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HITLER DEMANDS SHARE OF SWAG
B R IT A IN  D R A F TS  
M ASSES FOR W A R

______________________ AN  E D IT O R IA L _______________________

Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain has jammed 
through the British House o f Commons a conscription 
law providing, for the time being, for compulsory m ilitary 
service o f all men from the age o f 20 to 21.

Except for the period o f the last war's duration, Eng
land’s people have been traditionally hostile to conscrip
tion. Hundreds of years have passed without the ruling 
class being able to put the people in the straitjacket of 
compulsory m ilitary service.

What none o f his predecessors has dared to do for cen
turies, Chamberlain, violating the pledge that he publicly 
reaffirmed only four weeks ago, has now imposed upon 
the masses.

Why? In the name of Democracy and a Popular W ar!
But i f  the war is so popular, why is it necessary to force 

people by law— and by the police club that stands behind 
it— to jo in  the army?

I f  the war is so popular ,why doesn't the British gov
ernment content itself w ith opening up the recruiting books 
to volunteers?

The truth of the matter is that nowhere, in no country, 
do the people want war. Everywhere they feel consciously 
or instinctively, that the coming war, like the last one, w ill 
be a d irty imperialist war, in which millions w ill die like 
tlies in order to preserve the profits of empire.

A ll the ballyhoo, all the lies, all the hypocrisy, all the 
bunk about “ democracy”  and “ independence of small na
tions”  has not yet whipped the masses into a chauvinistic 
frenzy satisfactory *to the war-mongers.

So, fo r the “ popular”  war, the masses have to be dra
gooned- into the army,"conscripted like slaves whose life  
and liberty are entirely in the hands of the small clique of 
imperialists who rule the capitalist world and every country 
in it.

Among the first steps in the “ war for democracy” is the 
brutal violation o f the healthiest and soundest sentiments 
of the people.

The imperialist gangsters— in England and in this coun
try as well as in Germany— fear the freely-pxpressed w ill 
of the people.

That is why they resort to conscription. That is why 
they refuse to allow the people the right to vote on whether 
or not wUr is to be declared.

Sailors Set to Strike 
On A ll Pacific Ports

West Coast Seamen Gird for Showdown on 
Government Hiring Halls

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l) |
SAN FRANCISCO .—The S a il

ors U nion o f the P a c ific  is p re 
pared to s tr ike  the West Coast 
unless a ll governm ent agencies 
adhere to the w ritte n  pledge 
g iven to the union by H a rry  
Hopkins, S ecre tary  of Com
m erce, that governm ent-spon
sored fin k  h ir in g  ha lls  w il l  be 
closed and s tay closed.

On A p r il 18 A d m ira l Land, 
cha irm an  o f the U . S. M a r i
tim e  Com m ission, in  d irec t 
con trad ic tion  to S ecre tary Hop
k in s ’ prom ise of the previous 
week, announced to the press 
th a t the com m ission w il l  open 
h ir in g  ha lls  in  the p o rt o f Se
a ttle  when the com m ission be
gins its  p ro jected  operations on 
tlie  S eattle -O rient run.

Sailors P repare  F ig h t
Im m e d ia te ly  upon publica 

lio n  of the a d m ira l's  s ta te 
m ent. the Sailors U nion held 
stop-w ork m eetings up and 
down the P a c ific  Coast and re 
ite ra ted  its p revious position 
fo r a coast w ise s tr ike  i f  the 
governm ent f in k  ha lls  are 
opened on the coast.

S.U .P. headquarters w ired  
H a rry  H opkins, ca lling  his at
ten tion  to the fa c t th a t the 
M a r it im e  Com m ission had pub
l ic ly  stated i t  would d isregard  
the pledges he had made in 
w r it in g  to H a rry  Lundeberg, 
secre ta ry  - treasu re r of t h e  
union.

H opkins had e x p lic it ly  w r it 
ten :

“ I  can state th a t the sh ip
ping com m iss ioner’s o ffice  w ill

not be used as a h ir in g  h a ll fo r 
anyone.”  and “ I f  sh ipp ing  
com m issioners are a t the pres
ent tim e  m a in ta in in g  h ir in g  
ha lls, i t  is the in ten tion  o f the 
D epartm ent o f C om m erce to 
discontinue /h is  p ra c t ic e ."  In  
line w ith  th is , the governm ent 
‘ink ha lls  on the E as t Coast 
were sh o rtly  the rea fte r closed.

Pledge “ R e in te rp re ted ”
B u t a fte r A d m ira l Land 's  

s ta tem ent and the un ion ’s w ire  
to Hopkins, the D epartm ent of 
Commerce appears to have 
adopted a new position. Hop
kins h im se lf /a ile d  to answer 
the un ion ’s w ire . Instead Da- 
?is K . N iles, assis tan t to H op
kins, in fo rm ed the union th a t 
“ the D epa rtm ent o f Com m erce 
is no t using h ir in g  ha lls , but 
as the secre ta ry  w ro te  you we 
w ill, in accordance w ith  the 
law, fu rn ish  lis ts  o f seamen to 
those entitled  to have them . In 
structions to th is  e ffect have 
a lready been sent to a ll U . S. 
Shipping C om m iss ioners ."

In  p la in  E ng lish , the sh ip 
ping com m issioners of the B u 
re a u ’ of Inspection a ff ilia te d  to 
the D epartm ent o f Com m erce 
w il l  continue reg is te ring  sa ilo rs 
fo r em p loym ent bu t the actua l 
h ir in g  ha lls  w il l  be run  by the 
M a r it im e  C om m ission, which 
is fo rm a lly  not p a rt o f the De
pa rtm e n t o f Com m erce bu t is 
a president-appointed body “ to 
encourage the m erchan t m a 
r in e .”

T ha t's  the scheme. B u t the 
sa ilo rs are de term ined th a t no 
governm enta l agency shall 
operate f in k  ha lls .

The Kind of Democracy "W e" Uphold

FLINT WORKERS 
PROTEST CUTS 

IN WPAr RELIEF
Demonstrators Demand 

War Funds Go to 
Unemployed

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l) 
F L IN T , M ich ., A p r il 25.—A 

m ilita n t, f ig h tin g  th rong  o f un
em ployed and W .P .A . w orkers 
m arched in to  the c ity  ha ll o f 
F lin t  la s t n ig h t in  a w e ll-o rgan
ized dem onstra tion , dem anding 
im m ed ia te  a lle v ia tio n  of the 
m iserab le  conditions in flic te d  
upon w e lfa re  c lien ts and 
W .P .A . w orkers.

The dem onstra tion, w hich 
was ca lled and led by the 
W .P .A . and Unem ployed sec
tion  of the U n ited  Auto W ork
ers U nion (C .I.O .), was an e f
fec tive  mass pro test against 
the 2V2c a m eal re lie f leve l, and 
the f ir in g  t of hundreds of 
W .P .A . w orkers.

C ity  M anager Po llock was 
singled out fo r specia l a tten
tion by the m arch ing , s ing ing 
dem onstra tors, who attacked 
his v ic ious an ti-labo r actions 
and condemned his th rea ts  th a t 
he would see to i t  th a t a ll “ ag i
ta to rs ”  were fire d  fro m  W .P.A.

The m em bers o f the U nited 
Auto W orkers U nion (C .I.O .) 
packed the c ity  ha ll m eeting 
of the C ity  C om m ission, o ve r
flo w in g  in to  the ha ll, the 
s ta irs , and the ad jo in ing  
room s.

Hundreds Mass H a lls  
W hile the U .A .W . - C.I.O. 

spokesmen, C. W alte rs of De
tro it , C laude W orkm an and 
K e rm it Johnson o f"  F lin t.

(Continued fro m  Page 2)

M ine Owners Forcing 
National Coal Tie-up
Operators Press Drive to Break Union Grip; 

Would Try to Impose Open Shop
(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppeal)

W ASHING TO N, D.C. — The 
d rive  against the C.I.O. 
through a ttacks on the U nited 
M ine W orkers o f A m erica  
which a lready  has 320,000 
m em bers on s tr ike , gained fu r 
the r im petus th is  week when 
hard  coal operators revealed 
th e ir in tentions o f fo rc in g  100.- 
000 an th rac ite  m iners  on a de
fensive s tr ike .

The con trac t between the 
m iners  and the hard  coal op
e ra tors expifes- Sunday n igh t 
'A p r il  31) and a s tr ike  was 
considered inev itab le  in  v iew  
of the a rro g a n t counter-de
mands of the operators. Am ong 
the p rovocative  proposals they 
issued to the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers negotia ting  com m ittee  
a re : reduction in  wages,
lengthening o f hours: inclusion 
of a pena lty  clause aga inst 
s tr ikes , etc.

Unless Roosevelt in te rve n 
tion comes qu icke r than gov
ernm ent o ffic ia ls  planned, 
prospect of a nation-w ide shut 
down o f the en tire  coal indus
try . b itum inous and a n th ra 
c ite . is ce rta in  fo r nex t week.

The hard-boiled a ttitude  of 
the an th rac ite  operators v e r i
fies reports  th a t pow erfu l u t i l 
ity . steel and other in dus tria l 
forces are pressing on the coal 
indus try  to d rive  fo r an open 
shop and the defeat o f the 
U .M .W .A ., s tronghold of the 
C.I.O.

The present s tr ike  of the 
320.000 so ft coal m iners cen
ters around the operators re fu 
sal to g ive the U .M .W .A . a

closed shop th a t w ould exclude 
the A .F . of L . m in e rs ’ union 
fro m  the in d u s try  and thus p re 
ven t an in te rnecine  w a r costly  
to a ll the w orkers.

Since John L . Lew is  an
nounced th a t 100,000 add itiona l 
so ft coal m iners  were being 
ca lled  ou t nex t week in sup
p o rt of the s tr ike rs  i t  was be
lieved th a t the th re a t would 
serve to force a less re ca lc i
tra n t a ttitude  on the p a rt of 
the operators.

Instead, they have been 
jo ined in a solid fro n t by the 
an th rac ite  operators who are 
de libe ra te ly  fo rc in g  the U .M . 
W .A. d iv is ion  in th is  section of 
the in d u s try  to pu ll a defensive 
s tr ike .

H it  a t C .I.O.
Because the U .M .W .A . is the 

organ iza tiona l anq fin a n c ia l 
back-bone o f the C .I.O ., i t  is 
ev ident th a t the coal operators 
hope to weaken the en tire  
C.I.O . m ovem ent th rough  a 
prolonged and costly  s trugg le  
w ith  the U .M .W .A . F inanc ia l 
backing fro m  W all S tree t in 
terests makes th is  possible.

In  present negotiations be
tween the an th rac ite  operators 
and the m in e rs ’ com m ittee  the 
operators proposed a 20 per 
cent reduction  in wages and 
the re tu rn  of the e ight-hour 
day.

M eanw hile , negotiations be
tween the soft coal operators 
and representa tives o f the 320,- 
000 s tr ike rs  were deadlocked 
despite in te rven tion  o f a fed
era l conc ilia to r.

Omits Mentioning Russia 
In Speech Rebuffing FDR
One Third o f W.P.A.
To Be Fired by July 1

Republicans and Democrats Find They Have 
No Differences in Hacking Away 

A t Relief Appropriations
One out o f every three w orkers now on W .P.A. w ill be fire d  

by J u ly  I .  i f  P res iden t Roosevelt has his way.
W ith  the ink  sca rce ly  d ry  on his s ignature  to a whole new 

series of a rm a m e n t app rop ria tions  obed ien tly  voted a t his 
behest by Congress, runn ing  in to  some s ix  hundreds o f m illio n s  
o f do lla rs  added to the b illions  a lready appropria ted  fo r the w a r 
m achine, P res ident Roosevelt sought to slash the re lie f appro 
p ria tio n  fo r the com ing year
by one-th ird , to p rovide h im  
w ith  m ore w a r funds.

W .P.A. o ffic ia ls , accord ing 
to the U n ited  Press, A p r il 28, 
“ planned today to rem ove 
900,000 persons fro m  the re lie f 
ro lls  th is sum m er to com pen
sate fo r  the reduced budget fo r 
the nex t fisca l y e a r”  proposed 
by Roosevelt in  his message to 
Congress last Thursday.

Republicans H a il Roosevelt
F o r the com ing fisca l year 

w hich begins J u ly  1, Roosevelt 
lim ite d  the a pp rop ria tion  to 
$1,477,000,000 as contrasted 
w ith  the expend itu re  o f $2,250,- 
000,000 d u ring  the present f is 
ca l year. R oosevelt’s fig u re  is 
a s tra ig h t one-th ird  c u t o f the 
fig u re  fo r the am ount expended 
d u ring  the previous year.

R epublican m em bers o f the 
“ economy b loc”  ha iled  Roose
v e lt ’s message. Senator Lodge 
declared th a t he "c o n g ra tu 
lated the P res ident on adopting 
the method recom m ended by 
the R epublican m em bers of 
th is co m m itte e "—the Senate 
C om m ittee on R e lie f and U n
em ploym ent.

43% Cut Since October 
The ex ten t of Roosevelt’s on

s laught aga inst the unem 
ployed m ay be realized i f  one 
takes in to  account the W .P.A. 
ro lls  in  O ctober stood a t 3,350,- 
000 before the P res ident o r 
dered reduction  of the ro lls  to 
th e ir present fig u re  of 2,800,000. 
I f  the W .P .A . o ffic ia ls  c a rry  
out th e ir declared in ten tion  of 
d ropp ing  900,000 m ore, i t  
means th a t since O ctober they 
w ill have th row n o ff the W .P.A. 
a to ta l of 1,450,000—m ore than 
43% of those on W .P .A . in  Oc
tober w il l  be out on the stree ts!

Since em p loym ent in  p riva te  
indus try  has a c tu a lly  de
creased since O ctober, P re s i
dent Roosevelt was unable to 
ju s tify  his proposals by any 
references to im proved  possi
b ilitie s  of em ploym ent. In 
stead, he b land ly  prophesied 
th a t “ b a rr in g  unforeseen and 
unpred ictab le  developm ents, 
we are ju s tifie d  in  expecting an 
upw ard trend  in  the volum e of 
em p loym ent between now and 
June 30. 1940.”

No Justification  
Even the a rden tly  pro-Roose

v e lt New Y o rk  Post was 
shocked in to  e d ito r ia lly  ch a r
ac te riz ing  the Roosevelt p ropo
sal in  the fo llow ing  te rm s: 

“ How d id  the P resident 
i;each th is  fig u re  of 2,000,000 
as the co rre c t num ber of

S. W. P. CALLS ANTI-WAR CONVENTION
In  accordance w ith  the powers and duties assigned to i t  

by the pa rty  constitu tion , the N a tiona l C om m ittee of the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  hereby issues th is  C all to the regu la r 
na tiona l convention of the p a rty , to be held in New Y o rk  C ity , 
Ju ly  1 to 5, 1939. The agenda proposed by the C om m ittee, 
together w ith  regu la tions fo r the e lection of delegates, has 
been sent to a ll pa rty  branches. The C om m ittee fu rthe rm ore  
declares the tim e  between now and the date of the convention 
to be a period of free  discussion by thw p a rty  m em bersh ip  of 
any and a ll issues, w hether p reviously acted upon by the 
p a rly  o r new ly proposed. D iscussion a rtic le s  subm itted  to 
the na tiona l o ffice  w il l  be p rom p tly  published e ithe r in  the 
pub lic  p a rty  press o r in  special in te rn a l bu lle tins.

D u ring  the past m onths, the c ris is  of w o rld  c iv iliza tio n  
has deepened to an in to le rab le  sharpness. E ve ry  sphere of

hum an a c tiv ity — economtc, social, political, cu ltu ra l— tre m 
bles to its foundations. Sum m ing up and focussing every  
conflict, there Looms before m ankind the im m edia te  th rea t 
of the new w orld  w a r. The savage im p eria lis t powers and 
the b rutal class th a t d irects th e ir destinies can find no other 
means for prolonging th e ir ru le than by plunging m en once 
m ore and on an unprecedented scale into an in ternational 
slaughter-house.

This coming w a r, like  the last, in spite of the lying d em a
gogy w hich tries  to dress i t  up in m o ra l ideals, w ill be, from  
the point of v iew  of a ll the im p eria lis t states, dem ocratic  
and fascist a like , nothing else than a gangster struggle for 
resources, m arke ts , colonies and possessions, for the chief 
privileges in explo iting and oppressing the g rea t masses of 

(Continued oh P age 3)

W .P.A . jobs to be m a in 
tained?

“ On w ha t is i t  based, o ther 
than the hope expressed in  the 
message th a t 'we are ju s tifie d  
in expecting an upw ard trend 
in  the vo lum e o f em p loym en t’ ?

