, “ le t B r ita in  have no doubt 
w hatever th a t the men o f I r e ­
land, the m en of F ianna  F a il,
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and the men of our A rm y  w il l  
stand up aga inst i t  today the 
same as we a ll stood against it  
in 1918.”

Th is  hym n reached its  apex 
at Cork County Council on M ay 
4 when M a rtin  J. C o rry , T . D. 
G overnm ent deputy, re fe rr in g  
to E ng lish  explosion tr ia l  sen­
tences, sa id :

“ When you ta lk  of cu ltu re  I  
can on ly w ish th a t some G e r­
mans or somebody else would 
come in  here and d rive  out 
some of th a t k ind  o f cu ltu re  
th a t we had fro m  an E ng lish  
Judge who imposed savage sen­
tences on m en who did th e ir 
du ty  to th is  coun try . . . .

“ I  have a life  experience of 
the B r it is h  Hun and w h ils t one 
sod of I r is h  soil is held by them  
so long w il l  they be en titled  to 
the designation o f ’P u b lic  E ne­
m y No. 1.’ in  the eyes o f the 
Ir is h  ra ce .”

L im e r ic k  C ity  B ranch  o f the 
G overnm ent p a rty  on M ay 16, 
adopted a reso lu tion  ca llin g  on 
the G overnm ent to deprive  
Ir is h  m en in  the B r it is h  A rm y  
of E ire  c itizensh ip , to ban the 
w earing  o f B r it is h  u n ifo rm  by 
m em bers o f A rm y  on leave in

E ire .

(Continued from  Page 1)
a lly  Beal re tu rned  to the U n ited  
States w ith  the de te rm ina tion  
to seek v ind ica tion . On Janu ­
a ry  14, 1938, he was suddenly 
a rrested  a t his b ro th e r’s home 
in Law rence, Mass., h is b ir th ­
place and the scene of m any 
of his e a r lie r  labor a c tiv itie s . 
He w aived e x tra d itio n , su rren ­
dering  v o lu n ta r ily  on F e b ru a ry  
16, 1938, and going to N orth  
C aro lina  to begin se rv ing  his 
sentence w h ile  con tinu ing  the 
fig h t fo r  v ind ica tion .

C hief of Police A de rho lt was 
k ille d  on the n ig h t o f June 7, 
1929, du ring  an a tta ck  on the 
headquarters of the N ationa l 
T e x tile  W orkers U nion, w hich 
organized the G astonia s tr ike . 
T h is  a ttack  fo llow ed a s im ila r 
assault on the headquarters of 
the union on A p r il 18, 1929, 
when the headquarters was 
w recked and the food suDplies 
of the s tr ik e rs  destroyed. In  
the shooting th a t accom panied 
the a ttack  o f June 7, A de rho lt 
was k ille d  and tw o police o f­
fice rs  and one s tr ik e  leader 
were wounded. I t  is the conten­
tion  of Bea l and h is supporters 
th a t he d id  not take  p a rt in  the 
shooting and th a t he was in  no 
w ay g u ilty  o f the c rim e  fo r 
w hich he was convicted.

At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

By B. J. WIDICK
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In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens;

Southport Conference of B.L.P. 
Reverses Stand on Conscription

Despite the trem endous wave o f opposition 
aga inst conscrip tion  in  its  ranks, despite its  
repeated avow al o f lo ya lty  to the p a r ty ’s a n ti­
conscrip tion  stand, despite its  rebu ffs  to Leon 
B lu m  who came fro m  F rance  to urge them  
fra te rn a lly  to  drop th a t stand in  the name of 
social p a tr io t ic  com m on sense, and despite 
the fa c t th a t on ly  two weeks ago such p ro m ­
inent leaders as E rn e s t B ev in  of the T ra n s ­
p o rt W orkers U nion and John M archbanks of 
the N a tiona l U nion of R a ilw aym en  insisted 
th a t “ even assum ing th a t we are in  a m in o r­
ity , and no one can judge y e t,”  they were 
“ s t i l l  sa tis fied  i t  w ould be r ig h t to res is t th is  
e ffo rt (of conscrip tion) to destroy our lib e r­
tie s ” —despite a ll th is  the Labou r P a r ty ’s lead­
ersh ip  la s t week fo isted upon the annual con­
ference a t Southport a reve rsa l of po licy  on 
th is c ru c ia l issue.

To be sure, the resolution adopted on th is  
question does not b lu n tly  come out in  fa vo r of 
conscrip tion. I t  m ere ly  states th a t the p a rty  
w il l  not re s is t conscrip tive  measures. The 
flunk ies who run  T ra n sp o rt House (the p a rty  
headquarters) fo r B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  could 
not fla u n t the rank  and fi le  sentim ent too 
b rash ly. B u t in  tak ing  the stand they d id, they 
f in a lly  squared th e ir  position on conscrip tion  
w ith  th e ir  genera l “ co llec tive  s e c u rity ”  posi­
tion , thus reassuring  C ham berla in , m aking  
B lu m  and the F rench  cap ita lis ts  ve ry  happy 
and rem ov ing  fro m  th e ir  own path a ve ry  e m ­
barrass ing  inconsistency.

To m ake up fo r th is  change, so to speak, 
the Southport conference con firm ed the ex­
pu ls ion o f S ir S ta ffo rd  C ripps and re jected  the 
Popu la r F ro n t line he espoused. F ro m  the po in t 
of v iew  o f th e ir  fundam enta l socia l p a tr io tic  
position, the action aga inst C ripps makes 
about as m uch sense as th e ir p revious opposi­
tion  to conscrip tion . S m a ll w onder then, th a t 
a N . Y . T im es correspondent fro m  London re ­
ports th a t “ the coun try  tends to look upon the 
C hurch ill-E den  T o ry  com bination , ra th e r than 
upon the Labour P a rty , as the rea l opposition 
to C h a m berla in .”

M ore consistent is the reported  decision of 
T ra n sp o rt House to m ake m em bersh ip  in  the 
M ilita n t La b o r League incom patib le  w ith  
m em bersh ip  in  the p a rty . The M .L .L . has con­
s is ten tly  opposed "c o lle c tiv e  s e c u r ity ”  and 
conscrip tion  and has recen tly  been m ak ing  
considerable headway in  loca l L .P . branches. 
I t  is  a ttacked as "T ro ts k y is t” . The M ilita n t, 
o ff ic ia l organ o f the League, announces in  its 
last issue a cam paign, centered around an o r­
ganiz ing tour, to res is t expulsion and to ra l ly  
support in  the local sections fo r re vo lu tiona ry  
socia lism .

In France: New Blows against the 
Opponents of Imperialist War

W hile the F land in-B onnet gang of “ M unich- 
o is ”  pac ifis ts  (sic) and the Reynaud-M andel 
gang of “ co llec tive  s e c u r ity ”  w a r m ongers 
jockey fo r position, w h ile  B lu m  and Pau l 
F aure  te m p o ra rily  compose th e ir  d ifferences 
a t the S ocia lis t P a rty  convention by agreeing 
f in a lly  to bu ry  the P opu la r F ro n t (b reaking  
o ff a ll re la tions w ith  the C .P .), th e ir govern­
m ent s tr ikes  new blows aga inst the rea l op­
ponents o f im p e ria lis t w a r. “ D em ocracy”  is 
reserved on ly fo r  the socia l pa trio ts  and th e ir 
c a p ita lis t m asters. . .

D u rin g  the m onth o f A p r il a wave of res is­
tance to the governm ent’s o rder re ca llin g  fo r 
add itiona l service reserv is ts  of the class of 
1936 who had a lready  served m ore than th e ir 
tw o years, spread th roughout a num ber of 
reg im ents along the M ag ino t L ine . R eservists 
in  S trassburg began a hunger s tr ike  and re ­
fused to d r i l l .  The s tr ike  soon extended to 
M etz, M orange, A rra s . B itche  and o ther points 
along the line  of fro n tie r  fo rtifica tio n s . The 
en tire  d a ily  press—F a sc is t to  S ta lin is t— greet­
ed the re v o lt w ith  a conspiracy o f silence. The 
re vo lu tiona ry  so ld iers who led the re v o lt were 
a ll s u m m a rily  im prisoned  and the m ovem ent 
thus beheaded. . .

Issues o f papers o f the m in o ritie s  who gave 
the m ovem ent prom inence—our own com ­
rades’ L u tte  O uvrie re , Jun 36, the organ o f the 
S ocia lis t W orkers and Peasants P a rty , the an­
a rch is t paper L ib e rta ire , the synd ica lis t 
papers R evo lu tion  P ro le ta rienne  and C om bat 
S yndica liste  and severa l others w ere confis­
cated and th e ir  responsible ed ito rs subjected 
to prosecution. . .

