
Roosevelt’s Stand 
In  Coal Crisis 
Draws Lewis Blast

President's Ultimatum Endangers W elfare  
O f Miners; Kentucky Governor Threatens 
Use of Strike-breaking National Guard

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
W A S H IN G T O N , D. C.— Three major developments fea­

tured the coal crisis this week:
1. An open break between John L. Lewis, C.I.O. chairman, 

and President Roosevelt became imminent following a sharp 
public attack by Lewis on the administration’s policy in the 
strike.

2. Roosevelt’s ultimatum to the coal operators and the 
officials o f the United Mine Workers o f America to open the 
mines following a W hite House conference jeopardized the 
welfare o f the 485,000 strikers.

3. Democratic Governor Chandler o f Kentucky announced 
his intention o f using National Guardsmen to break the strike 
in Harlan County by furnishing armed protection to scabs.

The coal operators and the | m eetjng ^  determine prices. A 
U.M .W .A . committee were in , signed contract beforehand
virtually continuous session 
in New York City following 
these developments.

Accuses Roosevelt
In  m ak ing  pub lic  a le tte r  he 

sent to  John R . S teelm an, fed ­
e ra l co n c ilia to r in  the coal 
negotiations, Lew is  b lu n tly  
charged th a t the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  was d ire c tly  re ­
sponsible fo r  the open shop 
d rive  aga inst the m in e rs ’ 
union.

Lew is  pointed out th a t the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  fa i l ­
ure  to support the un ion ’s o r ig ­
ina l proposal th a t the exp ired  
agreem ent be extended and 
th a t the in d u s try  be kep t in  op­
e ra tion  pending negotiations, 
"caused m any operators to be­
lieve th a t they had carte  
blanche fro m  the governm ent 
to disem bowel the U n ited  M ine 
W orke rs .”

B lam e  on the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  fo r  the resu lting  
deadlock and the consequent 
fue l shortage con fron ting  the 
coun try  was also placed by 
Lew is.

"Y o u r  depa rtm en t m ust ac­
cept re spons ib ility  fo r  its  own 
a d m in is tra tive  b lu n de r,”  Lew is  
em phasized in  the le tte r.

“ Supine”  A ttitu d e
The fa ilu re  o f the Roosevelt 

adm in is tra tio n  and its  D em o­
c ra tic  p a rty  m achine in  indus­
t r ia l  states to a llow  m iners  
e ithe r unem ploym ent insurance 
o r re lie f was exposed by Le w ­
is. He te rm ed  the Roosevelt a t­
titu d e  as “ sup ine”  and " la c k ­
a d a is ica l,”  and he sp e c ifica lly  
pointed out th a t on ly P ennsy l­
van ia  w ith  a R epublican re ­
g im e had g iven any re lie f to  
the s tr ike rs .

The im portance  o f the 
un ion 's o r ig in a l proposal to 
w o rk  under the o ld con trac t 
pending se ttlem en t o f the is ­
sues took on a new tu rn  w ith  
the announcem ent th a t the coal 
com m ission was going to set 
coal p rices w ith in  the nex t tw o 
m onths.

The U .M .W .A . w ould be in  a 
good position  to ask fo r  h igher 
wages and be tte r conditions 
w h ite  the coal com m ission was

m ig h t exclude th is  poss ib ility .
The coal ope ra to rs ’ s tra tegy  

has been to p ro long a ll negoti­
ations u n til the U .M .W .A . 
signed a co n tra c t th a t would 
no t include e ithe r wage and 
hour demands and also exclude 
the union o r closed shop. They 

(Continued on Page 3)

The New Deal's 
Casualty List

H ere is  the New D ea l’ !» 
casualty l is t :

Between election day and 
Jan. 1939—310.000 slashed 
from  the re lie f ro lls . Be­
tween Jan. 1, 1939 and A p r il 
1. an add itiona l 40,000 “ a li­
ens”  slashed.

On M a rch  14. Roosevelt 
fold Congress th a t besides 
these, 850,000 people c e r t i­
fied as e lig ib le  fo r  W .P.A. 
would no t be considered. 
T o ta l: 1,300,000 th row n  into 
the gu tte r.

In  the same speech Roose­
v e lt said th a t the fu r th e r 
slash ca rr ie d  th rough by 
Congress w ould “ a ffec t 
5,000,000 people”  —  i.e ., in ­
c lud ing  those a lready th row n 
o ff re lie f.

Then: 1st week in  A p r il,  
200,000 cu t. 200,000 m ore  in 
the 1st week o f M ay . 200,000 
m ore scheduled fo r the  1st 
week o f June. 400.000 m ore 
fo r  the 1st week o f Ju ly .

G rand to ta l— (not count­
ing  app ro x im a te ly  2,000.000 
th row n  out o f w o rk  by busi­
ness a c tiv ity  decrease of 
15% since la s t N ovem ber 
and some 400,000 youth e lig i­
ble fo r  jobs since N ovem ber) 
—2,000.000 knocked o f f -  the 
ro lls  by the  N ew  D ea l in  l i t ­
tle  over s ix  m onths.

I f  Roosevelt’s bas is  fo r es- 
m a ting  is used, the num ber 
of people affected inc lud ing  
the fa m ilie s  o f those d ire c tly  
cu t o ff, the re fo re  runs closer 
to  10,000,000 then to 5,000,- 
000.

Workers Alliance Suppresses 
Action Demands of Members

• As W .A .A . and unem ployed 
w orkers seek to organize 
aga inst the p in k  s lip  and re lie f- 
" u t  wave, they fin d  th a t they 
have to f ig h t no t on ly  the re lie f- 
slashers, b u t also a com pany- 
union o u tf it , the so-called 
“ W orkers A lliance  o f A m e r­
ic a .”

L ike  m any com pany unions, 
the leaders o f th is  one have 
had to suppress demands fo r  
action by its  m em bers. In  one 
such m aneuver, about tw o 
m onths ago, the W .A .A . lead­
ers announced a re fe rendum  
o f the m em bersh ip  on the ques­
tion  o f a “ M a rch  on W ashing­
to n .”

W hat happened to the re fe r­
endum? How d id  the W .A .A . 
locals vote on it?  W hat was 
the fin a l vote?—we are ce rta in  
th a t i f  held i t  w ould be ove r­
w h e lm in g ly  in  fa vo r. N o t a 
w ord  out o f the W .A .A . lead­
e rs ! T hey have s im p ly  dum ped 
the whole business overboard. 
The m em bersh ip  voted? N ever 
m ind . T h a t’s th e ir  idea o f de­
m ocracy—these people who 
ca ll on us to  die in  a <?ar fo r  
dem ocracy!

W hy these scoundrels have 
decided no t to go th rough  the 
m otions o f ho ld ing  a m a rch  is 
c lea r enough. When they  p ro ­
posed i t ,  the P res ident was en­
gaged in  a sham  ba ttle  w ith  
the D em ocra tic  - R epublican 
economy bloc about Just how 
m uch should be cu t fro m  the 
f in a l W .P .A . a pp rop ria tion  fo r 
the cu re n t fis ca l ye a r: i t  was 
possible to pretend th a t a ll the 
c u ttin g  was not com ing fro m  
Roosevelt.

B u t since then events have 
moved q u ick ly . Roosevelt h im ­
se lf has taken the leadership 
in  c u ttin g  W .P .A . ro lls . H is 
A p r il 27 message proposed, in  
add ition  to a ll p rev ious cuts, a 
one-th ird  slash fo r  the yea r be ­
g inn ing  J u ly  1. W hereupon the 
W orkers A lliance  q u ie tly  sabo­
taged the idea o f a "M a rc h  on 
W ashington.”  F o r such a 
m a rch  m ig h t g row  to  oropor- 
tions uncon tro llab le  by the 
W .A .A . leaders, and m ig h t De 
d irec ted  a t the in s tig a to r o f 
the W .P .A . cuts, P res ident 
Roosevelt.

These m asters o f the W .A .A . 
have achieved the fe a t o f not 
com m enting  once on Ro.ose- 
v e lt ’s A p r i l  27 message! N e i­
th e r as the W .A .A . leadership 
o r as the C om m unist P a rty , 
have they said a w ord  about his 
W .P .A. budget fo r  the com ing 
y e a r! Agents o f the boss-pres­
ident, th a t ’s w ha t they  are. N ot 
th e ir  W .A .A ., b u t the scores of 
new W .P .A . unions sp ring ing  
up th roughout the coun try , w il l  
lead the f ig h t fo r  W .P .A . Jobs 
and re lie f.

The la te s t m aneuver o f the 
W .A .A . Is to  c a ll a “ R ig h t to 
W ork Congress”  on M ay 27 in  
W ashington. “ C a ll"  is  too 
s trong a w ord , fo r  one learns 
of i t  p u b lic ly  on ly  th rough  a 
casual reference in  the D a ily  
W orker. We can say in  ad­
vance th a t th is  “ Congress,”  i f  
the S ta lin is t leaders have th e ir  
w ay, w il l  w hine about the 
Tories b u t not say one w ord  
about the P res iden t’s W .P .A .
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FIGHT THE RELIEF CUTS!
F.D.R. and the 60 Families Understand 
Only the Language of Class Action!

We address these words to the unemployed.
We ask, fellow-workers and comrades: do you under­

stand what is happening in this country? Do you realize 
that, under the combined leadership of Roosevelt and the 
Congress, there is now taking place T H E  SH AR PEST 
A N D  M O ST B R U T A L  A T T A C K  ON T H E  U N E M ­
P LO Y E D — ON YO U R S ELV E S  A N D  Y O U R  F A M I­
L IE S — S IN C E T H E  G R EAT CRISIS BEGAN IN  
1929?

Does this sound like an exaggeration ? I t  is easy enough 
to prove it  beyond doubt.

On election day last November the W .P.A. rolls stood 
at 3,350,000. This figure was itself completely inadequate 
to provide jobs. There were around twelve m illion unem­
ployed at the time, not counting workers on part-time.

Cuts Begin Day after Election
The average wage on W .P.A. was $55 per month. This 

figure is less than half what the government experts de­
clare is necessary for a minimum standard o f health and 
decency.

But, shamefully low as were the number o f jobs and 
average wage in November, they were prosperity com­
pared to the situation today, and boom times compared 
to what w ill be the case three months from now— unless 
you do something about it.

The day after the elections were safely out of the way, 
the cuts on W .P.A. started. W ith  Congress not in ses­
sion, Roosevelt slashed 310,000 off the rolls between elec­
tion day and the first of this year.

Between January 1 and A pril 1, 40,000 alien workers 
were dropped, bringing the number on W .P.A. down to 
3,000,000.

During the first week o f A pril 200,000 more got their 
pink slips. Another 200,000 the first week o f this month, 
w ith at least as many scheduled for June. By the end of 
the first week o f June, W .P.A. rolls w ill be down to a 
maximum of 2,400,000.

Unemployment Increases
According to the relief budget which Roosevelt has 

presented to Congress, this w ill be cut to 2,000,000 in July.
In eight months: from 3,350,000 to 2,000,000, a drop 

o f more than 40% ! 1,350,000 men, w ith their families 
totalling well over 5,000,000 people!

To these 5,000,000 people, a wage o f $55 a month would 
be riches. Some o f them, including many o f the aliens, 
are simply being le ft to starve. The others, at best, are 
being transferred to a home relief which is hardly better 
than starvation.

During these same months, the total o f unemployed in 
the country has not decreased, but on the contrary has 
gone up by the hundreds o f thousands. Industrial produc­
tion is running about 15% behind the November rate, and 
300,000 or 400,000 youth have in this period reached what 
is ironically called “ employable age.”

differences about the speed and methods to be used in 
carrying on the attack: that is all.

Why Not Use the War Money?
Lewis and Browder and the Workers’ Alliance support 

Roosevelt and his policies and his war. That is why they 
do not and cannot and w ill not ask you to fight back m ili- 
tantly against his attack on you. They appear once in a 
while before a Congressional committee, or suggest that 
you write postcards to Congressmen. But Congress and 
the President naturally pay not the slightest attention to 
such p itifu l gestures.

Your money, fellow-workers, comes from the Federal 
government, Roosevelt’s government. That is the boss 
against whom you have got to fight. You w ill have to 
make up your minds to that, no matter what Lewis and 
Browder tell you, or give up in advance.

Is there any money available for the unemployed?
Think a m inute: The present Congress has already voted 

two billion dollars fo r Roosevelt’s war machine. Plenty 
o f money for guns and bullets! W hy not take that money 
and use it fo r the unemployed?

We Have Got to Fight!
The S ixty Families alone have fifteen or twenty billion 

dollars o f wealth in their strong boxes! Fifteen or twenty 
billion! Compare that w ith what sixty families in your 
neighborhood have got salted away. Do you agree that it 
right and just and sensible that Sixty Families should have 
ten times the money that Roosevelt proposes for thirteen 
million unemployed? Couldn't the Sixty Families manage 
to get by on a few less billion? W hy not take some o f 
those billions and use them to give jobs at decent wages 
to every man who is out o f work?

But yoy’ve got to fight. Not with postcards and lobby­
ing in Washington, but w ith m ilitant mass demonstrations 
in the streets, w ith strikes and picketings on the projects, 
w ith death watches and hunger marches.

This if  the only sort o f language that Roosevelt and 
Congress and the S ixty Families who direct them can 
understand.

What are you waiting for? There is no time to be lost! 
Reaction is advancing in this country with the speed o f 
airplanes. I f  we don’t begin fighting soon, we w ill wake 
up one fine day to war and concentration camps, and 
never know what h it us.

Demand a job fo r every worker!
T h irty -th irty  I A  th irty  dollar minimum weekly wage 

and th irty  hour maximum week throughout industry. 
W .P.A. and public works!

A  twenty billion dollar public works and housing pro­
gram!

Expropriate the Sixty Families! Use their billions to 
give jobs to the workers!

A ll war funds to the unemployed!

What to Do About It?
We want to ask you, fellow-workers: what are you 

going to do about this attack on the health and very lives 
o f yourselves and your families?

Are you going to sit back and take it like slaves and 
cowards? Are you going to watch, and do nothing, while 
your wives and children go hungry, while they get sick 
and you have no money to call a doctor, while all of you 
get evicted, thrown literally on the street?

This attack is not going to stop because o f any prayers 
or hopes on your part. I t  w ill continue, and get more 
vicious month by month. Not merely w ill more hundreds 
o f thousands be dropped from W .P .A .; the average wage 
of those who remain w ill be lowered, and home relief w ill 
be driven down toward the vanishing point.

The attack has succeeded up to now fo r one and only 
one reason: because you, the unemployed who are the 
victims, have not fought back.

The attack w ill stop and the trend w ill be reversed 
when, and only when, you really begin fighting.

Roosevelt Acts for Sixty Families
You have not been fighting because you have trusted 

what you have been told by John L. Lewis and his asso­
ciates, by Earl Browder and his party and his Workers’ 
Alliance. You have believed them when they told you that 
Roosevelt was your President and leader and would help 
you out o f your difficulties.

This is a direct, flat lie.
Roosevelt is not your President, but the President of 

the banks and the S ixty Families. He began this attack 
on you, began it  in November on his own sole* responsi­
b ility , and cut 310,000 before Congress even met. I t  is 
he, not Congress, who has proposed to cut the rolls to 
2.000,000 in July. He and Congress sometimes have minor

Washington "W orried" as Union Continues 
24-Hour Vigil in Defense of 900 Families

( Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
F L IN T , M ich ., M ay 6—The “ Death W atch”  in it ia te d  by the 

U nem ployed and W .P .A . W orkers U nion, a ff il ia te d  w ith  the 
C .I.O ., has cast a haun ting  shadow over the F lin t  w e lfa re  o f­
fices across the  stree t, w h ile  resentm ent and anger grows 
among union m en and wom en a t the harsh  and Inhum an tre a t­
m ent g iven to the 900 fa m ilie s  cu t o ff re lie f las t week.

Today, as a fa m ily  o f th irte e n  was th row n  out on the streets
by the sh e riff, they m oved in ­
to the p a rk  ne ighboring  the 
w e lfa re  o ffice  ,and jo ined the 
others who have m a in ta ined  a 
24-hour v ig i l  fo r the past five  
days. C onsternation spread 
fro m  F lin t  to  Lans ing , the state 
cap ito l, to W ashington o ff ic ia l­
dom , and back to F lin t  again.

So d is tu rbed  was W ashington 
a t the repo rts  o f the “ w a tch ”  
th a t w ith  am azing speed they 
arranged  to  send m ore than 
200,000 pounds o f surp lus com ­
m odities to be d is tr ib u te d  to 
the needy. So dea th ly  a fra id  
are the F edera l au tho rities  th a t 
the “ death w a tch ”  w il l  con­
tinue to g row  and c rys ta llize  
w o rk in g  class anger a t W .P .A . 
and re lie f slashes, th a t they 
ru led  th a t the com m odities 
m a y  be d is tr ib u te d  to  a ll in  
need regard less o f re lie f ce r. 
t lf ic a tio n .

