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By H AR O LD  ROBERTS
Speculation over the possi­

b ility  of a Stalin-H itler deal 
overshadowed all other pre­
war diplomatic developments 
in Europe this week.

Soundings going on both 
in Berlin and Moscow are 
now referred to in the press 
as undenied facts.

On both sides, o f course, 
this speculation is itself be­
ing used as a diplomatic weap­
on. By strengthening the im­
pression o f an impending deal 
between the Nazi dictator and 
the au toc ra t o f the K re m lin , 
the G erm ans hope to th row  a 
m onkey w rench in to the con­
tin u in g  Anglo-Soviet negotia­
tions. The Russians, fo r th e ir 
p a rt, p e rm it the same im p res­
sion to p re va il in  o rde r to 
fr ig h te n  the B r it is h  and the 
F rench  in to  o ffe ring  m ore a t­
tra c tiv e  te rm s fo r Soviet en try  
in to  th e ir  bloc.

F ire  U nder the Smoke
A t the same tim e  there  is 

p len ty  o f f ire  under a ll th is 
sm oke. I t  is  no t fo r noth ing 
th a t S ta lin  and H it le r  have both 
in  th e ir  pub lic  speeches in  the 
la s t few  m onths abandoned 
th e ir  m u tua l a ttacks upon each 
other. I t  is no t fo r  noth ing th a t 
the Nazi and Soviet press have 
cleared the path in  the same 
w ay by d ropp ing  e n tire ly  th e ir  
rec ip roca l m ud-s ling ing . The 
purge of M a x im  L itv in o v  last 
week fro m  the post of Soviet 
fo re ign  a ffa irs  com m issar ap 
pears undeniab ly to have has 
tened the parleys th a t have 
been going on between the two 
countries.

Now the chances of & G e r­
m an-Soviet “ non - aggression 
p a c t”  have become com m on 
ta lk  in  B e rlin , accord ing  to the 
correspondent o f the New Y o rk  
T im es. “ I t  is no secre t he re ,”  
he added, “ th a t the Soviet gov­
e rnm en t its e lf has been in  fa ­
vo r of such a developm ent. I t  
took active  steps to b rin g  i t  
about no t on ly  in  years past but 
as la te  as la s t F e b ru a ry .”  

P ressure on Poland
In  o ther words, H it le r  seems 

a t la s t to be lend ing an ear to 
the oft-m ade plea o f S ta lin  fo r 
a pac t th a t w ould leave G er­
m any free  to deal w ith  its  
Ang lo-French r iv a ls  and give 
S ta lin  a chance to s it a l it t le  
longer on his shaky throne.

I t  is G erm an pressure fo r a 
new p a rtit io n  of Poland th a t is 
b rin g in g  these developm ents 
ra p id ly  to a head. In  his speech 
to the Sejm  la s t F r id a y  Jozef 
Beck, d ip lom a tic  spokesman 
fo r  the tig h t l it t le  m ili ta ry  o li­
ga rchy  th a t ru les the Polish 
state, re jected  H it le r ’s demand 
fo r the re tu rn  of D anzig and a 
road across the Polish c o rr i­
dor. Since then H it le r  has been 
proceeding w ith  his usual ta c ­
tics  to isolate the Poles in  o r­
der the be tte r to cu t them  to 
pieces under m ore prop itious 
c ircum stances.

P a rt of his game is to sepa­
ra te  Poland fro m  the B a lt ic  
states. Am ong the la tte r he has 
a lready  established his pactua l 
predom inance w ith  L ith u a n ia  
and L a tv ia  and Esthonia  and 
F in land  are no t lik e ly  to defy 
h im .

Ita lia n  A lliance
A nother p a rt o f the same 

process is the consum m ation of 
the fo rm a l m ili ta ry  a lliance  be­
tween G erm any and I ta ly .  Th is 
serves the purpose o f bu rn ing  
m ore Ita lia n  bridges lead ing 
back to the Ang lo-French fold 
and s ilenc ing  Ita lia n  fears of 
being draw n into a w a r over 
Poland, the G erm ans argu ing  
th a t they w il l  be able to sw al-

(Continued on Page 3)

CIVIL RIGHTS 
ARE A CRIME 
IN HOBOKEN

Vies With Jersey 
City's Anti - Labor 
Hague Rule

Hoboken, New Jersey, under 
the stew ardsh ip  of M ayo r B e r­
nard M cFee ly , is  continu ing 
as a runner-up in  the race w ith  
M ayor H ague ’s Jersey C ity  fo r 
,he dubious honor o f estab lish ­
ing a record fo r suppression of 
c iv il libe rtie s  and an ti-labor ac­
t iv ity .

On M ay 8, H e rm an  Matson, 
re lie f c lie n t and outspoken op­
ponent of Hoboken's c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n , was a rrested  fo r 
,he c r im e  of d is tr ib u tin g  anti- 
M cFee ly  c irc u la rs  in  connec- 
,ion w ith  the fo llow ing  day 's  
m unic ipa l elections.

M atson stated th a t w h ile  d is ­
tr ib u tin g  the lea fle ts , he and 
his 14-year old son were at- 
acked by three m en who drove 

up in an autom obile . He as­
serted th a t Po lice Sergeant 
John B ea tty  saw the a ttack  but 
refused to a rre s t the assailants.

L a te r in  the same day, he was 
again set upon when he refused 
to drop charges aga inst P a tr ic k ' 
L isa , one of the th ree  men who 
had o rig in a lly  man-handled 
J im . A ll were then taken to 
he police sta tion  where Matson 
vas booked, but was not per­
m itted  to s ign a coun te r­
charge.

Th is is the second tim e  in  the 
cast yea r th a t Matson has been 
irres ted  by H oboken’s protec- 
ors fo r being unfortunate  
;nough to ge t beaten up by 
M cF ee ly ’s henchmen. In  Sep­
tem ber, 1938, he was slugged 
by a mob in a pa rk  w h ich  was 
heav ily  guarded by police. The 
itta cke rs  then, as now, were 
pe rm itted  to depart. A t tha t 
■ime, M atson ’s w ife  was also 
beaten, as a resu lt o f which 
she la te r suffered a m isca r­
riage.

By N A T  L E V IN E
Adolph A rno ld  Rubens, whose 

three accom plices were con­
v ic ted  las t week in  Federa l 
C ourt of a c r im in a l conspiracy 
to forge A m erican  passports, 
was id en tified  by fo rm e r head 
of the S ovie t’s M ili ta ry  In te ll i ­
gence in W estern Europe, W al­
te r G. K r iv its k y , as a fo rm e r 
secret serv ice  agent who se rv ­
ed under h im  in Moscow.

In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the B a l­
tim o re  Sun, M ay 5, K r iv its k y  
described “ R ubens”  as a Rus­
sian agent who, a fte r m any 
years of secre t service in  E u ­
rope, was d ispatched by the 
G .P .U . to the U n ited  States to 
organize a r in g  o f passport 
fo rgers. “ R ubens" was a L a t­
v ian  by b irth , nam ed E w a ld .

B ille d  fo r Moscow T r ia l
The a rre s t of “ R ubens”  in  

Moscow in O ctober. 1937, fo re ­
shadowed an a tte m p t to pass 
o ff th is secret serv ice  opera tive  
as a “ T ro ts k y is t.”  “ R ubens" 
was to have been used a t one 
o f the Moscow show tr ia ls  as a 
confessor to a “ T ro ts k y is t"  
p lo t aga inst S ta lin . The a rres t 
of his accom plices in A m erica , 
how ever, was an unforeseen 
com plica tion . T h a t he has now 
s Ppn ,-pvea leH  hv K r iv its k y  to 
have been a G .P .U . agent prob- 
ao iy  snatte rs the a ttem pted use 
of “ R ubens”  fo r such a Moscow 
show tr ia l.  “ Rubens’ ”  real 
id e n tity  as a G .P .U . agent was 
p rev ious ly  ind icated by the in ­
c iden t in  Moscow e a rly  in  1938, 
when M rs. Rubens, ja ile d  w ith  
her husband, refused the in te r­
vention o f the A m erican  E m ­
bassy on her behalf.

Soviet E m bassy ’s S tatem ent
M oscow ’s plans then to pass 

“ R ubens”  o ff as a “ T ro ts k y is t”  | 
became c lea r when the Soviet 
Em bassy in  W ashington, sh o rt­
ly  a fte r his a rres t, to ld  the 
press tha t the Robinson-Rubens 
couple “ m ig h t w e ll be T ro ts k y ­
is ts .”

Irke d  by an a ttack made 
upon h im  by E a r l B row der, 
A m erican  C om m unist P a rty  
head, K r iv its k y  declared th a t

E a r l B ro w d e r’s own s is te r 
w orked under h im  w ith  the fu l l  
knowledge o f her b ro ther.

“ She lived  and w orked under 
the name ’Gene M on tgom ery ’ 
in the N e therlands.”  K r iv its k y  
declared, “ and la te r in P aris  
in  the H ote l L u te tia , B ou levard  
R aspail. She operated under an 
A m erican  passport bearing the 
name of M ontgom ery, bu t she 
appa ren tly  escaped the fate 
su ffe red  in  Moscow by another 
fo rm e r opera tive  of m ine who, 
is w e ll known to the A m erican  
pub lic  as Robinson-Rubens.”  
K r iv its k y  Challenges B row der

K r iv its k y ’s disclosure tha t 
R ubens-Ew ald is a L a tv ia n  
th row s lig h t on his recourse to 
the L e ttish  w ing  o f the S ta lin is t 
m ovem ent in New Y o rk  fo r as­
sistance in opera ting  the pass­
p o rt ring . S im ila r ly , K r iv its k y ’s 
exp lana tion  th a t the C om m un­
is t P a rty  is a rese rvo ir fo r the 
G .P .U . exp la ins the S ta lin is t 
connections of the men conv ic t­
ed as “ R ubens’ ”  accom plices 
la s t week.

K r iv its k y  challenged the New 
Masses' descrip tion  of h im  as 
a m y th ica l genera l by assert­
ing, “ I  challenge E a r l B row der 
to speak out on the sub ject of 
m y id e n tity .”  He stated th a t to 
th is  date not a s ingle one of his 
reve la tions in the pub lic  press 
had been e ithe r challenged or 
answered by the o ff ic ia l S ta lin ­
is t press.

“ L itv in o ff Is  Doom ed”
On the d ra m a tic  purge of 

M ax im  L itv in o ff as C om m issar 
of the Sovie t F o re ign  O ffice, 
K r iv its k y  decla red:

“ L itv in o ff was the p ilo t of 
S ta lin 's  m aneuvers in dem o­
c ra tic  w aters. H is rem ova l can 
mean "but one th ing , nam ely, 
the end of the m ission w ith  
w hich he had been entrusted in 
recent years. The secre t dip- 

i lom acy w hich S ta lin  had p u r­
sued tow ard  appeasing H it le r  
is now com ing to the surface. 
In  s tr ik in g  ou t openly in the 
d irec tion  o f G erm any and 
I ta ly , ”  K r iv its k y  w en t on,
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COAL SHORTAGE 
SHOWS MIGHT OF 
MINE WORKERS

F.D.R. Ducks Closed 
Shop Issue; Bosses 
Get Wall Street Aid

( By Starr W ri te r )
N EW  Y O R K —As negotiations 

between representa tives o f the 
485,000 s tr ik in g  coal m iners  and 
the operators rem ained a t a 
s tands till ea rly  th is week a coal 
c ris is  developed in m a jo r in ­
d u s tr ia l centers.

The coal shortage gave a 
c lear p ic tu re  o f the trem endous 
m ig h t and power of the w ork  
ers in  th is  basic indus try , who 
are fig h tin g  to p reven t the re ­
tu rn  of an open shop era in  the 
m ine fie lds.

C u rta ilm e n t of v ita l subway 
service in th is  g ia n t m etropol 
itan  center resu lted fro m  the 
coal shortage, w hich is caused 
sole ly by the coal opera tors ' 
s tubborn resistance to union 
ism .

N egotiators fo r  the U nited 
Mine W orkers of A m erica  havr 
a lready com prom ised on a ll 
economic demands and ins is1 
only on a union shop and re 
m oval o f the pena lty  clause fo r 
s tr ikes  d u ring  co n tra c t agree 
ments.

Roosevelt Ducks Issue
Instead o f censuring the coal 

operators and th e ir reac tiona ry  
oampaign aga inst the U .M  
W.A. P res ident Roosevelt duck­
ed the whole issue in  h is mes­
sage to the negotia tors. He 
m ere ly asked fo r continuation 
of negotiations.

Considerable danger existed 
ha t R oosevelt's in te rven tion  
vould b ring  a phoney compro- 
nise im p a ir in g  the U .M .W .A . 
lo ld  over the m in ing  in dus try  
inless the negotia ting  co m m it­

tee o f John L. Lew is  and other 
top U .M .W .A . leaders stood 
' irm ly  fo r the union demands.

T a lk  around the nego tia to rs ’ 
m eeting room  ind icated that 
such a com prom ise would con­
sist of the union ob ta in ing  its  
ights in the Pennsylvan ia  and 
ith e r h ig h ly  organized fie lds, 
tu t th a t ce rta in  Southern oper 
dors would be pe rm itte d  to es­
cape fro m  dea ling  w ith  the 
tnion on a fa ir  basis.

Would Mean W arfare
Such action would g ive the 

lual union charte red  by the 
A .F .L ., the P rogressive M iners  
>f A m erica , a foothold in  the 
indus try  to begin a ju r isd ic tio n - 
i l w a r against, the U .M .W .A .

Since the in tra n s ig e n t coal 
operators are backed by s trong 
steel, u t i l i ty  and W all S treet 
rnnking in te rests, a v ic to ry  fo r 
he C .I.O. would be an e ffec tive  
•nswer to the present open 
-hop d rive  o f B ig  Business.

B loody H a rlan  County, Ken- 
ucky. scene of the w orst re ign  
>f te r ro r  aga inst unionism  
cnown in th is  coun try , has al- 
eady been the scene o f com- 
)any-d irected vio lence against 
>eaceful p ickets.

A ca ll fo r  the N ationa l G uard 
o p ro tec t scabs was m ade by 
he H a rlan  operators, who are 
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P resident Roosevelt sent a 
message to Congress on 
A p r il 27, proposing a W .P.A. 
budget fo r the fisca l year be­
g inn ing  Ju ly 1.

T ak ing  fo r granted th a t 
the P res iden t’s proposed 
budget w il l  be the one 
adopted, the W .P.A. A d m in ­
is tra tio n  im m ed ia te ly  took 
steps to drop 900,000 W .P.A. 
w orkers  from  the ro lls—tha t 
is, to slash the present ro lls  
of 2,800,000 down to below 
the m ax im um  o f 2,000.000 
provided by the P res iden t’s 
budget. Some 200,000 w ere 
fire d  la s t week, the rest w il l  
be fire d  before Ju ly  1.

Th is  is a ll ta k ing  place 
am id  silence — a silence 
w hich can only be ch a rac te r­

ized as a conspiracy of s i­
lence!

The R epublicans are s i­
len t because Roosevelt's 
budget does the d ir ty  job  fo r 
them . The D em ocrats are 
s ilen t— the “ r ig h t w in g ”  be­
cause Roosevelt makes th e ir 
in te rven tion  unnecessary, 
the “ le ft w in g ”  because 
they, like  Roosevelt, are p re ­
occupied w ith  but one th in g : 
bu ild ing  the w a r m achine 
and ta k in g  money fro m  ev­
ery source, inc lud ing  re lie f 
money, to finance th a t w a r 
m achine.

The C om m unist P a rty , 
p a rt of Roosevelt’s “ le ft 
w in g ”  is s ilen t because i t  
has become the w o rs t w a r­
m onger o f them  a ll;  and it

keeps s ilen t the so-called 
W .P.A. and unem ployed un­
ion, the W orkers A lliance  of 
A m erica , w h ich  the S ta lin ­
ists contro l.