“ Why should the P resident 
expect an upw ard trend  in  the 
vo lum e of em p loym ent when 
dea rly  a m illio n  fa m ilie s  w il l  
be reduced, i f  they fa i l  to  get 
p riva te  jobs, to home re lie f 
status o r o u tr ig h t destitu tion? 
How w il l  the rem ova l o f these 
custom ers fro m  our economic 
system  produce ‘an upw ard 
tre n d ? ’ ”

The Post declared th a t “ by 
g iv ing  a job to every  A m erican  
able and w illin g  to w o rk ,”  we 
“ w ould be m eeting the p rob 
lem , no t ju g g lin g  num be rs .’ ’ 

P res ident Confuses Issue
The P res iden t’s message was 

shrew d ly  tim ed . I t  was d e liv 
ered on the eve o f H it le r 's  
speech, obviously w ith  the m o
tive  of having  i t  get by w ith  a 
m in im u m  o f p u b lic ity  a t a tim e  
when i t  w ould be soon ove r
shadowed by reports  and d is 
cussion o f H it le r ’s speech.

Roosevelt also sought to cov
er h im se lf by jo in in g  his re lie f 
cuts proposal w ith  a denuncia
tion of the va rious reac tiona ry  
proposals fo r  reorganiz ing  the 
W .P.A. o r sh iftin g  i t  to state 
a dm in is tra tions— a de libe ra te ly  
confusing ju n c tu re  o f unre la ted 
issues, fo r  the question o f re 
lie f a d m in is tra tio n  is to come 
up separa te ly  fro m  the ques
tion of the am ount o f re lie f ap
p rop ria tions .

W ashington reporte rs  noted 
th a t the ring leaders of the re 
a c tiona ry  proponents. Senator 
Byrnes and R epresentative 
W oodrum , as w e ll as others, 
found R oosevelt’s slashes sa tis 
fa c to ry  and were there fo re  free 
to concentrate he rea fte r on 
proposals fo r  revam p ing , the 
re lie f m echanism .

S ta lin is ts  M um
T lie  so-called W .P.A. “ un

io n ,"  the W orkers A lliance , 
tied hand and foo t to Roosevelt 
by its S ta lin is t leadersh ip , and' 
the S ta lin is t press, took the 
proposed slashes w ithou t com 
m ent.

B u t th is  la tes t brazen move 
of the P res ident w il l  undoubt
edly serve to c lear the a ir. H is 
sham ba ttle  w ith  the "econom y 
b loc”  over the question w heth
er the cu t in  the present fisca l 
year should have been the one 
b illio n  d o lla r cu t in itia te d  by 
the P resident, o r the one b il
lion plus $150,000,000 proposed 
by the reac tiona ries—the “ b a t
t le "  ended w ith  an am icable  
agreem ent between the “ New 
D ea l”  and the reactionaries  on 
a com prom ise w h ich  le ft the 
fin a l c u t a t one b illio n  plus 
$50,000.000—confused the issue 
p rev ious ly . Now tlie  P resident 
has openly gone to the head of 
the forces seeking the m a x i
m um  slash ing of the re lie f 
system .

POISON D IN N E R
Investiga tion  o f a d inner 

served a t a w e lfa re  agency in 
Seattle was ordered a fte r one 
m an died and s ix  others were 
trea ted  a t hospita ls. The 
s tr icke n  men blam ed home 
preserved peas tfor the food 
poisoning. I t ’s now got so th a t 
c h a r ity  food no t on ly  tastes 
like  poison, bu t is !

Swaps Demagogy W ith 
Roosevelt; Leaves 
Door Wide Open

AGAIN ASKS DANZIG

H itle r’s Reichstag speech 
changed little in the contin
uing war crisis.

J he most notable feature 
of the speech was the absence 
from it o f any significant 
reference to the Soviet Union.

This striking parallel to 
Stalin s abandonment o f at
tacks on German Fascikn 
was further eloquent proof o f 
Ihe fact that the flirta tion  be
tween Berlin and Moscow is 
by no means at an end.

H itle r concentrated his ora- 
toi ical fire on the Western 
powers and the United 
States.

As everybody, including 
Roosevelt, expected, H itle r 
turned down Roosevelt’s
peace plea and reiterated 

his intention to restore Ger- 
juany’s “ pUce in. the sun” ..by 
fighting for it, i f  necessary.

As his answer to B rita in ’s 
conscription to its working 
youth for the war slaughter, 
H itle r abrogated the Anglo- 
G erm an nava l p a c t o f 1935. 
This pact was a lready  a dead 
le tte r as a resu lt o f H it le r 's  
extensive nava l b u ild ing  d u r
ing  the past tw o years.

P ressure on Poland
H era ld ing  increased G erm an 

pressure on Poland, the F u e h r
er a t the same tim e  denounced 
the G erm an-P o lish  non-aggres
sion pact o f 1934 and repeated 
his dem and fo r  the re tu rn  o f 
Danzig and a road across the 
P o lish  co rr id o r.

He served notice on B r ita in  
th a t he would continue to seek 
re tu rn  of G e rm a n y ’s colonies, 
taken fro m  her by the A llie d  
v ic to rs  a fte r the las t w a r.

M a tch ing  Rooseveltian dem a
gogy w ith  his own brand, H it 
le r swore up and down in  h is 
two and a h a lf hour speech 
th a t w a r was tlie  la s t th in g  he 
wanted, th a t he m ore than any
one else in  the w orld  was so lic 
itous fo r the people and desired 
to spare them  new slaughters.-

Uses V ersa illes  T re a ty
As usual, he was able to b u t

tress his argum ents by th ro w 
ing the V ersa illes  tre a ty  in to  
tlie  faces o f his adversaries. 
F ro m  the po in t of v iew  o f the 
im p e ria lis t g a n g s t e r s ,  o f 
course, he is here on so lid  
ground, fo r never was there  a 
m ore m onstrous piece o f la rge  
scale in te rna tiona l p ira cy  than 
th a t embodied in  the trea ties  
w hich the A llie s  forced on van 
quished G erm any in  1919. G e r
m an im p e ria lism , defeated in  
one w ar, is now cha lleng ing  its  
im p e r ia lis t r iv a ls  aga in  and 
the W estern European p o lit i
c ia n s ' are be la ted ly  lea rn ing  
th a t a t V ersa illes  they gave 
b ir th  to a F rankenste in  m on
s te r w hich now th reatens to 
prove th e ir undoing.

H it le r  could and d id c ite  the 
endless record o f B r itis h , 
F rench, and A m erican  ra p a c i
ty  in th e ir own cam paigns 
against defenseless co lon ia l 
and sem i-co lon ia l peoples, be
fore and a fte r the la s t G rea t 
W ar.

Dog E a t Dog
N oth ing m ore c le a rly  than 

th is  shows the dog-eat-dog na
tu re  o f the w a r c ris is . The 
H itle rs , the Roosevelts, Musso- 
iin is , C ham berla ins and D a la - 
d iers are not ta lk in g  about 
“ dem ocracy”  and “ hum an 
r ig h ts ”  and “ c u ltu re .”  Speak- 

(Continued on Page 3)
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The stakes in  the fig h t be
tw een the U nited M ine W orkers 
o f A m erica  and the A ppa lach i
an coal operators are g row ing  
h igher and m ore im p o rta n t ev
ery day, as the la rge  issues 
co h fh ir itin g  the A m erican  labor 
m ovem ent p ro je c t them selves 
In to  the scene.

Th is  s tr ik e  o f 320,000 m iners  
who m ig h t be jo ined next week 
by another lOO.OOO unionists 
has s ign ificance not m e re ly  be
cause of the huge num bers in 
v o lv e d -d e c is iv e  as th is  itse lf 
rh lg h t be— but also because of 
the indispensable na ture  of the 
coa l in d u s try  espec ia lly  in  w a r
tim e , and because o f the s tra 
teg ic  ro le  o f the U .M .W .A . in 
the en tire  C .I.O . m ovem ent.

JhitUre prospects of the 
C .I.O . depend considerab ly on 
a v ic to ry  o r a t least an avoi 
dance o f serious defeat by the 
U .M .W .A . in its  present s tru g 
gle.

Questions o f the ro le  o f the 
union m ovem ent in  w a r-tim e , 
the nex t steps in  u n ity  negoti
ations between the C .I.O . and 
the A .P . of L .. and the inner re 
g im e o f the C.I.O . hinge on the 
b litdbn ie  o f the coal s tr ike .

R oosevelt’s in te rve n tio n  in  
the dispute is considered a m a t
te r  o f days. How he uses his 
pow erfu l position and in fluence 
on the s tr ike  se ttlem ent w il l  re 
vea l m uch on w ha t tre a tm e n t 
labo r can expect fro m  his w a r 
m achine. How John L . Lew is 
reacts to governm ent in te rve n 
tion  should fu rn ish  a p re tty  
good gauge o f M r. Lew is 's  ac
tions in  the nex t w a r.

The Mein Issue
M ain  issue of the s tr ik e  is 

the U .M .W .A . dem and fo r  a 
closed shop. A lready  a ll eco
nom ic  demands have been 
w ith d ra w n  by the C .I.O . nego
tia to rs . Lew is has ind ica ted  his 
w illlhg iiess  to com prom ise s t i l l  
ftir ih fe r and ins is t on ly on a 
union shop and the rem ova l of 
the pena lty  clause fo r  s trikes 
i i i  v io la tio n  o f con tract.

To understand the v ita l im 
portance o f th is  issue one m ust 
rem em ber th a t the A .F . o f L . 
IS supporting  w ho lehearted ly 
the o rgan iz ing  cam paign o f its  
recen t a ff il ia te , the P rog res
sive M iners  o f A m e rica , a re 
a c tiona ry  and dual union in  the 
coal m in in g  fie ld .

E xc lus ion  o f th is  r iv a l is nec
essary to  p reven t a bloody and 
cbStiy in te rnecine  w a r w ith  the 
A > .  o f L . in  th is  fie ld . Even 
p a rt ia l success by the A .F . of 
L . would spur hopes in  W illia m  
Green and the d ie-hard c lique 
th a t ru in  o f the C.I.O . is pos
sib le . The least the A .F . o f L . 
bu reaucra ts w ould gain is fu r 
the r w eakening o f the C .I.O. 
the reby m ak ing  probable a 
u n ity  pact w h ich  w ould d e fi
n ite ly  tend to be reac tiona ry .

Bill Green's Game
La tes t proposal o f W illia m  

Green to the fede ra l co n c ilia 
to r in  the coal s tr ike  shows 
w hat a shrewd and dem agogic 
game he is p la y in g  to stab the 
C .I.O . in  the back. Once a 
m em ber o f the U .M .W .A ., 
Green knows o f rank  and file  
resentm ent w ith in  the m iners 
union Over L e w is ’ d ic ta to r ia l 
con tro l and unsavory record of 
the 1920’s. Green was p a rt of 
th a t Lew is m achine. Now he 
proposes a na tiona l m ine rs ' 
re fe rendum  to de term ine co l
lec tive  ba rga in ing  representa
tives , hoping thus to cap ita lize  
on the resentm ent.

B est answer to the phoney 
Green proposal is in troduc tion  
d f m ore dem ocracy w ith in  the 
U .M .W .A . Ohio m iners , fo r  ex
am ple, w ould take m ore k in d ly  
to the Lew is  reg im e i f  d is tr ic t 
o ffice rs  were elected, not ap
pointed. I t  is the inner fla w  
W ith in the C .I.O. set-up which 
the A .F . of L ., even m ore g u il
ty , USes h y p o c ritic a lly . A bu r
eaucra tic  reg im e exists in  both 
organizations. Lew is  has the 
add itiona l handicap o f p lacing 
the albatross o f S ta lin ism  
around the neck of the C.I.O.

Jus t as the interests- of the 
en tire  labor m ovem ent are in 
jured by the A .F . o f L . a ttacks 
bn the W agner Labo r D isputes 
A c t; the invasion in to  the 
U .M .W .A . te r r ito ry  threatens 
to b rin g  the poss ib ility  of a b ig 
ger Open shop d rive  in  m a jo r 
indus try .

P ow erfu l u t i l i ty ,  steel and 
o ther in d u s tria l forces are 
backing  the coal operators and 
ins is ting  on an open shop d rive . 
The a . r  . ot L . l ig h t  against 
the C.I.O . in  th is  in d u s try  can 
on ly  a id in  those plans.

FLINT WORKERS PROTEST W.P.A. SLASHES
TWO AND HALF 
CENTS A MEAL 
NOT SUFFICIENT

Demonstrators Demand 
War Funds Go to 

Unemployed

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
voiced in  no uncerta in  te rm s 
the de term ined protests of 
th e ir  o rgan iza tion , the massed 
hundreds on the s ta irw ays  and 
in  the ha lls  lu s tily  sang “ S oli
d a r ity ,”  and gave rous iiig  ren
d itions of “ Soup”  and “ W e’ll 
Hang Old P o llack  to a Sour 
Apple T re e ."

Since th'ds'e outside the rodm  
in w hich the C ity  Com m ission 
was m eeting could hear no th
ing o f w ha t w ent on inside, lo 
cal unem ployed leaders gave 
ligh ting  speeches frd m  the top 
Df a f l ig h t o f s ta irs .

F irs t  o f Series
The dem onstra tors ca rried  

signs and p lacards w hich rekd, 
"W e C an 't L ive  on 2Vz cents a 
M e a l!"  “ B read N ot B a ttle 
s h ip s !"  "F iv e  BilliOUs fo r  War-, 
V/z cents a M ea l fo r U s .”  C ity  
M anager P o llack  was giVeii 
special a tten tion  by the sign- 
pa in ters, and he grew  pale 
when he saw the sign w hich 
said, "T w o  Job P o llack—Dou
ble Pay—Double C ross" and 
“ P o llack is G. M .’s C harlie  
M cC arthy, O n ly P o llack  A in ’t 
F u n n y !’ ’

The dem onstra tion , p e rfe c tly  
planned and executed, was the 
f ir s t  o f a series o f m ilita n t ac
tions planned by the new ly  o r
ganized U .A .W .-C .I.O . U nem 
ployed and W .P .A . section.

T h a t fu tu re  dem onstrations 
w ill be necessary waS proved 
by the fa c t th a t in  spite o f the 
sp irited  show ing o f the demon
s tra to rs , the C ity  com m ission 
chreW down the gaun tle t by en
dorsing the hated polic ies o f 
C ity M anager P o llack.

M arch  Through Sireets
W hile the th rong was massed 

outside, severa l speakers ou t
lined necessary fu tu re  action, 
and announced a m eeting fo r 
next week. A fte r the crow d 
sang m ore songs, the whole 
group o f severa l hundred 
m arched down the m a in  s tree t 
of F lin t, stopping a ll tra ff ic , 
banners held h igh, and s ing ing 
at the top of th e ir  voices u n til 
they reached U .A .W .-C .I.O . o f
fices where they dispersed in  
o rd e rly  fashion.

In  a typ ica l m aneuver, the 
S ta lin is t - dom inated W orkers 
A lliance  tr ie d  to steal the thun 
der o f the dem onstra tion , and 
d raw  a tten tion  fro m  i t ,  by p u t
ting  a few  p ickets a t p la n t em 
p loym en t offices e a rlie r in  the 
day. The m aneuver d id n ’t  
w o rk , how ever, and attem pts 
a t the dem onstra tion  its e lf by 
W orkers A lliance  leaders to 
pretend to be the leaders o f 
the a ffa ir , were t a d ism a l flop.

Such W orkers A lliance  m em 
bers as Were present applauded 
the vigorous m ilita n t speeches 
of the U .A .W .-C .I.O . spokes
men. The W orkers A lliance  in 
F lin t, never m uch o f an organ
iza tion , is  doomed. A ll unem 
ployed and W .P .A . w orkers are 
flo ck in g  in to  the U .A .W .-C .I.O . 
section, in  w h ich  they w il l  be 
supported by the organized 
auto w orkers.

L. A. Mexicans Defeat 
Local Jim  Crow Move

(S pecia l to  the S ocia lis t A p p e a l)
LOS AN G ELE S , A p ril 26.— 

Willed th e ir  homes were th re a t
ened by a pe tition  presented to 
the C ity  Council w h ich  would 
bar them  fro m  liv in g  in ce r
ta in  d is tr ic ts , M exican w o rk 
ers o f Azusa, a sm a ll tow n near 
here, turned fo r aid to the Los 
Angeles C om m ittee o f the 
A m erican  Fund fo r P o litica l 
P risoners and Refugees.

The Fund im m e d ia te ly  fo rm 
ed a com m ittee  in  con junction 
w ith  the M exican Sports Club 
of Azusa, an o rgan iza tion  of. 
young M exican w orkers , and 
p rin ted  lea fle ts  in  E ng lish  and 
Spanish condem ning the a t
te m p t to establish ra c ia l re 
s tr ic tio n s  as to the place Of 
residence and ca llin g  on the 
M exican w orkers  to fig h t fo r 
th e ir righ ts .

