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Build
Workers Defense 

Guards!

Workers 
of the W orld  

Unite!

WORLD AWAITS MARCHING ORDER
Thrust at Relief 
Is Congress Plan
Lasser-Benjamin Testimony Aids Reactionary 

Schemes By Foreswearing M ilitan t 
Action of Unemployed

The Difference in "Principle!"

LABOR STANDARDS FACE WIDE BARRAGE

NATIONAL COAL 
STRIKE THREAT 
MADE BY LEWIS
Government Fears Blow 

A t War Preparation 
Program

(Specia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
W ASHINGTO N, D C.—T hrea t 

of a nation-w ide coal indus try  
shut-down was hurled  th is  week 
by John L. Lew is, president of 
ohe U n ited  M ine W orkers of 
A m erica , in  an e ffo rt to break 
.he deadlock reached in  nego
tia tions w ith  the Appalach ian 
soft coal operators.

I t  w ould add 50,000 m ore 
s tr ike rs  in  Iow a, K en tucky , In 
diana, and I l l in o is  to the 320,- 
D00 who w alked out of the 
mines on A p r il 1. U nion notices 
were served to the m id-w est 
operators in fo rm in g  them  of 
he pending shut-down on M ay 
1. i f  the present dispute is not 
settled.

Another 100,000 an th rac ite  
m iners and soft-coal m iners  
who are not d ire c tly  engaged 
in the present s tr ike  m ig h t also 
be ca lled out. Lew is declared.

Combined w ith  the acute 
shortage of coal in the ra ilroad  
indus try , in  la rge c ities  like  
New Y o rk , and in m id-w est in- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Sailors Victorious in Government 
Pledge to Discontinue Hiring Halls

(Specia l to  11 ic S oc ia lis t A ppeal)
SAN FRANCISCO—The long 

fig h t of the Sailors U nion of the 
P ac ific  aga inst governm ent- 
con tro lled  h ir in g  ha lls resulted 
in  a s igna l v ic to ry  last' week 
when, in  response to the de
mand of the union, H a rry  H op
kins, S ecre tary  o f Commerce, 
gave a w ritte n  pledge to d is
continue governm ent h ir in g  
halls.

I t  was in  the m ids t of a coast
w ide s tr ike  vote being taken by 
the Sailors U nion th a t Hopkins 
gave his w ord th a t the shipping 
com m issioners, who are under 
the ju r is d ic tio n  of the D epart
m ent of Com m erce, w ould no 
longer m a in ta in  h ir in g  halls.

BENJAMIN SAYS 
'UNITED STATES 
NOT CAPITALIST'

(Specia l to  the Socia lis t A ppea l) 
W ASHING TO N. A p r il 19.— 

H e rb e rt B en jam in  and D avid 
Lasser in  te s tify in g  a t the hea r
ings held du ring  the past two 
days by the House W .P.A. " I n 
v e s tig a tin g " C om m ittee head
ed by R epresentative Wood
ru m  have grove lled  about as 
low  as i t  is possible to go w ith 
out leav ing  the toe caps and 
ge tting  down under the sole of 
the boot.

H e rb e rt B en jam in  and D avid 
Lasser are the topm ost bureau 
c ra ts  in  the W orkers A lliance. 
S ta lin is t-con tro lled  unem ployed 
organ iza tion . R epresentative 
W oodrum , one of the m ost v io 
len t and ferocious opponents in  

(Continued on Page 2)

C.I.O. Auto Union Faces 
Attack from  Many Sides

(Specia l li> the S oc ia lis t A ppeal)
The Auto Union now finds its e lf in  the strange position of 

possessing a h ig h ly  dem ocra tic  union constitu tion  and an un
scrupulous. au toc ra tic  gang of S ta lin is t m achine po litic ians 
runn ing  its leading executive board. How did th is  b iza rre  com 
b ination ever come into existence?

The recent C leveland convention, representing  the o ve r
w he lm ing m a jo r ity  of the o r 
ganized autom obile w orkers, 
saw' a g rea t opposition m ove
m ent on the p a rt of the rank 
and file  delegates who wrere in 
d ignan t a t the incompetence 
and treache ry of th e ir top 
union leadersh ip . They had 
witnessed, since th e ir h is to ric  
m eeting in  M ilw aukee, auto
c ra tic  abuse of power on the 
p a rt of both H om er M a rtin  and 
his opponents and had seen 
the ir union being to rn  to pieces 
by an unscrupulous fac tiona l 
ba ttle  of union cliques and p o l
itic ians .

B road sections of the rank 
and file  delegations, represent
ing the genuine desires and as
p ira tions  of th e ir m em berships 
Dark home came down to C le
veland determ ined to make the 
union constitu tion  “ a ir - t ig h t”  to 
p revent, in  th e ir opinion, a rep
e tition  of any a ttem pts  to set 
up a d ic ta to rsh ip  in the union.

How Reorganize Union?
How was the union to be re 

organized and set m oving  on 
the r ig h t road? The rank and 
fi le  delegates believed the 
prob lem  would be solved by 
w r it in g  up a model constitu tion  
p rov id ing  fo r fau ltless dem o
c ra t ic  procedures and rules.
W hat about the prob lem  o f the 
leadership of the union? C hrys
le r local No. 7 said "C lean  
House. O ut w ith  the present 
24 executive board m e in b e rs ."

And C hrys le r local had the 
backing of a huge portion  of the 
auto m em bersh ip  on th is  propo
s ition .

Who was to replace the pres
ent board mem bers? The an
swer given was: Anybody! 
Anybody w ill be be tte r than the 
present leadership.

The C leveland convention 
was an a n ti-M a rtin  convention 
and i t  is there fore  no surprise  
th a t the force w hich provided 
leadership in the f ig h t aga inst 
M a rtin  dom inated the conven
tion. T h a t force and leadership 
was the S ta lin is t m achine. Bas
ing them selves upon th e ir solid 
contro l of key local unions such 
as P lym ou th , the tool and die 
locals. M u rra y  Body, C leveland 
F ishe r Body, S tudebaker and 
other locals and lead by well 
known and w ell public ized f ig 
ures o f the UAW , they cem ent
ed the la rges t and m ost e ffec
tive  o rgan iza tiona l bloc a t the 
convention.

T h e ir ind iffe rence  lo any 
union p rinc ip les , th e ir superio r 
o rgan iza tiona l s k ill and experi 
ence. th e ir  technique o f playing 
up to the w orst p re jud ices of 
the w orke rs , made them  tr ic k y  
opponents and fa c ilita te d  th e ir 
e ffo rts  to sweep in to  th e ir bloc 
a ll k inds of unsuspecting union 
mem bers.

The rank  and file  opposition 
(Continued on Page 2)

The s tr ike  vote was in itia ted  
as the un ion ’s answer to the 
announcem ent by the U nited 
States M a r it im e  Commission 
th a t i t  was p lanning to arrange 
fo r the opening o f a govern
m ent-contro lled  h ir in g  ha ll in 
Seattle, W ashington. Such h ir 
ing ha lls  have been opera ting  
fo r some tim e  on the E ast 
Coast and, encouraged by its  
success in p u tting  them  over 
on E ast Coast seamen the com 
m ission had deemed the tim e 
ripe to invade the West Coast 
in spite of the w arn ings issued 
by the Sailors Union of the 
P ac ific .

Union H ir in g  H a lls
The S.U.P. won the funda

m enta l r ig h t to union h ir in g  
ha lls as the re su lt of the fa m 
ous 99-day m a r it im e  s tr ike  in  
1936-1937. The S ta lin is t-co n tro ll
ed seamen on the E as t Coast 
never achieved th is  basic r ig h t.

The en tire  f ig h t aga inst gov
ernm ent-contro lled h ir in g  ha lls  
has been led and a lm ost e n tire 
ly lim ite d  to the Sailors U nion 
on the P a c ific , except fo r con
siderab le  rank-and-file  support 
fro m  seamen and firem en  on 
both coasts. The on ly  p icke t 
lines against- the E ast Coast 
com m ission h irin g -h a lls  were 
conducted by the S.U .P. The 
pro-Roosevelt and pro -w ar o r i 
entation o f the S ta lin is ts  made 
i t  im possib le fo r them  to sup 
po rt th is  m ilita n t action.

Com m ission 's A lib i
The U.S. M a r it im e  C om m is

sion had ju s tifie d  its  a ttem p t tc 
fo is t h ir in g  ha lls  on the sailors 
by the contention, enunciated 
by the com m ission 's  cha ir 
man. A d m ira l Land, th a t the 
m erchan t m arine  m ust be con 
sidered “ an a u x ilia ry  to the 
N a vy .”

W hile the s tr ike  vote was be 
ing taken on the seven seas. 
H a rry  Lundeberg. secre ta ry  
treasu re r of the S.U .P.. was 
sent to W ashington by the U n
ion. He was f ir s t  able to secure 
backing of D epartm ent of L a 
bor o ffic ia ls  fo r the union's po
s ition. "M adam e  P erk ins has 
dealt- w ith  the S.U .P. before 
and she knows our action on 
the Copeland P ink B ook." 
Lundeberg reported, “ so she 
knows the S.U.P. is one organ
iza tion  th a t is not b lu ffin g  when 
they say they are s tr ik in g  the 
coast. . . .  I t  is adm itted  by A d
m ira l Land and everybody th a t 
the icom m iss ion) ships would 
have been on the w ay to the 
west coast w ith  fin k -h a ll crews 
by now. had i t  no t been fo r the 
action of the sa ilo rs un ion .”

The M a rit im e  Com m ission— 
a recent creation of P resident 
Roosevelt— utilized  a law  da t

ing since 1872, w hich au thor
izes the D epa rtm ent of Com
m erce. th rough its  Bureau of 
M arine  Inspection, to reg is te r 
lis ts  of seamen. On th is  peg, 
the com m ission — w hich runs 
fleets of ships—hung a regu la r 
h ir in g  h a ll system , s itua ted  in 
the various offices of the sh ip 
ping com m issioners of the 
Bureau of M arine  Inspection.

H opkins ' P rom ise
H opkins ' answer to Lunde

berg accepted the un ion ’s con
ten tion  th a t the 1872 au thoriza 
tion was pu re ly  op tiona l. " I  can 
state th a t the sh ipp ing  com m is
s ioner's  o ffice  w il l  no t be used 
as a h ir in g  ha ll fo r anyone,”  
w rote Hopkins, and " I f  sh ip 
ping com m issioners are a t the 
present tim e  m a in ta in ing  h ir 
ing ha lls , i t  is the in ten tion  of 
the D epartm ent o f Com m erce 
to discontinue th is  p ra c tic e ."

N ot content w ith  th is, how
ever, the union w ill complete 
its s tr ike  vote, as "a n  ace in 
the hole”  aga inst any govern
m enta l reneging. The union is 
also pressing fo r an am end
m ent to w ipe out o f the sh ip 
ping laws any provis ions fo r 
reg is te ring  of sa ilors.
V ic to ry  U nderm ines B ridges
Th is hard-won v ic to ry  of the 

S.U.P. is not on ly a blow to the 
plans o f the M a rit im e  Com m is 
5ion to m ake the sa ilo rs  an 
a u x ilia ry  to the N avy, bu t is 
also a serious b low  to the pres
tige o f the S ta lin is ts  in  m a r i
tim e . especia lly  to H a rry  
Bridges. West Coast longshore 
ch ie fta in .

When the M a r it im e  C om m is
sion came to the West Coast fo r 
the " in v e s tig a tio n ”  w hich p re 
ceded its  announcem ent th a t it 
was opening a h ir in g  ha ll i r  
Seattle, i t  was handsom ely en
terta ined in Hollywood by L io n 
el S tander. S ta lin is t fro n t in  the 
cinema w orld , and m et w ith  
H a rry  B ridges.

When the S.U .P. issued its  
f irs t  w a rn ing  to the com m is
sion, B ridges countered by de
c la rin g  th a t the on ly  p icke t 
lines of the sa ilo rs th a t would 
be recognized by the longshore
men would be those fo r "bona- 
fid e ”  beefs—i.e., B ridges would 
decide w hat the sa ilo rs  had a 
r ig h t to s tr ik e  fo r. Coupled 
w ith  acceptance of the h ir in g  
ha lls  on the E ast Coast by 
B ridges ' p a rty  cronies, i t  was 
c lea r th a t B ridges was m oving 
to an open a lliance w ith  the 
fin k -h a ll com m issioners.

The v ic to ry  of the sa ilo rs  is 
therefore a blow  to B rid g e s ’ 
prestige of such proportions 
th a t i t  m ay topple h im  fro m  his 
o ff ic ia l post as C.I.O . West 
Coast d irec to r.

Krivitsky Reveals Stalin 
Attempts to Woo Hitler
Disclosures by Former G.P.U. Chief Show How 

Gestapo Helped Frame-Up Case 
Against Tukhachevsky

Anglo-French d ip lom acy is m ak ing  the m ost in tensive e ffo rt 
to woo the Soviet U nion in to  th e ir bloc aga inst H it le r . So fa r . 
however, Moscow has continued to preserve the cautious m id 
dle-of-the-road position i t  has occupied in European po litics  ever 
since M un ich .

E ve r since 1933 when S ta lin  openly o ffered fr iendsh ip  to 
H it le r  and was rebuffed , i t  has been understood th a t some kind 
of deal w ith  H it le r  rem ained in  the background of S ta lin 's  cal- 
--------------------------------------------------- cu la tions. When the P eople ’s

AVOID PRESSING 
G.P.U. LINKS AT 
PASSPORT TRIAL
Hush-Hush Policy Aids 

Future Frame-Ups 
By Stalin

By N AT L E V IN E
(Specia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l) 

N EW  Y O R K —As the con- 
sp iracy  t r ia l  o f passport fo rg 
ers O ss ip 'G arber, A aron Sharf- 
in and E dw ard  B la t t  m oved in 
to its  second week before Judge 
H enry  W. Goddard in  Federa l 
C ourt, i t  has become apparent 
th a t the governm ent prosecu
tors have so fa r  de libe ra te ly  
avoided estab lish ing  the S ta lin 
is t connections of the defend
ants.

A lthough the prosecution has 
a lready presented a g rea t mass 
of in c rim in a tin g  evidence 
against the three men and w il l  
continue to press its  case in the 
com ing weeks, i t s ’ d is in c lin a 
tion to a ir  the S ta lin is t connec
tions of the consp ira tors is 
n ice ly  covering  up the G .P .U .

Hush-Hush P o licy 
Th is  is a continuation  of the 

(Continued on Page 3)

F ro n t set-up collapsed a fte r 
M unich and in  Spain, S ta lin  re 
turned to th is  p ro je c t as a pos 
sible w ay out of the h o rr ib ly  
iso lated and pe rilous ly  exposed 
position in w hich the U.S.S.R. 
found its e lf as a resu lt o f Stal 
in ’s abandonm ent o f the in te r
na tiona l re vo lu tiona ry  move 
m ent.

K r iv its k y 's  D isclosures
A t th is  m om ent, when the 

question of R ussia 's o rien ta 
tion  in  the com ing w a r rem ains 
suspended on the na rrow  edge 
of the im p e r ia lis t c ris is , s ta r
tlin g  co n firm a tio n  has come of 
S ta lin 's  previous e ffo rts  to find 
com m on ground w ith  H it le r.

These e ffo rts  are describee 
in  a sensational a rt ic le  by 
W a lte r K r iv its k y , fo rm e r head 
o f the Soviet M ili ta r y  In te ll i
gence in  W estern Europe, pub
lished in the S a turday Evening 
Post.

K r iv its k y  provides a whole 
new mass o f in fo rm a tio n  l in k 
ing the m assacre of M arsha! 
Tukhachevsky and o ther Red 
A rm y  generals and high o ff i
cers in  1937 to S ta lin 's  secrei 
negotiations w ith  the Nazi d ic 
ta to r.

Seeking a Deal
The fo rm e r in te lligence  chief, 

who broke w ith  S ta lin  as a re 
su lt o f the purge in  the Red 
A rm y  h igh com m and, shows 
th a t S ta lin , fa r  fom  being con 
cerned w ith  any strugg le  be 
tween “ dem ocracy and d ic ta  
to rs h ip "  has a c tu a lly  been t r y 
ing over a period of years tc 

(Continued on Page 3)

Y.P.S.L. Leads Militant 
Student Anti- War Strike

(S pecia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
N EW  Y O R K , A p r il 21.—The 

cleavage between the an ti-w a r 
and the p ro -w ar forces was 
c le a rly  dem onstra ted Thursday 
on every college campus.

F o r the past few  years, in 
A p ril, students have q u it th e ir 
classroom s in p ro test against 
im p e ria lis t w a r moves. Th is 
year the students were con
fronted by the p ro -w ar S ta lin 
ists and the A m erican  Student 
Union vocife rous ly  p ro c la im in g  
the ir in ten tion  to support 
Roosevelt in  a new “ w a r fo r 
dem ocracy.”  They were, how
ever, supported by m uch sm a ll- 
i r  crowds than las t year.

In  m ost schools the Young 
People’s S ocia lis t League <4th 
n te rna tiona l) led the an ti-w a r 

forces. The key slogan was the 
O xford Pledge w h ich  is a 
>ledge not to support any w ar 
which the U n ited  States gov
e rnm ent m ay undertake.

