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MILLIONS STARVING O N  RELIEF!
W h y  Coughlin’s 
Superiors A re  Silent 
O n  His Activities

The Rev. Charles E. Coughlin is a regularly ordained 
priest who speaks in the name o f the Catholic Church, and 
brands his critics as critics of Christianity. He uses his 
chapel as a forum for spreading his fascist doctrines. He 
collects money to further his “ religious activities"— in 
reality, his glorification of fascism— over the radio. In the 
name of Catholicism, he promotes pilgrimages o f the faith­
ful to his Shrine o f the L ittle  Flower.

The hierarchy of the Church is neither deaf nor illite r­
ate. The bishops and the archbishops hear Coughlin’s 
speeches and read his magazine. W ith  knowledge o f what 
he is doing, they permit him to carry on his political activ­
ities.

I f  the Church disapproves o f his utterances, it has pow­
erful weapons with which to voice that disapproval. He 
could be unfrocked, deprived o f his church, excommuni­
cated. None o f these measures have been taken. Why?

The Church has never hesitated to bring the full weight 
of its authority to silence a priest who spoke up for the 
underdog. The one outstandingly pro-labor priest in the 
United States was unceremoniously kicked out o f the 
Church.

We refer to the well-known Father Edward McGlynn, 
pastor o f St. Stephens, who was active in Henry George’s 
Single Tax campaign in 1886. The Single Tax movement 
was then a movement friendly to labor. Its activities at the 
time were described as a “ formidable demonstration of 
organized labor.”

Father McGlynn was one of the leaders o f Henry 
George's party. He was also head o f an organization called 
the “ Anti-Poverty Society.”  An avowed friend o f labor, 
he was attacked by the Church as early as 1882 for his 
“ propaganda speeches.”  (Father Coughlin, friend of the 
bosses, utters his “ propaganda speeches”  with impunity day 
in and day out.)

(Continued on P u re  3)

JUDGE FREES 
ANTI-FASCIST 
MILITANTS

Bronx Branch of SWP 
Pushes Its Campaign 
Against Coughlin

(B y  S ta f f  W r ite r )
N EW  Y O R K .—Eleven a n ti­

fasc is t m ilita n ts  who were a r­
rested Wednesday evening, 
M ay 24, w h ile  conducting a 
neighborhood an ti - Coughlin 
cam paign on T re m o n t Avenue 
in  the B ronx , were freed by 
Judge A berlies  in  B ronx  M ag is­
tra tes C ourt, Wednesday, M ay 
31, a fte r on ly  five  m inutes o f 
co n tra d ic to ry  testim ony had 
been g iven by the a rres ting  o f­
fice r.

'R e fe rr in g  to the mass sales 
of the S ocia lis t Appeal by the
anti-C oughlin  dem onstra tors as 
a “ pa rade ,”  O ffice r Thompson 
then proceeded to co n tra d ic t 
h im se lf by s ta ting  th a t the 
dem onstra tors stood ten fee t 
a p a rt w h ile  se lling  th e ir  paper.

The B ronx B ranch  o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , w hich 
had organized the dem onstra­
tion , is fo llo w in g  up w ith  a 
planned cam paign o f co lo rfu l 
s tree t meetings and mass sales 
o f the Socia list Appeal.

Ten an ti-fasc is t youth fro m  
the 174th S tree t and Jerom e 
Avenue neighborhood o f the 
B ronx contacted the B ronx  
B ranch  o f the S.W .P.. o ffe ring  
th e ir  a id in  p ro tec ting  stree t 
m eetings and in he ip ine  to com ­
ba t the Coughlin-fascists.

STATE OF C IV IL IZ A T IO N
Ita ly  on June 1 issued sever­

a l decrees which re s tr ic t the 
righ ts  o f the Jew ish population, 
separating it .  in  e ffect, fro m  
the res t of the com m un ity . 
Jews are he rea fte r com pelled 
to take surnam es th a t are un­
m is takab ly  ra c ia l. I t a ly ’s pov­
e rty -s tr icke n , and oppressed 
masses w il l  no doubt feel th e ir 
m ise ry  lightened now.

GEN. MOSELEY 
TESTIFIES AT 
DIES HEARINGS

Committee Hears 
Him Expound Labor- 
Hating Fascist Views

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
W ASHING TO N, D. C., June

1.—The Dies C om m ittee con­
tinued its  hearings today, 
spending five  hours lis ten ing  to 
M a jo r G eneral George Van 
H orn  M oseley, re tire d , declare 
his be lie f in  fasc ism  and the 
best w ay to impose fasc ism  in 
the U n ited  States.

L a s t week when Moseley in ­
fo rm ed the Dies C om m ittee 
th a t i t  was inconvenient fo r 
h im  to appear before i t  a t the 
present tim e , the com m ittee  
announced th a t i t  w ould recess | 
in d e fin ite ly .

W hat occurred between the 
com m ittee  and M oseley over 
the week-end rem ained a m a t­
te r  of speculation. I t  was un­
ce rta in  w hether the com m ittee  
had reversed its  p revious deci­
sion not to subpoena Moseley 
or w hether M oseley had 
changed his m ind about its  be­
ing inconvenient fo r h im  to ap­
pear. In  any event, the Dies 
show was p lay ing  to a fu ll 
house a t the beginning of th is  
week w ith  Moseley as the s ta r 
pe rfo rm e r.

Anti-Sem ite
D enying th a t he was anti- 

S em itic  in  his beliefs in  one 
breath, in the next he de­
nounced “ in te rna tiona l Jew ish 
co m m u n ism " and asserted that 
“ the Jew is an in te rn a tio n a lis t 
f i r s t ”  and “ a p a tr io t a t home 
second.”

He declared h im se lf as op­
posed to fascism  and then de­
fended organizations of “ the ex­
trem e r ig h t”  as an “ an ti-tox in  
fo r  the disease o f com m un ism .”

Throughout the hearing  he 
rep lied  to the questions o f the 
Dies C om m ittee w ith  open con- 

< Continued on Page 3)

The Real Ideology
Stoá-eSEss-

Stalin Throws Monkey-Wrench 
Into Anglo-Soviet Negotiations

Molotov Speech Indicates Stalin's Inten­
tion to Keep on Raising Ante —  Warns of 
Closer Relations with Axis Powers

By H AR O LD  ROBERTS
The Stalin government w ith careful deliberation last 

week threw anothef monkey wrench into the negotiations for 
an Anglo-French-Russian war alliance.

Speaking before the "Supreme Soviet,”  Vyacheslav 
Molotov— Litv inov’s successor as foreign commissar— an­
nounced that London and Paris had not yet raised the ante 
sufficiently for Moscow to show its hand.

He referred bluntly to Stalin's cherished ace-in-the-hole 
when he warned that Stalin would always find it possible

Survey Report Depicts Slow 
Starvation of U. S. Jobless

Relief Millions "Are Refugees as Truly 
As the Victims of Old World Oppression"
Is Finding of Social Workers' Report

That unemployment relief is characterized by the "almost 
incredible inadequacy in the relief provided.”  obviously con­
demning tens o f millions to slow starvation, is the horrify ing 
conclusion reached in an authoritative survey compiled bv 
the American Association o f Social Workers, and released 
May 31.

So horrible were the conditions o f the unemployed revealed 
that in releasing the survey W alter West, secretary o f the 
social workers, was moved to state:

“ Today the millions dependent on relief are refugees just 
as tru ly as the victims o f Old W orld oppression. They are 
American refugees with n o t

to arrange matters with H i t - f  
ler and Mussolini i f  Britain 
and France failed to meet his 
conditions.

Molotov revealed that ne­
gotiations for a “ trade agree­
ment”  with Germany had 
l>een going on intermittently 
for a year. The latest offer, 
including a 200,000,000 mark

A s ig n ifica n t group o f A m e r­
ican w rite rs  and a rtis ts  th is 
week announced the fo rm a tion  
of the League fo r C u ltu ra l 
F reedom  and Socia lism .

In  a m anifesto  signed by 
th ir ty  established figu res  in  
A m erican  in te lle c tua l life , the 
League was launched in  te rm s 
c le a rly  d is tingu ish ing  the new 
organ iza tion  fro m  the S ta lin is t- 
contro lled  p ro -w ar League of 
A m erican  W rite rs  and fro m  the 
bourgeois - dem ocra tic  Hook- 
Dewey group.

The fu l l  te x t of the m anifesto 
and the names o f the f i r s t  s ig ­
na tories are :

We address th is  s ta tem ent to 
a ll a rtis ts  and w rite rs  who are 
concerned about tne present 
d r i f t  o f the U n ited  States to re- 

1 action and w ar.

c re d it fro m  the Reich to Rus­
sia , dated fro m  as recen tly  as 
D ecem ber and January . The 
parleys were ha lted but, M o lo­
tov added: “ To judge by ce r­
ta in  signs i t  is no t ou t of the 
question th a t the negotiations 
m ay be resum ed.”

These "c e rta in  s ig n s ," i t  ap­
peared fro m  M o lo tov ’s speech, 
could be sum m arized as fo l­
lows:

N ot in  th is coun try  alone but 
everyw here, cu ltu re  is th re a t­
ened by advancing reaction. In  
fo rc ing  the recrudescence of 
social fo rm s  w h ich  had seemed 
obsolete, G erm an and Ita lia n  
fascism  have a t the same tim e  
com pelled the re v iv a l of obso­
lete modes in  a r t  and science. 
In  the Soviet U nion, on the 
other hand, where na tiona lism  
and personal d ic ta to rsh ip  are 
rep lac ing  the re vo lu tio n a ry  
ideals of freedom  and dem oc­
racy , cu ltu re  su ffe rs  reg im en ­
ta tion  and debasem ent no less 
severe.

N or are signs lack ing  of 
deepening social reaction  in  the 
U n ited  States. Increas ing ly , 
experim enta tion  is discouraged 
in the crea tive  a rts ; a pre- 

(Continued on Page 4)

1. Moscow believes London 
and P a ris  are try in g  to jockey 
the Russians in to  a position of 
chestnut-pu lling  fo r the W est­
ern powers a t m in im u m  cost 
and inconvenience to the la tte r .

2. Moscow believes t h a t  
C ham berla in  and D a lad ie r s t i l l  
hope to “ appease”  H it le r , and 
assumes th is  w ould be a t Rus­
s ia ’s expense.

3. The la tes t B r itis h  propo­
sals fo r an a lliance  contained 
tr ic k y  loopholes w hich upon 
closer exam ina tion  tu rned out 
to be w ide enough fo r  the whole 

'G e rm an  a rm y  to m arch  
through.

Fasc is t P ac t Envisaged
F ro m  these fac ts  and as­

sum ptions, Moscow has e v i­
den tly  d raw n  the conclusion 
th a t B r ita in  and F rance  m ay 
not be qu ite  so ready to go to 
w a r w ith  the axis powers as 
they c la im  to be, and conse­
quen tly  Moscow reserves fu l l  
l ib e r ty  of action to m ake its  
own deal w ith  the Fascists 
should the oppo rtun ity  present 
itse lf.

M olotov even made a special 
po in t of stressing th a t the re ­
cent Ita lo -G erm an  m ili ta ry  a l­
liance was d irected  not aga inst 
Russia bu t aga inst the W estern 
powers, and besides his re fe r­
ence to the G erm an negotia­
tions, m ade a special po in t of 
rem ind ing  his hearers in  Lon­
don and P a ris  th a t Russia had 
a trade pact w ith  I ta ly , recent­
ly  concluded, w hich was p ro v ­
ing  “ of advantage to both 
coun tries .”

B u t Face Both Ways
Nevertheless, i t  was apparent 

fro m  the general tenor of M olo­
to v ’s speech, th a t the Russians 
intend to continue negotia ting  
w ith  the B r itis h  and F rench  in  
the expectation th a t th e ir  te rm s 
w ill be m et. These te rm s in ­
cluded a tho rough ly  and ex­
p lic it ly  au tom atic  pac t of m u­
tua l assistance and the exten­
sion of the guarantees to a ll the 
B a lt ic  states, as w e ll as those 
a lready in e ffect fo r Poland, 
R um ania , and Greece. A fu r ­
the r po in t M olo tov ra ised was 
the question of the A land Is ­
lands, s tra teg ic  arch ipe lago 
com m anding the G u lf o f F in ­
land, w hich F in land  and Swe­
den, w ith  H it le r ’s blessing, re ­
cen tly  decided to re m ilita r iz e .

(Continued on Page 2)

'Socialists' 
Back Boss 
War Plans

Laborites O.K. Con­
scription —  French 
Bury People's Front

The B r it is h  Labo r P a rty  and 
F rench S ocia lis t P a rty  lined up 
a t th e ir  respective annual con­
ferences th is  week in  support of 
the im p e ria lis t w a r p lans of 
the F rench and B r it is h  gov­
ernm ents.

The B r it is h  Laborites  “ d is ­
tru s t”  C ham berla in—i.e ., they 
fe a r th a t be w il l  not be su ff ic ­
ie n tly  resolute in  fo rc in g  the 
w a r issue in  Europe.

The F rench  Socia lists “ d is ­
lik e ”  D a lad ie r— i.e ., they are 
offended a t the w ay D a lad ie r 
contem ptuously d i s m  i s se d 
them  fro m  the governm ent and 
began fo r th w ith  to bu ild  a to ­
ta lita r ia n  governm ent in  
F rance.

Agreed on Essentia ls
Y e t a t th e ir annual con fe r­

ence in  Southport, the B r it is h  
Labo r P a rty  leaders fough t 
down rank-and-file  a ttem pts  to 
organize a fig h t aga inst con­
scrip tion .

A t th e ir  annual congress in 
Nantes the F rench Socia lis t 
P a rty  leaders endorsed D a lad­
ie r ’s w a r a lliances and ap­
proved the im pos ition  o f "c o l­
lec tive  na tiona l d is c ip lin e " (in  
o ther w ords: reg im enta tion ) 
upon the w orkers  fo r w a r p u r­
poses.

“ F ig h tin g ”  Conscription
The B ritis h  Laborites  have 

been placed in the em ba rras­
sing position o f having  s trong ly  
urged C ham berla in  to take a 
vigorous p ro -w ar line  and then 
o f “ opposing”  such an elem en­
ta ry  w a r m easure as conscrip ­
tion  when the T o ry  governm ent 
f in a lly  decided to take th a t 
step. N a tu ra lly  th is  "oppos i­
tio n ” —as C ham berla in  and his 
friends  shrew d ly  expected— 
has been pu re ly  p la ton ic.

So when, a t the Southport 
conference, the Labo r P a rty  
section of H a m m e rsm ith  and 
St. Pancras in troduced a de­
mand th a t the p a rty  " re s is t 
any fo rm  o f conscrip tion , in ­
d u s tr ia l o r m ili ta ry ,  in  peace 
o r in  w a r”  the La b o rite  lead­
ers q u ick ly  ham m ered i t  down, 
even though the m otion  was 
confined only to such measures 
imposed “ by a governm ent 
whose fo re ign  po licy  labor can­
not t ru s t.”

place to go.”
The extent o f this misery, 

the report points out, is indi­
cated by the fact that in Jan­
uary, 1939, there were nearly 
seven million families depen­
dent on relief —  more than 
twenty-three million people. 
The need for relief was great­
er in January and February, 
1939, than in the correspond­
ing period the year before. 
Figures indicate that the re­
lie f load has continued to in­
crease since January.