„ Couii'cH R etreats
Whert the C ity  Council heard 

the pe tition , the Fund sent a t

torneys who demanded th a t the 
Council reject, the pe tition . In  
face of the m ilita n t pro test and 
the organized resistance, the 
Council conceded th a t i t  had no 
pow er to re s tr ic t areas fro m  
residence by M exicahs.

A unanim ous vote of thanks 
was passed by the M exican 
Sports Club in apprec ia tion  fo r 
the assistance g iven by the 
A m erican  Fund.

The Los Angeles C om m ittee 
of the A m erican  Fund has o r
gan ized1 severa l a ffa irs  recent
ly  to co llec t m oney fo r refugees 
fro m  fasc is t countries. Among 
these were a concert and a bas
ke tba ll game.

In  the basketba ll game the 
C .I.O .-A ll-S tars ba ttled  the 
Dura-Steel team  of Loca l 1421. 
U nited E le c tr ic a l and Radio 
and M achine W orkers o f A m e r
ica, who are the cham pions of 
the C.I.O . Southern C a lifo rn ia  
D iv is ion .

Statement by S.W.P. Branch 
O n C. P. Role in California

SEN. REYNOLDS ON 
SPEAKING TOUR FOR 
HIS FASCIST OUTFIT

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
N E W A R K , N . J., A p r il 18— 

Senator R obert Reynolds, one 
o f the c o u n try ’s lead ing con
tenders fo r the fu tu re  p6st df 
F asc is t D ic ta to r o f the U nited 
States, is scheduled to speak 
here on A p r il 22 as representa
tive  of the V ind ica to rs , the fas
c is t o rgan iza tion  sponsored by 
h im .

Th is  speech is b u t one o f a 
series the Senator is now m dk- 
ihg. Oh A p r il 21 he w ill address 
a ga thering  of students frd m  
P rince ton , H a rva rd , and Y a le  
a t P rince toh . H is com plete i t in 
e ra ry  w il l  c a rry  h im  fro m  
N orth  C aro lina  to M assachu
setts.

A t the N ew ark  m eeting  he 
w ill appear before the New Je r
sey U nion of the Jun io r O rder 
of U nited A m erican  Mechanics. 
Th is  organ iza tion  is nb t a trade  
union b lit  a fra te rn a l o rder, 
da ting  back to 1845 and in c lu d 
ing  m ore than a m illio n  m em 
bers.

I t  has a un ifo rm ed  d iv is ion , 
conducts re g u la r m i l i t a r y  
d r ills , and its  o ffic ia ls  bear m i l
ita ry  title s . Its  m em bersh ip  in 
cludes even governors.

Senator Reynolds is  reported 
to be ve ry  in te rested  in  the pos
s ib ilit ie s  Of th is  organ iza tion  to 
fo rm  a w ide r base fo r his fa s 
c is t am bitions.

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
LOS A N G E LE S , C a lif., A p r il 

25.—In  a sharp re p ly  to S ta lin 
is t a ttem pts to lin k  Dhve B rice  
and Rena Vale w ith  the Socia l
is t W orkers P a rty , the Los A n 
geles B ranch  o f the S.W.P. has 
issued a sta tem ent exposing the 
a c tiv itie s  d f these two c a p ita l
is t p o lit ic ia n s  and denouncing 
th'e treacherous ro le  w hich they 
and the C om m unist P a rty  are 
p lay ing  in  C a lifo rn ia .

Dave P rice  is a fo rm e r m em 
ber of the C la r ity ite  caucus in  
the Socia lis t P a rty  o f C a lifo r
n ia. He was a b itte r enem y of 
the le ft w ing  and took a lead
ing ro le  in  destroy ing  the So
c ia lis t P a rty  of th a t state by 
ille g a lly  expe lling  the le ft w ing  
under the guise Of "T ro ts k y 
is m .”

Rena Vale  is a fo rm e r S ta l
in is t who hds gone over to the 
r ig h t w ing  of the D em ocra tic  
P a rty  lock, stock and b a rre l.

The sta tem ent of the Los An
geles B ranch  o f the S.W.P. is 
as fo llow s:

N ever W ere T ro tsky is ts
The recen t a tte m p t o f '  the 

C om m unist P a rty  in  C a lifo rn ia  
to id e n tify  the T ro tsky is ts  w ith  
the a c tiv itie s  o f Dave P rice  and 
Rena Vale  is  ju s t another lin k  
in  the cha in  o f slander and 
fram e-up  w h ich  have now be
come the p re va ilin g  p o lit ic a l 
methods of S TA L IN IS M . We 
e m p h a tica lly  s ta te  th a t ne ithe r 
of these two ind iv id u a ls  are or 
ever were m em bers o f the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  o r any 
other T ro ts k y is t organ iza tion . 
We have never collaborated 
w ith  them  in  th e ir present “ po
l it ic a l a c t iv it ie s "  and condemn 
th e ir ro le  ju s t as v igo rous ly  as 
we condemn the ro le  o f the 
C om m unist P a rty . I f  the Com
m un is t P a rty  is w o rk in g  hand 
and glove w ith  the Olson p o lit i
ca l m achine, Dave P rice  and 
Rena Vale have chQsen the 
m iserab le  p o lit ica l path  Of ac t
ing  as in fo rm e rs  fo r  the an ti- 
Olsen c a p ita lis t po litic ians . N e i
the r o f these roads can serve 
the in te rests o f the w o rk ing  
class; they are tw o sides of 
the same coun te rfe it coin.

I t  is qu ite  obvious th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  have been engaged in  
desperate e ffo rts  to in tegra te  
them selves in to  th e ' c a p ita lis t 
p o lit ica l m achine o f Olson. The 
S ta lin is t today lives and 
breathes fo r  One purpose: to 
become accepted and acknow l
edged by the boss po litic ians  as 
responsible, respectable, p a tr i
otic and devoted .servants to 
ca p ita lis t dem ocracy. A ll the 
power and in fluence they have 
in  the labor m ovem ent is d i
rected to th is  end.

I t  is ne ithe r oUr du ty  no r our 
purpose to “ expose" the tim e , 
place o r c ircum stances o f th is  
process to thd c irc les  o f cap i
ta lis t p o lit ic ia n s  Who fo r  one 
reasbn o r another are  opposed 
to accepting the services of 
S ta lin ism .

The S.W .P. points out th a t 
the present s trugg le  in  C a li
fo rn ia  state po litics  between 
two groups o f c a p ita lis t p o lit i
cians is  charged w ith  g rea t 
dangers fo r C a lifo rn ia  labor. 
Behind the present a ttack  on 
the Olsen adm in is tra tio n  is the 
desire o f B ig  Business to 
launch a v ic ious a ttack  on the 
liv in g  standards of labor, on 
unem ploym ent re lie f, on the 
labor unions. The Olsen ad
m in is tra tio n . in  tu rn , cannot 
and w il l  no t res is t the pressure 
of B ig  Business to whom  in  the 
las t ana lysis i t  owes its  a lle 
giance. D eterm ined and o r
ganized p o lit ic a l and econortiic 
pressure o f the w o rk ing  class 
can w res t ce rta in  concessions 
fro m  the Olsen a d m in is tra tio n  
bu t to seek an " a l ly ”  fo r  labor 
in  the Olsen m achine is an i l lu 

sion w hich every new tu rn  in 
the s itua tion  w il l  sha tte r.

The treache ry  o f the Com
m un is t P a rty  consists in  th e ir 
having  tied  w hatever labor 
unions they con tro l to the ta il 
o f the Olsen k ite . They s tifle  
the independence o f the labor 
m ovem ent. They b itte r ly  a t
tack any a tte m p t on the p a rt 
of the labor m ovem ent to fred 
its e lf fro m  the redctibh 'ary hold 
of the o ld c a p ita lis t parties . 
They b lock every  a tte m p t te 
achieve the independent polit
ica l o rgan iza tion  o f thp w o rk 
ing  class by spreading the po i
sonous illu s ion  th i i t  progress 
lies in  the dli-ectioh d f a h a r
monious a lliahee With thfe " le f t  
w in g ”  o f the c a p ita lis t parties. 
They a tte m p t to fra m e  up 
every  m ilita n t w o rke r Who op
poses th is  course as an agent 
o f H earst, the As'sd'ciated F a r 
m ers artd the E m p loye rs  Asso
c ia tions.

Labo r cartnot defend itse lf 
fro m  the present offensive df 
B ig  Business i f  i t  confines its 
p o lit ica l a c tiv ity  to the s tru g 
gle between tw o sections d f the 
bdss class. In  the end th is  w ill 
result, in  la b o r ’s defeat. Olsen 
and h is p o lit ic a l opponents w ill 
un ite  and m ake deals against 
the w ork ing  class, the poor 
fa rm e rs  and the pension m ove
m ent, the m om ent they sense 
a lack  of m ilita n c y , v ig ilance , 
and independent p o lit ica l ac
tion on the p a rt o f the labor 
m ovem ent and its  a llies.

Out to Smash Labor
The present lega l offensive 

against the unions as evidenced 
in  such recent cases as the 
H ow ard A utom obile  Agency, 
Warehousemen U nion, e tc., is 
on ly the pre lude to organized 
v ig ila n te  and gangster a ttacks. 
C a lifo rn ia  ca p ita lism  is de te r
m ined to w in  back every inch 
they lost to labor in  the s tr ike  
waves and union organization 
d rive . The banks and the big 
fa rm e rs- are de term ined to 
smaSh any a ttem pts to o rgan
ize the qu a rte r of a m illid h  
a g r ic u ltu ra l labore rs  in  th is  
state. We m ust consider se ri
ous m easures fo r a counter 
cam paign. Dependence oh O l
sen is a delusion th a t w il l  de
s troy the f ig h tin g  pow er d f la 
bor ra n ks ..

G rea t O pportun ities
B u t i f  the s itua tion  presents 

g rea t dangers i t  also o ffe rs  the 
labor m ovem ent g rea t oppor 
tun ities . The la s t state election 
saw the m idd le  class in  Cali 
fo rn ia  ra lly  to the support of 
labor in  its  s trugg le  aga inst the 
an ti-p icke ting  ord inance. Th is 
is a favo rab le  s ign o f the g rea t
est im portance. The im p o ve r
ished m idd le  class, the pauper
ized aged, the sm a ll fa rm e rs , 
the g rea t mass of a g ric u ltu ra l 
laborers, the unem ployed, the 
dispossessed youth, a ll w il l  r a l 
ly  to the banner o f the labor 
m ovem ent i f  i t  shows th a t i f  
means to f ig h t fo r its  own in 
terests and the in terests o f a ll 
who are oppressed by the p ro f it 
barons. C a lifo rn ia  labor, as 
w e ll as labor na tiona lly , should 
im m e d ia te ly  take  steps to o r
ganize a g rea t convention of 
its  fo rces: A .F .L ., C .I.O ., R a il
road B rotherhoods, Indepen
dent Unions, fo r  the organ iza 
tion  of an independent Labor 
P a r ty ; a p a rty  th a t w il l  un ite, 
p o lit ic a lly  the forces o f the 
w o rk ing  class: a p a rty  th a t 
w il l  challenge "the  r ig h t of 
A m e rica 's  S ix ty  F a m ilie s  to 
plunge the mass o f people in to 
unem ploym ent and w ar.

The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
is s tra lh in g  eve ry  e ffo rt to 
achieve th is  by advocating th is  
p rog ram  w ith in  the labor 
m ovem ent. We seek to con
vince the rank  and file  of labor 
chat^this m ust be they- road.

N. L. R. B. ACCUSES 
GOODYEAR T IRfc CO.

(Specia l lo  the S ocia lis t A ppe a l)
AKR O N , Ohio—The N ational 

Labor R elations Board issued 
th is  week a com p la in t against 
the Goodyear T ire  & Rubber 
Co. charg ing  u n fa ir labor p ra c 
tices. inc lud ing  the organ iza 
tion o f the com pany’s n o to ri
ous “ fly in g  squadron" fo r 
s tr ike  b reak ing  purposes. The 
U nited R ubber W orkers of 
A m erica  has been pressing fo r 
action against the com pany fo r 
over a year.

Y P S L LEADS 
SCHOOL BUDGET 

CUT PROTEST
Stalinists Veto Picket 

Line of LaGiititdid 
City Hall

(Special to tho Socialist Apfifeal)
N EW  Y O R K —th  response’ to 

the th re a t o f cu rta ile d  educa
tiona l fa c ilit ie s  ca lled  fo r irt the 
educational budget c tit o f the 
L a G u a r d i a  adn iih is tr& tion , 
some 7.O0D students massed 
near C ity  H a ll on Thursday. 
A p r il 27.

The effectiveness o f the dem 
onstra tion  was weakened by 
the tac tics  o f the leadersh ip  of 
the dem onstra tion—the S ta lin 
is t A m erican  Student U nion.

A t about 2:30 in  the afternoon 
there Were thousands o f s tu 
dents near C ity  H a ll. A group 
Of them  began to move tow ard  
the C ity  H a ll b u ild ing  where 
the Board of E s tim a te  was in 
session considering the budget. 
The thousands o f students m et 
w ith  opposition fro m  . . . one 
cop. B u t the S ta lin is t leader
ship, fe a rfu l of antagonizing 
the LaG uard ia  adm in is tra tio n  
w hich they had helped elect, 
q u ick ly  backed down and 
moved away.

A t th is  po in t m em bers o f the 
Y .P .S .L . (4th In te rn a tio n a l) be
gan to shout fo r  a p icke t line . 
The S ta lin is t leadersh ip  p ro 
posed a m eeting  in  Fo ley 
Square w hich is fo u r blocks 
away fro m  C ity  H a ll. They f ig 
ured, no doubt, th a t th is  would 
be a safe distance fro m  C ity  
H a ll. When the Y .P .S .L . ra ised 
the slogan o f p icke ting  C ity  
H a ll instead of m oving to Fo ley 
Squaie, severa l S ta lin is t hood
lum s tr ie d  to tea r Y .P .S .L . 
p lacards. The Y .P .S .L . ade
qua te ly  defended itse}f.

Y .P .S .L . Opens Meeting
A t Foley Square the S ta lin 

ists tr ie d  to shout down 
Y .P .S .L . m ili ta n t slogans 
aga inst the cu t by s inging 
"H o ld  T ig h t ."  They then broke 
the m eeting up in to  several 
sm a lle r ones in  o rde r to d is 
perse th e ir  dem onstra tion  more 
q u ick ly .

The Y .P .S .L . then s ta rted  a 
m eeting a t w h ich  speakers con
demned the education budget 
cut, and the S ta lin is t A.S.U. fo r 
not p icke ting  C ity  H a ll. I r v in g  
Panken of the Y .P .S .L . d is tr ic t 
council and Irv in g  Howe, asso
ciate ed ito r of the Challenge of 
Youth, speaking fo r the 
Y .P .S .L ., ca lled  fo r  a p icke t 
line.

Some 100 students responded 
the vigorous m ili ta n t speeches 
and m arched to C ity  H a ll 
where the cops prevented them  
from  p icke ting . The cops said 
(hat the p icke te rs  could no t 
make any noise because the 
Board of E s tim a te  was m eet
ing. The Y .P .S .L . then p icke t
ed a t the ou tsk irts  o f C ity  H a ll, 
shouting “ Sh. . .Sh, don ’t  te ll 
anyone, bu t the Board of E s ti
m ate is cu ttin g  the educational 
budge t." Then a fte r some m ore 
slogans and p icke ting  the line 
was called o ff.

The con tras t between the 
boo tlick ihg  a ttitude  of the 
A.S.U. tow ard  the LaG uard ia  
adm in is tra tio n  and the m ilita n t 
fig h tin g  position of the Y .P .S .L . 
was c le a rly  seen by those stu
dents re a lly  in terested in f ig h t
ing  fo r decent educational fa c 
ilitie s .

LAYOFF DRIVE 
CONTINUES ON 
N. Y. PROJECTS

Somervell Announces 
New Guts From 

Jdb Rolls

(S pecia l la  llit-  S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y , A p r ii 27. 

—W hile P res ident Roosevelt 
opens up the th ro ttle  to fu ll 
s team  ahead add Congress 
shovels in  the do lla rs  th a t are 
sending the w a r m achine 
p lung ing  down the tracks  like  
a locom otive gone w ild  and 
headed s tra ig h t fo r destruc
tion, the unem ployed are being 
foi-ced to bear the fu l l  b ru n t of 
the cost.

