
Workers 
of the World 

Unite!
Socialist Appeal

O ffic ia l Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International — Issued Twice Weekly

Build
Workers Defense 

Guards!

VOL. I l l — No. 2. 'R ID AY , A P R IL  7, 1939 3c a Copy

BRITAIN TRYING 
TO MEND FENCES 
WITH NEW BLOC

But Leaves Itself 
An Out In Case 

Of Need

USSR STRADDLING
In ¡i som ew hat ta r tly  e ffo rt 

to re p a ir some of the fences so 
badly smashed by H it le r 's  re 
cent d rives , B ritis h  d ip lom acy 
was try in g  th is  week to b ring  
Poland and R um ania in to  a 
bloc aga inst G erm any.

Th is  took the fo rm  of a B r it 
ish pledge to come to the aid 
o f Poland in case the Poles re 
sisted any a ttack  on th e ir “ in 
dependence." A s im ila r  pledge, 
supplem ented by an o ffe r of a 
loan of hard  cash, was being 
o ffe red  to R um an ia , to p revent 
the sweeping G srm an-R um a- 
nian trade  pact of two weeks 
ago fro m  becom ing opera tive . 
F rance  has a lready signed a 
pact of its  own w ith  R um ania  
lo r  the same purpose and also 
announced th a t i t  would share 
B r ita in ’s pledges of aid.

B r itis h  “ P rom ises”
The press hum m ed w ith  re 

ports  of a "s h a rp  d e p a rtu re " in 
B r it is h  fo re ign  po licy, conven i
en tly  fo rg e ttin g  the solemn 
"p ledges '' B r ita in  made to Aus
tr ia  and Czecho-Slovakia and 
w h ich  proved to be w ithou t 
substance when the showdown 
cam e. T h a t th is  prom ise is 
worded m ore e x p lic it ly  w ill not 
m ake i t  any ha rd e r to break.

The day a fte r C ham berla in  
made his p rom ise in  Commons, 
the London T im es — the rea l 
m outhpiece o f the B r itis h  pol 
icy m a k e rs —expla ined th a t the 
pledge did not cover "e v e ry  
inch of the present fro n tie rs  of 
P o la n d ," m eaning th a t B r ita in  
w ould no t fig h t fo r Danzig or 
the Po lish  C orrido r.

i t  was in d ig n a n tly  denied the 
next day tha t th is  represented 
any o ff ic ia l B r it is h  v ie w —but 
the same k ind o f denials were 
made las t P a ll when the T im es 
e d ito r ia lly  advocated the ces
sion of the Sudentenland to 
H it le r , accu ra te ly  fo recasting 
the actua l po licy  th a t was la te r 
ca rr ie d  out by C ham berla in . 
On M onday C ham berla in  " r e 
a ff irm e d "  his pledge to Poland 
and then plunged in to  ta lks 
w ith  Jozef Beck, the w ily  Po 
lish  fo re ign  m in is te r, to see 
w hether Poland would take the 
ba it.

Both Poland and R um ania , 
gasping under pow erfu l G e r
m an pressure against th e ir 
m id r iffs , were not w ho lly  p re 
pared to accept the pro ffe red  
deal so long as they could not 
be sure th a t they too w ould tot 
be th row n  to the H it le r ite  
wolves if  i t  su ited the conveni
ence o f pe rfid ious A lb ion  a t 
some fu tu re  date.

Moscow's Position
The m a jo r unknown quan tity  

rem ained the position of the 
S ta lin  governm ent in  Moscow. 
F o rm a lly . Moscow was le ft en
tire ly  ou t of these negotiations 
fo r  a new bloc. U n o ffic ia lly  the 
B r itis h  said they fe lt  ce rta in  
they could "co u n t on Soviet co
o p e ra tio n ." W hether they could 
count on suco cooperation was 
s t i l l  ve ry  much of an open 
question. W a lte r D u ra n ty 's  d is 
patches to I he New Y ork  T im es 
continued to speak of "a n  in 
creas ing ly  contem ptuous lone 
tow ard  F rance and B r ita in "  in  
high Soviet- t : i  tie s .

"C u rio u s ly  enough." w rote 
D u ru n ty . " th e re  is no e d ito ria l 
m ention in the Soviet press of 
H it le r 's  speech” — re fe rr in g  to 
the Fuehre r's  la test bellicose 
utte rance a t W ilheJmshaven on 
the occasion of the launching of 
a new 35.000-ton ba ttlesh ip .

An “ U n lik e ly "  E ven t
" I t  seem s." he added, " th a t 

(he Russians do not expect 
H e rr H it le r  to  make any v io 
lent d rive  fo r Danzig or fo r the 
. P o lish ) C o rrido r. I f  he does, 
and if  the Poles res is t by a rm s, 
and if  B r ita in  considers th a t a 
cause fo r w a r—there are a lo t 
of hypotheses here—in th a t 
event Russia w ill support 
F rance , B r ita in  and Poland 
w ith  every means in her 
power. T h a t event seems un
lik e ly ."

In  o ther words. D u ran ty  is 
saying  th a t it  1 is much more 
lik e ly  th a t H it le r ’s advance 
w ill continue and th a t S ta lin  
w ill find  some basis of agree
ment w ith  h im . A t the same 
tim e, tak ing  no m ore chances 
than he lias to, S ta lin  holds out 
the p oss ib ility  of his p a rt ic ip a 
tion in  the B r itis h  bloc, e ithe r 
as a rea l th ing , o r as a b a r
ga in ing  point w ith  the Fuehre r. 
S ta lin  h im se lf p robab ly  does 
not know ye t w h ich  i t  w il l be.

Our Turn to Do Some Slashing! NEW  W. P. A . CUTS DECREED; 
JOBLESS PROTEST SLASHES

Spirited Picket 
Line Put Around 

N. Y. Offices
Unemployed Worker 
Falls Dead While 

Marching

HUNDREDS PICKET

FRANCO FORCES 
VICTIMS INTO 

SLAVE GANGS
Pope and Roosevelt 

Hasten to Accept 
Conquest

The Spanish c iv il w a r has not 
ended. L o ya lis t resistance lias 
ended, bu t not F ra n co ’s c iv il  
w a r aga inst the w orke rs  and 
p e a s a n t s .  T h a t  continues. 
Am ong other m easures taken 
by F ranco aga inst the masses 
since peace was declared a re : i

1. O v e r  100,000 prisoners 
were rounded up in M ad rid  
d u ring  the f i r s t  tw o days of 
F ra n co ’s occupation, sw e lling  
the num ber of prisoners in  
F ra n co ’s concentra tion  cam ps 
to nea rly  700,000. These are to 
be held in d e fin ite ly  a t hard la 
bor, as chain-gangs fo r F ra n 
cos " re c o n s tru c tio n "  of Spain.

2. To these prisoners w il l  be 
added hundreds of thousands of 
others. A lready  a ll L o ya lis t 
a rm y  d iv is ions in cen tra l Spain 
have been ordered to re p o rt to 
concentra tion  cam ps, under 
pain of t r ia l fo r treason fo r a ll 
those who fa il to report.

S trikes Outlawed
3. General Espinosa dc los 

M onteros, m ili ta ry  governor of 
M ad rid , on M arch  30 issued a 
lis t of offenses punishable by 
death. They include possession 
of unauthorized rad io  rece iv ing  
sets, robbery and sabotage. 
M ili ta ry  cou rts—there  appear 
to be no c iv il  courts fo r such 
offenses—are to t r y  anyone 
" in te rru p t in g  the no rm a l fu n c 
tion ing  of labor th rough s tr ikes  
or o the rw ise ” ; those " in s u ltin g  
the arm ed fo rc e s ": spreading- 
subversive propaganda; pub
lish ing . possessing or d is tr ib u t
ing propaganda.

A ll rig h ts  of organized labor 
l a rc thus w iped out, in  typ ica l 
fasc is t fashion. F ranco 's  e x te r
m ina tion  of the r ig h t to s tr ike  
or organize w ill come as a rude 
shock to the m any Catholic 
w orkers in  A m erica  and else
where. loyal trade unionists, 
who were led to believe th a t 
F ranco 's  w a r was m ere ly  one 
against " re d s "  and fo r the p re 
serva tion  of C atho lic w orship.