B u t why are the labor 
leaders s ilen t?  When the 
P resident d id n ’t  help the 
coal s tr ike rs , John L . Lew is 
em itted  a roa r of d isappro­
va l. B u t John L . Lew is has 
responsib ilities, not only in 
his own b a iliw ic k , the U nited 
M ine W orkers, but also to 
the masses of the C .I.O ., of 
w hich he is the t i tu la r  head.

How long w il l  th is  consp ir­
acy of silence go on? As 
long as the w orkers , in the 
unions and on W .P .A ., per­
m it it.

Britain’s Ruling Class Is 
Maneuvering For A  
War A lliance W ith  U.S.

Expropriate the War 
Profiteers!

_______________________AN E D IT O R IA L _______________________

The capitalist press is filled these days with stories about 
taking profits away from the munitions makers, leaving 
them with just a “ reasonable" profit.

We’ve heard this before. Woodrow Wilson's world war 
began with the S A M E  K IN D  OF PRO PAG ANDA. And 
during that slaughter, prices actually were fixed by the 
government in some industries to permit only a “ reason­
able" profit.

What the capitalists took— aided and abetted by the 
government— as “ reasonable" profit is a matter of record. 
The facts were made public despite the desperate attempts 
o f the bankers and industrialists, senators and congress­
men, to suppress the facts. Popular pressure forced their 
publication— if  only in L IM IT E D  E D IT IO N S  of Senate 
Documents No. 248 and 259 in 1918 by the Government 
Printing Office. Here are some o f the facts:

In the CO AL IN D U S T R Y  185 companies raked in 
PRO FITS on H IG H L Y  W A T E R E D  capital stock rang­
ing from 100 per cent to 7,856 per cent. Nearly half the 
companies raked in profits E Q U A L TO  T H E IR  E N T IR E  
C A P IT A L  STOCK during 1917 alone.

During the last three years o f the world war. the Ameri­
can people P A ID  IN  N E T  PRO FITS  A SUM E Q U A L  
TO  E V E R Y  D O L L A R ’S W O R TH  OF STOCK OF 

■ A L L  T H E  C O AL C O M P A N IES  C O M B IN E D  at the 
companies' own valuation.

The M E A T  PAC KERS hogged profits ranging as 
high as 4,244 per cent.

I he C A N N IN G  C O M P A N IES  took 2,032 per cent.
The-W O O LEN  M IL L S  piled up 1.770 per cent.
The C LO T H IN G  A N D  D R Y  GOODS STORES. 

9.826 per cent.
The F U R N IT U R E  M A N U FA C TU R E R S , 3.295 per

cent.
Among the FLO U R  M IL LS , 84 o f the largest reported 

net profits o f more than 100 per cent and one company 
reported 2,628 per cent.

O f the BREAD A N D  B A K E R Y  C O M PAN IES , the 
big shots squeezed the American people for more than 100 
per cent-

And the S 1 E E L  M IL L S  stretched their interpretation 
of “ reasonable" to cover a profit as high as 290.999 per 
cent o f what T H E Y  considered the business worth.

From the reports compiled by the United States gov­
ernment in 1918 it is absolutely clear that the American 
people during the last world war P A ID  IN  PRO FITS TO 
1 H E  tA P I  1A L IS 1  O W NERS of the basic industries 
of the United States M O RE T H A N  T H E  E N T IR E  
V A L U A T IO N  set by tfie capitalists themselves on these 
industries.

The Government report lists as the cause o f this profi­
teering “ IN O R D IN A T E  GREED A N D  BAR EFAC ED  
F R A U D ." Despite price fixing, says Document No. 248. 
the owners o f industry were “ S TR E N G T H E N E D  IN  
T H E IR  P O SIT IO N  and E N R IC H E D  BY PRO FITS 
W H IC H  A R E  W IT H O U T  PR E C E D E N T."

The experience of the war and the profiteering which 
resulted, says the report, shows that government price 
fixing is “ F R A U G H T  W IT H  H A R D S H IP  TO  T H E  
C O N SU M IN G  P U B LIC ."

The profiteers juggled their accounts, padded deprecia­
tion. increased officers' salaries inordinately, included in­
terest on investment as a cost, recorded new construction 
as repairs, gave fictitious valuations to inventories, and 
then A D D E D  a “ reasonable”  PRO FIT.

The proposals of Roosevelt s propaganda machine to 
eliminate profiteering in the coming world war. like the 
proposals o f Woodrow W ilson’s propaganda machine, are 
a FR A U D  A N D  A BAR EFAC ED  C H E A T.

The only way to eliminate similar profiteering is by 
EX P ROPR1 A T  IN  G W IT  H O U T  CO AI PEN SAT I ON 
not only the munitions industries, but A L L  the great basic 
industries.

The experience o f the last world war shows that the 
workers C A N N O T TR U S T the C A P IT A L IS T S , or a 
government which represents the capitalists, to run these 
industries without P R O FITEE R IN G . They must be E X ­
P R O P R IA TE D  W IT H O U T  C O M P E N S ATIO N  and 
run U N D E R  T H E  C O N TR O L A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  
OF T H E  W ORKERS.

That is the O N L Y  W A Y  TO  E L IM IN A T E  PR O FI­
TEERING.

Senator Nye Reads 
British Propaganda 
Work Into Record

It the British ruling class 
has anything to say about .it—’ 
and it has— the United States 
w ill be lighting on the side 
o f England in the coming 
war. As in the last war, the 
U. S.. ostensibly an ally of 
Britain, w ill o f course be 
fighting for its own imperial­
ist aims.

A revelation o f British 
propaganda intentions was 
read into the Congressional 
Record on A pril 25 by Sena­
tor Nye o f North Dakota 
from a British work. “ Propa­
ganda in the Next W ar."

Senator Nye stated that 
l it t le  is known o f its a u th o r, 
Sidney Roger son, b u t added 
(hat the m an superv is ing  the 
ed iting  of i t  is the not-unknown 
Capt. L id d e ll H a rt, associated 
w ith  the London T im es, and a 
recognized a u th o r ity  on m i l i ­
ta ry  a ffa irs . Am ong H a r t ’s 
w orks are inc luded joint, au­
thorsh ip  of the B r ilis h  o ff ic ia l 
m anual, “ In fa n lry  T ra in in g ,”  
and the ed iting  of a trea tise  on 
“ S m a ll A rm s T ra in in g .”  

Handbook fo r P ropagandists
“ P ropaganda in  the N ext 

W a r”  appa ren tly  was prepared 
as a handbook fo r B r itis h  p rop ­
a g a n d is t . I t  was m ost c e rta in ­
ly  no t m eant fo r pub lic  con­
sum ption . So fa r  as is knowh, 
on ly one copy of the book found 
its  w ay into th is  coun try , and 
i t  was fro m  th is  copy th a t Sen­
a to r Nye quoted the chapter on 
“ Enem ies, N eu tra ls , and A l­
l ie s .”

Rogerson c la im s  hoastfu lly  
th a t B r itis h  propaganda got us 
in to the la s t w ar.

“ F o r some t im e ,”  says Rog­
erson. “ the issue as to w hich 
side the U nited Slates w ould 
take  hung in the balance and in  
the fin a l re su lt was a c re d it to 
our propaganda. We w e r e  
helped by the carelessness of 
the G erm ans. . . . We w ere a l­
m ost as thorough (as the Ger^ 
mans) though less b la ta n t in  
our methods. Am ong our m u lt i­
fa rious a c tiv itie s  was the sup­
ply o f a re g u la r B r itis h  news 
sheet to no few er than 360 sm a ll 
A m erican  new spapers."

One m aster s troke  was the 
appeal to A m erican  Jews, says 
Rogerson: “ D u ring  the G re a t 
W ar we bought o ff th is  huge 
A m erican  Jew ish pub lic  by the 
prom ise o f the Jew ish na tiona l 
home in Palestine, held by Lu- 
dendorf to be the m aster stroke 
of A llie d  propaganda as i t  en­
abled us not on ly  to appeal to 
Jews in A m erica , but to Jews 
in G erm any as w e ll.”

G u llib le  A m ericans
Rogerson fra n k ly  adm its  the 

use o f " a tr o c ity ”  propaganda. 
“ A tro c ity  propaganda w ill be 
less e ffec tive  w ith  neu tra ls  in  
the n e x t w a r. They have been 
oated w ith  i t  in peace.”  B u t 
i t ’s s t i l l  good s tu ff fo r fa t-head­
ed A m ericans. A m erican  news 
reel men, the book states, 
"should be f ir s t  to be allow ed 

to ’shoot’ p ic tu res  of a ir  ra ids  
n o rde r th a t the p roper volum e 
of p ic to r ia l ‘h o rro r ’ w i l l  be 
iva ila b le  in  one o f the few  
g rea t countries where ‘a tro c ity  
propaganda' w il l  s t i l l  be oper­
a tiv e .”

Em otions of A m ericans can 
■>e played on. A m ericans are 
(he “ g rea t cham pions o f the 
>ppressed." and they are the re ­

fore  “ m ore susceptib le than 
most peoples to mass sugges­
tio n ."

Y e t Rogerson does not under­
estim ate the d iff ic u ltie s  in ­
volved in  ge tting  A m ericans to 
fig h t <on the “ r ig h t”  s ide), nor 
is the fa c t ignored th a t the sup­
ports to w h ich  the desired prop- 

(Continucd on Page 3)
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By B. J. WIDICK
Two m ergers in vo lv in g  fou r 

C .I.O . unions are tak ing  place 
th is  m onth.

A fte r a long cam paign by the 
P u r W orkers union, the N a tion ­
a l Lea the r W orkers Association 
Recently voted to jo in  w ith  the 
fu r r ie rs  in  a proposed In te rn a ­
tio n a l P u r and Lea ther W orkers 
U nion of the U n ited  States and 
Canada.

T h is  week-end the fu r  w o rk ­
ers, opened th e ir convention in 
A tla n tic  C ity . A pp rova l of the 
am a lgam ation  w h ich  its  execu­
tive  board recom m ends is con­
s idered a foregone conclusion.

The P u r W orkers convention 
is openly and fla g ra n tly  dom in­
ated by the S ta lin is ts , headed 
by the notorious Ben Gold, 
p resident of the union.

Factional Capital
G old expects to m ake m uch 

fa c tio n a l ca p ita l out o f the m e r­
ger. The D a ily  W orker in fo rm s 
iu i unsuspecting w orld  th a t th is 
m erge r, accord ing to M r. Gold, 
w il l  jo in  100,000 w orkers togeth­
e r. Convention delegates are 
being to ld  the same th ing .

The C .I.O . News, however, 
c la im s  no m ore than 50.000 
m em bers fo r the fu r r ie rs  and 
4,500 fo r  the lea therw orkers . 
G o ld ’s exaggerations are de­
signed to bo lste r his fad ing  
prestige in  h is own union.

T h is  beloved leader o f the 
masses obtained a m easly vote 
o f 252 out of 3,500 m em bers in  
h is own local union as delegate 
to the convention!

H is whole ad m in is tra tio n  is 
so u tte r ly  b ankrup t th a t on ly a 
tra g ic  m is take  in tac tics  by 
progressive forces re turned his 
Clique to power. G o ld ’s election 
m aneuvers w ere so revo lting  
(ru lin g  m em bers out o f vo ting  
rig h ts , den ia l o f im p a rt ia l 
w atchers a t e lection booths, 
e tc.) th a t the progressives de­
cided to boycott the election.

Less than 1,400 m em bers in  
the New Y o rk  area ou t o f 15,- 
000 voted in  th is  e lection.

Progressives w ith in  the lea ­
the r w orkers  know these facts. 
They rea lize  th a t w ith in  the 
proposed In te rn a tio n a l F u r and 
L ea the r W orkers U nion, Gold 
and his S ta lin is t m achine w ill 
seek to ga in  com plete dom ina­
tion  over the lea ther d iv is ion .

On the o ther hand, the m e r­
ger enables the progressive 
forces w ith in  both d iv is ions to 
un ite  and oust the bankrup t 
S ta lin is t m is leadersh ip .

Another Merger
A m erge r between the U n ited  

T e x tile  W orkers U nion and the 
T e x tile  W orkers O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee  is scheduled a t the 
five -day  nationa l conventions of 
these organizations in  P h ila d e l­
ph ia  on M ay 15.

M otive  behind the sudden d is ­
p lay  o f-dem ocracy on the p a rt 
o f the H illm a n  m achine is  the 
a tte m p t to o ffse t the reaction ­
a ry  s p lit  fro m  the C.I.O . o f 
F ra n c is  J. G orm an, fo rm e r 
v ice-president of the U .T .W .U . 
w ith  a sm a ll group of locals.

Since the hosiery w orkers 
federa tion  and the dyers fede r­
a tion, both s trong ly  entrenched 
in  th e ir  respective industries, 
w il l  p a rtic ip a te  in  the conven­
tion  of the T .W .O.C., i t  should 
be liv e ly . I t  w il l  take a lo t of 
pa tch ing  up behind the scenes 
to rem ove some o f the an tag­
onism  w e’ve heard expressed 
aga inst the H illm a n  m achine.

U nder present p lans, the te x ­
t ile  union and the T.W .O.C. lo­
cals w il l  each hold a separate 
convention fo r a few  days, un­
t i l  the proposed m erge r is ap­
proved. Then they w il l  un ite 
in to  a s ingle convention.

C h ie f bone o f contention a t 
the te x tile  convention w il l  be 
the scram b le  fo r pa id  jobs. 
L a ck  of finances prevents H il l ­
m an fro m  se ttling  such p rob ­
lem s the easy w ay: a job  fo r 
every  o ff ic ia l.

Am ong the o ther tragedies of 
the C.T.O. is the fa c t th a t the 
te x tile  indus try  d rive  d id n ’t  live  
up to advance expectations. 
O u t o f 1,250,000 w orkers  the 
T.W .O.C. now c la im s 200,000 
under con trac t (a year ago, the 
f ig u re  o f 500,000 used to be toss­
ed around b land ly .) Another
176,000 w orkers w ill be covered 
under contracts  now being ne­
gotia ted, the union c la im s.

P lann ing  o f a serious organ­
iz ing  d rive  should be one o f the 
b ig  jobs of the m erged unions. 
O ver 120,000 te x tile  w orkers  
w il l  get wage increases under 
the wages and hours law  in  
J u ly . An aggressive cam paign 
cen te ring  around the fa c t th a t 
C .I.O . pressure b rough t th is  
bene fit could b rin g  these w o rk - • 
ers in to  the fo ld .

W h a t Do the Amendments to the Wagner A c t  
Mean for the American Working Class?. . . By ALBERT 

G O L D M A N
W hatever benefits the w o rk ­

ers can s t i l l  de rive  fro m  the 
N ational Labo r R ela tions A c t 
. W agner A c t) would be done 
iw a y  w ith  by the am endm ents 
proposed by the N ationa l Asso- 
o i a t i o n o f M anu factu re rs  
T ro u g h  Senator B u rke  o f Ne­
braska and p a r t ia lly  by the 
im endm ents  o ffe red  by the 
A .F .L . bureaucra ts through 
Senator W alsh of Massachu- 
;etts.

The o rig in a l effectiveness of 
he W agner A c t has been de­
stroyed to a g rea t ex ten t by 
hree decisions of the U n ited  
States Supreme C ourt. In  the 
i ’ansteel case i t  was declared 
-hat w orkers who p a rtic ip a te  
n any sit-dow n s tr ik e  o r in  any 

way v io la te  any law  are to lose 
he p riv ileges  they have under 
he W agner A c t. In  another 

case the same co u rt decided 
ha t i f  a union is found to have 
>roken a co n tra c t w ith  an e m ­
ployer i t  loses its  r ig h t under 
,he A c t, and in  s t i l l  another 
',ase the honorable jus tices de­
reed th a t find ings  of fa c t by 
he N a tiona l Labo r B oard  are 
;ub ject to be review ed by the 
courts.