Lieutenant-Colonel Brehon B. 
SomerVell, local W orks P rog 
ress A d m in is tra to r, announced 
yeste fday th a t next week he 
w il l  la y  o ff 13,740 w orkers in 
NeW Y o rk . O f th is  num ber 
il,740  w ill be taken fro m  con
s tru c tio n  p ro jects  and 2,000 
fro m  w h ite -co lla r pro jects. 
Th is w ill slash the W .P.A. ro lls  
in  New Y o rk  C ity  down to 143,- 
000.

D estitu tion  and s ta rva tion  
w ill thus be forced on add ition 
al tens o f thousands so th a t 
Roosevelt and Congress can go 
on bu rn ing  money in  the w ar 
m achine. The W elfare  D epa rt
m ent reports  th a t they have 
been besieged w ith  app lications 
fro m  people in  desperate need 
as a re s tilt o f the d ism issa l of 
10,800 W .P .A . w orkers a t the 
beginning of A p r il.  Home Re
lie f o ffic ia ls  estim ate  conserva
tiv e ly  th a t they can declare not 
m ore than 12,500 of the re lie f 
w orkers dropped in  A p r il and 
M ay as e lig ib le  fo r  c ity  help, 
bu t acceptance o f th is  num ber 
o f cases, w ith o u t considering 
tens o f thousands of other 
needy . fa m ilie s , w ould add 
about $600,000 a m onth to the 
re lie f budget, w h ich  is enough 
to buy a t least seven firs t-c lass  
fig h tin g  planes.

At the end o f th is  week the 
W .P.A. w il l  close three w hite 
co lla r p ro jec ts  in  New Y o rk  
C ity—the analysis of e lec tric  
u t i l i ty  reports , sponsored by 
the, F edera l Pow er C om m is
sion, and m ilk  d is tr ib u tio n  and 
c lin ica l reports  on home re lie f 
cases sponsored by the H ea lth  
D epartm ent.

The m otto  o f the Roosevelt 
A d m in is tra tio n  seems to be: 
In  O rde r to G et M ore Funds 
fo r Guns—Starve the U nem 
ployed, T he y 're  M ore Used to 
I t  than Anyone Else.

N otice : We re g re t the delay 
of one day in issuing the 8-page 
M ay D ay Appeal. T h is  was 
unavo idab ly due to  the large 
arhoUht o f e x tra  w ork enta iled 
in  its pub lica tion . We are sure 
th a t our readers w ill have ex
cused th is  delay a fte r no tic ing  
the excellence o f the M ay Day 
isstie.

•  *  *

“ I  consider i t  a pleasure and 
a p riv ile g e  to g reet the Social
is t Appeal and the F o u rth  In 
te rna tiona l both m o ra lly  and 
fin a n c ia lly  on the f i r s t  of 
M a y .” — A. S ingh ian  o f P ine 
Bush, New Y o rk .

We w an t to acknow ledge re 
ceipt. o f the fo llow ing  M ay Day 
G reetings w h ich  a rr ive d  too 
late to be included in  the M ay 
Day issue:

i l )  A . S ingm an of P ine 
Bush, N. Y .

(2) The Los Angeles Branch 
of the S.W.P.

(3) The B e rke ley  Y .P .S .L .
u n it o f C a lifo rn ia .

(4) A branch o f the W ork
m en’s C irc le ' in  Boston, Mass.

(5) K a r l L iebknech t U n it, 
Y .P .S .L ., New Y o rk .

* * *
“ I  w ent in to  Lansdale , Pa. 

la s t week to v is it  some old 
fr iends and looked up some 
fo rm e r m em bers o f the old So
c ia lis t P a rty  b ranch. One 
whom I  had never m e t before 
looked over the 3 la s t issues of 
the Appeal and pu lled  out $1.00 
fo r a sub. The other subscrib 
e r said th a t i f  I  w ould have 
asked Him he would have sub
scribed long ago ! I  believe th a t 
i f  we had enough people to go 
Out and sell the Appeal we 
could double the c ircu la tio n .

“ When I  f i r s t  s ta rted  to sell 
the paper I  had a num ber of 
friends  who refused to take i t

when I  o ffered i t  to them  fo r  
nothing. Now they are re g u la r 
readers and like  the p a p e r !"— 
H ow ard Stum p, Appeal ageht 
of Q uakertow n, Pa.

♦ + *
NEW  A P P E A L  PO STER :

T a lk  about your la tes t sum 
m er creations fro m  P a ris ! The 
Appeal P oster Shop is now a t 
w o rk  on Its la test c rea tion  in  
the fo rm  of an A - l poster. 
Com rade R . who is d ire c tin g  
the w ork  te lls  us. “ I t ’s the best 
y e t ! ”  F ro m  a p re lim in a ry  
v iew  o f i t  we can agree.

Th is  poster w il l  be sent ou t 
in q u an tity  to a ll branches in 
about one w eek ’s tim e . W atch 
fo r i t  and m ake good use of i t !  

*  * *
Subscrip tions fe l l  'off sha rp ly  

th is week. We hope th a t th is  
isn ’t  an e a rly  sign o f the sum 
m e r s lum p ! H e re ’s the record  
fo r the week:

N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y ........ 8
C aliforn ia ........................  8
P ennsylvan ia  .................. 3
Ohio ...................................  3
M a ry la n d  .......................... 3
Massachusetts ................ 2
New Y o rk  S ta te ..............  l
New je rs e y  ...................... 1
N o rth  D akota .................. 1

T o ta l .............................. 30
* * •

The fo llow ing  branches in 
creased th e ir bundle orders : 

<l) Los Angeles is ta k in g  25 
m ore per issue fo r  a to ta l o f 
150. John M urphy , by the w ay, 
is itia k lh g  grOat s tr ides  to 
w ards W iping out com ple te ly  
the old debt owed by L . A.

(2) The new Y .P .S .L . u n it o f 
MadiSon, W ise., has jum ped a ll 
the w ay fro m  10 copies per is 
sue to 30 copies. D. Thorpe is 
the new lite ra tu re  agent fo r 
the un it.

New York Bill Denies 
Teachers Freie Speech; 
A ll Labor Is Menaced

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
A L B A N Y ,A p ril 19— Lejgisla- 

tion  a n tic ip a tin g  the m ili ta ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip  w h ich  w il l  be 
clam ped down upon the U nited 
States when Roosevelt plunges 
in to  the com ing w a r has passed 
the stage of “ cons idera tion ”  by 
c a p ita lis t po litic ians  and is now 
in  process of being w ritte n  
down on the sta tu te  books fo r 
im m ed ia te  use aga inst progres
sives.

Today the New Y o rk  State 
Assem bly passed by a vote of 
107 to 27 the u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  
Devaney b ill,  w h ich ostensib ly 
p roh ib its  the em ploym ent by 
the S late or in  th'e teach ing sys
tem s of persons advocating  the 
ove rth row  o f the A m erican  
governm ent.

In  re a lity  th ’e b il l  is  designed 
to p ro h ib it free  Speech and es
pec ia lly  t'O p reven t school 
teach'erS from exp la in ing  any
th ing  to th e ir pup ils  bu t w ha t is 
d ic ta ted  by the representatives 
of W all S tree t s itt in g  in  the 
stat'e cap ito l a t A lbany,

The lahguage of the bevahfey 
b ill appa ren tly  covers a m uch 
w ide r scope than the ndtOHous 
M cNabde b ill whi'ch is now irt 
com h iittee . The. M cNabde b ili 
sp e c ifib a lly  s tr ikes  a t "C o m 
m un is ts ,”  whereas the D evan
ey b ill-p ro sc rib e s  advbcd'cy of 
a ll "a n ti-A m e rica n  is m s ."  B u t 
both b ills  are a like  d irected  
aga inst the forces of labor and 
progress.

Anti-W ar Speeches W in  
Crowd from  A.S. U .Rally

(S pecia l to  the  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
BOSTON, A p r il 20—I t  took 

on ly one m em ber o f the Young 
People’s S oc ia lis t League 
(F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l) to w in  
the en tire  c fow d aw ay fro m  a 
jingo  A m erican  S tudent U nion 
m eeting held here on the Com
mon on A p r il 20—the day o f the 
student s tr ike s  aga inst w ar.

John H a m ilton , an ex-Y rC fL .“  
er, and now the organ ize r of 
the Boston Y .P .S .L . mounted 
a peafch basket on ly  50 fee t 
away fro m  the la rge  S ta lin is t 
p ro -w ar ra lly . The on ly  one in 
his audience was com rade Bes
sie Schlossberg. The audience 
and the speaker decided to 
open the m eeting w ith  a song, 
and they §ang a duet o f "B a n k 
er and B oss", a w o rke rs ’ song 
of so lid a rity .

A ll eyes turned tow a rd  H am 
ilto n  as he s ta rted  to speak. In  
a few  m inutes the m a jo r p o r
tion  of the crow d th a t had been 
lis ten ing  to the p ro -w ar speech
es of the A.S.U. o ra to rs  moved 
over to the Y .P .S .L . m eeting 
to lis ten  to H am ilton . The S ta l
in is ts  became fra n tic . They 
had gathered th e if c row d by 
h ir in g  busses and b ring ing  
down a ll the , students fro m  
H a rva rd , R a d c iiffe , W ellesley, 
S im m ons Colleges th a t would 
come to hear the speakers on 
the Common. B u t th is  lone 
young soc ia lis t, who kep t te l l
ing  the crow d how to f ig h t w a r 
by fig h tin g  ca p ita lis in . had won

the en tire  audience aw ay fro m  
the A.S.U. m eeting in  a few  
m inu tes ' tim e .

C al! t lie  Cops
F in d in g  them selves w ithou t 

any lis teners, the S ta lin is t lead
ers, ih  tru e  ra t- lik e  fashion, 
ca lled the cops and demanded 
th a t they silence H a m ilton , 
c la im in g  th a t the Y ipse l o ra 
to r had no p e rm it to  speak. 
B u t H a m ilto n  was v ic to r o f the 
day in  every  respect. He 
whipped out his speaker’s pe r
m it  and in  a loud and c lea r 
voice harangued aga inst the 
w ar mortgers fo r the n e x t th ir 
ty - five  m ihutes.

By th a t tim e  the m a in  speak
ers had a rr ive d . H a m ilto n  in 
troduced John Poulos,- C .I.O . 
o rgariizer of Lynn , who con tin 
ued te llin g  how w a r cduld be 
averted by a re lentless s tru g 
gle aga inst the w a r m akers— 
the c a p ita lis t class. Poulos was 
fo llow ed by George M athews, 
o rgan izer o f the H a rva rd  So
c ia lis t League (F o u rth  In te r 
na tiona l) who rushed fro m  an 
an ti-w a r m eeting on the H a r
va rd  cam pus to speak on the 
Common.

In  the m eantim e, the A.S.U. 
rea lized th a t the Y .P .S .L . 
speakers were too m uch com 
pe tition  fo r them , and they 
closed the m eeting e a rly . The 
crow d rem ained to hear the 
S bc ia lis t speakers u n til the 
Y .P .S .L . closed the m eeting 
m any hours la te r.

Congressional Investigators 
Launch W .P .A . "Red" Hunt

ANNOUNCEMENTS
G IR L  W ISHES ROOM ih  m od

ern, qu ie t home o r share 
apa rtm en t. B rook lyn  p re 
fe rre d . W rite  cte S ocia lis t 
Appeal.

W ASH IN G TO N, D . C.
C. L . R . JA M E S, au thor of 

“ B ldck  Jacob ins”  & “ W orld 
R evo lu tion ,”  w il l  speak on 
"T H E  CO M ING  W A R .”  
Wednesday, M ay 3, 8:15 p .m . 
918 U  St., N ,W . Auspices: 
New W orkers Schdol.

Get Yoiir APPEAL 
A t the Newsstand

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y , A p r il 26. 

—Agents Of the Congressional 
C om riiittee  inves tiga ting  the 
W .P .A . a ttem pted to v io la te  
the law , i t  was learned las t 
n igh t; in  th e ir e ffo rts  to un- 
.edver “ reds”  among the w o rk 
ers em ployed on the Federa l 
A rts  P ro jec ts  in  th is  c ity .

A fte r d is tr ib u tin g  copies o f a 
questionnaire  am ong 100 p e r
sons em ployed a t the p ro je c t, 
dem anding am ong o ther ques
tions, the union and p o lit ica l 
a ff ilia tio n s  d f the w orkers , the 
co m m itte e ’s a tto rney, H . R alph 
B u rton , who has served as 
counsel fo r the u ltra -re a c tio n 
a ry  D aughters o f the A m erican  
R evolu tion and o ther w ea lthy  
p a tr io tic  groups, tr ie d  to o rde r 
the W .P .A . p ro je c t to m im eo
graph his questionnaire  and 
d is tr ib u te  i t  to the w orkers.

A ccord ing  to Congressional 
ac t i t  is sp e c ifica lly  fo rb idden  
to the W .P .A . to d is tr ib u te  or 
prepare  any in q u iry  in to  the 
p o lit ica l o r o rgan iza tiona l a f f i l i 
a tions of its  w o rke rs . The law  
fo rb ids  d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst 
re lie f w orkers  because o f race, 
re lig ion , po litics , o r union 
m em bership.

The s ix teenth  and la s t ques
tion  of M r. B u rto n ’s question
na ire  read : “ A re  you a m em 
ber o f any a lliance , associa

tion, society o r uhion? Nam e 
a ll. State am ount of dues pa id . 
State how often m eetings are 
held. State who so lic ited  you 
fo r m em bersh ip .”

O ther questions a ttem pted to 
d iscover the past professional 
background o f the w orkers , to 
m ake a com parison of th e ir  
present W .P .A . com pensation 
w ith  the sums they earned in 
p riva te 'em p loym en t, and to de
te rm ine  th e ir  b irthp lace  and 
c itizensh ip  status.

The Red H e rr in g  
One of the m a jo r e ffo rts  of 

the present “ in ve s tig a tio n ”  o f 
W .P .A . and re lie f by the House 
com m ittee  headed by the no
to rious R epresentative Wood- 
ru m  who is a b itte r opponent 
of any and a ll re lie f a p p ro p ri
ations, is to prove th a t re c ip i
ents of re lie f are “ reds”  and 
should there fore  be th ro w n  in 
to the streets to sta rve .

A “ re d ”  in  the eyes Of Con
gressm an W oodrum  is anyone 
who does not salute the A m e r
ican fla g  three tim es a day. 
doesn’t  w an t to go to w a r to 
f ig h t fo r  ca p ita lis t p ro fits , be
longs to a union, o r m akes less 
than a C ongressm an’s sa la ry ,

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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World's Fair Tate
You Have probab ly  seeh photographs in  the 

papers o f the Soviet pa v ilio n  a t the New Y o rk  
W orld ’s F a ir :  a tow ering  m onstros ity , s tre a m 
lined  up to an enorm ous statue o f a m an in  
ove ra lls  ho ld ing  a lo ft, in  a S ta tue-o f-L iberty  
a ttitude , a la rge  s ta r. The a rch ite c t iS B o ris  
Y ofan, m ost renowned o f present-day Soviet 
a rch itects, who did a s im ila r  job  fo r  the Paris 
E xposition , subs titu ting  fo r the m ah in  ove r
a lls  a p a ir o f m uscu la r young people ih  shorts.

Y ofan also did the Palace of the Soviets ih  
Moscow, whose colonnaded tie rs  rise lift iiltte 
a huge w edding cake to fo rm  a pedhstal fo r 
a g ig a n tic  statue o f Len in . T h a t there  is 
som ething es the tica lly  grotesque in  a bu ild ihg  
se rv ing  as the pedestal o f a statue—and What 
statues !— th is  b it  o f g ra m m a r school a rch ite c 
tu ra l lo re  has ye t to penetrate the Russian 
steppes.

A t any ra te , there is qu ite  a s to ry  connected 
w ith  Y o fa n ’s la tes t m onstros ity . I t  seems— 
accord ing to some one who Should krioto— 
th a t m any months ago a p a ir  o f Soviet a rc h i
tects a rr iv e d  in  th is  coun try  w ith  a b lah  fo r 
a Soviet bu ild ing  a t the F a ir . Th is  was sub
m itte d  to the F a ir ’s a rch ite c tu ra l bOatd, 
Wh'ch, as is the rou tine , c ritic ise d  i t  and sug
gested Certain chariges so as to b rir ig  i t  iritO 
harm ony w ith  the su rrourid irig  bUildirtgs. The 
a rch itec ts  w ent back to Moscow, ahd no m ore 
has been heard over here o f e ithe r o f them .