The prison gangs w ill be used 
fo r road and construction w ork, 
and w ill w ork  under m ili ta ry  
guard.

.Slave Labor
4. Th is  vast- a rm y  of slave 

labor w ill be ava ilab le  not only 
to the fasc is t state, p rov inc ia l 
and m un ic ipa l adm in is tra tions , 
but w ill also be turned over to 
p riva te  bosses a t the same 
"w a g e "—fou r and a h a lf peset-

| as—54 cents a day—w ith  two- 
th ird s  of the wage being held 
by the fascists fo r the p rison 
e r ’s dependents.

W ith  slave labor ava ilab le  at 
such a cheap ra te , w orkers ou t
side the ja ils  w ill be helpless in 
seeking a decent wage, and the 
bosses w ill have an enormous 
incentive  fo r encourag ing end
less a rrests and im p riso n 
ments.

These m urderous moves of 
the F ranco reg im e aga inst the 

(Continued oil Fage 4)

Auto Convention Drops 
Posts o f Vice-Presidents

Marked By Democracy; Stalinist’s Avoid 
Open Fight W ith C.I.O. Leadershio

C L E V E L A N D , A p r il 2—Sidney H illm a n  cracked the w h ip  be
hind U .A .W . convention doors here yesterday. The S ta lin is ts  
spent a sleepless n ig h t of caucusing and soulsearching, sw a l
lowed hard  and acquiesced, i  ------------ --------------------------------

The m a jo r s trugg le  o f ^ e l f f n i | / p  W l f T A I \ \ lSTRIKE VICTORY 
GAINS DEMANDS 
FOR PLUMBERS

convention was to have occur 
ed over the question of the 
num ber of vice-presidents on 
the E xecu tive  Board.

The S ta lin is ts  wanted fiv e — 
and wanted to re -e lect the pres
ent incum bents, th e ir  o ffice  
boys, Frankensteen, M o rtim e r. 
H a ll, and the harm less W ells.

The R euther-M azey caucus 
wanted on ly one and was press
ing fo r W a lte r R euther to f i l l  
the job. B y  and la rge  th is  re 
flec ted  the desires of the rank 
and file  in  the p lants and the 
locals to clean house of the in 
com petents and w reckers now 
in fes ting  the high offices.

H illm a n , a fte r consulta tion 
w ith  M u rra y  and Lew is, decid
ed the best se ttlem ent was to 
e lim in a te  a ll v ice-presidents.

The proposal was brought be
fore  the convention as a recom 
m endation of the C.I.O. top 
com m ittee . The convention ha ll 
shook w ith  cheers and ap
plause. The rank  and file  r ig h t
fu l ly  fe lt  they had won a v ie

(.S pecia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)

N EW  Y O R K. A p r il 4 — The 
com plete tie-up o f a ll construc
tion  w ork in  M anhattan . B ronx 
and the W o rld ’s F a ir  ended to
day w ith  a sm ashing v ic to ry  
fo r the s tr ik e rs  when the em 
ployers agreed to m aintenance 
of the 6 hour day and $2 wage 
scale, in defense of w hich the 
p lum bers s truck .

W ith  the s tr ike  en tering  its  
th ird  week. M ayo r La  G uard ia  
in tervened in the s itua tion , and 
a fte r co n fe rrin g  w ith  the S trike  
C om m ittee and the em ployers, 
proposed a com prom ise—-that 

to ry  over the C om m unist P a rty  . pending negotiations the p lum - 
c lique. B u t the scene was not | bers re tu rn  to w ork  on the 
com plete w ithou t an o rgy  o f ; basis of the old agreem ent 
se lf-den ia l and a  flood of ser- 1 which was to have exp ired th is
v ile  S ta lin is t pra ise fo r the 
"g re a t beneficent w isdom  of 
the C.I.O . leaders .”

In  succession, F rankensteen. 
H a ll, M o rtim e r and the others 
fo llowed each o ther on the floo r 
to renounce th e ir  rig h ts  as 
v ice-president and to accept 

(Continued on Page 2)

m onth and w hich the em ploy 
ers had v io la ted  by im posing a 
7 hour day, and ten per cent 
wage cut.

The p lum bers of Local 463 
who had m et the v io la tion  of 
the co n tra c t w ith  m ilita n t ac
tion agreed to accept the m ay- 

(Continued fro m  Page 2)

(Special Lo the Socialist Appeal)

N FAY YORK —  Shouting 
“ All War Lunds to the Un
employed!'' and “ Jobs for All 
at Trade Union Wages!" and 
carrying banners which pro
claimed their determination to 
fight against any and all cur
tailment of work-relief’ in 
New York City, hundreds of 
members of the Unemployed 
and Project Workers Union 
picketed the administrative 
offices of Colonel Sommer- 
vell, New Ybrk W.P.A. head, 
on Saturday, April 1.

D uring  the p icke ting  a g ra p h 
ic and tra g ic  exposure o f the 
m iserab le  and overbearing  ta c 
tics  of the adm in is tra tio n  was 
provided by the sudden death 
of one of the m archers . F ra n k  
C leary. 47 years old, a pa in te r, 
collapsed a fte r an hour o f p ick 
e ting. A h e a rt a ttack  caused 
his death a few  m inutes a fte r 
an am bulance had ca rr ie d  h im  
to Roosevelt H osp ita l. C leary 
had been em ployed on a W.P.- 
A. pa in te rs  p ro je c t and le ft a 
w ife  and th ree  ch ild ren ; a ll are 
w ithou t w ork and the fa m ily  is 
destitu te . A co llection  taken by 
lib  ton m em bers brough t $12.50 
to buy a w rea th . The m archers 
observed a m in u te ’s silence fo r 
th is  v ic tim  of the c u rre n t slash
es in the re lie f budget.

W .A. T r ic k  F a ils
In  the line of m arch  were 

m any w orkers not a ff ilia te d  i 
w ith  the U .P .W .U . — w orkers  | 
who had expected the W orkers I 
A lliance  to take up the f ig h t 
aga inst the layo ffs . These 
w orkers realized a t a late hour 
th a t the W .A .’s plan to p icke t 
the home of B ruce B a rton , con
gressm an fro m  New Y o rk  C ity , 
was not only a fa rce  bu t a tr ic k  
to d raw  a tten tion  fro m  the U .P . 
W .U .’s dem onstra tion . They 
came and were glad to see a 
renewal of the old fig h tin g  ta c 
tics  w hich in the past won 
m any demands fro m  the G ov
ernm ent. And they reported 
th a t the W .A. had called o ff its  
p icke t line a t B a rtons ' home 
when lew  w orkers responded.

Handicapped M arch
One of the m ost m ilita n t and 

in sp ir in g  sections in the line  
was the U nited Handicapped 
W orkers of A m erica  led by 
H a rry  F riedm an . These w o rk 
ers have suffered unto ld d is 
c r im in a tio n  and are resolved 
to f ig h t to the b itte r end 
against the cuts. They shouted 
and m arched along w ith  the 
p ickets and gave encourage
m ent to every m em ber of the 
union.

A fte r tw o hours of p icke ting  
a m eeting was held on the cor-

(Continued fro m  Page 2)

Fighting Union Leads New York Demonstration

Toledo C.I.O. Members 
Plan W.P.A. Showdown

M ilitants Override Stalinist Attempts 
To Call O ff Picket Line

By Leon Trotsky

STALIN’S CAPITULATION
F irs t  reports  on S ta lin ’s speech a t the cu rre n t 

Moscow congress of the so-called C om m unist 
P a rty  of the Soviet Union show th a t S ta lin  has 
hastened to d raw  conclusions from  the Spanish 
events, as fa r  as he is concerned, in the d ire c 
tion  of a new tu rn  tow ard  reaction.

