
WORKERS OF THE 
W ORLD U N IT E ! Socialist Appeal

Official Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International — Issued Twice Weekly

BUILD WORKERS’ 
DEFENSE GUARDS

VO L. I l l ,  No. 34 F R ID A Y , M A Y  19, 1939 Set up and Printed by Union L*abor. 
Application fo r Isabel Pending 3c a Copy

LEWIS CALLS FOR MORE W P A  JOBS
-------------------- ROOSEVELT'S PAL--------------------

Anastasio  
B loody D ic ta to r 

O f N ica ragua
By Adolfo Zamora

Anastasio Somoza, P res iden t of N ica ragua , is being re 
ceived w ith  special lavishness and cerem ony by the A m erican  
G overnm ent d u ring  h is v is it  here. Roosevelt has gone ou t of 
his w ay to dem onstra te  h is s o lid a rity  and friendsh ip  fo r  the 
N ica raguan  v is ito r. Who is Somoza? W hat is his record? How 
does he f i t  in to  R oosevelt’s "D e m o c ra tic  F ro n t o f the A m e ri
cas” ? The rea l s to ry  o f Somoza is g iven below in  the a rtic le  
by Adolfo Zam ora, p rom inen t re vo lu tio n a ry  ex ile  fro m  N ic a r
agua who is a t present one o f the ed ito rs  o f the M exican 
M a rx is t rev iew , C lave.—Ed.

Up until February 21, 1934, the day he achieved inter
national notoriety by murdering Sandino, the agrarian 
leader of Nicaragua’s independence movement, the career 
of the present guest of honor at the White House, Anas
tasio Somoza, alias “El General,’’ was of a shady and 
prison-record type. A  series of crimes and betrayals since 
that time have brought him to power, first through a pup
pet president and finally through his own installation in 
the presidency (fo r an indefinite period, he thinks) as the 
absolute lord of the lives and property of the Nicaraguans.

This post he enjoys today to the greater glory of M r. 
Roosevelt’s Democracy and Good Neighbor policy. Scarce
ly two months before he shook the friendly hand of the 
“democrat” F .D .R ., he re-elected himself supreme poten
tate for nine more years through a faked “Constitutional 
Congress.” Hence his boss in Washington can count for 
a certain period on a loyal henchman in the future Canal 
Zone of Nicaragua, a watch dog whose merits there is no 
need to discuss.

An Imperialist Servant
Somoza belongs to a blue-blooded family which has long 

served imperialism. His most notorious ancestor is Ber- 
nabe Somoza, alias “Seven Handkerchiefs,” notorious 
executioner who placed himself at the orders of William  
Walker and his filibuster invaders of Nicaragua in the year 
1856. Hundreds of his fellow countrymen who fought 
against Walker were murdered by “Seven Handkerchiefs,” 
who won this strange nickname by committing, during an 
extended period, seven executions daily, in each of which 
he always used a new handkerchief to clean the blood of 
his victim from his knife.

President Roosevelt’s friend inherited from his great an
cestor two very useful qualities: a menial adherence to im
perialist oppression and a cowardly cruelness which en
able him to murder in cold blood and from behind. These 
two ingredients constitute the best “strong men” of Latin 
America. “Seven Handkerchiefs” would be proud today to 
see his grandson seated at the great boss's table, he who 
could never aspire to more than the toe of a hireling’s boot. 
Moreover poor Barnabe died— hanged— and his body was 
burned in Rivas, Nicaragua, “misunderstood” by his 
countrymen and abandoned by his chiefs.

Counterfeiter and Bootlegger
This is not Anastasio’s first visit to the United States. 
For six years as a young man, he assiduously made the 
rounds of the Chicago saloons until his mother’s money 
gave out. And money is of so little consequence to him 
that upon returning to Nicaragua the first enterprise to 
which he dedicated his brilliant talents was counterfeiting. 
H e  also turned his leisure moments to bootlegging. Fortu
nately for him he had, a short while before, married a 
Nicaraguan aristocrat, one Debayle, so that only his two 
accomplices who were not aristocrats were imprisoned : 
Camilio Gonzales, alias “ El General” and Santos Ben- 
danes, alias “El Zarco,” “the Blond.” Thanks to the influ
ence of his father-in-law, Dr. Debayle, Somoza remained 
free.

In  1924-25, Somoza received his first important public 
post. Through his uncle, Vice-president Sacasa, he was des
ignated Tax Collector of Leon. He remained in this job a 
short time and upon leaving it was accused of malfeasance.

(Continued on Page 4)

SWP Convention Endorses 
Twice-a-Month Challenge

Coal Strike Settled W ith Victory 
For Miners in Two-Year Contract

Britain Is 
Again 
Rebuffed 
By Russia

Suspense Dominates 
Situation as World 
Powers Await Events

The Soviet Union this week 
again rebuffed Britain's ef
fort to draw it into participa
tion in the Anglo-French 
“guarantees” to Poland and 
Rumania.

While the Nazis, following 
their now-familiar strategy, 
let the crisis simmer down to 
a slow boil, the Russians con
tinued to hold the western 
powers off at arm’s length.

Britain asked Russia to 
come to the a id  o f Poland and 
R um an ia  i f  a ttacked by G e r
m any and said the Soviet p rom 
ise of a id  need not become op
e ra tive  u n til B r ita in  and 
F rance  were a lready  in  action.

M osoow’s Reply
The Russians rep lied  th a t th is  

in  e ffe c t le ft them  hold ing  the 
bag. fo r  I t  p rov ided  no Anglo- 
F rench  guarantee to Russia in  
the event o f a ttack  th rough the 
B a lt ic  countries o r subsequent 
to the possible defeat o f the 
Poles and R um anians by H it
le r ’s hordes.

To underline  th e ir  a ttitude  of 
aloofness, the Russians an
nounced th a t they w ould be 
represented a t Oeneva next 
week by no one m ore im p o r
ta n t than Iv a n  M a isky , the So
v ie t am bassador a t London. 
The B r it is h  and F rench  had en
te rta ined  hopes o f m eeting 
some h igher Russian o ff ic ia l 
w ith  powers to settle  the p rob
lem  o f Russian p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
the w estern bloc.

W atting  on Danzig
As I t  is now, the whole issue 

rem ains in  suspense, w a itin g  
on events. The Russians de
m and a fu l l  a lliance  as the 
p rice  o f th e ir  a id—apparen tly  
under the delusion th a t such an 
a lliance  w il l  be o f any rea l ser
v ice  In the defense o f the Soviet 
U nion when w a r comes. The 
B ritis h  have no desire to enter 
upon such an a lliance , desiring  
no t to close a ll the doors to 
“ appeasem ent”  o f I ta ly .  Japan, 
F ra n co ’s Spain, and possib ly 
even a t th is  la te  date, G er
m any. M u sso lin i’s so ft speak
ing  la s t week nourished these 
hopes.

H it le r  Is m eanw hile  pursu ing  
w ith  respect to  D anzig the 
same w a itin g  tac tics  th a t won 
h im  the Sudetenland and the 
res t o f Czechoslovakia. He s t i l l  
figu res  on sweeping D anzig in 
to his fo ld  w ith o u t a w a r and 
ca lcu la tes on doing th is  by 
w a itin g  u n til the Poles c rack  
under the nervous s tra in  o f no t 
know ing ju s t how m uch sup
p o rt they can count on i f  w ar 
comes. T h a t unce rta in ty  con
tinues so long as the Russians 
p lay th e ir present game.

London W aits
In  London, i t  was in te res ting  

to note, there  w ere some q u a r
te rs  th a t seemed to be w a itin g  
on events in  D anzig in  o rde r to 
c la r ify  R ussia ’s exact position. 
F o r i f  the N azis take  Danzig, 
e ithe r th rough the m echanism  
o f a p leb isc ite  o r th rough  a d i
re c t coup, and the Poles find  
them selves in  a pants-down po
s ition  as a re su lt o f Russian 
“ n e u tra lity ,"  the B r it is h  w il l  
conclude th a t the Germ an-So
v ie t understand ing  fo r  m u tua l 
“ n e u tra liza tio n ”  a c tu a lly  ex
is ts  and w il l  ac t acco rd ing ly .

The Poles s t i l l  say they w il l  
f ig h t fo r  Danzig. The Anglo- 
F rench  s tra tegy  is s t i l l  based 
on p e rm ittin g  D anzig to go by 
w ith o u t a fig h t. T h a t is where 
E u rope ’s w a r-m ak ing  gang
sters stood as the w o rld  drew  
one week nea re r w a r.

The cam paign to increase the 
frequency of appearance o f the 
Challenge o f Y ou th  fro m  a 
m onth ly  to a tw ice -m on th ly  by 
ra is ing  $500 and ge tting  350 
add itiona l subscrip tions by 
June 1, has been launched. 
This goal, decided upon by the 
N ationa l Council o f the Young 
People’s S oc ia lis t League a t its  
p lenum  held in  A kron , Ohio, 
was m o tiva ted  by its  p o lit ica l 
needs: a t leas t a w eekly. The 
slogan is, the re fo re , “ tw ice  
m o n th ly  on the road to the 
w eek ly .”

The whole hearted  coopera

tion  of the m em bers o f the 
Y .P .S .L . has succeeded in  n e t
tin g  to date m any subs and do
nations fro m  various pa rts  o f 
the coun try . M eanw hile  League 
m em bers are a rra n g in g  dances 
and pa rties  to ra ise the needed 
funds.

Though th is  cam paign has 
ju s t gotten under w ay the plans 
and pledges o f the Y .P .S .L . in 
d icate  a huge success. As we 
go to press we hear th a t the 
New Y o rk  S.W .P. convention 
has endorsed the d rive  fo r  a 
tw ice -m on th ly  and urges every  
p a rty  b ranch, fra c tio n  and sym 
pa th ize r to take a greeting .

N a tio n a l 
G uard In  
H a rla n

Governor Calls on 
Troops to Smash 
Miners' Lines

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
H A R LA N , K en tucky .—U nder 

the pro tection  of the bayonets 
o f the N a tiona l G uard , s ix 
m ines opened th is  week w ith  
scab labo r in  an e ffo rt to  bust 
the U n ited  M ine W orkers of 
A m erica  in  B loody H a rla n  
County.

A rm ed  w ith  r if le s , bayonets 
and backed by m achine guns, 
the s tr ike -b reak ing  guardsm en 
prevented mass p icke ting  a t 
the entrances to the 42 mines 
in  th is  county.

An im press ive  ca ravan  of
4,000 cars loaded w ith  U .M . 
W .A. s tr ike rs  roam ed the coun
ty  fo llo w in g  a huge ra l ly  a t 
w hich U .M .W .A . leaders swore 
they w ould no t be shot back to 
w ork.

Open fihop T h re a t
The H a rla n  operators openly 

announced they intended to re 
estab lish the open shop and 
D em ocra tic  G overnor Chandler 
im m e d ia te ly  s e n t  N ationa l 
Guardsm en to assise them . The 
operators refused to sign th t 
A ppalach ian agreem ent tha t 
settled the s tr ike  of 260,000 soft 
coal m iners.

John L . Lew is  announced in 
W ashington, D . C. th a t he 
w ould take  personal charge of 
the defense o f the 12,000 s tr ik 
ers aga inst the open shop d rive .

One s tr ik e r  was h u rt by the 
N a tiona l G uard. He was s truck  
on the head by a p is to l when 
he asked perm iss ion  to cross a 
guarded bridge.

R e-in forcem ents fo r  the 600 
guardsm en were ordered on 
M ay 15 when i t  was apparent 
tha t the present fo rce  could no t 
b reak the so lid a rity  o f the 
s tr ike rs .

U nion o ffic ia ls  declared th a t 
less than  500 scabs w ere w o rk 
ing  in  the s ix  m ines th a t 
opened.

C hagrined a t th is  feeble show 
o f s treng th , the operators were 

(Continued on Page 2)

SETTLEMENT 
PROVIDES FOR 
CLOSED SHOP

Union Expects Hold- 
Out Bosses to Sign 
Agreement Soon

(B y  S ta ff W rite r )
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y . — The 

C.I.O . scored a m a jo r defensive 
v ic to ry  w ith  the se ttlem ent of 
the nation-w ide coal s tr ike  by 
the s ign ing  o f a tw o-year con
tra c t between the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers o f A m e rica  and the 
A ppa lach ian  operators w h ich  
included exclusive ba rga in ing  
r ig h ts  and the union shop.

The A ppa lach ian  pac t covers
260,000 ou t o f 320,000 so ft coal 
m iners . A sm a ll group of 
Southern operators d irec ted  by 
the H a rla n  County, K en tucky  
bosses refused to s ign • the 
agreem ent.

Pacts Signed
When a se ttlem ent became 

probable la s t week, John L . 
Lew is, p res ident o f the U .M . 
W .A., ordered 126,000 m iners  in  
the m idd le-w est who had been 
on a sym pathy s tr ik e  to re tu rn  
to w ork.

Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r the Appa
lach ian  agreem ent was an
nounced, s im ila r  pacts were 
signed in  I l l in o is  covering  25,- 

(Continued on Page 2)

The d a ily  press is v ir tu a lly  
boycotting  the Senate ju d ic ia ry  
subcom m ittee hearings on the 
Lud low  am endm ent to the con
s titu tio n  p ro v id in g  fo r  a popu
la r  re fe rendum  before Con
gress could declare w a r.

H earings held on th ree  days 
las t week in  W ashington were 
reported  in  the New Y ork 
T im es on ly in c id e n ta lly  to other 
stories, and w ere unreported 
a ltogether by the H e ra ld -T r ib 
une and the D a ily  W orker. The 
press services to the rest of 
the coun try  are c a rry in g  on ly  
the m ost m eager de ta ils . We 
are w itnessing a cold-blooded

Hague
M achine
Beaten

Bayonne Voters Cast 
Record Vote against 
Jersey H itler

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
B A Y O N N E , N . J .—A record 

vote and an unprecedented m a
jo r ity  defeated the Hague m a 
chine in  th is  c ity .

B y  an average o f nea rly
9,000 votes out o f a record  vote 
o f 38,278, the anti-H ague can
didates of the c ity  com m ission 
election rode to v ic to ry  a fte r a 
cam paign in  w h ich  they as
sailed H ague’s an ti-labo r rec 
ord.

The Jersey C ity  F ueh re r thus 
received the m ost s ting ing  re 
buke ever adm in is te red  to h im  
in  an e lection in  his own b a ili
w ick , Hudson County.

B u t those who won by de
nouncing H ague’s r e c o r o  
aga inst labo r and c iv il  r igh ts  
were no t labo r candidates, bu t 
R epublican and D em ocra tic  
fake rs , who unscrupulously 
made ca p ita l ou t o f the w ide
spread h o s tility  to Hague. The 
labor m ovem ent fa iled  to seize 
the o ppo rtun ity  to  run  its  own 
candidates.

and de libe ra te  suppression by 
the w ar-m ongers o f the facts 
about these hearings.

In  spite o f a ll th a t the Roose
ve lt ad m in is tra tio n  can do. 
however, an ti-w a r sentim ent 
rem ains strong. The G a llup  
po ll has ju s t released tw o new 
surveys of pub lic  op in ion w hich 
prove tha t. In  one, a cross-sec
tion  o f the e lectora te  answered 
th a t the p rob lem  o f keeping 
A m erica  ou t of w a r is  the m ost 
im m ed ia te  and c r it ic a l p rob 
lem  before the coun try . In  the 
o ther, 69% declared them selves 
opposed to any re p e titio n  of 
A m e ric a ’s W orld  W ar loans to 
the A llies .

Boss Press Boycotts Hearings 
On Ludlow Referendum

Sets Minimum Need  
O F U.S. at 3 ,000,000

Message to Congress Lists Five-Point 
Program for W .P.A.— Friction between
Unions and Roosevelt Increases

/ ___________
( Special to the Socialist A ppeal)

W A S H IN G T O N .— Finally yielding to the widespread 
demand in C.I.O . ranks for a fight against the relief slashes, 
John L. Lewis served on Congress a demand for a million 
more W .P .A . jobs than President Roosevelt has proposed 
for the coming year.