The headquarters of the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
and Peasants P a rty  (P .S.O .P.) were ra ided in  
Cherbourg and severa l o ther c ities  and the 
p a rty  threatened w ith  d issolution. . .

In  the colonies, the a n ti- im p e ria lis t a llies  of 
the F rench  revo lu tion is ts  face s im ila r  perse­
cution. In  Tun is, three leaders of the dissolved 
L ib e ra l C onstitu tiona l P a rty  have been a r­
rested fo r  reconstitu ting  ce lls  o f th a t p a rty  
(the reconstitu ted  organ iza tion  of the La- 
Rocque Fascists is, o f course, a llowed to p ro ­
ceed w ith  im p u n ity ) . In  A lg ie rs , Chabane A ll, 
the ed ito r o f E l Oum a, the paper of the Peo­
p le ’s P a rty  of A lg e ria , whose recen t election 
v ic to ry  we reported  in  these colum ns, has 
been held in  prison incom m unicado under a 
despicable charge th a t is becom ing usual in 
these persecutions: “ Connivance w ith  fo re ign  
pow ers” . . .

5,000 Protest
W  P A . Cuts
In Minnesota

On the Line____ with Bill Morgan
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ed its  w ay through the loop to 
the State W .P .A . o ffices, and 
re tu rned  to the C ap ito l where 
the delegation entered Stas- 
sen’s o ffice .

G overnor T ries  to Duck
I t  seemed th a t the G overnor 

was nowhere around, though 
he had prom ised an appoints 
ment- to the delegation. A fte r 
an hour's  w a it, d u ring  w hich 
the unem ployed m ille d  through 
the C apito l ha lls , Governor 
Stassen was located a t the St. 
P au l A th le tic  C lub. He re tu rn ­
ed to the C apito l and m e t w ith  
the delegation, re fus ing  every 
one of the demands o f the dem ­
onstra tors. L a te r he came out 
on the C apito l s ta irs  to address 
the dem onstra tion. In  a dem a­
gogic ta lk  he to ld  the throng 
th a t they had a r ig h t to  d is ­
agree w ith  h im  i f  they d id n ’t 
like  his O ld Age L ien  Law , his 
Labo r Law . etc.

“ H e ll,”  said a num ber of 
dem onstra tors, "w e  know 
w e ’ve got a r ig h t to disagree 
w ith  you, and we do, a ll the 
way down the lin e .”

Stassen denied th a t the State 
re lie f app rop ria tion  had been 
cut, though i t  is a m a tte r o f 
record  th a t h is adm in is tra tio n  
has slashed one-th ird  o ff la s t 
y e a r ’s app rop ria tion . He as 
sured the unem ployed th a t no 
one would s ta rve  in  M innesota, 
and urged the unem ployed o r ­
ganizations to send h im  the 
names of a ll fa m ilie s  who were 
in  need. He prom ised to send 
out state investiga to rs  in such 
cases.

Demand Special Session
A fte r he had ducked back in 

the C apito l, M ax G eldm an of 
the F edera l W orkers Section,

LYNCH NEGRO“  
IN MISSISSIPPI

Coughlin Hides a Boss Solution 
Behind Plea for Living Wage

repo rting  fo r the com m ittee , 
to ld  the unem ployed th a t Stas­
sen had re jected a ll th e ir  state 
demands. A m ig h ty  shout w ent 
up fo r a specia l session o f the 
State Leg is la tu re , a fte r w hich 
the dem onstra tion was o ff ic ia l­
ly  ca lled o ff, ju s t as a heavy 
ra in s to rm  began.

The exce llen t s p ir it  o f the 
dem onstra tion and the sacrifice  
shown by the W .P .A . w orkers 
who p a rtic ipa ted , cannot be ex­
aggerated. The W .P.A. adm in ­
is tra tio n  had refused to declare 
F r id a y  a ho liday, so th a t each 
W .P .A . w o rke r who demon­
s tra ted  was sa c rific in g  8 hours 
of w ork  a t 68 cents an hour, o r 
about $5.50. Despite th is , W .P. 
A . w o rke rs  by the hundreds 
understood th a t i t  was w e ll 
w o rth  th e ir  w h ile  to demon­
s tra te  fo r th e ir demands and 
aga inst R oosevelt's new re lie f­
s lashing proposal and w a r m a­
chine. The unem ployed of M in ­
neapolis and St. Pau l have 
spoken unm is takab ly  fo r  in ­
creased re lie f, fo r bread and 
no t bulle ts.
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bosses’ te rm s. I t  gives the boss 
a free  hand in  sw eating the 
w orkers and slashing th e ir  sa l­
a ries to boost his own unearned 
p ro fits . D estruction  o f the 
trade unions is the usual fasc is t 
answer to decaying ca p ita lism  
—preserve the p ro fits  of the 
bosses by reducing  the liv in g  
standards o f the w orkers.

Contemptuous o f W .P .A.
To the unem ployed, the rad io  

p rie s t o ffe rs  no m ore than he 
does to the w orker. He speaks 
contem ptuously of the W .P.A. 
w o rke r as a dolester and o f the 
W .P .A . as the “ in d u s try  of 
do lesters.”  Coughlin has no 
concrete p rog ram  fo r  pu tting  
the jobless to w ork. Coughlin 
doesn’t  believe “ th a t the gov­
e rnm en t should support the 
peop le " (Social Justice, M a r. 
20, 1939). T h a t means no
W .P .A ., no home re lie f. There 
are some 15,000,000 unem ployed 
in  th is  coun try . They are not 
being absorbed in  p riv a te  in ­
dus try . Coughlin w ould k ick  
them  o ff re lie f and f i re  the 
lucky  few  who s t i l l  re ta in  th e ir  
W .P .A . jobs. H e ’d probab ly  
d ra f t  them  fo r fo rced labor a t 
no sa la ry . Aga in , Coughlin 
ta lks  the language of the Du

One afternoon w h ile  w a itin g  fo r  the m a ll to 
come in  a group of us are ta lk in g  about the 
com ing w a r w hich we agree w il l  be conducted 
in the name o f h u m a n ity  and dem ocracy so 
th a t the U . S. Steel Corp. w il l  not perish  fro m  
the earth , when one guy te lls  us a s to ry  about 
a fr ie n d  o f his who did not feel like  dy ing  fo r 
dear old S tandard O il in  1917.

I t  seems th is  guy was a conscientious ob­
je c to r and tr ie d  to avo id  the d ra ft by ducking 
in a closet o r p re tend ing  like  he never was 
born, and so of course he was soon snatched 
up by the governm ent goon squads w h ich  pa­
tro lle d  the stree ts and made sudden ra ids  on 
homes in  the m idd le  o f the n igh t.

When he is  m arched in to  the tra in in g  cam p, 
th is  b ird  te lls  the Generals he is  u n w illin g  to 
f ig h t aga inst people he has never even heard 
of o r even seen. They th row  h im  in  the jug  to 
w a it fo r  a t r ia l  where he w il l  be charged w ith  
treason and suspicion of being an enemy spy, 
w hich is a joke because he had been a Sunday 
School teacher and a Boy Scout leader fo r 
eleven years back home in  D avenport, Iow a, 
before anybody ever thought th a t the G erm an 
people w ere on ly  itch in g  to s laughte r the en­
tire  w o rld  w ith  th e ir  bare hands.

Th is guy s its  around in  the cooler fo r two 
weeks w a itin g  to be tr ie d  before a m ili ta ry  
ju ry , and a ll the w h ile  he is th in k in g  how can 
he present h is case in  such a w ay as to m ake 
the so ld ie rs see his po in t o f v iew , and he has 
ju s t about g iven up when a knock comes on 
the door and he is to ld  he is about to receive 
sentence and w il l  he oblige by standing up and 
fac ing  the judge. . .

Gets Five Years
So they sentence h im  to five  years o f hard  

labor and assign h im  to a tra in in g  cam p fo r 
w ork bu t he is by th is  tim e  o f ve ry  l it t le  use 
to the a rm y , because he is a ll the tim e  ru n ­
ning around p ick in g  up l it t le  pieces o f paper 
and s tu ffin g  them  in  h is pockets.

E ve ry  tim e  he spots a d iscarded newspaper 
or an o ld  c ig a re t package he rushes over to i t  
and snatches i t  up lik e  a demon and stows i t  
away in  his coat and soon a ll the soldiers 
make fun  o f h im  and d e libe ra te ly  l i t te r  up the 
grounds so as to m ake h im  run  around a ll day 
co llec ting  the papers, and everybody knows 
he is  teched in  the head and soon there de­
velops a k inde r a ttitude  on the p a rt o f the 
soldiers and even some o f the o ffice rs  be­
cause i t  is a p it i fu l s igh t to see th is  poor fe l­
low  become so de lirious  over a m ere  scrap of 
old paper.