And the “ death w a tch ”  has 
on ly begun. F r id a y  m orn ing  
C harles Adam s, his w ife , and 
ch ild ren  were evic ted  fro m  
fro m  th e ir home. The au th o ri­
ties im m e d ia te ly  to ld  h im  to le t

them  store h is fu rn itu re  and 
move in to  “ the com m un ity  
ce n te r” — a concentra tion  cam p 
fo r  ev ic ted  unem ployed, where 
they are herded together, re ­
gardless o f sex o r hea lth , and 
w here the un fo rtuna te  fa m ilie s  
are trea ted  worse than ca ttle .

A dam s refused. The G eneral 
D rive rs  U nion Loca l 332 do­
nated a tru c k  and helped 
Adam s d e live r h is fu rn itu re  to 
the P a rk  w here the “ death 
w a tch ”  is located. Tw o tents, 
in  w h ich  the A dam s fa m ily  
now liv e , stand as a constant 
reproach and a liv in g  condem ­
na tion  o f F lin t  re lie f cond i­
tions.

A t a mass m eeting  la s t F r i ­
day n igh t, the U nem ployed and 
W .P .A . W orkers U nion voted 
unan im ously to c a rry  on a 
“ dea lth  w a tch ”  u n til a ll 900 
fa m ilie s  are p u t back on re lie f 
a t decent standards.

A fte r  the m eeting  in  the 
B u ick  C .I.O . h a ll, the m em bers 
m arched down the s tre e t sing- 
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US Mayors 
A dm it 
Relief Cuts 
Disastrous

Avoid Reference to 
FDR's Responsibility 
— Need Increases

(S pecial to the Sod a llo t A ppeal)

W A S H IN G T O N , May 9 
— Results o f discontinuing 
W .P.A. or cutting it —  as 
Roosevelt has proposed —  
would be “ tragic . . . too ter­
rible to contemplate,”  the 
United States Conference o f 
Mayors stated, in closing its 
case today before the mem­
bers o f the House Appropria­
tions Committee investigation 
o f W .P.A.

The m ayo rs  w h o  appeared 
a t the hea rings  represented 
some of the la rg e s t c ities  in  the 
na tion , in c lu d in g  New Y o rk , 
Chicago, C leveland and M i l­
waukee. T hey w ere unanim ous 
in opposing the cuts and ins is t­
ing  th a t the re lie f p rog ram  
m ust be expanded.

When questioned about how 
funds sha ll be p rovided, how­
ever, the m ayors  got tongue- 
tied . no t a single one d a rin g  to 
cross the in te rests o f the cap i­
ta lis t class and dem and th a t 
the s taggering  sums filched  
fro m  the unem ployed to bu ild  
the w a r m achine be re tu rned  
to the re lie f p rog ram .

New D eal H enchm an
T h e ir whole presenta tion  s tu ­

d ious ly  avoided reference to 
the fa c t th a t the W .P .A . cuts 
are geared to P res ident Roose­
v e lt ’s A p r il 27 re lie f message, 
proposing a one-th ird  slash fo r  
the yea r beg inn ing J u ly  1. L a  
G uard ia , leader o f the m a yo r­
a lty  group, the “ S oc ia lis t”  
Hoan o f M ilw aukee , e tc.—a ll 
are henchmen o f the Roose­
v e lt “ New D e a l.”

The m ayors lim ite d  th e ir  
whole case to tw o po in ts : (1) 
the W .P .A . is o f g rea t bene fit 
in  p ro v id in g  em p loym ent and 
c a rry in g  ou t constructive  w o rk  
o f “ g rea t bene fit to  the na ­
tio n ”  and (2) h in tin g  a t the 
danger to the c a p ita lis t reg im e  
o f the U n ited  States th rough 
the like lihood  th a t those th row n  
o ff re lie f ro lls  w ould  tu rn  to 
the road of re vo lu tion  to f ig h t 
s ta rva tion .

M a yo r L aG ua rd ia . frequen t­
ly  pounding the tab le  to em ­
phasize h is points, declared 
th a t the W .P .A . had “ done a 
good jo b ,”  and th a t its  discon­
tinuance w ould  have “ tra g ic  
and d isastrous”  resu lts .

The unem ploym ent s itua tion  
in  N ew  Y o rk , he declared was 
on ly “ s lig h tly  b e tte r”  than in  
1933—a dam ning  in d ic tm e n t o f 
the N ew  D ea l po lic ies w h ich  
were to end fo re ve r the hunger 
and m ise ry  o f the “ fo rg o tte n ”  
man.

I t  was erroneous, he de­
c la red , to argue th a t i f  business 
p icked up, re lie f costs could be 
e lim ina ted . Business recovery, 
he said, w ould  have to f i r s t  ab­
sorb those on re lie f and tbe 
em ployables on the ro lls  before 
the W .P .A . could be liqu ida ted . 
A lthough a ll s ta tis tics  show 
th a t business a c tiv ity  has de­
c lined, Roosevelt a ttem pted  to 
ju s t ify  his la tes t slash p f  re ­
lie f funds by dec la ring  th a t in ­
d u s try  w ould absorb those 
th row n  on the streets.

H ours Too Long
LaG u a rd ia  d id  ho t advocate 

a s lid in g  scale o f hours and 
wages to solve the  p rob lem  o f 
unem ploym ent, b u t he d id  ad­
m it  th a t w o rk in g  hours as a 
whole in  the na tion  m u s t be 
reduced in  o rde r to m ake room  
fo r  a t least 3,000,000 persons.

M a yo r K e lly  o f Chicago re ­
ported th a t one out o f every 
fiv e  persons in  Chicago was 

(Continued on Page 2)

"Death Watch" Casts Shadow 
Over Flint W .P.A . Offices
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POWERS CONTINUE MANEUVERS FOR WAR ALLIANCES

In   th e  
 Labor 
 U n io n s

— By B. J. W ID IC K = •
Too m any reports  have been 

com ing fro m  W ashington,
D . C. in  the la s t tw o m onths o f 
a g row ing  estrangem ent be­
tween John L . Lew is , C .I.O . 
cha irm an , and P res ident 
Roosevelt to  ignore  any longer.

C e rta in ly , the Lew is  le tte r 
b lam ing  the Roosevelt adm in ­
is tra tio n  fo r  the im passe in  the 
coal s tr ik e  can h a rd ly  m ake re ­
la tions between them  fr ie n d  
lie r.

Lew is  was chagrined by the 
fa ilu re  o f the Roosevelt adm in ­
is tra tio n  to support leg is la tion  
guarantee ing union ra tes and 
conditions, on, a,ll.. governm ent 
a rm a m e n t o rders, as we po in t­
ed ou t in. a p revious co lum n of 
the S ocia lis t Appeal.

Then Lew is  let: i t  be known 
in  W ashington th a t he was sus­
p ic ious o f R oosevelt’s crusader 
p o lic y  in  fo re ign  a ffa irs .. O ff 
the re co rd ' hé suggested to 
some repo rte rs  th a t he was an 
iso la tion is t. A t le a s t h is s ta te­
m ents h in ted  s trong ly  in  th a t 
d irec tion .

In  h is  le tte r aga inst the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  po l­
icy  in  the coa l s tr ik e , Lew is 
m ade th is  v e ry  s ig n ifica n t 
s ta tem ent, re fe rr in g  to the fa c t 
th a t K en tucky , W est V irg in ia , 
e tc., were w ithho ld ing  unem ­
p loym ent benefits to the s 'r ik -  
ers. “ The im p lica tions  o f th is  
s itua tion  are obvious when one 
considers the p o lit ic a l con tro l 
in  the fo u r states in  question.-’ 

O n ly  P ennsy lvan ia , w ith  a 
recen tly  elected R epublican ad­
m in is tra tio n , has ru led  th a t the 
s tr ike rs  are en titled  to unem ­
p loym ent insurance checks!
U n io n  S acred

Since Lew is  can scarce ly  be 
c lass ified  as a d u ll p o lit ic ia n , 
his a ttitu d e  m us t be judged as 
re fle c tin g  to a la rge  ex ten t the 
fee lings of his fo llow ers , es­
p e c ia lly  the m iners .

To the m ine rs , one th in g  is 
sacred. T h a t is the union. 
U n ion ism  is p a rt and pa rce l of 
th e ir  lives . A ll events and peo­
ple are judged p r im a r i ly  by 
th e ir  e ffec t on the union.

W hile  Roosevelt has g rea t 
personal p o p u la r ity  am ong the 
w orke rs , i t  has been d im in ish ­
ing , and . the em pty  stom achs 
o f the m iners  w il l  p rom ote th is  
g row ing  tendency.

U nder the im p a c t o f events 
L e w is ’ fo llow ers  are beginning 
to rea lize  chat a po licy  o f ta il-  
ending the Roosevelt adm in is ­
tra tio n  means continued re ­
tre a t and weakening of the 
C.I.O .

O ver tw o  m onths ago we 
hea rd  fro m  a m an who has 
been associating w ith  Lew is 
fo r  tw e n ty  years th a t he was 
th in k in g  of sw itch ing  h is p a rty  
a lliance  again. I t  should be re ­
m em bered th a t Lew is  was a 
R epublican fo r  m ost o f h is life . 
And he considers the Southern 
D em ocra ts and the Hagues as 
the m ost dangerous opponents 
of the C.I.O .

The fa c t th a t m ost of L e w is ’ 
s treng th  in  the labor m ovem ent 
centers around in d u s tr ia l areas 
w h ich  are he a v ily  iso la tion is t, 
fu rn ishes a clue to  h is position 
on fo re ign  po licy . The “ unrea­
sonableness”  of the A rm y  and 
N a vy  departm ents on the a rm ­
am ents orders m ust also have 
cooled L e w is ’ a rdo r fo r  sup­
p o rtin g  Roosevelt in  a ho ly w a r 
aga inst fasc ism .

Im p o r ta n t  T re n d
The p o lit ic a l im p lica tio n s  o f 

th is  new trend  in  the po lic ies of 
Lew is—who is the decisive sub­
je c tive  fa c to r in  de te rm in ing  
C .I.O . p rog ram s — are fa r- 
reach ing  and should be ca re ­
fu l ly  borne in  m ind .

H is  b las t a t Roosevelt runs 
d ire c tly  counter to  the basic 
po licy  of h is S ta lin is t a llies  
who p layed down th is  angle o f 
the coal s tr ik e  in  the D a lly  
W orke r. H is  p riva te  opinions 
on fo re ign  p o licy , w h ile  no t ba­
s ic a lly  d iffe re n t, do likew ise .

A  m ore  favo rab le  se tting  fo r  
Labo r P a rty  ag ita tion  has been 
created as a re su lt o f h is  c r i t i ­
c ism  o f Roosevelt and the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty . I t  w ould  be 
no easy job  to sw itch  the w o rk ­
ers fro m  one b a n k ru p t p a rty  
to  another ba n k ru p t p a rty  

P o s tsc rip t: A nother reason

NEW HEARINGS 
ON LUDLOW 
REFERENDUM

W ar Mongers Align 
Forces to Scotch 
Congress Discussion

Russia Bids fo r  Powers’ Support 
—Japan Veers from  Berlin Axis

B y F E L IX  MORROW
H earings on the L ud low  w ar 

re fe rendum  am endm ent to the 
C onstitu tion  were opened Wed­
nesday by a subcom m ittee  o f 
the Senate ju d ic ia ry  co m m it­
tee.

A fte r the f i r s t  d a y ’s session, 
i t  is a lready  c lea r th a t the 
hearings w il l  be no substitu te  
fo r the fu l l  debate in  Congress 
w h ich  has been demanded fo r  
two years by la b o r and lib e ra l 
groups, b u t w h ich  P res ident 
Roosevelt and the D em ocra tic  
and R epublican leaders of 
Congress have thus fa r  su c ­
ceeded in  p re v e n tin g ..

The subcom m ittee  in  charge 
o f the hearings is hostile  to the 
am endm ent; C ha irm an  H atch  
and  Senator M i l le r -  being, re ­
corded in  opposition, w h ile  the 
rem a in ing  subcom m itteem an, 
B orah, is on the fence.

"N o t F it  to P r in t ”
The f i r s t  d a y ’s hearings re ­

ceived l it t le  coverage in  the 
press. The N ew  Y o rk  T im es 
made i t  the ta i l  to  another 
s to ry , the H e ra ld  T ribune  ig ­
nored i t  a ltoge ther as d id  the 
D a ily  W orker, and these were 
typ ica l.

The present te x t o f the p ro ­
posed am endm ent its e lf em ­
bodies a new series o f conces­
sions to the w ar-m akers . I t  
now reads:

“ E xcep t in  case of a ttack  by 
arm ed forces, ac tua l o r im m e ­
d ia te ly  threatened, upon the 
U n ited  States o r its  te r r ito r ia l 
possessions, o r by any non- 
A m erican  nation  aga inst any 
coun try  in  the W estern H em i 
sphere, the people sha ll have 
;he sole pow er by na tiona l re f­
erendum  to declare w a r o r to 
engage in  w a rfa re  overseas. 
Congress, when i t  deems a na­
tiona l c ris is  to e x is t in  con fo r­
mance w ith  th is  a rt ic le , sha ll 
by concu rren t reso lu tion re fe r 
the question to the people.

“ Congress sha ll by  la w  p ro ­
v ide fo r  the en fo rcem ent o f 
th is  section .”

S till A n ti-W ar Sym bol 
The scope, actua l and capa­

ble of construction , o f the e x ­
ceptions g iven Congress under 
w h ich  the people need n o t be 
consulted, a re  su ff ic ie n t fo r  a l­
m ost any conceivable s itua tion .

B u t even in  th is  fo rm , the 
proposed am endm ent has be­
come a sym bo l o f an ti-w a r 
sen tim en t and hence an ob ject 
of h o s tility  and suppression by 
the Roosevelt adm in is tra tio n .

W hy th is  is so was in d ire c tly  
stated by Senator L a F o lle tte . 
who was the f i r s t  w itness a t the 
hearings.

W ar P lans Im p lie d
“ The present A d m in is tra tio n  

should fa vo r th is  proposal, be­
cause i t  could on ly  re s tra in  a 
P res iden t who is com m itted  to 
possible p a rtic ip a tio n  in  fo r ­
eign w a r, as M r . Roosevelt has 
repea ted ly  sa id  he is n o t,”  said 
LaF o lle tte .

“ A ny  one who ra ises the  is ­
sue th a t th is  proposal w il l 
weaken o r s trengthen any 
group in  Europe m us t do so 
upon the ground th a t we are to 
im p lem en t our fo re ign  po licy  
by active  m ili ta ry  support 
w ith  an exped itionary  fo rce  on 
fo re ign  so il.

“ To take  th is  position  is to 
challenge the good fa ith  of 
every sta tem en t w h ich  has 
been m ade, so fa r  as I  know, 
by any responsible person 
speaking fo r  the A d m ln is tra  
tio n . In  sho rt, i t  canno t be 
c la im ed th a t th is  m easure a f­
fects in  any w ay the strugg le  
fo r pow er abroad, unless i t  is 
at the same tim e  adm itted  
th a t m ili ta ry  m easures on fo r ­
eign soil are in  con tem p la tion .”  

In  P la in  E ng lish  
In  o ther w ords—since the 

Senator fro m  W isconsin is too 
po lite  to u tte r them  —  the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n ’s op­
position to the am endm ent 
flow s fro m  R oosevelt’s p lans 
to wage a w a r o f conquest on 
fo re ign  so il.

When the m easure cam e up 
fo r  vote in  the House of Repre 
sentatives on January  10, 1938 
—not fo r  passage b u t fo r  
w hether o r no t i t  w ould be 
b rought on the flo o r fo r  de­
b a te !—Roosevelt h im se lf took 
charge o f m ob iliz ing  a m a

F o r the f i r s t  tim e  since the 
cu rre n t c ris is  set in , the Soviet 
governm ent th is  week p u b lic ly  
demanded a fu l l  a lliance  w ith  
F rance and G rea t B r ita in  as 
the p rice  o f its  co llabo ra tion  in 
¿he w a r fro n t aga inst A do lf 
H it le r.

The a lte rn a tive , unm entioned 
bu t ta c it ly  understood by a ll 
concerned, w ould be Russian 
cooperation w ith  the Nazi 
Reich.

An o ff ic ia l Tass com m unique, 
la te r expanded in to  a lengthy 
e d ito r ia l in  Izvestia , the  Soviet 
G overnm ent o rgan, announced 
Soviet re je c tio n  o f the B r itis h  
proposal th a t the Russians 
come to the aid o f Poland and 
R um an ia  in  the event th a t B r i t ­
a in and F rance  go to w a r as a ■ 
re su lt o f the guarantees they 
have extended to  those coun­
tr ie s .