In his April 27 W .P .A . budget message, Roosevelt pro
posed to limit W .P .A . jobs during the coming year to two 
million as a maximum. Lewis, in his letter, addressed Sun-

N. Y. JOBLESS 
IN THREE-DAY 
PICKET LINE

U.P.W .U. Asks City 
Administration for 
Adequate Relief

(B y  S taff W rite r )
N EW  Y O R K. — A 72-hour

p icke t line  a t C ity  H a ll was in 
augurated M onday a t 11 A .M . 
by the U nem ployed and P ro j
ect W orkers U nion, to voice 
union demands fo r  adequate 
re lie f. On Tuesday, when the 
C ity  Council w ould be in  ses
sion, a union com m ittee  was 
to go before the Council to de
m and action.

M a rch ing  in  tw o long lines, 
one on the B roadw ay side o f 
C ity  H a ll, and one on the P a rk  
Row side, the p ickets ca rr ie d  
signs announcing th e ir  de
m ands: “ A ll W ar Funds to the 
U nem ployed” ; “ Im m e d ia te  Re
lie f fo r  D ism issed W .P .A . 
W orke rs” ; “ Stop Voucher Re
l ie f ” ; “ A bolish U npa id  Labo r 
a t M u n ic ip a l Lodg ing  Houses” ; 
“ Close Cam p LaG ua rd la—G ive 
Jobs” ; “ Stop the R un-A round: 
H andle C o m p la in ts " ; "Jobs  
N ot G uns” ; “ F o r a F u ll  W ork 
Week a t T rade  U n ion  W ages” ; 
“ E xpand  W .P .A . to Inc lude  A ll 
U nem ployed .”

To L a  G uard ia , who led a 
m otorcade o f v is it in g  m ayors 
to C ity  H a ll a t 1 p .m . M onday 
a fte r a v is it  to  the W o rld ’s 
F a ir ,  the poorly-c lad  pickets 
•were an em barrass ing  s igh t.

The p icke t line  was ru n  n ig h t 
and day, on fou r-hou r sh ifts , 
w ith  the loca l homeless, unem 
ployed s ing le  m em bers, not 
e lig ib le  fo r  home re lie f, con
tr ib u t in g  a la rge  share o f. th e  
m an-power despite the fa c t 
th a t they ea t on ly  an unsa tis 
fa c to ry  b reak fas t a t the M un ic 
ip a l Lodg ing  House e a rly  in  the 
day, and then m ust go hung ry  
u n til f iv e  p .m .

As One Good Anti- 
Fascist to Another

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y .—M a y
or LaG uard ia  and P rince  
Ascanio Colonna. Ita lia n  a m 
bassador to the U n ited  
States, exchanged fe lic ita 
tions in  speeches opening the 
Ita lia n  governm ent P a v il
ion a t the W o rld ’s F a ir . 
M ay 9.

M usso lin i’s representa tive  
paid tr ib u te  to LaG ua rd ia  as 
“ a w onderfu l M a y o r”  and 
thanked h im  fo r  ta k in g  p a rt 
in  the cerem ony.

LaG u a rd ia  hoped t h a t  
“ I ta ly  w il l  continue to be 
devoted to the cause of 
w o rld  peace.”

A t the end of the cere
m ony. the fa sc is t song “ G io- 
vanezza”  was p layed. The 
h a ll- fu ll o f fasc is ts  shouted 
and cheered, w ith  a rm s 
ra ised in  the fasc is t sa lute, 
and cries  o f “ V iva  Musso
l in i . ”

On num erous occasions 
p rev ious ly—no tab ly  a t Co
lum bus D ay ce lebrations, 
when fa sc is t and an ti-fasc is t 
groups hold r iv a l m eetings 
—LaG u a rd ia  has spoken fo r  
the Ita lia n  fa sc is t groups, 
despite la b o r pro tests.

day to the (House Appropri
ations Committee, demanded 
a minimum of three million.

Counters Roosevelt P roposal
The Lew is  le tte r d id  no t d i

re c t ly  re fe r to  R oosevelt’s 
W .P .A . proposals, bu t i t  was 
obviously m eant to be a coun
ter-p roposa l. I t  was the f i r s t  
s ta tem en t fro m  the C J.O . lead
ersh ip  since R oosevelt’s A p r il 
27 message to Congress. The 
A .F .L . s t i l l  rem a ins s ilen t. The 
C om m unist P a rty  - con tro lled  
W orkers A lliance , asserted ly 
representing  W .P .A . and unem 
ployed w orke rs , has rem ained 
equa lly  s ilen t.

C om ing sh o rtly  a fte r L e w is ’ 
le tte r a tta ck in g  the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  h a v i n g  
“ caused m any operators to  be
lieve  th a t they had carte  
blanche fro m  the governm ent 
to d isem bowel the U n ited  M ine 
W orke rs ,”  the C .I.O . message 
on W .P .A . m a y  ind ica te  a fu r 
th e r c leavage between the 
trade  unions and Roosevelt.

F r ic t io n  W ith  Roosevelt
As the Roosevelt a d m in is tra 

tion  speeds up its  w a r p rog ram , 
i t  is com ing  m ore and m ore in  
co llis ion  w ith  the organized 
w orkers, and th is  necessarily  
is re flec ted  in  pressure fro m  
the ranks upon the trade  union 
leadersh ip . F o r R oosevelt’s 
w a r p ro g ra m  Involves s t r ip 
p ing  labo r o f its  gains and so
c ia l services, in  o rd e r to  pro
vide m ore  m oney fo r  a rm a 
m ent. These blows aga inst the  
labo r m ovem ent a re  causing 
g row ing  tension between 
Roosevelt and h is trade  union 
supporters.

I t  is n o t assured, however, 
th a t L e w is ’ dem and upon Con
gress fo r  m ore W .P .A . Jobs w il l  
be pushed f irm ly .  H av ing  sup
ported Roosevelt thus fa r , Lew 
is m ay m ake on ly a pe rfunc
to ry  gesture, unless the ranks 
o f the W .P .A . and unem ployed 
w orkers o f the coun try  go in 
to action  aga inst the re lie f 
slashes.

S ta lin is ts  R em ain  S ilent
The S ta lin is t h ire lin g s  who 

run the W orkers A lliance  re 
m a in  im perv ious  to a ll th is . 
The C .I.O . leadersh ip  often 
finds its e lf com pelled to p ro 
tec t its  organ iza tions and m em 
bersh ip  som ew hat, i f  on ly  to 
m a in ta in  the incom e fro m  
w hich  m us t come its  sa la ries. 
The S ta lin is ts , on the o ther 
hand, ge t th e ir  pay fro m  B ro w 
d e r’s treasu ry  no m a tte r w ha t 
happens to the W orkers A l l i 
ance o r any union.

And th a t tre a su ry  is geared 
to one purpose and one alone; 
support o f R oosevelt’s w a r 
p rog ram , no m a tte r w ha t the 
cost to the unions and the 
w orkers , em ployed and unem 
ployed. These scoundrels are 
today the m ost fo rm id a b le  ob
stacle in  la b o r ’s ranks p reven t
ing the w orkers  fro m  organ iz
ing  aga inst R oosevelt’s re l ie f - 
s lash ing cam paign.

Lew is  F ig u re  C onservative
L e w is ’ proposed fig u re  o f 

three m illio n  W .P .A . jobs is 
low er than the num ber of w o rk 
ers a c tu a lly  on W .P.A. ro lls  on 
election day in  N ovem ber,- 
when the ro lls  stood a t 3.350,- 
000. Since then, a t R oosevelt’s 
d irec tion , the ro lls  have been 
slashed to 2,600,000 and w il l  be 
reduced to 2,000,000 by Ju ly  1, 
when the com ing fis ca l yea r be
gins fo r  w h ich  Roosevelt p ro 
posed th a t fig u re .

These reductions, as L e w is ’ 
le tte r points out, w ere e n tire ly  
unre la ted  to any increase in  
em ploym ent.

Lew is  rem inded  Congress o f 
the “ p o lit ic a l dangers”  in 
volved. “ A  people bred in  the 

(Continued on Page 2)
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B y  B .  J .  W ID IC K
The f i r s t  cons titu tiona l con

vention of the T e x tile  W orkers 
O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee began 
la s t week end in  P h ilade lph ia  
w ith  an in te res ting  re p o rt by 
S idney H illm a n , cha irm an , and 
E m il R ieve. executive d irec to r.

Since the en tire  re p o rt is no t 
y e t ava ilab le  on ly the high 
po in ts can be m entioned a t the 
present tim e .

I t  was estim ated th a t $1,200,- 
000 w eek ly  wages increases 
had been won by the C.I.O . 
union fo r  te x tile  w o rke rs  in  the 
la s t tw o years, o r about $2.50 
a week fo r those w orkers  un
der C .I.O . contracts  o r in  the 
T.W .O.C. In  v iew  o f the in 
créase in  the cost o f l iv in g  and 
the unem ploym ent rag ing  in  the 
te x tile  in d u s try , th is  h a rd ly  
constitu tes a rem arkab le  gain.

The w ay th a t the H lllm a n - 
R ieve re p o rt states the m em 
bersh ip  figu res  likew ise  is a 
b it  unusual. “ About 235,000 
te x tile  w orkers  em ployed by 
950 com panies are now w o rk 
ing  under contracts  signed by 
the T.W .O.C. In  add ition . 150,- 
000 te x tile  w orke rs  have signed 
m em bersh ip  cards, and agree
m ents covering  39,000 are be
ing negotiated by the T .W .O .C .”

Union's Srength
W hat is the s treng th  of the 

union? Is  i t  235,000 p lus 150,- 
000? We w ish th a t were the 
case.

Pew of the 950 companies 
have shops com ple te ly  un ion
ized. even though a ll the w o rk 
ers em ployed there ob ta in  the 
fu l l  benefits of the contracts. 
The job o f b u ild in g  the unions 
a fte r the contracts  have been 
signed by negotiations th rough  
the top is a m a in  task of the 
T.W .O.C. and one in  w h ich  i t  
has done l it t le .

150,000 te x tile  w orkers , in  ad
d ition , have signed cards. 
Good. Now to m ake them  in to  
f i r s t  class union m en. I t  takes 
p len ty  of tim e , patience and 
good organizers. A  fra n k  d is 
cussion about th is  p rob lem  a t 
the convention w ould do a lo t 
to g ive a re a l p rog ram  to solve 
th is  p rob lem . U n fo rtuna te ly , 
we doubt i f  such a discussion 
w il l  ensue.

When the ■ wages-hours la w  
was passed by. Congress, i t  was 
v iew ed as a g re a t le t-dow n fro m  
the needs and desires o f the 
w orke rs . B u t wages are so low  
in  m any areas, sp e c ifica lly  tex-. 
t i le , th a t th is  m ild  re fo rm  leg is
la tio n  w il l  boost te x tile  wages 
$13,800,000 fo r  181,000 w orkers 
in  one year. A good se lling  
p o in t fo r  the T.W .O.C., because 
the C .I.O . pressed ha rd  fo r  the 
wages-hours law .

Finance Report
How un ionism  has achieved a 

b ig  business sta tus through the 
organ is ing  cam paigns of the 
C .I.O . is  illu s tra te d  by the re 
p o rt o f finances o f the T.W .O.C. 
convention.

N e a rly  $2,400.000 has been 
spent in  the te x tile  o rgan iz ing  
cam paign of the la s t tw o years, 
accord ing  to the fin a n c ia l re 
p o rt. ' lh e  C.I.O . te x tile  union 
alone spent $1,780,797. S ister 
organizations spent $300,000 on 
its  behalf, and a ff il ia te d  Locals 
and Jo in t Boards spent another 
$360,000. L a ck in g  the m ilita n t 
p ro g ra m  th a t m arked the de
ve lopm ent of the C .I.O . auto 
w orke rs  union, the T.W .O.C. 
has less to show fo r  itse lf, de- 
spue ihe g rea t fin a n c ia l expen
d itu res .

H ow  th is  cam paign was 
financed is also shown in  the 
repo rt. C ontribu tions f r o m  
C .I.O . unions to ta lled  $916,000. 
The A m algam ated  C lo th ing 
W orkers gave $523,000, the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers $198.000, 
the in te rn a tio n a l Lad ies G a r
m en t W orkers U nion $110.000 
and the C .I.O . $85.000. Th is  
s o lid a r ity  am ong the C .I.O . un
ions is  one, of the splendid 
achievem ents of the new indus
t r ia l  un ionism  m ovem ent.

'lh e  positive  side of the T .W . 
O.C. cam paign, w ith  a ll its  
fa u lts  and d iff ic u ltie s , is re 
vealed by a com parison o f the 
status of un ion ism  in  the te x 
t ile  in d u s try  in  1937 and today.

When the C.I.O . m ade its  
agreem ent w ith  the U nited 
T e x tile  W orkers in  1937 setting 
up the T e x tile  W orkers O rgan
iz in g  C om m ittee , the U . l.W . 
had 25 union con tracts  and a 
m em bersh ip  of around 73,000 
Now the T.W .O.C. has con
tra c ts , as reported  above, w ith  
9o0 com panies covering  235,000 
w orke rs .

A t Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

N. J. Steel Workers 
For "3 O-Hours, $30"

Ask National Union to Include Demand 
In All Contract Negotiations

(Special to the Socialist A ppeal)
N E W A R K , N . J .—The N o rth 

ern New Jersey Steel W ork
ers ' Council has added its  
voice to la b o r’s dem and fo r  a 
30-hour week w ithou t reduction  
in  pay. P o in ting  to the fa c t 
tha t over 100,000 steel w orkers  
have lost th e ir  jobs because of 
technolog ica l unem ploym ent, 
the Council ca lled  upon the na
tiona l o ffice  o f the union to in 
clude th is  dem and in  a ll fu tu re  
negotiations w ith  companies.

U nder the W alsh-H ealy A c t 
there now p re va ils  in  the steel 
in dus try  a 40-hour week. Re
ducing the w o rk ing  week to 30 
hours, says the C ouncil, w il l  
fo rce the in d u s try  to reabsorb 
thousands upon thousands of 
unem ployed men.

The stand o f the Council is

in  keeping w ith  the increasing  
insistence o f A m erican  labo r 
fo r the sho rte r w ork-w eek. A l
ready, the E le c tr ic a l W orkers 
U nion has begun a m agn ificen t 
cam paign, d ram atized  through 
s ticke rs , buttons and neon 
signs, fo r  the 30-hour week. 
The Auto W orkers U nion (C .I. 
O.) has voted to in s tru c t its  in 
te rna tiona l executive co m m it
tee to f ig h t fo r  the 30-hour week 
in  co n tra c t negotiations w ith  
the auto companies.

W ith  unem ploym ent increas
ing , and in d u s try  em ploying  
less m en fo r any g iven am ount 
of w o rk , the dem and o f steel 
and e le c trica l w orkers  is v ita l 
fo r the w o rk ing  class. A ll labor 
unions m ust fo llow  th e ir  exam 
ple in  the f ig h t fo r  “ 30-hours, 
30 d o lla rs .”

Unions W ill Discuss 
Problem o f Jobless

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
ST, P A U L , M ay 1.—Trade 

union delega.es w il l  discuss the 
problem s o f unem ploym ent and 
re lie f a t a conference ca lled  by 
¿he St. Pau l T rades and La b o r 
Assem bly on M ay 19. Speakers 
.rom  the trade  union m ove
ment w il l  present the questions 
a ffec ting  the unem ployed such 
is  unem ploym ent compensa
tion, housing, re lie f budgets, 
2 t c „  and th e ir s ign ificance  fo r 
he trade  unions. The co n fe r
ence is under the general d irec- 
ion o f the U nem ploym ent 

C om m ittee o f the Assem bly, 
headed by Bern ie  S im m er, 
3usiness A gent o f Warehouse 
Em ployees U nion, Loca l 20297.

43,000 persons are unem 
ployed in  St. P au l accord ing to 
.he figu res  o f the U nem ploy-

LEWIS ASKS 
MILLION MORE 
W.P.A. JOBS

(Continued from  Page 1)
tra d itio n s  of the A m erican  peo- 
ole w il l  no t fo re ve r endure the 
hopelessness o f unem ploym ent, 
re lieved on ly  by period ic 
threats of u tte r p r iv a tio n .”  

C .I.O . P ro g ra m
Lew is  lis ted  fiv e  basic points 

fo r a W .P .A . p ro g ra m :
"1 . W .P .A . jobs fo r a ll unem 

ployed able and w illin g  to w ork 
w ithou t the degrad ing  means 
test.

“ 2. R ecognition o f the r ig h t 
of W .P .A . w o rke rs  to organize.

” 3. W .P .A . jobs f it te d  to the 
needs and s k ills  o f unem ployed 
w orkers.