A fte r th is  goes on fo r  severa l m onths and 
they rea lize  he is of no use to the a rm y  and 
has about as m uch fu tu re  as a cake of ice, 
they ca ll h im  in  the o ffice  of the G eneral and 
shoot a lo t o f questions a t h im  w hich he e ithe r 
cannot answer o r rep lies to so foo lish ly  th a t 
they decide to d ischarge h im , and te ll h im  he 
can go home and fo rg e t a ll about the a rm y.

W ell, he thanks them  and goes out. On his 
w ay across the b ig  parade grounds there is  a 
bunch o f second lieutenants who have had 
g rea t fu n  w ith  our fr ie n d  teasing the dickens 
out o f h im  w henever they could and when they 
see h im  com ing they th row  a lo t o f scraps of 
paper a ll over the grounds and when he w a lks 
near they ye ll a t h im  and say hey dum be ll, 
here is  a n ice new batch of papers to p ick  up 
but he pays no a tten tion  to them  and proceeds

to w a lk  r ig h t by w ith o u t even so m uch as 
g lancing  a t the papers.

Th is makes them  a l it t le  peeved as you can t 
im ag ine  and they run  a fte r h im  and grab h im  
by the a rm  and say w ha t do you m ean by not 
sa lu ting  the o ffice rs  and w ha t do you mean 
by not p ick in g  up a ll the papers when we te ll 
you?

The Paper He Was Waiting for
The guy ju s t looks a t them  and says, f i r s t  

of a ll, m y fr iends , I  am  no longer in  the a rm y 
and you have no r ig h t to ye ll a t me, and i f  
you do I  w il l  in fo rm  the P res ident of the 
U n ited  States and secondly, m y  ve ry  good 
friends, I  am  no longer in te rested  in  p ick ing  
up l it t le  pieces of paper because I  have a t la s t 
found the one I  am  looking  fo r , and w ith  th is  
he shows them  the d ischarge paper w hich the 
Generals have g iven h im .

W ell .some o f the group thought th is  was a 
p re tty  s m a rt t r ic k  and th a t th is  fe llow  should 
be g iven a m eda l fo r ou tsm arting  the govern­
m ent, bu t ft was agreed upon by severa l o f us 
th a t there a in ’t  going to be no such tr ic k s  as 
th a t a llow ed th is  tim e  and i f  w orkers  do not 
w an t to get sucked in to  a f ig h t in  w h ich  they 
have noth ing  to gain except s ix  fee t o f nice 
brow n earth  or a p a ir  o f cru tches they w ill 
have to be a lo t sm a rte r than the b ird  in  the 
s to ry.

Th is  tim e  the bosses are a ll p repared and 
anyone who hopes to be excused fro m  service 
in  the gang w h ich  is to d ivvy  up the w orld  fo r 
the sole benefit o f the U . S. C ham ber o f Com­
m erce and the G enerals w il l  be th row n  into 
the ju g  pronto and then tr ie d  fo r  treason, the 
pena lty  fo r  w hich is death.

No, try in g  to hide under the bed o r hoping 
th a t the bosses w il l  a llow  you to rem a in  a t 
home ju s t because you are a conscientious ob­
je c to r w il l  no t m ean a th ing , because one guy 
here and another one there w ill be easy p ick ­
ings fo r the specia l squads and the F .B .I. to 
locate and a rres t. B u t i f  the trade  unions and 
the o ther w o rke rs ' o rganizations re s is t and 
demand peace and f ig h t, w e ’l l  get somewhere.

You can bet you r la s t s h ir t  th a t i f  the w o rk ­
ers s it down in  the steel m ills , the coal m ines, 
the ra ilro a d s  and the c lo th ing  shops, the Gen­
era ls w ould have a tough tim e  try in g  to d rag 
the youth of the coun try  o ff to the s laughter.

The bosses w ould be v e ry  happy to isolate 
a ll the in d iv id u a ls  who are aga inst w a r and 
shoot them  one by one in  d a rk  basements, bu t 
i t  is a horse o f a d iffe re n t co lo r when tens of 
thousands of w orkers decide to s tay on a s it- 
down s tr ik e  instead of shooting th e ir  class 
bro thers somewhere in  Europe.

The bosses do not fe a r the lone conscien­
tious ob jec to r because he can be spotted a t 
once—w hat the bosses fe a r is the united action 1 
of the w o rk in g  class, because on ly such action ' 
can p u t a c r im p  in to  the w a r plans.

So i f  you know anybody who does not want'! 
to f ig h t fo r  the p ro fits  of the 60 F a m ilie s , tip  
h im  o ff to th is  l it t le  idea, because otherw ise 
he w il l  be snatched before he has a chance to 
even m ake a sta tem ent. T e ll h im  th a t his 
place is in  the ranks of the w o rk in g  class and 
th a t there  is a rea l job  to be done i f  the w a r 
is to be stopped, and i t  can and w il l  be stopped 
when the w orkers  as a class decide to c lam p 
down on the bosses and th e ir  stooges — the 
Generals. Peace w il l  come about then and 
on ly then.
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on the head w ith  a shovel. 
Rodgers lif te d  another shovel 
to defend h im se lf, whereupon 
he was set upon, tied  hand and 

I foot, to rtu red  and tossed into 
I the r iv e r  fro m  w hich his body 
i was recovered three days 

la te r.
M iss iss ipp i’s D em ocra tic  G ov­

ernor has made no protest, 
m uch less ordered action. N or 
has any w ord been u tte red  on 
the lynch ing  fro m  the head of 
the p a rty  to w h ich  the G over­
nor belongs. P res ident Roose­
ve lt.

O ther Lynchings
The lynch ing  of Rodgers is 

the f i f th  in  these dem ocra tic  
states fo r  1939. I t  fo llowed by 
on ly nine months the lynch ing  
in  th is  same town of Claude 
Banks, on J u ly  21, 1938.

O ther known lynch ings d u r­
ing  1939 a re : W a lte r Lee F ra ­
z ier, shot. E ldorado, A rkansas: 
C harley W illia m s. hanged, 
W oodcliff, G eorg ia : M iles  W. 
B row n (w h ite ), shot, Panam a 
C ity . F lo r id a : Lee Snell, shot, 
D aytona Beach. F lo rid a .

W.A.A. Congress Shuns 
Action Needs o f Jobless

Stalinists Organize "Right to Work Con­
gress" to Whitewash Roosevelt

Provocateur Exposed
Local San F rancisco  has 

expelled W illia m  de la 
Fuente. convicted and ad­
m itted  th ie f of p a rty  funds, 
paid in fo rm e r and provoca­
teur.

D escrip tion : Age 24.
he igh t 5 feet-11 inches, 
w e igh t 155, d a rk  com plexion, 
brown eyes, wears glasses, 
speaks w ith  a s lig h t s tu tte r. 
Speaks Spanish flu e n tly , ap­
pa re n tly  w e ll educated, 
qu ick-w itted , in te res ting  con­
ve rsa tiona lis t, in te rested  in 
m usic, a rt, lite ra tu re . 
C la im s to be a jo u rn a lis t, 
has w orked as c le r ica l w o rk ­
er. C la im s specia l know ­
ledge o f psychology. A t 
tim e  of exposure, M ay 20, 
1939, had broken r ig h t a rm  
in  cast.
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the m orn ing  a t re lig ious ser­
vices. Perhaps the idea was 
they would get fu r th e r by p ra y ­
ing  than by any p lan  th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  had to o ffe r.

L ike  so m any B ig-Business­
men, the S ta lin is ts  ta lk  more 
about economic recovery than 
re lie f: the c lim a x  of the “ Con­
gress”  is to be adoption, no t of 
a fig h tin g  p rog ram  fo r re lie f, 
bu t of a “ reso lu tion on econo­
m ic  re co ve ry .”

N ot a w ord  is being said by 
the W .A.A. leaders about the 
im m ed ia te  prob lem  con fron t­
ing the nea rly  nine hundred 
thousand w orkers a lready fire d  
fro m  W .P.A. ro lls  by the Roose­
v e lt a d m in is tra tion .

M ise ry  Described 
The delegates them selves a t­

tested to the need fo r action 
when, d u ring  the Sunday a fte r­
noon session, they described the 
conditions in  th e ir home com ­
m unities. One a fte r another, 
they to ld  of the m ise ry  and 
s ta rva tion  ex is ting  in  th e ir 
home towns. E ve ry  delegate 
showed th a t the condition o f the 
unem ployed today is worse 
than i t  has ever been, and ra p ­
id ly  g row ing worse.

Y e t, the m a jo r ity  of dele­
gates fo llow ed the S ta lin is t line 
d u tifu lly , no m a tte r how i t  con­
flic te d  w ith  th e ir  statem ents 
about the actua l conditions a t 
home. One, fo r exam ple, ca lled 
re lie f slashers “ Hoover Repub­
licans and G arne r D em ocra ts .”  
No one m entioned R oosevelt’s 
leading ro le  in  s lashing re lie f.