In  Spain S ta lin  suffered a defeat less d irec t, 
but no less profound, than th a t of Azana and 
N egrin . I t  is a question, m oreover, of some
th in g  in fin ite ly  g rea te r than a pure ly  m ilita ry  
defeat o r even of a lost w a r. The whole po licy 
o f the. “ re p ub licans" was determ ined by Mos
cow. The re la tions th a t the repub lican  govern
m ent established w ith  the w orke rs  and peas
ants w ere noth ing but the trans la tion  in to  w a r
tim e  language of the re la tions ex is ting  between 
the K re m lin  o liga rchy  and the peoples of tire 
Soviet U nion. The methods of the Azana-Negrin 
governm ent were noth ing but a concentrate of 
the methods o f the Moscow G .P .U . The funda
m enta l tendency o f th is  policy consisted in  sub
s titu tin g  the bureaucracy fo r thè people, and 
the p o lit ic ia l police fo r the bureaucracy. 
FRO M  ONE SET OF BOOTS TO AN O TH E R

Thanks to the w a r conditions, the tendencies 
of Moscow B onapartism  not on ly assumed in 
Spain th e ir  suprem e expression, bu t also found 
them selves ra p id ly  pu t to the test. Hence the

im portance of the Spanish events from  the in 
te rna tiona l, and especially the Soviet, po in t of 
v iew . S ta lin  is incapable of s trugg le , and when 
he is forced to strugg le , he is incapable o f p ro 
ducing any th ing  hut defeats.

I 11 his speech to the congress, Stalin openly 
shattered the idea’ of the “ a lliance  of the de
m ocracies to resist the Fasc is t aggressors." 
The ins tiga to rs  of a il in te rna tiona l w a r a rc  now 
ne ither M ussolin i nor H it le r  hu t the tw o p r in 
c ipa l dem ocracies of Europe, G reat B r ita in  and 
F rance who, accord ing  to the speaker, w an t to 
d raw  G erm any and the U.S.S.R. in to  co n flic t 
under the guise of a G erm an a ttack on the 
U kra ine . Fascism ? T iia t has noth ing to do 
w ith  it .  There can be no question, according 
to S ta lin 's  w ords, of an a ttack by H it le r  on the 
U kra ine  and there is not the s ligh test basis fo r 
a m ilita ry  c o n flic t w ith  H it le r .

The abandonm ent o f the policy of "a llia n c e  
of’ the dem ocrac ies" is supplem ented a t once 
w ith  a h u m ilia tin g  c rin g in g  before H it le r  and 
a h u rr ie d  po lish ing  of h is boots. Such is S ta lin !

iln  Czccho-Slovakia the  ca p itu la tio n  of the 
"d em ocrac ies ”  before fascism  found expression 
in a change of governm ent. In  the U.S.S.R., 

(Continued 011 Page 4)

(S p e c ia l lu  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
TO LE D O . Ohio, A p r il—Des

pite ra in y  w eather. 200 C.I.O . 
m em bers today put on a d is
c ip lined , fig h tin g  p icke t line  in  
fro n t of the local W .P .A . head
qua rte rs  and C ity  H a ll (Safety 
B u ild in g ). The p icke t line no t 
only m arched in fro n t of the 
W .P.A. headquarters fo r  about 
an hour but. ju s t before leav
ing. m arched into the S um m it 
and C herry  B u ild in g , up the 
three flig h ts  o f s ta irs  and into 
the lobby of, the W .P.A. o ffices 
where the re lie f o ffic ia ls  could 
see them  in  person and get a 
taste of w ha t is in  store fo r 
them  i f  the la yo ff s lips w hich 
they are p repa ring  are g iven 
out nex t week.

The P icke ts  shouted, "S top 
The L a y o ffs ,”  "Jobs N ot B a t
tle sh ips ,”  "$30 -30 H o u rs ,”  
"L a y  o ff the $200 M en N ot the 
$60 M en." "W e W ant W ork N ot 
B u lle ts "  and s im ila r  m ilita n t 
slogans. W hile W illia m  B. 
Schm uhl, W .P .A . A d m in is tra to r, 
was te llin g  the C.I.O . spokes
m an th a t he had received no 
ins tructions fo r  layo ffs , the lo 
cal paper was c a rry in g  the 
news tha t Col. F . C. H a rr in g 
ton had ordered 19.580 w orkers 
rem oved fro m  the Ohio W .P.A. 
ro lls  before A p r il 8. The C .I.O. 
com m ittee  to ld  the A d m in is 
tra to r th a t the C.I.O . would 
consider ca llin g  a 15 m inute  
stoppage in  a ll Toledo fac to ries  
if  the W .P .A . w en t through 
w ith  the slashes.

Local R e lie f Collapses
The p icke t line then m arched 

through the downtown area to 
the Safety B u ild in g  and v is ited  
C ity  M anager E dy . since in 
add ition  to the na tiona l layoffs, 
the Toledo W .P.A. w orkers 
face a com plete breakdow n of 
the c ity 's  W .P .A . p ro jects  as a 
re su lt o f the fa ilu re  o f the m u 
n ic ip a lity  to p rovide sponsor 
funds fo r the various p ro jects  
now in operation.

C ity  M anager E dy d id n ’t  like  
the p icke t line and com pla ined 
th a t the C ity  is unable to ra ise 
the necessary money w ith  
w hich to take care of the un
em ployed. The C .I.O. C o m m it
tee rep lied  th a t the C ity  regu 
la r ly  pays ou t hundreds of 
thousands o f do lla rs  in in te res t 
to bond holders and th a t i t  be
lieved i t  was o f fa r  m ore im 
portance to p rovide  jobs and 
re lie f to hungry  Toledo citizens 
than to guarantee d iv idends to 
coupon c lippers.

C om m ittee  R eports 
The p icke t line  f in a lly  

m arched back to Local 12’s 
headquarters and heard the re 
ports of the C om m itteem en. 
Everyone was in agreement, 
th a t th is  action was m ere ly  the 
beginning of a showdown f ig h t 
w ith  the m u n ic ip a l, county, 
state and federa l agencies and 
authorized the C om m ittee to 
prepare fu r th e r action next 
week.

The C.I.O . C om m ittee was 
headed by Louis D idisse, 
W .P .A . O rgan iza tiona l D ire c 
to r. O thers on the C om m ittee 
were E dw in  M a yb e rry , P re s i
dent of the W .P.A. A u x ilia ry , 
John Shires. A u x ilia ry  O rgan 
izer, Ed M cKeow n. S ecre tary  
of the W .P.A. A u x ilia ry . T im  
M cC orm ick. Business A gent of 
the O wner T ru c k d riv e rs . N e l
son M eagley and Ted Selander, 
of Loca l 29. U .O .P .W .A.,
W .P .A . D iv is ion .

S ta lin is ts  Ignored 
Th is  dem onstra tion had been 

p rev ious ly  endorsed at an en-

thus iastic  mass m eeting held 
'M a rc h  3 in U .A .W . Loca l 12’s 
headquarters, w ith  F ra n z  D an
iels, of the A .C .W .A., as the 
p rin c ip a l speaker. T im  M cC or
m ick , m em ber o f the Toledo 
C .I.O . E xecu tive  C om m ittee, 
received a trem endous ovation  
when he pledged his in fluence 
as a board m em ber tow ard  
sw ing ing  the C .I.O . in to  mass 
action if .  despite the demon
s tra tions , the W .P .A . A d m in is 
tra tio n  goes th rough w ith  the 
layo ffs .

The local S ta lin is ts  moved 
heaven and earth  in  o rde r to 
p reven t the ca llin g  o f the dem 
onstra tion . The S ta lin is ts  had 
proposed another of its  p ro test 
m eetings in an out-of-the-w ay 
indoor ha ll. F o r the f i r s t  tim e  
in over a year, ever since the 
C .I.O. organized the W .P.A. 
w orkers, the W orkers A lliance  
fa iled  o ff ic ia lly  to pa rtic ip a te  
in a W .P .A. action. H owever, 
m any m ilita n t W .A .A . rank  and 

I f ile  w orkers jo ined the p icke t
line.

S ocia lis t Appeals sold like  
hot cakes th roughout the line 
of m arch.

