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HITLER DEMANDS SHARE OF SWAG

BRITAIN DRAFTS
MASSES FOR WAR

AN EDITORIAL

The Kind of Democracy “We" Uphold

Omits Mentioning Russia

In Speech Rebuffing FDR

One Third of W.P.A.
1o Be Fired by July 1

Republicans and Democrats Find They Have
No Differences in Hacking Away
At Relief Appropriations

Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain has jammed
through the British House of Commons a conscription
law providing, for the time being, for compulsory military
service of all men from the age of 20 to 21.

Swaps Demagogy With
Roosevelt; Leaves
Door Wide Open

AGAIN ASKS DANZIG

Except for the period of the last war's duration, Eng-
land's people have been traditionally hostile to conscrip-
tion. Hundreds of years have passed without the ruling
class being able to put the people in the straitjacket of
compulsory military service.

Hitler's  Reichstag  speech
changed little in the contin-

What none of his predecessors has dared to do for cen- Ging war ik,

turies, Chamberlain, violating the pledge that he publicly
reaffirmed only four weeks ago, has now imposed upon
the masses.

Why? In the name of Democracy and a Popular War!

One out of every three workers now on W.P.A. will be fired
by July 1, if President Roosevelt has his way.

With the ink scarcely dry on his signature to a whole new
series of armament appropriations obediently voted at his
behest by Congress, running into some six hundreds of millions
of dollars added to the billions already appropriated for the war
machine, President Roosevelt sought to slash the relief appro-

The most notable feature

of the speech was the absence
from it of any significant
reference to the Soviet Unior
But if the war is so popular, why is it necessary to force :
people by law—and by the police club that stands behind

This  striking parallel to
it—to join the army?

If the war is so popular ,why doesn’t the British gov-
ernment content itself with opening up the recruiting books

to volunteers?

The truth of the matter is that nowhere, in no country,
do the people want war. Everywhere they feel consciously
or instinctively, that the coming war, like the last one, will
be a dirty imperialist war, in which millions will die like
flies in order to preserve the profits of empire.

All the ballyhoo, all the lies, all the hypocrisy, all the
bunk about “democracy” and “independence of small na-
tions” has not yet whipped the masses into a chauvinistic
frenzy satisfactory yto the war-mongers.

So, for the “popular” war, the masses have to be dra-
gooneds into - the ‘army;~conscripted ‘Jike slaves whoselife
and liberty are entirely in the hands of the small clique of
imperialists who rule the capitalist world and every country

n it,

Among the first steps in the “war for democracy” is the
brutal violation of the healthicst and soundest sentiments

of the people.

The imperialist gangsters—in England and in this coun-
try as well as in Germany—fear the freely-expressed will

of the people.

That is why they resort to conscription. That is why
they refuse to allow the people the right to vote on whether

or not whr is to be declared.

Sailors Set to. Strike
On All Pacific Ports

West Coast Seamen Gird for Showdown on
Government Hiring Halls

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
SAN FRANCISCO.—The Safl-

ors Union of the Pacific is pre-

pared to strike the West Coast
unless all government agencies
adhere to the written pledge
given to the union by Harry
Hopkins, Secretary of Com-
merce, that government-spon-
sored fink hiring halls will be
closed and stay closed.

On April 18 Admiral Land,
chairman of the U. S. Mari-
time Commission, in direct
contradiction to Secretary Hop-
kins' promise of the previous
week, announced to the press
that the commission will open
hiring halls in the port of Se-
attle when the commission be-
gins its projected operations on
the Seattle-Orient run.

Sailors Prepare Fight

Immediately upon publica-
tion of the admiral's state-
ment, the Sailors Union held
stop-work meetings up and
down the Pacific Ceast and re-
iterated ils previous position
for a coast-wise strike if the

government fink halls are
opened on the coast.
S.U.P. headquarters wired

Harry Hopkins, calling his at-
tention to the fact that the
Maritime Commission had pub-
licly stated it would disregard
the pledges he had made in
writing to Harry Lundeberg,
secretary - treasurer of the
union.

Hopkins had explicitly writ-
ten:

“1 can state that the ship-
ping commissioner’s office will

not be used as a hiring hall for

anyone,”” and “If shipping
commissioners are at the pres-
ent time maintaining hiring
halls, it is the intention of the
Department of Commerce to
discontinue this practice."” In
line with this, the government
‘ink halls on the East Coast
were shortly thereafter cloged.
Pledge ‘“‘Reinterpreted’

But after Admiral Land's
statement and the union's wire
to Hopkins, the Department of
Commerce appears to have
adopted a new position. Hop-
kins himself failed to answer
the union’s wire. Instead Da-
vis K. Niles, assistant to Hop-
kins, informed the union that
‘‘the Department of Commerce
is not using hiring halls, but
as the secretary wrote you we
will, in accordance with the
law, furnish lists of seamen to
+hose entitled to have them. In-
structions to this effect have
already been sent to all U. 8.
Shipping Commissioners."

In plain English, the ship-
ping commissioners of the Bu-
reau of Inspection affiliated to
the Department of Commerce
will continue registering sailors
for employment but the actual
hiring halls will be run by the
Maritime Commission, which
is formally not part of the De-
partment of Commerce but is
a president-appointed body “‘to
encourage the merchant ma-
rine.”

That's the scheme. But the
sailors are determined that ne
governmental agency shall

operate fink halls.

FLINT WORKERS
PROTEST (CUTS
IN WPA, RELIEF

Demonstrators Demand
War Funds Go to
Unemployed

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
FLINT, Mich., April 25.—A

militant, fighting throng of un-
employed and W.P.A. workers
marched into the city hall of
Flint last night in a well-organ-
ized demonstration, demanding
immediate alleviation of the
miserable conditions inflicted
upon welfare clients and
W.P.A. workers.

The demonstration, which
was called and led by the
W.P.A. and Unemployed sec-
tion of the United Auto Work-
ers Union (C.I.O.), was an ef-
fective mass protest against
the 2Y2¢ a meal relief level, and
the firing. of hundreds of
W.P.A. workers.

City Manager Pollock was
singled out for special atten-
tion by the marching, singing
demonstrators, who attacked
his vicious anti-labor actions
and condemned his threats that
he would see to it that all ‘'agi-
tators'’ were fired from W.P.A.

The members of the United
Auto Workers Union (C.I.O.)
packed the city hall meeting
of the City Commission, over-

flowing into the hall, the
stairs, and the adjoining
rooms.
Hundreds Mass Halls
While the U.A.W.-C.1.O.

spokesmen, C. Walters of De-
troit, Claude wOrkmgn and
Kermit- Johnson of Flint.

(Continued from Page 2)

Operators Press Drive

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
drive against the C.1.0.
through attacks on the United
Mine Workers of America
which already has 320,000

members on strike, gained fur-
ther impetus this week when
hard coal operators revealed
their intentions of forcing 100,-
000 anthracite miners on a de-
fensive strike.

The contract between the
miners and the hard coal op-
erators expifes- Sunday night
(April 31) and a strike was
considered inevitable in view
of the arrogant counter-de-
mands of the operators. Among
‘the provocative proposals they
issued to the United Mine
Workers negotiating committee
are: reduction in wages,
lengthening of hours; inclusion
of a penalty clause against
strikes, etc.

Unless Roosevelt interven-
tion comes quicker than gov-
ernment  officials planned,
prospect of a nation-wide shut
down of the entire coal indus-
try, bituminous and anthra-
cite, is certain for next week.

The hard-boiled attitude of
the anthracite operators veri-
fies reports that powerful util-
ity. steel and other industrial
forces are pressing on the coal
industry to drive for an open
shop and the defeat of the
U.M.W.A., stronghold of the
C.1.0.

The present strike of the
320,000 soft coal miners cen-

ters around the operators refu-
sal to give the UM.W.A, a

Mine Owners Forcing
National Coal Tie-up

to Break Union Grip;

Would Try to Impose Open Shop

closed shop that would exclude
the A.F. of L. miners’ union
from the industry and thus pre-
vent an internecine war costly
to all the workers.

Since John L. Lewis an-
nounced that 100,000 additional
soft coal miners were being
called out next week in sup-
port of the strikers it was be-
lieved that the threat would
serve to force a less recalci-
trant attitude on the part of
the operators.

Instead, they have ‘heen
joined in a solid front by the
anthracite operators who are
deliberately forcing the U.M.
W.A. division in this section of
the industry to pull a defensive
strike.

Hit at C.I.O.

Because the U.M.W.A. is the
organizational anqg financial
back-bone of the C.1.O., it is
evident that the coal operators
hope to weaken the entire
C.1.0. movement through a
prolonged and costly struggle
with the U.M.W.A. Financial
backing from Wall Street in-
terests makes this possible.

In present negotiations be-
tween the anthracite operators
and the miners' committee the
operators proposed a 20 per
cent reduction in wages and
the return of the eight-hour
day.

Meanwhile, negotiations be-
tween the soft coal operators
and representatives of the 320,-
000 strikers were deadlocked
despite intervention of & fed-
eral conciliator.

priation for the coming year
by one-third, to provide him
with more war funds.

W.P.A. officials, according
to the United Press, April 28,
“planned today to remove
900,000 persons from the relief
rolls this summer to compen-
sate for the reduced budget for

the next fiscal year'' proposed
by Roosevelt in his message to
Congress last Thursday.

Republicans Hail Roosevelt

For the coming fiscal year
which begins July 1, Roosevelt
limited the appropriation to
$1,477,000,000 =as contrasted
with the expenditure of §2,250,-
000,000 during the present fis-
cal year. Roosevelt's figure is
a straight one-third cut of the
figure for the amount expended
during the previous year.

Republican members of the
““‘economy bloc'' hailed Roose-
velt's message. Senator Lodge
declared that he ‘‘congratu-
lated the President on adopting
the method recommended by
the Republican members of
this committee''—the Senate
Committee on Relief and Un-
employment.

43% Cut Since October

The extent of Roosevelt's on-
slaught against the unem-
ployed may be realized if one
takes into account the W.P.A.
rolls in October stood at 3,350,-
000 before the President or-
dered reduction of the rolls to
their present figure of 2,800,000.
If the W.P.A. officials carry
out their declared intention of
dropping 900,000 more, it
means that since October they
will have thrown off the W.P.A.
a total of 1,450,000—more than
439% of those on W.P.A. in Oc-
tober will be out on the streets!

Since employment in private
industry has actually de-
creased since October, Presi-
dent Roosevelt was unable to
justify his proposals by any
references to improved possi-
bilities of employment., In-
stead, he blandly prophesied
that *“‘barring unforeseen and
unpredictable developments,
we are justified in expecting an
upward trend in the volume of
employment between now and
June 30, 1940."

No Justification

Even the ardently pro-Roose-
velt New York Post was
shocked into editorially char-
acterizing the Roosevelt propo-
sal in the following terms:

‘“How did the President
reach this figure of 2,000,000

as the correct nqmber of

'S. W. P. CALLS ANTI-WAR CONVENTION

In accordance with the powers and duties assigned to it
by the party constitution, the National Committee of the
Socialist Workers Party hereby issues this Call to the regular
national convention of the party, to be held in New York City,
July 1 to 5, 1939. The agenda proposed by the Committee,
together with regulations for the election of delegates, has
been sent to all party branches. The Committce furthermore
declares the time between now and the date of the convention
tp be a period of free discussion by tho party membership of
any and all issues, whether previously acted upon by the
party or newly proposed. Discussion articles submitted to
the national office will be promptly published either in the
public party press or in special internal bulletins.

During the past months, the crisis of world civilization
has deepened fo an intolerable sharpness, Every sphere of

human activity—economic, social, political, cultvral—trem-
bles to its foundations. Summing up and focussing every
conflict, there looms before mankind the immediate threat
of the new world war. The savage imperialist powers and
the brutal class that directs their destinies can find no other
means for prolonging their rule than by plunging men once
more and on an unprecedented scale into an international
slaughter-house.

