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"PEACE" PLEA CLOAKS WAR AIMS
PRES. R O O SEVELT IS  D R AG G IN G  US IN T O  W A R !

President Roosevelt is dragging the 
United States into the coining w a r!

lie  lias received no mandate from the 
people who hate war and do not want to' 
give their lives and freedom for either one 
o f the rival imperialist gangs.

lie  has not even received authorization 
from Congress which is supposed to have 
the exclusive power to declare war.

Yet he is boldly committing the armed 
and potential forces o f the United States 
to one side in the coming show-down for 
mastery of the world's wealth and power.

Woodrow Wilson plunged the United 
States into the last “ W ar for Democracy" 
with the cry o f “ Force— force to the ut
most !"

Franklin D. Roosevelt is preparing to 
plunge the country into another treacher
ous “ W ar for Democracy" with the cry of 
“ Force against force!"

The President has addressed H itle r and 
Mussolini with a pious appeal for peace to 
last at least ten more years, i f  not twenty- 
five. He asks them to guarantee the inde
pendence o f thirty-one countries.

Only babies and fools w ill be deceived 
by this appeal.

In the first place. Roosevelt and every
body else in the world knows that there 
isn’t a chance in the world o f getting the 
Fascist monsters to give such a guarantee. 
Even i f  there were, it wouldn't be worth 
the paper it is written on.

In the second place, Roosevelt knows—  
and everybody else should realize— that a 
number of the countries mentioned by him 
have already been deprived o£ their inde
pendence by the “ Great Democracies.”

Ireland, Palestine and Egypt are under 
the heel o f British imperialism.

Syria is the conquered booty o f France, 
whose airplanes and machine-guns have 
taken a heavy toll of the native tribesmen.

Roosevelt’s spurious appeal is merely for 
the record— otherwise it would have been 
preceded by the granting of complete and 
genuine independence to Roosevelt’s own 
colonies: the Philippine Islands, Puerto 

Rico, the V irg in  Islands, Samoa, etc.
It is made for the record so that Roose

velt may be able to “ ju s tify ”  entering the 
war on the grounds that he did all in his 
power to prevent it.

I t  is made for the record, because Roose
velt has already taken decisive steps to 
commit the United States to participation 
in the war.

A t the same time the appeal was issued, 
virtually the entire American Navy was 
ordered to the Pacific Ocean. The order 
universally understood to be a belligerent 
gesture against Japan, the partner o f the 
Rome-Berlin axis. The threat to Japan is 
not made in the interests of “ democracy,”

but for the preservation o f Wall Street in
terests in China. The naval order was obvi
ously issued in harmony with the orders 
recently issued for the movement o f French 
and British warships in the Mediterranean. 
Roosevelt is already acting in concert with 
the war plans o f Anglo-French imperial
ism.

By whose authorization?
The day before his appeal to H itle r and 

Mussolini, the Associated Press reported 
that “ United States Ambassador Joseph 
P. Kennedy called on Prime Minister Nev
ille Chamberlain, congratulating him on his 
statement in the House o f Commons yes
terday in which he extended guarantees of 
independence to Greece and Rumania.”

Who authorized Roosevelt's Ambas
sador to take any such step?

Who has decided that the United States 
is to be sent into a war to “ guarantee the 
frontiers”  o f Poland, or of Rumania, or of 
Greece? Those frontiers were established 
by a bandit war which ended with a peace 
so atrocious in its provisions that the 
American Government o f the time was
compelled to refrain from signing it.

*  *  *

Roosevelt has been in office more than 
six years, l ie  has not solved a single funda
mental problem of the crisis. M illions arc 
still unemployed and on the verge of star
vation. Industrial life  continues at a low 
level. The whole labor movement is struck 
blow after blow —  by employers, by the 
government, by the courts.

Roosevelt's latest solution for unemploy
ment is to k ill off a few million in the 
ghastly war that impends. He hopes to turn 
attention away from his bankruptcy at 
home by rattling the saber of war.

The workers o f America have the deep
est horror and hatred of H itle r and Musso
lini. But at the same time they have no 
reason in the world for trusting the imper
ialist pirates of France, England and the 
United States who sail under the llag of 
“ democracy."

They must not allow themselves to be 
tricked into another “ W ar for Democracy.”

Roosevelt talks a good deal about “ de
mocracy" and “ rights.”

A t the same time, he drives full speed 
ahead to war without bothering to consult 
the masses o f the people— whose opposi
tion to war is perfectly well known.

Let the people demand the democratic 
right to vote 'on whether oi* not they want 
to enter the war, on whether or not the 
United States shall participate in it!

Demand the right to a popular referen
dum on war, no matter where it is to be 
fought!

Organize to stop the Roosevelt regime 
from dragging us into a new world 
slaughter!

LABOR W ILL BE REGIMENTED 
UNDER M O B IL IZA T IO N  PLAN

W hat the Last War for "Democracy"  Was About!

RANKS OF MINE 
WORKERS SOLID 
AS PARLEYS LAG
Principal Demands Are 

Surrendered by 
Lewis-Murray

By H A L  D R A P E R
The In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  

P lan  of the W ar D epartm ent, 
now res ting  in  the file s  ready 
to be sprung on M -day, has the 
labo r p rob lem  a ll fig u re d  out. 
As Colonel H a rr is  of the W ar 
D epa rtm en t stated in  discuss
ing  the P lan, “ Labo r is the 
grea test single e lem ent of cost”  
in  w a rtim e ; and there fore  ex
penses m us t be cu t down, in 
o rde r th a t once again the earn
ings of U.S. Steel m ay rise 
fro m  $52 m illio n  to over $500 
m illio n , as they did fro m  1914 
to 1918.

I t  has often been pointed ou t 
th a t w o rke rs ’ wages rose 
sha rp ly  d u ring  the W orld W ar. 
Inso fa r as th is  is true , the W ar 
D epa rtm ent is de term ined th a t 
i t  sha ll not happen again. B u t 
even fo r the las t w a r. th is  fa c t 
does not te ll the whole s to ry.

Real Wages D rop
Cl) W hile the money earn ings 

of a ll em ployed wage-earners 
rose by 63 per cent, th e ir rea l 
wages (as com pared w ith  the 
rise  in  prices) rose by on ly  4 
per cent.

(2) Even th is  fig u re  is a r r iv 
ed a t by considering a ll s tra ta

of wage-earners in  one lum p. 
A c tu a lly , the wages of the 
la rge  mass o f w orkers d id not 
share th is  rise, bu t in  m ost 
cases declined in  com parison 
w ith  the cost of liv in g .

I t  is no wonder th a t the Sec
re ta ry  o f Labo r made the fo l
low ing repo rt du ring  the w ar 
years: “ W ith  the exception of 
the sacrifices of the men in  the 
arm ed serv ice , the greatest 
sacrifices have come from  
those a t the low er rung o f the 
in d u s tria l ladder. Wage in 
creases respond las t to the 
needs o f th is  class of labor, and 
th e ir m eager re tu rns  are h a rd 
ly  adequate, in  v iew  of the in 
creased cost of liv in g , to m a in 
ta in  th e ir m eager standard of 
life . I t  is upon them  the w ar 
pressure has borne m ost sev
e re ly . . . Too often there is a 
g la rin g  inconsistency between 
our dem ocra tic  purposes in 
th is  w a r abroad and the auto
c ra tic  conduct of those gu id ing  
in d u s try  a t hom e.’ ’

W ill F ix  Wages
Th is  tim e  the governm ent in 

tends to give "those gu id ing  in 
d u s try ”  a hand in  keeping 
down wages. The P lan  spec ific 

a lly  provides fo r the fix in g  of 
wages by a governm ent w ar 
bo a rd ; o r to use its  own lan 
guage, the pro jected  Price-Con
tro l Com m ission (w h ich  in c i
den ta lly  w ill consist of indus
tr ia lis ts , w ith  no labor rep re 
sentation) has the r ig h t to the 
" fo rm u la t io n  of polic ies and 
methods fo r the con tro l of 
prices and p ro fits , and fo r the 
s tab iliza tion  of fa ir  w ages.”

I t  has been m any tim es dem 
onstra ted. by the Nye C om m it
tee of the Senate and others, 
th a t w a rtim e  p rice -fix in g  by 
the governm ent could not begin 
to be e ffective . N ot so w ith  
w age-fix ing , when any a ttem p t 
by the w orkers  to p ro tec t th e ir 
in te rests w ill be m et w ith  m i l i 
ta ry  repression.

W hile the P lan  c le a rly  re 
qu ires the fix in g  of wages, the 
M -day b ills  in troduced in Con
gress a tte m p t to gloss over 
th is  fea tu re : bu t the men be
hind the I.M .P . are not so am 
biguous. Colonel T a y lo r. A m e r
ican Legion agent in  W ashing
ton and reputed ly  the au thor of 
the Sheppard-H ill M -day b ill, 
tes tified  as fo llow s on its  price- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Some 320,000 so ft coal m iners 
are ou t on s tr ike  in  the Appa
lach ian  region. Since A p r il 1. 
p its  and shafts fro m  P ennsyl
van ia  to A labam a have been 
id le . A lm ost continua l con fe r
ences have been held fo r  over 
a month a t the H ote l B iltm o re  
in New Y o rk  C ity  between -the 
operators and representatives 
of the U nited M ine W orkers of 
A m erica , bu t both sides de
c la red  up to A p r il 17 th a t the 
negotiations were “ hopelessly 
deadlocked.”

M eanw hile  a ll la rge  m e tro 
po litan  centers o f the east are 
fac ing  im m in e n t coal sho rtag 
es. The tra n s it lines of New 
Y ork  C ity  have on ly a w eek’s 
supply on hand. O ther large 
eastern c ities  are in  a position 
s im ila r  to New Y o rk .

New Y o rk ’s M ayor La  G uar- 
dia w ired  P resident Roosevelt 
las t Sunday, asking the la tte r 
to in tervene in the s tr ike . I t  
was believed th a t the P resident 
would m ake some move in th is 
d irec tion .

C ontract P rovis ions
The con trac t between the 

coal operators and the U .M . 
W .A., w hich exp ired  on M arch  
31, p rovided fo r a 35-hour week 
in the b itum inous coal fie lds, 
and a d a ily  basic wage of $6 in 
the north  and $5.60 in the south. 
A m ine r w ould consider i t  a 
m irac le , however, i f  he earned 
an average of $1,000 du ring  the 
year.

A ll eastern coal m ine rs  have 
been unemployed more than 
h a lf the tim e  du ring  the last 
tw o-year period and m any coal 
m iners  th roughout P ennsyl
van ia , West V irg in ia  and A la 
bama have h a rd ly  been able to 
find  a d a y ’s em ploym ent d u r
ing the las t co n tra c t period. 
The rank and f ile  of the soft 
coal area demanded therefore 
a reduction of the w ork  week, 
an increase of pay, and an es
tab lished m in im u m  annual sa l
a ry  guaranteed every coal 
m ine r.

(Continued on Page Z)

How Much  'Democracy’ 
Is There To Defend?

P resident Roosevelt has sought to appear before the A m e r
ican w o rk in g  class as the defender of the “ dem ocracies.”  In  
ju s tify in g  his w a r p rog ram  he has pointed to the defenseless 
“ dem ocracies”  ly in g  to the south w h ich  need “ o u r”  ne ighbor
ly  p ro tection. As p a rt of the a tte m p t to build  up the illu s ion . 
A c ting  Secretary of State Sumner W elles stated before the 
Senate Fore ign  R elations C om m ittee  th a t he knows o f no 
governm ent on the continent th a t is not a repub lic . To w hich 
Senator Borah added th a t “ We w il l  ca ll them  “ re p u b lic ” — 
I t  does not m ake any d iffe rence w ha t they are bu t we w il l  
designate them  ‘ re pub lics ’ . ”

A ro ll ca ll o f the. 22 countries of L a tin  A m e rica  reveals th a t 
19 of them  are ground under the heels of d ic ta to r ia l reg im es 
every b it as b ru ta l and oppressive as the Fasc is t reg im es on 
the other side of the A tla n tic .

The 19 d ic ta to rsh ips are G uatem ala , E l Salvador, N ic a r
agua, Honduras, D om in ican R epublic, P uerto  R ico—an A m e r
ican colony— B ritis h , F rench , and D utch G uiana. Venezuela, 
E cuador, P eru , B o liv ia , B ra z il, P araguay, U ruguay, H a it i, 
Costa R ica, P anam a, A rgen tina , and Cuba. O nly in  Chile, 
C olom bia, and M exico can the dem ocra tic  fo rm  of govern
m ent be said to e x is t! Th is is R oosevelt’s con tinen ta l axis 
designed not to defend dem ocracy but the p ro fits  of Yankee 
Im p e ria lism  fro m  in roads o f W all S tree t’s r iva ls .

Order to Fleet 
Is Designed to 
Head off Japan

Main Sphere of U.S. Action in W ar W ill Be 
Pacific; Navies on Move in Europe; 

Chamberlain Woos Stalin

HITLER READY FOR DANZIG COUP

President Roosevelt’s open declaration that he was ready 
to plunge the United States into the war now impending in 
Europe was the week’s major development in tiie world's 
permanent war crisis.

That he expected war, and not peace, to be the most 
likely sequel to his dramatic intervention was shown by 
Roosevelt’s simultaneous order to the United States fleet to 
return with maximum speed to the Pacific.

The fleet move was made because the Pacific w ill be 
the most vital war zone for 
Yankee imperialism. Japan 
has taken another stride fo r
ward in its own expansionist 
program by annexing a siring 
of islands 300 miles long in 
the China Sea, acquiring po
tential naval and air bases 
athwart the routes to and 
from British Singapore and 
Borneo, F rench  Indo-Chlna, the 
A m erican  P h ilipp ines , and the 
Dutch E as t Indies.

To P a rry  Japan
I t  is to p a rry  the fu r th e r 

Japanese moves th a t are in 
ev itab le  when w a r breaks out 
in  Europe th a t Roosevelt wants 
to keep the fle e t in  the western 
ocean, the m aste ry  of w hich 
w ill be one of the key issues of 
the co in ing  w a r as fa r  as W all 
S tree t is concerned.

M eanw hile  in  Europe guns, 
ships and men continued to 
move in pace w ith  w ar-m ak ing  
d ip lom acy on a ll fro n ts . The 
navies of B r ita in , F rance , G e r
m any, and I ta ly  squared o ff in  
the M ed ite rranean  and along 
E u rope ’s fro n tie rs  a rm ies  were 
moved in to  f ig h tin g  positions.

As H it le r  set A p r il 28 to f 
m ake a fo rm a l rep ly  to Roose
ve lt, his a rm y  prepared to 
move in to  Danzig. B r ita in  was 
try in g  to ge t Poland to give up 
the F ree C ity  w ithou t m aking  
i t  a cause fo r w a r. Roosevelt 
seconded th is  by o m ittin g  D an
zig fro m  the l is t  o f states in  his 
message to H it le r  and Musso
lin i.

Fear G ib ra lta r Coup
S im ultaneously concentra tion  

of troops in  Spanish te r r ito ry  
close to G ib ra lta r  and in  M or- 
rocco kep t the w estern a d m ir
a lties  on the ju m p  in  fe a r of a 
coup in  Morocco or even 
aga inst G ib ra lta r  itse lf.

On the d ip lo m a tic  front- the

THREE WITNESSES ARE HEARD 
AT N.Y PASSPORT FRAUD TRIAL

By N AT L E V IN E
(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)

NEW  Y O R K —A m ounta in  of dam ning evidence is being piled 
up by governm ent prosecutors a t the t r ia l  o f Ossip G arbe r, E d 
w ard B la tt and Aaron S harfin . the three men charged w ith  a 
conspiracy to fo rge  and a lte r passports fo r eighteen men and 
women, among them  the M oscow -im prisoned G .P .U . agents. 
Donald Lew is  Robinson and R uth M a rie  Rubens.

A lthough the governm ent has not thus fa r  attem pted to es
tab lish  the S ta lin is t re la tions w hich existed between the Robin- 
son-Rubens couple and the de- I ------------------------------------------------ -—
fendants, i t  has been prev ious ly  
revealed in the Socia lis t Appeal 
th a t the m issing secret agents 
were on in tim a te  te rm s  w ith  
various people close to and in 
the C om m unist P a rty . U.S.A.

On various occasions, pass
ports e ithe r forged o r a ltered 
b y  G arbe r and B la t t  and put 
in to  the process of c e rtif ica tio n  
by Sharfin , were re turned ,in 
care of the D ram a  T ra ve l 
League a t 12 West 46 Street, 
whose head. Helen R av itch , is 
the w ife  of D r. Solon B ernste in , 
one tim e  personal physic ian  to 
W illia m  Z. Foster.

