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NEW MASS MURDER IMPENDING
APEX RULING  
HITS U N IO N S
Huge Judgment Against Philadelphia Hosiery 

Union Gives Bosses Dangerous 
Weapon Against Labor

COURT USES S ITD O W N  RULING

A Federal Court in Philadelphia last week ordered a 
hosiery workers' union to pay $711,932 to the Apex Hosiery 
Company as "damages" sustained during a sit-down strike 
in its plant in 1937.

Under the aggressive direction of U. S. D istrict Court 
Judge W. II. K irkpatrick, an obedient ju ry  on A pril 3 found 
that the company had suffered damages of $237,310 as a 
result o f the strike. In entering the verdict against Branch 
1 of the American Federation of Hosiery Workers (C .I.O .), 
xirkpatrick trebled the damages.

T h a t th is  m onstrous decision 
w ould be q u ick ly  u tilized  by the 
bosses was soon ind ica ted  
w hen tw o days la te r three 
s trike-bound tru ck in g  com pan­
ies file d  a s im ila r  su it fo r $990,- 
000 aga inst the T eam ste rs ’ In ­
te rn a tio n a l and its  locals in 
fo u r C onnecticut c ities .

Fansteel Decision Used
The P h ilade lph ia  decree 

com bines the recent Supreme 
C ourt decision ou tlaw ing  sit- 
down s trikes  w ith  the pun itive  
provis ions o f a m uch o lder, but. 
equa lly  judge made law , the 
Sherm an A n ti-T ru s t A c t — ap­
p lied no t aga inst the trus ts  but. 
aga inst the unions.

Judge K irk p a tr ic k  s tru ck  bis 
b low  w ith  the assurance p ro ­
v ided h im  by the Supreme 
C ourt decision. F e b ru a ry  28, in 
the Fansteel case, ou tlaw ing  
the sit-dow n s tr ike .

The P h ilade lph ia  s tr ike  was 
a co m p a ra tive ly  m ino r one 
d u ring  the g rea t wave of s it- 
down s trikes  in  1937. Insp ired  
by these m ili ta n t s tr ikes , w hich 
made possible the bu ild ing  of 
the U n ited  A utom obile  W ork­

See a rt ic le  “ Courts Inven t 
Means to B reak S trikes 
When E m p loye rs  C annot,”  
page 4.

UNION LEADERS 
HELP KELLY GET 
CLOSE VICTORY

Chicago Mayoralty Poll 
Shows Trend from 

New Deal

ers, the U n ited  R ubber W ork­
ers and o ther unions, the P h il­
ade lph ia  hosie ry w orkers occu­
pied the Apex H osiery C om ­
pany fa c to ry , w h ich  had v i ­
c ious ly  resisted un ionization fo r 
m any years. Begun M ay 7, the 
s tr ik e  ended June 23, 1937, w ith  
a union v ic to ry  inc lud ing , a fte r 
subsequent negotia tions, the 
closed shop.

F ile d  M uch L a te r
O nly some tim e  a fte r the 

wave o f sit-down s trikes  died 
down and were f in a lly  dis-. 
avowed by the C .I.O. o ff ic ia l 
leadersh ip , and the hosiery 
union fa ile d  to consolidate its 
forces in  the Apex fa c to ry , did 
the com pany p luck up courage 
enough to f ile  the  su it aga inst 
the hosiery union.

I t  was likew ise a fte r the sit- 
down s trikes  had been aban 
doned and apologized fo r  by the 
John L . Lew is leadership, th a t 
the courts outlaw ed th a t basic 
weapon of A m erican  labor.

As in  the Fansteel case, the 
union a ttorneys made no a t­
te m p t to defend the hosiery 
sit-dow n. W illia m  Leader, p res­
id e n t o f the local, denied re ­
spons ib ility  fo r the sit-down 

• w h ile  the a tto rneys declared 
th a t the union does not advo­
cate the sit-down nor “ condone 
the v io lence .”  In  both cases, 
the re fo re , the un ions fa ilu re  to 
defend the sit-dow n enabled the 
courts  to assume in advance 
the  ille g a lity  of th a t s tr ike  wea­
pon.

The fa ilu re  of C .I.O. a tto r­
neys to defend the s it downs 
w ith o u t w hich none of the new 
in d u s tr ia l unions could have 
been b u ilt does not. however, 
gloss over the cold-blooded fact 
th a t the o u tla w ry  of s it downs 
is  no t the law  o f the land, was 
never leg is la ted by Congress, 
b u t is s im p ly  another judge 
made la w  in  a long line  o f b ra ­
zen law s invented by judges 
as weapons aga inst the trade 
union m ovem ent.

By A LB E R T GATES
( S p r r in l  to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)

CHICAG O .—In  a record vote 
to ta llin g  1,478,637 ballo ts, 
M ayo r K e lly  was re-elected 
over h is R epublican opponent, 
D w ig h t G reen, by a sm a ll p lu ­
ra lity  of 183.000 votes. A g rea t 
ou tpouring  of independent 
votes and the support o f C ourt­
ney votes gave the R epublican 
candidate an am azing to ta l of 
637,107 ballo ts. So close was 
th is  vote th a t i t  appears c lear 
th a t had a state election been 
held, the R epublicans would 
have sw ept such an election 
and placed a R epublican gov­
ernor in to  o ffice .

The ' enorm ous Republican 
vote is exp la inab le  in  a gen­
era l way as a reaction  to the 
incum bent o ffice  holders. De­
spite the e ffo rts  of Chicago's 
labor organizations and the 
C om m unist P a rty  to dep ic t the 
strugg le  between the tw o can­
didates as a s trugg le  between 
progress and reaction, the New 
Deal and old guard H ooverism , 
i t  is c lea r th a t no such sharp 
d is tinc tion  was accepted by the 
mass of voters. Inso fa r as 
such a d is tinc tion  was ac­
cepted. i t  was lim ite d  to the 
ranks o f organized labor.

New Deal Losing Favor 
There is no doubt th a t Roose­

ve lt's  p o pu la rity  is w aning. A t 
least, th is seems to be the case 
in Ill in o is , and to a considera­
ble exten t in  Chicago. The 
New Deal is hav ing  a hard 
tim e convinc ing  the people 
th a t i t  has a c tu a lly  b rought 
about a perm anent im p ro ve ­
m ent in the condition o f the 
broad masses.

I f  is true , th a t Green re ­
ceived his g rea t vote p r im a r ily  

(Continued on Page 2)

Pre-View of the War Against Fascism

YPSL IN AKRON 
UNDER PROBE; 
FIVE ARE JAILED
Youths Manhandled for 

Distributing 
Leaflets

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
A KR O N . A p r il 5—School o f­

fic ia ls , re a c tio n a ry  forces and 
police in  A kron in tens ified  
th e ir cam paign aga inst the 
Young People’s S o c i a l i s t  
League th is  week by o rde ring  
an investiga tion  of its  a c tiv i­
ties in  the high schools fo llo w ­
ing  the a rre s t of five  youths 
d is tr ib u tin g  Y .P .S .L . leafle ts.

B u rr  M cC loskey, Sol G old­
berg, John Schufle. W illia m  
Russell and Don C arper were 
arrested  F r id a y , M arch  31. 
w h ile  d is tr ib u tin g  lea fle ts  in 
the s tree t in  fro n t of C entra l 
H igh School.

They were held s ix  hours on 
a charge of suspicion, and re ­
leased on bonds of $495 each. 
The charge was la te r changed 
to Trespassing in  connection 
w ith  a law  w h ich  fo rb ids  the 
d is tr ib u tio n  of any lite ra tu re  
on school p roperty .

A t the insistence o f P r in c i­
pal J. Ray Stine, no t ve ry  a f­
fec tiona te ly  known to his s tu ­
dents as “ cu e -b a ll"  because of 
his a rid  pate, the police pros- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Pacific Coast Seamen 
Face Critical Fight

Government, Stalinists, Bosses United in Drive 
To Smash M ilitan t Unions

By THOMAS
The P a c ific  Coast seamen 

are en te ring  the m ost c r it ic a l 
period in  th e ir post-w ar h is ­
to ry . A rrayed  ‘ aga inst them  
are a com bination of forces, 
both in te rn a l and ex te rna l, 
w hich are a im ed a t the de­
s tru c tio n  o f the in te g r ity  and 
fig h tin g  power of the m ost m il- 
ta n t section o f the A m erican  
seamen's m ovem ent.

The m a r it im e  w orkers o f the 
West Coast stab ilized  th e ir o r­
ganizations as a re su lt o f the 
g rea t s tr ike  m ovem ent o f 1934. 
Then, in  a 99-day strugg le  in 
1936-1937, the unions dem on­
s tra ted  th e ir a b ility  to w ith ­
stand the onslaught of the 
shipowners, w inn ing  com plete 
recogn ition  of the union-con­
tro lle d  h ir in g  ha ll — the ve ry  
life-b lood o f any m a r it im e  
union.

G overnm ent: S trikeb reake r
B u t then the governm ent in ­

tervened. T h is  was ta c it rec­
ognition by the shipowners and 
th e ir  governm ent stooges tha t 
the operators cannot by them 
selves “ tam e '' the West Coast 
seamen.

The f ir s t  governm enta l move 
was the a tte m p t to fo is t the 
“ fin k -b o o k " on the seamen. I t

would have made i t  lega lly  
o b liga to ry  upon every "seaman 
to c a rry  a book record ing  bis 
en tire  record o f serv ice , so 
th a t any m aster, a t a glance, 
could te ll w hether he was dea l­
ing  w ith  a “ tro u b le -m a ke r.”  
Seamen had had to c a rry  such 
books du ring  the b itte r years 
ol com pany-union s lavery.'

The f ir s t  obstacle the sea­
men ran in to  in fig h tin g  
aga inst the fink-book was the 
treachery  of the S ta lin is ts . F o r 
in  1936 the S ta lin is ts  had 
launched t h e i r  “ Popu lar 
F ro n t"  po licy. As applied to 
(he m a r it im e  s itua tion , tha t 
po licy  led the S ta lin is ts  to de­
c la re : “ You can ’t f ig h t aga inst 
the go ve rn m en t."  “ Accept the 
fin k  book and then w e ’ll a ll 
burn them  on the s ta irs  o f the 
C apito l on M ay 1 ."

Seamen In s is t on F ig h t
The log ic of th is b r i ll ia n t 

proposal was lost upon the 
West Coast seamen, who were 
unable to figu re  out how the 
S ta lin is ts  were to ga ther the 
seamen from  the seven seas 
and assemble them  at. W ash­
ington on M ay 1 to burn  the 
fin k  books. The West Coast 
seam en's unions decided th a t 
it w ould be much easier to re- 

iC onlinucd on Page 3)

ATTACK O N  ALBANIA  
BRINGS W AR CLOSER
HUDSON TO RUN 
FOR MAYOR IN 
MPLS. ELECTION
Well-known M ilitan t to 
Campaign on S.W.P. 

Platform

Ghastly Game of Bluff and Counter-Bluff 
Leading Swiftly to New World 

Slaughter and Catastrophe

Is

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , A p r il 1.— 

The M inneapolis b ranch o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  w ill 
run its  own candidate fo r 
m ayor, Carlos Hudson, in  the 
m u n ic ip a l e lections th is  sum ­
m er.

A fte r f i l in g  w ith  the c ity  c le rk  
yesterday. Comrade Hudson is ­
sued the fo llow ing  statem ent 
to the press:

W hat was announced as “ the 
c ity  convention o f the Henne­
pin County F a rm e r-L a b o r As­
so c ia tio n " d rew  only 150 dele­
gates las t Sunday. The Com ­
m un is t P a rty  fac tion  a t the 
head of the Hennepin County 
Association, find ing  its e lf w ith ­
out an a rm y , is now forced to 
m ake a gesture in  the d ire c ­
tion  of the trade unions: they 
propose a “ jo in t F a rm e r-L a b o r 
and trade union conven tion " fo r 
A p r il 8. A gesture is a ll th is  
w il l  be. The Seestrom -Boer- 
bàch-F rank c lique w il l  take 
good care to insure its  contro l 
of the A p ril 8 convention.

These people have shown 
they can a lw ays pack conven­
tions to d is to rt the w il l  o f the 
m a jo r ity . The an ti-dem ocra tic  
nature of the convention a r ­
rangem ents, w hereby a w ard 
club of tw en ty  m em bers would 
have five  delegates and a trade , 
union of five  thousand m em ­
bers, three delegates, guaran­
tees the A p ril 8 caucus w il l  be 
another repe tition  of a ll recent 
“ F a rm e r-L a b o r conven tions" 
loca lly .

D on 't Represent Labor
Candidates th a t a rc the 

choice of th a t convention w ill 
not represent the organized 
w orkers  of M inneapolis—ra th ­
er w ill they represent the w a r­
m ongering, re lie f-s lash ing  New 
Deal. Such candidates w il l  ce r­
ta in ly  not be responsive to the 
needs and demands o f the 
trade unions or of the unem ­
ployed.

The bu reaucra tic  p ractices 
and anti-w ork ing-c lass polic ies 
of the C om m unist P a rty  have 
repelled the bu lk of the M inne­
apolis trade  unions fro m  the 
F a rm e r-L a b o r Associa tion. The 
rem a in ing  factions o f the As­
sociation — represented by 
Dewey Johnson, the C om m u­
n is t P a rty , and H ja lm a r P e te r­
sen—are rac ing  one another to 
k i l l  o ff the F a rm e r-L a b o r 
movement, by c a rry in g  i t  in to 
the cam p o f Roosevelt, away

(Continued on Page 2)

UNITED STATES READY TO  PLUNGE

BULLETIN
Ita lian  troops invaded Albania early Friday morning. 

Wa T hips shelled all the m ajor ports of the tiny Adriatic 
country. A fleet of 400 planes and an arm y of about 50,000 
participated in the attack, which was fiercely resisted by 
the Albanians. Yugoslavia and Greece, in the direct path 
of the new onslaught waited to sec what steps France and 
Britain Mould take. Mussolini's move n'as obviously the 
first of a series designed to secure an Ita lian  hold on m ajor 
strategic points in the Mediterranean.

1. B r it is h  d ip lom acy moved 
in to  a belated tu rn  o f po licy— 
8. po licy  o f hastening the show­
down instead o f postponing it, 
on the theory th a t the Ita lo - 
G erm an th re a t to the B r itis h  
E m p ire  has to be m et soon i f  
i t  is not to become too pow er­
fu l to overcom e. An Anglo- 
Polish m u tua l assistance pac t 
was signed but i t  rem ained to 
be seen w hether the Poles 
would be able to w iths tand  
G erm an pressure su ff ic ie n tly  
to m ake the pact e ffec tive .

Move On A lbania
2. O perating through its  

Rome te rm inus , fo r  a change, 
the R om e-B erlin  axis prepared 
to counter the B r it is h  d ip lo ­
m a tic  o ffensive by new moves 
into the B a lkans in the u lt i­
mate d irec tion  o f the c ru c ia lly  
s tra te g ic  D ardanelles. Th is  
was the m eaning of I ta ly 's  sud­
den onslaught on A lban ia . 
M eanw hile  in  the g la re  of de­
libe ra te  p u b lic ity , the G erm an 
and Ita lia n  a rm y  chiefs m et to 
plan “ concerted a c tio n " — a 
dem onstra tion  designed to in ­
tim id a te  the sm a lle r states of 
cen tra l and Eastern  Europe 
and to keep them  fro m  en te r­
ing  the British-sponsored bloc.

3. Ita lia n  troops continued 
a t the same tim e  tp move in to  
Spain, g iv in g  rise to a. fresh 
crop of reports  of p reparations 
fo r an a ttack  on B ritish-ow ned 
G ib ra lta r . F ranco , ru th less ly  
crush ing  the v ic tim s  le ft under 
his heel by the cow a rd ly  and 
tra ito rous  leaders o f S ta lin 's

Action, Not Lobbying, Needed To Fight W.P.A- Cuts
For many weeks wc have stated that mass W .P.A. 

cuts were scheduled to begin A pril 1, and that only nation­
wide, militant mass demonstrations o f the unemployed 
would stop them.

During this same period, the Workers Alliance, the. 
Stalinists, and Labor's Non-Partisan League said that 
'.lie cuts could be stopped by: (1 ) relying on Roosevelt 
and the New Deal forces in Congress; (2 ) sending post­
cards to Washington; (3 ) lobbying in the Congressional 
committees.

Last Saturday there were, some splendid local demon­
strations. but they were on too small a scale and in too 
few localities.

On the whole, the unemployed followed the advice 
if the Workers Wliance and Labor's ’ Non-Partisan 
League.