"O ne-S ided”  P lan
Th is  .plan, the Soviet pub lic  

statem ents averred , le ft  the 
Soviet U nion its e lf unguaran­
teed-aga inst a ttack  and, in  e f­
fect, rea lly , le f t  the Russians 
ho ld ing  the bag, because in  re ­
a lity  on ly  the Russians could 
extend e ffec tive  a id  to the 
Poles and R um anians i f  the la t­
te r w er? a ttacked by G erm any.

N ev ille  C ham berla in  hasten­
ed in  a Commons speech to 
p rom ise the Russians th a t they 
w ould no t be obliged to extend 
such a id  unless B r it is h  and 
F rench  forces w ere a lready  in
he fie ld . Th is  in  tu rn  the Rus­

sians re jected  as a useless 
pledge and dem anded instead 
a fu ll-fledged  a lliance . T h is , so 
fa r, the B r it is h  have been un­
w illin g  to accept. An a rrange 
m ent was made fo r  the F rench  
and B r it is h  fo re ign  m in is te rs  to 
m eet w ith  V la d im ir  P otem kin , 
the Soviet V ice-C om m issar of

F o re ign  A ffa irs , a t Geneva on 
M ay 22, to see i f  a deal can ye t 
be made. H ere m a tte rs  stood 
la s t F r id a y .

N o t M uch  Good
A c tu a lly  w h a t good w ould 

suoh an a lliance  be to Russia? 
Can the Russians seriously be­
lieve  th a t the B r it is h  and 
F rench  w il l  send any e ffec tive  
a id  to the Soviets in  case o f a 
G erm an a ttack  on the U.S. 
S.R.? In  his fam ous "ch e s tn u t­
p u llin g ”  speech la s t M arch 
S ta lin  said th a t the W estern 
powers w ould lik e  no th ing be t­
te r than to ge t G erm any and 
Russia a t each o th e r’s th roa ts  
—and in  th is , a t lest, he was 
qu ite  r ig h t. I t  w ould s t i l l  be the 
case, a lliance o r no a lliance.

There can be no question th a t 
the G erm an-Soviet soundings 
are con tinu ing  and have a l­
ready had one e x trem e ly  sig 
n ifle a n t re s u lt: Japan has a l 
ready veered fro m  Its "a n tl-  
COm intern”  axis pa rtne rs . Jap­
an ’s fundam en ta l im p e ria lis t 
s tra tegy  is based upon an even­
tua l clash w ith  R ussia. I ts  con 
tln e n ta l d rive , its  invasion of 
China, is regarded as p a r t of 
the broader p lan  fo r the in va ­
sion o f the Soviet m a r it im e  
provinces, fo r  w ith  the Rus­
sians established across the 
na rro w  s tr ip  o f the Japan sea, 
the Japanese em p ire  rem ains 
fo reve r unsafe, in  the v iew  of 
the Tokyo m ilita r is ts .

Japan in  Tough Spot
The “ an ti-C om in te rn  p a c t”  

was the nam e given by G er­
m any, I ta ly ,  and Japan, to 
th e ir  understand ing  th a t they 
w ould co llabora te  in  a com m on 
d rive  aga inst R ussia. D u ring  
the la s t few  m onths w h ile  nego­
tia tions proceeded fo r  the con­
version o f th a t pac t fro m  a se­

c re t in to  an open m ili ta ry  a l l i ­
ance, Japan hedged. I t  hedged 
because i t  d id  no t w an t to r is k  
being brough t in to  a fro n ta l 
clash w ith  a ll the W estern pow­
ers. In  the end i t  refused to  en­
te r the open a lliance , and there 
can be no question th a t the 
G erm an-Soviet f l ir ta t io n  was 
one of the p rin c ip a l reasons fo r  
th is  decision.

The a rm y  organ in  Tokyo, 
K o ku m in  Shim bun, w h ich  fo r  
m onths was the m ost a rdent 
pa rtisan  of  Japan ’s e n try  in to  
i  pub lic  a lliance , a b ru p tly  la s t 
•” eek sh ifted  its  ground and 
a n g rily  declared th a t Japan 
could “ get along w ith o u t”  G e r­
m any and I ta ly  in  its  “ fig h t 
aga inst com m un ism .”  A t the 
same tim e  the Japanese tr ie d  
to check the Anglo-Soviet nego­
tia tions  by w a rn ing  the  B r it is h  
tha t an a lliance  between B r i t ­
a in and Russia m ig h t force 
Japan a fte r a ll to  plunge de fin ­
ite ly  in to  the G e rm a n -Ita lia n  
cam p..

SITUATION ON 
COAST HIRING 
HALLS IS ACUTE

Order by M aritim e  
Commission Ignoring 
Union Raises Issue

Emboldened Coughlinites 
Provoke N . Y. Workers

B y B E N  F E IN E R
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y —The sale 

o f the “ Social Ju s tice ”  in  the 
m ost p rovoca tive  m anner by 
the Coughlin ites is causing nu ­
m erous inc idents and nea r-rio ts  
in  va rious  parts  of the c ity . 
M ost of these go unreported  in  
the d a ily  press.

One such n e a r-r io t occurred  
las t S aturday n ig h t a t F la tbush  
and C hurch Avenues. T h is  is a 
busy shopping d is tr ic t espec­
ia lly  so on a S a turday n igh t. 
The C oughlin ites cam e down 
peddling n o is ily  th e ir  f i l th y  
sheet and shouting an ti-S em itic  
slogans. In  o rde r to  m ake 
them selves as obnoxious as

Passport Forgers 
Are Sentenced to 
Two-Year Terms

’ i

A c tio n  B ro u g h t 
A c tio n  fo r  th is  
Jobless W o rk e r

fo r  the coolness between Lew is  • jo r lty  aga inst opening debate
and Roosevelt is  the w ie ld ing  
o f w ha t Lou is S ta rk , New Y o rk  
T im es labo r re p o rte r, ca lled 
the "b ig  s tic k ”  by Roosevelt 
on the C.I.O . and the A .F . o f L . 
to patch up a labor peace. The 
“ b ig  s t ic k ”  happened to be A 
th re a t of com pulsory a rb itra ­
tion  of a ll labo r disputes, we 
w ere in fo rm ed .

He secured i t ,  b u t on ly  b y  ele 
ven votes, and thanks to the 
w ar-hys te ria  created by the 
s ink ing  o f the A m erican  gun 
boat P anay in  the Yangtze.

A ll a ttem pts to  secure pub 
lie  discussion in  Congress since 
then have been crushed by the 
D em ocra tic -R epub lican  un ited 
fro n t on fo re ign  po licy .

Three weeks ago tragedy 
cam e to  the D ruso fa m ily — 
tragedy in  the fo rm  o f a p ink  
s lip  fro m  the W .P .A . o ffice .

M r. D ruso had been s tra in ­
ing  beyond endurance to m ake 
ends m eet w h ile  be w orked as 

labo re r on the W .P .A . H is 
w ife  and tw o ch ild re n  needed 
food and a home and h is 
to m anage in  th e ir  s lum  tene­
m en t in  A sto ria .

When M r. D ruso was th row n 
o ff h is W .P .A . job  because the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  de­
cided to cu t the budget, he had 
no m oney to  support h is  fa m i­
ly . There was noth ing  to eat 
in  the house. R ent had to be 
pa id  to the land lo rd .

R e lie f Denied
M r. D ruso app lied  to  the As­

to r ia  re lie f o ffice . They d is­
covered th a t the m an was, a 
long tim e  ago, a ta x i d r iv e r. 
He s t i l l  possessed h is hack l i ­
cense. F o r th a t reason the 
D ruso fa m ily  was denied re lie f. 
The m an was to ld  to look fo r  
a job as a ta x i d r iv e r.

B u t no ta x i d r ive rs  were be­
ing  h ired . No food was being 
g iven to the fa m ily  of fou r.

The re lie f au tho ritie s  tu rned  
a deaf ear to the s ta rv in g  m an. 
B u t n ig h t a fte r n ig h t he was 
forced to re tu rn  home w ithou t 
a penny to buy food.

The m an was desperate. He 
and h is fa m ily  were v e ry  hun­
g ry . They w ent to the  A sto ria  
L o ca l o f the U nem ployed and 
P ro je c t W orkers U nion- w ith  
•he ir s to ry . The same day the 
union sent its  grievance com ­
m ittee  to the re lie f bureau. 
Today M r . D ruso ’s app lica tion  
fo r  re lie f has been rece ived 
again. The fa c t th a t he once 
was a hack d r iv e r  w i l l  no 
longer p reven t h im  fro m  get­
tin g  re lie f. In  the  m eantim e. 
M r. D ruso and h is fa m ily  have 
known s ta rva tio n . The Roose­
v e lt a d m in is tra tio n  d id  w e ll In  
c u ttin g  the budget.

possible they s ta rte d  jee ring  
and in su ltin g  a couple o f p ic k ­
ets who were m a rch ing  peace­
fu lly  up and down in  fro n t o f a 
store. A  Jew ish  w om an took the 
p a rt of the p icke ts and gave 
the hoodlum s a piece o f her 
m ind . One o f the gang s tru ck  
her in  the face. One outraged 
passerby smashed in to  the 
hoodlum .

A t th is  po in t the police o f our 
m ost “ l ib e ra l”  adm in is tra tion  
th a t p e rm its  such outrages on 
the busiest streets cam e upon 
the scene.

The cop n a tu ra lly  arrested 
the w om an and the m an who 
defended her and in  o rde r to 
show his “ im p a r t ia l ity ”  took 
the fa sc is t in to  custody. The 
m an was charged w ith  assault 
and b a il fixe d  a t fiv e  hundred 
do lla rs .

The t r ia l  w il l  take  place 
Thursday m o rn ing  a t the M ag­
is tra te ’s C ourt a t Snyder and 
F la tbush  Avenues.

T h is  is a ty p ic a l exam ple o f 
w ha t is going on th roughout 
the c ity . E ve r since the Nazi 
m eeting in  M adison Square 
Garden the fascis ts  have grown 
ve ry  bold. Assured o f pro tec 
tion  by the ad m in is tra tio n  they 
are un fo ld ing  a v e ry  aggres­
sive ag ita tion . The resistance 
is on ly  sporad ic and unorgan 
ized. H owever, considering  the 
do-nothing po licy  of the trade  
union leaders, the os trich -like  
a ttitude  o f s tick in g  you r face 
in  the sand of the Jew ish lead­
ers, and the ve ry  “ sane”  p ro ­
g ra m  of igno ring  the fascists 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  are advocat­
ing  the resistance is su rp ris in g ­
ly  s trong. We m ust help o rgan ­
ize a counter-o ffensive aga inst 
the fasc is t rabb le  on the 
streets. The broad masses w il l  
suppo rt i t  as they d id  the an ti- 
N azi dem onstra tion .

L e t us organize the an ti-fas­
c is t s trugg le !

A N N O U N C EM EN TS
W H ER E O TH ER S F A IL . W E 

SU C CEED! We o ffe r, where 
others fa ile d , a sequel to 
“ The M odern  P unch”  by the 
O rig in a l Red Puppeteers, the 
s ide -sp litting  "P u n ch  Joins 
the A rm y !”  S aturday. M ay 
13, a fte r the convention a t 
163 N o rfo lk  St. Gam es, door 
and grand prizes, dancing 
and a h ila rious  tim e  fo r  a ll.

B y  N A T  L E V IN E
N EW  Y O R K .—Ossip G arbe r, 

Aaron S harfin  and E dw ard  
B la tt, w hom  a ju ry  convicted 
la s t week o f a c r im in a l con­
sp ira cy  to fo rge  A m erican  
passports, were each sentenced 
to tw o years in  prison on Tues­
day, M ay 9, by F e d e ra l Judge 
H enry W. G oddard.

C hief U . S. A tto rn e y , John T . 
C ah ill, in  pressing fo r  a m a x i­
m um  sentence, declared th a t 
the three men w ere "a sso c i­
ates o f an agent o f a fo re ign  
S ta te ,”  re fe rr in g  to Adolph A r ­
nold Rubens, under whom  the 
three convicted m en fu n c­
tioned.

Rubens Was "E w a ld ”
Rubens, now im prisoned  in 

Moscow, was id e n tifie d  by 
W a lte r G. K r iv its k y , fo rm e r 
head o f the Soviet M ili ta ry  In ­
te lligence in  W estern E urope, 
as a Russian secre t agent who 
served under h im  a t Moscow. 
K r iv its k y . in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  
the B a ltim o re  Sun, M ay 5, de­
scribed Rubens as a G .P .U . 
agent of L a tv ia n  b ir th  named 
E w a ld .

T h a t the Rubens r in g  was 
being used by the G .P .U . to 
fram e the re vo lu tio n a ry  m ove­
m en t was ind ica ted  when the 
staged a rre s t in  Moscow of 
Rubens and h is w ife  in  N ovem ­
ber 1937 was Justified and ex 
p la ined by the Soviet Em bassy 
in  W ashington on the ground 
th a t the couple “ m ig h t w e ll b  
T ro ts k y is ts .”

The re fusa l o f M rs . Rubens 
to accept the p ro ffe red  aid o f 
A m erican  E m bassy o ffic ia ls  
im m e d ia te ly  a fte r she was a r­
rested in  Moscow ind ica ted  
<hat she was cooperating w ith  
the G .P .U . to l in k  both he r and 
her husband to a “ T ro tsky is t 
p lo t"  aga inst S ta lin .

Em bassy M y th  Exploded 
The apprehension o f R u­

ben’s A m erican  accom plices 
by U n ited  States agents inves­
tig a tin g  passport frauds  th rew  
a m onkey w rench in to  the 
G .P .U .’s p lan  fo r  a show t r ia l  
a t w h ich  Rubens w ould “ con­
fess”  to a “ p lo t”  aga inst the 
K re m lin . The s tr ik in g  re ve la ­
tions by K r iv its k y  o f R uben’s 
rea l id e n tity  now  explodes the 
m y th  th a t he, h is w ife  o r any 
of the convicted men w ere In 
any w ay associated w l h the 
T ro tsky is ts . In  add ition  to 
K r iv its k y ’s id e n tifica tio n  of 
Rubens as a G .P .U . agent, 
here is the know ledge th a t 

each o f the convicted men was 
associated in  va rious canacl- 
ties w hh  the A m erican  Com­
m u n is t P a rty .

The prosecution avoided in ­
d ica ting  the S ta lin is t connec­
tions of th °  convicted men dur- 
'ng  the tr ia l.  I t  is be l’.rved th a t 
th is  procedure was d ic ta ted  by 
the State D epartm ent. The 
guarded a llus ion  made by Ca­
h i l l  to  a “ fo re ign  s ta te "  was 
•he f i r s t  re ference to these con­
nections made by the U . S. 
A tto rney . The stand o f the 
State D epa rtm en t is d ic ta ted  
bv a so l'c itude fo r the S ta lin  
c lique, w h ich  is regarded as a 
fu tu re  possible a lly  in  the com ­
ing  w a r fo r  “ dem ocracy .”

(S pec ia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
W A & tiU N G iO N .— The M a r i­

tim e  C om m ission announced 
M a y  10 th a t i t  in tended to ig ­
nore union h ir in g  ha lls  on the 
West Coast in  m ann ing  fo u r 
ships o f its  recently-organized 
P a c if ic  N orthw est O rien ta l 
L ine .

C ha irm an  E . S. Land  o f the 
com m ission d e libe ra te ly  re ­
fused to accede to the  request, 
o f  the Sa ilo rs U nion o f the 
P a c ific  and o ther m a r it im e  
unions th a t the com m ission fo l 
lbw  the s tandard  W est Coast 
po licy  o f h ir in g  sea-going 
c ra fts  th rough union ha lls .

R ecently , the S a ilo rs U nion 
o f the P a c ific  m em bersh ip  
took a s tr ik e  vote and th re a t­
ened to shu t down the en tire  
West Coast unless th is  govern­
m en t m ove to in troduce f in k  
ha lls  and to  bust the union 
h ir in g  ha lls  was stopped.

The announcem ent o f the 
m a r it im e  com m ission, w h ich  is 
in  d ire c t con trad ic tion  to 
p rom ise made in  a le tte r of 
H a rry  H opkins, sec re ta ry  of 
com m erce, to H a rry  Lunde- 
berg, S.U .P. se c re ta ry -treasu r­
e r, b rings the s itua tion  to an 
acute stage.

H opkins to ld  Lundeberg th a t 
the B ureau  o f Inspec’ ion 
w hich is  under his ju r is d ic tio n  
as S ecre ta ry  o f Com m erce 
w ould do its  h ir in g  through 
union ha lls , and close its  E as t 
Coast ha lls .

W .P.A. Abandons 
W idely Heralded 
Adult Education

(By a S ta ff W rite r)
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y , M ay 9.— 

H a iled  th ree  years ago as a 
force fo r  the p reserva tion  of 
dem ocracy, the a d u lt educa 
tion  fo rum s have been aban 
doned by the W .P .A . in  th is  
c ity  as p a rt of R oosevelt’s pro 
g ra m  to cu t re lie f and smash 
eve ry  dem ocra tic  in s titu tio n  in 
the U n ited  States in  p repara  
tion  fo r  w a r.