M ay Be G .P .U . Agents
The charge of G .P .U . agents 

against the Robinson-Rubens 
couple was f ir s t  launched by 
the Socia list Appeal and was 
fo llow ed soon a fte r by a s im ila r

charge ip other period ica ls. 
Suspicion of the couple as Sov
ie t agents was ra ised when i t  
became known th a t on th e ir a r 
r iv a l in  Moscow in N ovem ber 
1937. they reg is te red  a t the N a
tiona l H ote l under the name of 
Robinson, a name th a t had 
been openly p roscribed in  Ju ly  
of th a t year by the Sovie t press 
w ith  the announcem ent, "w a n t
ed by the p o lice ."

As stated in the la s t issue of 
the Appeal, the couple ’s p re 
m ed ita tion  in a rra n g in g  w ith  
B la tt  fo r the care o f th e ir 
daughter “ i f  we are detained 
abroad”  lends w eight to the 
charge th a t they were a p a rty  
to th e ir own phoney a rrest.

F ram e-up E lem ents
On in q u iry  fro m  the State 

D epartm ent, the a rrests were

expla ined by the Soviet E m 
bassy in W ashington on the 
grounds th a t the couple "m ig h t 
w e ll be T ro ts k y is ts .”  The labor 
papers m entioned were qu ick 
to see in the E m bassy an
nouncem ent the elem ents o f an
other fram e-up  t r ia l  in  Moscow, 
to be a im ed a t the A m erican  
re vo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent fo r its  
opposition to the K re m lin  fo r 
eign po licy.

Th is  contention was com 
p le te ly  borne out when the 
w orld  press, c a rry in g  in te r
views w ith  Robinson, quoted 
h im  as saying th a t he had been 
to C a lifo rn ia  fo r conversations 
w ith  Japanese spies and had 
la te r made a v is it  to Leon 
T ro tsky  in  his M exican refuge.

Prosecution A ’ m  Undefined
W hether the prosecution in 

tends to establish any m otive  
fo r the passport frauds cannot 
be said. On th is  po in t, the gov
e rnm en t has confined its e lf to 
the secondary m a tte r o f estab
lish ing  on ly the g u ilt  o f the 
three defendants. In  th a t con
nection, the M onday session 
saw three im p o rta n t govern
m en t . w itnesses ca lled by the 

(Continued on Page 2)

m a jo r deve lopm ent was the 
opening of negotia tions be
tween B r ita in  and the Soviet 
U nion fo r b rin g in g  the la tte r 
in to  the A ng lo -F rench  bloc. 
These negotiations were com 
p lica ted  by a whole series of 
facto rs . N e ithe r Poland nor 
R um an ia— both now gua ran 
teed by B r ita in —are w illin g  to 
accept the prospect o f Russian 
troops m a rch in g  across th e ir 
countries. They are s t i l l  to rn  
by the con trad ic tions of th e ir  
un fo rtuna te  position  between 
the N azi ogre on the one side 
and w ha t they regard  and have 
a lw ays regarded as the Rus
s ian “ m enace”  on the o ther.

Moscow' Cautious
M oreover the Moscow gov

e rnm en t on its  own p a rt has 
been u n w illin g  to accept the 
A ng lo-F rench courtsh ip  a t its  
face value. S ta lin  wooed and 
thought he had won F rance in  
1935 and he de lib e ra te ly  s tra n 
gled the Spanish revo lu tion  in  
o rde r to s tay in  M a ria n n e ’s 
bed d u ring  the nex t th ree  
years. A t M un ich  he was rude 
ly  k icked out.

H av ing  long since abandoned 
the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk ing  class 
as an a lly  and being no longer 
capable o f re tu rn in g  to the p ro 
g ram  o f the w orld  revo lu tion— 
the on ly p rog ram  capable of 
saving the S ocia lis t foundations 
created by the Russian re vo lu 
tion—S ta lin  has since been oc
cupying  a cautious m idd le  po
s ition . In  the present c ris is  he 
has sedulously le ft the door 
open to any possible deal w ith  
H it le r  and held the suddenly 
a ffectionate  C ham berla in  and 
D a lad ie r o ff a t a rm ’s length.

The present negotia tions ap
pear to be tend ing in  the d irec- 
ion o f a l im ite d  unde rtak ing  

by S ia lin  to jo in  the Anglo- 
F rench  bloc. Th is  is by no 
means determ ined, however, 
as W a lte r D u ran ty , in his own 
sodden, incoheren t w ay, has 
been ins is ting  d a ily  in  the New 
Y o rk  T im es.

N ot So H ostile
“ A t the r is k  of appearing 

tire so m e ,”  he said in  a d is
patch las t Sunday, “ I  am  once 
m ore forced to repeat th a t in  
m y opinion in  regard  to a po
te n tia l co n flic t between I ta ly  
and G erm any on the one side 
and F rance and B r ita in  on the 
o ther, the Russians are ho t so 
e n tire ly  hostile  to the G erm ans 
and the Ita lia n s  as the B r it is h  
and the F rench m ay be lieve .”

I t  has long been a w e ll- 
known fa c t th a t D u ra n ty  does 
not w rite  as he pleases bu t as 
the G .P .U . pleases. These d is
patches of his ind ica te  th a t e i
ther S ta lin  h im se lf o r an im 
po rtan t fac tion  close to h im  fa 
vors con tinu ing  advances to 
H it le r  ra th e r than a plunge in to  
the Ang lo-French com bination .

B u t S ta lin  is no longer a free  
agent. A round h im  are the ru 
ins of the revo lu tion  he s tra n 
gled and beyond th a t the hos
tile  ca p ita lis t w o rld —in a ll its  
factions—w hich s t i l l  w ishes i t  
could fin d  a w ay o f so lv ing  its  
p rob lem s by ca rv in g  up the 
rich  m arke ts  and resources of 
Russia. T h a t is a hope th a t 
w il l  be abandoned on ly  when 
the w orkers  o f a w a r-to rn  w o rld  
grasp the re ins o f pow er fro m  
the b loody hands o f the c a p ita l
is t w a r-m akers .
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By B. J. WIDICK.
W hile the po litic ians  in  W ash

ing ton  are proceeding to carve 
ou t the life  o f the W agner L a 
bor D isputes Act, the N ationa l 
Labo r R ela tions Board is ready 
to sp ring  one of its  most sensa
tio n a l hearings in  the case of 
the U n ited  R ubber W orkers of 
A m erica  aga inst the Goodyear 
T ire  & R ubber Co. of A kron, 
Ohio.

The am azing s to ry  of the de
ve lopm ent and the resu lts of 
the s it-dow n s trikes  in  the g ian t 
rubber p lants in  1936 w ill be 
unfolded, and th is  is a sub ject 
on w h ich  both the com pany and 
the C .I.O. are  e x trem e ly  sensi
tive .

N e ithe r side is anxious to 
have th is  hot potato occupy the 
center of the stage but i t  is 
inev itab le . F o r i t  was in  res is t
ing  the onsweep o f the rubbe r 
w o rke r th rough th e ir e ffective  
s it-dow n s tr ike  th a t Goodyear 
earned its  notorious repu ta tion  
as a scab o u tfit.

The K u  K lu x  K lan , the B lack  
Legion, the Goodyear S talh 
m ate Club and countless other 
anti-un ion  organizations had 
m ushroom  grow th  and decline 
du ring  th is  period w h ile  the 
Goodyear o ffic ia ls  expe rim en t
ed to fin d  a w ay of stopping 
union grow th . Spies, stool- 
pigeons, M r. Paul B e rg o ff h im 
se lf, the Law  and O rde r 
League, ex-M ayor C. Nelson 
Sparks and the w a r ve te rans— 
a ll the po ten tia l and fasc is t 
scum  took a c rack  a t b reak ing  
the union but s t i l l  i t  established 
itse lf.

B r ib in g  po litic ians , g iv ing  
c ity  policem en bonuses to club 
and te a r gas union pickets, and 
every o ther conceivable m e th 
od was used by the com pany 
to stop the rubbe r w orkers.

Headlines Are Due
In  the revea ling  o f th is  s to ry  

before the N .L .R .B .. A m erica  
w il l  get a concise p ic tu re  of the 
whole s to ry  of the d ifficu ltie s  
and prob lem s th a t faced the 
C.I.O . in its  e a rly  days.

Tom  G ird le r as a m em ber o f 
the B oard  of D ire c to rs  of 
Goodyear, P. W. L itch fie ld , 
com pany president, A kron  c ity  
o ffic ia ls  and others should be in  
fo r  some ve ry  unpleasant pub 
lic ity .

The com pany w il l  p robab ly  
t r y  to avoid the issues by the 
s im p le  device of ra is in g  the c ry  
o f “ re vo lu tio n ”  and "S o v ie ts "  
aga inst the sit-downs o f w hich 
qu ite  a few  dozen were pulled 
a t Goodyear.

In  p a rt ic u la r, on M ay 20, 
1936 Goodyear yelled th a t the 
w orke rs  fo rm ed  a Soviet a t 
p la n t tw o when a group of cool- 
headed union com m itteem en 
took charge of the p la n t to p re 
ve n t considerable bloodshed 
w h ich  threatened because of 
the provocations o f com pany 
un ionists and stooges.

A lthough 21 union men were 
a rrested  fo r “ r io t in g ”  the 
fram e-up  charges were exposed 
and the union m ilita n ts  freed.

Boomerang Statements
A nother tim e  C liff  S lusser. 

v ice-president o f the com pany, 
got d runk  and tr ie d  to get tough 
w ith  union m ilita n ts  in  the 
p lan t, accord ing  to the un ion
ists, and he was ejected fo r his 
own good. O f course, th is  in 
c iden t w il l  be te rm ed " in s u r 
re c tio n ”  by the com pany.

There is no question bu t th a t 
an in te llig e n t answer w il l  stop 
the com pany’s counter-o ffen
sive when the hearings begin. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , p rom inen t union 
o ffic ia ls  like  John House, Good
yea r Loca l p resident, and S tan
ley  D en lingsr. a tto rney fo r the 
U .R .W .A ., have made some i l l -  
advised statem ents on sit- 
downs, etc., and these can easi
ly  boom erang.

One th ing  is ce rta in , how 
ever. F o r the f i r s t  tim e  in 
C .I.O . h is to ry , the whole s to ry  
of sit-downs, etc. fro m  every 
po in t o f v iew  is going to be 
to ld .

320,000 Miners 
Solid in Strike

Lewis Drops Miners' Economic Demands; Holds 
Out Only for Closed Shop

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
John L . Lew is  and P h ilip  

M u rra y , leaders o f the U .M . 
W.A. com m ittee  in  the cu rre n t 
negotiations, there fore  made a 
pretense of fig h tin g  fo r these 
ju s t and necessary demands of 
the coal m iners. A t the begin
n ing o f the negotiations. Lew is 
announced th a t he w ould fig h t 
fo r the 30-hour week, an in 
crease in  the basic d a ily  wage 
and fo r the estab lishm ent o f a 
guaranteed annual wage. E v 
e ry th in g  favored  such a battle  
a t th is  tim e ; the m iners  had 
every  chance o f success. They 
would have com m anded, in  
such a fig h t, the unquestioned 
m ora l, fin a n c ia l and physica l 
support o f every a ff il ia te  of the 
C .I.O . and m any loca l union 
organizations o f the A .F .L .

The m iners , the best o rgan 
ized group of men in any indus
t r y  of the U . S., could have 
halted the present backw ard  
m ovem ent of the C .I.O. and 
taken the leadership in the fo r
w ard  m arch  o f a ll A m erican  
labor.

N egotia to rs G ive Way
B u t obviously Lew is and M u r

ray  d id  not take  th is  fig h t ve ry  
seriously. The ve ry  idea of 
leading a g rea t pioneering 
m ovem ent in  th e ir  in d u s try  fo r 
the 30-hour week is beyond 
them . These sm ug union p o li
tic ians  do not understand th a t 
the m ine rs  m ust have g rea t im 
provem ents in  th e ir present un
bearable economic conditions, 
o r the m iners  w il l  lose th e ir 
confidence in  and th e ir lo ya lty  
to unionism . So these supposed 
b r i l l ia n t negotia tors proceed to 
g ive aw ay one po in t a fte r an
other. They g ive aw ay the 30- 
hour week. They give away 
the increased basic wage. They 
g ive away the guaranteed an
nual wage. Then they go ahead 
and c a ll the m iners  ou t on 
s tr ik e ! F o r what? There is no 
d isagreem ent between the two 
negotia ting  com m ittees now on 
wages or w o rk ing  conditions.

Lew is and M uray  ca ll the 
m iners  ou t on s tr ike  fo r  the 
closed shop.

The closed shop is an im p o r
ta n t union weapon to consoli 
date the union position and to 
res is t the em p loyers ' e ffo rts  to 
break up the union o rgan iza 
tion. B u t one lias got to be a 
p re tty  sm ug bu reaucra t to fo r 
get a ll about the economic de
m ands o f the w orkers and send 
them  out in to  ba ttle  on ly  fo r 
the closed shop. The m iners  
are s tr ik in g  anyhow, but have 
a lready, in  advance, given up 
th e ir c la im  to economic b e tte r
m ent. No wonder the em p loy
ers and the po litic ians  th ink  
Lew is and M u rra y  are “ b r i l 
lia n t nego tia to rs .”

S trike  E ffe c tive
The m iners, w ith  the sp lend

id d isc ip line  and courage fo r 
w hich they are fam ed, have 
shut down every m ine tig h t as 
a d rum . To date the s tr ike  is 
p re tty  near 100 percent e ffec
tive .

Behind the stubborn demand 
fo r the closed shop lies the fea r 
of Lew is th a t the m ine opera 
tors w il l  u tilize  the f ig h t be
tween the A .F .L . and the C .I.O. 
to break the organ iza tion  of the 
m ine w orkers. The reac tiona ry  
A .F .L . E xecu tive  Council has 
a lready  a ttem pted to convince 
some of the so ft coal operators 
not to sign an agreem ent w ith  
the U .M .W .A ., as the P rogres
sive M iners  o f A m erica , an 
A .F .L . a ff il ia te , m ig h t be w i l l 
ing to sign an agreem ent on 
m ore len ien t te rm s.

W hile a ll union men are ra l
ly in g  to the cause of the va lia n t 
so ft coal m iners, the present 
s tr ik e  is seen as one m ore com 
pe lling  reason to cem ent an 
honest fusion between the two 
houses of labor. Labor, as the 
present s tr ike  ind ica tes, needs 
a ll o f its  s treng th  to f ig h t the 
reac tiona ry  em ployers and 
th e ir anti-un ion cam paign.

M-Day Plans Deprive 
Labor o f A ll freedom

REFUGEE NEEDS 
A TYPEWRITER

The A m erican  Fund for 
P olitica l Prisoners and R e f
ugees needs a typ ew rite r for 
a refugee recently arrived  
in this country. In  order to 
enable h im  to earn  a liv ing , 
a typ ew rite r is an urgent 
necessity. I f  you have a 
typ ew rite r you can give or 
lend this refugee, please 
com m unicate w ith  the A m e r
ican Fund for P o litica l P r is 
oners and Refugees, Room  
1609, 109 F ifth  Avenue, New  
Y o rk  C ity , Algonquin 4-8649, 
and arrangem ents w ill be 
m ade to call for the m a 
chine.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
fix in g  p rov is ion ; “ I  am  sug
gesting, M r. C ha irm an, th a t 
a fte r the w ord ‘a r t ic le ’ the 
w ord ‘se rv ice ’ be inserted, so 
th a t we sha ll ve ry  sp e c ifica lly  
know th a t th is  leg is la tion  sha ll 
app ly to w ages.”  When a Sen
a to r asked, “ You mean a c le rk  
in  a store should have his s a l
a ry  fix e d ? ”  T a y lo r rep lied , 
“ E v e ry th in g .”

P re tex ts  to Cut Wages
Colonel H a rr is  reported  to the 

Nye C om m ittee  in  1934 th a t the 
N .R .A . labor adm in is tra to rs  
were to be used to f ix  m a x i
m um  wages foi' w orkers.

Some of the pre texts  w hereby 
wages w il l  be cu t have a lready 
been ind ica ted . One is the plea 
th a t since prices are being 
“ co n tro lle d ,”  wages need not 
rise . Colonel T a y lo r can be 
c ited here again because, being 
an u n o ffic ia l representa tive  of 
the W ar D epartm ent, he could 
a ffo rd  to be fra n k e r on th is  
de licate  top ic : “ There is no 
question th a t du ring  the w orld  
W ar the pay of w orkers  was 
fo rced to fo llo w  the rise  in  the 
cost o f liv in g . B u t, w ith  prices 
rem a in ing  stable, there would 
no t be such a demand fo r 
h igher w ages.”

