
THE PROBLEM O F  THE U K R A IN E —  BY LEO N TR O TSK Y

LITVINOV OUSTER BID TO HITLER
Legislators of ' Left' and Right 
Unite to Slash Relief Funds

London Nods Accord 
On Diverting Money 
To War Preparations

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)

W A S H IN G T O N , D. C — 
I t  is a remarkable fact that, 
w ith both houses o f Congress 
in daily session, a message to 
that body from the President 
has remained uncommented 
upon fo r over a week. And 
it was a message on future 
W .P .A . policies!

President Roosevelt’s mes
sage o f A pril 27, proposing a 
W .P.A. budget for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, is in
deed being treated like a sa
cred cow. And for these rea
sons :

1. The Republican “ econ
omy bloc’’ is so pleased with 
the President’s m e s s a g e ,  
which fu lfills  their fondest 
desires in  slashing re lie f ap
p rop ria tions , th a t they absta in 
fro m  too enthusiastic  pra ise ol 
i t ,  lest they com prom ise the 
P res ident by revea ling  the ac
tu a l un ited fro n t w h ich  exists 
between them  aga inst the 
W .P .A . w orkers.
R epublicans Thank Roosevelt
The R epublicans dem onstra

ted th e ir g ra titude  to Roosevelt 
by a lign ing ' them selves w ith  
h im  in  fo re ign  po licy , through 
the M ay 3 speech of A lf  Lan- 
don, the R epublican p a r ty ’s 
leader.

T h a t speech w ould never 
have been made had Roosevelt 
not pa id  to the Republican- 
D em ocra tic  “ economy b lo c " 
the p rice  of s lashing the W .P.A. 
And since Roosevelt today sub
ord ina tes eve ry th ing  else to his 
w a r p reparations, he consid
ered i t  a sm all-enough p rice  to 
pay, especia lly since he w il l  cu t 
anyth ing  in  s igh t in  o rde r to 
fin d  ready m oney fo r speeding 
a rm am ents.

W .A .A . S ilent
2. The so-called “ le ft w in g "  

o f the New Deal is m um  be
cause like  the P res ident they 
p u t the preparations fo r  w a r 
before a ll else. In  any other 
period , i t  w ould  be fan tas tic  
th a t, fo r  exam ple, the “ W ork
e rs ’ A llia n c e ’ ’— alleged ly ■ the 
na tiona l o rgan iza tion  o f W .P .A. 
w o rke rs—should say no t a word 
o f c r it ic is m  o f a P resident who 
engineers the d ischarge of 
ne a rly  one out o f two W .P .A . 
w orkers.

B u t the W orkers A lliance  is 
in  the f irm  g rip  of S ta lin is t 
leadersh ip . T h e  S ta lin is ts  
solved the em barrass ing  p rob 
lem  o f the P res iden t’s re lie f 
message by the silence of the 
tom b.

C overing Up Roosevelt
And when, in  accordance 

w ith  th a t message, Col. H a r
ring ton  ordered the mass d is
m issa ls to begin, the D a ily  
W orker, cen tra l organ o f the 
C om m unist P a rty , achieved the 
fe a t o f w r it in g  an e d ito ria l in  
i t  w h ich m entioned ne ithe r 
Roosevelt nor h is W .P .A . o f f i 
c ia ls !

D e libe ra te ly  igno ring  the fa c t 
th a t the present d ism issa ls are 
tak ing  place in  v iew  of the 
P res iden t's  proposals and th a t 
the New Deal bloc in  the Sen
ate and House jo ined the Wood- 
rum -B yrnes "econom y b lo c " in 
an am icab ly -a rranged  com pro
m ise on the la s t de fic iency ap
p ro p ria tio n  fo r  th is  yea r, the 
D a ily  W orke r o f M ay 4 says:

“ The newspapers yesterday 
ca rr ie d  a revea ling  and c ruc ia l 
ite m : 200,000 m ore w orkers  to 
be fire d  fro m  W .P .A . by M ay 
8, w ith  another 200,000 d ism is 
sals in  June. These fir in g s  are 
the resu lts  o f the savage slash
es made by W oodrum  and the 
o ther Tories in  the P res iden t’s 
a p p ro p ria tio n .’ ’

The P res ident says in  black 
and w h ite : I  w an t the ro lls  re 
duced to 2,000,000 by Ju ly  1.
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F .D .R .’ s W a r A g a in s t  th e  U n e m p lo y e d
Shoulder to shoulder w ith  thq R epublican “ economy b loc”  

P res ident Roosevelt has thus fa r  dea lt the fo llow ing  blows to 
the W .P.A. w o rke rs :

In  e igh t m onths he cu t down the W .P.A. ro lls  from  3.J50,- 
000 to las t w eek’s fig u re  of 2,800,000— 550,000 w orkers  and 
th e ir fa m ilie s— m ore than 2,000,000 people—th row n  in to  the 
streets.

Another m illio n  were condemned to pauperism  on M ay 2, 
when Col. F . C. H a rrin g to n , W .P .A. Federa l A d m in is tra to r, 
ordered 200,000 m ore W .P.A. w orkers  dropped from  the ro lls  
by M ay 8.

Th is slash was but the f ir s t  in  a series to be ca rr ie d  out by 
Ju ly  1, to b rin g  the ro lls  down to the fig u re  o f 2,000,000 p ro 
vided by P res ident Roosevelt’s re lie f message of A p r il 27 to 
Congress.

Roosevelt’s message proposed a one-th ird  slash in  the 
W .P .A .—fro m  the c u rre n t ye a r’s budget of $2,250,000,000 to 
one fo r the year beg inn ing Ju ly  1 of $1,477,000,000.

I f  Roosevelt’s proposals become law , 43% of those on the 
W .P.A. ro lls  in  O ctober—nearly  one out of every two—w il l  be 
dropped fro m  the ro lls .

O f those s t i l l  on the ro lls  now, one out of three are s t i l l  to 
be dropped, by Roosevelt’s plans.

The 2,000,000 rem a in ing  w il l  receive an average wage of 
$13 w eekly on the basis of Roosevelt’s proposed figures.

Is Congress To Stay-
In  Session?

*

a m  E D IT O R !A I. —

On Thursday, Senator B a n k h e a d , a leading spokesman 
of the Administration, introduced a resolution to adjourn 
Congress sine die on June 15th.

The meaning o f this move must he brought home to 
every worker.

During the four months since the present session began, 
Congress has done just two things: in cooperation with the 
White House it has carried through a brutal drive against 
the unemployed: and at the dictate of Roosevelt and the 
W ar and Navy Departments it has voted the largest arma
ment appropriations in this country’s peace-time history.

.Roosevelt and Congress figure that these two matters o f 
relief cuts and armament appropriations can be finished up 
satisfactorily in the next month.

A fte r that time Roosevelt wants Congress out o f the 
way in order that he can advance his war plans without 
the slightest risk of interference from any misguided Con
gressman or Senator who, whether because o f his own 
beliefs or pressure from his constituents, may not yet be 
100% sold on the new W ar for Democracy.

Roosevelt is afraid that the anti-war pressure of the 
people might find some echo in the halls of Congress or in 
the Congressional committees. He doesn't want to take 
the chance o f any kind o f investigation into his secret 
diplomacy, any obstruction to his free hand in maneuver
ing on the international front.

From-the past record, he would have little enough to 
fear i f  Congress remained in session from now until 
doomsday. These contemptible, cowardly legislators have 
sat like sheep and voted, as a rule unanimously, every dol
lar demanded for the war machine. And the rest of the 
time they have lopped every cent they dared iron) the relief 
funds.

But the m ajority o f Congress, on its side, is anxious to 
get out o f the spotlight o f Washington. They want to 
shove responsibility for the war-and the relief cuts from 
their own shoulders. They are afraid that i f  they stay in 
session, they w ill be more exposed to the anger o f the 
people directed against the war and the W .P.A. slashes.

The workers are being shown what can be expected 
from a boss government: war and starvation. A serious 
program for peace and food and jobs w ill take a workers’ 
government, a workers’ Congress and a workers’ Presi
dent, to put it across.

But we should not let these scoundrels get away with 
their present move without putting them squarely on the 
spot.

Let the people demand :
Keep Congress in session, and compel it  to vote the 

popular w ill fo r a peoples’ referendum on any war!
Keep Congress in session, and demand that it transfer 

all war funds to the unemployed!
Open the files o f the State, W ar and Navy Departments, 

and show the people the steps whereby we are being led 
into the war!

Keep Congress in session, and compel it to vote the 
funds to provide a job fo r every w orker!

R e j.„m c u  w nnout Apology iro m  the New Masses, Deeem oer lt>, 1936.

The Problem of the Ukraine
The U k ra in ia n  question, w h ich  m any gov

ernm ents and m any “ soc ia lis ts ”  and even 
“ com m un is ts”  have tr ie d  to fo rg e t o r to re le 
gate to the deep strongbox of h is to ry , has 
once again been placed on the order o f the 
day and th is  tim e  w ith  redoubled fo rce . The 
la test agg rava tion  of the U k ra in ia n  question 
is m ost in tim a te ly  bound up w ith  the degen
e ra tion  o f the Soviet U nion and of the Com
in te rn . the successes of fasc ism  and the ap
proach o f the next im p e ria lis t w a r. C ruc ified  
by fo u r states,' the U kra ine  now occupies in 
the fa te  o f Europe the same position th a t 
was once occupied by P o land ; w ith  th is  d if
ference—th a t w o rld  re la tions  are now in f in 
ite ly  m ore tense and the tem pos o f develop
m ent accelerated. The U k ra in ia n  question is 
destined in  the im m ed ia te  fu tu re  to p lay  an 
enormous ro le in  the life  of Europe. I t  was 
not fo r  no th ing th a t H it le r  so n o is ily  ra ised 
the question of <;reating a “ G rea te r U k ra in e ’ ’ 
and likew ise  i t  was not fo r noth ing th a t he 
dropped th is  question w ith  such stea lthy  
haste.

A Question that Must 
Not Be Ignored

The Second In te rn a tio n a l, expressing the 
in te rests of the labor bureaucracy and a ris 
tocracy  of the im p e ria lis t states, com ple te ly  
ignored the U k ra in ia n  question. Even its  le ft 
w ing  d id no t pay the necessary a tten tion  to 
it .  Suffice  i t  to re ca ll th a t Rosa Luxem burg ,

■by Leon Trotsky
fo r  a il her b r i l l ia n t in te lle c t and genuinely 
re vo lu tio n a ry  s p ir it ,  found i t  possible to de
c la re  th a t the U kra in ia n  question was the 
invention  o f a hand fu l o f in te llec tua ls . Th is 
position le ft a deep im p r in t  even upon the 
Polish C om m unist p a rty . The U k ra in ia n  
question was looked upon by the o ff ic ia l lead
ers of the Polish section o f the C om in tern  as 
an obstacle ra th e r than a re vo lu tio n a ry  p rob 
lem . Hence the constant oppo rtun is t a t
tem pts to shy aw ay fro m  th is  question, to 
suppress it ,  to pass over i t  in  silence, o r to 
postpone i t  to an in d e fin ite  fu tu re .

The B o lshev ik  p a rty , no t w ith o u t d iff ic u lty  
and on ly g ra d u a lly  under the constant p res 
sure o f Len in , was able to acqu ire  a co rre c t 
approach to the U k ra in ia n  question. The 
r ig h t to se lf-de te rm ina tion , th a t is. to separa
tion, was extended by Len in  equa lly  to the 
Poles and to the U kra in ians . He d id  no t réc- 
ognize a ris to c ra tic  nations. E ve ry  in c lin a 
tion to evade or postpone the prob lem  o f an 
oppressed n a tio n a lity  he regarded as a m an
ifes ta tion  o f G rea t Russian chauv in ism .

A fte r the conquest of pow er, a serious 
strugg le  took p lace • in  the p a rty  over the 
solv ing of the num erous na tiona l p rob lem s 
inhe rited  fro m  old C za ris t Russia. In  his 
capac ity  as People's C om m issar of N a tion 
a lit ie s . S ta lin  in v a r ia b ly  represented the 
m ost c e n tra lis t and bu reaucra tic  tendency. 
T h is  evinced itse lf especia lly  on the question 

(Continued on Page 2)

Timing Startles W ar- 
Bent W orld  Capitals

Litvinov's Head Marked for Ax as Stalin
Puts an End to "Collective Security"
Overtures to Anglo-French Bloc

B y  H A R O L D  R O B E R T S

The sudden removal - of Maxim L itv inov from the 
Foreign A ffa irs  Commissariat at the most critical phase o f 
the Anglo-Soviet negotiations marked Joseph Stalin’s latest 
bid for an understanding with A do lf H itler.

1 he purge o f L itv inov has long been a foregone con
clusion. One after another his chief assistants and his princi
pal ambassadors in key posts abroad have fallen under the 
bloody ax o f Stalin’s purge. L itv inov hung on by the shreds 
of his international reputation. A fte r Munich, when his whole

rarefully-nourished system of

FORD LAUNCHES 
PHONY PLAN 
OF INSURANCE

Anti-Labor Magnate 
Hopes to Stave off 
Unionization Drive

(S pec ia l to  the  S o c ia lis t A ppe a l)
D E  T  R O I  T —F o llo w in g  the 

lead of G enera l M otors, w h ich  
in s titu te d  tw o loan schemes 
la s t D ecem ber fo r  its  m ore 
than 200,000 employees, the 
Ford  M o t o r  Com pany an
nounced the inaugura tion  of an 
insurance p lan  to cover its  110,- 
000 employees in  the coun try .

U nder th is  insurance plan, 
F o rd  w orke rs  m ay take ou t a 
$1,500 life  insurance po licy . The 
com pany w il l  pay h a lf o f the 
cost and a ll a rrangem ents  w ill 
be handled exc lus ive ly  by the 
F o rd  Em ployees Social Service.

W liy  are the au tom obile  m ag
nates suddenly so w orried  
about the socia l w e lfa re  o f th e ir  
employees?. Why do they d is
p lay  th is  tender so lic itude con
cern ing  the auto w o rke rs ’ 
lives? A re  no t F o rd  and Gen
era l M otors the same com pa
nies who spent hundreds of 
thousands of do lla rs  fo r  stool 
pigeons, s tr ik e  breakers, tea r 
gas and guns to destroy the 
union organizations o f the auto
m obile w orkers  in  th e ir  p lants?

Does not Ford  support the 
la rges t p r iv a te  s tr ike -b reak ing  
agency, the F o rd  Service De
p a rtm en t, in  o rde r to te rro rize  
his own employees and p reven t 
them  fro m  fo rm in g  a union of 
th e ir own choosing? Does not 
F o rd  refuse to th is  day to b a r
ga in  and recognize the U n ited  
Autom obile  W orkers o f A m e ri
ca? Yes, th is  is a ll as true  to 
day as i t  was s ix  m onths o r a 
year ago!

Won’t  G ive R e lie f 
The F o rd  Insurance scheme 

w ill no m ore p rovide  secu rity  
and safeguard the lives  o f the 
autom obile  w orkers  than the 
spurious lend ing schemes of 
General M otors. The Ford  
men, w o rk ing  under the con
s tan t pressure o f the inhum an 
F o rd  speed-up, ea rn ing  on an 
average less than $1,000 per 
year, sub ject to constant unem 
p loym en t and d iccharge, w il l  
no t ge t the necessary re lie f 
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" W A R  O N  JAPAN FOR CAPITALIST M A R K E TS !"
On M ay 2, a t a d inner 

m eeting of representatives 
of A m erican  Cham bers of 
Com m erce abroad, C. H. 
F rench , v ie ; president of the 
Chinese - A m erican  Foreign 
T rade C ouncil, ca lled fo r 
w a r aga inst Japan. H is rea
son? To “ p ro te c t”  a fu tu re  
$l,000,000,000-a-year m a rke t 
in  China and the P h ilipp ines.

M r. F rench declared th a t 
the ind u s tria liza tio n  of China 
would tu rn  over to A m erican  
ca p ita lis ts  w ith in  the next 
generation a steady export 
trade  w o rth  a t the m in im u m , 
S750,000,000 a yea r— i f  the 
cap ita lis ts  of Japan don’t 
seize China f irs t.

“ A m erica  stands ready to 
fig h t i f  necessary to p ro tec t 
her trade w ith  G rea t B r i
ta in ,”  argued M r. F rench. 
“ Docs not every considera
tion of se lf-in te rest demand 
th a t we be equally ready and 
prepared to p ro tec t our 
trade  w ith  a country w h ich , 
i f  pe rm itted  to re ta in  its  
sovere ignty is destined to be
come our g reatest a ll-t im e  
custom er of the fu tu re ? ”

I f  the Japanese cap ita lis ts  
succeed in b a rr in g  the 
U nited States cap ita lis ts  
from  the Chinese m arke t, 
then, says M r. F rench, they 
stand to lose th e ir  monopoly 
in  the P h ilipp ines  too, w orth

p o ten tia lly  $250,000,000 a 
year.