Set up in  1935, the fo rum s 
were held in  schools, ne ighbor­
hood clubs, union ha lls  and 
churches w ith  the idea o f s tim  
u la tln g  discussion of a ll points 
of v ie w  on con trove rs ia l sub 
jec ts . I t  was cha racte rized  by 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  a t 
lh a t tim e  as a res to ra tion  of 
d ire c t p a rtic ip a tio n  of the pub" 
lie  in  c iv ic  a ffa irs  w h ich  cha r­
acterized the tow n m eetings in  
co lon ia l days.

Thousands A ttended
Between 1935 and 1937 m ore 

than 200,000 New Y o rke rs  at- 
tended the fo rum s. The p ro ­
je c t em ployed thousands o f in ­
s truc to rs .

Said the cyn ica l Colonel Som­
e rve ll, loca l W .P .A . adm in is ­
tra to r , in  pronouncing ob itu a ry  
of the p ro je c t: "Soap boxes are 
too cheap in New Y o rk  to ju s ­
t i fy  the cost o f m a in ta in in g  
fo ru m s .”

He announced a t the  same 
• im e the educational and recre ­
a tiona l p ro jects  sponsored by 
the W .P .A . in  con junction  w ith  
the B oard  o f E duca tion  would 
be reduced d ra s tic a lly  and that 
fu r th e r layo ffs  a re  ce rta in  be­
fore  the new school year s ta rts  
in Septem ber. In  1938 the 
W .P .A . spent $27,275,295 on 
Board o f E duca tion  e n te r­
prises. in c lu d in g  the construc­
tion  and re p a ir o f school bu ild  
ings.

SUGGESTIONS FR O M  
T H E  B R AN C H ES:

“ I  should like  to  fo rw a rd  a 
suggestion to sub-getters. 
M any tim es i t  is  d if f ic u lt  fo r  a 
w orke r to p a rt w ith  a d o lla r 
b i l l  a ll a t once. We fin d  th a t 
m any good prospects are lost 
because o f th is . O ver h a lf o f 
the subs I  have obta ined (and 
th is  com rade Is one o f o u r ace 
sub-ge tte rs !) w ere secured on 
the in s ta llm e n t po licy . In  some 
cases I  have s ta rted  o u t w ith  
as low  as 10c and w orked m y 
w ay up to the d o lla r b i l l  over 
a period o f a few  weeks. Th is  
has been p a rt ic u la r ly  success­
fu l in  m y  shop. There  are ap­
p ro x im a te ly  n ine ty  w orkers  
em ployed n o rm a lly ; o f these 
nine are a lready  read ing  the 
Appeal tw ice  a week. I  am  con­
fid e n t th a t in  the course o f the 
nex t few  m onths a t leas t 50% 
of the shop w il l  be ge tting  the 
Appeal th rough  the m a lls .

There is no reason w hy th is  
experience cannot be d u p lica t 
ed a ll over the coun try . Com­
rades m us t be im pressed w ith  
the ex trem e va lue  o f ou r paper 
fo r  ag ita tion  am ong the w ork  
ers. One sub to the Appeal w il l  
m ake m ore  T ro tsky lte s  than  
1,000 haphazard ta ik - fe s ts !”  
Bob O. o f Los Angeles.

We agree 100% w ith  the 
above re m a rks  and especia lly  
ca ll th e ir  a tten tion  to those of 
our fr iends  and com rades who 
w o rk  in  shops w ith  o the r w o rk ­
ers. Bob has shown th a t th is  
w orks in  p ra c tice  by hav ing  
sent in  10 subs h im se lf in  the 
past tw o m onths!

F ro m  A kron , Ohio we rece ive 
‘he fo llo w in g  suggestion, v ia  
E n g la n d :

“ A  le tte r w h ich  I  rece ived 
fro m  an E n g lish  com rade la s t 
week suggests th is  m ethod of 
canvassing the Appeal. Take a 
b lock o f houses and canvass 
them  w ith  the paper fo r  fo u r 
issues. Do the b lock tho rough­
ly  each tim e  and take  down 
the num ber o f the apa rtm en t 
where the occupant bought a 
copy. A t the end of fo u r weeks 
you w il l  have fo u r separate 
lis ts  o f people who have bought 
he paper fro m  one to fo u r

tim es. Then m ake up a l is t  of 
a ll those who have bought the 
paper any one o f the fo u r 
tim es. These people m ay be 
considered as readers. Then as­
sign one p a rt ic u la r  person who 
is to d e liv e r and se ll them  the 
pape r re g u la r ly  each tim e  i t  
comes out. Thus, you know  
who w il l  buy the paper and who 
is no t in te rested . In  th is  w ay 
you can get in to  personal con­
ta c t w ith  m any w o rke rs .”  — 
P au l F ie ld in g  o f A kron , O.

The A kron  b ranch is  c a rry ­
ing  ou t th is  system  and we are 
anxious to hea r w ha t resu lts 
i t  w il l  b ring . I t  sounds like  an 
e x tre m e ly  e ffec tive  p lan , es­
p e c ia lly  fo r  those branches th a t 
are s m a ll in  size and w h ich  
have to concentra te  th e ir  e f­
fo rts .

• * •

S P E C IA L  C O M B IN A T IO N  
O F F E R :

The specia l com bination  o f­
fe r o f the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l. 
Socia lis t Appeal and "F a sc ism  
and B ig  Business”  should g ive 
every  b ranch and com rade an 
o ppo rtun ity  to ga ther in  p len ty  
o f new subscrip tions.

N ex t week we are launching  
a specia l d rive  to ge t renew als 
fo r  the Appeal. In  com bination  
w ith  th is  d rive  we now have 
th is  specia l o ffe r w h ich  should 
be v e ry  useful in  v is it in g  those 
fo rm e r subscribers who have 
fa ile d  to renew  th e ir  subscrip ­
tions. M ore on th is  la te r.

• • •
H e re ’s the sub l is t  fo r  the 

past week w h ich  represents the 
low est po in t w e ’ve reached fo r  
a long tim e . W e’ve go t to p ick  
up and the cam paign fo r  sub 
renew als we are launch ing  can 
be the means o f doing th is :

C A L IF O R N IA  .................. 8
New Y o rk  C ity .................. 5
Chicago ..................................3
Ohio ..................................2
M inneapo lis  ........................ 2
St. Lou is ............................ 1
F o re ign  .............................. 1
St. P au l .............................. 1
N ew ark  ...............   1
C onnecticut .. ~ ................ 1

T o ta l: 25

MAY NEW INTERNATIONAL OUT
Issues o f in te rn a tio n a l and 

na tiona l im portance  v ie  fo r  a t­
tention in  a b r i l l ia n t  M a y  num ­
ber o f The New In te rn a tio n a l.

The correspondence between 
Leon T ro tsky , F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a lis t leader, and the lead­
ers o f the F rench  P.S.O .P.. 
M arceau P iv e r t and D an ie l 
G uerin  is published. The course 
of th is  im p o rta n t F rench  w o rk ­
ing class p a rty , w h ich  F rench  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  recen t­
ly  jo ined , is a m p ly  rev iew ed in  
th is  exchange o f le tte rs , and 
undoubtedly w il l  have an e ffec t 
on fu tu re  developm ents o f the 
P.S.O.P.

The collapse o f Roosevelt's 
‘N ew  D ea l”  and its  rep lace­

m ent by w ha t is now f it t in g ly  
described as the “ W ar D eal 
is sub jected to the keen sca l­
pels o f the ed ito rs. “ The E d i­
to r ’s C om m ents”  have long 
been regarded as am ong the 
m ost thorough o f M a rx is t re ­
v iew s and in te rp re ta tio n s  o f the 
events and p rob lem s of the 
day.

' S ta lin is t Role
One o f the fin e s t exposures 

of the re a c tio n a ry , chauv in is t 
deve lopm ent o f S ta lin ism  is  
contribu ted  by Jacques D e til o f 
P aris  in  his a rt ic le , "T h e  In te r ­
na tiona l of U n ive rsa l C hauvin­
is m .”

D w ig h t M acdona ld ’s ve ry  
popu la r co lum n. "R e a d in g  
fro m  L e ft  to  R ig h t”  concerns 
its e lf w ith  some o f the absu rd i­
ties o f recen t W hite House and 
New D eal s ta tem ents and acts, 
plus a continuation  o f the w o rk  
and ro le  o f the Congressional 
M onopoly In ve s tig a tin g  Com ­
m ittee .

A d d itio n a l fea tu res o f the 
M ay issue inc lude  the fo llo w ­
in g :

The conclud ing  a rtic le s  by 
J e rry  P y tla k  on “ The E conom ­
ics of Cotton F a rm in g ,’’ and 
G rego ry  Z in o v ie v ’s m agn ificen t 
series on “ W ars — Defensive 
and A ggress ive .”

A paper by "A lp h a ”  e n titled , 
"L e a rn  to W ork in  the S ta lin is t 
M anne r.”

Book Reviews
R ecent books by C. L .  R . 

Jam es, Lew is  M u m fo rd  and 
Jam es R o rty  are  review ed by 
George E . N ovack, D r. P au l 
L u tt in g e r and F e lix  M o rro w . 
The books are “ The B lack  Jac­
ob ins”  and " A  H is to ry  o f Negro 
R e vo lt” ; “ Men M us t A c t”  and 
“ A m erican  M ed ic ine  M o b il­
izes.”  Correspondence on the 
Ir is h  question and socialized 
m edic ine conclude one o f the 
m ost a ttra c tiv e , readable and 
s ig n if ic a n t issues o f The New 
In te rn a tio n a l.

C O N VEN TIO N  D AN C E. S a tu r­
day, M ay 13, a t the Down 
tow n W orkers C enter. 51 E. 
7 S tree t. N . Y . C.

MAYORS SAY 
RELIEF CUTS 
DISASTROUS

A t Your Service
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

TO  T H E  R E A D E R S  o f the 
Russian B u lle tin ; The la ­
test issue o f the Russian 
B u lle tin , No. 75-76. a rr ive d  
a^d can be gotten a t 118 
U n iv e rs ity  P I., 2nd flo o r. 
Ask fo r  S ylv ia  C a ldw ell.

G e t Y o u r APPEAL  
A t  th e  N e w ss ta n d

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
dependent upon re lie f, a to ta l 
of 650,000 get ing  a id in  some 
fo rm . He added th a t i t  was 
absolute ly  im possib le  fo r  the 
c ity  o f Chicago to take  care o f 
any who were th row n  o ff the 
ro lls  i f  fu r th e r re lie f slashes 
were ca rr ie d  ou t. F u rth e r ta x ­
es, he said, could n o t be added 
to those a lready  im posed. He 
too fa ile d  to ca ll fo r  the tu rn ­
ing  o f the m onstrous w a r funds 
over to the re lie f o f the unem ­
ployed, ye t he expressed his 
fe a r o f w ha t m ig h t happen 
should R oosevelt’s p ro g ra m  go 
th rough  when he dec la red : “ I t  
is no t a question o f how  we 
can a ffo rd  re lie f, b u t o f how 
can we a ffo rd  no t to  p rovide  
re lie f .”

Fascism and Big Business 
The New International 

S o c i a l i s t  A p p e a l
A n  U n u s u a l C o m b in a t io n  O f fe r !

(until June 15th)
In Combination

NO. 1—
FASC ISM  A N D  B IG  BUSIN ESS and
SO C IALIST A P P E A L  fo r one yea r—both f o r  $2.75

(M anha ttan , B ro n x , F o re ign ) ..............................  3.75

FASC ISM  A N D  B IG  BUSIN ESS and 
SO C IALIST A P P E A L  fo r  s ix  months— both fo r  . ..  2.0C 

(M anhattan , B ro n x , Fo re ign ) ...............................  2.5t

NO. 2— ‘5 3 ÎJ I
FASC ISM  A N D  B IG  BUSINESS and 
N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  fo r one yea r—both f o r . . 2.75

(F o re ign ) ..........    3.25
O rde r fro m :

PIONEER PUBLISHERS •  116 University PL 
New York City
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By Dw ight Macdonald-

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
I

Hard Times at the Library
A headline in  to d a y ’s paper reads: “ L A C K  

O F F u JNjJo C O M PELS L IB R A R Y  TO CUR­
T A IL  USE O F R E A D IN G  ROOM S.”  F ree  l i  
b ra ries  and free schools have long been 
among the proudest boasts o f bourgeois de­
m ocracy. These concessions w ere won by the 
masses in  the heyday o f ca p ita lism , when the 
ru lin g  class could a ffo rd  them . B u t the shad­
ows are c los ing  in  on th is  k ind  o f “ democ­
ra c y .”  In  the la s t fe w  m onths the processes 
of free  education have broken down in  an 
a la rm in g  w ay here and there th roughout the 
coun try—a h ig h ly  s ig n ifica n t trend  o f w h ich  
I  sha ll have som eth ing to say in  another p la c e .. 
And now conies the announcem ent th a t the 
special reference room s of the New Y o rk  Pub­
lic  L ib ra ry  — A m erican  h is to ry , a r t, m usic, 
science, pe riod ica ls , newspapers, etc. —  w il l  
close a t s ix  every, n ig h t (instead o f ten) and 
w il l  no t be open a t a ll on Sundays (instead o f 
being open frd m  one to ten p .m .). An average 
of 1500 persons use these room s on week, 
n ights, and fro m  3000 to 4000 on Sundays. M ost 
o f these are p robab ly  w orkers, who can come 
in  on ly  in  th e ir  o ff hours. F o r them , the “ pub­
l ic ”  l ib ra ry  has become inaccessible.

T h is  is, o f course, by no means the f i r s t  
such re trenchm en t. Y ea r a fte r yea r, as the 
depression has w orn  on, the l ib ra ry  has. been 
buying  few er books, c u ttin g  down on sa la ries, 
c u rta ilin g  its  services to the read ing  pub lic . 
And m ore  economies w il l  have to be p rac ticed  
before long, accord ing  to the p resident o f the 
board o f trustees, F ra n k  L . P o lk , o f the g re a t 
co rpora tion  law  f i r m :  D avis, P o lk , W ardw e ll, 
G a rdne r and Reed. The d iff ic u lty , accord ing 
to M r. P o lk , is  th a t the l ib ra r y ’s budget is un­
balanced. And how m uch is needed to restore 
the balance—and also the essentia l services 
ju s t cu t out? Some huge sum , doubtless, or 
our en lightened and progressive c ity  adm in is ­
tra tio n  w ould never have a llow ed the l ib ra ry  
to be thus c rip p le d ! W ell, believe i t  o r not, the 
sum  needed is exac tly  $190,000. I  daresay M r. 
P o lk  m akes a t least th a t m uch a ll by h im se lf 
in one yea r's  p rac tice  of corpora tion  law .

Herr Professor LaGuardia
In  the co lum n r ig h t n e x t to the announce­

m en t o f the p ub lic  l ib ra r y ’s d iff ic u ltie s , there  
is  a long s to ry  headed: “ M A Y O R  AN D  A ID E S  
TO T E A C H  A T  N E W  Y O R K  U N IV E R S IT Y .”  
The t it le  o f the course w h ich  the M a yo r and 
h is aides are to g ive is, “ G overnm ent and Ad­
m in is tra tio n  of N ew Y o rk  C ity .”  I  suggest th a t 
in  the f i r s t  lec tu re , the leaders of the L a G u a r­
d ia  a d m in is tra tio n —w h ich  is  p robab ly  as "a d .

vanced”  and “ l ib e ra l”  a b ig  c ity  governm ent 
as you w il l  f in d  in  th is  coun try  a t the m om ent 
—exp la in  w hy i t  seems to them  w ise r to spend 
$40,000,000 on a new bridge fro m  M anhattan  
to B ro o k lyn  than $190,000 to keep the c ity 's  
ch ie f l ib ra ry  open a t n ig h t; w hy i t  is  m ore 
im p o rta n t to spend tens o f m illio n s  on an E ast 
Side E xpress H ighw ay, to a llow  people in  
pleasure cars to ge t downtown ten m inutes 
qu icke r, than  to spend $190,000 to a llow  w o rk ­
ers to use the l ib ra ry  a fte r the d a y ’s w o rk  is  
ove r; w hy M r. Moses gets h is tens o f m illio n s  
fo r  fa n cy  lu x u ry  p ro jects  like  Jones Beach and 
M r. W halen gets h is subsidy fo r  the high- 
p riced  and useless W orld  o f T om orrow , w hile  
$190,000 is  considered too m uch to pay to m a in ­
ta in  v ita l services a t the c ity ’s m a in  pub lic  
l ib ra ry .