This coming war, like the last, in spite of the lying dema.
gogy which tries to dress it up in moral ldeals, will be, from
the point of view of all the imperialist states, democratic
and fascist alike, nothing else than a gangster struggle for
resources, markets, colonies and possessions, for the chief
privileges in exploiting .and oppressing the great masses of

(Continued on Page 3)

W.P.A.
tained?
“On what is it based, other
than the hope expressed in the
message that ‘we are justified
in expecting an upward trend
in the volume of employment'?
“Why should the¢ President
expect an upward trend in the
volume of employment when
early a million families will
be reduced, If they fail to get
private jobs, to home relief
status or outright destitution?
How will the removal of these
customers from our economic
system produce ‘an upward
trend?’
_ The Post declared that ‘by
giving -a job to every Ameérican
able and willing to work,” we
‘““‘would be meeting the prob-
lem, not juggling numbers."’
President Confuses Issue

The President’'s message was
shrewdly timed. It was deliv-
ered on the eve of Hitler's
speech, Qbviously with the mo-
tive of having it get by with a
minimum of publicity at a time
when it would be soon over-
shadowed by reports and dis-
cussion of Hitler's speech.

Roosevelt also sought to cov-
er himself by joining his relief
cuts proposal with a denuncia-
tion of the various reactionary
proposals for réorganizing the
W.P.A. or shifting it to state
administrations—a deliberately
confusing juncture of unrelated
issues, for the question of re-
lief administration is to come
up separately from the ques-
tion of the amount of relief ap-
propriations.

Washington reporters noted
that the ringleaders of the re-
actionary proponents, Senator
Byrnes and Representative
Woodrum, as well as others,
found Roosevelt's slashes satis-
factory and were therefore free
to concentrate hereafter on
proposals for revamping. the
relief mechanism.

Stalinists Mum

The so-called W.P.A. '‘un-
ion,"" the Workers Alliance,
tied hand and foot to Roosevelt

jobs to be main-

by its Stalinist leadership, and

the Stalinist press, took the
proposed slashes without com-
ment.

But this latest brazen move
of the President will undoubt-
edly serve to clear the air. His
sham battle with the '*‘economy
bloc'' over the question wheth-
ey the cut in the present fiscal
yvear should have been the one
billion dollar cut initiated by
the President, or the one bil-
lion plus $150,000,000 proposed
by the reactionaries—the ‘‘bat-
tle'' ended with an amicable
agreement between the ‘‘New
Deal" and the reactionaries on
a compromise which left the
final cut at one billion plus
$50.000.000-—confused the issue
previously. Now the President
has openly gone Lo the head of
the forces seeking the maxi-
mum slashing of the relief
system. - ;

POISON DINNER

Investigation of a dinner
served at a welfare agency in
Seattle was ordered after one
man died and six others were
treated at hospitals. The
stricken men blamed home
Lreserved peas Ifor the food
poisoning. It's now got so that

\charity food not only tastes

like poison, but is!

Stalin's abandonment of at-
tacks on  German Iascidm
was further eloquent proof of
the fact that the flirtation be-
tween Berlin and Moscow is
by no means at an end.
Hitler concentrated his ora-
torical fire on the Western

powers and the United
States,

As  everybady, including
Roosevelt, expected, Hitler

turned  down Roosevelt’s
“peace” plea and reiterated
his intention to restore Ger-
many’s “place. in. the suw’. by
fighting for it, if necessary.

As his answer to Britain's
conscription  to its working
youth for the war slaughter,
Hitler abrogated the Anglo-
Ge_rman naval pact of 1935.
This pact was already a dead
letter as a result of Hitler's

extensive naval building dur-
ing the past two years.

Pressure on Poland

Heralding increased German
pressure on Poland, the Fuehr-
er at the same time denounced
the German-Polish non-aggres-
sion pact of 1934 and repeated
his demand for the return of
Danzig and a road across the
Polish corridor.

He served notice on Britain
that he would continue to seek
return of Germany’s colonies,
taken from her by the Allied
victors after the last war.

Matching Rooseveltian dema-
gogy with his own brand, Hit-
ler swore up and down in his
two and a half hour speech
that war was the last thing he
wanted, that he more than any-
one else in the world was solic-
itous for the people and desired
to spare them new slaughters.

Uses Versailles Treaty

As usual, he was able to but-
tress his arguments by throw-
ing the Versailles treaty into
the faces of his adversaries.
From the point of view of the
imperialist gangsters, of
course, he is here on solid
ground, for never was thers a
more monstrous plece of large
scale international piracy than
that embodied in the treaties
which the Allies forced on van-
quished Germany in 1919, Ger-
man imperialism, defeated in
one war, is now challenging its
imperialist rivals again and
the Western European politi-
cians® are belatedly learning
that at Versailles they gave
birth to a Frankenstein mon-
ster which now threatens to
prove their undoing.

Hitler could and did cite the
endless record of British,
French. and American rapaci-
Ly in their own campaigns
against defenseless colonial
and semi-colonial peoples, be-
fore and after the last Great
War.

Dog Eat Dog

Nothing more clearly than
this shows the dog-eat-dog na-
ture of the war crisis. The
Hitlers, the Roosevelts, Musso-
linis, Chamberlains and Dala-
diers are not talking about
“*democracy’ and ‘“‘human
rights’’ and ‘‘culture.” Speak-

(Continued on Page 3)
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In the
Uniona

THe stakes in the fight be-
tween the United Mine Workérs
pg America and the Appalachi-
an coal opérators are growihg
higher and more important ev-
€ry day, as the largé issues
confrofiting the American labor
movement project themselves
into the scene.

THis strike of 320,000 miners
who might be joined next week
by sanother 100,000 unionists
Has significance not merely be-
calse of the huge numbers in-
Volved—decisive as this itself
1Milght be—but also becausé of
the indispénsable naturé of the
coal Industry especially in war-
time, and because of the stra-
tégic role of the U.M.W.A. in
the entire C.I.O. movement.

Future prospects of the
C.1.0, depend considerably on

a victory or at least an avoi-
dance of serious defeut by the
U M.W.A. in its present strug-
gle.

Questions of the role of the
union movement in war-time,

the A.F. of L., and the inner re-
glme of the C.I.O. hinge on the
otitcome of thé coal strike.

Roosevelt's intervention in
the dispute is considered a mat-
t8r of days. How he usés his
powerful position and influehce
on the strike settlement will re-
Yeal much on what tréatment
labor can expect from his war
machine. How John L. Lewis
réacts to government interven-
tion should furnish a pretty
good gauge of Mr. Lewis's ac-
tions in the next war,.

The Main Issue

_ Main issue of the strike is
the UM.W.A. demand for a
closed shop. Already all eco-
nonilc demands have been
withdrawn by the C.I.O. nego-
tlators. Lewis has indicated his
willingniess to compromise still
further and insist only on 8
union shop and the removal of
the penalty clause for strikes
il violation of contract.

To understand the vital im-
portance of this issue one rust
remember that the A.F. of L.
is supporting wholeheartedly
the organizing campaign of its
recent affiliate, the Progres-
#ive Miners of America, a re-
ddtionary and dual union in the
coal mining fleld.

Excluston of this rival is nec-
essdary to prevent a bloody and
¢odtly internecine war with the
A.F. of L. in this field. Even
partial success by the A.F. of
L. would spur hopes in William
QGreen and the die-hard clique
that ruin of the C.1.O. is pos-
sible. The least the A.F. of L.
bureaucrats would galin is fur-
ther weakening of the C.I.O.
thereby making probable a
unity pact which would defi-
n f;r tend to be reactionary.

Bill Green’s Game

 Latest proposal of William
Green to the federal concilia-
tor in the coal strike shows
what a shrewd and demagogic
game le is playing to stab the
CI.0. in the back. Once a
member of thz UMW.A.
Gieen knows of rank and me
resentment within thé miners
ufifon over Lewis' dictatorial
control and unsavory record of
the 1920’s. Green was part of
that Lewis machine. Now he
proposes a national miners’
referendum to determine: col-
lective bargaining representa-
tives, hoping thus to capitalize
on the resentment,

Bést answer to the phoney
Green proposdl is introduction
of more democricy within the
U.M.W.A. Ohio miners, for ex-
ample, would take more kindly
to the Lezwis regime if district
officers were elected, not ap-
pointéd. It is the inner flaw
within the C.I.O. set-up which
the A.F. of L., even more guil-
ty, uses hypdcntlcally A bur-
eaticratic regime exislis in both
orgihnizations. Lewis has the
ddditiohal handicap of placing
the dlbdtross of Stalinism
dround the neck of the C.I.O.

Just as the interests of the
entire labor movenient are in-
juréd by the A.F. of L. attacks
on the Wagner Labor Disputes
Act; the invasion into the
U.M.W.A. territory threatens
to bring the possibility of a big-
gér open shop drive in major
industry.

Powerful utility, steel and
other industrial forces are
backing the coal operators and
insisting on an open shop drive,
The A. ». ot L. tight against
the C.I.0. in this industry can
only aid in those plans.
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TWO AND HALF
(ENTS A MEAL
NOT SUFFICIENT

: | Demonstrators Demand
War Funds Go to
Unemployed

(Continuéd from Page 1)
voiced in no uncertain terms
the determined protests of
their organization, the massed
hundreds on the stairways and
in the halls lustily sang ‘‘Soli-
darity,' and gave rousitig ren-
ditions of *‘Soup' and ‘‘We'll
Hang Old Pollack to a Sour
Apple Tree."

Since those outside the rodih
in which the City Commissioh
was meeting could hear noth-
ing of what went on inside, lo-
cal unemployéd leaders gave
lighting speechies fréin the top
of a flight of stairs.

First of Series

The demonstrators carried
:.igns and placards which réad,

“We Can't Live on 2'2 cents a
Meal!” “‘Bread Not Battle-
ships!” "' Five Billions for War,
2', cents a Meal for Us.” City
Manager Pollack was giveh

| special attention by the sign-

painters, and he gréw pale
when he saw the sign which
said, ““Two Job Pollack—Dou-
ble Pay—Double Cross'' and
“Pollack is G. M.'s Charlie
McCarthy, Only Pollack Ain’t
Funny !"

The demonstration, perfectly
planned and eékxecutéd, was theé
first of a séries of militant ac-
tions planned by thé newly or-
ganized U.A.W.-C.I1.O. Unem-
ployed and W.P.A. section.

That future demonstrations
will be necéssary was proved
by the fact that in spite of the
spirited showing of the demon-
strators, the City commission
threw down the gauntlet by en-
dorsing the hated policies of
City Mahdger Pollack.

March Through Streeéts

While the throng was massed
outside, several speakers out-
lined necessary future action,
and announced a meeting for
next week. After the crowd
sang more songs, the whole
group of several hundred
marched down the main street
of Flint, stopping all traffic,
panners held high, and singing
at the top of their voices until
they reached U.A.W.-C.I.O. of-
fices where they dispersed in
orderly fashion.

In a typical maneuver, the
Stalinist - dominated Workers
Alliance tried to steal the thun-
der of the demonstration, and
draw attention from it, by put-
ting a few pickets at plant em-
ployment offices earlier in the
day. The maneuver didn't
work, however, and attempts
at the demonstration itself by
Workers Alliance leaders fto
pretend to be the leaders of
the affair, were a dismal flop.

Such Workers Alliance mem-
bers as were present applauded
the vigorous militant speeches
of the U.A.W.-C.I.O. spokes-
men. The Workers Alliance in
Flint, never much of an organ-
ization, is doomed. All unem-
ployed and W.P.A. workers are
flocking into the U.A.W.-C.1.O.
section, in which they will be
supported by the organizéd
auto workers.