These th ree  decisions re- 
luced the effectiveness o f the 
Act by m ore than seventy-five  
percent. The am endm ents p ro ­
posed by the A .P .L . would l im it  
.he A c t s t i l l  fu r th e r, w h ile  those 
proposed by the em ployers 
,vould m ake of i t  a ve ry  dan­
gerous weapon against the 
w ork ing  class.

* * *
In  its  o rig in a l fo rm , w ithou t 

he m od ifica tions  in troduced by 
he decisions of the Supreme 
lo u r t,  the W agner A c t had suf- 
ic ie n t m e r it to ju s tify  its  being 
supported by a ll sections of the 
labor m ovem ent.

B a s ica lly  i t  was the upsw ing 
n the business cycle  th a t fa c ii-  
ta ted a s trong o rgan iz ing  
novem ent in  the years of 1936 
ind  1937. The g rea t organiza- 
,ion cam paign th a t brought 
lundreds of thousands o f w ork- 
;rs  in to the auto union came 
vs a re su lt o f the m ili ta n t s it- 
lown s tr ikes  and no t because 
pf re liance on the W agner A ct. 
When the reaction  to the busi- 
less upsw ing came in  the la t­
e r p a rt o f 1937 the W agner A ct 
;ould not and d id not p reven t a 
remendous drop in  union mem - 
pership, especia lly  in  those 
vnions th a t w ere organized 
a fte r its  enactm ent.

B u t even as a fa c to r o f sec- 
pndary im portance  the W agner 
•Vet proved bene fic ia l and L a ­
bor should no t on ly  prevent 
im endm ents th a t w ould fu r- 
,her destroy its  effectiveness 
put should press fo r amend- 
nents th a t would enable Labor 
:o use i t  m ore  e ffe c tive ly  fo r 
ts own interests.

♦  *  *

BOSSES W OULD TRAN SFO R M  
-A W  IN TO  OPPOSITE

E ve r since the W agner Act 
went in to  e ffect, the em ployers 
lave been w h in ing  about its  in ­
equa lity  because, forsooth, il 
on ly  p ro h ib its  u n fa ir labor prac

tices by the em ployers and not 
by the em ployees. Senator 
BUrke has in troduced an 
am endm ent w h ich  w ould ban 
“ u n fa ir labor p ra c tice s ”  by the 
w orkers. Th is  am endm ent is 
the m ost im p o rta n t one fo r the 
em ployers and should i t  pass i t  
would not on ly destroy w ha t­
ever good there is in  the W ag­
ner A c t but i t  would ac tua lly  
.rans fo rm  i t  in to  a ve ry  dan­
gerous weapon in the hands o f 
-he bosses. E ve ry th in g  th a t is 
usually done by a union o rgan ­
izer in  o rde r to b rin g  the w o rk ­
ers in to the union would consti­
tute an u n fa ir labor p ractice  
and w ould be p roh ib ited  under 
-severe penalties.

The em ployers also w an t the i

r ig h t to pe tition  the Labor 
Board fo r elections: Such a p ro ­
v is ion would g ive them  a 
chance to have an eleotion be­
fore  the union has succeeded 
in o rgan iz ing  a m a jo r ity  of the 
w orkers and thus assure, fo r a 
year a t least, the continuance 
of non-union conditions.

The A .P .L . bureaucra ts  have 
jo ined hands w ith  the bosses in 
asking fo r such an am endm ent.

Another am endm ent the em ­
ployers w an t would take  away 
p ra c t ic a lly  a ll im p o rta n t func­
tions fro m  the Labo r Board and 
tu rn  them  over to the Federa l 
courts. I t  w ould be dangerous 
fo r the w orkers  to re ly  upon 
any p a rt ic u la r  ind iv id u a ls  who 
happen to constitu te  the Labo r

COAL CRISIS GROWS MORE ACUTE 
AS MINERS DISPLAY STRENGTH

An Alien— His 
Family Has No 
Right to Live

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
M E R ID E N , Conn., M ay 4— 

Three-year-old F lorence Sor- 
tw ie ck i is dead today. A ll be­
cause her fa th e r is an a lien.

S tanley Sorow iecki was 
dropped fro m  the W .P .A . three 
weeks ago because he was an 
a lien. T h a t he had lived  and 
worked in  th is  c ity  fo r tw enty 
years and had e igh t ch ild ren  
made no d iffe rence to the AU- 
V m erican W .P .A . big shots. 
T h a t he was the sole support of 
these e igh t ch ild ren  also made 
no d iffe rence—he was an a lien.

W hile M r. Sorow iecki was 
ooking fo r w o rk  and his w ife  
was busy a t the C ity  W elfare 
D epartm ent p leading fo r  an or- 
le r  to re p a ir he r c h ild re n ’s 
••hoes, l it t le  F lorence was bu rn ­
ed to death when her dress ig ­
n ited w h ile  she was p lay ing  
w ith  m atches on the k itchen  
floo r.

I t  is indeed iro n ica l th a t th is  
vragedy should take  place in 
the c ity  tha t, on ly tw o weeks 
ago was able to h ire  tw en ty-s ix  
extra  policem en to p a tro l a 
p icke t line  o f the Steel W ork­
ers O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee  a t 
the s tru ck  B rad ley  & H ubbard 
M fg . Co. p lan t, and now shows 
its u tte r d isregard  fo r the lives 
of its  unem ployed and th e ir  
'a m ilie s  by its  re fusa l to in s ti­
tu te an e ff ic ie n t system  o f re ­
lie f th a t w il l  guarantee the 
safety of the re lie f rec ip ien ts.

S tanley Sorow iecki is an a li­
en. . . H edoesn ’t  have to ea t o r 
pay ren t. A t least th a t m ust be 
w hat F .D .R . believes.

(Continued from  Page 1)
determ ined to break the con­
trac ts  they were forced la s t fa ll 
to sign w ith  the U .M .W .A . a fte r 
the conv ic tion  o f em p lo ye r’s as­
sociation leaders on c r im in a l 
charges.

States Refuse R e lie f
A m a jo r re lie f c ris is  has been 

reached in s tr ike  areas because 
o f the re fusa l o f state and local 
governm ents to a llow  s tr ik e  re ­
lie f. O ver 100,000 West V irg in ia  
m iners  were in fo rm ed  they 
were not e lig ib le  fo r any re lie f 
under a re ac tiona ry  ru lin g  of 
the state adm in is tra tio n . Scores 
o f D em ocra tic  and R epublican 
p a rty  o ff ic ia ls  who entered o f­
fice  through assistance o f o r­
ganized labo r's  vote have ex­
posed them selves as ope ra to rs ’ 
tools.

P ow erfu l pressure o f the

Trial of 5 Akron 
Yipsels Postponed

(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 
AKR O N , O.. M ay 9.—T r ia l of 

the five  youths a rrested  fo r d is ­
tr ib u tin g  lea fle ts  of the A kron  
branch of the Young People ’s 
Socia lis t League (F ou rth  In te r ­
na tiona l) has been “ postponed 
in d e fin ite ly .”

F o llow ing  th e ir  action  in  f i l ­
ing fo r a ju ry  tr ia l ,  the youths, 
B u rr M cC loskey, W illia m  Rus­
sell, John Schufle, D onald C a r­
per and Sol G oldberg, were in- 
:'ormed th a t the M un ic ipa l 
Jou rt docket was “ so crow ded”  
tha t i t  was im possib le to set a 
date fo r  the tr ia l.

C ity-W ide Issue 
The five  boys were arrested 

M arch 31 in  fro n t of C entra l 
l ig h  School w h ile  d is tr ib u tin g  
eafle ts in  th e ir “ Jobs fo r 
Y outh”  cam paign. F o llow ing  
h e ir release on bond, police 
jff ic ia ls  threatened to suppress 
he o rgan iza tion  by dec la ring  

its a c tiv itie s  ille g a l.
M a insp ring  in  the a ttack 

upon the Y .P .S .L . was J . Ray 
it in e , p r in c ip a l o f C en tra l and 
neo-Fascist crusader.

C onfronted w ith  the a ttack , 
he Y .P .S .L . made a c ity -w ide  
ssue o f the case, and ca rr ie d  
it to the labor m ovem ent in  a 
ea fle t. S tine, the police and 

C ham ber of C om m erce beat a 
hasty re tre a t when th is  unex­
pected opposition developed.

C .I.O. in  P ennsylvan ia  forced 
the R epublican adm in is tra tio n  
to g ive p a rtia l assistance to 
s tr ik e rs ’ fa m ilie s  there.

Union Demands Reasonable
The reasonableness of the 

U .M .W .A . demand fo r the union 
shop has been adm itted  even 
by p a rt o f the operators who 
know th a t the union has over 
95% of the in d u s try  organized.

The coal s tr ik e  began on 
A p r il 1 w ith  the fa ilu re  of the 
operators to renew the p re v i­
ous agreem ent w ith  the union 
shop guarantees. I t  invo lved
320.000 so ft coal m iners.

Soon the union ca lled another
100.000 so ft coal m iners  to p re ­
pare fo r  a sym pa thy  w a lk-ou t 
as an answer to th rea ts  o f the 
operators th a t the C .I.O . was 
going to be busted now. Thous­
ands o f m ore m ine rs  jo ined the 
w a lk -ou t la s t week as a resu lt.

In  add ition . 100.000 hard coal 
m iners  are also on s tr ik e  over 
the f la t  re fusa l of the A ppa la ­
chian operators to renew a p re ­
vious con trac t, w hich exp ired 
two weeks ago.

E ffo rts  o f John R. Steelman, 
Federa l co n c ilia to r, to put 
through a m a ke sh ift com pro­
m ise have thus fa r  fa iled . He 
has been acting  as R oosevelt’s 
representa tive  in  the s itua tion .

Board. N ot on ly is i t  lik e ly  th a t 
lib e ra ls  w ill w il t  under p res­
sure, but i t  is  ce rta in  th a t a 
tu rn  in  thé wheel o f po litics  
w il l  b rin g  reactionaries  o f the 
w orst k ind in to  the Board. 
G enera lly  speaking, however, 
the Federa l courts are fa r  m ore 
ce rta in  to g ive a ll the breaks to 
the pro tection  o f p rope rty  
righ ts . Labo r has a g rea te r 
chance to in fluence m em bers 
o f the Labo r Board than judges 
of the Federa l Courts. The 
bosses, w e ll awai'e o f tha t, are 
anxious to have th e ir  cases 
tr ied  by th e ir trusted  servants 
ra th e r than take a chance on 
newcom ers.

*  *  *

A .F .L . A M E N D M E N T S  
SER VE BOSSES

The am endm ents o ffered by 
the A .F .L . leadership are in ­
tended to serve the na rrow  in ­
terests of th a t leadersh ip  and 
th is  necessarily  means th a t 
they w il l  also serve the in te r­
ests of the em ployers. One 
am endm ent has as its  purpose 
to guard the c ra f t  fo rm  o f o r­
ganization. Another am end­
m ent is intended to g ive  the 
em ployers g rea te r "fre e d o m  of 
speech.”  B y  th a t is m eant tha t 
the em ployers, in  case of any 
c o n flic t between the A .F .L . and 
C .I.O ., should have the r ig h t to 
in fluence the w orkers  in  favo r 
of the A .F .L . A th ird  am end­
m ent has as its  a im  to p revent 
the B oard  fro m  in va lid a tin g  
contracts entered in to  between 
the A .F .L . and em ployers.

I t  is a notorious fa c t th a t 
some A .F .L . bureaucra ts have 
succeeded in  g e tting  em ployers 
to s ign a con trac t w ith  them  
when there was danger of an 
e ffec tive  o rgan iza tion  cam ­
paign by the C .I.O . U nder such 
circum stances the A .F .L . is  
no th ing  bu t a com pany union 
and in  severa l instances the 
C .I.O. has been successful in  
ge tting  the Labo r B oard  to in ­
va lida te  such contracts . The 
A .F .L . top leaders w an t to re ­
s tr ic t the r ig h t of the B oard  to 
declare such contracts  n u ll and 
void. T h a t such an am endm ent 
v i l l  u lt im a te ly  be used against 
the A .F .L . by the bosses is 
som ething th a t the A .F .L . lead­
ership is  too th ick-headed to 
realize.

The charge th a t John L . 
Lew is  made to the e ffec t th a t

the A .F .L . leaders consulted 
the em ployers before proposing 
th e ir am endm ents can a lm ost 
be accepted w ith o u t evidence 
because the am endm ents would
in fa c t benefit the em ployers.

*  *  *

NOT ENO UG H 
TO STAND PAT

The s tra tegy  of the C.I.O . o f­
fic ia ls , in  com bating  the cam ­
paign fo r am ending the W agner 
Act, has been to ins is t th a t the 
Act needs no am ending. B u t 
<he fa c t rem ains th a t the A c t 
does requ ire  am ending.

I t  requ ires am ending in  o r­
der to enable i t  to serve the 
purpose o rig in a lly  intended fo r  
it. I t  requ ires am ending in  o r ­
der to destroy the m od ifica tions 
in troduced by the Supreme 
C ourt in  the Fanstee l and other 
decisions. The Supreme Court, 
has cu t the A c t’s effectiveness 
and now i t  is necessary to have 
tha t effectiveness restored and 
strengthened. And th a t can be 
done only by am ending the A ct.

To be aga inst the am end­
ments o ffered by the em ploy­
ers and the A .F .L . o ffic ia ls  is 
co rrec t bu t i t  is no t enough.

An am endm ent is necessary 
.which would sta te  c le a rly  and 
unam biguously th a t no alleged 
or actua l v io la tio n  o f any State 
or F edera l La w  o r any c ity  o r ­
dinance by any w orke r should 
deprive  such w o rke r o f the p r iv ­
ileges conferred  upon h im  by 
the W agner A c t. The am end­
m ent should go fu r th e r and 
state th a t noth ing th a t the un­
ion does w h ich  is c la im ed to be 
in v io la tion  of any co n tra c t o r 
law  should cause i t  to lose its  
rig h ts  under the A ct.

Such an am endm ent would at 
least restore to the W agner A c t 
the effectiveness i t  was sup­
posed to have o r ig in a lly . As a 
m a tte r of fa c t, even i f  the C .I. 
O. bureaucra ts wanted noth ing 
m ore than to have the A c t re ­
m a in  as is, good s tra tegy  
should have d ic ta ted  the neces­
s ity  o f proposing its  own 
amendm ents.

O nly m ili ta n t action  w il l  suc­
ceed in  o rgan iz ing  the unorgan­
ized. The w orkers  m ust neve r­
theless ins is t on the passage of 
an act w h ich  w il l  recognize 
th e ir absolute r ig h t to  organize 
w ithou t in te rfe rence  by bosses 
o r courts.

Government Contracts Show 
Extent of War Preparations

(S pecia l to  the S ocia lis t A ppea l)
W ASHING TO N. D. C., M ay 

5. A t the conclusion of the 
f ir s t  q u a rte r of the year 1939, 
and since the W alsh-IIea ley A c t 
w ent in to  e ffect Septem ber 28, 
1936, 13,125 contracts valued at 
$907,379.687 were reported  to 
the D iv is ion  of P ub lic  C ontracts 
as hav ing  been aw arded to con­
tra c to rs  th roughout the U n ited  
States and its  te rr ito r ie s , con­
ta in ing  agreem ents to com p ly  
w ith  the s tipu la tions o f the 
W alsh-Healey P u b lic  C ontracts 
A ct.

An investiga tion  o f w hat F ed ­
e ra l D epartm ents have been 
the bene fic ia ries  of these con­
tra c ts  bear ou t the c la im s of 
the Socia list Appeal th a t the

Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n , w ith  
a ll its  sobbing fo r the "u n d e r­
dog, e tc., e tc .”  is pursu ing  a 
consistent p ro -w ar po licy , and 
p repa ring  fo r another s laughter 
fo r “ dem ocracy.”