Another p re te x t w il l  be the 
slogan o f “ equa liz ing  the b u r
dens of w a r ”  as between the 
sold iers a t the fro n t and c iv i l 
ians a t home. Th is  slogan is 
popu lar am ong the veterans as 
a p ro tes t aga inst w a r p ro fite e r
ing, bu t w ith  typ ica l dem agogy, 
Roosevelt tu rned  its  po in t in 
another d irec tion . In  D ecem 
ber 1934, a fte r announcing a t 
a press conference th a t "T he  
tim e  has come to take the p ro f
its  out o f w a r ,”  Roosevelt w ent 
on to deplore the fa c t th a t 
“ so ld iers who enlisted o r were 
d ra fted  in to  service served the 
U. S. in  a hazardous m anner 
fo r $1 a day w h ile  m un itions 
w orkers  rece ived possib ly $10 a 
d a y .”  (N. Y . T im es).

In  the same ve in , about a 
week la te r, Colonel H a rr is  
com pla ined th a t such a spread 
“ w asn’t e th ic a l,"  ne ithe r of 
them  m ention ing  the swollen 
sa la ries  and w ar bonuses paid 
out to the p a tr io tic  presidents 
o f D uPont, the H ercu les Pow
der Co., etc. Conclusion? 
“ Equa lize  the burdens”  o f the 
so ld ie r and w orke r by—b rin g 
ing  the la t te r ’s wage neare r $1 
a day too!

An A m erican  Legion organ 
sum m ed up the plan casually 
in  the fo llo w in g  m anner: “ This 
d ra f t  p lan, as you know, p ro 
poses to d ra ft  a ll w orkers  and 
a ll m a n u fa c tu rin g  p lan ts in to

G overnm ent serv ice , the same 
as i t  does the men in the a rm y , 
nor w ould there be any high 
wages paid to the m an who 
stays a t hom e.”

C ontracts Voided
The governm ent intends to 

have an easier tim e  w ith  re 
spect to o ther w o rk ing  condi
tions. A ll leg is la tion  on hours 
and conditions, as w e ll as trade 
union agreem ents on these sub
jec ts , w il l m ere ly  be declared 
n u ll and void. The I.M .P . a c 
tu a lly  s ta tes: “ M any of these 
regula tions and re s tric tions  are 
expedient ra th e r than neces
sa ry  to the w e ll-be ing  o f e ithe r 
the N ation  or the w orkers. In  
a na tiona l em ergency m uch of 
th is  expediency is lost and the 
operation of these regula tions 
and res tric tions  should be sus
pended.”  The re s tric tio n s  are 
listed as those “ issued by v a r i
ous authorized F edera l and 
State agencies, by agreem ents 
w ith  trade  unions, and in  other 
w a ys .”

In  line w ith  th is , in  1934, the 
W ar D epa rtm ent was p lanning 
to include section 7a o f the 
N .I.R .A . as one of the " re s t r ic 
tions ”  to be scrapped. “ I  would 
like  to ask i f  the W ar D epa rt
m ent has prepared a lis t of 
statutes to be suspended in  the 
event o f w a r ,”  inqu ired  Sena- 

, to r C la rk  o f the Nye C om m it
tee. “ M ere ly  a ten ta tive  d ra ft, 
not passed on or approved as 
y e t,”  rep lied  Col. H a rr is . Th is 
w il l  be a specia l board, the 
Lega l D iv is ion , charged w ith  
the ille g a l task o f suspending 
th is  selected lis t of laws and 
union contracts.

P ro fitee rs  Pleased
Am ong the f i r s t  laws to be 

scrapped w il l  be those dealing 
w ith  women and ch ild  labor. 
There w il l  be a Reserve Wo
m an Pow er D iv is io n : “ The spe
c ific  m ission of th is  d iv is ion  is 
to recom m end methods fo r  the 
re c ru it in g , tra in in g , and in f i l 
tra tio n  o f women, not g a in fu lly  
em ployed, in to  indus try , com 
m erce, and a u x ilia ry  se rv ices ,”  
—and not only in  in dus try  but 
also “ fo r du ty w ith  the arm ed 
fo rces,”  the P lan  sp e c ifica lly  
states. There w il l  be a Council 
of M inors  to im press ch ild ren  
below 18 in to indus try .

“ W hat is the a ttitu d e  o f in 
dus try  tow ard  the p lan? ”  a r 
in te rv ie w e r fro m  the “ N a tio n ’s 
Business”  asked A ssistan t Sec- 
le ta ry  of W ar Johnson, who is 
in  charge of the I.M .P .

“ One o f pe rfec t coopera tion ,”  
Johnson rep lied . “ So fa r  as I  
know, one o f pe rfec t sa tis fac
tion . . . .”

TROTSKY GREETS 
TRESCA ON 40th 
YEAR AS FIGHTER
The fo rtie th  ann ive rsa ry  

o f C arlo T resca 's  p a rtic ip a  
tion in  the w o rk in g  class 
movement, was ce lebrated 
last F r id a y  n ig h t in New 
Y ork  C iiy  w ith  a banquet in 
lii.s honor in which represen
ta tives of m any p o lit ica l 
shades o f opinion jo ined. 
Comrade T ro tsky  sent the 
fo llow ing  le tte r to the w e ll 
known ana rch is t f ig h te r :
D ear Comrade T re s c a :

In  spite o f a ll the profound 
d ivergences, w hich ne ither 
you nor I  have the habitude 
to deny or attenuate, I hope 
tha t you w ill p e rm it me to 
express the deepest esteem 
fo r you. as fo r  a m an who is 
every inch a fig h te r. Y our 
s ix tie th  b irth d a y  is being 
ce lebrated by your friends 
and I  take the lib e rty  o f in 
c lud ing  m yse lf among them .
I  hope th a t your m o ra l v ig 
or and re vo lu tiona ry  a rdo r 
w ill be conserved fo r a long 
tim e  to come. I  em brace you 
w hole-hearted ly.

Yours,
Leon T ro tsky  

A p r il 10, 1939.

CONVENTION OF 
PROJECT UNION 

OPPOSES WAR
Rapid Growth Reported 

In Membership of 
Organization

(S pecia l to  the S o c ia lis t A ppeal)
N EW  Y O R K  — A c ity -w ide  

convention o f the U nem ployed 
and P ro je c t W orkers Union, a t
tended by 82 delegates re p re 
senting 22 locals, adopted a 
resolution denouncing Roose
ve lt's  w a r m ongering and de
c la red  the f i rm  opposition of 
the U .P .W .U . to any w ar the 
U n ited  States m ay enter and 
demanded th a t a people’s re f
erendum  be granted so th a t the 
w o rk ing  class of A m erica  m ay 
reg is te r its  opposition to w ar. 
The delegates fu r th e r dem and
ed th a t a ll w a r funds be tra n s 
fe rred  to the unem ployed and 
W .P.A. budgets.

The o ffice rs ' reports  were ac
cepted as read and S ister P e a r
son was applauded when she 
announced th a t the U .P .W .U . 
had grow n fro m  13 locals w hich 
s p lit fro m  the W orkers A lliance  
last fa l l ,  to 22 loca ls—a ga in  of 
n ine—w ith  17 unem ployed lo 
cals and fo u r W .P .A. locals.

The a n ti-w a r reso lu tion adopt
ed was as fo llow s:

W hereas; today the w o rld  is 
threatened by a w a r in  w hich 
the w orkers and fa rm e rs  w ill 
once m ore be ca lled upon to lay 
down the ir lives  to p ro tec t and 
expand the im p e ria lis t in te r 
ests o f the bosses, and 

W hereas; the unemployed 
w orkers w ill be among the f ir s t  
to be slaughtered, as in  the las t 
w a r, and

W hereas; the Roosevelt gov
e rnm en t's  frenzied preparations 
fo r w a r are a m o rta l danger to 
a ll w orkers  — unem ployed as 
w e ll as em ployed—and include 
the launching of a g igan tic  p ro 
g ram  o f over a b illio n  do lla rs  
fo r a rm s, tw e lve  hundred m i l
lions add itiona l fo r w arsh ips, 
and whereas the re lie f appro
p ria tio n  of 1936 was $1,425,- 
000,000 as com pared to 1938’s 
$725,000,000, and

W hereas; the b illions  o f dol
la rs  being app ropria ted  fo r de
s truc tion  and death are being 
taken fro m  the mouths o f the 
unem ployed and could be used 
fo r W .P .A ., food, c lo th ing , and 
a housing p rog ram , and 

W hereas; the Roosevelt gov
e rnm ent is a lready engaged in  
a cam paign to m ilita r iz e  the 
re lie f and W .P .A . w orkers  by 
the use of generals, capta ins, 
and o ther a rm y  o ffice rs  in  the 
adm in is tra tio n  of re lie f, W .P.A. 
and N .Y .A .

There fore  Be I t  Resolved:
1. T h a t the Unem ployed and 

P ro je c t W orkers Union o f New 
Y o rk , vo ic ing  the de te rm ina 
tion  o f m ore than 3.000 unem 
ployed and W .P.A. w orkers, de
c la res its  f i r m  opposition to any 
w a r launched by the govern
ment.

2. That, we support a people ’s 
re fe rendum  on w a r so th a t the 
em ployed and unem ployed 
w orkers sha ll have the r ig h t to 
voice th e ir opposition to w a r.

3. T h a t we demand a ll w ar 
funds to the unem ployed.

4. T h a t we shall jo in  w ith  
a ll o ther forces in the labor 
m ovem ent who share our views 
fo r the purpose of consolidating 
the strongest possible m ove
m en t of resistance to w a r and 
w ar-m ongers.

W A N T E D : Comrades to share 
bungalow  on Lake Hopat- 
cong. New Jersey. Good 
sw im m ing , boating, fish ing , 
h itch h ik in g  easy. Answ er F . 
H ., c /o  S oc ia lis t Appeal. 116 
U n ive rs ity  PI.

F U L L  C H AR G E B O O K K E E P 
E R , 9 years experience, good 
references desires position. 
Call A L  4-8547.

SOCIALIST APPEAL

Hear Witnesses 
A t Passport Trial
Previously Disclosed Evidence Points to Link 

W ith Soviet Secret Police

“ Enclosed is a money order send in g ree tings : Chicago,
some of the New Y o rk  B ranch-

c o n tin u e d  fro m  Page 1)
prosecution. T hey were the 
H a rry  Zuckerm an couple, M r. 
Adolph R udew itz and John Sar- 
kotich.

F ro m  the testim ony g iven by 
M r. and M rs. H a rry  Zuckerm an, 
i t  is c lea r tha t, as in tim a te  
fr iends  of the S ta lin is t defen
dant S harfin , they m ust have 
been aw are of both his p o lit ica l 
connections, a lthough they 
deny th is , and o f the a c tiv itie s  
of the passport r ing . W itness, 
fo r exam ple, th a t Zuckerm an 
was the m a in  lin k  between 
S harfin  and the fo rge rs , and 
the T am m any po litic ians  who 
fa c ilita te d  the ce rtif ic a tio n  of 
the phoney passports. T ha t 
Zuckerm an has turned govern
m en t w itness can on ly mean 
tha t, to escape tr ia l,  he o ffered 
to snitch on his fr ie n d  of 13 
years ' stand ing, Aaron Sharfin .

N ext governm ent w itness of 
im portance  was in troduced by 
Prosecutor W erner. He is 
Adolph R udew itz. o f Chicago, 
the m an whose name and b irth - 
date were used by “ R obinson" 
in  ob ta in ing  a passport. F rom  
the in troduc tion  o f evidence, 
fo llowed by the exam ina tion  of 
R udew itz by W erner, i t  was 
learned th a t the Chicago m an's 
name was taken over by the 
so-called Robinson and, w ith  
the assistance of B la tt, was le-

N EW  Y O R K , A p r il 17—Local 
New Y o rk  o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  is p lanning a 
M ay D ay ra lly  a t Columbus 
C irc le  fo r the a fternoon of 
M ay 1, E . R. M cK inney, C ity 
O rganizer, announced today. 
The slogans w il l  include the 
a n ti-ca p ita lis t slogans cha rac
te r is tic  o f M ay Days of past 
years, as w e ll as slogans 
aga inst fasc ism , aga inst the 
W .P.A. lay-o ffs , fo r increased 
re lie f and fo r the s ix-hour day. 

’ The dem onstra tion  w il l  be a 
co lo rfu l a ffa ir  w ith  banners 
and m usic. A jo in t com m ittee  
of the P a rty  and Young Peo
p le ’s S ocia lis t League is w o rk 
ing on the arrangem ents.

There w il l  be no general 
united fro n t M ay D ay in New 
Y o rk  th is  year. “ The ob jec t of 
a united fro n t on M ay D a y .”  a 
p a rty  s ta tem ent points out, “ is 
to invo lve  masses of w orkers 
in  genuine class s trugg le  dem 
onstra tions, under gcauine 
w ork ing  class s logans.”

S ta lin is ts  V io la te  T ra d itio n
The dem onstra tion  ca lled by 

the S ta lin is ts  w ill,  to be sure 
invo lve  masses. B u t the ch a r
acter of the dem onstra tion  w ill 
be c le a rly  p a tr io tic , class co l
labo ra tion is t and in fa vo r of the 
so - ca lled co llec tive  - secu rity  
fro n t of the “ de m o cra tic ”  cap
ita lis ts  aga inst the Rom e-Ber- 
lin  axis. E ve ry  sta tem ent issu
ing fro m  the "P ro v is io n a l M ay 
Day C om m ittee ”  m akes th is  
p la in . The tra d it io n  of the M ay 
Day dem onstra tions th roughout 
the years, the tra d it io n  of 
s trugg le  aga inst the bosses and 
th e ir w ars, w il l  there fore  be 
c le a rly  v io la ted.

The S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  
feels th a t under the c irc u m 
stances. the M ay D ay tra d it io n  
can best be upheld by a dem-

ANNOUNCEMENTS
B E E R  P A R T Y  & D A N C E : Sa

tu rday  n ig h t. A p r i l  22 a t 9 
P .M . G reek W orkers Center 
— 167 W. 29th St F R E E  
B E E R ! A dm iss ion : Men 50c 
Ladies F ree Auspices: P ro 
gressive C afe teria  W orkers.

G R A N D -B A L-M U S E T T E  P a ris  
comes to New Y o rk . S a tu r
day, A p r il 22. 916 N in th  Ave. 
(59th S t.), New Y o rk  C ity . 
F rench o rchestra . Auspices: 
F rench  W orkers C om m ittee.

H O U SEW AR M IN G  D AN C E at 
our new headquarters, 51 E . 
7th St. S aturday, A p r il 22. 
Keep th is  date fo r a jo lly  eve
n ing. Auspices: Downtown 
B ranch  S.W.P. and the Leon 
Redoff U n it of the Y .P .S .L ., 
New Y o rk  C ity .

The A B C of Marxism
By H A L  D R A P E R

A sim ple , c lea r and com 
prehensive exp lanation  of 
basic M a rx is t ideas — fo r 
s tudy classes and self-study. 
40 pages, m im eographed 
pam phle t, p rin ted  cover. 
Published by the N ationa l 
E duca tiona l D ept., Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , US U n ive r
s ity  P lace, New Y o rk  C ity . 
S ingle copies: 10c, 15c by 
m a il. 7c in  bundles of 10 or 
m ore.

g a ily  changed by co u rt order 
fom  Adolph R udew itz to Adolph 
A rno ld  Rubens, in w h ich  name 
a passport was obtained on 
A p r il 7, 1936. The w itness te s ti
fied  th a t he had never applied 
fo r a passport and had never 
m et E dw ard  B la tt.

M issing Defendants
A ga in : A lthough there are 

three defendants on tr ia l ,  o ther 
defendants are lis ted, each of 
whom is m issing. They m ay, of 
course, w e ll be the Robinson- 
Rubens couple, who were not 
averse to using m ore than one 
pseudonym. Am ong the m iss
ing defendants at th is  t r ia l  is 
one, G era ld  M a rk  Moren.

The prosecution brought, out 
th a t the nam e G era ld  M a rk  
M oren was obtained by cou rt 
o rder. B la t t  had a ffected the 
change to M oren fro m  M arko 
P h illip o v itch . To prove th a t the 
defendant B la tt was aw are tha t 
he was a rrang ing  fo r a pass
port. under a phoney nam e, the 
prosecution in troduced a G ary, 
Ind iana , g rocer, John Sarko- 
tich . S arko iich  tes tified  th a t he 
knew M arko P h illip o v itch  but 
had las t seen h im  in 1932 in  a 
G ary  hosp ita l where he la te r 
died. S arko tich  iden tified  a p ic 
tu re  of the dead m an and iden
tifie d  h im se lf as the person 
whose name appears on the 
na tu ra liza tio n  papers issued to 
P h illip o v itch .

onstra tion  w hich w ill be c le a rly  
a n ti-ca p ita lis t and a n ti-w a r in 
cha rac te r.