T h is  w in te r Y ofan and an associate, K . S. 
A lab ian , a rr iv e d  in  New Y o rk  and presented 
an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t p lan. On exam in ing  th is  
one, the F a ir 's  a rch ite c tu ra l board found th a t 
its  ground p lan  was some f i f t y  fee t b igger 
than the space a llo tted  to the bu ild ing  and, 
fu rth e rm o re , th a t its  cen tra l tow er, bearing 
the w orkm an-and-star, was one hundred ancj 
e igh ty  ifeet h igh, w h ich  was ju s t one hundred 
feet h igher th rin  the top l im it  w h ich  had been 
set fo r  a ll governm enta l bu ild ings a t the F a ir . 
The board was, there fore , about to re tu rn , the 
p lans w ith  a request fo r d ras tic  revisions 
when a w ire  camfe fro m  the State D epartm ent 
in  W ashington.

Its  genera l g is t was th a t the tw o previous 
a rch itec ts  had been 'liq u id a te d  because th e ir 
p lan  had been c ritic ise d , and th a t i t  w ould be 
m uch apprecia ted i f  the Yofan-A Iab ian  plans 
could be approved by the board w ithou t any 
m a jo r changes. So the board, being k in d ly  
fe llow s, le t the tow er stand—it  is the second 
h ighest s tru c tu re  a t the F a ir ,  being eclipsed 
on ly by the T ry lo n  its e lf—and, to g ive room  
fo r the e x tra  f i f t y  feet of ground space, moved 
over thfcee ad jo in ing  bu ild ings, one of them  
being, in c id e n ta lly , the Japanese pav ilion . 
Y ofan re tu rned  in  tr iu m p h  to Moscow, where 
he was f i t t in g ly  honored. And jUst before he 
sa ile d ,1 he gave to the press an in te rv ie w  in 
w h ich  he made a num ber o f contem ptuous re 

m arks  about the bourgeois a rch itec ts  o f the 
U nited States.

Footnote on the Romanovs
“ M ore than 600 volumes of ea rly  n ineteenth 

ce rttu ry  fic tio n  w hich came fro m  the Im p e ria l 
L ib ra ry  a t Tsarskoe-Selo have been purchased 
by the U n ive rs ity  L ib ra ry . . . . The books 
came fro m  th a t section o f the p riva te  lib ra ry  
o f N icholas I I  w h ich was housed in  the A le x 
ander Palace. There they m ust have re 
m ained on the shelves, und isturbed by the 
cu rio s ity  o f the E m anc ipa to r or o f his de
scendants. O therw ise, i t  is ha rd  to account 
fo r th e ir  am azing ly  fresh  condition, the com 
pleteness o f the sets and the fa c t th a t m any 
o f them  are found in  the o rig in a l paper covers 
ju s t as they were issued ." F ro m  The P rin ce 
ton A lu n in i W eekly, A p r il 15, 1938.

More Afterthoughts
In  m y  ro le of u n o ffic ia l c r it ic  and rev iew er 

o f S.W.P. dem onstra tions. I  found m yse lf the 
o ther n ig h t on the cam pus o f the C ity  College 
o f New Y o rk , ta k in g  in  the Y ipse ls ’ an ti-w ar 
s tr ike . The m eeting was held outside one of 
the college bu ild ings, and a ttrac ted  perhaps 
tw o hundred people. The S ta lin ized A m erican  
Students U nion, w h ich  fo r good reasons the 
college au tho ritie s  "re cogn ize ”  as the o ff ic ia l 
a n ti-w a r student group, held its  rheeting at 
the same tim e , in the G rea t H a ll o f the co l
lege, With Joseph P. Lash and Heywddu BroUn 
as the ch ie f speakers. I  poked m y nose in to 
the G rea t H a ll long enough to estim ate the 
attendance there a t about 1,000. The contrast 
between these figu res  is sad, bu t i t  re flec ts  
no d isc re d it on the Y ipse ls. They had p lenty 
o f banners, red fla re  ligh ts , and slogans chant
ed in  unison, as w e ll as some exce llen t speak
ers. The sm allness o f the crow d they drew  
s im p ly  re flec ts  the g rea t s trides the w a r s p ir it  
has made on our campuses.

There is, however, one c r lt ic is ih  I  would 
like  to m ake. In  the e a rly  p a rt of the m eeting, 
a num ber o f S ta lin is ts  stood oh the fringes  of 
the crow d and shouted appeals to passing 
students to go to th e ir  m eeting. These cries 
were so loud as to m ake i t  ha rd  to hear the 
speakers. F in a lly , a few  s ta lw a rt comrades 
presented them selves before the d is rup te rs  
and, w ith o u t hav ing  to a c tu a lly  use force, 
were able to convince them  th e ir place was 
elsewhere. A fte r th a t, the m eeting w ent on 
peacefu lly . I  should say th a t th is  should have 
been done m uch sooner, and th a t on ly such a 
show o f fo rce—however m uch the danger of 
b reak ing  up the m eeting e n tire ly—w il l  silence 
such d is tu rbers . I  say th is  rea liz ing  quite 
w e ll, o f course, th a t fo rce—or even the th re a t 
o f i t— is a two-edged weapon a t ra d ica l m eet
ings.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T OF TH E  PAST
• --  1 5 -■ - EMANUEL GARRETT

AUG UST SPIES*
(Pec. 10, 1855— IldrigecI, Nov. 11, 1887)

‘ ‘B a rba rians , savages, ill ite ra te , ig rio ran t 
A narch is ts  fro m  C entra l Europe, men who 
cannot com prehend the s p ir it  of our free 
A m erican  in s titu tio n s ” —of these A ugust Spies, 
was proud to acknowledge h im se lf one.

TO his prosecutors and defam ers Spies ad
m itted  his “ m is ta ke ” — he had chosen his place 
of b ir th  unw isely. B orn in  Landeck, G erm any 
(hence, a “ fo re ig n e r” ) he did not em ig ra te  
to the U n ited  States u n til a fte r his fa th e r ’s 
death, when lie  was a lready 17 years old. T h a t 
d isqua lified  h im , said pa trio ts , fro m  advocat
ing hurrlan lib e rty .

The Spies fa m ily  was not e xa c tly  a w ea lthy 
one, bu t i t  lived  in  com fortab le  c ircum stances. 
H is  fa the r, a fo res te r, was able to p rovide his 
sons w ith  p riva te  tu to rs , and o ther luxu ries  
denied the usual w o rk ing  m an. T h lis  i t  was 
th a t Spies had no contact w ith  the p ro le ta r ia t, 
that, is w ith  the m ise ry  th a t is the p ro ie k r id t’s, 
u n til a fte r he had a rr ive d  in  Am 'erica.

A Worker Among Workers
S ettling  a t f i r s t  in  New Y o rk , he learned the 

fu rn itu re  business. W ith in  a year he moved to 
Chicago where, w o rk ing  in  a fa c to ry  he be
cam e fu lly  conscious of the shocking condi
tions under w hich men lived  and w orked. 
W ork, he d iscovered, was a p riv ile g e  meted 
out by id le rs  to those whom  i t  w ished to em
ploy when p ro fits  were to be gained.

In  1875 a fr ie n d  in v ite d  h im  to attend a lec
tu re  on S ocia lism  given by the W ork ingm en ’s 
P a rty  of I ll in o is . O f a sudden he rea lized th a t 
here was the answer to the questions he had 
been asking. S tudying w ha t soc ia lis t lite ra tu re  
was ava ilab le , he became a convinced soc ia l
is t and jo ined the Socia lis tic  Labo r P a rty  ih  
1877. A t the same tim e  he jo ined the “ Leh r 
and W ehr V e re in ” , an arm ed body o f 1,560 
W ell-d i'ilied w orkers  organized in  reaction  to 
the m any vic ious assaults on w orkers  by po
lice  and m ilitia -m e n  d u ring  th a t year. The 
p a tr ic ia n s , them selves protected by th e ir 
a rm ed state services, placed a ban oh the 
bearing  of a rm s, and the Vere in  was d is
banded.

Several tim es Spies ran  fo r o ffice  on the 
soc ia lis t t ic ke t. R u t like  a good m any of his 
com rades a t the tim e  who became d is illu 
sioned w ith  the uses of the b a llo t box, the key 
to w h ic h 'la y  in  the bosses’ pocket, he tu rned 
aga inst p o lit ic a l action com ple te ly , adhering 
to the a ria rch is t w ing  o f the w o rke rs ’ m ove
m ent. Thus, fa ilin g  to nnderstand the lim ite d , 
ye t im p o rta n t, va lue of the b a llo t box in  w o rk 
ing  class ag ita tion , he gave up th a t fie ld  of 
action  com p le te ly  a fte r a few  so rry  expe ri
ences and thereby cu t h im se lf o ff fro m  a v ita l 
means of propaganda.

The S .L.P . began in  1880 the pub lica tion  of 
the “ A rb e ite r Z e it iin g "  as a d a ily . Spiel's be
gan w ith  the “ Z e itu n g " as business m anager 
and then became ed ito r, w o rk in g  in te rm inab le  
hours each day, u n til his a rre s t on M ay 5, 1886.

A c tive  in  b u ild ing  re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rke rs ’ 
clubs in  Chicago, a lead ing a g ita to r fo r  the

* W ritte n  in  co llabora tion  w ith  Sam P ortnoy.

e ight-hbur day like  h is fe llo w  m a rty r , A lb e rt 
Parsons, Spies was a popu la r fig u re  among 
w o rke r m ilita n ts . H is  b r i l l ia n t o ra to ry  endear
ed h im  to thousands upon thousands Of w o rk 
ers. As a  speaker he was known in  v ir tu a lly  
every  in d u s tr ia l c ity  in  the coun try . T ra ve llin g  
around, he jo ined in  m any battles of the w o rk 
ers exposing th e ir  p lig h t, pub lic iz ing  then- 
strugg les.

Spies was present when oh M ay 3, 1886 the 
P inke rtons  and the police swooped down on 
the s tr ike rs  a t the M cC orm ick  R eaper p lan t 
who w ere “ educa ting ”  the scabs in  th e ir  own 
w ay. M any s tr ik e rs  fe ll under the P inkerton  
and police gun fire ! Spies le ft  fo r  h is news
paper o ffice  im m e d ia te ly . H ere he w ro te  d 
p roc lam a tion  to the w ork ingm en  of Chicago. 
Ofie of the type-setters added the slogan “ Re
ve n g e !”  w h ich  Spies la te r had rem oved, 
though i t  has come to be known as the “ Re
venge C irc u la r .”  A c a ll fo r a p ro test m eeting 
in  H a ym a rke t Square was published in  his 
paper.

Spies a rr ive d  la te  a t the m eeting, as a G er
m an speaker he had expected to speak last. 
The m eeting hav ing  not ye t been opened he 
ca lled  i t  to o rde r in  a sm a lle r loca tion. P a r
sons, F ie lden  and others spoke. D etectives 
ordered the m eeting stopped. The speakers re- 
fusd. A  bom b was th row n. Police were in 
ju re d  and e igh t m en were arrested . The g rea t 
H a ym a rke t Case had begum

Spies along w ith  others of his com rades 
was sentenced to be hanged. When sentence 
was pronounced the co u rt asked h im  i f  he 
had any th ing  to say. He spoke fo r tw o hours. 
“ In  addressing th is  cou rt I  speak as the rep 
resentative of one class to the representatives 
of another. . . . ‘M y  defense is you r accusa
tion , the causes of m y  a lleged c rim e  your 
h is to ry .’ ”

W hile in  ja il ,  w a itin g  fo r  sentence to be 
executed. Spies was v is ited  by a young woman 
who had come to the t r ia l  to see “ beasts”  and 
saw  instead men who were s a c rific in g  th e ir 
lives  fo r  hu m a n ity . She th e re a fte r devoted a ll 
her e ffo rts  to the free ing  of the m en. H er 
fr iendsh ip  w ith  Spies having  grow n she be
came his w ife  so th a t there w ould be less 
obstacles p u t before her in  her w o rk  fo r the 
H a ym a rke t M a rty rs . The bourgeois press 
seethed w ith  fu ry  and s lim e . She had m a r
ried , no t a fa t, old money-bag, bu t a fig h te r 
in  freedom ’s cause.

A Voice Pierces the Silence
As the day o f execution approached and the 

appeals fo r pardon were ignored, Spies was 
p reva iled  upon, together w ith  tw o o ther de
fendants, to  su b m it a pe tition  fo r clem ency. 
B u t he soon repud ia ted  the pe tition  o f which 
he was ashamed in  a le tte r in  w hich he p ro 
posed th a t he be hanged and the others freed. 
The others were no t freed. Two were sent to 
ja i l ;  f iv e  to the ga llow s; one had com m itted  
suicide.

The hangm an placed the b lack hood over 
Spies’ head. In . th a t s ile n t m om ent before the 
rope was cu t, Spies’ p ie rc ing  voice shattered 
the s ilence: “ There w il l  come a tim e  when 
our s ilence w il l  be m ore pow erfu l than the 
vbices. you s trang le  today .”

Hitler Swaps Demagogy with Roosevelt
FDR SIGNS HUGE 
PLANES BI LL,  
ASKS FOR MORE
Generals Spend Fifty 

Millions for War 
Machines

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l) 
W ASHINGTO N, A p ril 26.— 

—W ith in  an hour a fte r P res i
dent Roosevelt signed in to  law  
today the $549,000,000 W ar De
pa rtm e n t app rop ria tion  b ill, 
die W ar D epartm ent shovelled 
out $50,000,000 o f i t  in one s in 
gle record -b reak ing  o rde r fo r 
571 bom bing, pu rsu it, in te r
ceptor, and photographic w ar 
planes.

Th is  purchase is bu t the f ir s t  
step in  a landslide o f orders 
w hich w il l  p resen tly  be fo r th 
com ing, accord ing  to Louis 
Johnson, A ss is tan t S ecre tary 
of W ar, to treb le  the a rm y ’s 
a ir  s treng th  by increasing  i t  
to m ore than 6,000 planes.

The order ca lls  fo r pianes of 
the la test super-designs, k i l l 
ing  planes b u ilt to tra ve l 400 
m iles an hour, to destroy 
planes o f o ther c a p ita lis t ban
d its  a t vast d istances, and 
c a rry  enorm ous loads of 
bombs.

M ore Futtds fo r N avy 
S till another developm ent irt 

R oosevelt’s w a r preparations 
was a request fro m  the P res i
dent th a t Congress appropria te  
$31,621,000 to begin the im m e 
d ia te  construction  o f a chain 
of nava l bases in  the P a c ific , 
A laska, Puerto  R ico and con
tinen ta l U n ited  States.

The la rg e s t app rop ria tion  
fo r w a r since the dem obiliza
tion of the A m erican  E xped i
tiona ry  Force, $549,600,000 was 
rushed to com pletion in  record 
haste fo llow ing  its  passage by 
Congress on ly  yesterday. Gen
e ra lly  a few  days elapse be
tween the passage o f a b ill and 
its  s ign ing  by the President.

Congressmen who have been 
posing as “ econom y-m inded" 
in  th e ir d rive  to -s la sh  funds 
fo r the re lie f o f the unem ployed 
were g leefu l a t the sw iftness 
w ith  w hich they were able to 
dum p m ore than h a lf a b illio n  
do lla rs  in  one b ill in to  Roose
v e lt ’s w a r m achine.

-• R eorganiz ing A rm y  
As a fu r th e r w a r measure, 

S ecre tary o f W ar W oodring, 
announced th a t he w il l  ask 
Congress w ith in  the nex t few  
days fo r au thoriza tion  to t r im  
the dcadwood out o f the o ff ice r 
corps o f the U n ited  States 
a rm y . He wishes im m e d ia te ly  
to sub ject 7,890 o ffice rs  o f the 
a rm y  to r ig id  exam inations 
th a t w ould e lim ina te  m ost of 
them  in  fa vo r of younger, m ore 
vigorous blood.

BENDIXCO. COUPON 
CLIPPERS GET ALONG

Stockholders of the B end ix 
A v ia tio n  co rpo ra tion  were in 
fo rm ed a few  days ago th a t 
the net p ro f it  fo r the f ir s t  q u a r
te r o f the year w il l  to ta l $1,000,- 
000.

The im p rovem en t in  p ro fits , 
said V incen t B end ix, president, 
came fro m  a “ com bination  of 
favorab le  fa c to rs ,"  la rg e ly  the 
resu lt o f the “ na tiona l defense 
p ro g ra m ”  w h ich  “ w il l  ta x  to 
the l im i t  the increased capac ity  
of our a irc ra f t  d iv is ions du ring  
the la s t h a lf o f the y e a r.”

M r. B end ix  d id no t announce 
an increase in wages to go w ith  
the increase in  dividends.

Wants Share o f Spoils; 
Omits Mention o f USSR

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
ing  in  the nam e o f the d if fe r 
ent groups of cap ita lis ts  whom 
they represent, they are ta lk 
ing about m arke ts , colonies, 
p ro fits , and super-p ro fits , fo r 
which they are a ll ready to 
fig h t to the la s t drop of blood 
of the w orkers o f a ll countries.