Investigation of 
WPA Planned by 
'Economy Group’

Pour Funds Lopped 
From W.P.A. Into 

War Mach ine

PERIL ALL RELIEF

Sit-Down Pari of 
Newark Protest

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)

N E W A R K .—1The h ig h lig h t of 
the A p r il 1 dem onstra tion  at 
the N e w .J e rs e y  State H ead
qua rte rs  o f W .P .A . by the 
W orkers R e lie f and W .P.A. 
U nion was a sit-dow n by la id - 
o ff W .P .A . w orkers , a fte r a 
com m ittee  o f the union had 
been told th a t they could not 
m eet w ith  anyone th a t day.

The p ickets ca rr ie d  signs a t
tack ing  a ll proposed layo ffs  on 
W .P .A .. ca llin g  fo r jobs fo r 
every w orke r and the d ivers ion 
of a ll w a r funds to W .P .A. "W c 
look fo r w ork, we ask fo r w ork, 
we l ig h t fo r w o rk "  was one re 
p ly  to the T o ry  a rgum en t tha t 
the jobless don ’t  w an t jobs.

A com m ittee  of the w orkers 
was to ld th a t they could see no 
one th a t day, a lthough they had 
w ritte n  fo r an appo in tm ent 
e a r lie r  in the week. The rep ly  
of the jobless was to tra n s fe r 
the p icke t-line , a l it t le  a t a 
tim e , to the state o ffice  up
s ta irs . u n til the whole p icke t 
line. men. women and ch ild ren , 
had packed the o ffices.

Action  B rings Results
T h is  action brough t fo rth  the 

resu lts  requ ired . In  less than 
, an hour State Labo r Relations 
A dv ise r M cC orm ack was ready 
to. and d id. m eet w ith  the 
w orkers com m ittee . He p ro m 
ised to ad jus t the hand ling  of 
the cases of severa l score 

; w orkers • a lready  dism issed 
; fro m  the p ro jec ts , to tra n s m it 
to W ashington the protests of 

I the w orkers agains a ll lay-o ffs 
and to a rrange  another m eet
ing  fo r next Wednesday to d is
cuss the pending layo ffs .

: The n ig h t before, the union 
executive board had voted fa 
vo ra b ly  on a m otion  to send 
a "p in k -s lip '’ de legation to 
W ashington w ith in  a m onth  to 
p ro test the layo ffs  in  person, 
and to dem onstra te  th a t they 
hold Congress and the P re s i
dent responsible fo r the layo ffs .

1 lie House of Representa
tives lias decided that it can 
safely sacrifice 100,000 people 
now on W.P.A. in its drive 
to divert a|l possible funds 
into the war machine. Fol
lowing the lead of the “ econo
my-minded'’ group in the 
House Appropriations Com
mittee, the Representatives 
whacked $50,000,000 from 
the President's request for 
enough funds to bring appro
priations up to his estimate 
of the “ safe” minimum.

F o r those le ft on W .P .A . the 
same "e co n om y-m inded " group 
are now dem anding a rigo rous 
" in v e s tig a tio n "  under the lead
ersh ip  o f W oodrum  and T aber, 
b itte r opponents to a p p ro p ria t
ing  funds th a t w ould g ive food 
and w o rk  to those who are 
s ta rv in g  because o f in d u s try ’s 
in a b il ity  to p rovide jobs.

Congress M aneuvers
The m aneuvers of the “ econ

o m y "  group began sh o rtly  a fte r 
they chiselled the P res iden t’s 
request fo r  $875.000,000 down to 
$725.000.000. When the P res i
dent requested th a t the $150,-' 
000,000 be restored, the group 
countered w ith  charges th a t ' 
W .P .A. was grossly w asting  
funds, th a t no hardships would 
be created by reduc ing  the 
ro lls , and th a t an “ in ve s tig a 
tio n "  in to  W .P .A . expendi
tures should be im m e d ia te ly  
launched under the leadersh ip  
of those m ost b itte r ly  opposed 
to W .P .A .

The group then " re s to re d ”  
$100,000,000 of its  slash s ta ting  
a t the same tim e , th a t th is  was 
a “ l ib e ra l”  gesture and th a t 
the fac ts  w ould p robab ly  show 
th a t i t  was no t needed. P res i
dent Roosevelt, who is h im se lf 
ve ry  anxious to cu t down on 
appropria tions fo r re lie f in  o r
der to d iv e r t the funds in to  the 
w a r m achine, stated ca tego ri
c a lly  th a t less than $875,000,000 
would mean reduc ing  the 
W .P.A. ro lls  by 1,000,000 p e r
sons w ith in  s ix ty  days, w ith  
fu r th e r reductions in  June. H is 
own estim ate , m oreover, d id  
not take in to  considera tion  the
875.000 people a lready  c e rtif ie d  
as e lig ib le  fo r re lie f who w ould 
be denied any fu r th e r consid
eration.

Vast Lay-offs
Im m e d ia te  repercussions o f 

the trem endous slash were la y 
offs th roughou t the na tion . In  
New Y o rk  C ity  alone 10.800 are 
scheduled to go th is  week to 
be fo llow ed by 20,000 m ore the 
week of M ay 1 and a fu r th e r
10.000 in June. T h a t means a 
to ta l o f m ore than 40.000 people 
in  New Y o rk  C ity  w il l  be de
nied food, c lo th ing, and lodg
ing d u ring  the next n ine ty  days.

The d rive  to economize by 
ta k in g  funds fro m  the re lie f 
set-up w ill be d irec ted  p r i 
m a r ily  a t those who are sym 
pathetic  to labor. A ccord ing  to 
the schedule among the f i r s t  
to be fire d  w il be those who. 
regardless of re lie f status, th a t 
is, th e ir  rea l need, have been 
ra ted  by W .P .A . o ffic ia ls  as 
’ ‘ unsa tis fac to ry . ’ ’

“ The whole set-up is  due fo r  
a d ra s tic  and fundam en ta l 
o ve rh a u lin g .”  s ta ted  R ep
resenta tive  W oodrum . D em o
c ra t who had led the f ig h t 
aga inst app rop ria tions  fo r  re 
lie f and W .P .A . "W e  have 
never sought . . .  to p rovide 
fo r a ll who a rc  e lig ib le  fo r  
W .P .A. I f  the fu l l  am ount were 
app rop ria ted  there w ould s t i l l  
be a p p ro x im a te ly  a m illio n  
c e rtif ie d  as e lig ib le  fo r  W .P .A . 
who w ould have to re ly  upon 
th e ir  own resources o r upon 
the care o f States and lo ca li
t ie s .”

W oodrum  thus takes i t  fo r 
granted th a t i f  i t  is  possible to 
a llow  1.000.000 hum an beings to 
su ffe r under the P re s id e n t’s 
p rog ram , adding another cou
ple of hundreds of thousands to 
th e ir ranks is p e rfe c tly  ju s t i
fiab le .

A ll these senators and rep re 
sentatives who economize by  
c u ttin g  re lie f are e xa c tly  the 
same m en who vote b illio n s  
fo r  w ar.
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Rank and File Makes Itself 
Heard at Auto Convention

Baloney
In  his response lo K ing  

G eorge ’s g reetings on his re 
cent v is it to London. P resident 
Leb run  said F rance and B r i t 
a in  were a lw ays m otiva ted  
“ B y (he same conceptions of 
honor, ju s tice , hum an d ig n ity , 
respect fo r  trea ties  and the 
pledged word, the same a t
tachm en t to lib e rty  of thought, 
speech and the w ritte n  w o r d -  
in  a w ord, to lib e rty  of ex is
tence; the same anx ie ty  not 
to in te rvene  in the in te rn a l a f
fa irs  o f o ther States and the 
same love of peace.” -—A fte r 
reading the h yp o c ritica l and 
s lim y  utterances of dem ocra tic  
“ s ta tesm en”  even M usso lin i’s 
bom bastic speeches sound re 
fresh ing .
Congress Scores V ic to ry

R ahw ay. M arch  27: Despon
dent over his d ischarge fro m  
W .P .A . in  the c u rre n t purge of 
a liens, Joseph V ilig o r, <53, of 
C la rk  Tow nship , k illed  h im se lf 
la s t n ig h t in a fie ld  behind his 
home by cu tting  his th roa t.

V il ig o r  was the fa th e r of 
e igh t ch ild ren . He had his f irs t 
c itizensh ip  papers, bu t was d is
charged fro m  a W .P.A. sewer 
p ro je c t two weeks ago under 
the ru le  governing aliens.