O f the 13,125 contracts 
aw arded d u ring  the above s ta t­
ed period. 45% (5,871) were
awarded by the N avy  and W ar 
D epartm ents. O f the $907,379,- 
687 spent on P ub lic  C ontracts 
by the va rious fede ra l d e pa rt­
m ents, $573,674,000.27 or 63>4% 
of the to ta l am ount was used 
oy these departm ents. These 
figu res are not a fig m e n t of the 
im ag ina tion  o f an an ti-w a r ag i­
ta to r bu t ra th e r are the figu res  
issued by the U.S. D epartm ent 
of Labor in  its  Q u a rte rly  P ub lic  
C ontracts R eport.

W eekly Record
U sing the week ended A p ril 

29 as an exam ple (by no means 
an isolated exam ple : we use i t  
here because i t  is  the la s t week 
reported  by the Labo r Dept.) 
one can see the in tens ity  w ith  
which the ad m in is tra tio n  is 
bu ild ing  its  w a r m achine. D u r­
ing  th a t week 146 contracts 
were aw arded. O f these, 80 
were awarded by the W ar or 
N avy departm ents ! The to ta l 
va lue o f these 146 contracts  
awarded am ounts to $5,385,- 
859.94. W hile i t  is  im possib le  a t 
th is  tim e  to g ive the exact 
am ount and percentage o f the 
$5,385,859.94 th a t was used in 
the 80 contracts  awarded by 
the W ar and N avy , one can say 
w ith o u t exaggeration th a t a t 
least 75% of th a t am ount went 
to these departm ents.

A basis fo r  such an estim ate 
can be found by considering 
tw o of these 80 contracts. U n ­
der the heading “ T ra n sp o rta ­
tion  E q u ip m e n t”  <! ! )  can be 
found a co n tra c t aw arded to 
the Douglas A ir c ra ft  Co., In c ., 
E l Segundro. Cal. by the N avy 
D epa rtm ent fo r  “ A irp lanes and 
Spare P a rts ”  am ounting  to 
$1,516,357; under “ O ther M a­
c h in e ry ”  ( ! ! )  a co n tra c t aw ard ­
ed by the W ar D epa rtm ent to 
the W inchester R epeating A rm s 
Co., New H aven, Conn., fo r  
" r i f le s ”  am ounting  to $1,384,- 
500.00.

Challenge of Youth 
Will Increase 
Frequency of Issue

The increase in  the frequency 
o f appearance o f the C H A L­
L E N G E  O F YO U TH , fro m  a 
m on th ly  to a tw ice -m on th ly , de­
cided upon by the N ationa l 
Council o f the Young Peoples 
S ocia lis t League a t its  na tiona l 
m eeting  in  A kron, Ohio, in  
A p r il,  is  speedily being rea l 
ized.

The cam paign to ra ise  a fund 
of $500 to guarantee pub lica tion  
of the tw ice-a-m onth du ring  its 
f i r s t  period is m eeting w ith  re ­
sponse fro m  m any fr iends  of 
the Y .P .S .L . as w e ll as fro m  its 
m em bers. Though the actua l 
cash on hand is s t i l l  fa r  sho rt of 
the goal, the m any pledges 
fro m  supporter’s o f the Y .P . 
S.L. and the a c tiv itie s  planned 
by un its  of the o rgan iza tion  to 
ra ise m oney, ind ica te  th a t the 
cam paign is w ith in  s tr ik in g  d is­
tance of success.

T H E  C H A L L E N G E  OF 
Y O U TH  has experienced a con­
stan t g row th  in  c ircu la tion  
since the adoption o f a new fo r ­
m a t, use o f two colors, and the 
developm ent of d ra m a tic  mass 
sales in  the streets. F ro m  a 
“ copies-sold”  c ircu la tio n  o f less 
than 2.000. the c ircu la tio n  has 
s tead ily  increased u n til, ac­
cord ing  to present ind ica tions, 
the sale o f the M ay issue w ill 
pass the 5.200 m a rk .

“ The M ay  D ay 8-page A P ­
P E A L  w as certa in ly  the best 
ever! I t  was sim ply w onder­
ful and should do rea l good for 
our m ovem ent! Send m e ex tra  
cr-pies. . . , ” — W m . P . Gates of 
Kansas. ...

“ A few  words about the SO­
C IA L IS T  A P P E A L . We find 
that your issues are  now im ­
proving enorm ously. Our book­
shop has two very large w in ­
dows and since we are  situated  
in a w orking class area  we find 
it profitable to stick your front 
pages on them . The results are  
very good, crowds are  alw ays  
staring. Especially during the 
w ar crisis when you had those 
A P P E A L S  reading “ Not a m an, 
not a cent for boss w ar!"  and 
the previous issue. The E n g ­
lish w orkers read them  and 
since they have a m eaning  
which goes fa r beyond the 
A m erican  continent they w ere

abso rbed ."—P ioneer Bookshop
in London, England....
P LA N N IN G  FOR T H E  
S U M M E R :

The Appeal o ffice  in tends to 
publish soon another one o f its  
Appeal A rm y  bu lle tins  con ta in ­
ing  de fin ite  suggestions fo r  
keeping up you r sales and new 
subscrip tions over the sum m er 
m onths. L a s t sum m er there  
was qu ite  a drop in  Appeal ac­
tiv itie s , bu t we don’t  w an t the 
same th in g  to happen again. 
We urge a ll lite ra tu re -agen ts  to 
send in  th e ir  specia l ways and 
means o f keeping up sales so 
tha t others can bene fit fro m  
th e ir plans.
B U N D LE  O R D ER  
P A Y M E N TS :

E v e ry  branch now has its  
re g u la r Appeal s ta tem en t in  
its hands. A l it t le  action  in  
m ak ing  subs tan tia l paym ents 
w il l  be apprec ia ted !
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Fact to Be Remembered—
The profits o f the United States Steel Corporation dur­

ing the W orld W ar reached enormous proportions. The 
figures as published in a governmeu* report are as follows:

1914 ................................................. $ 46.520,407
1915 ...................................................  97,967,962
1916 .....................................................  294,026.564
1917 .....................................................  478,204,343
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In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens 

Two Examples Portend Coming 
Divisions in the Stalinist Camp

P a rtic u la r ly  in  v iew  of such recen t develop­
ments as the rem ova l o f the cham pion o f 
“ co llec tive  s e c u rity ,”  M a x im  L itv in o v , and 
the trend  tow ards some k ind  o f a deal w ith  
H it le r, S ta lin ism  is due fo r large-scale sp lits  
and desertions. On the one hand, a tu rn  to 
H it le r  is bound to open the eyes o f m any de­
ceived w orkers  in  the so-called com m un is t 
parties. On the other hand, m any of the pe tty- 
bourgeois p a tr io ts  whom  the "d e m o c ra c y ”  
line  a ttrac ted  in  the past w ill no doubt take 
the f i r s t  oppo rtun ity  o f c leansing them selves 
fro m  every la s t ta rn ish ing  vestige o f " ra d ic a l­
is m ”  in  o rder to get them selves accepted as 
bona-fide n a tio n a lis t w a rr io rs  by the ru lin g  
class.

W hat w il l  be le ft o f the appara tus o f the 
C om in tern  pa rties  w il l  p robab ly  be de term ined 
in  each coun try  by the exigencies o f the m o­
m en t con fron ting  the loca l bureaucracies. B u t 
the tw o-fo ld  trend  ind ica ted  above is a lready 
com ing in to  evidence, although s low ly .

We have before us two cases. In  the one 
r " f> ,  the defection o f a group o f rank  and file  
w o rke rs  fro m  the C om m unist P a rty  o f G rea t 
B r ita in . In  the o ther, the res ignation  of a 
ce rta in  D r. Bourguignon, who as recen tly  as 
A p r il 2 was a candidate fo r p a rlia m e n t on its  
l is t , fro m  the C om m unist P a rty  o f B e lg ium . 
Each case is sym p tom a tic  o f the trend  de­
scribed.

Resignation of Dr. Bourguignon 
From the Belgian Stalinist Party

D r. B ourgu ignon recen tly  had his le tte r of 
res ignation  fro m  the S ta lin is t p a rty  of B e l­
g ium  published in the B e lg ian  press. In  th is  
le tte r he describes his d isgust w ith  the p a rty , 
the in trigues , in jus tices , e tc., going on inside 
o f i t  as w ell as w ha t he ca lls  the “ enormous 
b lu f f”  organized by the p a rty  around the “ sup­
posed be tte rm en t b rough t about by the Soviet 
reg im e fo r  the peoples o f the U .S .S .R .”

I t  seems th a t in  the year 1939, the honorable 
doctor has f in a lly  d iscovered th a t “ c iv ic  and 
m a te ria l eq u a lity  is on ly  a m em ory  there, th a t 
castes and classes w ith  a ll th e ir  inequa lities  
are ta k in g  shape again, th a t the standard of 
l iv in g  is low er than in  our countries, th a t the 
reg im e is as bes tia lly  d ic ta to r ia l as in  the 
to ta lita r ia n  countries and h a rd ly  dem ocra tic  
even in  appearance. . . . ”

No doubt, pointed rem arks . B u t, as our 
B e lg ian  com rades com m ent, w hy was D r. 
Bourgu ignon so s trange ly  s ilen t u n til a fte r the 
e lections o f A p r il 2? (He was not re-elected as 
a deputy a t th a t tim e ).

In  the same ve in , the ex-deputy depicts the

s truc tu re  o f the so-called com m un is t p a rty , 
ru led  as a sa trapy  by a K re m lin  proconsul. 
B u t i t  is ju s t in  th is  descrip tion  th a t the rea l 
p o lit ica l na tu re  o f D r. Bourgu ignon ’s d iv e r­
gence fro m  S ta lin ism  begins to become c lear. 
H ere is w ha t he says about his a ttitude  tow ard  
the straw -boss:

“ I  do no t w an t to bear any longer hav ing  
th is  S lav Jew, ig n o ra n t as he is about our 
na tiona l m e n ta lity , impose upon us our m an­
ner o f vo ting  and d ic ta te  to us ou r a ttitu d e s .”

F ro m  here, i t  is on ly one step to the u ltra - 
n a tio n a lis tic  conclusion w ith  w h ich  D r. B o u r­
guignon ends 'h is  le t te r :

“ I  am  m ere ly  su b m ittin g  to the d icta tes of 
m y conscience in  re jo in in g  as a s im p le  so ld ie r 
(s ic ), the g rea t labor (?) fa m ily  and in  having 
no o ther a im  than th a t o f app ly ing  w hatever 
s treng th  and dynam ic  <!) force there  is le ft in  
me to the service of the people, of the coun­
t r y :  in  being above a ll, a good B e lg ian .”

T h a t’s a fo re taste  o f the w ay m any bureau­
c ra ts  abroad are going to p a rt com pany w ith  
the K re m lin . . . .

C.P.G.B. Members in Islington 
Split and Join the Fourth Int'l.

An e n tire ly  d iffe re n t road aw ay fro m  S ta l­
in ism  has been taken  by a group o f w orkers  
in  the Is lin g to n  B ranch  of the B r it is h  Com­
m un is t P a rty . A section o f th is  branch ra ised 
the question o f the be traya l in  Spain, p a rtic u ­
la r ly  w ith  reference to the m em bersh ip  in  the 
Spanish C. P. o f G eneral M ia ja . D u rin g  the 
discussions the m em bers developed an an ti- 
People’s F ro n t position and began to read and 
quote M a rx  and Lenin.

The p a rty  m ach inery  was pu t in to  action 
to crush th is  re vo lt. C om pulsory branch m eet­
ings were ca lled under the d irec tion  of such 
C .P.G .B. big shots as C am pbell and Spring- 
ha ll. A ll to no ava il. W hat these w orkers got 
out o f the branch m eetings was m ere ly  a 
s trong conviction  tha t, i f  it* were in th e ir 
power, C am pbell and Co. w ould repeat the 
Spanish experience in  Eng land. These w o rk ­
ers decided to s p lit aw ay in  a body. A fte r pro­
longed discussion w ith  our E ng lish  com rades, 
we now hear, these Is lin g to n  Com m unists have 
jo ined  the R evo lu tiona ry  S oc ia lis t League, 
B r it is h  Section of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

No doubt, the course of the Is ling ton  com 
rades, like  th a t o f the B e lg ian  ex-S ta lin is t, bu t 
foreshadow  b igger developm ents in  the fu tu re . 
The class lines, so to speak, are being d raw n  
inside the ranks o f S ta lin ism . We o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l have c le a rly  the task before us 
of p repa ring  to jo in  forces w ith  the pro le ta ri-1  
ans who in e v ita b ly  a re  b reak ing  w ith  the ro t­
ten-ripe  bu reaucra tic  apparatus of the Com­
in te rn .

O n the Line . . . with Bill Morgan

W ith  scream ing w h istle  and w h irr in g  wheels 
a long, s tream lined  tra in  races along na rrow  
tra cks  on a perilous m ounta in  pass. A round 
sharp curves and through sudden tunnels, 
fa s te r and fas te r the tra in  rips  th rough  the 
n igh t. The engineer leans he a v ily  on the th ro t­
tle  and peers w ith  squ in ting  brow s in to  the 
m is ty  darkness. . . .

Ins ide  the b r i ll ia n t ly  ligh ted  cars are hun­
dreds of m en and wom en and ch ild ren . Some 
are asleep. Some are in  sm oking  room s ex­
changing jokes. A t the bar are m en and 
women who ta lk  exc ited ly  and laugh in  s h r ill 
tones w h ile  glasses tin k le  w ith  ice and a rad io  
b lares out the la tes t sw ing num ber. In  an­
o ther ca r m any people are dancing to the 
m usic of a three-p iece band. On the observa­
tion  p la tfo rm  boy meets g ir l  and they huddle 
together in  happy em brace.

On and on the tra in  tears ra p id ly  tow ard  a 
high th in  b ridge— a bridge w hich no longer 
exists. A sudden flood washed away th is  lin k  
o f tra c k  and w ith  i t  the te leg raph  w ires . . . . 
On and on the tra in  sweeps.

Suddenly there is a b lind ing  flash, a te r r i f ic  
m oan o f h o rro r, a crash—then silence.

Im m e d ia te ly  w ires begin to hum  w ith  the 
news. The Red Cross is ca lled  out. A ll nearby 
hospita ls are m ob iliz ing  every  ava ilab le  doc­
to r and nurse, every  ava ilab le  s tre tche r and 
oxygen tank. The police, the Boy Scouts and 
the A m erican  Leg ion—everyone w ith in  reach 
is called upon to assist in  the rescue, aid in  
the saving of lives.

Newspapers run  o ff a ll the de ta ils  and have 
e x tra  editions on the streets com plete w ith  
p ic tu res . The P res ident appeals over a na ­
tiona l hook-up fo r  every possible aid fo r the 
v ic tim s .

Guilty Thrown in Jail
In  less than a week an inves tiga tion  has 

been s ta rted  to de term ine the causes and to 
fin d  who was to b lam e. The pub lic  demands 
action accord ing  to the ed ito ria ls  in  every 
newspaper. M any employees and even one or 
tw o v ice-presidents o f the ra ilro a d  are held fo r 
the G rand Ju ry . A v e rd ic t of g u ilty  is s w ift ly  
reached. Several are held responsible and 
they go to ja i l  fo r long te rm s a t ha rd  labor.

You a ll know the s to ry . How m any tim es 
has i t  been done and re-done in  rea l life  and 
on the m otion p ic tu re  screen? W ell, today 
th a t ve ry  s to ry  is being re-enacted—not by 
H ollyw ood, not on any rea l ra ilro a d , bu t by 
the U nited States of A m erica . And every de­
ta i l  o f the s to ry  is being g ra p h ica lly  and t ra g i­
c a lly  lived  by the one hundred and th ir ty  m il­
lion  men, women and ch ild ren  of A m e rica — 
except the ending.