T h a t is w hy th is  th rea ten ing  
w ar has no th ing in  com m on 
w ith  the in terests o f the w o rk 
ers o f any land. I t  is noth ing 
but the cu lm ina tion  on a vast 
in te rna tiona l scale o f the v ile  
greed th a t m otiva tes the bosses 
whose sole d im js  to rob each 
Other where and how they  cah 
w hile  jo in t ly  keeping the w o rk 
ers ground down to a m in im u m  
standard  o f l iv in g  and low er 
s ti l l.

Roosevelt’s M otive
Roosevelt made his “ peace”  

plea no t because he re a lly  ex
pected H it le r  to take  h im  up 
but because he Wanted io  
"m ake  the re co rd ”  and able to

say la te r on to the A m erican  
w orkers th a t he had done “ ev
e ry th in g  possib le”  to m a in ta in  
peace In  his re p ly  H it le r  sang 
the same tune, on ly  fro m  the 
opposite side o f the fence. He 
too c la im ed to be an aposj-le 
of peace. He too averred  th a t 
he hated w ar. M eanw hile  he 
made p la in  th a t w a r was com 
ing  anyw ay.

B e rlin  axis. Despite insp ired  
reports  to the co n tra ry , the 
ro le o f Russia in  th is  set-up re 
m ained as unc lear as ever.

M aiSky “ E xp la in s ”
Passing th rough Copenhagen 

oh his w ay back to Londdrt, 
Soviet Am bassador Iva n  M a is 
k y  said M oscow ’s position was 
“ p e rfe c tly  c le a r.”  Th is  m eant, 
he added, th a t in  case o f ag
gression, the Soviet Union 
w ould “ come to the a id  of 
E u rope .”  E iirdpe  a t present 
being d iv ided  in to  tw o cam ps 
ge tting  ready fo r  w a r, the am 
bassador’s s ta tem ent re a lly  
came as som ething of a new 
record ih  a m b ig u ity . R um an ia , 
on its  p a rt, was s t i l l  agonizing
ly  unce rta in  about w h ich  bed to 
ju m p  in to , and T u rke y  s t i l l  
stood cautious ly  on the outside, 
w a itih g  to see w ha t Russia 
would do.

In  G rea t B r ita in  the conscrip 
tion  m easure was rushed 
through a co m p lia n t House of 
Commons. The C ham berla in  
governm ent addressed its e lf to 
(he task o f f l ic k in g  over the 
feeble “ opposition”  to the 
m easure reg iste red by the o f
f ic ia l Labo r P a rty  and trades 
union leadersh ip . Th is  d id  not 
invo lve  p repara tions fo r  c rush
ing  s tr ikes , fo r the la b o r bu
reaucra ts  have no in ten tion  o f 
re a lly  w ag ing  ariy m ilita n t 
s trugg le  aga inst the a tte m p t to 
yoke the B r itis h  w orkers to the 
w a r m achine.

C abinet Re-Shuffle
No, i t  m e re ly  m eant plans to 

re-shuffle  the cab ine t to make 
its  personnel a l it t le  m ore pe r
sona lly  p leasing to the Labo r- 
ites—who, a fte r a ll, have been 
louder than any d u ring  the past 
year, in  dem anding an aggres
sive w a r po licy .

The o ther means being used 
to m ake conscrip tion  pa la tab le  
is a p rom ise la te r on to l im i t  
w a r p ro fits  and p reven t p ro f i
tee ring—although as Cham ber- 
la in  h im se lf adm itted  in  Com 
mons, the governm ent has 
been fin d in g  i t  e x trem e ly  d if 
f ic u lt  to do th is , and anyw ay, 
does not w ish to discourage 
the m un itions m akers!

M A R IE  R U BEN S

L.N.P.L. CbhV£riti&n 
Surprised by Stand 
For Workers Politics
Special to  the  S oc ia lis t A bb ’e a l)
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delegates c la im in g  to represent 
85,000 w orkers  recen tly  m e t a t 
thp second annual convention 
o f th is  s ta te ’s L a b o r’s Non- 
P a rtisan  League. A de fin ite  
sen tim en t fo r  independent 
class p o lit ics  em erged, b u t got 
i lt t le  encouragem ent.

M any la rge  unions se iit only 
observers to the convention be
cause d isgust w ith  the League 
po licy  Of p lay ing  b a ll w ith  the 
no to rious ly  re a c tio n a ry  D em o
c ra tic  m achine in  th is  state 
s t i l l  p reva iled  am ong m any 
unionists.

E l l  P . O live r, na tiona l execu
tive  v ice president o f the 
League, m entioned the possi
b i l i ty  th a t i f  the D em ocra tic  
P a rty  did no t nom inate  a 
" fr ie n d  o f la b o r”  the L .N .P .L . 
w ould ru n  an independent can
didate . The s to r ir i o f applause 
th a t greeted th is  h in t o f inde
pendent class po lit ics  g rea tly  
su rp rised  O iive r.

Nevertheless, w h ile  speaking 
in  h is usual bellicose te rm s, 
the F u eh re r le f t  the door wide, 
open to any deal th a t he m ig h t 
be able to e x tra c t fro m  his 
bad ly-frigh tened  r iva ls . He o f
fered new prom ises, new  p ledg
es, of various kinds, and said 
th a t i f  G e rm a n y ’s demands 
were sa tis fied  he was w illin g  
to ta lk  th ings over.

Passing the B uck
In  th is  w ay he has succeeded 

in  th row ing  the ba ll back to 
his adversaries and p lac ing  
upon them  the onus o f e ithe r 
o ffe ring  H it le r  a deal o r push
ing  ahead fo r  im m ed ia te  w ar.

I t  was obvious, in  any case, 
th a t D anzig  is the n e x t ite m  
on the agenda. The B ritis h  
and F rench  are try in g  to get 
Poland to agree to g ive up 
D anzig  w ithou t a strugg le  in  
o rde r to avoid hav ihg  the w ar 
issue fo rced over the question 
of re tU rn ihg  to the R eich a c ity  
th a t is no t on ly ove rw he lm ing 
ly  G erm an b h t w hich is a l
ready under Nazi contro l. 
W hether the Poles w il l  g ive in  
rem ains to be seen in  the im 
m ediate  fu tu re .

M eanw hile  the B r it is h  d ip lo 
m a tic  offensive to fo rm  an en
c irc lin g  bloc of powers made 
l it t le  headway aga inst the 
counter-offensive o f the Rome-

I f  You Can't Make It  
By Hitchhiking  
Charter a Plane

Jam es Roosevelt, son of 
P res ident F ra n k lin  D., received 
an in v ita tio n  w h ile  vaca tion ing  
ih  London to dine w ith  K in g  
George and Queen E lizabe th . 
B u t he delayed depa rting  fo r 
the appo in tm ent u n til i t  was 
too la te  to go by re g u la r tra n s 
porta tion .

Th is , however, d id  no t daunt 
Jam es, in  whose veins flow s 
the resource fu l blood o f the 
Roosevelts. He charte red  a 
p riva te  plane and fle w  to 
W indsor.

I t  cost h im  app ro x im a te ly  
$315 fo r tra nspo rta tion  alone to 
fu l f i l l  his engagem ent w ith  the 
ro ya l George and Low zie—but 
a fte r a ll he a rr iv e d  in  tim e  fo r 
the eats and th a t ’s ju s t as im  
po rtan t to the blue-blooded 
Roosevelt c lan as ta k in g  an
o ther slash a t the re lie f funds 
of the unem ployed.

Tired of No Job?
You Can Always 
Hang Yourself

When dawn came over the 
B ronx , New Y o rk , the other 
m orn ing , the body o f D av id  
M anaker, twerity-sieven years 
old. was d iscovered sw ing ing  
by the neck fro m  the branch 
of a tree ih  C rotona P a rk  be
tween Crotona Avenue and F u l
ton Street.

Po lice a rr iv e d  in  response to 
ca lls  and cu t the body down.

A fte r search ing h is pbekets 
and d iscovering  a ca rd  o f the 
B ro n x  E ye and E a r H osp ita l 
and a ca rd  issued by the N a
tio n a l Shpe W orkers Union, 
police f in a lly  got down to tlie  
bo ttom  of his w o rld ly  posses
sions— a single five  cent piece 
ahd . . .  a social se cu rity  card.

Police defeided th a t a ppa ren t
ly  M anaker was w ith o u t w o rk  
and had no home. They ca lled  
it  a case of suic ide and sent 
the body to the m orgue.

S. W. P . CALLS A NTI-WAR CONVENTION
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

m ankind . The in te rests  and needs of the masses, of the 
w orkers  and poor fa rm e rs  and Colonial peoples, lie  arid lie  
only in  u n re m ittin g  strugg le  w ith in  every na tion  against the 
w a r and the w ar-m akers .

The w a r presents m ankind  w ith  an irrevocab le  a lte rn a 
tive . I f  the im p e ria lis ts  have th e ir  w ay, i f  they f ig h t th e ir 
w a r unchecked by th e ir  respective peoples then, no m a tte r 
w hich coa lition  em erges v ic to rious , tens o f m illio n s  w il l  be 
k ille d , m any m ore  m illio n s  wounded, inca lcu lab le  w ea lth  
destroyed, c ities  and countrysides devastated beyond re p a ir, 
a to ta lita r ia n  ty ra n n y  fastened on the backs o f every nation, 
and men th roughou t the w o rld  w il l  face the prospect o f a re 
tu rn  fo r decades and even centuries to a l ite ra l and hideous 
ba rba rism . One perspective and only one o ffe rs  a w ay out of 
th is  te r r ib le  p rospect: I f  the w orkers  and the masses of the 
people everyw here  un ite  in  opposition to the w a r of the im 
pe ria lis ts  aga inst m ankind , tra n s fo rm  th e ir  w a r in to  a w o rld 
w ide w a r o f the oppressed aga inst the oppressors, smash the 
whole ro tted  system  o f im p e ria lism  and bu ild  fro m  its  ru ins  
a tr iu m p h a n t new  soc ia lis t w o rld  of peace and abundance 
and freedom .

In  the face o f the new w a r, the peoples, who w il l  bear 
the aw fu l burden o f the w a r, find  them selves d iv ided  by the 
tra ito rs  w ith ir i th e ir  oWn ranks. In  advance of the w a r, the 
pa rties  o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l aga in  ac t w ith in  the w o rk 

ing  class as the agents o f the im p e ria lis ts  of th e ir  own coun
tr ie s , and sum m on the people to die on the im p e ria lis t b a ttle 
fie lds.

The T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l, founded in the s trugg le  against 
the la s t w a r, has com pleted its  degeneration. I t  is the ra rikes l 
and m ost poisonous chauv in is t fo rce  to be fouUd in  ihb  w o rld  
today.

N everthe less, un like  1914, when the b e tra ya l o f the Sec
ond In te rn a tio n a l cam e as an unantic ipa ted  shock w ith  no 
organized p repa ra tion  aga inst i t ,  today the fro n t lin e  of the 
fig h te rs  aga inst the w a r is a lready fo rm ed . The m ost con
scious and de term ined of the w orkers  s tru g g lin g  aga inst the 
w orld  w a r have jo ined ranks in  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, and 
on a w o rld  scale m a rch  fo rw a rd  w ith  a ll the streng th  o f an 
unim peachable re vo lu tio n a ry  p rog ram  and a sh in ing  banner 
th a t w il l  never be lowered.

The w a r c r is is  dom inates and determ ines every  other 
issue. The Socia list W orkers P a rty , A m erican  section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, ca lls  th is  convention as the A N T I-W A R  
C O N VE N TIO N  and sets as its  task the c la r if ic a t io n  and con
so lida tion  o f its  ranks fo r the suprem e task  now fac ing  the 
w o rke rs  of the U n ited  States arid the w o rld : the strugg le  
aga inst the w a r and the w ar-m akers .

National Cdthmittee 
Socialist Workers Party

DEFENSE AVOIDS 
WITNESS STAND 
IN RUBENS CASE
Fear Exposing G.P.U. 
Connections at N.Y. 

Passport Trial

By N A T  L E V IN E
(S pecia l to the  S oc ia lis t A ppea l)

N E W  Y O R K  — Im m e d ia te ly  
a fte r the governm ent rested its  
case on F rid a y , A p r i l  28, in  the 
consp iracy t r ia l  in vo lv in g  the 
issuance o f forged passports to 
eighteen men and women, 
among them  the Moscow im 
prisoned Robinson-Rubens cou
ple, counsel fo r the defense an
nounced to the press th a t i t  
would no t place the defendants 
Ossip G arber, E d w a rd  B la tt  
and Aaron S harfin  on the w it 
ness stand.

Th is  procedure is tan tam ount 
to th ro w in g  in  the sponge. 
F ro m  the opening date o f th is  
case, the defendants w ould not 
plead g u ilty  sirice a fo rm a l ad
m ission of g u ilt  w ould, in  e f
fec t, have m eant to concede 
the m ach ina tions of. the G .P .U . 
in  th is  coun try . F u rth e rm o re , 
in  o rde r a t th is  la te  date to 
p reven t any possible s lip  up 
w hich m ig h t revea l a connec
tion  w ith  the Sovie t Secret Po
lice , the defendants are being 
w ithhe ld  fro m  ta k in g  the w it
ness stand in  th e ir  own behalf. 
The la s t recourse in the s tra te 
gy of suppressing the re la tions 
of the th re &  m en w ith  the 
G .P .U . has been to p u t up a 
fo rm a l defense aga inst the 
charge of c r im in a l conspiracy.

Loy  W. Henderson, one-tim e 
S ecre tary of the A m erican  E m 
bassy a t Moscow who saw M rs . 
Rubens in  her LU bianka ce ll 
e a rly  in  1936, added noth ing  to 
th row  l ig h t on her a rre s t by 
the Soviet police.

Loy W. Henderson, attache 
to the A m erican  Em bassy in  
Moscow, in te rv iew ed  M rs . R ub
ens in  her L ub ianka  ce ll e a rly  
in  1938. D u rin g  the in te rv ie w  
w ith  Henderson, M rs . Rubens 
refused the p ro fe rre d  in te rve n 
tion  o f Em bassy o ffic ia ls  on 
her beha lf and w ould say no th
ing  to th row  lig h t on her a rres t.

Helped the G .P .U .
H e r re fusa l to accept the in 

te rven tion  o f E m bassy o ffic ia ls  
ind ica ted  th a t she was cooper
a ting  w ith  the G .P .U . ih  its  e f
fo rts  to hang the* T ro ts k y is t la 
bel on herse lf and her husband, 
a fte r w hich they w ould be lin k 
ed to G erm an-Japanese spies.

Since the Henderson in te r
v iew , a num ber o f illu m in a tin g  
facts  have com e 'to  l ig h t estab
lish ing  th a t a t every po in t in  
th e ir  A m erican  operations, the 
Rubens enjoyed the ac tive  co l
labo ra tion  o f A m erican  S ta lin 
ists. As every  day goes by, new 
fac ts  come to lig h t.

M ost recent of these is th a t 
D av id  M anko ff, fo r  m any years 
an associate o f the defendant 
E d w a rd  B la tt, was or is a 
m em ber of the Young Com
m un is t League whose a c tiv itie s  
have ranged fro m  th a t o f an 
o rgan izer fo r the S ta lin is t-con
tro lle d  In te rn a tio n a l Labo r De
fense to a re c ru ite r o f A m e r
ican  vo lunteers fo r the S ta lin 
ist-sponsored A b raham  L in co ln  
B rigade.

A lso of recen t note is th a t 
M a x  Schulm an was recen tly  a 
p roo freade r fo r  the  D a ily  
W orker. The name M ax Schul
m an appears in  the in d ic tm e n t 
as one to w hom  a passport was 
issued on O ctober 10, 1935.
P rosecritor Ignores C.P. T ie-up

I t  was gene ra lly  conceded 
among close observers o f the 
t r ia l  . th a t when Henderson 
took the stand, he w ould m a in 
ta in  com plete silence concern
ing  the obvious S ta lin is t tie -up 
of the r in g . A t no tim e  has i t  
been out of the rea lm  o f possi
b i l i ty  th a t Henderson has a 
knowledge o f the G .P .U . hand 
in the a ffa ir . I f  Henderson re 
fused to a ir  th is  tie-up, i t  can 
on ly m ean th a t he is observ ing  
s tr ic t  instruc ions fro m  the State 
D eparm ent to rem a in  s ilen t.