Our Four-Billion-Dollar-Baby
I  m us t confess I  had some sneaking doubts 

about th is  A m erican  dem ocracy we are a ll 
to  die fo r  in  the nex t w a r when I  read two 
recen t news item s. A lm o s t on the sam e day, 
the Socia l S ecu rity  B oard  revealed th a t the 
average earn ihgs in  1937 o f the 30,166,000 wage 
earners on its  ro lls  cam e to ju s t $890; w h ile  
the W ays & Means C om m ittee o f the .House 
published the sa la ries  o f some 50,000 o f these 
wage-earners who had rece ived $15,000 o r 
m ore each in  1937. I t  is a long step fro m  $890 
to the $1,296,000 Which w ent to  M r. M a ye r o f 
the f ilm s , o r (he $500,000 w h ich  w ent to M r. 
H e a rs t o f thè newspapers, h r the $419,000 
w h ich  w ent to P res ident W atson o f In te rn a ­
tiona l. Businèss M achines Corp., o r the $381,000 
w h ich  P res iden t H i l l  rece ived fro m  the A m e ri­
can Tobacco Co.

B u t then I  re flec ted  on a th ird  governm enta l 
re p o rt w h ich  has ju s t appeared, and I  realized 
th a t a ll o f us, r ic h  and poor a like , share the 
com m on ow nersh ip  o f a m a gn ificen t p rope rty  
w o rth  c u rre n tly  about $4,000,000,000. T h is  re ­
p o rt is the N ava l Expense A ccount fo r  the 
fisca l yea r 1938, a m a tte r o f e :gh ty-s ix  pages 
of figu res . The m an-in-.he-street, s tru g g lin g  
to feed h is fa m ily  on $893 a year, often fa ils  
to rea lize he is co-owner o f fo u r b illio n  do lla rs  
w o rth  o f guns and torpedoes and a rm o r  p la te , 
in c lu d in g  $420,0:0,000 w o r.h  o f heavy and l ig h t 
cru ise rs , $275,000,000 w o rth  of destroyers. 
$328,003 w o rth  o f “ flags  and b u n tin g ,”  and 
$33 w o rth  o f livestock. I t  is a co m fo rtin g  
thought. I  f ig u re  th a t each and every  one of 
the 1-0,000,000 inhab itan ts  o f th is  g rea t dem oc­
ra cy  owns ju s t $32.50 w o rth  o f the above- 
nam ed com m odities. I f  no one m inds. I ’ l l  
take m ine in  cash, please.

State Solons Battle 
For Slum Landlord

Inadequate Housing Bill Puts Burden on 
Workers— Violates Voters' Demands

By G R ACE SAUNDERS 
A  d isg race fu l housing b il l  

th a t does not begin to solve the 
need fo r  s lum  c learance and 
low-cost housing p ro jects  has 
ju s t been brough t out on the 
tloo r o f the N ew  Y o rk  State 
Leg is la tu re , one week before 
ad journm ent. The b il l  is to ­
ta lly  inadequate in  the am ount 
o f m oney authorized, i t  w il l  
m ake new housing p ro jects  so 
expensive as to be a lm ost p ro ­
h ib itive , and contains v ir tu a lly  
a ll the re a c tio n a ry , land lo rd - 
sponsored provis ions th a t have 
been denounced and re jec ted  
by everybody seriously con­
cerned about the housing p rob ­
lem . ’ • * 1

V oters la s t F a ll authorized 
the expend itu re  Of $300.000,000 
fo r  housing. The 'so lons a t A l­
bany have pared th is  down to 
a m is e rly  $50,000,000 fo r  the 
c u rre n t f is c a l yea r. As a sop 
to  the opposition th a t i t  is  
known beforehand w il l  be fo r th ­
com ing, p rov is ion  is  m ade fo r  
the expend itu re  o f an addi­
tiona l $100,000,000 a t some fu ­
tu re  date. The m easure ca lls  
fo r  a 40-year, instead o f a 60- 
yea r a m ortiza tion  period,

Survey Shows the 
Value of W.P.A. 
To Entire Nation

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T OF TH E  PAST
i By EMANUEL GARRETT

THO M AS M U E N Z E R  
(1497—D ecapitated, M ay 27, 1525)

Turbu lence, fe rm en t, rebe llion—thus was 
the s ix teen th  cen tu ry  born. New system s, 
and new ideas grapp led  w ith  the foundations 
of o ld. C ap ita lism , a lu s ty  in fa n t, spread its  
a rm s and crow ded the princes and lo rds who 
ru led  by feuda l r ig h t of land ow nership, and 
se rf labor.

The m erchan t class, the tow nsm en, g rew  
w ea lth ie r, tapped the resources of the known 
and se ttled  w o rld , spread the tentacles o f 
trade , and challenged the a u th o r ity  o f feuda l 
m ig h t. In  E ng land , w here serious upheavals 
had a lready  taken p lace, th e ir  econom ic 
pow er was c le a rly  established; p o lit ic a l pow er 
they had ye t to seize. In  G erm any they were 
f i r s t  beg inn ing  to fee l th e ir  im portance , to 
g row  properous.

And as they extended th e ir  a c tiv itie s , s low ly  
rem o ld ing  the basis o f socia l o rgan iza tion , the 
dow ntrodden serfs, the new ly  im p o rta n t a r t i­
sans, and the  new ly  created p leb ians who 
fo rm ed  a rese rvo ir o f unsk illed  labor became 
restive .

The m erchants who sought to underm ine 
the tra d it io n a l a u th o r ity  o f feuda l lo rd  and 
church  ( its e lf the riches t and m ost pow erfu l 
o f the feuda l landow ners) w ere echoed in  the 
m ig h ty  thunderbo lt th a t M a r tin  L u th e r hu rled  
a t tra d it io n a l doc trine , and the established 
church . L u th e r took re lig io n  ou t of the hands 
o f a fe w  lords (p ries ts ), made i t  the  p ro p e rty  
o f the masses, presented the b ib le  in  na tive  
G erm an instead o f u n in te llig ib le  L a tin . (R e li­
gion. the church , com p le te ly  dom inated the 
thought o f the day; socia l upheaval the re fo re  
couched its e lf in  re lig ious te rm s, sought ju s t i­
fica tio n  the re , e tc.)

Goes Beyond Protestant 
Reformation

Thom as M uenzer was among those who 
a v id ly  took possession of L u th e r ’s v iew s. A 
b r ig h t young theologian, L u th e r had even 
helped h im  secure a pastora te . An e loquent 
preacher, he a ttacked the m onks b itte r ly . 
L u th e r had how ever on ly  cracked the she ll o f 
socie ty. M uenzer was soon fa r  ahead o f h im ; 
she ll and a ll had to go. L u  her who had in - 
SDired h im , now repelled h im . F o r M uenzer 
had become a m an o f action and revo lu tion  
who ranged h im se lf on the side o f the op­
pressed masses aga inst the ru le rs , the posses­
sors, and the easy liv in g  re fo rm e rs  ( like  
L u th e r “ th a t easy liv in g  flesh o f W ittenbe rg ” ).

H is  sm a ll, sw a rth y  f ig u re  became a popu la r 
s igh t am ong the p leb ians and peasants who 
lis tened to his harangues aga inst princes and 
m idd le-o f-the-w ay re fo rm e rs . W ay ahead o f 
h is day w h ich  lacked the m a te ria l p re re q u i­
sites fo r  the execution of his v iew s. M uenzer 
preached the com m un ity  o f goods, the “ In n e r 
L ig h t,”  in  e ffec t the r ig h t o f each m an to hold 
h is  own view s. Some of h is ideas, d a ring  fo r  
h is  tim e , became dem ocra tic  com m onplaces 
th ree  centu ries  la te r.

Severa l tim es he settled as p reacher in  
va rious G erm an c itie s ; as often he was chased 
ou t by the fa t-be llies  and the w o rrie d  towns­
fo lk  who were w illin g  to go so fa r  in  social

c r it ic is m , b u t no fu r th e r. Denounced by 
L u th e r, he encouraged the peasants in  T h u r­
ing ia  to rise , together w ith  the urban pro le ­
ta r ia n s  and the m iners , aga inst the moneyed 
and feuda l lo rds. D rive n  out of M uhlhausen, 
he tra ve lle d  w ith  his close co-w orker P fe iffe r 
th rough  southern G erm any. U ngodly ru le rs , 
he to ld  those he m e t, m us t be d rive n  out, 
k ille d . The usurpers, he to ld  them , say “ Thou 
sha lt no t s te a l”  and then g rab eve ry th ing . 
B u t when an a rtisan  “ com m its  the s ligh tes t 
transgression, he has to hang, and D r. L ia r  
(L u th e r) says to a ll to th is : A m en .”

Peasant War Unfolds
Tow ards the end o f 1524. the peasant masses 

had d e fin ite ly  begun to move tow ards re vo lu ­
tion . T h e ir a im s w ere inco rpo ra ted  in  a docu­
m ent, the Tw elve  A rtic le s , w hich ca lled  fo r  a 
p la in  gospel (i.e ., re lig ious  services in  th e ir 
own language and w ith in  th e ir  own com pre­
hension and o f th e ir  own choosing), and fre e ­
dom  fro m  serfdom . B y  M a rch , 1525 the m ove­
m en t was qu ite  genera l. B y  M ay they had 
achieved considerable successes. B u t as Is 
the case w ith  eve ry  peasant m ovem ent, there  
was no re a l s o lid a rity  between the various 
sections. E ach  section waged its  ba ttle  in  a 
lim ite d  and p ro v in c ia l sphere. A t the begin­
n ing  they w ere favored  by the equal d isorgan­
iza tion  o f the lo rds ; b u t as the lords organized, 
la rg e ly  under the leadersh ip  of P h ilip  o f 
Hesse, and spurred  on by L u th e r, the  peas­
ants w ere beaten in  ba ttle  a fte r ba ttle . H is ­
to ry  was m uch too young fo r  a v ic to rious  
popu la r in su rre c tio n : the peasants cou ldn ’t 
reorganize socie ty, a p ro le ta r ia t was lack ing  
to lead them , the nex t step in  socia l develop­
m en t was ca p ita lism .

In  M uhlhausen, M uenzer and P fe iffe r  had 
spread th e ir  propaganda. As preachers they 
had a t f i r s t  demanded the p riv ile g e  o f s ittin g  
in  a t council m eetings. A t a p rop itious m o­
m ent, when the popu la tion  was ca lled  togeth­
e r to answ er a m uste r ro ll,  M uenzer urged 
the assembled people to k ic k  ou t the old gov­
e rnm en t and take the re ins in to  th e ir  own 
hands. T h is  they d id . A new governm ent was 
decreed, to be run  by an “ E te rn a l C o u n c il."  
C om m un ity  o f p ro p e rty  was p roc la im ed.

P h ilip  o f Hesse m oved on F rankhausen 
w here M uenzer w ith  8,000 men had m ade his 
stand. P h ilip  asked fo r  an a rm is tice , bu t, as 
he had done in  o ther cases, v io la ted  the a rm is ­
tice  before I t  had elapsed. M uenzer’s troops 
w ere defeated. 5,000 o f them  were s la u g h t­
ered. M uenzer was taken p risoner.

H is  captors asked h im  to  exp la in  h is deeds. 
He to ld  them  he acted and preached as he 
had because they, the princes, had sacrificed  
eve ry th in g  to lu s t and avarice .

M uenzer was handed over to the execution­
e r. F o r a day he was to rtu re d  h o rr ib ly  by 
thum bscrew  and rack , then th row n  in to  the 
dungeon.

On M ay 27, tw o days a fte r h is cap tu re , the 
executioner d id  his w o rk . M uenzer's m u ti­
la ted  head was lif te d  on a p ike , and disp layed 
as a w a rn ing  aga inst re vo lt. I t  became in ­
stead a sym bo l o f the s trugg le  aga inst op­
pression. an in sp ira tion  to fu tu re  generations 
o f rebels, the founders o f G erm an M a rx ia n  
socia lism .

(S pecia l to  t l ie  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
W ASH IN G TO N, M ay 8.—The 

com ple te ly  re a c tio n a ry  and 
v ic ious na tu re  o f . P res ident 
R oosevelt’s proposed fu r th e r 
slash o f W .P .A . ro lls  was re ­
vealed s t i l l  m ore g la r in g ly  by 
a nation-w ide su rvey  de ta iling  
the benefits o f W .P .A . which 
was handed today to the P res i­
dent by a group o f governm ent 
o ff ic ia ls  and ind iv id u a ls  closely 
linked  w ith  them .

The su rvey  w h ich  was con­
ducted in  48 states and sum ­
m arizes 8,000 in d iv id u a l re ­
ports  made by sta te , county, 
and c i t ”  o ff ic ia ls  no t the re ­
cip ien ts o f W P  A. jobs) shews 
th a t W .P .A . p io je c ts  have been 
of the ‘h ighest bene fit to the 
pub lic  w e lfa re  ”

M ore than 51 per cent o f the 
ind iv id u a ls  re p o rtin g  stated 
th a t the W .P .A . fa ile d  in  its  
task in  on ly one p a rtic u la r, 
th a t i t  was no t conducted on a 
la rge  enough scale and th a t i t  
lacked su ffic ie n t funds. Roose­
v e lt proposes to rem edy th is  
s itua tion  by s lash ing  W..P.A. 
s t i l l  fu r th e r  and reduc ing  its  
funds s t i l l  fu r th e r below m in i­
m um  requ irem ents .

A fte r  de ta iling  the benefits 
o f W .P .A . in  p ro v id in g  w ork, 
in  keeping up the s k ills  of 
w orkm en, in  p ro v id in g  com m u­
n ities  and sections w ith  useful 
pub lic  w orks and p ub lic  a c t iv i­
ties. the re p o rt ended by rec­
om m ending an “ adequate long 
tim e  N a tiona l p rog ram  dealing 
w ith  unem ploym ent.”

w h ich  even the b i l l ’s sponsors 
a d m it w il l  Increase c a rry in g  
charges on state p ro jec ts  $2 o r 
$3 a room  pe r m onth.

Burden on W orkers
Consum er taxes on amuse­

m ents, tobacco, e tc., are  to be 
p e rm itte d  fo r  securing  funds 
fo r  th is  am ortiza tion—thus
shunting  the f in a n c ia l burdens 
fo r the new pro jects  on to the 
w orkers.

In  add ition , c ities  are to  be 
requ ired  to m atch  the sta te  ap­
p rop ria tions  d o lla r fo r  d o lla r. 
Th is  p rov is ion  w il l  p lace a b a r­
r ie r  ih  tflé  pa th  o f the needed 
undertak ings, fo r  thé c itie s  are 
a lready  h e a v ily  burdened w ith  
debts. - 1

F u rth e rm o re , o n ly  p a r t ia l 
ta x  exem ption is to be g ran ted  
housing p ro jec ts . ’:r 
—T h e -b ill Is  p a ten tly  a scheme 
to  p reven t any serious ta ck lin g  
of- th e ‘ d isg race fu l hbusing s itu ­
a tion. Tt' exudes overw eening 
Consideration fo r  th e  s lum  
land lo rds, and d isplays a crass 
la ck  o f in te re s t in  th e  needs o f 
the s lum -dw e lle rs . '

Jam m ing  I t  Through
I t  is  appa ren tly  the in ten tion  

o f the "p eop le ’s representa­
tive s ”  to Jam th is  sham eful 
m easure th rough  both houses 
of the leg is la tu re  in  the hectic  
c losing days o f the c u rre n t ses­
sion, in  the expectation th a t 
m any leg is la to rs  w il l  vote fo r  i t  
as the best m easure possible 
to obta in a t th is  la te  date. A 
week before ad journm en t cop­
ies o f the b il l  were not ye t back 
fro m  the p rin te rs . O n ly  one 
typ ew ritten  copy was ava ilab le  
fo r  inspection by leg is la to rs  
who had to consider the p rob­
lem .

Protests Mount On  
School Budget Cuts

Thousands of Teachers Face Dismissal 
— Y.P.S.L. Plans City Hall Picket Line
By W. K . M A N U E L

N E W  Y O R K .—In d ig n a n t p ro ­
tests aga inst M a yo r LaG uar- 
d ia ’s c u t o f m ore than three 
and a h a lf m illio n  do lla rs  fro m  
the school budget poured in 
fro m  educationa l, student and 
labo r o rganizations th is  week 
as the C ity  Council prepared 
to adopt the budget c u t w ith ­
ou t a llow ing  representa tives of 
the opposition to be heard a t 
pub lic  hearings.