W elfa re  D inne r F a ta l
The d rive  fo r economy in re 

lie f h it Seattle w ith  a bang. Re
s u lt: one man is dead, six 
others dy ing  fro m  eating  ro tten 
food provided by a w e lfa re  
agency. John M cK ay. 34, died 
in  the iron  lung a t the C h il
d re n ’s O rthopedic H ospita l. 
H a ro ld  E tchoe. 25, became so 
badly para lized th a t he also 
was placed in  the apparatus. 
Three others are in  oxygen 
tents—Congress is to be con
g ra tu la ted  on its  v ic to rie s  in  
re s tr ic tin g  re lie f and purg ing  
the W .P.A. ro lls .

# *  *

Buzzards Scent C a rrion
“ Pour o f A m e rica 's  most 

pow erfu l fin a n c ia l men—J. P. 
M organ, George W hitney, a 
M organ p a rtn e r: A lb e rt L . 
Schomp, p res ident o f the 
A m erican  Bank Note Co., and 
W hin throp W. A ld r ich , c h a ir 
m an o f the board of the Chase 
N ationa l Bank—sailed on the 
Queen M a ry  yes te rday” — N. Y.
D a ily  News.

*  *  *

Law  am i O rder
Judge M antón, recen tly  re 

signed as Senior Judge of the 
Second U. S. C ourt o f Appeals, 
was released under $10,000 ba il 
on charges of accepting bribes.

M ag is tra te  M a r tin  R udich, 
was rem oved fro m  the B rook
lyn  bench fo llow ing  charges of
b ribe  tak ing  p re fe rred  by Spe
c ia l A ssistan t A tto rney  General 
Am en.

Suprem e C ourt Judge A lg e r
non I .  Nova and County Judge 
George M a rtin , both of B rook
lyn , are the center o f an inves
tig a tio n  by Special P rosecutor 
Amen.

Three detectives, W illia m  
R ile y , 31 years on the force 
■with s ix  m e r it com m endations, 
V ic to r J. O 'H ara— fifteen  years 
a cop, tw ice c ited fo r “ exce l
len t police w o rk ”  and G ustav 
H. H ubner, th irteen  years in  
“ New Y o rk 's  F in e s t”  w ith  one 
“ com m endation ”  were sus
pended fro m  the force, fo llo w 
ing  th e ir a rre s t on charges of 
e x to rtin g  $500 fro m  a sm a ll 
g rocery  keeper. . . . A ll three 
were absent fro m  the Police 
m an 's H oly Nam e Com m union 
B re a k fa s t a t the Astor Hotel 
Sunday. * * *
S turdy S urv ivers

The S ta lin is t P a rty  o f the 
Soviet Union elected its  new 
cen tra l com m ittee  of 71 m em 
bers las t week. T h is  is the f ir s t  
e lection since 133-1 and am aze
m en t was expressed on ai! 
sides th a t 16 m em bers of the 
old cen tra l com m ittee  had s u r
v ived  the purges of the in te r 
ven ing  years and s t i l l  had the 
nerve to accept n o r m ations in  
193!).

B IL L .

[Continued from Page l i
the proposal "o n ly  because it 
came from  the C .I.O .” —w hich 
they described in  te rm s  thai 
would m ake the H oly T r in ity  

| green w ith  envy. Even W alte r 
Reu lite r  1 el I over h im se lf con 

Ig ra tn la lin g  the C .I.O ., d isavow 
ing that anyone “ had a vie 
to ry ”  by I lie decision. I t  re 
mained fo r a rank and file  
w o rke r here and there to break 
through th is m ushy mollasses 
of obeisance to the g rea t men 
and po in t out tha t these were 
the wishes o f the w orke rs ; the 
C.I.O . was m ere ly  acting  under 
th is pressure.

Nevertheless the cons titu tion 
a l clause e lim in a tin g  v ice-pres
idents is a v ic to ry  fo r the auto 
w orkers . And by the same to k 
en i t  is a defeat fo r the S ta lin 
is t c lique.

Avoid Open F ig h t
T ha t the S ta lin is ts  acqu i

esced in the decision of the 
C.I.O . leaders on th is  question 
is a po in t of considerable s ig 
n ificance. A lthough no ro ll-c a ll 
vote has been taken yet, i t  ap
pears ve ry  lik e ly  th a t the Com
m un is t P a rty  m achine com 
mands a m a jo r ity  o f votes at 
th is  convention. Had they so 
desired they m ig h t have op
posed, fough t and probab ly de
feated the C.I.O . recom m enda
tion. B u t such a s trugg le  would 
have m eant an open ba ttle  be
tween • 'C om m un ism " and the 
C .I.O. leaders. There is noth ing 
in  th is  w o rld  they desire less. 
Because in fa c t they are not 
com m unists, they are New 
Dealers. They are not oppo
nents of John L . Lew is, they 
are his m ost supine flunkeys. 
T im e  and again  they rage at 
the press in  the convention fo r 
labe lling  th e ir  bloc “ com m un
ist. dom ina ted ."

They had the m a jo r ity , but 
th e ir  whole past and present 
po licy  prevented them  from  
using it. Even so. th is  k ind  of 
hum ble crow  was a p re tty

tough b ird  to sw a llow . The m a
chine had prom ised Franken- 
steen. M o rtim e r and H a ll th e ir 
jobs—and th e ir  sa la ries. Now, 
they cannot de live r. I f  they 
plan to run  these gentlem en fo i 
the E xecu tive  Board they must 
d isc rim in a te  aga inst o ther lo i 
lowers whom they prom ised to 
I tike care of w ith  positions on 
the Board. Somebody m ust get 
the axe— it  is a safe pred ic tion  
that, a lo t o f soreheads w ill go 
ou t of the c ity  of C leveland.

Undecided Questions
Two o ther con trove rs ia l ques

tions rem a in  undecided a t th is  
w r it in g : 1. the size and com po
s ition  o f the E xecu tive  Board 
and 2. the President.

Roland J. Thom as is the se
lection of H illm a n  and M u rra y  
fo r the P residency. Thom as is 
a fo rm e r M a r tin  m an w ith  no 
p o lit ica l past and considered a 
"safe and sane”  un ionist. The 

C om m unist P a rty  choice is 
George F . Addes. Thus fa r  Ad- 
des has no t th row n  his ha t in 
the ring . B u t a t the close of 
every  session, when Addes. as 
S ecre ta ry -T reasu re r rises to 
read com m unica tions and 
make announcements, the C.P". 
m achine whips up a big dem 
onstra tion  fo r h im . Despite the 
pa tent a r t if ic ia li ty  of these 
noisy dem onstra tions, Addes is 
the m ore popu lar o f the two 
and i f  the C.I.O . stands .aside 
he w ill w in  the presidency 
w ithou t too m uch d if f ic u lty . I f  
he refuses to run , his re-elec
tion  to S ecre ta ry-T reasure r is 
assured as there is no r iv a l in 
s ight.

R a n k -an d -F ile r Speaks
The f i r s t  rea l sign o f rank  

and: file  resentm ent aga inst th is  
I obvious d ic ta tion  of union pol
i c y  by H illm a n  and Co. came 
! th is evening. F rankensleen an
nounced th a t he had ju s t come 

I fro m  a conference w ith  Sidney 
•H illm a n , th a t the la tte r had re- 
: quested a n ig h t session to set- 
! tie  the question of the size of 
the E xecu tive  Board. Chester

HANDICAPPED MARCH IN N. Y. PROTEST

SWOC In  Mass.  Drive 
For Union Contracts

Union Prefers Blackeye For Labor Board 
To Knockout For Meriden Workers

NEW COURSES IN 
YIPSEL SCHOOL

The New Y o rk  D iv is ion  of 
the Y .P .S .L . is  runn ing  a M a rx 
is t education youth school, the 
K a r l L iebknech t School.

Th is  school a im s a t educat
ing  youth m ilita n ts  in  the 
M a rx is t p rinc ip les  of class 
strugg le . I t  re c ru its  especia lly 
the younger high school youth, 
m any of whom are jo in in g  the 
ranks o f the Y .P .S .L . and tu rns 
ou t young fig h tin g  Bolsheviks.