“ We sha ll in  such case 
even tua lly  be obliged to 
wage a w a r o f ‘self-defense’ 
in fin ite ly  costly to us in  both 
blood and treasu re .”

The m illio n s  of soldiers 
whose blood w il l  be spilled 
in  the fa s t approaching 
w o rld  w a r w il l  come not 
fro m  the sm a ll handfu l of 
dissolute stockholders who 
now contro l in d u s try , hu t 
from  the teem ing  ranks of 
the w orke rs  and fa rm e rs  
who sweat a t the po in t of 
production.

The fabulous treasure  th a t

w il l  be consumed like  gaso
line-soaked s tra w  in  the com 
ing  con flag ra tion  w il l  come 
not out o f the p riva te  vau lts  
of the stockholders—the w a r 
w il l  c ram  those va u lts  to 
ove r-flow ing—but from  the 
pay envelopes of the w o rk 
ers, the p it i fu l ly  m eager 
checks the sm a ll fa rm e rs  
get fo r th e ir  crops, the funds 
th a t should feed the unem 
ployed.

M r. F rench  has said w ha t 
w a r means fo r the c a p ita l
is ts—m arke ts  and p ro fits . 
B u t fo r the people, w a r 
means death on the tangled 
barbed w ire  o f a fo re ign  
ba ttle fie ld .

‘collective security’’ fell to 
)ieces, it became plain that 
Litvinov was headed for an 
:arly one-way visit to the cel
lars o f Lubianka Prison.

I t  was not. there fo re , the  ac
tua l d ism issa l o f L itv in o v  
w hich caused su rp rise , con
s te rna tion , glee, o r fu rro w e d  
concern in a ll the cap ita ls  o f 
the w ar-ben t c a p ita lis t w o rld . 
I t  was the tim in g  o f the blow  
th a t gave i t  such s ta r t l in g  s ig 
n ificance.

S ta lin ’s Game
L itv in o v  was the d ip lo m a tic  

sym bol of S ta lin ’s e ffo r t fro m  
1934 to 1938 to lin e  h im se lf up 
w ith  the W estern im p e r ia lis t 
powers in  a bloc aga inst H it le r .  
I t  took M un ich  to prove d ra 
m a tic a lly  the u tte r bankrup tcy  
of th a t po licy . A fte r  M un ich  
S ta lin  renewed m ore bo ld ly  the 
a tte m p t he had never fu l ly  
abandoned to come to softie 
k ind  o f understanding, ta c it o r 
otherw ise w ith  th e , H it le r ite  
Reich.

In  the fresh  w a r c ris is  th a t 
has been pe rm anen tly  bo iling  
since M arch . S ta lin ’s whole d ip 
lo m a tic  gam e has been p layed 
fo r the purpose o f ba rga in ing  
te n ta tive ly  w ith  B r ita in  and 
F rance  as a means o f m ak ing  
a G erm an-Soviet understand ing  
look m ore a ttra c tiv e  to H it le r . 
A t the same tim e  he le ft the 
road c lea r fo r a c tu a lly  en te ring  
the A ng lo-F rench bloc in  case 
H it le r  rem a ined  unpersuaded.

M oscow ’s R eply
Thus when G re a t B r ita in , re 

tre a tin g  in  panic fro m  its  
M un ich  o rien ta tion , asked Rus
s ia  to jo in  in  its  system  o f 
“ guarantees,”  the Moscow gov
e rnm en t rep lied  w ith  a sweep
ing  proposal fo r  a ha rd  and 
fa s t a lliance  under conditions 
w hich w ould com pel F rance  
and B r ita in  to be a c tu a lly  c a r
ry in g  ou t th e ir  end o f the b a r
gain before Russia had to 
budge. The M oscow counter
proposal also appa ren tly  sought 
to inc lude Japan along w ith  
G erm any as a prospective ob
je c t of the a llia n ce ’s opera
tions.

A t th is  the B r it is h  dem urred. 
They fancy  the Russians, no t 
them selves, in  the ro le  o f chest
n u t pu lle rs . M oreover the 
Poles and R um anians—a lready 
guaranteed by E ng land  and 
F rance—and the B u lg a r ia n  and 
Y ugoslav ian  d ic ta to rsh ips  — 
whom the B r it is h  are try in g  to 
d raw  in— were inc lined  to wonr 
der w hether absorption by the 
Reich was not p re fe rab le  to 
“ a id ”  ' fro m  the hated and 
feafed Soviet state.

H it le r ’s C ounter-O ffensive
M eanw hile  H it le r  showed 

th a t he was fu l ly  capable o f 
countering the Ang lo-F rench 
d ip lo m a tic  d rive  w ith  an o ffen 
sive of his own. A im in g  d ire c t
ly  a t Poland. H it le r  proceeded 
to p u t his gun a t the heads o f 
the B a lt ic  sta les w ith  a v ie w  
to cu tting  Poland o ff. B u t fa r  
m ore im p o rta n t than  the B a lt ic  
states is the position  o f the So
v ie t U nion. A G erm an-Soviet 
barga in  w o u l d  com p le te ly  
doom Poland and leave the 
Ang lo-F rench coa lition  helpless 
as fa r  as C entra l, E aste rn , and 
Southeastern Europe is con
cerned.

Poland, le t i t  be re m e m 
bered, is another o f the state- 
m onstrosities created a t V e r
sa illes. Its  te r r ito ry  was ca rved  
out of Russia, G erm any, Aus- 
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" National Defense"
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A  rubbe r w o rke r asked us to 
exp la in  w hy the A .F .L . top 
leadersh ip  is so vehem ently  op
posed ' to the present W agner 
La b o r R ela tions A ct.

The best source o f exp lana
tio n  lies in  the A .F .L . leader
sh ip  itse lf.

In  the c u rre n t issue of the 
A .F .L . w eek ly  news le tte r, 
W illia m  G reen ’s f ig h t against^ 
the W agner A c t is m ade c le a r,' 
a lthough, o f course, the rea 
sons g iven are m a in ly  re a c 
tio n a ry . Jus t as the A .F .L . 
bu reaucracy f ig h t aga inst the 
A c t is  reac tiona ry .

The Nub of the 
Question

“ M any c ra f t  unions are 
th rea tened w ith  d issolution and 
destruction  by B oard  decrees,”  
the A .F .L . declares. I t  re fe rs , 
of course, to decrees o f the 
N a tiona l L a b o r  R ela tions 
B oard  opera ting  under the 
W agner A ct.

“ F o r exam ple, in  the F ried - 
O sterm ann case the em ployer 
m anu fac tu red  both c lo th ing  
and gloves. They w ere sepa
ra te  departm ents. G love m a k 
in g  has a lw ays been a separate 
c ra f t  d u rin g  the en tire  h is to ry  
o f organized la b o r.”

‘ ‘The glove m akers were 
p ra c t ic a lly  one hundred per 
cen t m em bers o f the A .F .L . 
glove w orkers  union. The m a
jo r ity  o f the c lo th ing  w orkers 
were m em bers o f a c lo th ing  
w orke rs  union no t a ff ilia te d  
w ith  the A .F .L . A dispute 
arose over rep resenta tion .”

“ The c lo th ing  w orke rs  re 
quested the B oard  to fuse the 
g love w orkers and declare 
them  one u n it. . . . The Board 
d id  so.”

“ In  a recent decision (F inch  
case) the Board w en t so fa r  
as to hold th a t a carpen te r 
who had voted fo r  h is A .F .L . 
union could no t refuse to be 
represented by a C .I.O . liquo r 
d is ti l le ry  w o rke rs ’ organ iza
t io n .”

The A .F .L . s ta tem ent signi-. 
f ic a n tly  a d d s ,  “ E veryone 
knows th a t in  th is  coun try  
there  are countless p lants 
where s ingle A .F .L . c ra ftsm en, 
such as s ta tiona ry  engineers, 
e lec tric ians , carpenters and 
the lik e , are em p loyed .”

T h a t b rings us to the c ru x  of 
the m a tte r. I t  is abso lute ly  in 
ev itab le  th a t the N .L .R .B . 
“ fa v o r”  in d u s tr ia l unions since 
co llec tive  ba rga in ing  is on a 
p la n t w ide basis. We are fo r 
th a t po licy  100 per cent.

Against Labor's 
Interests

In d u s tr ia l union in te rests  
won over c ra ft  in te rests  in  
both cases c ited  by the A .F .L . 
s ta tem ent. We rem em ber how 
14 A .F .L . c ra ft  unions w ere re 
p laced in  the A kron  rubber 
shops by one in d u s tr ia l union. 
The w orkers  bene fitted  m ore 
under in d u s tr ia l un ionism .

P u t the th re a t to th e ir c ra ft 
positions and th e ir  p lac ing  of 
c ra f t  in te rests  above the in te r
ests of the labo r m ovem ent as 
a whole, causes the A .F .L . top 
leaders to strugg le  aga inst any 
leg is la tion  or po licy  w h ich  even 
in d ire c t ly  favo rs  in d u s tria l 
un ionism .

The fa c t th a t the A .F .L . 
s ta tem en t m entions as an ex
am ple  the in c id e n t of a c a r
penter is no t accidenta l. B il l  
Hutcheson, ca rpen te rs ’ union 
p resident, is leader of the d ie 
ha rd  c lique in  the A .F .L . coun
c il.  H is b lind  and se lfish  c ra ft  
in te re s t m akes h im  the leader 
o f the A .F .L . opposition to the 
present W agner A ct. Since his 
union has 300,000 m em bers, his 
voice has been v e ry  pow erfu l 
in  A -F -L- council m eetings. 
Hutcheson, whose ro le  in  the 
la b o r m ovem ent we expla ined 
recen tly  in  a co lum n, is de te r
m ined to preserve his bureau
c ra t ic  p riv ileges  at a ll costs.

And, by the w ay, the A .F .L . 
opposition to E d w in  S m ith . 
N .L .R .B . m em ber, is no t a 
“ m is ta k e ”  as com m only sup
posed. He happens to be 
s trong ly  in  fa vo r of “ one co l
lec tive  ba rga in ing  agency”  fo r  
a p la n t. In d u s tr ia l un ionism , 
in  o ther words. T h a t is w hy 
Green centered so m uch fire  
on h im .

The A .F .L . proposal to re 
place the present th ree  m an 
board w ith  a fiv e  m an board, 
along w ith  other am endm ents, 
is  a m aneuver to m ake the 
N .L .R .B . p ro -c ra ft un ion i f  
possible.

B lin d  bureaucra ts like  H u tch 
eson w ould even p re fe r no leg
is la tio n  and a t least the abo li
tio n  of the W agner A c t to  any
th in g  w h ich  is no t favo rab le  to 
th e ir  reac tio n a ry  philosophy.

Legislators Unite to Force Relief Slashes
PUSH WAR PLAN 
AT EXPENSE OF 
NEEDY WORKERS

(Continued from  Page 1)
The D a ily  W orker says: i t  is 
not the P res ident ta lk in g . S lav
ish s e rv ility  can go no fu r th e r. 
H av ing  linked  th e ir  fa te  to 
Roosevelt’s fo re ign  po licy , the 
S ta lin is ts  m ust support h im  in  
eve ry th ing .

Less brazen ly linked, bu t in 
end re su lt no be tte r, a re  the 
A .F .L . and C.I.O . leaders. They 
live  on m em ories o f the spur 
to un ion iza tion  prov ided  by the 
N .R .A . and the W agner A ct, 
and are b lind  to w ha t has hap
pened since Roosevelt gave up 
hope o f so lv ing  the economic 
c ris is  by in te rn a l measures 
and turned his face to conquest 
abroad. To secure the neces
sa ry  s o lid a rity  o f the ca p ita lis t 
ru lin g  class fo r such a w a r fo r 
w o rld  m aste ry , Roosevelt has 
jo ined them  in  w h ittlin g  down 
to meaningless proportions the 
fo rm e r concessions in  labor 
and re lie f leg is la tion .

W orkers W ill Answer
B u t in  W ashington one sees 

on ly bureaucra ts : governm en
ta l, labor and S ta lin is t. Down 
in  the ranks and even h igher 
up. in  the loca l leadersh ip  of 
the labo r unions w h ich  m ust 
d a ily  cope w ith  the needs o f 
th e ir m em bersh ip , th ings are 
s t ir r in g . Iso la ted  reports  o f 
W .P .A . dem onstra tions as ye t 
re fle c t th is  s t ir r in g  on ly  in  
pa rt.

Regardless o f w ha t B il l  
Green and John L . Lew is  and 
E a r l B row der w an t, the  w o rk 
ers who feel on th e ir  own backs 
the cost o f the pro-Roosevelt 
polic ies o f th e ir  leaders are 
s t i l l  in  need o f food and she lte r 
fo r them selves and th e ir  fa m 
ilies.

Yipsel "Jobs for Youth"
Campaign Wins Support

Two Organizations Endorse Campaign 
Committee's Program of Aid to Nation's 
Locked-Out Generation
By W. K . M A N U E L

The fo rtn ig h t-o ld  "Jobs  fo r  
Y o u th ”  cam paign, in itia te d  by 
the "Jobs  fo r  Y o u th ”  Cam 
paign C om m ittee  and support
ed by the Young People ’s So
c ia lis t League (4th In te rn a tio n 
a l) , gained m om entum  la s t 
week when tw o organizations 
voted th e ir fu l l  support to the 
C om m ittee ’s p ro g ra m  o f im m e 
d ia te  a id  fo r  the n a tio n ’s 
locked dut. generation.

Boston ’s N o rth  Shore C.I.Q . 
council endorsed the p ro g ra m  
a t its  la s t m eeting, as did the 
U rban  League o f St. P au l, 
M inn ., lead ing  negro organ iza 
tion  o f th a t c ity .

Chicago Y outh  Respond
A Chicago ¡N.Y.A. occupation

al conference held a t M a r cy 
Center on A p r il 2 i  was th row n  
in to  an up roa r when A rth u r 
R etch in . m em ber of the' loca l 
Y .B .S .L . took tlie  flo o r to de
mand conversion o f N .Y .A . in 
to W .P .A . Y outh  P ro jec ts , 
transference of the two b illio n  
d o lla r y /ar budget to finance 
the p ro jects  and im m ed ia te  as
sistance to a i r  needy students.

The conference, ca lled  by the 
S ta lin is t A m erican  Y outh Con
gress and loch l .business men, 
was ,bei,ng sm othered w ith  " p e r 
sona lity  deve lopm en t'’ b lah 
when R e tch in 's  d r a m a t i c  
speech jo lte d  the you th fu l aud i
ence to its  fee t and in  a m om ent 
400 r in g in g  young voices were 
rock ing  fhe ra fte rs  w ith  “ we 
w an t jobs—not ta lk . ”  A fte r the 
session was over R e tch in  was 
deluged w ith  requests fo r in 
fo rm a tion  about the "Jobs  fo r 
Y ou th ’* cam paign.

In  a sta tem en t ca llin g  fo r

support of the C om m ittee ’s p ro 
g ra m . Lou B ecker, N ationa l 
D ire c to r o f the cam paign, said: 
“ No youth cam paign in  the 
U n ited  States has cu t through 
p o lit ic a l and ra c ia l lines like  
th is one. Seven m illio n  jobless 
youth in  the na tion  are eager 
to jo in  in  a cam paign to de
m and jobs fro m  the Roosevelt 
ad m in is tra tio n , w h ich  has been 
p ra c tic a lly  ob liv ious to the 
needs of the youth. We have 
in s titu ted  th is  na tiona l cam - 
pagn to d raw  a tten tion  to the 
desperate p lig h t o f the jobless 
youth and to dem and th a t the 
governm ent inco rpora te  in to  
la w  our p ro g ra m  of youth a id .”  

C om m ittee P rog ram
1. C onvert the N .Y .A . in to  

".Youth W. P. A. P ro je c ts .”  
Abolish the "S upp lem en ta ry  
A id ”  tre a tm e n t g iven jobless 
youth. G ive Y outh  Ay IP. A . jo.bs 
a t union wages.

2. "¡Transfer the two b illio n  
d o lla r w a r budget to finance 
such p rb jects .

3. A tw en ty  b illio n  do lla r 
F ede ra l P ub lic  W orks and 
Housing p ro g ra m  to' g ive jobs 
to the unem ployed.

4. ' A $500.000,0.00 student aid 
p ro g ra m  of assistance to a ll 
needy students w ithou t d is
c rim in a tio n .