The Y .P .S .L . < 4th In te rn a 
tiona l) gave a dem onstra tion of 
w ha t an an ti-w a r s tr ike  can be 
like  a t C ity  E ven ing  on Wed
nesday n igh t. 150 Y ipsels, in 
un ifo rm , c a rry in g  hundreds of 
p lacards and torches m arched, 
sang and shouted slogans. 
O ver 300 people heard Jam es 
B urnham , ed ito r of the New 
In te rn a tio n a l. and Nathan 
Gould. N ational S ecre tary of 
the Y .P .S .L . S ta lin is ts  tr ied  to 
drow n out the speakers by 
heckling  bu t they were qu ick ly  
shut up. A m arch around the 
Campus and the sing ing  o f the 
In te rna tiona le  wound up a co l
o rfu l m eeting.

Shachtm an a t C .C .N .Y.
A t C ity  College 400 students 

thunderously applauded M ax

Shachtm an as he denounced 
Roosevelt and the w ar mongers 
and ca lled  fo r  the u n ity  of 
w orkers and students in  “ the 
only w ar h is to ric a lly  ju s tifie d , 
the w a r o f the to ile rs  against 
the bosses." The S ta lin is ts  had 
inv ited  F e rd inand  S m ith  o f the 
N ationa l M a r it im e  U nion tc 
speak. He is notorious on the 
west coast as a scab as has 
been p rev ious ly  pointed out in 
the Appeal. Fannie  H u rs t also 
was in v ite d  to speak, but w ish 
ing the "boys lu c k "  <in the 
next war?> was a ll she could 
find  to say.

A t B rook lyn  College 250 s tu 
dents heard Irv in g  Panken and 

' Isadore R ader, m em bers o f the 
D iv is ion  Council o f the Young 
People ’s S ocia lis t League.

B urnham  A ttacks Wise
A t a fo rum  a t N .Y .U , James 

B u rnham 's  m as te rfu l speech 
a tta ck in g  Jam es W aterm an 
Wise who spoke fo r co llec tive  
se cu rity  received hea rty  ap
plause. Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r the 
m eeting the Young People 's So
c ia lis t League s ta rted  a m eet
ing of its  own w h ich  was at
tended by 400 people who took 
the O xford  Pledge.

Louis Becker of the D iv is ion  
Council o f the Y .P .S .L . ad
dressed 400 students at the C ity  
23rd S treet s tr ike . B e cke r’s 
speech was in sharp  con tras t to 
th a t of Jeannette R ankin  who 
advised a postcard cam paign to 
Congress to stop w ar.

N athan Gould, speaking to 
200 women a t H un te r B ronx, 
won th e ir enthusiastic  support 
to the re vo lu tio n a ry  w a r posi
tion  by h is p ie rc ing  analysis of 

(Continued on Page 2)

Politicians Stage Final 
Maneuvers for War 

Alliances

ARMIES ON MOVE

H e lp less m ill io n s  th ro u g h 
o u t the w o r ld  a rc  w a il in g  fo r  
the w a r c louds to  b reak o ve r 
th e ir  heads.

A  hand f i l l  o f  p o lit ic ia n s , 
generals, bankers!', and b ig  
cap ita lis ts  a rc  m o v in g  huge 
arm ies and navies across land  
and sea and m a n ip u la t in g  
w ho le  p opu la tions  lik e  so 
m any ch ips in a p o ke r game.

B r ita in  and F ra n ce  have 
made i t  p la in  th a t they in tend  
now  to  l ig h t to  ho ld  on to  the 
colonies, the m arke ts , the n a t
u ra l resources and the m illio n s  
of b lack, brow n, and ye llow  
slaves in  A fr ic a  and Asia upon 
whom  th e ir  power rests,

G erm any and I ta ly  have 
p layed th e ir  own h ija ck in g  
game ju s t about as fa r  as i t  
can go w ith o u t a w ar. Danzig 
m ay be the la s t th ing  H it le r  
w il l  be able to rake  in  w ithou t 
hav ing  to d raw  his guns—and 
perhaps not even Danzig. 

F .D .R . Serves N otice
P res ident Roosevelt has a l

ready served notice on the 
A m erican  people th a t he in 
tends to th row  th is  coun try 's  
forces in to  the im pend ing  con
f l ic t  over the w o rld ’s riches. He 
<,alks about “ dem o cra cy " bu t 
what he means is th a t W all 
Street im p e ria lis m  intends th is  
,ime to snatch a m a jo r p a r t of 
.he w o rld ’s swag fo r its e lf and 
o com plete its  w o rld  fin a n c ia l 
dom ination w ith  even m ore d i
rect p o lit ic a l contro l o f the 
n a jo r m arke ts , especia lly  in 
he F a r E as t and in  L a tin  
Am erica.

H is “ p ic a "  to H it le r  and 
Mussolini was p r im a r i ly , as 
he New Y o rk  T im es was b lun t 
rnough to a d m it, fo r  the “ rec- 
>rd." When he issues his w ar 
ra il he w ill be able to te ll the 
Am erican masses th a t he d id  
svery th ing  possible to keep the 
peace.
“ B rea th ing  Space”  Im possib le

M ussolin i, in  his own squeaky 
lit t le  w ay, has a lready made 
lis  negative re p ly  to the Roose- 
/e lt  proposal fo r a ten-year 
irm is tic e . B u t the rea l re p ly  
w ill come on A p r il 28 when 
H it le r, the boss of the axis p a r t
nership, w il l  in  a ll p ro b a b ility  
serve on the w orld  a sweeping 
series of ax is  demands as the 
price of te rm in a tin g , fo r the 
tim e  being, d ire c t te r r ito r ia l 
grabs.

N e ithe r G erm any nor I ta ly  
can a c tu a lly  even consider a 
.en-year “ b rea th ing  space”  be
cause the F asc is t reg im es 
rould not. w ithstand the te r r i f ic  
economic s tra in  fo r th a t long, 
especia lly since there is no 
prospect of any genera l im 
p rovem ent in  w o rld  econom ic 
conditions. They a rc  d rive n  to 
seek new m arke ts , new colo
nies, new spheres of e xp lo ita 
tion and to get them  by any or 
a ll the fou l means made fa m il
ia r  by the past h is to ry  o f im 
p e ria lis t expansion on the p a rt 
o f B r ita in , F rance, the U n ited  
States, and a ll the o ther lesser 
freebooters.

“ D em ocracy”  T a lk  Bunk
The so-called “ dem ocracies”  

on th e ir  p a r t are going to hold 
on to th e ir em pires w ith  a ll the 
force they can m uste r. B ig  
finance in London. P a ris , and 
New Y o rk  is ready to p ro tect 
its  m illio n s  fro m  its  r iv a ls  
down to the la s t drop o f w o rk 
e rs ' blood.

T h a t is w hy we are today on 
the b rin k  o f a new ghastly  
w o rld  s laughte r. A ll the rest 
about "d e m o c ra c y ”  and “ c iv i l 
iz a tio n " and “ fre e d o m ”  is ju s t 
so m uch bunk. Ask the peoples 
of In d ia , the b lacks o f A fr ic a , 
the Indo-Chinese, the peoples o f 
Cuba, P uerto  R icp. N ica ragua , 
B ra z il, about the “ dem ocracy”  
o f B r ita in , F rance, and the 
U nited States! Ask the w o rk 
ers o f G rea t B r ita in  who haye 
a lready  been to ld they are go
ing to have forced labor and 
reg iona l d ic ta to rsh ips  in  w a r- 

(Continued on Page 2)

(S pecia l to the S o c ia lis t A ppea l)
W A S H IN G T O N , April 20.— A major thrust in the ad

vancing' offensive against the unemployed has been projected 
for early next week, according to Congressmen who have 
been leading the campaign of the Roosevelt Administration 
to slash relief appropriations and dump the money into the 
war machine.

This attack on the unemployed and their organizations is 
proceeding hand in hand with t te developing offensive against
jnions and union rights 
ill rough court decisions and 
through the barrage laid 
down against the provisions 
of the Wagner Act.

F irs t, Colonel F . C. H a rr in g 
ton, W .P .A. A d m in is tra to r, 
w il l  be ca lled before the House 
A pprop ria tions  subcom m ittee 
w h ich  is now “ in ve s tig a tin g ”  
re lie f and W tP .A . under the 
leadersh ip  of R epresentative 
W oodrum  and demanded to 
brand the W orkers A lliance  as 
an “ im p ro p e r"  representative 
of the re lie f w orkers.

I f  H a rrin g to n  "recogn izes”  
the W orkers A lliance  as an o r 
ganization of the unemployed, 
then the second move w il l  be 
in itia te d . Leg is la tion  w il l  be 
in troduced in Congress re fus
ing  to g ra n t re lie f funds to any 
m em ber of the W orkers A l l i 
ance.

B low  A ga inst Jobless
T h is  is a de libera te  blow 

cold-bloodedly designed against 
a ll the unem ployed, whether 
they belong to any p a rtic u la r 
unem ployed o rgan iza tion  or 
not.

I t  comes as an im m ed ia te  
re su lt o f the adm issions by 
W orkers A lliance  bureaucrats 
Lasser and B en jam in  be
fo re  , W oodrum 's “ in ves tiga t
in g "  com m ittee  th a t they no 
longer believe in  m ilita n t ac
tion  and support no s tr ik e  ac
tion  by unem ployed w orkers.

Ignores L o ya lty  Oaths
W oodrum . who has long been 

notorious fo r his b itte r opposi
tion  to any appropria tions 
w hatever fo r the re lie f o f the 
unem ployed, contem ptuously 
brushed aside a ll Lasser's  and 
B e n ja m in 's  protestations ol 
lo ya lty  to the U. S. govern
m ent. W oodrum  is not in te re s t
ed in  lis ten ing  to oaths of a lle 
giance to the fla g  bu t in squeez
ing down re lie f appropria tions 
to the la s t possible notch of 
s ta rva tion .

The seriousness of the o ffen 
sive under w ay aga inst the un
employed is thus dem onstrated 
in  inescapable te rm s. Unless 
im m ed ia te  protests of a m il i
ta n t na ture  are launched by the 
unem ployed on a nation-w ide 
scale, the unemployed w il l  find  
th e ir o rganizations shattered, 
every  cent of the funds which 
is  the irs  d ive rted  in to  the w ar 
m achine, and the m ost te rr ib le  
hunger and su ffe ring  in flic ted  
on th e ir ranks.

Peoples of A ll Nations 
Face Ghastly Slaughter
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B y B. J. WIDICK
W ith  the odds at 50-50 that 

w a r w ill break out th is  sp ring  
and 80-20 th a t i t  w il l begin by 
nex t fa ll,  there is n ’t  m uch tim e 
le ft to prepare the union m ove
m ent fo r the tr ia ls  and tr ib u la 
tions ahead under w a r-tim e  
conditions.

A study of the events in  
A m e rica  in the la s t w o rld  w ar 
g ive a c lea r p ic tu re  o f w hat 
Qan be expected tom orrow , and 
in c id e n ta lly , shows how phoney 
the last w a r fo r “ dem ocracy”  
was.

Spearhead 
Against I.W.W.

I t  was inev itab le  th a t the 
spear-head o f the bosses’ d rive  
against unionism  should be 
concentrated on the I.W .W . 
w ith  its  m ilita n t tra d itio n s  and 
unre len ting  strugg le  fo r the o p 
pressed.

Chief union s treng th  of the 
I.W .W . was in the Lum ber 
W orkers o f the N orthw est, 30,- 
000; the M eta l M ine W orkers, 
40,000, p r im a r i ly  in  the Rocky 
m ounta in  and M innesota and 
M ioh igan  iron  ore regions; the 
A g ric u ltu ra l W orkers, 24,000 
and others.

In  the sp ring  of 1917 a n um 
ber of sm a ll lum ber s tr ikes  de
veloped under the inhum ane 
conditions and low  wages th a t 
made w ork unbearable. They 
spread in Idaho, W ashington, 
Oregon and M ontana.

The governm ent re p ly  to the 
s tr ike s  was qu ick  in  com ing. 
In fa n try  troops fro m  Oregon 
were sent to leading s tr ike  cen
ters and a round up of a ll p ick 
ets began. A concentra tion 
cam p was erected a t Ellens- 
burgh. W ashington, w  h e r e  
m any s tr ike rs  w ere held fo r 
m onths w ithou t any charge be
ing  p laced aga inst them !

R esentm ent over th is  b ru ta l 
tre a tm e n t spread to other lu m 
ber centers, and combined w ith  
ag ita tion  fo r  an e igh t-hour day 
and sa n ita ry  cam p conditions, 
a s tr ik e  of 50,000 lum berw ork- 
ers in  the r ich  t im b e r be lt ol 
P uget Sound resu lted.

Miners Strike
A t th is  tim e  the coun try  was 

scandalized to read about a dis
astrous f ire  a t the Speculator 
m ine in B u tte , M ontana tha t 
took the lives o f 260 m iners. 
14,000 m iners  w ent ou t on 
s tr ike  to obta in  union contro l 
of sa fe ty appliances under
ground and tlie  abo lition  of the 
b la ck lis t.

The whole N orthw est and 
West was seething w ith  unrest 
I t  was then th a t the unionists 
got a rea l taste o f the “ dem oc
ra c y ”  fo r w h ich  A m erican  
w orkers were losing th e ir lives 
in  Europe.

A v ig ila n te  “ L o ya lty  i-ieague’ ’ 
in  Jerom e, A riz ., k idnapped 
100 s tr ik e rs  and drove them  out 
of the area. Police aided them 
by a rres ting  the s tr ik e rs  a fte r 
they were freed by the v ig i
lantes.

In  Bisbee, A riz ., 2,000 com 
pany o ffic ia ls , etc., a rm ed w ith  
r ifle s , dragged 1,200 s tr ike rs  
fro m  th e ir beds ea rly  on Ju ly  
12, 1917 and m arched them  to 
Low e ll and other nearby cities, 
The s tr ike rs  were co rra lled  like  
ca ttle  in ra ilro a d  cars used fo r 
an im a ls  am id  beatings, etc. 
and the m u rd e r of one s tr ike r.

A fte r the tra in  departed, U. 
S. so ld iers took charge o f it 
and pu t the s tr ike rs  in  an en
cam pm ent a t Columbus, N . M ;, 
where they stayed fo r  over 
three m onths! Those who le ft 
and re turned to the scene ol 
the s tr ike  were a rrested !

Com pany gunmen kidnapped 
F ra n k  L it t le  of the General E x 
ecutive Board and hanged h im  
on August 1, 1917!

Whip Up Lynch Spirit
M eanw hile , the press o f the 

coun try , as emphasized in  the 
s tudy made pub lic  recen tly  by 
John Hopkins U n ive rs ity , was 
w h ipp ing  up add itiona l lynch 
s p ir it  by seeking to tie  the 
W obblies to the “ Germ an- 
H uns.”  A il Wobblies were G e r
m an spies, accord ing  to the 
newspaper headlines.

The hys te ria  aroused by th is  
cam paign created the basis fo r 
the nation-w ide ra ids, arrests, 
beatings and m urde r o f the 
I.W .W . m em bers. On Septem 
ber 5, 1917, a lm ost every  ha ll 
o f the I.W .W . in  the coun try  
was ra ided.

The convention of the Con
s truc tion  W orkers In d u s tr ia l 
U nion, 15,000 s trong, was bust
ed up and forty-seven delegates 
arrested to be held fo r  months 
w ithou t charges o r t r ia l.

W hile  m any o f the lum be r 
s tr ikes  were broken, the use of 
a m od ified  “ s it-dow n s tr ik e "  
ta c tic  applied as “ job -ac tion ”  
by the s tr ike rs  who were forced 
back to w ork  secured the e ight- 
hour day and im p rovem en t in  
the sa n ita ry  conditions!

C .I.O . Auto Union Faces Difficult Future
C.P. LEADERSHIP 
IS MENACE TO 
UNION POSITION

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
to the S ta lin is t m achine was 
provided in  C leveland by a has
ti ly  im prov ised  caucus under 
-he leadership of the b ig four 
D e tro it looals; West Side, 
B riggs, Hudson and C hrysler. 
These locals and th e ir leading 
o ffice rs  had been a ligned a ll 
J irougn the M a rtin  iac tlona l 
fig h t w ith  the “ U n ity  G ro u p ,”  
A fte r the fo rm a l sp lit, when 
M artin  fo rm ed his organ iza
tion, a fu rious  ba ttle  broke out 
on the executive board be
tween R euther and.h is  support, 
ers, and the S ta lin is t m achine. 
The issues they were figh ting , 
rem ained, however, com ple te
ly  obscure and the f ig h t itse lf 
was conducted behind closed 
doors, w ithou t the knowledge, 
approva l or o therw ise of the 
auto m em bersh ip .

In  the week preceeding the 
convention. Reuther. and his 
iriends deceived them selves in 
to be liev ing they w ould contro l 
an easy m a jo r ity  a t C leveland, 
through the cooperation o f the 
C. I .  O. o ffic ia ls . B u t when 
.hey came to C leveland they 
found the m a jo r ity  on the other 
side. Instead o f p lann ing  a 
strugg le  on m a jo r issues tha t 
would have s p lit  the S ta lin is t 
forces, they staked th e ir cards 
on the in te rven tion  and in f lu 
ence of H illm a n  and M u rra y . 
B u t as the convention showed, 
they reckoned w ithou t th e ir 
host.