In  th is  connection, i t  has 
been p rev ious ly  observed th a t 
the State D epartm ent is no t 
averse to a llow ing  the G .P .U . 
to s tr ike  a t the A m erican  revo
lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent. Th is  
friend liness o f the governm ’ent 
tow ards the G .P .U . is based on 
the e ffo r t to b rin g  the Soviet 
U nion in to  the A ng lo-F rehch 
and A m erican  “ S to p -H itle r”  
A lliance . The prosecution and 
the State D epa rtm ent are lean
ing  backw ard  in  o rde r no t to 
offend a fu tu re  p a rtn e r in  the 
w a r fo r  “ dem ocracy .”

A t Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent w age for every w orker.

2. Open the idle factories— operate them  under 
w orkers ’ control.

3. A T w enty-B illion  dollar F ed era l public works  
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty -th ir ty ! $30-weekly m in im u m  w age—  
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  for a ll  w orkers on 
a ll  jobs.

5. T h irty  dollar w eekly old-age and d isab ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the Sixty F am ilie s .

7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

cerely interested in protecting democracy in the 
Western Hemisphere rise to explain. What hap
pened in Bolivia and President Roosevelt’s sil
ence furnishes more evidence that we are abso
lutely right in insisting that this business o f de
fending democracy in the Western Hemisphere 
is nothing but a fraud. It  means only defending 
the right of the capitalists o f this country to ex
ploit the Latin American peoples.

When M rs . E leano r Roosevelt showed some 
wom en fr iends  through the W hite House, she 
pointed to the absence o f a ll sm a ll decorations. 
“ We p u t aw ay a ll the sm a ll th in g s ,”  the F irs t  
L a d y  exp la ined, because “ we discbvered v is ito rs— 
som etim es even h igh -rank ing  d ip lom ats , are no t 
above pocketing a M ing  vase as a souven ir.”  W ell, 
these d ip lom ats d id n ’t  get where they are by p ic k 
ing  on such sm a ll s tu ff as M ing  vases. They l i f t  
those to keep in  p rac tice .

Roosevelt Provides
I f  a pious speech could be served on a platter 

and eaten like a roast pig w ith an apple in its 
mouth, the children of the United States could 
expect to become rosy-che<?ked and robust by 
just feasting on the speech that was served up 
by President Roosevelt last Wednesday.

For i f  ever there was a speech that dripped 
with pious gravy, it was the one Roosevelt read 
at the opening session o f the fourth W hite 
House Conference on Children in a Democracy.

Unfortunately not even the discovery of vita
mins or the Fireside Chat has made a speech 
edible, and i f  any o f the children of the United 
States were hungry before Roosevelt started 
reading into the microphone, they were just as 
hungry when he finished and can be sure that 
they w ill remain just as hungry until they die, 
i f  Roosevelt determines their future.

10. A n  independent Labo r P a rty .

11. W orkers Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  
and Fasc is t a ttacks

Not Fit to Print
When Hoover’s ex-Secretary o f State lets 

out a yawp for war, or Wilson's chairman of 
the JVar Industries Board moves to get the 
same job again under Roosevelt, the Senate For
eign Relations Committee sets the stage properly 
and the newspapers blare the s tu ff out in head
lines and reams of newsprint.

But when the Railway Labor Executives As
sociation, constituted by the 21 principal ra il
road labor unions and representing over one 
million workers, sends J. G. Luhrsen, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the association, to inform  
the Foreign Relations Committee that these 
unions stand firm  for a popular referendum 
whereby the people shall have the right to vote 
before the United States can take part in a war 
—that’s not news. The senatorial committee 
does N O T  set the stage for the unions’ state
ment, and the newspapers practically ignore it.

A ll the news that’s f it  to print— with the 
bosses and their political agents deciding 
what’s fit.

A B e rlin  I.N .S . news ite m  states th a t i f  w a r 
does not come th is  m onth, i t  m ay be delayed u n til 
June, since H it le r  considers M ay his un lucky  
m onth. Lots of persons poo poo the idea o f the 
science of as tro logy ye t f i rm ly  believe th a t on ly 
the bourgeoisie know how to govern the w orld . 
Th is  is  in  the face o f the fa c t th a t the bourgeoisie 
can ’t  govern w ithou t m aking  life  a he ll fo r  the 
m a jo r ity  o f us.

Dictatorship in Bolivia
Bolivia is one o f the “ democratic”  South 

American "republics”  that Roosevelt wants to 
bring into a union o f great American “ democ
racies” in order to ward off the oncoming (attack 
of the fascist countries. We should rather say 
that Bolivia was one o f those chosen countries.

For now Bolivia has gone back on our Presi
dent. She refused to continue pretending that 
she is a “ democracy”  and Colonel German Busch 
has openly declared a totalitarian regime. The 
Bolivian Legation in Washington, fearful o f the 
adverse effect the proclamation o f a dictatorship 
would have upon American public opinion, has
tened to deny that the word 'totalitarian' is ap
plicable to the new Bolivian regime.

But what is a regime which openly prohibits 
opposition political parties, forbids trade unions 
to exist and destroys all forms o f civil liberties? 
Call it  by any name you please and it still re
mains a vicious fascist dictatorship.

What w ill our crusading democratic Presi
dent do? W ill he call upon the remaining “ de
mocracies”  o f the Western Hemisphere to os
tracize Bolivia? W ill he threaten Bolivia w ith 
sanctions unless the democratic regime is rein
stated? We are certain that he w ill do nothing 
of the kind. For the simple reason that regard
less of the nature o f its regiin^, Bolivia remains 
a place where American capitalists can sell their 
products and invest their capital. The President 
w ill shut his eyes a little tighter and continue to 
prate about the American "democracies.”

The rulers of Bolivia, not being competitors 
o f United States capitalists are permitted to do 
anything they please to the Bolivian workers and 
peasants. Roosevelt or I ekes w ill make no 
squawk about Colonel Busch and his array of 
gangsters now crushing the life  out o f the Bo
livian people.

Let those who believe that Roosevelt is sin-

Democracy is dependent upon children and 
they are dependent upon democracy, Roosevelt 
•said; therefore it is necessary that children safe
guard the democracy and the democracy safe
guard the children. But, and this is a B U T  as 
large' as Roosevelt’s war* machine— in many 
parts o f the United States, according to the 
President’s own admission, children are “ not 
privided enough to meet the minimum needs for 
food, shelter, and clothing, and the Federal gov
ernment’s contribution toward their care is less 
generous than its contribution to the care o f 
he aged.”

Since Roosevelt’s government allows the 
aged to die like stray dogs without ev<yi the 
doubtful benefit o f “ mercy k illing,”  what this 
government does for the children, by its own 
admission, is so small that not even Roosevelt 
can find anything good to say about it.

He pointed out that in the United States, 
children are starved, denied an education, denied 
clothing, denied warmth, denied homes, denied 
every minimum necessity of childhood, denied 
even jobs and the opportunity to marry when 
they grow up.

The President said that he was very much 
concerned about this, and concerned too about 
the lack o f religious training given children. I f  
what he says is true, , that a democracy cannot 
survive without providing for the children born 
under its flag, then democracy in the United 
States is indeed doomed— it has not provided 
for even the most elementary needs o f its 
children.

What does President Roosevelt intend to do 
about this condition which he deplores with 
such beautiful words? W ait a whole year, he 
says, fo r “ recommendations”  from the small 
audience o f rich people who assembled at the 
White House to applaud his pious speech— and 
then see. “ Godspeed in your high endeavor,”  
were the words Roosevelt used to end his 
speech.

Roosevelt o f course is pot so stupid as not to 
have some kind o f solution to this problem, 
although he mentioned it only casually in his 
speech— that a democracy cannot measure its 
success even by its armaments unless it pro
vides for its children. Roosevelt’s solution is 
connected precisely with the armaments he is 
heaping up w ith the billions o f dollars he has 
snatched from the unemployed and the children 
of the United States.

Every child in the country, when he gets big 
enough to shoulder arms, w ill be provided with 
a bright shiny rifle  and shipped overseas to 
mow down the children of other countries and 
be mowed down himself by the bright shiny 
rifles w ith  which the capitalists o f other lands 
have provided their working class and farmer 
children.

This is what Roosevelt means when lie ex
plains that a capitalist democracy in order to 
endure must provide for its children.

Senator W illia m  E . B orah denounces the E u 
ropean dem ocracies as tre a ty  spoilsm en and ad
vises youth th a t any w a r em anating  fro m  the 
c u rre n t c r is is  w ould be “ sord id  and im p e r ia lis t ic ,"  
and w ould not invo lve  the question o f dem ocracy 
o r to ta lita r ia n is m . “ These European powers, 
w hatever m ay be th e ir  idea or ideology o r p o lit ica l 
views, pursue one and the same course when they 
come to deal w ith  in te rna tiona l a ffa irs . They 
a like  v io la te  trea ties , d isregard  the m ost funda 
m enta l p rinc ip les  o f r ig h t, pursue methods which 
in e v ita b ly  lead to w ar, and then ca ll upon the 
U n ited  States, Canada, and o ther nations to save 
them  fro m  th e ir  own in to le rab le  and v ic ious m eth 
ods.”  They c a ll upon the U n ited  States on the 
same theo ry  as one ca lls  upon a pup il who has out
d istanced tjie  teacher.

In Its Conquest of a W orld Empire 
We See French Democracy at W ork

While Playing Second-Fiddle in Total World Possessions 
To Britain, France Has Aped Its Cross the Channel Ally 
In Brutal Methods of Colonial Terror and Exploitation

By SH ER M AN  S TA N LE Y
The F rench  "P o p u la r F ro n t”  

governm ent stabbed Spa in ’* 
f ig h tin g  Loya lis ts  in  the back 
by keeping an iro n  w a ll be
tween them  and w ar m a te ria ls .

The "P o p u la r F ro n t”  p re 
m ie r, Leon B lu m , organised 
the N on-In te rven tion  C om m it
tee w h ich  served as a double- 
ba rre lled  lock between the Loy
a lis ts  ar.d the m un itions they 
needed.

When the C ata lonian L o ya l
ists and th e ir women and c h il
dren fled  in to  F rance  they 
were hurled  in to  concentra tion  
cam ps, surrounded by e le c tr i
fied  barbed w ire .

Double - dea ling, cyn ica l, 
suave, ru th less, schem ing. The 
F rench  im p e ria lis ts  have de
veloped these tra its  to  a fine 
degree, in  the process of c a rv 
ing  an em p ire  ou t of the w orld .

The F rench  have had to p lay  
second fid d le  to the B r itis h  
when i t  comes to reckon ing  up 
co lon ia l spoils. W here the 
B r itis h  E m p ire  contains 500,- 
000,000 odd people, th a t of 
F rance contains 100.477,000. 
Each E ng lishm an has approx
im a te ly  13 co lon ia l slaves 
w o rk ing  fo r  h im , w h ile  fo r 
F rance  the ra tio  is 2 Vi colo
n ia ls  to each F renchm an.
W O R LD -W ID E  E X T E N T  
OF FR E N C H  E M P IR E

The F rench  E m p ire  is  d iv id 
ed as .fo llow s:

<1) The A m erican  and Aus
tra la s ia n  colonies: te r r ito ry  of 
129,978 square m iles—popula 
tion  of 1,112,000.

(2) A fr ica n  and S yrian  col 
onies: te r r ito ry  o f 9,910,710 
square m iles—popula tion of
36.890.000.

(3) A s ia tic  colonies: te r r i 
to ry  o f 900,842 square m iles— 
popula tion o f 21,640,000.

Th is  to ta l w o rld  area of
11.000. 000 square m iles  (ex
c lud ing  F rance) spreads over 
the en tire  globe and m akes of 
F rance a w o rld  E m p ire , a ll of 
whose im p e ria l possessions are

a t stake in  the present con
f l ic t .

I t  includes the Canadian 
coast islands, W est In d ie * is 
lands. F rench  G uiana, E as t In 
dian Is lands, T a h it i, New Cale
donia, New H ebrides, Tun is ia , 
A lg e ria , M orocco, J ib u ti, M ad
agascar, Indo-China, Som ali
land, E q u ito r ia l A fr ic a , Togo- 
land, D ahom ey, Iv o ry  Coast, 
N ige r, Cameroons and S yria . 
In  add ition , there are a host of 
sm a ll is land  groups do tting  the 
P a c ific , In d ia n  Ocean, etc. 
w h ich— as w ith  the B r itis h — 
serve as nava l bases, re fue ling  
stations, m ili ta ry  centers, etc.
COLORED C AN N O N -FO D D ER  
FOR T H E  SLAU G H TER

The colonies supply an enor
mous m anpow er fo r the F rench 
im p e ria lis t a rm y . F igu res  fo r 
1935 show th a t (1) In  the 
F rench F o re ign  Legion there 
were 16,500 co lon ia ls ; (2) The 
A fr ica n  a rm y  had 103,500 sol
d iers and (3) The Colonia l a r
m y had 87,500. There were 
230,000 sold iers overseas in 
1935 and the num ber has p rob 
ab ly  doubled by now. Forced 
en lis tm ents and re c ru itm e n t 
d rives have been going on fo r 
over a year.

F rench  im p e ria lis m  has had 
a h is to ry  as long and bloody as 
th a t o f the B ritish .

As e a rly  as 1830 they held 
possession of A lg ie rs , the m ost 
va luable  o f th e ir  possessions. 
F o r over 100 years they have 
d r a i n e d  th is  M oham m edan 
coun try . I t  is the In d ia  of the 
F rench E m p ire . N ext came 
Tunis, an area likew ise  of g rea t 
value.

In  the 1860’s, the F rench  took 
tim e  o ff fro m  th e ir ac t o f c a rv 
ing up China to take posses
sion of the five  provinces of In 
do-China (Laos, Cam bodia, 
Annan. Cochin-China, Tong- 
k in g ). A ll o f them  were sub
dued and occupied by a la rge  
m ili ta ry  force. The E ng lish , in 
c iden ta lly , were the leading 
s p ir it  in  the London-Paris axis

th a t existed a t th a t tim e . They 
grabbed up the M a lay  penin
sula w h ile  the F rench  took over 
Indo-China. London and P a ris  
were the fo re runners  o f B e rlin  
and Rome in  im p e ria lis t te a m 
w ork.

A sharp strugg le  took place 
over M orocco w h ich  F rance 
needed to p ro tec t its  A lge rian  
colony. I t  was f in a lly  g iven to 
F rance  in  1911 a fte r the A gad ir 
c ris is  led Europe to the b rin k  
of w ar.

A fte r the W orld  W ar. F rance
and E ng land w ro te  th e ir  V e r
sa illes T re a ty . In  add ition  to 
exe rting  a com m anding in flu 
ence over the “ L it t le  E n ten te ”  
countries of C entra l and B a l
kan Europe, the F rench  d iv id 
ed G e rm a n y ’s A fr ic a n  colonies 
w ith  the B r it is h  and also got a 
m andate fo r  S yria .
C O L O N IA L  R E V O L T S  
P U T  D O W N

The F rench  have faced two 
m a jo r revo lts  on the p a rt of 
the A rab ian  n a tio n a lis t m ove
m ent fo r  freedom . In  1912 they 
p u t down a general M oroccan 
r is in g  and in  1920 they put 
down the R iffs  who were led 
by the fam ous n a tio n a lis t lead
e r, Abd-el K r lm . F rench  im 
p e ria lism  aped its  E ng lish  
bro thers in  fe ro c ity  and c ru e l
ty . ,

In  1925 they subdued a na
tio n a lis t insu rrec tion  in  S yria . 
T h e ir a d m in is tra tio n  o f th is  
"p ro te c to ra te ”  was so v ic ious 
th a t even th e ir own crea tion— 
the League of N ations—was ob 
liged to fo rm a lly  condemn 
F rench  m a l-a d m in is tra tio n .

The F rench  E m p ire  has con 
s is ten tly  fo llow ed the B r itis h  
im p e ria lis t tac tics  o f p lunder 
and loot, m ili ta ry  and d ic ta to r
ia l ru le , suppression o f a ll na 
tio n a lis t and dem ocra tic  m ove
m ents. The .ru le rs  o f F r a n c e -  
like  th e ir  fe llo w  im p e ria lis ts  
across the Channel — can on ly 
have th e ir  tongues in  th e ir  
cheeks when they ta lk  o f f ig h t
ing  fo r  "d e m o c ra c y ”  and “ c iv 
i liz a t io n ."

C. P. Paint Brush Wil l  Not Hide 
The Truth On Spaiu’s Betrayal

The conscrip tion ’ law  proposed to the House of 
Commons by the C ham berla in  c rew  is e x trem e ly  
en ligh ten ing , fro m  a t least two angles.