A reac tio n a ry  co a lition  of 
D em ocra ts and Republicans in 
the State le g is la tu re  recen tly  
lopped o ff $5,300.000 fro m  the 
state educationa l budget, w h ich  
added to the c ity 's  proposal to 
hack aw ay another $3.600,000 
to ta ls  up to a nine m illio n  dol 
fa r  decrease in  funds fo r  the 
p ub lic  educationa l system . U n 
less Im m ed ia te  action is  taken 
to rescind  the cuts, conserva­
tiv e  educators p red ic ted  th a t 
fre e  education in  N ew  Y o rk  
w ould  rece ive  its  m ost d isas­
trous setback in  a d-ecade. U n  
der the new conditions created 
by the cuts, thousands o f regu­
la r  teachers face d ism issa l, un­
w ie ldy  classes w il l  be fu r th e r 
en larged, tu itio n  fees w il l  be 
adopted in  the free  c ity  col 
leges, sum m er sessions w il l  be 
abolished, p laygrounds closed, 
recrea tion  and evening centers 
cu rta ile d  and o ther services 
scu ttled  e n tire ly .

Passing the B uck
C aught red-handed in  as low 

a piece o f fis c a l fin a g lin g  as 
T am m any  H a ll ever a ttem pted 
M ayo r LaG ua rd ia 's  e ffo rts  to 
pass the buck to the State leg is ­
la tu re  w ere p ro m p tly  spiked by 
H ow ard  W. N udd, spokesman

' Death Watch' Casts Shadow 
Over Flint W .P .A . Offices

(Continued fro m  Page 1>
ing “ S o lid a rity .”  Then they as­
sembled in  the P a rk  where de­
te rm ined  speeches were m ade 
by the union leaders.

A t the m eeting , p lans were 
m ade fo r  fu r th e r m ili ta n t ac­
tion  n e x t week to c a rry  on the 
fig h t, in  add ition  to p lans made 
to keep the “ death w a tch ”  go­
ing.

S entim ent fo r  the  “ death 
w a tch ”  has proved strong 
among F lin t  w o rke rs . In  the 
g rea t B u ick  d iv is ion  p lan ts , a 
co llection  was taken up to  a id  
the unem ployed union.

H undreds o f people fro m  a ll 
over tow n cam e in  cars and on 
foot to see the dem onstra tion. 
Some brough t food, others do­
nated funds.

O n ly  the C om m unist P a rty - 
dom inated W orkers A lliance , 
w ith  its  ch a ra c te ris tic  t im id ity  
and com pany-union tactics , 
ta lked  aga inst the  “ death 
w a tch .”  M any W orkers A l l i ­

ance m em bers, disgusted w ith  
the p ro g ra m  of th e ir leaders, 
jo ined the “ death w a tch ”  and 
tore up th e ir  W orkers A lliance  
cards. F in a lly , a fte r fo u r days, 
and a fte r t ry in g  th e ir  best to 
discourage the dem onstra tion. 
W orkers A lliance  leaders were 
fo rced by a vote o f th e ir  m e m ­
bers to support the "d ea th  
w a tch ”  action.

A ll  C om m unist P a r ty  a t 
tem pts thus fa r  to smash the 
U nem ployed and W .P .A . W o rk ­
ers U nion and the d ra m a tic  
"d e a th  w a tch ”  have fa ile d . B y 
r id ic u le , lies, and w hispers. 
C. P . m em bers have a ttem pted 
to have the C .I.O . o ff ic ia ls  in 
F lin t  take steps to stop the 
m ili ta n t action. B u t so o v e r­
w he lm ing  is the sen tim en t o f 
the auto w orkers  on the side 
o f the un fo rtuna te  fa m ilie s  
th row n ou t on the stree ts and 
deprived o f food, th a t no action 
has been taken in  opposition to 
the “ death w a tch .”

fo r the P ub lic  E duca tion  Asso­
c ia tion .

In  a s ta tem en t p lac ing  re ­
spo n s ib ility  fo r  the c u t d ire c tly  
on the M ayo r, M r . N udd said 
“ I t  is , o f course, absurd fo r 
c ity  o ffic ia ls  to im p ly  th a t 
they have done th e ir  p a r t fo r  
the schools and th a t the  c r is is  
is e n tire ly  due to the sho rt­
sightedness o f the Leg is la tu re . 
The c ity  its e lf is pa rticep  c r im  
in is  to a la rge  degree, fo r , B o r­
ough P res iden t Isaacs and C ity  
Council P res iden t M o rr is  to the 
co n tra ry  no tw iths tand ing , the 
c ity  s ta rted  the landslide , not 
m e re ly  by denying funds fo r 
expansion, b u t by c u ttin g  nea r­
ly  $3,600,000 fro m  the  a m oun t 
w hich i t  g ran ted  to the schools 
th is  yea r ou t o f its  .qw n re ­
sources.”  T h e  Association 
ca lled  an em ergency m eeting 
o f its  Jo in t Conference o f C iv ic  
O rganizations, composed o f .no 
less than tw e n ty  groups, to 
consider ways and means of 
opposing the cu t. .«-■

Y .P .S .L . D em onstra tes 
The Young People ’s Socia lis t 

League (4th In te rn a tio n a l), 
youth section of the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , responded to 
he proposed cu t w ith  a sp irited  

dem onstra tion  outside C ity  
H a ll two weeks ago, dem and­
ing  im m ed ia te  app rop ria tions 
to the school budget to gap the 
d e fic it. Y .P .S .L . represents 
tives who attended pu b lic  hea r­
ings on the budget, held a t C ity  
H a ll la s t F r id a y , w ere to ld  th a t 
on ly those who favo red  the de­
creased budget would be heard. 
F o llow ing  th is  the proceedings 
were handed ove r to reac tion ­
a ry  spokesmen fo r  the banks, 
insurance com panies and big 
re a lty  in te rests. Colonel A im es, 
m outhpiece o f the C itizens 
Budget C om m ittee, sounded o ff 
in  a tw o-hour exh ib ition  o f o ra ­
to r ica l fla tu lence  aga inst “ un­
necessary f r i l ls  like  pub lic  edu 
c a tio n "  and urged the c ity  to 
abolish the H igh  School of A r t  
and M usic , w here students w ith  
outstanding ta le n t in  the arts  
are g iven a specialized c u rr ic u ­
lum . A fte r  lis ten ing  to severa l 
speakers assail the badly cas 
tra ted  budget as “ s t i l l  too 
h ig h ,"  R obert K . S trauss. F u ­
sion flu n ke y  in  the C ouncil, re ­
m inded them  th a t " th e  M ayor 
is ju s t as Interested in  cu tting  
the budget as anybody.”  

Borough P res ident S tanley 
Isaacs, m em ber o f a dozen 
S ta lin is t stooge organ iza tions, 
and Council P res iden t Newbold 
M o rris , co n tr ib u to r to the New 
Masses, approved the  cu ts in  
pub lic  education as m em bers 
o f the B oard  o f E s tim a te  and 
A pportionm ent.

The Y .P .S .L . has called 
m eetings on college and high 
school campuses pro testing  the 
cuts, and is  p re p a rin g  a la rge  
p icke t line  around C ity  H a ll in  
he near fu tu re .

Jingo Note 
Loudest
A t Y.C.L.
Meeting

Daily Highlights of the N. Y. World's Fair
By R U TH  J E F F R IE S

M ay 2—The W orld  o f T om orrow  gave the A m erican  
people a f i r s t  lesson in  how to receive the cream  of the ru lin g  
class. A tw enty-one gun sa lu te , g ree ting  Crown P rince  O lav 
and C rown P rincess M a rth a , served as a s ta rte r.

New Y o rk  State announced th a t i t  had spent m ore than 
$4,000,000 on pa rkw ays, b ridges and landscaping fo r  the 
W o rld ’s F a ir  s ite , and $2,200,000 m ore fo r  its  fa ir  e xh ib it. 
No such inves tm en t fo r  rehousing W orld  o f Today s lum - 
dw e lle rs . • •  - •

M ay 3—Twenty-one guns fo r C rown P rince  F re d e ric k  
and C rown P rincess In g r id  o f D enm ark . A re  we lis ten ing?

F o r $3.25 an hour you ’n ’me can see the F a ir  fro m  a 
m otorized wheel c h a ir ; and fo r  on ly $2.25 we can ge t selected 
college boys to push our cha irs  around. W hy can ’t  these 
colleges tu rn  ou t a $3.25 p roduct—where is the va lue  o f a 
college education?

Insc rip tio n s  fro n tin g  the entrance to the W .P .A . p a v ilio n : 
“ T h is  b u ild in g  contains the s to ry  o f A m e ric a ’s unem ployed 
and w ha t they  have to o ffe r A m e ric a ” ; and “ Th is  e xh ib ition  
shows the w ea lth  created by the s k ill  and a r t is t ry  o f A m e r­
ic a ’s unem ployed.”  B u t i t  doesn’t  show the w ea lth  they 
created ( fo r  ca p ita l) before they  w ere robbed o f even th e ir  
Jobs.

•  *  •

M ay 4— N ineteen guns fo r  the Po lish  delegation. (A d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  is n ’t  qu ite  as good as a m onarchy.)

•  •  •

M ay 5—M a yo r L a  G ua rd ia , “ one o f the g re a t a d m ire rs  
o f F in la n d ,”  as he te rm ed h im se lf, sa id, “ M ention the nam e 
o f F in la n d  and every  A m erican  w il l  adm ire  you r one b iggest 
e xh ib it to the whole w o rld —your na tiona l honor.”  He was 
re fe rr in g  to the iso la ted exam ple o f “ hono r”  am ong the v ic ­
to rious th ieves a fte r the la s t W orld  W ar.

The B r it is h  G overnm ent is  c lasp ing  A m erica  to her 
bosom in  a f i t fu l  b ro th e rly  em brace; and so its  P a v ilio n  ex­
h ib its  to m illio n s  o f A m ericans the fa m ily  tree  o f the F a th e r 
o f O u r C ountry, tra c in g  W ashington's descent fro m  K in g  
John. T h a t should estab lish O ur F a th e r as an E ng lish  ru le r 
of good blood, and render us a ll loya l fig h tin g  sub jects, Just 
a l it t le  rem oved, o f the B r it is h  crow n.

C o lum bia  U n iv e rs ity 's  P resident, D r. N icholas M u rra y  
B u tle r, ca lled , in  a h igh-sounding C o llective -S ecurity  v a r ia ­
tion , fo r  the P res iden t o f the U n ited  States to “ lead in  the 
o rgan iza tion  o f the w o rld  fo r  peace, w ith  in te rn a tio n a l se­
c u r ity  p ro tected  by the com bined navies o f the  w o rld .”  A 
g u llib le  audience, fooled (as once before) by college-presi­
den tia l o ra to ry , cheered.

•  •  •

M ay 7—H igh  re s ta u ra n t p rices a t the F a ir  a re  causing a 
tide  o f com p la in t. F o r exam ple, a t the Casino o f N a tions: 
Soup, 25c; entree. $1 and up; roast-beef sandw ich, $1; ham  
sandw ich, 50c; A m e rica n  cheese sandw ich , 40c; coffee o r

tea, 15c. E ven  the “ p opu la r-p riced ”  places charge 50% m ore 
than do com parable  places, and fo r  com parable  dishes, 
outside.

•  • •

M ay 8— “ R icksha boys.”  declared the N . Y . T im es in  one 
co lum n, “ have, by long odds, the m ost ro m a n tic  jobs on the 
F a ir  G rounds. T hey m eet such in te res ting  people.”  Anc 
then in  another co lum n, i t  described the F a ir  a fte r c losing 
tim e , “ T ire d  pushers—chatted w e a rily  about th e ir  aching 
feet— (o r) pushed th e ir  veh ic les lis tle ss ly  to the depot, 
changed a tt ire  and w ent hom e.”  R eal Southern rom ance. 
Cashiers are also reported  “ as too tire d  by Sunday to do 
any th ing  bu t sleep” ; and so, adds the press, amused, “ a ll 
they know about the F a ir  is  w ha t they read in  the pape rs .”  
A qua in t sense o f hum or.

“ M ore than 350 Gold S ta r M others rose in  unison when, 
a t a luncheon o f th e ir  g roup . . . those who w ere opposed to 
sending any A m erican  boys to Europe in  the event o f w a r 
(w ere asked to ), stand u p .” —N . Y . T im es. Add reasons fo r  
our “ peace-loving”  P res iden t’s opposition to a people’s re fe r­
endum on w a r.

Y ipsels Jailed for Aiding 
Calif. Agricultural Strikers

( S i*«h»Ih I to  th«» S ocia lIn t A ppe a l)
FRESNO , C a lif., M ay 8.—D e lla  P ed ronce lll and N o rm a r 

Dorn, both m em bers of the new ly fo rm ed Fresno u n it o f the 
goung People ’s S ocia lis t League, w ere in ja i l  today, charge i 
w ith in c it in g  w o rke rs  on the 600-acre Pau l Mosesian Rancl 
to q u it w o rk  and jo in  the week-old s tr ik e  o f a g rlc u ltu ra  
laborers fo r  h igher wages.

The s tr ike  was ca lled  Tuesday by the F a rm  W orker: 
Association, the a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs  union in  th is  area 
M ore than 100 w o rke rs  le ft the fie lds  to dem and an increasi 
n wages fro m  20 to 30 cents an hour. They had been em 
ployed to th in  prunes on the P au l Mosesian Ranch w her: 
conditions w ere in to le rab le .

Com rades D orn and P edronce lll w ere a rrested  when the: 
w ent ou t to the o rchards to persuade the 25 re m a in in g  w ork  
ers to q u it scabbing and jo in  the s tr ike .

The Y ipse ls have been a c tive ly  a id ing  the s tr ik e  by jo in  
ing the p icke t lin e  every day. O ver the week end, M yra 
Tanner, lead ing  m em ber o f the Y .P .S .L . in  C a lifo rn ia , pro 
ceeded to the s tr ik e  fro n t and spoke to the s tr ike rs  fo r m ore 
than an hour.

The Fresno Y .P .S .L . expeo‘ s to continue to a id  the s tr ike rs  
u n til v lo to ry  is  won.

B y IR V IN G  HOW E
N E W  Y O R K .—The 9th na­

tiona l convention o f the Young 
C om m unist League w il l  open 
here th is  week-end w ith  a mass 
m eeting in  M adison Square 
Garden. T h is  convention w il l  
m a rk  a c lim a x  to the d rive  to  
trans fo rm  the Y .C .L . in to  an 
open Jingo o rgan iza tion .

A cco rd ing  to the p ream b le  
to the new Y .C .L . cons titu tion  
proposed by its  N a tiona l Com­
m ittee , the Y .C .L . fo rm a lly  
abandons any pretense to. revo ­
lu tio n a ry  ideas and becomes an 
organ iza tion  w hich has, among 
others, the fo llo w in g  purposes; 

¡//Educate youth  for citizensh ip  
in  our dem ocracy ” ; VOppose 
a ll subversive e ffo rts  to  a tta ck , 
underm ine o r destroy our de­
m ocracy .from  w ith in  o r w ith ­
ou t” ; and "p ro m o te  clean l iv ­
ing  and develop hea lthy  m inds 
in  hea lthy  bodies and to  p ro ­
tec t the A m e rica n  hom e ftiid  
fa m ily .”

D espite the accom panying 
bashfu l m ention  o f soc ia lism , 
these points—espec ia lly  the one 
on “ subversive e ffo rts ”  w h ich  
means to be aga inst a ll Idea 
of revo lu tion—show th a t the 
Y .C .L . is  t r y in g  its  desperate 
best to prove its e lf to  be a re ­
spectable o rgan iza tion  des iring  
to liv e  a t peace w ith  the cap i­
ta lis t w o rld  and c a p ita lis t 
youth o rgan iza tions.

P ro -W ar R a lly
The convention w il l  have as 

its  m a in  fu nc tion  the w h ipp ing  
up o f a w a r s p ir it  am ong the 
delegates, espec ia lly  those who 
are no t hardened bureaucra ts . 
In  v iew  o f the w a r c ris is , the  
Y .C .L . leadersh ip  w ants to 
m ake sure th a t the organ iza­
tion  w il l  serve as an in te g ra l 
p a rt o f the w a r m achine and 
the convention is the p lace, 
the you th fu l B row ders  fig u re , 
to w h ip  up an app rop ria te  w a r > 
s p ir it .

A no ther fu nc tion  o f the Y .C . 
L . convention w il l  be to m ake 
ce rta in  changes in  its  dec la ra ­
tion o f p rinc ip les  in  o rde r to 
b rin g  i t  up to date w ith  its  
present p o lit ic a l lin e . Bucn 
em ba rrass ing ly  rem in iscen t 
points as "W e condemn A m e r­
ican in te rven tion  in  the in te r­
na l a ffa irs  of the L a tln -A m e ri- 
can countries and the P h ilip ­
pines, and we support the P ue r­
to R ican  people in  th e ir  f ig h t 
fo r  independence”  w il l  be e lim ­
inated. F o r i t  is obvious th a t 
the S ta lin is t m ovem ent, you th  
or adu lt, can no longer have 
any connection w ith  m ove­
m ents fo r  the lib e ra tio n  o f op­
pressed co lon ia l peoples, even 
i f  th a t connection is in  an ob­
scure docum ent.