“ 4. A ll p ro jec ts  to be soc ia lly  
useful and p roductive , in c lud 
ing housing, s lum  clearance, 
flood con tro l, schools and hos
p ita ls , hea lth , cu ltu ra l and 
w h ite  c o lla r w o rk , vocationa l 
tra in in g .

“ 5. Wages su ff ic ie n t to m a in 
ta in  an A m erican  s tandard  o f 
l iv in g  and to p reven t reduction 
in  union s tanda rds .”  I

m en t Compensation D iv is ion . 
8,339 persons w ith  th e ir  fa m i
lies are liv in g  on re lie f, a re 
lie f leve l th a t was cu t 15% in  
M arch  and is th reatened w ith  
another 20% slash. T h is  means 
th a t 29,367 m en, wom en, and 
ch ild ren  are try in g  to get along 
on inadequate food allowances, 
rents th a t have been cu t so 
sh a rp ly  th a t land lo rds are be
g inn ing  to refuse re lie f and 
W .P .A . w o rke rs , c lo th ing  o r
ders on ly  on the basis of abso
lute em ergency, no a llowance 
fo r inc iden ta ls , ca rfa re , etc.

W .P .A . R o lls  Cut
500 w orkers  w ere cu t fro m  

the W .P .A . ro lls  the f i r s t  week 
of A p r il to  b rin g  the num ber 
em ployed to 7,424, and another 
500 w il l  be th row n  out o f jobs 
by M ay 8. Th is  add itiona l load 
on the loca l re lie f ro lls  is es
p e c ia lly  serious a t a tim e  when 
che conserva tive  con tro lled  leg 
is la tu re  refused to appropria te  
even the inadequate sum  re 
quested by the County W elfa re  
B oard  and the C ity  Council.

F ac ing  th is  s itua tion  o f a 
la rge  group o f unem ployed 
w orkers  whose lives  are be-1 
com ing increas ing ly  hazardous, I 
the trade  unions are recogniz
ing  both the needs of those 
w ith in  th e ir  own ranks and the 
th re a t th is  constitu tes to the 
established wage and hour 
standards o f organized labo r. 
The organ o f the ce n tra l assem
b ly has been pub lish ing  a series 
of a rtic le s  on the loca l p rob
lem s p re p a ra to ry  to the ho ld ing 
o f the conference.

Special O ffer a t 35c
(Good u n til June 1st)

1 Y e a r’s Subscrip tion to the 
Tw ice-A -M onth

Challenge of Youth
Nam e .....................................

Address ...................................

C ity  ...................................

Forward to the Tunce-A - 
Month Challenge of Youth

WORKERS’  FORUM
ON B E H A V IO R  AT 
P A R T Y  M E E T IN G S
E D IT O R :

As one fr ie n d ly  to you r p a rty , 
I w an t to te ll you the e ffect on 
a group of people I  b rough t to 
Jam es P. Cannon’s lec tu re  on 
L itv in o v  F r id a y  n igh t.

These people were w e ll-d is 
posed to the le c tu re r ; they liked  
his speech—w hat they heard of 
it. F o r, a ll around us du ring  
-he lec tu re  you r p a rty  m e m 
bers, and above a ll you r Y ip 
sels, ca rr ie d  on p riva te —no t so 
p riva te— chats and an im ated 
discussions.

B u t th a t was on ly the begin
n ing. When the speaker con
cluded, the cha irm an  proceed 
cd to a co llection  speech. I t  
would have been an e ffec tive  
speech too—i f  anybody had 
lea rd  h im . F o r no sooner did 
Jannon conclude, then a ll over 
,he h a ll you r p a rty  m em bers 
nd Y ipse ls stood up, walked 

iround , g ree ting  th e ir  fr iends 
ind  s tro llin g  a rm -in -a rm  abou 
he h a ll. I t  was a mad-house 

and you r cha irm an  va in ly  tr ied  
o m ake his co llec tion  speech 

heard.
A re n ’t  you r p a rty  m em bers 

ind  Y ipse ls shocked in to  some 
rea liza tion  o f the s itua tion  b j 
hearing  the cha irm an  repor 
tha t the co llection  to ta llen  
some th irty -o d d  do lla rs?  F ive

hundred people, a t leas t—and 
less than a penny apiece in  the 
co llec tion ! The reason is obv i
ous: on ly a fe w  determ ined 
people w ould p u t any th ing  in to  
a' co llec tion  p la te  under such 
conditions; c e rta in ly  nobody, 
even one fr ie n d ly  to the posi
tion sta ted by the le c tu re r, 
would be m oved to g ive any 
m oney in  th a t bedlam  created 
by your p a rty  m em bers and 
Y ipsels.

f  confess I  don’t  understand 
why you p e rm it such a situa- 
ion, and F r id a y  n ig h t was 

in ly  a l it t le  worse than a t p re 
vious m eetings I  have attend- 
3d. Y ou r m em bersh ip  is ce r
ta in ly  devoted enough in  o ther 
hings, to su b m it to some o r
ganization and d isc ip line  a t a 
m b lic  m eeting.

The people I  b rough t were 
;im p ly  disgusted. They re- 
ninded me o f the beau tifu l o r
ganization and d isc ip line  p re 
vailing a t the usual S ta lin is t 
neeting . One o f them  sa id : 
‘ I f  th is  p a rty  w ere re a lly  serl- 
us. i t  could no t possib ly run 

:uch a m adhouse.”
Who is responsible fo r  meet- 

ngs? Som ething m ust be done 
r  people like  m yse lf w il l,  even 
f we continue ourselves to 
ome, abandon any a tte m p t to 
>ring o.hers.

JACOB' FO X .

Coal Mine 
Strike Ends 
In  Victory

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
000 m iners , in  Kansas, M issouri 
and West K en tucky  fo r  16,000, 
and in  Ind iana  fo r 9,000.

The Southern operators who 
refused to sign the Appalach ian 
agreem ent em ploy between 
50,000 to 70.000 m iners . The 
U .M .W .A . leaders said th a t 
m any o f these w ould fa l l  in to 
line w ith o u t m uch d iff ic u lty .

The sta tus o f the union m in 
ers in  H a rla n  County was the 
m a jo r question le ft  unan
swered. L ikew ise , 22,000 m in 
ers in  A labam a had not ye t 
been included in  signed con
trac ts .

Closed Shop Issue
U nder the A ppa lach ian  pact 

the wages and hour p rovis ions 
of the old exp ired  agreem ent 
are re ta ined. A ny  s trugg le  fo r 
econom ic demands was side
stepped by Lew is  and the m in 
ers nego tia ting  com m ittee  be
cause the em p loyers ’ offensive 
and the sn ip ing  o f the A .F .L . 
P rogressive M ine rs  union made 
the union shop the v ita l issue 
of the s tr ike .

W ith  the se ttlem ent of the 
so ft coal s tr ike , except in  H a r 
lan  County, the U .M .W .A . has 
another d if f ic u lt  task in  the ne
gotia tions w ith  the an th rac ite  
operators.

O ver 100,000 hard  coal m in 
ers are w o rk in g  under an ex
tension o f the old agreem ent 
th a t ends S aturday. The opera
tors have demanded wage re 
ductions and the lengthening of 
w o rk  in  a proposed new con
tra c t. Counter-dem ands by the 
U .M .W .A . are expected.

USE NATIONAL 
GUARD AGAINST 
HARLAN MINERS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
reported ,o be p lann ing  an
other re ign  of te r ro r  under the 
p ro tection  o f the N a tiona l 
G uard  to d rive  the s tr ike rs  
back to w ork .

C .I.O . Support
The fu l l  resources and power 

of the C .I.O . were pledged by 
Lew is  to the s tr ik e rs  since the 
H a rla n  ba ttle  in  re a lity  is a 
m a jo r s trugg le  between the 
open shop Southern in d u s tria l- 
sts and the C .I.O.

V ic to ry  aga inst the H a rla n  
operators w il l  stop the d rive  
o f the in d u s tria lis ts  w h ich  re 
ceived a severe set-back w ith  
the se ttlem ent o f the g rea t sec
tion  of the coal s tr ike .

Thousands o f coal m iners  a t
tended the huge ra l ly  on M ay 
14 where W illia m  Tu rnb lazer, 
U .M .W .A . o ff ic ia l, pointed out 
tha t, “ You can ’t  d ig  coal w ith  
bayonets or w ith  t in  so ld ie rs .”

He charged tha t, “ The opera 
to rs  were reso rting  to the law  
o f the jung le  w ith  the assis
tance of the state governm ent 
in  an e ffo rt to  sm ash , the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers U n io n ."

O perators G u ilty
Less than a yea r ago, 14 

operators w ere convicted in 
H a rlan  county o f p lann ing  m u r
der, beatings and other fo rm s 
o f te r ro r  aga inst m iners  in  an 
e ffo rt to p reven t un ionism .

The N a tiona l La b o r R ela tions 
B oard  also found the H a rlan  
operators g u ilty  of using every 
fo rm  of coercion aga inst m em 
bers o f the U n ited  M ine W ork
ers of A m erica . A  te m p o ra ry  
agreem ent between the union 
and the operators fo llow ed the 
order o f the N .L .R .B . to the 
operators th a t they negotiate 
w ith  the U .M .W .A .

In  the nation-w ide coal s tr ike  
the H a rlan  operators led the 
d ie-hard group th a t declared I t  
w ould never sign a con trac t 
w ith  the U .M .W .A .

A N N O U N C EM EN TS
TO T H E  R E A D E R S  o f the 

Russian B u lle tin : The la 
tes t issue o f the Russian 
B u lle tin . No. 75-76. a rr ive d  | 
and can be gotten a t 116 
U n iv e rs ity  P I., 2nd floo r.

Ask fo r S y lv ia  C aldw ell.

P IT C H  YO U R  T E N T  a t Camp 
S°ven Oaks—Red B ank, N .J . 
S w im m ing  Pool, Tennis, 
P lum b ing . $20 and we equip 
your ten t. Complete k i ’chen 
fa c ilit ie s . H. K a tz , 58 E . 4th 
S t., New Y o rk  C ity .

S PR IN G  F E V E R  D AN C E. E x 
h ib itio n  D ancing, Im persona
tions and S inging. Saturday. 
M ay 20. A sto ria  B ranch , 28- 
40 31st St., A sto ria . ( IR T  or 
B M T  to G rand Ave.)

Get~Your APPEAL 
At the Newsstand

J r ;n the Socialist 
Workers Party

"Our Country Is in Danger"
A pub lic  le a fle t under the heading, “ O ur C ountry is in  

D a n g e r!”  was issued by the E ng lish  C om m unist P a rty  and 
signed by H a rry  P o llit t ,  its  N a tiona l S ecre tary, du ring  the 
c ru c ia l M a rch  days o f th is  year.

A fte r denouncing C ham berla in  because of h is fa ilu re  to go 
to w a r aga inst H it le r , the le a fle t sta tes: “ We m ust defend 
our coun try  and preserve  w ha t past generations have fough t 
fo r  and secured fo r  us. . . ”  (W orld  News &  V iews—A p r il 1, 
1939, Vo l. 19, No. 18.)

I t  goes w ith o u t say ing  th a t the loo t and p lunder “ secured”  
fro m  In d ia , Ceylon, South A fr ic a  and the host o f o ther colonies 
th a t go to m ake up the B r it is h  E m p ire  are included among 
the th ings th a t the S ta lin is t agents o f im p e ria lis m  w il l  f ig h t 
to preserve and m ake secure.

Ameringer Offers Pink 
P ill fo r  Capitalist I lls

B y A R T H U R  H O PKIN S
M IN N E A P O L IS .—O scar A m 

eringe r, one-tim e soc ia lis t who 
s t i l l  w orks a t th is  when not 
occupied by the m any a ffa irs  
of his q u a rte r-m illio n  do lla r 
pub lish ing  business and his 
5,500-acre O klahom a p lan ta tion  
(w here he p a tr io t ic a lly  helps 
his governm ent by p low ing  un
der cotton) came to M inneapo
lis  la s t S atu rday and showed 
us M a rx is ts  th a t we are a ll 
w rong in  our m ethods of 
ach iev ing  soc ia lism . H is p lan, 
w h ich  he m odestly  adm its  is 
p r im a r i ly  th a t o f a group of 
W ashington b ra in  trus te rs , is 
ca lled the "A m e ric a n  Founda
tion  fo r  Abundance”  and i t  is 
a ll v e ry  s im p le . Too s im p le , 
as a m a tte r o f fa c t.

A m e rin g e r’8 P lan  
The plan in  b r ie f is th is : the 

Foundation is o r g a n i z i n g  
branches whose business i t  w il l  
be to wage educationa l cam 
paigns so th a t the people w ill 
rise  on th e ir  h ind legs and de
mand the p rog ram  of the 
Foundation. C hief demands 
are the na tiona liza tion  o f bank
ing , the tak ing  over of the 
bosses’ (he ca lled i t  the na
tio n ’s) 200 m ost im p o rta n t in 
dustries. and the re -d is trib u tio n  
of purchasing  power.. T h a t’s 
a ll there  is, except th a t he 
b lith e ly  te lls  us th a t he ’s going 
to get a ll these dandy th ings 
fo r us—through  e lecto ra l ac
t iv ity  !

As A m e rin g e r to ld  us about 
th is  w onderfu l scheme his 
s c in tilla tin g  p la tfo rm  m anner 
got the audience in to  a festive  
mood. How the lady and gen
tlem en lib e ra ls  t itte re d  a t the 
sa llies—oh so good-natured—at 
w ha t he te rm ed the fo ib les  o f 
the “ cockeyed”  c a p ita lis t sys
tem . Now using pathos, then 
hum or, now rid icu le , then stern 
righteous anger, he had the 
m o tley  assem bly of near-p inks 
ro llin g  in  the aisles, a lm ost. 
The substance o f his speech 
was th a t he was aga inst the 
ca p ita lis t system ; a t any ra te  
its m ost g la rin g  ev ils , such as 
unem ploym ent. B u t no t m uch 
a re  d id  he d ire c t aga inst the 
most g la r in g  e v il o f a ll—the 
w o rld ’s headlong plunge Into 
he abyss of w a r, and Roose

ve lt lead ing  the charge.
In  Passing

He d id  m anage—in  passing 
only— to chide the P res ident fo r  
.um ing  a t H it le r  when there 
are c rim es  aga inst h u m a n ity  in  
our own backya rd  (o r fro n t- 
ya rd , fo r  th a t m a tte r) to  m ake

Senator Feels 
For Turkeys— But 
Not for Negroes

W ASH IN G TO N, D. C.— 
Senator "C o tton  E d ”  Sm ith  
of South C aro lina , p ro m l 
nen tly  m entioned as a lik e ly  
p res iden tia l nom inee, m a n i
fests a concern fo r  the 
A m erican  w ild  tu rke y  th a t 
is a lm ost touch ing b u t w ill 
have noth ing  to do w ith  any 
proposal to p ro te c t the Ne
gro fro m  lynch  mobs.

Senator S m ith  won appro
val by the Senate agricu l- 
ure com m ittee  M ay 4 fo r  

his b i l l  to spend $50,000 fo r  
a tu rke y  refuge in  his home 
state. Senator S m ith  is  one 
of the lead ing  opponents ol 
the federa l an ti-lynch ing  
b ill.

W AR NOTES
$1,000,000,000 is the am ount 

spent each m onth by the na
tions o f the w o rld  fo r  a rm a 
ments. Such is the estim ate 
made by the Bank fo r  In te rn a 
tiona l S ettlem ent. The to ta l 
cost o f w a r im p lem ents , said 
the B ank, was s ix  tim es g rea t
er in  1938, than in  1928.

•  *  *

P res ident Roosevelt l a s t  
week appointed A d m ira l W il
l ia m  D. Leahy, C hie f o f N ava l 
O perations, to replace B lan ton 
W inship as G overnor o f Puerto  
R ico. The appo in tm ent o f 
Leahy (know n fo r his consis
ten t advocacy of a b ig  navy) 
places the is land under the v i r 
tua l com m and o f the N avy  De
pa rtm en t, and ind ica tes the in-
c r e a s i ’-e- a tte -'M' ' ' '  b<Mr,cr e l'-m
to w a r p repara tions in  the Ca
ribbean.

a S torm  T ro o p e r’s eyes g listen 
w ith  envy.