Exposes Roosevelt
A dam ning in d ic tm e n t o f the 

Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n ’s re 
l ie f polic ies is im p lic it  in  the 
survey, on a num ber o f m a jo i 
counts:

1. Since the fa l l  o f 1935, w her 
the Federa l governm ent aban­
doned its  previous po licy  ol 
m ak ing  F edera l g ran ts to 
states fo r  d ire c t re lie f, the u n -1 
em ployed have been e n tire ly  at 
the m e rcy  o f loca l o ffic ia ls  anc 
treasuries , w ith  no re lie f w hat 
soever p rovided in  some loca l­
itie s  and adequate re lie f no­
where.

W .P.A. Cuts U n ju s tif ie d
2. New Deal c la im s re la ting  

to W .P .A . are punctured by the 
survey. W .P .A . em ploym en; 
reached its  peak in  Novem ber, 
1938 but, the su rvey  demon 
stra tes, “ a t its  peak, W .P.A 
fa ile d  to absorb la rge  groups ol 
needy em ployable  persons ce r­
tif ie d  as e lig ib le  fo r such em ­
p lo ym e n t.”  S im ultaneously 
o ther la rge  groups were seek­
ing  ce rtif ica tio n .

3. New D eal c la im s  th a t the 
sharp cuts since N ovem ber ir 
W .P .A. ro lls  were ju s tif ie d  b j 
increased poss ib ilities  fo r p r i 
vate em p loym ent are punc 
tu red  by the su rvey figures 
“ F ro m  N ovem ber 1938 to Jan 
u a ry  1939, W .P .A . wages de 
d in e d  sha rp ly  — by n e a rly  1C 
per cent in  tw o m onths—while

genera l (d ire c t) re lie f rose 
even m ore sha rp ly—by 19 per 
ce n t.”  D u ring  th a t period  310,- 
000 were la id  o ff W .P .A ., but 
in  the same tim e  the general 
re lie f ro lls  increased by m ore 
than 241,000 cases.

W ith in  those tw o m onths the 
am ount the F edera l govern­
m en t was spending decreased 
fro m  $4.72 in  W .P .A . wages fo r 
every  d o lla r expended by 
states and loca litie s  fo r  gener­
al re lie f to $3.59. Since then, 
add itiona l slashes in  the W .P. 
A. ro lls  have b rough t them  
down fro m  the N ovem ber, 1938 
fig u re  of 3,350,000 to the present 
fig u re  o f less than 2.600,000. 

Low er R e lie f S tandards 
C om m enting on the m eaning 

o f R oosevelt’s W .P .A . slashes, 
the su rvey  states:

“ The p rin c ip a l change has 
been a s h ift fro m  one type  o f 
re lie f p rog ram  to another, 
fro m  a h igher s tandard  of as­
sistance to a low er, fro m  fed­
e ra l funds to state and lo ca l.”  

“ A lm os t In c re d ib le ”
The vast m a jo r ity  o f the un­

em ployed are now a t the  m ercy  
of loca l d ire c t re lie f agencies. 
B lood-curd ling  instances o f the 
oppression they undergo are 
conta ined in  the socia l w o rk ­
ers survey. So fa r  are these in ­
stances fro m  being exception 
a l, th a t they d rew  fro m  the so­
c ia l w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tion , o r­
d in a r ily  lik e ly  to lean back­
w ards in the conserva tism  of 
its  descrip tion , the ch a ra c te ri­
zation th a t the system  reveals 
"alm ost in c red ib le  inadequacy 

in the re lie f p rov ided .”
Am ong representa tive  in ­

stances recorded a re : 
S c ie n tif ica lly  com puted bud­

gets of absolute m in im u m  
needs of unem ployed fa m ilie s  

. have been a rr ive d  a t in  m any 
areas; no one has ever argued 
th a t these budgets were gener­
ous. B u t now, w ith  depleted lo ­
cal treasuries , on ly  a percen­
tage of the m in im u m  necessary 
is being pa id  ou t to the unem ­
ployed. Thus N ew  O rleans pays 
75% of (he budget; Idaho coun­
ties are pay ing  fro m  40 to 80% 
of the budget; South C aro lina  
pays tw o-th irds  o f the budget, 
and so fo rth .

In  Chicago, " fa m ilie s  o f five  
to ten persons live  in  three 
rooms or fa m ilie s  o f th ree  
sleep in  a s ingle ro o m .”

A com m on p rac tice  “ Is th a t 
of m ak ing  no re g u la r a llo w ­
ance fo r ren t, o r i f  a llow ed, in ­
c lud ing  an am ount th a t bears 
l it t le  re la tion  to ac tua l re n ta l 
ra tes in the p a rtic u la r com ­
m u n ity . O thers m ake no a llo w ­
ance fo r c lo th ing  o r fo r  house­
hold in c id e n ta ls .”

“ H arrassed parents come to 
our o ffice  requesting p lacem ent 
(fo r adoption) o f th e ir  ch ild ren  
because they are unable to  con­
tinue th e ir s trugg le  to keep the 
fa m ily  toge the r.”

“ The A bundant L ife ”
Tw o typ ica l cases o f housing 

in Ind ianapo lis  are c ited :
“ M r. B row n . . .  his w ife  and 

seven ch ild ren  fro m  tw o to s ix ­
teen years age, live  in  a three 
room  house fo r  w h ich  the 
Township T rustee pays $1 a 
m onth. When i t  ra ins  pans have 
to be set on the bed and tab le  
to catch the w a te r as the roo f 
leaks so i t  is im possib le  to find  
a d ry  area as la rge  as the bed. 

(Continued on Page S)
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Briggs Strikers Picket 
Boss-Owned Ball Park

Cops Slug Pickets Who Prove that Bosses 
Cannot Trade Workers' Lives

( Special to  the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
D E T R O IT , M ay 27. — T ige r 

fans w eren ’t  v e ry  m uch in te r­
ested in  who won the ba ll game 
a t B riggs  S tad ium  today. They 
were m ore concerned w ith  the 
b igger events ta k in g  place on 
the outside. 8,000 B riggs  w ork­
ers and th e ir  supporters fro m  
other U n ited  A utom obile  W ork ­
ers locals in  the c ity  were p ick ­
e ting  the ba ll park.

T h a t W a lte r B riggs  could 
trade the best T ig e r p layers 
and get aw ay w ith  i t  to the d is­
gust of the fans has been obv i­
ous long ago. B u t M r. B riggs  
found out S aturday th a t he 
cou ldn ’t  trade  the jobs and 
lives of the w orkers. They ju s t 
w on ’t  stand fo r it.

W ith  the p lants shut down 
tig h t, Loca l 212 w ent to  the ba ll

pa rk  to acqua in t thousands of 
w orkers  of th e ir grievances 
and voice th e ir p ro test against 
the B riggs  co rpora tion . They 
cam e down to p icke t peace­
fu lly .

Cops Slug P icke ts
B u t B riggs  doesn’t  like  un­

ions or s tr ikes  or pickets. So 
out cam e his flunkeys. H einie 
P ic k e r t’s cops and horses. Be­
fore  the p icke t line  even got 
under way, the cossacks were 
charg ing  it ,  r id in g  down men 
and women and sw ing ing  th e ir 
clubs over the sku lls  of w o rk ­
ers.

The union men had c le a rly  
declared before they went 
down to the s tad ium , th a t they 
had no in ten tion  of keeping 

(Continued on Page 2)

Left Wing Writers Form 
League, Issue Manifesto

Condemn Stalinism, Hook-Dewey Committee 
As Catering to Social Reaction
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By B. J. WIDICK
The s tr ike  ca lled th is  week 

a t the Toronto, Canada p lan t 
of the Se iberling  Rubber Co., 
m arks  the c lim a x  of a series 
of s trugg les of rubber w orkers 
in  th a t area.

P re m ie r Hepburn has m ade a 
notorious repu ta tion  fo r h im ­
se lf as a C .I.O. ba ite r. H is 
s trike -b reak ing  a c tiv itie s  make 
h im  a r iv a l o f Tom  G ird le r.

In  the face of th is  s itua tion , 
the U n ited  R ubber W orkers of 
A m erica  has been o rgan iz ing  
Canadian p lants, and the ru b ­
ber w orkers have been ca llin g  
s tr ikes  and w inn ing  them  th is  
spring .

Loca l 118 of the U .R .W .A . 
s truck  fo r wage increases, se­
n io r ity  righ ts , s tab ilized  w o rk ­
ing  hours, co llec tive  b a rg a in ­
ing rig h ts  and a signed con­
tra c t. The wage demand ca lls 
fo r a 10 percent increase fo r 
em ployes earn ing  m ore than 60 
cents an hour now. and 15 per , 
cent fo r  those m aking  less than : 
60 cents hou rly . The p lan t e m ­
ploys 150 men o f whom 125 a l­
ready are on the p icke t line, 
union leaders said.

Victory Expected
S ettlem ent of the s tr ike  of 

750 rubbe r w orkers a t the 
K itchene r, Ont., p lan t of the 
B. F . G oodrich Co. was e x ­
pected th is week w ith  in d ica ­
tions th a t the s tr ik e rs  would 
w in  m a jo r concessions.

The G oodrich s tr ik e  began in  
the shoe depa rtm en t where the 
w orkers demanded a 3.2 cents 
per hour increase and were 
turned down by com pany o ff i­
c ia ls . They w alked ou t and soon 
were jo ined by the re s t o f the 
employes and a fu l l  s tr ike  
was ca lled.

Two prolonged s tr ike s  in  
F e b ru a ry  and M arch  were won 
by Locals 67 and 68, U .R .W .A . 
at the D om in ion  T ire  and the 
M erchants R ubber Co.

Signed agreem ents conta in ­
ing  sweeping concessions fo r  
the rubbe r w orkers ended 
those s tr ikes . An a rb itra tio n  
com m ittee  was selected to ad­
ju s t the wage increase demand. 
I t  is headed by P ro f. N orm an 
M acKenzie of the U n ive rs ity  of 
Toronto . An h o u rly  increase of 
five  cents was asked by the 
s tr ike rs . The re p o rt o f the a r­
b itra tio n  com m ittee  is also ex­
pected to announce its  decision 
soon.

O rgan iza tion  in  the Goodyear 
and F irestone p lants in  Canada 
has been com ing along fa ir ly  
w e ll. A ll in  a ll, the Canadian 
rubber w orkers a t present are 
doing the so rt of job th a t the 
A kron  rubber w orkers  did in 
1936-37.

Im po rtance  of these success­
es is th ree -fo ld : The C.I.O . is 
ob ta in ing  a f irm e r  base in  
Canada, the U n ited  R ubber 
W orkers of A m erica  is boosting- 
wage levels outside of A kron 
and thereby p u ttin g  a dam per 
on decen tra liza tion  to some ex­
ten t, and Labo r is rea liz ing  
th a t union s trugg les can be won 
irrespec tive  o f re a c tio n a ry  po­
l it ic a l reg im es co n tro llin g  the 
governm ent.

The m ilita n c y  o f the C anadi­
an rubbe r w orkers  is expla ined 
by the conditions under w hich 
they w o rk . Wages are w ay be­
low  A kron  levels fo r  the same 
w o rk  A kron  w orkers do. Hours 
are m uch longer, shop condi­
tions in to le rab le , and the 
speed-up lim itle ss .

•  *  *

Good News
Good news came th is  week 

fro m  the O klahom a labor fron t. 
A ju ry  re tu rned  a no t g u ilty  
v e rd ic t fo r 93 o il s tr ike rs  at 
T u lsa  on charges of u n law fu l 
assemblage.

I t  was a b ig  blow  to the com ­
panies w h ich  have been try in g  
to b reak the p icke t line  m a in ­
ta ined fo r over s ix  m onths by 
the O il W orkers In te rn a tio n a l 
U nion.

I t  p u t a c r im p  in  the com ­
pany plans to ra ilro a d  Jack 
Hays, loca l president, and 36 
m ili ta n t unionists on charges 
of conspiracy, as revealed in 
previous issues o f the Socia list 
Appeal.

The present v ic to ry  o f the o il 
w orkers was h a rd ly  expected 
by the prosecutor, who w ent in ­
to a ve rita b le  rage when the 
ju ry  announced its  a cq u itta l by 
a nine to three vote. The t r ia l  
o f Hays and the 36 unionists 
w il l  have a d iffe re n t k ind  of 
background than  the o il co m ­
panies and its  stooges in  the 
county ad m in is tra tio n  expected.

At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

Stalin Rejects British-French War Pact O ffer
THREATENS TIE 
WITH GERMANY 
AS ALTERNATIVE

British, French "Socialists” Do 
Their A ll fo r  Bosses' War Plans

Eastern Guaranty Is 
Likely to Be Next 
Demand by Stalin
(Continued from  Page 1) !

F in a lly  M olotov b rought i n ' 
the question of the F a r E ast, 
where Soviet-Japanese tension, 
a lw ays la ten t, was b rought to 
a fresh boil du ring  the past ten 
days by a series of incidents of 
dubious o rig in . B y re a ffirm in g  
R ussia ’s in ten tion  to defend 
O uter M ongolia  aga inst Japa­
nese a ttack , M olo tov was in  a ll 
p ro b a b ility  la y ing  the ground-

R E B U KFS  E N G LA N D

VYASCH ESLAV MOLOTOV

w ork  fo r b ring ing  the F a r E a s t­
ern prob lem  in to  the Anglo- 
F rench  - Soviet negotiations, 
possibly a t a la te r stage.

The net e ffe c t of th is  la tes t 
developm ent is to leave Rus­
sia p re tty  m uch where i t  has 
been ever since the c u rre n t 
c ris is  opened—in  the m idd le  of 
the road between the two op­
posing camps in  Europe, ho ld­
ing ou t its  favo rs  fo r  the h igh­
est bid.

As we have pointed out in  
these colum ns repeated ly, the 
Russian position w ould indeed 
be a strong one i f  the S ta lin  
reg im e in  Russia were itse lf 
strong, both in  itse lf and in  the 
support o f w orkers a ll over the 
w orld .

B u t the S ta lin  reg im e and the 
Red A rm y  have been ren t by 
the te r r if ic  and bloody purges 
of the past tw o years and So­
v ie t economy as a whole has 
suffered heav ily  fro m  the e f­
fects o f the ■ purge as w e ll as 
fro m  its  own basic con trad ic ­
tions. F o r these reasons the 
Soviet position re a lly  rem ains 
a m a jo r question m a rk . Y e t 
the ve ry  fa c t th a t i t  is a gam ­
ble e ithe r way provides i t  w ith  
a ce rta in  su p e rfic ia l s trength 
n the present s itua tion . Just 

w ha t th a t s treng th  w il l  am ount 
to when the rea l test comes, re ­
m ains to be seen.

The on ly sure th ing  is th a t 
S ta lin , like  H it le r  and Musso­
lin i and th e ir counterparts  in  
B r ita in  and F rance, w il l  no t 
survive the com ing w ar w ha t­
ever the lineups when i t  f in a lly  
does break out.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
P h ilip  N oel-Baker, Labor 

m em ber of p a rlia m e n t who on 
the same day engaged in  a 
noisy a ttack on C ham berla in  
fo r  his vac illa tions , poured 
scorn on the H am m ersm ith  
proposal by dem anding to know 
w hether a general s tr ik e  o f the 
w orkers was being proposed to 
f ig h t conscrip tion.

“ A re  they going to ask us to 
use ex tra -cons titu tiona l m eth­
ods and say we w ill no t observe 
the ru le  of the ba llo t box?”  he 
asked.