5. N °  suspension o f aid to 
needy students du ring  the sum 
m e r m onths.

"The C om m ittee  has issued an 
a ttra c tiv e  penny pam ph le t and 
petitions to the p res ident and 
Congress. Both  m ay be ob ta in 
ed by w r it in g  to the "Jobs  fo r 
Y o u th ” ' C am paign C om m ittee, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  p lace , New 
Y o rk  C ity .

So You Have No 
Money— Then to 
Jail with You

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)  
A KR O N , O.. M ay 3.— th a t 

sub lim e c a p ita lis t jus tice  w hich 
allow s the r ic h  and the poor 
a like  to eat ou t o f garbage 
cans was dem onstra ted here 
today in a ll its  m a jes tic  r ig h t
eousness.

C ity  Council M em ber W il
lia m  B. R idgew ay was con
v ic ted  o f m anslaughter a fte r 
the ca r w hich he was d r iv in g  
k ille d  a wom an. He was also 
convicted o f d runken d riv in g . 
A to ta l ja i l  sentence o f one 
year in  the county workhouse 
and a fine  of $250 have been 
imposed.

B u t high-powered lega l ta l
en t tied  up the case u n til the 
C ourt o f Appeals la s t week u p 
held R idgew ay ’s conviction. 
D u rin g  the e igh t m onths e laps
ing between the o rig in a l con
v ic tio n  and the ru lin g  of the 
h igher court, R idgew ay con
tinued to serve in  council.

A D iffe re n t Case
L a s t ' m onth a ’ 22-year-old 

W .P .A . w o rke r in  B a rberton , 
in d u s tr ia l suburb o f A kron, 
was convicted o f drunken d r iv 
ing  because he had d runk  tw o 
glasses o f w ine.

He was im m e d ia te ly  th row n  
in  ja il .  H is fin g e r p rin ts  led 
to the d iscovery  th a t fie  had 
escaped fro m  a N o rth  C aro
lin a  to rtu re  cham ber, o therw ise 
known as a prison. He had 
been sentenced to seven years 
in prison fo r s tea ling  12 c a r
tons of c iga re ttes  fro m  a box 
car, and had  escaped a fte r 
se rv ing  two years o f the sen
tence.

The W .P.A. w o rke r made his 
w ay to B a rbe rton , m a rr ie d  and 
has a tw o-m onth-o ld  daughter. 
He s t i l l  bears w e lts  and scars 
on h is body fro m  the te rr ib le  
beatings adm in is te red  by the 
prison guard's. When f i r s t  a r 
rested in  N o rth  C aro lina , he 
was s trung  up—his w ris ts  were 
tied  above h is  head to ce ll bars

FORD LAUNCHES 
PHONY PLAN 
OF INSURANCE

(Continued from  Page 1)
fro m  th is  phoney insurance 
scheme.

The F o rd  leopard has not 
changed his spots. O ld H ank 
has not g row n generous ove r
n igh t. He is not ou t to help his 
em ployees, bu t to tie  them  up 
m ore close ly to the F o rd  m an
agem ent. E v e ry  F o rd  w o rke r 
w ill be so ob ligated to the com 
pany, th a t he w il l  no t dare 
move or breathe, lest he lose 
his insurance investm ent. The 
F o rd  p lan is ju s t like  the nefa
rious schemes o f the old coal 
and iro n  k ings who enslaved 
th e ir wage earners by constant
ly  keeping them  in  debt to the 
corpora tion .

U nion Needed
F irs t  and fo rem ost the Ford 

w orkers m ust organize a strong 
union o f th e ir own. They m ust 
w in  recogn ition  and ba rga in ing  
fig h ts . The F o rd  w orkers, w ith  
such a union o rgan iza tion , can 
in cooperation w ith  a ll o ther 
autom obile  w orkers , begin a 
serious, w ell-p lanned cam paign 
to reduce unem ploym ent in  the 
autom obile  indus try  and p ro 
vide econom ic se cu rity  fo r a ll 
autom obile  w orkers. T h is  can 
be achieved by a g rea t d rive  
to establish the 30-hour week 
w ith  no reduction  in  pay 
th roughout the autom obile in 
dus try  and the estab lishm ent of 
a m in im u m  $2,500 annual wage 
fo r a ll autom obile  w orkers.

“ The M ay Day Issue o f the 
A P P E A L  was g rea t! I t  pound
ed home the necessity o f a re 
lentless revo lu tiona ry  p rog ram . 
I t  was a shot in  the a rm  fo r 
the w o rk ing  class! Need I say 
tha t 1 am convinced th a t the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l has the 
only revo lu tiona ry  program ?

“ Send me a t once s ix  m ore 
issues of the M ay Day A P 
P E A L .” —A. C. o f Green Bay, 
W isconsin.

*  *  *

WE E X T E N D  QUR 
APO LO G IES :

Through e rro r the M ay Day 
greetings sent in by the Toledo 
branch and the E a s t Chicago, 
Ind iana  branch were om itted .

We o ffe r our apologies to the 
com rades of these branches 
and assure them  th a t th e ir 
greetings were apprecia ted 
equa lly  w ith  those th a t were 
published.

*  *  *

A P P E A L  POSTER NOW 
IN  M A IL S :

The new Appeal poster has 
been com pleted and is a lready 
in  tire m a ils .

Th is  is to be used only fo r  
branch and union headquarters 
,and is ,to be w orn  by com rades 
who se ll the paper in  the 
streets.

They are p o t to be taken 
hom e by anyone and .used to 
decorate th e ir m antel-pieces,

—fo r e igh t hours.
He is now being held pending 

e x tra d itio n  charges w h ile  “ law  
and o rd e r”  is being upheld in  
its  usual “ im p a r t ia l”  m anner.

no m a tte r how g rea t the tem p
ta tio n  is !

We also w an t to urge a ll 
branches who apprecia te  the 
w ork  ca rr ie d  on by the Appeal 
Poster Simp to m ake use o f i t  
and also to send in  donations 
th a t w il l  he lp  purchase new 
equ ipm ent, tools, etc. W ith  
about $50.00 rhore we can have 
an even fin e r  poster shop th a t 
w il l  serve the en tire  p a rty .

*  *  *

S ubscrip tions have fa lle n  o ff 
sh a rp ly  the past tw o weeks and 
we are w ondering  w hether i t  
w il l  continue. E v e ry  e ffo r t 
m ust be m ade to  b rin g  ou r 
w eekly average back to 50. 
where i t  stood before. H e re ’s 
the l is t fo r  th is  past w eek:

F O R E IG N  ........................ G
N ew  Y o rk  C ity ................ 4
C a lifo rn ia  .........................  3
Chicago .............................  3
Pennsylvan ia  .................. 3
W ashington, D. C ...........  2
W isconsin .........................  2
Ohio ...................................  1
Ind iana  .............................  I
M issou ri ...........................  I

T o ta l...................................  26
•  *  *

The on ly bundle o rde r in 
crease cam e fro m  abroad in  
London where the P ioneer 
Bookshop increased its  o rde r 
fro m  12 to 18 per issue.

FOUR DIE IN NEW  YORK  
TENEMENT HOUSE FIRE

F our baby boys were burned 
to death 'Tuesday evening 
when a f ir e  b roke  out in  an 
o ld -law  tenem ent a t 28 Lew is  
S treet, N ew Y o rk  C ity . The 
youngest was tw o years old, 
the oldest s ix . M a te r ia l dam 
age was lis ted  as " s lig h t , ”  but 
the fo u r ch ild ren  died.

In  the op in ion of the firem en  
present (N. Y . T im es, M ay 3),

THE PROBLEM OF THE UKRAINE --- Leon Trotsky
(Continued from  Page 1)

of G eorg ia  and on the question o f the 
U kra ine . The correspondence dea ling  w ith  
these m a tte rs  has rem ained unpublished to 
th is  day. We hope to pub lish  a section o f i t— 
the v e ry  sm a ll section w h ich  is a t our d is
posal. E v e ry  line  of L e n in ’s le tte rs  and p ro 
posals v ib ra tes  w ith  an urge to accede as 
fa r  as possible to those n a tiona litie s  th a t 
have been oppressed in  the past. In  the p ro 
posals and declara tions of S ta lin , on the con
tra ry , the tendency to bu reaucra tic  ce n tra l
ism  was in v a r ia b ly  pronounced. In  o rder to 
guarantee “ a d m in is tra tive  needs,”  i.e .. the 
in terests o f the bureaucracy, the m ost le g it i
m ate c la im s of the oppressed n a tiona litie s  
were declared a m an ifes ta tion  o f pe tty -bou r
geois na tiona lism . A ll these sym ptom s could 
be observed as e a rly  as 1922-1923. Since th a t 
tim e  they have de.veloped m onstrously and 
have led to o u tr ig h t s trangu la tion  o f any k ind  
o f independent na tiona l developm ent of the 
peoples of the U.S.S.R.
The Bolshevik Conception 
Of Soviet Ukraine

In  the conception of the old B o lshev ik  p a rty  
Soviet U kra in e  was destined to become a 
pow erfu l axis around w h ich  the o the r sec
tions of the U k ra in ia n  people would un ite . I t  
is  ind ispu tab le  th a t in  the f i r s t  period of its  
existence Soviet U kra ine  exerted a m ig h ty  
a ttra c tiv e  fo rce , in  na tiona l respects as w e ll, 
and aroused to s trugg le  the w orkers , peas
ants, and re vo lu tio n a ry  in te llig e n ts ia  of 
W estern U kra in e  enslaved by Poland. B u t 
d u ring  the years o f T h e rm id o ria n  reaction , 
the position o f Soviet U kra ine  and together 
w ith  i t  the posing o f the U k ra in ia n  question 
as a whole changed sha rp ly . The m ore p ro 
found the hopes aroused, the keener was the 
d is illus ionm en t. The bu reaucracy s trang led  
and p lundered the people w ith in  G rea t Rus
sia, too. B u t in  the U kra in e  m a tte rs  w ere 
fu r th e r com plica ted  by the massacre o f na
tio n a l hopes. Nowhere did re s tr ic tio n s , 
purges, repressions and in  genera l a ll fo rm s 
of b u reaucra tic  hoo ligan ism  assume such 
m urderous sweep as they d id in  the U kra ine  
in  the s trugg le  aga inst the pow e rfu l, deeply- 
rooted longings of the U k ra in ia n  masses fo r  
g rea te r freedom  and independence. To tyre 
to ta lita r ia n  bureaucracy, Soviet U kra in e  be
cam e an a d m in is tra tive  d iv is ion  o f an eco
nom ic u n it and a m ili ta ry  >base of the 
U.S.S.R. To be sure, the S ta lin  bureaucracy 
erects statues to Shevchenko but on ly  in  o r 
der m ore tho rough ly  to crush the U k ra in ia n  
people under th e ir  w e igh t and to fo rce  i t  to 
chant paeans in  the language of K obzar to 
the ra p is t c lique in  the K re m lin .

Tow ards the sections of the U kra in e  now 
outside its  fro n tie rs , the K re m lin 's  a ttitude  
today is the same as i t  is  tow ards a ll op
pressed na tiona litie s , a ll colonies, and sem i
colonies, i.e ., sm a ll change in  its  in te rn a tio n 
a l com binations w ith  im p e r ia lis t govern
m ents. A t the recen t 18th Congress o f the 
"C o m m u n is t P a r ty ,”  M anu ilsky , one o f the 
m ost re vo ltin g  renegades o f U k ra in ia n  com 
m un ism , qu ite  openly exp la ined th a t no t on ly 
the U.S.S.R. bu t also the C om in te rn  (the 
"g y p - jo in t ,”  accord ing  to S ta lin ’s fo rm u la 
tion) refused to demand the em ancipa tion  t >f 
oppressed peoples w henever th e ir oppressors 
are no t the enemies of tlie  ru lin g  Moscow 
c lique. In d ia  is nowadays being defended by 
S ta lin , D im itro f f  and M anu ilsky  against— 
Japan, b u t no t aga inst E ng land . W estern 
U k ra in e  they  are ready to cede fo re ve r to 
P oland in  exchange fo r  a d ip lo m a tic  agree
m en t w h ich  appears p ro fita b le  a t the present 
tim e  to the bureaucra ts o f the K re m lin . I t  is

a fa r  c ry  fro m  the days when they w ent no 
fu r th e r than episodic com binations in  th e ir 
po litics .

Stalin, H itler and 
The Ukraine

N ot a trace  rem ains o f the fo rm e r con fi
dence and sym pa thy  o f the W estern U k ra in 
ian  masses fo r the K re m lin . Since the la test 
m urderous “ p u rg e " in  the U kra ine  no one in  
the West w ants to become p a r t o f the K re m 
lin  sa trapy  w h ich  continues to bear the name 
of Soviet U kra ine . The w o rke r and peasant 
masses in  the W estern U kra ine , in  B ukovina , 
in  the C arpatho-U kra ine  are in  a state o f 
confusion: Where to tu rn?  W hat to demand? 
Th is  s itua tion  n a tu ra lly  sh ifts  the leadership 
to the m ost reac tio n a ry  U k ra in ia n  cliques 
who express th e ir  "n a tio n a lis m ”  by seeking 
to sell the U k ra in ia n  people to one im p e ria l
ism  o r another in  re tu rn  fo r a p rom ise  of 
f ic tit io u s  independence. Upon th is  tra g ic  con
fusion H it le r  bases his p o licy  in  the U k ra in 
ian question. A t one tim e  we sa id : bu t fo r 
S ta lin  ("i.e., bu t fo r the fa ta l po licy  o f the 
C om in tern  in  G erm any) there w ould have 
been no H it le r . To th is  can now be added: 
bu t fo r the rape o f Soviet U kra ine  by the 
S ta lin is t bu reaucracy there w ould be no H it-  
le r is t U kra in ia n  po licy .

We sha ll not pause here to analyze the m o
tives th a t im pe lled  H it le r  to d iscard , fo r  the 
tim e  being a t least, the slogan o f a G rea te r 
U kra ine . These m otives m ust be sought in  
the fra u d u le n t com binations o f G erm an im 
p e ria lism  on the one hand, and .on the o ther 
in  thé fe a r o f co n ju rin g  up an e v il s p ir it  
w hom  i t  m ig h t be d if f ic u lt  to exorcize. H it le r  
gave C arpatho-U kra ine  as a g if t  to the H un
g a ria n  butchers. Th is  was done, i f  no t w ith  
M oscow ’s open approva l then in  any case 
w ith  confidence th a t approva l w ould be fo r th 
com ing. I t  is  as i f  H it le r  had said to S ta lin : 
" I f  I  were p repa ring  to a ttack  Soviet U kra ine  
tom orrow  I  should have kep t Carpatho- 
U kra ine  in  m y own hands.”  In  re p ly , S ta lin  
a t the 18th P a rty  Congress openly came to 
H it le r ’s defense against the slanders o f the 
“ W estern D em ocrac ies.”  H it le r  in tends to 
a ttack  the U kra ine?  N oth ing  o f the so rt! 
F ig h t w ith  H it le r?  N ot the s ligh tes t reason 
fo r  it .  S ta lin  is obviously in te rp re tin g  the 
handing over o f C arpatho-U kra ine  to H un
g a ry  as an act o f peace.

For a Free, Independent 
Soviet Ukraine!

Th is  means th a t sections o f the U k ra in ia n  
people have become so m uch sm a ll change 
fo r  the K re m lin  in  its  in te rn a tio n a l ca lcu la 
tions. The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l m ust c le a rly  
understand the enorm ous im portance  of the 
U k ra in ia n  question in  the fa te  no t on ly  of 
Southeastern and E aste rn  Europe but also of 
Europe as a whole. We are dea ling  w ith  a 
people th a t has proved its  v ia b il ity , th a t is 
n u m e ric a lly  equal to the popula tion of 
F rance  and occupies an excep tiona lly  r ic h  
te r r ito ry  w h ich , m oreover, is  o f the h ighest 
s tra te g ica l im portance. The question o f the 
fa te  o f the U kra ine  has been posed in  its  fu l l  
scope. A c lea r and de fin ite  slogan is neces
sa ry  th a t corresponds to the new s itua tion . 
In  m y  opin ion there can be a t the present 
tim e  on ly one such slogan: A un ited , free 
and independent w o rke rs ’ and peasants’ 
Soviet U kra ine .