Though there was no ques
tion period—there never is a t 
such m eetings—and I  had no 
op p o rtu n ity  to ask the ques- 
.ions th a t were buzzing in  m y 
head, I  d id  lea rn  tw o th ings 
fro m  the m ee ting : (1) C a lifo r
n ia 's  unem ployed lum be rjacks  
m anage to beat the depression 
by se tting  fire s  to the forests 
und thereby earn 50 cents an 
hour fig h tin g  fo res t fire s . (2) 
C a lifo rn ia ’s m ounta ins o f o ran
ges destined fo r  the ju n k  heap 
because o f “ ove r-p roduction ,”  
are guarded n ig h t and day and 
signs o ffe rin g  a $50 rew a rd  fo r 
the a rre s t and conv ic tion  of 
anyone s tea ling  them  are 
p ro m in e n tly  d isplayed.

F o r these tw o fac ts , I  feel 
tha t the 10 cents adm ission 
charge was not too exo rb itan t, 
and th a t perhaps I  d id  ge t m y 
m oney’s w orth . B u t not m o re l

N E W  Y O R K .—C itin g  a fed 
e ra l law  w h ich  provides a fine  
of $5,000 and a m a x im u m  p r is 
on sentence o f ten years fo r  
those who conspire to in ju re  
persons exerc iz ing  th e ir  c iv il  
r.gh ts , the N a tiona l Association 
fo r the A dvancem ent of Col
ored People ca lled  upon A tto r
ney General F ra n k  M u rphy  to 
proceed against the K lansm en 
o f M ia m a , F lo r id a , who unsuc
cessfu lly a ttem pted  to fr ig h te n  
Negro voters aw ay fro m  the 
po lls on M ay 2.

The N .A .A .C .P . le tte r c ited 
newspaper reports  o f the K lftn  
parade held in  M ia m i the n igh t 
before e lection day where 
K lansm en d is tr ib u te d  p lacards 
w a rn in g  Negroes aw ay fro m  
the polls and d isp layed nooses 
to In tim id a te  possible vo ters. 
The le tte r also re fe rre d  to re 
ports th a t a N egro was hung 
in  e ffig y?

“ A lthough Negroes o f M ia m i 
refused to be in tim id a te d ,”  the 
le tte r said, “ and a c tu a lly  voted 
a t a ra tio  g rea te r than ever 
before, thère  has been open 
and fla g ra n t v io la tio n  o f the 
F edera l la w s .”

The N .A .A .C .P . le tte r quoted 
chap te r 3, section 51 o f T it le  
18 of the code of law s o f the 
U n ited  States o f A m e rica  as 
fo llow s :

“ C onspiracy to in ju re  p e r
sons in  exercize o f c iv i l  r ig h ts , 

j I f  two o r m ore  persons con
sp ire  to in ju re , oppress, th re a t
en or in tim id a te  any c itizen  in  
the free  exercise o r en joym ent 
of any r ig h t o r p riv ile g e  se
cured to h im  by the C onstitu- 

■ tion  o r law s o f the U n ited  
I States, o r because o f h is hav- 

!ng so exercised the same, o r 
i f  tw o o r m ore  persons go in 
disguise on the h ighw ay, o r 
on the prem ises o f another, 
w ith  in ten t to  p reven t o r h in 
der h is free  exercise o r en joy
m ent of any r ig h t o r p riv ilege  
so secured, they sha ll be fined 
not m ore than $5,000 and im 
prisoned no m ore than ten 
vears, and sha ll, m oreover, be 
th e re a fte r in e lig ib le  to any of- 
‘Ice , o r place of honor, p ro f it ,  
o r tru s t created by the Consti
tu tio n  o r laws o f the U n ited  
S tates.”

I t  m ay be added th a t in  ad
d ition  to the K la n , labo r v ig i
lantes, p a tr io tic  organizations 
and m any o f the Southern sec- 
‘ ions o f the D em ocra tic  P a rty  
regard  th is  law  as a dead le t
te r.

The N .A .A .C .P . le tte r  quoted
the A tto rney  G eneral a sec

tion  of T it le  18 o f the fede ra l 
s 'a tu tes sp e c ifica lly  instructs 
'ng the fede ra l la w  enforce
m en t o ffice rs  to in s titu te  pros
ecution aga inst a ll persons v io 
la tin g  a ry  of the p rovis ions of 
chap te r 3 o f T it le ' 18.

0unpcrt.intr }*s c la im  th a t v io 
la to rs  o f the law  be punished, 
the N .A .A .C .P . declared th a t 
a lthough “ Some o f the M ia m i 
K l*.nSm«n w °re  m asked, som ° 
were not, and a few  posed fo r  
newspaper pho tographers.”  *

ONE M O N TH  W H IR LW IN D  
R E N E W A L  C A M P A IG N :

We have ju s t com pleted a 
successful cam paign fo r  new 
subscrip tions th a t has brough t 
our sub -lis t to the h ighest in  its  
h is to ry . O ver 700 new readers 
were obta ined fo r  the Appeal.

B u t we don’t  w an t to le t 
th ings drop there. So th is  tim e  
we are launching  an easier, bu t 
squa lly  va luab le  d rive  to ob
ta in  subs fro m  a ll those ex 
readers who fa ile d  to renew 
¿hem upon exp ira tion .

Th is  week each branch o f our 
p a rty  th a t covers an area in 
w hich some o f our fo rm e r read
ers live  w il l  rece ive de ta iled in 
structions about our renew al 
cam paign.

Th is  d rive  w il l  la s t u n til June 
15 and we expect to ge t a t least 
250 renew al subs by then.

I f  each and eve ry  com rade 
accepts and ca rr ie s  ou t the as
s ignm ent g iven h im  by the 
B ranch  R enewal C om m ittee 
-hen th is  can be done easily .

And don ’t  fo rg e t th a t we have 
th a t specia l com bination  o ffe r 
w ith  “ Fascism  and B ig  B us i
ness”  as an added inducem ent! 
I t  should be a snap!

*  * * *  •

Sol Thom as o f P h ilade lph ia , 
who along w ith  Bob O nte ll o f 
Los Angeles, is  ou r s ta r sub
ge tte r has s ta rted  o ff the ca m 
pa ign  w ith  a batch o f 10 subs 
and p len ty  o f renew als among 
them !
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M ay New lntfl Features 
Trotsky-Pivert Letters

The M a y  issue o f the New In te rn a tio n a l, w h ich  fea tures the 
correspondence between Leon T ro tsky , M arceau P iv e r t and 
D an ie l G uerin  on the course o f the F rench re vo lu tio n a ry  m ove
m ent, is in  s trong dem and. The en tire  ed ition  o f 4,500 copies, 
reports  the m anagem ent w il l  soon be exhausted.

An im p o rta n t, popu la r issue, the M ay num ber contains lhe  
fo llow ing  a rt ic le s :

T H E  E D IT O R 'S  C O M M E N T—T H E  “ W AR D E A L ”
O NCE A G A IN  ON T H E  "C R IS IS ’O F  M A R X IS M ”

by T
W H E R E  IS T H E  P.S.O .P. GOING?

LE O N  T R O TS K Y  TO M A R C E A U  P IV E R T  
P IV E R T  ANSW ERS TR O TS K Y  
L E T T E R  TO A F R IE N D  IN  FR A N C E  
D A N IE L  G U E R IN  TO LE O N  TR O TS K Y  
C E N TR IS M  A N D  T H E  FO U R TH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

by Leon T ro tsky
“ L E A R N  TO  W O R K IN  T H E  S T A L IN IS T  M A N N E R ”

by A lpha
T H E  ECO NO M ICS O F  COTTON F A R M IN G —I I

by J e rry  P v tla k
T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  O F U N IV E R S A L  C H A U V IN IS M

by Jacques D e tll
W ARS—D E F E N S IV E  A N D  AG G R ESSIVE

by G rego ry  Z inoviev
R E A D IN G  FR O M  L E F T  TO R IG H T

by D w igh t
BOOKS:

R E V O LU T IO N , B L A C K  A N D  W H IT E

M acdonald

by George E . N ovack 
by P au l L u ttto g e r 

by F e lix  M o rro w
“ S O C IA L IZ E D  M E D IC IN E ”
W A R -M A D  L IB E R A L  

C O R R E S PO N D E N C E :
T H E  IR IS H  Q U ESTIO N  
H O S P IT A L IZ A T IO N  P L A N

Single copies of the m agazine m ay ye t be purchased a t he 
p rice  o f 20 cents per copy. The subscrip tion  ra te  is $2.00 per 
year. Address check o r m oney o rde r to :
The N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L , 116 U N lV E R S ^ y  P L „  N . Y . C.

by Sherm an S ta n ly  
by Jane t D an ie l

P o land ’s W ar M in is te r, G er 
° ra l K asp rzyck l, is  now i 
P a ris  on “ p riva te  business.' 
The ra tu re  o f the business !• 
expected to necessitate im p o r 
ta r t  consultations w ith  F rench 
p o l ip a i  and m ili ta ry  leaders, 
accord ing to in fo rm ed  observ
ers.

Congress has been asked r 
n im m ed ia te  appropriaM on o f 
185,440,000 fo r the expansion 
f the a rm y  a ir  corps. Th is  
um  w ill be b rough t up to $250.- 
00.000 by requested perm iss ion  

to en ter in to  co n tra c t obhga- 
‘ !ons fo r  t ho t ~ iv  a ir  corps o f 
another $64.560.000.

NEGRO GROUP 
ASKS ACTION ON 
FLORIDA KLAN
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In the World of Labor
Paul G. S tevens

British Conscription Stirs 
Resentment Throughout Empire

The C ham berla in  gove rnm en t’s decision to 
Ins titu te  conscrip tion  has s tir re d  up a trem en 
dous wave o f a n ti-w a r sen tim en t th roughout 
the B r it is h  em pire .

Ah ind ica tion  o f the scope th a t th is  rank  and 
f i le  anger has taken on m ay be surm ised fro m  
the fa c t th a t the governm ent Itse lf has been 
obliged to inc lude a “ conscience c lause”  
(m a k in g  provis ions fo r  the en ro llm en t of con
scientious ob jectors in  n o n -m ilita ry  w ork) in  
Its conscrip tion  b ill.

No Conscription for 
Any Part of Ireland

A t f i r s t  the C ham berla in  governm ent had 
Intended to in s titu te  conscrip tion  also in  N o rth 
ern Ire la n d , in  the so-called "S ix  C ounties.”  
Lord  C ra igavon, U ls te r ’s p ro -B ritish  p re m ie r, 
to fa c ilita te  th is  step, even ca lled  fo r a fo rm a l 
request fro m  his governm ent, fo r  conscrip tion . 
A s to rm  o f pro tests broke loose th roughou t the 
E m e ra ld  Is le— both Nor^h and South. The de- 
Valera governm ent of E ire  (Southern Ire la n d ) 
declared th a t any such move would be re 
garded as an “ ac t of aggression.”  B ig  demon
s tra tions  o f the Ir is h  masses took p lace. The 
Ir is h  Press ca lled  fo r  these dem onstra tions in  
the fo llow ing  te rm s :

“ The B ritis h  governm ent has no constitu 
tiona l r ig h t to conscrip t any m an o f Ir is h  
n a tio n a lity .

“ C ra igavon has ne ithe r r ig h t, no r m an
date fro m  the people—P ro tes tan t nor C ath
o lic— to c a ll fo r  conscrip tion  to be applied 
to the S ix Counties o f N o rthe rn  Ire land .

“ E n g land ’s w ars are her own m ak ing . L e t 
E ng lish  do her fig h tin g .

“ Ire la n d  has no q u a rre l w ith  any na tion  
w ith  w h ich  E ng land  m ay be a t w a r.

"C om e in you r thousands to th is  N a tiona l 
D em onstra tion  and prove by you r num bers 
to the B r itis h  governm ent and C ra igavon 
th a t we are prepared to f ig h t to the death to 
p ro te c t our God-given r ig h t of freedom .

“ C onscrip tion begets m u rd e r.”
As a resu lt, C ham berla in  has desisted fro m  

inc lud ing  N orthe rn  Ire la n d  in  h is conscrip tion  
p lans. A pparen tly , B r it is h  "d e m o c ra cy ”  is go
ing to have its  hands fu l l  before i t  can m ake 
any headway whatsoever in  ge tting  any Ir is h  
backing  fo r  its  w a r p reparations.

Oppressed Jamaican Labor 
Raises Its Voice against War

A nother sign of how the people in the B r i t 
ish em p ire  are reac ting  to the w a r p repa ra 
tions comes fro m  the Is land  o f Jam a ica  in the 
West Ind ies. D iscussions on the com ing w a r 
are w idespread on the is land, w hich la s t year 
w ent through some trem endous s tr ike  s tru g 

gles, b ru ta lly  crushed by the B r it is h  so ld ie ry . 
The Jam a ica  Labour W eekly, a w o rke rs ’ pa
per appearing in  K ingston , sum m arizes the 
a ttitude  o f the popula tion in  the fo llow ing  
w ords:

“ Thus a t any m om ent E ng land  and F rance 
m ig h t be invo lved in  a w a r aga inst G erm any 
and I ta ly .  When th a t w a r s ta rted , i t  would 
be p roc la im ed  to the beating o f d rum s th a t 
Jam aicans m ust jo in  up and fig h t to D E 
F E N D  D E M O C R A C Y .”  B u t, the speakers 
(a t the discussions) pointed out, HOW 
COULD JA M A IC A N S  F IG H T  TO D E F E N D  
D EM O C R AC Y W H EN  W E H A V E  NOT GOT 
A N Y ?. . .

“ A lthough  we Jam aicans are b it te r ly  op
posed to fasc ism  and are ready to defend 
dem ocracy when we get i t  here, W E A R E  
NOT G O IN G  TO F IG H T  FOR IM P E R IA L 
IS M  A N D  T H E  P E R P E T U A L  E N R IC H 
M E N T  O F  T H E  POCKETS O F T H E  B R IT 
IS H  C A P IT A L IS T S .”
I t  is in te res ting  to note th a t the same paper, 

in  speaking of the f ig h t p u t up by co lon ia l 
leaders res ident in  London aga inst B r it is h  im 
p e ria lism , holds up as an exam ple to his fe l
low  Negroes the w ork  o f C. L . R . Jam es.

Rank and File Revolt in 
Canadian Labor too

S till another exam ple o f w ha t B r itis h  im 
p e ria lism  w il l  have to p u t up w ith  in  the com 
ing  w a r comes fro m  Canada, r ig h t a t our bo r
der. There the Canadian C om m onw ealth Fed
e ra tion  (C .C .F .), the D om in ion ’s coun te rpa rt 
o f the Labou r p a rty , recen tly  he ld  a reg ional 
convention in  O ntario .

A reso lu tion  was in troduced by Professor 
G rube, o f the U n ive rs ity  of Toronto, denounc
ing  P re m ie r K in g ’s w a r budget as “ a waste 
of pub lic  funds in  the in te rests of B r it is h  im 
p e r ia lis m ”  and dem anding transference o f the 
funds to a pub lic  w orks p rog ram  fo r  the un 
em ployed. I t  was unanim ously endorsed by the 
convention, w h ich  was otherw ise run  like  a 
w e ll-o iled  m achine by the soc ia l-pa trio ts  in  
com m and. They could no t stem  the tide  of 
an ti-w a r sentim ent.

P rofessor Grube was subjected to a barrage 
o f a ttacks fro m  a ll re ac tiona ry  qua rte rs , de
signed to get h im  fire d  fro m  the u n ive rs ity . 
N a tiona l a tten tion  was draw n to the case. So 
strong  was the wave o f loca l labor support on 
his behalf, th a t the C .C.F. bureaucra ts were 
fo rced to take up th e ir cudgels fo r  G rube. He 

, s t i l l  re ta ins his post.
The o rig in a l G rube reso lu tion, by the w ay, 

when f i r s t  in troduced in  the G arland , O ntario  
branch, was denounced as “ T ro ts k y ite ” . When 
i t  came up on the convention flo o r, i t  was 
cheered so en thus ias tica lly  th a t both the o f f i
c ia ldom  as w e ll as the S ta lin is ts  considered i* 
the be tte r p a rt o f w isdom  not to oppose i t  
then and there.

Chamberlain Offers 
Guiana to the Jews

O fficial Government Book Describes Area 
"Benevolently" Offered by Great Britain to 
Jews as Virtually Uninhabitable

On the Line . . .  with Bill Morgan

By D O R O THY W IL L IA M S
P rim e  M in is te r C ham berla in  

has benevolently announced 
th a t he is o ffe rin g  the in te r io r 
of B r it is h  G uiana to se ttlem ent 
by Jew ish refugees.