A t present ther. are two 
classes runn ing  in the school; 
one in " L iv in g  M a rx is m ,”  a 
study of basic p rinc ip les . A 
second course deals w ith  " O r 
gan izationa l P rinc ip les  and 
P ro b le m s”

Two new courses are being 
added in "Sex Prob lem s of 
Y o u th ”  and "Three R evo lu
tions—Russia. G erm any and 
C h ina .”

These new courses w ill open 
on Sunday, A p ril 16. The school 
is  conducted on Sunday m o rn 
ings fro m  12 to 2 a t the new 
headquarters of the Leon Sedov 
u n it of the Y .P .S .L .. 51 E ast 
Seventh St.

Get Your APPEAL 
At the Nev/sstancl

(S p o rla l lo  the S ocia lis t Appeal )
M E R ID E N , Conn., A p r il 2— 

Th is  sleepy, pove rty -s tr icken  
c ity , grow n accustom ed to its  
m any years of in d u s tria l ca lm , 
was s tir re d  out of its  le tha rgy  
last week by the appearance of 
a m ilita n t and determ ined 
mass p icke t line outside the 
gates o f the B rad ley  & H ub
bard M anu fac tu ring  Com pany, 
w ith  p lacards announcing tha t 
the local lodge of the Steel 
W orkers O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee 
is on s tr ike  a t tha t p lan t fo r 
union recogn ition . P ieketers 
chanted: “ We W ant a Con
t r a c t ! "

The union, hav ing  been nosed 
out in  an election w hich the 
N .L .R .B . ran in  the p lan t last 
F e b rua ry  by the na rro w  vote 
of 116 to 111, has been pressing 
s tead ily  fo r  its  modest m in i
m um  dem and: recogn ition  of 
the lodge as ba rga in ing  agent 
fo r its  own m em bers in  griev
ances in vo lv in g  wages, hours 
and w o rk ing  conditions.

M ed ia tion  F a ils
The com pany has refused to 

g ra n t such recognition, o ffe r
in g  as an a lte rn a tive  its  " re a d  
iness" to ad jus t grievances 
w ith  each employee on an in 
d iv id u a l basis. The union held 
ou t fo r its  m in im u m  demand, 

'a n d . a fte r the breakdow n of 
negotiations las t m onth, began 
preparations fo r a w a lk-out.

A t th is  po in t M ayo r D anaher 
I and the State Labo r D epart
m en t stepped h u rr ie d ly  in , 
p leading w ith  the union fo r a 

i postponem ent of s tr ike  action 
so tha t m ed ia tion  m ig h t be at- 

1 tem pted. O ut of the ensuing 
I conferences cam e an agree- 
1 m ent by both sides to have the 
M ayor and the Labo r D epa rt
m ent representa tive  d raw  up a 
m in im u m  sta tem ent on recog
n ition  Which m ig h t be accep 
table to both parties . The union 
accepted the d ra ft agreem ent 
w h ich  provided fo r recogn i
tion. The com pany refused.

M ili ta n t Leadership
A t the last m inu te  the re 

g ional Labo r Board made a des
perate plea to have the s tr ike  
averted , a rgu ing  fra n tic a lly  in 
long distance telephone conver- 
sa.ions w ith  union organizers 
th a t a s tr ik e  w ould be a te r 
rib le  “ b lack e ye " fo r the board. 
Said F ra n k  T ra in o r, fie ld  rep
resenta tive  fo r the S.W.O.C. in 
C onnecticut: " I f  i t ’s a choice 
between a b lack eye fo r the 
Labor Board and a knockout 
fo r the w orkers up here, I  
guess yo u 'll have to begin look
ing fo r a hunk o f red m e a t.”

The s tr ik e  is being conducted 
by the a le r t leadership w ith  
m ilita n c y  and e ffic iency . D ur 
ing the f ir s t  two days of p ic k 
e ting . M r. O m strom , w orried  
b ig-shot p litr tt O ffic ia l, made 
severa l a ttem pts  to pu ll " lo y 
a l"  w o rke rs  th rough the gates, 
but the scabs somehow never 
managed to crash the lines, 
and had only bruises, and w elts 
a c iden ta lly  acqu ired , to show 
fo r th e ir  lo ya lty .

Thus fa r . even the police, of 
whom there  are on ly  a hand
fu l covering  the p icke t lines, 
have not made any serious e f
fo rts  to herd scabs in to  the 
p lan t, because the M ayo r is 
soon to come up fo r re-e lection

and w il l  need the support of 
these Polish w orkers.

Showdown Expected
In  a ll like lihood  there w ill be 

a showdown e a rly  th is  week. 
O m strom  is in d ig n a n tly  de
m and ing police "p ro te c tio n " 
fo r his scabs, and rum ors  are 
c irc u la tin g  here th a t he m ay 
try  to have the state police 
b rought in  to m a in ta in  " la w  
and o rd e r.”  B u t the 100 odd 
s tr ik e rs  are de term ined th a t 
p roduction  sha ll not- s ta r t up 
again before the com pany has 
signed on the dotted line. T he ir 

| m ora le  has been bolstered by 
j the add ition  of severa l new 
m em bers, ind ica ting  th a t th e ir 

j lodge genuinely represents the 
' bu lk of the w orkers in  the 
| p lan t, even though some of 
them  were too t im id  and b row 
beaten by O m strom  to sign up 
before th is.

F o rtu n a te ly  the p icke t line 
w ill have adequate re in fo rce 
ments to deal w ith  any em er
gency. A t the New D epartu re  
ba ll-bearing  p lan t here, where 
there is a U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers local o f n e a rly  1,000 
m em bers, there was an 80 per 
cent la y -o ff on the eve of the 
B rad ley  & H ubbard  s tr ike . 
Since m ost o f th e ir m em bers 
are te m p o ra r ily  id le, the auto 
w orkers are p repa ring  to send 
a sizeable contingent down to 
the S.W.O.C. p icke t line to 
guard aga inst any un tow ard  
occurences. There is an exce l
len t s p ir it  o f so lid a rity  w ith  the 
s tr ike rs . ' ‘H e ll,”  an o ff ice r of 
the U.A.W . local to ld  th is  co r
respondent, “ i f  these guys lose 
out, w e’ re s u n k !”

(S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)
W ORCESTER. Ma s s . — T h e  

Steel W orkers O rgan iz ing  Com
m ittee  has prepared fo r  s tr ike  
action against the W orcester 
Pressed Steel Com pany of W or
cester and the B ra d le y  & H ub
bard M a nu fac tu ring  Company 
of M eriden, Conn., fo r  th e ir re 
fusa l to sign agreem ents w ith  
the S.W.O.C. guarantee ing the 
rig h ts  o f co llec tive  barga in ing .

The W orcester com pany f la t 
ly  refuses to restore a recent 
wage cu t, recognize sen io rity  
righ ts , settle  grievances or sub
m it to the un ion ’s dem and th a t 
i t  ba rga in  in  good fa ith . Jay 
C la rk , J r . , a notorious a n ti- la 
bor a tto rney, in  a transpa ren t 
e ffo rt to m ake the union a tool 
of the com pany, proposed a 
con trac t by w hich sen io rity  
would be based on A m erican  c i
tizenship, wages sub ject to re v i
sion a t any tim e  by the com 
pany, w h ile  a ll grievances a r is 
ing  between the union and the 
com pany would be sub ject to 
rev iew  in the Massachusetts 
courts.

C la rk 's  phoney proposal has 
m et w ith  a s te rn  notice fro m  
the union th a t unless the m an
agem ent begins im m ed ia te  ne
gotia tions. its  p lants w ill be 
s truck . Both its  re fusa l to  ne
gotia te  and it-s union smashing- 
proposals through C la rk  have 
a lready  s tir re d  the w orkers to 
noon - hour dem onstra tions on 
the p icke t line. So deep is the 
resentm ent aga inst the com 
pany th a t not a s ingle p roduc
tion w orke r fa iled  to p a r t ic i
pate in tiie  p icke ting .