SEN. REYNOLDS ON
SPEAKING TOUR FOR
HIS FASCIST OUTFIT

(Special to the Soclalist Appeal)

NEWARK, N. J., April 18—
Senator Robert Reynolds, one
of the country’s leading con-
tenders for the future podst of
Fascist Dictator of the United
States, is scheduled to speak
here on April 22 as representa-
tive of the Vindicators, the fas-
cist organization sponsoréd By
him.

This speech is But one of a
series the Senator is now mak-
iig. OX April 21 he will address
a gathering of students from
Princeton, Harvard, and Yale
at Princeton. His complete itin-
erary will carry him - from
North Carolina to Massachu-
seftts.

At tHe Newark meeting he
will appear before the New Jer-
sey Union of the Junior Order
of United American Mechanics.
This organization is not a trade
union but a fraterhal order,
dating back to 1845 and includ-
ing more than a million mem-
bers.

It has a uniformed division,
conducts regular military
drills, and its officials bear mil-
itary titles. Its mémbership in-
cludes even governors.

Senator Reynolds is reported
to be very interested in the pos-
sibilities of this organization to
form a wider base for his fas-

‘I eist ambitions.

FLINT WORKEKS PROTEST W.P.A. SLASHES| gy ..

(\pulll 1o the Socialist Appeal)

LO5 ANGELES, Aptil 28.—
When their hdmes were threat-
ened by a pétilion presented to
the City Counecil which wotld
bar them from living in cer-
tain districts, Mexican work-
ers of Azusa, a small town near
here, turned for aid to the Los
Angeles Committee of thé
American Fund for Political
Prisoners and Refugess.

The Fund immediately form-
od a committee in conjunction
with the Mexican Sports Club
of Azusa, an organization of.
young Mexican workers, and
printed leaflets in English and
Spanish condemning the at-
tempt to establish racial re-
strictions as to the place of
residence and calling on the
Mexican workers to fight for
their rights.

, Counikil Retreats

When the City Courcil héard

the petition, the Fund sent at-

L. A. Mexicans Defeat
Local Jim Crew Move

torneys who demanded that the
Council rejecl thz petition. In
face of the militant protést and
the organized resistance, the
Council conceded that it had no
power to restrict- areas from
residence by Mexicahs.

A unanimous vote of thanks
was passed by the Mgxican
Sports Chib in appreciation for
the assistance given by the
American Fund.

The Los Angeles Committee |™

of the American Fund has or-
ganized'several affairs recent-
ly to colléct money for refugeés
from fascist countries. Among
these were-a concert and a bas-
ketball game.

In the basketball game the
C.I1.O.-All-Stars  battled the
Dura-Steel team of Local 1421,
United Electrical and Radio
and Machine Workers of Amer-
ica, who are the champions of
the C.I1.O. Southern California
Division.

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

LOS ANGELES, Calif., April
25.—In a sharp reply to Stalin-
ist attéripts to link Dave Price
and Rena Valé with the Social-
ist Workers Party, the Los An-
geles Branch of the S.W.P. has
issued a statement exposing the
activities of thesé two capital-
ist politicians ahd denouncing
the treacherous role which they
and the Communist Party are
playing in California.

Dave Price is a former mem-
ber of the Clarityite caucus in
the Socialist Party of Califor-
nia. He was a bitter enemy of
the left wing and took a lead-
ing role in destroying the So-
cialist Party of that staté by
illegally expelling the left wing
undér the guise of ‘‘Trotsky-
ism.”

Rena Vale is a former Stal-
inist who has gone over to the
right wing of the Democratic
Party lock, stock and barrel.

The statement of the Los An-
geles Branch of the S.W.P. is
as follows:

Neéver Were Trotskyists

The recent attempt of® the
Communist Party in California
to identify the Trotskyists with
the activities of Dave Price and
Rena Vale is just another link
in the chain of slander and
frame-up which have now be-
come the prevailing political
methods of STALINISM. We
emphatically state that neither
of these two individuals are or
ever were members of the So-
cialist Workérs Party or any
other Trotskyist organization.
We have never collaborated
with them in their present “po-
litical activities’' and condemn
their role just as vigorously as
we condemn the role of the
Communist Party. If the Com-
munist Part.y is working hand
and glove with the Olson politi-
cal machine, Dave Price and
Rena Vale have chosen the
miserable political ,path of act-
ing as informers for the anti-
Olsen capibalist. politicians. Nei-
ther of these roads can serve
the interests of the working
class; they are two sides of
the same counterfeit coin,

It is quite obvious that the
Stalinists Have been engaged in
desperdte efforts to integrate
thermselves into the  capitalist
political machine of Olson. The
Stalinist today lives and
breathes for odne purpose: to
Become accepted and acknowl-
edged by the boss politicians as
responsible, respectable, patri-
otic and devoted servants to
capitalist demdceracy. All the
power and influence they have
in the labor movement is di-
rected to this end.

It is refther our duty nor our
purpose to ‘‘expose’ the time,
pldce or ciré¢umstances of this
process to thé ciicles of capi-
talist politicians tho for one
reasbh’ or another are opposed
to accepting the services of
Stalinism.

The S.W.P. points out that
the present struggle in Cali-
fornia state politics between
two groups of capitalist politi-
cidns is charged with great
dangérs for California labor.
Behind the present attack on
the Olsen administration is the
desire of Big Blisiness to
launch a vicious attack on the
living standards of labor, on
unemployment relief, on the
labor unions. The Olsen ad-
ministration, in turn, cannot
and will not resist the pressure
of Big Business to whom in the
last analysis it owes its alle-
gxance Determined and or-
ganized political and economiic
pressure of the working class
can wrest certain concessions
from the Olsen administration
but to seéek an ‘‘ally’ for labor
in the Olsen machine is an illu-

Statement by S.W.P. Branch
On C. P. Role in California

sion which every new turn in
the situation will shatter.

The treachery of the Com-
munist Party consists in their
having tied whatever labor
unions they control to the tail
of the Olsen kite. They stifle
the independence of the labor
movement. They bitterly at-
tack any attempt on t.he part
of the labor movement to free
itself from the redctionary Hold |
of the old capitalist parties.
They block every attémpt to
achieve the independent polit-
ical organization of the work-
ing class by spreading the poi-
sonous illusioB that progress
lies in the ditrectioh of a har-
monious allizhcé with the ‘1éft
wing’’ of thé cn:}italist parties.
They attémpt to frame up
every militant worker who op-
poses tHis c¢ourse das an agent
of Hearst, the Associated Far-
mers afid the Employers Asso-
ciations. ) )

Labor cannot defend Iitself
from the presént offensive of
Big Business if it confines its
pomical activity to the strug-
gle bétween two sections of the
boss class. In the end this will
result in labor’s defeat. Olsen
and his political opponents will
uhite and make deals against
the working class, the poor
farmers and the pension move-
ment, the moment they sense
a lack of militancy, vigilance,
and independent political ac-
tion on the part of the labor
movement and its allies.

Out to Smash Labor

The present legal offensive
against the unions as evidenced
in such recent cases as the
Howard Automobile Agency,
Warehousemen Union, etc., is
only the preludé to organized
vigilanté and gangster attacks.
California capitalism is deter-
mined to win back every inch
they lest to labor in the strike
waves and union organization
drive. The banks and the big
farmers- are determined to
sthash any attempts to organ-
izé the quarter of a millioh
agricunural laborers in this
state. We must consider seri-
ous measures for a counter
campaign. Dependence oit Ol-
sen is a delusion that will de-
stroy the fighting power of la-
bor ranks.,

Great Opportunities

But if the situation presents
great dangers it also offers the
labor movement great oppor-
tunities. The last state election
saw the middle class in Cali-
fornia rally to the support of
labor in its struggle against the
anti-picketing ordinance. This
is a favorable sign of the great-
est importance. The impover-
ished middle class, the pauper-
ized aged, the small farmers,
the great mass of agricultural
iaborers, the unemployed, the
dispossessed youth, all will ral-
ly to the banner of the lahor
movement if it shows that it
means to fight for its own in-
terests and the interests of all
who are oppressed by the profit
barons. California labor, as
well as labor nationally, should
immediately take steps to or-
gahize a great convention of
its forces: A.F.L., C.I1.O., Rail-
road Brotherhoods. Indepen-

dent Unions, for the organiza-°

tion of an independent Labor

Party; a party that will unite |

politically the forces of the
working class; a party that
will challenge “the right of
America's Sixty Families to
plunge the mass of people into
unemployment and war.

The Socidlist Wotkers Party
is straihing every effort to
achieve this by advocating this
program within the labor
moverrient. We seek to con-
vince the rank and file of labor

chag this must be their road.

N. L. R.B. ACCUSES
GOODYEAR TIRE CO.

(Special 1o the Socialist Appeal)
AKRON, Ohio—The National

LabBor Relations Board issued
this week a complaint against
the Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Co. charging unfair labor prac-
tices, including the organiza-
tion of the company's notori-

ous ‘‘flying squadron' for
strike-breaking purposes. The
United Rubber Workers of

America has been pr’gssing for
action against the company for
over a year.

YPSL LEADS
SCHOOL BUDGET
(UT PROTEST

Stalinists Veto Picket s
Line of LaGuardia
City Hall

(Specinl to the Socialist Appe: ﬂ?

NEW YORK—In responsé to
the threat of curtailéd educa-
tional facilitie§ called f6r in the
educational budget ciit of the
LaGuardia admihistrition,
some 7,000 students massed
near City Hall on Thursday,
ApYil 27,

THe effectiveness of the dem-
onstration was weakened by
the tactics of the leadership of
\the demonstration—the Stalin-
ist Amierican Student Union.

At about 2:30 in the afternoon

there tvere thousands of stu-
dénts near City Hall. A group
of them began to move toward
the City Hall building where
the Board of Estimate was in
session considering the budget.
The thousands of students met
with opposition from . . . one
cop. But thie Stalinist leader-
ship, fearful of antagonizing
the LaGuardia administration
which they had helped elect,
quickly backed down and
moved away.

At this point members of the
Y.P.S.L. (4th International) be-
gan to shout for a pickst line.
The Stalinist leadership pro-
posed a meeting in Foley
Square which is four blocks
away from City Hall. They fig-
ured, no doubt, that this would
be a safe distance from City
Hall. When the Y.P.S.L. raiséd
the slogan of plcketmg City
Hall instead of moving to Foley
Square, several Stalinist hood-
lums tried to tear Y.P.S.L.
placards. The Y.P.S.L. ade-
quately defended itself.

Y.P.S.L. Opens Meeting

At Foley Square the Stalin-
ists tried to shout down
Y.P.S.L. militant slogans
against the cut by singing
‘‘Hold Tight.'" They then broke
the meeting up into several
smallér ones in ordér to dis-
perse their demonstration more
quickly.

The Y.P.S.L. then started a
meeting at which speakers con-
demned the education budget
cut, and the Stalinist A.S.U. for
not picketing City Hall. Irving
Panken of the Y.P.S.L. district
council and Irving Howe, asso-
ciate editor of the Challenge of
Youth, speaking for the
Y.P.S.L., called for a picket
line,

Some 100 students responided
the vigorous militant spéeches
and marched to City Hall
where the cops prevented them
irom picketing. The cops said
that the picketers could not
make any noise because the
Board of Estimate was meet-
ing, The Y.P.S.L. then picket-
ed at the outskirts of City Hall,
shouting ‘‘Sh. . .Sh, don’t tell
anyone, but the Board of Esti-
mate is cutting the educational
budget.' Then after some more
slogahs and picketing the line
was called off.

The contrast between the
bootlicking attitude of the
A.5.U. toward the LaGuardia
administration and the militant
fighting position of the Y.P.S.L.
was clearly seen by those stu-
dents really interested in fight-
ing for decent educational fac-
ilities.

LAYOFF DRIVE
(ONTINUES ON
N. Y. PROJECTS

Somervell Announces
New Cuts From
Job Rolls

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

NEW YORK CITY, April 27.
—While President Roosevelt
opens up the throttle to full
steam ahead and Cdngress

shovels in the dollars that are

sending the war machine
plunging down the tracks like
a locomotive gone wild and
headed straight for destruc-
tionh, the unemployed are being
fo¥ced to bear the full brunt of
the cost.