On M ay 10 there was s im u l
taneously Issued in  London and 
New Y o rk  the re p o rt of a spe
c ia l com m ittee  w h ich  in ve s ti
gated G u iana ’s poss ib ilities  fo r 
such se ttlem ent.

The com m ittee— a sem i-gov- 
e rnm en ta l body—ind ica ted  th a t 
G uiana was not an idea l place 
fo r refugees fro m  m idd le  E u 
ropean countries. The m ost i t  
could say was th a t “ the c l i 
m ate o f the area under consid
e ra tion  does not preclude pos
s ib il ity  o f w hite  se ttlem en t.”  I t  
recom m ended “ estab lishm ent 
of t r ia l  settlem ents fo r  a two- 
year p e rio d ,”  and some 3,000 
to 5,000 ca re fu lly  selected 
young m en and wom en w ould 
make the experim ent.

Guinea P igs
W hat these guinea p igs w il l  

encounter in  th is  expe rim en t is 
scarce ly  ind ica ted  by the com 
m itte e ’s repo rt. A few  facts 
taken fro m  the “ B lue Book o f 
B r itis h  G u iana”  and the an
nual “ R eports o f the C om m is
sioner fo r the R upununi D is 
t r ic t , ”  both issued by the B r i t 
ish governm enta l au thorities , 
w il l  m ake c lea r th a t G uiana is 
no haven.

The d is tr ic t invo lved  is 
sparse ly populated w ith  na
tive s : few  Europeans have
managed to live  there. There 
are no means of com m un ica
tion w ith  the seacoast, beyond 
a few ca ttle  tra ils  and the Es- 
s iquibo R ive r. The r iv e r  can
not be considered a good means 
of com m un ica tion , since there 
are num erous and dangerous 
rap ids th roughout its  length.

The in te r io r scarce ly  lends i t 
se lf to co lonization by im m i
grants accustom ed to c ity  life . 
The coun try  is w ild . Vast, 
treeless savannahs a lte rna te  
w ith  th ick , im penetrab le  Jun
gles and barren  h igh lands. The 
average range of tem pera tu re  
du ring  the year is between 63 
and 88 degrees Fahrenhe it.

When John Jones, unem ployed auto w orke r, 
applies lo r  re lie f a fte r hav ing  gone along on 
money borrow ed fro m  fr iends  and collected 
on old n u lk  bottles lro m  under the k itchen  
s ink, he linds  the going a b it tough. I t  makes 
no d iffe rence to the dear old F edera l or State 
or local governm ent stooges w hether Jones 
has w orked the sk in  o ff h is re a r end fo r  tw en
ty  years in  the B u rp  M o to r Company or has 
been feed ing h is k ids on bread and canned 
m ilk . They fo llow  the ve ry  same rou tine  in  
every  case.

F ir s t  a long sheet o f o ffic ia l-lo o k in g  paper on 
w h ich  are tw en ty  o r th ir ty  foo lish  questions, 
b u t nowhere on the paper does i t  say. “ A re  
you h u n g ry? ”  o r “ When d id  you r w ife  ea t her 
la s t m ea l? ”  Instead the governm ent w ants to 
know, “ W here was you r g randm othe r bo rn? ”  
ar.d “ How old was your fa th e r when he d ied?”  
and m any m ore th ings w h ich  have absolute ly 
no th ing  to do w ith  the l it t le  m a tte r on John 
Jones’ m ind.

Nowhere on the ve ry  long l is t  o f questions 
is there a s ingle reference to the stom ach.

Waiting Brings Nothing
And a fte r b ro the r Jones has p a tie n tly  w r it 

ten out a ll the answers to these c a re fu lly  w o rd 
ed inqu iries , racxed his w eary b r a i l  try in g  to 
rem em ber such th ings as where was he on 
Septem ber 7, 1926 and why was he there  and 
how did he get there and how come he le ft  
there fo r  th is  place, the b ig  shot behind the 
lit t le  desk says, “ Now go home and w a it fo r  
the inves tiga to r w h ile  we check on your s to ry .”

And w ha t does John Jones do? He goes home 
and w ans. And he w a its . And he w a its .

N ever, anyw here in the riches t coun try  in  
the w orld , has a hung ry  fa m ily , w h ich  has 
been s itt in g  around the p a rlo r fo r  a few  weeks 
try in g  to outstare the w o lf, heard a knock on 
the door and a voice saying, “ A re  any of you 
a ll hung ry  by a ry  chance? T h is  is the E m e r
gency R e lie f Bureau representa tive  c a llin g ."  
No, a m an and h is fa m ily  can s it on the old 
sofa and w a it fo r  som ething like  th is  u n til 
doom sday. I t  can ’t  happen here. You have to 
keep going back to the bureau every day to 
rem ind  the re lie f o ffic ia ls  th a t your case has 
been pending since three weeks before Ash 
W ednesday and would they please step on it.

So John Jones w a its  u n til he can ’t  stand 
hea ring  the k ids w h im pe ring  and the w ife  
sr.o r.i. g about (he house m aking  wise cracks 
about who wears the pants in  th is  fa m ily? . 
Then he gets sore. He jum ps up and grabs his 
h a t and bolts th rough the door and down the 
r ic k e ty  steps three a t a tim e . On the s tree t he 
doubles up his fis ts  and s ticks out his ch in and 
m arches on tow ard  the re lie f bureau. A t each 
co rne r he slows up Just a l it t le . B y the tim e  
he reaches the fro n t door of the bureau he is 
p ra c t ic a lly  w a lk in g  backw ard . The guy a t the 
desk looks up and says, “ Have a seat. Y o u ’l l  
have to w a it .”

Gets Wise— Joins the Union
Th is  goes on and on u n til Jones gets w ise 

and signs up w ith  the unem ployed w o rke rs ’ 
union. And a fte r th °re  has been a lo t o f hell 
ra ised in  the bureau and a p icke t line  and a 
com m ittee  elected to settle  the case w ith  the 
str'c •'s who know a ll the answers, Jones gets 
h is  re lie f.

Now a ll th is  is ra p id ly  b e irg  changed. N ot 
in  the re lie f bureaus, however, they are Just

as tough to c ra ck  as ever—but in  the re-era- 
p loym ent bureaus. I t  w orks like  th is :

John Jones, f in a lly  a c lie n t o f the re lie f ad
m in is tra tio n  and a ve teran o f m any a p icke t 
line , p icks up the newspaper one m orn ing  to 
fin d  th a t dear old F .D .R ., the b ird  who hates 
w a r. has decided to increase the size o f J. P. 
M o rg a n ’s mob because H it le r ’s mob and a few  
of the boys fro m  M usso lin i’s gang are ge tting  
ready to red iv ide  the N o rth  Side. So John 
Jones, who is  a ll fo r  dem ocracy and three 
squares a day. rushes out to Join the a rm y . As 
he approaches the re c ru it in g  sta tion  he begins 
to w a lk  s low er and s low er. He is th in k in g . He 
is  rem em bering  his la s t encounter w ith  gov
e rnm en t o ffic ia ls . He says to h im se lf. “ Maybe 
they w on ’t  take me r ig h t o ff w ith o u t a fig h t. 
M aybe I ’d be tte r go back to the unemployed 
union and get a few  o f the boys. M aybe I ’d 
be tte r s ta r t th in k in g  of some qu ick answers 
fo r  the questions." And so in  he m arches.

What a Difference!
B u t a ll is  d iffe re n t now. And how i t  is d if 

fe re n t! A guy in  a m onkey su it s lam s his fa l l 
en arches on the deck and leaps a t B ro th e r 
Jones like  he was a r ic h  uncle fro m  South A f
r ic a . “ How do you d o ? " he shouts and pum ps 
Jones’ hand up and down like  a Jack-handle. 
“ So you w an t to Join the a rm y , eh? T h a t’s 
fin e . Sign here. T h a t’s a ll. N ow le t ’s see your 
to gue. say  -A h ’ , o. K .! Y ou ’re in ! Y o u ’re in  
the a rm y  now, buddy.”  And th a t is tha t.

I t  a ll happened so fa s t B ro th e r Jones is be
w ilde red . He is in  the a rm y  now. . . I t  took 
less than three good sized m inutes. “ U m p h !”  
he th inks , “ There m ust be a catch to i t .  . .”

Suddenly i t  dawns on B ro th e r Jones. I t  
comes to h im  a ll a t once. He spits on the s ide
w a lk .

“ So — when a guy who has spent tw en ty  
years rac ing  a crooked tim e  clock is hungry 
and w ants a W .P .A. job  they shove h im  
th rough the m ill .  They use nice l it t le  tr ic k s , 
a ll w orked out by some b ra in  tru s t in  some 
h ig h fa lu t in ’ u n ive rs ity . They t r y  to m ake a 
guy fo rg e t eve ry th ing  he ever knew by sw itch 
ing questions and ye llin g  th a t he is p robab ly  
a ch ise le r and a safe-b low er in  disguise. They 
s ta ll around fo r  weeks and hope like  he ll the 
c lie n t w ill g ive up the fig h t. They don’t g ive a 
dam n about a fe llow  who tr ie d  to save a l it t le  
dough and m ake good the ha rd  w ay. Be ing 
hungry is  like  being a leper.

“ B u t, when they w ant a w o rk in g  m an to 
take a bayonet and go out and s tic k  i t  in to  
some o ther w o rk in g  s t if f 's  be lly , they d rag 
you r ig h t o ff. No questions asked. They Just 
look to see i f  you are young, i f  you are hea l
th y , i f  you are strong. They don’t  w ant no 
c ripp les in  the gang w h ich  is to go ou t and 
g rab  a s lice  o f the N o rih  Side fo r M r. Rocke
fe lle r  o r fo r  M r. J . P. M organ. The old ones 
and the b lind  guys are kep t home. O n ly the 
young, on ly  the hea lthy  are good fo r  th is  w ork. 
And when the N o rth  Side has been won fo r  th® 
60 F a m ilie s  in  the name o f dem ocracy and 
peace and honor, e tc., a lo t o f guys don’t  come 
home. They s tay over on the N orth  Side and 
fe r tiliz e  daisies w h ile  th e ir w idows and o r
phans take in home w o rk  fro m  the a r t if ic ia l 
flo w e r con tracto rs . M aybe a guy is lucky  and 
on ly  loses an ear o r a hand. Then he can stand 
on the co rne r of M a in  S tree t and E lm  Avenue 
and sell apples or postcards.”

Once a yea r the num erous r iv 
ers, Im passable to nav iga tion , 
rise and flood the savannahs, 
and the inhab itan ts  are forced 
to take  to h igh ground u n til the 
flood has passed. Even on the 
p la ins, the atm osphere is  ve ry  
hum id  and eve ry  evening th ick  
fogs spread like  a vas t shroud.

A p p ro x im a te ly  a f i f th  o f the 
en tire  d is tr ic t is euphem istica l
ly  te rm ed "p o o r g rasslands.”  
In  a c tu a lity  these are swamps 
le ft by the receding floods. No 
dra inage p ro jec ts  have touched 
the p rob lem . Reports o f the 
B r it is h  C om m ission since 1921 
are f i l le d  a lm ost e n tire ly  w ith  
the d iff ic u ltie s  encountered in 
keeping the few  ca ttle  tra ils  
open.

Jobs fo r  Refugees?
G a in fu l occupation in  the d is 

t r ic t  is confined m a in ly  to the 
ra is ing  of ca ttle—the B r it is h  
C om m issioner had m any com 
p la in ts  to m ake rega rd ing  the 
poor breeds— and the exp lo ita  
.ion of E ritish -ow ned gold, d ia 
m ond and ra d iu m  ores. L ack  
o f com m unica tions prevents 
sh ipm ent of tim b e r to the coast.

A ce rta in  po rtion  o f the land 
is su itab le  fo r  a g ricu ltu re —p r i
m a r ily  cotton and tobacco. B u t 
these products, i f  refugees 
m anaged to grow  them , w oyld 
then compete in  a w o rld  m a r
ke t g lu tted  w ith  these products, 
and handicapped by the high 
cost o f transpo rta tion  fro m  the 
in te r io r to the coast.

A F raud
Before th is  te r r ito ry  could be 

made a t a ll hab itab le , vast 
sums w ould have to be expend
ed to develop com m unica tions 
w ith  the seacoast, b u ild  w a te r 
power p lan ts, d r a i n  the 
swam ps, in it ia te  new indus
tr ie s— and m eanw hile  years 
w ould pass, years in  w h ich  the 
refugees m ust fin d  haven or 
die.

The G uiana p ro je c t is  a 
fraud . I t  is encouraged by the 
C ham berla in  and Roosevelt 
governm ents fo r  one purpose— 
to d raw  a tten tion  aw ay fro m  
the im m ed ia te  ta sk : the open
ing  o f the doors of E ng land  and 
A m erica  to the refugees.

HOLLYWOOD
MERRY GO ROUND

Chinese Patriots Handed 
To Japanese Warlords

On M ay 11, the au tho rities  o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l Set’ lem ent 
and the F rench  Concession— 
¡he fo re ign  areas—of Shanghai 
issued a decree th rea ten ing  
w ith  expulsion any in d iv id u a l 
belonging to an association of 
a p o lit ica l na tu re  or indu lg ing  
In p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion  o r 
propaganda. E xpu ls ion  o f a 
person fro m  these areas, under 
present conditions, is  equ iva
len t to tu rn in g  h im  ove r to the 
m ercies o f the Japanese im pe 
ria lis ts .

Japan's w a rlo rds  have been 
pressing fo r th is  move fo r  some 
tim e  bu t h ithe rto  i t  has been 
resisted.

The decree is obviously not 
d irected aga inst Japanese na- 
lonals who henceforth  w il l  en

joy even g rea te r freedom  than 
in the past to c a rry  on th e ir  in 
trigues and te rro r is m . I t  is 
c le a rly  d irec ted  aga inst Chi
nese pa trio ts , Chinese revo lu- 
ionists, Chinese governm ent 

agencies, and a ll fo re igners 
who seek to voice th e ir  sym pa- 
hy w ith  the beleaguered Chi 
rse aga inst the Japanese im 

p e ria lis t oppressors.
Who Is  Responsible?

R espons ib ility  fo r th is  new

decree fa lls  d ire c tly  upon rep 
resentatives o f the U nited 
States, G rea t B r ita in , and 
F rance . The F rench  Conces
sion is con tro lled  by F rench 
men. The In te rn a tio n a l Settle 
m ent is con tro lled  by a Coun
c il, the m a jo r ity  o f whose 
m em bers are B ritons . An 
A m erican , however, C orne ll S. 
F ra n k lin , is  cha irm an  o f the 
Council.

The decree could h a rd ly  have 
passed w ith o u t M r. F ra n k lin 's  
sanction, and h is sanction could 
ha rd ly  have been g iven w ithou t 
p r io r  consulta tion w ith  A m e ri- 
’ an consu lar and d ip lo m a tic  
au tho rities  in  China.

W hat becomes of A m e ric a ’s 
vaunted pro-Chinese sym pa
thies? The m ora l Is c lea r— 
Am erican im p e ria lis ts  are con
cerned so le ly  w ith  p ro tecting  
h e ir own com m erc ia l and f i  
cancia l in te rests . I f  these In 
terests d ic ta te  a deal w ith  Ja 
pan ’s w a rlo rds , o r w ith  m lli-  
‘ a ris ts  o r fasc is ts  anyw here in 
he w orld , th a t deal w il l  be 

made. Faced w ith  a choice, im 
pe ria lis ts  in v a r ia b ly  th row  
h e ir fine  “ p r in c ip le s "  in to  the 

d 's "a rd , and look to th e ir  pen
nies.

Fascism and Big Business 
The New International 

S o c i a l i s t A p p e a l
An Unusual Combination Offer!