C. I. O. Force
The C. I. O. in  the persons of 

H illm an  and M u rra y , was pos
sib ly the m ost im p o rta n t fores 
i t  the C leveland convention. 
Behind the scenes they w ielded 
i  trem endous in fluence and 
au tho rity  on a ll im p o rta n t de
cisions. W hat d id  the C.I.O. 
a ttem p t to accom plish? P r i
m a r ily  they wanted a “ respon
sib le  leadersh ip ”  a t the helm  
of the U .A .W . T h a t was why 
they picked R. J* Thom as as 
th e ir candidate fo r union p res i
dent.

A conserva tive  un ionist, they 
in e w  he w ould be com plete ly 
im enab le  to C.I.O . advice. 
H illm an  and M ui-ray rapped 
the;. C. P. crow d over the 
knuckles, as they had done in 
the P ittsbu rgh  C .I.O. conven
tion—in order to keep them  
from  ge tting  too m uch power 
and to avoid the im pression 
from  ge tting  abroad th a t the 
U.A.W . was dom inated, by a 
bunch of “ com m un is ts .”  B u t 
they would not and they could 
not f ig h t the S ta lin is ts  in  an 
spen p o lit ica l s trugg le . H i l l 
man and M u rra y  did m ost of 
the ir w ork  in  the hotel room 
caucuses.

The te m po ra ry  s p lit among 
.he top leadership of the union, 
he defensive position of the 
2. P. m achine when under 
2.1.0. a ttack , the sure know l
edge of the C. P. th a t they had 
i  m a jo r ity  of the votes any- 
io w  and th e ir lack o f g rea t in- 
erest in  the constitu tiona l pro- 
/is ions, the presence of la rge, 
m p o rta n t delegations in  oppo
sition to the S ta lin is t m achine, 
i l l  w orked to produce w ha t ap
peared as a h igh ly  dem ocra tic  
convention.

The loosely kn itted  and im 
provised bloc of R euther and 
lis  fr iends believed a t the be- 
rinn ing  of the convention th a t 
■hey would d iffe re n tia te  th e m 
selves fro m  the S ta lin is ts  by 
he ir proposals fo r a h igh ly  
le m o cra tic  union convention 
ind  thus sw ing the m em ber
ship to th e ir side. B u t the Stal- 
n ists d id n ’t g ive a rap  about 
,he constitu tion , as long as they 
■vere going to do the in te rp re t- 
ng and a d m in is tra tin g . F a r 
to m  fig h tin g  the constitu tiona l 
proposals, they became the 
pypocritica l cham pions of de- 
nocracy . They dem agogica lly  
spurred on the rank and file  to 
;u t down the powers of the In - 
e rna tiona l P res ident and sh ift 
hem to the E xecu tive  Board. 
Vhy not? In  th is  case the 
lem ocra tic  desires o f the rank 
in d  file  was duck soup fo r the 
S ta lin is t m achine. W hile  they 
.vere not sure of the presi- 
lency, they were sure of th e ir 
n a jo r ity  on the new executive 
board.

As the convention progressed 
it  became c lea r th a t the loose 
progressive bloc d id n ’t  know 
bow to d iffe re n tia te  its e lf fro m  
,he tr ic k y , unpred ictab le , un
scrupulous C.P. m achine. They 
were stum ped. T h e ir one and 
only a tte m p t to f ig h t the issues 
out on the convention flo o r in  
connection w ith  the o ff ic e rs ’ 
repo rt was a to ta l flo p , A rea l 
f ig h t here could have set the 
tone fo r the whole convention 
and s p lit  the C. P. bloc wide 
open. B u t the fig h t, a fte r the 
smoke had c leared, seemed 
lit t le  m ore than a personal 
w rang le  between R euther and 
Frankensteen and even there

Liberal Labor Caucus Endorses 
Eide as Mpls. Mayoralty Candidate

Socialist Workers Party Branch Withdraws Candidate 
To Support Progressive Trade Union Slate

(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS  — About 300 delegates 

fro m  trade unions and. F a rm e r-L a b o r w ard  
clubs endorsed T. A. E ide as candidate fo r 
m ayor, together w ith  a p a rt ia l s late o f can
didates fo r a lderm en and o ther c ity  o ffices, 
a t a caucus held here A p r il 8.

E ide has been secre ta ry  of the F ra n k lin  
Cooperative cream ery  since 1925. A s tee r
ing com m ittee  m et two days la te r a t the 
C entra l Labo r U nion and com pleted the 
slate.

F o llow ing  th is developm ent, the M innea
po lis branch of the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
issued the fo llow ing  s ta tem ent on the w ith 
d raw a l o f its  m a yo ra lty  candidate;

*  *  *

The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  welcomes the 
resurgence of the M inneapolis trade union 
m ovem ent on the p o lit ic a l fie ld , as shown by 
the actions of the union delegates a t the A p ril 
8 la b o f-lib e ra l eaucus to salvage w hat rem ains 
o f the w reckage of the once-progresslve 
F a rm e r-L a b o r m ovem ent.

S ta lin is ts  Pushed Aside
F o r the f i r s t  tim e  in three years, the Com 

m un is t P a rty  did not con tro l a loca l labor 
p o lit ica l convention. The trade unions, re a c t
ing to the bu reaucra tic  practices and a n ti
w o rk ing  class polic ies of the S ta lin is ts , on the 
one hand, and to the ferocious a ttacks o f the 
Stassen (R epublican) m achine on the other, 
sent representatives in  such num bers as to 
contro l the A p r il 8 convention and d ic ta te  the 
choice of candidates and the p la tfo rm  upon 
w h ich  candidates are pledged to run .

Though dozens of M inneapolis trade  unions 
have recen tly  w ithd raw n  fro m  the F a rm e r- 
Labo r Association, i t  was shown on A p r il 8 
th a t the unions are by no means apathetic  to 
the severe p o lit ica l blows rece ived recen tly  by 
organized labor.

In  .view of the long s tride  taken tow ards 
labo r p o lit ic a l u n ifica tion , and in  o rde r that, 
no obstacles, rea l o r im a g in a ry , be placed in 
the road of la b o r ’s cam paign to d rive  the As
sociated Indus tries  fro m  the courthouse, the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  has decided to w ith 
d raw  its  candidate fo r m ayor, Carlos Hudson. 
O ur p a rty  urges a ll w orkers  to vote fo r the 
candidates of the A p r il 8 la b o r-lib e ra l caucus.

W ith d ra w a l No Precedent
By. th is  w ith d ra w a l, the S ocia lis t W orkers 

P a rty  does not set a precedent w hereby we 
w il l  w ith d ra w  our candidates when confronted 
w ith  candidates o f other labor groups. In  fu 
tu re  as in  past cam paigns, accord ing to c i r 
cum stances, the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  w il l  
m ake its  estim ate  e ithe r to f ile  its  own cand i
dates o r to g ive a m easure of c r it ic a l support 
to candidates of o ther labor groups.

I t  is qu ite  possible th a t unscrupulous p o li
tic ia n s  w il l  now a tte m p t to dub T . A. E ide , the 
candidate o f the union caucus, a “ T ro ts k y ite ,”  
and to d is to rt our position. We are sure, how

ever, tha t ou r friends, fa m il ia r  w ith  our p o lit
ica l views, w ill not be confused by such 
charges but w il l  g ive th e ir support to a ll can
didates of the labor caucus despite the fa c t 
that- none of them  is a revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t. 
E ide  is not the candidate of the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty .

Ind ica tes D ifferences
The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  makes th is  

move w ithou t in  the least concealing its  basic 
d ifferences w ith  both the p o lit ica l p rogram  
and the o rgan iza tiona l set-up of the labor 
caucus.

The p la tfo rm  adopted A p r il 8 contains de
mands w h ich  are in  the m a in  progressive in 
so far as they go, bu t in  a lm ost every instance 
they could and should have been ca rr ie d  m uch 
fu rth e r.

The m ost g la rin g  de fic iency in  the p la tfo rm  
is its  fa ilu re  to m ention the ve ry  rea l th re a t of 
a new h o rrib le  im p e ria lis t w a r “ to save de
m o cra cy ”  and to speak out unm is takab ly  
against th a t w ar and the Roosevelts and Lan- 
dons who are com bin ing  to lead us in to  w ar.

W hile  i t  is true  th a t the p la tfo rm  approved 
by the delegates to the A p r il 8 caucus—unlike  
a ll F a rm e rrL a b o r p la tfo rm s  in  recent years— 
c a re fu lly  avoids the a tte m p t to tie  the trade  
unions to e ithe r of the two old boss parties, 
i t  fa ils  to make c lea r the next log ica l po litio a l 
step fo r the union m ovem ent: the crea tion  
loca lly  of a Labor P o litica l League and its im 
m ediate  hook-up n a tiona lly  w ith  the forces 
w o rk ing  fo r the crea tion  of a na tiona l labor 
p a rty  independent of and opposed to the boss 
parties .

P o lit ic a l A ppara tus Needed
Though a ll candidates indorsed A p r il 8 are 

pledged to abide by the p la tfo rm  adopted, ye t 
the trade  union m ovem ent w il l  lack  tlie  o rgan 
iza tiona l apparatus to hold the candidates to 
th e ir  pledges, once they are elected. A g rea t 
weakness o f the F a rm e r-L a b o r Association, 
and one of the fac to rs  con tr ib u tin g  to the 
crash o f the F a rm e r-L a b o r P a rty , was th a t 
i t  d id  not p e rm it the trade  unions to contro l 
the persons elected by the F .L .P . We saw 
th is  in  the case of L a tim e r, of Benson, etc., 
etc. The caucus fo rm  o f organ iza tion  w hich 
w ill conduct the cam paign fo r the union can
didates is m uch too loose to g ive any gua ran 
tee th a t the candidates w ill c a rry  ou t the w ill 
o f the unions, once in o ffice . We ask a ll w o rk 
ers to ra ise in th e ir  unions im m e d ia te ly  the 
question of fo rm in g  a Labor P o litica l League 
based on the trade union m ovem ent, to fu r 
the r the p o lit ic a l s trugg le  of labor.

C lean the Stassen-Associated Industries- 
Leach crow d out of the courthouse!

Vote fo r  the candidates of the labor caucus!
F o r a Labo r P o lit ic a l League o f the trade 

unions lo ca lly , fo r  a labor p a rty  n a tio n a lly !
Join the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , the on ly 

an ti-w a r p a rty  o f the w o rk ing  class!

the la tte r  ca rr ie d  away the 
trophies o f the ba ttle .

In  th e ir p riva te  caucus m eet
ings, the progressives leve lled 
ferocious a ttacks aga inst the 
C om m unist P a rty  on the gen
era l o rder of L e w is ’s a ttacks 
against any p o lit ic a l group con
tro llin g  the union. B u t a fte r 
the long fac tiona l ba ttle  w ith  
M a rtin , such a ttacks have lost 
a lo t of th e ir s ting  in  the U .A . 
W. What’ were the delegates 
supposed to.do, w hat were they 
supposed to say and vote fo r 
on the convention floo r?  Be
cause of th e ir own in e xp e ri
ence. th e ir lack  of genuine p ro 
gram  (as d istinguished fro m  a 
p rogram  on pape r), th e ir lack 
of c la r ity  on why they were op
posed to the C om m unist P a rty  
machine, the progressive bloc 
was maneuvered in to a posi
tion of w aging its  whole f ig h t 
aga inst the proposition o f hav
ing five  v ice presidents.

H illm a n  and M u rra y , de te r
m ined to avoid a sharp conven
tion f ig h t and seeing th is  as an 
opening to decrease the speci
fic  C. P. in fluence, pub lic ly  
recom m ended as a com pro 
mise th a t no v ice-presidents be 
elected. The C.P. would no t 
fig h t the C .I.O. leadership and 
accepted the proposal by 
ipeeches of byzantine f la tte ry  
to the superio r w isdom  o f the 
C.I.O. Before a C.I.O . u lt im a 
tum — the C. P. always ca p itu 
lates !

Th is  was a p a rt ia l defeat fo r 
the C.P. m achine and the only 
defeat th a t they suffered. By 
e lim in a tin g  the S ta lin is t vice- 
presidents, the actua l day by 
day ad m in is tra tio n  o f the In 
te rna tiona l o ffice rs  le ft more 
under the d ire c t contro l of R. 
J. Thom as, U nion P resident 
and there fore  under the d ire c t 
influence of the C .I.O.

U nce rta in  F u tu re
The auto union now faces a 

fu tu re  overspread w ith  d a rk 
ness and unce rta in ty . I t  faces 
a g row ing reaction  in  the coun
try , w hich is a lready m aking  
its e lf fe lt  in  the ve ry  ranks of 
the union m em bersh ip , itse lf. 
I t  faces a reac tiona ry  on
slaught by the state leg is la 
tures in  the fo rm  o f v ic ious ly  
an ti-labor b ills . I t  faces a re 
ac tiona ry  onslaught fro m  the 
courts, of w h ich  the Apex de
cision is on ly  a ha rb inge r of 
the g rea t anti-union cam paign 
to come. I t  faces the g row ing  
antagonism  and reaction  on 
the p a rt of the autom obile 
m anu factu re rs  and i t  faces the 
add itiona l th re a t of a f r a t r i 
c ida l w a r w ith  M a r t in ’s union, 
w hich w il l  sh o rtly  receive an

ANNOUNCEMENTS
G R AND  B A L-M U S E T T E —Sat

u rday , A p r il 22, 916 9th Ave.

B R IN G  YO U R  F R IE N D S , 
your S isters, and your Cou
sins and your Aunts to the 
A s to ria  B ranch  P a rty . Sat
u rday , A p r il 22. W orkm en ’s 
C irc le , 28-40 31st St. (I.R .T . 
or B .M .T . to G rand Ave., 
A s to ria ). Fun F o r A ll.

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Pa.
W ORKERS E D U C A T IO N A L 

FO R U M  presents; Ludw ig  
Lo re—“ Fascism  in  the U n it
ed S tates.”  F r id a y , A p r il 28 
a t 8:30 P .M . 810 Locust St.

D E T R O IT , M ich .
M A Y  D A Y  C E LE B R A T IO N . 

Speakers: George C larke and 
Genora Johnson. Special 
show ing o f “ Tsa r to L e n in .”  
Sunday, A p r il 30 a t 8 P .M . 
A B C  H a ll, 7949 M ack (near 
Van D yke ). 35c.

A .F .L . cha rte r. The m anufac
tu re rs  m ay conspire to p lay  o ff 
one union aga inst the other in  
an a tte m p t to destroy a ll 
un ionism  in the autom obile in 
dustry .

The S ta lin is t leadership is 
reac tiona ry , incom petent, auto
c ra t ic  and pro -w ar. I t  is  not 
in terested nor concerned w ith  
the actua l union prob lem s of 
the autom obile  w orkers or any 
o ther set of w orkers. I t  is in 
terested in co n tro llin g  the 
union, as a pawn in its  ro tten  
game to h u rl the A m erican  
w ork ing  class in to  w ar.

C. P. P e rils  U nion
I f  the C. P. contro lled  E xecu

tive  board m a jo r ity  is allowed 
to run  the union, unchecked by 
the m em bersh ip  and the loca l, 
union organizations, i t  w il l  run 
the U .A .W . r ig h t in to  the 
ground. C ontro l by the C.P. 
m achine constitu tes the “ kiss 
of death”  to any union o rgan i
zation.

I t  is the respons ib ility  o f the 
fou r la rge  local unions th a t 
have undertaken to lead the 
rank  and f ile  a t the C leveland 
Convention in an anti-C .P. 
f ig h t to continue the ba ttle  to 
rebu ild  and preserve the 
U .A .W . They m ust now adopt 
a union bu ild ing  p rog ram , 
along the lines of the p rogram  
advocated a t the convention by 
a group of independent p ro 
gressives fro m  C leveland and 
D e tro it locals and thus ra lly  
the rank  and f i le  in to  a great 
progressive a n ti-S ta lin is t bloc 
w h ich  w il l  be able to e ffec
tiv e ly  solve the pressing p rob
lem s th a t face the autom obile 
w orkers  and e lim ina te  the 
S ta lin is t disease fro m  the 
union ranks.

NATIONAL COAL 
STRIKE THREAT 
MADE BY LEWIS

(Continued from  Page 1)
dustries, the th re a t of the na
tion-w ide s tr ik e  is expected to 
hasten governm enta l in te rve n 
tion  to break the deadlock.

Fear B low  to W ar P lans
A lready John R. Steelman, 

d ire c to r of the U n ited  States 
Bureau of C onc ilia tion  (who. in 
c id e n ta lly , w alked th rough the 
p icke t lines in  the recen t hotel 
s tr ik e  here), and Jam es F. 
Dewey, a fede ra l conc ilia to r, 
conferred w ith  the m in e rs ’ 
com m ittee  and the operators.

A nx ie ty  was expressed in 
W hite House c irc les  th a t the 
m in e rs ’ s tr ike  was “ jeopard iz
ing the na tiona l defense p ro 
g a m ,”  and i t  was expected tha t 
Roosevelt would soon in tervene 
to p revent any obstacles to his 
w ar plans.