Oh, the tra in  goes over the edge, and a ll 
th a t—but there w il l  be no ste rn  m easures en­
acted aga inst the g u ilty  p a rty , there  w il l  be 
no inves tiga tion  and no v e rd ic t o f de libera te  
v io la tio n  of du ty . The m a jo r ity  o f the one 
hundred and th ir ty  m illio n  w il l  be v ic tim ize d  
in  one o f the grea test of a ll d isasters but, 
there  w il l  be no m ob iliza tion  o f society to res­
cue and save. The police, the Boy Scouts, the 
others inc lud ing  the C om m unist P a rty , w il l  
a ll be used, no t to aid in  the recovery  of 
wounded and m aim ed, bu t to c lam p  down on 
anyone who dares to ra ise h is voice in  p ro ­
test. who dares to ask questions, who dares to 
dem and th a t som ething be done to p reven t 
such “ acc idents .”

Speeding Toward an Abyss
A m erica  is today speeding tow ards a bridge 

w h ich  has been to rn  away. The abyss is  w a r. 
The passengers are the w orkers  and th e ir 
w ives and ch ild ren .

M any w il l  say to them selves, “ We m ust fig h t 
fo r  dem ocracy”  but, w ha t was the la s t w a r 
fough t fo r?  And today there  is less democ­
ra c y  in  the w o rld  than  there was in  1914.

O thers th in k  th a t Roosevelt w il l  stop H it le r  
and th a t th is  w il l  be a good w ay to stop fa s ­
c ism . . . . B u t A m erica  was o f the nations 
w h ich  defeated G erm any in the la s t w a r and 
A m erica  was one o f the powers w hich d ic ­
tated the peace w h ich  is now  the s to rm  center 
o f the com ing w a r. And there  are no guaran­
tees th a t Roosevelt w il l  w an t to do aw ay w ith  
fasc ism  in  G erm any. W ill he establish Socia l­
ism? Of course not— he w ill p reserve c a p ita l­
ism  in  G erm any and th e re ’s the catch. Capi­
ta lism  leads d ire c tly  to fasc ism  unless the 
w orkers  are p repared to take m a tte rs  in  th e ir  
own hands. Unless the w orkers  o f G erm any 
are g iven every possible chance to deal w ith  
H it le r  in  th e ir  own w ay—to m ake th e ir  revo lu ­
tion  to establish S ocia lism , th ings w il l  be no 
d iffe re n t fro m  w ha t they are today. H it le r  
m ig h t go b u t ca p ita lism  w ould rem a in  under 
Roosevelt in  G erm any.

War Is Not the Only Way
And there  are m any w orkers  who th in k  a 

w a r w ould solve a ll th e ir  p rob lem s. How 
m any young boys and men s it  a t home w o rry ­
ing  about the b ills , about not fin d in g  w ork, 
about being unable to live  decently w ith  
enough to eat, clothes to w ear, a place to 
sleep? There are tens o f thousands o f these 
men who th in k  like  th is . They have no hope 
fo r  the fu tu re . They are not a fra id  to die. to 
f ig h t, i f  i t  means being occupied, being fed 
and clothed, i t  is th is  section o f the A m erican  
w orkers who m ust be reached w ith  the p ro ­
g ra m  and s p ir it  o f ou r p a rty .

We have the re sp o n s ib ility  o f com ing fo r ­
w a rd  in  such a w ay as to capture  the a tten ­
tion  of these w orkers  before they are lined  up 
and k ille d  in  the in te rests  o f m ore m arke ts , 
m ore p ro fits , m ore gold. They cannot see how 
w a r can be stopped. They have never heard 
o f S ocia lism  except when i t  was p u t fo rw a rd  
by people who do no t and never w il l  mean 
w ha t they say. I t  is  up to us.

The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  and no other 
P a rty . T h a t tra in  can be tu rned around. There 
is s t i l l  tim e  to p repare  and organize i f  we 
s ta r t a t once. .The bosses w il l  no t stop th e ir 
w a r p lans—they cannot fin d  any o ther w ay out 
except w a r. We m ust no t t ire  o f speaking, 
w r it in g  and o rgan iz ing  fo r the socia l re vo lu ­
tion  w h ich  w il l  toss the bosses overboard fo r ­
ever. E ve ryw he re  in  A m erica  the w a r is the 
key question to the fu tu re  o f m illio n s  o f w o rk ­
ers, m illio n s  of youth. “ Down w ith  W ar! Up 
w ith  S o c ia lism !”  m ust r in g  out everyw here  in  
the coun try .

“ Before exhausting o r d row n ing  m ankind  in  
blood, ca p ita lism  befouls the w orld  a tm o­
sphere w ith  the poisonous vapors o f na tiona l 
and race hatred . A n ti-sem itism  today is one 
o f the m ore m a lig n a n t convulsions o f c a p ita l, 
is m ’s death agony.” '

—F ro m  the P ro g ra m  o f the 4th In te rn a tio n a l

Britain Seeking War Alliance W ith  U.S.-
Soundings for 
Stalin-Hitler 
Pact Continue

(Continued from  Page 1)
low  w hat' they w an t of Polish 
te r r ito ry  w ith o u t w a r i f  the 
Ita lia n s  abandon the hesita tion 
they have d isp layed over 
th rea ten ing  to use force fo r 
the purpose.

H it le r ’s fin a l chore is to ex­
orcise the Russian demon on 
the eastern fro n tie r. Th is job 
has a lready been made easy 
fo r the F ueh re r by S ta lin ’s anx­
ie ty  to come to te rm s  w ith  h im . 
H it le r , contem ptuous o f the 
purge-ren t Soviet state and 
a rm y , m ig h t even- th in k  i t  su f­
f ic ie n t to his purpose to break 
up the Anglo-Soviet negotia­
tions. Beyond th a t, he would 
take, fo r the tim e  being, a new 
G erm an - Soviet trade  p a c t  
w h ich  w ould provide the Reich 
w ith  v ita l ly  needed food sup­
plies and o il.

Such a deal w ould com plete­
ly  tra n s fo rm  once m ore the 
ug ly  d ip lo m a tic  face of Europe. 
D av id  L lo yd  George was un­
doubted ly co rre c t when he de­
c la red  in  the House o f Com­
mons on M onday th a t the B r i t ­
ish guarantees to Poland and 
R um an ia  are w orth less i f  the 
Sovie t U nion stands on the 
o ther side, or rem ains “ neu­
t r a l . "

The B r it is h  and F rench 
w ould e ithe r decide th a t they 
w ould have to hasten w a r a t a ll 
costs to crush th e ir  G erm an r i ­
v a l before h is s treng th  ou t­
s tr ip s  them  o r else take  refuge 
in  a new M unich  pact—i.e., 
seek a new brea th ing  space fo r 
d ip lom a tic  m aneuverin'gs and 
rea rm am en t. Th is  w ould be 
the purpose of the new “ ap­
peasem ent”  conference p ro ­
posed by Pope P ius.

Negrin Arrives, 
Makes Bow to 
Miaja “Honesty"'

A  Letter from China

One Amalgam That Won’t Work

Juan N egrin , L o y a lis t ex­
p re m ie r, a rr ive d  in New Y o rk  
la s t M onday on the N orm andie , 
to s tay fo r a few  days before 
leav ing  fo r  M exico.

Newspaperm en who in te r­
viewed h im  a t the H otel P laza 
found h im  s t i l l  p lay ing  the 
statesm an. He handed out a 
w r i t t e n  sta tem en t thank ing  
A m ericans  who had con tribu ted  
funds to Spain, and a ttr ib u tin g  
the loss o f the w a r to “ our 
shortage o f a rm s .”  Questions 
p u t to h im  to e lic it h is version 
o f the la s t weeks in  Spain re ­
m ained unanswered.

P ra ises M ia ja
B u t he said enough to b las t 

the S ta lin is t m y th  th a t the N e­
g r in  cab inet, w hom  the S ta lin ­
is t leaders jo ined  in  leav ing  
Spain on M ay 6, represented 
the po la r opposite o f the M ia ja - 
Casado Jun ta  w h ich  took its  
place.

M ia ja , who headed the Junta, 
was described by N e g rin  as 
“ an honest and able m ili ta ry  
m an who had been betrayed by 
the p o lit ic ia n s .”  Th is  pra ise fo r 
the m an who led the Popu la r 
F ro n t in  its  ca p itu la tion  to 
F ranco sca rce ly  fitte d  the S ta l­
in is t p ic tu re  o f N egrin  as a 
b itte r-ender.

N eg rin  made a d is tinc tion  be­
tween the head of the Junta, 
M ia ja , and h is co llabo ra to r, 
Colonel Casado. The la tte r  was, 
said N egrin , “ a s lig h tly  patho­
log ica l case,”  and had “ been in  
re la tio n  w ith  F ranco , although 
perhaps not to b e tray  the re ­
p u b lic .”

N egrin  is s t i l l  a m em ber of 
the Spanish S oc ia lis t P a rty , as 
is C aballero , whom  N eg rin  ov­
e rth rew  on M ay 15, 1937, and 
Beste iro  and o ther Socia lis t 
leaders who jo ined in  ove r­
th row ing  N egrin  on M ay 5, 
1939. I t ’s a ll in  the fa m ily , as 
i t  were.

As is th e ir p rac tice , the S ta l­
in is ts  have a ttem pted  an a m a l­
gam  between Chen Tu-hsiu , 
Chinese re vo lu tio n is t o f long 
standing, and W ang C hing-wei, 
a tra ito r  o f equa lly  long s tand­
ing, and one tim e  fr ie n d  of the 
Sta lin ists. The m ost recent such 
a ttem p t appeared in  “ China 
Today.”  Be low  we p r in t  the 
answer sent by J. H . Chang, 
secretary of the C om m unist 
League o f China (F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l). I t  w il l  m ost ce rta in ­
ly not be published by the ed i­
tors o f “ China T oday .”

* * <*
The E d ito r,
"C h ina  T oday,”
168 West 23rd Street,
New Y o rk , N . Y .,
U. S. A.

In  an a rt ic le  en titled  “ The 
Story of a T ra ito r ”  by John 
Todd, w h ich  appeared in  your 
pub lica tion  fo r M arch , 1939, the 
assertion is made th a t Chen 
Tu-hsiu, “ who fo r  the la s t ten 
years has been the leader of 
.he Chinese T ro tsky is ts ,”  w ent 
to Japan on a Japanese gun­
boat in  com pany w ith  W ang 
Ching-wei (a fte r the la tte r  fled  
from  C hungking la s t D ecem ber 
and issued a pu b lic  s ta tem ent 
in fa vo r o f peace between 
China and Japan on Japan ’s 
;e rm s). Says M r. Todd : “ W ith  
Wang Ching-wei exposed, and 
¿he people o f China dem anding 
the death pena lty  fo r  a ll t r a i­
tors, Chen Tu-hsiu also fled  to 
his p ro te c to rs .”

We brand  these statem ents 
concerning Chen Tu-hsiu as de­
libe ra te , conscienceless fa b r i­
cations. Chen Tu-hsiu  has no t 
set foo t outside o f China fo r  
m ore than ten years. Between 
1932 and 1937 he was in  a Kuo- 
m in tang  prison in  N anking . 
When the Sino-Japanese h o s tili­
ties broke out in  the la tte r  year 
he was released and w ent to 
Hankow. L a te r he proceeded 
to Chungking, in  Szechwan 
p rovince. He has not been out 
of th a t p rov ince  fo r a single 
day since. H is presence in  
Szechwan before, d u ring  and 
subsequent to  the f l ig h t o f 
W ang Ching-w ei can ve ry  easi­
ly  be v e rifie d  by reference to 
the K uom in tang  au tho rities  
who keep the ve te ran  re vo lu ­
tio n is t under constant s u rv e il­
lance. They m a in ta in  w atch 
over his m ovem ents, and have 
la te ly  p roh ib ited  the press fro m  
pub lish ing  his a rtic les , not be­
cause he is a tra ito r ,  as M r. 
Todd fa lse ly  represents h im , 
but because he is  a re vo lu tion ­
is t who has refused to be tray 
the in te rests o f the Chinese 
w orke rs , and peasants in  the

Rubens' True 
Identity 
Is Revealed

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
“ S ta lin  is lik e ly  to fo llow  a z ig­
zag course and cam ouflage his 
conc ilia tion  o f H it le r  by ad­
vances tow ard  P a ris  and Lon­
don.”

C om m enting on, the fa te  th a t 
aw a its  L itv in o ff, K r iv its k y  de­
c la red :

"L itv in o f f  is, o f course, a f in ­
ished m an. W hether he d isap­
pears a t once or g ra d u a lly , 
w hether he gets a rep rieve  
fro m  S ta lin  and even some hon­
o ra ry  post, he is doom ed.”

" L itv in o f f , ”  K r iv its k y  ob­
served, “ is  the la s t of the B o l­
shevik old guard , w ith  the ex­
ception of P res ident K a lin in , to 
su rv ive  u n til now S ta lin ’s g rea t 
purge. He has shown g re a t a g il­
i ty  in  b rid g in g  the g u lf created 
by the purge and in  re ta in ing  
o ffice  a fte r n e a rly  a ll h is fo r ­
m er com rades had perished. 
B u t there  can be no question 
now o f L itv in o f f ’s eventua l ex­
t in c tio n .”

ON THE WAY T0  
THE TRENCHES

name o f a spurious “ P eople ’s 
Anti-Japanese U n ited  F ro n t”  
w hich has produced noth ing  
but m ili ta ry  d isasters fo r 
China in  the w a r aga inst Japan, 
ju s t as its  co u n te rpa rt in  Spain 
fa c ilita te d  the v ic to ry  o f Gen­
e ra l F ranco.

Chen Tu-hsiu, as an adherent 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, is  
as ardent an opponent of Japa­
nese im p e ria lis m  as he is a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  cham pion of the 
cause of the Chinese w orkers 
and peasants aga inst th e ir  op­
pressors and exp lo ite rs , w ith  
whom your o rgan iza tion  is  in  
league. He has proved th is  by 
his en tire  p o lit ic a l life . Since 
your co n tr ib u to r cannot destroy 
Chen Tu-hsiu 's  p o lit ic a l repu ta ­
tion by re ference to h is rea l 
position and a c tiv itie s , he is 
obliged to re so rt to fa ls if ic a ­
tions w h ich  c rum b le  a t the  f ir s t  
contact w ith  re a lity .

Todd 's fa ls ific a tio n  in  th is  in ­
stance rests on another w hich 
everyone acquain ted w ith  re ­
cent happenings in  China w il l  
eas ily  recognize as such. To 
get Chen Tu-hsiu  to Japan on 
a Japanese gunboat i t  was nec­
essary to ge t W ang Ching-wei 
to Japan on the same gunboat, 
fo r  no-one w ould believe th a t 
t h e  Japanese governm ent 
w ould place one o f its  w arsh ips 
a t the disposal o f one o f its  
p o lit ica l enemies to enable h im  
to escape the w ra th  o f the 
K uom in tang . Yes, unpala tab le  
and aw kw ard  as th is  fa c t is 
fo r  you, the Japanese im p e r ia l­
ists do regard  Chen Tu-hsiu as 
th e ir  im p lacab le  foe. Hence, to 
d isc re d it Chen, you r M r. Todd 
had to l in k  his nam e w ith  th a t 
o f W ang Ching-w ei, as the la t­
te r ’s p o lit ic a l henchm an, fo r  as 
everyone knows W ang has been 
assiduously courted by the T o ­
kyo im p e ria lis ts  and has been 
openly responsive to th e ir  ove r­
tu res. W ith  th e ir  names cou­
pled in  a com m on cause, the 
cause o f Japanese im p e ria lis m , 
Chen and W ang can proceed to 
Japan on a Japanese gunboat, 
as M r. Todd has them  do.