(until June 15th)
In Combination

NO. 1—
FASCISM  A N D  B IG  BUSINESS and 
SO C IALIST A P P E A L  fo r one yea r—both fo r

• M anhattan . B ronx . Fore ign)

FASCISM  AN D  B IG  BUSINESS and 
SO C IALIST A P P E A L  f  :r  s ix months— both fo r

• M anhattan . B ronx, Fore ign)

$2.75
3.76

2 .0(
2.5»

NO.
FASCISM A N D  B IO  BUSINESS and 
NEW  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  fo r one yea r—both fo r 

• Fo re ign )
O rder fr o m :

2.75
3.25

PIONEER PUBLISHERS •  i 16 University PI 
New York City

M r. Cecil B . D e M ille  w ould 
like  us to believe th a t we live  
in  an epoch o f f i lm  epics. In 
deed. M r. D e M ille ’s la tes t f i lm , 
“ U nion P a c if ic ”  is an epic 
m any tim es over. As a p o rtra it 
o f the epic deve lopm ent o f the 
west, “ Union P a c if ic ”  is  an 
epic love s to ry . As a f i lm  de
sc rib in g  the epic construction  
o f the co u n try ’s f i r s t  transcon
tinen ta l choo-choo line , “ U nion 
P a c if ic ”  m akes out a good case 
fo r the use of such stereotypes 
as bad guy gam blers, good guy 
cops, schem ing bankers, s in 
cere idea lis ts  and blood-loving 
in juns . Somewhere in-between 
fadeouts of the love s to ry , one 
sees a cast of thousands p u t
te ring  around w ith  ra ils , ties 
and choo-choos. Some day H o l
lywood m ay get around to g iv 
ing  us the s to ry  of the “ U nion 
P a c if ic "  ra ilro a d . A cred ib le  
s to ry  w il l  f ix  i t  so th a t the hero 
doesn't come ou t unscathed 
a fte r being in  tw o epic tra in  
w recks.

“ D em ocracy”  Ba llyhoo 
In  the m a tte r o f screen b a lly 

hoo fo r  “ dem ocracy ,”  the fo r 
eign studios are ra p id ly  ap
proaching H o llyw ood in  th e ir 
hys te ria . T h is  is p a rt ic u la r ly  
true  o f the F rench  film s , the 
la tes t o f w h ich  is "C r im e  In  
the M ag ino t L in e .”  As a chau
v in is t b las t fo r  na tiona l secur
ity  and F rench  D em ocracy, i t  
is com parable  to its  H ollyw ood 
coun te rpa rt, “ Confessions O f a 
N azy S py,”  I t  is  s ig n ifica n t 
th a t both the F rench  and 
A m erican  f ilm s  should m ake 
ca p ita l o f N azi espionage. A l
though there is no avo id ing  the 
A m erican  f i lm , i t  is s ig n if ic a n t 
th a t of the m any f i lm s  p ro 
duced in  the fo re ign  studios, a 
p ic tu re  dea ling  w ith  Nazi spies 
should be im po rted  fo r  an 
A m erican  show ing. To co rra l 
the w orkers  and shape th e ir 
opin ion fo r  another sacred w a r 
in  beha lf o f “ dem ocracy .”  th e ' 
c inem a is being com m andeered 
and reg im ented on an in te rn a 
tiona l scale.

N ew Czech F ilm  
N o t content w ith  m ere f i lm  

fic tio n s  on the “ dem ocra tic  
w a y ,”  the dem ocra tic  p u b li
cists have film e d  another docu
m e n ta ry . The t i t le  gives i t  
aw ay. "D e m o cra cy  C ru c ifie d ,”  
.hey c a ll it ,  and the “ c ru c if ix 
io n ”  is th a t o f “ l it t le  Czecho
s lo va k ia .”  T h a t the f i lm  w il l  
g ive “ dem ocracy”  another long 
roost up the fla g  pole is in d i
cated by the sponsors of the 
f i lm , the W orld  R ela tions Club. 
“ The m arch  o f fa sc ism ,”  they 
in fo rm  us, " is  woven in to  the 
p ic tu re  as a presage o f w ha t 
uhe w o rld  m ust face, in  its  f ig h t 
to m a in ta in  c iv iliz a t io n .”

M a in ta in in g  c iv iliza tio n , ac
cord ing  to the la s t docum entary 
f i lm  on Czechoslovakia, " C r i 
s is ,”  was construed by its  
m akers to mean m a in ta in in g  
ca p ita lism , the dem ocra tic  v a 
r ie ty , o f course.

N A T  L E V IN E .

No Jobs for Youth 
Under Capitalism

The Young Peoples Socialist League Has 
Called upon Young Workers and Students 
To Fight in Its "Jobs-for-Youth" Campaign

"Enlist with the S.W.P. 
In the Fight for 
Socialism"— Cannon

(B y  S ta ff W rite r )
N EW  Y O R K .—Jam es P . Can

non, N a tiona l S ecre tary o f the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty , spoke 
on L itv in o v ’s dow n fa ll to  an 
a tten tive  audience of 600, a t 
I r v in g  P laza F r id a y  n igh t.

“ L itv in o v ,”  he declared, 
“ was the specia l ta rg e t o f the 
H it le r  press. He embodied 
•Jew ish-Bolshevism ’ fo r  them , 
they ca lled  h im  ’L itv in o v -F in - 
ke ls te in .’ They ha iled  L itv in 
ov ’s fa ll.

"S ta lin  has made approaches 
to H it le r  since 1933,”  Cannon 
noted. “ S ta lin  is ready and has 
been fo r  some tim e , fo r  a pact 
w ith  H it le r .  The on ly question 
now is w hether H it le r  is 
re a d y .”

“ The episode of the u n fo r
tunate L itv in o v ,"  Cannon said, 
“ tha t l it t le  inc iden t — was 
enough to th row  the w o rld  in to 
a la rm . How de lica te  is the ba l
ance!

“ The w orkers  of the w o rld ,”  
he said, “ are en te ring  the new 
w ar w i;h  few  Illusions. T h e ir 
a ttitude  is no t th a t of 1914; they 
rem em ber the resu lts  o f the 
last w a r. And our greatest 
hope a t th is  tim e  is the fa c t 
ha t the masses do not w an t 

this w a r, and nobody can m ake 
-hem go in to  i t  w il l in g ly !  One 
question w il l  topple the whole 
s tru c tu re , ’W hat are we fig h t- 
i r g  fo r? ’ The d ip lom ats  are 
sowing the d ragon ’s teeth o f 
w ar and they w il l  reap the 
arm ed m en o f socia l revo lu- 
.ion!

“ One o rgan iza tion  te lls  the 
tru th  a m ids t p a tr io ts ’ howls— 
the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  of 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. I t  ad
dresses its e lf to the youth of 
A m e rica : Stop and re flec t.
Your head is a t stake. H a lf a 
dozen men w an t to decide your 
ate. E n lis t w ith  us and you 
lecide! When we go in to  the 

w-’ r  fo r v ic to ry —le t i t  be fo r  
h ° v ic to ry  o f s o c ia lis m !”

B y  M A R T IN  E D E N
The na tiona l Jobs-for-Youth 

cam paign, launched by the 
Y o u n g  People ’s S ocia lis t 
League, has d raw n  about i t  
m any m ili ta n t labo r youth ele
ments who have rea lized the 
need fo r  a c le a r-cu t s trugg le  
aga inst youth unem ploym ent.

How broad and v ic ious a 
prob lem  unem ploym ent is  fo r 
youth is revealed by govern
m ent s ta tis tics . The F edera l 
U nem ploym ent and P a rtia l U n
em ploym ent Census, taken in 
1937, showed th a t there were 
3,900,000 unem ployed youth be
tween the ages of 16-24. These 
figu res  were taken when the 
coun try  was experiencing  a 
b rie f upsurge.

Since then the “ recession”  
and the steady decrease in  
p riva te  em p loym ent have 
th row n m illio n s  m ore in to  the 
streets. The schools have tw ice  
tu rned  ou t th e ir  tw o m illio n  an
nual quota o f youth onto the 
g lu tted  labo r m arke ts . A con
se rva tive  estim ate  is th a t there 
are a t least seven m illio n  to- 
a llv  unem ployed youth  in  the 

coun try .
The census also revealed tha t 

youth com prise 39% o f the na
t io n ’s unem ployed. H ow th o r
oughly the ca p ita lis t b reak
down has h it  youth  is ind ica ted  
in  figu res on ru ra l unem ploy
m ent. State averages fo r  ru ra l 
areas in  Iow a , Connecticut, 
P ennsylvan ia , and M assachu
setts show th a t fro m  56-69% o f 
youth are unem ployed.

In  in d u s tr ia l centers, the 
“ locked-out gene ra tion ”  is s im 
i la r ly  s itua ted . O f youth w i l l 
ing  and able to w ork , in  Den
ve r, 53%, in  N ew ark, 57%, 
Pennsylvan ia  45%, New Y o rk  
48% are unem ployed.

W hat do these figu res  in d i
cate o f the m ora le  and hea lth  
o f A m e rica n  youth? The hap
py, hea lthy  boys and g ir ls  who 
bounce so m e r r ily  on the o ra 
to rs ’ tongues are no t to  be 
found. One o f every  five  young 
people s u ffe r fro m  a venerea l 
disease. Tubercu los is , on ly  
seventh on the a d u lt l is t , is  the 
second m ost frequen t cause of 
youth deaths. H e a rt disease, an 
“ o ld -m an ’s ”  a ilm e n t, is  th ird  
on the youth  lis t.

There  is l it t le  need fo r  an 
a g ita tiona l sum m ation  o f these 
figu res. They w eigh too heav
i ly  in  them selves. They c o n s ti
tu te  a dam ning in d ic tm e n t o f 
the system  th a t has no room , 
no Jobs fo r  youth.

The Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  
adm its  th a t the s itua tion  exists. 
A ubrey W illia m s , N a tiona l 
Y outh  A d m in is tra to r , s a id : 
"W e know th a t the va s t m a
jo r ity  o f the ch ild ren  who were 
born in  the la s t tw en ty -five  
years w il l  never rise  fro m  a 
hand-to-m outh existence, th a t 
a ll th e ir  steps fro m  the c rad le  
to the grave w il l  be dogged by 
poverty , sickness, and insecur
i t y . ”

W hat does th is  a d m in is tra 
tion  propose to do about 11’  
Charles Taussig , another N a
tio n a l Y outh  A d m in is tra tio n  o f 
f ic ia l,  suggests th a t youth  re

m a in  in  schools fo r  longer pe
riods. T h a t th is  is a laughable 
approach to the m a tte r is  
dem onstra ted by the percen
tage o f youth who have been 
forced to leave school.

O ne-th ird  o f the youth  be
tween the ages o f 14-18 are no t 
in  school now. They cannot a f
fo rd  " f r e e ”  education. These 
are the youth  whose parents 
have been th row n  o ff the re 
lie f ro lls . These are the youth 
whose parents w ere le ft  penni
less when the a d m in is tra tio n  
slashed W .P .A . Case h is to ries  
taken by the M a ry la n d  Y outh  
C om m ission show th a t these 
youth have no shoes, no food, 
no m oney fo r  fees o r books. 
They w an t to go to school b u t 
ne ithe r they no r th e ir  fa m ilie s  
can a ffo rd  th e ir  education.

H ow  else does the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  approach the 
prob lem ? F o r student re lie f, 
the governm ent o ffe rs  to a com 
pa ra tive  hand fu l the p ittances 
o f the N a tiona l Y ou th  A dm in 
is tra tio n . The budget-slashing 
session o f Congress reduced 
the aid fro m  fifte e n  to tw e lve  
do lla rs  per m onth fo r  college 
students. H igh  school a id  is 
now l it t le  m ore  than fo u r dol
la rs  a m onth . The en tire  " a id ”  
reaches less than 180,000 s tu 
dents. The on ly  o ther fo rm  of 
youth "a ss is tance ”  is the C i
v ilia n  C onservation Corps. Th is  
agency covers on ly  300,000 
youth—and deducts m ost o f 
th e ir sm a ll sa la ry  fro m  th e ir  
p a ren ts ’ re lie f a llo tm en t.

Quite a p a rt fro m  th is  m eager 
channel of governm ent a id, 
there s t i l l  exists the a rm y  o f 
6-7 m illio n  to ta lly  unem ployed 
youth. They have no jobs, re 
ceive no a id, and see no p ro s 
pects fo r  any change in  th e ir  
p lig h t. I t  is these youth th a t 
the Jobs-for-Youth cam paign 
seeks to m ob ilize  in  a s trugg le  
fo r jobs, fo r  a chance to live . 
These youth w il l  f ig h t fo r the 
r ig h t to w o rk . The Young Peo
p le ’s S oc ia lis t League, F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, leads th a t f ig h t.

Roosevelt Has 
No Answer to 
This Question

W ASH IN G TO N —P res ident 
Roosevelt hasn ’t  been able 
to th in k  up an answ er to 
the cable he rece ived fro m  
B om bay, dated A p r il 24. 
fro m  V . D . S a va rka r, p res i
dent o f the A ll- In d ia  N a tion 
a l O rgan iza tion  to Safeguard 
H indu  R igh ts.

" I f  you r note to H it le r  
was actuated by d is in te r
ested hum an anx ie ty  fo r  
sa feguard ing  freedom  of 
dem ocracy fro m  m ili ta ry  
aggression,”  cabled S ava r
k a r, “ w hy no t also ask B r i 
ta in  to w ith d ra w  arm ed 
dom ina tion  over In d ia , a l
low ing  a free , se lf-de te r
m ined  co ns titu tion? ”

“ The g re a t In d ia n  n a tio n ,"  
he said, "c a n  c la im  as m uch 
In te rn a tio n a l Justice as sm a ll 
na tions .”

SOCIETY
___NOTES—_

Society's Glamor Girl 
Finds Glamor 
In Going to Work

M iss Cobina W rig h t, J r . , 
w ea lthy and be a u tifu l heiress, 
fam ed as S ocie ty ’s “ G lam or 
G ir l , ”  finds her g rea test h app i
ness in  the g la m o r of w o rk . 
Since she became a m em ber o f 
the w o rk in g  class she fo llow s 
a rigorous ro u tin e :

10:30 A .M .— Up fo r  a tep id  
shower and a b ris k  rub  down

11:00 A .M .—L ig h t b reak fas t 
and a qu ick  run  th rough  her 
m o rn ing  fan  m a il.

11:30 A .M .— R ehearsal of 
songs in  her re pe rto ire .

1:00 P .M .—Dresses fo r  a fte r
noon and a luncheon date.

1:30 P .M .—R ecreation  tim e . 
A can te r on horseback o r a 
s w m .

7:30 P .M .— D inner. No dates 
— - lu s t ’n t be la te  fo r  w o rk !

9:00 P .M .—O ff to w o rk . She 
sings fo r  a l iv in g  a t the W a l
do rf-A s to ria .

10:00 P .M .—A m ovie  fo r  a 
b rie f date.

12:30 A .M .—Back to w ork. 
H er s tunn ing  fig u re  enhances 
her voice.

1 :’ 0 A .M .—E ats her heaviest 
m eal of the day, spaghetti o r 
m edium  ra re  steak.

3:00 A .M . — T im e  fo r  bed. 
W ork has tire d  Cobina and she 
'a lls  to sleep im m ed ia te ly . 
D oesn 't need an a la rm  c lock.

W ill Not Shoot Himself 
But Can Be Had 
For Ten Bucks a Week

An unem ployed business ad
m in is tra to r w rite s  a le tte r to  a 
newspaper in  New Y o rk , g iv ing  
h is d a ily  rou tine . He is a col
lege m an, 32 years old, exten
s ive ly  trave led , f lu e r t  in  
F rench . G erm an, and Ita lia n  
and capable of hand ling  D utch 
and Spanish.

8:00 A .M . — Rises sh a rp ly , 
sk ipp ing  b reak fas t because he 
is broke. Begins hun t fo r  job , 
averag ing  d a ily  eleven pros
pective em ployers.

12:30 P .M .—Luncheon. F ou r 
bread ro lls  and glass o f m ilk . 
Th is d ie t keeps his w e igh t 
down to 125 lbs. despite h is 5 
fee t 11 inches.

1:00 P .M . — Continues Job 
hun ting . Averages 15 m iles a 
day.

5:00 P .M .—R eturns to h is 
room . R ent $3.50 a week un
paid since January .

6:00 P .M .—D inne r. Sponges 
on few  rem a in ing  fr iends  o r 
eats one 5-cent loa f and a sm a ll 
piece o f bu te r.

8:00 P .M .—To bed in o rde r 
to recuperate  by s leeping at 
least 12 hours.

Prom ises not to shoot h im 
se lf, b u t i f  anybody w ants h im  
fo r  a s lave can be had fo r $10 
a week. Hopes w a r breaks ou t 
so he can Join the a rm y  and get 
a square m eal.
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F E L IX  M O R R O W  

JO S E P H  H A N S E N

FIG HT W IT H  THE SOCIALIST  
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job  and a decent wage fo r  every w o rke r.

2. Open the id le  factories— operate them  nnder 
w o rke rs ’ con tro l.

3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F ede ra l pub lic  w orks 
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  530-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d is a b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  F a m ilie s .