Delegates fro m  the deep 
South described not on ly  m is ­
erable conditions of the unem ­
ployed, b u t the suppression of 
c iv il  libe rtie s , d isc rim in a tio n  
against Negroes, and the union- 
sm ashing a ttitude  o f the local 
po litic ians . B u t th a t these p o li­
tic ians  are p a rt of Roosevelt’s 
dem ocra tic  m achine was not 
once m entioned.

Respond to M ilita n cy  
Obedient to the S ta lin is t 

leaders though they were, these 
delegates responded w i t h  
sto rm s of applause whenever 
the s ligh tes t h in t of m ilita n c y  
was u tte red . When the dele­
gate fro m  Racine, W isconsin, 
to ld  the audience th a t “ we 
come down here no t to theorize 
bu t fo r  a c tio n ,”  the o the r dele­
gates lu s tily  applauded h im .

Another bu rs t o f applause 
cam e when a delegate to ld  how

two hundred were fire d  fro m  
the W .P.A. p ro jects  in  h is lo ­
c a lity , and how they had been 
re insta ted  as the resu lt o f a 
s tr ike .

A w om an delegate fro m  C hi­
cago brought the house down 
when she said, “ We delegates 
ought to  stay here u n til we take 
home som eth ing .”

One a fte r another, the dele­
gates to ld  th e ir s to ry  o f s ta rva ­
tion, m ise ry  and repression in 
the land of the New D eal. B u t 
to the S ta lin is t leaders o f the 
W orkers A lliance , th is  session 
was s im p ly  one fo r the dele 
gates to “ le t o ff s team .”

The sole concrete proposal 
o ffered so fa r  is th a t the “ Con­
g ress”  support the Casey-M ur 
ra y  B il l  fo r  three m illio n  
W .P .A . jobs. Casey addressed 
the “ Congress”  and how se ri­
ously he takes his b ill,  w hicn 
provides fo r  one m illio n  m ore 
jobs than th a t proposed by- 
Roosevelt, is ind ica ted  by the 
fa c t th a t he spent th is  tim e , not 
ta lk in g  about his b ill bu t sing 
ing hosannahs to Roosevelt.

The b il l  on ly  provides a m in ­
im u m  o f $36 a m onth to W .P .A. 
w orkers and even i f  seriously 
pushed does not begin to pro 
vide su ffic ie n t jobs.

M rs . Roosevelt to Speak
F o r the rest, the fu r th e r ses­

sions of the “ Congress”  w il l  be 
g iven over to p re tty  speeche 
fro m  M rs . Roosevelt, and as­
sorted New Deal Congressmen, 
and the like .

Th is  "C ongress”  takes place 
on the eve of Congressional 
consideration of Roosevelt’s 
proposed re lie f budget fo r  the 
year beg inn ing J u ly  1, which 
provides a m a x im u m  o f two 
m illio n  jobs averag ing  over the 
com ing year—w hich  means
1,350,000 less W .P .A . jobs than 
there  were in  N ovem ber. And 
th is  Congress rem ains s ilen t on 
th is  question. Such is the m is 
ru le  o f the S ta lin is t scoundrels 
who ru le  th is  a ffa ir .

Special Offer!
TWO BOUND VO UM ES 

o f the

SOCIALIST APPEAL
1937 and 1938

Both fo r only $3.00—Inc lud­
ing  postage

Th is  25% reduction  holds 
good fo r  on ly  a few  weeks!

E S C A P E  F R O M  T H E  W O R L D ’ S F A I R !

BASEBALL The Marxist Maulers in a Return Match with the 
Studs Lonigan A.C.

Captains Jam es P. Cannon and Jam es T. F a rre ll prom ise a rip -ro a r in g  game

DANCING— REFRESHMENTS

SATURDAY, JUNE 10 HECKSCHER FOUNDATION
8 P .M . 104th S treet and 5th Ave.

SW IM M ING--Exclusive Use of the Pool
No ex tra  charge—B rin g  bath ing  caps.

A dm iss ion : 85c— Special p rice  to Y ipsels 
Proceeds go to the A m erican  Fund fo r P o lit ic a l P risoners  and Refugees

Ponts and the M organs—not 
the language o f the jobless.

Coughlin is vague as to how 
he w ould solve the prob lem s of 
the youth. He has p len ty  of 
c rocodile  tears fo r  them —b u t no 
p rog ram . Tears  w on’t  enable 
the youth to bu ild  fo r  the fu ­
tu re , m a rry , o r become self- 
respecting and se lf-supporting  
citizens.

Vague on P lans
Coughlin is purposely vague 

in  ou tlin ing  h is fu tu re  plans. I f  
he set down his rea l p rog ram  
in  cold type, he w ould ga in  not 
one single adherent am ong the 
w orkers, em ployed o r unem ­
ployed. H is  goal is  the fasc is t 
state on the Ita lia n  sty le . U n ­
der th is  system , the w o rke r has 
no rig h ts , no hope, no fu tu re . 
He is tied  to his jo b : m ust w o rk  
the num ber o f hours and a t the 
k ind  o f w o rk  he is to ld  to w o rk ; 
in  re tu rn  he gets w ha t the boss 
sees f i t  to pay h im . He has no 
means o f p ro test; bu t m us t ac­
cept in  silence. O therw ise he 
goes to a concentra tion  cam p. 
E m p ty  phrases, crocodile  tears 
—but no constructive  p rog ram . 
Th is is w ha t C oughlin o ffe rs  to 
the w orkers , the jobless and 
the youth.

In  con trast, the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  proposes a m il i­
ta n t p ro g ra m  o f action. The 
S.W.P. says to the w o rke r: You 
w an t a liv in g  annual wage. 
Good. You have a r ig h t to th a t 
wage, bu t no one is going to 
g ive i t  to you unless you f ig h t 
fo r it .  Y ou r best weapon in  
th a t f ig h t is you r union. B u ild  
and defend your union. S treng­
then the bonds of u n ity  w ith  a ll 
w orkers , regardless of creed, 
race, o r n a tio n a lity . T he ir 
p rob lem s are your problem s. 
Together you can solve them . 
D isun ited , you ’re licked  before 
you s ta rt.

F o r W orkers A ction  
When the bosses say they 

ca n ’t  a ffo rd  to pay a liv in g  
wage, then le t the w orkers  take  
over in d u s try  and run  i t  th e m ­
selves. E le c t shop com m ittees. 
D em and the r ig h t to  Inspect the 
com pany's books. Force  the 
cu ttin g  of the $50,000 and $100,- 
000 sa la ries of the bosses. F o rm  
defense guards to p ro tec t your 
unions and your r ig h t to s tr ike .

To the unem ployed, the 
S.W .P. says: D em and jobs, 
and organize in to  unions to en­
force your demands. In s is t th a t 
W .P .A . be expanded, no t c u r­
ta iled . Dem and $30 fo r 30 hours 
a week. D em and a cessation 
of the squandering of b illions  
of do lla rs  fo r  the com ing boss

w a r and the d ive rs ion  o f th is  
m oney in to  productive  chan­
nels. A ll  w a r funds to the un­
em ployed. I f  p r iva te  in d u s try  
cannot h ire  the jobless, and the 
governm ent cannot p rovide  su f­
fic ie n t jobs fo r them , then fo rce  
the opening of id le  fac to ries  un­
der w o rke rs ' contro l.

To the youth, the S.W.P. 
says: The in te rests o f the 
‘ locked out gene ra tion ’ a re  
iden tica l w ith  those of the 
w o rke r and the jobless. Y our 
fu tu re  depends on an expand­
ing  econom y. I f  the present 
economy is so senile th a t i t  
cannot fin d  a place fo r  your 
ta len ts , then th a t economy 
m us t be changed. The f ir s t  
step in  b rin g in g  about th a t 
change is e xp rop ria tion  of 
A m e rica 's  S ix ty  F a m ilie s .

W orkers are no t accustom ed 
to hav ing  favo rs  handed them  
on s ilv e r p la tte rs . W hatever 
th e y ’ve gotten in the past, 
th e y ’ve won th rough  th e ir  own 
m ilita n c y . M ore m ilita n c y , 
m ore de te rm ina tion , m ore  m i l i ­
ta n t trade  unions—th is  is the 
w ay to f ig h t the lengthening de­
pression and safeguard your 
r ig h t to  a decent liv in g .

East Side Branch 
Organizes Anti- 
Fascist Campaign

The Low er E a s t Side B ranch  
of the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , 
Loca l N ew  Y o rk , is w e ll on its  
w ay in  the c ity -w ide  cam paign 
to com bat an ti-sem itism  and 
fasc ism . W ork ing  fro m  its  lo ­
cal headquarte rs a t 163 N o r­
fo lk  S treet, the branch has be­
gun a series of open a ir  m eet­
ings, held every  M onday and 
F r id a y  evening. The meetings 
are held a t N o rfo lk  and Delan- 
cey Streets, and R iv ing ton  and 
C lin ton  Streets.