Lieutenant-Colonel Btehon B.
Somervell, local Works Prog-
1é5§ Administrator, announced
yestéerday that next week he
will lay off 13,740 workers in
New York. Of this number
11,740 will be taken from con-
struction projects and 2,000
from white-collar projects.
This will slash the W.P.A. rolls
in New York City down to 143,-
000.

Destitution and starvation
will thus be forced on addition-
al tens of thousands so that
Roosevelt and Congress can go
on burning money in the war
machine. The Welfare Depart-
ment reports that they have
been besieged with applications
from people in desperate need
as a restilt of the dismissal of
10,800 W.P.A. workers at the
beginning of April. Home Re-
lief officials estimate conserva-
tively that they can declare not
more than 12,500 of the relief
workers dropped in April and
May as eligible for city help,
but acceptance of this number
of cases, without considering
tens of thousards of other
needy families, would add
about $600,000 4 month to the
rélief budget, which is enough
to buy at least seven first-class
ﬁghting‘ planes.

At the end of this week the
W.P.A. will close three white
collar projects in New York
City—the analysis of electric
utility reports, sponsored by
thg, Federal Power Commis-
sion, and milk distribution and
clinical reports on home rellef
cases sponsored by the Health
Department.

The motto of the Roosevelt
Adniinistration seems to be:
In Order to Get More Funds
for Guns—Starve the Unem-
ployed, They're More Used to
It than Ahyone Else.

New York Bill Denies
Teachers Free Speech;
All Labor Is Menaced

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

ALBANY April 19— Legisla-
tion anticipating the military
d)ctatorshxp which _will be
clamped down upon the United
States when Roosevelt plunges
into the coming war has passed
the stage of ‘“‘consideration’’ by
capitalist politicians and is now
in process of being written
down on the statute books for
immediate use against progres-
sives.

Today the New York State
107 to 27 the ultra- reactionary
Devaney bill, which ostensibly
prohibits the eéniploymént by
the State or in the téaching sys-
tems of persons advocating the
overthrow of the Amencan
government.

In reality the bill is designed
to prohibit free speech and es-
pecially td prevent scéhool
teachers froi expldining any-
thing to their pupils But what is
dictated by the representatlves
of Wall Street sitting in the
state capitol 4t Albany.

The lihgudge of the Devaliey
bill apparehtly covers a much
wider scope than the notorious
McNabde bill which is now in
committeé. The McNabode bill
specifically strikes at ‘‘Com-
munisgs,’” whereas the Devan-
ey bill.proscribes advocdcy of
all "‘anti-American isms.” But
both bills are alike directe
against the forces of labor an
Progress.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GIRL WISHES ROOM in mod-
ern, quiet home or share
apartment. Brooklyn pre-
ferred. Write c/o Socialist
Appeal.

WASHINGTON

L. R. JAMES, author of
“Blick Jacobins” & *‘World
Revolution,' will speak on
“THE COMING WAR."
Wednesday, May 3, 8:15 p.m
918 U st., N.W. Auspices
New Workers School.

C.

| Get Your APPEAL

At the Néwsstand

4 | committee’s attorney, H. Ralph
qd Burton, who Has served as

TUESDAY, MAY 2, 1939

We regret the delay
of one day in issuing the 8-page

Notice:

May Day Appeal. This was
unavoidably due to the large
amotiht of extra work entailed
in its publication. We are sure
that our readers will have ex-
cused this delay after noticing
the excellence of tha May Day
issue,
. k%

“I consider it a pleasure and
a privilege to greet the Social-
ist Appeal and the Fourth In-
ternatioal both morally and
fmancxally on the first of
May."—A. Singman of Pine
Bush, New York.

We want to acknowledge re-
ceipt of the following May Day
Greetings which arrived too
late to be included in thé May

Day issu2:
(1) A. Singman of Pine
Bush, N. Y.

(2) The Los Angeles branch
of the S.W.P.
(3) The Berkeléy Y.P.S.L.
unit of California.
(4) A branch of thée Work-
men’s Circle'in Boston, Mass.
(5) Karl Liebknecht Unit,
Y.P.S.L., New York.
. * *

“I went into Lansdale, Pa.
last week to visit some old
friends and looked up some
former members of the old So-
cialist Party branch. One
whom I had never met before
looked over the 3 last issues of
the Appeal and pulled out $1.00
‘for a sub. The other subscrib-
er said that if I would have
asked Bim he woiild have sub-
sceribed long ago! I believe that
if we had enough people to go
out and sell the Appeal we
could double the circulation.

“When I first started to sell
the paper I had a number of

when I offered it to them for

nothing. Now they are reguldr
readers and like the paper!’—
Howard Stump, Appeal ageht
of Quakertown, Pa.
N
NEW APPEAL POSTER:

Talk about your latest sum-
mer creations from Paris! The
Appeal Poster Shop is now atl
work on its latest creation in
the form of an A-1 poster.
Comrade R. who is directing
the work tells us, ““It's the best
yvet!" From a preliminary
view of it we can agree.

This poster will be sent out
in guantity to all branches in
about one week’s time. Watch
for it and make good use of it!

£ - *

Subscriptions fell off sharply
this week. We hope that thHis
isn't an early sign of the sum-
mer slump! Here’s the record
for the week:

NEW YORK CITY..... 8
Californid .............. 8
Pennsylvania .......... 3
Ohio ..., 3
Maryland .............. 3
Massachusetts ......... 2
New York State........ 1
New Jersey ............ 1
North Dakota .......... 1

Totil .scosvunmmominia 30

The following branches in-
creased their bundle orders:

(1> Los Angeles is taking 25
more per issue for a total of
150. John Murphy, by the way,
is mMaking great stridés to-
wards wiping out completely
the old debt owed by L. A,

(2) The new Y.P.S.L. unit of
Madison, Wise., has jumped all
the way from 10 copies per is-
sue to 30 copies. D. Thorpe is
the new literature agent for

friends who refused to take it

the unit.

(Special to the Soclalist Appeal)

BOSTON, April 20—It took
only one member of thé Young
People's Socialist League
(Fourth International) to win
the entire crowd away from a
jingo American Student Union
meeting held here on the Com-
mon on April 20—the day of the
stiident strikes against war,

John Hamilton, an ex-YOr
er, and now the organizer of
the Boston Y.P.S.L, mounted
a peach basket only 50 feét
away from the large Stalinist
pro-war rally. The only one in
his audience was comrade Bes-
sie Schlossberg. The audience
and the speaker decided to
open the meeting with a song,
and they gang a duet of '‘Bank-
er and Boss'', a workers' song
of solidarity.

All eyes turned toward Ham-
ilton as he started to speak. In
a few minutes the major pot-
tion of the crowd that had been
listening to the pro-war speech-
es of the A.S.U. orators moved
over to the Y.P.S.L. meeting
to listen to Hamilton. The Stal-
inists became frantic. They
had gathered their crowd by
hiring busses and bringing
down all the studénts from
Harvard, Radcliffe, Wellésley,
Simmons Colleges tHat would
come to hear the speakers on
the Common, But this lone
young socialist, who kept tell-
ing the crowd how to fight war
by fighting capitalism, had won

'
A

Anti-War Speeches Win
CrowdfromA.S.U.Rally

the entire audience away from
the A.S.U. meeting in a few
minutes’ time.

Call the Cops

Finding themselves without
any listeners, the Stalinist lead-
ers, il trué rat-like fashion,
called the cops and demanded
that they silence Hamilton,
claiming that the Vipsel ora-
tor had no permit to 'speak.
But Hamilton was victor of the
day in every respect. He
whipped out his speakér’s per-
mit and in a loud and cléar
voice harangued against the
war motigers for the next thir-
ty-five minutes.

By that time the main speak-
ers had arrived. Hamilton in-
troduced John Poulos,- C.I.O.
orgarizer of Lynn, who contin-
ued telling how war could be
averted by a relentless strug-
gle against the war makers—
the capitalist class. Poulos was
followed by George Mathews,
organizer of the Harvard So-
cialist League (Fourth Inter-
national) who rushed from dan
anti-war meeting on the Har-
vard campus to speak on the
Common.

In the meantime, the A.S.U,
realizéed that tHe Y.P.S.L.
speakers were too miuch com-
petition for them, and they
closed the meeting early. ‘The
crowd remained to hear the
SOcialist speakers until the
Y.P.S.L. closed the meeting
many hours later.

NEW YORK CITY, April 26.
—Agénts of the Congressional
Commiittée investigating the
W.P.A. attéempted to violate
the law. it was learhéd last
night, in théir efforts to un:
caver "reds’ among the work-
ers employed on the Federal
Arts Projects in this city.

Art,er distributing copies of 4
quéstionnaire among 100 per-
sohs employed at the project,
demanding atnong other ques-
tions, the uhion and political
affiliatiohs of the workers, thé

counsel for the ultra-reaction-
4ry Daugliters of the American
Revolution and other wealthy
patriotic groups, tried to order
the W.P.A. project to mimeo-
graph his questionnaire and
disiribute it to the workers.
According to Congressional
act it is specifically forbidden
to the W.P.A. to distribute oy
prepare any inquiry into the
political or organizational affili-
ations of its workers. The law
forbids discrimination against
relief workers hecause of race,
religion, politics, or union
membership.

The sixteenth and last ques-

Congressional Investigators
Launch W.P.A. "Red’ Hunt

(Spécial to the Socialist Appeal)

tion, society or union? Name
all. State amount of dues paid.
State how often meetings are
held. State who solicited you
for membership.”’ )

Other questions attempted to
discover the past professional
background of the workers, to
make a comparison of their
present W.P.A. compensation
with the sums they earned in
private’employment, and to de-
termine their birthplace and
cilizenship status.

The Red Herring

One of the major efforts of
the present ‘“‘investigation' of
W.P.A. and relief by the House
committee headed by the no-
torious Representative Wood-
rum who is a bitter opponent
of any and all relief appropri-
ations, is to prove that recipi-
ents of relief are ‘“‘reds’ and
should therefore be thrown in-
to the streets to starve,

A “red” in the eyes of Con-
gressman Woodrum is anyone
who does not salute the Amer-
ican flag three times a day,
doesn’t want to go to war to
fight for capitalist profits, be-
longs to a union, or makes less
than a Congressman’s salary,

tion of Mr. Burton's question-

naire read: ‘“Are you a mem-
ber of any alliance, assocla-l

Join the Socialist
Workers Party
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By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

World’s Fair Tale

You Have probably seén photographs in the
papérs of the Soviet pavilion at the New York
World's Fair: a towering monstrosity, stream-
lined up to an enormous statue of & man in
overalls holding aloft, in a Statue-of- Liberty
attitude, a large star. The architect is Boris
Yofan, most renowned of present-day Soviét
afchitects, who did a similar job for the Paris
Exposition, substituting for the mah in over-
alls a pair of muscular young peoplé ih shorts.

Yofan also did the Palace of the Soviets ih
Moscow;, whose colonnaded tiers rise up iike
a huge wedding cake to form a pbd’estal for
a gigihtic statue of Leénin. That thére is
sométhing esthétically grotesque in a Buildihg
serving as the pedestdl of a statue—and what
statues !—this bit of grammar school architec-
tural lore has yet to penetrate the Russian
steppes.

At any rate, there is quite a story connedted
with Yofan's latest monstrosity. It seems—
according to some one who shduld krow—
that many months ago a pair of Soviet archi-
tects arrived in this country with a plan for
a Soviet building at the Fair. This was sub-
mitted to the Fair's architéctural board,
which, as is the routine, criticiséd it and sug-
gested ¢ertain changes so as to bring it in
harmony with the surrournding buildings. The
architects went back to Moscow, ahd no more
has been heard over here of either of them.