7. A ll  w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars .

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An Independent Labor P a rty .

11. W orkers ’ -Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  
and Faso ist a ttacks.

Another Proof
Another striking proof of the deep opposi

tion of the American people to the impending 
world war into which President Roosevelt is 
preparing to plunge the United States is pro
vided by the latest Gallup poll.

According to the survey, 69 per cent of the 
people are at present opposed to lending money 
to Roosevelt’s prospective allies, England and 
France, in order to build up their armament ma
chines in “defense of democracy.’’

One of the main reasons for this attitude, ac
cording to the poll, is the fear that it would be 
one of the quickest ways to “ involve the United 
States in war.”

And even more significant, the poll shows that 
in the mind of the people, the major problem 
now confronting them is H O W  T O  K E E P  
O U T  O F  W A R .

Not all the insidious propaganda dictated by 
W all Street has been able to wipe out the mem
ory of the last world war and what it was 
R E A L L Y  fought for.

Deep in the memory of the people is the fact 
that A L L  the gold stars of the last war, A L L  
the crosses on foreign battlefields, A L L  the 
shiny medals and bits of ribbon that capitalist 
generals gave D U P E D  workers and farmers for 
the arms, legs, and faces which had been shot 
away represented nothing but a sordid struggle 
fo r markets, colonies, and profits among the 
stockholders of the different capitalist nations.

The people have not forgotten that while they 
struggled U S E L E S S L Y  to “save democracy” 
on foreign battlefields, the capitalists stayed at 
home and raked in the bloated P R O F IT S  O F  
W A R .

That is why the Gallup poll shows even now 
on the verge of another bloody capitalist 
scramble for profits that the people don’t want 
any more W A R  LO A N S , any more B A Y O N 
E T  P R A C T IC E , any more R IF L E  D R IL L , 
any more trips overseas to save capitalist de
mocracy.

But Roosevelt does not guide his actions by 
the will of the people. He guides his actions by 
the needs of the class he represents, the stock
holding minority.

That is why he S P U R N S  the wishes of the 
majority of the American people and continues 
dumping the nation’s wealth into the war ma
chine.

So long as the workers and farmers tolerate 
a stockholder government in Washington they 
can expect this state of affairs to continue 
whether the Democratic party is in power or 
the Republican.

Only by putting into power a workers' gov
ernment can the war-mongering stockholders 
and the profit system that maintains them be 
forever smashed!

Father in Washington to cast outworn tradition 
to the wind and run for president again.

The Stalinists long ago abandoned the work
ing class standpoint of the class struggle and 
transferred their allegiance to the capitalist par
ties— to the Democrats in most places and to the 
Republicans elsewhere. Now they sink a couple 
of notches lower. They have become the apostles 
of the “good man” theory. It  doesn’t matter a 
hoot in hell that the Democratic party is capital
ist to the core. It is the only one that can win; 
hence, support it. It doesn't matter that in order 
to win it will continue to base itself on the 
Hague and Tammany and Kelly-Nash machines 
and on the Bourbon South. It doesn’t matter 
that, even by Browder’s implicit confession, 
Roosevelt is the only one in the whole party that 
can kid labor into voting for a capitalist ticket. 
All that matters is that Roosevelt is a “good 
man.”

Unfortunately for Browder, F.D .R . will not 
look upon his announcement as an unmixed 
blessing. The White House Magician is re
ported to have said to Harold J. Laski, who 
visited him at the time of the 1936 convention 
of the Stalinists, that he hoped the C. P. 
wouldn’t endorse him publicly for the presi
dency. When he hears that Browder has come 
out for a third term, he will most certainly get 
a well-advanced case of the pip. Things have’t 
been looking so well lately for the realization of 
his third-term ambitions. Now Roosevelt will 
probably have to look to the Almighty himself 
for help out of the fix into which Browder’s en
dorsement has placed him.

I f  only he were to shift to an anti-Soviet 
orientation, Roosevelt would see the unsolicited 
support of Browder turn into bitter condemna
tion. Browder would then repeat what he wrote 
almost six years ago in his book, Communism 
in llte United States (p. 172) :

“How childish it is to think that the ‘good
ness’ or ‘badness’ of the individual Roosevelt 
can make the slightest difference in regard to the 
policies of government! The government, with 
Roosevelt at the head, is trying to save the 
capitalist system. To save the system makes it 
necessary to put the burden of the crisis upon 
the workers, farmers, and middle classes. . . . 
Roosevelt is bad for the workers because he is 
the leader of the capitalist class in 'its attacks 
upon the working class.”

These words, now treacherously abandoned 
by Browder, retain their full truth to the present 
day.

The Record of Anastasio Somoza 
- —Bloody Dictator of Nicaragua

The new ch ie f o f s ta ff o f the U n ited  States A rm y , 
G eneral George C a tle tt M a rsh a ll, is one o f few  
o ffice rs  to rise  to the top rank ing  w ithou t being 
a g raduate  o f W est P o in t. H is  a lm a  m a te r is 
V irg in ia  M ili ta r y  Academ y. B u t one can lea rn  to 
hate the w orkers  as tho rough ly  a t one o f these 
colleges as a t West P o in t, and th a t is the f ir s t  
du ty  o f the o ff ice r and gentlem an.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
In  1926, when the Moncada- 

Somoza revo lu tion  against 
C ham orro broke out, Somoza 
was devoting h im se lf to some 
shady a ffa irs , bu t aw are of 
w ha t was scheduled to occur, 
he tu rned stool pigeon (a lways 
a fa vo r ite  avocation) fo r  the 
governm ent. He in fo rm ed  on 
various generals who were 
about to jo in  the re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent; and as th is  became 
known, he and his bosses 
deemed i t  p o lit ic  to fake  an up
r is in g . H id ing  in  the hacienda, 
“ E l G u a ch ip llin ,”  near the 
tow n of San M arcos, he sent 
one o f his accom plices to m u r
der P res ident Gonzalo G rana
dos and h is son, R am on. The 
people o f San M arcos baptized 
Somoza w ith  the n icknam e the 
“ G eneral o f the V irg in  Sw ord’ ’ 
and the “ G enera l o f E l Gauch- 
ip i l in . ”
ORDERS D E P U T Y  K IL L E D

The m urders , v ia  the hand o f 
an in te rm e d ia ry , continued. 
Somoza ordered the D eputy F il-  
adelfio  R obleto k ille d  fo r  hav
ing  p u b lic ly  denounced w ha t 
was in  fa c t m u rd e r. T ak ing  ad
vantage o f his post as P o lit ic a l 
C hief w ith  w hich Sacasa had 
once m ore favo red  h im , he a r
ranged the k i l l in g  th ree  years 
la te r in  Leon of one, Jose Lop 
ez, the m an who had served as 
his tool in  k i ll in g  Robleto.

The new m urde re rs  h ired  by 
Somoza were Sergeant Somar- 
r ib a  and L ieu tenan t W ydem an, 
the la tte r  of the A m erican  A r 
m y. W ith  the passage o f tim e

War Casualties
The number who will be wounded, maimed, 

and killed in the coming world war, according 
to the estimates of the medical stall's of the 
German and French armies as reported at the 
International Congress of Medicine and Phar
macy, “ is not going to be any higher than it was 
at the end of the last war.”

This sounds a very cheerful and optimistic 
note amidst the general feverish preparations foi 
the fast-approaching slaughter. But too much 
hope that the coming casualties will n it exceed 
the millions of casualties in the last war cannot 
lie placed in this estimate.

It  is based on nothing more serious than the 
disbelief of the army medical staffs “ that any 
country is going to bomb civilian populations.”

Aside from the fact that the bombing planes 
of England, France, Italy, Germany and others 
have been bombing the civilian populations of 
the colonies for years, a still further cause for 
doubt as to the trustworthiness of the estimates 
of the army medical staffs may be taken from 
the fact that the Red Cross in Great Britain is 
establishing four large blood-storing plants in 
London for use in transfusions when the war 
breaks and planes begin dropping bombs ii: 
crowded civilian centers.

The theory is that the workers may begin 
storing blood now to replace that which they 
will shed when hostilities start. This estimate 
of the Red Cross seems much more realistic 
than the estimates of the army doctors.

God Help F.D.R.
Modestly conceding that the Communist party 

“apparently” cannot elect a candidate of its own 
to the presidency in 1940, Führer Browder 
came out in favor of a third term for Roosevelt 
in his speech to the young Stalinist mass meet
ing at the Garden last Thursday. A Third-Term- 

. for-Roosevelt will now be inviolate doctrine for 
all Stalinists and we do not have long to wait 
before we see one stooge organization after an
other adopting petitions to the Great White

a l it t le  la te r the sub-secre tary
ship of E x te r io r  R elations. He 
held th is  post when he p lotted 
his f i r s t  treacherous ac t to 
seize power. He was helped by 
G eneral M cD uga l, A m erican  
head of the so-called N ationa l 
G uard. Th is  tim e  he fa ile d , and 
as a consequence M cD uga l was 
demoted.

Th is was a t the same tim e  
the epoch o f Sandlno’s s trugg le  
against the m ili ta ry  invasion  of 
the U n ited  States in  N ica ragua . 
Sandino’s doctrines consciously 
expressed lit t le  o f the h is to rica l 
role of the m ovem ent and were 
lim ite d  in  th e ir  outlook to lega l 
fo rm u las  o f sm a ll Im portance. 
Fundam enta l fo r  Sandlno was 
the dem and th a t the im p e ria l
is t m arines leave N icaraguan  
soil.
T H E  B E T R A Y A L  
OF SANDINO

In  1933 when D r. Sacasa took 
power and the m arines le ft  the 
coun try , Sandlno fe lt  com p le te 
ly  sa tis fied  and was persuaded 
to su rrender his a rm s. Sacasa’s 
ch ie f o f the N a tiona l G uard  was 
Somoza, now re a lly  and t r u ly  a 
genera l. A m id  paeans of peace, 
Sandlno entered Managua, the 
cap ita l. He em braced Somoza 
and h a lf the w o rld  besides. He 
spoke c o rd ia lly  to everyone. 
And he was answered in  s im i
la r  te rm s. Somoza presented 
h im  w ith  a p o r tra it  w ith  a ve ry  
a ffec tionate  dedication.

On F e b ru a ry  21, 1934, San- 
dino and his aides were assassi
nated.

Th is is the fr ie n d  o f P resi-
S om arriba  was also m urdered dent Roosevelt!
by his pow erfu l and treache r
ous accom plice. Thanks to his 
n a tio n a lity , w hich is taboo, fo r  
Somoza, W ydem an was saved.

In  1928 Somoza was named 
Sub-Secretary o f W ar by P res
iden t M oncada. Once m ore his 
greed n e a rly  ru ined h im . He 
began by s tea ling  any and a ll 
money w h ich  touched his f in 
gers and by the end o f the year 
he had exhausted the patience 
of Moncada. who p u t h im  out 
on the street.

U tiliz in g —as the saying  goes 
in  N ica ragua—means w o rthy  o f 
a g igolo, he was able to secure

Somoza since then has in s ti
tu ted an unprecedented re ign  
of te r ro r  in  N ica ragua . Resolv
ed to re ign  absolute ly and in 
d e fin ite ly , he has m erc iless ly  
crushed even the sm a lles t m an
ifes ta tion  o f non-con fo rm ity  
am ong his fe llow  countrym en. 
The gunm en o f the “ N a tiona l 
G u a rd ”  take care th a t there 
sha ll be no prisoners in  prison, 
to silence the newspapers i f  
they do not g lo r ify  the ty ra n t, 
to break any m an ifes ta tion  o f 
o rgan iza tion  among the w o rk 
ers w ith  f ire  and blood, to 
m a in ta in  the en tire  population

of th is  unhappy land in  constant 
fe a r and anguish — no one 
knows the fa te  ih a t aw a its  h im  
or h is fa m ily . The m alevo len t 
“ G u a rd ia ”  is everyw here. 
ID E A L  “ STRONG M A N ”
FO R  IM P E R IA L IS M

Somoza is the idea l “ strong 
m a n ”  fo r R oosevelt’s im p e ria l
ism . The best p roo f o f th is  is 
the fa c t th a t the W hite House 
host rece ived the grandson o f 
“ Seven H andkerch ie fs ”  w ith  a 
w a rm  handshake and a purse 
fu l l  o f gold. Somoza is  w e ll w o r
th y  of it .

I f  the dom estic po licy  o f the 
m u rd e re r o f Sandino is system 
a tic  and perm anent te rro r, his 
fo re ign  po licy  can be charac
te rized as a series o f p rovoca
tions aga inst h is neighbors, es
p e c ia lly  Costa R ica . Through 
Somoza’s constant menace, 
Costa R ica  has been converted 
in to  a N ica raguan  police agen
cy, and w hat was fo rm e r ly  a 
refuge has become converted 
in to  a tra p  to ensnare Somoza’s 
enemies.

M r. Roosevelt m us t be en
chanted w ith  th is  vassalage of 
Costa R ica , closest ne ighbor to 
the proposed in ter-oceanic can
al. Th is  w il l  enable h im , 
th rough Somoza, to d rive  out 
the Japanese who settled on 
Costa R ican te r r ito ry  some 
tim e  ago; th is  w il l  enable h im  
to contro l th rough h is hench
m an the whole zone o f the Is 
thm us. and to crow n a t l it t le  
cost the rea rm a m e n t p rog ram  
of the U n ited  States by open
ing a new canal th rough  N ic a r
agua and estab lish ing  a nava l 
and a e ria l base in  the G u lf of 
Fonseca.

There exists in  N ica ragua , 
however, a strong m ovem ent o f 
rebe llion  aga inst the P rae to r- 
ian ism  o f Somoza. The to ile rs  
w ith in  the coun try  and the e x 
iles  outside are p repa ring  to 
sm ash the power o f the m u r
dere r who is em braced today 
so a ffec tiona te ly  by the apostle 
o f the shark  sm ile . N ever has 
Somoza sa t less f i r m ly  in  his 
p res iden tia l ch a ir than  today. 
He knows th a t the blows w il l  
come fro m  everyw here and 
w il l  come soon.

The New Masses Returns to Its 
"Exposure" of Walter Krivitsky

Arming Against Labor
A t a luncheon of business men in an exclusive 

club in New York City last week, Rear Admir
al Clark H . Woodward told what the arma
ment program of President Roosevelt is for. 

The Rear Admiral declared;
‘‘No government, whatever may be its 

form, can be maintained without FO R C E  
to back it up against O P P O S IT IO N  
F R O M  W IT H IN  or aggression from  
without.”
By “opposition from within” the Rear Ad

miral means the LA B O R  M O V E M E N T .
Roosevelt’s war program against the “ag

gressors,” in other words, is at the very same 
time a program to S M A S H  LA B O R  in the 
United States.

The N ew Masses o f M a y  16 
re tu rns  to the “ exposure" of 
W a lte r K r iv its k y  w h ich  i t  
launched in  its  issue o f the 
week before. There is exac tly  
one im p o rta n t d iffe rence  be
tween the tw o rep lies to K r i-  
v lts k y 's  sensational a rtic les  in  
the S a turday E ven ing  Post: On 
M ay 9 the N ew Masses took 
about e ig h t colum n-inches to 
answer K r iv its k y ; on M ay 16 
i t  takes about th ir ty  column- 
inches to say the same th ing .

P a rt o f the answer the em 
barrassed S ta lin is ts  m ake to 
K r lv its k y ’s charges about the 
m urderous a c tiv itie s  o f the G. 
P .U . in  Spain and elsewhere, is 
known in  law , i f  we are not 
m istaken, as the “ negative 
p regnan t.”
W HAT IS  A
N E G A T IV E  P R E G N A N T?

W hat is  a “ negative p reg 
n a n t” ? H ere Is an exam ple : 

S m ith  charges Jones in  cou rt 
w ith  ow ing h im  f i f t y  do lla rs . 
Jones rep lies : “ S m ith  is a l ia r .
I  do not owe h im  f i f t y  d o lla rs ."  
F ro m  th a t answer i t  m ay ve ry  
w e ll fo llow  th a t Jones does owe 
Sm ith  fo r ty  o r th ir ty  o r seventy 
do lla rs .