“ Yes, i f  n e ce ssa ry !" came 
shouts fro m  m any parts  o f the 
ha ll. M any of the representa­
tives present re flec ted  the pow­
e rfu l opposition among the 
B r itis h  masses to the headlong 
plunge tow ard  w ar.

B u t the Labo r P a rty  machine 
ro lled  r ig h t over them  and the 
m otion  was voted down by 
1,670,000 m andates to 286,000. 
N ext day the conference was

presented w ith  an “ o ff ic ia l"  
reso lu tion which “ condem ned”  
conscrip tion  bu t o ffered no p ro ­
posals fo r com batting  it. In ­
stead the delegates were called 
upon to approve a deta iled L a ­
bor P a rty  plan fo r . . .  a m in ­
is try  o f defense! The Labo r 
leadership c la im ed in  th is  plan 
th a t i t  w ould do a be tter job of 
p repa ring  the nation and lead­
ing i t  in to  w a r than the T ories!

The F rench Congress 
A s im ila r  two-faced game 

was p layed a t the Socia list 
P a rty  congress in Nantes. The 
F rench S ocia lis t p a rty  has been 
going through a fac tion  fig h t in  
the past period. Pau l Faure , 
o ld-line re fo rm is t p o lit ic ia n  and 
m achine boss of the p a rty , has 
b e e n  advocating  "appease­
m e n t”  of H it le r  and M ussolin i 
and a to ta l b reak w ith  the Com­
m un is t P a rty . Leon B lu m  has 
been the p ro tagon is t of the 
“ co llec tive  s e c u rity ”  po licy  of 

pacts and a lliances between

Briggs Strikers Picket 
Boss-Owned Ball Park

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
anybody out o f the pa rk . B u t 
th a t d id n ’t  m ake any d ifference 
to the thug-ridden  police de­
pa rtm en t. They had orders.

The orders re a lly  came fro m  
the B riggs  co rpora tion . B u t the 
m outhpiece fo r  these orders, 
ch a ra c te ris tic a lly  enough, was 
a “ lib e ra l,”  a so-called “ fr ie n d  
of la b o r,”  none o ther than D un­
can M cCrea, P rosecuting  A t­
to rney. Th is  gentlem an was 
elected by the votes of D e tro it ’s 
w ork ingm en a fte r he had made 
a profession out o f such h a rm ­
less p ro jects  as prosecuting 
H enry F o rd  when he knew he 
cou ldn ’t  get a conviction, o r i f  
he d id he cou ldn ’t  enforce it.

The auto w orkers found out 
th a t n igh ts ticks  d id n ’t  fee l any 
softer when w ie lded a t the o r­
ders of a “ l ib e ra l”  than a " r e ­
a c tio n a ry .”  And you can bet 
your bottom  d o lla r a lo t of 
s tr ik e rs  and union m en were 
th in k in g  and ta lk in g  about rea l 
trade union men as th e ir  rep ­
resentatives in  the fu tu re .

W orkers Defense Guards
F o r two so lid  hburs, the cops 

m erc iless ly  drove in to  the 
lines. And fo r  tw o solid  hours 
the lines kep t re fo rm in g . The 
s tra ins  of " s o lid a r ity ”  fil le d  
the a ir. And the lines held p re t­
ty  fa s t despite the fu rious 
charges o f the horses.

Because a t the head o f the 
line  and in  its  back bone there 
was m ore than the s p ir it  of 
union s o lid a rity , m ore than a 
wave of anger and ind igna tion  
a t the b lue-un ifo rm ed agents of 
M r. B riggs. There were the 
fly in g  squadrons! The union 
defense guards of the auto in ­
d u s try ! Dozens of husky, 
b raw ny auto w orkers , d is tin ­
guished by the legend “ F ly in g  
Squadron”  on th e ir  overseas 
caps or on th e ir  arm bands 
gave the w orke rs  courage and 
confidence. They stayed in  the 
fro n t lines and p itte d  th e ir 
bodies aga inst the cossack a t­
tacks. The fly in g  squadrons 
came fro m  a ll loca ls, B riggs ,

N. Y . Membership Adopts 
City Program of Action

A p ro g ra m  of action fo r  the 
next three m onths, d raw n up 
by the C ity  C om m ittee, was 
adopted a t a general m em ber­
ship m eeting of the New Y o rk  
Loca l of the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  Wednesday n igh t.

The p rog ram  outlines special 
a c t iv it ie s 'fo r  the New Y o rk  L o ­
cal in  the trade  union fie ld  and 
among the unem ployed, and 
proposes in tensive cam paigns 
aga inst the im pend ing  w a r and 
against the fascists, p a r t ic u la r­
ly  F a th e r Coughlin.

A special cam paign was p ro ­
posed to help b u ild  a labor de­
fense organ iza tion . “ In te n s ify ­
ing our cam paign aga inst the 
fascists in  face of the po licy  of 
the LaG ua rd ia  A d m in is tra tio n  
to give them  police pro tection  
w il l  b rin g  home the need fo r  an 
e ffective  defense organization 
as never be fore ,”  declared E d ­
w ard  F ra n k , C ity  O rganizer, 
who reported  fo r the co m m it­
tee.

O ther a c tiv itie s  ou tlined in ­
clude a d rive  to ra ise $500 fo r 
a “ B u ild  the P a rty  F u n d ”  
w ith in  s ix ty  days, an in tensive 
d rive  to bu ild  up the c irc u la ­
tion  o f the Socia lis t Appeal and 
the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l, and the

estab lishm ent of a going, active 
C u ltu ra l Center.

In  the discussion w hich fo l­
lowed the repo rt, the branch 
organizers reported the de te r­
m ina tion  o f the com rades they 
represented to c a rry  ou t the 
plan of action in  a d isc ip lined  
and e ffec tive  w ay. T h e ir 
speeches m et w ith  enthusiastic 
response.

One of the m ost hearten ing 
features of the m eeting was the 
insistence of the speakers th a t 
the m a in  p rob lem  now fac ing  
the p a rty  is p u ttin g  in to  con­
crete  action the genera l p ro ­
g ram  on w h ich  the p a rty  m em ­
bership as a whole is agreed. 
Th is  p rob lem , i t  was fe lt, could 
be solved on ly by g rea te r se ri­
ousness in  c a rry in g  out d a ily  
assignm ents. D isc ip line , punc­
tu a lity , constant p lugg ing , 
these are the m a in  requ is ites 
fo r p a rty  advancem ent in  the 
com ing period.

W ith  the accom plishm ent of 
the series of tasks and cam ­
paigns outlined by the co m m it­
tee fo r the com ing period, a 
long step w il l  have been taken 
on the road to bu ild ing  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  in to  a 
pow erfu l in s tru m e n t o f the 
w orkers  of New Y o rk .

C hrys le r, Hudson, West Side, 
Dodge. The shock troops o f o r ­
ganized labor gave the w orld  
a rea l im pressive  dem onstra­
tion.

I t  was a g r im  and humorous 
s igh t to w atch  how dea rly  the 
n ig h ts tick  savages, on the in ­
s tructions of th e ir bosses, 
treasure  the good old “ red, 
w hite and b lue .”  The f i r s t  ob­
je c t of th e ir a ttack  was the 
flag-bearers, about a h a lf a 
dozen, lead ing the p icke t lines. 
They clubbed these men and 
w restled  w ith  them  try in g  to 
d rag the flags fro m  th e ir 
hands.

Cops led a co lo r guard down 
the stree t—the co lo r guard 
ho ld ing  "o ld  G lo ry ”  h igh in  his 
hands. He was being m arched 
to the jug . The old tru th  be­
came c le a re r: th is  fla g  is made 
fo r s tr ike b re a k in g  purposes, 
made to lead m en to th e ir 
death fo r  J. P. M o rgan ’s p ro f­
its in  China, L a tin  A m erica  or 
Europe. The fla g  o f the Dough- 
ocracy can ’t  lead w orkers fo r 
re a l dem ocracy on the s tr ike  
lines. The bosses are too sen­
s itive  about i t .  The atm osphere 
of s tr ikes  is too clean fo r  th e ir 
banners.

And r ig h t a fte r the flag -bea r­
ers cam e the women. P um ­
m elled  and clubbed, they were 
dragged down the s tree t in to 
the sta tion  house. B u t i t  took 
a lo t of cops to hold these s tr ik ­
ing  women down and a lo t of 
m anpow er to p u ll them  out of 
the p icke t lines. They were 
r ig h t up w ith  the fly in g  squad­
rons—in  the fro n t lines.

The dem onstra tion  accom ­
plished its  purpose. F irs t,  i t  
kep t a lo t o f T ig e r fans fro m  
w atch ing  the ba ll game. They 
were fa r  too absorbed in  the 
vic ious game the cops were 
p lay ing  in  the streets. These 
sluggers w eren ’t  b a ttin g  balls, 
they w ere b a ttin g  hum an 
sku lls .

Second and m ore Im p o rta n t: 
I t  gave the whole c ity  a notion 
o f w ha t the s tr ik e  was about: 
th a t the B riggs  w orkers  were 
on s tr ik e  to stay u n til th e ir  de­
m ands are granted. And i t  
gave a ve ry  obvious lesson on 
the nature and ro le  o f the po­
lice  force.

The s tr ike  goes on. M ilita n c y  
is cemented w ith  com m on 
fig h tin g  experiences. I t  w on’t  
be an easy m a tte r fo r  anybody 
to w rite  a d iffe re n t ending fo r 
the B riggs  w orkers s tr ike  than 
v ic to ry !

F rance and other nations fo r 
w a r purposes.

In  the end the conference 
consum m ated a de fin ite  break 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts  bu t “ recon­
c ile d ”  the factions on the m a t­
te r of fo re ign  po licy  by endors­
ing the D a lad ie r gove rnm en t’s 
fo re ign  po licy. In  o ther words, 
the p a rty  kep t a foo t in  both 
camps and is ready to fo llow  
D a lad ie r in to  a new period of 
“ appeasem ent”  i f  such should 
prove possible and necessary, 
or in to  w ar.

I t  is in te res ting  to note th a t 
the B r itis h  Labo r P a rty  also 
w ent through a “ b re a k ” —a l­
though not in  quite such ex­
p lic it  fo rm  fo r there was less 
to break w ith —fro m  the Com­
m unists. The S outhport con fe r­
ence con firm ed  the expulsion 
of S ir S ta ffo rd  C ripps. who had 
been a ttem p ting  a cam paign 
fo r a B r itis h  People ’s F ro n t 
rang ing  fro m  the C om m unist 
p a rty  to W inston C h u rch ill. ’

The B ritis h  Labo r P a rty  and 
the F rench  S oc ia lis t P a rty  are 
s tra in in g  every  s inew  to  bo lste r 
th e ir support of the B r it is h  and 
F rench  cap ita lis ts  in  the com ­
ing  w a r—to prove th a t th e ir 
services w il l  be so va luable  
th a t fasc is t repression w il l  not 
be needed. An essentia l ele­
m ent in  th is  e ffo r t is the keep­
ing  of a safe d istance between 
them selves and the S ta lin is t 
pa rties—w hich are no less a r­
dent supporters of the w a r bu t 
w hich are recognized as “ fo r ­
e ign ”  agents—i.e ., as in s tru ­
m ents of Joseph S ta lin ’s p o li­
cies.

Keeping S k irts  C lean
In  ne ithe r B r ita in  nor F rance , 

despite the c u rre n t pact nego­
tia tions, is there any notion 
th a t Ang lo-French support to 
Russia is to be taken too se ri­
ously. W hat the C ity  and the 
Bourse w ant is assurance of 
Russian support to B r ita in  and 
F rance. N a tu ra lly  there is 
about as m uch m u tua l tru s t 
among these po litic ians  as 
among p layers a t a profession­
al poker game.

The pa rties  of the Second In ­
te rna tiona l re fle c t th is by seek­
ing to keep them selves exc lu ­
s ive ly  the agents of th e ir  own 
cap ita lis ts  and rem a in ing  free 
to c a rry  out th e ir bosses’ o r­
ders i f  those orders should be 
aga inst the Soviet U nion. T ha t 
is why the S ta lin is ts  are being 
kept a t a long a rm ’s length, 
w h ile  the e ffo rt to dupe the 
w orkers in to  supporting  the 
w a r plans of the “ d is tru s te d ”  
C ham berla in  and the “ d is tru s t­
ed”  D a lad ie r is ca rr ie d  on.

Rorty Charges 
Baseball Purge 
In Bitter Note

SUPREME COURT 
OUTLAWS OKLA. 
JIM-CROW LAW

Admits that States 
Continue to Bar 
Negroes from Polls

Martin Negotiates 
With Briggs Co.

D E T R O IT , M ay 27.—H om er 
M a r tin  has entered "n e g o tia ­
tio n s ”  w ith  the B riggs  m anage­
m ent. W hom does he rep re ­
sent? Nobody. He c la im s a t 
least 90 percent. B u t the 90 
percent are on the C .I.O. p icke t 
lines.

The U .A .W . challenged his 
phoney figu res  and the com ­
pany s ta llin g  on a “ union shop”  
by the dem and fo r an N .L .R .B . 
election. M a r tin  doesn't w an t 
an e lection. He says th a t w ill 
on ly  “ com plica te  m a tte rs .”  
C om plicate them  fo r  M a rtin , to 
be sure.

M a r tin  can pow-wow w ith  the 
com pany a ll he likes. H e ’l l  
have to do i t  alone, however, 
because the re a l representa­
tives o f the auto w orkers  w on ’t 
be caught s itt in g  in  the same 
room  w ith  th is  labo r fake r. 
H e ’l l  f in d  a v e ry  m uch d if fe r ­
ent reception on the p icke t 
lines i f  he ever gets tire d  of 
the hote l room .

In te re s t in  the grudge game 
between the Studs Lonigan 
A.C., capta ined by Jam es T . 
F a rre ll,  and the M a rx is t M au l­
ers. headed by Jam es P. 
Cannon, rose to a new high 
w ith  a d ra m a tic  set o f charges 
and countercharges.

In  a le tte r to F a rre ll,  Jam es 
R o rty  protested aga inst w ha t 
he ca lled “ p o lit ica l p u rg ings”  
c la im in g  th a t the Socia lis t A p ­
peal had le ft h im  out of the 
Lonigan line-up, whereas the 
m a iled  notice of the game pu t 
h im  in to  it . In  a b itte r foo t­
note, R o rty  declared th a t he 
w ould f ig h t anybody who says 
he is no t a be tte r baseball 
p laye r than Schm elka G ains­
borough.

When questioned on the in c i­
dent, C aptain F a r re ll deplored 
the method adopted by R o rty  
in  a ir in g  an alleged grievance, 
adding th a t i t  tended to insub­
o rd ina tion  and the b reaking  
down o f team  m ora le . F a rre ll 
h in ted  th a t i f  there were any 
p o lit ic a l purges, they were be 
ing  com m itted  by others. He 
refused to be quoted in  any de 
ta il on th is  po in t, a lthough 
pressed w a rm ly  by the re ­
porte rs  present in  his fie ld  
headquarters.