This winter Yofan and an associate, K. S.
Alabian, arrived in New York and presented
an entirely different plan. On examining this
one, the Fair's architectural board found that
its groutid plan was some fifty feet bigger
than the space allotted to the building and,
furthérmore, that its central tower, bearing
thé workman- and- star, was one hundred and
eighty féét high, which was just one hundred
féet higher than the tob limit which had been
set for all governmental buildings at the Faijr.
THe Board was, therefore, about to return the
plans with a requést for drastic revisions
when & wire camé from the Staté Department
in Washibgton

Its general gist was thdt the two prévious
architects had Been*lighidated because their
plan had been criticised, and that it would bé
much appreciated if the Yofan-Alabian plans
could be approved By thé board without any
major changes. So the board, being kindly
fellows, let the tower stand—It is the second
highest structure at the Fair, being eclipsed
only by the Trylon itself—and, to give room
for the extra fifty feet of grounid spage, moved
over thtee adjoining buildings, one of them
being, incidentally, the Japanese pavilion.
Yofan returned in triumph to Moscow, where
he was fittingly honored. And just before he
sailed,' He gdave to the préss an interview in
which he made a numbex of contemptuous re-

marks about the bourgeois architécts of the
United States.

Footnote on the Romanovs

‘‘More than 600 volumes of early nineteenth
century fiction which came from the Imperial
Library at Tsarskoe-Selo have been purchased
by the University Library. . . The books
came from that section of the private library
of Nicholas II which was housed in the Alex-
ander Palace. There they must have re-
mained on the shelves, undisturbed by the
curiosity of the Emancipator or of his de-
scendants. Otherwise, it is hard to account
for their amazing]y fresh condition, the com-
pleteneqs of the sets and the fact that many
of them are found in the original paper covers
just as they were issued.’”” From The Prince-
ton Alumni Weekly, April 15, 1938.

More Afterthoughts

In my role of unofficial critic and reviewer
of S.W.P. dénionstrations. I found myself the
other night on the campus of the City Collége
of New York, taking in the Yipsels’ anti-war
strike. The meeting was held outside one of
the college buildings, and attracted perhaps
two hundred people. The Stalinized American
Students Union, which for good redasons the
college authorities ‘‘recognize’ as fthe officidl
anti-war student group, held its méeting at
the same time, in the Great Hall of the col-
lege, Wwith Joseph P. Lash and Heywoou Broun
as the chief speakers. I poked my nose into
the Great Hall long enough to estimate the
attendance there at about 1,000. The contrast
between these figures is sad, but it reflects
no: discredit on the Yipsels. They had plenty
of banners, red flare lights, and slogans chant-
€d in unison, as well as some excellent speak-
ers. The smallness of the crowd they drew
simply reflects the great strides the war spirit
has made on our campuses.

There is, however, one criticisth I would
like to make. In the éarly part of the meeting,
4 number of Stalinists stood oh the fringes of
the crowd and shouted appeals to passing
students to go to their meeting. These cries
were so loud as to make it hard to hear the
spéakers. Finally, a few stalwart comrades
présented themselves before the disrupters
and, without having to actually use force,
were able to convince them their place was
elsewhere. After that, the meeting went on
peacefully. I should say that this should have
been done much sooner, and that only such a
show of force—however much the danger of
breaking up the meeting entirely—will silence
such disturbers. I say this realizing quite
well, of course, that force—or even the threat
of it—is & two-edged weapon at radical meet-

ings.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

OUT OF THE PAST
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-By EMANUEL GARRETT

“  centises . S 3 i

AUGUST SPIES*
(Dée. 10, 1855—Hanged, Nov. 11, 1887)

“Barbarians, savages, illiterate, igdorant
Anarchists from Central Europe, men who
cannot comprehend the spirit of our {free
American institutions''—of these August Spies,
was proud to acknowledge himself one.

To his prosecutors and defamers Spies ad-
mitted his ‘‘ristake’’—he had chosen his pldace
of birth unwisely. Born in Landeck, Germany
(hence, a ‘‘foreigner') he did not emigrate
to the United States until aftér his fatheyr's
dedth, when he was already 17 years old. That
disqualified him, said patriots, from advocat-
ing human liberty.

The Spies family was not exactly a wealthy
one, but it lived in comfortable circumstances:
His father, a foréster, was able to provide his
sons with private lutors, and other luxuries
denied the usual working man. Thus it was
that Spies had no contact with the proletariat,
that is with the rhisery that is the proleariat’s,
until after he had arrived in America.

A Worker Among Workers

Settling at first in New York, he learned the
furniture business. Within a year he moved to
Chicago where, working in a factory he be-
came fully conscious of the shocking condi-
tions under which men lived and worked.
Work, he discovered, was a privilege meted
out by idlers to those whom it wished to eln-
ploy when profits were to be gained.

In 1875 a friend invited him to attend a lec-
ture on Socialism given by the Workingmen'’s
Party of Ilinois. Of a sudden he realizéd that
lere was the answer to the questiobs he had
béen asking. Studying what socialist literature
was available, he became a convinced social-
ist and joined the Socialistic Labor Party in
1877. At the sanie time he joined the *‘Lehr
and Wehr Verein'', an armed body of 1,500
well-drilled workers orgamzed in reaction to
thée many vicious assaults on workers by po-
lice and militia-men durlng that year. The
patricians, themselves protected by their
armed state services, placed a ban on the
bearing of arms, and the Verein was dis-
banded.

Several times Spies ran for office on the
socialist ticket. But like a good many of his
comrades at the time who became disillu-
sioned wit.h the uses of the ballot box, the kéy
to which’lay in the bosses’ pocket, he turned
against political action completely, adherihg
to the anarchist wing of the workers’ move-
ment. Thus, failing to nnderstand the limited,
yet important, value of the ballot box in work-
ing class agitation, he gave up that field of
action completely after a few sorry experi-
ences and thereby cut himself off from a vital
means of propaganda.

The S.L.P. began in 1880 the publication of
the “Arbeiter Zeitung’' as a daily. Spiés be-
gan with the “Zeitung’ as business manager
and then became editor, working interminable
hours each day, until his arrest on May 5, 1886.

Active in buildihg revolutionary workers’
clubs in Chicago, a leading agitator for thé

+ Written in collaboration with Sam Portnoy,

eight-hour day like his fellow martyr, Albert
Parsons, Spiés was a popular figure among
worker militants. His brilliant oratory endear-
ed him to thousands upon thousands of work-
ers. As a speaker he was known in virtually
every industrial city in the country. Travelling
around, he joined in many battles of the work-
ers exposing their plight, publicizing their
struggles.

Spies was present when on May 3, 1886 the
Pinkertons and the police swooped down on
the strikers at the McCormick Reaper plant
who were ‘‘éducating’ the scabs in their own
way, Many strikers fell under the Pinkerton
and police gunfire! Spiés left for his news-
paper office immediately. Here he wrote a
proclamation to the workingmen of Chicago.
One of the type-setters added the slogan ‘‘Re-
venge"' which Spies later had remoyed,
though it has come to be known as the *‘Re-
venge Circular.” A call for a protest meeting
in Haymarket Square was published in his
paper.

Spies arrived late at the meeting, as a Ger-
man speaker he had expected to speak last.
The meéeting having not yet been opened he
called it to order in a smaller location, Par-
sons, Fielden and others spoke, Detectives
ordered the meetlng stopped. The speakers re-
fusd. A bomb was thrown. Police were in-
jured and eight men were arrested. The great
Haymarket Case had begun,

Spies along with others of his comrades
wds séntenced to be hanged. When sentence
was pronounced the court asked him if he
had anything to say. He spoke for two hours.
“In addressing thxs court I speak as the rep-
resentative of one class to the representatives
of another. . . . ‘My defense is your accusa-
tion, the causes of my alleged crime your
history.” ™’

While in jail, waiting for sentence to be
executed, Spies was visited by a young woman
who had come to the trial to see ‘‘beasts’’ and
saw instead men who were sacrificing their
lives for humanity. She thereafter devoted all
her efforts to the freeing of the men. Her
friendship with Spies having grown she be-
came his wife so that there would be less
obstacles put before her in her work for the
Haymarket Martyrs. The bourgeois press
seethed with fury and slime. She had mar-
ried, not a fat, old money-bag, but a fighter
in freedom’s cause.

A Voice Pierces the Silence

As the day of execution approached and the
appeals for pardon were ignored, Spies was
prevailed upon, together with two other de-
fendants, to submit a petition for clemency.
But he soon repudiated the petition of which
he was ashamed in a letter in which he pro-
posed that he be hanged and the others freed.
The others were not freed. Two were sent to
jail; five to the gallows; one had committed
suicide.

The hangman placed the black hood over
Spies' head. In_that silent moment hefore the
rope was cut, Spies’ piercing voice shattered
the silence: ‘“‘There will come a time when
our . silence will be more powerful than the
voices, you strangle today.”
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FDR SIGNS HUGE
PLANES BILL,
ASKS FOR MORE

Generals Spend Fifty
Millions for War
Machines

(Speelal to the Soecialist Appeal)

WASHINGTON, April 26—
—Within an hour after Presi-
dent Roosevelt signed into law
today the $549,000,000 War De-
partment appropriation bill,
Jie War Department shovelled
out $50,000,000 of it in one sin-
gle record-bredaking order for
571 bombing, pursuit, inter-
ceptor, and photographic war
planes.

This purchase is but the first
step in a landslide of orders
which will présently be forth-
coming, according to Louls
Johnsont, Assistant Secretary
of War, to treble the army's
afr strength by increasing it
to more than 6,000 planes.

The order calls for planes of
the latest super-désigns, kill-
ing planes bhuilt to travel 400
miles an hour, to destroy
planes of other capitalist ban-

dits at wvast distances, and
carry enormous loads of
hombs.

More Fuiids for Navy

Still another development in
Roosévelt's war preparations
was a request from the Prési-
dent that Congress appropriate
$31.621,000 to begin the immeé-
diate construction of a chain
of naval bases in the Pacific,
Alaska, Puerto Rico and con-
tinental United States.

The largest appropridtion
for war since the demobiliza-
tion of the American Expedi-
tionary Force, $549,000,000 was
rushed to completion in record
haste following its passage by
Congress only yesterday. Gen-
erally a few days elapse be-
tween the passdge of a bill and
its signing by the President.

Congressmeén who have been
vosing as ‘‘economy-minded’’
in their drive tosslash funds
for the relief of the unemployed
were gleeful at the swiftness
with which they were able to
dump more than half a billion
dollars in one bill into Roose-
velt's war machine.

Reorganizing Army

As a further war measure,
Secretary of War Woodring,
announced that he will ask
Congress within the next few
days for authorization to ‘trim
the deadwood out of the officer
corps of the United States
army. He wishes immediately
to subject 7,890 officers of the
army to rigid examinations
that would eliminate most of
them in favor of younger, more
vigorous blood.

BENDIX CO. COUPON
CLIPPERS GET ALONG

Stockholders of the Bendix
Aviation corporation were in-
formed a few days ago that
the net profit for the first quar-
ter of the year will total $1,000,-
000.

The improvement in profits,
said Vincent Bendix, president,
came from a ‘‘combination of
favorable factors,' largely the
result of the ‘‘national defense
program’ which “will tax to
the limit the increased capacity
of our aircraft divisions during
the last half of the year."

Mr. Bendix did nét announce
an increase in wages to go with
the increase in dividends.

W ants Share of Spoils;
Omits Mention of USSR

(Continued from Page 1)
ing in the name of the differ-
ent groups of capitalists whom
they represent, they are talk-
ing about markets, colonies,
profits. and super-profits, for
which they are all ready to
fight to the last drop of blood
of the workeérs of all countries.

That is why this threatening
war has nothing in common
with the interests of the work-
ers of any land. It is nothing
but the culmination on a vast
international scale of the vile
greed that motivates the bosses
whose sole aim is to rob each
othér where and how théy can
while jointly Keeping the work-
érs ground down to a minimum
s{a'ndard of living and lower
still.