We now witness the lirsl part o f the result: the mass 
cuts have started; more than 200,000 workers have re­
ceived their pink slips. This is just a beginning.

Before deciding how much money to appropriate, 
Congress waited until a fte r  A pril 1. When they saw that

there were only a few mass demonstrations, these scoun­
drels felt free to go ahead.

Roosevelt retired to Georgia. In the Senate, Barkley, 
leader o f the New Deal lorccs, reached full agreement 
with the Republicans and "dissenting" Democrats oil the 
$ 100,000,000 figure which means at least six or seven 
hundred thousand more cut from the rolls between now 
and June 30.

This lu ll) proves our contention that New Deal and 
Old Deal are'one and the same in the drive against the 
unemployed, that they have only minor disagreements as 
lo the method lo follow.

I f  nation-wide demonstrations had taken place wc 
■an he certain that a much higher amount would have 
been voted lor W P.A.

The job is harder now. It is inure difficult to get. 
back oil the rolls, once the pink slips bare been sent, than 
lo stay on them.

The job is harder, but the answer is the same.
The cuts w ill continue and w ill increase i f  the unem­

ployed keep relying on postcards, lobbying, and the good

will of the New Deal.
The cuts w ill stop, everyone w ill he put hack on the 

rolls, and W .P.A. w ill he extended if, and only if, the 
unemployed from now on and immediately adopt the only 
method \yhich makes any impression on these, gentlemen 
in Washington: t l ic fu jh t im j method o f m il i tan t moss 
action, direct action on the projects, in the streets and aI 
every headquarters.

The time for polite requests has ended, flic  demands 
of the unemployed have got to thunder into lhe ears of 
the Congressmen with a volume that w ill crash through 
any diplomatic deafness.

I f  the unemployed and their families are not going 
to starve, this is what they have to do.

F IG H T IN G  MASS D E M O N S TR A TIO N S  IN 
EVERY L O C A L IT Y !

W .P.A. JOBS FOR EVERY U N E M P LO Y E D  
W O R KER  A T  T R A D E  U N IO N  W AGES!

T H IR T Y -T H IR T Y : $30 minimum wage, 30-hour 
maximum week.

A L L  W A R  FU N D S  TO T H E  U N E M P LO Y E D !

flic  world's continuous war crisis drew perilously close 
this week to the showdown stage.

The great contending camps o f imperialist bandits and 
gangsters— preparing to fight for markets, raw materials, 
colonial slave labor and super-profits— were desperately 
maneuvering to line up the maximum possible strength for 
the coming war.

Rehind the ghastly game of bluff and counter-bluff, 
behind the black stare ol news headlines and the shrill scream 
of radios in all the longues o f Babel, millions o f people waited 
in fearful helplessness for disaster.

Across the world checkerboard the following were the 
ch ie f developm ents:

People's F ro n t, was understood 
to be p re p a rin g  to take . his 
place in the Ita lo -G e rm an  lin e ­
up— a developm ent which A n ­
g lo -F rench d ip lom acy was do­
ing its  best to ave rt.

Moscow' Still Straddles
4. The Soviet U nion co n tin ­

ued to s tradd le  its  precarious 
perch on the d ip lo m a tic  fence. 
The S ta lin  governm ent took 
unusual pains to deny th a t i t  
had prom ised to a id  Poland 
and a t the same tim e  signed 
an agreem ent on the S iberian  
fisheries , te m p o ra rily  a lla y in g  
the chron ic  Soviet-Japanese 
w a r tension in the F a r East. 
W hether the buyer be H it le r  o f 
the Ang lo-F rench entente, S ta l­
in  was keeping his p rice  w e ll 
up and m eanw hile  bu rn ing  no 
bridges.

5. In  the F a r E asU -the  
theater of w a r w hich w ill be 
of m a jo r concern to Yankee 
im p e ria lis m — Japan took an­
o ther d a ring  s tr ide  fo rw a rd  in  
its  plans fo r im p e ria l conquest 
by occupying  the F rench- 
c la im ed S p ra tly  Is lands In the 
South China Sea—pro v id in g  a ir  
bases, s tra te g ica lly  located 
a th w a rt the m a r it im e  route 
from  S ingapore to Hong Kong 
and w ith in  easy s tr ik in g  d is ­
tance—600 m iles—o f U . S.- 
owned M an ila .

Washington Rehearsal
6. in  W ashington the 22nd 

a n n ive rsa ry  of th is  coun try 's  
en try  in to  the las t holocaust 
“ to save dem ocracy”  was 
greeted w ith  a fu ll dress b a lly ­
hoo fo r a w a r po licy  in  the 
sessions of the F o re ign  R e la ­
tions C om m ittee o f the Senate 
where H enry L . S tim son, B e r­
nard B a ruch  and o ther re p re ­
sentatives o f W all S treet were 
paraded out to help put over 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n 's  
plans fo r gearing  the en tire  na ­
tion fo r w ar.

P res ident Roosevelt p u b lic ly  
thanked the representa tives of 
B ig  Business, m eeting together 
w ith  ra n k in g  a rm y and navy  
chiefs in  New Y o rk  C ity , fo r 
th e ir  aid in p repa ring  to m ob i­
lize in d u s try  fo r w a r. Assis­
ta n t S ecre tary o f W ar Johnson 
announced th a t the govern ­
ment. had a lready  stocked s ix  
m onths' supplies fo r an a rm y  
of 400,000 and had paved the 
w ay to keep an even la rg e r 
force stocked w ith  w a r sinew's.' 
“ A rm y  D a y ”  was ce lebrated 
am id  open p repara tions fo r  a 
new “ A p r il 6” —a new plunge 
in to  catastrophe.



S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L TUESDAY, APPTL 11. W

An idea of the prob lem s be­
fo re  the progressive ra ilro a d  
w orkers  in  th is  coun try  and 
some of the proposals ad­
vanced to solve them  is con­
ta ined in  a l it t le  p rin ted  
pam ph le t w hich was put out 
by the M inneapolis R a ilroad  
council in  1935. A lthough th is 
is nea rly  fou r years old, the 
proposals have the freshness of 
new ideas and f i t  the b ill in 
m any respects.

"W hy  are the w orkers in the 
ra ilro a d  in d u s try  kept d ivided 
into 21 separate labor organ iza­
tio n s ,"  the pam phle t asks?

‘ ‘How m uch does i t  cost the 
ra ilro a d  men per year to m ain 
ta in  21 organ iza tions; 21 sets of 
o ff ic ia ls ; 21 jo u rn a ls ; 21 con­
ventions: 21 headquarters, and 
21 sets of local lodge h a lls ? " 
the pam ph le t continues. O b v i­
ously th is  te rr ib le  and costly 
dup lica tion  s t i l l  exists and 
needs to be rem edied.

"W hy  does our present B ro ­
therhood leadersh ip  have to 
censor our magazines and the 
Labo r paper? And why do we 
have to m a in ta in  laws in  our 
B rotherhood constitu tions fo r 
b idd ing  m em bers to publish 
and c ircu la te  th e ir  own opin 
ions?" We w ant to rem ind  our 
readers tha t the ra ilro a d  union 
leadership w hich s t i l l  m a in  
ta ins th is k ind of a s trang le ­
hold over its  m em bers profes­
ses to believe in  "d e m o c ra cy .”  
In  fac t, i t  is pe rfec tly  w illin g  to 
a llow  its  m em bers to die fo r 
"d e m o c ra c y "  in another w ar.
Ask 6-Hour Day

Am ong the general demands 
raised by the progressives who 
published th is  pam phle t w ere:

<a> F o r a s ix hour day w ith  
out reduction in  pay. I t  is in ­
te resting  to note how th is  de­
mand foreshadows p a rt of out 
tra n s itio n a l p rogram .

< b ) F o r two men on every 
locom otive fo r convenience and 
safety.

<c) Aga inst the consolidation 
of te rm ina ls  unless it benefits 
the w orkers.

(d) F o r an adequate re tire  
m ent system . We can add that 
w ith  the perm anent techno­
log ica l and secu lar unem ploy­
m ent p rob lem  mentioned in a 
previous co lum n th is  demand 
takes on special s ign ificance.

ie ) A jo in t na tiona l agree 
m en t between a ll leg itim a te  
ra ilro a d  unions and a ll ra ilroad  
com panies. O f course, progress 
along th is line has been noted 
bu t in a d ve rte n tly  through the 
com prom ise proposals, fo r ex­
am ple, adopted las t fa ll w ith  
P resident Roosevelt's in te rve n ­
tion .

(f) T h a t a ll union demand? 
be made jo in t ly  and backed by 
a ll the c ra fts .

Oppose Lobbying
<g> T ha t a ll demands be 

taken to the ra ilro a d  com pan­
ies d ire c t and not taken to leg­
is la tive  bodies or the In te rs ta te  
Com m erce C om m ission. I t  
h a rd ly  needs belaboring tha t 
the whole tendency o f the un­
ion o ffic ia ldom  has been the 
opposite w ith  the tra g ic  e ffect 
of ty in g  the ra ilro a d  w orkers to 
the governm ent machine.

ih i T ha t our present useless 
and e x p e n s i v e  leg is la tive  
boards and lobbies be abo lish ­
ed and tha t our Brotherhood 
leadership be requested to jo in  
w ith  the rest of the labor m ove­
m ent fo r the bu ild ing  of a 
w orkers p o lit ica l pa rty .

In  exp lanation , i t  is pointed 
out th a t too m any m illions  of 
the dues-payers’ money has 
been dumped in to  th is  useless 
lobbying process, m ost of 
w hich has landed in the pock 
ets of the lobbyist, com m only 
known as " le g is la t iv e  re p re ­
sentatives. '

The lobby s im p ly  cannot take 
the place of a good labor union, 
and i f  is tim e  fo r us to q u it the 
lobby and bu ild  the union bv 
the united e ffo rt of the 21 
c ra fts  to am algam ate  and or 
ganizs the ra .lroad  w orkers, 
the pam phle t points out.

To w hich we can on ly add a 
hearty  amen.

Hudson W ill Run
In Mpls. Election

Program Adopted at 
World Congress Is 
Published by S.W.P.

Well-Known M ilitan t W ill Stand for Mayor on 
Ticket of the S.W.P.

(Continued fro m  Rage 1) 
from  the cam p of independent 

j w orking-class p o lit ic a l action.
I Under these c ircum stances, 
| the Socia list W orkers P a rty  is 
1 f il in g  its  candidate fo r m ayor. 

It ca lls on a ll w orkers  10 vote 
fo r its  candidate, Carlos 
Hudson.

W ith  the collapse of the 
F a rm e r-L a b o r Association in 
M inneapolis and M innesota, 
the w orkers and fa rm e rs  are 
:efi o rgan iza tiona lly  where 
„hey were tw en ty  years ago, 
when they f ir s t  concluded tha t 
cap ita lis t p o lit ica l pa r.ies  o f­
fered them  no fu tu re . .

M inneapolis w orkers and 
riends of labor can ind ica te  
he ir desire to m ake a clean 
>reak w ith  boss po litics , and 
.heir in ten tion  to aid in  the 
m ild in g  of an independent, 
la tion-w ide labor p a rty , by 
/o tin g  fo r Carlos Hudson.

A Labor P rogram
A ll o ther m a yo ra lty  cand i­

dates stand fo r the continua- 
ion of the c rue l p ro f it system  
hat is condem ning m illions  to 

s ta rva tion , th a t is breeding 
fascism , and th a t even now is 
orc ing  another h o rr ib le  im  
je r ia l is t w ar upon the masses 
j f  the U n ited  States.

The Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
idvoca tes:

1. Opposition to any w a r con­
ducted by a bosses’ govern­
ment. O pposition to the new 
fake "w a r  fo r dem ocracy" be- 
ng prepared by Roosevelt 
Landon. Such a w a r would 
irs t o f a ll fasten a fasc is t dic- 
;a torship on the masses in the 
U nited States. A ll w a r funds 
;o the unemployed. Not. a 
penny nor a m an to the bosses’ 
war. A popular re fe rendum  on 
m y and a ll wars. Support only 
„o the w orld  w ide w a r of the 
workers to free hum an ity  from  
i dy ing  p ro f it system .

2. The m aintenance and in 
erease o f d ire c t re lie f in M in ­
neapolis. E lim in a te  red tape 
and delays in re lie f and unem ­
ployment com pensation pay­
ments.

3. No cuts cn W .P.A. A job 
fo r every w o rke r a t a m in i­
mum of $30 weekly fo r th ir ty  
hours of w o rk , or at trade 
trade union wages when these 
are h igher.

P ub lic  W orks
4. A tw e n ty -b illio n  do lla r 

federal pub lic  w orks and hous­
ing p rog ram . A state housing 
act. A m un ic ipa l housing au- 
h o rity  contro lled  by the union 

movem ent.
5. M un ic ipa l support to the 

setting up of consum ers’ co­
operatives. Cut out the excess 
p ro fits  of the m idd lem en. G ive 
the fa rm e rs  a decent p rice  fo r 
w hat they produce.

6. Free school books fo r 
grade, h igh school and u n iv e r­
s ity  students. F ree s tree t car 
and bus transpo rta tion  lo r  s tu ­
dents. No wage cuts fo r school 
employees. F ree hot lunches 
‘o r undernourished ch ild ren . 
M ore funds fo r education. Real 
academ ic freedom  fo r teachers 
and students. No tu itio n  fo r 
un ive rs ity  students.

7. No use of police against 
s tr ike rs . Extend the m ovem ent 
to bu ild  union defense guards 
against fascists and v ig ilan tes.

8. Cheaper pub lic  u t i l ity  
rates w ith  no decrease in 
wages fo r w orkers engaged in 
such industries. F o r tw o-m an

SAUNDERS FOUND 
GUILTY BY JUDGE

astree t cars. F o r 
s tree t ca r fa re .

Open the Facto ries !
9. F o r a new c ity  hospita l. 

E xtend free m ed ica l, dental 
and op tica l care to a ll needy 
persons.

10. Open the c ity ’s id le  fac­
tories and operate them  under 
trade union contro l.

11. Low er local taxes on 
homes. M ake the state and 
federal governm ents bear the

I lu ll expense of re lie f.
; 12. F o r a liv in g  pension fo r
I the aged. No liens on homes 
of those who receive old-age 
assistance.

13. G ive a ll unemployed 
youth W .P .A. jobs at union 
wages. C onvert N .Y .A . into 
Y outh W .P.A. p ro jects.

W ill Wage Real Cam paign
The M inneapolis branch has 

set up a cam paign com m ittee  
which is la y ing  plans fo r an 
energetic cam paign on behalf 
of the 
m ayor.
is being planned, as w ell as a 
series of rad io  addresses.

The p rog ram  and resolutions 
of the Founding Conference o? 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l, which 
met las t sum m er in S w itze r­
land. are now ava ilab le  in the ir 

i lu ll text in  a volum e which 
I has ju s t been published by the 

five -cen t | Socia lis t W orkers P a rty .
Included in th is  127-page, 

w e ll-p rin ted  lit t le  volum e is an 
in troduction  w ritte n  by M ax 
Shachtm an w h ich  traces the 
developm ent of the m ovem ent 
fo r the F ou rth  In te rna tiona l 
from  the tim e when the slogan 
fo r its crea tion  was f ir s t  raised 
b> the In te rn a tio n a l C om m u­
n is t League in 1933, to the tim e  | 
i t  was a c tu a lly  organized a t a 
conference attended by dele­
gates c f parties  in  every sec- 
lion of the globe.

No w orke r can understand 
the problem s of socia list ac tiv  
ity  under the conditions of cap 
ita lis m  in its death agony w ith ­
out acqua in ting  h im se lf w ith  
these decisions. F o r every 
m em ber and sym pa th ize r of 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l i t  is 
an indispensable guide-book in 
the w inn ing  of the masses to 
re-volutionary socia lism .

Copies sell a t 25c each, and 
m ay be ordered through the 

p a r ty ’s candidate fo r I Na ional O ffice , 11G U n ive rs ity  
A M innesota A P P E A L  Place. New Y o rk  C ity . In  bun-

CP Perils Union of 
Insurance Agents
Executive Board Suspended Because Majority 

Opposes Wrecking Crew Policies

dies of five  or m ore, copies 
m ay be bought fo r 18c each.

(S p r r ir i l  U> III»* Siu l.'ilist A |»)>«*:i) )
NEW  YO R K. A p r il 6— Un- 

able t.o m a in ta in  com plete con­
tro l of Local 30. the insurance 
agents local here, Lew is  M er 
r i l l .  S ta lin is t nead of the United 
O ffice and Professional W ork­
ers Union, suspended a ll seven­
teen m em bers of the L o c a l’s 
E xecu tive  Board last M onday.