J im -C row  S ta lin is ts
A  fu r th e r  ind ica tion  o f the 

r ig n tw a rd  sw ing  w h ich  th is  
convention w il l  m a rk  m ay be 
seen fro m  a recen t a rt ic le  in  
‘he A p r i l  pre-convention num ­
ber of the Young C om m unist 
R eview , w h ich  adm its  th a t 
Y .C .L . re c ru it in g  and educa­
tion is on such a re a c tio n a ry  
basis th a t in  Chicago m any 
branches ex is t on a J im -C row  
basis, d iv id in g  w hite  and N egro 
youth in to  d iffe re n t groups!

A no ther step the convention 
w ill take w il l  be the d isso lu tion 
of student branches. These 
have In the past been centers 
of dissidence fro m  the p a rty  
line.

LEWIS BLASTS 
F.D.R. STAND

(Continued from  Page 1)
hoped to achieve th is  in  s u ff i­
cient tim e  before the coal com ­
m ission sessions to have the 
U .M .W .A . tied  up com p le te ly .

The W hite House conference 
was m arked  by the h igh-hand­
ed tone and d ic ta to r ia l a ttitu d e  
of Roosevelt tow ards the U .M . 
W .A. com m ittee  and the oper­
ators.

U nion on D efensive
Roosevelt demanded th a t the 

m ines be opened bu t he fa ile d  
to say a w ord  about p ro tec ting  
the rig h ts  o f the w orkers in ­
volved. He de lib e ra te ly  le ft the 
false im pression  th a t the union 
was also responsib le fo r  the  
shut-down and the coal sh o rt­
age.

A c tu a lly , the e n tire  ro le  o f 
he U .M .W .A . has been com ­

p le te ly  defensive d u rin g  the 
c ris is  th a t began on A p r il 1 
when the old co n tra c t exp ired .

Insp ired  by R oosevelt’s open 
double-cross of the m ine rs  and 
the en tire  C .I.O . w hich is in ­
volved in  th is  key s tr ik e . G ov­
e rn o r C handler q u ic k ly  an­
nounced h is in ten tion  to send 
the s tr ike -b re a k in g  N a tiona l 
G uardsm en to H a rla n  coun ty  
to open the m ines.
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FIG H T W IT H  THE SOCIALIST  
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

L  A Job and a decent wage fo r every w orker.
1  Open the idle factories—operate them  oader 

w orkers’ control.
X. A Tw enty-B illion dollar Federal pablie works 

and bousing program .

4. T h irty -th irty ! $3*-weekly m inim um  wage—  
30-boar weekly m a x im im  for a ll workers oa 
a ll Jobs.

5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability  
pension.

t .  E xpropriate the Sixty F am ilies .
7. A ll w ar funds to the unem ployed.
8. A people’s referendum  on any and a ll w ars.

8. No secret diplom acy.
1$. An independent Labor P a rty .

U . W orkers Defense Guards against vig ilante  
and Fascist attacks

Welcome the King!
Their Majesties, George V I  and his Queen 

Consort, are now on the high seas headed for 
this continent.

These parasites, who by right o f heredity are 
kept in fish and chips by a democratic parliament 
fo r parade purposes and diplomatic missions 
that require neither brains nor muscle, w ill be re­
gally entertained by the official representative of 
a government once founded on the proposition 
that all men are created free and equal. Many 
thousands o f dollars, filched from the needs o f 
the unemployed, w ill be expended on their wel­
come. In  return, America’s starving multitudes 
w ill be graced w ith the sight of the K ing in all 
his fifty  resplendent uniforms, and other items 
o f apparel which fill some forty trunks.

W ouldn’t it therefore be a fitting welcome if, 
in addition to the top-hats, there gathered at the 
pier and other places o f welcome, the refugees 
from the British Empire? Indian workers to 
greet the K ing and his Queen on behalf of four 
hundred million exploited Indian masses who 
work twelve hours a day for a few pennies, and 
to remind them o f India’s revolutionary ferment 
(George V I had to skip the traditional vis it to 
Durbar, India, at his coronation); Irish work­
ers to remind their Majesties o f the long strug­
gle for Irish  freedom, and of Irish resistance to 
the British conscription plan; Ceylonese work­
ers to thank the royal do-nothings for years of 
tyranny and oppression; South African work­
ers to commemorate racial segregation in their 
native land; workers o f China, the West Indies, 
and the many other colonies trodden under the 
heel o f British imperialism.

Such a welcome would indeed be fitting.

O ld Superstitions
Dr. H . F. Kilander, dean o f the Panzer 

(N .J .) College of Physical Education and H y ­
giene reports that a three-year survey o f 11,000 
high school seniors, college freshmen and adults 
reveals that common “ old wives’ tales”  and be­
lie f in supernatural tokens and charms still 
abounds.

A  surprisingly large percentage o f the popu­
lation, fo r instance, believes that the thoughts 
o f a pregnant woman affect her child, that ex­
cessive use o f the brain causes baldness, that 
rubbers worn indoors leads to eye trouble, and 
that raw meat w ill reduce a black eye.

The learned educator did not even mention 
the most common superstition o f all : the be­
lie f that the nation’s industries in order to func­
tion must be owned and controlled by a hand­
fu l o f coupon-clippers.

910 Per Cent
During the first quarter of 1939, nine leading 

automobile manufacturers showed an increase 
o f 910 percent in profits as compared with the 
first quarter o f 1938.

These companies, General Motors, Chrysler, 
Packard, Nash, Yellow Truck, Mack Truck. 
Studebaker, Checker Cab, and Diamond Truck, 
at the end o f March had raked in $65,531,978 
after all costs had been deducted, including enor­
mous “ executive”  salaries. General Motors

alone piled up fo r its coupon-clippers in these 
three months $53,206,716.

Yet in all the automotive centers, unemploy­
ment has increased during this same period and 
tens o f thousands have been thrown from the 
relief rolls into the streets. 

iHow long w ill this state o f affairs last?
Just as long as the millions o f workers and 

millions o f unemployed and millions o f poor 
farmers permit the national resources and the 
national industries to remain in the clutches of 
a small m inority o f stockholders.

C ard ina l O ’Connell speaks on w om en's ha t fash­
ions: “ You can te ll the q u a lity  o f a w om an ’s b ra in  
by the k ind  o f h a t th a t covers i t . ”  Does th a t also 
go fo r  the hats th a t ca rd ina ls  wear?

High Time!
In  the Congressional Record, where every­

thing the Congressmen say openly is printed, 
the following speech appeared recently:

"M R . K U N K E L . M r. Speaker, I  want 
at this time to invite all o f you and your 
friends and your guests at the lunch-time 
hour to partake o f some o f the famous 
Lebanon County BALO G N A, o f which I  
have a supply here, and which w ill be avail­
able in  the cloakrooms fo r those o f you 
who are too busy to get to the House res­
taurant.

“ Those o f you who have lunch at the 
House restaurant w ill find it  available there.

" This is a very unique product. I t  is both 
very good and very sustaining. I t  is manu­
factured in Palmyra, Pa., one o f the finest 
towns in  our entire State . . . and I  am 
sure you w ill all enjoy it.

" T ry  it  yourselves and get your friends to 
come w ith you to lunch. (Applause.)”
M r. Kunkel, like the other barkers, acrobats, 

clowns, and pitch-men who perform daily in the 
Washington legislative gyp-joint fo r the capi­
talist overlords, is paid off at the rate o f $10,000 
a year cold cash.

H igh time that the workers and farmers o f 
the country threw these B A LO N E Y  salesmen 
out on their ears!

H igh time we workers and fanners put in 
power an entirely new and different govern­
ment— a workers’ government, that w ill repre­
sent our interests for a change!

Lewis and F. D. R.
John L. Lewis, head o f the United Mine 

Workers o f America and o f the C.I.O., has 
issued a sharp statement condemning the Roose­
velt Administration for its attitude in the cur­
rent mine conflict.

In effect the labor leader declared that the 
operators’ efforts to “ disembowel”  the miners’ 
union were made on a tip from the Adminis­
tration.

But unless we are mistaken, this is the A d­
ministration that was put into office, in two 
presidential elections, by the self-same John L. 
Lewis. Not by him alone, but under his very 
vigorous leadership. It  was Lewis and Hillman 
and all the rest o f the heads o f the C.I.O. (and 
most o f the A .F .L ., for that matter) who did 
all in their power to swing the labor vote behind 
Roosevelt.

Lewis’ own statement is enough to judge the 
results o f this policy o f supporting one capital­
ist party as against another. W ith  Lewis’ own 
union engaged in a stiff fight, Roosevelt, not 
for the first time, takes a union-busting, strike­
breaking position which, as Lewis now states, 
gives aid and comfort to the coal operators.

What then are the benefits o f the capitalist 
party policy supported by Lewis, Hillman and 
Green— as compared with the policy o f labor 
striking out on its own in politics?

The only “ benefits”  are those accruing to 
the operators, to the employers, to the capitalist 
politicians.

The results in the labor movement are: dis­
orientation, confusion, a feeling o f dependence 
upon political parties that are stacked, from start 
to finish, against labor.

Every child knows that Roosevelt could never 
have been elected without the powerful, organ­
ized support o f labor. That same support, given 
to LA B O R ’S O W N PAR TY, to LA B O R ’S 
O W N  C A N D ID A T E S , would have produced 
results a thousand times more solid, a thousand 
times more lasting, a thousand times more bene­
ficial than the deceptive “ benefits”  gained by 
lift in g  coal operators’ friends into the W hite 
House and Congress.

Every day brings a new event to prove over 
again labor’s need o f its own political party, 
one based upon, supported and controlled by 
organized labor.

For all his harsh words about Roosevelt, 
Lewis w ill undoubtedly try  to continue the old 
game o f supporting one capitalist gang against 
another. A ll the more reason why the rank and 
file o f American labor must mobilize all its 
strength to force the creation o f a M IL IT A N T , 
IN D E P E N D E N T  LAB O R  P A R T Y — labor’s 
mighty arm on the political field.

Cannon Fodder Does Not Need A n  
Education- - So the Bosses Rule

It  is the Job of the Teachers Union to Organize Mass 

Agitation for Restoration of the Cuts Enacted Under 

Pressure of Real Estate Owners by "Labor's Friends"

IN  THIS 
CORNER

By Max Shachtman

E duca tion  under cap ita lism  
never d id  am ount to ve ry  m uch 
fo r  the ch ild ren  o f the w o rk ­
ers o f th is  coun try . The schools 
were made su ffic ie n t to teach 
m ost o f the ch ild ren  the three 
R ’s and to f i l l  th e ir  heads w ith  
the k ind  o f bunk about h is to ry  
and governm ent w h ich  w ould 
m ake them  d u tifu l servants o f 
the m asters. M ore  advanced 
education has a lw ays been 
ava ilab le  on ly  to a sm a ll p ro ­
po rtion  o f the youth o f the 
land, m ostly  the sons and 
daughters o f the w e ll-o ff and 
the w ealthy.

N evertheless, because i t  
wanted e ffic ie n t, p roductive , 
and subserv ien t w orkers, the 
boss system  prov ided  a portion  
o f its  surp lus and spent a g iven 
p a rt of its  ta x  revenues fo r 
schools. Today ca p ita lism  can ­
not even p rov ide  p lace fo r  15,- 
000,000 a d u lt w o rke rs , no less 
the m illio n s  o f th e ir  ch ild ren  
who are g row ing  up in to  a 
w o rld  th a t has no place fo r 
them  except ba ttle fie lds  and 
g raveyards. Between 18.000,000 
and 24,000,000 young men and 
wom en who have grow n up in  
the la s t n ine years have never 
had jobs a t a ll. The bosses are 
going to w an t ou r youth and 
our ch ild ren  who w il l  be the 
youths o f to m o rro w  fo r  cannon 
fodder purposes on ly. And you 
don’t  have to send cannon fod ­
der to school. In  short, c a p ita l­
ism  could a ffo rd  the  lu x u ry  of 
e lem en ta ry  education fo r  the 
masses In its  lush days—but 
those days have gone fo reve r. 
A long w ith  wage b ills , school 
budgets are the f i r s t  th ings 
slashed a t as the going gets 
harder.
B U IL D IN G  IN TER E STS  
E N G IN E E R  CUT

T h is  is  happening now in 
N ew Y o rk  where the b ig  rea l 
estate in te rests have e n g i­
neered a cu t of $5,300,000 fro m  
the state aid to New Y o rk  
C ity ’s schools and where the 
“ l ib e ra l”  M ayo r LaG uard ia  is 
fo rc in g  th rough  an add itiona l 
$3,000,000 cu t in  the c ity  edu­

ca tion  o u tlay . B oth  are meas­
ures designed to avo id  the ne­
cessity fo r  increas ing  re a l es­
ta te  taxes. The business in te r ­
ests, u til iz in g  the colum ns of 
its  con tro lled  press, have been 
c a rry in g  on a propaganda cam ­
paign about the h igh pay o f the 
teachers to help p u t these cuts 
over.

Jam es M a rsh a ll, p res iden t of 
the B oard  o f E duca tion , de­
c la red  in  a pub lic  s ta tem ent 
th a t these cuts “ w il l  w reck  the 
school sys tem .”  He said i t  
would be necessary to cu t out 
6,800 teach ing positions, in c lu d ­
ing  1,000 held by re g u la rly  l i ­
censed teachers. In  add ition  i t  
w ould requ ire  the to ta l e lim in a ­
tion . he sa id , of a ll the a d m it­
ted ly  m eager socia l services 
and evening school a c tiv itie s  
w h ich  the board now sponsors. 
Such th ings as vocationa l p la y ­
grounds, a th le tic  centers, baths 
and pools, sum m er p la y  schools 
and gardens, w ould a ll go by 
the board.
IN A D E Q U A TE  TO  
N E E D S  O F C H ILD R E N

M a rs h a ll’s s ta tem ent, de­
signed p r im a r i ly  to bulldoze 
the teachers in to  ta k in g  pay 
cuts, on ly  to ld  h a lf the s to ry . 
The school system  even on its  
present basis is u tte r ly  inade­
quate to m eet the educationa l 
needs o f the ch ild ren  o f th is  
c ity . I t  is a lready  bad ly  ove r­
crow ded. In  the face  o f unan i­
mous agreem ent am ong educa­
tors^ th a t a class o f 30 pup ils  
is  the m a x im u m  th a t can be 
e ff ic ie n tly  taught, n e a rly  64 
percent o f the c ity ’s school 
ch ild ren  fro m  k in d e rg a rte n  up 
th rough h igh school — m ore 
than h a lf a m illio n  ch ild ren— 
are in  classes th a t range in  
size fro m  35 to 54. T h is  in  i t ­
se lf represents a condition th a t 
makes i t  im possib le  to ge t the 
ch ild ren  and teachers both to 
m ake any e ffec tive  headway in  
th e ir w o rk . In  the e lem enta ry  
schools 58 percen t o f the pupils 
are in  over-crowded classes. 
No w onder they a rr iv e  in  h igh 
school a c tu a lly  unable to  re a d 1

U nder the consolidations and 
increase o f classes th a t w ould 
be necessary under the M a r­
sha ll p lan, the size o f classes 
woqjd go up to 56 and a te r ­
r i f ic  add itiona l burden w ould 
be p laced on teachers who a l­
ready c a rry  an e x trem e ly  
heavy schedule o f w ork . 
B E G IN N IN G  OF 
G E N E R A L  A TTA C K

The a ttack  on the teachers 
now being led by the m e r­
chants and rea l estate owners, 
by the State leg is la tu re  and by 
“ la b o r ’s fr ie n d ,”  M a yo r La  
G uard ia , is on ly the beginn ing 
of a general a ttack  on the ten ­
ure and Job se cu rity  o f the 
c iv il  serv ice . The c ity  has 
poured m illio n s  in to  showy 
h ighw ays and parkw ays, and 
in to  the W orld 's  F a ir  and is 
now try in g  to sw eat th a t money 
out o f its  c iv il  servants and o ff 
the backs o f the c i ty ’s ch ild ren .

A fte r  a ll, reason these w o r­
th ies, w ha t good is a ll th is  edu­
cation? We can a ffo rd  to cu t 
down on i t  and save our own 
taxes fro m  going up.

T h a t is p rec ise ly  th e ir  rea ­
soning, fo r  they know  th a t th e ir 
society, th e ir  system  o f insecu­
r i ty  and s ta rva tio n , holds no 
place fo r  the m illio n s  o f young­
sters who eve ry  day are crow d­
ing  in  eve r-g rea te r num bers In 
search o f co n tin u a lly  decreas­
ing  opportun ities  fo r  w o rk  and 
fo r  live lihood .