Begins a t 2:30 
“ A un ited fro n t of sm a ll and 

re la tiv e ly  iso lated p o lit ica l p a r
ties and g roups,”  the sta tem ent 
continues, " is  no substitu te  fo r 
such united action as M ay Day 
requ ires genera lly . On the con
tra ry  i t  is a meaningless and 
deceptive ca rica tu re  of the 
un ited fro n t. The S ocia list 
W orkers P a rty  there fore  w ill 
ce lebrate  M ay D ay under its  
own banner. The P a rty  inv ites 
a ll w orkers who w ant to f ig h t 
aga inst w a r and fascism , a ll 
w orkers  repe lled by S ta lin is t 
so c ia l-pa trio tism  and union 
w reck ing  to jo in  in the dem on
stra tion . A ll unem ployed and 
W .P.A. w orkers  who w an t to 
f ig h t aga inst W .P .A . lay-o ffs  
and fo r h igher standards o f re 
lie f, and a ll w orkers who w ant 
to c a rry  on a re lentless s tru g 
gle aga inst the boss are urged 
to jo in  in  the dem onstra tion 
w ith  us on M ay D a y .”

The dem onstra tion  w il l  take 
place a t Colum bus C irc le  and 
w il l  begin a t 2:30. The speakers 
and the p rog ram  fo r  the dem 
onstra tion  w ill be announced in 
com ing issues of the Socia list 
Appeal.

The average C o m m u n is t; 
P a rty  leader is usua lly  ready 
to argue fo r hours a t a tim e  
about the necessity of bu ild ing  
“ o u r”  w a r m achine and stop
p ing the aggressors, o r how 
the T ro tsky is ts  w ith  th e ir revo 
lu tio n a ry  slogans are under
m in ing  tra d it io n a l A m erican  
ins titu tions.

Through the co lum n of Geo. 
S. Schuyler in  the P ittsb u rg  
C ourie r, a Negro newspaper, 
we lea rn  th a t Jam es F o rd , one 
o f the hot-shots in  the C om m u
n is t P a rty  and perenn ia l can
didate  fo r v ice-president of the 
U nited States on the C om m u
n is t P a rty  tic k e t tu rned down 
a chance to debate w ith  C. L. 
R. Jam es, fam ous Negro 
w r ite r  fro m  G rea t B r ita in .

Proposed by W ilk ins
The proposal fo r the debate 

came fro m  ipr. Roy W ilk ins , 
ed ito r of the w ide ly  known 
Negro jo u rn a l, C ris is . M r. 
W ilk ins  thought th a t i t  would 
be o f rea l va lue to the Negro 
race in the U n ited  States to 
hear a debate between two 
p rom inen t Negroes who d is 
agree on w hat is the best p ro 
g ram  fo r the Negroes to ob
ta in  th e ir fu l l  righ ts .

F o rd ’s p rog ram , as is  w e ll 
known, advocates supporting 
the Roosevelt c a p ita lis t gov
e rnm ent in  the com ing w orld  
w ar. Jam es’ p rog ram  as em 
bodied in  the ca re fu lly  w ritte n  
books w h ich  have g iven h im  an 
enviable repu ta tion  throughout 
lib e ra l c irc les , advocates w o rk 
ing  class s o lid a rity , equal 
rig h ts  fo r Negro w orkers, and 
uncom prom is ing  s t r u g g l e  
aga inst ca p ita lism  and its  op
pression no m a tte r w ha t its  
fo rm  m ig h t be.

fo r a ten d o lla r ($10.00) g reet
ing in the M ay Day issue of 
the A P P E A L  lo r the Boston 
loca l.

“ H e re ’s honing fo r a s lam - 
bang M ay Day issu e !” —B ill 
T ra in e r, secre ta ry  o f the Bos
ton B ranch.

*  *  *

LAST C A LL  FOR
M a y  d a y  a p p e a l :

On W ednesday. A p ril 26. the 
special 8-page M ay D ay issue 
of the Socia list Appeal w il l  be 
out.

Branches have u n til S a tu r
day, A p r il 22 in  w hich to place 
th e ir e x tra  bundle-orders, send 
in th e ir  g reetings and co llec
tion lis ts  fo r the M ay Day issue.

M any branches have ye t to

By J. P Y T L A K
John R ust, co-inventor o f the 

only p ra c tica l cotton p ick ing  
m achine, to ld  th is re po rte r th a t 
his inven tion  would g re a tly  ac
ce lerate  technolog ica l unem 
ployment,. The lo t o f the share 
cropper, he m a in ta ined , a l
ready m iserab le  beyond de
scrip tion , w ould grow  s tead ily  
worse.

M r. R ust stated th a t the tra c 
to r had a lready d isplaced h a lf 
a m illio n  to a m illio n  cotton 
tenants. H is own p icke r, w hich 
is about to be in troduced, can 
do the w ork  o f 50 to 100 hand 
p ickers . Large-scale  in troduc
tion  of the new m achine w ill 
d isp lace 75 to 80 percen t of the 
rem a in ing  tenants and sooner 
or la te r a lm ost a ll wage labor 
w il l  become superfluous except 
th a t necessary to operate m a 
chines.

The tenants who re m a in  w ill 
be com pelled, i f  the land is s u it 
able, to buy the m achine lest 
they be unable to compete. M r. 
Rust, who is not m e re ly  an in 
ventor bu t also a m an fu lly  
conscious o f the socia l conse
quences of a p ra c tica l, com 
m e rc ia l inven tion , stated th a t i t  
was the du ty  of the governm ent 
to absorb displaced tenants and 
laborers on nation-w ide hous-

Yezhov, the fo rm e r head of 
the G .P .U ., fe ll in to  d isgrace 
fo r a num ber o f reasons. B u t 
undoubtedly connected w ith  his 
fa ll are the Spanish events. The 
ro u t of the a rm ies o f the Re
pub lican governm ent, w hich 
was b rough t about, w ith  the d i
re c t and m ost active p a rt ic ip a 
tion  o f the G .P .U ., represents a 
ve ry  g rea t danger both fo r the 
G .P .U . and its  m asters in  the 
K re m lin .

Innum erab le  c rim es c o m m it
ted on the Ib e ria n  peninsula by

M r. S chuyler reports  tha t 
C. L . R. James was w illin g  to 
m eet M r. F ord  on a pub lic  
p la tfo rm  where each would 
have equal op p o rtu n ity  to ex
press his v iew s in  dem ocra tic  
fashion'. B u t M r. F o rd , the 
C om m unist P a rty  leader, when 
approached, “ curved like  an 
A u s tra lia n  boom erang.”  M r. 
F o rd  abso lute ly refused to de
bate Jam es, and b lew  o ff 
steam  over the proposal in  a 
long le tte r to C ris is  in  which 
he gave no coherent reason fo r 
re fus ing  the debate, bu t m ere
ly  ca lled Jam es by the m ost 
selective assortm ent o f names 
to be found in  the D a ily  
W orker.

F o rd  has a lw ays been w illin g  
to debate w ith  apologists fo r 
ca p ita lism  and w ith  m ild  l ib 
era ls of every  hue, bu t when 
he had the chance to debate a 
rea l N egro leader who is 100 
per cent fo r  em ancipa tion  of 
his race. M r. F o rd  found i t  ad
v isab le  not to appear on the 
pub lic  p la tfo rm .

Jam es has been to u rin g  the 
U n ited  States, speaking on 
“ The Decline of the B r itis h  
E m p ire ."

Thousands of w orkers. Negro 
and w h ite  have heard his pas
sionate w ords aga inst the un
bearable exp lo ita tion  v is ited  on 
the oppressed o f the w orld . 
They know h im  fo r an honest 
and sincere Negro leader ready 
to c a rry  his message anywhere 
and to debate i t  aga inst any
one w ith  the courage to stand 
up and defend his convictions. 
T ile  action o f M r. F o rd  cannot 
bu t help convince them  th a t 
the C om m unist P a rty  leaders 
are p lay ing  a ro le fa r  less hon
orab le .

es: St. Lou is. M inneapo lis , Los 
Angeles. C a lifo rn ia ; D e tro it, 
C leveland. A kron  and others.

We repeat: A p r il 22 is the 
deadline fo r gree tings since the 
paper m ust be set. up in  ad
vance.

L ikew ise , the above branches 
w ith  the exception o f M innea
polis, have fa ile d  to send in  in 
creased bundle orders. Th is  
week is you r f i l ia l  oppo rtun ity . 
New Y o rk  C ity  is p lann ing  to 
handle severa l thousand ex tra  
M ay D ay Appeals. W hat about 
your branch?

W atch fo r tiie  M ay-D ay A p
peal! T lie  Voice of M ilita n t 
L a b o r!

ing  and cooperative fa rm  p ro j- 
Gets.

W ill T ra in  W orkers
T lie  R ust Foundation, w hich 

is being organized by both R ust 
b ro thers, w il l  have as one of 
its  functions u*e tra in in g  ol the 
d isem ployed to use the new 
m achine, so tha t some o! them  
w il l  fin d  new types of em p loy
m ent a t h igher wages.

Asked w hat he thought of the 
A .A .A . and the various govern
m ent crop reduction  program s, 
M r. R ust rep lied  that, he was 
abso lu te ly  opposed to them . He 
is in  fa vo r o f some type o f do
m estic  a llo tm e n t plan w hereby 
the fa rm e r w il l  rece ive a bonus 
on each bale o f cotton sold fo r  
consum ption in  the U n ited  
States.

“ A lthough a la rge  scale 
housing p rog ram , cooperative 
fa rm  p ro jects  and re tra in in g  
m ay do some im m ed ia te  
good,”  the inven to r concluded, 
“ only the in troduc tion  o f a 
planned economy o f abundance 
based on p roduction  fo r  use 
w il l  solve the prob lem  of tech
no logica l unem ploym ent. U n
der such an economy new in 
ventions cannot cause unem 
p loym en t bu t can only serve to 
ligh ten  the burden o f to il and 
ra ise the s tandard  of liv in g  
g e n e ra lly .”

the in te rn a tio n a l scoundrels in  
S ta lin ’s em ploy m ust now in 
e v ita b ly  come out in to  the 
open. Scores, hundreds, and 
thousands of witnesses, v ic 
tim s , and p a rtic ip a n ts  are now 
departing  and flee ing  fro m  
Spain to a ll pa rts  of the w orld . 
They w il l  c a r ry  w ith  them  
everyw here  th e ir  tes tim ony 
concern ing the c rim es of the 
G .P .U . in  Spain. T ru th  w il l  be
come accessible to broad c i r 
cles of the popu la tion  in a ll 
countries.

I f  the R epublicans had been 
v ic to rious , m any w ould have 
been inc lined  to condone S ta l
in 's  c rim e s : “ Conquerors are 
not b rought to ju d g m e n t.”  B u t 
i t  has now become p e rfe c tly  
c lea r th a t the in fam ous m u r
ders o f revo lu tion is ts  on ly  
served to fa c ilita te  F ra n co ’s 
v ic to ry . The b linders  w il l  fa l l  
fro m  the eyes of m any a b lin d 
ed man.

In  pursuance of his tra d it io n 
al m ethod. S ta lin  has tr ie d , by 
a tim e ly  rem ova l of Yezhov to 
say: “ Yezhov is g u ilty  o f a ll 
th is—not I . ”  B u t a fte r a ll th is , 
who w ill believe th is  cow ard ly  
cunn ing  w h ich  begins to look 
m ore and m ore like  s tup id ity?  
F o r the c rim es  in  Spain, S ta lin  
h im se lf is pe rsona lly  answer- 
able to the w o rld  w o rk ing  class 
—both fo r the perfid ious po licy  
of the C om in tern  and fo r the 
m urderous po licy  of the G .P .U .

A lm o s t in  every  coun try  in  
the w o rld  there are people who 
have passed in one w ay or an
o ther th rough tlie  hands o f the 
G .P .U . A fte r the m assacre of 
Spain, the num ber of such in 
d iv idua ls  has enorm ously in 
creased. When forced to free 
th e ir v ic tim s  fro m  the c lu tch 
ing claw s, the agents o f the 
G .P .U . usua lly  say: “ R em em 
ber we have fa r  reach ing 
hands.”  The fe a r of th is  th re a t 
seals m any a lip . We m ust now 
do a ll in  our power to m ake the 
te r r if ie d  ones speak up. O ur 
com rades in a ll countries m ust 
exp la in  to a ll fo rm e r v ic tim s  
and se m i-v ic tim s  of the G .P .U . 
th a t i t  is th e ir  d ire c t du ty  to 
te ll e ve ry th ing  they know. 
T h e ir re la tives  in  the U.S.S.R. 
w ill no t su ffe r i f  the reve la tions 
assume a mass cha rac te r. The 
organizations o f the F o u rth  In 
te rna tiona l can and m ust g ive 
these reve la tions .such  a mass 
cha rac te r. A t present, th is  is 
an e x tre m e ly  u rgen t task in  
the s trugg le  aga inst the in te r
na tiona l S ta lin is t M a fia .

Columbus Circle Rally 
Is SWP May Day Plan

(Specia l to  the Socialist A ppea l)

C.P.’s Mr. FORD SQUIRMS 
OUT OF DEBATING JAMES

Inventor of Cotton Picker Says 
Planned Economy Only Way Out

Yezhov' s Victims In  
Spain Must Cry Out
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In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens,

" Poor Little Poland"
Carries on for Democracy

A ll eyes have been turned on Poland as the 
newest, and m ost dangerous of the powder 
ba rre ls  fro m  w hich  the com ing European and 
W orld W ar is to get its  f i r s t  spark. The Cham- 
be rla in -D a lad ie r crow d, in  th e ir cam paign of 
e ric irc lem en t aga inst the Fasc is t A xis , have 
replaced the la te repub lic  o f Czechoslovakia 
w ith  Poland in  th e ir propaganda as the sym bol 
o f the "d e m o c ra cy ”  they are fig h tin g  fo r. 
H enceforth , we sha ll p robab ly  hear fro m  them  
and fro m  th e ir A m erican  coun te rparts  in  the 
Roosevelt w ar m achine, inc lud ing  the S ta lin 
ists and socia l dem ocrats, of a ll k inds o f out
rages being com m itted  against "p o o r l it t le  
P o land .”

I t  is there fore  h ig h ly  in te res ting  to read in 
a not so old copy of the B r it is h  M anchester 
G uard ian , w h ich  is p a rt and parce l o f th is  
cam paign, how “ dem ocracy”  a c tu a lly  fares 
in  Poland.

“ The Polish te r ro r  in  the U k ra in e ,”  w rote 
a correspondent of th a t paper, “ is now worse 
than any th ing  th a t is happening anyw here in  
Europe. The U kra ine  has become a land of 
despair and desolation th a t is a ll the m ore 
po ignant because the rig h ts  of the U kra ine  
have been guaranteed by in te rn a tio n a l tre a ty , 
h '-a u s e  the League o f N ations has been a lto 
ge ther deaf to appeals and argum ents and 
because the outside w orld  doesn’t c a re ."  <10- 
18-30).

Conditions in  the Polish U kra in e  have, i f  
anyth ing , become worse since the rise  of the 
H it le r  th rea t. W hat tre a tm e n t the Jew ish m i
n o r ity  receives in  Poland has been a m a tte r 
o f pub lic  scandal fo r  years. Y e t th is  is the 
“ poor l it t le  dem ocracy”  th a t we are going to 
be d rum m ed up to defend in  the com ing con
fla g ra tio n .

Sixty Hours for the Workers—
Jail Terms for IV Internationalists

Hand in  hand w ith  the D a lad ie r decrees ab
roga ting  the fo rty -h o u r week and rep lac ing  i t  
w ith  the s ix ty  hours, w ith  the decrees abo lish
ing  nea rly  every  econom ic gain achieved by 
the F rench  w orke rs  in  recen t years, goes the 
ferocious a ttack  aga inst the F rench  F ou rth  
In te rna tiona lis ts .

We have a lready  reported  here the arrests 
o f our com rades Suzanne C harpy, L o re t and 
Steve. W ord now comes th a t com rade M ore l, 
who succeeded C harpy as ed ito r of R evolu
tion , the organ of the F rench  Y outh Section is 
under in d ic tm e n t on s im ila r  charges. Com
rades B eau fre re , P h ilip p  and Forges, three 
m ilita n ts  o f the R evo lu tiona ry  S oc ia lis t Y outh, 
are likew ise  under in d ic tm e n t fo r “ p rovoking  
the m ili ta ry  to disobedience,”  due to a rtic les  
w h ich  appeared in the ve ry  la test issue of 
R evo lu tion . B eaufrere  has also been ind icted  
fo r d is tr ib u tin g  a le a fle t e n title d : “ Defend the 
F o rty  H ours! Down w ith  the D a lad ie r Gov-

The s to ry  is to ld  of the w eary tra ve le r who 
had walked m any m iles  on a dusty road under 
a ho t sun. La te  in  the a fternoon he saw in  the 
distance a farm house where he knew there 
would be a w e ll o f cool w a te r to quench his 
th irs t. A cco rd ing ly  he quickened his pace and 
a fte r an hour or so th rew  down his knapsack 
in the shade of the trees su rround ing  the lone
ly  house. Then he w ent up to the door and 
knocked p o lite ly . A huge, g ru ff  m an cam e to 
a side w indow  and in a deep rough voice 
grow led, “ W hat do you mean by d is tu rb ing  a 
law -ab id ing  c itizen  a t th is  hour o f the a fte r
noon?”