Captain Cannon, w earing  a 
confident sm ile , asserted th a t 
his m en had com pleted a h igh­
ly  sa tis fac to ry  tra in in g  period 
and th a t he had no doubts 
about the outcome. He pointed 
fo r co n firm a tio n  to the fa v o r­
able be tting  odds being o ffered 
th roughout the c ity  and to the 
long record o f his team  in  out- 
p itch ing , ou t-ba tting  and out­
runn ing  a ll previous contenders. 
“ I  doubt i f  w e ’l l  even have out­
fie lde rs  in  th is  gam e,”  he con­
cluded expansive ly, " fo r  S hort­
stop (Googsie) M o rro w  w il l  be 
enough to catch the feeble

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
W ASHING TO N, D.C.—In  a 

decision w ritte n  by Justice Fe­
l ix  F ra n k fu r te r , dec la ring  un­
constitu tiona l an Oklahom a 
sta tu te , the Suprem e C ourt on 
M ay 22 avowed in e ffect th a t 
fo r 60 years Negroes have been 
denied the r ig h t to vote de­
spite the 15th Am endm ent to 
.he C onstitu tion.

R endering an opinion in the 
case o f Lane vs. W ilson, the 
cou rt held unconstitu tiona l an 
O klahom a sta tu te  passed in  
1916 w hich requ ired  persons 
who had no t voted in 1914 to 
reg is te r w ith in  ten days or fo r ­
ever lose th e ir r ig h t to vote. 
Th is sta tu te , w h ich  caught the 
Negro popula tion unawares, 
was designed to c ircu m ve n t a 
1915 Supreme C ourt decision 
w hich outlaw ed the grand­
fa th e r clause then com m on in 
the sta te  constitu tions and s ta t­
ute books of v ir tu a lly  every 
southern state.

G rand fa the r Clause
The g rand fa the r clause p ro ­

vided th a t any person whose 
g rand fa the r had not voted p r i ­
o r to 1866 was in e lig ib le  to vote 
unless able to pass severe edu­
ca tiona l requ irem ents. Inas­
m uch as Negroes were not a l­
lowed to vote (even in  law ) be­
fo re  1866, the d is franch isem ent 
o f the Negroes continued.

B u t how u tte r ly  ine ffec tive  
the 15th A m endm ent was in  ac­
tu a l p rac tice  was dem onstrated 
p recise ly  by the fa c t th a t not 
u n til 1915 d id the Supreme 
C ourt ou tlaw  one k ind  of loop­
hole, and the add itiona l fa c t 
th a t despite th a t decision south­
ern states continued to inven t 
escape clauses.

W ith  one k ind  o f loop-hole 
or another the southern states 
continued to ba r Negroes fro m  
the polls. E ith e r by some 
sta tu te  re q u irin g  educational 
proofs im possib le to meet, o r 
the less “ sub tle ”  methods of 
fo rce . Negroes, except in  a few  
cases, have been denied the 
franch ise  and equa lity  w hich 
the 13th, 14th and 15th Am end­
ments a lleged ly  guaranteed 
them . O n ly recen tly , when a 
considerable num ber of Ne­
groes voted fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  in 
a F lo r id a  election, cha lleng ing  
Ku K lu x  K la n  in tim id a tio n  (and 
despite the freedom  supposedly 
guaranteed them  ever since the 
C iv il W ar) the ac t was ha iled, 
and r ig h t ly  so, as a g rea t v ic ­
to ry  fo r the N egro race.

N o t Y e t Won
The case o f Lane v. W ilson 

now goes back to the O klaho­
m a Supreme C ourt w h ich  w ill 
have to decide I .  W. Lane ’s su it 
fo r  $10,000 aga inst the reg is ­
t r a r  o f Wagoner County, O kla , 
fo r denying h im  the r ig h t to 
re g is te r to vote in  1934. I t  m ay 
be th a t on the basis o f the Su­
prem e C ourt decision the O kla ­
homa co u rt w il l  decide in  fa vo r 
of Lane. In  any case, a ttorneys 
fo r the N a tiona l Association fo r 
the Advancem ent o f Colored 
People who argued the case be­
fo re  the Supreme C ourt, expect 
a favo rab le  ve rd ic t.

There is no doubt, however, 
th a t the southern States w il l  
f in d  other means o f c irc u m ­
ven ting  the federa l constitu tion  
and Supreme C ourt decision. I t  
therefore rests in  the hands of 
the Negro and w hite  masses, 
w o rk ing  jo in t ly , to enforce by 
mass action, a rea l equa lity  of 
Negro and w h ite—res is ting  te r ­
ro r, exposing fake  schemes, in ­
s is ting  on the r ig h t o f Negroes 
to vote w ithou t le t o r h in ­
drance.

Special Offer!
TWO BOUND VO UM ES 

o f the

SOCIALIST APPEAL
1937 and 1938

Both fo r only $3.00—in c lu d ­
ing  postage

Th is  25% reduction  holds 
good fo r on ly  a few  weeks!

Lon igan bunts we expect fro m  
the o ther te a m .”

The game w il l  be p layed a t 
the Heckscher Foundation, 
104th S tree t and F if th  Avenue, 
a t 8 p .m . on S a turday, June 10. 
fo r  the benefit o f the A m erican  
Fund fo r  P o lit ic a l P risoners 
and Refugees. A dm ission, a t 85 
cents, includes the exclusive 
use o f the pool fo r  sw im m ing . 
R efreshm ents and dancing w il l  
also fea tu re  the even ing ’s p ro ­
g ram . E ve rybody  who is any­
body is expected to attend.

Selling the Twice-a-Week Appeal

T H E  D AN G E R  S IG N A L IS  
S T IL L  F L Y IN G !

We are g lad to re p o rt th a t 
the branches have f in a lly  be­
gun to respond to our requests 
fo r  Im m ed ia te  paym ents to 
keep the sem i-w eekly Appeal 
going. B u t the danger is by no 
means ove r! We are looking 
fo rw a rd  to an even g rea te r re ­
sponse w ith in  the nex t few 
days.

St. Lou is, A kron , Chicago, 
New Y o rk  C ity , N e w a rk ,— 
these are the- branches th a t 
have come through w ith  heal­
thy  paym ents w ith in  the past 
few  days.

We are s t i l l  w a itin g  to hear 
fro m  the Coast branches, P h il­
adelphia, D e tro it, F lin t,  Bos­
ton, Toledo and M inneapolis. 
We can on ly  repeat the urgency 
of our need. The tw ice-a-week 
paper is s t i l l  in  g rave  danger 
and we m ust ra ise m uch m ore 
money than we have so fa r.

« •  *

Here are some o f the branch 
responses:

“ A t the la s t m eeting of the 
A kron  branch your com m un i­
cation rega rd ing  the c u rre n t 
fin a n c ia l c ris is  was read and 
acted upon. We w il l  pay our 
old b il l  as ra p id ly  as possible. 
I ’m  sending the f i r s t  in s ta ll­
m ent, $10.00, and the re m a in ­
der w il l  be paid in  the nex t two 
weeks or sooner.

“ We also have made plans 
fo r m ore system atic  s tree t and 
house-to-house s e llin g .”  — Pau l 
F ie ld in g , A kron.

“ Enclosed fin d  $8.00 on our 
account. I  w il l  t r y  to send you 
the balance of w ha t we owe 
s h o rt ly .”  — Joe C arte r, St. 
Louis.

“ Enclosed fin d  m oney order 
fo r $17.00. We are ge tting  busy 
im m e d ia te ly  on renew al subs 
to the Appeal and I  can assure 
you th a t the d rive  fo r  renewals 
w il l  go fo rw a rd  w ith  fu l l  fo rce. 
The m odest quota o f 250 by 
June 15 w il l  be fu lf i l le d  and 
Chicago w il l  do its  sha re .” — 
Sam R ich te r, Chicago lit-agen t.

“ A t the branch m eeting we 
decided upon a p lan o f action 
to devise ways and means of 
increas ing  our bundle order 
c ircu la tio n  and subs. Comrades

were g iven names fro m  the ex­
p ired  sub-lis t and are to con­
ta c t these people.

“ H e re ’s a rough sketch of 
ou r cam pa ign : (1) G et renew ­
al subscrip tions; (2) V is it a 
specia l con tact lis t  being draw n 
up by the lit-a g e n t; (3) E ve ry  
com rade m ust become a sub­
s c rib e r; (4) L ib ra rie s , (pub lic , 
college, e tc.) are to be v is ited  
fo r  subs.

“ In  o rder to increase sales 
we w il l  (1) Cover m ore news­
stands; (2) H old  s tree t sales 
4 tim es a week; (3) Have spe­
c ia l sales by rov ing  crew s in 
w ork ing  class d is tr ic ts  once 
each week; (4) Cover subways, 
theatre  d is tr ic ts , ba ll games, 
e tc .”

*  *  *

A ll o f th is  sounds w e ll and 
can successfu lly be pu t in to  
p rac tice . B u t we m ust em pha­
size again and again th a t our 
need is im m ed ia te  and urgent. 
The on ly  solution to our p rob ­
lem  is qu ick, concerted action 
by a ll the branches and p a rty  
com rades acting  together.

•  *  •

Subscriptions are s t i l l  down 
a t a low  po in t. The resu lts  of 
ou r d rive  fo r renew al subscrip ­
tions are fa r  fro m  good as yet. 
The success of th is  d rive  w il l  
go a long ways tow ard  liq u id a t­
ing our fin a n c ia l em ergency. 
H e re ’s the l is t  fo r la s t week:

N E W A R K  ...............  7
New Y o rk  C ity  .............  6
P ennsylvan ia  .................  6
Chicago ...........................  3
Ohio ...........................  2
St. Louis .................  2
M assachusetts ...............  1

T o ta l   27
*  *  *

The on ly bundle o rde r in ­
crease o f the week cam e fro m  
Los Angeles w h ich  added 30 to 
its  to ta l. Los Angeles now 
takes 200 copies per issue and 
is eas ily  doing the best Appeal 
c ircu la tio n  job  in  the country 
a t present.

Get Your APPEAL 
At the Newsstand

Fascism and Big Business
h

The Mew International
S o c i a l i s t  A p p e a l

An Unusual Combination Offer!
(until June 15th)
In Combination

NO. 1—
FASCISM  A N D  B IG  BUSIN ESS and 
SO C IALIST A P P E A L  fo r  one yea r—both fo r  . . 

(M anha ttan , B ronx , Fore ign)
$2.75
3.75

FASCISM  A N D  B IG  BUSINESS and 
SO C IALIST A P P E A L  fo r s ix  m onths— both fo r 

(M anhattan , B ronx, F o re ign ) .........................
2.0<
2.5(

NO. 2—
FASCISM  A N D  B IG  BUSINESS and
N EW  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  fo r one year— both fo r

(F o re ign ) ....................................................................
O rder fro m :

2.75
3.25

PIONEER PUBLISHERS •  116 University PL , 
New York City
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By Dw ight Macdonald-

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
Stalinist Literary Front Cracks

P rom  the T h ird  A m erican  W rite rs  Congress 
comes news of the resignations of Babette 
Deutsch, and of F rances W inw ar, who was a 
m em ber of the executive com m ittee  of the 
League of A m erican  W rite rs , w hich sponsors 
the Congress. Both resighations are protests 
against the increas ing ly  obvious co rrup tion  
and reaction  of the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l and 
against the C om m unist P a r ty ’s behind-the- 
scenes dom ination  of the Congress. F ro m  out­
side the Congress, not one bu t two opposition 
groups of w rite rs  and a rtis ts  have appeared 
on the scene. One o f these new groups is the 
Dewey-Hook C om m ittee fo r C u ltu ra l F ree ­
dom, of w hich m ore la te r. 'The other is the 
League fo r C u ltu ra l F reedom  & Socialism . 
U n like  the Hook C om m ittee , the League has 
issued a m ilita n t and re vo lu tio n a ry  m anifesto.

I t  is too e a rly  to judge the response to the 
League's m anifesto, w h ich  is on ly now being 
published. B u t a lready i t  is c lea r th a t the 
Hook-Dewey m anifesto  has the S ta lin is ts  w o r­
ried. Its  ros te r o f names is incom parab ly  
m ore d istinguished than th a t of the signers of 
the ca ll to the T h ird  W rite rs  Congress. The 
lib e ra l N . Y . Post rep rin ted  the m anifesto 
in fu l l  and com m ented fa vo ra b ly  on i t  ed i­
to r ia lly . And so i t  is not su rp ris ing  to fin d  
both the N ation  and the New R epublic th is  
week devoting m a jo r ed ito ria ls  to polem ics 
against the C om m ittee. W hatever one’s qua r­
re ls  w ith  the m an ifesto , and I  have a good 
m any, one can bu t welcom e its  a id in  the 
strugg le  aga inst S ta lin is t con tro l o f c u ltu ra l 
a c tiv itie s . Once th a t heavy hand is lif te d  o ff 
our a rts  and le tte rs , we can a ll breathe m ore 
free ly .

The Committee for Cultural 
Freedom, Again

The ed ito rs o f the Appeal have turned over 
to me the fo llow ing  postcard : "G en tlem en : 
In  one o f you r recent issues I  am  coupled w ith  
the Dies C om m ittee. In  another I  am  lis ted  as 
a p laye r on the Studs Lon igan team  in  a com ­
ing game w ith  the M a rx is t M au lers. You are 
w rong about both item s. I  cannot p reven t you 
or you r M r. M acD onald  [co rre c t spe lling : 
M acdonald ! fro m  coup ling  the C om m ittee fo r 
C u ltu ra l F reedom  w ith  the Dies C om m ittee, 
since the S ta lin is ts  have a lready done so. B u t 
since I  sp e c ifica lly  refused to authorize the 
use of m y name in  connection w ith  your com ­
ing game, I  sha ll be obliged i f  you w il l  s tick  
to the facts. Yours, e tc.. S idney H ook.”

I  don’t  know about the baseball gam e, a l­
though I  m ig h t say th a t P rofessor H ook’s 
com p la in t is the precise opposite of m ine. He 
was pu t on the team  against h is w ill,  w h ile  I .  
in m y innocence, volunteered to p lay  again 
fo r the Studs Lonigan A.C ., on ly to be in ­
fo rm ed, in d ire c tly , th a t I  have crossed the 
Rubicon and am  now a T ro ts k y is t and so not 
e lig ib le  fo r  the Studs Lon igan team . I  don’t  
a t a ll ob ject to being ca lled  a T ro tsky is t, bu t 
I suspect th a t C apta in F a rre ll is ta k in g  th is  
devious method to keep me o ff his team  ra th e r 
than come out w ith  the rea l reason, w h ich  is 
m y ineptness a t the game. In  any case, th is  
seems to me a c lea r case of a w r ite r ’s being 
d isc rim ina ted  aga inst on p o lit ica l grounds, or 
worse, and as such I  b rin g  i t  to the a tten tion  
of P rofessor H ook’s com m ittee . The whole

business bad ly needs to be a ired  in  pub lic .
I  am  g lad of the chance to exp la in  m ore 

fu l ly  w hy I  consider i t  le g itim a te  to d raw  p a r­
a lle ls , of course on a s tr ic t ly  lim ite d  basis, 
between the D ies and the Dewey Com m ittees. 
A ll men of good w ill,  o f whom  I  hope and be­
lieve I  am  one, m ust agree w ith  the Dewey 
C om m ittee th a t " to ta lita r ia n is m ”  is an ev il 
to be fough t against. B u t I  m ust s t i l l  in s is t 
th a t the Dies C om m ittee—one o f whose hea r­
ings I  attended las t week—is ju s t as e xp lic it, 
no doubt fo r  the w o rs t so rt of p o lit ica l rea ­
sons, in  its  denunciation of a ll fo rm s  o f “ d ic ­
ta to rs h ip ”  as is the Dewey C om m ittee. In  
questioning the fasc is tic  M r. Deatherage, Con­
gressm an D ies made i t  qu ite c lea r he con­
ceives of h im se lf as the g rea t p ro tec to r of 
the com m on m an against a ll “ e x tre m is ts ,”  
w hether of le ft  o r r ig h t, and th a t l ib e r ty  and 
dem ocracy to h im  w ere dearer than pe lf or 
his ve ry  h e a rt’s blood. No, i t  a ll depends on 
the analysis one m akes of the socia l roots and 
m eaning of to ta lita r ia n is m . And on th is  c ru ­
c ia l po in t, the Hook-Dewey m anifesto is inade­
quate to the po in t of scandal. Its  basic idea is 
th a t “ to ta lita r ia n is m ”  is a fo re ign  grow th  
w hich is ins inua ting  its  tentacles in to  our fa ir  
A m erican  dem ocracy: “ Through subsidized 
propaganda, th rough  energetic agents, through 
p o lit ic a l pressure, the to ta lita r ia n  states suc­
ceed in  in fe c tin g  o ther countries w ith  th e ir 
fa lse doctrines. . . . ”  I  can see less d iffe rence 
than I  should like  to between th is  so rt of red- 
and-black to ta lita r ia n -b a itin g , and the a ll­
b lack to ta lita r ia n  b a iting  of the New Deal and 
its  S ta lin is t a llies . In  each case, the broad 
A tla n tic  stre tches between, the hero ic defend­
ers of dem ocracy and the enemy.