The E xecu tive  Board had a 
m a jo r ity  elected on the basis 
ot the ir fig h t fo r m aintenance 
and extension of dem ocra tic  
procedure in the union. As 
m em bers of the board, they o p ­
posed the exceeding ly h igh pci- 
cap ita  extracted  fro m  the un ­
ion m em bers by the in te rn a ­
tiona l o ffice , and also the h igh ­
handed m anner in  w hich M e r­
r i l l  fo isted paid organ izers on 
them  from  outside of the in su r­
ance agents ranks.

M e r r i l l ’s h igh handed action, 
rem iniscent, of the bu reaucra t­
ic high jin ks  of H om er M a rtin  
aga inst w hich the S ta lin is ts  
howled h y p o c ritic a lly , came as 
the cu lm ina tion  of a long fig h t 
in w hich the Local resisted his 
a ttem pts to d ic ta te  to i t  The

N O T IC E : We reg re t the one 
day delay in  the last issue of 
the Socia list Appeal. I t  was 
unavoidable, due to the neces­
s ity  of changing p rin te rs .

We assure our readers and 
agents th a t henceforth  the 
Appeal w il l  continue to appear 
on its  re g u la rly  scheduled 
days.

Y.P.S.L. National Council Meeting 
Discusses Growth o f Organization

The f ir s t  P lenum  o f the i lined the fin a n c ia l possib ilities 
new ly elected N ationa l Council j invo lved. I t  was reported th a t 
of the Young People ’s Social- * 1
ist League—F ourth  In te rn a ­
tiona l—m et in A kron. Ohio on 
the week-end of M arch 31 w ith  
20 m em bers and a lternates 
present. N ationa l C o u n c i l  
m em bers fro m  M inneapolis. 
Chicago. Ohio. New Y o rk , Cal- 
ito rn ia  and Massachusetts a t­
tended.

The P lenum  was opened w ith  
the s ing ing  of the In te rn a tio n ­
ale. A re p o rt by the S ocia list 
W orkers P a rty  representative. 
M a r tin  Abern. who outlined the 
p o lit ica l and o rgan iza tiona l 
tasks before the P a rty  and the 
League followed. Comrade 
Abern also reported on the 
progress of the P a rty , the 
Tw ice-a-week Appeal, trade- 
union w ork. W orkers Defense 
G uards and the in te rna tiona l 
s itua tion .

M em bersh ip  Gains
The m ost im p o rta n t task of 

the P lenum  was to evaluate 
the w ork of the past fou r 
m onths and plan the w ork fo r 
the com ing period. N athan 
Gould. N ationa l S ecretary, 
made th is  repo rt. The accom- 1 
p lishm ents and fa ilu re s  of the | 
League were discussed in the | 
lig h t of the N a tiona l Conven­
tion decisions to overhau l the 
organ iza tiona l s tru c tu re  of the 
League to correspond w ith  the 
fig h tin g  nature of our m ove­
ment. The education and tra in ­
ing of the m em bersh ip  fo r th- 
Socia lis t R evo lu tion  and 
task o f w inn ing 
tl,e presentation of the T rans i- 
tonal P rog ram  in a co lo rfu l 
and d ra m a tic  m anner form ed 
the m a jo r p a rt of the d iscus­
sion.

the Challenge of Youth had in ­
creased its paid c ircu la tion  
from  2.000 to 5.000 copies and 
was s ti l l  going up w ith  the 
A p ril issue. D u ring  the next 
period i t  w ill be the task of 
the League to increase the lis t 
of subscribers to insure the is ­
suance of the tw ice -m onth ly  
paper.

A lengthy discussion on the 
w ar p repara tions of the A m e r­
ican governm ent and the a n ti­
w ar tasks of the League, was 
held. I t  was pointed out tha t 
the m a in  task of the LeagW  
was to expose the w ar p repa ra ­
tions of the Roosevelt im p e r ia l­
is t governm ent and to ra lly  
the youth of the U nited States 
to the rea liza tion  th a t " th e  
m ain enemy is at. h o m e !”  

U nem ployed Work
A ve ry  im p o rta n t discussion 

was held on w ork  among un­

em ploycd youth and the possi­
b ilitie s  of unem ployed youth 
organizations. The va luable  
experienc.es in o rgan iz ing  N .Y . 
A. w orkers in M inneapolis 
were discussed together w ith  
experiences in other sections.

Lou B?cker, N ationa l D ire c ­
to r of the "Jobs fo r Y o u th " 
Cam paign (see A p r il issue. 
Challenge of Youth > outlined 
the plans fo r the Cam paign. 
I t  was the opinion of the N a­
tiona l Council th a t the exce l­
len t pam phlet. "Y o u th  W ant 
Jobs ," recen tly  issued by the 
League (10.000 copies) could 
be disposed of v e ry  easily . A 
m in im u m  of 20.000 s ignatures 
tn the "Jobs fo r Y o u th " p e ti­
tions being c ircu la ted  d in in g  
the C am paign, w ill be ob­
tained.

O ther points taken up a t the 
P lenum  included an ti-fasc is t 
w o rk , reg iona l schools and 
su m m er-cam ps.

Labor Skates Help To 
Reelect Mayor Kelly
Independent Labor Action Seen as Need A fter 

Chicago Election Campaign

im m ed ia te  issue was the dis- 
in isa l of M e r r il l 's  appointee..
O rgan izer Shepherd, fro m  the 
Loca l's  p a yro ll by the E xecu­
tive  Board.

To p ro tec t his henchm an,
M e rr il l ra ilroaded  th rough a 
repeal of the d ism issa l by the 
Jo in t Regional Council, an o u t­
f i t  s trong ly  padded w ith  his fac 
t.ional fo llow ers. When the E x ­
ecutive Board then appealed to 
A lla n  Haywood, regional d ire c ­
to r of the C.I.O .. M e r r il l re 
p lied w ith  the suspension which 
is intended to provoke a new 
election in w hich M e r r il l  hopes 
tc secure a S ta lin is t m a jo r ity .
It is not ye t c lea r w hat stand 
Haywood is tak ing , although he 
has been named by M e r r il l  to 
head a com m ittee  to take 
charge of a ll o f Local 30’s a f­
fa irs .

Progressives P repare
P rogressives in  the union are 

p repa ring  to f ig h t aga inst the 
suspensions at a m em bersh ip  
m eeting ca lled fo r A p r il 11.
They point out tha t M e rr il l 's  
action is com p le te ly  unconsti­
tu tiona l. The B y-Law s of the 
U .O .P .W .U. requ ire  that w r it ­
ten charges sha ll be brought 
before the In te rn a tio n a l E xecu­
tive  Board before any action of 
suspending a Loca l body can 
be taken. No such charges | 
have been presented.

W hile e igh t m em bers o f the 
board have ins titu ted  legal ac­
tion on th is  basis, the progres­
sives intend to concentrate 
th e ir m a in  f ire  a t the m em ber­
ship on the fo llow ing  bas is :

I 1. Refusal to recognize M e r­
r i l l ’s suspensions.

2. D is a ffilia tio n  fro m  the U .­
O.P.W .U.

3. Request fro m  the C.I.O. 
fo r an in d u s tr ia l ch a rte r cover­
ing a ll insurance companies.

4. Loca l autonom y—a ll o f f i­
cers and organizers to be e lect­
ed by the Local m em bership.

5. T rade union dem ocracy— S t o c k h o l d e r s  B a s k  o n
against m achine ru le  by poli- D 
tica i appointees. P r o m e n a d e  D e c k s

A strong f ig h t looms against 
th is la test outrage of the S ta lin ­
is t w reck ing  crew . A pparen tly  
the M e rr il ls  are not satis fied  
w ith  d r iv in g  m ore than 500 
m em bers of Loca l 16 over to 
the A .F . of L. They are in tent 
to c a rry  out th e ir usual line a ll 
the w ay through. Rule or ru in  
is th e ir policy'. I t  is up to the 
m em bersh ip  of Local 30 to 
judge them  accord ing ly .

BRANCHES A T  W ORK:
"W e are conducting two 

s tree t sales every week s ta r t­
ing th is  week and 1 hope to 
dispose of the bundle o rde r in 
th is  way. Also, we are run 
n ing an a ffa ir  to c lear up the 
Appeal b ill on A p r il 22 or A p ril 
.19.” —C. J. H a rtm an , agent, of 
P h ilade lph ia .

"W e sold and d is tr ib u te d  our 
bundle of 200 Appeals last Sat 
u rday  at the W .P.A. demon 
s ira tio n  sponsored by the 

j C.I.O. Since most of the auto 
delegates were at the demon 
s tra tion , we reached them  at 
tbs best possible tim e . The 
paper was ju s t r ig h t fo r tha t 
a ffa ir , as w ell as the a rtic le  on 
a u to ." — A r t  P re is , C leve land ! 
P a rty  organ izer.

❖  * £

M AY D AY ISSU E:
As p rev ious ly  announced, the i 

M ay-D ay issue of the Appeal [ 
w ill be a special, fea ture  8- 
pager containing- a host of in  
te resting  features re la ted to 
M ay Day.

So fa r  on ly two branches (AI- 
1 lentown and Boston) have 
placed th e ir ex tra  M ay Day 
orders. There is on ly  a few  
weeks le ft. A ll orders m ust be 
in no la te r than S aturday. A p r il 
22. Send i t  in r ig h t now.

SUBSCR IPTIO N  C A M P A IG N  
DRAWS TO CLOSE:

There is on ly  another week 
le ft on the sub-cam paign.

U n fo rtuna te ly , the sub d rive  
has slowed down considerab ly  
and unless a la s t m inu te , s tre n ­
uous e ffo r t is made we w il l  
not reach the to ta l quota set.

We in tend to announce a ll 
p rize w inners nex t week. H ow ­
ever, nobody has d e fin ite ly  
won yet so there  is s t i l l  tim e  
fo r any branch to com e in to  
f i r s t  place. One week le ft In 
com plete you r quotas!

* * *
H ere 's  the l is t  fo r  the past 

w eek:
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y ..........  10
M issou ri ...........................  6
M inneapolis ..................  6
New Y o rk  S ta te .............. 4
N ew ark .............................  4
D e tro it .............................  3
C a lifo rn ia  ....................  2
W isconsin .........................  2
A llen tow n. P a .................. 1
F o re ign  .............................  1
Chicago .............................. 1

T o ta l .............................. 40
* ❖  *

Several new bundle orders 
and agents came in th is  week: 

( l i  F ro m  Johannesburg. So. 
A frica , a group o f T ro tsky is ts  
are tak ing  a bundle of 24 per 
issue.

(2) J.T.S. of W iseton, Sask., 
Canada, begins w ith  a new 
bundle of 4 per issue.

<3) And George W hiteside of 
W hitew ate r, Kansas is ta k in g  
a bundle of 4 also.

* =* *
D on’ t fo rge t about the M ay 

Day 8-page A P P E A L !

AKRON YPSL 
UNDER PROBE; 

FIVE JAILED
(Continued from  Page 1)

in the Gold Coast w ards, the 
d is tr ic ts  inhabited  by the sm a ll 

the home owner, the w h ite  co lla r 
the youth by ' w o rke r and sm a ll business 

m an. But i t  would be false to 
assume tha t in his m ore than 
t;00.000 vote no w orkers  or un­
employed votes could be count­
ed. I t  would be ju s t as fa lse 

I to conclude th a t a ll of K e lly ’s 
i 800.000 votes were w orke rs ' 
votes. And that, is so even

Comrade Gould 's repo rt 
showed tha t since the N ationa l
Convention 'N ovem ber, 1938' , . . . .
the League has gained 186 new | G ranting tha t a m a jo r ity  ot the
m em bers and organized new ■ 
units in  Fresno. C a lifo rn ia .

Trotskv Letter To 
Modern Quarterly

Comrade T ro tsky  sent the 
fo llow ing  le tte r to the edi- 
ors of the M odern Q u a rte r­

ly on M arch  6:
"G e n tle m e n :
I  d isagree com ple te ly  w ith  

the genera l tendency of your 
rev iew  and there fo re  ask 
tha t you rem ove m y name 
fro m  your lis t of co n tr ib u ­
tors.

S incere ly  yours,
Leon T ro tsky  

Coyocacan, D .F .

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
NEW  Y O R K —The case of 

P eter Saunders. Negro w o rk ­
er arrested on F e b ru a ry  20 
at the Anti-N azi D em onstra­
tion  called by the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , f in a lly  came 
tc tr ia l here today a fte r hav ­
ing been ad journed s ix  tim es 
since the a rres t.

The decision, w hich took 
e igh t m inutes to read, was 
handed down by M a g is tra l;  
R cthenberg in Tom bs Court. 
R otlienberg  found Saunders 
g u ilty  of the "d is o rd e rly  
conduct" charge and fined 
h im  $15. On the' question of 
"c ru e lty  to a n im a ls " the 
M ag is tra te  declared th a t 
there was absolute ly no e v i­
dence and dism issed the 
charge.

Saunders had been held un ­
der h igher ba il than any of 
the others arrested a t the 
same tim e  and on the same 
charge and had been sub jec t­
ed to the " th ird  degree”  in 
the police sta tion  a fte r his 
a rres t. The M ag is tra te  sent 
a copy of Saunder’s te s ti­
m ony on the beating given 
h im  by the police, to Police 
C om m issioner Va len tine  and 
prom ised to look in to  the 
m a tte r fu r th e r.

Saunders was defended by 
the A m erican  Fund fo r Pc 
lit ic a l P risoners and p a rt of 
his fine was fu rn ished by the 
organ iza tion .

N ew  B runsw ick , N. J.. and
1 Lynn. Mass. He pointed out 
that th roughout the coun try  our 
organ iza tion  has pa rtic ipa ted , 
together w ith  the P a rty , in nu ­
merous an ti-fasc is t a c tiv itie s  
and is now w ell on the way to 
becom ing a rea! youth o rg a n i­
zation whose name, p rogram  
and a c tiv itie s  are known to 
thousands o f youth.

Sem i-M onth ly Challenge 
The o rgan iza tiona l check-up

w orkers cast th e ir ballo ts fo r 
the M ayor.

I t  m ust be borne in m ind 
too, th a t K e lly  was p u b lic ly  ac­
cla im ed and supported by w ide 
sections of the fin a n c ia l and 
business in terests, the d e pa rt­
m ent store m agnates, reac­
tionaries, as w e ll as by the 
trade unions and the libe ra ls .

Labo r Support Helps
One elem ent swung the elec­

tion in K e lly ’s favo r. We re fe r 
to the active  and m ilita n t sup-

tcu r of j ™  B erm  O rganiza- | £ ° V o T u ^ h e C . L O ™  LaboUs
! N on-Partisan League, the lib - 
I ei als and the C om m unist

tiona l S ecre tary, v e rif ie d  the 
re p o rt of the N a tiona l Secre­
ta ry  and showed th a t the 
League has made m ore p rog­
ress d u ring  the las t fou r 
m onths than in any previous 
period.

The m ost Im p o rta n t decision 
c f the P lenum  was to begin 
pub lica tion  of the Challenge of 
1 outh as a tw ice -m on th ly  on 
June 1. The reports  of E rnes t 
E rb e r, E d ito r, and R uth W il- 
ner, Business M anager, de fi­
n ite ly  showed the need fo r a 
sem i-m onth ly  paper and out-

P a rly . W hile the la tte r  is  no 
great shakes as a vote ge tte r, 
the fact, is th a t the trade  union 
m ovem ent in th is c ity  does 
contro l o r m an ipu la te  a lm ost 
a q u a rte r of *a m illio n  votes. 
There in  lies the m a rg in  of v ic ­
to ry  <or possible defeat) fo r 
the local D em ocra tic  m achine. 
II K e lly  can thank anyone fo r 
his v ic to ry , he can thank or- 

; ganized labor.
The c ry in g  need of the
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w orkers is an independent po­
lit ic a l p a rly  of the w orkers. 
Had there been such a pa rty , 
it  could no doubt have gained 
a num ber of a lde rm an ic  seats, 
especia lly  in  those w ards 
which are p redom inan tly  w o rk ­
er and where the m achine ca n ­
didates were elected solely on 
labor support.

We know, o f course, th a t the 
labor skates and the S ta lin is ts  
w ill at once rep ly  th a t an in ­
dependent labor p a r ly  would 
have led to the defeat of K e lly . 
T ha t would have m e r it  on ly  i f  
the re-elected m ayor was a 
w o rke rs ’ candidate, o r tha t it 
would m a tte r a g rea t deal to 
the masses w hether Green or 
K e lly  took o ffice .