P o in ting  ou t the menace of 
advancing fasc ism  in  the 
U n ited  States, the m em bers of 
the b ranch are ag ita tin g  
am ong the w orkers  of the E ast 
Side fo r the need of bu ild ing  a 
w orke rs ' defense guard as the 
on ly  answer to the fascis t 
th rea t.

In  add ition  to the open a ir 
m eetings, lea fle ts  and lite ra ­
tu re  d is tr ib u tio n  th a t the 
branch has planned, there w il l  
be re g u la r m eetings a t the 
headquarters. A ll people who 
are in te rested  in  jo in in g  the 
cam paign aga inst an ti-sem it­
ism  and fasc ism  are urged to 
get in  touch w ith  the loca l p a r­
ty  headquarters.

A  Round of Applause for 
The Yipsel Drama Group

L a s t S a turday n ig h t the New 
Y o rk  D iv is ion  of the Young 
People ’s S oc ia lis t League p ro ­
vided an audience th a t f il le d  
the C u ltu ra l Center w ith  a rea l 
th r i l l .  Faced w ith  innum erab le  
obstacles, the Y .P .S .L . D ram a 
Group nevertheless p u t over a 
m oving  and d ra m a tic  presen­
ta tion  o f Irw in  Shaw’s an ti-w a r 
p lay "B u ry  the D ead”  whch 
le ft every  one in  the audience 
m ore than pleased a t having  
come.

A few  yards of d rape ry , a 
p lank, and a corner o f the Cul­
tu ra l Center were a ll they had 
fo r stage and set. Y e t, they 
managed to convey the rea lism  
and h o rro r o f trench  life . A ll 
bu t one o r tw o had never be­
fo re  appeared in  a stage. Y e t, 
they made re a l and po ignant 
the s to ry  o f dead m en risen 
aga inst the h o rro r o f w a r. They 
were im p e rfe c tly  rehearsed 
(they were able to sandw ich in

on ly  one or tw o rehearsals be­
tween o ther Y ipse l a c tiv itie s ), 
m u ffed  lines here o r there, 
were obviously nervous a t th e ir 
f i r s t  a ttem p t, ye t they p e r­
fo rm ed  com m endably.

E v e ry  m em ber of the cast 
deserves a round of applause: 
Abe H a rt, S tanley Jobes, Joe 
B ra d y , H en ry  Addis, M anny 
W ein, M a r tin  H a rvey , A r ty  
Fox, E d ith  Shorr, E a r l Cole­
m an, A rlene  M ontauk, Saul 
S ilve rm an , S y lv ia  Shw artz, 
B e rt Bender, Connie H am m ett. 
And an e x tra  round o f applause 
fo r  the d ire c to r, M a r tin  Eden, 
and the techn ica l s ta ff, B e rt 
G ero ld  and Bob Chester.

I t  is  to be hoped th a t the 
D ram a  Group w il l  now p lan a 
series of perform ances in  v a r i­
ous pa rts  o f the c ity , and th a t 
they w il l  be allow ed m ore tim e  
to prepare  the presenta tion  of 
th is  and o ther plans. The Group 
has a g rea t fu tu re  before it .

Fascism and Big Business 
The New International 

S o c i a l i s t  A p p e a l
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A Job and a decent living for every worker.

$. Open the Idle factories—operate them under 
workers’ control.

S. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly maximum for ail workers on 
all Jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

7. All war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.
10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks.

Minnesota Acts
Labor in Minneapolis, and in its Tw in  City 

sister, St. Paul, has set the pace more than once 
fo r the working class movement o f this coun­
try. This is especially true of the teaming crafts, 
who have ¡blazed a tra il for lalior progress 

throughout the Northwest.
True to this tradition was the militant demon­

stration of 5,000 workers in the Tw in Cities 
which took place last week and is reported else­
where in this issue. The workers manifested 
their determination not to lie down quietly while 
the cynical ruling class and its legislative agents 
continue to cut the relief scale to the bone and 
to throw additional thousands off the rolls every 
month.

The unemployed— the millions o f them who 
continue to suffer after almost ten years o f the 
crisis— have no way out of their increasing mis­
ery save by fighting aggressively in an organized 
manner. They are faced literally with a fight 
for life. Passivity, crawling, whining, begging 
for favors, hoping for miracles— those w ill only 
result in reducing them to ever lower levels.

I t ’s organized, militant struggle— or starva­
tion.

I f  the Stassens and Roosevelts, the Repub­
licans or Democrats, do not encounter stormy 
resistance from the unemployed, they w ill just 
continue to cut and cut and cut, so that capitalist 
profits and the war machine may grow and grow 
and grow. Nothing can be expected from the 
rival relief-cutters.

The workers— employed and unemployed— 
must take things into their own hands. No one 
w ill save them from wretchedness hut them­
selves. Let them mobilize their invincible 
strength to :

Open the idle factories!
A ll war funds to the unemployed!
A Twenty-Billion Dollar Public Works and 

Housing program!
A  job and a decent living for every worker!
Expropriate the 60 Families!

Refugees in Cuba
There are few more harrowing stories of an­

guish and persecution than that o f more than 
900 Jewish refugees from Germany —  men, 
women and children— who are kept in the purga­
tory o f the liner Saint Louis in Atlantic waters, 
between the inferno o f fascist Germany, from 
which they were driven, and what they hoped 
was the paradise o f Cuba, which has refused to 
admit them.

From the Nazi swine, the Jewish victims of 
the “ Aryan supermen”  expected nothing but 
what they got. But they did look forward to the 
government o f Cuba to provide them with a 
haven. They thought that Cuba, unlike Ger­
many, was a “ modern democracy”  where racial 
discrimination and anti-Semitism were not to l­
erated. Instead they found a regime which re­
pulsed them with the same brutality with which 
they were driven from Nazi Germany.

The Daily Worker feels rather embarrassed 
by the whole incident. Not so much for the sake 
o f the refugees, but because it puts the new 
Stalinist hero, Col. Fulgencio Batista, m ilitary 
dictator o f the “ Cuban democracy,”  in a das­
tardly light. A ll they find it possible to say 
about the Cuban regime is this— referring to 
the anti-Semitic campaign o f the reactionary

Havana press: “ Under this pressure, Cuban o f­
ficials unfortunately weakened and rescinded the 
original order of admission.”

They unfortunately weakened— these brave, 
tough m ilitary heroes of democracy ! They 
weren't weak when they murdered scores o f rev­
olutionary workers and students. They weren’t 
weak when their machine-guns, pistols and 
sabres mowed down their radical opponents. But 
“ unfortunately”  they were weak when the anti- 
Semitic jackals began to howl.

Do not think for a moment that the Stalinists 
w ill therefore weaken in their love and admira­
tion fo r Batista. Not at all. They’ll continue to 
burn incense before him. They’ll continue to 
send hacks like Mike Gold to write drunken pae­
ans o f publicity about the delights and charms 
o f Batista’s rule.

Why? Because Batista is one o f Roosevelt’s 
good boys. Why? Because Roosevelt is for a 
new W ar for Democracy and so are the Stal­
inists.

And what, in the face o f the Interests of De­
mocracy, does the fate o f a few hundred miser­
able refugees amount to?

Mooney and Beal
Tom Mooney spent some o f the best years of 

his life in a California penitentiary. He was 
railroaded to prison by the reactionary “ open 
shop”  interests on the West Coast in one o f the 
most abominable frame-ups known to modern 
history. He was set free when the protesting 
voices of the workers in this country and else­
where could no longer be ignored.

A few thousand miles from Mooney’s old 
prison cell, clear across the country, sits another 
victim of frame-up justice. He is the courag­
eous, militant textile worker, Fred E. Beal. He 
was one o f the fearless pioneers who sought to 
bring unionism to the bitterly exploited workers 
o f the South. He led that magnificent strike 
struggle o f the North Carolina textile slaves in 
Gastonia about ten years ago. The Bourbons de­
termined to get h im ; and they did. Like Mooney, 
Fred Beal was railroaded to prison on a 
trumped-up charge.

The difference between the Mooney and Beal 
cases lies in the fact that Beal is being kept in 
ja il not only by the textile barons, but with the 
connivance o f the Communist party and its d irty 
hirelings. The Stalinists cannot forgive him for 
having expressed himself so frankly and critical­
ly about conditions in the Soviet Union which 
he was able to observe while he lived and worked 
there. They have been engaged in actively sab­
otaging any effort to obtain Beal’s release. They 
have cynically trampled underfoot the most ele­
mentary principles o f labor solidarity.