-  The on ly spec ific  reference to the in te rn a l 
forces th a t m ay b rin g  about d ic ta to rsh ip  is 
the s ingle sentence: “ Even in  the U nited 
States, its  [ ’ the to ta lita r ia n  idea ’ ! beginnings 
are a ll too ev ident in  the emergence o f local 
p o lit ic a l d ic ta to rs , the v io la tion  of c iv i l  r igh ts , 
the a la rm in g  spread of phobias o f ha tred  d i­
rected aga inst ra c ia l, re lig ious , and p o lit ica l 
m in o ritie s .”  I  th in k  th a t P rofessor Hook and 
m any of his co-signers w ould agree, in  p r i ­
vate, th a t th is  is inadequate, to say the least, 
and th a t th e ir  m an ifes to ’s em phasis on the 
fore ign-m enace aspect of to ta lita r ia n is m  is 
d is to rtin g . I  th in k  they w ould agree th a t the 
g re a t th re a t to freedom  o f any so rt in  th is  
coun try  comes not fro m  s in is te r fo re ign  plots 
bu t fro m  the s trugg le  o f the A m erican  ru lin g  
class to m a in ta in  its  ru le  in  the face o f a d is­
in te g ra tin g  economic system . Y e t th e ir  m a n i­
festo is d isc ree tly  s ilen t on th is  them e—the 
ve ry  h e a rt of the whole business.

The on ly  reference in  the en tire  m anifesto, 
and th is  is h a rd ly  believable  when one reads 
some o f the good le ft-w ing  names appended 
to it ,  to e ithe r the labo r m ovem ent o r the 
w a r issue, the s ing le  reference is th is , sm ug­
gled in  a t the end o f a p a rag raph : “ Om inous 
shadows o f w a h  are ga the ring  in  our land. 
Behind them  lu rk  dangers not on ly to a free 
labor m ovem ent bu t to a free  c u ltu re .”  The 
v ir tu e  of such a fo rm u la tio n , and p ra c tic a lly  
its  on ly  v ir tu e , is  th a t Jam es R o rty  and D oro­
thy  Thompson can agree on it .  (The f i r s t  sen­
tence is p a rt ic u la r ly  im pregnab le .) B u t in  m y 
opinion the p rice  was m uch too h igh to pay, 
even fo r  so va luab le  an autograph as th a t of 
the S iby l o f the H era ld -T ribune .

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T O F TH E  PAST
By EMANUEL GARRETT

THO M AS P A IN E  
(Jan. 27, 1737— June 8, 1809)

Only s ix  people fo llow ed Tom  Paine to his 
grave. F o r years he had been liv in g  the life  
of a social outcast, shunned by a ll respectable 
people, feed ing on bread and rum .

The R evo lu tion  of 1776 was, you see, long 
past. The set, com fortab le  m erchants, who 
had earned do lla rs  as w e ll as freedom  as a 
resu lt o f the R evolu tion, no longer had any 
use fo r the f ie ry  propagand ist of rebe llion , the 
revo lu tiona ry  jo u rn a lis t whose w ritin g s  fe ll 
like  a w h ip  lash across the body of E ng lish  
ty ranny . I f  the tru th  be known, some had 
indeed never qu ite  approved of the man.

Speaks a Rebel's Cry
Tom  Paine hadn ’t  come to the A m erican  

colonies u n til 1774, a m an of th irty -seven  
years. The son o f a sm a ll E ng lish  fa rm e r 
and corset m aker, he h a d n 't had m uch school­
ing. W hat lea rn ing  he had, and i t  was enough 
to m ake h im  one of the m ost enlightened men 
of his day, he had p icked up by read ing  in  
the hours a fte r w o rk—as corset m aker, tax  
co llec to r, teacher. He cam e here w ith  an in ­
troduction  fro m  B en jam in  F ra n k lin , h im se lf 
by no m ean^ a “ respectab le”  m an, who had 
been im pressed by the v ig o r and m e r it of 
Pa ine ’s views.

A showdown was fa s t approaching between 
E ng lish  ru le  and the A m erican  need to ex­
pand in d u s tr ia lly  and co m m e rc ia lly  indepen­
dent o f a r t if ic ia l re s tra in ts . The s p ir it  o f re ­
bellion was in  the a ir. Paine took hold o f th a t 
s p ir it  and fanned i t  in to  a burn ing  flam e , 
above a ll in  a s im p le  pam phle t, “ Common 
sense,”  published in  January , 1776.

"A  K in g  is a p o lit ic a l s u p e rf lu ity ,”  he wrote. 
Men m ust be loya l on ly to a society o f th e ir 
own creation , and not a governm ent fo rced 
on them . The colonists m ust rise. “ We have 
i t  in  our power to begin the w orld  over a g a in .”

W ith in  three m onths 120,000 copies o f th is  
pam phle t were sold, an e x tra o rd in a ry  pub­
lish ing  fea t fo r  those days.

Paine w asn 't content to be on ly an ag ita to r. 
C ontinuing his ro le  as p ropagand ist o f the 
Revolution, he jo ined  the a rm y  and plunged 
in to  the fig h tin g . H is tra c ts  were requ ired  
reading in a ll troop barracks . And in  the ba r­
racks, the d a y ’s f ig h tin g  done, he p u t his pen 
to the service of the R evolu tion. “ These are 
tim es th a t t r y  m en ’s souls. The sum m er 
so ld ie r and the sunshine p a tr io t w il l,  in  th is 
c ris is , sh rin k  fro m  the serv ice  o f his coun try . 
T y ra n n y , like  he ll, is  not easily  conquered.”

F ig h tin g  

aga inst 

“ s ta rva tion  

re lie f”  s tan­

dards, thou­

sands of 

C leveland 

w orkers 

staged a s it- 

down s trike  

in  the C ity 

H a ll. The 

a la rm ed c ity  

o ffic ia ls  to ld  

the w orkers  

to “ eat 

potatoes.”  ' 

Here we see 

them  getting  

the potatoes 

on w hich 

they are 

expected 

to live .

Millions Starve 
O n U. S. Relief

Relief Millions "Are Refugees as Truly 
As the Victims of Old World Oppression' 
Is Finding of Social Workers' Report

W hy Coughlin's Superiors Keep 
Silent O n His Vicious Activities

The revo lu tion  ended v ic to rio u s ly . In  1887 
Paine sailed fo r E ng land, p a rt ly  to m a rk e t a 
b ridge he had invented, m ore to spread his 
re vo lu tiona ry  labors. There he hu rled  a de­
fense of the F rench  R evolu tion, “ The R ights 
of M a n ,”  a t the sm ug heads of B r it is h  conser­
va tism . The B r it is h  censors howled in  b itte r 
agony. They sued h im  fo r  lib e l. They th re a t­
ened h im  w ith  ja il .  Chased out o f the coun­
try , he went to F rance  where the revo lu tion ­
ists greeted h im  w ith  welcome a rm s, elected 
h im  to the N ationa l Convention.

Here however Paine fa ile d  to perceive the 
fu ll depth and needs of the revo lu tion . F rie n d ­
ly  w ith  the m oderate e lem ents, he found h im ­
se lf a t loggerheads w ith  the le ft, w h ich  was 
pushing the revo lu tion  ahead re len tless ly , un­
com prom is ing ly . F o r p ro testing  the execu­
tion  of the K ing , Paine was fo r  a tim e  kep t in  
prison. Released, he lived  severa l years in 
F rance, a t odds w ith  the g row ing reaction.

Unmasked Hypocrisy of Religion
F in a lly , in  1802, and m uch to the d isgust of 

the A m erican  conservatives, Paine re turned 
to A m erica . He had m eanw hile  w ritte n  his 
denunciation and expose of organized re lig ion . 
P a ine ’s “ Age of Reason”  ripped the hypocrisy  
and falsehood o ff the church , and its  in s tru ­
m ent, “ the b ib le  o f a thousand and one con­
tra d ic tio n s .”  The hypocrites and conserva­
tives, sa tis fied  w ith  the freedom  they (not the 
masses) had won, bellowed fu r io u s ly , asked 
fo r his hide, spread the v ile s t slanders against 
h im .

Denied even the p riv ile g e  of vo ting  in  the 
nation he had helped create by the f ire  of his 
argum ents, Paine live d  a re tire d  and hounded 
life  in  New Rochelle and New Y o rk  C ity . He 
who had tu rned the proceeds of his w ritin g s  
over to the R evolu tion, was denied a sm a ll 
p ittance by the p roduct of the R evolu tion and 
condemned to poverty .

Though lim ite d  by the understanding and 
knowledge of his tim e , P a ine had s tru ck  a 
re b e l’s blow a t social despotism . N ot even 
his adoption, by the C om m unist P a rty  along 
w ith  the o ther and less re vo lu tio n a ry  heroes 
o f A m erican  h is to ry , can d im  the g lo ry  of 
th is  socia l rebel.

Paine was buried  in  a corner of his New 
Rochelle fa rm —consecrated cem etery  ground 
being denied. T w enty  years a fte r, W illia m  
Cobbett dug up the rem ains and ca rr ie d  them  
to E ng land to g ive them  im press ive  b u ria l. 
Som ething happened to the scheme. H is  bones 
disappeared. P a ine had no na tion ; he was 
burled  in  none.

(Continued from Page 1)
On D ecem ber 4, 1886, F a the r 

M cG lynn was ordered to Rome. 
S hortly  the rea fte r he was ex­
pelled fro m  the pastorate of 
St. Stephens. In  Ju ly , 1887, he 
was excom m unicated fro m  the 
Church.

F a the r Coughlin has not been 
ordered to Rome. He has not 
been expelled fro m  his Church. 
He has not been excom m un i­
cated. A gain  we ask, why? 
W hy is one k ind  o f trea tm en t 
accorded a pro -labor p riest, 
and an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t type 
of tre a tm e n t accorded a p ro ­
boss priest?

The conclusion is c lear. 
F a th e r M cG lyn n ’s a c tiv itie s  
sought to prom ote the w e lfa re  
of the masses a t the expense 
of the w ea lthy, p a rt ic u la r ly  the 
land-owners. As a pro-labor 
p ries t, he was considered a 
menace to the C hurch and its  
extensive land-holdings. The 
strongest weapon in the hands 
of the V a tican  was used against 
h im : excom m unication.

F a the r Coughlin, on the o ther 
hand, is the m outhpiece of 
A m erican  fascism . The Church 
sees no c o n flic t between his ac­
t iv it ie s  and its  own interests. 
He is pe rm itted  to re ta in  his 
stand ing in the C hurch, to 
preach, to spread his influence 
by a ll the propagand is tic  m eth­
ods known to the modern 
w orld .

U n til a few  weeks ago his 
ra b id ly  an ti-S em itic  and p ro ­
fasc is t m agazine, “ Social Jus­
tic e ,”  was p rin ted  “ B y pe rm is ­
sion o f H is S u p e rio r."  When 
th is  perm ission was w ithd raw n , 
no c r it ic is m —eithe r d ire c t or 
im p lie d —was made of F a ther 
Coughlin o r his utterances. I t  
was w ithd raw n  m ere ly  because 
the “ D e tro it Archdiocese con­
siders Social Justice a secular, 
not a C atholic o rgan .”

C hurch Support
The Church has g iven more 

substantia l support than th is  to 
F a the r Coughlin. On the Sun­
day back in 1934 when the c re ­
a tion of his N a tiona l League 
fo r Social Justice was an­
nounced, Coughlin was in tro ­
duced to the rad io  audience by 
no less a personage than B ish­
op M ichae l G a llagher, of De­
tro it , C oughlin ’s own Bishop.

Today, Social Justice (M ay 
29) reports  th a t a “ group of 
C atho lic c le rg ym e n " are get­
tin g  ou t a booklet defending 
Coughlin aga inst those who 
have a ttacked h im .

O ccasionally, i t  is true , some 
Catholic d ig n ita ry  denies tha t 
Coughlin speaks fo r the 
Church. Such statem ents m ust 
be considered as meaningless 
so long as his superiors refuse 
to take any e ffec tive  action 
aga inst h im .

Continued to le ra tion  of the 
pro -fasc is t F a the r Coughlin 
w ith in  the ranks of the C atho lic 
c le rg y  can be in te rp re ted  in 
only one way. The V a tican  is 
apparen tly  convinced th a t dem ­
ocra tic  cap ita lism  is doomed 
and th a t the choice fo r the fu ­
tu re  in  the U nited States as 
elsewhere is one between re ­
ac tiona ry  fascism  and lib e ra t­
ing  socia lism .

V atican Chooses Fascists
When i t  comes to a choice the 

V atican in v a r ia b ly  th row s in  its  
lo t w ith  the b ru ta l fasc is t d ic ­
ta to rsh ips, even though in 
I ta ly  and p a rt ic u la r ly  in  G e r­
m any. there has been a good 
deal o f fr ic t io n  between the 
Church and fasc is t bu reaucra ­
cies. I f  fasc ism  in  the H it le r  
sty le  were to come to the 
U nited States, the Church could 
expect a pp rox im a te ly  the same 
tre a tm e n t here as- i t  has re ­
ceived in  G erm any.

To fo re s ta ll th is  even tua lity , 
the Church au thorities  have ev­
id en tly  decided th a t the 
Church its e lf m ust prom ote the 
fasc is t m ovem ent fro m  the 
s ta r t and subord inate  th a t 
m ovem ent e n tire ly  to the Cath­
o lic Church h ie ra rch y , acting 
as high p ro tec to r of cap ita lism . 
T he ir " id e a l"  is C atholic fas­
c ism , in  w h ich  the Church and 
state are one and the power of 
the Church is safeguarded and 
even enhanced — as was the 
case in D o llfuss ’ A u s tria .