T h is  p ro g ra m  is in  irreconc ilab le  con tra 
d ic tion  f i r s t  of a ll w ith  the in te rests o f the 
th ree  im p e r ia lis t powers, Poland. R um an ia , 
and H ungary . O n ly hopeless p a c ifis t biock-

heads are capable o f th in k in g  th a t the em an
c ipa tion  and u n ifica tion  of the U kra in e  can 
be achieved by -peace fu l d ip lo m a tic  means, 
by re ferendum s, by decisions o f the League 
of N ations, etc. In  no w ay superio r to them  
of course are those "n a tio n a lis ts ”  who p ro 
pose to solve the U k ra in ia n  question by en
te r in g  the serv ice  o f one im p e ria lis m  against 
another. H it le r  gave an inva luab le  lesson to 
these adventurers by tossing (fo r how long?) 
C arpatho-U kra ine  to the H ungarians who im 
m ed ia te ly  slaughtered no t a few  tru s tin g  
U kra in ians . In so fa r as the issue depends 
upon the m ili ta r y  s treng th  o f the im p e ria lis t 
states, the v ic to ry  o f ohe group ing  or an
other can s ig n ify  on ly  a new d ism em berm ent 
and a s t i l l  m ore  b ru ta l sub jugation  o f the 
U k ra in ia n  people. The p rog ram  o f indepen
dence fo r the U kra ine  in  the epoch o f im 
p e ria lism  is d ire c tly  and ind isso lub ly  bound 
up w ith  the p ro g ra m  o f the p ro le ta ria n  re v 
o lu tion. I t  w ould be c r im in a l to en te rta in  any 
illus ions on th is  score.

Soviet Constitution Admits 
Right of Self-Determination

B u t the independence o f a U nited U kra ine  
w ould m ean the separation of Soviet U kra in e  
fro m  the U.S.S.R., the " fr ie n d s ”  o f the 
K re m lin  w il l  e xc la im  in  chorus. W hat is so 
te rr ib le  about that?  we re p ly . The fe rv id  
w orsh ip  of s ta te  boundaries is a lien  to us. 
We do n o t hold the position of a “ un ited and 
in d iv is ib le ”  w hole. A fte r a ll, even the con
s titu tio n  o f the - U.S.S.R. acknowledges the 
r ig h t o f its  com ponent federated peoples to 
se lf-de te rm ina tion , th a t is , to separation. 
Thus, no t even the incum bent K re m lin  o li
ga rchy  dares to deny th is  p rin c ip le . To be 
sure i t  rem ains on ly on paper. The s ligh tes t 
a tte m p t to ra ise  the question o f an indepen
dent U k ra in e  openly, w ould mean im m ed ia te  
execution on the charge o f treason. B u t i t  is 
p rec ise ly  th is  despicable equivocation, i t  is 
p rec ise ly  th is  ru th less hounding of a ll free  
na tiona l thought th a t has led the to ilin g  
masses o f the U kra ine , to an even g rea te r 
degree than the masses o f G rea t R ussia, to  
look upon the ru le  o f the K re m lin  as m on
s trous ly  oppressive. In  the face  o f such an 
in te rn a l s itua tion  i t  is  n a tu ra lly  im possib le 
even to ta lk  o f W estern U kra ine  v o lu n ta r ily  
jo in in g  the U.S.S.R. as i t  is a t present con
s titu ted . Consequently, the u n ifica tion  o f the 
U k ra in e  presupposes fre e in g  the so-called 
Soviet U kra in e  fro m  the S ta lin is t boot. In  
th is  m a tte r, too, the B o n apa rtis t c lique w il l  
reap w ha t i t  has sown.

B u t w ou ldn ’t  th is  mean the m ili ta ry  w eak
ening of the U.S.S.R.? the " fr ie n d s ”  o f the 
K re m lin  w il l  how l in  h o rro r. We re p ly  th a t 
the w eakening of the U.S.S.R. is caused by 
those ever-g row ing  ce n tr ifu g a l tendencies 
generated by the B o n apa rtis t d ic ta to rsh ip . 
In  the event of w a r the ha tred  o f the masses 
fo r  the ru lin g  c lique can lead to the collapse 
of a ll the socia l conquests of O ctober. The 
source of de fea tis t moods is in  the K re m lin . 
An independent Soviet U kra ine , on the o ther 
hand, w ould become, i f  on ly  by v ir tu e  o f its  
own in terests, a m ig h ty  southwestern b u lw a rk  
of the U.S.S.R. The sooner the present Bona
p a rt is t caste is underm ined, upset, crushed 
and swept aw ay, - the f irm e r  the defense o f 
the Sovie t R epublic  w il l  become and the 
m ore ce rta in  its  soc ia lis t fu tu re .

Against Imperialism and 
Moscow Bonapartism

N a tu ra lly  an independent w o rke rs ’ and 
peasants’ U kra in e  -m ig h t subsequently jo in  
the Soviet F edera tion ; bu t v o lu n ta r ily , on

conditions w hich i t  its e lf considers accept
able. w hich in  tu rn  presupposes a revo lu tion 
a ry  regenera tion  o f the U.S.S.R. The genu
ine em ancipa tion  o f the U k ra in ia n  people is 
inconceivab le  w ith o u t a revo lu tion  or a series 
o f revo lu tions in  the west w h ich  m ust lead in  
the end to the crea tion  o f the Soviet U n ited  
States o f Europe. An independent U kra ine  
could and undoubted ly w il l  jo in  th is  fede ra 
tion  as an equal m em ber. The p ro le ta ria n  
revo lu tion  in Europe, in  tu rn , woud no t leave 
one stone standing of the re vo ltin g  s tru c tu re  
o f S ta lin is t B onapartism . In  th a t case the 
closest union of the Soviet U n ited  States o f 
Europe and the regenerated U.S.S.R. w ould 
be inev itab le  and would present in fin ite  ad
vantages fo r  the European and A s ia tic  con
tinents. inc lud ing  o f course the U kra ine , too. 
B u t here we are sh iftin g  to questions o f sec
ond and th ird  o rder. The question o f f i r s t  
o rder is the re vo lu tiona ry  guarantee o f the 
u n ity  and independence o f a w o rke rs ’ and 
peasants' U kra ine  in  the strugg le  aga inst im 
p e ria lism , on the one hand, and aga inst Mos
cow B onapartism , on the o th e r.'

The U kra in e  is especia lly r ic h  and e xp e ri
enced in  fa lse paths o f s trugg le  fo r  na tiona l 
em ancipa tion . Here eve ry th in g  has been 
tr ie d : the petty-bourgeois' R ada, and Skoro- 
padski, and P e tliu ra , and “ a llia n ce ”  w ith  
the Hohenzollerns and co fnb inations w ith  the 
Entente. A fte r a ll these experim ents, on ly 
p o lit ic a l cadavers can continue to place hope 
in  any one o f the fra c tio n s  o f the U k ra in ia n  
bourgeoisie as the leader of the na tiona l 
s trugg le  fo r em ancipa tion . The U k ra in ia n  
p ro le ta r ia t alone is capable no t on ly  o f so lv
ing  the task—w hich is re vo lu tio n a ry  in  its  
ve ry  essence— but also o f ta k in g  the in it ia 
tive  fo r its  so lu tion. The p ro le ta r ia t and 
on ly  the p ro le ta ria t"  can ra l ly  around its e lf 
the peasant masses and the genuine ly revo 
lu tio n a ry  na tiona l in te lligen ts ia .

A t the beginn ing  o f the la s t im p e r ia lis t 
w a r the U kra in ians , M e lenevski ("B a s o k ” ) 
and S korop is-Y eltukhovski, a ttem pted to 
place the U k ra in ia n  lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent un
der the w ing  o f the H oherizo iiern G enera l, 
Ludendorff. They covered them selves in  so 
doing w ith  le ft phrases. W ith  one k ic k  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is ts  booted these people 
out. T ha t is how revo lu tion is ts  m us t con
tinue to behave in  the fu tu re . The im pend
ing  w a r w il l  create a favo rab le  atm osphere 
fo r  a ll sorts o f adven tu re rs , m irac le -hun te rs  
and seekers of the golden fleece. These gen
tlem en, who especia lly  love to w a rm  th e ir  
hands in  the v ic in ity  o f the na tiona l ques
tion , m ust no t be a llow ed w ith in  a r t i l le r y  
range of the labor m ovem ent. N o t tlie  s lig h t
est com prom ise w ith  im p e ria lis m , e ithe r 
fa sc is t o r dem ocra tic ! N ot the s ligh tes t con
cession to the U k ra in ia n  na tiona lis ts , e ithe r 
c le rica l-re a c tio n a ry  or l ib e ra l-p a c if is tr  No 
"P eop le 's  F ro n ts ” ! The com plete indepen
dence of the p ro le ta ria n  p a rty  as the va n 
guard o f the to ile rs !

For an International 
Discussion

Th is  appears to me the co rrec t po licy  in  
the U k ra in ia n  question. I  speak here pe r
sona lly  and in  m y  own nam e. The question 
m ust be opened up to in te rn a tio n a l d iscus
sion. The fo rem ost place in  th is  discussion 
m ust belong to the U k ra in ia n  re vo lu tio n a ry  
M a rx is ts . We; sha ll lis ten  w ith  the grea test 
a tten tion  to th e ir voices. B u t they had bette r 
m ake haste. There is l it t le  tim e  le f t  fo r  
p re p a ra tio n !
A p r il 22, 1939.

"h a d  the f ire  occurred  la te r a t 
n ig h t the b u ild ing  m ig h t have 
gone up in a to rch -like  blaze 
and the f ire  trapped  m any o f 
its  occupants before they could 
reach sa fe ty .”

O n ly bu ild ings th a t are un
safe fo r hum an h a b ita tio n  "g o  
up in  a to rch -like  b laze.”  In  
New Y o rk  C ity , the re  are 64,000 
"o ld - la w ”  tenem ents, no t one 
o f w hich is  f i t  to be lived  in . 
Y e t hundreds o f people do liv e  
in  them  because there  are no 
o ther homes they can a ffo rd .

Leg is la tu re  D ucks Issue
The S tate leg is la tu re  is now 

pressing fo r ad jou rnm en t on 
M ay 12, less than a week hence. 
F o r a long tim e  noth ing  had 
been heard fro m  A lbany  about 
the f iv e  b ills  designed to im p le 
m en t the $300,000^)00 a p p ro p ri
ation authorized by the voters 
la s t yea r fo r  s lum  c learance 
and erection o f low-cost hous
ing  p ro jec ts .

N ow, w ith  the session v ir tu 
a lly  over, there is a t long la s t 
a conference to consider a s lum  
c learance p rog ram . B u t there  
is  considerable doubt th a t any 
action  w il l  be taken. The 
"p e o p le ’s rep resen ta tives”  shy 
fro m  cou rting  the d is favo r of 
th e ir  constituents by casting  
negative votes on housing p ro 
posals. B u t they shy, too, fro m  
sanction ing  the a pp rop ria tion  
and thus an tagoniz ing the la n d 
lo rds and the moneyed in te r
ests tfie y  so s la v ish ly  serve. 
B e tte r, they  fig u re , to adopt the 
po licy  of ju s t doing no th ing .

M eanw hile , ra g in g  fire s  con
tinue to take th e ir  h o rr ib le  to ll 
o f lives  o f -baby boys and baby 
g ir ls , and m en and women, 
young and old.

ANNOUNCEMENTS1 « A . k .» . ,

F O R U M — "C an  the D em ocra
cies Stop F a sc ism ? " Speaker, 
N e il W hite. Auspices: Socia l
is t W orkers P a rty  (D own
tow n B ra n ch ). T im e : Sunday, 
M a y  7th, 8 o ’c lock. P lace : 
D owntown Labo r Center, 51 
E a s t 7th S treet.

FO R  R E N T — A ttra c tiv e  3-room 
fu rn ished  apt. F r ig id a ire  & 
in c in e ra to r. $30 per m onth. 
129 E as t 4th S t. G ilin sky . 
O R chard 7-5439.

The f i r s t  sem ester o f the 
K a r l L iebknech t School o f the 
New Y o rk  D iv is io n  o f the Y .P . 
S .L . having  been successfu lly 
concluded, the Y .P .S .L . educa
tio n a l depa rtm en t is now open
ing  the second te rm .

The L iebknech t school is  fea 
tu r in g  a new course w hich 
oug iit to prove v e ry  a ttra c tiv e  
to both p a rty  and Y .P .S .L . 
m em bers. I t  is  a fo u r lec tu re  
course in  the H is to ry  o f the 
R evo lu tiona ry  Y ou th  M ove
m ent. The lectures w il l  be g iv 
en by M a r tin  A bern , m anager 
o f the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l, M ax 
Shachtm an, ed ito r of the A p 
peal, E rn e s t E rb e r, ed ito r o f 
the Challenge of Y outh  and 
N athan Gould, N a tiona l Secre
ta ry  of the Y .P .S .L .

O ther courses a re :
F o lkdanc ing : 5 weeks. S a tu r

day, 12 to 1—E . L ifs h itz  (Be
g inn ing  M ay 13).

E lem ents o f M a rx is m : 6 
weeks? S a tu rday 1 to 2—E . 
E rb e r.

Y .P .S .L . a t W ork : A course 
in  o rgan iza tiona l p r in c ip le s : 6 
weeks. S aturday, 2 to 3—I r v 
ing  B ern , n a tiona l o rgan iza 
tiona l secre ta ry  o f the Y .P .S .L .

A ll classes are he ld  a t 51 
E a s t 7th S tree t, N . Y . C. -

By B. J. WIDICK
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SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
"Stagecoach"

As I  noted here severa l weeks ago, the f i lm  
Stagecoacji, d id n ’t please the ed ito rs o f the 
N . y .  T im es who objected to its  tre a tm e n t o f 
A m erican  h is to ry  because i t  presents the 
banker as a rasca l and the town wom an as a 
heroine. B u t la s t n ig h t I  happened to see the 
f i lm , and I  m ust re p o rt tha t, w hatever its  
defic iencies as p a tr io tic  propaganda, i t  is the 
m ost e n te rta in in g  and e xc itin g  m ovie  i ’ye 
seen in  a long tim e . Stagecoach is a s tra ig h t 
o ld -sty le  "W e s te rn ,”  w ith  the usual cha rac
te rs—com ic s tage -d river, lean and sa turn ine  
gam b le r, picturesque-drunk-who-has-seen-,bet
ter-days, hearty-vo iced sh e riff, handsome and 
in a rtic u la te  “ good”  bad m an, dance -ha il-g irl- 
w ith -go lden-heart, e tc .—and the usual c lim a x  
in  a te r r if ic  f ig h t w ith  Apaches w h ich  ends 
w ith  the las t-m inu te  a r r iv a l o f the Federa l 
ca v a lry , bugles b low ing and flags s tream ing . 
B u t these ingred ients.' p rope rly  trea ted , can 
m ake exce llen t c inem a: the “ W estern”  has 
n a tu ra lly  speed, action, and p ic to ria l splendor, 
w hich is w hy i t  is the one kind  of m ovie  that, 
has been made s tead ily  and in  q u a n tity  ever 
since the days of E d ison 's nickleodeon. Stage
coach is about the best W estern I  rem,em ber 
t j c i i i g .  I t  owes its  q u a lity  la rg e ly  to the d ire c 
tion  o f John F o rd , who sèvera l years ago 
made an exce llen t f i lm  fro m  L ia m  b 'F la h e r-  
t y ’s book, ’¡The In fo rm e r. In  th is  f i lm , as in  
tha t, F o rd  shows h im se lf a p ias te r a t b u ild 
ing  up suspense. The Apaches here, the Ir is h  
R epublican A rm y  there, m ake th e ir 's in ister, 
w a itin g  presence fe lt  a ll through' thè f i lm — 
and the fin a l explosion of action is as w e ll 
done here as the B lack  and T ans ’ house ra id  
was in The In fo rm e r.

Revivals
W hile I  am  on the sub ject of m ovies, I  

m ig h t note th a t those who are in te rested  in  
the c inem a, as I  am , as som eth ing m ore than 
a w ay to k i l l  an evening, w il l  sh o rtly  have a 
chance to see the cream  o f the best co llection 
of old f ilm s  in  th is  coun try , th a t o f the M u 
seum of M odern A r t.  The M useum  has a r
ranged a series of th ir ty  re v iva l p rogram s, 
w h ich  i t  w il l  begin to show on M ay I I ,  and 
w h ich  w il l  be repeated th roughou t the sum 
m er, up to O ctober 1. F ou r o f D. W. G r if f i th ’s 
g rea test f ilm s  w il l  be shown: The B ir th  o f a 
N a tion  (M ay 13), In to le rance  (M ay 14), B ro 
ken B lossoms (M ay 15), and Way Down E ast 
(M ay 16). O ther spec ia lly  notable rev iva ls  
a re : The C abinet of D r. C a lig a ri (M ay 17), 
M u rn a u ’s The Las t Laugh (M ay 23), Von 
S trohe im ’s Greed (M ay 245, P abst’s T h e  Love 
o f Jeanne Ney (M ay 29). Von S te rnberg ’s 
U nderw orld  (June 2), M iles tone ’s A ll Quiet on

the W estern F ro n t (June 4>, and LeR oy ’s L i t 
tle  Caesar (June 6). The showings w il l  be at 
the M useum  <11 West 53rd St., New Y o rk  
C ity ) , w il l be continuous afternoons and eve
nings. and w il l  be free  to a ll who pay the 25 
cents adm ission charge to ge t in to  the 
M hseum  itse lf.