Mooney now is free. Fred Beal is not. We 
would like to see Tom Mooney, the most re­
nowned class-war prisoner of our time in this 
country, raise his voice in a call to all labor to 
fight fo r Beal’s freedom.

The W ar D epa rtm en t announces the aw ard  of a 
con trac t ca llin g  fo r  814 a rm y  tru cks , to cost over 
$1,000,000. T h is  is the la rges t s ing le  con trac t fo r 
m o to r vehic les made in  a num ber of years. The 
one and one-half ton tru cks  w il l  be used by N a­
tio n a l G uard  un its  a ll ove r the coun try  fo r  qu ick  
m ob iliza tion  and ra p id  tra nspo rta tion  in  any em er­
gency. T h a t is, w henever the w orkers  get the idea 
o f s tr ik in g  fo r  be tte r w o rk ing  conditions.

"Good Neighbors"
Speaking at a dinner for 1,500 prominent 

business men at the W orld's Fair, Secretary of 
Commerce Harry L. Hopkins clarified for their 
benefit what President Roosevelt means by his 
“ good neighbor”  policy in Latin America.

He described in detail the lucrative fields of 
investment south o f the Rio Grande, and the 
need for increasing economic penetration of 
those fields.

But the United States must recognize the 
rights and the feelings o f the inhabitants of 
these countries to make their own laws and con­
trol their economic development. 'Hence the 
“ good neighbor" policy: greater domestic man­
agement of foreign-financed enterprises in Latin 
America, a domestic management which w ill 
welcome the “ participation”  o f United States 
imperialism.

The agreement signed recently by Roosevelt 
and Dictator Sornoza o f Nicaragua exemplifies 
the general policy described by Hopkins.

Instead o f subduing the Latin American peo­
ple by armed force imposed from the outside in 
the shape o f battleships and marines as has been 
only too frequently the procedure in the past, 
local murderers like Sornoza —  bloody violent 
dictators thirsty for Uncle Sam’s patronage— 
will be furnished w ith arms and financial sup­
port to reduce their country to the status o f a 
company town dominated by United States im ­
perialism. This is the long-range program de­
scribed by Hopkins.

When Roosevelt says “ good neighbors” he 
means good colonies.

Stalin’s Decree on Agriculture Is 
Indication of Conditions in USSR

Pointing to the Growth of "Landlord Peasants" at the 
Expense of the Collectives, the Decree Exposes an Om­
inous and Widening Crack in Stalinized Soviet Economy

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
a ce rta in  fa rm  the shortage of 
labor caused by the m em bers 
engaged in  in d iv id u a l en te r­
prise had resu lted in  fa ilu re  to 
bu ild  the necessary fa rm  s tru c ­
tu res, in  a llow ing  m own hay to 
ro t in  the fie lds  and in  necessi­
ta tin g  a cost of 12,000 rubles 
fo r ca ttle  feed. As a re su lt the 
g rea t bu lk  o f honest co llec tive  
fa rm  m em bers received only 
90 rub les each fo r a y e a r ’s 
w o rk  w h ile  one ‘pseudo co llec­
tive  fa rm e r ’ earned m ore than 
th a t by a day 's  w o rk  re p a irin g  
som ebody’s po rch .”  (R epa iring  
whose porch, by the way? Cer­
ta in ly  no t the honest co llec tive  
fa rm e rs , who h a d n 't earned 
enough to pay fo r the repa irs .)

T H E  R E A L  E X T E N T  
OF C O LLE C T IV IZA T IO N

H ow deep and w idespread 
the ind iv idua lized  fa rm in g  has 
become is even m ore s tr ik in g ­
ly  shown by the proposals in  
the decree fo r co rrection . A 
m in im u m  num ber o f w o rk  days 
to be spent on the co llec tive  
fa rm , as against days on in d i­
v id u a l hold ings, is set. P re ­
sum ab ly  th is  m in im u m  is w e ll 
over the num ber now being 
spent, else there w ould be no 
p o in t to the decree. In  m ost 
sections, accord ing to the 
Times- repo rt, the m in im u m  is 
e igh ty  days; s ix ty  days in  the 
northern  and ce n tra l d is tr ic t: 
and a hundred in  the cotton 
g row ing  regions.

These figu res are in  the 
h ighest degree rem arkab le . 
Leav ing  aside the fa rm s  w hich 
are no t ye t co llec tiv ized  even 
in  nam e, they mean th a t even

i f  the no rm  o f the decree is 
fu lf il le d , the a lleged ly co lle c ti­
v ized a g ricu ltu re  o f the Soviet 
U nion, the g rea t “ tr iu m p h  of 
S ta lin is t re a lis m .”  w ould be in  
a c tu a lity  on ly  a fo u rth  o r a 
f if th  co llectiv ized. There is no 
other w ay to in te rp re t the f ig ­
ures. W hatever the lega l fo rm s 
em ployed, i f  the a g ric u ltu ra l 
popula tion spends on ly  a fo u rth  
o r a f i f th  o f its  w o rk ing  tim e  
(ev iden tly  m uch less, in  fa c t) 
a t co lle c tiv is t p roduction and 
the res t a t in d iv id u a l p roduc­
tion, then a g ricu ltu re  is on ly 
to th a t exten t co llec tive .

Th is seems a curious state 
o f a ffa irs  fo r a coun try  where 
socia lism  has a lready, we are 
to ld, been d e fin ite ly  achieved 
and where there are no classes. 
I t  seems, also, a ra th e r nega­
tive  resu lt to have achieved 
a fte r the w ip ing  ou t of five  or 
ten m illio n  peasants in  o rde r 
to com plete the S ta lin is t p ro ­
g ram  of co llec tiv iza tion .

TER R O R  NO SU BSTITU TE 
FO R  M A C H IN E R Y

As a pena lty  fo r v io la tio n  of 
the decree, expulsion is p ro ­
vided. “ Th is  decree w il l  f i t  in  
w ith  the p rog ram  th a t the gov­
e rnm ent has a lready  launched 
fo r tra n sp o rtin g  peasants to 
sparse ly populated regions, es­
pec ia lly  the Volga and the F a r 
E a s t.”  Once m ore the te rr ib le  
fa te  of being d rive n  to the 
wastelands by the w hips o f the 
G .P .U . hangs over the  peasants 
who come in to  the d is favo r of 
the bureaucracy.

Tw o considerations come a t 
once to m ind a fte r re flec tion  
upon th is  new decree. In  the

f ir s t  p lace, i t  proves once again 
—w hat, in  tru th , needs no m ore 
p roof—th a t the a g r ic u ltu ra l 
p rob lem  cannot be solved bu­
re a u c ra tica lly . N o t a ll the de­
crees o f the K re m lin  nor a ll the 
guns and iso la tors o f the G .P .U . 
can in  the long run  get any­
where. The peasants re tu rn  to 
th e ir  in d iv id u a l p lots not, as 
the T im es correspondent im a g ­
ines, because of " th e  age-old 
in s tin c t fo r  p riva te  p ro f it , ”  but 
because of the fr ig h t fu l m is ­
m anagem ent o f the co llectives 
by the cen tra l and loca l bu­
reaucracy, because o f the fa i l ­
ure to p rovide su ffic ie n t o f the 
m ach ine ry  upon w h ich  la rge- 
scale a g ricu ltu re  depends, and 
because o f the en tire  fa ilu re  to 
g ive the peasants an adequate 
re tu rn  in  m anufactu red  goods. 
I t  is the d isp roportion  and 
breakdown in  Sovie t economy 
and p o lity  gene ra lly  th a t b rings 
about the revers ion  in  a g ricu l­
tu re  to m ore p r im it iv e  fo rm s.

A t the same tim e , the condi­
tions ind ica ted  by the decree 
ind ica te  a w idening and om in ­
ous c ra ck  in  the Sovie t econo­
m y. The m ore  successful of 
the in d iv id u a lly  opera ting  peas­
ants (above a ll, the " la n d lo rd  
peasants”  so casua lly  re fe rred  
to in  the decree) are m em bers 
o f a class, a class a lien  to the 
p ro le ta r ia t and capable in  a 
tim e  o f open c ris is  o f becom ing 
the backbone o f a rev is ion is t 
m ovem ent. The ce n tr ifu g a l 
forces in  Soviet life , present in  
any case fro m  the na tu re  o f the 
coun try  and its  Iso la tion  bu t 
fostered and advanced by S ta l­
in ism , s tra in  ever c loser to  v io ­
le n t explosion.

Letters Show How Spain’s Cause 
Was Sacrificed and for W hat

T h a t S ta lin  was d ire c tly  re ­
sponsible fo r  the su ic ida l po licy  
imposed on the Spanish w o rk ­
ers and peasants is now  proven 
by le tte rs  lay ing  down th a t po l­
ic y  and signed by S ta lin  h im ­
self, sent to the then P re m ie r 
C aballero  and now released by 
C aba lle ro ’s associate, Lu is  A ra ­
quis ta in .