The ovations g iven by Rome 
and by F a the r Coughlin—to the 
v ic to ry  o f the fasc is t Butcher, 
General F ranco, in  Spain, are 
a g la rin g  con firm a tion  th a t th is  
is the rea l po licy  o f the Cath­
o lic  Church. Spain, we are to ld , 
is a “ C h ris tian  co rpo ra tive  
S tate” —th a t is ,a fasc is t state 
in  w hich the state and Church 
apparatus become fused—and 
th a t “ i t  is a love ly  th in g  to be 
a C atho lic in  Spain to d a y .”

The Church has no t silenced 
F a the r C oughlin, has no t un­
frocked h im , nor excom m un i­
cated h im , p recise ly  because i t  
hopes to use h im  and his p ropa­
ganda as the nucleus fo r  c re a t­
ing  in  the U nited States a re ­
pressive, an ti-labo r govern­

m ent on the F ranco order.
A ga inst A11 W orkers

The C atholic w o rke r and the 
C atho lic an ti-fasc is t m ust un­
derstand th a t w hatever type of 
fasc is t state emerges in  th is  
coun try , th e ir  r igh ts  w il l  be 
sacrificed  along w ith  the righ ts  
of a ll o ther w orkers and a ll 
o ther an ti-fascists.

U ner fasc ism  in  the U nited 
States, w hether i t  be “ C hris ­
tian  fa sc ism ”  or H it le r is m , 
w orkers of a ll denom inations 
and na tiona lities  have nothing 
to gain and e ve ry th ing  to lose. 
T h e ir standards of liv in g  w ill 
be depressed to bare existence 
leve ls; they w il l  be forced to 
w ork  ten, tw e lve , fourteen 
hours a day a t the low est pos­
sib le  sa la ries ; those who p ro ­
test w il l  be p ro m p tly  im p riso n ­
ed in  concentra tion  cam ps; 
forced labor w il l  become an 
accepted fa c t; every m ale in  
the coun try  w il l  be com pelled 
to spend years of his life  in  the 
a rm y ; women w il l  lose a ll the 
freedom  and equa lity  they 
have thus fa r  gained. The 
w orke r, his w ife  and his c h il­
dren w il l  become the v ir tu a l 
slaves o f the c a p ita lis t state.

Th is  is the “ id e a l”  w hich 
H it le r  has fo isted upon the 
G erm an w orke rs ; i t  is the 
“ id e a l”  w h ich  F ranco  is now 
im posing on the Spanish w o rk ­
ers w ith  the aid of the f ir in g  
squad. I t  is the “ id e a l”  of the 
R ockefe llers, the M organs, the 
Duponts—A m e ric a ’s s ix ty  fa m ­
ilies—and i t  is the “ id e a l”  of 
the C atho lic p ries t. F a the r 
Coughlin.

U n ited  aga inst Fascism
The Catholic Church shields 

Coughlin. H is “ id e a l"  m ust a l­
so be considered the rea l a im  
of the Church.

W ith  or w ithou t the blessing 
of the C atho lic C hurch, Cough- 
lin ism  m ust be fought. The 
C atho lic w o rke r — as w e ll as 
the Jew, the Negro, o r the 
P ro tes tan t — m ust be in  the 
fo re fro n t of th a t s trugg le .

The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
ca lls  upon a ll w orkers , rega rd ­
less of race or creed, to jo in  
hands aga inst the com m on en­
em y — fascism . P ro tection  of 
w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  by w o rke rs ’ de­
fense guards aga inst fasc is t on­
slaughts fro m  w hatever qua r­
te r they come—th is  is the key 
to the successful s trugg le  
against C oughlin ism  and every 
o ther b rand of A m erican  fas­
cism .

E S C A P E  F R O M  T H E  W O R L D ’ S F A I R !

BASEBALL The Marxist Maulers in a Return Match until the 
Studs Lonigan A.C.

Captains Jam es P. Cannon and Jam es T. F a rre ll prom ise a rip -ro a r in g  game

DANCING— REFRESHMENTS

SATURDAY, JUNE 10 HECKSCHER FOUNDATION
8 P .M . 104th S treet and 5th Ave.

S W IM M IN G —Exclusive Use of the Pool
No ex tra  charge— B rin g  ba th ing  caps.

A dm ission : 85c— Special p rice  to Y ipse ls 
Proceeds go to the A m erican  Fund fo r P o lit ic a l P risoners  and Refugees

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
There are no to ile t fa c ilit ie s . 
Bed-bugs m ake sleep a lm ost 
Im possible, bu t there is no m on­
ey fo r r id d in g  the house of 
these and cracked p las te r p ro ­
vides a good breeding place fo r  
them .

“ M r. S tinger, his w ife  and 
nine ch ild ren , live  in three 
room s of an old bu tcher shop, 
so infested w ith  ra ts  th a t he 
and the two year o ld baby who 
have been b itten  are tak ing  
rabies trea tm ents . He sits up 
a t n ig h t to guard the ch ild ren  
fro m  the ra ts , a lthough he h im ­
se lf is i l l  and one o f the m ed i­
ca l recom m endations is rest 
and freedom  fro m  w o rry .”

The F orgo tten  M an 
F ro m  A tla n ta , G a.: “ R e lie f 

g ran ts are low  . . .  in no sense 
are m in im u m  needs m et. Food 
allowances, set a t an a rb itra ry  
am ount de term ined by the 
num ber of persons in the fa m ­
ily , am ount to a l it t le  over 20% 
of w ha t the average fa m ily  ac­
tu a lly  needs. A m in im u m  stan­
dard  budget based on A tla n ta  
prices fo r  a fa m ily  of fo u r 
would come to $31.61 a m onth. 
The am ount th a t is a c tu a lly  be­
ing granted to such a fa m ily  is 
$6.70 a m on th .”

In  num erous cases, “ the re  is 
no allow ance being m ade to 
fa m ilie s  in  w h ich  there is  an 
active  able-bodied m an no m a t­
te r w ha t the size of the fa m ily  
is .”

In  one instance adduced as 
typ ica l of a w idespread p ra c ­
tice  o f "sp read ing  th in ”  over 
as m any fa m ilie s  as possible, 
“ the m oney a llocated to the 
county fro m  the state o ffice  
has been and has som etim es 
reached a leve l as low  as $4 
per fa m ily  per m o n th ."

F ires ide  C hat M a te ria l 
In  St. Lou is. M o., " l im ite d  

funds m ake i t  a lm ost im pos­
sib le  fo r em ployable  persons to 
get general re lie f. D u rin g  the 
past year re lie f has been de­
nied to any fa m ily  conta in ing  
one or m ore em ployable  pe r­
son.”

The D is tr ic t o f C olum bia, ad­
m in is te red  by Congress itse lf, 
sets a fou l exam ple fo r  the rest 
of the co u n try : "G e n e ra l re lie f 
is confined to fa m ilie s  in  w hich 
there  is no em ployable  person, 
except fo r te m p o ra ry  aid in  an 
em ergency such as an ev ic ­
t io n .”

In  A rkansas, “ money a v a il­
able fo r pub lic  w e lfa re  is so 
lim ite d  th a t general re lie f is 
now being granted only to those 
who are ‘e ith e r phys ica lly  o r 
m e n ta lly  handicapped . . .  or 
who have had such a ha rd  life  
th a t they are feeble a lthough 
they are not ye t 65 years old. ”  

In  Taos, New M exico, “ gen­
e ra l re lie f is lim ite d  to persons 
‘who are incapac ita ted  o r in 
u rgen t need of m ed ica l ca re .”  

“ Good N e ighbo r”
The cold descrip tion  of con­

d itions in  P ue rto  R ico defies 
u n d e rlin in g : “ There is no gen­
e ra l re lie f p rog ram  in  Puerto 
R ico nor are the provis ions of 
the Social S ecurity  A c t extend­
ed to the is land. An inves tiga ­
tion  made in  January , 1939 by 
the ce rtif ic a tio n  u n it o f the pub­
lic  w orks agency showed th a t 
63% o f the to ta l popu la tion  was 
in  need of re lie f .”

In  Texas, “ there is no gen­
e ra l re lie f p rog ram  except on 
a lim ite d  basis in  a few  coun­
ties. Aside fro m  W .P.A. the 
on ly  assistance ava ilab le  in  the 
m a jo r ity  of Texas ’ 254 counties 
is fede ra l surp lus com m odi­
tie s .”  In  G eorg ia , likew ise , 
“ the state makes no c o n tr ib u ­
tion  tow a rd  the cost of d ire c t 
re lie f. . . Tw e lve  counties g ra n t 
no d ire c t re lie f a t a l l . ”  

“ E q u a lity  fo r A l l ”  
Outside the pale a ltogether 

are the a liens, now barred  
fro m  W .P .A ., and non-resi­
dents, inc lud ing  m any who 
have lost lega l residence status 
in  the search fo r w o rk . One ex­
am p le : “ In  m ost o f the south­
ern counties (o f F lo r id a ) a 
‘hobo express’ is run . Th is  plan 
consists of tra n sp o rtin g  vag ­
ran ts  (non-residents) to the 
county line  and dum ping 
th e m .”

As one reads these aw fu l de­
ta ils , the m ind refuses to re ­

ceive them , t ir in g  o f h o rro r 
p iled on h o rro r.

And w ha t is the p ro g ra m  of 
the New Deal? No proposals 
w hatsoever fo r  d ire c t re lie f. 
W ip ing out e n tire ly  o f the Jobs 
fo rm e r ly  provided by the W .P. 
A. R eduction— as proposed by 
R oosevelt’s W .P .A . message of 
A p r il 27—of W .P .A. jobs to an 
average fo r  the com ing yea r of 
tw o m illio n .

E v e ry  las t d o lla r th a t the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  can 
segregate now goes to the w a r 
m achine. The tw o b illio n s  now 
earm arked  fo r th a t purpose 
come d ire c tly  ou t o f the hides 
of these tw en ty -th ree  m illio n  
people dependent on re lie f. The 
New Deal has become the W ar 
Deal, and noth ing else. Tw enty- 
three m illio n  people w il l  save 
them selves fro m  s ta rva tion  
on ly by the m ost irreconc ilab le  
assault upon the ru lin g  class 
and its  executive com m ittee , 
the Roosevelt adm in is tra tio n .

GEN. MOSELEY 
TESTIFIES AT 
DIES HEARINGS

Sale Sale
20% O ff

Hundreds of Labo r T itle s  
V is it The

LABOR BOOKSHOP
now at

116 University Place
3rd F loo r 

New Y o rk  C ity  
Open 12 to 7 P .M . 

Send fo r  Catalogue
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tem pt, speaking as he pleased, 
shooting back s t i f f  answers to 
the com m itteem en, who took i t  
hum b ly , and reach ing  the c l i ­
m ax of his o ra to rica l bursts 
w ith  an open c a ll th a t A rm y  
ru le  be established im m e d ia te ­
ly  in  the U n ited  States.

“ I t  ought to be handled in  
five  m inutes fro m  the W hite 
H ouse," he said. The method 
he proposed was th a t the P res­
iden t should use the a rm y , un­
der a law  passed in  1929, w h ich  
made i t  the du ty  o f the P res i­
dent, he declared, to  take  such 
action i f  the “ lives and p rope r­
ty  o f citizens were th rea tened .”

He was fu l l  o f pra ise fo r  the 
G erm an-A m erican  B und, de­
c la r in g  its  m eeting in  Madison 
Square G arden on F e b ru a ry  20 
as “ im p ress ive ly  p a tr io t ic .”  
(The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
led the dem onstra tion  o f a n ti­
fasc is ts  w hich protested th is  
m eeting .)

The G eneral was accom pa­
nied by a re tinue  o f a ttorneys, 
and one m em ber o f the House, 
R epresentative Thorke lson of 
M ontana, who has la te ly  gained 
no to rie ty  in  the fasc is t press, 
being described by W illia m  
D udley P e lley , head of the S il­
ve r S h irts , as a “ new  states­
m an re a r in g  high above th is  
m iasm a of sku lld u g g e ry .”

I t  was b rough t ou t d u ring  the 
questioning o f the General th a t 
he had m e t F r i tz  K uhn, leader 
of the G erm an-A m erican  Bund, 
a t the home o f M rs . R udyard  
Uzzel, 85-12 165th S treet, Ja ­
m a ica , Queens. M oseley de­
scribed M rs. Uzzel as a " f in e  
p a tr io t, v e ry  m uch in terested 
in  the c r it ic a l s itua tion  in  New 
Y o rk  C ity .”

Moseley had appa ren tly  a r­
ranged to have the com m ittee  
room  packed w ith  sym pa­
th izers. W henever they thought 
he had made a p a rt ic u la r ly  
good po in t they laughed o r ap­
plauded.

When M oseley made his 
s ta tem ent th a t the “ com m u­
n is t”  danger could be handled 
in “ five  m inu tes ”  a com m ittee  
m em ber asked: " In  w ha t 
w ay? ”

W ants D ic ta to rsh ip
“ I f  I  were in  the W hite 

House,”  he responded, " I  
would issue an o rde r im m e d i­
a te ly  to d ischarge eve ry  Com­
m un is t in  the G overnm ent and 
everyone g iv in g  aid and com ­
fo r t to the C om m unists.

“ I  w ould release the a rm y  
fro m  its  present position. I t  
can m ake plans fo r  a ttack ing  
G erm any, Japan, and I ta ly , 
bu t i t  can ’t  do a dam n th in g  to 
defend its e lf aga inst the enemy 
w ith in  our gates. They have 
been to ld  not to investigate  
a n y th in g .”

L a s t week A rm y  o ffic ia ls  an­
nounced th a t they w ould inves­
tiga te  M ose ley’s connections 
w i t h  fasc is t o rganizations. 
W hether they w a r  continue w ith  
such an investiga tion  has no t 
ye t been announced. I t  is w e ll 
known th a t m any a rm y  o ffice rs  
ha rbo r fasc is t sym path ies.

D u rin g  the e n tire  hearing , 
M oseley a ttem pted  to u tilize  
the proceedings as a sounding 
board fo r  h is fasc is t p rog ram . 
He brough t in  a g rea t sheaf of 
papers con ta in ing  his analysis 
of the na tiona l s itua tion  and the 
rem edies he as a fasc is t p ro ­
poses fo r  th e ir  so lu tion.
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F E L IX  M O R R O W  

JO S E P H  H A N S E N

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A Job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the idle factories— operate them under 
workers’ control.

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program.

4. Thirty-th irty  ! $30-weekly minimum wage—  
30-hour weekly m axim um  for all workers on 
all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.

7. All w ar funds to the unemployed.

8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.

11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 
and Fascist attacks.

Stop Reaction’s March
The Pennsylvania legislature has just passed 

a bill outlawing sit-down strikes, abolishing the 
check-off o f union dues, and granting the em­
ployer the unwarranted privilege to interfere 
with workers’ rights by calling for a union elec­
tion whenever he wishes.

This bill is part o f the nation-wide offensive 
o f Big Business and the W ar Deal against labor 
and belongs to the same category o f legislative 
and judicial attacks as the vicious anti-labor 
bills passed in Oregon°and Washington, the sit- 
down prosecutions in Los Angeles, the decision 
o f the Supreme Court in the Fansteel case, and 
the $7,500,000 damage suit of Republic Steel 
against the workers it  shot down.

W ith  the development o f the sit-down strike 
and the great wave o f union organization that 
created the C.I.O. and built up the membership 
o f the A.F. of L. to new heights, the American 
worker demonstrated that he had unlimited pow­
er to bring the employers to heel and put a stop 
to bosses’ acts o f intimidation, violence, spying, 
shootings in the back, low w’ages, long hours, 
and colossal profits fo r the stockholders.