Ten Months of Evianism
L a s t Ju ly  a ll the "d e m o c ra tic ”  powers sent 

delegates to the E v ia n  Conference to devise 
ways and means o f he lp ing  refugees fro m  
iJazi G erm any. The Conference set up the 
In te rgove rnm en ta l C om m ittee  on P o lit ic a l 
Refugees, w h ich  has now been func tion ing  ten 
m onths w ith  p ra c t ic a lly  no resu lts. The ch ie f 
v illa in  here is Eng land. The B ritis h  delegation 
to E v ia n  did its  best to k i l l  the whole business 
then and' there. F a ilin g , the B r itis h  a t least 
got th e ir m an, L o rd  W in te r ton, who happens 
to be a known anti-Sem ite, made t itu la r  head 
of the Refugee C om m ittee , and the headquar
ters located in  London. When e a rly  in  F e b ru 
a ry , the A m erican , George Rublee, resigned 
as ac tive  d ire c to r o f the C om m ittee and an
other E ng lishm en took h is  post, i t  was c lear 
th a t the long draw n-out pretense of “ doing 
som eth ing about the refugees”  was about to 
be gi.ven up.

The E v ia n  C om m ittee 's  o b itu a ry  was w r it 
ten in a B e rlin  d ispatch fro m  Otto D . Tolischus 
in  the N . Y . T im es fo r  A p r il 25. C om m enting 
on the com plete breakdow n o f a rrangem ents 
fo r rece iv ing  Jew ish refugees in to  o ther coun
tr ie s , M r. To lischus w rite s : ‘ ‘The hopes fo r 
easier em ig ra tio n  th a t the G erm an Jews had 
pinned on the E v ia n  C om m ittee and on George 
ftu b ie e ’s negotiations w ith  the G erm an gov
e rnm ent have fa ile d  to m a te ria lize  thus fa r . 
L it t le  i f  anyth ing  has .been done to create the 
m ach ine ry  agreed upon between M r. Rublee 
and the G erm an governm ent, and the general 
im pression in  G erm an-Jew ish quarte rs  is th a t 
the m a in  respons ib ility  fo r  th is  rests ne ithe r 
on the G erm an au tho rities  nor on the general 
w a r scare bu t on a ce rta in  lack  o f in te res t in 
those B r it is h  quarte rs p u t in  charge o f the 
E v ia p  co m m itte e ’s w o rk .”  The refugee ques
tion , a ll h y p o c ritic a l m o ra liz in g  to the con
tra ry , is  a n m tte r o f economics pure and s im 
ple. G erm any w ants to r id  he rse lf o f the bu r
den o f the Jews, and to s tr ip  them  o f th e ir 
p ro p e rty  in  the process. (The on ly class of 
Jews the Nazis discourage fro m  e m ig ra tin g  
are surgeons, who w il l  be useful in  pa tch ing  
up the by-products o f the nex t w a r.) And the 
Jews fin d  no re fuge on the whole globe be- 
eaTrse o f w ha t M r. Tolischus b lu n tly  ca lls  “ the 
s tead ily  increas ing  d is inc lina tion  o f other 
countries to apeept v ir tu a lly  penniless re f-

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR —

O U T OF TH E  PAST
By EMANUEL GARRETT

JO H N  BROW N
(M ay 9. 1800—Hanged. Dec. 2, 1859)

“ B u t when the sca ffo ld  bore its  f r u it ,  
and the dead he ro ’s h e a rt was cold, the 
pulse o f h u m an ity  once m ore began to 
beat; the tim id , the cow ard , the t im e 
server, the helpless and the w eak looked 
on the b rave  cold c lay, and fro m  a m il
lion  th roa ts a c ry  fo r vengeance was 
lif te d  to the stars. Men c ried  fro m  the 
hustings to wake a s leeping w o rld .” — 
(C larence D arrow )

I t  a ll depends on your po in t of v iew . I f  
you ’re sm ug, conserva tive , satis fied  w ith  
th ings as they are, John B rpw n was a blood
stained m adm an. I f  hum an l ib e r ty  means 
m ore to you than anyth ing  else, i f  oppression 
and s lave ry  make you w an t to go out and do 
som ething about it ,  then John B row n was a 
g lorious fig u re  who d id the r ig h t th in g  in  the 
wrong w ay, bu t who nevertheless did do some
th ing .

“ Ô ld B row n o f O saw atom ie”  was, i t  is  tfu e , 
possessed by a single idea. Bu,t th a t idea was: 
ow nership o f m an by m an is in to le rab le .

B o rn  in  C onnecticut o f a poor, fa rm e r fa m ily  
w h ich  was a rd e n tly  abo lition is t, B row n iiyed  
under s tra igh tened circum stances a ll h is life . 
W ithou t fo rm a l schooling, he go t a fa ir ish  
education by reading. N ever a success, he 
sh ifted  fro m  business to business. Several 
tim es he set up tanneries and sold them  e ithe r 
a t a p ro f it  o r a loss. F o r a tim e  he speculated 
in  land. Such m oney as he made he used a l
m ost w ho lly  fo r  h is cause! N ever a t ^ny  tim e  
d id  he have enough m oney fo r  the proper 
care o f h is la rge  fa m ily .

Striking Out for Emancipation
The con flag ra tion  o f the C iv il W ar was in  

the m ak ing . Two r iv a l system s o f econom y— 
p lan ta tion  or in d u s tr ia l—were stag ing  the p re 
lim in a ry  contests of a ba ttle  fo r pow er. O ut 
in  Kansas the p ro -s lavery  and an ti-s lave ry  
forces were d ispu ting  the issue of en te ring  
in to  the U nion as a Slave or F ree  State, d is
pu ting  by means of g u e rr illa  w a rfa re . B row n 
fo llow ed his sons out to Kansas where he led 
a group of frèè-sta ters organized by his sons 
in  Osawatom ie.

“ B o rde r R u ffia n s ”  fro m  the ne ighboring  
state of M issou ri p e rio d ica lly  invaded Kansas 
and a ttacked Free State advocates. These 
“ B order R u ffia n s ”  sacked the c ity  o f L a w 
rence. B row n avenged Law rence by m assacr
ing  a fa m ily  o f fiv e  slave-sta ters. In  re ta lia 
tion  Osaw atom ie was set on f ire .

B ro w n ’s g rea t p lan  was m eanw hile  m a tu r
ing  in  his m ind . F in a n c ia l backing  he secured 
fro m  va rious ind iv id u a ls  in  the east, f in a l ly ,  
in  p repa ra tion  fo r the decisive deed he ca lled 
a convention of his m en in  Chatham - Canada. 
He expla ined his scheme to them  : a base was 
to be established in  the m ounta ins of V irg in ia  
and M a ry la n d  to w hich slaves could flee. 
O thers, w h ite  and Negro, w ould jo in  the com 
m u n ity  to crea te  a F ree State under the Con
s titu tio n . The exact de ta ils  of ach iev ing  th is  
end he d id no t w o rk  ou t u n til la tè r.

As “ Shubel M o rg a n ”  he re tu rned  tq Kansas. 
B randed an outlaw , a rew ard  was placed on 
hip Head by the P res ident of the U n ited  States. 
To escape being caught, B row n fled  w ith  his

sons to Canada. In  1859 he re turned to the 
States, and rented a fa rm  five  m iles  fro m  
H arpe rs  F e rry  to w h ich  h is band o f men 
came.

On O ctober 16, he gave the o rde r to proceed 
w ith  the a ttack  on H arpe rs  F e rry  w hich was 
to serve as a s igna l fo r Negro revo lt. The 
im m ed ia te  ob jective  was the arsenal.

News o f h is a ttack  spread like  w ild -fire . The 
loca l m il i t ia  was q u ick ly  roused, and blocked 
his re tre a t in to  the m ounta ins w h ile  B row n  
made a stand w ith  h is  band and some p rison 
ers in  an engine house. B y  dawn the next day. 
Colonel .Robert E . Lee a rr ive d  w ith  his m a 
rines and attacked the engine house. B ro w n ’s 
two sons w ere shot down a t his side. B ro w n ’s 
forces held out as long as they could.'

When the m arines  succeeded in breaking  
th rough B ro w n ’s f ire ,  they pounced on h im  
v ic ious ly . He who had spared h is p risoners, 
perhaps even con tribu ted  to h is de fea t by his 
humaness, was beaten in to  a bloody ba ll. 
B row n and those o f h is com rades who had 
ne ithe r been k ille d  nor escaped were arrested. 
S carce ly pausing fo r  b rea th  the governm ent 
rushed h im  to tr ia l.

Immortalized on the Gallows
Throughou t the t r ia l ,  B r own ly in g  in  a cot 

m a in ta ined  his d ig n ity  and defiance. He knew 
the sentence th a t was to be passed on h im  and 
he was re a d y : “ I  am  w o rth  m ore to die than  to 
l iv e .”  V irg in ia 's  G overnor Wise com m ented: 
“ He is a bundle o f the best nerves I  ever saw 
cu t and th ru s t and bleeding and in  bonds.”

Sentence was passed on N ovem ber 2. “ Now 
i f  i t  is  deemed necessary,”  he to ld  the court, 
“ th a t I  ghouid (forfe it m y life  fo r the fu r th e r
ance of the ends o f jus tice , and m ing le  m y 
blood fu r th e r w ith  the blood of m y  ch ild ren  
and w ith  the blood of m illio n s  in  th is  slave 
coun try  whose r ig h ts  are d isregarded by 
w icked, c rue l and un jus t enactm ents, I  say, 
le t i t  be done.’ ’

B row n was led to the sca ffo ld . As he ap
proached he slipped his la s t w r it te n  words 
in to  the hands of a g u a rd : “ I  John B row n  am  
npw quite ce rta in  th a t the c rim es  o f th is  g u ilty  
land : w il l  never be purged aw ay; bu t w ith  
Blood. I  have as I  now th in k : v a in ly  fla tte re d  
m yse lf th a t w ithou t ve ry  m uch bloodshed i t  
m ig h t be done.”

Two years la te r v e ry  m uch m ore blood was 
indeed shed. F o r fo u r years a rm ies  ba ttled  
to decide questions of pow er, and in  th a t con
f l ic t  i t  was decided in  law  th a t cha tte l s lave ry  
was doomed.

B row n had found fe w  fr iends  fo r h is ex
p lo its . E ven  those who stood against chatte l 
s lave ry  w ere h o rr if ie d  by his deeds—th e ir 
s p ir it  was a lien to an understanding o f a m an 
com ple te ly  possessed by a desire fo r  freedom . 
A few , like  the poet E m erson, d id  see his 
w o rth—saw in  h im  a ra re , “ a pure id e a lis t of 
a rtless goodness”  such as h is to ry  produces 
every  so o ften  to im p e l the m ovem ent o f great 
events.

B row n  w ent down to defeat—yes, th a t is 
true , b u t on ly in  a \ l im ite d  sense. We would 
have chosen o ther means, organized d iffe re n t
ly . appealed less to Clod. B u t no th ru s t at 
freedom  is  wasted. John B row n  m ay be 
“ m p u ld r in ’ in  h is g ra ve ”  b u t h is s p ir it  goes 
m a rch in g  on.

The New Leader, 
May Day and War

By F E L IX  MORROW
Before the events o f M ay 

D ay pass in to  h is to ry , le t us 
emphasize the m eaning o f one 
of them : the M ay Day issue of 
the New Leader, w eekly organ 
of the Social D em ocra tic  F ed 
e ra tion .

There were those who cha r
acterized us as fac tiona lis ts  
when, a year o r m ore ago, we 
pointed out th a t the Social 
D em ocrats were heading fo r ' 
open and brazen support of 
R oosevelt’s w a r plans. I  am  
not revea ling  a confidence 
when I  record  tha t, on ly  a 
m onth o r two ago, in  p riva te  
conversation, Sidney Hook p ro 
tested m y cha rac te riza tion  of 
the Social D em ocrats as w a r
mongers and sought to ind ica te  
profound d ifferences among 
leaders on th is  key question. I  
tru s t that, he, and Jam es R o rty , 
and others who rem a in  a n ti
w a r in  th e ir  convictions bu t 
s t i l l  con tribu te  to the New 
Leader, w il l  exam ine its  M ay 
Day issue.

The fro n t page is g iven over 
to a cartoon rep rin te d  fro m  the 
St. Louis Post d ispa tch : two 
hands, th a t o f the Statue o f 
L ib e r ty  and th a t of a fasc is t 
sa lute, con fron ting  each o ther; 
and under the cartoon is an 
e d ito r ia l: “ We O r T h e y .”  The 
“ w e ,”  of course is the a ll- in 
c lus ive  we o f soc ia l-pa trio tism : 
Roosevelt and Landon, the 
bosses and the w orkers, a ll 
cons titu ting  “ the A m erican  
peop le ." The e d ito r ia l con
cludes: "T h e re  can be no fu r 
the r to le ra tion  o f in te rna tiona l 
m achine-gun p o lit ic s .”
O N E A L “ R E V IS E S ” —TO 
R E M A IN  H IS  OLD SELF

The back page has another 
cartoon: An a rm  en titled
"U . S .,”  w ith  a m a iled  fis t, 
“ adequate defense,”  d irected 
against the fig u re  of “ in te rn a 
tiona l gangste r.”  The t i t le  of 
the cartoon is : “ T H E  O N LY  
LA N G U A G E  H E  U N D E R 
STAN D S.”  The cartoon serves 
as illu s tra t io n  fo r  an a rtic le  by 
Jam es Oneal, ed ito r of the New 
Leader, en titled  “ D iffe rence 
between T7 and present c ris is  
creates need fo r  revised Socia l
is t a ttitu d e  tow ards w a r .”

M r. Oneal doesn’t have to re 
vise m uch : the records do not 
ind ica te  th a t he was a serious 
opponent of w a r in  1917, and i f  
he dares to say d iffe re n tly , I  
should en joy g iv ing  th a t re c 
ord, no tab ly  the be lly -c ra w lin g  
conduct of h im  and his closest 
co llabora to rs , Lou is W aldm an 
and A lgernon Lee. The opposi-. 
tion  to w a r in  1917 came not 
fro m  these cow ards, b u t fro m  
the le ft-w inge rs  who stood on 
the p rog ram  of the Russian 
R evo lu tion . Oneal has l it t le  to 
revise now ; as ever, he fo llow s 
in  the footsteps o f Scheidemann 
and Noske.

M r. Oneal w ould have us re l
egate to the scrap-heap M a rx ’s 
d ic tum  th a t the w orkers  “ have 
noth ing to lose but th e ir 
cha ins.”  “ ,We now kn o w ,”  says 
Oneal, “ o r should know» bet
te r .”  F o r “ O ur dem ocracy is 
w orth  a f ig h t ” —w hich  Oneal 
pe rve rts  to mean th a t the fig h t, 
th a t is w o rth -w h ile  is th a t in  
w hich the w orke rs  sha ll serve 
as cannon-fodder fo r  the big 
im p e ria lis t powers.
W A R -T IM E  D IC TATO R SH IP  
W ON’T  H U R T

As an able p o lit ic ia n , M r. 
Oneal understands the c ru c ia l 
question: th a t the masses can
not be m ustered in to  service 
“ fo r  dem ocracy”  w ith  any 
p la u s ib ility  in  the face  o f the 
w a r-tim e  reg im e w h ich  is a l
ready outlined in  the In d u s tr ia l 
M ob iliza tion  B il l.  Ajtr. Oneal 
therefore argues th a t we m ust 
su rrender freedom  in  w a r-tim e  
because i t  on ly  “ means te m 
po ra ry  re s tric tio n  o f the fre e 
doms I  have discussed,”  and 
th a t “ to id e n tify  cen tra liza tion  
o f pow er in  w a r tim e  w ith  to 
ta lita r ia n is m  is r id icu lo u s .”

In  a series o f a rtic les  the So
c ia lis t Appeal has a lready  de
scribed the reg im en ta tion  of 
labor w h ich  is  to begin when 
the w a r breaks out. The meas
ures planned by the govern
m ent go fa r  beyond anyth ing  
ins titu ted  by W ilson in  1917. 
B u t the fundam en ta l issue lies 
s t i l l  deeper. We got some de
m ocracy back a fte r the la s t 
w a r—we also go t P a lm e r ra ids 
and mass a rrests  and prison 
sentences, e tc.—bu t we cannot 
accept even M r. O neal’s gua r
antee th a t we w il l  g e t some 
dem ocracy back again  a fte r 
the nex t w a r.