“ I 'v e  been w a lk ing  a ll d a y ,"  answered the 
tra ve le r, “ and I  am ve ry  th irs ty . Do you m ind 
i f  I  get a d rin k  o f w a te r a t your w e ll? ”

"G o r ig h t ahead,”  said the  m an a t the w in 
dow, " b u t  be ca re fu l not to break the pum p. 
Be p a tie n t.”

There Are Many Suckers
The w eary tra v e le r thanked the m an and 

then w alked back to the pum p w hich was lo 
cated a t the foo t o f a steep h ill behind the 
farm house. He took along a t in  cup. . .

A t f i r s t  he pumped q u ick ly . B u t no w a te r 
came. Then he tr ie d  pum ping  s low ly . B u t s t i l l  
no w a te r came. He was w eary  and th irs ty . 
And although he was ve ry  weak, his burn ing  
th irs t  demanded he m ake one m ore e ffo rt. He 
pumped and pumped. F in a lly , a fte r a ha lf- 
hour of hard  w ork, a th in  s tream  of w a te r 
came out and fil le d  his l it t le  t in  cup.

B u t one sm a ll d rin k  did not sa tis fy  his th irs t 
so he pum ped and pum ped and pum ped u n til, 
ju s t as before, another cup fu l! o f w a te r came 
out. And a fte r w o rk ing  hard  fo r  tw o hours he 
f in a lly  had enough and prepared to continue 
his jou rney . B u t he was curious to know why 
the m an who lived  there d id n ’t  f ix  the pum p 
so th a t i t  w ould w ork  m ore easily.

Once again he knocked on the farm house 
door. Th is  tim e  the m an inside opened the 
door and came out. Now he was sm iling . In  
fa c t he was a lm ost laughing.

“ The pum p? Som ething w rong? Oh no! I t  
w orks fin e ! You see I  a rranged like  th a t on 
purpose. W henever someone knocks a t m y 
door and asks fo r a d rin k  I  a lw ays say ‘Sure 
—go ahead’ because every tim e  one of you 
fe llow s pum p a cu p fu ll fo r yourse lf, you m ust 
f i r s t  pum p five  gallons up the h ill in to m y sup
p ly  tank  on the roo f o f the house. H a ! H a! 
S m a rt tr ic k  eh? W hy should I  w ork  when there 
are suckers like  you fe llow s to do i t  fo r me? 
H a! H a !"

And so the poor tra v e le r , who owned no 
house, no w e ll, and who had no m oney, con
tinued on his long jou rney . B u t he began to 
th in k  about the l it t le  t r ic k  of the pum p and 
the supply tank. The m ore he thought the 
m ore he became ang ry  w ith  h im se lf. “ A suck
er am  I ? ”  he said to .h im self. “ H um . . . M a y 
be I  am  bu t perhaps th ings can be changed 
around fo r the be tte r. There is th a t fa t  slob, 
s itt in g  on his fanny a ll day long in  th a t nice 
cool farm house, d rin k in g  the w ate r pumped 
fro m  the ground by thousands of tra ve le rs  
like  m yse lf. H um . . .”

Warehouses Full—Workers Starve
H ow m any w orkers  in  in d u s try  have ever 

stopped to rea lize th a t each week they p ro 
duce m any m ore pa irs  of shoes, overcoats,

e rn m e n t! Throw  the Cagoulards in  P r is o n !”  
(The Cagoulards are the hooded F rench  F as
c is t o rgan iza tion ).

N a tu ra lly , the S ta lin is ts  and re fo rm is ts  in 
F rance are e n tire ly  unconcerned w ith  th e ir 
fa te . They are s ti l l  busy lick in g  the boots of 
D a lad ie r. O ur F rench  com rades depend upon 
in te rna tiona l s o lid a r ity  in th e ir v a lia n t s tru g 
gle. A ll aid to the F rench  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n 
a lis ts  !

Why the Chamberlain Crowd Sees 
No Barrier in Stalin s Ideology

I t  has long been known to M a rx is ts  th a t 
C ham berla in ’s re luctance to deal W ith the 
S ta lin  governm ent o f the Soviet U nion in  his 
line-up o f d ip lom a tic  a lliances was due e n tire 
ly  to ta c tic a l considerations on the p a rt of 
B r it is h  ca p ita lism . O nly propagandists fo r  the 
C liveden set made a bogey out of S ta lin . Only 
S ta lin is t dupes and paid scriveners have re 
garded C ham berla in  as an opponent in  p r in 
c ip le  of the S ta lin  reg im e.

Now, th a t H it le r ’s re fusa l to be held in  tow  
has forced C ham berla in  to agree to a B ritish - 
Soviet a lliance, the rea l a ttitude  o f the T o ry  
ca p ita lis ts  to S ta lin  comes to ligh t.

The M arquess o f D onegall. one o f th e ir 
spokesmen w rite s  in  Lord  R o the rm ere ’s Sun
day D ispatch :

“ I  was glad to see M r. C ham berla in  state 
th a t we have no ideo log ica l b a rr ie r  to co-op
e ra tion  w ith  Russia. There are s t i l l  a lo t of 
people in th is  coun try  before whom the Com 
m un is t bogy looms large.

They fa iled  to rea lise th a t w ith  the ousting 
of T ro tsky  and the execution of m any of his 
fo llow ers. C om m unism — if  by th a t you mean 
M a rx ism  w ith  its  a im s of w o rld  revo lu tion— 
w ent west years ago.

W hat has been g row ing  up in  Russia fo r 
years is N a tiona l Socia lism  — a bourgeois 
State.

F u rth e rm o re , w ith  R ussia ’s lim itle ss  re 
sources, th a t N a tiona l S ocia lism  is not 
forced in to the position of being aggressive, 
as is G erm any 's .

I t  has, o f course, paid the Fascists to keep 
a live  the C om m unist bogy w ith  w hich to en
tice  gu llib le  m oderates in to th e ir  cam p. And 
i t  is astounding how m any in te lligen t Con
serva tives in  th is  coun try  have on ly  ju s t 
awakened to the fa c t th a t they have been 
fac ing  the w rong enem y.”

No doubt, the good m arquess over-reaches 
h im se lf in  th is  a ll too sanguine estim ate. He is 
s im p ly  w o rk ing  hard  to change pub lic  opinion 
in  line w ith  the change in  tac tics  when he 
speaks of Russia as a bourgeois state. B u t the 
reference to T ro tsky  is su ffic ie n t to ind icate  
where he re a lly  stands. T h a t the w orkers  of 
Soviet Russia and of the w orld  have lit t le  to 
expect fro m  a C liam berla in -S ta lin  a lliance— 
th a t flow s c le a rly  fro m  every  w ord the m a r
quess w rites .

loaves o f bread or lam ps than they can buy 
back w ith  th e ir wages? I f ,  fo r instance a s k i l l 
ed carpen te r can produce s ix  d in ing  room  
tables every  week, can he take  his w eek’s 
wages and buy back s ix  tables b u ilt  by h im 
self d u ring  the week? He cannot. Each week 
in  every in d u s try  there are hundreds of thous
ands of fin ished products w h ich  the w ork ing  
class cannot a ffo rd  because th e ir wages are 
fa r  below the prices established by the bosses 
and th e ir  governm ent. And w h ile  m illio n s  of 
w orkers  and th e ir  fa m ilie s  go w ith o u t the 
p roper c lo th ing , live  in houses w h ich  are not 
considered f i t  fo r ca ttle  o r dogs, eat food 
w h ich  is no t on ly  scarce bu t th in , and live  the 
lives  o f convicts, the warehouses are f il le d  to 
the b r im  w ith  goods ca lled  “ surp lus com 
m o d itie s .”

Depressions are no longer considered the 
resu lt of over-production  bu t o f under-con
sum ption ! In  other words we do not consume 
enough, although there are m illio n s  of pa irs  of 
shoes, overcoats, loaves of bread and radios 
and oranges in the storehouses o f ca p ita lism ! 
W heat and corn and cotton are ploughed under 
in the m ids t o f hunger and co ld ! P igs and 
cows are destroyed, coffee is dumped in  the 
sea, the governm ent pays money to needy 
fa rm e rs  so they w il l  no t p la n t the earth  w ith  
necessary food or co tton ! And a ll the w h ile  
there are m illio n s  and m illio n s  of unem ployed 
men and women and youth who su ffe r fro m  
m a ln u tr it io n  and o ther "w o rk in g -c la ss  d i
seases!”

Capitalism Is Like the Pump
And w hat happens to an unem ployed w o rk 

er who applies fo r re lie f to the same govern
m ent w hich destroyed the food, set the prices 
and m a in ta ins  a N a tiona l G uard and police 
forces to p ro tec t the p riva te  p rope rty  of the 
boss? Is he trea ted  like  the v ic tim  o f an e a rth 
quake or a flood? He is not. He is exam ined, 
cross-exam ined, bu llied  and trea ted  like  a 
c r im in a l. I t  makes lit t le  d iffe rence  to the boss- 
governm ent i f  he has pu t in  fifte e n  years or 
m ore on the job . I t  means noth ing to the re 
lie f agency i f  the w o rke r has invested his eye 
s igh t, his lungs, his nerves, his every ounce of 
energy in  a job  w hich exp ired  m ere ly  because 
the boss’s p ro fits  slowed up. . . He is forced 
to f i l l  ou t hundreds o f fo rm s  and b lanks and 
is subjected to every possible k ind of h u m ili
a ting  and d isgusting  red tape. And when a few 
m easly bucks are spent on h im  he is made to 
feel th a t he is a socia l outcast, a loa fe r—an 
ung ra te fu l bum . . . C am paigns are ca rr ie d  on 
in  the press, over the rad io  and in  Congress to 
d isc re d it the unem ployed w orker.

T h a t is how ca p ita lism  w orks. L ike  the 
farm house pum p. F o r each cup o f w a te r p ro 
duced by the w orke r, the boss’s warehouses 
m ust be f i l le d  to the b rim . And then the w o rk 
er is dism issed — la id  o ff — fire d . And i f  he 
wants to eat he m ust c ra w l back to the boss’s 
governm ent and beg fo r each m outh fu l. But, 
like  the tra ve le r, the w orke r is beginning to 
get wise to the system . He is beg inn ing to o r 
ganize his fe llow  w orke rs  a ll over A m erica  
fo r  the purpose o f tak ing  over the pum p and 
runn ing  i t  on a co-operative basis w ith  a w o rk 
e rs ’ police force to guard aga inst the bosses. 
The name of th is  o rgan iza tion  is the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  — F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. There

is a branch in your c ity .

On the Line. .  . with Bill Morgan

How Britain Rules Its Vast Colonial Empire
By SH ER M AN  S TA N LE Y

The B ritis h  have the repu ta 
tion  of being the w o rld 's  best 
colonizers.

The 500,000,000 colonia l peo
ple scattered th roughout the 
w orld  and who are on the re 
ce iv ing  end o f th is  colonization 
agree. They agree th a t when 
it comes to s tea ling  the la s t b it 
o f gold, th in k in g  up new taxes 
fo r s ta rv in g  peasants, c rea ting  
inhum an conditions fo r fac to ry  
w orkers, there is no one who 
can hold a candle up to the 
B r itis h .

A fte r the W orld W ar, G e r
m any's A frica n  colonies were 
taken over by the B ritis h . The 
A frica n  natives who have lived  
under the im p e ria lis t ru le  of 
both England and G erm any 
have a saying tha t the on ly d if 
ference between the two is th a t 
(he B r itis h  c a n 't do the goose 
s te p !
S tarted Concentration Camps
The B ritis h  o rig ina ted  the 

idea of concentra tion camps 
d u ring  the Boer w a r when they 
penned up thousands of th e ir 
prisoners.

To th is  ve ry  day, thousands 
of m iners  who to il in  the m ines 
of the Union of South A frica  
are locked up each n ig h t in  
" la b o r com pounds”  w h ich  are 
policed by B r itis h  troops.

In  Ind ian  cities like  C alcutta  
and Bom bay, na tive  fa c to ry  
w orkers re tu rn  to homes—afte r 
an average 10-12 hour day— 
tha t possess no w a te r o r to ile t 
fa c ilit ie s : no bathtubs: no cook
ing equipm ent — noth ing but 
m ats on stone floors.

Who gains by th is  constant 
exp lo itation?

C erta in ly  not the masses of 
people who live  in  the colonies! 
They are ground down by such 
perm anent m ise ry  th a t death 
becomes a w ay out fo r them . 
Ind ia  has the w o rld 's  h ighest 
death-ra te  fo r the new ly-born. 
A ll o f the E ng lish  colonies are 
breeding places of the diseases 
th a t accom pany m a ln u tr it io n  
and fam ine , such as bone d is
eases in a ll fo rm s, tubercu losis, 
hook w orm , plagues, etc.

The Technique
When the B r it is h  take posses-

LABOR LEADERS 
DECREE NO MAY 
DAY IN FRANCE

A b r ie f news dispatch fro m  
P aris , A p r il 6, contained the 
in fo rm a tio n  th a t the N ational 
'Executive C om m ittee ' o f the 
General Confederation of Labo r 
<the na tiona l trade union or-' 
gan ization, C .G .T.) has voted 
to "ca n ce l the annual tw en ty- 
four-hour nation-w ide cessation 
of w o rk  on M ay D a y .”  The re 
p o rt added th a t the C.G.T. “ in 
structed  its  a ff ilia te d  federa 
tions th a t M ay D ay ce lebra 
tions do not oblige w orkers  to 
take the day o f f . "

The w a rn ing  is c lea r. I f  
th e ir so-called “ leaders”  can 
manage it ,  the F rench  w ork ing  
class is in  im m in e n t danger of 
being tu rned over to the 
F rench  fa sc is t butchers w ith 
ou t a strugg le .

U nder the S oc ia lis t P re m ie r 
Leon B lu m  and the R ad ica l- 
S ocia lis t P re m ie r E douard 
D a lad ie r, the gains so m a g n i
fice n tly  won by the F rench  
w orkers in  the s tr ikes  o f 1936 
were snatched fro m  them  one 
by one.

D a lad ie r now ru les by decree 
law . The 60-hour week has 
been ins ta lled . Salaries have 
been slashed. O ve r-tim e  pay 
has been cu t. New ta x  burdehs 
have been im posed. And 
F rench  fascism  has been g row 
ing unchecked. The F ro n t 
P opula ire , sponsored by the 
S ta lin is ts  to “ stop fa sc ism ,”  
has instead stopped the w o rk 
ers. T h e ir m ora le  has been 
s tra ined  fu r th e r by the ca ta 
s troph ic  defeat o f the w orkers 
in Spain.

M ay Day Needed
Now, i f  ever, the F rench 

w ork ing  class is in  trem endous 
need o f an oppo rtun ity  to re 
gain its  confidence. Huge mass 
dem onstra tions on M ay Day, 
la b o r’s own day, w ould enable 
them  to feel again the s trength  
of th e ir  own in v in c ib le  m igh t.

B u t th e ir  “ le ade rs " are do
ing a ll in  th e ir power to deny 
them  th is )oppo rtun ity . I t  is not 
necessary, they say, fo r the 
w orkers  to take the d&y off. 
T h a t means no parades, no 
s t ir r in g  ca ll to class so lid a rity . 
T ha t means a show of w eak
ness, when the tim es demand 
above a ll a s tr ik in g  show of 
s trength .

I t  is understandable th a t the 
D a lad ie rs  and the De la 
Rocques should desire the can
ce lla tion  o f M ay D ay dem on
stra tions. I t  is  unspeakably 
despicable th a t the “ leaders”  
of the w orkers own organ iza
tions should p lay  the game of 
the cap ita lis ts  and the fascists.

A t Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP

The Plunderers of a World Domain Who Imposed the Iron Heel of Exploi
tation on 500 M illion Colonial People Have Taught the Fascists the Use 
Of the Concentration Camp and the Fierce Despotism of M ilita ry  M ight

sion of a colony they do a th o r
ough job o f it.

F irs t  th e ir  so ld iers establish 
m ili ta ry  a u th o rity  over the de
fenseless people. Then they 
m ake an agreem ent w ith  a m i
n o rity  section o f the na tive  
population w h ich  they tra n s 
fo rm  into servants o f the B r i t 
ish im p e ria lis ts . F in a lly —a fte r 
they have purged the popula
tion  of a ll those who ob ject and 
have fil le d  a ll the ava ilab le  
ja ils —the B ritis h  begin to ru le .