Roosevelt’s Motive

Roosevelt made his ‘“‘peace”
plea not because He really ex-
pected Hitler to take him up
but because he wanted to
““make the record’ and able to

say later on to the American
workers that he had done ‘‘ev-
erything possible’ to maintain
peace In his reply Hitler sang
the same tune, only from the
opposite side of the fence. He
too claimied to be an apostle
of peace. He too averred that
he hated war. Meanwhile he
made plain that war was com-
ing anyway.

Nevertheless, while speaking
in his usual bellicose terms,

.| the Fuehrer left the door wide.

open to any deal that he might’
be able to extract from his
badly-frightened rivals. He of-
fered new promises, new pledg-
es, of various kinds, and said
that if Germany’s demands
were satisfied he was willing
to talk things over.

Passing the Buck

In this way he has succeeded
in throwing the ball back to
his adversaries and placing
upon them the onus of either
offering Hitler a deal or push-
ing ahead for immediate war.

It was obvious, in any case,
that Danzig is the next item
on the agenda. The British
and French are trying to get
Poland to agree to give up
Danzig without a struggle in
order to avoid havihg the war
issue forced over the question
of returning to the Reich a city

that is not only overwhelming- |

ly Germian but which is al-
ready under Nazi control,
Whether the Poles will give in
remains to be seen in the im-
mediate future,

Meanwhile the British diplo-
matic offensive to form an en-
circling bloc of powers made
little headway against the
counter-offensive of the Rome-

Bérlin axis. Despite inspired
reports to the contrary, the
role of Russia in this set-up re-
mained as unclear as ever.
Maisky “Explains”
Passing through Copenhagen
on his way back to London,
Sdviet Ambassador Ivan Mals-
ky said Moscow's position was
“perfectly clear.”” This meant,
he added, that in case of ag-
gression, the Soviet Union
would ‘‘come to the aid of
Europé,”” Eurdpe at present
being divided into two camps
getting ready for war, the ain-
bassador’'s statement really
came as something of a new
record in ambiguity. Rumania,
on its part, was still agonizing-
ly uncertdain about which bed to
jump into, and Turkey still
stood cautiously on the outside,
waitihg to see what Russia

would do.
In Greatl Britain the conscrip-
tion measure was rushed

through a compliant House of
Commons. The Chamberlain
government addresséd itself to
the task of flicking over the
feéble “opposition’” to. the
measure registered by the of-
ficial Labor Party and trades
union leadership. This did not
involve preparations for crush-
ing strikes, for the labor bu-
reaucrats have no intention of
really waging any militant
struggle against the attempt to
yoke the British workers to the
wayr mdchire.
Cabinet Re-Shiffle

No, it merely meant plans to
re-shuffle the cabinet to make
its personnel a little more per-
sonally pledsing to the Labor-
ites—who, after all, have been
louder than any during the past
year, in demanding an aggres-
sive war policy.

The other means being used
to make conscription palatable
is a promise later on to limit
war profits and prevent profi-
teering—although as Chambet-
lain himself admitted in Com-
mons, the government has
been finding it extremely dif-
ficult to do this, and anyway,
does not wish to discourage
the munitions makers!

Hitler Swaps Demagogy with Roosevelt

MARIE RUBENS

L.N.P.L. Convéntitn
Surprised by Stand
For Workeérs Politics
_(Special to the Socialist Apbaal)
BOSTON, Mass.—Over 230
Qé}éz_at;s claiming to represéfit
85,000 workers recently met at
thé second annual convention
of this stafe’'s Labor’s Non-
Partisan League. A definite
sentiment for independent
g':las?s politics emerged, but got
little encouragement.

Many large unions seit only
obsérvers to the convention be-
causeé disgust with the Leagueé
policy of playing ball with the
notoriously reactionary Demo-
cratic machine in this state
8till prevailed samong many
unionists.

Ell P. Oliver, national execu-
tive vice president of the
League, mentioned the possi-
bility that i the Deémocratic
Party did not nominate s
‘“friend of labor'' the L.N. P.L.
would run an indepéndefit can-
didate. The storm of applause
that greeted this hint of inde-
pendent class politics greatly

surprised Oliver.

0“*
C.‘

If You Can’t Make It
By Hitchhiking

Charter a Plane

James Roosevelt, son of
President Franklin D., received
an invitation while vacationing
in London to dine with King
George and Queen Elizabeth.
But he delayed departing for
the appointment until it was
too late to go by regular trans-
portation. ‘

This, however, did not daunt
James, in whose veins flows
the resourceful blood of the
Roosevelts. He chartered a
private plane and flew to
indsor. .

It cost him approximately
$315 for transportation alone to
fulfill his engagement with the
royal George and Lowzie—bub
after all he arrived in time for
the eats and that's just as im-
portant to the Blue-blooded
Roosevelt clan as taking un-
other slash at the reief funds

of the unemployed.

CIETY |

\lOI‘

T:red of No Job?
You Can Always
Hang Yourself

When dawn came over the
Bronx, New York, the otheyr
morning, the body of David
Manaker, twenty-séven years
old, was discovered swinging
by the neck from the branch
of a tree in Crotona Park be-
twéen Crotona Avenue and Fal-
ton Street.

Police arrived in respouse to
calls and cut the body down.

After searching his pockets
and discoveripg a card of the
Bronx Eye and Ear Hos;;i(al
and a card issued by the Na-
tional Shpe Woxkels Union,
police finhlly got down to the
bottom of his worldly posses-
sions—a single five cen! piece
ahd . . . a social security card.

Police decided that Apparent-
ly Manaker was without work
and hdd no home. They called
it a case of suicide and sent

the body to the morgue.

S. W. P. CALLS ANTI.WAR CONVENTION |

mankind. The interests and

war and the war-makers.

tive. If the imperialists have

and freedom.

(Contlnued from Page 1)

needs of the masses, of the

workers and poor farniers and coldnial péoples, lie and lie
only in unremitting struggle within every nation against the

The war presents mankind with an irrevocable alterna-

their way, if they fight their

war unchecked by their respective pedples then, no matter
which coalition emerges victorious, tens of millions will be
killed, many more millions wounded,
destroyed, cities and countrysides devastated beyonhd repair,
a totalitarian tyranny fastened on the backs of every nation,
and men throughout the world will face the prospect of a re-
turn for decades and even centuries to a literal and hideous
barbarism. One perspective and only one offers a way out of
this terrible prospect: If the workers and the masses of the
people everywhere unite in opposition to the war of the irn-
perialists against mankind, transform their war into a world-
wide war of the oppressed against the oppressors, smash the
whole rotted system of imperialism and build from its ruins
a triumphant new socialist world of peace and abundance

iicaleculable wealth

In the face of the new war, the peoples, who will bear
the awful burden of the war, find themselves divided by the
traitors within their own ranks. In advance of the war, the

partiés of the Second International agiin act within the work-

ing class as the agents of the
tries, and summon the people
fields.

lmh’_eri?allsts of their own coui-
to die on the imperialist battle-

The Third Internatiohial, foundéd in the struggle against
the last war, has completed its degeneration. It Is the rankest
and most polsornious chauvinist force to be found in the world

today.

Nevertheless, unlike 1914,

when the betrayal of the Sec-

ond International came as an unanticipated shock with no
organized preparation against it, today the front line of the
fighters against the war is already formed. The most con-

scious and determined of the

workers struggling against the

world war have joined ranks in the Fourth International, and
on a world scale march forward with all the strength of.an

unimpeachable revolutionary
that will never be lowered.

program and a shining banner

The war crisis dominates and determines every other
issue. The Socialist Workers Party, American section of the
Fourth International, calls this convention as the ANTI-WAR
CONVENTION and sets as its task the clarification and con-
solidation of its ranks for the supreme task now facing the
workers of the United States and the world: the struggle
against the war and the war-makers.

National Cothmittee
Sacialist Workers Party

DEFENSE AVOIDS

WITNESS STAND
IN RUBENS CASE

Fear Exposing G.P.U.
Connections at N.Y.
Passport Trial

By NAT LEVINE

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
NEW YORK — Immediately
after the government rested its
case on Friday, April 28, in the
conspiracy ftrial involving the
issuance of forged passports to
eighteen men and women,
among them the Moscow im-
prisoned Robinson-Rubens cou-
ple, counsel for the defense an-
nounced to the press that it
would not place the defendants
Ossip Garber, Edward Blatt
and Aaron Sharfin on the wit-
ness stand.

This procedure is tantamount
to throwing in the sponge.
From the opening date of this
case, the defendanfs would not
pledad guilty sirice a formal ad-
mission of guilt would, in ef-
fect, have meant to concede
the machinations of. the G.P.U.
in this country. Furthermore,
in order at this late date to
prevent any possible slip up
which might reveal a connec-
tion with the Soviet Secret Po-
lice, the defendants are being
withheld from taking the wit-
ness stand in their own behalf.
The last recourse in the strate-
gy of suppressing the relations
of the threer men with the
G.P.U. has been to put up a
formal defense against the
charge of criminal conspiracy.
Loy W. Henderson, one-time
Secretary of the American Em-
bassy at Moscow who saw Mrs.
Rubens in her Lubianka cell
zarly in 1936, added nothlug to
throw light on her arrest by
the Soviet police.

Loy W. Henderson, attache
to the American Embassy in
Moscow, interviewed Mrs. Rub-
ens in her Lubianka cell early
in 1938. During the interview
with Henderson, Mrs. Rubens
refused the proferred interven-
tion of Embassy officials on
her behalf and would say noth-
ing to throw light on her arrest.
Helped the G.P.U.

Her refusal to accept the in-
tervention of Embassy officials
indicated that she was cooper-
ating with the G.P.U. in its ef-
forts to hang the Trotskyist la-
bel on herself and her husband,
after which they would be link-
ed to German-Japanese spies.
Since the Henderson inter-
view, a number of illuminating
facts have come‘to light estab-
Jishing that at every point in
their American operations, the
Rubens enjoyed the active col-
laboration of American Stalin-
ists. As every day goes by, new
facts come to light.

Most recent of these is that
David Mankoff, for many years
an associate of the defendant
Edward Blatt, was or is a
member of the Young Com-
munist League whose activities
have ranged from that of an
organizer for the Stalinist-con-
trolled International Labor De-
fense to a recruiter of Amer-
ican volunteers for the Stalin-
ist-sponsored Abraham Lincoln
Brigade.

Also of recent note is thaf
Max Schulman was recently a
proofreader for the Daily
Worker. The name Max Schul-
man appears in the indictment
as one to whom a passporc was
issued on October 10, 1935.

Prosecutor Ignores C.P. Tie-up

It was generally conceded
among close observers of the
trial that when Henderson
took the stand, he would main-
tain complete silence concern-
ing the obvious Stalinist tie-up
of the ring. At no time has it
been out of the realm of possi-
bility that Henderson has a
knowledge of the G.P.U. hand
in the affair. If Henderson re-
fused to air this tie-up, it can
only mean that he is observing
strict instrucions from the State
Deparment to remain silent.

In this connection, it has
been previously observed that
the State Department is not
averse to allowing the G.P.U.
to strike at the American revo-
lutionary movement. This.
friendliness of the government
towards the G.P.U. is based on
the effort to bring the Soviet
Union into the Anglo-French
and American ‘‘Stop-Hitler’’
Alliance. The prosecution and
the State Department are lean-
ing backward in order not to
offend a future parthér in the
war for ‘“‘democracy."”
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent wage for every worker.

2. Open ihe idle factories—operate them under
workers’ control.

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works
and housing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage—
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on
all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disabllity
pension,

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

7. All war funds to the unemployed.

8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.