Published in  facs im ile  in  the 
New Y o rk  T im es, June 4, S ta l­
in ’s le tte rs  revea l th a t the pol­
icy  o f keeping Azana and other 
tra ito rs  in  power, appeasing 
the C ham berla in  and D a lad ie r 
governm ents, g iv ing  the fa c ­
to ries and land back”  to the 
treacherous cap ita lis ts  and 
landowners and thus crush ing 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  enthusiasm  o f 
the masses, was d ic ta ted  to  the 
L o ya lis t governm ent by S ta lin , 
under th re a t o f cu ttin g  o ff the 
sk im py R ussian supplies i f  
S ta lin 's  o rders were no t obeyed.

The m ost im p o rta n t le tte r 
was w ritte n  D ecem ber 21, 1936, 
a t a tim e  when the re vo lu tion ­
a ry  strugg le  aga inst F ranco 
was s t i l l  strong. The fac to ries  
were then in  the hands o f the 
w o rke rs ' com m ittees, the land 
had been seized and was being 
til le d  by the peasants’ co llec­
tives and councils, the w o rke rs ’ 
m ilit ia s  were s t i l l  the backbone 
of the arm ed forces, and even 
though they fo rm a lly  sa t in  the 
governm ent, no rea l power was 
being w ie lded by the bourgeois- 
Azanas and B a rrios  who had 
fa c ilita te d  F ra n co ’s ris in g  and 
who w ere ready to y ie ld  to h im . 
S ta lin ’s le tte r demanded a re ­
versa l of a ll these revo lu tion ­
a ry  measures aga inst F ranco :
D ESTRO Y R EV O LU T IO N ,
WAS S T A L IN ’S D E M A N D

“ I t  is above a ll necessary , 
tha t the governm ent should 
be assured of the continuance 
o f Azana and h is group In 
pow er, doing eve ry th ing  pos­
sible to help them  overcom e 
th e ir hesita tion . T h is  is  nec­
essary in  o rder to prevent 
the enemies of Spain fro m  
considering her as a C om m u­
n is t repub lic , and to fo res ta ll 
thus th e ir open in te rven tion , 
w h ich  constitu tes the g rea t­
est danger fo r repub lican 
Spain.”
Thus ordered S ta lin . He was 

obeyed. W ith  the resu lt th a t 
Azana's group used th e ir gov­
e rnm enta l power to be tray  the 
cause of L o y a lis t Spain, f in a lly  
going openly over to su rrender­
ing  to F ranco. The same 
Azana-S ta lin is t com bination  ac­
cepted the “ non -in te rven tion " 
fraud  w hich d ire c tly  fa c ilita te d  
the in te rven tion  o f G erm any 
and Ita ly .

S ta lin  ordered the fac to ries  
and land re tu rned  to the Span­
ish and fo re ign  bourgeoisie. 
The on ly decrees sp e c ifica lly  
proposed by S ta lin  fo r  the peas­
a n try , s ig n if ica n tly , re fe r to 
“ the question o f taxes” —in

other words, instead o f g iv ing  
them  the land, the  peasants 
w ere to ge t the usual bourgeois 
panacea of “ m ore equ itab le ”  
taxes.

As fo r  the fac to ries , S ta lin  
declared:

“ I t  w ould be necessary to 
a ttra c t to the side of the gov­
e rnm en t the sm a ll and m idd le  
bourgeoisie o r, in  any event, 
to g ive them  the poss ib ility  of 
ta k in g  a neu tra l position, fa ­
vorab le  to the governm ent, 
p ro tecting  them  aga inst a t­
tem pts a t confiscation and 

^guaranteeing them , w ith in  
possible l im its , freedom  of 
trade . O therw ise these groups 
w il l  become fasc is ts .”
The “ m idd le  bourgeo is ie "— 

i.e ., the na tive  in d u s tr ia l over- 
lo rds—were a lready  fascis t, 
and re tu rn in g  them  to th e ir  eco­
nom ic power enabled them  to 
sabotage L o ya lis t s trugg le  
against F ranco. And to en­
force th is  po licy , S ta lin ’s agents 
crushed and assassinated and 
im prisoned the flo w e r of the 
Spanish p ro le ta r ia t.
S T A L IN ’S "T H E O R Y ”  TO 
JU S T IF Y  CO UNTER- 
R E V O LU T IO N

In  advancing th is  counter­
re vo lu tiona ry  p rog ram , S ta lin  
em bellished i t  by a “ th e o re ti­
c a l”  in troduc tion : th a t “ the 
Spanish revo lu tion  plots its  
course, d iffe re n t fro m  m any 
v iew poin ts fro m  the course fo l­
lowed by Russia. Th is  is de­
te rm ined  by the d iffe rence  in 
socia l, h is to rica l and geograph i­
ca l conditions and by the needs 
of the In te rna tiona l s itua tion , 
d iffe re n t fro m  those the Russian 
revo lu tion  had to contend w ith .”  
Just p rec ise ly  w hat are these 
d ifferences? S ta lin  does not

TH IS  IR IS H M A N  
STOOD H IS  GROUND
E d ito r:

I  w ent down to W ashington 
and Essex S treets w ith  three 
o ther com rades and s ta rted  to 
se ll Appeals. A long comes a 
b ig  Ir is h  cop and te lls  m e to 
move on because I  can ’t  sell 
there since I 'm  “ d is tu rb in g  the 
people going by and ye llin g  too 
m uch .”  I  answer h im  by s ta t­
ing th a t I  have the r ig h t to sell 
because I  had a p e rm it to  sell 
on the streets.. He answers th a t 
he doesn’t  care i f  I  have a per­
m it. Then he w ent fu r th e r and 
said th a t no Ir ish m a n  can sell 
the Socia list Appeal fro m  M os­
cow ( ! )  and (me being an 
Ir ish m a n ) I ’d be tte r move on 
or he ’d p u ll me in. I  cam e back 
a t h im  w ith  the B il l  o f R ights 
and the C onstitu tion and said 
I ’d have h im  investigated. 
Then I  pu lled ou t a pencil and 
paper and asked fo r  h is nam e

say. H is ponderous genera liza­
tion  m e re ly  provides the peg to 
conclude th a t “ the p a rlia m e n ­
ta ry  w a y ” —i.e ., bourgeois road 
—is best fo r  Spain.

N ot “ the needs of the in te r­
na tiona l s itu a tio n ”  were served 
by th is  v ic ious tra ve s ty  of 
M a rx ism , bu t the needs of 
S ta lin ’s B onapartis t c lique , who 
fe a r no th ing in  the w o rld  so 
m uch as the fresh  b reath  w h ich  
w ould flow  in to  Russia fro m  a 
successful p ro le ta ria n  revo lu ­
tion  elsewhere.

In  p resenting S ta lin 's  le tte r 
A raqu is ta in  seeks to absolve 
C aballero  fro m  respons ib ility  
fo r  co llabo ra ting  in  th is  fou l 
po licy . The tru th  is ve ry  d if ­
fe ren t. S ta lin ’s le tte rs  were 
sent to C aballero  when, as 
P re m ie r of L o y a lis t Spain, he 
was w o rk ing  hand in  glove w ith  
the S ta lin is ts , when the S ta lin ­
is t press was p ro c la im in g  Ca­
ba lle ro  In te rn a tio n a lly  as the 
"Span ish  L e n in ”  and he in  tu rn  
had de livered in to  S ta lin is t 
hands the con tro l o f the Span­
ish S ocia lis t Y outh , the .U.G.T. 
(G eneral W orkers U n ion ), the 
key positions in  the arm ed 
forces, etc. O nly by re ca llin g  
the id e n tity  between C aballero 
and his associates and the S ta l­
in is ts  a t th a t tim e  can one un­
derstand the frankness w ith  
w hich S ta lin  tra n sm itte d  his 
"a d v ic e ”  signed by- h is  own 
hand.

The ra ts  a re fa llin g  out 
am ong them selves. They are 
te llin g  the tru th  about each 
o ther. The te r r ib le  defeat in 
Spain is a w a rn in g : free  yo u r­
selves fro m  the strang leho ld  of 
S ta lin ism , w orkers, o r you w ill 
share the fa te  o f the Spanish 
people.

and num ber. A crow d had 
gathered and were w ith  me 
against the cop. A few  w o rk ­
ers ye lled  ou t th a t i f  i t  was 
Social Justice o r the Apnerlcan 
i t  w ould be o. k. He asked fo r  
m y  p e rm it and s ta rted  looking 
i t  over. Then he ca lled  another 
cop fo r a b ra in  tru s t session.