Roosevelt, as usual, ind ica t 
ed he w ould step in a fte r the 
p re lim in a ry  stages had been 
b u ilt up by the depa rtm en t of 
conc ilia tion .

Closed Shop Issue
Chief issue between the 

U .M .W .A . and the coal o p e ra t
ors is the closed shop w h ich  is 
v ita l to the m iners  union i f  a 
d isastrous w a r between the 
C.I.O . and the A .F . of L . is to 
be avoided in  th is  indus try .

Besides the reac tiona ry  A .F . 
of L . dual union in  the m in e rs ’ 
indus try  a new th re a t arose in 
Western P ennsylvan ia  where a 
la rge  com pany union has been 
set up. A closed shop fo r the 
U .M .W .A . would e lim ina te  
these riva ls .

The im portance  of the A p
palachian agreem ent under d is
pute is tha t i t  sets the stan
dards fo r contracts  between the 
U .M .W .A . and the coal opera t
ors th roughout the coun try . 
But, in  g iv ing  up a ll demands 
fo r h igher wages and im proved 
conditions w hich were included 
in e a rly  negotiations, and in 
dem anding on ly the closed shop 
the U .M .W .A . com m ittee  is 
dangerously neg lecting  an op
p o rtu n ity  to im prove  the poor 
economic status o f the m iners 
on a na tiona l scale.

WORLD WAITING 
FOR SLAUGHTER 
FEST TO BEGIN

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
tim e , ask the woi'Kers ol 
F rance a lready under the iron 
hand of D ic ta to r D a lad ie r. ask 
the w orkers of A m erica  w ith 
ihe M -D ay in d u s tria l m obiliza 
Jon plans hanging over theit 
heads about “ dem ocracy” !

W ar fo r P ro fits
No, th is  w a r they are p repa r 

ing is fo r the p ro fits  of thi 
bosses, not the rig h ts  o f the 
masses in  any of the r iva  
camps. As fa r as governm en 
.a l system  is concerned, there 
w on’t  be m uch to choose be 
tween G erm any, I ta ly ,  F rance 
B rita in , o r the U nited State* 
once the w a r begins.

The present period o f desper
ate d ip lo m a tic  jockey ing , sup 
p lem ented by m u tu a lly  menac 
ing  moves of a rm ies and nav 
ies, o ffe rs only an in te rlude, 
perhaps the f in a l in te rlude , be 
fore  i t ’ ac tua lly  does begin.

The U n ited  States fle e t is or 
its  w ay to the P a c ific  to deal 
w ith  the Japanese end of the 
R om e-Berlin -Tokyo axis. I t .  is 
openly said in  W ashington that 
an undercover agreem ent ex 
ists between W ashington and 
London w hereby the A m erica r 
flee t w il l handle the F a r E ast 
ern assignm ent and leave the 
B r itis h  flee t free fo r operations 
in  the M ed ite rranean  and the 
A tla n tic .

W ith  m uch fan fa re  L in d 
bergh is paraded out to heir 
w h ip  up the hys te ria  w hich w il! 
enable the governm ent to con 
v ince the w orkers  of the need 
fo r its  g igan tic  a irp lane-bu ild  
ing  p rog ram . M illio n s  m ore are 
app ropria ted  fo r nava l bases 
and “ educa tiona l”  orders to 
in dus try  w h ile  a d rive  is begun 
aga inst o rganizations of the un 
em ployed under the guise of an 
“ in ve s tig a tio n ”  of the W .P.A. 
and aga inst the workers 
through co u rt decisions aimed 
a t the m ore lib e ra l provisions 
of ex is ting  laws and a t the 
righ ts  won by w orkers  in 
decades of b itte r  s trugg le . A ll 
th is  is p a rt o f the w a r p repa ra 
tions.

O ffe r S ta lin  A lliance
Am ong its  m any o ther p u r

poses, the Roosevelt message 
to H it le r  and M ussolin i was a l
so designed to aid F ranco -B ri- 
tish d ip lom acy in  its  e ffo rts  to 
sw ing the Soviet U nion in to  the 
a n ti-H it le r bloc.

B r ita in  and F rance  are now 
reported to be o ffe rin g  Moscow 
a fu ll-fledged  m ili ta ry  a lliance, 
but a ll insp ired  and w ish fu l re 
ports to the c o n tra ry  n o tw ith 
standing, Moscow seems to be 
continu ing  to hold D a lad ie r and 
C ham berla in  o ff a t a rm s length 
w a itin g  s t i l l  to see i f  they w ill 
make su ff ic ie n tly  i r o n c l a d  
pledges to w a rra n t the plunge 
into th e ir cam p or i f  H it le r  w ill 
ye t grasp the outstretched hand 
o f S ta lin  and make the one deal 
th a t would enable h im  to go to 
w a r w ith  B r ita in  and F rance 
w ith  a good chance of de fea t
ing  them .

M ay Day 8-page A P P E A L  
w ill be ol'f the press on Wednes
day, A p r il 26. 11 w il l  be in the 
’lands of every branch by M ay 
Day.

These few branches tha t 
have fa iled  to send in  th e ir 
May Day greetings yet, o r have 
lo t placed th e ir special May 
Day orders can s ti l l  do so. BUT 
f l lE V  M UST DO TH IS  IM M E 
D IA T E L Y , A IR -M A IL  SPE- 
2 IA L  D E L IV E R Y . O therw ise 
hey w il l  be too late. Th is  rep
resents abso lute ly the last op
portun ity . E ve ry th in g  ind i- 
'.ates not only a splendid May 
Day issue, but a record press 
un fo r the SO CIALIST A P 

PEAL.
*  *  *

fH E  BRAN CH ES AT W O R K:
“ The lite ra tu re  agent is or- 

le rin g  an add itiona l bundle or- 
le r  of the M ay Day ed ition. 
Ve p lan to have a tag day on 
Sunday, A p r il 30 in  one o f the 
w orking class d is tr ic ts  in  town 
o sell Appeals, to d is tribu te  
he M ay Day m anifestoes and 
o public ize the jo in t T w in  C ity  
•ally on M ay 1 ." — D orothy 
Schultz, St. Paul local.

"W e have sold the last, s ix 
ssues out com ple te ly . The 
street sales are o.k. — three 
lays a w e e k !"—John Taber. 
3oston lite ra tu re  d irec to r. In 
cidenta lly, th is Boston local un- 
ie r  John’s d irec tion- is going 
daces! Not on ly  did they w in  
ho second p rize  in  the sub
scription contest, bu t they are 
com plete ly paid up on th e ir  b ill 
in d  have been s tead ily  increas- 
ng th e ir o rder. We unde r
stand, too. (hat they have a fine 
street-sales squad.

“ C ongratu la tions on the new 
appearance of the Appeal. I  
‘h ink i t  looks m ore like  a news
paper and is easier to read. 
G enera lly  speaking, the Appeal

lias taken on m ore of a news
paper ch a ra c te r.” —Sam R ich 
te r of Chicago.

“ Wo are p a rt ic u la r ly  pleased 
w ith  the en larged fo rm a t and 
im proved typography, w hich 
was recen tly  e ffected. We hope 
to fu l f i l l  our subscrip tion  quota 
and double i t  i f  possible, even 
though we w il l  be late in  doing 
so.” -— P au l F ie ld in g  o f th® 
Akron branch.

*  *  *

Even though the sub-drive  is 
over we s t i l l  are able to repo rt 
good resu lts  on subscrip tions. 
L e t’s t r y  to keep up a pace of 
50 per week as a m in im u m . 
Here is th is  w eek ’s resu lts :

M IN N E A P O L IS  .............. 9
New Y ork  C ity .................. 7
Boston .........................   6
Chicago .............................  6
Pennsylvan ia  .................. 5
C a lifo rn ia  .........................  5
M ich igan  .........................  5
Youngstown .....................  4
St. Paul .............................  3
New Jersey ...................... 3
Ohio ...................................  2
Lyn n . M ass.......................  1
M issouri ...........................  1
M ary la n d  .......................... 1

T o ta l................................58
*  *  *

We w an t to po in t ou t th a t 
Sol Thom as of P h ilade lph ia , 
and Bob O nte ll o f Los Angeles, 
are the two s ta r subscrip tion  
ge tte rs of the P a rty . Each o f 
them  have been fa r  ahead o f 
anybody else d u rin g  the past 
m onth.

There were two bundle o rde r 
increases du ring  the past 
w eek: John M urphy  o f Los A n 
geles increased his 6y 25 and 
now takes 125 copies o f each 
issue: w h ile  John Taber o f Bos
ton added 20 to his and now 
takes a to ta l of 105 copies per 
issue.

F L IN T , M ich ., A p r il 15—The 
W.P.A. and U nem ployed sec- 
don of the U nited Autom obile  
W orkers (C .I.O .) las t week un 
an im ously demanded a W .P.A. 
app ropria tion  o f $5,000,000,000, 
jobs fo r a ll in  need a t $30 fo r  a 
30-hour week, and the onfisedi- 
ate doubling of the mUsertibly 
low re lie f allowances in  F lin t.

Launched only three weeks 
ago, the W .P .A . and U nem p loy
ed section has shown the k ind  
of m ilita n c y  necessary to fig h t 
the New D ea l’s W .P .A . slashes 
and to a llev ia te  local re lie f con
ditions.

The section passed a reso lu
tion  condem ning the New 
D ea l’s spending b illions  of do l
la rs  fo r a rm s w h ile  s ta rv in g  
the unem ployed and pointed 
out tha t even Roosevelt's o r i 
g ina l request w ould mean the 
f ir in g  of hundreds o f thousands 
of W .P .A. w orkers.

D em onstra tion  P lanned
The reso lu tion provided fo r 

im m ed ia te  action to enforce the

o rgan iza tion 's  d e m a n d s .  A 
mass m eeting was set fo r F r i 
day, A p r il 21, fo llow ing  w hich a 
mass dem onstra tion  w ill be o r 
ganized a t the W elfa re  o ffice  
and a t the c ity  ha ll.

Dozens o f fo rm e r W orkers 
^Alliance m em bers, who had 
been desperate ly c lin g in g  to 
the S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  o u tf it  in  
the hope th a t i t  m ig h t some 
day drop its  com pany union 
polic ies of k o y  tow ing  to 
Roosevelt, have jo ined the new 
U .A .W .-C .I.O . Unem ployed sec
tion . They voted fo r the v ig o r
ous an ti-N ew  D eal resolution 
w ith  new born enthusiasm .

I t  is p lanned to pub lic ize  the 
mass m eeting  and dem onstra
tion  through advertisem ents in  
the press and through lea fle t 
d is tr ib u tio n . W orkers in  the 
shops who are now facing a big 
lay-o ff scheduled fo r the near 
fu tu re , are expected to tu rn  ou t 
in  support o f th e ir unem ployed 
brothers.

Benjamin Decides “U.S. 
Is Not Capitalist State”

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
Congress of re lie f a p p rop ria 
tions, is lead dog and s tra in in g  
a t the leash in the a ttack  w hich 
the Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n  
has launched aga inst the pov
e rty -s tr icke n  rec ip ien ts  of gov
e rnm ent re lie f.

Believes in C ap ita lism
Lasser on questioning a d m it

ted th a t he was a renegade 
Socia list, bu t denied th a t So
c ia lism  affected his belie fs any 
longer. “ A t the present tim e  I 
believe in  try in g  to m ake cap 
ita lis m  w o rk ,”  he said.

Asked about B e n ja m in ’s 
present a ttitude  to a lea fle t 
w ritte n  by B en jam in  advocat
ing the use o f the s tr ike  by the 
unemployed as a means of ob
ta in ing  funds and re lie f fro m  
the governm ent, Lasser re 
sponded: “ F ro m  m y knowledge 
of M r. B en jam in , I  don 't th ink  
he subscribes to th a t now. I t  is 
not rpy philosophy and i t  is not 
the philosophy of the W orkers 
A lliance . There have been no 
s tr ikes  authorized by us in  the 
las t y e a r.”

And i t  is d u ring  the las t yea r, 
i t  m ig h t be pointed out, th a t the 
offensive against the unem 
ployed has re a lly  gained head
way.

Loya l to Roosevelt
M r. B en jam in , when ques

tioned, corrobora ted  L asse r’s 
statem ents, s ta ting  th a t they 
represented h is position. When 
questioned d ire c tly  about the 
lea fle t w hich he w rote a few 
years ago when the unem 
ployed m ovem ent made g rea t 
gains through s tr ike  action, he

responded he would no longer 
subscribe to it .  The booklet 
stated th a t re lie f w orkers  m ust 
not hesitate to use th e ir r ig h t 
to s tr ik e  to avoid s ta rva tion . 
’ ’T h a t does not represent m y 
views n ow ,”  stated B en jam in  
ca tego rica lly . W ith  Lasser he 
now believes in "a v e r t in g ”  any 
s tr ik e  action on the p a rt o f the 
unemployed.

U . S. N ot C a p ita lis t
He no longer believes in com 

m unism  and the overth ro \v  of 
c a p ita lis t dem ocracies, he ex
p la ined. He believes in c a p ita l
ism . He is not on ly " t r y in g  to 
m ake ca p ita lism  w o rk ,”  as i t  
was fo rm u la ted  by Lasser, but 
he believes th a t ca p ita lism  
does not ex is t in  the U nited 
States. I t 's  a "d e m o c ra t ic '’ 
state, not " c a p ita lis t ic .”  He 
fin ished w ith  a ll the lu c id ity  of 
a D a ily  W orker e d ito ria l, ex
p la in ing  th a t anyw ay the 
U nited States was a com m un
is tic  state in the f ir s t  place, 
there being "n o  d iffe rence be
tween com m unism  and the 
p rinc ip les  upon w h ich  the 
A m erican  governm ent was 
founded.”

In  any case, w hatever the 
U. S. governm ent is. B en jam in  
and Lasser are fo r Roosevelt, 
and i f  the in te rests of the un
em ployed and the in terests of 
Roosevelt clash, the “ v ie w s”  of 
these two bureaucra ts are 
guaranteed to represent e ve ry 
th ing  bu t the unem ployed.

Get Your APPEAL 
At the Newsstand

(Continued from  Page 1)
the Roosevelt w a r po licy.

In  every  school the S ta lin is ts  
h id  under a c loak of respecta
b ility . in v it in g  reac tiona ry  
school a d m in is tra to rs  to ad
dress them . "P eace R a llie s ”  
was the o ff ic ia l te rm  used by 
the S ta lin is ts  fo r the ir jingo  
m eetings—the w ord s tr ik e  be
ing avoided like  a plague.

Speakers o f the S.W.P. and 
Y .P .S .L . fo r a m ili ta n t revo lu 
tio n a ry  line  on w ar, were 
sha rp ly  d iffe re n tia te d  fro m  
those of the Y outh  C om m ittee 
A ga inst W ar (stooges o f the 
S ocia lis t P a rty  Y ou th ) whose 
sneakers presented a d rab  pac
if is t  line. S ig n ifica n tly  enough 
i t  was the re vo lu tiona ry  speak
ers who received the greatest 
ovations fro m  the students.

The slogans of the Y .P .S .L ., 
“ Not One M an—N ot One Cent 
fo r Boss W a r,”  etc., resounded 
on every cam pus. The so lid a ri
ty  of those students a t the a n ti
w ar s tr ikes  w ith  our p rog ram  
and our speakers bodes w e ll fo r  
the fu tu re  of the re vo lu tio n a ry  
youth in A m erica .

The Y .P .S .L . is now p re p a r
ing  to ra lly  a ll sincere an ti-w a r 
figh te rs  to m arch in the dem 
onstra tion  of the S.W.P. and the 
Y .P .S .L . on M ay D ay to ex
press student s o lid a rity  w ith  
labor.

W A N T E D : Comrades to share 
bungalow on Lake Honat- 
cong. New Jersey. Good 
sw im m in g , boating, fish ing , 
h itch h ik in g  easy. Answ er F . 
H .. c /o  S ocia lis t Appeal, 116 
U n iv e rs itv  PI.

F U L L  C H AR G E B O O K K E E P 
E R . 9 years experience, good 
references, desires position. 
C a ll A L  4-3547.

Y P S L LEADS 
STUDENT STRIKE

Flint U .A .W . Jobless 
A sk $30, 30 Hours
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By Dwight Macdonald— ---------- —--------—

S P A R K S  IN THE NEWS
That's Where the Money Goes

They say the U nited States is a g rea t de
m ocracy because our industries  are owned by 
m illio n s  of sm a ll stockholders, because the 
A m erican  S tandard o f L iv in g  is h igher than 
anyw here else in the w orld . Bui. the Bureau 
9f In te rn a l Revenue reports tha t in  1933 on ly 
1,750.000 of the 120,000,000 citizens of th is  land 
had incomes high enough to be taxed. And 
even am ong these topm ost 1,750,000, there 
was a s tr ik in g  concentra tion of w ealth . Thus 
of those f il in g  income tax re tu rns  in  the h igh ly  
prosperous year 1929. a t in y  group of 3.28% 
got over 83% of a ll d iv idends paid ou t to in d i
v idua l stockholders. O r, to pu t i t  s lig h tly  d if 
fe re n tly , .3 of 1% of the population received 
78% of a ll d ividends paid tha t year.