The p lunderers load B ritis h  
ships w ith  the w ea lth  o f the 
coun try . Gold, jew els, tex tile s  
—they take every th ing . I t  is 
ca lcu la ted  th a t a t least $50,000,- 
000,000 w orth  of m a te ria l was 
rem oved fro m  In d ia  d u ring  the 
19th C entury.

One-Crop System
B ritis h  land lords, p lan ta tion  

owners, real-estate investors 
begin operations on the peas
a n try . W ith  B r it is h  thorough
ness, they oust the peasants 
fro m  th e ir lands and d rive  
them  to w ork  in  the c ities  or 
m ines. They fo rce  the people 
to stop producing food neces
sities ( th a t is, w ith  the excep
tion  of food products th a t are 
needed in  "m o th e r”  E ng land) 
and organize p ro fita b le  one- 
crop system s. Thus, the Ind ian  
province of Bengal has an ove r
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  of peasants 
who grow  noth ing bu t ju te , the

p rice  of w hich is fixed  by the 
B r itis h . Wheat, flo u r, beef, 
bu tte r, wool, hides, rubber, etc. 
are a ll im po rted—at B r itis h  
p rices—fro m  the other colonies.

Where the B r itis h  p e rm it any 
so rt o f in d u s tria l g row th  
they m ake sure i t  rem ains in 
th e ir hands on ly. B r it is h  ca p i
ta lis ts  and bankers own the 
gold m ines of South A fr ic a , the 
coal and iro n  m ines o f Ind ia , 
the ju te  m ills  of C a lcu tta , the 
te x tile  p lants o f Bom bay, the 
sugar re fine ries  o f the West 
Ind ies. The transpo rta tion  and 
pub lic  u til it ie s  system s of a ll 
the colonies are in  th e ir  posses
sion. Between $800,000,000 and 
$1,000,000,000 is the annual p ro f
i t  made by the B r itis h  fro m  
th e ir investm ents in  Ind ia . 
Have you seen in newsreels the 
flash ing  C rown Jewels o f the 
B r itis h  K in g  and Queen? T h a t’s 
the blood and sw eat o f count
less peasants and w orkers, 
m iners  and factory-hands.

F rom  Both Ends
And to these colonies the 

B r it is h  export— at no t too sm a ll 
a p ro f it—an annual average of 
$1,500,000,000 w o rth  of m anu
fac tu red  goods in  the fo rm  of 
tex tiles , m ach inery , etc.

Th is  is the B r it is h  E m p ire — 
the land lo rd  beating down the 
na tive  peasants: the m ill-ow ne r 
s tand ing a t the back o f the na

tive  w o rke r: the m erchan t 
d r iv in g  his shrewd B r it is h  b a r
ga in  and reaping his p ro fits  
th a t are based upon a w o rld 
w ide "p re fe re n tia l”  ta r if f  sys
tem .

O ver and above a ll o f them  
stands the fin a n c ie r, the ban
ker, the super-im peria lis t, o f 
"T h e  C ity .”

Im p e ria l “ C iv iliz a tio n ”
The on ly schools ever o rgan 

ized by the B r it is h  in  th e ir co l
onies have been schools fo r  use 
by the E ng lish  co m m u n ity  o r 
the ch ild ren  of na tives who 
w ork  hand-in-glove fo r the 
B ritish .

In  In d ia , 300,000,000 people 
cannot read or w rite  any la n 
guage.

The B ritis h  never seriously 
a ttem pted  to ra ise the cu ltu ra l 
level of any o f the backw ard 
peoples they have enslaved. 
They have never a ttem pted  to 
roo t ou t p r im it iv e  custom s, 
backw ard  re lig ions and super
stitions.

N or should we expect them  
to do so! Ignorance and ex
p lo ita tion  go hand in  hand. A 
B r it is h  im p e ria lis t once re 
m a rke d : "A  coolie (the com 
mon B r it is h  expression fo r a 
co lon ia l w o rke r) who can read 
is worse than a free  man, be
cause he can free  o th e rs !”  
“ D e m o cra cy " in  the Colonies
A cco rd ing  to the new Consti

tu tion  the B r it is h  are a tte m p t
ing  to in s ta ll in  In d ia , 500,000 
people w ill be e lig ib le  to vote! 
One-half a m illio n  out of 375,- 
000,000!

A ll sorts of p rope rty  q u a lif i
cations, com m unal d iv is ions, 
etc. are  pu t in  the way o f vo t
ing.

And even the m ild e s t na tion 
a lis t pa rtie s  are ou tlaw ed i f  
they show’ any signs of ga in ing  
s treng th . The co lon ia l people 
can no m ore vote fo r  cand i
dates of th e ir  choosing than  
the w orkers  o f G erm any o r 
I ta ly  can.

Where local pa rliam en ts  do 
exis t, as in  In d ia , th e ir  tee th  
are pu lled in  advance by law s 
th a t render them  powerless.

And these p a rliam en ts  are in 
v a r ia b ly  s tu ffed  and packed by 
E ng lishm en or th e ir  agents, 
who exercise au tom atic  con tro l.

There  is no m ore dem ocracy 
in a B r it is h  colony than there  
is in  a N azi concen tra tion  
cam p! M ilita ry -p o lic e  d ic ta to r
ship is the system  th a t ru les. 
I f  th is  were no t so. the co lon ia l 
peoples w ould have cast ou t the 
hated B ritis h  ru le rs  long ago.

CHICAGO HEARST 
PAPERS LOSING 
HEAVILY IN ADS

Thugs, v io lence, fa lse s ta te
m ents and co u rt in junc tions  
have a ll been resorted to by 
W illia m  R. H ears t in  an en
deavor to break the A m e rica n  
Newspaper G u ild  s tr ik e  aga inst 
his two v ic io u s ly  an ti-labo r 
newspapers in Chicago, the 
H era ld  & E xa m in e r, and the 
E ven ing  A m erican .

Campaign o f Electrical Workers fo r  
6-Hour Day Is Model fo r  A ll Unions

By S T A N L E Y  L A U R E N
Today, w ith  m illio n s  of w orkers  in  th is  coun try  w ithou t jobs, 

and w ith  the bosses reducing the w eekly pay checks of m illions  
o f other w orkers  by only g iv ing  "p a r t  t im e ”  w ork  to th e ir em 
ployees. orte union has found and effected w hat i t  ca lls  "a  p ra c 
tica l so lu tion  to the  unem ployed p rob lem —the 30-hour w eek.”  

The unioh. Loca l No. 3 of the In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood of 
E le c tr ic a l W orkers, w ith  app ro x im a te ly  6.000 m em bers in New
Y ork  C ity , has faced the p ro b 
lem  of unem ploym ent among 
its  own m em bers since the fa 
mous W all S treet crash o f 1929.

F o r years the e le c trica l w o rk 
ers were em ployed on the ba
sis o f an 8 hour day—40 hour 
week. D u ring  the past ten 
years i t  was considered no rm a l 
when 25 per cent o f the union 
m em bersh ip  was w o rk ing  and 
“ best”  when 50 per cent were 
em ployed.

Bosses F ire  Men
The bosses offered no solu

tion. They had d iscovered th a t 
w ith  the im proved  technique 
and e ffic iency  of the e le c trica l 
w orkers and w ith  the tre m e n 
dous advances in the m echan
iza tion  of w o rk , the e lec trica l 
w orker accom plished a good 
deal m ore than he used to in  
e igh t hours of w ork . The em 
p loyer got as m uch as he could 
out of the e le c tric ia n , and since 
the techn ica l im provem ents  re 
sulted in  m ore w ork fin ished in 
less hours, few er e le c trica l 
w orkers were h ired . The resu lt 
was trem endous unem ploy
ment.

The e le c trica l w orkers  d is
covered th a t they had to solve 
the p rob lem  o f unem ploym ent 
them selves. The people w-ho 
h ired  them  were no t going to 
g ive up th e ir p ro fits  no m a tte r 
how- k ind  a h e a rt they had.

The f i r s t  scheme th a t the 
e le c trica l w orkers  pu t in to 
p rac tice  requ ired  a good deal 
of sa c rifice  on th e ir p a rt. They 
decided to share em ploym ent 
and in th a t w ay a llev ia te  the 
distress caused by unem ploy
m ent to in d iv id u a l m em bers 
who could fin d  no jobs. Th is 
was decided on N ovem ber 21,
1930 when m em bers o f the 
E le c tr ic a l W orkers U nion voted 
to w ork on ly 4 days a week— 
8 hours a day.

F u rth e r Sacrifices
A year la te r they d iscovered 

th a t there was s t i l l  a tre m e n 
dous am ount of unem ploym ent. 
The union m em bers who were 
w ork ing  decided to m ake fu r 
th e r sacrifices fo r th e ir  unem 
ployed fe llow  w orke rs  and on 
N ovem ber 9, 1931 they voted to 
w ork  only 3 days a week on the 
8-hour day basis.

In  add ition  to sha ring  the 
ava ilab le  w o rk , in  August of
1931 they established an unem 
p loym ent fund to w hich every 
em ployed union m em ber con
tr ib u te d  15 per cent o f h is part- 
tim e  earnings. Up to Ju ly  1, 
1934, m ore than $1,890,000 of 
th is  money was pa id  oh t in  the 
fo rm  o f con tribu tions  to unem 
ployed union m em bers.

When the year 1933 ro lled  
around, the e le c trica l w orkers 
were in  despair. U nem ploy
m ent increased. The bosses 
came to the union w ith  the p ro 
posal th a t they w ould s tim u la te  
em p loym ent i f  the union con
sented to a reduction  in wages. 
The m em bers o f the union, be
lie v in g  that they w ould be able 
to increase em ploym ent, ac
cepted a decrease in  wages 
fro m  $13.20 to $11.20 fo r an 8- 
hour d a y ’s w ork.

The resu lt was m ore unem 
p loym ent. The bosses, as usual,

did no t s tick  to th e ir  w ord. 
They w anted p ro fits .

U nion Gets Wise
The union m em bers go t w is 

er. They d iscovered th a t the 
on ly ones to benefit fro m  a d e 
crease in wages were th e ir  
bosses who were r ic h  enough 
a lready. Loca l No. 3 m em bers 
had sacrificed  beyond endur
ance.

The union m em bers came to 
the conclusion th a t a shorte r 
w ork day was needed—but not 
a sm a lle r pay check. They 
strugg led  tow ards th is  end and 
th e ir f i r s t  resu lt was a con trac t 
signed in N ovem ber 1934 w hich 
provided fo r a 7-hour day a t 
the same $11.20 wage they had 
received fo r w o rk ing  an 8-hour 
day. F u rth e r s trugg les on the 
p a rt o f the E le c tr ic a l W orkers 
Union b rough t the wage ra te  up 
to $11.90 ($1.70 per hour) by 
January  1936.

In  August o f 1936 the union 
was forced to accept a 6-hour 
day a t the same hou rly  ra te  of 
$1.70 as they had adopted in 
January  o f th a t year. Th is  was 
a setback, because i t  reduced 
the d a ily  wage fro m  $11.90 to 
10.20 even though m ore w ork 
resu lted fro m  the reduction  in 
hours.

The e le c trica l w orkers  got 
s ick  and tire d  of pay ing  fo r un
em p loym ent w h ile  the bosses 
got r ich e r. They were tied  o f 
sa la ry  reductions w h ile  th e ir 
bosses were m ak ing  huge p ro f
its . In  January  1938 they pu t a 
stop to the system  o f the w o rk 
ers pay ing  fo r unem ploym ent. 
I t  was about tim e , they decid
ed, th a t the bosses pay, and at 
the same tim e  increase em ploy 
ment.

D u rin g  th a t m onth they held 
out fo r a 6-hour day, a t $12 a 
day.

Get 6-Hour Day
Today m em bers of the E le c 

tr ic a l W orkers U nion w ork  6 
hours a day—5 days a week. 
$60 fo r  30 hours w o rk . O ve r
tim e  above 6 hours a day costs 
the bosses e xa c tly  $3 per hour.

A t the same tim e  the reduc
tion  of hours has to a la rge  ex
tent- Solved the prob lem  of un
em ploym ent. W hile fo r the past 
ten years the union had on ly 
25 to 50 per cent o f its  m em bers 
w o rk ing , today m ore than 75 
per cent of the I.B .E .W . m em 
bers are em ployed. The union 
sees to i t  th a t the speed-up sys
tem  is not used. E le c tric ia n s  
now w ork 30 hours, and use the 
benefit o f im p rovem en t in  m a
ch ine ry  fo r  th e ir  own advan
tage—the shorte r work-w eek.

Idea Spreads
The e n tire  B u ild in g  Trades 

Council in  New Y o rk  has taken 
the idea fro m  the B rotherhood 
of E le c tr ic a l W orkers and is 
seeing to i t  th a t the en tire  
b u ild ing  trades in d u s try  adopt 
the 30-hour week w ithou t re 
duction in pay. O nly a few  
weeks ago the P lum bers  and 
S team fitte rs . Loca l 463, won a 
sm ashing v ic to ry  when they in 
sisted on the 6-hour day.

The In te rn a tio n a l B ro th e r
hood of E le c tr ic a l W orkers 
th in k  they have a good idea. 
They have been spreading the

idea o f the 30-hour week a ll over 
New Y o rk  C ity . T h e ir m em bers 
w ear huge buttons read ing  "30- 
H our Week—P ra c tic a l Solution 
F o r U nem p loym en t.”  U nion 
m em bers paste up s ticke rs  
everyw here w ith  th is  same s lo 
gan. They have even made up 
Neon signs th a t can be d isp la y 
ed. They are de term ined to le t 
a ll unionists know o f the bene
fits  of the 30-hour week.

M ake the Bosses P ay !
H a ry  Van A rsda le , J r . , busi

ness m anager of Loca l No. 3 of 
the I. B . E . W. and v ice -p res i
dent o f the B u ild in g  T rades 
Council, believes th a t the 30- 
hour week can w e ll go beyond 
the confines o f one union.

Van A rsda le  says: “ S im ple 
a rith m e tic  w ill tend to show, i f  
there  are 30,000,000 w orkers 
em ployed 40 hours or longer, 
and 10.000.000 are unem ployed, 
th a t the estab lishm ent of the 
6 hour day—30 hour week w ill 
m ake i t  possible fo r  the unem 
ployed to fin d  w ork.

“ The m em bers of Loca l 
Union No. 3, In te rn a tio n a l B ro 
therhood of E le c tr ic a l W orkers, 
who have the experience ga in 
ed by the opera tion  o f n um er
ous plans, believe th a t the so lu
tion fo r unem ploym ent is the 
6-hour day, 30-hour week, fo r 
a ll w orkers  and look fo rw a rd  to 
its  adoption in  the ve ry  near 
fu tu re .”

Today the task of organized 
labor is to f ig h t fo r  the 30-hour 
week w ithou t reduction  in  pay. 
I t ’s about tim e  the bosses were 
b rought up short. L e t the boss
es be the ones to pay fo r a 
sho rte r w o rkday. The In te rn a 
tio n a l B rotherhood of E le c tr ic 
al W orkers has shown us how 
to reduce unem ploym ent. L a 
bor m ust fo llow  th is  exam ple 
in every in d u s try !

Despite these e ffo rts , the 
s tr ik e  continues and is being 
g iven w ide support fro m  labo r 
th roughout the coun try . A 
num ber o f adve rtise rs  have 
likew ise  stopped using the co l
um ns o f these two papers. In  
M arch , they dropped a to ta l o f 
716,913 lines under th e ir  lineage 
fo r the same m onth la s t yea r, 
accord ing  to the A p r il 15 G u ild  
R eporte r. Some na tiona l ad
ve rtise rs , how ever, have d is re 
garded the s tr ik e  and s t i l l  pa
tron ize the Chicago H e ra ld  & 
E xa m in e r and the Chicago 
E ven ing  A m erican .

The G u ild  R eporte r lis ts  
these adve rtise rs  as fo llow s :

A utom ob iles : B u ick , F o rd , 
C hevrolet, P lym outh .

Chain Stores: A. & P ., N a
tiona l Tea, Sears Roebuck, 
W algreens D rug.

C lo th ing : Bond C lothes, Lane 
B rya n t, R ichm an  Bros.

D rugs : Pepsodent A ntiseptic* 
V icks  Vapo Rub and Cough 
Drops, B rom o Seltzer-Em erson 
D rug Co.

Foods: A un t Je m im a  Pan
cake F lour-Q uaker Oats Co., 
Beechnut Coffee, Snyders C at
sup, M rs . W agner's P ies, C ur
tiss Candy Co.. K e llo g g ’s 
B rand  Co.

Gas and O il: P h illip s  “ 66,”  
S tandard O il Co.