E ssen tia lly , however, there 
is no g rea t choice between the 
one experienced p o lit ica l hack 
and the repub lican new-com er. 
F undam en ta lly  they are both 
c a p ita lis t candidates n o tw ith ­
standing th a t K e lly  came out 
aga inst W .P.A. and re lie f cuts 
and Green said no th ing; that 
Green came out fo r the Dies 
com m ittee  and K e lly  said 
no th ing : tha t Green came out 
in fa vo r of low er taxes and 
K e lly  said l i t t le ;  th a t K e lly  
defended his "e co n o m y" re ­
g im e and Green cla im ed he 
could economize s t i l l  m ore. or. 
that. K e lly  stood on his record 
as a "g o o d " m ayor, and Green 
had no record.

One m ust rem em ber th a t the 
C iv il L ib e rtie s  U nion slated 
there was lit t le  to choose be­
tween the two candidates in 
the ir a ttitude  tow ard  the m a t­
te r of c iv il lib e rtie s , trade 
union righ ts , p icke ting  and so 
fo rth .

In the p a rlia m e n ta ry  fie ld , in 
Chicago, as w e ll as in the na­
tion. the g rea t task s t i l l  re ­
m a ins: to break the masses 
away fro m  the two m a jo r cap­
ita lis t parties. Independent po­
lit ic a l action of the w orkers 
suffered a blow in th is election 
through the action of the labor 
o rganizations, the S ta lin is ts  
and the libe ra ls . I t  is neces­
sary  to sha rp ly  reverse th is  s it­
uation before the w orkers can 

| progress on the p o lit ica l fie ld .

(Continued fro m  Page l i  
ecutor ordered a probe of Y .P . 
S.L. h igh school a c tiv itie s .

He threatened to suppress 
the Y .F .S .L . i f  he found them  
v io la tin g  any laws.

The Y .P .S .L . issued a coun­
ter-statement. dec la ring  th a t 
the police. Stine and the Cham ­
ber of Com m erce should be in 
vestige ted. and tha t they were 
inves tiga ting  them . I t  fu r th e r 
welcomed any in q u iry  in to  its  
a c tiv itie s  by the w orkers of 
A kron.

Its  m ilita n t a c tiv ity  in con­
nection w ith  the cam paign to 
increase N .Y .A . benefits to 
youth has a lready brought 
m any young w orkers in to  con­
ta c t w ith  it .  U n til the arrests 
and wide p u b lic ity . these 
youths had not heard of the 
Y .P .S .L.

At the tim e  o f th e ir  a rres t, 
the five  boys were d is tr ib u tin g  
lea fle ts  ca llin g  fo r  increased 
N .Y .A . appropria tions, conver 
sion of the a rm am ents  budget 
into a pub lic  w orks fund fo r the 
unemployed and decent jobs 
fo r a ll who need them .

Youths Manhandled
P rev ious ly . Stine had torn  

the lea fle ts  fro m  one youth, 
and sent some young hoodlums 
to beat h im  up. On F rid a y , 
H. S. V incent, assistant super­
in tendent of schools, ran  out 
of the bu ild ing , his a rm s f la i l ­
ing. and threatened them  w ith  
vio lence.

He then

I t  is estim ated th a t 5,700 p e r­
sons w il l  desert the E aste r p a r­
ades of th e ir respective home 
towns fo r the prom enade decks 
of eleven lines that, are sched­
uled to leave th is  week on 
cru ises to B erm uda. Nassau, 
K ingston, H avana, anc} West 
Ind ies ports.

The Swedish A m erican  lin e r 
Kungsholm  w ill lead the pro 
cession w ith  500 passengers. 
On the fo llow ing  day seven 
line rs  w ill depart c a rry in g  
m ost of the ho liday crowd.

| s ta r lin g  w ith  the F rench  lin e r 
De Grasse on a cru ise to the 
West Ind ies.

In  add ition  to the num bers 
sa iling  on special cruises sev­
era l thousands w ill depart over 
the week-end on re g u la r tr ip s  
to South A m erica , C entra l 
A m erica , the West Ind ies, and 
on tra n sa tla n tic  and West 
Coast tr ip s .

—New Y o rk  T im es

V a c a t i o n i n g  
A t  S a n  Q u e n t i n

San Q uentin shops and ju te  
m ills  hum m ed w ith  no rm a l ac­
t iv i ty  today w h ile  fo rty -tw o  
ring leaders  in  the p riso n ’s 
la test m enu-m utiny  rem ained 
in s o lita ry  confinem ent.

The ring leaders, described 
as you th fu l inm ates, were m e t­
ed the add itiona l pun ishm ent 
of having  to stand a t r ig id  a t­
tention on an 18-inch spot in  
fro n t of th e ir ce lls fo r an un ­
broken hour each day. They 
were ra tioned a d ie t of bread 
and w a te r, w ith  one fu ll m eal 
every o ther day.

The second hunger s tr ik e  
w ith in  two m onths, w h ich  kept 
1,600 .of the 5.300 inm ates in  the 
w o rld 's  la rgest prison away 
fro m  the mess ha ll, ended yes­
te rday.

— San F rancisco  C a ll-B u lle tin

who m anhandled the youths, 
and c lam ped an iro n  c law  
upon the w r is t of one. He then 
proceeded to to rtu re  h im  as an 
f-b iect lesson to the 500 s tu ­
dents whom the Y ipse l had 
been addressing.

The trespassing charge is a 
fla g ra n t fram e-up, because the 
five  boys were not on school 
p roperty  but in the s tree t a t the 
tim e  of th e ir a rres t. The in ­
vestiga tion  is obviously p a r t of 
the la rg e r re ac tiona ry  ca m ­
paign aga inst a ll w o rk in g  class 
organizations.

Appeal fo r Support
The Y .P .S .L . has issued an 

appeal to A kron  labor fo r 
funds fo r the defense of the 
five . I t  has pledged to fig h t 
the case to the end.

qne probe is m e re ly  the 
la test in a series o f p rovoca­
tions against Y ipse ls and S.W. 
P. m em bers. Through the ac­
tiv it ie s  of Stine, who is try in g  
to make a name fo r h im se lf as

MINN. JOBLESS 
PROTEST RELIEF 
AND WPA CUTS

(S|K»<*i:tl to the S oc ia lis t A p p e a l)
ST. P A U L . M in n .—Speakers 

fro m  organized labor jo ined 
w ith  representa tives o f the un­
em ployed to p ro test the W .P.A. 
cuts and lowered re lie f s tand­
ards a t a mass m eeting  of 500 
W .P .A . and re lie f w orkers  held 
by the W orke rs ’ B ene fit Asso­
c ia tion  M arch  3 in  the a u d ito r i­
um  of the State O ffice  B u ild ­
ing.

A fte r a short in tro d u c tio n  by 
Jam es R osenthal, cha irm an  o f 
the W orkers ' B e n e fit Associa­
tion. B ern ie  S im m er, business 
agent of the warehouse union, 

a crusader aga inst the "R e d s ,”  ; Loca l No. 20297. took the ch a ir 
Comrade Sol G oldberg was re- | fo r the m eeting. The speakers.
fused perm ission to do cadet­
teaching in the public schools 
and was forced to w ith d ra w  
fro m  the Teachers ' College at 
Akron U n iv e rs ity . O thers have 
been fire d  fro m  th e ir  jobs as 

called the police, a resu lt o f his stool-pigeons.

Ends April 15th 
Spring Sale— 20 per cent O ff!
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The T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l A fte r Len in  ............
The S ta lin  School of F a ls ifica tio n  .................
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inc lud ing  W illia m  Gydeson rep ­
resenting the Team sters Jo in t 
Council and Law rence P fe ife r 
of the B u ild in g  T rades Council, 
a ttacked the 15 percent cu t 
made las t m onth on the a l­
ready inadequate re lie f budg­
ets in  St. Paul. A fu r th e r  cu t 
of 20 percent is threatened i f  
the W .P.A. ro lls  are reduced, 
th row ing  th is  add itiona l group 
on the local re lie f ro lls .

Resolutions were passed con­
dem ning the na tiona l w a r ap­
p rop ria tions  and ca llin g  fo r the 
tu rn in g  over of a ll w a r funds 
to the unem ployed: dem anding 
the passage of a housing act 
now before the M innesota le g ­
is la tu re ; thank ing  the local 
trade union movement, fo r its  
aid in fig h tin g  these cuts and 
ca llin g  fo r the continuance of 
co-operation between the u n ­
ions and the W orke rs ’ B ene fit 
Association as the organ iza tion  
ot the W .P.A. and re lie f 
w orkers.
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1 -----  By Dwight Macdonald-----------------------------

SPARKS IN  THE NEW S
In  discussing G uerin 's  book in th is  colum n 

tw o weeks ago. I  made some rem arks  on an 
a rt ic le  in  H a rp e r’s by G unther R eim ann, "Do­
ing  Business in  G e rm a n y ."  Th is a rt ic le  seem­
ed to me to be try in g  to prove the w e ll-w orn 
thesis of bourgeois jo u rn a lism : the business 
m an as w e ll as the w orkers gets i t  in  the 
neck under H it le r . M r. R eim ann. however, 
w rite s  in and protests th a t I  "m isunderstood 
and m is in te rp re te d " his a rtic le . " In  general, 
you ind ica te  tha t I  do not th in k  fascism  is a 
class phenom enon." he w rites . “ I  w an t to 
s ta le  th a t I  regard  fascism  as the deepest 
stage of c a p ita lis t decay and a class pheno­
menon, and th a t I  did not say any th ing  con­
tra ry  to th is  opinion in  th a t a rtic le . The de­
cay of ca p ita lism  produces new features 
w hich have to be studied and one of these fea ­
tu res is the destruction  of the sanc tity  of p r iv ­
ate p rope rty  and p riva te  p rope rty  r ig h ts  by 
fa sc ism ."

I  am glad M r. R eim ann is not deceived as to 
the na ture  of fasc ism , and I  agree th a t its v io ­
la tion  of p riva te  p rope rty  rig h ts  is som ething 
w orth  m uch attention. B u t I  m ust s t i l l  m a in ­
ta in  th a t an a rtic le  devoted only to th is  po in t 
and p rin ted  in a m agazine like  H a rp e r’s gives 
the reader who is not fa m il ia r  w ith  M r. Rei- 
m a n n ’s p o lit ica l stand in  general (as I  was 
i  ot* the im pression th a t he is try in g  to dem ­
onstra te  the a n ti-ca p ita lis t na ture of fascism . 
E spec ia lly  when its concluding sentence is : 
"T o  G erm any 's  business men, harassed by 
the P a rty , dogged by State Com m issars at 
every  move, insecure, w o rried  about present 
and fu tu re , the Nazi ‘econom ists ’ can only 
toss the slogan L ive  D angerous ly !' ”

I  am  g lad  to be able to c lea r up M r. R e i­
mann.s position on fascism . I on ly  w ish he had 
made i t  equa lly  c lea r in the pages of 
H a rp e r ’s.

France and the Refugees
The best news account I  have read on one 

o f the m ost shocking and scandalous h o rro r 
stories of a ll tim e , is the recent s to ry  in T im e 
on P rance 's tre a tm e n t of the 450.000 Spanish 
refugees who fled over the C atalan border a 
m onth  ago. A fte r po in ting  ou t th a t the U nited 
States has o ffered to take in ju s t 352 o f the 
450,000 and the Soviet Union has opened its 
gates to "o n ly  a few big L o ya lis t le a d e rs "— 
the s to ry  gets down to the meat— and ve ry  
m aggotty  m eat i t  is, too. I  th in k  the deta ils 
are w orth  quoting:

“ Stuck w ith  the refugees, F rench  au th o ri­
ties adopted methods ca lcu la ted  to help 'p e r­
suade’ them  tha t they would be be tte r o ff 
a lm ost anywhere else. T yp ica l ra tions were 
one loa f of bread fo r s ix  men. a sack of rice  
fo r 400 men. Sanita tion has been non-existent. 
Open la trines  have been dug in the cam p sand 
and a ll modesty about na tu re 's  functions has 
long ago disappeared.

“ The la rgest cam ps are situated on a tre e ­
less sandy beach ju s t N o rth  of the Spanish 
border near A rge les-sur-M er and St. C yprien. 
They are enclosed by barbed w ire , guarded 
every  20 fee t by a Senegalese so ld ie r. Inside 
the w ire  the cam ps are like  some fa n ta s tica lly  
huge hobo jung le . O nly a few  refugees have 
roofs over th e ir heads: the g rea t m a jo r ity  dig 
holes in  the sand and cover them selves w ith

d ir ty  sheets, b lankets or coats. M any sleep in 
the open, ra in  or shine. Ic y  sea w inds blow 
the sands con tinua lly . Most o f the refugees \ 
have developed co n ju n c tiv itis . Fuel in  the i 
la rge  cam ps is scarce. Cooking is done ex ­
c lus ive ly  in tin  cans. A t one cam p men and 
women a t f i r s t  stood in line a ll day w a itin g  to 
get a lit t le  w a te r fro m  a sm a ll faucet. A t an- I 
o ther the only w ater ava ilab le  — and i t  is 
b rack ish—is obtained fro m  pumps d riven  in to 
the sand. A ll the w a te r is bad and i t  is es ti­
mated tha t G0% of the refugees—or 250,000 
—have dysentery.

The refugees have been classified  as 220,000 
m ilitia m e n , 40.000 able-bodied c iv ilia n  men. 
10,000 wounded, 180,000 women and ch ild ren . 
H ospita l fa c ilit ie s  are lim ite d  and p rim itiv e . 
M any men w ith  weeks-old wounds covered by 
f i l th y  dressings are s ti l l  unattended. . . The 
refugees have become a danger to the general 
hea lth  of adjacent, com m unities. . . M arse illes  
gangsters, a lw ays in need of women fo r the 
w hite-s lave tra f f ic  w h ich  supplies A fr ic a  and 
South A m erican  countries w ith  p rostitu tes, 
were reported c irc u la tin g  in the cam ps look­
ing  fo r new personne l."

T im e adds G) “ A lthough am p ly  w arned of 
the huge hum an tide approaching, the F rench 
G overnm ent made few  advance arrangem ents 
to receive the re fugees." (2) “ The chances 
are th a t F rance in  the end w ill not be out one 
sou. The d a ily  $185,000 b ill can be m et fo r a 
long tim e  by exp ro p ria tin g  the treasures the 
Loya lis ts  deposited and shipped to France 
months ago.”

R.S.V.P.
B u t le t i t  not be thought the refugees hud­

dled in th e ir  holes on the beaches o f St. Cyp­
rien  are a ltogether friend less. The N orth  
A m erican  C om m ittee to A id  Spanish Dem oc­
racy  s t i l l  exists, and the other day I  received 
tang ib le  proof of th is : a la rge  fo rm a l in v ita ­
tion , in  the most e legant type faces, request­
ing  the pleasure of m y com pany a t a d inner at 
the H otel Commodore “ to welcom e V incent 
Sheean. who has ju s t re tu rned fro m  S pa in ."
A ba tte ry  of "D is tingu ished  F o re ign  C orres­
pondents and W rite rs ,”  inc lud ing  D orothy 
P a rke r, would lead a discussion on “ T H E  
SPAN ISH  C O N FLIC T  AND  ITS  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L  S IG N IF IC A N C E ." The roste r of 
Patrons and Patronesses took fo u r im pressive 
colum ns. L e t the refugees take hea rt! They 
have some ve ry  h igh-class fr ie n d s—so pow er­
fu l and respectable, indeed, th a t i t  seems 
h a rd ly  possible, w ith  such support, th a t the 
Spanish R epublic is now a t its  las t gasp. B u t 
le t the refugees not be downcast so long as 
th e ir cause is the cause of M r. F ra n k lin  P. 
Adam s and M iss I lk a  Chase and M r. M a l­
co lm  Cowley and M rs. M u rie l D rape r and the 
Hon. and M rs. S tanley M . Isaacs and M r. 
R ockw ell K en t and M iss F reda K irch w e y  and 
M r. and M rs. H enry Goddard Leach and D r. 
M ax Le rn e r and B ishop F ranc is  J. M cConnell 
and D r. Thom as M ann and M r. F re d e rick  
M arch  and Col. W illia m  Jay  S ch ie ffe lin  and 
M iss S y lv ia  Sidney and M r. George Soule and 
M r. F rancho t Tone and M r. Oswald G arrison  
V illa rd . "R .S .V .P ."  read the in v ita tio n  but 
I  d id n 't.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

O U T  O F  T H E  P A S T
EMANUEL GARRETT

URIAH S. STEPHENS 
(Aug. 3, 1821-Feb. 13, 1882)

Had i t  not been fo r the P an ic of 1837, i t  is 
qu ite  possible th a t U ria h  S. Stephens would 
have com pleted his tra in in g  fo r the m in is try . 
As i t  was, he became a ta ilo r  instead; and. 
through being a ta ilo r , a w o rke r, he became 
a leader of A m erican  trade un ionism , the 
founder of the K n igh ts  of Labor.