I f  the to ta lita r ia n  powers are 
defeated in  the com ing w a r a 
series o f revo lu tions in  those 
countries w il l  undoubtedly fo l
low  ; and the ro le  o f F rance  and 
E ng land as hangm en o f revo lu 
tions (1917-1923) w il l  now be
come A m e ric a ’s. E ng land  and 
F rance were able to p la y  th a t 
ro le  w ith  im p u n ity  because the 
w orkers o f those tw o countries, 
shackled to th e ir  ru le rs  by the 
“ labo r leaders”  in  the w ar, 
were too weak to p reven t th e ir  
m asters fro m  destroy ing  the 
European revo lu tion  in  G e r
m any and A u s tria  and Hun-

i ga ry . A t the v e ry  least then, 
| i f  we fo llow  O neal’s path  the 
A m erican  w orkers  w il l  repeat 
the road o f the E ng lish  and 
F rench o f th a t period.

B u t i f  A m erica  does not 
emerge as m aster o f the w orld  ? 
Then we fo llo w  the road o f G e r
m any: ca p ita lism  saved fro m  
the re vo ltin g  masses by the 
pro tection  provided by the So
c ia l D em ocra tic  leaders who 
were welded to the cap ita lis ts  
by co llabo ra tion  in  the \va r; 
and hav ing  been saved, bu t un
able to pay the overhead costs 
of dem ocracy, the cap ita lis ts  as 
soon as possible re so rt to fa s 
c ism . T h a t is the road of 
O neal’s teachers, w h ich  he now 
propagandizes fo r  in  A m erica .

I  have only re fe rre d  to two 
of the w ar-m ongering  fea tu res 
in  the New Lea d e r’s M ay Day 
issue. B u t the whole issue 
reeks of them . Leon Dennen— 
who passed by a n a tu ra l- 
enough process fro m  S ta lin ism  
to Social D em ocracy w ithou t 
even s k ir t in g  the revo lu tiona ry  
fie ld —postures as one “ w ho lly  
on the side o f those whp believe 
th a t the N azi beast m us t be 
stopped w ith  a ll the means at 
our d isposal.”  In  previous is 
sues Charles Yale  H arrison  had 
a lready made the jp.urney in to  
the cam p of chauv in ism . A 
p rom inen t fea tu re  o f the issue 
is the E as te r M anifesto  of the 
La b o r and S ocia lis t In te rn a tio n 
al. ca llin g  fo r  ,w.ar. F it t in g ly , i t  
is fo llow ed by an a rtic le  by 
W ilhe lm  Sollman.n, one o f the 
G erm an Social D em ocra tic  
leadens responsible fo r  the 
crush ing  o f the G erm an revo lu 
tion o f 1918-19. The New Lead
e r ’s M ay D ay is, in  short, a 
d e d i c a t i o n  to im p e ria lis t 
s laughter.

M A X IM  L IT V IN .O y

VYASC H ESLAV M O LOTOV

BRITISH DRAFT PLAN  
MEETS IRISH PROTEST

A  pow erfu l wave o f resent
m ent aga inst the proposed p lan 
of G rea t B r ita in  to conscrip t 
Ir ish m e n  whp live  in  the S ix 
Counties o f the N o rth  is a t p res
ent sweeping a ll Ire la n d . Even 
P re m ie r de V a le ra , who long 
ago abandoned the re vo lu tion 
a ry  strugg le  fo r the com plete 
na tiona l independence o f I r e 
land, was fo rced to speak out 
s trong ly  aga inst the plan in  the 
D a jl E ireann  th is  week. O nly 
fo llow ers  o f fo rm e r P re m ie r 
Cosgrave, p ro -B ritish  stooge, 
dem anded th a t Ir ish m e n  en lis t 
in the B r itis h  a rm y  to defend 
“ dem ocracy ."

“ We c la im  the whole o f I r e 
land as a n a tiona l te r r ito ry , 
and conscrip tion  o f Ir ish m e n  in  
th a t po rtion  o f the coun try  we 
w il l  rega rd  as an ac t o f ag
gression,”  sa id de V a le ra .

“ Such a th re a t,”  he con tin 
ued, “ w ould be in to le rab le  and 
anybody anxious fo r  good re la 
tions between nations m ust 
rea lize th a t such a th re a t was 
so.”

De V a le ra  knows fu l l  Well 
th a t he w ould su ffe r the fa te  of 
John Redmond and the old N a
tio n a lis t P a rty  when they 
pledged the support of Ire la n d  
to B r ita in  in  the la s t w a r on the 
prom ise o f home ru le  w hich 
was never fu lf i l le d  u n til the 
C iv il W ar fo rced  • B r ita in  to 
g ra n t it .

H ow ever, i t  is possible th a t 
De V a le ra  is  m e re ly  try in g  to 
barga in  w ith  B r ita in  fo r  p o lit i
ca l con tro l o f the S ix Counties 
in  the N o rth  and in  re tu rn  
w ould a tte m p t to lin e  up the 
Ir is h  w orkers  and fa rm e rs  in
the B r it is h  A rm y .

De Valera has tim e and time 
again proved that he is ready

to re ly  on prom ises and p a r lia 
m en ta ry  appeals and has even 
begun a cam paign aga inst the
I.R .A . m em bers who demand 
th a t Ire la n d  p repare  fo r  the 
arm ed c o n flic t w hich w il l  re a l
ly  decide the issue o f genuine 
nationa l independence.

I r is h  w orke rs  and fa rm e rs  
know fu l l  w e ll w ha t B r itis h  
“ dem ocracy”  means and they 
have no in ten tion  whatsoever 
o f 'a id in g  B r ita in ’s “ ho ly  w a r .”  
These w orkers  and fa rm e rs , 
who have a re vo lu tio n a ry  tra d i
tion, w il l  res is t to  the b itte r 
end any a tte m p t to conscrip t 
them  and they w il l  f ig h t to p re 
serve Ire la n d  aga inst p a rtit io n .

W AR NOTES
On order fro m  P resident 

Roosevelt, a new a rm y  depart
m ent, to be known as the De
pa rtm en t of Puerto  R ico, w ith  
ju r is d ic tio n  extend ing  over the 
en tire  C aribbean Is land  region 
has been established by Secre
ta ry  o f W ar W oodring. M ore 
troops and guns w i j l  be sept 
to th a t area. B rig a d ie r General 
Edm und L . D aley is in  charge. 
Th is  new a rm y  departm ent, 
w h ich  com p lim ents  the $9,300,- 
000 a lready voted fo r im p ro ve 
m ent . o f a ir  and subm arine 
bases in the C aribbean, is 
charged w ith  p reven ting  the es
tab lishm en t o f m ili ta ry  bases 
anywheres nea r the A m erican  
continent by a fo re ign  power. 
À strong m ili ta ry  base in  the 
C aribbean puts the U. S. in 
s tr ik in g  position over a ll o f the 
L a tin  A m erican  nations.

*  ' *  *

In  the M ay D ay dem onstra
tions  organized by Swiss labor 
o rganizations, speakers pledged 
the w o rke rs ’ support to  w a r.

Litvinov Ousted 
In Bid to Hitler
tr ig , H ungary , and m ore re 
cen tly  I t  seized p a rt o f Czecho
s lovak ia . I ts  popu la tion  o f 34 
m illio n  is less than 70 pe rcen t 
Po lish . The rem a inde r is com 
posed o f ' m in o ritie s—inc lud ing  
5,000,000 U k ra in ia n s  — deeply 
hostile  to  th e ir  Po lish  over- 
lords.

P o land ’s Position
E xcep t as a b u ffe r between 

them selves and the G erm ans, 
the Russians have no g rea t in 
te re s t in  the p reserva tion  of 
Poland. On the co n tra ry , w ith  
the re v iv a l o f the G re a t Rus
sian tendencies in  the S ta lin  
reg im e, i t  is  no t a t a ll incon
ce ivab le  th a t a G erm an-Soviet 
agreem ent w ould include plans 
fo r another Po lish  p a rtit io n .

Aside fro m  th is , Jpoweyer, 
there  are fa r  lo a d e r s tra teg ic  
and p o lit ica l considerations in 
vo lved. By m ak ing  te rm s w ith  
H it le r , S ta lin  could he lp  p it  the 
A nglo-French coa lition  against 
the G e rm an -Ita lian  bloc and re 
m ain  s itua ted  h im se lf—even i f  
on ly  te m p o ra r ily —pn the s ide
lines. F ro m  H it le r ’s po in t of 
v iew , the "n e u tra liz a tio n ”  of 
Russia—again on ly te m p o ra rily  
—w ould increase h is chances 
aga inst his Anglo-Frenah r i 
va ls . T h a t is why such a deal 
has so profound an inner logic 
and th a t is w hy both S ta lin  and 
H it le r , each in  his own w ay, is 
cau tious ly  reach ing  out fo r  it .

A t the p a rty  congress in  
M arch , S ta lin  openly offered* 
H it le r  a bloc and decried the 
“ w a rm o n g e rs ”  in  the " democ
ra c ie s .’ * In  his Reichstag 
speech on A p r il 28, H it le r  dem 
o n s tra tive ly  re fra ined  fro m  his 
custom ary a ttacks on Russia 
and on “ B o lshev ism .”  On M ay 
D ay in  Moscow the bellicose 
speeches o f V orosh ilov  and 
others w ere no tab ly  lack ing  in  
any d ire c t references to the 
Reich. A t the same tim e , a l
m ost unnoticed in  the rush of 
events, Russia has been easing 
the s itua tion  on its  eastern 
fro n t by new tra n s ito ry  agree
m ents w ith  Japan and M anchu- 
kuo both.

The Psycho log ica l M om ent
L a s t week the B r it is h  were 

about to send new proposals to 
fyloscow fo r  a m od ified  pact. 
L o rd  H a lifa x  was scheduled to 
m eet L itv in o v  at Geneva on 
M ay 15. I t  i,s easy to see th a t 
L itv in o v  w ould be the m ost a r
dent pa rtisan  o f reach ing  some 
agreem ent w ith  E ng land  and 
F rance , the reby  c a rry in g  out 
the fundam en ta l o rien ta tion  as
signed h im  by S ta lin  and a t the 
same tim e  saving  som ething 
fro m  the w reckage o f h is p re 
vious “ co llec tive  s e c u r ity ”  set
up. I t  was p rec ise ly  a t th is  
junc tu re  th a t the ax fe l l  on his 
neck and L itv in o v  passed fro m  
the scene, p robab ly  fo reve r.

London and P a ris  w ere bad ly 
frigh tened . B e r lin  was q u ie tly  
ju b ila n t. C ham berla in  began to 
ta lk  about a “ non-aggression”  
pact w ith  H it le r  and supporters 
of the' “ appeasem ent p o lic y ”  a t 
once again ra ised  th e ir  heads, 
in  other words, London is t r y 
ing  once m ore to see i f  by a 
fresh  deal o f some k ind  w ith

H it le r  i t  can p reven t any G e r
m an-Soviet deal fro m  going 
th rough.

A t the same tim e , the B r it is h  
d ip lom a ts  m ay extend th e m 
selves as never before to d ra w  
Russia in to  th e ir  cam p, fo r  i t  
is also p a rt o f S ta lin ’s purpose, 
in  pu rg ing  L itv in o v  a t th is  
ju n c tu re , to g ive B r ita in  a 
" f in a l  w a rn in g ”  to m ee t the 
R ussian te rm s o r else lose ou t 
e n tire ly .

S ta lin 's  Weakness
In  these days, how ever, there  

are m any slips between the  de
s ires and the pacts. S ta lin  is 
try in g , in h is own d is to rted  
fashion, to repea t L e n in ’s po l
icy  o f 1918, o f p lay ing  o ff one 
im p e ria lis t coa lition  aga inst an
other. The fa ta l d if f ic u lty  fo r  
S ta lin  is th a t he s its  h im s e lf 
on a precarious perch o f h is 
own m aking . He has sapped 
the resources of the revo lu tion , 
sh ivered and shaken his en tire  
apparatus, d isorganized the 
economy o f the coun try , and 
dem ora lized its  a rm ed forces 
by the ca tas troph ic  purges o f 
the la s t th ree  years.

D ivo rced  fro m  W orkers
The o ther even m ore funda 

m enta l weakness th a t dogs h im  
now is the com plete  d ivorce  be
tween the Soviet governm ent 
and the masses o f w orkers and 
fa rm e rs  o f the c a p ita lis t na
tions. He abandoned the p o li
cies and methods o f the p ro le 
ta r ia n  revo lu tion  fo r  a mess o f 
im p e ria lis t pacts w h ich  proved 
w orth less even before the w a r 
.broke out. N ow  he fum b les  fo r  
ne w pacts and can no longer 
establish any id e n tity  w ith  the 
in terests o f the Soviet U nion in  
the m inds o f the w ar-m enaced 
m illio n s  o f w o rke rs  in  the 
w orld .

Thus sapped in te rn a lly  and 
isolated e x te rn a lly , S ta lin  rides 
to his own doom w hatever the 
outcome o f the over-cunning  
d ip lo m a tic  m aneuvers between 
the r iv a l cam ps o f im p e ria lis m . 
The g rea t question th a t re T 
m ains to be solved in  the con
flic ts  o f the fu tu re  is  w he ther 
the Russian people w il l  in  tim e  
free them selves o f the S ta lin 
is t o lig a rch y  and fin d  the w ay  
to jo in  w ith  the w o rke rs  o f the 
res t o f the w o rld  in  m a k in g  the 
com ing w a r the f in a l w a r of 
ca p ita lism  and the opening o f 
a new epoch o f w o rld -w ide  l ib 
e ra tion  fo r a ll the oppressed.

Romantic Dowager 
Comes
To Untimely End

W ith  the death o f M rs . M a ry - 
on Andrew s B ru g ie re  Demi.ng 
Cooper H e w itt M cC arte r in  
New Y o rk  C ity , one o f the m ost 
rom an tic  and fabu lous careers 
in  stockho ld ing  c irc les  came to 
a close the o ther m orn ing .

F ir s t  acc la im ed in  h o ity -to ity  
society as a popu la r Southern 
belle, M aryon  Andrew s in  ra p 
id  succession m a rr ie d  and d i
vorced fiv e  m illio n a ire  stock
holders.

Reputed in  F rance  to be the 
“ g reatest wom an g a m b le r.”  
once a fte r a gay p a rty  she was 
in v ite d  to become the piece de 
resistance in  the harem  o f the 
Shah o f P ers ia . On one o f her 
frequen t re laxa tions on p a la tia l 
ocean line rs  she w ore a d ia 
mond-studded ank le t va lued a t 
$100,000.

She insisted th a t her m anner 
of l iv in g  requ ired  an incom e o f 
no t less than $250,000 a year.

In  1936 the w o rld  gasped 
when her 21-year-old daughter, 
who was borp ou t o f wedlock, 
charged her m o the r w ith  hav
ing  had a “ s te r iliz a tio n ”  opera
tio n  pe rfo rm ed  upon her w ith 
ou t he r consent in  orefer to 
tigh ten  the m o th e r’s hold on a 
$10,000,000 tru s t fund set up by 
the g i r l ’s m u lt i-m il l io n a ire  
g rea t-g rand fa the r.

The dowager was on ly  55 
when she died suddenly of 
apoplexy o f the b ra in . She is 
su rv ived  by tw o o ther ch ild ren  

. and her stock hold ings.

Recommend 1,000 Men 
Be Thrown Out 
Of Theater Beds
' LOS A N G E LE S , C a lif., A p r i l  
25.— C ity  o ffic ia ls  today recom 
mended th row ing  1,000 m en on 
re lie f out of th e ir  beds a fte r 
bea ring  a leng thy re p o rt fro m  
F ire  C hief R a lph  Scott in  w h ich  
he described the  f i l th  p re v a il
ing  in  a ll-n ig h t theaters where 
men on re lie f spend th e ir  
n igh ts instead o f in  h igher- 
p riced  flo p  houses.

O u t of the $18 a m onth  a l
lowed these un fo rtuna te  unem 
ployed m ust come rep t, food, 
m ed ica l a tten tion , c lo th ing . In  
o rde r to get m ore fo r  food, they 
spend m id n ig h t to dawn in  a ll- 
n ig h t theaters. They are often 
i l l  and feverish  fro m  hunger, 
smoke cheap tobacco, s p it on 
the flo o r, doze f i t fu l ly  in  un
cushioned thea te r seats w h ile  
anc ient f i lm s  unw ind repeated
ly  before them  th rough  the 
n igh t.

The p rac tice  was ca u s tica lly  
characte rized  by P res ident 
C lyde C. Shoem aker as “ a d is
grace to Los Angeles and dan
gerous to life  and p ro p e rty .”