But the employers own, control, and manage 
the government and the courts. As soon as the 
militancy o f the workers seemed to die down, 
the employers launched a counter-campaign, u til­
izing their government as the instrument of 
attack.

Through their government, they are attempt­
ing to do away with the sit-down strike which 
won gains for labor so effectively. Through 
their government they are attempting to impov­
erish the union treasury by abolishing the check­
off. Through their government they are attempt­
ing to put a complete halt to union organization 
by permitting the employer to call an election 
whenever he is sure that the union for one rea­
son or another does not have a majority in the 
plant.

The first step in calling a halt to this offensive 
of Big Business is clear recognition that these 
anti-labor laws should be regarded by militant 
labor with the same degree of contempt with 
which Big Business had them enacted.

To the law of the employers: PRO FITS 
F IR ST, the workers must reply: T H E  R IG H T 
TO  L IV E  F IR ST.

There is no deception, no violence, no frame- 
up, no bloody or despicable deed which Big Bus­
iness w ill not commit in its counter-campaign 
against labor. We must organize Workers De­
fense Guards immediately in every union local 
in order to meet a new wave o f machine-gun 
terror from the bosses.

And we must organize to put into power our 
own government, a W O R K E R S ’ G O VER N ­
M E N T  that w ill act to protect and increase the 
rights of the great m ajority of working men in­
stead of the small handful o f stockholders whose 
vaults are bursting with ill-gotten profits.

The "Front" Collapses
By a decisive majority, the Congress of the 

French Socialist Party voted to put an end to 
collaboration w ith the Stalinist party.

The decision marks only the formal burial 
of the Popular Front which has been dead on 
its feet these many months in France. The so-

called “ Radicals” led by Daladier, had aban­
doned it some time ago.

A  more inglorious end to a movement for 
which such fabulous promises were made, is 
hard to imagine.

The Popular Front was going to unite the 
workers into a solid bloc and win to its banner 
the “ progressive capitalists.”  It succeeded only 
in yoking the workers to the chariot of the 
ruling class.

It was going to consolidate and extend the 
gains won by the workers by their own militant 
class action, especially during the powerful sit- 
down strike movement o f June 1936. First un­
der Blum and then under Daladier, every one 
o f these gains was taken away from the workers, 
who were cajoled, browbeaten and forced into 
abandoning them under the plea that it was in 
the interest o f the Popular Front.

I t  was going to bar the road to the advance 
o f the fascists in France, to the rise of totali­
tarianism. The fascist gains are stronger and 
more impudent in France today than they were 
three-four years ago. The advance o f tota litari­
anism, o f dictatorial rule, o f government by 
decree has been swifter and more stunning dur­
ing the period o f the Popular Front govern­
ment, especially Daladier’s, than ever before in 
France.

I t  was going to “ secure peace,” to stave o ff 
war, to “ halt H itle r.”  I t  did none o f these. Not 
only is war more imminent, but the masses are 
more disoriented and demoralized in face of that 
mortal threat to their lives and liberties. Still 
more: both the Socialist and Communist Parties 
ended their Popular Front collaboration by be­
coming the most zealous patriots, the most fu ­
rious shouters for a “ preventive”  war against 
H itler and Co.

It was going to lead to a "united party”  of 
the working class. I t  did n o t; it could not. The 
gulf between the social democrats and the Stalin­
ists is wider today than at the beginning o f the 
Popular Front. The social democrats have be­
come more rabid national French patriots. The 
Stalinists have become more openly nationalist 
Russian patriots. The one is no more honorable 
than the other.

As the “ Iron Front” — class collaboration in 
Germany opened the road to H itler. As the 
“ People’s Front” — class collaboration in Spain 
facilitated the triumph of Franco. In France, 
the collapse o f People’s Front collaboration with 
capitalism makes it possible for the workers and 
peasants o f that country to reorganize their 
ranks, to turn the helm in the right direction, 
and with their invincible united strength, crush 
the war-mongers and capitalist exploiters. There 
is yet time for this.

And -let us learn the clearly-indicated lessons 
from Europe. The Popular Front— that means 
the subjection o f labor to capital; that means 
ignominious defeat.

Progress, victory— these are possible only by 
means of the United Workers Front, o f Class 
against Class.

And How!
“ I-Hate-W ar” Roosevelt continues to hate 

war in his own inimitable fashion.
Having turned over to the war machine the 

funds belonging to the unemployed and spent 
more money for warplanes, battleships, bombs, 
rifles, torpedoes, bayonets, and submarines than 
any other peace-time president in the history of 
the United States, he has now launched a re­
cruiting campaign without parallel to expand 
his army.

Huge recruiting stations on wheels are to be 
opened, new slogans are to be invented, and 
posters, motion pictures, and the radio are to be 
marshalled for use. M ajor Harold N. Gilbert, 
recruiting officer-in-charge said that even some 
“ high pressure salesmanship" might be used.

They'll need plenty of high pressure salesman­
ship. For, as the recent Gallup polls have shown, 
not all Roosevelt’s charm has sold the American 
workers and farmers on the idea o f going to 
war.

Stalin Aids China
A  dispatch from Hong Kong reports that ma­

terials are coming from Russia to the aid of 
China on a greatly reduced scale. Not only have 
shipments been cut down, but the experts who 
have been acting as a staff of advisors to Chiang 
Kai-shek have been withdrawn almost entirely.

Observers report that no new agreement has 
been reached for further aid from Russia and 
that Stalin’s policy of helping China has about 
run its course.

What is the trouble? Has Stalin succeeded in 
draining away China's gold supply the way he 
did Loyalist Spain’s? O r is he finding that his 
G.P.U. apparatus cannot learn the Chinese lan­
guage as easily as it learned Spanish? Or did 
his fishing agreement w ith Japan extend to the 
borders o f Tibet?

Visits Palestine, Finds Communist 
Party Pursuing Anti-Jewish Line

How Melach Epstein, Former "Freiheit" Editor, Saw the 
Full Viciousness of the Stalinist Line and Was Driven 
Into Exile for Telling His Objections to the Bureaucracy

How M elach E pste in , e d ito r , 
of the C om m unist P a r ty ’s Y id ­
dish d a ily , the F re ih e it, w ent 
to Palestine and was h o rr if ie d  I 
to d iscover the P a lestin ian  I 
C om m unist P a rty  co n d u c tin g 1 
an anti-Jew ish  po licy : how he 
re tu rned  to seek the in te rven ­
tion  o f the C entra l C om m ittee 
o f the A m erican  p a rty ; and 
how, as a consequence o f ra is ­
ing  the question he was d riven  
fro m  his e d ito ria l post, has now 
been to ld by Sh. Weber, who 
fro m  1932 to 1937 was a co l­
league of E pste in  and co-c ity  
ed ito r of the F re ih e it. D eta ils  
o f th is  s to ry  appear in  an a r­
tic le  by W eber in  the Jew ish 
D a ily  F o rw a rd , M ay 27.

When E pste in  a rr ive d  in  
Palestine in  the S pring  o f 1936, 
a p rom inen t fig u re  in  the Com­
m un is t m ovem ent, he found 
h im se lf greeted w ith  open hos­
t i l i t y  by the A rab  secre ta ry  of 
the P a les tin ian  p a rty . “ Who 
sent fo r you, who needs your 
adv ice? ’ ’ , th is  m an said to E p ­
stein. “ We get our advice fro m  
Moscow, and you stop in te r fe r ­
in g .”

C.P.P. A nti-Jew ish
As a re su lt o f h is encounters 

w ith  th is  m an and h is inves ti­
gations o f the actua l conduct of 
the S ta lin is ts  in  Palestine, E p ­
stein was d riven  to the conclu­
sion th a t “ the general secre­
ta ry  o f the C om m unist P a rty  of 
Palestine is a b itte r enem y of 
tlie  Jew s ."

M oscow ’s appointee as ch ie f­
ta in  of the P a lestin ian  S ta lin ­
ists w orked on the basis o f the 
outlook, w h ich  he expressed to 
Epste in, th a t a ll Jew ish Com­
m unists were a c tu a lly  secret 
sym path izers w ith  the Z ion is t 
m ovem ent. As a consequence, 
he took measures to d rive  m ost 
of the Jew ish C om m unists out 
o f the organization.

In  accordance w ith  M oscow ’s 
line of re fus ing  to d is tingu ish  
between the genuine asp ira ­

tions o f the A rab  masses and 
the co rru p t and unp rinc ip led  
game p layed by the M u fti and 
his te rro ris ts , the P a lestin ian  
S ta lin is t o rgan iza tion  not on ly  
defended the bom bings and as­
sassinations ca rr ie d  on by the 
M u f t i ’s gangsters, bu t ac tua lly  
its e lf engaged in  such bom b­
ings, E pste in  discovered.

Jew ish Com m unists were 
s ingled ou t fo r  the h o rrib le  
task of th row ing  these bombs. 
In  cases where A rabs w ere as­
signed, the Jews w ere requ ired  
to m anu factu re  the bombs.

Meets O ppositionists
E pste in  had a m eeting w ith  

a group of Jew ish Com m unists 
who had been d riven  out of the 
organization, and learned fu r ­
the r co rrobo ra ting  deta ils 
£ long the sam e line . Since 
then, these dissidents have o r­
ganized around the paper pub­
lished in  both A rab ic  and Heb 
rew , H aor-E l N our, on a pro 
g ram  of A rab-Jew ish  w o rke rs ’ 
and peasants’ un ity .

E pste in  learned of the as­
s ignm ent of two young Jew ish 
C om m unists to th row  a bomb 
a t a Jew ish m eeting in  Te l- 
A v iv . He sought ou t those as­
signed, and p reva iled  upon 
them  to abandon the p ro jec t.

H o rr ifie d  by w ha t he had 
seen in  Palestine, E pste in  
went to Spain and there saw 
the" ch ie fta in  o f the co lon ia l de­
pa rtm e n t o f the C om m unist In ­
te rna tiona l. The la tte r , when 
appealed to by Epste in , to ld 
h im  th a t h is only recourse was 
to secure the aid of the C entra l 
C om m ittee of the A m erican  
pa rty .

E pste in  T e lls  H is Story
The foregoing fac ts  were re ­

ported by E pste in  to a select 
m eeting o f m em bers o f the 
Jew ish B uro  o f the C.P. and ed­
ito r ia l associates on the F re i­
heit. W eber was a t th is  m eet­
ing, and the te rr ib le  fac ts  re ­
ported by E pste in  and the fa i l ­
ure of the S ta lin is t leadership

to do anyth ing  about them  led 
h im  fin a lly  to break w ith  S ta l­
in ism .

E pste in  never succeeded in 
b ring ing  the m a tte r to the 
po in t o f discussion in  the Cen­
tra l C om m ittee. He was m ere­
ly  ca lled before a sub-com m it- 
tee and confronted w ith  a 
ready-m ade reso lu tion support­
ing the po licy  of the C om intern 
in  P alestine. A bureaucra t 
w ith o u t m uch courage, E pste in  
soon enough cap itu la ted . H is 
sole ac t o f resistance was to re ­
fuse to w rite  an a rtic le  a t the 
tim e  defending the line  o f the 
C entra l C om m ittee ’s reso lu tion.

The ja cka ls  around h im  took 
advantage of the w eakening of 
E p s te in ’s position as the re su lt 
o f his ra is ing  the Palestine 
question, and a fte r a period of 
defending h im se lf. E pste in  was 
f in a lly  fo rced to resign his post 
as ed ito r, and go in to  ex ile  fo r 
two years a t the o ther end of 
the coun try .

The Basic L ine
W eber’s s to ry  provides a 

m ino r lin k  in  the broader s to ry  
w hich requ ires no reve la tions 
a t a ll, bu t is known to the Jew ­
ish w orkers  and A rab  w orkers  
and peasants of P a lestine . The 
S ta lin is ts  have sought to w in  
the good w il l  o f the A rab  land- 
owners and bourgeoisie in  p re f­
erence to th a t o f the P a les tin ­
ian  masses. H av ing  no fa ith  in  
the co lon ia l revo lu tion  w h ich  is 
ind ica ted  fo r the N ear E ast, 
the S ta lin is ts  p re fe r to lin k  
them selves w ith  the A rab  ex­
p lo ite rs  and to use them  as a 
fo rm  of pressure upon B r ita in  
on beha lf of S ta lin ’s d ip lom a tic  
moves. The S ta lin is ts  never 
c r itic ise  the A rab  exp lo iters, 
and have d iscouraged a ll 
moves to organize the A rab  
w orkers as an independent 
fo rce . Th is  is the basic po licy  
ly in g  behind the an ti-Jew ish  
o rien ta tion  o f the P a les tin ian  
S ta lin is t organ iza tion .

Manifesto Issued by League for 
Cultural Freedom and Socialism

(Continued from Page 11 i
m iu m  is  p u t upon the conven­
tiona l and the academ ic. The 
socia l sciences are w itnessing 
the re v iv a l o f va rious fo rm s of 
obscurantism , the rise  o f an in ­
to le ra n t orthodoxy. E ducators 
are being in tim id a te d  through 
lo ya lty  oaths. G overnm ent cen­
sorship c ripp les W .P .A . theatre , 
a rt, and l ite ra ry  pro jects. T e r­
ro r is m  is exercised by the 
C atholic church  over such cu l­
tu ra l enterprises as the movies. 
C overt sabotage h inders the 
pub lica tion  of w ork  by indepen­
dent and re vo lu tio n a ry  w rite rs . 
And In heresy hun ting  bodies 
like  the Dies C om m ittee, m any 
of these tendencies fin d  o ffic ia l 
and concentrated expression.

Such conditions are a cha l­
lenge to independent in te lle c tu ­
als. Y e t no ex is ting  c u ltu ra l 
organ iza tion  is ready fu l ly  to 
m eet the challenge. I f  In the 
to ta lita r ia n  states in te lle c tua l 
life  is an a ffa ir  fo r the police, 
in A m erica  i t  is p repa ring , un­
der pressure of an ti-fasc is t 
hys te ria , fo r vo lu n ta ry  abdica­
tion. C u ltu ra l c irc les , fo rm e rly  
progressive, are now c a p itu la t­
ing  to the s p ir it  o f fascism  
w h ile  ostensib ly com batting  its 
le tte r. They f ig h t one fa lse­
hood w ith  another. To the dei­
fica tio n  of H it le r  and M usso­
l in i they counterpose the de ifi 
ca tion o f S ta lin , the unqua lified  
support of Roosevelt. The m ys 
tic ism  o f “ A ry a n ”  suprem acy 
they m atch  w ith  a na tiona l 
dem ocra tic  m y th  con jured out 
of A m e ric a ’s h is to ric  in fancy. 
To the w a r d rive  of the fasc is t 
powers they re p ly  w ith  a w a r 
d rive  o f th e ir  own.