M ullens, delegate fro m  the 
West Side Local then rose to 
make the b ravest and most 
honest speech of the conven
tion :

"W ho in the hell is runn ing  
his convention? H illm a n  amll 
H u rray  or the rank anti file? ' 
Let the delegates get i t  in the ir 
ueads th a t the rank  and file  is: 
runn ing  th is convention and not 
if l ltm a n  and M u rra y  from  be
hind the hotel d o o rs !"

Thom as im m e d ia te ly  s truck  
back, saying that, he fo r one 
d isapproved of any such s ta te
ment regard ing  the C .I.O. M u l
lens rose again and continued 
his p ro test as fo llow s: T am 
:io t aga inst the C .I.O. but I 
don’t like  po litic ians  who go 
oehind scenes, cu t up every
th ing  d ry  and then dish i t  up 
to- us at the convention .”  This 
tim e M u llens ’ rem arks  brought 
down the house w ith  cheers 
and applause.

No S team -Bo iler
Y e t despite- th is  in te rven tion  

of the C .I.O. and the strong 
C. P. m achine, th is  convention 
of the U .A.W . is a g rea t p ro 
gressive achievem ent in  the 
A m erican  labor m ovem ent. Its  
decisions are by fa r  the most 
progressive o f any organization 
in  recent tim es. Its  d e libe ra 
tions are ca rr ie d  out in  a dem 
ocra tic  m anner th a t should be 
a model fo r a ll o ther unions to 
fo llow .

There is not the s ligh tes t sign 
o f a s team -ro lle r on the con
vention floo r. P rovis ions in the 
constitu tion , some o f them  of 
lit t le  im portance, are debated 
u n til a lm ost every delegate de
sirous of ta lk in g  has his say on 
the question. The floo r can be 
obtained by anyone w ith o u t any 
d iff ic u lty . The ru lings  of the 
ch a irm an , Thom as, have been 
in m ost cases h igh ly  fa ir  and 
im p a rt ia l. I f  i t  is possible to 
say th a t a rank and file  is run 
ning a convention, then ce rta in 
ly  i t  is m aster of th is  one.

The new constitu tion  is s tr ip 
ping the P resident' o f his power 
in a lm ost every instance and 
p lac ing  i t  in  the hands of the 
E xecu tive  Board. And the E x 
ecutive  Board too, inso fa r as 
possible, is made responsible to 
the membership.. I t  has no 
r ig h t to levy m ore than one $1 
assessment per year w ithou t a 
re fe rendum  vote of the m em 
bership. The s tr ike  au thoriza 
tion  procedure is being g rea tly  
libe ra lized . M any checks are 
being placed on the P resident 
and the Board in h ir in g  and 
d ism iss ing  o ffice rs . The dele
gates are so jealous of th e ir au
tonom y. a fte r th e ir b itte r ex
perience w ith  M a rtin , th a t one 
delegate was led to com m ent: 
“ A fte r th is  cons titu tion  is 
adopted, the P resident w il l  be 
a wooden In d ia n ."

O rgan iza tion  P lans
As reported in a previous is 

sue, the in fam ous d isc ip lin a ry  
le tte r granted G eneral M otors 
was condemned and the E xecu 
tive  Board ins tructed  to ac t ac
co rd ing ly  in fu tu re  negotiations 
w ith  the corpora tion .

A m ili ta n t resolution was 
passed fo r the o rgan iza tion  of 
the Ford  M o to r Co.

A deta iled plan is being la id  
before the convention fo r the 
organ iza tion  of the com petitive  
parts  p lants. A reso lu tion has 
a lready been adopted sanction
ing local union action in  re fus
ing  to w ork  on “ tools, dies, or 
pa rts  m anufactu red  in p lants 
where there is no co llective  
b a rg a in in g .”

W .P .A. A u x ilia ry
The C.I.O . was petitioned to 

set up an independent indus
tr ia l union of W .P .A . w orkers 
a ff ilia te d  to the Congress of 
In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tions. T o 
day a C onstitu tiona l p rovis ion 
passed the convention g iv ing  
the U .A .W . the r ig h t to o rgan 
ize a W .P .A. a u x ilia ry  u n til 
such tim e  as the C .I.O. sets up 
th is  o rganization.

The S ta lin is ts  made a feeble 
| e ffo rt to f ig h t th is  m otion , in  
1 the in terests o f th e ir com pany 
union W orkers A lliance . B u t 
a fte r a few  w retched speeches 
upon a s igna l fro m  th e ir cau
cus w h ip , N a t G anley, they 
gave up. O bviously they plan 
to sabotage the new organ iza
tion a fte r the convention, e ithe r 
through the E xecu tive  Board 
they w ill con tro l o r through 
th e ir local union in fluence.

In  an e laborate  plan fo r union 
educational w ork , a clause was 

'inc luded  and adopted re-estab- 
; lish ing  the r ig h t of local unions 
and shops to issue th e ir  own 
period ica ls.

M ilita n t S p ir it
A re g u la r m eeting o f dele

gates fro m  General M otors 
p lants w ill be convened on the 
basis o f d is tr ic t q u a rte rly , and 
once a year na tiona lly . These 
sha ll be the h ighest leg is la tive  
bodies fo r G eneral M otors 
w orkers, accord ing to a recom 
m endation made by a con fe r
ence of G. M. delegates to the 
convention. These proposals 
w ill undoubtedly be adopted by 
the body. The en tire  cha rac te r 
of s p ir it  o f these delegates was 
m ilita n t and determ ined. They 
have set th e ir  jaw s fo r  a s tru g 
gle fo r the e lim in a tio n  of the 
in fin ite  abuses of the co rpora 
tion aga inst the w orkers.

The convention of the U .A .W . 
sha ll he rea fte r be held annua l
ly , accord ing to another consti
tu tiona l p rovis ion adopted.

M ost of these proposals were 
embodied in the p la tfo rm  of 
the T h ird  Group p rev ious ly  re 
ported in  the colum ns of the 
Socia list Appeal.

I t  is safe to say, th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  o r the Lew is  m achine 
or anybody else w ill have the 
grea test d iff ic u lty  in saddling 
a bureaucracy over th is  union 

|o r in dam pening its  progres
s iv e  s p ir it .

Spirited Line Thrown 
Around WPA Offices ¡

(Continued from  Page 1)
ner where speakers denounced 
the layo ffs  and the d is c r im in a 
tion  against fo re ign  born w o rk 
ers. R epresentatives of each 
section of the union spoke: The 
M echanics and C hauffeurs, L a 
borers and H elpers, U nem ploy
ed w orkers and W hite C o lla r 
section.

R ourkc ’s P a trio tism
U n fo rtuna te ly , H e n r y  V.  

R ourke, a m em ber of the So
c ia lis t P a rty , in speaking as a 
representa tive  of the M echan
ics and C hauffeurs, d is to rted  
the p rog ram  o f the U .P .W .U . 
when he said th a t the .union 
was fig h tin g  fo r jobs fo r a ll 
A m erican  citizens. T h is  by i t 
se lf is not an un tru th  but the 
U .P .W .U . does not d isc rim in a te  
aga inst fo re ign  born w orkers 
or any w orkers when i t  comes 
to a question of jobs.

By repeating  the re m a rk  and 
em phasiz ing the w ord A m e ri
can, R ourke m e re ly  con firm s 
the opinion held by m any w o rk 
ers Lhat he is con tinu ing  his

STRIKE VICTORY 
GAINS DEMANDS 
FOR PLUMBERS
Bosses Yield A fter 

Threat to Cancel 
Contracts

(Continued from  Page 1)
o r ’s proposal at a m em bersh ip  
m eeting  las t n igh t. The bosses 
reserved th e ir decision.

Faced how ever w ith  a th re a t 
th a t th e ir contracts w ith  the 
W o rld ’s F a ir  and the govern
m ent construction  jobs would 
be cancelled, and g iven over 
to em ployers w illin g  to settle  
w ith  the union, the bosses ac
cepted the proposal.

The v ic to ry  is a testim ony 
to the splendid m ilita n c y  and 
a lertness o f the p lum bers. De
spite s tr ike -b re a k in g  a c tiv itie s  
on the p a rt of the In te rn a tio n a l 
union o ffic ia ls  and locals the 
ranks o f the s tr ik e rs  rem ained 
f i rm  throughout. Funds fro m  
sym pathe tic  labo r organ iza
tions helped m a in ta in  the h igh 
m ora le  of the p icke t lines.