The c ity  o ffic ia ls  recom 
mended th a t an ord inance be 
adopted to close down these 
p a rt ic u la r theaters a t an e a rly  
hour, bu t unable to o ffe r any 
concrete suggestions as to 
where to herd the 1,000 m en 
a fte r they are th ro w n  ou t on 
the streets, asked fo r  a re p o rt 
fro m  the socia l serv ice  depa rt
m ent.

As ye t no o ther p lace has 
been prov ided  the m en to 
sleep.
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent wage for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work* 

and housing program.
4. Thirty-th irty! $30-weekly m inim um  wage— 

30-hour weekly m axim um  for a ll w orker! on 
a ll jobs.

5. Th irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability
pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people's referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

voluntarily face the most efficient k illing  and 
devastating machines mankind has ever devised.

That is why his W ar Department is working- 
out its diabolical plans to FORCE the people 
into the army by means o f the D R AFT.

Couldn’t Be Worse?
Anyone who still inclines toward the view that 

the coming war is to be fought for idealistic rea
sons, that it w ill be a war to preserve democracy, 
or what have you, should ponder well the re
marks o f a British broker o f The City.

Said the broker, as quoted by Frank C. Hani- 
ghen in the New York Post o f May 2 : “ War 
would be terrible. But, after all, I ’m coming to 
feel that it couldn't be worse than what we’re 
going through. . . (Clients) simply won’t put 
money into new projects, w ith such an uncertain 
future. But it  war came— . Well, there would 
have to be investments in plants which supply 
munitions. Lots o f investments. . . As I said be
fore, things couldn’t be wprse in case o f war.”

Things couldnt be worse, says the London 
broker. M illions o f men w ill be killed. M illions 
more w ill be maimed for life. M illions o f chil
dren w ill be orphaned, wives bereft o f their hus
bands, mothers bereft o f their sons. N o tA o  
speak o f the devastation o f a continent. But—  
and this should certainly be cause for rejoicing 
to the soldier whose flesh and entrails w ill be 
torn by bullets— there w ill be new investments. 
Lots of them. And lots o f profits, too, fo r the 
brokers, the bankers and the financiers.

Who said this won’t be a war fo r the defense 
of democracy, and for religion, and fo r a whole 
bunch o f noble ideals?

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks

Presto Change!
As predicted in the columns o f the Socialist 

Appeal, the capitalist government o t the United 
States has decided that it has no reason for 
changing its policy toward Bolivia, despite the 
fact that its dictator came out openly and de

clared Bolivia to be a totalitarian state subject 
only to his personal whims.

No less an authority than Secretary H u ll has 
confirmed the Appeal's prediction. In his press 
interview on May 1, iHull stated that he thought 
the form  o f government in Bolivia has remained 
intact in every sense and he noted that the same 
officials as before are still in power.

He added that there was no state o f new and 
changed conditions that would call fo r action 
by the State Department.

The Socialist Appeal not only knew this be
fore H u ll admitted it last Monday but has been 
consistently publicizing the fact for some time. 
What is new is H u ll’s admission that the Roose
velt government knew all the time that Bolivia 
was an absolute dictatorship even though Roose
velt listed it as a republic; and that Busch's re
cent coup d’etat did nothing but openly acknowl
edge the totalitarian realities even though he 
decided to change his name back to a republic 
again.

A  country can be oppressed by the most vio: 
lent and bloody dictatorship, openly acknowl
edged by the dictator in power himself. But if  
he lines up w ith Roosevelt fo r the coming \yar—  
Grand V izier H u ll w ill l i f t  a crisp dollar bill, 
strike him thrice across the haunches, and presto 
change! he w ill be a noble “ republic”  w ith 
Western democratic institutions to help defend.

I t  should be a great comfort to the common 
people o f the United States to know, as they lie 
dying on foreign battlefields in defense o f capi
talist profits, that it is so easy to change a dicta
tor into a democracy.

When W ar Comes
“ I f  this country ever goes to war,”  asserted 

Colonel J. I I .  Burns, executive officer to the 
Assistant Secretary of War, “ it must be pre-  ̂
pared to do so with the most efficient k illing and 
devastating machines mankind has ever devisckl 
and in quantities corresponding to the mass pro
duction capacity o f the present age.”

W ith  this perspective, he goes on to state in 
his report to the Chamber o f Commerce of the 
United States on May 2, the W ar Department 
has planned to place 1,000,000 American farm
ers and workers under arms w ith in three months 
after the Roosevelt government orders mobili
zation for war.

Already, he continued, nearly 10,000 fac
tories (at present controlled by capitalist stock
holders) have accepted production schedules pre
pared by the W ar Department showing what is 
expected o f their workers when the conflict 
starts.

Roosevelt’s administration has prepared 
everything fo r war down to the last murderous 
detail. Only one thing is lacking— the consent 
o f the people. But Roosevelt intends to over
come this obstacle too. W ar cannot be waged 
without cannon fodder.

Roosevelt w ill not allow the people the chance 
to say NO in à popular referendum on war. He 
realizes very well that no one in his senses would

Flint’s Nine Hundred
The other day 900 families in F lin t, Mich., 

who had been struggling for months to exist on 
the two-and-a-half cent meals allowed them by 
relief authorities were wiped off the rolls. No 
clothing, no food, no homes, no work!

These 900 families came originally from the 
hills o f Kentucky and Georgia, the farms o f the 
middle west, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Wiscon
sin, ten to fifteen years ago to sell their labor to 
the big F lin t auto moguls.

When the auto moguls had wrung the maxi
mum possible profit from the sweat of these 
American workers, they dumped them into the 
streets to fight fo r the p itifu l dole dribbled out 
by the government.

Now the relief authorities have dumped them 
again into the streets. Henceforth they must eat 
thè cake generously provided by Roosevelt from 
Flin t's garbage pails— if  the relief authorities 
and F lin t’s auto moguls have their way.

This is the “ American way” — as the capital
ists interpret it. But it is not the way o f the 
working class to lie down peaceably and die from 
hunger w ithout putting up a fight.

Already F lin t’s 900 families are jo in ing hands 
with the insecure and exploited auto workers in 
jo in t struggle for the right o f everyone to a job 
at wages high enough to provide a decent stan
dard o f living.

Together they are echoing the slogans :
A ll war funds to the unemployed!
T h irty -th irty— 30 hours maximum a week at 

$30 minimum wage!
Open the gates o f the idle factories!

The Fear of Youth
A t the 158th annual communication of the 

Grand Lodge o f Free and Accepted Masons o f 
the State o f New York, Grand Master Dana B. 
Hellings made a strong appeal to the 1,500 dele
gates that they recruit new members to Masonry 
from the youth o f America.

There is a growing tendency, he deplored, par
ticularly among the young people to look upon 
Masonry with indifference. He exhorted the del
egates to “ electrify”  the Masonic movement by 
recruiting young men.

The reason fo r the indifference o f American 
youth toward Masonry is given by the officers 
o f the lodge itself. “ Freemasonry,”  said M r. 
Hellings, “ rests fundamentally on faith in God 
and active good-will toward men.”

But American youth has lost faith in a God 
who always seems to be backing the political 
programs o f capitalism; and active good-will 
toward men is not easy to summon when the 
future offers no prospect save unemployment, 
starvation, war.

Freemasonry like any other religion lias noth
ing to offer youth except oppressive rituals, g ilt 
buttons, and a bundle of hollow phrases tied 
with the red, white and blue ribbons o f patriot
ism. No organization that attempts to embrace 
both bosses and workers can offer anything else.

Youth must build its own organizations—  
fighting revolutionary organizations that w ill 
struggle to smash the capitalist system of scar
city and replace it with the socialist system of 
plenty.

The day when youth w ill take the road to 
socialist revolution in the United States is close 
at hand. The fat bosses who dominate the Free
masons can well tremble at the specter o f Am eri
can youth rising invincibly w ith the working 
class to sweep away forever the oppressive sys
tem which Masonry defends.

How to Break Strikes— Courtesy 
O f the War Department’s Experts

In the I.M.P. the Generals Have Worked out a Rigid 
Dictatorship over Labor that Makes Strike-Breaker 
Bergoff's Activities Look Like the Work of an Amateur

By H A I. D R A P E R
P e a rl ( “ I  B reak  S trike s ” ) 

B e rgo ff is  a p ike r com pared 
w ith  the U n ited  States G overn
m ent. The W ar D e p a rtm en t’s 
In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  P lan, 
approved by Roosevelt, in 
cludes among o ther th ings a 
b lu e p r in t fo r  s ti'ike -b reak ing  in  
tim e  o f w a r.

The W ar D epartm ent has f ig 
ured out and incorpora ted  a 
half-dozen and m ore ways in  
w hich s tr ikes  in  w a rtim e  m ay 
be “ le g a lly ”  smashed, over 
and above the o rd in a ry  m e th 
ods w h ich  the bosses’ govern
m ent em ploys du ring  peace
tim e .

As J. R am say M acD onald 
w rote  in  h is  book “ N a tiona l 
Defense,”  the W orld W ar has 
established th a t “ an e ffic ie n t 
m ili ta ry  cam p m ust have an 
obedient workshop behind i t . ”  
The “ p lann ing  expe rts ”  in  the 
W ar D epartm ent do not re ly  on 
the advance prom ises o f c iv il 
peace and s e rv ility  w h ich  are 
made by B i l l  Green and John 
L . Lew is, know ing th a t these 
labor fake rs  m ay not be able 
to “ d e liv e r.”  W hile  the W ar 
D epa rtm ent p roud ly  announces 
th a t i t  looks to the “ p a tr io t is m ”  
o f in d u s try  to insure its  cooper
a tion, i t  obviously does no t p u t 
any fa ith  in  the p a tr io tis m  of 
the w orkers.

C ontro l over labo r w il l  be in  
the hands o f a W ar La b o r A d
m in is tra to r appointed by the 
President. The I.M .P . specifies 
th a t he sha ll be “ an outstand
ing in d u s tria l leader who is 
thorough ly  fa m il ia r  w ith  the 
problem s en te ring  in to  the re 
la tionsh ip  of em ployer and em 
ployee and who is capable of 
d ispassionate judgm en t in  th e ir 
so lu tion .”  ( In  a la te r revised 
version, th is  was edited to “ an 
ou tstanding c itizen. . . . ” ) The 
A d m in is tra to r w il l  d ispassion
a te ly  select his own aides. 
There w il l  be a Labo r D iv is ion  
of the W ar Indus tries  A d m in is 
tra tio n , w ith  no labor represen
ta tive  on i t ,  consisting sole ly 
of representa tives o f govern
m en t departm ents and w a r 
boards.
H A N D P IC K E D  LABO R 
R E P R E S E N TA TIO N

The “ labor rep resenta tion ”  
comes in  the A dv iso ry  Council. 
H ere labor w il l  have the p r iv i
lege o f hav ing  five  representa
tives to balance an equal n um 
ber of the bosses’ m en, w ith  
the La b o r A d m in is tra to r p re 
s id ing  in  h is o ff ic ia lly  dispas
sionate w ay. Jus t to make 
sure, the la b o r “ representa
tiv e s ”  are to be handpicked by 
the governm ent. The Council 
w il l  m eet only on the ca ll o f 
the A d m in is tra to r, fro m  tim e  to 
tim e . And when i t  meets, its  
job  is to debate the problem s 
assigned to i t ,  such as co llec
tive  barga in ing , “ measures to 
p revent grievances o f em ploy
ers o r em ployees, w hether ac

tua l o r im a g in a ry , fro m  in te r
fe r in g  w ith  p roduc tion ,” ' wage 
and hour standards, etc. Since 
such debates take tim e , the 
A d m in is tra to r has a pe rfec t 
r ig h t to act m eanw hile  as he 
sees f i t .  Then i f  and when the 
A dv iso ry  Council comes to any 
decision, he can s t i l l  ac t as he 
sees f i t .

1. The s tr ike -b re a k in g  ace of 
the I.M .P . is the “ selective se r
v ice ”  d ra ft. Sum m ed up, i t  re 
qu ires th a t: m en 18-45 re g is te r; 
a loca l board o f “ out-standing 
c itizens”  appointed by the gov
ernor s ifts  them  and allocates 
some to the fro n t; others are 
g iven a "d e fe rre d  s ta tus ”  i f  
c lass ified  as needed to  w ork  a t 
home. The la tte r  are  ca lled 
the “ unorganized m i l i t ia . ”  The 
W ar D epa rtm en t has stated 
th a t “ a de fe rm ent once made 
is no t fin a l . . . and any m an 
can be rec lass ified  and ca lled 
when circum stances re q u ire .”  
NO “ F R E E  A G E N TS ”
D U R IN G  W AR

O r as B e rna rd  M . Baruch , 
the ch ie f “ th e o re tic ia n ”  of the 
I.M .P ., has p u t i t :  “ No m a tte r 
w ha t the grounds fo r  your de
fe rm e n t m ay be, unless you 
are fa ith fu lly , continuously, and 
use fu lly  em ployed in  a capac ity  
and fo r an en te rp rise  de te r
m ined by the G overnm ent to 
be essentia l to the prosecution 
of the w a r, you r de fe rm ent w il l  
be cancelled and you w il l  im 
m ed ia te ly  be ca lled fo r  serv ice  
w ith  the co lo rs .”

B a ruch  has added: “ . . . th is  
does no t say, however, th a t 
men no t under m ili ta r y  d isc i
p line  are free  agents in  w a r. 
The G overnm ent cannot say, 
'W ork  here, w o rk  th e re ,’ o r 
‘W ork fo r  M r. A . ’ B u t i t  can 
say—as i t  d id  say in  1918: 
’W ork or f ig h t ! ’ T h a t p rin c ip le  
was ba re ly  invoked, bu t i t  was 
and is capable o f im m ense ex
pansion. . . . The d ra ft o f men 
fo r in d u s tria l em p loym ent is 
not only im possib le. I t  is  w ho l
ly  unnecessary. The w ork  or 
fig h t method is a be tte r w ay. 
I t  is com patib le  w ith  our in s ti
tu tions and fa r  m ore e ffective  
than any chain-gang or im 
pressm ent th a t could be in- 
inven ted .”  (B a ru ch ’s em pha
sis.)

2. The second method is the 
d ire c t d ra ft of labo r—i.e ., as
sign ing m em bers of the “ unor
ganized m i l i t ia ”  to w o rk  where 
they are to ld  under m ili ta ry  o r
ders, and m ak ing  them  liab le  
to c o u rt-m a rtia l i f  they do not. 
Th is  is p u b lic ly  re jected  by 
B aruch  in his s ta tem ent above, 
bu t there is  no doubt th a t i t  is 
p a rt of the W ar D e p a rtm e n t’s 
perspective, to be used when 
necessary though avoided i f  
possible. S ecre tary o f W ar, 
W oodring was so ind iscree t on 
one occasion as to confide to 
the press in  a re g u la r in te rv ie w  
th a t the W ar D epa rtm ent w ill 
" fa v o r  a labor d ra f t . ”  And the

I.M .P . b ills  ax-e ca re fu lly  d raw n 
up so as to p e rm it th is  meas- 
ure , even though i t  is no t ex
p lic it ly  stated.

P u b lic ly , the I.M .P . m en are 
coy on the sub ject. An in te r 
v iew er asked A ssis tan t Secre
ta ry  o f W ar, Johnson: “ How 
about conscrip ting  la b o r? ”  He 
rep lied : "N o ! B u t i f  the w a r 
became a ‘b ig  w a r ’ there is no 
doubt th a t some fo rm  o f gu id 
ance w ould be p u t in  e ffec t. B y  
th a t I  s im p ly  m ean th a t essen
t ia l industries  could no t be pe r
m itte d  to languish because men 
p re feri'ed  to loa f ra th e r than 
w ork. T h a t’s a l l . ”

3. Side by side w ith  th is  goes 
m ili ta ry  supervis ion w ith in  the 
w a lls  of the fa c to ry . The I.M .P . 
b ills  p i'ovide fo r  the induction  
in to  governm ent service of “ a ll 
ind iv id u a ls  in  m anagem ent o r 
conti'o l o f any in d u s tr ia l o rgan
iza tio n .”  W hat th is  means is 
shown by the fa c t th a t the W ar 
D epartm ent has a lready qu ie t
ly  d is tr ib u te d  m ore than 14,000 
reserve a rm y  com m issions to 
top -rank m anufactu re i's , exec
u tives, bankers, etc.

4. T h is  same prov is ion  can be 
in te rp re ted  also to app ly to 
union leaders, who m ay be con
sidered to be in  con tro l o f an 
“ in d u s tr ia l o rgan iza tion .”  Even 
i f  over d ra ft age, there fo re , 
they m ay be foi'ced to en ter the 
govei-nment service, in  o rde r to 
In tegra te  the trade  union m ove
m ent in to  the w a r m achine.