A las fo r  th is  am a lgam , W ang 
Ching-wei did no t go to Japan 
a fte r his f l ig h t fro m  Chungking 
la s t D ecem ber — unless, of 
course, one chooses to believe 
M r. Todd ra th e r than the C hi­
nese press and the num erous 
correspondents o f the big press 
agencies who have been fo llo w ­
ing  W ang’s m ovem ents in  c los­
est de ta il. He w ent to Hanoi 
in  F rench  Indo-China and as 
fa r  as is known has rem ained 
there continuously ever since. 
Despite t h e i r  m u ltifa r io u s  
sources o f in fo rm a tio n  and gen­
e ra l new s-gathering fa c ilit ie s , 
none o f the correspondents d is ­
covered th a t a Japanese gun­
boat had p u t in to  H aiphong or 
Saigon and c a rr ie d  W ang o ff 
to the land o f the R is ing  Sun. 
I t  rem ained fo r  you r M r. Todd 
to m ake th is  d iscovery  fro m  
his vantage po in t m ore than  a 
thousand m iles  aw ay in  Chung­
k in g ! And you r obscure m onth­
ly  pub lica tion  is the on ly  one 
th a t has ca rr ie d  the s to ry ! 
S trange, is n ’t  it?  W hy don’t 
you drop a line  to the press co r­
respondents in  H anoi to  te ll 
them  th e y ’re w asting  th e ir  tim e

w a tch ing  W ang Ching-wei—th a t 
th e ir m an was long ago sp ir ite d  
aw ay to Japan?

B u t w hy, oh w hy d id n ’t  M r. 
Todd g ive  us m ore deta iled  in ­
fo rm a tion?  Since he apparen tly  
had no d if f ic u lty  in  fin d in g  out 
th a t W ang had gone to Japan 
on a Japanese gunboat, su re ly  
he m ust know the nam e o f the 
gunboat, the p o rt a t w h ich  
W ang boarded i t ,  the date o f 
its  d e p a rtu re ! H a v in g  scooped 
everybody else, w hy is he so 
re tice n t on v ita l deta ils?

W here d id  M r. Todd get the 
bald in fo rm a tio n  w h ich  he im ­
parts? The answ er is  ve ry  
s im p le : he invented i t .  B u t le t 
us c a ll a tten tion  to one m ore 
po in t. When W ang fle d  fro m  
Chungking, the Chinese press 
and the news agencies a ll lis ted  
the m em bers o f h is entourage. 
W ang and h is fo llow ers  were 
v igo rous ly  denounced. Chen 
Tu -hs iu ’s nam e was m entioned 
by abso lute ly  no one. H av ing  
denounced the tra ito r  W ang 
C hing-wei, on ly  yesterday the 
close co lla b o ra to r o f Chiang 
Kai-shek, w ould they have 
spared Chen Tu-hsiu i f  he had 
gone w ith  Wang? O nly M r. 
Todd, i t  seems, knew the whole 
t r u th !

B y the w ay. who is  John 
Todd? You id e n tify  h im  as “ an 
A m erican  jo u rn a lis t now  in  
C hungk ing .”  W hy d id  you not 
say who he represents? You 
did no t dare do th is , because 
th a t w ould  have m ean t expo­
sure o f you r e n tire  crude fa ls i­
fica tio n . The fa c t is  th a t the 
colony o f fo re ign  jo u rn a lis ts  in  
th is  co u n try  knows o f no such 
gentlem an, e ith e r in  C hungking 
o r in  any o ther Chinese c ity . 
W ould i t  no t be co rre c t to say 
th a t “ John T odd”  s its  in  the 
o ffice  o f you r o rgan iza tion , 
w h ich  ca lls  its e lf “ A m erican  
F riends  o f the Chinese P eople”  
and dem onstra tes its  “ fr ie n d ­
sh ip ”  fo r  China by fa b r ic a tin g  
ca lum nious s to ries about the 
Chinese revo lu tion is ts?

Th is  is the un ive rsa l m ethod 
of the S ta lin is t In te rn a tio n a l, o f 
w h ich  you r o rgan iza tion  and its  
pub lica tion , as we are w e ll 
aw are, are a b ranch. Y o u r lie  
abou t Chen. Tu-hsiu  is  no t ju s t 
an acc identa l s lip . F o r : th is  
reason we do not expect you “to  
pub lish  a re tra c tio n , since tha t 
w ould defeat the a im  you have 
in v iew , w h ich  is to  d isc re d it 
Chen Tu-hsiu and the Chinese 
section of the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l by  p o rtra y in g  them  as 
agents o f Japanese im p e r ia l­
ism .

We are acco rd ing ly  sending 
copies o f th is  le tte r to other 
pub lica tions w h ich  possess th a t 
rega rd  fo r  tru th  and honesty 
w h ich  is so a lien  to the cam p 
o f coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  fa ls i­
fie rs  to w h ich  you belong.

Be assured th a t you r sham e­
less, ly in g  provocations w il l  re ­
bound on you r own heads.

C O M M U N IST L E A G U E  O F 
C H IN A

(Section o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rn a tio n a l)

(Signed) Y . H . CHANG , 
S ecre tary

F o r the C entra l C om m ittee. 
Shanghai, China 
A p r il 8, 1939

SOCIETY
N OTES.

G erm any is supp ly ing  Yugo­
s lav ia  w ith  la rge  scale c re d it 
to be used fo r  the purchase of 
m ili ta ry  equ ipm ent. “ I f  you go 
to the m il i ta r y  a irp o rt o f B e l­
grade, fo r  ins tance ,”  sa id a 
governm ent spokesman, “ you 
w ill fin d  a ll sorts o f G erm an 
m ili ta ry  planes th e re .”  Th is 
same spokesman added th a t 
G erm any is sending a rm s “ to 
m any o ther countries, such as 
G reece.”

*  * *
A request m ay soon be made 

by the State D epa rtm en t to 
M exico and E cuador fo r pe r­
m ission to estab lish  a ir  and na­

va l bases in  those countries. 
H igh  a rm y  and nava l o ffic ia ls  
are now s tudy ing  p lans fo r  the 
crea tion  of bases a t Acapulco 
in M exico and on the G a lapa­
gos Is lands w h ich  belong to 
E cuador. M exico , i t  is said, 
has expressed her w illingness 
to accede to the request.

*  * *
N avy  re c ru its  w il l  henceforth 

have to serve s ix  years instead 
of fo u r accord ing  to new regu­
la tions handed down by the 
navy  com m and. V olunteers un­
der 18 years w il l  be barred  
fro m  en ro llin g  u n til w a r breaks 
out.

Culinary Poems 
On Silver Plates 
Regale Twombly Guests

Before going to “ F lo rh a m ”  
a t Convent, N . J ., fo r  the late 
sp ring  season, M rs . H a m ilto n  
M cK . T w om b ly  w il l  g ive a 
series of d inners a t he r tow n 
house.

No w om an in  a ll New Y o rk  
lives m ore  la v ish ly  than the 
fo rm e r “ F lo r r ie ”  V a n d e rb ilt. 
She favo rs  T hu rsday n igh ts fo r  
her p ra n d ia l events — cu lin a ry  
poems concocted under the d i­
rec tion  o f her $25,000 a year 
personal chef and served on s i l­
ve r p la te  th a t has no equal, 
even in th is  c ity  o f fabulous 
m agn ificence.

Those se rv ing  th is  rega l 
queen of society run  the T w om ­
b ly  household in  a m anner th a t 
w ould do jus tice  to B uck ingham  
Palace and seldom i f  ever, are 
called upon to push up cha irs  
fo r newcom ers w ith in  the social 
gates.

A fte r s ix  o r seven weeks a t 
“ F lo rh a m ”  the  T w om b ly  
household w il l  move on to N ew ­
po rt—w here “ F lo r r ie ”  T w om ­
b ly  each season continues her 
luxu rious  mode o f l iv in g  and 
w ith  the insouciance o f one long 
accustom ed to g re a t w ealth  
scorns even B a ile y ’s Beach.

Mother and Children 
Ousted by Police 
From Box Car

M inneapo lis  police w ere able 
to c a rry  ou t th e ir  re g u la r duties 
the other day w ith  l it t le  danger 
to them selves when they a rre s t­
ed three trespassers on ra i l ­
road p rope rty .

A t the Shoreham  fre ig h t 
ya rds they took a m other, her 
16-year-old daughter and a 
n ine-m onths-old baby out o f a 
box ca r where they w ere a w a it 
ing a tra in  to leave the yards. 
They were unarm ed.

W ithou t pe rm iss ion  fro m  ra i l­
road o ffic ia ls  the tr io  had tra v ­
elled v ia  fre ig h t tra in  the en 
t ire  d istance fro m  Seattle 
W ashington, over h igh  m oun­
ta ins and b leak p la ins where 
c h ill w eather s t i l l  p reva ils . 
They alleged th a t they  w ere 
try in g  to reach re la tive s  a t Es 
canaba, M ich .

The po lice tu rned  the m other 
and her tw o ch ild re n  over to 
the m erc ies o f re lie f a u th o ri­
ties. I t  was undeterm ined 
w hether the re lie f au thorities  
w ould accept the case and p ro ­
v ide the food and ra ilro a d  fa re  
necessary to reach Escanaba 
or w ire  re la tives  o f the t r io ’s 
p lig h t.

Propagandists 
Work to Align 
Nation for War

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
aganda can be a ttached a re  
none too f irm .

“ Since on pape r,”  Rogerson 
says, “ our case tow ards new« 
tra ls  appears to lack  a m a in ­
sp ring , i t  w il l  behoove us to  
m anufactu re  w ha t we can and 
press i t  everyw here  we can—  
a task of m ak ing  b ricks  w ith  
sm a ll s traw . . .

Some o f the “ s m a ll s tra w ”  
th a t w il l  be used in  the propa­
ganda b ricks  is the w e ll-w o rn  
plea fo r the p ro tection  o f de­
m ocracy, Rogerson po in ts o u t:

“ There w il l  be no doubt th a t 
the nex t w a r w il l  be b ille d  as a 
fig h t between dem ocracy and 
d ic ta to rsh ip . I t  m ay in  fa c t be 
no th ing of the sort. We m ig h t 
get I ta ly  as a p a rtn e r and G er­
m any get B e lg iu m : a u th o r ita ­
ria n  P o rtu g a l is  lik e ly  to come 
w ith  us and the dem ocra tic  
Scandinavian countries m ay 
rem a in  s tr ic t ly  neu tra l. In  the  
u ltim a te  reso rt, a l l i a n c e s  
spring  fro m  the hope of a m a ­
te r ia l advantage, no t the pos­
session of a com m on ideo log i­
cal be lie f, bu t in  our propagan­
da we m ust m ake the fac ts  f i t  
our case as fa r  as possible. We 
should a lm ost c e rta in ly  rep re ­
sent the s trugg le  in  the propa­
ganda we should be com pelled 
to do tow a rd  F rance , the U n ited  
Slates o f A m e rica , and our own 
E m p ire , as dem ocracy and 
freedom  versus d ic ta to rsh ip  
and persecu tion .”

The m ethods th a t w il l  be 
used to sw ing th is  co u n try  in to  
the w a r are no less in te re s tin g  
than the ideo log ica l appeals fo r  
w hich we w il l  be asked to  fig h t. 
The B r it is h  f ig u re  they  can 
u tilize  A m erican  fo re ig n  co rre ­
spondents, and th a t th e y  can 
re ly  on the “ n a tu ra l b ias o f the 
U n ited  States f i lm  m a n u fa c tu r­
ers in  fa v o r o f G re a t B r ita in  as 
opposed to G erm any, Japan or 
I ta ly . ”

They w il l  e g a in  t r y  to appeal 
to the Jews “ p robab ly  by dec­
la ra tion  of a c le a r-cu t po licy  in  
Palestine and o f our (i.e . G rea t 
B r ita in ’s) in ten tion , i f  v ic to r i­
ous, o f p u ttin g  an end to a n ti- 
S em itic  persecutions.”  A nd  
they w il l  “ as before send our' 
leading lite ra ry  lig h ts  and o ther 
men w ith  nam es w e ll-know n in  
the U n ited  States to p u t o u r 
po in t o f v iew  over the d inner 
ta b le .”

B u t a ll th is , and o f course 
the other cus tom ary  sources o f 
propaganda, m a y  s t i l l  no t be 
enough. I t  m ig h t, and p robab ly  
would, keep the 'U n ited States 
neutra l. B u t i t  w il l  no t serve as 
a su ffic ie n t cause o f w a r. F o r 
th is, the re  m ust be som eth ing 
much m ore decisive, m ore  con­
v inc ing , m ore  im m ed ia te . H ow  
about a l it t le  A m erican -Japa ­
nese inc ident? Says Rogerson:

“ I t  w il l  need a de fin ite  th re a t 
to A m e rica , a th re a t m oreover 
w hich w il l  have to be brough t 
home by  propaganda to e ve ry  
c itizen , before the R epublic  
w ill again take  a rm s in  an ex­
te rna l qu a rre l. The position  
w ill n a tu ra lly  be considerab ly 
eased i f  Japan were invo lved , 
and th is  m ig h t and p robab ly  
would b rin g  A m e rica  in  w ith ­
out fu r th e r ado. A t any ra te , i t  
would be a n a tu ra l and obvious 
ob ject o f ou r propaganda to 
achieve th is  ju s t as d u ring  the  
G rea t W ar we succeeded in  em ­
b ro ilin g  the U n ited  States w ith  
G erm any. . . .”

We th in k  com m ent is super­
fluous. B u t we th in k , also, th a t 
Rogerson's m a te r ia l should be 
requ ired  read ing  everyw here . 
The people of the U n ited  States 
have a r ig h t to know  the re a l 
methods by w h ich  th e y  w il l  be
ric ke d  in to  fig h tin g  another 

bloody, useless w ar.

GOOD N E IG H BO R S
“ W orried  and upset”  by  a re ­

ported N azi p lan  to in v ite  B ra ­
z ilian  C hief o f S ta ff, G eneral 
M onte iro , to G erm any where 
he was to be “ honored”  ‘ by 
lead ing a d iv is ion  o f G erm an 
trbops in  a huge parade staged 
fo r the purpose, the U . S. State 
D epartm ent is sending G enera l 
George C. M a rsh a ll down to 
B ra z il. M on te iro  w il l  s tay  in  
B ra z il to welcom e the “ d is tin ­
guished A m e rica n  so ld ie r.”  
G eneral M a rsh a ll is  scheduled 
to replace M a lin  C. C ra ig  as 
the U . S. A rm y ’s C hief o f S ta ff. 

*  * *
S im ultaneous w ith  the c rea ­

tion  o f the P uerto  R ican  a rm y  
departm en t, R oosevelt asked 
$21,062.500 " fo r  inc reas ing  the 
perm anent m ili ta r y  ga rrison  in  
the Panam a Canal Zone.”  He 
also asked an add itiona l sum  
of $5,937,500 fo r  the b u ild in g  of 
fly in g  fie lds  and o ther m ili ta r y  
appurtenances in  the Zone. 
W ritin g  to Senator Bankhead, 
Roosevelt s ta ted : “ I  tru s t th a t 
the Congress w il l  ac t q u ick ly  in  
th is  em ergency p ro g ra m .”
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent w age fo r every w orker.

2. Open the idle factories— operate them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

3. A  T w enty -B illion  dollar F ed era l public works  
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty -th ir ty ! $30-weekly m in im u m  w age—  
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  for a ll w orkers on
a ll jobs.

5. T h irty  d o llar w eekly old-age and d isab ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the Sixty F am ilie s .

7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n independent Lab or P a rty .

11. W orkers Defense G uards against v ig ilan te  
and Fascist attacks

K. K. K. Answered
Negro voters o f Miami, Fla., last week cour­

ageously answered the attempt of Ku K lux  Klan 
paraders to prevent them from voting.