W hat does th is  t ig h t l it t le  o liga rchy  do w ith  
the lio n ’s share of our na tiona l incom e i t  re
ceives? A recent issue of Town and C ountry, 
an expensive sm art-se t jo u rn a l, gives us the 
answers, as com piled fro m  a questionnaire 
sent out to several hundred butle rs  in  New 
Y o rk  C ity . P ra c tic a lly  a ll th e ir em ployers, 
rep lied  the bu tle rs, have both tow n and coun
tr y  houses, the fo rm e r averag ing  18 room s, 
the la tte r 22 room s. <One fa m ily  o f five  had 
a 44-room house, w ith  40 servants, o r e igh t 
to each m em ber of the fa m ily .)  In  the w in te r, 
c..ch fa m ily  enterta ined an average o f 138 
guests a m onth, and in  the gay sum m er sea
son, th is  rose to 181 guests a m onth. To keep 
host and guests happy took an average of 2,400 
bottles of various beverages per fa m ily  in  the 
course of a year, inc lud ing  242 bottles of 
Scotch w h isky and 115 bottles of champagne. 
When i t  a ll became too u tte r ly  boring, the 
fa m ily  w ent o ff to B erm uda, to the R iv ie ra , 
to the South Seas—an average o f two and one- 
h a lf tr ip s  per year, each tim e  w ith  seven 
trunks . Town and C ountry fa ile d  to po in t out 
th a t i f  the .3 of 1% of the popula tion whose 
butle rs  i t  queried could on ly ra ise the 78% 
o f the na tiona l d ividends they now get to a 
reasonable f ig u re —say 90%—they could in 
crease th e ir  consum ption of w h isky to 300 or 
400 bottles a yea r and could a ffo rd  to take 
fo u r o r five  tr ip s  per year, w ith , say, ten 
trunks  instead of a m easly seven. The New 
D ea l's  tax  experts are now w o rk ing  on the 
prob lem .
Add: Walter Duranty

A fr ie n d  sends in  a quotation fro m  M artha  
D odd’s Through Em bassy Eyes w h ich  to some 
exten t con firm s  the hypothesis I  advanced las t 
week as to M r. D u ra n ty ’s whereabouts—only 
the room  is in  Moscow, not the B ronx. Con
s ide ring  the a rden t S ta lin is t sym path ies of 
M iss Dodd, her tes tim ony is ra th e r dam aging. 
“ When the Moscow tr ia ls  were beg inn ing ," 
she w rites , “ one ra th e r venomous jo u rn a lis t 
sa id th a t W a lte r never appeared a t the ses
sions, th a t he sat a t home and w rote his news 
fro m  w hat he knew w ould happen and fro m  
the in fo rm a tio n  he m ig h t have gotten fro m

other sources, w h ile  the others 'sweated every
day and fa r  in to  the n igh t to repo rt the co u rt
room d ram a. I faced W a lte r w ith  these 
charges, and he adm itted  them to some de
gree. He said tha t he attended sessions regu 
la r ly  bu t th a t he d id  not spend every m inute 
o f the day when they were going on. in the 
courtroom . He knew a ll the people invo lved, 
m ost of them  personally and over a long 
period o f tim e , he knew th e ir past records, 
and he knew the charges aga inst them . I t  
was rid icu lous  fo r h im  to be as a tten tive  as 
the rest o f the correspondents.”
Footnote to Fortune

In  the F eb rua ry , 1938, issue of Fortune there 
was a long and laudato ry  sto ry  on Celotex 
C orporation, w hich m akes roo fing , w a llboard . 
insu la ting  m a te ria ls , etc. I t  was a ve ry  fine, 
up-and-com ing ente rp rise  indeed, one gath 
ered, and i t  was run by a couple of superm en 
nam ed B ro r D ah lberg  and W allace Groves. 
"B o th  of th e m ,”  burb led Fortune, “ are men 
w ith  la rge  ideas, and both like  to take 
chances.”  There was. i t  is true , a ve ry  de li 
cate h in t in  passing th a t superm an Groves “ is 
a source of suspicion and concern to the Se
cu ritie s  & Exchange C om m ission.”  B u t the 
genera l im pression was th a t two such splendid 
specimens of A m erican  business manhood as 
Messrs. G roves and D ah lberg  had not been 
discovered since F o rtune ’s las t corpora tion  
a rtic le .

T h is  m ay w e ll be true . B u t a few  weeks 
a fte r F o rtune 's  a rt ic le  appeared, its  hero. 
W allace Groves, was ind icted  in  .Federal court 
on fifteen  counts of consp iracy and m a il fraud . 
I f  the case goes against h im , as i t  seems 
lik e ly  i t  w il l,  he w il l  face a m ax im um  sen
tence of seventy-two years. A pparen tly , he 
took one chance too m any.

F o rtu n e ’s m isstep is understandable. W al
lace Groves, like  the la te J. Donald Coster, is 
no fly -b y -n ig h t confidence m an. He is one oi 
the big shots in  W all S treet, o rgan ize r—to
gether w ith  the em inen tly  respectable W alte i 
M ack, J r .—of the $6,700,000 Phoenix Securi 
ties Corp., w h ich  contro ls such nationa lly  
known enterprises as Celotex L o ft Candy 
Stores, and U nited C igar - W helan Stores Corp. 
I f  such dem igods as these tu rn  out to have 
fee t o f c la y , where w il l  Fortune tu rn  fo r 
m a te ria l?
Right Out of the Florse's Mouth

“ As president of the A m erican  Federation 
of Teachers fo r the past three years. I  can say 
w ith  com plete assurance tha t the charges of 
’com m un is t co n tro l’ are u n tru e ."  — Jerom e 
D avis, in  a recen t New R epublic. Th is e xp lic it 
s ta tem ent by P res ident D avis, whose long 
strugg le  against S ta lin ism  is w e ll known, 
should set a t rest those m alic ious rum ors  we 
have been hearing  la te ly  about the teacher's 
union. They were ev idently  the inventions of 
T ro tsky is t-B ukharin is t-G estapo  elem ents w ith 
in the organ iza tion .

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR =  ' —

OUT OF THE PAST
. ■ . ------------By EMANUEL GARRETT

A L B E R T  PARSONS Why the Board of T rade would as leave hang
(June 24, 1848—Hanged, Nov. 11, 1887) you to a lam p post as n o t.”  Parsons, of course,

When the e igh t H a ym a rke t M a rty rs  came to did not leave town, except as his revo lu tion-
t r ia l ,  the labo r-ha ting  press, judge and ju ry  a ry  w ork, to w h ich  he henceforth  devoted a ll
slobbered venom ously about “ fo re ig n e rs " his tim e , demanded. W orkers looked up to
come to th is  coun try  to destroy its  good ins ti- h im ; union-men w ere a ll fo r h im . Parsons
tu tions. And true , seven o f the e igh t had had become a popular o ra to r, a lead ing so-
come to th is  coun try  fro m  abroad seeking a c ia lis t.
freedom  they had been denied in  th e ir own U n like  his G erm an com rades, Parsons was 
countries. The e ighth , how ever, was so A m er- an aggressive leader of the 8-hour m ovem ent,
ican in ancestry tha t his accusers gagged w ith  In  1879, fo r exam ple, he accepted the post as
envy and fru s tra tio n . secre ta ry  of the 8-Hour League of Chicago.

The f ir s t  Parsons landed in  New E ng land  D iscouraged w ith  the resu lts of the ballo t 
in  1632. Various m em bers of the fa m ily  fough t box, he turned to d ire c t trade  union action as
in the A m erican  R evo lu tion ; one of them  was aga inst p o lit ica l action. In  1881 he jo ined w ith
w ith  W ashington a t V a lley  Forge; a great- the le ft w ing  of the W ork ingm en ’s P a rty  to
grand uncle lost an a rm  a t B unke r H il l.  found the A m erican  section of the anarch ist

W hether because or despite his he ritage— In te rn a tio n a l. He was also present in  1883 at
Parsons became a labor a g ita to r, so g rea t a the founding conference of the rev ived  In te r-
one th a t even had he not been m a rty re d  fo r na tiona l W ork ingm en ’s Association. When the
his re vo lu tiona ry  beliefs, h is name would s ti l l  In te rn a tio n a l began pub lica tion  o f A la rm  in
be revered by w orke r m ilita n ts . 1884, Parsons was appointed ed ito r.
For Real Negro Emancipation T h f, ye? r  6 °P e" eci’ “ revo lu tiona ry

„  , o . .. „  . . . .. year i t  has been ca lled. The 8-hour move-
B orn and reared in  the South, he jo ined the m en t was a t its  h e ig h t. w o rke rs  were in  mo-

Confederate A rm y  as a youth of th irteen . I t  t i  s tr ikes  f r e qUen t. In  Chicago, the McCor-
seemed the r ig h t th ing  to d o -e v e ry b o d y  was. m jc k  w orkers w ere on s tr ik e . Qn M 3 the
B u t by the tim e  the C iv il W ar had ended, his llce  staged a b ru ta l assault on the s tr ike rs , 
neighbors the A rm y  Generals, and above a ll The nex t d a mass m eeting was ca lled t0
the K u  K lu x  K lan  hated h im  fo r  h is  opposi- st A t  a p rom inen t anarch ist,
t i° n  to s lave ry  And hated h im  b itte r ly , be- wa£. scheduled to speak. A rr iv e d  a t the place
cause he not only advocated Negro em anc pa- Qf m eetlng  (H aym a rk e t Square). Spies saw
tion  as provided fo r  in  the 13th, 14th and 15th few  w orkers w ere assembled. M oving  to a
Am endm ents to the C onstitu tion, bu t re a lly  sm a lle r locatlon> Spies opened the m eeting,
and w hole hearted ly  stood fo r Negro e«ua l.ty  L a ck in g  speakers he asked a w o rke r to find
m  Texas, to w h ich  he had gone p a rtly  to be Parsons Parsons came t0 the m eeting, spoke,
under the pro tection  of his b ro ther. G eneral ancJ ra in  hav ing  b to fa l l  le ft  the s tree t
Parsons he stum ped fo r  execution o f the re- to a ha„ .  one  o f the speakers contin-
cons truc tion is t measures taken by the na tiona l ued The u a rr ive d . A bomb was th r o w n -  
go v e in  m ent to destroy the econom ic pow er o i whom  i t  was never  d iscovered. One police-
the p lan ta tion  lords, re lics  of a long past era . m an wag km  some others w ounded.

Parsons found w ork  in  Texas as a p r in te r s _ .  , , 1 ,
dev il. H av ing  learned the trade , he w orked t ig h t Are ACCUSed 
on d iffe re n t newspapers and even founded his Parsons and seven others, inc lud ing  Spies, 
own, the Waco Spectator. D u ring  the years were charged w ith  the c rim e . W ith  a w a rra n t 
1870-1873 he held a series of m ino r govern- ou t fo r his a rres t, Parsons w ent in to  h id ing
m en t posts— as ch ie f deputy co llec to r, etc. and B u t when the day of t r ia l  cam e, Parsons en-
v is ited  m any Texas c ities  on governm ent busi- tered the cou rt and gave h im se lf up so tha t
ness. On one of these he m et, and la te r m ar- he m ig h t face t r ia l  w ith  his com rades—fo r
ried , a Spanish-Indian g ir l  (who i t  is said was the c rim e  o f being a revo lu tion is t. The ve rd ic t 
also of p a rt Negro e x tra c tio n ). L ucy  Parsons o f the ju ry  was foregone. F ive  were sentenced 
became a colleague who jo ined in her hus- to death, th ree  to im prisonm en t, 
band ’s w ork  fo r hum an em ancipation. Each of the e igh t made a fin a l speech to

Parsons moved to Chicago in  1873. Here he the court. The accused turned accusers. Par-
im m e d ia te ly  jo ined T ypograph ica l U nion No. sons, i l l ,  spoke e igh t hours on two days. Open-
6, and sh o rtly  a fte rw a rds  helped organize the ing  w ith  a short poem describ ing  the lo t of
f ir s t  branch of the K n igh ts  o f Labo r in Chi- the w o rke r he traced  the developm ent and
cago. In te rested  in  econom ic prob lem s, he m eaning of ca p ita lism , and the revolutionary-
read the lite ra tu re  of socia lism , became an s trugg le  against it .  “ I  am  an in te rna tiona lis t,
a rden t soc ia lis t, jo ined jthe Socia l-D em ocra tic  M y p a tr io tism  covers m ore than the boundary
P a rty  w h ich  m erged w ith  o ther groups to lines of a single s ta te ; the w o rld  is m y coun-
found the W ork ingm en ’s P a rty  in  1876. t r y ,  a ll m ankind  m y coun trym en .”

Now i t  was th a t Parsons “ unconsciously”  a  g ig a n tic  mass ag ita tion  th a t spread al! 
became a labor ag ita to r. The g rea t R a ilroad  over the w orld  fa iled  to secure the freedom  o?’
S trike  of 1877 had begun. Parsons one day in  the e ight. Staunch, de fian t they faced the ir
Ju ly  addressed the s tr ike rs , exp la in ing  to end. A preacher came in to g ive Parsons the
them  the p rog ram  and purposes o f his p a rty — las t rite s . Parsons to ld h im  th a t “ P reachers
to use the b a llo t fo r securing con tro l o f pro- are a ll Pharisees. . . . And I  don’t desire to
duction. The press seethed w ith  fu ry . The have any th ing  to do w ith  th e m .”
T im es fire d  h im . The ch ie f of police advised Parsons was led t-o the scaffo ld . As th e  rope 
h im  tp get out of tow n: “ You ought to know was placed around his neck he tr ie d  to speak,
be tte r than to come up here fro m  Texas and “ O men of A m erica , le t the voice of the people
inc ite  the w o rk ing  people to insu rrec tion . . . .  be heard. . . The hangm an cu t the rope.

How Stalin,  While Seeking H itler as A lly ,  Used 
Gestapo “ Disinformation”  to Frame Tukhachevsky

M r. and M rs. “ Donald L. 
Robinson” —Rubens as they 
appeared on th e ir passport 
photos. D id G arber forge 
these photos? Th is is one of 
the questions a t issue in the 
t r ia l  now in session in  New 
Y ork.

Passport Trial Avoids  
Pressing G .P .U . Link

(Continued from  Page 1)
hush-hush po licy  pursued by 
the State D epartm ent in  Wash
ington ever since the Rubens 
oase f i r s t  came to lig h t. Wash
ington, w hich expects to make 
use of Russia in  dea ling w ith  
Japan in the com ing w a r, is a l
so not averse to using the G.P.- 
U. to destroy the revo lu tiona ry  
m ovem ent in  th is  coun try . I t  
:ias consequently acted at ev
ery ju n c tu re  to keep in the 
clear in its  re la tions w ith  Mos
cow by covering  up the G .P .U . 
hand in the Rubens case.

By keeping on the gag con
cerning the w ell-know n and 
demonstrable S ta lin is t connec
tions of a ll the defendants in 
the present t r ia l,  the Federa l 
prosecution is leaving  the way 
clear fo r the G .P .U . la te r on to 
stage one of its  typ ica l fram e- 
ups on A m erican  soil by hang 
ing  the “ T ro ts k y is t”  label on 
Rubens and his accom plices 
md cha rg ing  th a t the whole 
,hing was a “ T ro ts k y is t”  plot 
ig a in s t S ta lin .

F o rm e r F a ilu res  
In  the three g rea t treason 

r ia ls  in  Moscow in  1936-38, the 
Stalin fram e-up  m achine fa iled  
m iserab ly  in try in g  to sm ear 
its rea l T ro ts k y is t opponents as 
spies and w reckers. In  the last 
tr ia l, the B u kh a rin  t r ia l  in  
A p ril, 1938, there was d is tinc t 
evidence of an in ten tion  to de
velop an A m erican -T ro tsky is t- 
lapanese angle in  w h ich  R ub
ens would p lay his ro le  as a 
provocateur. B u t there was a 
h itch in the proceedings and 
,his angle was squelched. This 
a ttem p t m ay be made again 
now, w ith  the help o f the U n it
ed States governm ent in  the 
present t r ia l  in  th is c ity  o f the 
sm all f r y  invo lved in the pass
port r in g  uncovered by the a r 
rest of Rubens in  Moscow.

F ro m  the ve ry  f i r s t  an
nouncement by the Moscow 
press and the Soviet E m bassy 
in W ashington th a t the arrested 
couple “ m ig h t w e ll be T ro ts k y 
is ts ,”  the Socia list Appeal has 
openly w arned against another 
fram e-up and has presented its  
own evidence, undenied to 
date, th a t a t every po in t in 
h e ir  A m erican  operations, the

Hitchin Attacked 
By C. P. Hooligans

( S p e c ia l In  tlu> S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
W IN N IP E G —C arl H ich in . 

fo rm e rly  p rom inen t m em ber 
of the C om m unist P a rty  of 
Canada and now an active 
organ izer in  W estern Cana
da fo r the Socia lis t W orkers 
League, was bad ly beaten 
up by S ta lin is t hoodlum s on 
A p r il 16. T h is  was the sec
ond beating H ich in  had su f
fered a t the hands of S ta l
in ists in  the past few  
m onths. H ich in  recognized 
his la test assa ilan t as “ R ed”  
R am say, a w ell - known 
m em ber of the W innipeg 
S ta lin is t “ s trong a rm ”  
squad.