L iq u o rs : N a tiona l D is til le rs , 
W ilson D is t il le rs , Schenley 
P roducts, C a rs ta irs  B ros. D is 
t i l le r y  Co.

Tobacco: Cam els, Chester
fie lds , Old Golds. D u n h ill C iga
re ttes.

M isce llaneous: A m e r i c a n  
F a m ily  Soap, U n ited  A ir lin e s , 
P roc to r & Gable M fg . Co.

These m anu fac tu re rs  are 
there fore  a id ing  H ears t in  his 
f ig h t aga inst the s tr ik e . B oy
co tt them !

Five Little Pirates 
Carry On 
For Grandpa

The th ird  generation of R ock
e fe lle rs  have d e fin ite ly  “ made 
the g rade ”  in  New Y o rk  so
c ie ty .

The la te  John D. R ocke fe lle r. 
Sr., founder of the fa m ily  fo r 
tune, never was able to gain 
m em bersh ip  in  any o f G oth
am 's  r itz ie s t clubs. H is son 
and namesake, present head of 
the R ocke fe lle r c lan and in te r
ests, declined to place h im se lf 
in the position w here he m igh t 
be subjected to the rebu ffs  ad 
m in is te red  to h is fa the r.

B u t the grandsons and great- 
nephews of old John D . have 
fa red  m uch bette r. Nelson 
R ocke fe lle r can po in t to m em 
bership in  the exclus ive  K n ic k 
erbocker, as can John D ., 3rd. 
Laurence R ocke fe lle r belongs 
to the h o ity -to ity  R iv e r C lub; 
J. S te rling  R ocke fe lle r has ac
com plished " th e  im poss ib le ” — 
he ’s a m em ber of the U nion 
Club, as is W illia m  A. R ocke
fe lle r, who also is p r iv ile g e d  to 
sign checks a t the R acquet and 
Tennis c lu b .

Rejoice!
ALL Stockholders,
War Is Near

F o r weeks, accord ing  to h is  
w idowed m other, W a lte r (Bud
dy) M e rr ie ll,  17, of Los A n 
geles. anxiously read every  
scrap of European news. She 
said he was g re a tly  a la rm ed  
when he heard a news com 
m en ta to r in te rp re t a w arn ing  
of P res ident Roosevelt as m ean
ing  th a t the U n ited  States w il l  
be forced to plunge in to  w ar.

Yeste rday m o rn ing  he arose 
i l l  and d isp ir ite d . " I  dream ed 
I  was a t w a r and in  the a rm y ,”  
he to ld  his m other. " I  had a 
gun and the shells were b u rs t
ing  around me and the a ir 
planes were dron ing  over m y  
head. M other, I ’m  s ick about 
it .  I  don ’t  w an t to k i l l  any
one.”

He set o ff fo r h igh  school. 
L a te r he re tu rned , com p la in ing  
he was i l l ,  and w ent to the g a r
age where he had a gym nastic  
bar.

An hour la te r  his m o the r 
found h is body. He had fas
tened one end of his book s trap  
to the bar. looped the o ther end 
around his neck and stepped o ff 
a p ile  o f books.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  and a decent wage fo r every w o rke r.

2. Open the id le fac to ries—operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ con tro l.

3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F ede ra l pub lic  w orks 
and housing p rogram .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty ! S30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a l l  w o rke rs  on 
a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F a m ilie s .

7. A ll  w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An independent Labo r P a rty .

11. W orkers Defense Guards aga inst v ig ila n te  
and F asc is t a ttacks

Roosevelt’s Note
I t  is doubtful whether the head o f any state 

ever made a shrewder move than Roosevelt 
when he sent his letter to H itler and Mussolini 
asking them to give assurance that, for a m in i
mum of ten years, their armed forces w ill not 
attack or invade the territory o f the thirty-one 
nations he mentioned in the letter. It  is imma
terial whether H itler and Mussolini answer the 
note or what they say if  they do answer. Regard
less o f what they do or say the letter w ill have 
served its purpose.

Consider till that the note does for Roosevelt 
and how it advances his general policies and you 
w ill recognize what a superbly clever gesture it 
was to send it.

I t  puts H itle r and Mussolini on the spot. Be
cause, obviously, a refusal to reply or a negative 
reply to such a reasonable request as not to in
vade the territory of other nations is equivalent 
to an admission of having aggressive intentions. 
H itle r and Mussolini may attack the hypocrisy 
o f the note and they o f course will be righ t; they 
may point to the well-known fact that the so- 
called democracies, including the United States, 
have done quite a lot of invading on their own 
hook, and in that they w ill utter a self-evident 
truth. They can pour ridicule on the note, but no 
such tactics w ill help them: They must give the 
required assurance or furnish Roosevelt and 
Chamberlain and Daladier with powerful argu
ments.

An affirmative reply, just as a refusal to give 
the assurance requested by Roosevelt, plays into 
the latter's hands. A promise made by H itle r and 
Mussolini not to invade the territory o f othet 
nations not only brings credit to Roosevelt as a 
great peace-maker; the inevitable breach o f such 
a promise w ill put Roosevelt in a stronger posi
tion to obtain the support o f all the gullible 
“ peace-lovers" in any war-like move he w ill deem 
lit  to make.

Not only docs Roosevelt put H itle r and Mus
solini on the spot. He strengthens his own posi
tion at home. He steps forth as a man sincerely 
devoted to the interests o f peace, confounding 
his isolationist critics who have accused him of 
being a war-monger. Is he not justified in trying 
to bring peace to a troubled world and is not his 
request that H itle r and Mussolini refrain from 
attacking other nations more than reasonable?

W ho but an extreme factionalist can oppose 
such a noble attempt to save the world from a 
disastrous catastrophe? Thus w ill run the re
frain of Roosevelt's supporters, well-meaning 
and otherwise.

Intelligent workers w ill not lie fooled by 
Roosevelt's latest move. In the first place they 
w ill recognize that, even if  Roosevelt's “ plea” 
is meant sincerely, the. coming war cannot be 
stopped nor long postponed by any conferences. 
Neither the British, nor the French, nor the 
American capitalists are w illing to' give up any
thing o f value to the German and Italian capi
talists. The fundamental rivalries between them 
must continue until the workers will throw them 
all overboard and use the resources of the world 
fo r the common benefit o f all the peoples.

But one must indeed be gullible to believe that 
Roosevelt really thinks that his note will do any 
good. It is intended to strengthen his hand in his 
efforts to involve this country in the coming war 
between the fascist imperialist nations and the 
“ democratic”  imperialist nations. He wants to

convince the masses that he is a man o f peace in 
order the more readily to hurl them into war.

The American workers must follow their own 
path to achieve real peace. They must take their 
destinies in their own hands and call upon the 
workers o f all other countries to follow them 
and peace w ill be assured through the union of 
socialist republics.

Diego Rivera
It is with deep regret that we sec Diego 

Rivera withdraw from the revolutionary work
ers’ movement.

We are profoundly grateful to him for the in
valuable aid he gave in securing comrade 
Trotsky asylum in Mexico. We are grateful to 
him too for the many personal sacrifices he made 
to secure comrade Trotsky’s safety against the 
machinations of the G.P.U., and for his per
sonal assistance during the grave difficulties 
which beset our forces while it was being proved 
•to the whole world that the Moscow Trials were 
frameups.

We consider Diego Rivera one o f the world's 
great artists, probably the greatest ever to stand 
in the ranks of the revolutionary movement. We 
think that posterity too w ill regard him and his 
artistic productions in this light.

Our break with Diego Rivera and his resig
nation from the Fourth International came for 
political reasons only —  genuine revolutionists 
who keep their revolutionary ideals ever before 
them can always compose the personal irritations 
that inevitably arise even among the most cool- 
headed. No, the break did not come because 
artistic temperament and vaulting imagination 
could not overlook the small annoyances o f daily 
existence.

The break came because Diego Rivera spon
sored a petty-bourgeois political party in Mex
ico, helped organize it, and accepted the post of 
secretary in it. This is a most grave political 
error in our estimation and irreconcilable with 
the principles o f the Fourth International.

I t  is our belief that Diego Rivera has allowed 
himself to become deeply discouraged by the 
successive major defeats o f the working class 
on a world scale, the defeat in China, the defeat 
in Germany, and now the last tragic defeat in 
Spain. Reaction seems to him to roll on with all 
the might and power o f a colossal juggernaut 
crushing out all democratic rights without which 
art and culture are impossible; and the forces of 
the Fourth International seem to him too weak 
to stop it.

But not even the most fertile and ingenious 
mind can create out of a solely temporary con
juncture o f forces— even though they seem pro
gressive for the moment— new principles of rev
olution and a new way to preserve democratic 
rights. Marxism and the Marxist party of the 
workers still point out the only road to social
ism, to genuine proletarian democracy.

Despite its apparent smallness in numbers and 
the apparent strength of its enemies, the Fourth 
International is the only force in the world that 
can shatter capitalism, the only movement which 
w ill eventually gather to its banner the teeming 
millions o f the earth's toilers, and crush all the 
iron strictures that capitalism in decay binds 
about art and literature and civilized living.

Diego Rivera in a petty-bourgeois party is a 
tragic figure. In this he represents the tragedy of 
all those revolutionists who have grown dishear
tened and start searching for a short cut from 
the difficult road the socialist revolution must 
travel.

We believe that Diego Rivera has made a 
grave political mistake. We hope that he w ill 
recognize it and with revolutionary integrity 
return to the ranks of the Fourth International.

But we cannot suspend a single one o f our 
political principles for any man no matter how 
great lie is in his own right and in his own 
domain.

Draft the Profiteers!
Representative Osmcrs o f New Jersey has 

introduced a bill in 'Congress which would make 
it mandatory when war breaks out to d ra lt first 
o f all. the President o f the United States, the 
Vice-President, the Cabinet, all members of Con
gress who vote for war, the directors o f corpora
tions selling war munitions, and the bankers who 
make war loans.

Representative Osmcrs thinks that i f  his bill 
passes, it w ill keep the United States out of war. 
He believes that i f  those who intend to plunge 
the country into war were compelled to be the 
first to face the bayonets of the “ enemy”  they 
would never declare war.

And the Congressman is right. I le knows his 
cowards. The capitalists do not intend to fight 
any war . . . personally. They intend to leave 
that bloody job with all its risks and its horrors 
for the workers while they sit back comfortably 
at home and rake in the profits.

These same capitalists control Congress. They 
have doomed Osmer’s little bill in advance just 
as they have doomed legions of workers in ad
vance to die for capitalist profits.

Only a workers' revolution in the United 
States can prevent the President, Congress, the 
bankers, and the W all Street moguls from 
marching the workers o f this country into the 
onrushing world carnage.

WHAT THE WALL STREET 
MOGULS GOT IN “WAGES’’

A Condensed Account of W hat the Bloodsuckers Paid 
Themselves for Draining Profits, Which Are Only 
Partly Listed, Out of the Workers' Sweat and Toil

The U nited States T reasu ry  
D epartm ent recen tly  made 
pub lic  a lis t of co rpora tion  sa l
aries over $25,000. We p r in t be
low  both the names of the co r
porations and th e ir cha irm en. 
I t  is to be noted, however, th a t 
these "s a la r ie s ”  do no t include 
add itiona l "e a rn in g s ”  fro m  
other enterprises.

*  •  *

A m erican  Telephone & Te le
graph Co.—W. S. G iffo rd  — 
$209,650. A. T . & T. is notorious 
fo r its  re fusa l to  p e rm it union 
organ iza tion  of the telephone 
operators. M r. G iffo rd , how
ever, is reported  doing very  
w e ll.

A m erican  Tobacco Co.— Geo. 
W. H il l,  $380,976. And M r. H i l l ’s 
L u cky  S trikes are s ti l l  non
union cigare ttes.

Borden Co.— A. W. W ilb u r, 
$95,000. La F o lle tte  C iv il L ib e r
ties C om m ittee revealed th a t 
Borden em ployed the R a ilw ay 
A u d it & Inspection  Company, a 
notorious labor espionage ser
vice.

Chase N a tiona l Bank—W in- 
th rop  W. A ld r ich , $175,000.
M ayor LaG uard ia , la b o r’s 
fr ie n d , cuts re lie f to pay M r. 
A ld r ich  in te res t on c ity  bonds.

C ontinenta l Can Com pany— 
C. C. Conway, $72,860. E m 
ployed P inke rton  labor spies in  
its  p lants.

F ig h t U nion ization
C rucib le  Steel Com pany—F. 

B. H ufnagel, $125,000. Fought 
the S.W.O.C. fo r months before 
a union con trac t was signed.

D iam ond M atch  Com pany— 
W. A. F a irb u rn , $100,000. A t 
various tim es em ployed Corpo
ra tions A u x ilia ry  Service, 
w hich specializes in  supply ing 
finks .

General E le c tr ic  Com pany— 
Owen D. Young, $235,000. Reg
u la r ly  uses the seven anti-union 
propaganda services of the N a
tiona l Association o f M anufac
tu re rs . such as ra d io ’s “ The 
A m erican  F a m ily  R ob inson."

G uaran ty  T ru s t Com pany— 
W. P. Conway, 5107,551. The 
Bank owns some of the la rgest 
slum  properties  in New Y ork  
C ity .

In te rn a tio n a l Business M a 
chines C orporation—Thom as J. 
Watson, $419,396. M r. Watson

W ith  no reasons given the 
U. S. F lee t was suddenly o r
dered to re tu rn  to the P a c ific . 
Roosevelt personally approved 
the o rder. N ot even rank ing  o f
ficers of the navy were given 
an exp lanation  of the order. In  
some c irc les , however, i t  was 
in te rp re ted  as a move to o ffset 
the position of the Rom e-Ber- 
lin -Tokyo axis. W ith  the E u 
ropean powers concentra ting  
on the M ed ite rranean, the move 
was obviously taken to demon
s tra te  U. S. de te rm ination  not 
to a llow  Japan to expand any 
fu rth e r in  the pac ific .

*  *  *

W ar D epartm ent inspections 
show tha t the N a tiona l G uard 
has a tta ined a w a r-tim e  e ff i
c iency. Its  equ ipm ent w ill soon 
be m odern in  every respect. 
$45,000,000 w ill be spent du ring  
the com ing fisca l year to p u r
chase m odern weapons fo r the 
G uard — tanks, an ti - a irc ra ft  
guns, fie ld  a r t il le ry  and sem i
au tom atic  rifle s . I ts  a irc ra ft  
un its  w ill be increased to 21 
squadrons, each com pris ing  14 
planes of the la test design. 
200,000 men are now enrolled. 

* * *
Intense m ili ta ry  and naval 

a c tiv itie s  a rc  proceeding at 
G ib ra lta r. G rea t defense booms 
w h ich  w ere erected du ring  the 
September c ris is  and la te r re 
moved have been put back at 
both entrances to the harbor 
w hich i t  is now forb idden to en
te r. A t the cost of $150,000,000 
a deep tunnel is being dug into 
solid rock fo r a ir  ra id  shelters. 
Scores of caves on “ The R ock”  
are being converted fo r s im ila r 
use. Food supplies a rc  being 
stored. R oyal A ir  Force de
tachm ents a rc  rush ing com ple
tion of a land ing  fie ld . A dd i
tional forces are being sent to 
G ib ra lta r to buttress those a l
ready there. . . . Four French 
w arsh ips anchored at G ib ra lta r. 
T h e ir com m anders debarked 
and v is ited  the B r itis h  naval 
au thorities . No repo rt was 
made on the purpose of the 
v is it.

*  *  *

A fu lly  arm ed com pany of 
regu la rs  has been sent by the 
B r itis h  w ar o ffice  to Tanga, 
Tanganyika , the seaport near 
the K enya fro n tie r. Governor 
S ir R obert B rooke-Popham  an
nounced a scheme fo r supp ly
ing  re in fo rcem ents  to Kenya. 
Lady  B rooke-Popham  ’is in

“ e a rn s " his sa la ry  by th ink ing  
up labor saving  devices. 
Am ong other th ings, M r. W at
son p lasters his offices w ith  the 
legend, “ Keep S m ilin g .”  

In te rn a tio n a l Telephone & 
Te legraph Com pany—Sosthenes 
Behn, $66,240. Owners of the 
Telephone B u ild in g  in B a rce 
lona, w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  gave 
back to M r. Behn du ring  the 
M ay Days o f 1937.

Pays S13 Wage 
R. I I .  M acy &  Co.—Percy 

Straus, $100,320. The average 
sa la ry  of a sales c le rk  at 
M a c y ’s is $13 a week. And 
g ir ls  are fire d  re g u la rly  fo r a t
tem p ting  to organize th e ir co
w orkers.

M anu factu re rs  T ru s t Com
pany— H arvey D. Gibson, $127,- 
151. Another of M ayo r LaG uar- 
d ia ’s friends. M r. Gibson 
doesn't approve o f the slogan, 
“ G ive the Bankers Home Re
l ie f . ”

N a tiona l C ity Bank—James 
H. P e rk ins, $103,199. M r. P e r
kins doesn't approve e ithe r.