The K u  K lux  Klanners, hiding their faces 
behind fu ll hooded regalia and covering the lic­
ense plates of their automobiles, paraded on the 
eve o f the city election primaries through the 
Negro district and threatened violence to Ne­
groes who would dare show up the next day at 
the polls.

On the following day the Negroes flocked to 
the polls. The City Clerk reported that they 
voted at a ratio o f 5-to-l greater than ever 
before.

So aroused were the Negroes that when a 
group o f K u  K lux Klanners gathered about a 
polling booth, uttering threats, the chief o f police 
thought it more prudent to disperse the Klanners 
than the Negro voters.

The success of the Miami Negroes in defying 
the Ku K lux  Klan should prove once again that 
they C AN  conquer the rights that are theirs as 
human beings. But i f  they want to gain more 
than the privilege of putting a ballot into a box 
which can be stuffed or dumped into a furnace 
by the capitalist political machine anyway, they 
must jo in  w ith the vanguard o f the working- 
class in the ligh t for socialism in the United 
States.

The courage and heroism that is character­
istic o f the Negro race w ill prove one o f the 
most powerful forces in smashing forever the 
capitalist system of inequality and scarcity and 
establishing the socialist system o f genuine 
equal rights and plenty for all.

Krivitsky and Dies
We do not know to what extent Walter K r i­

vitsky, former head o f the Soviet Secret Service 
in Western Europe who broke w ith Stalin in 
1937 and who is now in the United States, is 
acquainted with the political situation in this 
country. A t all events, it should not be difficult 
fo r him to learn the real significance of the 
M artin  Dies’ witch-hunting committee, which is 
not an “ anti-Stalinist”  body but a vicious anti­
revolutionary and anti-working class outfit from 
A  to Z. N or should it  be hard to learn the a tti­
tude not only o f the revolutionary movement 
towards the Dies Committee, but even o f the 
average honest opponent o f reaction.

K riv itsky, it is reported, is planning to testify 
before the Dies Committee about the activities 
o f the G.P.U. and the Stalinists in the United 
States. I f  the report is true, it can only bring 
discredit upon K rivitsky, just as it d id .in  the 
case o f Sam Baron. In  both cases, the motives 
o f the witnesses, no matter how pure, could not 
be o f decisive consequence. No one can claim 
the sympathy o f labor who, w itting ly or unwit- 
tingly, gives aid and comfort to the reactionary 
gang around M artin Dies. Stalinism cannot be 
fought on that platform.

We have never shared K riv itsky ’s political 
views, neither when he was in the Stalinist fac­
tion nor when, following his break, he turned 
to the camp o f bourgeois “ democracy.”  In  view 
o f the knowledge at the command of. K riv itsky,

we granted his dramatic disclosures, even though 
they are still incomplete, the respect and credi­
b ility  which they so certainly deserve. The com­
plete failure of the Stalinists to make any kind 
o f reply to his damning revelations has only 
confirmed us in our views.

One could go further and say that what K r i­
vitsky might reveal to the Dies Committee would 
not be invalidated by the personnel o f his audi­
tors. But to appear voluntarily before such a 
crew would heavily damage whatever standing 
K riv itsky himself has among those who take 
seriously the battle against reaction.

We repeat : Stalinism cannot be combatted 
from the platform o f arch-reactionary M artin  
Dies.

LO O K WHO'S T A L K IN G : P rim e  M in is te r Ne­
v ille  C ham berla in  to a tense audience b it te r ly  as­
sa iled P re m ie r M usso lin i fo r  “ im posing  the w il l  
o f a pow erfu l na tion  on a sm a ll and re la tiv e ly  
defenseless one”  by h is a rm ed invasion  o f Alba’n ia. 
Page Ire la n d . E g yp t, In d ia —in  short, m ost of 
A frica  and Asia  under B r ita in !

Kettle and the Pot
I t  doesn't take a personal acknowledgement 

from A lfred  M. Landon to prove that in a crisis 
confronting the capitalist class o f the United 
States he is more than w illing to loyally assist 
in carrying out the major tasks which Roosevelt 
is now organizing.

Everybody remembers, fo r example, the ex­
cellent messenger boy Landon made at the Lima 
Conference follow ing his appointment by Presi­
dent Roosevelt.

Last week in a speech at the Methodist U n it­
ing Conference, Landon again confirmed his loy­
alty to Roosevelt, pointing out that he was cross­
ing party lines to back up the President, but 
jus tify ing  it  by the war crisis. He advocated 
what Roosevelt advocates, a conference to work 
out a scheme to “ preserve world peace.”  in  the 
same breath, like Roosevelt, he demanded that 
the feverish construction o f the war machine be 
continued.

This speech irritated the current editors o f 
the Daily Worker, who like Landon profess 
loyalty to President Roosevelt.

Landon’s speech conflicts w ith their thesis 
that Landon represents “ W all Street”  whereas 
Roosevelt represents American “ democracy” 
which has its headquarters not in W all Street, 
o f course, o f course, but under the shqft at 
Bunker ‘H il l and in the editorial offices o f the 
Daily Worker.

So the current editors o f the Daily W orker 
took a few columns in their issue o f May 6 to 
prove that Landon was using weasel words 
when he got behind Roosevelt side by side with 
them.

The current editors tried to. prove that Lan­
don is really a fascist veiling himself behind 
loyal phrases to the,President. But it must be 
noted that their arguments were not even as 
plausible as those o f previous editors o f the 
Daily W orker who attempted to prove hack in 
1932 and 1933 that Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
a war-mongering fascist.

We don’t want to spoil the chuckles readers of 
the Daily W orker w ill obtain from the editorial 
by dissecting it phrase by phrase— dissecting a 
joke is the surest way to spoil it. And this is not 
necessary anyway, since in the usual sparkling 
Daily W orker style, the editorial refutes itself. 
But one tasty little item is too tempting to pass 
up : “ Landon wants America to become an im­
perialist grabber w ith H itle r.”

This sounds very much like an attempt to an­
swer Landon's charge: "U n til very recently the 
left wing liberals, who are the war party in 
America now, were saying we went into the 
W orld W ar not to save democracy but to save 
our investments. Now they are the loudest in 
arguing that we must oppose force w ith  force 
to stop aggression in Europe.”

When the current editors o f the Daily W ork­
er accuse Landon o f not loyally backing: the 
President in his war plans, and Landon accuses 
the Daily W orker crowd o f the same sin, isn’t 
there just a slight smudge o f the kettle and the 
pot calling each other black?

“ P res iden t Roosevelt is  w a r-m ongering  to save 
h is job , w hich is in  g rave jeopardy  because o f the 
fa ilu re  of h is dom estic p o lit ic a l p la n ,"  declares 
D er A n g riff, the newspaper o f H it le r ’s m outh ­
piece. P ropaganda M in is te r Goebbels. When the 
bosses fa l l  out, they te ll the tru th  about each 
other.

Resignation by Request
Maxim Litv inov is reported by Tass, the offi­

cial Soviet News Agency, to have “ relinquished 
his office at his own request” — in exactly the 
same manner as Yezhov, whose fate is now 
“ unknown.”  Rumors circulated in Moscow that 
L itv inov ’s resignation had nothing to do with 

a new possible turn in Stalin's diplomatic in ­
trigues, that it was illness, a bad heart. . . .

A  few days later A L L  the high officials o f 
the Soviet Foreign Office and O T H E R  close 
colleagues o f L itv inov were S U M M A R IL Y  
D ISM ISSED . Even though they didn't “ relin­
quish office at their own request,”  we’ll wager 
the whole treasury o f Stalin's G.P.U. against a 
fresh clip o f cartridges fo r a well-oiled Mauser 
automatic, that they feel just about as ill as 
Maxim L itv inov himself.

Senator Bilbo Presents: A  Preview 
O f the Road to American Fascism

Roosevelt Is Silent and Members of Congress Listen Without 
Protest as the President's Party Colleague Calls for Fascist 
Race Hatred With the Cry "Drive the Negroes Out!"

By R U TH  J E F F R E Y
The U n ited  States Senate was 

presented w ith  a p rev iew  of 
A m erican  fasc ism  on A p r il 24, 
by the D em ocra tic  P a r ty ’s Sen­
a to r fro m  M iss iss ipp i, Theodore 
B ilbo . As H it le r  d rives the Jews 
out, so B ilbo  w ould expel the 
persecuted Negroes.

B ilbo  fed  the fire s  o f race ­
ha tred  w ith  c ra f t i ly  chosen— or 
invented—quotations fro m  the 
w rit in g s  of Thom as Jefferson 
( “ the f ir s t  D e m o cra t” ), A b ra ­
ham  L in co ln , and fro m  the 
B ib le . No ob jection  w hatever 
was ra ised by B ilb o ’s fe llow - 
Senators. Senator D av is  o f 
Pennsylvan ia  even asked fo r 
add itiona l in fo rm a tio n  on fine  
points.

P res ident Roosevelt makes 
fine  speeches aga inst the G e r­
m an N azis. B u t aga inst the 
Nazis of the A m erican  South, 
aga inst his own p a rty 's  Sena­
to r fro m  M iss iss ipp i, whom  
Roosevelt p rovides w ith  the 
usual sena to ria l patronage— 
aga inst fasc ism  here and now, 
Roosevelt is  s ilen t. 
B IL B O -H IT L E R  CUTS 
T H E  G O R D IAN  KN O T

B ilbo  m inces no w ords:
“ There are on ly tw o solutions 

to our ever-present race p rob­
lem  in  the U n ited  States. One 
so lu tion is the phys ica l separa­
tion  of the races . . . and by 
th is  separa tion  the b l o o d  
s tream  o f the w h ite  race sha ll 
rem a in  uncontam inated and a ll 
cu ltu re , progress and the bless­
ings o f the w h ite  m an ’s c iv iliz a ­
tion  sha ll fo re ve r rem a in  the 
price less possession of the 
Anglo-Saxon in  th is  proud Re­
p u b lic .”

M r . B ilb o ’s w h ite  m an, note, 
is an Anglo-Saxon.

“ The o ther so lu tion  to th is  
g rea t p rob lem  is to le t the tw o 
races continue to live  side by 
side in  the same coun try , w hich 
w il l  resu lt, .as ce rta in  as fa te , 
in  the loss of the w hite  m a n ’s 
c iv iliz a tio n . . . .”

L e s t we be led to believe tha t 
M r . B ilbo 's  desire to expel the 
Negroes m akes h im  no fr ie n d  
of the Negro he declares, “ As 
I  have stated frequen tly , the 
Negro in  A m erica  has no bet­
te r fr ie n d  than I  am  to h im . 
The m ere fa c t th a t I  spent fou r 
days on the flo o r o f the Senate 
fig h tin g  the so-called a n ti­
lynch ing  b il l  is evidence o f the 
fa c t. . ’ . .”

H is  fr iend liness  established, 
he proceeds to his ra c ia l in te r­
p re ta tion  of h is to ry , m uch like

th a t o f the N azis:
“ S c ien tific  research has suc­

cessfu lly  established t h r e e  
propositions beyond a ll con tro ­
versy :

“ F irs t,  the w h ite  race has 
founded, developed, and m a in ­
ta ined every c iv iliz a tio n  known 
to the hum an race.

“ Second, the w h ite  race, hav­
ing  founded, developed and 
m ain ta ined  a c iv iliza tio n , has 
never been known, in  a ll h is ­
to ry , to lose th a t c iv iliz a tio n  so 
long as the race was kep t w hite .

“ T h ird , the w h ite  m an has 
never kep t un im pa ired  the c iv ­
iliza tio n  he has founded and de­
veloped a fte r its  blood s tream  
has been adu lte ra ted  by the 
blood s tream  of another race, 
m ore especia lly  another race so 
w ide ly  d iverse in  a ll its  in h e r­
en t qua lities  as the b lack 
ra ce .”
B ILB O  IS AN 
A N T I-S E M IT E  TOO

And i f  you m issed the “ A ry ­
a n ,"  an ti-S em itic  im p lic a tio n  of 
th a t la s t “ th e o ry .”  a fu r th e r re ­
m a rk  m akes i t  c le a r:

” . . .  I  w ish to say to the co l­
ored c itizens who m ay hear me 
today, o r who m ay read m y 
speech, th a t i f  they are reset­
tled  in  L ib e r ia  they w il l  have 
one consolation in  know ing th a t 
they w il l  no t be troub led  by the 
w hite  m an. They w il l  no t be 
troub led  by a ce rta in  race, 
such as we fin d  in  some o f the 
la rge  c ities , w h ich  m akes a 
spec ia lty  of racke tee ring  and 
exp lo iting  and con tam ina ting  
the Negroes.

“ The m ost g ra t ify in g  th ing  I  
have read in  some tim e  had to 
do w ith  the p icke ting  in  H a r­
lem , New Y o rk , o f stores th a t 
are owned by Jews. The N e­
groes insisted tha t, since the 
Jews w ere going to do busi­
ness, some m em bers o f the 
Negro race should be em ployed 
in those stores, and the Negroes 
made i t  so hot fo r  ou r Jew ish 
friends  th a t they were forced 
to g ive em p loym ent to Negro 
boys and g ir ls  in  H a rle m .”  

B ilbo  approves o f p icke ting— 
in H a rle m , and aga inst the 
Jews. B u t woe to the Negro 
w o rke r or sharecropper who 
dares to jo in  a p icke t line  in  
M iss iss ipp i! B ilbo  h im se lf 
w ould lead the lynch ing  squads. 

And here is B ilbo 's  p roposal: 
“ . . . A t the la s t session we 

app ropria ted  over $2,000,000,000 
fo r re lie f. O ne-half of th a t 
am ount o f money could be 
spent in  p ro v id in g  fo r the re ­

se ttlem ent o f the Negro in  his 
na tive  fa the rland , and the G ov­
e rnm ent would save money on 
the transaction , because i f  we 
could succeed in  rem oving  
5,000,000, 6,000,000, o r 8,000,000 
Negroes who are now ready to 
go to A fr ic a  we w ould §olve the 
unem ploym ent p rob lem  and do 
aw ay w ith  the necessity fo r  re ­
lie f, fo r there w ould be a job 
fo r  every w h ite  m an and wo­
m an in  A m e ric a .”

He w inds up by b lam ing  
syp h illis , the C iv il W ar, the boll 
w eevil and o ther insect plagues 
on the Negroes, v is ited  upon the 
land he avers, as were plagues 
upon E gyp t, because o f the 
presence o f an unwanted race; 
and adds his in ten tion  o f g iv ing  
his hate-breeding speech “ the 
w idest possible c irc u la t io n .”  
“ The f ig h t , "  he concludes, “ to 
solve the race question by sep­
a ra tion  . . . has ju s t s ta rted . 
Th is  is on ly the beg inn ing .”  
SMASH RAC E S LA V E R Y  
H E R E  AN D  NOW !

B ilb o ’s g rea t - g rand fa thers  
to re  the A fr ic a n  natives fro m  
th e ir  huts and dragged them  
here to be sold in to  s lave ry . 
F o r one hundred years our 
bro thers, enchained, were d r iv ­
en and beaten fo r  the la s t 
ounce o f p ro f it  th a t could be 
ex trac ted  fro m  th e ir  bones.

“ L ib e ra te d ”  by the C iv il 
W ar, they entered a new phase 
o f enslaved existence. B u t ex­
p lo ited, hounded, d isc rim ina ted  
against, they have ye t m an­
aged to ca rve  som ething of a 
life  fo r  them selves and th e ir 
ch ild ren  in  a land no longer 
s trange. A m erica  is th e ir  
home, fa r  m ore than  i t  is 
B ilb o ’s.

Today they stand shoulder to 
shoulder w ith  the explo ited 
w orkers  o f a ll o rig ins  who m eet 
in  the slum s, in  the fac to ries  
and on the Tobacco Roads o f 
A m erica . They are no longer, 
in  the m id s t o f econom ic c ris is , 
so r ic h  a source of p ro f it  fo r 
the B ilbos, p a rt ic u la r ly  when 
they dem and a decent life  fo r 
them selves and th e ir  ch ild ren  
—and so the B ilbos w ould ship 
some o f them  back to the 
jungles.