L ike  a good m any trade unionists of his day, 
Stephens concerned h im se lf w ith  the general 
problem s of w o rk ing  class w e lfa re  in  add ition  
to those of s im p le  trade union in te rest. The 
trade  union to Stephens was to be a leve r fo r 
the execution of ideas w hich a im ed a t the re ­
v is ion o f the social system  along sem i-socia l­
is tic  lines. In  fac t, i t  has been c la im ed  that... 
Stephens was p a rt ly  in fluenced by M a rx , 
though there is no evidence to support the 
c la im , e ithe r in  fac ts  or the specific  na ture  
of his ideas.

D issa tis fied  w ith  na rrow  c ra ft o rganization, 
Stephens aim ed a t a brotherhood of a ll wage 
earners th a t would include a ll sexes, a ll 
creeds and a ll colors. Th is  la tte r was of es­
pecia l im portance. A b o litio n is t sen tim ent was 
strong among the no rthe rn  w orkers, bu t few  
unions were w illin g  to accept Negroes as 
m em bers—as is the case w ith  m any trade 
unions to th is  day.

Secrecy a Cardinal Principle
B u ild in g  on the basis of the G a rm en t C ut­

te r 's  Association of P h ilade lph ia  w h ich  he had 
helped organize in  1862, Stephens moved 
tow-ards the construction  of a labor o rgan iza ­
tion  m odelled according to his a im s. In  18G9, 
the Noble O rder of the K n igh ts  of Labo r was 
fo rm a lly  founded.

Composed of on ly a few  unions a t its  begin­
ning, lim ite d  to the east, the K n igh ts  g radu ­
a lly  extended over the continent, to the po in t 
where, the m ost pow erfu l labor o rganization 
of its  day, i t  num bered % m illio n  m em bers in  
188G.

Secret r itu a l governed the a c tiv itie s  o f the 
o rgan iza tion  a t its  inception. Names were 
never re fe rred  to p u b lic ly . Stephens fo r  e x ­
am ple signed his a rtic les  w ith  five  s ta rs, and 
was so known in  the o rgan iza tion . (The 
K n igh ts  were not the only labor o rgan iza tion  
w h ich  w ent in  fo r secrecy du ring  the 70’s. 
W orkers turned to secrecy as a reaction  to the 
d rive  of the bosses against a ll unions, m arked  
by lockouts, d is rup tion  of unions and various 
k inds of d isc rim in a tio n  against union men.

When the f i r s t  na tiona l assem bly of the 
K n igh ts  m et in  1878, Stephens was s t i l l  su f­
fic ie n tly  pow erfu l in  the organ iza tion  to w rite  
the p rin c ip le  o f secrecy in to  the pream ble.

"O pen and pub lic  association hav ing  fa iled  
a fte r a strugg le  o f centuries to advance or

p ro tec t the in te res t of la b o r,"  read the p re ­
am ble, “ We have la w fu lly  constitu ted  th is  
assem bly ,”  and “ in  using th is power o f o r­
ganized e ffo rt and cooperation, we but im i­
tate the exam ple of ca p ita l hereto fore set in  
num berless instances.”  H owever, "W e mean 
no c o n flic t w ith  le g itim a te  en te rp rise, no an­
tagonism  to necessary c a p ita l.”  Those evils 
of the social o rde r w hich were beyond co rrec­
tion  by o rd in a ry  trade union e ffo rt were to be 
corrected  by education and leg is la tion , fro m  
w hich  a cooperative com m onw eath would 
even tua lly  emerge.

Anti-Secrecy Faction Wins
Though Stephens had ca rr ie d  the day on 

secrecy a t the f ir s t  na tiona l assem bly, the re- 
a tion  aga inst i t  m ounted constantly . F irs t, the 

----- Catholics who made up a pow erfu l section of 
the organized w orkers in  the U n ited  States 
opposed secrecy as being in  co n flic t w ith  the ir 
re lig ion . Second, the defeat o f the ra ilroad  
s tr ikes  o f 1877 and the crush ing  o f the M o lly  
M aguires a fte r the g rea t m ine s tr ike  actions 
of the m idd le  70’s turned the tide  sharp ly 
aga inst secrecy. A good m any unionists feared 
they would be accused o f c r im in a l a c tiv itie s  
i f  they continued th e ir  secre t o rganization.

In  1879, Stephens resigned as G rand M aster 
W orkm an. He was succeeded to the leader­
ship of the K n igh ts  by Terrence P ow derly  who 
as leader of the C atholic fac tion  had been 
cha lleng ing  Stephen's leadersh ip . The oath 
and secrecy were expunged fro m  the p r in c i­
ples of the K n igh ts . A new pream ble  was w r it ­
ten. Th is  new  pream ble  pointed to the neces­
s ity  of checking w ea lth , w h ich , unchecked, 
would lead to the pauperiza tion  o f the w o rk ­
ing  class.

Under P ow derly , the K n igh ts  reached its 
zenith of in fluence. B u t a t the ve ry  tim e  tha t 
i t  reached its  peak in m em bersh ip  num bers, i t  
was a lready on the downgrade. Lack of m i l i ­
tancy  in  the conduct of s tr ikes , its  fa ilu re  to 
lead s tr ikes  when necessary, cu t in to the in ­
fluence of the K n igh ts . W orkers tu rn in g  to 
m ili ta n t action, jo ined other and new er bodies. 
Then, w ith  the o rgan iza tion  o f the A m erican  
Federa tion  of Labor, the K n igh ts  had to con­
tend w ith  a young and vigorous r iv a l, and on 
a na tiona l scale.

Stephens com pleted his life  a lm ost e n tire ly  
separated fro m  the trade union m ovem ent. 
A pioneer in  o rgan iz ing  A m erican  labor, the 
in it ia to r  of new methods of organ iza tion , he 
was nevertheless not the k ind  to catch the 
im ag ina tion  as P ow derly  did a fte r h im . He 
d id n ’t  flash  across the coun try  w ith  the b r i l ­
liance of his o ra to ry  o r his w rit in g . B u t in  the 
crea tion  of the K n igh ts  o f Labo r and the in ­
troduc tion  of a new phase in labor o rgan iza ­
tion , he did leave behind h im  an im p o rta n t 
record—w ritte n  across a la rge  page o f A m e r­
ican labor h is to ry .

Wall St. Cracks Whip  j 
At "Democracy" Meet

Yankee Imperialism Rides High As Lickspittles 
Work Zealously for Roosevelt Policy

Hunger, Fear, M isery--That Is 
A ll Capitalism Has to Offer Us

(S pecia l to tin1 Socia lis t A p p ea l)
BUENOS A IR ES , M a r. 28.— 

W ith  the m ost d istinguished 
" le f t  w in g "  prim a-donnas of 
La tin -A m e rica  a ttend ing, — in ­
clud ing  the C hief of the Nazi 
P a rty  of Chile, Gonzalez von 
M a rees !—a reunion pom pously 
sty led “ Congress of A m erican  
D em ocracies' was held recen t­
ly in  the c ity  of Montevideo.

What, was the purpose of th is 
much - public ized gathering? 
A pparen tly  to f ig h t fo r the 
preserva tion  of "d e m o c ra c y ”  
in the Western Hem isphere. In  
fac t, however, i t  was to p ro ­
c la im  the unconditiona l su r­
render of L a tin  A m erica  to 
Y a n k e e  im p e ria lism . the

good”  im p e ria lism  w hich is 
going to defend our countries 
from  Nazi im p e ria lism , tha t 
"b a d "  im p e ria lism  w hich 
threatens us and seeks to de­
vour us—accord ing to these 
spokesmen o f W a ll S treet.

There is no th ing to m arve l 
at, then, th a t gathered together 
under these auspices, the Con­
gress o f M ontevideo should 
have resu lted in a fiesta  of 
h ig h -so u n d in g  phrases, of 
praises to the "d e m o c ra cy ”  of 
our countries, of cheers fo r the 
New D eal, o f cries of a d m ira ­
tion fo r g rea t P resident Roose 
ve lt— of shameless p ros tra tion  
before W all S treet.

A Packed A ffa ir
N ot one word was uttered 

against these lib e ra l and “ le ft- 
w in g ”  lies and a lm ost a ll the 
resolutions were passed by ac­
c lam a tion  by the crow d of dele­
gates, in tox ica ted  w ith  “ de­
m ocracy”  and “ good ne ighbor­
liness.”

L it t le  d id  i t  m a tte r to them  
tha t the masses o f w orkers 
looked a t th is  Congress w ith  
ev ident ind iffe rence  and suspi­
c ion: l it t le  d id i t  m a tte r th a t 
the U ruguayan P resident Ba l- 
dom ir, answered the te legram s 
of support th a t came to h im  
from  the U n ited  States (p ro ­
c la im in g  h im  the P ro tecto r of 
lib e rty  of speech) and demon­
stra ted  w ha t k ind  o f “ dem oc­
ra c y "  exists in  L a tin  A m erica , 
by p lac ing  the Congress under 
toe gag of laws th a t lim ite d  
and made fic tit io u s  a ll l ib e rty  
of speech; l it t le  did i t  m a tte r 
th a t w h ile  the delegates were 
burn ing  incense to P resident 
Roosevelt, the w ork ing  masses 
of L a tin  A m erica  continued 
groaning under the yoke of the 
Yankee exp lo iters  and th a t 
Puerto R ico continued shed­
ding its  blood in  the search 
.or independence.

“ C onfederation '’ . . . fo r 
D ic ta to rs

The v ile  S ta lin is t betrayers, 
'soc ia lis ts ,”  A p ris tas  and 

■ ‘ re vo lu tio n a rie s ' ’ accom plished 
the ir m ission w ith  zeal and in 
closing the Congress voted by 
a g rea t m a jo r ity  the crea tion  
of the "C onfedera tion  o f A m e r­
ican D em ocracies”  under the 
shelter of Roosevelt and w ith  
the connivance of a ll the g rea t 
“ dem ocra ts”  of L a tin  A m erica , 
the bloody d ic ta to rs : G etu lio  
Vargas, Benavides, B a tis ta , 
Ibanez, etc.

A s tr ik in g ly  v iv id  d isclosure 
of the fe a r and insecu rity  
which haunt the d iffe re n t sec- 
lions of the w ork ing  class in 

'rese rva tions ”  con- I A m erica  has been made public 
by the A m erican  In s titu te  of 
ru b l ic  Opin ion, of w h ich  D r. 
George G a llup  is d irec to r.

P resident Roosevelt's power 
rests a lm ost e n tire ly  on the 
fear, insecu rity , and destitu tion  
w hich face a ll the low er in ­
come groups of A m erica , ac-

I t  is tru e  th a t the A pris tas 
made the ir 
cern ing  Yankee im p e ria lism , 
but not on ly did they fa il to 
raise th e ir  voices against that 
im p e ra lism  and aga inst the 
"C on fede ra tion ,”  bu t they also
paid tr ib u te  to Roosevelt and 
his "Good N e ighbo r”  po licy, as 'co rd in g  to the nation-w ide sur-
did the M exican delegates,- 
m em bers of the P a rty  of P res­
ident Cardenas.

The resolutions of the Con­
gress were shameless co llab ­
orations w ith  the W all S treet 
bankers. encouraging th e ir 
loans, u rg ing  the tigh ten ing  of 
com m erc ia l re la tions w ith  the 
U nited States and loya l con­
s idera tion  fo r its  investm ents, 
a ll of w hich made one wonder 
w hat i t  a ll had to do w ith  the 
defense of "d e m o c ra cy ." The 
Congress of M ontevideo, ac­
cord ing  to its  sponsors, aspired 
to outdo the L im a  Congress, as 
an expression of support to the 
U nited States. And in  re a lity  i t  
ou td id  i t  as an expression 
oi shamelessness, subm ission, 
and b lind s e rv ility .

\;ey ju s t com pleted by the In ­
s titu te . I t  is the menace of 
inadequate re lie f, o f s ta rva tion  
w hich gives Roosevelt h is in ­
fluence over the vo ters despite 
the u npopu la rity  of m any 
measures sponsored by h im .

The masses are sta lem ated 
in Roosevelt's b lind  a lley  and 
have not ye t found another 
road to escape fro m  the inse­
c u r ity  o f the c a p ita lis t system .

Class Unrecognized
P sycho log ica lly  a t least, 

states the survey in one of its  
m ost s ig n ifica n t sections, the 
average A m erican  considers 
h im se lf a m em ber o f the m id ­
dle class. He feels th is  de­
spite the ever-w iden ing  gap be­
tween the w ork ing  class and 
the c a p ita lis t class, the razor-

Where W ill the C.L.U. Draw a 
Line on “Freedom to Speak”?

There Is no doubt th a t the I fine , lib e ra l man.
C iv il L ib e rtie s  U nion o f A m e r­
ica believes 
speech. And

And so on M arch  7, the Los 
in  freedom  of Angeles C .L.U . a rranged a cel- 
th a t ’s a good ebra tion  to honor the 150th an-

th ing . We, too, are a ll fo r  free  ' n ive rsa ry  of the B il l  o f R ights
speech, and m ore of it. U n fo r­
tuna te ly  fo r the C .L .U ., how-

w ith  Judge Y ankw ich  as one of 
the p rin c ip a l speakers. To cap

ever, i t  is ju s t a b it too ind is- the in su lt (to every labor m ili-  
c rim in a te  in  its  be lie f fo r w ork- ta n t as wre ll as to G raham ) the 
ing  class tastes. Its  defense of cha irm an  o f the m eeting was
the N azi's  r ig h t to spread the ir 
poisonous f i l th  is, fo r exam ple, 
notorious. I t  m ig h t ju s t as w e ll 
defend the rig h ts  o f a scab—the 
two are on the same plane.

Notv, th rough  the colum ns of 
the anarch is t jo u rn a l, M an, we 
learn  of another instance o f the 
v ic ious lengths to w h ich  the

A. L . W irin , the a tto rney whom 
the C .L.U . has provided to de­
fend G raham .

G raham  protested the in su lt 
in  a te leg ram  to Roger B a ld ­
w in , na tiona l head of the C.L.- 
U. B a ldw in  rep lied  th a t d isc re ­
tion  in  such m a tte rs  rests in 
the hands of the loca l com m it-

C .L.U . w ill go in  accord ing i tees. F a r fro m  sh iftin g  the re ­
freedom  of speech to labo r's  | sp ons ib ility  of the na tiona l or- 
enemies, to the po in t where i t  gan ization, B a ldw in 's  te leg ram  
u tte r ly  d isregards w o r k i n g ]  on ly  sharpens it.
class sensib ilities . B y  in v it in g  
Judge Y ankw ich  to speak a t a 
recent Los Angeles m eeting i t  
showed a s igna l d isrespect fo r 
M arcus G raham , ed ito r of 
M an, w'ho fo r 19 years has been 
hounded because of his views, 
and who, m ost recen tly , was 
sentenced to 6 months im p r is ­
onm ent by the ve ry  same 
Judge Y ankw ich  fo r re fus ing  to 
present testim ony against h im ­
se lf on a 19-year-old deporta ­
tion  order.

In s u lt W ork ing  Class 
E le m e n ta ry  decency would 

requ ire  any o rgan iza tion  th a t 
presum es so m uch as by a 
w hisper to stand fo r  w o rk ing  
class righ ts  to show noth ing bu t 
contem pt fo r  a Judge Y a n k ­
w ich . B u t not the C .L.U . F o r, 
though the judge has done a 
l it t le  free-speech suppressing 
h im se lf, i t  tu rns ou t tha t he is 
otherw ise and a fte r a ll. a ve ry

*  *  *

M arcus G raham  was a rre s t­
ed in  A p r il,  1919 charged w ith  
possessing ana rch is t lite ra tu re , 
and ordered deported to Cana­
da w hich refused to a d m it h im . 
Since 1919, G raham  has been 
repeated ly arrested , and on 
one occasion b ru ta lly  m a ltre a t­
ed. A rrested  again in  1937 he 
was charged w ith  being the 
ed ito r of M an. On January  14, 
1938 Judge Y ankw ich  sen­
tenced G raham  to 6 m onths fo r 
re fus ing  to te s tify  aga inst h im ­
self. Yankwdch’s sentence was 
reversed by the C irc u it C ourt 
of Appeals w hich rem anded the 
case to the low er co u rt to de­
cide upon w h ich  questions are 
se lf- in c rim in a tin g . G raham  is 
scheduled to appear before 
Y ankw ich  on M ay 8, and i t  is 
a lm ost a forgone conclusion 
th a t the sentence w il l  be re ­
newed.

edge closeness of the average 
A m erican  to the slow s ta rv a ­
tion  o f re lie f o r ch a rity , and 
the hopelessness of ever f in d ­
ing  secu rity  under cap ita lism . 
No m a tte r how g rea t his pov­
e rty , psycho log ica lly  the a ve r­
age A m erican  w o rk ing  m an 
fa ils  to recognize his m em ber­
ship in  the class to w h ich  he 
belongs econom ica lly .