The f i r s t  is the obvious con trad ic tion  between a 
law  to conscrip t the young men o f the na tion  in to  
the a rm y , and the loud ly  d issem inated m y th  th a t 
the w a r whi^ch th is  a rm y  is to f ig h t is ove rw he lm 
in g ly  popu lar among he people. Anxious to m a in 
ta in  its  ca re fu lly -acqu ired  repu ta tion  fo r  ly in g , the 
c a p ita lis t press, both here and in  E ng land , p ro m i
nen tly  d isp lays reports  th a t the youth  o f B r ita in  
is v o lu n ta r ily  flo ck in g  in to  the a rm y . B u t i f  th is  
is re a lly  the case, why is i t  necessary to reso rt 
to conscrip tion? I f  there are so m any vo lunteers, 
w hy m us t fo rce  be invoked to m ake them  jo in  
the a rm y?

The Labour Party's 
Opposition

B u t as said, th is  aspect o f the C ham berla in  p ro 
posal is  a ll too obvious. Less so is the alleged 
opposition to the conscrip tion  a c t on the p a rt o f 
the Labour P a rty  spokesmen. A lleged— because i t  
is no t rea l, not consistent, no t durab le .

How easy i t  is fo r  the C ham berla in  group to 
dispose o f such opposition by a contem ptuous ges
tu re  o r a cyn ica l re m a rk . In  e ffec t, th is  is a ll 
th a t the supporters o f the P rim e  M in is te r have 
to, and do, say to th e ir Labour P a rty  c r it ic s :

“ The H onorable G entlem en o f H is  M a je s ty ’s 
E ve r So Loya l Opposition seem to us to be lack ing  
in  p a tr io tism , love fo r  dem ocracy, o r even respect 
fo r  th e ir  own avowed position. In  fa c t, o b je c tive ly , 
they are a id ing  and abe tting  th a t v e ry  p o lic y  o f 
appeasement to w hich, no t so long ago, they took 
such vehem ent ob jection.

“ When the P rim e  M in is te r, in  h is a rden t a t
tem pts to preserve the peace, re tu rned  fro m  
M unich, he was assailed fo r no t ta k in g  a f i r m  
stand aga inst the G erm an C hancellor and the' 
to ta lita r ia n  powers. The H onorable G entlem en 
refused to take in to  consideration the fa c t th a t 
the E m p ire  was not then in a position to im p lem en t 
by means o f w a rfa re  the f irm e r  stand w h ich  i t  
m jg h t have been necessary to take  a t M un ich . 
They showed th e ir  inconsistency then by ins is ting  
tha t a position should have been taken la s t Sep
tem ber w hich could not b u t have m eant w a r. and 
a t the same tim e  they recognized E ng land ’s d is 
advantageous s itua tion  in  the c rtic ism s  they made 
a t the same tim e  o f ou r lack of m ili ta ry  and ae ria l 
p reparations. We were then the ones who best 
defended the in te rests of the B r itis h  E m p ire  and, 
consequently, o f w o rld  dem ocracy.

“ Now, however, when the s itua tion  is ripe  fo r 
a re a lly  f i rm  stand by Eng land, a stand w h ich  
we m ust be ready to back up by arm ed s treng th , 
we again con fron t the inconsistency o f the Opposi
tion . Do they perhaps in tend to f ig h t H it le r ’s a rm y 
w ith  p rin ted  copies of th e ir e loquent speeches? 
O r are they re a lly  so innocent as to im ag ine  th a t 
we can w a it u n til the R oyal A rm y  is b u ilt  up to 
w a r stren&tH OBlUnteers who are, alas, not 
fo rthcom ing  in  su ff ic ie n t num bers?

B y F E L IX  MORROW
H era lded in  announcements 

on preceding days as “ the in 
side s to ry  on S pain ’s b e tra y 
a l" ,  the D a ily  W orker pub lish 
ed on A p r il 21 a “ m anifesto  of 
the cen tra l com m ittee  o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  o f S pain .”

The docum ent reveals ve ry  
lit t le  about the “ inside s to ry ” . 
The “ m an ifes to ”  is, ra th e r, an 
a ttem p t to s t i l l  m isg iv ings.

W hy did the Spanish .Com 
m un is t p a rty  rem a in  s ilen t d u r
ing the c ru c ia l days when the 
N egrin  governm ent cleared out 
and the M iaja-Casado Popu lar 
F ro n t Junta took over and su r
rendered to Franco?

The actua l fac ts  are dam n- 
in g ly  c lea r. On M arch  5 the 
Junta took pow er. The next 
day the N egrin  cabinet, in c lu d 
ing  the C om m unist m in is te rs . 
U ribe  and Hernandez, evacu
ated the coun try , and in  the 
same planes o r others also 
w ent La  P asionaria , L is te r, 
Modesto, H ida lgo  de Cisneros, 
Carlos Nunez Mazas, Antonio 
Cordon, e tc .— in  a w ord, the 
en tire  leadership of the C om 
m un is t P a rty  (the general sec
re ta ry , Jose D iaz, was a lready 
out of the coun try ).

We pointed ou t a t the tim e 
the im p e llin g  m otive  w hich 
made i t  im possib le fo r the S ta l
in is ts  to res is t the Popu lar 
F ro n t Junta . The S ta lin is ts  
dared not a d m it to the w orld  
tha t the Popu la r F ro n t had 
ousted the S ta lin is ts . S till less 
could the S ta lin is ts  in  tu rn  oust 
the Popu lar F ro n t, and take 
over the he lm . S ta lin  h im se lf 
had a lready abandoned Spain— 
as K r iv its k y  has since to ld  in 
de ta il — and so the S ta lin is t 
leadership s im p ly  c leared out 
w ith  N egrin .
F A K IN G  D ATES TO 
F A K E  AN E X P LA N A T IO N

B u t how exp la in  a ll th is  
away? The “ m an ifes to " w hich 
a ttem pts to do so is dated 
M arch  18. T h is  date, the m ost 
p lausib le  w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
could a ttem p t, is undoubtedly 
a fake . The cen tra l com m ittee 
was not in  Spain bu t in  F rance, 
since M arch  6, and had they 
w r it te n  the docum ent on th a t 
date, i t  would have been pub
lished long ago. and not on 
A p r il 21. The date line in  the 
D a ily  W orker. “ P a ris , A p r il 3 
(by m a il) ”  is pure fa ke ry , fo r 
the huge S ta lin is t apparatus 
cables im m e d ia te ly  here tenth- 
ra te  documents, le t alone one 
of such s ign ificance , and why 
w ould the Spanish leadership 
hold the docum ent in  P a ris  
fro m  M arch  18 to A p r il 3?. A c
tu a lly  the docum ent m ust have 
been w r it te n  w e ll a fte r the

events. The “ m an ifes to ”  is so 
w ritte n  as to give the im p res
sion th a t i t  appeared in  the 
m id s t o f the events su rround
ing the estab lishm ent of the 
M iaja-Casado Junta . B u t the 
Junta  took power on M arch  5, 
pu t down the pro testing  troops 
in  the succeeding week, and on 
M arch  18 had radioed an ap
peal fo r  peace to F ranco and 
had ceased a ll pretense o f re 
sistance to the fasc is ts ! The 
D a ily  W o rke r’s in troduc tion  to 
the "m a n ife s to ” , as one w hich 
“ w arns the Spanish people th a t 
the Casado ’Ju n ta ’ could only 
b rin g  about the enslavem ent o f 
the Spanish people” , and the 
present-tense references in  the 
“ m an ifes to ”  to  a c tiv itie s  o f the 
Junta , are pure fa ke ry . 
“ M A N IF E S T O " DODGES 
T H E  K E Y  QUESTION

W hy does not the “ m a n i
festo”  denounce the death sen
tences aga inst Barce lo  and 
o ther C om m unist troop lead
ers? W hy does i t  not accept re 
spons ib ility  fo r the revo lt?  On 
the co n tra ry , i t  says th a t those 
“ who speak about a ’C om m un
is t u p ris in g ’ know ve ry  w e ll, 
th a t i f  we had wanted to rise 
up in a rm s aga inst the G ov
e rnm ent we could have done 
it, because we had the forces 
to do i t  and to w in .”  Then w hy 
d id n 't the C om m unist P a rty  
ove rth row  the treacherous Jun
ta  and organize resistance to 
F ranco? Th is  key question is 
the one w hich above a ll is asked 
by those—In te rn a tio n a l B rigad - 
ers, C om m unist p a rty  w orkers 
ih  the various pro-Spain o rgan 
izations, etc. — who sacrificed  
fo r Spain and w an t to know 
w hy th e ir  sacrifice  was in  va in . 
B u t the "m a n ife s to "  is design
ed, not to answer, bu t to avoid 
answ ering th is  fundam enta l 
question.

In  o rder not to answer, the 
usual p a in t brush is em ployed. 
The “ m an ifes to ”  is en titled  the 
“ Casado - T ro tsky ite  treach 
e ry ” , and is bestrewn w ith  re f
erences’ to "T ro ts k y ite s ” . The 
fa c t th a t our whole m ovem ent, 
in  Spain and in te rn a tio n a lly , 
was the on ly one in the whole 
w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent w hich i r 
reconc ilab ly  denounced the M i
aja-Casado Junta and th a t we 
characte rized  its  coun te r-rev
o lu tiona ry  cha rac te r w h ile  the 
S ta lin is t press rem ained s ilen t 
—th is established fa c t does not 
troub le  the S ta lin is t fa b r ic a t
ors.. A t a ll costs they m ust con
fuse the issue by the usual 
m ounta in  of s lander aga inst 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.
. They dare to l in k  us w ith  
Casado — they  whose p a rty  
leader, General M ia ja , p res id 

ed over the Casado Junta , 
and who, as the "m a n ife s to ”  
adm its , tr ie d  to m ake peace 
w ith  the Jun ta !

N eg rin  w ent because the rest 
of the P opu la r F ro n t, in  seek
ing  to save th e ir  own hides, 
needed a scapegoat to o ffe r 
F ranco , and the S ta lin is ts , who 
con tro lled  N egrin , were the ob
vious scapegoats. B u t N e g rin ’s 
whole po licy  d iffe red  not a w h it 
fro m  his successors: both 
sought conc ilia tion  w ith  F ra n 
co.

The S ta lin is ts  have sought to  
conceal th is . In  line  w ith  th e ir  
preposterous p ic tu re  o f N egrin  
as a b itte r-ende r, the “ m an ifes
to "  p ic tu res the re su lt had he 
rem ained a t the he lm :

” . . .  today we w ould have 
peace, independence and lib e r
ty  w ith o u t rep risa ls . And we 
even say th a t i t  could have 
been possible to save some of 
the socia l gains m ade by the 
R epublic fo r  the bene fit o f the 
w orkers  and peasants. Today, 
the peasantry would no t have 
the prospect o f seeing the 
landowners come back as the 
v ic to rs  nor the w orkers  the 
prospect of a s lave ry  re g im e .”

U n fo rtuna te ly  fo r the S ta lin 
ists. however, even th e ir own 
co llabo ra to rs  have d ivu lged 
p a rt of the tru th . F o r exam ple, 
N e g rin ’s fo re ign  m in is te r, A l
varez del Vayo. w ro te  in  the 
B r itis h  w eekly, the New States
m an , (re p rin te d  in  L e ft, A p r il,  
1939):

“ O f the three conditions fo r 
m ak ing  peace w h ich  D r. N eg
r in  had s tipu la ted  in  th a t las t 
m eeting o f the Cortes a t Figu-, 
eras on F e b ru a ry  1—the inde
pendence o f Spain, freedom  fo r 
the Spanish people to de term ine 
its" destiny, and the assurance 
th a t there w ould be no re p ris 
als — we knew p e rfe c tly  w e ll 
th a t the on ly one s t i l l  possess
ing  p ra c tica l m eaning, the only 
one we m ust s tr iv e  fo r, was the 
th ird . . . i t  was a question o f 
m aking  possible the departu re  
fro m  Spain o f some tw enty 
thousand m arked  men and 
women. . . I t  was fo r  th is  th a t 
the N egrin  governm ent was 
S till disposed to res is t— and fo r 
noth ing e lse.”

To save the hides of the Pop
u la r F ro n t leaders—th a t was 
N egrin 's  sole p rog ram  and th a t 
was the p rog ram  o f his suc
cessors. The “ m an ifes to ”  can
not, any m ore than previous 
a lib is , conceal th is  fa c t nor the 
inde lib le  fa c t th a t the Popu la r 
F ro n t— w hether headed by Cab
a lle ro . N eg rin  o r M ia ja  — 
crushed the re vo lu tiona ry  
masses and thereby m ade ce r
ta in  the v ic to ry  o f F ranco .

“ I t  was the O pposition th a t insisted upon an 
aggressive po licy  tow ards the to ta lita r ia n  reg im es. 
Now th a t such a po licy  is being p rac ticed , the 
Opposition refuse to m ake possible its  im p lem en 
ta tion . We are prepared to challenge them  to 
b rin g  the issue to a head, fo r  we are ce rta in  th a t 
they w il l  no t p ick  up the gage of e lec to ra l b a tt le .”

Whoever Says A,
Must Say B

In  th e ir own w ay, the Tories w ould be e n tire ly  
co rrec t. The Labour P a rty  p a tr io ts  have a posi
tion  w h ich  m akes i t  im possib le to oppose such 
measures as conscrip tion . W hoever says A, ac- 
co rd in g 'to  the G erm an p roverb , m ust say B. Who
ever demands so v io le n tly , as the Labour P a rty  
leaders have dem anded fo r  m onths past, th a t the 
coun try  take steps in  the c o n flic t 'With H it le f w hich 
in e v ita b ly  b rin g  the w a r c loser, cannot, a t the 
last m inute , pre tend to ba lk  a t w hat, in  the lig h t 
of a ll th a t has happened, is a com pa ra tive ly  m ino r 
step in  p repa ring  fo r th a t w ar.

A fte r a ll, the Labour P a rty  po litic ians  are ju s t 
engaged in a game of pretense and pe tty  fac tiona l 
w a rfa re . A n u m b e r,o f them  have w ritte n  in  the 
qu ite  recen t past In  fa vo r of reconsidering the 
tra d it io n a l E ng lish  h o s tility  tow ards conscrip tion . 
The present o ff ic ia l “ oppos ition ”  to the law  has 
noth ing w hatever in  com m on w ith  a p rin c ip le d  
stand. I t  is opportun is tic  fro m  beginning to end. 
Tom orrow  w il l  prove to the h ilt ,  when the Labour 
P a rty  leaders come out openly, as they d id  in  
the las t w o rld  w a r, as the m ost zealous and ef
fec tive  re c ru it in g  agents fo r  the governm ent.

B u t before they take  on th a t ro le , they w an t a 
l it t le  m ore recogn ition  than the C ham berla in  gov
e rnm ent has condescended so fa r  to g ive them . 
N ot th a t M essrs. A tlee and Co. are am bitious Or 
overbearing  in  th e ir demands. F a r fr o j j i  it .  They 
would, in  a ll like lihood , be sa tis fied  w ith  even less 
than L loyd  George gave them  in  his cab ine t d u r
ing  the la s t w o rld  w ar. In  o ther words, they w ould 
p robab ly  go along w ith o u t so m uch as a m u rm u r 
i f  the C ham berla in  cab inet were reorganized to 
include a couple o f such stainless dem ocrats as 
W inston C h u rch ill, notorious fr ie n d  o f the Soviets, 
and Anthony Eden, notorious enem y of the Tories 
—and possib ly to exclude C ham berla in  h im se lf.

N a tu ra lly , i f  a "g e n u in e ”  N a tiona l G overnm ent 
were established, one th a t would include in  the 
cab inet a few regu la r Labour p a rty  wheelhorses. 
th a t would be so m uch the be tte r. In  th a t case, 
they w ould m ake the C ham berla in-C liveden gang 
look like  so m any chicken-hearted pac ifis ts  by 
com parison w ith  th e ir own unrestra ined m ili ta ry  
a rdor.

I f  the whole record o f the Labour P a rty  leader
ship is any th ing  to go by, i t  is a safe p red ic tion  
tha t as tlie  weeks go by th e ir opposition to C ham 
b e rla in ’s present conscrip tion  law  w il l  no t on ly be 
abandoned bu t th a t they w il l  be In the fo re fro n t 
o f the House o f Commons mob how ling  fo r con
sc rip tion  fo r  a ll able-bodied cannon-fodder up to 
the age o f 35. w ith  exceptions made on ly fo r those 
s te rlin g  pa trio ts , the sh illing -a -yea r m en who m ust 
perfo rce  stay behind the lines in  o rde r to keep 
in d u s try  go ing  a t top speed and w ar p ro f it  ro llin g  
in acco rd ing ly .

And i t  is ju s t as safe to add the p red ic tion  th a t 
the A m erican  equ iva len t o f the Labour p a rty  lead
ersh ip—the bureaucracy o f the trade unions in  th is  
coun try—w ill,  a t the r ig h t m om ent, g ive  its  
E ng lish  bro thers  cards and spades and s t i l l  beat 
them  a t the game.