To the sta tem ent th a t “ Gen
e ra l K r iv its k y  was head o f the 
Soviet M ili ta ry  In te lligence  
Service fo r  W estern E u rope ” -— 
the New Masses rep lies : He
was never a G eneral and can
not even use a r if le . A ll r ig h t. 
G ranted th a t he was never a 
General and th a t he is less 
handy w ith  a r if le  than S ta lin  
is w ith  an axe: was he o r was 
he not head o f the S ta lin is t 
m ili ta ry  espionage in  W estern 
Europe? The silence of the 
S ta lin is ts  on th is  key po in t is 
as good as an a ff irm a tiv e  re 
p ly .

The rest o f the New Masses' 
answers to K r iv its k y ’s charges 
do not even come under the 
head of the “ negative p reg
n a n t.”

K r iv its k y  charged, and gave 
deta iled evidence, th a t the 
G .P .U . had organized a te r ro r 
is tic  reg im e aga inst p ro le ta ria n  
dissidents in  L o y a lis t Spain. 
The New Masses answers th is  
charge by saying  th a t K r iv i t 
s k y ’s rea l nam e is G insberg. 
G ranted. We g ra n t i t  a ll the 

| less re lu c ta n tly  because the So- 
I c ia lis t Appeal was the f i r s t  to 
m ake th is  b rea th -tak ing  fa c t 
known a yea r and a h a lf ago! 
In  our issue o f D ecem ber 11, 
1937, we rep rin te d —as d id  m ost 
o f the F rench  press—the le tte r 
sent by K r iv its k y  to the F rench 
M in is te r o f the In te r io r  a fte r 
his b reak w ith  S ta lin . The ve ry  
f ir s t  pa rag raph  o f th a t le tte r

reads: "T h e  undersigned, Sam
uel G insburg , bearing  in  the 
U.S.S.R. as a Sovie t c itizen  the 
name o f W a lte r K r iv its k y , and 
the p o lit ic a l pseudonym W a lte r, 
born June 28, 1899 a t Podwol- 
oezyska (Po land) has been a 
m em ber o f the C.P.S.U . since 
1919.”

P L A G IA R IZ IN G  T H E  
SO CIALIST A P P E A L

A ccord ing  to the New Mass
es, the fa c t th a t K r iv its k y 's  a r
tic les  were p rin ted  by the re 
a c tiona ry  S aturday E ven ing  
Post renders them  w orth less. 
B y the same reasoning, can i t  
perhaps be said th a t the fa c t 
th a t the New Masses took its  
“ exposure”  o f K r iv its k y ’s rea l 
name fro m  the Socia lis t A p
peal, m akes its  a ttack  on K r i 
v its k y  a piece o f counter-revo
lu tio n a ry  sku llduggery?

K r iv its k y  charged, and gave 
deta iled  evidence, th a t the Ne- 
g rln  cab ine t was b ru ta lly  m an
u factu red  by S ta lin 's  agents, in  
Spain and m a in ta ined  there  as 
a puppet reg im e o f the K re m 
lin  in  its  European d ip lo m a tic  
game. The New Masses an
swers th is  charge by saying 
th a t K r iv its k y  was seen in  
P a ris  n ig h t clubs. G ranted. 
B u t w ha t about K r iv its k y ’s ac
cusation?

K r iv its k y  charged th a t the 
G .P .U . organized the h o rr ib le  
assassination o f Andres N In in  
Barce lona. The New Masses 
answers th is  charge by saying 
th a t K r iv its k y ’s a rtic les  were 
ghosted by someone else be
cause he can ’t  even w rite  E n g 
lish . A ga in  granted. And again, 
w hat about K r iv its k y ’s accusa
tion?

K r iv its k y  charged th a t S ta l
in  was m ak ing  secre t bu t fe ve r
ish a ttem pts  to reach an agree
m ent w ith  H it le r ;  th a t S ta lin  
fram ed  and fo u lly  m urdered 
the Red A rm y  G enerals (or 
w eren ’t  they G enerals, e ithe r? ) 
on the basis o f “ d is in fo rm a 
tio n ”  d e libe ra te ly  supplied by 
the Gestapo. The New Masses 
answers th is  charge by saying 
th a t the rig h ts  to K r iv its k y ’s 
com ing book m ay be bought 
fo r  $500. . . .
A D E L IC A T E  
D E T A IL

There is one l it t le  de ta il on 
w h ich  the New Masses does not 
dw e ll in  its  M ay 16 issue. I t  
is so de lica te  a de ta il th a t In 
a le a fle t issued by the Young 
C om m unist League of C ity  C o l
lege o f N ew Y o rk , w hich re 
produces the New Masses “ ex
posure”  o f M ay 9, the para 
graph in  question is d isc ree tly  
om itted .

W hy? Because i t  contains the 
fo llow ing  sentence: "Y o u  are 
ju s t the k ind  o f adven tu re r th a t 
the Infam ous Yagoda w ould 
p ick  fo r  h is anti-Soviet d ir ty  
w o rk .”

W hereupon we note: (1) th a t 
Yagoda was Just the k in d  o f 
adven tu re r th a t the in fam ous 
S ta lin  w ould p ick  fo r  h is  an ti- 
Soviet d ir ty  w o rk ; (2) th a t not 
so long ago M r. Sender G a rlin , 
co n tr ib u to r to the New Masses, 
w ro te  in  the D a ily  W orker 
about the proposal to su b m it 
the nam e o f the Infam ous Y a 
goda fo r the annual Nobel 
Peace P rize , in  recogn ition  o f 
the d ispatch w ith  w h ich  he 
s laughtered o ff the O ld Bolshe
v iks ; (3) th a t the New Masses 
is acknow ledging th a t .K r iv i t 
sky was an o ff ic ia l o f the S ta l
in is t espionage system  and, 
there fo re , in  a position to know 
w hereof he w rites .

•  •  •

K R IV IT S K Y  AN D  
D IE S

P.S.—In  v iew  of ou r recent 
e d ito r ia l on K r iv its k y  and the 
Dies C om m ittee  and In Justice 
to K r iv its k y , we re p o rt the fo l
low ing in fo rm a tio n  we have re 
ceived fro m  a W ashington cor
respondent. I t  was a S ta lin is t 
stooge in  the Labo r D epa rtm ent 
who ca lled the a tten tion  o f the 
Dies C om m ittee  to K r iv its k y ’s 
presence in  th is  coun try , basing 
his denuncia tion on the ed ito 
r ia l footnote to K r iv its k y ’s a r
tic les  in  the S atu rday E ven ing  
Post w h ich  states th a t K r iv i t 
sky “ is s t i l l  a be lieve r in  the 
true  com m un ism  o f L e n in .”

O ur correspondent w rites  
th a t he has good a u th o rity  fo r  
the sta tem ent th a t K r iv its k y  
has no t vo lunteered to te s tify  
before the Dies C om m ittee  and 
th a t any such in tim a tio n  or as
sertion  is insp ired  by the 
G .P .U ., whose tw ofo ld  purpose 
is the d isc red itm en t o f K r iv i t 
sky because of his disclosures 
and the securing o f his depor
ta tio n  as “ a subversive and un
desirab le  a lie n .”

He w rites  fu r th e r th a t no one 
on the D ies C om m ittee  has 
been in  touch w ith  K r iv its k y , 
nor has K r iv its k y  been in  touch 
w ith  any m em ber of the Com
m ittee . W hat K r iv its k y  w ould 
do when subpoenaed by the 
D ies C om m ittee , concludes the 
com m un ica tion , is s t i l l  an open 
question and he w il l  have to 
decide upon the advice o f his 
a tto rney and his fr iends .

As was ind ica ted  by the v iew  
expressed in  our e d ito ria l, we 
cannot b u t welcom e th is  in 
fo rm a tion .

T he ir  By James Burnham

G overnm ent
L a s t week, the Senate, by the overw he lm ing  

vote o f 62 to 14, passed the new A g ric u ltu re  A ppro 
p ria tio n  B i l l  a t a to ta l o f $1,218,0j0,000. Th is  sum  
raises the fig u re  f i r s t  proposed by the A d m in is tra 
tion  and a lready  acted on by the House n e a rly  
$400,000,000. The B il l  now goes to conference. 
There is every  reason to believe th a t the fig u re  
voted by the Senate w il l  be accepted by the House 
w ith  on ly  s lig h t i f  any m o d ifica tions ; and th a t the 
B il l  w il l  then be signed by the P resident.

O n ly $290,000.000 o f th is  vas t sum  is a llo tted  to 
the a d m in is tra tio n  o f the m u ltitud inous  a c tiv itie s  
o f the D epartm ent o f A g ricu ltu re . $928,000,000 is  to 
be used fo r  w ha t Senator F ra z ie r—a w a rm  advo
cate o f the B i l l—openly ca lled  a "d o le ”  fo r  the fa r 
m ers. Th is dole w ears various disguises. $500,000,- 
000 goes to the conven ien tly  named “ conserva tion ”  
p rog ram . U nder th is , fa rm e rs  are pa id  benefits 
fo r  tra n s fe rr in g  acreage fro m  basic crops to ce r
ta in  so il-conserv ing  crops (a ve rb a l v a r ia n t o f ' 
o ther Rooseveltian “ sca rc ity  p lans”  w h ich  were 
outlaw ed by the Suprem e C ourt).

$203,000,000 w il l  go to finance the F edera l S ur
plus C om m odities C orpora tion . Th is  agency tr ie s  
to keep up the prices o f a g r ic u ltu ra l com m odities 
th rough  m a rk e t m an ipu la tions, w ith d ra w in g  su r
pluses fro m  the m a rke t, and subsid iz ing exports.

The re m a in in g  $225,000,000 w il l  be used fo r  w ha t 
are ca lled  " p a r i t y ”  paym ents : a fo rm  o f d ire c t 
g if t  to fa rm e rs  cooperating w ith  the A d m in is tra 
tio n ’s p rog ram .

Th is  $1,218,000.000 is the la rges t sum  ever voted 
by the governm ent fo r  a g ricu ltu re . In  the l ig h t of 
the how ls fo r  economy by business and m any Con
gressm en, and in  con tras t w ith  the s lash ing o f re 
lie f app rop ria tions , the a g r ic u ltu ra l app rop ria tion  
deserves re flec tion .

The New Deal Confesses Failure
No one a t a ll acquainted w ith  a g ricu ltu re  in  th is  

coun try  w il l  deny th a t the m a jo r ity  o f fa rm e rs  are 
in  need of a id. Am ong the low er s tra ta  o f fa rm e rs  
—share croppers and poorer tenants—conditions 
are so appa lling  th a t by com parison the life  o f a 
pe rm anen tly  unem ployed c ity  w o rke r seems like  
indecent lu x u ry . A considerable percentage o f even 
the ow ner-fa rm ers  w o rk  th e ir  12 to 14 d a ily  hours 
fo r  l it t le  m ore than enough food to liv e  on : m o r t
gages. taxes, low  fa rm  prices guarantee th a t they 
have no cash in  th e ir  pockets fro m  beginn ing to 
end of the  year.

W hat is m ost obvious about the present a g ric u l
tu re  b ill is its  reve la tion  o f the en tire  fa ilu re  o f the 
New Deal to solve the c ris is  in  a g ricu ltu re . Con
gress is now p re p a rin g  the seventh budget o f the 
Roosevelt reg im e. There have been s ix  a g ricu ltu re  
b ills  in  s ix  years and seem ing ly  endless b illio n s  of 
do lla rs  to t r y  ou t New Deal “ expe rim en ts ” . And 
a ll o f the experim ents  and a ll o f the b illions  have 
solved noth ing.

A ll  o f the acreage w ith d ra w a l and "conserva  
tio n ”  have not been able to ra ise prices fo r  fa rm  
com m odities. M ortgages, debts, in te res t, back 
taxes, continue to p ile  up fo r the bu lk  o f the fa r 
m ers. M any o f the b ig  fa rm e rs  have, i t  is  tru e  Tit' 
is m a in ly  to them  th a t the benefits and subsidies 
go) prospered under the W allace dispensation, bu t 
share croppers and sm a ll tenants rem a in  on a 
sub-an im a l s tandard  o f liv in g .

The present b ill re a lly  adm its  the fa ilu re . Sena
to r  F ra z ie r is r ig h t in  ca llin g  the app rop ria tion  
(a p a rt fro m  the $290,000,000 fo r  a d m in is tra tio n ) a 
do le ; and a dole is no t a p ro g ra m —in  any f ie ld  o f 
economy—but the recogn ition  o f the absence o f a 
p rog ram . The p a r ity  and conservation paym ents 
and the subsidies do not touch a s ing le  one o f the 
causes of the a g ric u ltu ra l c ris is— in  fa c t, they  do 
not pre tend to. They hand around a ce rta in  am ount 
o f cash (some o f i t ,  o f course, to those who need 
i t )  and th a t is a ll. W hiskey m ay m ake you fo rge t 
cancer fo r  a w h ile , bu t i t  is no t going to cure it .

The Farmers as Red Riding Hood
B u t w hy is i t  th a t Congress, w h ich  is so brave 

about s lash ing  W .P .A . to ribbons, dishes out—  Re
publicans and D em ocrats a like , w ith  no serious ob
je c tio n  fro m  th e ir  b ig  business m asters—the la rg 
est sum  on record  to the fa rm e rs?  There is here 
a l it t le  ob jec t lesson in  the  na tu re  of the class 
strugg le .

W .P .A . funds go ch ie fly  to unem ployed w orkers , 
th a t is to the p ro le ta r ia t. The fa rm e rs  are the la rg 
est and m ost Im p o rta n t section o f the m idd le  
classes. B ig  business knows th a t its  ru le  w il l  be 
th reatened on ly  by the p ro le ta r ia t; and by the  p ro 
le ta r ia t on ly when the la tte r  succeeds in  w inn ing  
in fluence over a considerable p a r t o f the m idd le  
classes, especia lly  the fa rm e rs . C onfronted w ith  
perm anent and deepening econom ic crises, b ig 
business, in  o rde r to preserve its  ru le  and its  p ro f
its , is com pelled to s tr ik e  out f i r s t  and m ost o f a ll 
aga inst the p ro le ta r ia t: by  reduc ing  its  standard 
o f l iv in g  and by w eakening its  powers o f organized 
resistance.

F o r b ig  business to succeed, a base o f popu lar 
support is  needed. Through th is  a g r ic u ltu ra l ap
p ro p ria tio n , i t  is  hoped to d rive  a deeper wedge 
between the w orkers  and the fa rm e rs , to  p reven t 
the fa rm e rs  fro m  jo in in g  w ith  the w orkers  in  a 
com m on strugg le  against b ig  business and its  gov
e rnm ent. The app rop ria tion  is a b ribe  to the fa r 
m ers, in  re tu rn  fo r  w h ich  b ig  business demands 
th a t the fa rm e rs  en lis t in  the union-busting, wage 
and re lie f sm ashing d rive  aga inst the p ro le ta r ia t. 
N ot fo r  no th ing  is the ch ie f re ac tiona ry  organ iza 
tion  in  the F a r West, financed and con tro lled  by 
b ig  business, ca lled  Associated F a rm ers .

T h is , I  th in k , is the fundam en ta l reason— per
haps on ly  ha lf-consciously understood by m ost 
Congressmen—fo r the seem ing paradox of cuts in  
re lie f to w o rke rs  and raises in  re lie f to  fa rm e rs . 
There is o f course a m ore im m ed ia te  e lec to ra l 
reason a lso: Both  m a jo r pa rties  believe th a t the 
fa rm e rs ’ vote w il l  decide the 1940 e lection. The 
p ro le ta r ia t, in  p a rt fro m  the ve ry  same cause th a t 
m akes i t  in  the end m ore  decisive, is  s low er to 
move than the m idd le  classes. Both old pa rties  ap
p a re n tly  believe th a t the p ro le ta r ia t w il l  rem a in  
m ore o r less s ta tic  du ring  the nex t yea r and a 
h a lf; the m a jo r ity  of the p ro le ta r ia t is ev iden tly  
(w ith  guarantees fro m  Lew is  and B row de r) con
ceded to the D em ocra tic  P a rty . The Republicans 
w il l  have to take  an overpow ering  percentage o f 
the fa rm e rs  to w in ; and ne ithe r p a rty  conse
quently  w ishes to r is k  fa rm e r d isp leasure, fo r  a ll 
the p u b lic  ta lk  o f econom y and unbalanced bud
gets.

T h is  p a rty  Jockeying is, however, subord ina te  to 
the m ore basic class perspectives. Indeed, the 
m ean ing  o f th is  action on a g ricu ltu re  provides an 
analogue to the scheme o f fasc ism : b ig  business 
u tiliz in g  the  m idd le  classes as the m ass base lit  
the d rive  to sm ash the w orke rs .