Th is psychological condition, 
we add. is a d ire c t re flec tion  
o f the lack of a large re vo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a rty  in  the U n itdd  
States and a d ire c t p roo f of 
the need to spread m ore w ide ly 
the tra n s itio n a l p rog ram  of the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  in  o r ­
der to b ridge the gap between 
the w ork ing  m an ’s m enta l ou t­
look and his economic condi­
tion.

F ro m  a ca re fu lly  selected 
cross-section of persons in  a ll 
pa rts  of the U n ited  States—ex­
c lud ing  e n tire ly  fa rm e rs  and 
persons a c tu a lly  on re lie f—the 
In s titu te  de term ined th a t 35 
per cent of those who do the 
w ork in  A m erica  would be 
com pelled to app ly fo r re lie f 
w ith in  s ix  m onths’ tim e  or 
sooner i f  they lost th e ir p res­
ent jobs. Th is  group added to 
the 17 per cent now on re lie f 
constitu tes m ore than h a lf of 
w ha t D r. G a llup  c lassifies as 
the “ w o rk ing  popu la tion ”  of 
the U n ited  States.

In se cu rity  M a in  F a c to r
I t  is th is  nation-w ide insecur­

ity  o f the w orkers w h ich  p ro ­
vides the Im petus behind the 
m ovem ent fo r  old-age pen­
sions, fo r loans to home own­
ers. fo r  re lie f appropria tions, 
and fo r  la rge  pub lic  w orks. 
The In s titu te  states th a t i t  is 
th is  in se cu rity  w h ich  w il l  act 
as the decisive fa c to r on the 
polic ies of candidates, p la t­
fo rm s. and parties  in  the com ­
ing 1940 election.

The survey shows th a t out of 
every five  persons in te rv iew ed , 
one w ould have to app ly fo r 
re lie f w ith in  a m on th ’s tim e  or 
even sooner i f  he should lose 
his job tom orrow . I f  a ll such 
persons lost th e ir  jobs, points 
out the In s titu te , i t  w ould mean 
doubling the na tion 's  present 
re lie f load by M ay.

Another la rge  group, accord 
ing to the survey, could hold 
out fo r  a period between one 
m onth and s ix  m onths i f  they 
were to lose th e ir jobs im m e ­
d ia te ly .

These two groups plus those 
now on re lie f constitu te  52 per­
cent of the w o rk ing  population 
in the U n ited  States.

The greatest re la tive  inse­
c u r ity  exists among sk illed  
and unskilled  laborers. One 
th ird  of those questioned stated 
th a t they would have to apply 
fo r re lie f w ith in  one m onth. 
B u t the in se cu rity  line , shows 
the survey, is pe rilous ly  close 
fo r m any who belong to the 
w h ite -co lla r class—cle rks, o f­
fice  w orkers, etc.

Class L is tings
The p o lit ica l gap between the 

' haves”  and the “ have-nots" 
has been s tead ily  w idening 
states the G a llup  po ll, ye t 9 
out o f 10 considered them selves 
upon questioning as belonging

to the m idd le  class.
O nly one A m erican  in  16 

th inks o f h im se lf as a m em ber 
ot the “ lo w e r"  class (the G a l­
lup  poll should have read 
"w o rk in g ”  class) w h ile  o n ly  
another one in  s ixteen describes 
h im se lf as belonging to the up­
per class.

The Way O ut
I f  i t  w ere w ritte n  in  f ire  i t  

could no t be p la in e r than  the  
facts disclosed by th is  G a llup  
poll th a t A m e rica n  ca p ita lism  
is s taggering  a t the edge o f Its 
grave, tha t i t  can o ffe r no th ing  
but hunger, fea r, deso lation, 
m isery , sham efu l death upon a 
fo re ign b a ttle fie ld  ove r some 
s tockho lde r’s incom e. A m e ri­
can ca p ita lism  is shot w ith  de­
cay fro m  top to bottom . I t  rests 
upon noth ing but the m iscon­
ception o f the w o rk in g  m an 
th a t he is a m em ber o f a class 
th a t has become a lm ost non­
existent.

The construction  of soc ia lism  
offers the on ly escape fro m  
fear, pove rty , and in se cu rity . 
When the w orke rs  o f A m erica  
realize th is  fac t, when they  
have com pleted the tra n s it io n  
fro m  be liev ing  they can m ake 
good as wolves in  the f ig h t fo r  
p ro fits  to the unders tand ing  
th a t only co llec tive  action  fo r  
soc ia lism  can w in  se cu rity , 
then they w il l  sw ear lo y a lty  to 
th e ir own class, the g re a t and 
pow erfu l w o rk in g  class, and 
Roosevelt and the whole re ­
g im e he represents w il l  van ish  
like  a h o rr ib le  d ream .

New Courses Open 
In Y.P.S.L. School

The K a r l L iebknech t School 
of the Young People 's Socia l­
is t League, now at its  h a lf w ay 
point, plans to expand its  p ro ­
g ram  o f a c tiv itie s .

A new course w il l  be added 
next week to the tw o courses 
now runn ing . I t  w il l  consist o f 
three lectures, on the R ussian 
R evolu tion of 1917, the G erm an 
R evolu tion o f 1918-23, and the 
Chinese R evo lu tion  o f 1925-27. 
Comrade F e lix  M orrow , asso­
c ia te  ed ito r o f the Socia lis t 
Appeal w il l  lead th is  course.

E rnes t E rb e r, N a tiona l E du ­
ca tiona l D ire c to r o f ' the Y .P . 
S.L., is g iv in g  the course in  
the E lem ents o f M a rx is m . 
Comrade M . S. M ille r , F in a n ­
c ia l D ire c to r o f the N . Y . D iv i­
sion, is leading the lec tu res on 
O rgan iza tiona l P rob lem s.

Because of the dem and o f 
m em bers of the Y .P .S .L . and 
friends  of the le a g u e  fo r  a 
change of date, the L iebknech t 
School w il hold sessions on 
Saturday, beg inn ing w ith  A p r il 
15. The fo llow ing  is the tim e  
schedule fo r  the school:

1 P.M.-2 P .M .—E lem ents  o f
M a rx ism .

1 P.M .-2 P .M .—O rgan iza tion ­
al P rob lem s.

2 P.M.-3 P .M .— The Three 
Revolutions.

The classes are being held a t 
51 E as t 7th St. (basem ent), 
New Y o rk  C ity , the headquar­
te rs  o f the Sedov U n it o f the 
Y .P .S .L .

WEST COAST SEAMEN FACE THREAT
(Continued from  Page 1) 

fuse to accept the fin k  book in  
the f i r s t  p lace.

The fin k  book was defeated 
by th e ir de term ined resistance, 
although the defection of the 
C om m unist P a rty  - contro lled  
E ast Coast seamen resu lted in 
a p a rt ia l defeat fo r  the sea­
men, when the governm ent pu t 
through the system  of m aking  
a “ ce rtif ica te  of id e n tif ic a tio n ”  
—not a continuous discharge 
record, bu t inc lud ing  f in g e r­
p rin tin g , etc.—the on ly a lte rn a ­
tive to c a rry in g  a fin k  book.

Even th is  m om en ta ry  re tre a t 
by the governm ent d id  not last. 
I t  soon re turned to the a ttack, 
ea rly  in  1937, when i t  set up 
the U n ited  States M a rit im e  
Com m ission fo r the ostensible 
purpose of re h a b ilita tin g  the 
A m erican  m erchan t m arine .

In  the ca lcu la tions o f the ad­
m ira ls , the A m erican  m e r­
chant m arine  is considered an 
im p o rta n t ad junc t o f the N avy. 
In  a recen t rad io  address, A d ­
m ira l Land, ch a irm a n  of the 
M a r it im e  C om m ission ,declared 
tha t “ the backlog of the M e r­
chant M arine  A c t under w hich 
our com m ission functions is 
th a t the m e rchan t m arine  is 
an a u x ilia ry  o f the N a v y ."

And in accord w ith  th is  con­
ception, the M a r it im e  Com­
m ission announced its  labor 
po licy , the cen tra l po in t of 
w hich is : “ No d isc rim ina tion  
shall be made because of m em ­
bership or non-m em bership in 
any o rgan iza tion " on ships 
contro lled  by the com m ission. 
The usual fo rm u la  of a ll open- 
shop reactionaries!

In  o rde r to c a rry  out th is  
po licy  the com m ission opened 
its  own h ir in g  h a lls—fin k  ha lls  
the sa ilo rs  ca ll them —on the 
E as t Coast, to supp ly person­
nel fo r ships operated by the 
com m ission.

Lessons of L a s t W ar
The outbreak of the las t w ar 

found the A m erican  m erchan t 
m arine  in  a deplorable state. 
The num ber o f ships were in ­
adequate to m eet the re q u ire ­
ments of the w a r m achine and 
those in  serv ice  were fo r the 
m ost p a rt obsolete.

An em ergency bu ild ing  p ro ­
g ram  was in itia te d  under the 
d irec tion  of the Em ergency 
F le e t C orporation to m eet the 
need fo r add itiona l tonnage. 
Sea-service bureaus were es­
tablished to fa c ilita te  govern­
m ent con tro l of personnel and 
a tra in in g  ship p rog ram  was 
launched to tra in  seamen to 
m an the vessels. Thousands of 
raw  youth  were tra ined  in 
these schools. The em ergency 
cha rac te r of th is  p rog ram  re ­
sulted in a trem endous u’aste 
of men and m a te ria ls  and 
handicapped the w a r m achine.

The then leaders of the sea­
m en's unions co llabora ted  w ith  
the governm ent in  p rom oting  
the w ar. I t ,  was th e ir proud 
boast th a t not one w ork stop­
page or s tr ike  in te rfe red  w ith  
the conduct of the w a r. They 
were rew arded fo r th is  fa ith ­
fulness to the A m erican  cap i­
ta lis t class by hav ing  th e ir  
unions smashed in  1921 by the 
ve ry  m achine they had helped 
to bu ild , nam ely  the sea-ser­
v ice  bureaus, tra in in g  ships, 
etc. of the E m ergency F lee t 
C orporation.

P ro fit in g  by th e ir  e xp e ri­
ence in  the la s t w a r. the A m e r­
ican c a p ita lis t class under the 
guidance of Roosevelt is de te r­
m ined to be fu l ly  p repared fo r 
the com ing w a r. The E m e r­
gency F le e t C orporation, sea- 
service bureaus, tra in in g  ships, 
e tc., are now being duplicated 
in advance of the actua l o u t­
break of a rm ed co n flic t. An 
extensive bu ild ing  p rog ram  is

underw ay. The sea-service bu­
reaus of 1917—h ir in g  h a lls — 
have been established anew 
together w ith  tra in in g  ships, 
and a labor po licy  is  being ad­
vanced w h ich  is designed to 
reduce the seamen to the 
status of se rv ile  autom atons 
under N avy d isc ip line  and to 
destroy the m ili ta n t o rgan iza ­
tions w h ich  the seamen have 
b u ilt by hero ic s trugg le .

A t f i r s t  the M a r it im e  Com­
m ission pursued a cautious 
po licy . A few  fin k -h a lls  were 
opened on the east coast. The 
east coast seamen were d i­
vided. They d id  no t have the 
m ilita n t tra d it io n  o f s trugg le  
w hich characte rized  the grow th  
and developm ent o f the P a c ific  
Coast seamen. The S ta lin is ts  
were in  the leadersh ip  of the 
la rges t union, the N ationa l 
M a r it im e  Union, and by th is  
tim e  (1938-'39) the People's 
F ro n t h a ^  broadened out in to  
the D em ocra tic  F ro n t. There 
were now no m ore a rden t sup­
porte rs o f Roosevelt and a ll of 
his w orks than the f i r m  of 
B row der and Co. And one of 
Roosevelt’s p rize creations was 
the U n ited  States M a r it im e  
Commission.

S ta lin is ts  A id  G overnm ent
W hile  g iv in g  lip -se rv ice  to 

the f ig h t aga inst the C om m is­
sion's fin k  ha lls , the S ta lin is ts  
proceeded to “ f ig h t”  the fin k - 
ha lls—by o rde ring  the m em ­
bersh ip  o f the N .M .U . to “ pack 
the fin k -h a lls ” ! Thus the ad­
m ira ls  were assured o f a 
p le n tifu l supply of personnel to 
m an th e ir ships. So d ilig e n t 
were the lackeys o f the K re m ­
lin  in the app lica tion  o f th e ir  
po licy , th a t when West Coast 
seamen in New Y o rk  and B a lt i­
m ore th rew  a p ickp t line 
around the C om m ission ha lls , 
the S ta lin is ts  ordered th e ir

m en th rough  the line , contend­

ing th a t i t  “ was a ll a p lo t."  In ' 
add ition  to “ f ig h tin g ”  the fin k - 
ha ll by  he lp ing  i t  to function , 
the S ta lin is t s ta lw a rts  in  the 
leadership of the N .M .U . en­
dorsed the tra in ing -sh ip  p ro ­
g ram , m uch to the g ra t if ic a ­
tion of the a d m ira l in  charge 
who com plim ented  them  on 
th e ir “ s ta tesm ansh ip .”

B u t Seamen F ig h t
In  the m eantim e, however, 

the seamen on the P a c ific  
Coast ca rr ie d  on an u n re m it­
ting  strugg le  aga inst the Com ­
m iss ion ’s open-shop d rive  and 
gave notice th a t any a ttem p t 
to estab lish non-union h ir in g  
ha lls  on the W est Coast would 
resu lt in  a tie -up o f the en tire  
coast.

Since th e ir  success on the 
E ast Coast was achieved w ith  
such ease, the ad m ira ls  grew  
bolder. E a r ly  in  M arch  of th is  
year, the C om m ission an­
nounced th a t vessels owned 
and operated by the M a rit im e  
C om m ission w ould sa il ou t of 
the p o rt o f Seattle on the Seat­
tle -O rien t run , and th a t the 
"u s u a l”  labor p o licy  of the 
M a r it im e  C om m ission would 
p reva il. W hich m eant th a t the 
adm ira ls  were p re p a rin g  to in ­
vade the West Coast.

The reaction  of the West 
Coast seamen was im m ed ia te . 
The Sailors U nion of the P a -’ 
c if ic  m em bersh ip  m eeting  at 
headquarters (San F ranc isco) 
adopted a unanim ous reso lu­
tion  ca llin g  fo r a secret re fe r­
endum s tr ike  vote in  the event 
the M a r it im e  Com m ission 
opened up f in k  ha lls  on the 
west coast.

In  the face of th is  m ilita n t 
response of the S ailors, the 
S ta lin is ts  in  con tro l o f the once 
pow erfu l P a c ific  Coast “ M a r i­
tim e  F ed e ra tio n ” —w hich  now 
includes ne ithe r the sa ilo rs  nor 
the fire m e n —were seized w ith

panic. They had the im p u ­
dence to address a com m un i­
cation to the S.U .P. s ta ting  
th a t “ only those p icke t lines 
approved by the M a r it im e  
Federa tion  o f the P a c if ic  on 
th is  governm ent h ir in g  h a ll is ­
sue w if i ’fe&$p£ogtiifeed. ’ ’
- T n  e ffect, the u ltim a tu m  
m eant th a t on ly  those p icke t 
lines approved by the C om m u­
nist. P a rty  would be recognized. 
The Sailors U nion gave the 
B row der w reck ing  c rew  the 
answer they deserved and in  
a thorough exposure o f the 
role of the S ta lin is ts  as uno ffi­
c ia l hangm en fo r the Roose­
v e lt a d m in is tra tio n , to ld  them  
to go p lum b to h e ll!