Ohrbachs A ff il ia te d  Stores— 
N athan M . O hrbach, $52,000. 
M r. O hrbach has a t various 
tim es em ployed the P inkerton  
labor espionage service in  his 
stores. M r. O hrbach 's slogan, 
by the w ay, is “ A Business In  
M illio n s . A P ro fit  In  Pennies.”  

Radio C orporation of A m e r
ica—D avid  Sarnoff, $83,333. M r. 
Sarno ff used labor espionage 
and finks  in s tr ikes  at his Cam 
den plants.

U nited States Steel Company 
—W. A. Ir v in ,  $141,300. Owners 
o f L it t le  Steel subsid ia ries 
w hich broke the 1937 C.I.O. 
s trikes.

Money fo r Babs 
M e tropo litan  L ife  Insurance 

Com pany— F re d e rick  H . E cker, 
$150,000. A t the present tim e  
M r. E cke r is try in g  like  a ll 
m ad to break union o rgan iza 
tion of Insurance Agents.

P ru den tia l L ife  Insurance 
Com pany— E. D. D u ffie ld , $100,- 
000. M r. D u ffie ld  sees eye to 
eye w ith  M r. E cke r.

F. W. W oolworth — C. W. 
Deyo, 5200,414. M r. Deyo runs 
the shop fo r Countess Babs, 
sells Japanese goods on the 
side and fire s  g ir ls  who w ant 
a union.

charge of 3,000 volunteers in  
the W om en’s N a tiona l Service. 

* * *
E m ergency regula tions fo r 

the a rre s t and detention of 
a liens in concentra tion  cam ps 
w ith o u t t r ia l  w ere decreed by 
the B ritis h  E m p ire ’s Hong-
Kong governm ent.

*  *  *

U. S. w a r supply factories 
are so busy f i l l in g  European 
orders th a t China is find ing  i t  
d if f ic u lt  to purchase supplies.

*  *  *

The House approved on A p r il 
13 add itiona l funds to ta llin g
$45,024,000 fo r drydocks, sup
p ly  depots and o ther "p u b lic  
w o rks ”  p ro jects connected w ith  
na tiona l “ defense.”

* * *
Border troops of the N e the r

lands have been ca lled up fo r 
m ilita ry  du ty because of the 
in te rna tiona l “ w a r danger.”  
A ugur, N. Y . T im es London 
correspondent, re fe rs  to the 
“ e x tra o rd ina ry  m ilita ry  p re 
cautions”  taken by the N ether
lands governm ent. The m o b ili
zation scheme includes the la y 
ing  of m ines under bridges and 
roads.

* * *
In  M a lta , keystone of the 

B r itis h  M ed ite rranean  defense 
system , a ll o ffice rs  and seamen 
were ca lled to re p o rt fo r  du ty 
by an em ergency summ ons. 
O nly 55 m iles fro m  Ita lia n  S ic
i ly , the is land w hich lies 
across the d ire c t route between 
the eastern and w estern sec
tions of the M ed ite rranean , is 
b r is tlin g  w ith  guns. “ H idden 
guns, e le c tr ic a lly  contro lled

A lu m in u m  C orporation of 
A m e rica —A rth u r V ic to r D avis, 
$115,000. Ran a com pany union 
fo r a w h ile , used finks  to in 
tim id a te  w orkers  and gave M r. 
D av is  a chance to earn  his 
d a ily  bread.

• Jones & Lough lin  Steel Co.— 
II .  E . Lew is, $100,000. Another 
of the corpora tions w hich broke 
the L it t le  Steel S trike  in  1937.

General M otors C orporation 
—W illia m  S. Knudsen, $247,210. 
F lin t, M ich igan , where M r. 
Knudsen conducts shop, hasn ’t 
got a free c ity  hosp ita l, hasn ’t 
got one c ity  am bulance, allow s 
unem ployed w orkers  3 cents 
per square m eal.

R em ington-R and — Jam es H. 
Rand, $145,181. M r. Rand made 
extensive use of in d u s tria l m u
n itions explosives and labor es
pionage to ba lk  un ioniza tion  at 
his p lants in  New Y o rk . Con
necticu t, Ohio and Pennsyl
van ia .

Wage Cut fo r W orkers
P ennsylvan ia  R a ilroad  Com 

pany — M . W. C lem ent, $100.- 
450. M r. C lem ent’s p rin c ip a l 
a c t iv ity  a t the present tim e  is 
d irec ted  tow ards ge tting  
around the un ion ’s demand th a t 
he h a lt his plans fo r a 10% 
wage cu t fo r a ll ra ilro a d  w o rk 
ers on his line.

W illia m  R andolph H carst, 
$500,000. J ingo, union sm asher, 
a ll around re ac tiona ry  and 
ithey  say) a good fa m ily  man.

In te rn a tio n a l H a rves te r Com
pany — Sydney G. M c A llis te r, 
$131,569. In  th ick  w ith ’ N a tiona l 
Association of M anu fac tu re rs ; 
has a lm ost com plete monopoly 
on production  o f fa rm  im p le 
ments.

Standard O il Company of 
New Jersey — W. S. F a rish , 
$119,791. M r. F a rish  recen tly  
had M r. Donald R ichberg  a r 
gue his case w ith  P resident 
Cardenas fo r  the re tu rn  of the 
o il fie lds  w h ich  the M exican 
G overnm ent exp rop ria ted . I t ’s 
tough going, M r. F a rish .

Sears, Roebuck C om pany— 
M a jo r R. E . Wood, $100,000. 
The M a jo r, in  a recent Boston 
speech, declared th a t i t  
w ou ldn ’t  be a bad idea i f  every 
A m erican  boy and g ir l spent 
s ix  months in  a labor cam p.

sea-m ines and c le ve rly  con
cealed ‘suicide squads’ of m a 
chine gunners guard the is 
la n d ,”  says the N. Y . T im es.

*  *  *

50.000 men are now employed 
on w arsh ip  construction in  gov
e rnm ent nava l yards and p r i
va te  sh ipbu ild ing  p lan ts ac
cord ing  to figu res  made pub lic  
by the N avy  D epa rtm en t on 
A p r il 16.

*  *  *

An o ffe r w ill soon be made 
by the U . S. G overnm ent to ex
change 2.000,000 or m ore bales 
of cotton and up to 100,000,000 
bushels of w heat fo r la rge  w ar 
supplies o f t in  and rubber. The 
o ffe r w ill be made to B r ita in , 
the N etherlands, B e lg ium  and 
possibly o ther countries.

•  *  *

W ar-risk  insurance under
w rite rs  have w ith d ra w n  a ll quo
ta tions on shipm ents to the 
Reich and to I ta ly ;  also on G e r
m an and Ita lia n  vessels bound 
fo r any port. Rates on other 
shipm ents w ere ra ised from  100 
to 200 percent. W ar, p red icted 
the u n d e rw rite rs , is like ly  to 
re su lt fro m  e ffo rts  by the “ de
m ocrac ies”  to bottle  un the 
B a ltic  and the M ed ite rranean . 
W ith the w a r tension becom ing 
m ore severe d a ily , new rates 
w il l  be issued each day.

*  *  *

A ccord ing to o ff ic ia l Ita lia n  
figu res, there are now 950,000 
troops in active  serv ice  in 
I ta ly .  E th io p ia , L ib ya , the 
Dodecanese Is lands and A lb a 
nia, exclusive o f the Fascism 
m ili t ia  w h ich  can be m obilized 
in  tw en ty -fou r hours. The 
classes o f 1918. 1919 and 1920 
are under a rm s: th a t is to say. 
the young m en o f nineteen, 
tw en ty  and twenty-one years. 
The Ita lia n  flee t, num bering  
about 200 units, is believed to 
be concentrated along the Med 
ite rranean , especia lly  near 
F rance.

N e w  B o o k s
American Medicine Mobilizes— Jam es  R o r t y .  . . . $3.00
Imperialism-—J . A .  I l o b s o n ....................................  2.75
The British Common People— C. D .  11. C o le

and R . P o s t g a t e ...................................................  4.00
W ar In Our Time— S  p e ic r  a n d  R a i d e r ............... 3.00
The German Ideology— M a r x  a n d  E n g e ls .........  2.50

S PE C IA L
Journey to the End o f the N ight— L .  E . C e l i n e . .  59c 
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ON THE WAY TO 
THE TRENCHES

On Janua ry  3rd, in  his annual message to Con
gress, P res ident Roosevelt announced the slogans 
under w h ich  he was asking the A m erican  w orkers 
to ge t ready to g ive th e ir  lives to the S ix ty  F a m 
ilie s . They were th ree : F o r R e lig ion ; F o r the Sanc
t i ty  o f In te rn a tio n a l L a w ; and F o r D em ocracy.

Somehow or other, now th a t the w a r c ris is  looks 
as i f  i t  m ig h t break in to  the open any hour, some
th ing  seems to be going w rong w ith  these slogans. 
O f course, even in  Janua ry  there w ere a few  cynics 
who though t th a t the slogans contained ju s t a 
touch of dem agogy—p a rt ic u la r ly  when they looked 
back on ly a m onth a t the unusual k inds o f democ- 
c ra cy  w h ich  had been represented a t L im a ; bu t 
today the gap between the slogans and re a lity  
seems to be spreading so w ide th a t even a few  
honest m en are beginn ing to wonder.

F o r exam ple, the w a r nea rly  began tw o weeks 
ago over the Ita lia n  occupation o f A lban ia . No one 
w ill deny th a t the I ta lia n  venture  was an ac t of 
p ira cy . Nevertheless, though th is  has appa ren tly  
been overlooked by the d a ily  press, A lban ia  has 
never been known as a m odel o f dem ocracy. I t  was 
ru led  over by a k ing  who, before ga in ing  the 
throne, was a notorious b and it: and he ru led , a fte r 
ta k in g  o ffice , w ith  the same band it and gangster 
m ethods in w h ich  he had been nu rtu red .

O ddly enough, Zog reigned as the d ire c t depen
dent of I ta ly .  And, s t i l l  m ore odd, th is  a rrangem en t 
had been supervised and decided upon by G rea t 
B r ita in .

The re lig ious  issue, also, is  a l it t le  curious in  the 
case of A lban ia . P ro tes tan t E ng land is the m a in  
ob jec to r: C atho lic I ta ly  the conqueror; and the v ic 
tim s  are m ost of them  M oham m edan.

In te rn a tio n a l law  was no doubt v io la ted . B u t in 
te rna tiona l law  was no less ru d e ly  upset, a t V e r
sa illes and a fte r, in  the crea tion  of A lban ia .

Sweet Freedom of Polish Democracy
In  the present c ris is , Poland has been the focus 

of the ch ie f avowed atten tion . G re a t B r ita in , w hich 
managed to d ry  its  tears over the gobbling up of 
M anchuria , E th iop ia , A u s tria , Czechoslovakia, 
M em el, has prom ised to take up the sword o f an 
avenging angel i f  one h a ir  is touched on Poland 's 
tender l it t le  head.

There is m uch, perhaps, th a t m ig h t be said fo r 
Poland. B u t one th ing , I  am  a fra id , th a t cannot be 
included by even the w ildes t im ag ina tion  is th a t 
Poland has ever ta in ted  her governm enta l p rac 
tices w ith  the s ligh tes t touch of the heresy of de
m ocracy. Since the fo rm a tio n  o f m odern Poland— 
by v ir tu e  of clauses in In te rna tiona l law  w ritte n  by 
the guns of the v ic to rious  A llie s—she has never 
swerved fro m  re liance upon the f irm  hand o f m i l i 
ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip . The few  years d u ring  w h ich  op
position pa rties  were p e rm itted  a nom ina l and 
pa the tic  existence have long been ended.

And the to rtu re d  persons of her Jews w il l  p ro 
v ide a com m ent upon P o land 's a ttitude  tow ard  the 
sacred righ ts  of re lig ion .

There are, Indeed, few  nations in  the w orld  th a t 
have a m ore b ru ta l record than P o land 's in the 
consistent repression of dem ocra tic  righ ts .

We Are A ll Democrats Now
As I  re ca ll, I t  was h a rd ly  yesterday th a t C ham 

b e rla in  and the p re la tes of the C hurch o f England 
were te llin g  us th a t Russia was the m ost hideous 
ty ra n n y  in  h is to ry , and, besides, w ith  athe ism  as 
its  state po licy , was the an ti-C h ris t. Now Russia is 
the m ost wooed o f po ten tia l a llies.

A the ism  and ty ra n n y  are words to use when the 
masses sense some hope in a new social system ; 
bu t a rm s and a irp lanes are m ore to the po in t when 
i t  comes near to the tim e  to f ig h t the w a r fo r de
m ocracy. M a tte rs  of ideology, sa id C ham berla in  
the o ther day when answ ering a questioner in  the 
House o f Commons, "d o  not concern us in a ques
tion  of th is  k in d .”

Greece, too, has now been b rough t tow ard  the 
fo ld  o f dem ocracy. C ham berla in  and D a lad ie r, 
w ith  the blessing of Roosevelt, have in fo rm ed the 
w o rld  th a t i f  Greece is threatened the w a r fo r  de
m ocracy w ill begin.

Greece, i f  I  reca ll co rre c tly , no t m any years ago, 
a fte r a long h is to ry  of m ili ta ry  and s e m i-m ilita ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip , was d e fin itiv e ly  trans fo rm ed  in to  a 
to ta lita r ia n  fasc is t state under G enera l Metaxas.

Not to Speak of the Back Yard
Such are among the flie s  th a t are spotting  the 

s logan-o in tm ent, dem ocra tic  brand, w hich our m as
te rs  are spreading over the diseased face o f the 
w a r in to  w h ich  they are ta k in g  us.

I t  would be dow nrigh t unkind to add to these any 
reference to the even m ore e x tra o rd in a ry  dem oc
ra cy  w hich p reva ils  in  In d ia , Indo-China, the 
F rench  Sudan or even P uerto  R ico. When Roose
v e lt is nex t sending com m unica tions to selected 
ru le rs  o f the w orld , and asking about in tentions 
and pledges they are w illin g  to g ive, he m ig h t in 
clude b r ie f notes to C ham berla in , D a lad ie r, and 
h im se lf. He m ig h t enqu ire : W hat are your respec
tive  in ten tions as to In d ia , Indo-China. the Sudan 
and Puerto  R ico? A re  you prepared to pledge th a t 
in  such and such a tim e  you w il l  free them  and 
th e ir hundreds of m illio n s  of inhab itan ts  fro m  the 
f r ig h t fu l and sham efu l yoke under w h ich  you now 
oppress them ?

Yes, i t  Is ha rde r today than In 1914 fo r a gang of 
Im p e ria lis t robbers to be convinc ing  when they 
ta lk  about m ak ing  the w orld  safe fo r dem ocracy— 
o r fo r any th ing  else except th e ir own bloody p ro fit. 
As the opening of the w a r gets close, w h ile  each 
c lique runs m ad ly  in  its  las t desperate scram ble  
fo r a llies , the cam ouflage drops o ff, and the w ar 
shows its e lf fo r w ha t I t  is : a new w orld  strugg le  
fo r the re -p a rtitio n  of the w orld  among the m a jo r 
Im p e ria lis t r iva ls , a s trugg le  to decide who w il l  
have f i r s t  choice in  the exp lo ita tion  and oppres
sion of the g rea t masses o f m ank ind . A ll the fine  
m ora l ideals, fro m  dem ocracy to re lig ion  to na
tiona l independence, are, fo r the im p e ria lis ts , only 
so m uch g r is t to  the m iljs  th a t tu rn  ou t the cyn ica l 
demagogy w hereby they hope once m ore to delude 
the people.

P o litics  and personal bias, instead of sc ien tific  
Jurisprudence, the jus tice  depa rtm en t said recen t
ly , often dom inate the decisions of c r im in a l cou rt 
judges, both federa l and state. Th is  conclusion 
was reached by the depa rtm en t in a survey of 
ju d ic ia l p ractices, made pub lic  by A tto rney-G en
e ra l M u rphy  and covered 270 fede ra l, state, m u n i
c ipa l and county cou rt judges. See how our ne igh
bor l if ts  his nose, to te ll w ha t every s tr ik e r  knows. 

■* * *
E nro llm en ts  In R .O.T.C. classes a t H a rva rd  are 

up 50,j?ercent. w ith  450 students reg istered fo r the 
next te rm , com pared w ith  the 297 p resen tly  en
ro lled . T h is  is as accurate  a barom ete r o f cond i
tions as the New Y o rk  T im es business index, since 
the cons and sycophants of the bosses, in  th e ir  own 
p e cu lia r w ay, are as “ hep”  as we M a rx is ts .