11. Workers Defense Guards against yigilanie

and Fascist attacks

Not Fit to Print

When Hoover's ex-Secretary of State lets
out a yawp for war, or Wilson's chairman of
the War Industries Board moves to get the
sanie job again under Roosevelt, the Senate IFor-
eign Relations Committee sets the stage properly
and the newspapers blare the stufi out in head-
lines and reams of ‘newsprint.

But when the Railway Labor Executives As-
sociation, constituted by the 21 principal rail-
road labor unions and representing over one
willion workers, sends J. G. Luhrsen, executive
secretary-treasurer of the association, to inform
the Foreign Relations Conmmittee that these
unions stand firm for a popular referendum
whereby the people shall liave the right to vote
before the United States can take part in a war
—that’s not news. The senatorial committee
does NOT set the stage for the unions’ state-
ment, and the newspapers practically ignore it.

All the news that's fit to print—with the
bosses and their political agents deciding
what's fit.

A Berlin I.N.S. news item states that if war
does not come this month, it may be delayed until
June, since Hitler considers May his unlucky
month. Lots of persons poo poo the idea of the
science of astrology yet firmly believe that only
the bourgeoisie know how to govern the world.
This is in the face of the fact that the bourgeoisie
can’t govern without making life a hell for the
majority of us.

Dictatorship in Bolivia

Bolivia is one of the “democratic” South
American “republics” that Roosevelt wants to
bring into a union of great American “democ-
racies” in order to ward off the oncoming attack
of the fascist countries. We should rather say
that Bolivia zeas one of those chosen countries.

For now Bolivia has gone back on our Presi-
dent. She refused to continue pretending that
she is a “democracy™ and Colonel German Busch
has openly declared a totalitarian regime. The
Bolivian Legation in Washington, fearful of the
adverse effect the proclamation of a dictatorship
would have upon American public opinion, has-
tened to deny that the word ‘totalitarian’ is ap-
plicable to the new Bolivian regime.

But what is a regime which openly prohibits
opposition political parties, forbids trade unions
to exist and destroys all forms of civil liberties?
Call it by any name you please and it still re-
mains a vicious fascist dictatorship.

What will our crusading democratic Presi-
dent do? Will he call upon the remaining “de-
mocracies” of the Western Hemisphere to os-
tracize Bolivia? Will he threaten Bolivia with
sanctions unless the democratic regime is rein-
stated? We are certain that he will do nothing
pf the kind. I'or the simple reason that regard-
less of the nature of its regim€, Bolivia remains
a place where American capitalists can sell their
products and invest their capital. The President
will shut his eyes a little tighter and continue to
prate about the American “democracies.”

The rulers of Bolivia, not being competitors
of United States capitalists are permitted to do
anything they please to the Bolivian workers and
peasants. Roosevelt or Ickes will make no
squawk about Colonel Busch and his array of
gangsters now crushing the life out of the Bo-
livian people. )

Let those who believe that Roosevelt is sin-

cerely interested in protecting democracy in the
Western Hemisphere rise to explain. What hap-
pened in Bolivia and President Roosevelt's sil-
ence furnishes more evidence that we are abso-
lutely right in insisting that this business of de-
fending democracy in the Western Hemisphere
is nothing but a fraud. It means only defending
the right of the capitalists of this country to ex-
ploit the Latin American peoples.

When Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt showed some
women friends through the White House, she
pointed to the absence of all small decorations.
“We put away all the small things,’”’ the First
Lady explained, because ‘‘we discbvered visitors—
sometimes even high-ranking diplomats, are not
above pocketing a Ming vase as a souvenir.' Well,
these diplomats didn’t get where they are by pick-
ing on such small stuff as Ming vases. They lift
those to keep in practice.

Roosevelt Provides

I1f a pious speech could be served on a platter
and eaten like a roast pig with an apple in its
mouth, the children of the United States could
expect to become rosy-che¢ked and robust by
just feasting on the speech that was served up
by President Roosevelt last Wednesday.

For if ever there was a speech that dripped
with pious gravy, it was the one Roosevelt read
at the opening session of the fourth White
House Conference on Children in a Democracy.

Unfortunately not even the discovery of vita-
mins or the Fireside Chat has niade a speech
edible, and if any of the children of the United
States were hungry before Roosevelt started
reading into the microphone, they were just as
hungry when he finished and can be sure that
they will remain just as hungry until they die,
if Roosevelt determines their future.

Democracy is dependent upon children and
they are dependent upon democracy, Roosevelt
said; therefore it is necessary that children safe-
guard the democracy and the democracy safe-
guard the children. But, and this is a BUT as
large " as Roosevelt's war machine—in many
parts of the United States, according to the
President’s own admission, children are “not
privided enough to meet the minimum needs for
food, shelter, and clothing, and the Federal gov-
ernmént’s contribution toward their care is less
generous than its contribution to the care of
he aged.”

Since Roosevelt's government allows the
aged to die like stray dogs without even the
doubtful benefit of “mercy killing,” what this
government does for the children, by its own
admission, is so small that not even Roosevelt
can find anything good to say about it.

He pointed out that in the United States,
children are starved, denied an education, denied
clothing, denied warmth, denied homes, denied
every minimum necessity of childhood, denied
even jobs and the opportunity to marry when
they grow up.

The President said that he was very much
concerned about this, and concerned too about
the lack of religious training given children. If
what he says is true, that a democracy cannot
survive without providing for the children born
under its flag, then democracy in the United
States is indeed doomed——it has not provided
for even the most clementary needs of its
children.

What does President Roosevelt intend to do
about this condition which he deplores with
such beautiful words? Wait a whole year, he
says, for “recommendations” from the small
audience of rich people who assembled at the
White House to applaud his pious speech—and
then see. “Godspeed in your high endeavor,”
were the words Roosevelt used to end his
speech.

Roosevelt of course is not so stupid as not to
have some kind of solution to this problem,
although he mentioned it only casually in his
speech—that a democracy cannot measure its
success even by its armaments unless it pro-
vides for its children. Roosevelt's solution is
connected precisely with the armaments he is
heaping up with the billions of dollars he has
snatched from the unemployed and the children
of the United States.

Every child in the country, when he gets big
enough to shoulder arms, will be provided with
a bright shiny rifle and shipped overseas to
mow down the children of other countries and
be mowed down himself by the bright shiny
rifles with which the capitalists of other lands
have provided their working class and farmer
children.

This is what Roosevelt means when he ex-
plains that a capitalist democracy in order to
endure must provide for its children.

Senator William E. Borah denounces the Eu-
ropean democracies as treaty spoilsmen and ad-
vises youth that any war emanating from the
current crisis would be '‘sordid and imperialistic,"
and would not involve the question of democracy
or totalitarianism. ‘'‘These KEuropean powers,
whatever may be their idea or ideology or political
views, pursue one and the same course when they
come to deal with international affairs. They
alike violate treaties, disregard the most funda-
mental principles of right, pursue methods which
inevitably lead to war, and then call upon the
United States, Canada, and other nations to save
them from their own intolerable and vicious meth-
ods.” They call upon the United States on the
same theory as one calls upon a pupil who has out-
distanced the teacher.
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By SHERMAN STANLEY

The French ‘‘Popular Front'
government stabbed Spain’s
fighting Loyalists in the back
by keeping an iron wall be-
tween them and war materials.

The ‘‘Popular Eront' pre-
mier, Leon Blum, organized
the Non-Intervention Commit-
tee which served as a double-
barrelled lock between the Loy-
alists and the munitioas they
needed.

When the Catalonian Loyal-
ists and their women and chil-
dren fled into France they
were hurled into concentration
camps, surrounded by electri-
fied barbed wire. ’

Double - dealing, cynlcal,
suave, ruthless, scheming. The
French imperialists have de-
veloped these traits to a fine
degree, in the process of carv-
ing an empire out of the world.

The French have had to play
second fiddle to (he British
when it comes to reckoning up
colonial spoils. Where the
British Empire contains 500,-
000,000 odd people, that of
France contains 100,477,000,
Each Englishman has approx-
imately 13 colonial slaves
working for him, while for
France the ratio is 2% colo-
nials to each Frenchman.

WORLD-WIDE EXTENT
OF FRENCH EMPIRE

The French Empire is divid-
d as follows:

(1) The American and Aus-
tralasian colonies: territory of
129,978 square miles—popula-
tion of 1,112.000.

(2) African and Syrian col-
onies: territory of 9,910,710
square miles—population of
36,890,000.

(3) Asiatic colonies: terri-
tory of 900,842 square miles—
population of 21,640,000.

This total world area of
11,000,000 square miles (ex-
cluding France) spreads over
the entire globe and makes of
France a world Empire, all of

-| whose imperial possessions are

at stake in the present con-
flict.

It includes the Canadian
coast islands, West Indies is-
lands, French Guiana, East In-
dian Islands, Tahiti, New Cale-
donia, New Hebrides, Tunisia,
Algeria, Morocco, Jibuti{, Mad-
agascar, Indo-China, Somali-
land, Equitorial Africa, Togo-
land, Dahomey, Ivory Coast,
Niger, Cameroons and Syria.
In addition, there are a host of
small island groups dotting the
Pacific, Indian Ocean, etc.
which—as with the British—
serve as naval bases, refueling
stations, military centers, ete.

COLORED CANNON-FODDER
FOR THE SLAUGHTER

The colonies supply an enor-
mous manpower for the French
imperialist army. Figures for
1935 show that (1) In the
French Foreign Legion there
were 16,500 colonials; (2) The
African army had 103,500 sol-
diers and (3) The Colonial ar-
my had 87,500. There were
230,000 soldiers overseas in
1935 and the number has prob-
ably doubled by now. Forced
enlistments and recruitment
drives have been going on for
over a year.

French imperialism has had
a history as long and bloody as
that of the British.

As early as 1830 they held
possession of Algiers, the most
valuable of their possessions.
¥or over 100 years they have
drained this Mohammedan
country. It is the India of the
French Empire. Next came
Tunis, an area likewise of great
value.

In the 1860's, the French took
time off from their act of carv-
ing up China to take posses-
sion of the five provinces of In-
do-China  (Laos, Cambodia,
Annan, Cochin-China, Tong-
king). All of them were sub-
dued and occupied by a large
military force. The English, in-
cidentally, were the leading
spirit in the London-Paris axis

In lts Conquest of a World Efnpire
WeSeeFrenchDemocracyatWork

While Playing Second-Fiddle in Total World Possessions
To Britain, France Has Aped Its Cross the Channel Ally
In Brutal Methods of Colonial Terror

and Exploitation

that existed at that time. They
grabbed up the Malay penin-
sula while the French took over
Indo-China. London and Paris
were the forerunners of Berlin
and Rome in imperialist team-
work.

A sharp struggle took place
over Morocco which France
needed to protect its Algerian
colony. It was finally given to
France in 1911 after the Agadir
crisis led Europe to the brink
of war.

After the World War, France
and England wrote their Ver-
sailles Treaty. In addition to
exerting a commanding influ-
ence over the ‘“Little Entente’’
countries of Central and Bal-
kan Europe, the French divid-
ed Germany's African colonies
with the British and also got a
mandate for Syria.-
COLONIAL REVOLTS
PUT DOWN

The French have faced two

msajor revolts on the part of
the Arabian nationalist move-
ment for {reedom. In 1912 they
put down a general Moroccan
rising and in 1920 they put
down the RIiffs who were led
by the famous nationalist lead-
er, Abd-el Krim. French im-
perialism aped Iits English
brothers In ferocity and cruel-
ty. '
In 1925 they subdued a na-
tionalist insurrection in Syria.
Their administration of this
‘‘protectorate’’ was so vicious
that even their own creation—
the League of Nations—was ob-
liged to {formally condemn
French mal-administration.

The French Empire has con-
sistently followed the British
imperialist tactics of plunder
and loot, military and dictator-
fal rule, suppression of all na-
tionalist and democratic move-
ments. The rulers of France—
like their fellow {mperialists
across the Channel — can only
have their tongues in thelr
cheeks when they talk of fight-
ing for ‘‘democracy'’ and ‘‘civ-

ilization.”