About 100 people were c row d ­
ing  around and the cops asked 
me to please stop ta lk in g  loud 
as I  was a ttra c tin g  too m uch 
atten tion . D u ring  a ll th is  I  was 
se lling  the Appeal and shouting 
our slogans against Fascism  
and how to f ig h t i t  w ith  W ork­
ers Defense G uards. F in a lly , 
the two cops came out o f th e ir  
huddle and to ld  me i t  was o.k. 
to se ll.

Then they went aw ay and 
m any w orkers comm ended me 
fo r m y stand aga inst the cops. 
M any o f the w orkers bought 
Appeals.

C om radely.
Boston J. T.

WORKERS’ FORUM

On June 1 the A d m in is tra tio n  com pleted a very 
shrewd pa rtisan  m aneuver by fo rc in g  a record 
vote in  the House o f R epresentatives on the Tow n­
send P lan. There are p robab ly  less than a dozen 
Congressmen who re a lly  fa v o r the Townsend P lan . 
H owever, in  m any sections o f the coun try , espec­
ia lly  in  New E ng land and the M idd le  West, the 
R epublicans found i t  convenient and even neces­
sa ry  to m ake an oppo rtun is tic  b id  la s t au tum n fo r  
the support o f Townsend’s fo llow ers . D u rin g  the 
e lection cam paign, R epublican candidates pledged 
them selves, openly o r by im p lica tio n , to the P lan.

The expectation of the R epublicans was doubt 
less th a t a day of reckon ing  on the pledge could 
be in d e fin ite ly  postponed. The P lan  could, in  ac­
cordance w ith  a usual custom , be bu ried  in  Com­
m ittee . O r. a t w ors t, i f  i t  came to the flo o r, the 
cow a rd ly  m ethod o f avo id ing  a record vote, now 
com m on in  the House, could be em ployed.

B u t here was an o ppo rtun ity  made to o rde r fo r 
a ll sections o f the D em ocra tic  P a rty , cons titu ting  
a m a jo r ity . The R epublicans have been try in g  to 
m ake b ig  propaganda on the issue o f “ econom y” . 
They are also, m any o f them , pledged to the  huge 
“ extravagance ”  o f the Townsend P lan . V e ry  w e ll. 
Force  a record vote on the P lan . Then the Repub­
licans are in  a pe rfec t d ile m m a : i f  they vote 
aga inst the P lan , they have broken th e ir  pledges 
and lose the Townsendite support; i f  they vote fo r 
it ,  they explode th e ir  own economy issue.

The p a rlia m e n ta ry  jockey ing  w ent on fo r  weeks. 
The record vote was fo rced ; and, since the d ile m ­
m a was genuine, there is no doubt th a t by i t  the 
R epublicans were th row n  fo r a loss.

The Times Is Morally Indignant
The P lan  rece ived 97 a ff irm a tiv e  votes, in c lud ­

ing  one-th ird  o f the R epublican votes in  the House. 
The New Y o rk  T im es the nex t m o rn ing  devoted 
its  lead e d ito r ia l to the outcom e. “ The Townsend 
P lan  B i l l , ”  the T im es begins, "has  been defeated 
in  the House by a vote o f 302 to 97, and the coun­
t r y  is doubtless expected to breathe eas ie r.”  The 
T im es dism isses the P lan  its e lf w ith  an economic 
flo u r is h : “ The Townsend P lan  is u tte r ly  fan tas tic . 
I t  w ould ca ll fo r  an as tronom ica l expend itu re  by 
the F edera l G overnm ent in  the neighborhood of 
$20,000,000,000 a year. I f  any a tte m p t were made 
to ra ise such a sum  by ta xa tion  i t  w ould  lead to 
econom ic chaos.”

B u t th is  econom ic a rgum ent 1s, as often, no t de­
c is ive  fo r  the T im es. I t  is to a m o ra l a rgum ent 
aga inst the P lan  th a t the T im es m akes its  fin a l 
appeal. The po in t is w e ll w o rth  pondering :

“ Even i f  the p lan were w orkab le  i t  w ould im ­
pose a m onstrously u n fa ir  d is tr ib u tio n  o f incom e. 
I t  w ould p lace c rush ing  taxes on our population 
w ith  its  average per cap ita  incom e o f about $550 
a year in  o rde r th a t less than one-tenth o f th a t 
popu la tion  should receive per cap ita  incom es of 
$2,400 a y e a r.”

The in jus tice  o f such incom e arrangem ents Is, 
apparen tly , se lf-ev iden t to the ed ito rs o f the 
T im es.

Let Not the Right Hand . . .
B u t the ed ito rs  o f the T im es fa ile d , perhaps, to 

read c a re fu lly  the contents o f th e ir  own paper 
th a t m orn ing . I f  they had tu rned  to a page preced 
ing  th a t on w h ich  th e ir e d ito r ia l appeared, they 
would have found an in s tru c tive  news re p o rt deal­
ing  w ith  incom es fo r  the yea r 1937.

There  they w ould have d iscovered th a t fo r  the 
year 1937 fo rty -n ine  ind iv id u a ls  in  the U n ited  
States reported  to the T reasu ry  D epa rtm ent net 
incomes in  excess of one m illio n  do lla rs . When i t  
is  reca lled  th a t the ne t incom e fig u re  is a rr iv e d  a t 
a fte r a hundred and one deductions fo r  taxes, con­
tr ib u tio n s , exem ptions, c red its , pseudo-losses and 
a ll the o ther devices though t up by h igh-priced 
law yers, the excess over one m illio n  do lla rs  m ust 
be v e ry  considerable indeed. One in d iv id u a l, even 
w ith  a ll deductions, reported  a ne t incom e o f over 
five  m illio n  do lla rs  fo r  th a t year.

Now, i f  we app ly  the ve ry  same reasoning th a t 
the T im es used in  p rov ing  the Townsend P lan  u n ­
jus t, we seem to be led inexo rab ly  to a re m a rk ­
able conclusion.

The m illio n -d o lla r-p lu s  incomes are a d m itte d ly  
possible because of ca p ita lism , o r w ha t the T im es 
som etim es ca lls  the "sys te m  o f free  en te rp rise ” . 
So, using the a rgum en t o f the e d ito ria l, we are 
com pelled to say: “ E ven  i f  ca p ita lism  w ere w o rk ­
able i t  w ould impose a m onstrously u n fa ir  d is ­
tr ib u tio n  o f incom e. I t  w ould place crush ing  b u r­
dens on ou r population w ith  its  average per cap ita  
incom e o f about $550 a yea r in  o rd e r th a t less 
than .00004% o f th a t popu la tion  should receive per 
cap ita  incomes o f $1,000,000 p lus a y e a r.”

And As for Economics
So m uch fo r  the m o ra l a rgum ent. B u t the eco­

nom ic a rgum ent w h ich  the T im es uses aga inst the 
Townsend P lan  applies no less fu l ly  aga inst the 
system  w hich  the T im es so so lic itous ly  defends. 
Could any system  be m ore  "u tte r ly  fa n ta s tic "  
than one w h ich  destroys food w h ich  people need 
to eat, th row s m illio n s  who w an t to w o rk  ou t of 
jobs, shuts fac to ries  w h ile  goods are everyw here  
needed, suppresses inventions and new techniques, 
plunges a ll m ank ind  in to  w ars  fro m  w hich  no one 
b u t a hand fu l o f super-financ ie rs  benefits?

The T im es estim ates th a t the Townsend P lan  
w ould cost the F edera l G overnm ent $20,000,000,000 
a year. B u t accord ing  to the gove rnm en t’s own 
figu res , ca p ita lism  costs the people a t least five  
tim es th is , a t least $100,000,000,000 a y e a r: th is  
fig u re  being the d iffe rence  between the ac tua l ou t­
p u t o f goods and services and th a t w h ich  the p ro ­
ductive  p la n t of the coun try  is im m e d ia te ly  cap­
able of.

The ed ito rs o f the T im es had be tte r be m ore 
ca re fu l o f the argum ents they use. They m ig h t 
suggest ideas th a t w ould be m ost aw kw ard  fo r, 
among others, the ed ito rs  them selves.

B illy  Rose, the B roadw ay im p resa rio , m eets the 
p rob lem  o f feeding an e lephant by g iv in g  h im  
candy bars  before the re g u la r m eal. He found th is  
c u t down the beast’s appetite  considerab ly. We 
m ay expect the R e lie f A d m in is tra tio n  to look into 
th is  m a tte r sho rtly .

*  *  #

The num ber o f m en invo lved  in  the new ly  in s ti 
tu ted  B r it is h  conscrip tion  p lan  was estim ated at 
about 310,000 annua lly , ho t counting  reductions 
due to exem ptions, i.e ., o f c ripp les , im bec iles , and 
those sons whose parents a re  too w e ll heeled to 
have th e ir  k ids r is k  th e ir  skins.

Government