I t  is the Job o f the Teachers ’ 
U nion, above a ll, to lead the 
f ig h t aga inst th is  a tte m p t to 
hack aw ay a t the schools and 
a t the c iv il  serv ice . A vigorous 
counter-cam paign aga inst the 
menace o f cuts and aga inst the 
rea l estate owners m ust be o r ­
ganized. Through  the parents 
and th rough  pub lic  organ iza­
tions i t  is possible to fo rce  the 
State L eg is la tu re  to  c a ll a spe­
c ia l session to restore the edu­
cationa l g ran ts and to 6top La- 
G u a rd la ’s “ econom y”  d rive  
fro m  m ak ing  v ic tim s  o f the 
C ity ’s ch ild ren  w h ile  the ow n­
ers o f p rope rty  ge t exac tly  
w ha t they w ant.

In "W orld of Tomorrow" Setting 
Writers Urge a World War Today

By D O R O THY W IL L IA M S
A group o f w e ll-fed , o ld ish 

w rite rs  and penpushers ga th ­
ered together a t the W o rld ’s 
F a ir  th is  week “ to m ake the 
w o rld  safe fo r  dem ocracy ." 
O ff ic ia lly  i t  was the W orld  
Congress o f W rite rs . O ur sleek 
heroes are brave in  the words 
they use to describe them ­
selves, bu t i t  is doub tfu l 
w hether they w ould  be equa lly  
b rave in  deeds.

The fake  g ingerbread se tting  
o f the New Y o rk  W orld ’s F a ir  
was unquestionably the best 
place in  w h ich  to hold the Stal- 
in ized W orld  Congress of W rit­
ers. I t  was the best place to 
ga ther together those who w ith  
pen in  hand urge the masses 
in to  th e . com ing im p e ria lis t 
s laughter.

These w rite rs  are h ig h ly  con­
scious o f th e ir  m ission in  h is ­
to ry . Behind every  line  u tte red  
was a conscious fe e lin g  o f su­
p e r io r ity . H u m a n ity  should s it 
a t th e ir  feet, spellbound. Such 
sm a ll m a tte rs  as having  
enough to eat and clothes to 
w ear are un im po rtan t, h a rd ly  
w o rth  considering. W hy should 
the com m on herd w o rry  about 
ea ting  when they can lis ten  to 
Thom as M ann on the wonders 
o f dem ocracy?

These people ostensib ly de­
c la im ed on the good, the true  
and the beau tifu l, bu t th e ir 
business is b ig -tim e  p o lit ics— 
m ore p a rt ic u la r ly  the po litics  
of the People ’s F ro n t. One 
po in t o f v iew  p reva iled  a t the 
Congress: th a t the dem ocra­
cies should un ite  a t once to 
stop the fasc is t m adm en—a 
c a ll to jo in  up fo r  the n e x t im ­
p e r ia lis t w a r.

I t  should be noted th a t when 
V era  M icheles Deane, Secre­
ta ry  o f the F o re ign  P o licy  As­
sociation, declared th a t i t  was 
the du ty  o f the in te lligens ia  to 
educate the masses in  the ways 
o f dem ocracy, the audience 
s tir re d  restless ly . Even th is  
weak and ten ta tive  approach 
to re a lity  was uncom fortab le  to 
contem plate . M uch m ore he­
ro ic  was the prospect o f send­
ing  the masses in to  the 
trenches.

LA M O N T  A N D  BARUCH 
AM O N G  T H E  SPONSORS

The S ta lin is ts , as the loud­
est advocates o f P opu la r 
F ro n tism , had th ree  fie ld  days 
a t th is  W orld  Congress of 
W rite rs ' — th e y ’ve ce rta in ly  
gone up in  the w o rld . I t  is  a

fa r  c ry  fro m  the days when 
they advocated revo lu tion . 
A fte r a ll, i t ’s no mean ach ieve­
m ent to fo rm  a People's F ro n t 
w ith  some o f the people who 
were lis te d  as patrons and 
m em bers o f the h o sp ita lity  
com m ittee . I t ’s no t everyone 
who can p reven t fasc ism  w ith  
the a id o f such em inen t a n ti­
fascists as B e rna rd  B a ruch . 
Thom as W. Lam on t. H en ry  
M orgenthau, W in throp A l­
d rich , M a rsh a ll F ie ld , M rs . 
A ugust B e lm on t and o ther no­
tables.

Need we say th a t no w r ite r  
who has taken a re a l an ti-w a r 
stand was present o r, so fa r  as 
one could lea rn , inv ited?  No 
one opposed to the ca p ita lis t 
system  d istu rbed the se ren ity  
of the Congress. Ignazio  Silone 
was inv ited , said the Congress 
o ffic ia ls , bu t “ un fo rtuna te  d if ­
ficu ltie s  in  rega rd  to a pass­
p o rt and v isas”  p revented his 
being present. They said th is 
p riv a te ly . They d id  no t em ­
ploy th e ir  pub lic  fo ru m  to c r i­
tic ize the A m erican  G overn­
m ent fo r no t g iv in g  Silone a 
visa. . . .

B u t where were the A m e ri­
can w rite rs  who stand against 
w a r o r, fo r  th a t m a tte r, those 
who fo r  one reason o r another 
have in cu rre d  the e n m ity  o f 
the G .P .U .? The w rite rs  who 
spoke a t the Congress in  the 
nam e of A m erican  lite ra tu re  
and thought w ere : H enry  God­
dard  Leach (w h a t d id  he 
w r ite ? ) ; H e n d rik  W ille m  Van 
Loon, who can ’t  w a it fo r  the 
w a r to s ta r t; N ora  W ain (you 
know her w o rk  o f co u rse ); 
H enry  Seidel C anby; M a ry  
C olum ; B e rn a rd  de Voto (who, 
in c id e n ta lly , is  the ch ie f A m e r­
ican p ropagand ist fo r  P a re to ’s 
fasc is t p h ilo so p h y ;; W a lte r F . 
W hite ; D oro thy Thom pson; 
V era Deane; V incen t Sheean;
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R aym ond G ram  Sw ing; C a rl 
Van Doren and P ea rl Buck.

These, o f course, exhaust 
A m erican  le tte rs  and thought, 
and so there was no room  fo r 
Jam es T . F a rre ll.  John Dewey. 
Sidney Hook, Jam es R o rty , 
Lou is M . H acker and a ll such 
people in te rd ic ted  by the 
G .P .U .
DO RO THY THO M PSO N ’S 
LE F T -W IN G  D E B U T

This was D oro thy Thom p­
son’s debut in  such le ft-w ing  
c irc les , and she c le ve rly  ca­
tered to her audience. She ex­
pa tia ted  on the sub jec t o f the 
“ new s”  w h ich  cou ld  be p lanted 
on a new spaperm an. She had 
ju s t tw o exam ples: (1) K r iv it -  
sky had succeeded in  p lan ting  
h is a rtic les  on the ed ito rs of 
the S a turday E ven ing  Post 
(w ild  applause fro m  the aud i­
ence); (2) News fro m  abroad 
h in tin g  a t a pending agreem ent 
between H it le r  and S ta lin  was 
also p lan ted  (m ore w ild  ap­
plause fro m  the audience).

These tw o well-chosen exam ­
ples o f newspaper m is in fo rm a ­
tion  prov ided  M iss Thom pson 
w ith  the necessary background 
fo r  a num ber o f guarded re ­
m a rks  rega rd ing  the need fo r  
co llec tive  se cu rity . She d rew  
v iv id  p ic tu res  o f the psycho­
log ica l m iasm as inhe ren t in  
fascism  as com pared w ith  the 
ra r if ie d  heights o f the good, 
the tru e  and the be a u tifu l as 
presented by our dem ocracy.

C red it should be g iven where 
c re d it is  due. As spinners of 
m eaningless phrases, these 
“ dem ocra ts”  are the equals of 
the fasc is t demagogues.

I t  is easy to see how ra p id ly  
these “ an ti-fasc is ts ”  w il l  capi 
tu la te  before true  fasc ism , as 
th e ir  s im ila rs  d id  in  I ta ly  and 
G erm any. The o b je c tiv ity  
w h ich  they have ta u g h t them ­
selves to believe they possess 
is b u t a g a rm en t to cover th e ir  
in a b il ity  to th in k  outside o f es­
tab lished pa tte rns—and th e ir  
fu tu re  cap itu la tion .

To depend on them  to  p reven t 
fasc ism , to depend on any k ind  
o f a People's F ro n t, is  to  bu ild  
m a n k in d ’s present and fu tu re  
on sh iftin g  sands.

Who can believe th a t th is  
sm ug group, c lad  in  fu rs  and 
the la te s t fro m  P a ris  and Bond 
S treet, can help save A m erica  
o r any o ther co u n try  fro m  the 
ba rb a rism  to w h ich  ca p ita lism  
m ust re so rt in  o rd e r to  p ro tec t 
its  r ig h t to e xp lo it the masses?

There are few  th ings m ore  a d m irab le  and en­
courag ing than the w o rk  o f the sc ien tis t who ven­
tures in to  plague spo.s in  o rde r to iso la te , analyze 
and coun te ract the cause o f diseases and pes ti­
lences so th a t m ankind  m a y  be spared th e ir  ra v ­
ages. W ithou t p rospect o f m one ta ry  re w a rd  or 
in te re s t in  i t ,  unconcerned w ith  sensational and 
tra n s ie n t successes, he q u ie tly  r isks  his own life  
in  o rde r th a t the life  o f m an m ay be easier and 
sa fe r. Poisonous swam ps and jung les, poisonous 
beasts and m icrobes m us t be w iped ou t in  o rder 
th a t the hum an race sha ll no t be w iped out. S e lf­
lessly p e rfo rm in g  th is  noble task, he is indeed the 
price less se rvan t o f society, co u n te rp a rt in  an­
o ther fie ld  o f the ooun try  doctor, eulogized in  our 
recen t l ite ra tu re , who m in is te rs  conscientiously to 
bis flo ck  fo r  m iles  around and under the  m ost 
d if f ic u lt  c ircum stances.

The New School of 
Social Medicine

O f an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t k idney are the p ra c t i­
tioners  o f a new school o f socia l m edicine which 
has developed as a d is tin c tly  post-w ar phenom ­
enon. We do not mean the "so c ie ty  docto rs”  who 
p rescribe  harm less bu t expensive p ills  to  neurotic 
dowagers. The reference is to the re fo rm is t m edi 
cine m en who re a d ily  acknow ledge th a t cap ita lism  
is s ic k—some even say i t  is dy ing—b u t declare 
th a t they w il l  move heaven and e a rth  to b rin g  i t  
back to life . E ven  when i t  was young and lus ty , 
the bourgeoisie never d id  like  the om inous words 
o f M a rx  about the p ro le ta r ia t being the  grave 
d igger o f ca p ita lism . I t  likes  them  m uch less to ­
day, as i t  lis tens to its  a rte ries  harden and 
watches its  gangrenous lim bs  decay. H ow  re lieved 
i t  m us t fee l, then, to hear spokesmen o f the labor 
m ovem ent s ta te  th a t th e ir  e ffo rts  are henceforth 
d irec ted  tow ards doc to ring  and re juvena ting  the 
p a tie n t 1

Am ong the recen t p roducts o f the school are 
D r. D av id  Lasser and D r. H e rb e rt B en jam in , 
bosses o f the W orkers A lliance  o f A m e rica . T e s ti­
fy in g  before a Congressional C om m ittee, D r. Las ­
ser b lush ing ly  adm itted  th a t he used to be a socia l­
is t bu t now  believes in  ca p ita lism , believes in  
“ m a k in g  i t  w o rk ”  and is devoting h is  m odest ta l 
ents to seeing to i t  th a t i t  does w o rk . H is  tender 
sentim ents w ere echoed by D r. B e n ja m in , an ex­
re vo lu tio n is t and there fo re  s t i l l  a m em ber o f the 
C om m un is t p a rty , who also guaranteed to do his 
best to re lie ve  ca p ita lism  o f any and a ll m alad ies, 
fro m  gout, hern ia  and a r th r it is  to  leakage o f the 
h e a rt and w a te r on the knee.

I f  m em ory  serves us, i t  was e ith e r F r itz  Tarnow , 
head o f the G erm an trade  unions, D r. N aph tha li, 
his theo re tic ian , o r R udolph H ilfe rd in g , the G e r­
m an soc ia l-dem ocra tic  leader, who coined the 
phrase some ten years ago about subs titu ting  fo r  
the te r r ify in g  words “ g rave-d iggers o f c a p ita lis m ”  
the m ore  p leasant phrase "do c to rs  a t the sick-bed 
o f c a p ita lis m .”  In  any case, a ll three o f them  and 
th e ir  colleagues set to w o rk  res to ring  G erm an 
ca p ita lism  to hea lth . A fte r severa l years o f con­
tin u a l blood transfusions fro m  the w orkers  to  the 
cap ita lis ts , w h ich  le ft  the fo rm e r anem ica lly  hag­
gard  and para lyzed, w ith o u t sa tis fy ing  the increas­
in g ly  ir r i ta te d  pa tien t, the Nazis were ca lled  in  to 
take  up where the soc ia l-dem ocra tic  doctors were 
fo rced  to leave o ff. A lthough the p a tien t hasn ’t 
died, ne ithe r has he been cured ; b u t m any are 
those who now rea lize  th a t i f  the social-dem o­
c ra t ic  doctors had spent th e ir  tim e  fo r t ify in g  the 
w o rk in g  class to re s is t the e ffects o f c a p ita lis m ’s 
poisonous d is in teg ra tion , the B row n-sh irted  doc 
tors w ould  no t be where they are today.

The Way to Make 
Capitalism "Work"

B la n d ly  unconcerned w ith  the G erm an e xp e ri­
ence, the d is tinguished quacks, D rs. Lasser and 
B e n ja m in , have taken  the oath to “ m ake c a p ita l­
ism  w o rk .”  Now we do not deny th a t ca p ita lism , 
even today, can be made to “ w o rk "  a fte r a fash ­
ion. There is one in fa llib le  rem edy fo r  its  i l ls ,  the 
one th a t has sustained i t  th roughou t its  existence: 
a steady flo w  o f good, substan tia l p ro fit . I f  any ­
one ever d iscovered another w ay of m ak ing  c a p i­
ta lis m  w o rk , we have not been to ld  about it .  The 
flo w  o f p ro fit , r ic h  w ith  sh iny  ye llow  corpuscles, 
is  as indispensable to the life  o f ca p ita lism , as the 
flo w  o f blood is to the life  o f Lasser and B en jam in .

Now, as the la tte r  know—and who doesn’t?—the 
ca p ita lis ts  do no t m ake p ro f it  by ta k in g  in  each 
o th e r’s w ashing o r d r in k in g  up each o the r’s cham ­
pagne bottles. T hey m ake i t  ou t o f the la b o r of 
those they  em ploy in  th e ir  enterprises. W hat is 
m ore, p ro fits  are  no t m ade by ra is in g  the wages 
o f labo r and shorten ing  the w ork-day ; qu ite  the 
c o n tra ry . The longer the w ork-day , the  sm a lle r 
the wages, the fas te r the speed-up, the  m ore  in ­
tense the  exp lo ita tion—the h igher the p ro fit.

To accom plish  his task o f “ m ak ing  ca p ita lism  
w o rk ,”  the socia l doctor o f the new school m ust 
the re fo re  help the poor o ld in va lid  cu t wages, 
lengthen the w ork-day, cu t out “ w aste fu l and 
cos tly  s tr ik e s ,”  c u t down re lie f fo r  the "su rp lu s , 
superfluous popu la tion .”  The “ d ia le c tica l m e th ­
od”  o f the new socia l doctor consists in  saving 
ca p ita lism  by enslav ing  labo r, b rin g in g  co lo r to 
the cheeks of the ca p ita lis ts  by d ra in in g  i t  fro m  
the ve ins o f the w orke rs , p rese rv ing  the life  o f a 
decaying o rd e r by doom ing to m ise ry  and s ta rv a ­
tion  thè on ly  class capable o f estab lish ing  a hea l­
th y  socia l o rder.

T h a t is p rec ise ly  w ha t the Lassers and B e n ja ­
m ins have been doing. When they boasted before 
the in ve s tig a tin g  com m ittee  th a t they w ere o p ­
posed to s tr ikes  and discouraged them , they  were 
s ta ting  a tru th  o f key s ign ificance : sim ultaneous 
w ith  th e ir  announcem ent of devoted m ed ica l se r­
v ice  to d ecrep it ca p ita lism  they present th e ir  c re ­
dentia ls  as s tr ike -b reake rs . To  prove th a t th e y  are 
ready to “ m ake ca p ita lism  w o rk ”  they show how 
com p le te ly  they  have anesthetized and para lyzed 
the W .A .A .

L ike  a ll p ra c tis in g  doctors, they ought to  hang 
ou t a shingle. The fo llo w in g  te x t is  recom mended 
fo r  i t :

D r. Lasser & D r. B en jam in  
C onsulting P hys ic ians to  C ap ita lism

8upp ly  o f U nem ployed G uinea P igs on H and 
H e a lth y  F lo w  o f P ro fits  G uaranteed o r 
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