B u t th e ir place is no t in  the 
A fr ic a n  jung les. Through th e ir 
blood and th e ir  sweat they have 
helped bu ild  A m erica , and they 
are our fe llo w -A m e ric a n >w o rk ­
ers and fa rm e rs , w ith  'whom 
we jo in  hands in  our s trugg le  
fo r lib e ra tio n , fo r  b lack and 
w h ite  a like .

The "W orld  of Tom orrow "-- 
Glorified Swindle and Peepshow

By N A T  L E V IN E
No m ore  g igan tic , a ll-enve l­

oping sw ind le  was ever con­
ceived and rea lized than the 
New Y o rk  W o rld ’s F a ir . C rowd­
ed in to  its  1,216 acres is a stag­
ge ring  v a r ie ty  of State, Feder­
a l, In te rn a tio n a l and C om m er­
c ia l peepshows, each as d if fe r ­
en t fro m  the o ther as the suits 
in  G rover W halen’s w ardrobe. 
Known as The W orld  O f To­
m orrow , the nam e is as b rea th ­
ta k in g  as the size and scope of 
the F a ir  its e lf and as fa lse as 
the p laste rboard  m asquerad ing 
as concrete.

The purpose o f the F a ir— 
a p a rt fro m  boosting New Y o rk  
business—is to im press upon 
the w o rk ing  class the m igh t, 
g lo ry  and v ita l ity  o f cap ita lism , 
subservience to w h ich  is the 
need of the hour: i-evo lu tiona ry  
action the F a ir  w ould d iscour­
age by its  d isp lay  of ca p ita l­
is m ’s pow erfu l resources. The 
g i lt  face w h ich  leers out of the 
F lush ing  meadows declares 
tha t ca p ita lism  w il l  not su ffe r 
in tim id a tio n  fro m  the w ork ing  
class.

The W orld  o f T om orrow  on 
the fo rm e r F lush ing  dum p heap 
is an earnest o f the to ta lita r ia n  
c a p ita lis t w o rld  o f the fu tu re .

S u p e rfic ia lly , the F a ir ’s m ost 
p rom inen t fea tu re  is the endless 
num ber of young g ir ls  parad ing  
th e ir nude bodies a t tw enty- 
five  cents a peep. T h a t’s cap i­
ta lis m ’s idea o f a w o rld  of a r t 
and cu ltu re .

A c tu a lly  the c a p ita lis t W orld  
of T om orrow  w il l  be a thou­
sand-fold u g lie r than the flu ted  
towers and in sp ir in g  colum ns of 
the F a ir  w ou ld  lead one to be­
lieve  a t f i r s t  glance. T h is  is 
s tr ik in g ly  revealed by exam in-' 
ing  no less an e xh ib it than th a t 
of the U n ited  States G overn­
ment.
A H Y M N  TO WAR

The en tire  F edera l e xh ib it is 
perm eated fro m  beginning to 
end w ith  New Deal pi'opaganda 
fo r w a r. The p ro -w ar, openly 
crass jingo  e xh ib it is  cast in  a 
so ft, m odern is tic  in te r io r, la id  
down w ith  heavy p lush rugs and

lined w ith  b e a u tifu lly  scu lp ­
tu red  glass statues. B u t the 
b ru ta l legends on the w a lls  are 
in  sharp con trast to the o the r­
w ise de lica te  in te r io r. Im ­
m ed ia te ly  upon entering , one is 
confronted w ith  the insc rip tion , 
“ To Be P repared F o r W ar Is  
One o f the M ost E ffe c tu a l 
Means of P rese rv ing  Peace.”  
An accom panying slogan reads, 
“ Adequate Defenses A re  the 
B u lw a rk  of the N a tion 's  Basic 
In s titu tio n s .”  U nder each o f the 
legends are a v a r ie ty  o f d ra ­
m a tic  tableaus—exh ib its  of the 
A rm y  and N avy.

T rench  w a rfa re  is  s tr ik in g ly  
depicted by a three-d im ension­
al e x h ib it in  w hich one sees in ­
fa n try  advance, tanks poise in 
action and so ld iers in  various 
a ttitudes o f a ttack . A changing 
m u r a l  alongside po rtrays  
“ Troops on the F ro n t L in e ,”  
“ T ranspo rta tion  o f M un itions 
Be I t  by T ra in , Ship, M o to r or 
M u le ,”  and a “ P o rt of E m b a r­
k a tio n .”  O ther tableaus dep ict 
the a r t il le ry , the a ir  corps and 
the coast defense.

The N avy  e xh ib it is rep re ­
sented by fo u r t r ic k  scenes en-

Cropper Asks and 
Gets "History of the 
Russian Revolution"

F ro m  a sharecropper in  the 
h e a rt of the deep South a re ­
quest cam e to headquarters of 
the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  re ­
cen tly , asking fo r a copy of 
Leon T ro ts k y ’s “ H is to ry  o f the 
Russian R evo lu tion .”

A notice was posted on the 
b u lle tin  board and Comrade 
B en jam in  Engel donated a copy 
w hich was m a iled  to the share­
cropper.

Upon its  rece ip t, the share­
cropper w rote  another le tte r 
acknow ledging rece ip t of the 
book and thank ing  the S.W.P. 
fo r  sending it .  N o t on ly  he, but 
others in  h is  neighborhood are 
in terested i^i s tudy ing  it ,  his 
le tte r stated.

title d , “ The F le e t in  Peace,”  
“ The F le e t in  W a r,”  “ The 
M arine  C orps,”  and “ The Coast 
G u a rd .”

A d jacen t and p a rt o f the na­
va l e xh ib it is , s ig n ifica n tly  
enough, th a t o f the U . S. M a r i­
tim e  C om m ission, now engaged 
in a f ig h t aga inst the seagoing 
unions. Its  d isp lay  is another 
m u ra l w h ich  reads f irs t ,  “ 25 
M illio n  Am ericans D erive  th e ir 
L ive lihood  D ire c tly  o r In d ire c t­
ly  fro m  O ur Ocean T rade . N a­
tiona l Econom y and S ecurity  
Dem and a S trong M erchan t 
M a r in e .”  The S trong M erchan t 
M arine  is shown in  the next 
slide of the m u ra l as a Tanke r, 
F re ig h te r and a L in e r cam ou­
flaged  fo r w a r transpo rta tion .
P IC TU R ES  NOT B A C K ED  
B Y  R E A L IT IE S

The res t of the governm ent 
e xh ib it is g iven over to its  pub­
lic  housing p rog ram , its  edu­
ca tiona l services, its  pub lic  
w orks p rog ram . None o f these 
exh ib its  g ives the figu res  of 
congressional c u rta ilm e n t o f the 
funds fo r  these purposes, w ith ­
ou t w hich none o f the fancy  de­
signs po rtrayed  by the exh ib its  
can be rea lized in  the fu tu re .

W hat is perhaps the greatest 
m isnom er of the en tire  F a ir  is 
the so-called C ourt o f Peace, 
fro n tin g  on the G overnm ent 
bu ild ing . Th is  huge square is 
used d a ily  as a rev iew ing  
ground fo r m ili ta ry  un its  of the 
A rm y , N avy and M arine  Corps. 
When these un its  are not e ithe r 
d r ill in g  o r parad ing , the C ourt 
is used by the A m erican  L e ­
gion and o ther p a tr io tic  o rgan i­
zations fo r  un ifo rm ed d rum  
and bugle corps com petitions.

When th is  w r ite r  approached 
the press representa tive  o f the 
F a ir  fo r a press pass in to  the 
grounds, he was asked w hether 
the Socia list Appeal had “ co­
opera ted”  w ith  the F a ir  m an­
agem ent. In  v iew  of the fa c t 
th a t “ coopera tion”  can only 
mean whooping i t  up fo r  M r. 
W halen ’s show, the w r ite r  
begged o ff by accepting a one- 
day pass. We p re fe r he rea fte r 
to pay our own w ay.

T h e i r  Bu James Burnham

Government
C iv il and dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  are no t a t a ll a lu xu ry  

fo r  labor, no r va luab le  m e re ly  fo r th e ir own sake. 
They are essentia l to la b o r ’s ve ry  existence, to the 
w o rke rs ’ a b ility  even to ge t enough food to live  on. 
W ithou t them  labor cannot f ig h t; and, as th ings 
are, w ithou t fig h tin g  labor is  reduced to the status 
of m iserab le  slaves.

The key task o f fasc ism  is to abolish dem ocra tic  
rig h ts , especia lly  the rig h ts  o f la b o r: the r ig h t to 
organize, to s tr ike , to  p icke t, to dem onstra te , to 
speak and w rite  fre e ly . When these r ig h ts  are 
gone, i t  is  a c h ild ’s job  fo r  the bosses to d rive  
down wages and to l i f t  hours.

E ve ry  w o rke r has, there fo re , good cause fo r  
a la rm  a t the concerted and g row ing  a ttack  on 
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  w h ich  has been ta k in g  place in  
th is  coun try  d u ring  the past s ix  m onths. F a r fro m  
receding in  the days to come, there is every  reason 
to believe th a t th is  a ttack  w il l  become m ore in ­
tense, g row ing  bo lder w ith  every p a r t ia l success.

Legal Straightjackets for Labor
Through a re fe rendum  vote in the N ovem ber 

elections, a new labor law , backed by the Associ­
ated F a rm e rs , passed in  the State o f Oregon: and 
a s im ila r  law  was n a rro w ly  defeated in  C a lifo rn ia . 
Th is  law , w h ich  has no t ye t been f i rm ly  enforced, 
wou'*I m ake genuine un ion ism  v ir tu a lly  im pos­
sible. A long l is t  o f p roh ib itions  so re s tr ic t the 
r ig h t to s tr ike , to organize, p icke t and boycott th a t 
the unions w ould be unable to ge t to f i r s t  base.

A  few  weeks ago, M innesota passed an e laborate  
law , in co rpo ra ting  m any of the clauses of the O re­
gon sta tu te . Special fea tures o f the M innesota law , 
such as those fo rb id d in g  “ in te rfe rence  w ith  tra n s ­
p o rta tio n ”  are a im ed d ire c tly  a t the D r iv e rs ’ 
Union, backbone of the M innesota labor m ove­
m ent. A m od ified  fo rm  o f com pu lsory  a rb itra tio n  
is in troduced, and s tr ikes  cannot be ca lled u n til 
a fte r a whole series of notices and delays to ta llin g  
a t least a m onth. Mass p icke ting  is illega lized .

A s im ila r  law  has recen tly  been pu t on the books 
in  W isconsin. Law s along the same lines, m ore­
over, have been in troduced th is  year in to  the leg is­
la tu res of m ore than a dozen add itiona l States. 
O thers are scheduled, and m any th rea ten  to pass 
before the yea r is out.

The Courts Do Their Bit
As a lw ays, the courts , se rv ile  h ire lin g s  of the 

bosses, are w e ll up in  the fro n t of the d rive  aga inst 
the rig h ts  of labor. The year has been dotted w ith  
brazen decisions fro m  one side of the coun try  to 
another.

The Suprem e C ourt its e lf set the fashion in  the 
notorious Fansteel case. The ille g a lity  o f sit-downs 
was made unam biguous. The doctrine  was la id  
down th a t a w o rke r who is fram ed  up on any 
charge w hatever—no m a tte r how t r iv ia l—has no 
lega l redress aga inst his boss, how ever m any 
c rim es the boss m ay have com m itted  aga inst the 
w orke r.

In  P h ilade lph ia , the fa n ta s tic  decision in  the 
Apex H osiery case, rendered under the a n ti-tru s t 
laws, a ttem pts  to fin d  a means fo r  w ip ing  out 
unions f in a n c ia lly  w henever they conduct a m i l i ­
ta n t s tr ike .

In  C a lifo rn ia , I ll in o is . New Y o rk  and elsewhere, 
co u rt decisions have s tru ck  a t secondary p icke ting  
and boycotts, at the presence on the p icke t line  of 
anyone not an em ployee o f the shop being p ick ­
eted, a t mass p icke ting , a t the closed shop.

Congress Joins the Parade
A num ber of re m a rka b le  b ills  d irected  against 

dem ocra tic  rig h ts  have been in troduced  in to  th is  
session of Congress, and severa l of them  have a l­
ready passed a t least one House. M any are con­
cerned w ith  a liens — inc lud ing  am ong a liens a ll 
who have not been granted th e ir  f in a l c itizensh ip  
papers. One o f these, w hich has been approved by 
the House o f R epresentatives, makes any a lien 
sub ject to im m ed ia te  deporta tion  who advocates 
“ any change”  in  the present fo rm  of governm ent. 
N ot "o v e rth ro w ”  o r "v io le n t change”  o r “ funda ­
m enta l change”  bu t any change w hatever.

A nother, now being debated, w ould establish 
concentra tion  cam ps fo r  aliens convicted of any 
c r im in a l charge—and conv ic ting  an a lien of a 
c r im in a l charge is a c inch when you set your m ind 
to it .

A th ird  b ill,  w ith  a good chance o f being enacted 
a t th is  session, m akes a c rim e  o f any a tte m p t to 
in fluence the a rm y  or navy. U nder th is  b ill a ll a n ti­
w a r propaganda—since i t  m ig h t conceivab ly come 
to the a tten tion  of a so ld ie r o r sa ilo r—would be 
te ch n ica lly  ille g a l.

The P res ident has a lready  deprived a ll aliens 
of the r ig h t to W .P .A . jobs. A num ber o f Congress­
men w ish to p ro h ib it the g ra n tin g  o f any kind of 
re lie f to anyone, c itizen  o r a lien , who belongs to 
an o rgan iza tion  advocating  a change in the fo rm  
of governm ent.

A s trong bloc o f Congressmen are pushing an 
am endm ent to the W agner A c t w h ich  w ould ille g a l- 
ize the closed shop, and others w h ich  would, under 
the nam e o f “ undue co e rc ion ", p ro h ib it m ilita n t 
union organ iza tion  and action.

The Future of Democratic Rights
The a ttack  w h ich  has s ta rted  aga inst dem ocra tic  

r ig h ts  is in its  f i r s t  and m ild e s t stage. U nder the 
pressure o f the ever-deepening econom ic c r is is  and 
the s w ift ly  approach ing  w ar, i t  w il l  advance m ore 
s w ift ly  and b ru ta lly . Th is  we know in  advance, and 
i t  need not su rp rise  us.

B u t w ha t is in  the h ighest degree a la rm in g  is 
the a lm ost com plete p ass iv ity  of the labor m ove­
m en t in  the face o f the a ttack . I f  labor does not 
sw ing soon in to  action i t  w il l  be an accom plice in  
its  own destruction . And the tim e  to ac t is  now ; 
to m orrow  the in fa n t m ay have grow n to a g ian t 
too g rea t to cope w ith .

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

 By Arthur Hopkins
General F ranco  broadcasts over the M a d rid  

radio a p rom ise  of fu l l  pardon fo r a ll R epublican 
so ld iers not g u ilty  o f c rim es. B ut, as Phaedrus 
said over 2,000 years ago, i t  is a c r im e  fo r a 
p leb ian to g rum b le  in  pub lic  aga inst the bosses, le t 
alone bear a rm s aga inst them .

A m erican  Legion Post N um ber 1, begins a ca m ­
paign to choose a ve teran fo r p res iden t in  1940. 
“ The In te res t of th is  coun try  in  peace and w a r can 
best be served by hav ing  as com m ander-in -ch ie f 
someone who has gone th rough  ‘he ll in  m u d ’ ,”  
reads a reso lu tion  adopted by th is  Post. Someone 
who w ants to get even, I  suppose, by ge tting  the 
rest o f us to w a llow  in  i t  too.