A F ig h t to F in ish  
The W est Coast seamen are 

fu l ly  a live  to the th re a t o f the 
open-shop, union-sm ashing p ro ­
g ram  o f the M a r it im e  Com­
m ission and w ill f ig h t to  the 
end to m a in ta in  the in te g r ity  
of th e ir  organ iza tions. The 
S ta lin is ts  who so recen tly  
hoisted the w hite  fla g  o f su r­
render over M a d rid  a fte r s tab­
bing the Spanish w orkers  In  
the back w ith  the treacherous 
dagger of People ’s F ro n tism  
w il l  not succeed in  p lac ing  the 
hangm an's noose o f Demo­
c ra tic  F ro n tism  around the 
necks of the W est Coast sea­
men. The m a jo r ity  o f the sea­
men are aw are of wrho th e ir  
enemies are both w ith o u t and 
w ith in  and are thus doubly 
a rm ed fo r a fig h t to the fin ish .

L IV E ! F IG H T ! CO N Q U ER !
and have a sw e ll tim e  

w ith  the 
General Fund
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job  am i a decent wage fo r every w orke r.

2. Open the id le fac to ries—operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ contro l.

3. A T w e n ty -B illio n  do lla r F edera l pub lic  w orks 
and housing program .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty !  $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 
30-hour w eekly m a x im u m  fo r a ll w o rke rs  on

a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  

pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ixty F am ilie s .

7. A ll w a r funds to the unem ployed.

8. A people’s re fe rendum  on any and a ll w ars.

9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. An independent Labo r P a rty .

11. W orkers Defense Guards aga inst v ig ila n te  
and Fasc is t a ttacks

Behind Closed Doors
The agreement between the New Deal and 

the Old Deal, which accepted the $100,000,000 
W .P .A . figure voted by the House and thereby 
guaranteed mass cuts from W .l’.A., was made 
in the Sub-Committee of the Senate Appropria­
tions Committee during sessions held on 
Wednesday, A pril 5.

At these sessions. Colonel F. C. Harrington, 
head .of W .l’ .A., testified for several hours.

The sub-committee voted that the entire 
record o f the sessions, including all of Harring­
ton’s testimony, should be kept secret.

What went on behind the closed doors of the 
sub-committee? These skulking cowards, decid­
ing on a measure that means starvation for 
millions o f persons, do not dare let the people 
know the terms o f their conspiracies.

We demand that the full record he made 
public!

Let the people know, and judge the plot 
against the unemployed!

Answer W ith Pickets
In the first week of May, for the crime of 

being unemployed in a system that has no jobs, 
blue and orange food cards w ill be forced on all 
those now struggling to keep alive on relief in 
Rochester, New York, and Allentown. Pennsyl­
vania, and by June Ibis experiment on the unem­
ployed guinea pig w ill be extended to six cities 
o f about 300,000 population.

The only attempt yet made to ju s tify  the 
imposition of this orange and blue food card 
system by these miserable bureaucrats in charge 
o f the relief system, is that the 12,000,000 
unemployed Americans are not mentally compe­
tent to buy food for themselves when they are 
given cash instead o f a food card.

To this slander we have only oiie answer— 
militant picket lines and demonstrations before 
the headquarters of the relief bureaucrats.

'The unemployed do not need to wait until a 
bayonet is slim ed through I heir entrails while 
“ intelligently" lighting for capitalist profits to 
understand that the. money which is theirs is 
now being diverted by. Roosevelt into .the war 
machine and that this is the real reason for im­
posing1 the orange and blue food cards on the 
unemployed.

End Capitalist Control!
The power of labor lies exclusively in its own 

organizations, its own methods of struggle, its 
own militancy, its disregard for all limitations 
imposed by the capitalists.

This great basic truth of the labor movement 
is clearly confirmed hv examining the history 
of legislative and court struggles between the 
working class and the capitalist class.

The Sherman Anti-T rust .Act was forced 
through Congress by a militant forward surge 
o f mass revolt against the industrial monopolies. 
The capitalist courts promptly set about to twist 
and to "define,"- to "interpret" the Act. N a t­
urally they did so in the interests of the capital 
ist class. They converted the. Act into a power­
ful weapon against labor.

T h a i labor forced the Clayton Act through a

hostile Congress, specifically exempting trade 
unions from the provisions of the Sherman Act. 
When the militancy of the labor movement died 
down and the capitalist judicial machinery no 
longer feared that labor would strike back, the 
Clayton Act promptly went through a scries of 
“ definitions”  and "interpretations”  by judges 
who finished by converting the Clayton Act into 
another powerful weapon against labor.

Now we learn that the legislation being pre­
pared by the LaFollette C ivil Liberties Com­
mission, which specifically condemns the em­
ployers’ use of violence, terror, and blood-shed 
against the workers— will be turned into a new 
weapon against the workers!

A group of Senators have already announced 
that they w ill attempt to utilize this legislation—  
not against the employers— but against the 
unions, to restrict them, to place greater “ re­
sponsibility”  upon them instead o f allowing the 
“ regulation to fall upon the employers.”

When labor was m ilitant, began demanding 
its just rights, and raised its mighty fist in reply 
to the violence o f the employers, then investiga­
tions of the employers were held by Congres­
sional committees,, the truth about machine guns, 
tear gas, professional thugs and spies in indus­
try  exposed, and the capitalist courts were as 
silent over the legality o f sit-down strikes as 
hangmen when a prison is torn down by an 
angry populace.

Now that the judicial and legislative arms of 
the capitalist class think that labor has gone 
back to sleep, they arc again busily engaged in 
tying new nooses for labor.

The Supreme Court decision against sit- 
down strikes, the Apex case awarding the em­
ployers a monstrous sum for alleged damages 
by the union, flic conversion of the LaFollette, 
legislation into an employer weapon— all these 
open attacks against labor come because labor’s 
militancy has subsided.

The laboring man has only one way of pro­
tecting his right to live as a human being and 
that is through the m ilitant action of his own 
class.

'f lic  workers with the aid o f the poor farmers 
must put into power their own government. 
That is the only way to smash forever the capi­
talist courts, the capitalist legislative bodies, and 
capitalist control o f the lives of the workers.

Youth Has a Future
The frontiers o f enterprise for American 

youth have reached their final development 
under capitalism ami youth no longer has a 
future in capitalist America.

This in essence is the conclusion one may 
draw from the words o f Dr. Caroline B. Zachry 
of the Progressive Education Association, who 
spoke at a luncheon meeting o f the National 
Board o f the Young Women’s Christian Asso­
ciation on A pril 5 in New York City and made 
public the findings of her five-year study of 
American boys and girls.

American youth is apathetic, with a defeatist, 
hopeless feeling about their future, she stated. 
There is no place for youth in industry, in the 
professions, or in other areas. A  grave situation 
has thus arisen; the boys and girls, afraid that 
they cannot be absorbed by society in a con­
structive capacity, are just shuffling along, 
without any sort of philosophy, without any 
hope for the future.

How very easy, she concluded, it would be 
for a I fille r or any one else who came along with 
a program involving youth to get hold of this 
group!

What Dr. Zachry says about American youth 
is absolutely true. And it does not take five 
years’ study to discover it. Any college, any 
high school, any grammar school graduate can 
hear witness to the unutterable hopelessness of 
the future under capitalism, the unbearable 
dreariness o f endlessly hunting for a place that 
does not exist.

A ll the expanding frontiers that capitalism 
once offered to youth with imagination, daring, 
and intelligence have finished expanding. Capi­
talism no longer needs youth, no longer wants 
youth for productive purposes. The hoys and 
girls o f America have become a major source 
o f danger to the American p ro fit machine. 
American capitalism under a Roosevelt democ­
racy or under an American H itle r has nothing 
but death on a shameful battlefield to offer its 
youth.

The new frontiers which are opening up for 
youth are the frontiers o f socialism. Socialism 
offers a new way of looking at the world, a new 
wav of fighting for honor, for glory, for truth.

American youth, there is a place for your 
abilities! There is a future for you— in the 
great emancipating struggle for a new w o rld !

In the revolutionary movement the greatest 
tasks ever to face the young people in history 
need all your intelligence, all your devotion, all 
your idealism, all your strength, all your cour­
age and daring and self-sacrifice. Here there is 
a place for you. Here there is a future.

Shining banners stand at the head o f the 
coming American revolution. Join its forces in 
hastening the victorious da\ ! Join the revolu­
tionary American workers in smashing capital­
ism and building a new society that does have 
a future!

Courts Invent Means To Break 
Strikes When Employers Cannot

The Apex Decision Is Only the Most Recent Instance 
In a Long Series of Measures Taken by the Judicial 
Arm of Capitalism to Handcuff Organized Labor Action

By F E L IX  MORROW
The decision of U. S. D is tr ic t 

Judge W. H . K irk p a tr ic k , im ­
posing n e a rly  th ree-quarte rs of 
a m illio n  do lla rs  as pun itive  
damages aga inst the P h ilade l­
phia hosie ry w orkers, and the 
recent U. S. Supreme Court de­
cision in  the Fansteel case o u t­
law ing  sit-dowm strikes , are un­
doubtedly the opening guns o f 
a new ba ttle  of the judges 
aga inst the labor m ovem ent.

B u t i f  th is  ba ttle  gives every 
sign of being a p a rt ic u la r ly  
m urderous onslaught of the be- 
robed gen try  aga inst the w o rk ­
ers, the w ar its e lf has scarcely- 
abated at any tim e  since the 
ra ilro a d  s tr ikes  of 1877 scared 
the w its  out of the bosses and 
sent them  scu rry in g  behind the 
ju d ic ia l s k ir ts  fo r pro tection.

F la g ra n t, indeed, has been 
the h is to ry  o f ju d ic ia l s tr ik e ­
b re a k in g . So fla g ra n t, th a t 
even the em inen tly  respectable 
and conserva tive  authors, John 
R. Commons and associates, in  
th a t s tandard  w ork, “ H is to ry  
of La b o r in  the U n ited  States,”  
describe i t  in  these te rm s: 

“ When em ployers discovered 
th a t they could not place com ­
plete re liance  upon the execu­
tive  o ffice rs  of the d em ocra ti­
ca lly  con tro lled  state, they 
turned to the courts  fo r pro tec­
tion. The la tte r responded by 
developing a code of trade 
union law , w h ich , having fo r  its  
cornerstone a resurrected  doc­
tr in e  o f m a lic ious conspiracy 
as applied to labor com bina­
tions and, fo r its  weapon, the 
in junc tion , proceeded to out­
law  the boycott, to m a te ria lly  
c ircum scribe  the r ig h t to 
s tr ike , and even to tu rn  against 
labo r the Federa l statutes 
w h ich  had been o r ig in a lly  d i­
rected against ra ilw a y  and in ­
d u s tr ia l m onopoly.”  (H is to ry  
of Labor, 1926 ed., Vol. I I ,  p. 
530.)

D am ning  as is th is  ca lm ly - 
wordeef in d ic tm e n t o f the ju d i­
c ia ry , the m ost sketchy outline 
o f the actua l events w ill show 
th a t i t  is an under-statem ent.

T H E  F IR S T  P H A S E :
P O LIC E  COURTS

When the w orkers f i r s t  began 
to re vo lt aga inst the s lave ry  of 
the open shop .in the 1870's and 
1880's, the courts speedily came 
to the aid o f the bosses. The 
f ir s t  extensive use in labor d is ­
putes of such c r im in a l charges 
as " in c it in g  to r io t , ”  “ obs truc t­
ing  the s tre e ts ,”  “ in tim id a ­
tio n ”  and “ trespass.”  dates 
fro m  th is  period. “ Convictions 
were frequen t and penalties 
often severe .”  The use o f c r im ­
ina l fram e-ups reached a c l i­
m ax in  the m u rd e r convictions 
and executions of the H aym ar- 
ket m a rty rs  in  1886.

B u t such o rd in a ry  c r im in a l 
charges were not su ffic ie n t to 
hold back the g row ing  labor 
m ovem ent. The w illin g  judges 
proceeded to inven t m ore com ­
plex and m ore e ffec tive  wea­
pons. F o r ,of course, the bosses 
were not seeking to p reven t v i ­
olence. bu t to p reven t s trikes, 
p icke ting , and boycott. Since 
the r ig h t to organize and s tr ike  
was a lready  recognized, the 
judges had the prob lem  of con­
ceding the le g a lity  o f trade- 
un ionism  w hile  ou tlaw ing  the 
actua l substance of unionism .

They did so by a series of in -to  cu rb  monopolies under the
genious inventions.
T H E  IN JU N C TIO N  
AND  ITS  A L IB I

Labo r in junc tions  f i r s t  were 
used extensive ly in  the 1890's. 
To ju s tify  th e ir issuance, the 
judges had to develop a whole 
body of judge-m ade law . Three 
' p r in c ip le s ”  thus developed 
were especia lly  im p o rta n t:

1. “ P reven ting  irre p a ra b le  
in ju ry  to p ro p e rty .”  How ju s t i­
fy  issuing in junc tions  fo r th is  
purpose where, obviously, the 
boss' p rope rty  was in no dan­
ger? B y expanding the concept 
of p ro p e rty !

A s tr ike  did no t endanger the 
boss’ physica l p roperty?  B ut, 
said the learned judges, the 
boss had o ther p rope rty  in ­
vo lved: his expectancy of re ­
ta in ing  the serv ice  of old em ­
ployees and of ob ta in ing  new 
ones, said the judges, m ay be 
called a p rope rty  r ig h t! Since 
the s tr ike  in te rfe red  w ith  tha t, 
i t  was ille g a l, hence an in ju n c ­
tion  was Issued.

A boycott doesn’t  endanger 
the em p loyer's  phys ica l p rop ­
e rty?  B u t i t  underm ines the 
p ro fitab le  re la tions w h ich  the 
em ployer has w ith  his custom ­
ers— i.e., the boycott is  e ffec­
tive!^—and these re la tions, de­
cided the judges, were p ro p e r­
ty  rig h ts  !

Th is brazen expansion of the 
concept of p rope rty  was f irs t 
fu lly  fo rm u la ted  in New Jersey 
in the B a rr  case in 1893 and 
has served the bosses ever 
since.

2. “ U n la w fu l consp iracy .”
Even the new concept of p rop ­
e rty  was not enough alone to 
ju s tify  in junc tions , fo r i t  was 
w e ll established in  law  th a t no 
redress can be had fo r losses 
due to the exercise by others 
(the unions) of th a t w h ich  they 
had a la w fu l r ig h t to  do. I f  
s tr ikes  and p icke ting  were le ­
gal. the bosses had to su ffe r 
the consequences. To c irc u m ­
vent th is  s im p le  tru th , the 
judges proceeded to define e i­
the r the ob ject of the s tr ike , or 
some of the means em ployed, 
as un law fu l. F o r th is  purpose 
they dug up th ^  old comm on 
law  against conspiracies and 
proceeded by a rb itra ry  d e fin i­
tion to define e ithe r means or 
ends of s trikes as un law fu l con­
sp iracies.

In  m any cases judges were 
crude enough to say th a t a ll in ­
te rference w ith  the business of 
em ployers constitu tes consp ir­
acy. M ore suavely, they de c la r­
ed th a t in te rfe rence  is p rim a  
fac ie  un law fu l bu t m ay be ju s ­
t if ie d —i.e.. i f  the union's de­
mands were acceptable to the 
judge, then the s tr ike  was la w ­
fu l. i f  not i t  was u n la w fu l!

HOW T H E Y  USE 
T H E  SH ER M AN  ACT

3. To these tw o obviously 
judge-m ade weapons was soon 
added the one w hich has ju s t 
been used in the case against 
the P h ilade lph ia  hosiery union. 
The Serm an A n ti-T ru s t A c t of 
1890 was a law  against indus­
tr ia l monopolies, adopted p r i ­
m a r ily  as the re su lt o f a g ra r i­
an discontent. To “ a p p ly ”  i t  to 
unions was and is the m ost a r ­
b itra ry  judge-m ade “ la w .”  The 
Sherm an A c t ostensib ly sought

Federa l power to contro l in te r ­
state com m erce: convictions 
were to be secured by find ing  
monopolies to be “ res tra in ing  
com m erce .”

B u t du ring  the g rea t P u llm an 
s tr ike  and boycott led by E u ­
gene V. Debs in  1893, judges 
proceeded to issue in junc tions  
by c itin g  the unions as re ­
s tra in in g  com m erce and there ­
fore v io la tin g  the Sherm an 
A c t! T h e rea fte r th is  ju d ic ia l 
“ in te rp re ta tio n ”  became a ba­
sic an ti-labo r weapon.