On th e  day of the la tes t 
a ttack. H ich in  had spoken 
fro m  the floo r at a m eeting 
of unem ployed held in  the 
I.W .W . h a ll. In  his rem arks , 
he c ritic ize d  the C. P .’s sa
botage of the local jobless 
organization and suggested 
m ilita n t action by the jo b 
less to defeat an im pending 
w orsening of re lie f condi
tions.

H ich in  was fo llow ed fro m  
the m eeting by a couple of 
known S ta lin is ts . The as
sau lt soon followed.

D u ring  the assault h is  as
sa ilan t to ld  h im  th a t i f  he 
'H ic h in ) did not "get. ou t of 
W innipeg w ith in  the w eek”  
he would “ be fixed  once and 
fo r a l l . ”

H ich in  refused to take 
sa ilan t as suggested by the 
co u rt action against his as- 
police.

“ R ubens" w'ere connected w ith  
known S ta lin is ts . T h a t they 
were obvious G .P .U . agents 
and had the active  assistance 
of A m erican  S ta lin is ts  was re 
vealed by the Socia list Appeal 
over a year ago.

S ta lin is t L inks
In  ob ta in ing  passports in  the 

name of Robinson in the m id 
year of 1936. the couple used 
the address o’f  the D ram a T ra v 
el League of 12 West 46 Street. 
M iss Isabel W alsh, a w orke r in 
its o ffice , iden tified  a p ic tu re  of 
the m issing R uth N orm a Rob
inson as tha t of a nervous w o
man who came in to  the o ffice  
looking fo r Helen R av itch . I t  
has a lready  be<?n established 
th a t Helen R av itch  is a m em 
ber of the S ta lin is t In te rn a tio n 
al W orkers O rder and is the 
w ife of D r. Solon Bernste in , 
onetim e personal physic ian to 
the C ha irm an of the A m erican  
C om m unist P a rty , W illia m  Z. 
Foster.

F u rthe rm ore , passport a p p li
cations in the names o f Donald 
Louis Robinson and A dolph A r 
nold Rubens and those in  the 
names o f M a ry  Sm ied, Ruth 
M arie  Rubens and R uth  N orm a 
Robinson were pu t in to  the p ro 
cess of ce rtif ica tio n  by Aaijon 
Sharfin , who is or was a m em 
ber of the C om m unist P a rty  
and was fo rm e r ly  assigned to 
the New Y o rk  D is tr ic t, Section 
15, (M id -B ronx) U n it 12. S ha rf
in  was active  in the S ta lin is t 
U nem ployed Councils a t 1400 
Boston Road near C larem ent 
P a rkw ay and fo r a w h ile  s lept 
in the council headquarters.

M ax Schwartz, another o f the 
links in  the passport c e r t if ic a 
tion process, has been revealed 
as a S ta lin is t who, under the 
name Wershow. was active in  
R e ta il C lerks Union, Loca l 338 
and who, as a s ta r subscrip tion  
salesm an fo r the magazine 
“ Soviet Russia T o d a y ,"  had his 
p ic tu re  reproduced in th a t p e ri
od ica l in  D ecem ber, 1933.

A t the. t r ia l  session on T hu rs 
day, A p r il 20, H a rry  Schwartz 
revealed on his own in it ia t iv e  
tha t his b ro the r-in -law , Ossip 
G a fbe r, had tr ie d  to conceal 
the fa c t tha t he was “ com m u
n is tic .”  On Wednesday, G a r
ber's  s is te r-in -law , M rs. H a rry  
Schwartz, iden tified  the pass
p o rt p ic tu re  of Adolph A rno ld  
Rubens and tes tified  th a t he 
was known to her s im p ly  as 
M r. R ichards. The name R ich 
ards was one o f the various 
aliases employed by the im 
prisoned G .P .U . agent. M rs. 
Schw artz tes tified  th a t R ich 
ards had a typ e w rite r and a 
desk in G a rb e r’s P o r tra it  S tu
dio. O bviously, th is  points to 
the fa c t th a t G arbe r forged 
passport app lications under the 
close supervis ion o f the Soviet 
Agent.

The Law ye r B la tt
E dw ard  B la tt, a la w ye r, the 

th ird  defendant, c la im ed to 
friends and re la tives  a fte r the 
Robinson case broke in to  the 
press th a t "c e r ta in  people had 
made a sucker ou t of h im .”  
B la t t  “ was made a sucker out 
o f”  qu ite  w illin g ly , accord ing 
to the p rosecution ’s evidence. 
F o r i t  was B la tt  who quite 
know ing ly  obtained the court 
o rde r changing the name of a 
dead person, C h ris tian  Rude- 
w itz . to Adolph A rno ld  Rubens, 
in  w hich name a passport was 
issued to the G .P .U . agent. 
B la t t  also know ing ly  obtained a 
cou rt o rde r le g a lly  changing 
the name of another dead pe r
son, M arko F ilip o v itc h , to G e r
ald M a rk  Moren.

I t ’s a p ecu lia r k ind of “ suck
e r "  who engages in such lega l 
p ractices w ithou t f i r s t  d iscov
e ring  w hat i t ’s a ll about. B la tt, 
a law yer fo r 18 years, cou ldn ’t 
possib ly have been naive 
enough to accept c lients w ith 
out f i r s t  estab lish ing  the na ture  
of the ir business. The po in t is 
th a t B la t t  knew  p e rfe c tly  w e ll 
w ha t was afoot. W itness the

(Continued from  Page 1)
come to te rm s w ith  the G e r
man d ic ta to rsh ip  against B r i t 
ish and F rench “ dem ocracy" 
and was doing so even w hile  
pursu ing  in Europe the “ Peo
p le ’s F ro n t”  po licy  o f co llabo
ra tion  w ith  the Anglo-French 
cap ita lis ts  and in th is  country 
w ith  the Roosevelt a d m in is tra 
tion.

W ritin g  of the preparations 
fo r the fra m in g  and m urde ring  
of the Red A rm y  Generals, 
K r iv its k y  says:

“ In  the g row ing  tension of 
im pend ing  catastrophe a bom b
shell burst. I t  was in  the fo rm  
of m ost secret news fro m  G er
m any. conveyed to me by 
S loutski, who had re tu rned  to 
his Ogpu headquarters in  M os
cow. Th is  news was th a t an 
agreem ent between S ta lin  and 
H it le r  had been brought home 
by K ande lak i. S ta lin ’s con fi
den tia l em issary in  B e rlin . 
D avid  K ande lak i, a na tive  of 
the Caucasus and a coun try
m an of S ta lin , was o ff ic ia lly  
the Soviet trade  envoy to G e r
m any. A c tu a lly , he was S ta lin ’s 
personal am bassador to the 
Nazi G overnm ent.

K ande iak i's  M ission
"K a n d e la k i, accom panied by 

■Rudolf,’ the pseudonym o f the 
secret B e rlin  representa tive  of 
the Ogpu, had ju s t a rr ive d  
from  B e rlin , and both were 
whisked, s tra ig h t to the K re m 
lin  fo r a conference w ith  S ta l
in. Now R udolf, who was Slout-

s k i’s subord inate  in  the fo re ign  
serv ice , had achieved such suc
cess in a id ing  K ande lak i th a t 
he was taken to re p o rt d ire c tly  
to S ta lin  over the head of his 
supe rio r.

“ K ande lak i had succeeded 
where the o ther Soviet envoys 
had fa iled . He had in itia te d  
negotiations w ith  the Nazi lead
ers and had even had a p riva te  
audience w ith  H it le r  h im se lf.

“ The fu ll nature o f the K a n 
de lak i m ission was known only 
to ha lf a dozen men. S ta lin  con
sidered i t  a tr iu m p h  o f his pe r
sonal d ip lom acy, fo r he alone 
had now fo r m any years co n 
tro lle d  the Soviet ship o f state. 
O nly a few  of his closest lie u 
tenants were on the inside of 
these negotiations. The Com 
m issa ria t of Fore ign  A ffa irs , 
the Council o f People ’s Com 
m issars th a t is, the Soviet Cab
ine t— and the C entra l Exeeu 
tive  C om m ittee , headed by 
P resident K a lin in , had no p a rt 
in  the S ta lin -K ande lak i scheme.

In  A p r il,  1937
“ I t  was, o f course, no secret 

in  the inner Soviet c irc les  th a t 
S ta lin  had long s tr iven  fo r an 
understanding w ith  H it le r . A l
m ost three years had passed 
since the n ig h t of the blood 
purge in  G erm any w hich had 
convinced S ta lin , even w h ile  i t  
was occu rring , tha t the Nazi 
reg im e  was f irm ly  established 
and th a t i t  was best to t r y  to 
come to te rm s  w ith  a pow erfu l 
opponent.

ON THE W AY TO 
THE TRENCHES

Colonel C harles A. L in d 
bergh, who has been liv in g  in 
Eng land fo r some tim e , has 
been called to ac tive  du ty by 
the U. S. W ar D epartm ent. 
L indbergh, who is a m em ber of 
the A ir  Corps Reserve, w il l  be 
assigned to m ake a survey of 
the av ia tion  research fa c ilit ie s  
of th is  country and to re p o rt to 
M a jo r Gen. H. H. A rno ld ; ch ie f 
of the A ir  Corps.

un its  (of w h ich  27 are new 
cru ise rs , destroyers and sub
m arines) is the la rges t force to 
be assigned to eastern w aters 
since 1932.

* * *
G rea t B r ita in  now has in  the 

M ed ite rranean fo u r battlesh ips, 
one a irc ra ft  c a rr ie r , s ix  c ru is 
ers, th irty -n in e  destroyers, sev
en subm arines, one escort ves

“ Now in  A p r il,  1937, w ith  the 
a r r iv a l o f K ande lak i in  Mos
cow. S ta lin  was confident tha t 
the deal w ith  H it le r  was as 
good as consum m ated. A t the 
ve ry  tim e  he hail been conduct
ing negotiations w ith  H it le r , he 
was liq u id a tin g  his old com 
rades as G erm an spies. He now 
knew th a t he had no im m ed ia te  
a ttack  to fea r fro m  G erm any. 
The road was c lea r fo r the 
purge of the Red A rm y .”

The A rm y  G enerals, headed 
by Tukhachevsky. were m u r
dered w ithou t t r ia l by S ta lin , 
accord ing to K r iv its k y , because 
of th e ir c r it ic is m s  o f the o f f i
c ia l K re m lin  dom estic and fo r 
eign polic ies w hich, they be
lieved, were unde rm in ing  the 
m ora le  of the fig h tin g  forces 
and, in  genera l, weakening the 
coun try  in face of the w a r dan
ger.

Used W hite O ffice rs
K r iv its k y  reveals th a t the 

Generals w ere fra m e d  up de
lib e ra te ly  by S ta lin  and the Og
pu on fa ls ifie d  evidence fu r 
nished by H it le r ’s Gestapo to 
an organ iza tion  in  P a ris  of: fo r 
m er Czarist W hite G uard  m i l i 
ta ry  men, w h ich  was headed by 
G eneral Skobline. who w orked 
in  th is  organ iza tion  and w ith  
the Gestapo under the d ire c 
tion and w ith  the fu l l  know l
edge o f the G .P .U .!

"O n ly  the deal w ith  H it le r , 
so ausp ic iously negotiated by 
K ande lak i, d id  not qu ite  come 
o ff as expected. ”  K r iv its k y  
continues.

" I t  is true  th a t on J u ly  21, 
1937, the w o rld  was trea ted  to  
a s ig n if ic a n t b u lle tin  fro m  
Berchtesgaden, G erm any. T ha t 
afternoon H it le r  had rece ived 
the new Soviet Am bassador, 
Constantin Y urenev, a t his 
m ountain lodge in  Obersalz- 
berg, a ra re  d is tinc tion  to be 
conferred upon any fo re ign  am 
bassador. The exchange o f 
g reetings was so fr ie n d ly  th a t 
i t  created w ide speculation in  
European chancelleries. H it le r  
had emphasized the need fo r  
‘no rm a l re la tions between G e r
m any and the Soviet U n ion ’ 
and ‘fo r non -in te rven tion ’ in  
the in terests of the two coun
tries .

9  *  *

T w en ty-five  G erm an w a r
ships le ft on A p r il 18 fo r one 
m onth o f tra in in g  m aneuvers 
o ff Spain and P o rtuga l, near 
the S tra it o f G ib ra lta r w hich is 
now pa tro lled  by F rench  and 
B ritis h  ships. The G erm an 
fle e t’s move m ay have some 
connection w ith  a reported plan 
by H it le r  to un ite  P o rtuga l w ith  
F ranco Spain.

*  *  *

A num ber of B r it is h  troops 
have been moved back fro m  
Palestine to E g yp t to counter
act the Ita lia n  concentra tion of 
forces in L ib ya .

*  *  *

Sim ultaneous w ith  a govern
m ent decree announcing the o f
fic ia l annexation of the S prat
ly  Is lands in  the P a c if ic  w hich 
F rance had c la im ed  as a pos
session, the Japanese govern
m ent made known its  annexa
tion o f a group of reefs and 
islands in the South China Sea 
300 m iles long. The s tra teg ic  
im portance  of the acquis itions 
lies in  the fa c t th a t the zone oc
cupied is r ig h t in  the heart of 
the South China Sea, astride  
ship lanes to Singapore and 
next to B r it is h  N o rth  Borneo. 
F rench Indo-China and the 
P h ilipp ines. Japan has made i t  
known th a t it  w il l  re je c t any 
fore ign protests ju s t as i t  re 
jected F ra n ce ’s in  connection 
w ith  the S pra tly  annexation.

*  *  *

sel, s ix m oto r torpedo boats, 
ten m inesweepers, one net la y 
er, one coasta l m in e la ye r and 
s ix  depot re p a ir and supply 
ships. The bu lk  o f B r i ta in ’s 
force is around M a lta , w h ich  is 
near the “ toe”  o f I ta ly .  F a m i
lies of nava l o ffice rs  stationed 
in  M a lta  were advised by the 
A d m ira lty  o ffice  to leave fo r 
Eng land.

*  *  *

G erm any, w h ich  th is  week 
appointed one of its  ace d ip lo 
m ats. Von Papen, as A m bas
sador to T u rke y , is going to 
open a com m erc ia l a ir lin e  to 
T u rke y  a fte r ten years o f ne
gotia tions. The “ d e m o cra tic ”  
powers are tr.y ing desperate ly 
to woo T u rke y  over to th e ir 
own w a r a lliance.

*  *  *

The Senate approved on 
A p r il 19 the expenditure  of 
$68,000,000 over a period of 
three yea rs .fo r expanding navy 
a ir  base fa c ilit ie s . The appro 
p ria tion  is only the f irs t  step in 
a series designed to develop 
U. S. m ilita ry  bases.

“ Three months la te r Y urenev 
was reca lled  to Moscow and 
arrested. Once m ore the re la 
tions w ith  G erm any became 
s tra ined. B u t S ta lin  s t i l l  lived  
in high hopes of s ign ing  an 
agreem ent w ith  the N azi re 
g im e. A t the New Y e a r ’s re 
ception g iven by H it le r  in  his 
new p a la tia l chance lle ry  in  
January . 1939, he singled ou t 
the newest Soviet ambassador,. 
M ereka lov, fo r a p a r t ic u la r ly  
co rd ia l chat, a dem onstra tion  
w hich set Europe buzzing once 
m ore w ith  reports  o f an im 
pending Russo-Germ an a l l i 
ance.”

As m ay be seen fro m  the 
s to ry  of K r iv its k y  who. by the 
way, has had two a ttem pts 
made aga inst his life  by Ogpu 
agents since he broke w ith  the 
K re m lin  butcher, S ta lin , fa r  
fro m  show ing re luctance about 
an agreem ent w ith  H it le r , has 
bent every  e ffo rt in  t ry in g  to 
rea lize it .  I f  i t  does not m a te r
ia lize  — assum ing th a t i t  has 
not ye t been consum m ated !— 
i t  w il l  no t be fo r  lack of try in g  
on S ta lin ’s pa rt.

B r ita in  has a lready perfected 
its plan fo r ra tio n in g  out food 
to its  population in the event 
of w a r. O ver 80,000,008 ra tion  
cards have been p rin ted  and 
secretly stored away to be d is
tribu ted  as soon as the govern
m ent imposes food contro l in 
wartime,. 1,400 loca l co m m it
tees w ith  whom shopkeepers 
w ill have to reg is te r, w il l  be 
rn charge of re ta il food d is tr i
bution.

*  *  *

The A tla n tic  squadron of the 
U nited States, com pris ing  s ix ty .

fact th a t he arranged w ith  his 
b ro ther-in -law , Is ido re  Schlan- 
ger, to rece ive passports fo r 
M a ry  Smied. another of the 
aliases fo r  R uth M a rie  Rubens.

W hy d id n ’t  A tto rney  B la tt, in  
o rder to p ro tec t h im se lf, go to 
the State D epartm ent in  the 
sum m er o f 1937, when i t  was 
announced in the Soviet press 
tha t the persons nam ed R obin
son were being sought by Sovi
et police, and in fo rm  the gov
ernm ent au thorities  here of the 
oassport fraud  before they le ft 
these shores, as they did in  Oc
tober o f th a t year?