5. The P res ident can also by 
decree extend m ili ta ry  contx-ol 
over a ll " in d u s tr ia l o rgan iza 
tions”  and ind iv id u a ls  invo lved  
in "p u b lic  se rv ice ”  industries. 
Th is  is a p rov is ion  w hich would 
especia lly e ffec t the ra ilro a d  
unions.

6. In  one little -kn o w n  case in  
the W orld  W ar, in  a lum be r 
s tr ike  in  the N orthw est, so l
d iers in  u n ifo rm  were used as 
scabs to take the place of s tr ik -  
ei's. Thex-e is no th ing to p reven t 
th is  fro m  happening* 1 2 3 4 again, on 
a la rge  scale i f  necessary.

7. F in a lly  the P res ident is 
em powered to issue any ru les 
and regu la tions he sees f i t  to 
im p lem en t the genera l a im s 
la id  down in  the b ills . V io la tion  
of any such ru le  and regu la tion  
ca rr ies  the same punishm ent 
as v io la tion  o f the law  its e lf: 
$100,000 fine  a n d /o r one year in  
ja il .  There are no lim ita tio n s  to 
th is  ru le  by deci'ee.

T rade-un ion ists and Workers 
who have heard the ta lk  about 
the nex t crusade " to  m ake the 
w orld  safe fo r  dem ocracy”  
should rem em ber the re m a rk  
of Senator Lee, m em ber of the 
Senate M ili ta ry  A ffa irs  Com
m ittee  :

“ Colonel T a y lo r (A m erican  
Legion agent—H .D .) is co rre c t 
when he says th a t when our na
tion  goes to w a r our fo rm  of 
governm ent m ust become a 
d ic ta to i'sh ip , w ith  the P res ident 
the C o inm ander-in -C h ie f.”

Passport Trial Finds Defendants 
Guilty; Had G PU  Connections

By N A T  L E V IN E
N EW  Y O R K —A aron S harfin , 

Ossip G arber and E dw ard  B la tt 
were found g u ilty  by a ju ry  in 
Federa l C ourt o f a c r im in a l 
conspiracy to forge and fra u d 
u le n tly  obta in  A m erican  pass
ports fo r eighteen men and 
women, am ong them  the Mos
cow -im prisoned Robinson-Rub- 
ens couple.

Despite the fa c t th a t th rough
out the t r ia l  the tie-up of the 
defendants o f the G .P .U .—Rus
sian Secret Service—was com 
p le te ly  suppressed by the p ros
ecution, • Judge Goddard de
c la red  a fte r conviction  th a t 
“ the defendants apparen tly  
have fo re ign  connections.”  and 
ra ised ba il to $5,000 pending 
sentence on Tuesday, adding 
th a t “ under the c ircum stances 
the sum is no t excessive.”

Prosecution Had Facts
Judge G oddard ’s I'efei'ence to 

the " fo re ig n  connections”  of the 
defendants is corroborated by 
in fo rm a tio n  in  the hands o f the 
pi'osecution and o ther sources:

1. Ossip G arbe r is described 
as a “ rab id  S ta lin is t”  in  a f f i
dav its  by people who frequen t
ed the G arber home, and as 
"c o m m u n is tic ”  by the tes ti
m ony o f his b ro ther-in -law , M r. 
H a rry  Schwartz.

2. Aaron Shai'fin  was o r is a 
m em ber o f the C om m unist P a r
ty , New Y o rk  D is tr ic t, section 
15, u n it 12 and was active  in  
the now-dissolved S ta lin is t U n
em ployed Councils in  the 
B ronx.

3. E dw ard  B la t t  moved in  an 
exclusive c irc le  of w ell-known 
S ta lin is ts , among them  D avid  
M anko ff and D oro thy T e rris , 
and m ade a t r ip  to the Soviet 
U n ion  in  1936.

4. B la t t  a rranged  fo r  the re 

ce ip t o f the phoney passports 
w ith  a num ber of S ta lin is ts  a t 
e ithe r th e ir homes or th e ir 
places of w o rk , among them :

5. M iss Helen R av itch , of the 
D ram a T ra ve l League a t 12 
West 46 S treet. M iss R av itch  i$̂  
a m em ber of the S ta lin is t In 
te rna tiona l W orkers O rde r and 
is the w ife  o f D r. Solon B e rn 
stein, fo r m any years the per- 
sonal physic ian  to W illia m  Z. 
Foster, cha irm an  of the Com
m un is t P a rty .

6. M r. Is id o r Schlanger, 
B la tt 's  b ro ther-in -law , of 308 
E as t 79 Street, who adm itted  
fro m  the w itness stand th a t he 
was v e ry  fr ie n d ly  w ith  M iss 
R av itch .

7. E dw ard  Peterson, of 568 
W alton Avenue, B ronx, a t 
whose home the fu g itive  defen
dant John B lank  boarded. Pet- 
ei'son and B lank  were m em bers 
o f the L a tv ia n  U n ity  Society of 
the S ta lin is t In te rn a tio n a l Lab- 
ox» Defense.

8. When i t  became necessary 
fo r the G .P .U . agent, Adolph 
A rno ld  Rubens, to secure a 
business in fe rence  as a fro n t 
fo r  his secre t a c tiv itie s , he 
com m andeered the Magazine 
“ L ite ra ry  A m e ric a ,”  operated 
by Im re  K lin e , a lias Kenneth 
Huston, a S ta lin is t w hom  ce r
ta in  trade union leaders believe 
to be a G .P .U . agent. P r io r  to 
his appearance in  court, K lin e - 
Huston was la s t seen in  M in 
neapolis between M arch  and 
Ju ly  1938, his appearance in  
th a t c ity  co inc id ing  w ith  the 
S ta lin is t.a tte m p t to exxgineer a 
fram e-up  aga inst the General 
D river's Union. K lin e  disap- 
peai'ed fro m  M inneapolis a fte r 
the D rive rs  U nion launched a 
$500,000 lib e l s u it aga inst the 
D a ily  W orker.

9. T h a t the three defendants 
have connections w ith  the 
G .P .U . was ind ica ted  by th e ir  
re fusa l to take the w itness 
stand in  th e ir  own behalf. They 
thus deprived the prosecution 
of the oppo rtun ity  to  cross-ex
am ine them , and p resum ably  
th is  was w orth  ce rta in  conv ic
tion  as a re su lt o f p i'e jud ic ing  
the ju ry  by fa il in g  to defend 
them selves. To have pursued a 
xeal ba ttle  fo r acq u itta l, the 
three m en w ould have had to 
take the stand, a prospect 
w h ich  the G .P .U . vetoed fro m  
the ve ry  beginning. T h a t the 
three men fu l ly  expected th e ir 
own conv ic tion  was illu s tra te d  
by th e ir  tigh t-lipped , unem o
tiona l acceptance of i t  when the 
ju ry  b rough t i t  in .

10. N ot on ly , was the fa ilu re  
of the defendants to take  the 
w itness stand insp ired  by a 
fe a r of in c r im in a tin g  d isclos
ures, bu t the G .P .U . w ished to 
reserve to its e lf a t a la te r date 
the business o f supp ly ing  the 
p o lit ica l labels. T h is  was c le a r
ly  foreshadowed when M rs. 
Rubens refused the p ro ffe red  
aid of Loy W. Henderson, a t 
th a t tim e  Seci'e tary to the 
A m erican  E m bassy in  Moscow. 
M rs . Rubens’ re fusa l o f A m e ri
can aid ind ica ted  th a t she was 
cooperating w ith  the G .P .U . 
w hich a t th a t tim e  was p re p a r
ing the R adek-B ukharin  Show 
T r ia l.  The Rubens couple were 
to be used, and m ay s t i l l  be 
used, as “ V olunteer Confes
so rs " to a “ p lo t”  aga inst S ta l
in . pa i'ad ing them selves as 
“ T ro ts k y is ts .”  The “ T ro ts k y 
is t "  angle was foi'eshadowed at 
the tim e  o f the couple 's a rre s t 
in  Moscow when the Soviet E m 
bassy in  W ashington declared 
to the press th a t the Rubens 
'm ig h t w e ll be T ro ts k y is ts .”

The New Masses o f M ay 9 has f in a lly  g iven 
the o ff ic ia l S ta lin is t answer to W a lte r G. K r iv it -  
sky 's  series of a rtic le s  in  the S aturday E ven ing  
Post.

The re p ly  is a c rush ing  re fu ta tio n  o f the sensa
tio n a l charges m ade by K r iv its k y  aga inst the 
S ta lin is t reg im e and the G .P .U . and under the 
im p a c t o f the blow  we are a lm ost ready to apolo
gize fo r  hav ing  been taken in  by K r iv its k y  to the 
ex ten t o f rep roduc ing  excerpts fro m  his a rtic le s  
in  our colum ns. To do the N ew  Masses ju s tice — 
and God knows i t  deserves i t— we re p r in t its  
po ln t-by-po in t exposure o f K r iv its k y  in  fu l l :

“  ‘G eneral K r iv its k y , ’ you are Shm elka G ins
berg.

“ You were never a genera l. You cannot even 
use a r if le .

“ You never set eyes on S ta lin  o r V orosh ilov.
“ You are an A us trian , h a ilin g  fro m  old F ranz- 

Josef's P odvo le tch iska . Y o u r m idd le  in it ia l G. 
stands fo r  G insberg.

“ You f i r s t  tu rned  up in  P a ris  where you are a 
notorious bon v iva n t, denizen o f the n ig h t clubs, 
and a lw ays in  the dough. You invented you r t i t le  
and nam e fo r  P a ris  jo u rn a lism  when you prom ised 
to ‘te ll a l l . ’

“ Those who know you w e ll w il l  sn icke r a t the 
idea th a t you r m ind  can absorb an io ta  o f p o li
tics—the n igh ts in  P a ris  are said to be too long. 
You are ju s t the k ind  o f adven tu re r th a t the in 
fam ous Yagoda w ould p ick  fo r  h is  an ti-Soviet 
d ir ty  w ork.

“ You cannot even w rite . Isaac Don Lev ine, a 
l i ly  in  his own r ig h t, ghosted the a rtic le s . They 
made a fine  p ro d u c U -K riv its k y , ou t o f Lev ine, 
fo r  the S a turday E ven ing  Post. I t  is  an open 
secre t th a t Suzanne L a F o lle tte , T ro ts k y is t s ta l
w a rt, is  lend ing  Levine  a hand in  p re p a rin g  the 
m a te ria l fo r  a book. C urtis  B row n. In c ., are the 
agents of Isaac Don Lev ine , Suzanne La F o lle tte  
a n d /o r ’General K r iv its k y . ’ I f  anybody s t i l l  w ants 
the book he can get i t  fo r  $500.

“ New Masses has the facts.
“ T h a t’s about a l l . ”
And it 's  a good th ing  fo r  the New Masses th a t 

i t  is “ about a l l , ”  fo r the paper i t  uses w ould su re ly  
have to rn  a t the fo lds i f  an add itiona l ounce o f 
th is  p u tr id  garbage has been added.

A Few Questions
K r iv its k y  s a rtic le s  in  the Post, and in  the 

European press las t year, contained a m ounta in  
of a n n ih ila tin g  evidence aga inst the K re m lin  as
sassins and th e ir unspeakable m isdeeds. M em ber 
of the Soviet C om m unist P a rty  since the C iv il 
W ar, head of the W ar In d us tries  In s titu te  in  la te r 
years, decorated by S ta lin  w ith  a h igh  o rde r, and 
la tte r ly  the head of the W estern European Secret 
Service of the K re m lin , K r iv its k y  was in  an ex
ceptiona l position to know the fac ts  and to te ll 
them . W hat he d id  w rite  in  such vo lum inous 
de ta il, i f  i t  rem ained unchallenged by the S ta lin 
ists, w ould constitu te  a sha tte ring  in d ic tm e n t of 
S ta lin , the G .P .U . and th e ir  in te rn a tio n a l fram e- 
ups.

The S ta lin is t answer, quoted above ju s t as i t  
was fu rn ished  the New Masses by the o ffice  of 
the G .P .U ., does not challenge a s ingle one o f his 
accusations! I t  confines its e lf to h u rlin g  a loaded 
cham berpo t in to  a w ind  b low ing  in  its  own d ire c 
tion.

Now, since the New Masses, o r ra th e r the gen
darm es who supervise its  colum ns, has shown 
its e lf so c leve r in  the question o f nam es, we w il l  
p robab ly  be p e rm itte d  to p u t a few  questions:

W hat is the nam e of the “ a d ve n tu re r”  in  the 
K re m lin  who once p icked “ the in fam ous Y agoda " 
fo r “ his an ti-Soviet d ir ty  w o rk ” ?

You have tr iu m p h a n tly  exposed K r iv its k y 's  
“ rea l nam e”  as Shm elka G insberg. We are glad 
to see the em phasis w ith  w h ich  you po in t ou t th a t 
th is  im poste r, posing as a 100% Russian, was on ly  
a d ir ty  Jew  a fte r a ll, an A u s tria n  Jew  a t th a t (no t 
G a lic ian , perhaps?), and on top o f every th ing , 
h a ilin g  fro m  rid icu lous  P odvole tch iska. T ha t 
alone is  enough to destroy his c re d it and c re d i
b i l i ty  fo reve r. I t  should teach h im  to be born, 
next tim e , in  G eorg ia , like  S ta lin , o r Kansas, like  
B row der.

W ill you please te ll us, in  your next issue, the 
rea l names (m idd le  in it ia ls  included) of some o f 
the m en lis ted  as your editors? Who—re a lly  
n o w !—is A. B . M ag il?  And Joseph N orth? And 
Theodore D raper?  And R obert F orsythe  (or sha ll 
we ask “ C o llie rs ")?  And Joseph F reem an (also, 
w hy is h is nam e to be rem oved soon fro m  the 
lis t)?  And M ichae l G old and W illia m  G ropper?

A Bow to the Masses' Ascetics
Also, g ive us the low-down on the name of the 

G entlem an-from -A broad  who d irec ts  the polic ies 
o f B row de r: i t  w ould m ake M r. W inchell tu rn  
re a lly  green w ith  envy.

We don’t  know m uch about K r iv its k y ’s w rit in g  
sty le  o r who, i f  anyone, ghosted his a rtic le s . B u t 
since you 're  so keen on the sub ject, your readers 
m ig h t be in te rested  in  the nam e of the b r ig h t 
young fo rm e r B a ltim o re  pup il o f V. F .. C a lverton  
who w rite s  those s t ir r in g  speeches and a rtic les  of 
E a r l B row der?  And by the w ay, who w rite s  
S ta lin 's  speeches now th a t com rade S tetsky has 
been liqu ida ted?

As fo r n ig h t clubs and long n ights, here o r in  
P a ris , we don’t  m ake any c la im s  to the specia l 
knowledge you r ed ito rs seem to possess. B u t the 
reference you m ake to them  is one po in t on w h ich  
you re a lly  h it  home aga inst K r iv its k y . I t  is  b a r
room  gossip th a t the upper New Masses c irc le  
re tire s  to i t s . so ita ry , s traw -m attressed  cots no 
la te r than  9:30 P .M ., fo r  there is no th ing else 
young m en can do o f an evening when they do 
not smoke, d rin k  no th ing s tou ter than  F e rm illa c . 
have an ascetic h o rro r fo r fle sh ly  de ligh ts  and. 
in  genera l, lead the sta in less life  of an A tlas  
M ounta in  m onk.

Y e t, u n l ik t  those others who also re tire  purpose
fu lly  a t an e a rly  hour, the young men o f the New 
Masses p e rfo rm  th e ir  s ingu la r r ite s  and services 
in  broad d a y lig h t, as is evidenced by the c u rre n t 
issue o f th e ir  paper. S tern m ora lis ts  w ould un
doubtedly pronounce harsh judgm en t upon them . 
Ours is tem pered by the re flec tion  th a t in  a 
hea lth ie r afid  saner socia l o rder, the p o lit ic a l as 
w e ll as the econom ic bases o f th e ir  profession, 
despite the standing w hich ages have g iven i t ,  
w il l  be e lim ina ted .

B u t u n til th a t be tte r day has dawned, we th in k  
i t  is no t u n fa ir  to ask th a t th e ir  p ractices be con
fined  to the duskie r nooks to w h ich  conven tiona lity  
has ta c it ly  assigned them , instead o f fla u n tin g  
them  in  the colum ns o f an a lleged ly  re vo lu tio n a ry  
pe riod ica l and in  the fu l l  s igh t o f decent souls 
whose stom achs are no t as s trong as they 
m ig h t be.

IN
CORNER

By M ax Shachtman