In  1908 in  the D anbury H a t­
ters case, the judges f ir s t  ap­
plied the pun itive  dam age p ro ­
vis ions of the Sherman A c t to 
unions and union m em bers, the 
life  savings of severa l hundred 
m em bers being attached to sa t­
is fy  the s taggering  tr ip le  dam ­
ages awarded by app ly ing  the 
a n ti-tru s t law . Th is  is  the p rec­
edent fo r the present case 
aga inst the P h ilade lph ia  hos­
ie ry  union.

T H E  “ M A G N A  C IIA R T A  
OF LA B O R ”

As the resu lt o f a na tiona l 
wave o f labor revo lt. Congress 
in 1914 passed the C layton A ct, 
expressly exem pting  unions 
fro m  the a n ti- tru s t laws. Gom- 
pers hailed i t  as the “ Magna 
C harta  of L a bo r.”  B u t i t  made 
lit t le  change in the in ju n c tio n  
racke t, fo r  the judges w h ittle d  
i t  away by in te rp re ta tio n : the 
fin a l p roo f o f th is  was the in ­
junctions w h ich  A tto rney  Gen­
e ra l D augherty  obta ined in 
1922 aga inst the ra ilw a y  shop­
m en ’s s tr ike —the m ost sweep­
ing  in junc tion  ever issued up to 
th a t tim e , abso lute ly ou tlaw ing 
the s tr ike .

E ve ry  a tte m p t o f the trade  
unions to free them selves fro m  
the m urderous onslaught o f the 
judges, by securing  new leg is­
la tion , has been thw a rted  by 
brazen ju d ic ia l “ in te rp re ta ­
tio n ”  o f the “ in te n t”  o f Con­
gress or the leg is la tu res. The 
leg is la to rs , of course, connive 
w ith  the judges, p rov id ing  loop­
holes in  the w r it in g  of the laws. 
A c tu a lly  there  Is a d iv is ion  of 
labor here: the leg is la to rs  
y ie ld  to labo r's  demand on oc­
casion, w ith  the assurance th a t 
the judges w il l  go on as before 
on the basis o f the ingenu ity  
they have em ployed a lw ays in 
s id ing  w ith  ca p ita l aga inst la ­
bor.

W hile, as every trade  un ion­
is t knows fro m  his own expe ri­
ence, i t  is ta c t ic a lly  advisable 
in s tr ike  s trugg les to re ta in  as 
m uch as possible the fo rm a li­
ties of le g a lity , the basic fa c t 
rem a ins : the judges, tools of 
the bosses, define w ha t is legal. 
Hence, to stake eve ry th ing  on 
le g a lity  means to give up the 
fig h t aga inst the bosses. T ha t 
is w hy labo r m us t s trugg le  on 
the basis o f the conv ic tion  th a t 
the r ig h ts  of the w o rk in g  class 
are h igher than any judge- 
made law .

=   
=  (
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M A K IN G  IT  
TOUGH FOR F IN K S
E d ito r :

Back in the days when Tom  
Mooney was an organ izer fo r 
the M oulders U nion, he e m ­
ployed a sw e ll idea fo r tra c k ­
ing down s tr ike  - breakers. 
Mooney would s it on a m otor 
cycle  outside a s tru ck  plant 
and w a it .u n t i l  the scabs had 
q u it w ork  fo r the day. A fte r 
w atch ing  them  p ile  in to  a 
tru ck , he w ould fo low  i t  to the 
house w h ich  the bosses had 
provided. Mooney w ould then 
organize a p icke t line  and 
have i t  parade in  fro n t of the 
boarding house u n til the land­
lady got sore enough to order 
the finks  to get the hell out.

W ell, here in  St. Lou is the 
unions have been using a s im i­
la r tac tic  aga inst w orkers who 
refuse to sign up. F o r the past 
few weeks, the U nited E le c tr i­
ca l. R adio and M achine W ork­
ers and the Cosmetic and 
Chem ical Local a ff il ia te d 'w ith  
the U n ited  M ine W orkers, d is ­
t r ic t  50. have been p icke ting  
the homes of de linquent and 
non-union w orkers. The Lea th ­
er and Luggage W orkers 
U nion, a ffilia te d  w ith  the 
A m algam ated  C lo th ing W ork­
ers. sent out a notice th a t be­
g inn ing  M arch  6 i t  would 
p icke t the homes of non-union 
w orkers of the H erbe rt and 
M eisel T ru n k  Com pany, w ith  
w hich the union has a. con tract.

T h is  angle in  union organ iza­
tion  has proved its e lf a big 
success. H . V .-R .
St. Lou is, M o.

THO M AS IS 
CONFUSED A G A IN

E d ito r :
N orm an Thom as is confused’ 

again. A ccord ing to “ La  Voz”  
A p ril 4. Thom as was try in g  to 
m ake c lea r his position on 
Puerto R ico s  strugg le  against, 
ty ranny , a t the Open F o rum  
oi the U n ive rs ity  of Indiana 
last M onday, when a Puerto 
R ican student named Jose A n ­
tonio Gonzalez im p a tie n tly  in ­
te rjected  a demand fo r a c lear 
answ er: fo r o r aga inst inde 
pendence?

M r. Thom as, although capa­
ble enough a t describ ing  the 
ho rro rs  of Yankee im p e ria lis t 
ru le  in  the is land, was at. a loss 
when asked about ju s t what 
action to take aga inst it .  The 
listeners m ust have fe lt the ir 
heads w h ir l when they heard 
Thom as answ er: “ I f  I  were 
you. and were convinced th a t 
independence would not func­
tion adequately in  these tim es.
1 w ould toss a coin between 
statehood and autonom y under 
the U . S. fla g . 1 w ould rest 
content w ith  the la t te r . ”

Anyone who ca lls  h im se lf a 
“ S oc ia lis t.”  and a “ leade r,”  no 
less, and yet. doesn't stand 
c le a rly  and fo r th r ig h tly  fo r the 
unconditiona l freedom  of the 
oppressed colonia l peoples is 
e ithe r a. m iserab le  fool o r a 
tra ito r  to the to ilin g  masses 
whom he professes to lead.

D IE G O  M O N TA N E Z. 
New Y o rk

To Honor Tresca 
On His Fortieth 
Year As Militant

(S p e c ia l to  the. S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
N E W  Y O R K  — F riends  of 

C arlo  Tresca are ce leb ra ting  
his 60th b irth d a y  and the an­
n ive rsa ry  of his 40th year of 
service to the labor m ovem ent 
w ith  h im  a t a tes tim on ia l d in ­
ner and dance to be held on 
F rid a y , A p r il 14 a t I rv in g  
Plaza.

Everyone in the labor m ove­
ment. knows of his tire less 
strugg le  fo r c iv il libe rtie s , and 
in the cause of trade  unionism . 
Those who took p a rt w ith  h im  
in the Law rence, Paterson, and 
Mesaba Range s tr ike s  can nev­
er fo rg e t th is  f ig h te r fo r the 
w ork ing  class.

A lw ays on the side o f the op­
pressed. he th rew  h im se lf 
w holehearted ly in to  the w ork 
in behalf of v ic tim s  o f c a p ita l­
is t persecution and the strugg le  
fo r c iv il libe rtie s . Hundreds of 
m ilita n ts , fram ed-up by the ca­
p ita lis t courts  rem em ber th a t 
i t  was C arlo Tresca th a t was 
among the f ir s t  to ra lly  to the ir 
defense. O utstanding was his 
work in the Sacco- Vanzet.ti. 
Sacram ento, and G reco-C arillo  
case's.

Am ong the sponsors of the 
d inner are John Dewey, Roger 
B a ldw in , A l b e r t  G oldm an, 
John Dos Passos. John F. 
F in e rty , A rtu ro  G io va n n itti, 
James R o rty , Adolph Held. 
George Novak. B en jam in  Stol- 
berg, N orm an Thom as, Oswald 
Garrison V illa  rd and Louis 
W aldm an.

Reservations to w ine, dine, 
and dance w ith  C arlo Tresca 
m ay be made by m a il through 
V incent A lvano, banquet tre a ­
sure r, a t Room 414. 96 F if th  
Avenue, New Y o rk  C ity , a t tw o 
do lla rs  per person.

An in te resting  dispute arose d u ring  m y recent 
debate w ith  M r. Joseph Shaplen. of the Social 
D em ocra tic  Federa tion , on the sub ject: "H a s  B o l­
shevism  F a ile d ? ”  I t  re la ted  to the t r ia l  o f the 
tw e lve  leaders of the Russian Social R evo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  who were convicted o f coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  
a c tiv itie s  by the Soviet co u rt in  Moscow, 1922.

In  w ha t I  considered a hopeless e ffo r t to prove 
th a t the S ta lin is t reg im e d iffe rs  in  no essential 
fro m  the Soviet reg im e of L e n in ’s tim e , M r. Shap­
len declared th a t the recent Moscow fram e-ups 
aga inst the so-called T ro tsky is ts  had th e ir  o rig in  
in  “ id e n tica l'' fram e-ups organized by Len in  and 
T ro tsky  in 1922 aga inst the Social R evo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  leaders—A braham  Gotz. Eugene Tim ofeyev., 
Eugenia  R a tner, G endelm an, Donskoy, N iko la i 
Ivanov and h a lf a dozen others.

M y  re p ly  was th a t the tw o tr ia ls  had noth ing in 
com m on. The S.R. leaders no t on ly expressed 
fre e ly  and v igo rous ly  th e ir irre conc ilab le  opposi­
tion  to the Soviet reg im e, and not only a d m it te d -  
even boasted of—th e ir  a rm ed strugg le  to o ve r­
th row  it, and th e ir  in ten tion  to resum e i t  w henever 
they considered i t  possible and expedient, bu t also 
adm itted  th a t they had w orked together w ith  the 
A llie d  im p e ria lis ts .

The la tte r p a rt o f m y rep ly  was especia lly ch a l­
lenged by Shaplen, who im p ru d e n tly  stam ped i t  
a p a rt o f w ha t he ca lled the “ T ro ts k y is t school o f 
fa ls if ic a tio n .”  He insisted on his challenge, even 
a fte r I  had called a tten tion  to m y docum entary 
re ference, w ith  w h ich  he was acquain ted—i f  one 
m ay be p e rm itted  to d raw  such a conclusion a fte r 
seeing a m arked copy of the docum ent in  his 
hands d u ring  the debate.

Because i t  has an im portance  fa r  beyond th a t of 
p rov ing  a, casual deba te r’s po in t. I  sha ll quote the 
docum ent here. I t  is not w ritte n  by the S ta lin is ts : 
i t  is not w r itte n  by the Bolsheviks. I t  is an o ff ic ia l 
pub lica tion  c f the Social R evo lu tiona ry  p a rty  itse lf. 
The E ng lish  ed ition  is ca lled  “ The Tw elve  Who 
A re  to D ie ,”  and was published by the “ D elega­
tion  of the P a rty  of S oc ia lis t-R evo lu tion is ts ”  in  
B e rlin , 1922.

Kautsky and Vandervelde Testify
L e t us hear f ir s t  fro m  K a r l K a u tsky , who w rote  

an in troduc tion  to the brochure :
“ The Socia l-D em ocracy was never averse to the 

use of vio lence in resistance aga inst v io le n t perse­
cution. I t  s im p ly  made the a d v is a b ility  o f the use 
o f such vio lence cond itiona l upon considerations of 
purpose and the p o ss ib ility  of success. I f  the So­
c ia l-D em ocracy found itse lf in  d isagreem ent w ith  
the S ocia lis t-R evo lu tion is ts  in  th is  regard , i t  was 
not fro m  considerations of p rin c ip le  bu t of ta c ­
t ic s .”  <p. 9.»

No comment..
Now let. us hear fro m  the la te  E m ile  Vander­

velde. the B c 'g ian  socia l-dem ocra tic  a tto rney fo r 
the defendants in  the t r ia l :

“ The S ocia lis t-R evo lu tion is ts  Isay the Bolshev­
ik s ! waged an arm ed strugg le  aga inst the Soviet 
G ove rnm en ts . She „^om a lis t-R e vo lu tio n is ts  a d m it 
th is  as an undeniable h is to ric  fa c t .”  <p. 62.)

No com m ent.
L e t us hear fu r th e r fro m  defendant A braham  

G otz ’s s ta tem en t du ring  the t r ia l  its e lf:
“ A fte r the O ctober coup d ’e ta t Ithe  Bolshevik 

re vo lu tio n !, we considered i t  ou r bounden du ty  to 
wage arm ed resistance aga inst the usurpers of 
power, who signed the B re s t-L ito vsk  peace and 
were ready to accept o ther com prom ises leading 
to the enslavem ent o f the Russian people, who had 
ju s t th row n  o ff the fe tte rs  o f C za ris l ru le .”  (p. 65.)

A ga in  no com m ent.

S. R/s Plead Guilty As Charged
B u t w ha t about S.R. co llabora tion  w ith  the fo r ­

eign im p e ria lis ts  in  the a tte m p t to ove rth row  the 
Soviet reg im e by force? L e t us lis ten  to defendant 
T im o fe ye v ’s co u rt s ta tem en t:
“ They l-the K erensky governm ent and the S .R .'s i 
regarded R ussia ’s continued p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
I im p e ria lis t! w a r as essential, and in  basing th e ir 
p rog ram  upon soc ia lis t ideas of peace they hoped 
to w rest a t the fu tu re  peace conference conditions 
o f peace acceptable to Russia. The B res t-L itovsk  
tre a ty , concluded in  1918, made continued coopera­
tion w ith  the A llie s  fo r sa lva tion  of our coun try  
fro m  G erm an im p e ria lism , supported by the 
Soviet governm ent, doubly essentia l. O ur re la tions 
w ith  the A llie s  continued up to the G erm an revo lu ­
tio n .”  (p. 66.) T h a t is, up to N ovem ber, 1918— at 
least!

And f in a lly , fro m  the o ff ic ia l dec la ra tion  in  the 
brochure by the F o re ign  D elegation of the S.R. 
p a r ty :

“ In  the sum m er of 1918. the c o n flic t o f the G ov­
e rnm en t aga inst the people assumed the fo rm  of 

.c iv i l  w ar. The S.R. p a rty  was on the side of the 
'people  1 A h e m ! J. On the Volga and in  the U ra ls , i t  
organized peasants' and w orkm en 's  reg im ents, 
which fough t against, the Bolsheviks on the so-ca ll­
ed F ro n t of the C onstituent Assem bly. They were 
helped by the Czecho s lovak  legions, fo rm ed fro m  
w a r prisoners, w h ich  T ro tsky  had tr ie d  to d isa rm  
on the demand of im p e ria l G e rm a n y .”  <p. 114.)

W hatever M r. Shaplen m ay assert 20 years 
la te r, i t  nevertheless rem ains true  th a t the Social 
R evo lu tion is ts  them selves d id ' no t even try  to 
m ake a secret of the fa c t—denied by nobody at 
th a t tim e : denied today only by those who count 
on popu lar am nesia—th a t (1) they had taken up 
arm s in  the hope of o ve rtu rn ing  the Soviet reg im e. 
(2) they had w orked as tools of A llie d  im p e ria lism  
(L loyd  George. Po incare. W ilson and Co.) and its 
Czech legions, and <3) one o f th e ir a im s was to 
d rive  exhausted, peace-th irs ting  Russia back into 
the im p e ria lis t w ar.

Workers' State Must Defend Itse lf
Under the c ircum stances, the S.R. p a rty  had as 

m uch r ig h t to Soviet le g a lity  and to le ra tion  as 
would a gang of B r itis h  Tories  who sought to open 
up headquarters in  Boston and appeal fo r re c ru its  
and arm s du ring  the A m erican  R evolu tion.

A w o rke rs ’ state, governed by one o r m ore p a r­
ties, has no r ig h t to suppress o ther w o rk ing  class 
organizations fo r th e ir p o lit ica l views. I t  has an 
e lem en ta ry  r ig h t and du ty  to act w ith  the u tm ost 
v ig o r and r ig o r aga inst any group, no m a tte r w hat 
i t  ca lls  itse lf, w h ich takes up a rm s against it. 
D oubly so i f  the group in question works hand in 
glove, as did the S.R.s, w ith  dom estic o r fo re ign  
cap ita lism .

Apart, fro m  tncidenta l and secondary e rro rs — 
w hich, of course, our good socia l dem ocrats never 
com m it— th a t was the course fo llowed by the B o l­
sheviks in  the period of Len in  and T ro tsky . The 
record  proves i t  conclus ive ly . And no am ount o f 
s tu tte r in g  o r b lus te ring  can ob lite ra te  th a t record .