In  the case o f a passport is 
sued to E rnes t W eichen, which 
he sold fo r  $25 to John B lank , 
a lias G ulbis. a lias A psit. a fu g i
tive  defendant at th is t r ia l,  
Weichen volunteered the in fo r 
m ation  th a t B lank  was a m em 
ber of the L a tv ia n  U n ity  SocL 
e ty o f the S ta lin is t In te rn a tio n 
a l Labo r Defense.

Axel Wenner Grens 
Take Over
Another Yacht Harbor

M rs. E dm und C. Lynch  has 
a t las t found a buyer fo r  ONE 
of her num erous p a la tia l 
homes, sca tte red  p ra c tic a lly  
a ll over the W estern hem is
phere. The enorm ously rich  
Axel W enner Grens have taken 
the Nassau home o ff M rs. 
L y n c h ’s hands—a t a p rice  re 
ported to be fabulous.

The house occupies an ou t
stand ing  site  on Hog Is land, 
w hich in spite of its  unprepos
sessing name, is one of the 
beauty spots of the Baham as 
in the C arribean Sea.

The las t w ord in u ltra -m o d 
ern ism , i t  boasts eve ry th ing  
fro m  a series of tennis courts 
to an e laborate yach t land ing .

The house is about the on ly 
rea l approach a t Nassau to the 
g randeur of P a lm  Beach. Of 
E ng lish  a rch itec tu re , i t  is 
unique in its  tro p ica l se tting , 
fo r i t  is  fu rn ished w ith  p ric e 
less old E ng lish  fu rn itu re  p u r
chased by Signa Lynch  du ring  
her v is its  to London.

As new owners of the Lynch  
residence and o f “ The Southern 
C ross," H ow ard  H ughes’ fo r 
m er yacht, th e re ’s no doubt the 
W enner Grens. whose riches 
are as those of Croesus, are the 
possessors of the grandest 
yach t and the grandest home 
in  a ll Nassau.

A Relief Case 
Congress
Won't Investigate

O ut of w o rk , penniless, h is 
w ife  s ick in bed su ffe ring  fro m  
an opera tion , his fo u r ch ild ren  
c ry in g  fo r food, John Young, 
35 years old, of B rook lyn , w ent 
out in to  the streets in  despera
tion  and held up a Borden Com
pany m ilk  wagon. He was un
arm ed and obtained on ly  $25.

Police tracked  h im  down 
w ith in  a couple of hours and 
arrested h im . He s t i l l  had $23 
of the money, a fte r buy ing  
b randy fo r his s ick w ife  and a 
few  groceries to feed his hun
g ry  ch ild ren .

He was charged w ith  g rand  
la rceny fo r the a tte m p t to n ick  
Borden Com pany p ro fits  and 
dragged in to  court. When he 
pleaded g u ilty . K ings County 
Judge W illia m  O 'D w ye r sen
tenced h im  to serve tw o and a 
h a lf to five  years in  S ing Sing 
Prison.

B u t no t even the judge had 
face enough to send John 
Young up the r iv e r  to serve the 
inhum an sentence the la w  de
manded fo r his spending $2 o f 
the Borden Com pany take. He 
suspended sentence because 
Young had taken the money 
“ out of devotion to his s ick  w ife  
and fo u r young ch ild re n .”

B u t Young s t i l l  has to con
vince R e lie f A u tho ritie s  th a t 
he and his fa m ily  need help.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent wage fo r every w o rke r.

2. Open the id le fac to ries—operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ contro l.

3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F edera l pub lic  w orka 
and housing p rog ram .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a l l  w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  F a m ilie s .

7. A ll  w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An independent Labo r P a rty .

11. W orkers Defense Guards aga inst v ig ilan te  
and Fasc is t a ttacks

Like A  Tombstone
There are few things more silent than a tomb

stone.
During the past two weeks, however, one 

political tendency in this country lias come peri
lously close to depriving the tombstone o f its 
pre-eminence in this field. We refer to the so- 
called “ isolationist" school o f faith which de
voutly prays that a world cataclysm can occur 
without involving the United States or affecting 
the class relationships inside the United States.

President Roosevelt very neatly and without 
the use of either firing squad or dungeon sealed 
the mouths o f these “ Keep-America-Out-of 
W ar-for-the-Time-Being" patriots. 'He merely 
outlined the realities of capitalist policy in the 
United States and his deliberate long-thought- 
out plan to plunge the United States into the 
coming world war at the first possible moment.

The eloquent reply o f the isolationists, in 
which they so successfully emulate the volubility 
o f a tombstone, discloses most precisely that at 
bottom they arc for the capitalist class, for 
President Roosevelt, and for the coming imper
ialist war.

And it discloses at the same time that there 
is only one political tendency really opposing the 
coming wrar; that is, the Socialist Workers 
Party, which has devoted the major part of its 
press to denouncing the war-mongers during the 
present war crisis and pointing out the only road 
to defeat them— establishing a workers’ political 
party and putting a workers’ and farmers’ gov
ernment in power in Washington.

Dictatorship In France
The Daladier government which was voted 

into power by the Socialist and Communist 
Party-supported People’s Front, last week es
tablished further straight-jacket laws for the 
labor movement.

In a decree issued in the same way decrees are 
issued in Fascist Ita ly and Nazi Germany, Dal
adier empowered Labor Minister Charles Po- 
maret to take the following steps:

Centralize “ information”  on the needs for 
labor in public services and private industry.

Recruit labor in m ilitary fashion for the vari
ous categories as deemed necessary.

A rb itra rily  assign workers to public and p ri
vate enterprises.

Regulate wages and hours by arbitrary 
decree.

I f  these regulations arc successfully imposed, 
labor w'ill occupy the same position in “ demo 
cratic”  France as labor in Germany and Italy—  
starvation between the barbed wire ot concen
tration camps and the bayonets o f the army.

The closer war approaches the less there is to 
distinguish the “ democratic” dictatorships from 
the fascist dictatorships. Workers’ revolution is 
in order in  both the opposing capitalist camps.

Saito’s Ashes
When H irosi Saito, former Ambassador to 

Washington, died in this country a short time 
ago, President Roosevelt as a diplomatic ges
ture ordered a United States cruiser, the As
toria, to carry back the ashes to Saito’s home 
in Japan.

Last week the Astoria arrived in Japan with 
the ashes. Observers report that the reception 
given by the Japanese people to Roosevelt’s 
sending a cruiser across the Pacific w ith the re
mains o f Saito was singularly moving.

A ll was silent as the Astoria entered the har
bor. Traffic had come to a standstill hours be
fore. Thousands o f Japanese, gathered in deep 
solemnity, watched the cruiser break out the 
colors of the Rising Sun and fire a salute of 21 
guns. Tears showed on many faces. A  local 
shopkeeper was reported to have gathered in a 
very short time 5,000 signatures to a book ex
pressing gratitude to President Roosevelt.

There were local demonstrations of grateful
ness far in excess o f that called for by official 
national mourning over a dead diplomat. Japan
ese officialdom had difficulty in preventing these 
demonstrations from swelling into national pro
portions and taking on an aspect which would 
have been grave to the Japanese government.

Observers report that the Japanese people be
lieved— naively in face of Roosevelt’s real de
signs— that the United States cruiser accorded 
by Roosevelt to carry the ashes home meant a 
friendly gesture from the people o f tht: United 
States, a token that the cruel oppression which 
they arc now suffering under their own capitalist 
bosses w ill not be deepened by war w ith the 
United States.

The size and the intensity o f this wave of 
gratitude and relief expressed by the Japanese 
people is o f the greatest significance. That it 
could seize upon such a minor incident, that the 
meaning attached to the incident is mistaken, is

not of great moment. What is\of importance is 
the indication it gives to the misery, the unrest, 
the need felt by the Japanese people to find some 
outlet for their longing for peace.

It  is a demonstration that the strain of the war 
being conducted by the Japanese capitalists 
against China is becoming so intolerable that a 
spark can start the powder train which w ill fire 
a workers’ revolution and blow up the present

social structure in Japan just as it  did a similar 
structure in Russia in 1917.

The deep embers o f rebellion in Japan w ill 
flare up at the first indication anywhere in the 
world that it  is really possible for workers to 
have their own government and to run a country 
for human needs instead of capitalist profits.

I t  has often been pointed out that a workers’ 
revolution in France would immediately topple 
H itle r and Mussolini. The M ikado would not 
long keep his imperial peacocks after they fell. 
Likewise a workers’ victory in the United States 
would immediately rebound with workers’ revo
lutions everywhere.

The Japanese people receiving Saito’s ashes— 
an event such as this might well become the 
pivot where far-reaching changes in the moods 
and emotions o f the international working class 
begin, changes that w ill start a new scries of 
socialist revolutions and end by reducing capital
ism to ashes.

A  Princely Visitor
The Prince o f Norway— that most democratic 

country o f “ the middle way” — is scheduled to 
visit these shores on A pril 27. I f  the workers of 
this country are to properly appreciate him, they 
should know certain facts about the royal house 
which he represents.

In November, 1937, the Norwegian democrat
ic government decided to make a friendly over
ture to Stalin by imprisoning comrade Trotsky 
and his wife, Natalia. The immediate pretext for 
the arrests was an article by Trotsky which ap
peared in the American weekly, “ The Nation,” 
about the situation in France.

But in making this arrest the democratic min
isters were faced with an embarassing difficulty. 
No Norwegian law gave them a basis for im 
prisoning Trotsky.

Irt their quandary, the ministers— they were 
social-democrats adhering to the Second Inter
national— remembered their King. And in the 
constitution they discovered a paragraph which 
gives the K ing the right to issue emergency de
cisions (in  the event o f war or similar disas
ters). The provision was promptly invoked; the 
K ing signed a special order giving the ministers 
the right (which he himself did not possess) to 
imprison foreigners without cause. Thus did 
they save democracy in Norway.

Again, when Trotsky filed suit against the 
Norwegian Stalinist and fascist press, the gov
ernment could not find a constitutional way to 
prevent him. Whereupon another special order 
was issued by the king, giving the government 
the right (which he himself did not possess) to 
deny imprisoned foreigners the right to bring 
legal suits. Thus did they again save democracy 
in Norway.

We can, therefore, understand why the Sec
ond Internationalists love the royal house of 
Norway. I t  helps them make democracy func
tion.

The Coming W ar W ill Surely See 
Britain's Colonial Empire Wrecked

The Rising Nationalist Movements for Freedom In Every 
Section of the Empire Which Guarantee the Doom of the 
British Colossus Also Presage the End of Capitalism

By S H E R M A N  S TA N LEY
The fin a n c ia l w izards of 

S treet— are nervously finge ring  
the ir money bags these days. 
“ The C ity ”  — London's W all

W ithout exception the people 
of a ll o f E n g la n d ’s w orld  col
onies hate and detest the B r i 
tish ru le . These cu lon ia l people 
w il l  u tilize  the f ir s t  ava ilab le  
oppo rtun ity—the w a r—to oust 
the B ritish .

M any tim es before the B r i 
tish  have faced opposition in 
the colonies. They have a lways 
succeeded in  stav ing  o ff the in 
ev itab le , however. One o f th e ir 
p rin c ip a l methods has been to 
buy o ff and bribe the leaders of 
the opposition m ovem ent, o r to 
m aneuver th ings so tha t the 
colonia l masses are " le d ”  by 
agents of the na tive  cap ita lis t 
class whose basic in terests are 
w ith  the B r itis h . Th is  is w hat 
they have done fo r exam ple, in  
Ind ia  (G andhi) and in Ire la n d  
(De V a le ra ).

They have not hesitated fox- 
one m om ent to use the arm ed 
forces o f the police and the B r i 
tish Colonial A rm y . The B ritis h  
unleash a H it le r ite  re ign  of te r 
ro r when necessary to preserve 
th e ir ru le . They have done th is 
in  Palestine, ip  Ire la n d , in  th e ir 
A frica n  colonies and especia lly 
in  Ind ia .
W O R LD -W ID E  F IG H T  
AG AIN ST B R IT IS H  R U LE

N ever before, however, has 
co lon ia l opposition been so so l
id  in its  de te rm ina tion  to pu t 
an e a rly  end to B r itis h  ru le . 
M ilita n t ly  conducting the s tru g 
gles of today, the colonia l 
masses g r im ly  a w a it the oppor
tun ities  th a t tom orrow  holds 
out fo r them . L e t us c ite  a few 
exam ples of today ’s opposition:

Ire la n d : A new ly rev ived  na
tio n a lis t m ovem ent has sha t
tered the sweet dream s of the 
B r itis h  money-baggers. The 
Ir is h  are s ta rtin g  in once again 
where the  tra ito r  De V a le ra  
le ft o ff. T h e ir s trugg le  is fo r a 
united, independent Ire la n d — 
free fo re ve r of B r it is h  dom ina
tion.

In d ia : The w orkers and peas

ants of th is vas t coun try  of 
fo u r hundred m illio n s  are in  
the fo re fro n t of the strugg le  
aga inst B r itis h  im p e ria lism . In  
the past year th is  coun try  has 
had a wave of s tr ikes—general 
s tr ikes  in Bom bay and C a lcu t
ta, the w ork ing  class centei's— 
m ilita n t dem onstra tions and 
actions fo r freedom . R epresent
ed in  the Ind ian  N a tiona lis t 
Congress alone are 5,000,000 
w orkers and peasants who are 
pledged to gain com plete inde
pendence fo r th e ir  coun try .

The In d ia n  na tio n a lis t m ove
m ent provides the biggest 
headaches fo r  the bankers of 
"T he  C ity .”  T h a t m ovem ent is 
ris in g  over the heads of G andhi 
and his conserva tive  fo llow ing . 
Once th is  is accom plished, then 
the B r itis h  know they can kiss 
good-bye to “ the fin e s t jew e l in 
the C rown of E m p ire .”

Ceylon: In  th is im p o rta n t and 
s tra te g ica lly  located is land, the 
le ft-w ing  S ocia lis t P a rty  of 
Ceylon is lead ing an aggressive 
and d ire c t s trugg le  aga inst the 
B ritish . L it t le  news reaches the 
outside w orld  of th e ir  battles. 
Ceylon— a pearl of “ dem ocra t
ic ”  E ng land—is h e rm e tica lly  
sealed fro m  w ithou t. M ean
w h ile , fro m  w ith in , the B r itis h  
ca ry  on th e ir v io le n t a ttem pts 
to crush a people who never 
give up.

West Ind ies : These islands, 
fam ed fo r th e ir hu rricanes, have 
brewed a s to rm  too severe fo r 
the B ritis h  to handle. L a b o r— 
m ilita n t ly  led under the banner 
of the C .I.O .—has organized the 
dock w orkers, sa ilors, sugar 
m ill w orkers, etc. Wave upon 
wave of s tr ikes  have served no
tice  on the B r itis h  th a t here too 
they are not wanted.
C AN ’T  FOOL T H E M  
A L L  T H E  T IM E

E g yp t: The B ritis h  granted a 
fic tit io u s  " independence" to 
some fake na tio n a lis t p o lit i
cians a few  years back. They 
thought tha t these men could 
in d e fin ite ly  fool the laborers 
and peasant “ fe llaheen .”  The 
B ritis h , who w rote  the tre a ty , 
kept contro l of E g y p t’s fo re ig n  
a ffa irs , fin a n c ia l m a tte rs  and

aranged fo r  B r itis h  troops to 
rem a in  in  the coun try . The 
th ing  was a fake fro m  the word 
"g o .”  Today, the masses led by 
ra d ica l students, continue the 
strugg le  fo r independence, real 
independence. C halk up anoth
er tho rn  in the side of the B r i 
tish—rig h t a t the entrance to 
the v ita l Suez Canal!

K enya, U nion of South A f r i 
ca, etc. A ll sections of B r ita in ’s 
A frica n  colonies have been s tir  
r in g  restless ly . H eadquarte rs of 
the A frica n  na tiona lis t and rev 
o lu tiona ry  m ovem ent, which 
operates d ire c tly  fro m  London 
itse lf, reports  w a rm  responses 
to the w ork  of the organizers i t  
sends out. O rgan iza tion  of 
b lack w orkers in  sections o f the 
Union of South A fr ic a  is p ro 
gressing as never before. These 
men w il l  show th a t they too un
derstand th a t freedo in  and B r i 
tish  ru le  have noth ing in  com 
mon.

Even those sections of the 
E m p ire  th a t are a c tu a lly  inde
pendent. c a p ita lis t nations are 
deserting the B r itis h . So g rea t 
has been the pressure of the 
people in  A u s tra lia . Canada 
and the U nion of South A frica  
aga inst supporting  E ng land  in 
any w a r tha t the leaders of 
these governm ents have been 
forced to declare p u b lic ly  th a t 
they w il l  not send any sold iers 
overseas to a id  the B ritis h .

We doubt i f  these ca p ita lis t 
po litic ians  mean it. B u t we 
don’t  doubt th a t the people of 

-these lands mean i t !  And th e ir 
word w il l  be the fin a l w ord.

A ll o f th is  spells death fo r the 
B ritis h  E m p ire !