By FELIX MORROW

Heralded in announcements
on preceding days as '‘the in-
side story on Spain’'s betray-
al’”’, the Daily Worker publish-
ed on April 21 a ‘‘manifesto of
the central committee of the
Communist Party of Spain.”

The document reveals very
little about the ‘‘inside story''.
The ‘“‘“manifesto’’ is. rather, an
attempt to still misgivings.

Why did the Spanish Com-
munist party remain silent dur-
ing the crucial days when the
Negrin government cleared out
and the Miaja-Casado Popular
Front Junta took over and sur-
rendered to Franco?

The actual facts are damn-
ingly clear. On March 5 the
Junta took power. The next
day the Negrin cabinet, includ-
ing the Communist ministers.
Uribe and Hernandez, evacu-
ated the country, and in the
same planes or others also
went La Pasionaria, Lister,
Modesto, Hidalgo de Cisneros,
Carlos Nunez Mazas, Antonio
Cordon, etc. —in a word, the
entire leadership of the Com-
munist Party (the general sec-
retary, Jose Diaz, was already
out, of the country).

We pointed out at the time
the impelling motive which
made it impossible for the Stal-
inists to resist the Popular
Front Junta. The Stalinists
dared not admit to the world
that the Popular Front had
ousted the Stalinists. Still less
could the Stalinists in turn oust
the Popular Front, and take
over the helm. Stalin himself
had already abandoned Spain—
as Krivitsky has since told in
detail — and so the Stalinist
leadership simply cleared out
with Negrin.

FAKING -DATES TO
FAKE AN EXPLANATION

But how explain all this
away? The “manifesto' which
attempts o do so is dated
March 18. This date, the most
plausible which the Stalinists
could attempt, is undoubtedly
a fake. The central committee
was not in Spain but in France.
since March 6. and had they
written the document on that
date, it would have been pub-
lished long ago, and not on
April 21. The dateline in the
Daily Worker, ‘‘Paris, April 3
(by mail)" is pure fakery, for
the huge Stalinist apparatus
cables immediately here tenth-
rate documents, let alone one
of such significance, and why
would the Spanish leadership
hold the document in Paris

tually the document must have

been written well after the

from March 18 to April 32 Ac-|,

events. The ‘‘manifesto' is so
written as to give the impres-
sion that it appeared in the
midst of the events surround-
ing the establishment of the
Miaja-Casado Junta. But the
Junta took power on March §,
put down the protesting troops
in the succeeding week, and on
March 18 had radioed an ap-
peal for peace to Franco and
had ceased all pretense of re-
sistance to the fascists! The
Daily Worker's introduction to
the ‘‘manifesto’’, as one which
“‘warns the Spanish people that
the Casado ‘Junta’ could only
bring about the enslavement of
the Spanish people', and the
present-tense references in the
‘““manifesto’’ to activities of the
Junta, are pure fakery.
“MANIFESTO"” DODGES
THE KEY QUESTION

Why does not the ‘‘mani-
festo'' denounce the death sen-
tences against Barcelo and
other Communist troop lead-
ers? Why does it not accept re-
sponsibility for the revolt? On
the contrary, it says that those
‘“‘who speak about a 'Commun-
ist uprising’ know very well,
that if we had wanted to rise
up in arms against the Gov-
ernment we could have done
it, because we had the forces
to do it and to win." Then why
didn't the Communist Party
overthrow the treacherous Jun-
ta and organize resistance to
Franco? This key question is
the one which above all is asked
by those—International Brigad-
ers, Communist party workers
in the various pro-Spain organ-
izations, etc. — who sacrificed
for Spain and want to know
why their sacrifice was in vain.
But the “‘manifesto’’ is design-
ed, not to answer, but to avoid
answering this fundamental
question. ’

In order not to answer, the
usual paint brush is employed.
The ‘“‘manifesto’’ is entitled the
“Casado - Trotskyite treach-
ery', and is bestrewn with ref-
erences to ''Trotskyites’. The
fact that our whole movement,
in Spain and internationally,
was the only one in the whole
workers' movement which ir-
reconcilably denounced the Mi-
aja-Casado Junta and that we
characterized its counter-rev-
olutionary character while the
Stalinist press remained silent
—this established fact does not
trouble the Stalinist fabricat-
ors. At all costs they must con-
fuse the issue by the usual
mountain of slander against
the Fourth International.

They dare to link us with
Casado — they whose party

C. P. Paint Brush Will Not Hide
The Truth On Spaiu’s Betrayal

ed over the Casado Junta,
and who, as the ‘‘manifesto”
admits, tried to make peace
with the Junta!

Negrin went because the rest
of the Popular Front, in seek-
ing to save their own hides,
needed a scapegoat to offer
Franco, and the Stalinists, who
controlled Negrin, were the ob-
vious scapegoats. But Negrin's
whole policy differed not a whit
from his successors: both
sought conciliation with Fran-
co.

The Stalinists have sought to
conceal this. In line with their
preposterous picture of Negrin
as a bitter-ender, the '‘manifes-
to'" pictures the result had he
remained at the helm:

‘. . . today we would have
peace, independence and liber-
ty without reprisals. And we
even say that it could have
been possible to save some of
the social gains made by the
Republic for the benefit of the
workers and peasants. Today,
the peasantry would not have
the prospect of seeing the
landowners come back as the
victors nor the workers the
prospect of a slavery regime.”

Unfortunately for the Stalin-
ists, however, even their own
collaborators have divulged
part of the truth. For example,
Negrin'’s ‘foreign minister, Al-
varez del Vayo, wrote in the
British weekly, the New States-
man, (reprinted in Left, April,
1939) :

“Of the three conditions for
making peace which Dr. Neg-
rin had stipulated in that last
meeting of the Cortes at Figu-
eras on February l1—the inde-
pendence of Spain. freedom for
the Spanish people to determine
its destiny, and the assurance
that there would be no repris-
als — we knew perfectly well
that the only one still possess-
ing practical meaning, the only
one we must strive for, was the
third. . . it was a question of
making possible the departure
from Spain of some twenty
thousand marked men and
women. . . It was for this that
the Negrin government was
still disposed to resist—and for
nothing else."

To save the hides of the Pop-
ular Front leaders—that was
Negrin's sole program and that
was the program of his suc-
cessors. The "‘manifesto’” can-
not, any more than previous
alibis, conceal this fact nor the
indelible fact that the Popular
Front—whether hieaded by Cab-
allero, Negrin or Miaja —

crushed the revolutionary
masses and thereby made cer-

leader, General Miaja, presid-itain the victory of Franco.

IN THIS
CORNER

AT

By Max Shachtman———

The conscription’ law proposed to the House of
Commons by the Chamberlain crew is extremely
enlightening, from at least two angles.

The first is the obvious contradiction be‘ween a
law to conscript the young men of the nation into
the army, and the loudly disseminated myth that
the war which this army is to fight is overwhelm-
ingly popular among he people. Anxious to main-
tain its carefully-acquired reputation for lying, the
capitalist press, both here and in England, promi-
nently displays reports that the youth of Britain
is voluntarily flocking into the army. But if this
is really the case, why is it necessary to resort
to conscription? If there are so many volunteers,
why must force be invoked to make them join
the army?

The Labour Party's
Opposition

But as said, this aspect of the Chamberlain pro-
posal is all too obvious. Less so is the alleged
opposition to the conscription act on the part of

the Labour Party spokesmen. Alleged—because it
is not real, not consistent, not durable.

How easy it is for the Chamberlain group to
dispose of such opposition by a contemptuous ges-
ture or a cynical remark. In effect, this is all
that the supporters of the Prime Minister have
to, and do, say to their Labour Party critics:

‘“The Honorable Gentlemen-of His Majesty’s
;:‘.'ver So Loyal Opposition seem to us to be lacking
in patriotism, love for democracy, or even respect
for their own avowed position. In fact, objectively,
they are alding and abetting that very policy of
appeasement to which, not so long ago, theéy took
such vehement objection.

““When the Prime Minister, in his ardent at-
tempts to preserve the peace, returned from
Munich, he was assailed for not taking a firm
stand against the German Chancellor and the
totalitarian powers. The Honorable Gentlemen
refused to take into consideration the fact that
the Empire was not then in a position to implement
by means of warfare the firmer stand which it
mjght have been necessary to take at Munich.
They showed their inconsistency then by insisting
that a position should have been taken last Sep-
tember which could not but have meant war. and
at the same time they recognized England's dis-
advantageous situation in the crticisms they made
at the same time of our lack of military and aerial
preparations. We were then the ones who best
defended the interests of the British Empire and,
consequently, of world democracy.

“Now, however, when the situation is ripe for
a really firm stand by England, a stand which
we -must be ready to back up by armed strength,
we again confront the inconsistency of the Opposi-
tion. Do they perhaps intend to fight Hitler’s army
with printed copies of their eloquent speeches?
Or are they really so innocent as to imagine that
we can wait until the Royal ‘Army is built up to
war strength B$ ¢B8lunteers who are, alas, not
forthcoming in sufficient numbers?

“It was the Opposition that insisted upon an
aggressive policy towards the totalitarian regimes.
Now that such a policy is being practiced, the
Opposition refuse to make possible its implemen-
tation. We are prepared to challenge them to
bring the issue to a head, for we are certain that
they will not pick up the gage of electoral battle.”

Whoever Says A,
Must Say B

In their own way, the Torles would be entirely
correct. The Labour Party patriots have a posi-
tion which makes it impossible to oppose such
measures as conscription. Whoever says A, ac-
cording’to the German proverb, must say B. Who-
ever demands so violently, as the Labour Party
leaders have demanded for months past, that the
country take steps in the conflict with Hitle; which
inevitably bring the war closer, cannot, at the
last minute, pretend to balk at what, in the light
of gll that has happened, is a comparatively minor
step in preparing for that war.

After all, the Labour Party politicians are just
engaged in a game of pretense and petty factional
warfare. A number.of them have written in the
quite recent past In favor of reconsidering the
traditional English hostility towards conscription.
The present official “opposition’ to the law has
nothing ' whatever in common with a principled
stand. It is opportunistic from beginning to end.
Tomorrow will prove to the hilt, when the Labour
Party leaders come out openly, as they did in
the last world war, as the most zealous and ef-
fective recruiting agents for the government,

But before they take on that role, they want a
little more recognition than the Chamberlain gov-
ernment has condescended so far to give them.
Not that Messrs. Atlee and Co. are ambitious or
overbearing in their demands. Far frop it. They
would, in all likelihood, be satisfied with even less
than Lloyd George gave them in his cabinet dur-
ing the last world war. In other words. they would
probably go along without so much as a murmur
if the Chamberlain cabinet were reorganized to
include a couple of such stainless -democrats as
Winston Churchill, notorious friend of the Soviets,
and Anthony Eden, notorious enemy of the Tories
—and possibly to exclude Chamberlain himself.

Naturally, if a ‘‘genuine'' National Government
were established, one that would include in the
cabinet a few regular Labour party wheelhorses,
that would be so much the better. In that case,
they would make the Chamberlain-Cliveden gang
look like so many chicken-hearted pacifists by
comparison with their ewn untestrained military
ardor, :

If the whole record of the Labour Party leader-
ship is anything to go by, it is a safe prediction
that as the weeks go by their opposition to Cham-
berlain's present conscription law will not only be
abandoned but that they will be in the forefront
of the House of Commons mob howling for con-
scription for all able-bodied cannon-fodder up to
the age of 35, with exceptions made only for those
sterling patriots, the shilling-a-year men who must
perforce stay behind the lines in order to keep
industry going at top speed and war profit rolling
in accordingly.

And it is just as safe to add the prediction that
the American equivalent of the Labour party lead-
ership—the bureaucracy of the trade unions in this
country—will, at the right moment, give its
English brothers cards and spades and still beat
thent at the game.