In  consequence the in te lle c ­
tua l gains of recent decades 
are being ra p id ly  w iped out. 
The last w a r sec m oving  in  th is  
coun try  a profound c u rre n t of 
sceptic ism  in respect to bour­
geois values in  a r t  and life . 
Responsible fo r the fines t cu l­
tu ra l achievem ents of the post 
w a r period, th is  tendency cu l­
m inated a fte r 1929 in  the rad i- 
oa lization of a s ig n ifica n t p a rt 
of the in te lligen ts ia . B u t now, 
in  the name o f a spurious 
“ a n ti-fa sc is t”  u n ity , num erous 
in te llec tua ls  are deserting  th e ir 
hard-won c r it ic a l independence. 
They are g iv ing  up th e ir op­
position to ca p ita lis t exp lo ita ­
tion  and oppression, to  im p e ri­
a lis t dom ination of colonial 
lands. They no longer p ro test 
repression and fram e-up in  th is 
coun try , in  the Soviet U nion, 
and in  o ther “ dem ocracies” . 
T hey have forsaken the s tru g ­
gle fo r the r ig h t of asy lum . In

the nam e of a “ dem ocra tic  
fro n t”  aga inst ty ra n n y  abroad 
they p u t up w ith  increasing  
ty ra n n y  a t home. In  short, 
they have surrendered the 
r ig h t— and du ty—to p ro test a ll 
in jus tice , to investigate  a ll 
fo rm u lae , to challenge a ll dog­
mas, to th in k  th rough  a ll p rob­
lem s. And insp ired  by S ta lin ­
is t and so c ia l-re fo rm is t p ropa­
ganda they advocate a new 
w ar fo r "d e m o c ra cy .”  Y e t th is 
w a r m ust g ive b ir th  to m ili ta ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip  and to fo rm s  of in ­
te lle c tua l repression fa r  m ore 
v io len t than those evoked by 
the la s t w ar.

Am ong advanced in te lle c tua l 
c irc les  in  the U n ited  States the 
m ost active  forces o f reaction 
today are the so-called c u ltu ra l 
organizations under con tro l of 
the C om m unist p a rty . P re tend ­
ing to represent progressive 
opinion, these bodies are in  e f­
fec t bu t apologists fo r  the 
K re m lin  d ic ta to rsh ip . They 
outlaw  a ll d issenting opinion 
fro m  the L e ft. They poison the 
in te lle c tua l atm osphere w ith  
slander. And they have suc­
ceeded in im posing th e ir views 
and methods on groups fo rm e r­
ly  independent of the C om m u­
n is t P a rty .

A ga inst these forces we, the 
undersigned, believe th a t a r­
tis ts  and w rite rs  m ust un ite  to 
defend th e ir independence as 
c ra ftsm en , indeed, th e ir  ve ry  
r ig h t to w ork. I t  goes w ithou t 
saying th a t we do not subscribe 
to th a t c u rre n tly  fashionable 
ca tch-w ord : “ N e ithe r com m u­
n ism  nor fa s c is m ." On the con­
tra ry , we recognize th a t the 
libe ra tion  o f cu ltu re  is insepar­
able fro m  the lib e ra tio n  o f the 

i w ork ing  classes and o f a ll hu­
m a n ity . Shall we abandon the 
ideals of revo lu tiona ry  so c ia l­
ism  because one p o litica l 
group, w h ile  c lin g in g  to its  
name, has so m ise rab ly  be­
trayed  its  p rinc ip les?  Shall we 
re v e rt to a p rog ram  of m idd le- 
class dem ocracy because the 
K re m lin  governm ent, in  obedi­
ence to its  own in te rests— 
which are no longer the in te r 
esis of the Soviet people nor of 
the masses anyw here—directs 
us to do so? On the co n tra ry , 
we re je c t a ll such com m ands. 
D em ocracy under in d u s tria l- 
ca p ita lism  can o ffe r no pe rm a­
nent haven to the in te lle c tua l 
w o rke r and a rtis t. In  its  in s ta ­
b il i ty .  i t  becomes the breeding 
ground o f d ic ta to rsh ip , and 
such few lib e rtie s  as i t  grants 
us today, i t  w il l  v io le n tly  re ­
voke tom orrow . The idea of 
dem ocracy m ust come to flo w ­

e r in  a soc ia lis t dem ocracy. In  
the re vo lu tio n a ry  reconstruc­
tion  of society lies the hope of 
the w orld , the prom ise o f a 
free  hum an ity , a new a rt, an 
un res tric ted  science.

The defense of in te lle c tua l 
freedom  requ ires, m oreover, 
th a t we re je c t a ll theories and 
p ractices w h ich  tend to m ake 
cu ltu re  the crea tu re  of po litics , 
even re vo lu tio n a ry  po litics . We 
dem and C O M P LE TE  F R E E ­
DOM  FO R  ’ A R T  AN D  SCI­
EN C E. NO D IC TA T IO N  BY 
P A R T Y  OR G O V E R N M E N T. 
C u ltu re  not on ly does not seek 
orders but by its  ve ry  na ture  
cannot to le ra te  them . T ru ly  in ­
te lle c tua l crea tion  is incom pat­
ib le  w ith  the s p ir it  o f con fo r­
m ity ; and i f  a r t  and science 
are to be tru e  to the revo lu ­
tion , they m ust f i r s t  be true  to 
them selves.

We are not alone in  these 
convictions. O ur p rinc ip les  are 
in  general agreem ent w ith  
those contained in  a recent 
m anifesto of Andre B re ton , the 
F rench poet, and D iego R ive ra , 
the M exican pa in te r. M ove­
ments insp ired  by th e ir  m a n i­
festo have a lready appeared in 
F rance , E ng land and else­
where.

We appeal, there fo re , to  a ll 
w rite rs  and a rtis ts  in  the U n it­
ed States who are in  substan­
tia l accord w ith  our views to 
unite w ith  us in  fo rm in g  a re v ­
o lu tiona ry  league o f w rite rs  
and a rtis ts . The func tion  of 
th is  o rgan iza tion  w il l  be to give 
p u b lic ity  to our a im s, to p ro ­
vide a fo ru m  fo r  cu ltu ra l d is ­
cussion. and to cam paign 
against a ll re ac tiona ry  tenden­
cies in in te lle c tua l life  where- 
ever they arise.

T H E  LE A G U E  FO R  C U L­
T U R A L  F R E E D O M  A N D  SO­
C IA L IS M : Jam es B urnham , 
V. F . C a lverton , E leanor C la rk . 
D av id  C. DeJong, F . W. Dupee, 
Jam es T . F a rre ll,  C lem ent 
Greenberg, W illia m  Gruen, 
M e lv in  J. Lasky, Jam es Laugh- 
lin  IV . D w ig h t M acdonald, 
Charles M a lam uth , S herry 
M angan, C la rk  M ills , George 
L . K . M o rris , George N ovack, 
L ym an  Paine, Kenneth Patch- 
en. W illia m  P h illip s , F a ir f ie ld  
P o rte r. P h ilip  R ahv, James 
R o rty , H a ro ld  Rosenberg, Paul 
Rosenfeld. M eyer Schapiro, 
D elm ore Schwartz, W in fie ld  T . 
Scott, John W hee lw righ t, and 
B e rtra m  D. Wolfe.

(Please address a ll com m u­
n ications to : D w ig h t M acdon­
ald, A c ting  S ecre tary, 539 E as t 
88th St., New Y o rk  C ity .)

Some of our readers m ay be aw are th a t the 
Lovestoneites are c a rry in g  on a sham efaced cam ­
paign fo r  union in to  one organ iza tion  o f them ­
selves, the S oc ia lis t P a rty  and the S oc ia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty . Shamefaced, because the I.L .L .A . and 
the ed ito rs  o f the W orkers Age do not take  a posi­
tion  on the question ye t—th a t ’s th e ir  idea o f g iv ­
ing  leadersh ip—but, w ith  m ock h u m ility , they 
p r in t in sp ired  “ le tte rs  fro m  the ra n k  and f i le ”  1b 
w h ich the standpo in t in  fa vo r o f union is  given 
the be tte r p lay .

On another occasion, our own opin ion on the 
question w il l  be p u t fo rw a rd  a t g rea te r length. 
Suffice i t  fo r today to p r in t a com m un ica tion  
w h ich  shows the lengths to w h ich  Lovestone is 
going in  h is anx ie ty  to un ite  w ith  the "T ro ts k y ­
is ts ” —a le tte r ju s t rece ived fro m  an old fr iend  
in  P a ris , under date o f M ay 21. I t  reads in  p a rt:

“ I  come to a less p leasant sub ject, Lovestone 
and his lecture . I t  was reserved fo r  a h a lf hun­
dred m em bers o f the P.S.O .P., p lus severa l in ­
v ited  guests, I  among them . You can w e ll im ag ine  
th a t under the c ircum stances Lovestone had noth­
ing o f the 'innocen t ab road ’ about h im . The a im  
he assigned h im se lf, on the basis o f an exposi­
tion  o f the A m erican  trade  union s itua tion , was 
v is ib le  fro m  the beginn ing to the end o f his lec­
tu re  bu t on ly i f  one were a l it t le  fa m il ia r  w ith  
th is  s itua tion  and w ith  th ings in  A m erica  in  gen­
e ra l. I t  was a b it  long and tiresom e because Love ­
stone does no t speak F rench  and his tra n s la to r 
w anted to trans la te  b it  by b it  and h im se lf spoke 
ve ry  s low ly , som etim es h a ltin g ly . B u t he was a 
tru e  colleague, who d id  h is a ll to accentuate, by 
his tone, the po in ts th a t L . sm othered over, here 
and there, and you know  ou r p roverb  th a t ‘e ’est le 
ton qu i fa i t  la  chanson’ ( I t ’s the tone th a t makes 
the song).

Such "Honest" People!
“ On every po in t he was obviously tendencious. 

Even when he pointed out, a t the outset, th a t there 
were now two trade  union m ovem ents in  the 
U n ited  States, he ins is ted  on the fa c t th a t they were 
tw o genuine m ovem ents, no th ing  like  w ha t the 
C om in tern  had tr ie d  to do fo rm e r ly  when i t  sought 
everyw here  to s p lit  the ex is ting  trade  unions. 
S im ila r ly  w ith  respect to the trade  union w o rk  of 
the m em bers o f the Lovestone group. N in e ty  pe r­
cent of them  are un ionists—the o ther ten  percent 
being in e lig ib le —and e igh ty  percen t hold trade  
union positions, often m odest ones b u t p e rm ittin g  
them  to c a rry  on a good w o rk  o f education, he 
said. They are model un ionists, d isc ip lined  and 
respectfu l o f the ru les and regu la tions. To be sure, 
they defend th e ir  points o f v iew  and t r y  to  have 
them  p re va il, bu t i f  they are in  the m in o r ity , they 
su b m it and app ly  the  decisions adopted. They 
never m aneuver to impose th e ir  proposals ‘fro m  
above’ as was the  case w ith  the w icked Bolshe­
v iks . They are true  dem ocrats. H ow ever, th a t 
holds tru e  on ly o f s tr ic t ly  union questions. When i t  
is a m a tte r of p o lit ic a l questions—fo r exam ple, the 
s trugg le  aga inst the w a r—they in tend to preserve 
a com plete freedom  o f action , even though the 
m a jo r ity  decides aga inst them . H ow ever, they 
fo rm  fra c tio n s  inside of a ll organizations.

“ As fo r  the tw o trade  union organ iza tions, the 
o lder, the A .F .L ., is  w e ll known fo r  its  conserva­
tive  tendency. Y e t. i t  is  a dem ocra tic  organ iza tion , 
each a ff il ia te d  union m a in ta in in g  the r ig h t to  act 
as i t  pleases. Whereas in  the C .I.O. there  is no 
dem ocracy w hatsoever.W hat’s m ore, when the re ­
constitu tion  o f u n ity  was possible, because the 
A .F .L . accepted the new p rin c ip le  o f organ iza tion  
on an in d u s tr ia l basis, i t  was Lew is  who pu lled  out. 
show ing thereby th a t he wanted above a ll to  keep 
his center, o f w h ich  he was the a ll-pow e rfu l m as­
te r. T h a t is w hy the Lovestone group, a fte r having  
worked w ith  the C.I.O . and hav ing  re jo iced  over 
its  crea tion , moved aw ay fro m  it .  Lovestone said 
noth ing, of course, o f h is a c tiv ity  and o f h is p e r­
sonal in te rven tions, o f his co llabora tion  w ith  H om ­
er M a rtin , etc. . . .

“ T h a t’s about a ll there was in  the general expo­
s ition . I t  was a lready  p re tty  tendencious and the 
p ic tu re  o f the A .F .L . was ra th e r f la tte r in g , ju s t as 
the p ic tu re  o f the C om in te rn  of the good period 
was ca lu m n ia to ry . B u t in  the question period, 
when Lovestone alone had the flo o r and a lw ays the 
las t w ord, his f ire  was d irec ted  aga inst the A m e r­
ican ‘T ro ts k y is ts .’ They are on ly a p o lit ic a l sect. 
L it t le  in fluence in  the trade  unions. O n ly 400-500 
m em bers (the Lovestone group has 2,000, he sa id ). 
The T ro tsky is ts  are S ta lin is ts  upside-down. T h e ir 
tu rns  a re  as a b rup t as those o f the S ta lin is ts  and. 
i f  they c r itic ize  S ta lin ism , they get th e ir slogans 
fro m  the Pope of Coyoacan. F o r exam ple, a fte r 
hav ing  entered the S oc ia lis t p a rty , they ab ru p tly  
le ft it ,  a fte r hav ing  caused a good deal o f troub le  
and hav ing  weakened i t  (th is  said fo r  the bene fit 
of the leaders of the P.S.O .P. who welcom ed the 
F rench  T ro tsky is ts ). S im ila r ly  In the trade  union 
m ovem ent where they a t f i r s t  defended H om er 
M a rtin , then a ttacked h im  w ith o u t anyone know ­
ing w hy. F in a lly , in  th is  case, a no t ve ry  f la tte r in g  
p o rtra it bu t one w h ich  w il l  c e rta in ly  no t surprise  
you. He said no t a w ord , n a tu ra lly , e ith e r o f the 
Tw ice-W eekly Appeal o r o f the New In te rn a tio n a l.

An Embarrassing Question
“ Y e t one question em barrassed h im : Is  i t  true  

th a t the Lovestone group approved the f i r s t  M os­
cow tr ia ls  and changed its  a ttitude  on ly w ith  the 
th ird  t r ia l ,  when R ykov and B u kh a rin  w ere in ­
volved? There is no connection, said Lovesto*e, 
between th is  question and the sub jec t of m y  lec­
tu re . B u t I  do no t w an t to evade i t .  I t  is  tru e  th a t 
we were m is taken  a t f i r s t  about the Moscow tr ia ls . 
B u t the I.L .L .A . does not pretend to have reached 
perfection  as yet. I t  can m ake m istakes. I f  i t  were 
a lready perfect, we w ould no longer have anyth ing  
to d o !”

“ P re tty  rid icu lous , is n ’t  it?  B u t w ha t could he 
say?

“ Even though the I.L .L .A . was s t i l l  fa r  fro m  
perfection  and Lovestone was sub ject to e rro r, the 
a im  he set h im se lf was c e rta in ly  no less affected 
by i t :  i t  was to d isc re d it the A m erican  T ro tsky is ts  
and, by tha t, to re in fo rce , in  the strugg les develop­
ing  a t present inside the ranks o f the P.S.O .P., the 
a n ti-T ro tsky is t elem ents, Freem asons and others 
who fin d  T ro tsky ism  ra th e r annoying. F o r m e, be­
ing  on ly an in v ite d  guest, no t a m em ber o f the 
P.S.O .P., and respectfu l o f the ru les of w ell-know n 
old F rench  politeness, I  lim ite d  m yse lf to  lis ten ing  
and to reoord ing  the fa c t th a t I  had loj&t a good 
even ing .”

By Max Shachtman