The m ost s ig n ifica n t event in 
the rise  of ca p ita lism  was the 
erection o f th is  E m p ire . The 
m ost s ig n ifica n t event in  cap i
ta lism 's  fa ll w il l be the destruc
tion of th a t E m p ire . And we 
who live  now w ill have the g lo 
rious oppo rtun ity  of w itnessing 
its break-up and rep lacem ent 
by independent, free nations of 
w orkers and peasants, associ
ated w ith  and a id ing  one an
o ther in  a w orld  soc ia lis t soci
ety.

Federal Criminal Syndicalism Law  
Would Foist Military Rule on Labor

By F E L IX  MORROW
Representatives of the W ar 

and N avy D epartm ents appear
ed before the Ju d ic ia ry  Com
m ittee  o f the House o f R epre
sentatives on A p r il 12 to lend 
the ir w e igh ty support to w ha t 
has become known as the 
S m ith  Om nibus B il l—even the 
New Y o rk  T im es ca lls  i t  "a  
com posite of the an ti-a lien  and 
an ti-ra d ica l leg is la tion  offered 
in the las t tw en ty  yea rs .”

L a s t m onth Charles Edison, 
assistant secre ta ry  of the 
N avy, secured the in troduc tion  
of a b ill ou tlaw ing  “ subver
s iv e "  propaganda in the arm ed 
forces; i t  appears now, how
ever, th a t the A rm y  and N avy 
p re fe r the S m ith  B il l  (H .R . 
5138) w h ich  includes not only 
provisions re fe rr in g  to the a rm 
ed forces, bu t is p ra c tic a lly  
un ive rsa l in  its  scope.

As we analyse th is  b ill, do 
not fo rge t th a t Roosevelt is 
C om m ander - in - Chief of the 
arm ed forces w hich have en
dorsed i t !
A C rim in a l S yndica lism  Law
T itle  I  of the b ill begins: “ I t  

sha ll be un law fu l fo r any p e r
son by word of m outh or in 
w rit in g , o r by transm ission  by- 
rad io , to advocate, abet, ad
vise, or teach the du ty, neces
s ity , d e s ira b ility  o r p ro p rie ty  of 
ove rth row ing  or destroying the 
G overnm ent of the U nited 
States, o r the (government of 
any State of the U nited States, 
o r the governm ent of any sub
d iv is ion  thereof, by force or 
violence. . . . ”

Section 4 of th is  T it le  says: 
“ I t  shall be un law fu l fo r any 
person to organize or help to 
organize or become a m em ber 
of. o r a ff ilia te  w ith  any society, 
group, o r assem bly of persons 
who teach, advocate, o r en
courage the overth row  or de
struction  of the governm ent. . "

Tunis lics Belie fs
The A m erican  C iv il L ibe rties  

Union accura te ly  describes th is  
as ” a Federa l c r im in a l synd i
ca lism  la w ."  In  com plete v io la 
tion  of the fundam enta l legal 
concept tra d it io n a l to demo
c ra tic  governm ent, th a t on ly 
overt acts sha ll be punishable, 
the actua l h is to ry  of state c r im 
ina l synd ica lism  laws has dem 
onstrated th a t they are used to 
punish ideas and beliefs only.

There has never been a p ros
ecution under a c r im in a l syn 
d ica lism  law  invo lv ing  actual 
or attem pted violence or in c ite 
m ent to v io lence; fo r such a 
prosecution w ould have to 
prove fac ts , whereas the c r im 

ina l synd ica lism  law , as used, 
s im p ly  proves th a t the v ic tim  
is aga inst c a p ita lis t e xp lo ita 
tion !

The p rin c ip le  d is tinc tion  be
tween ove rt acts and free  d is
cussion has been recognized 
" in  p r in c ip le ”  by the U nited 
States Supreme C ourt, bu t nev
ertheless c r im in a l synd ica lism  
laws s t i l l  function  in  m any 
states, and the p rin c ip le  in 
volved troub les no t a t a ll the 
Congressional and A d m in is tra 
tion px-oponents of the Sm ith 
B ill.

Joker A ga inst Unions
T it le  I I  o f the b ill,  requ iring  

licensing of c iv ilia n  m ili ta ry  o r
ganizations, conceals a jo ke r; 
a Ai o n g organizations which 
m ust be licensed are those 
which by “ economic coerc ion”  
advoedte the denia l to any c it i 
zen of cons titu tiona l im m u n i
ties. A labor un ion ’s “ economic 
coerc ion”  of a boss could be in 
te rpreted under th is  provis ion 
to be v io la tion  of liis  constitu 
tiona l r ig h t to his p ro p e rty !

The W ar and N avy D epa rt
ments are sp e c ifica lly  endors
ing Section 9 of T it le  I I .  w hich 
jays : " I t  sha ll be un law fu l fo r 
any person to advise, counsel, 
urge, o r s o lic it any m em ber of 
the A rm y  or the N avy of the 
United States to disobey the 
laws or regu la tions governing 
the A rm y  or the N avy or to 
disobey the la w fu l o rder of a 
superio r, o r to publish o r d is
tr ibu te  any book, pam phle t, 
paper, p r in t, a rtic le , le tte r o r 
other w rit in g  which advises, 
counsels, urges, o r so lic its  any 
m em ber of the A rm y  or the 
N avy of the U n ited  States to 
disobey the laws o r regu la tions 
govern ing such m ili ta ry  o r nav
al forces, o r to disobey the la w 
fu l orders of a su p e rio r."

Section’ 10 says: "A n y  book, 
etc., m ay be taken fro m  any 
liou.se or other place in  w hich it  
m ay be found, or from  any pe r
son in  whose possession i f  m ay 
be found, or fro m  any person 
in  whose possession i t  m ay be”  
—by search w a rran ts  to be 
issued under the w a r-tim e  1917 
law govern ing  treason and es
pionage cases.

Rule By M ilita ry
Just realize w ha t the A rm y  

and N avy au thorities  are advo
ca ting  :

1. Any an ti m ilita r is t ,  a n ti
w ar. or p a c ifis t lite ra tu re  
w hich m ay fa ll in to  the hands 
of a so ld ier o r sa ilo r w ould be 
outlaw ed r ig h t now, in  peace
tim e.

2. A rm y  and N avy re gu la 

tions are, in  la rge  p a rt, not 
laws passed by Congress but 
ru les handed down by the m i l i 
ta ry  au tho rities . The Sm ith 
B il l  would there fore  m ake i t  a 
law , in advance, th a t to v io 
la te  any regu la tion  heretofore 
or he rea fte r decreed by the 
generals o r ad m ira ls  is a 
c rim e . Th is  ends a ll d is tinc tion  
between c iv il  a u tho rity  and the 
m ili ta ry  a u tho rity  w h ich  is 
tra d it io n a lly  presum ed to be 
subordinate to the c iv il  a u th o ri
ty . I t  means ru le  by the m i l i 
ta ry  in peacetim e.

Dared Less in W ar-T im e
3. The w a rtim e  treason and 

espionage law  of June, 1917 
provides fo r issuance o f search- 
w a rran ts  to c iv il  o r m ili ta ry  o f
fic ia ls  on presentation o f a f f i
dav its  th a t in the o ff ic ia l ’s be
lie f, a search of some given 
house w il l  aid in  securing a 
conviction  fo r treason o r es
pionage.

In  the m id s t o f the la s t w a r, 
the governm ent dared apply 
th is  procedure only to cases in 
vo lv ing  treason or espioriage. 
Now, in peacetim e, the govern
m ent's  m i l i t a r y  au thorities  
dare to propose to apply th is 
procedure im m e d ia te ly  to any 
and a ll opponents of w a r!

A liens Made C rim ina ls
T it le  I I I  of the b ill is d irected 

against a liens. I t  p roh ib its  na 
tu ra liza tion  fo r those aliens 
who advocate “ any fo rm  of 
governm ent fo r the U. S. 'con
tra ry  to th a t now e x is tin g .”  A 
be liever in peaceful trans ition  
to soc ia lism  o r, fo r th a t m a tte r, 
a be liever in  non-violence who 
wanted the governm ent also to 
be non-vio lent, w ould be in e li
g ib le to become a c itizen.

I t  provides a whole series of 
new reasons fo r deporting  
aliens, and fo r the reg is tra tion  
of a ll aliens. Since i t  is obvious 
tha t re g is tra tio n  cards fo r 
aliens are w ho lly  ine ffectua l 
unless c itizens also have iden
tif ic a tio n  cards, th is  provis ion 
is re a lly  a step tow ard  com 
pulsory re g is tra tio n  of the 
whole population.

Concentration Camps
T it le  IV  sets up res tric tions  

aga inst im m ig ra tio n  fro m  those 
countries w hich refuse to ac
cept fo r deporta tion  aliens now 
in th is  coun try , w h ile  T it le  V 
sets up a concentra tion cam p 
fo r aliens who are now in  th is 
coun try  and who cannot be de
ported.

Such are the m ain outlines of 
th is  v ic ious b il l—w a rm ly  en
dorsed by R oosevelt’s m ili ta ry  
subordinates.

— By Max Shachtman-
I t  was to be expected th a t once the P opu la r 

F ro n t reg im e in Spain came to its  n a tu ra l, th a t is, 
its  ignom in ious, death, we w ould begin to get the 
com plete inside s to ry  of w ha t happened behind the 
scenes du ring  its  liie t im e . I t  was inev itab le  th a t 
a ll the sord id  deta ils o f th is “ d e m o cra tic ”  fra u d  
would be revealed even tua lly  in  the fo rm  e ithe r of 
pen iten t confessions by its  severa l p a rtic ip a n ts  o r 
m u tua l accusations, each df w h ich  w ould a im  at 
th row ing  the respons ib ility  fo r  the debacle on 
somebody else and a ll o f w hich, p ro p e rly  assem
bled, would provide a fa ir ly  com plete p ic tu re  of 
the in tr ig u e , the secret d ip lom acy, the horse-trad
ing, the treache ry  th a t made up the life  o f th is  
“ in s tru m e n t of the masses fo r  the united defense 
of dem ocracy .”

A Belated Witness
Am ong the f i r s t  o f the pa rtne rs  to speak up is 

Lu is  A raqu is ta in , one of the “ le ft-w in g ”  leaders of 
the Spanish S ocia lis t P a rty , w e ll known as one of 
the p rin c ip a l advisers in  the rea lm  of theory and 
d ip lom acy to La rgo  C aballero . The “ Indepen
dent N ew s" of P a ris  has ju s t made pub lic  a le tte r 
addressed on A p r il 4, 1939 by A ra q u is ta in  to the 
las t P resident of the Spanish R epublican Cortes, 
D iego M artinez  B a rr io . In  i t  he announces a ra th e r 
belated res igna tion  fro m  w hat he ca lls  "o u r  fantas- 
m ago rica l R epublican C ortes,”  and dissociates 
h im se lf, also som ewhat be la ted ly, fro m  the “ m ost 
inept, the m ost despotic, the m ost unscrupulous 
governm ent ever suffered by Spain, even in  the 

m ost d isastrous periods of the A u s trian  dynasty or 
th a t of the Bourbons.”  Th is  is his po lites t re fe r
ence to the g rea t governm ent of the D em ocra tic  
People ’s F ro n t headed by his own p a rty  com rade, 
Juan N eg rin !

"D u r in g  the two years— a p p ro x im a te ly—th a t he 
held the power, we lost a ll o f the N orth  o f Spain, 
we lost a p a rt o f the M ed ite rranean  lit to ra l, and 
f in a lly  we lost a ll o f C ata lonia . A t another tim e  
and elsewhere, 1 sha ll set fo r th  the to ta lity  o f the 
causes fo r th is  d isaster w h ich  has no precedent 
in  the Spanish w ars. I t  is enough fo r me here and 
now to record the fa c t and to ind ica te  the profound 
source and the u ltim a te  reason fo r  th is  im m ense 
defeat: i t  is the s tup id  and b ru ta l com m un is t d ic 
ta to rsh ip  w hich guided our hapless w a r and lead us 
to th is  tra g ic  denouement: of th is  d ic ta to rsh ip , 
Juan N eg rin  and his coad ju to r, the fo rm e r M in is te r 
of State . I Azana I . were the docile  and uncondi
tiona l agents. D ic ta to rs  under the d ic ta to rsh ip  of 
the com m un is t p a r ty .”

Silent Accomplices
I t  is not out ol place to add a t th is  po in t th a t 

A raqu is ta in , C aballero  and th e ir associates were, 
a t the least, s ile n t accom plices of th is  “ d ic ta to r
ship in  the name of d e m o cra cy ." They to lera ted 
it,  they cooperated w ith  it ,  they kep t qu ie t about 
its  outrages and crim es a t a tim e  when fo r th r ig h t 
and tru th fu l appeal to the masses could have a l
tered the s itua tion , they d id not take a single s e ri
ous step tow ards o rgan iz ing  popu lar opposition tc 
a ru inous and despotic reg im e—a ll in  the name o f 
the “ u n ity  o f the ‘i ’ dbple's F ro n t.”

A ra q u is ta in  rem inds M artinez  B a rr io  of the s to ry  
to ld the la tte r by P res ident Azana who. in  1938, 
was th in k in g  of a change in  governm ent po licy . 
N egrin , the “ dem ocra tic  so c ia lis t,”  thereupon de
c la red  to Azana: “ You sha ll no t rem ove me, and 
i f  you t r y  to do it,  I  sha ll res is t; I  sha ll place m y 
se lf a t the head o f a popu lar and m ili ta ry  m ove
m ent, fo r the a rm y  and the people are w ith  m e .”  
(W hich, p resum ably , is w hy both the a rm y  and the 
people drove h im  and his cohorts out of L o ya lis t 
Spain.)

The N egrin  reg im e was characterized no t on ly 
by despotism  and in tr ig u e , but also by p la in  and 
fancy  g ra ft. N ot a few  professional dem ocrats 
f il le d  th e ir purses w ith  good Spanish gold. A raqu is- 
ta in ’s proposal to the governm ent fo r an a u d it o f 
its  finances was cyn ica lly  re jected , as was a s im i
la r  proposal by the Am bassador to W ashington, 
Fernando de los Rios.

" I  hold th a t there were enorm ous a d m in is tra tive  
ir re g u la r it ie s  in  the finances of ce rta in  agents of 
the G overnm ent abroad. B y re fusing to accept m y 
proposal, i t  is ev ident th a t the so-called N eg rin  
governm ent shares the respons ib ility  fo r these 
dere lic tions. I  also a ff irm  th a t high personalities 
of the R epublican reg im e possess, deposited in  
th e ir name in E ng lish  banks and in  those o f the 
U n ited  States, im p o rta n t sums of m oney, ha rd  to 
ju s tify . B u t a ll poss ib ility  of a check-up being abol
ished—and th a t is w ha t m y proposal sought to 
ave rt—R epublican Spain w il l  never know w h ich  of 
its  agents and representatives acted w ith  p ro b ity  
and w hich behaved d iffe re n tly : a ll o f them  w il l  be 
plunged in to  an atm osphere of suspicion. N or w ill 
i t  know . . . w ha t became of the Spanish treasu ry , 
of the 500 and some tons of gold w hich were de
posited outside the na tiona l te r r ito ry , nor how th is 
gold was spent, nor w ha t rem ains of it ,  nor the 
name or nam es under w h ich  th is  deposit was 
made, a fa c t of the h ighest im portance and one 
w hich perhaps would exp la in  also w hy ce rta in  
people, in an incom prehensib le m anner, clung ob
s tin a te ly  to power in  spite of the defeats and the 
h o s tility  of pub lic  opinion. . . . "

The Mystery of the Vanished Gold
Had A raqu is ta in  been g iven the oppo rtun ity  to 

read the a rt ic le  of W a lte r K r iv its k y  on “ S ta lin ’s 
Hand in  S p a in " before w r it in g  his le tte r to M a r
tinez B a rr io , a t least p a rt o f his question about 
the d isappearance of the Spanish gold stores w ould 
have been answered. K r iv its k y  revealed th a t not 
on ly did the F a the r of the Peoples in the K re m lin  
demand spot cash paym ent fo r the few rifle s , can
non and a irp lanes he sold to his beloved Spaniards, 
bu t he also a rranged fo r the tra n s fe r of a huge p a rt 
of the Spanish gold reserve to Moscow. For, when 
S ta lin  made his one s o lita ry  reference to the c iv il 
w a r in Spain as not a Spanish bu t a u 'orld a ffa ir , 
he apparen tly  in te rp re ted  i t  to mean a good busi
ness a ffa ir  fo r the Soviet C om m issaria t of F inance.

As fo r a ll the va rie ties  of leaders of the Spanish 
People ’s F ro n t, the p ro le ta r ia t has the in fu r ia tin g  
consolation th a t only now tha t they have com pleted 
th e ir w o rk  o f defeat and ru in  w ill they them selves 
begin to te ll the tru th —by f its  and s ta rts , and in  
ins ta llm en ts—about the crim es in w-hich they acted 
e ithe r as p rin c ip a ls  o r accom plices.

P resident Roosevelt speaks on the campus of 
Tuskegee, fam ous Negro school: “ Keep the ideals 
of your youth a ll your l iv e s ."  he te lls  the assem
bled Negroes. No m ention of the lack o f the Negro 
franch ise  and o ther ra c ia l d isc rim in a tio n  in  A la 
bam a was made by e ithe r Roosevelt o r any of the 
lis teners. Perhaps th is  idea l was too close to home 
fo r the m an who is so eager to denounce the race 
pogrom s o f H it le r .