Las t week a ll the e ffo rts  of 
the State M ed ia tion  B oard  to 
a rrange a m eeting between the 
S trike  C om m ittee  and the em 
p loyers fa iled  when the em 
ployers refused to negotiate un
less the s tr ik e rs  included on 
th e ir com m ittee  M r. M aster- 
son, A ssis tan t General P re s i
dent of the U n ited  Association 
of P lum bers and S team fitte rs . 
M asterson had demanded tha t 
the s tr ike rs  w ith d ra w  a ll p icke t 
lines fro m  B r o o k l y n  and 
Queens, inc lud ing  the W orld 's  
F a ir , under the p re te x t th a t 
th is te r r ito ry  came outside the 
ju r is d ic tio n  of the striking- 
local.

B reaks P icke t L ine
M asterson succeeded in ob

ta in ing  on o ff ic ia l o rde r fro m  
the In te rn a tio n a l headquarters 
dem anding that his ins tructions 
be com plied w ith , and he 
brought pressure on Loca l 1 
of B rook lyn  and Queens to pass 
th rough the p icke t lines.

The S ta lin is t - dom inated 
A u x ilia ry  Loca l 463 o f jobb ing  
and a lte ra tio n  p lum bers, whose 
in te rests are im m e d ia te ly  con
nected w ith  the successful te r 
m ina tion  o f the s tr ike , refused 
to l i f t  a fin g e r in  support of 
the s tr ike . In  o rder not to o f
fend M r. M asterson, they took 
a position of n e u tra lity , and 
even w ent so fa r  as to post
pone m em bersh ip  m eetings in 
o rd ^ r to avoid the progressive 
dem and o f Loca l 463 tha t the 
two locals am algam ate .

Independent Action Wins
H a rry  Vanarsdale , Business 

M anager of the E le c tric ia n s  
Union, Loca l 3, addressed the

red-ba iting  w h ich  was exposed 
only a few  weeks ago in P h ila 
delphia where delegates to a 
conference o n unemployed 
w ork discovered th a t Rourke 
had issued one of the m ost re 
ac tiona ry  red - ba iting  s ta te 
ments ever seen in  w ha t was 
ca lled an a tte m p t to w in  favo r 
w i t h  ce rta in  Congressmen. 
Th is docum ent was sent ou t in  
the name o f the U .P .W .U . a l
though no m em ber of the E x 
ecutive  Board of the U .P .W .U . 
but R ourke had ever seen it 
u n til i t  was exposed in  P h ila 
delphia.

S p ir it Good
O ther speakers, however, 

corrected  th is  m is ta tem en t. 
and the m eeting did much to 
rev ive  the m ilita n c y  and sp ir its  
o f the w orkers  who expressed 
th e ir approva l of rea l action 
ra th e r than the phoney S ta lin is t 
line of the W orkers A lliance .

Free copies o f the Socia list 
Appeal were d is tr ib u te d  to a ll 
the dem onstra tors and in add i
tion m any were sold.

p lum bers and pointed ou t in  a 
m ilita n t speech th a t on ly the 
independent action of the w o rk 
ing class can w in  any rea l im 
provem ents and th a t m ost of 
the defeats labor has suffered 
can be la id  a t the door of the 
tra ito rs  in  its  own ranks ho ld 
ing h ig l; o ffice  and positions of 
power.

The E le c tr ic ia n s ’ l o c a l  
bought 8.000 ticke ts  at $1 each 
fo r the p lum bers ' s tr ik e  benefit 
a ffa ir  scheduled to be held 
A p ril 21, F r id a y  n igh t, a t R oyal 
W indsor Palace, 69 West 66th 
S treet.

Though the p r im a ry  issue in 
the s tr ike  has been won. i t  has 
yet. to be consolidated. N egoti
ations w ill be held to discuss 
a regu la r agreem ent. In  o rder 
fo r the s tr ik e rs  to m ake th e ir 
v ic to ry  perm anent they m ust 
d isp lay  the same m ilita n c y  in 
negotiations and conferences 
tha t they showed in the last two 
weeks of s tr ike .

FUNDS RAISED 
FOR REFUGEES

The Help-A-Refugee C am 
paign. inaugura ted  recen tly  
by the A m erican  Fund fo r 
P o lit ic a l P risoners and R e f
ugees to ra ise funds fo r re fu 
gees abroad, is proceeding 
successfu lly. E a c h  l o c a l  
com m ittee  of the A m erican  
Fund has taken fo r  “ adop
tio n ”  one refugee, and is a t
tem pting  to ra ise money fo r 
h im  .

Youngstown, whose quota 
fo r Pau l F ., Case No. 3, 
was $60, has a lready sent in  
$45 o f th is  am ount, and ex
pects to have $15 to $20,m ore 
next week. The Youngstown 
C om m ittee was assisted in 
ra is ing  th is money by the 
Peretz R eading Club, a Jew 
ish w om en’s organ iza tion . 
The rest of the $60 w il l  be 
obta ined by another read ing  
club, the Sholem A le ichem .

The Los Angeles C om m it
tee, w hich has taken fo r 
"a d o p tio n ”  Case No. 12. th a t 
of B e rgdo rf, a young s tu 
dent, w ith  a quota of $80 has 
a lready sent in  $60.70 o f tha t 
am ount. T h is  money was 
ra ised th rough a luncheon, 
theatre  p a rty , and o ther 
means by the Los Angeles 
C om m ittee.

The Sacram ento C o m m it
tee, w h ich  is handicapped by 
its  sm a ll m em bersh ip , has 
sent in  $5.50 on its  quota of 
$25 fo r Annette L ., Case No. 
11, a young w o rke r who has 
been im prisoned in  her fas
c is t country fo r her a c tiv i
ties.

Several of the o ther com 
m ittees have w ritte n  th a t 
they expect to have th e ir 
quotas f ille d  w ith in  a week 
or two.

8-PAG E M A Y  DAY 
A P P E A L  P L A N N E D :

The Appeal s ta ff is a lready 
at w ork  on an e x tra , 8-page 
ed ition  of the S ocia lis t Appeal 
fo r th is y e a r ’s M ay Day.

Th is  ed ition  w il l  be out on 
Tuesday. A p r il 25 so th a t i t  w il l  
be in the hands o f a ll branches 
no la te r than S aturday. A p r il 
29—a good two days before 
M ay Day.

The 8-page M ay Day issue 
w ill con ta in  a host, of special 
fea tures runn ing  a ll the way 
fro m  a h is to ry  of M ay Day to 
descrip tions of fam ous M ay 
Day dem onstra tions in  A m e ri
can h is to ry . In  add ition , there 
w ill be the usual news of trade 
union strugg les and the a n ti
w a r a c tiv itie s  of the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  and the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l.

* * *
W HAT BRAN CH ES CAN DO:

(J) A rrange  right, now fo r

sales and d is tr ib u tio n  of your 
M ay Day extras.

<2* P lace your e x tra  orders 
of Appeals im m ed ia te ly . No ex 
Ira  o rders w il l  be accepted aft. 
e r A p r il 22.

13» Send in branch greetings 
no la te r than A p ril 22. So fa r  
on ly one branch has done th is  
—the A llen tow n branch o f 
P ennsylvan ia .

<4 > Get busy on the co lle c 
tion lis ts  o f gree tings fo r the 
Appeal.

<5> H ave you r branch send 
in paym ent fo r its  e x tra  M ay 
D ay bundle. T h is  is our on ly 
means of fin a n c ing  it.

* $
N O TE:

The specia l 8-page M ay Day 
issue w ill se ll a t the same p rice  
o f 3c and w ill cost the branches 
the usual p rice  of 2c each.

* * ❖
O il to a m ilita n t, an ti-w a r 

May Day under the leadersh ip  
o f the Socia list Appeal and the 
F ou rth  In te rna tiona l'.

N ew  York Legislators 
Begin To Slash W ages

Government Employees Are Victims of New 
"Economy-minded" Program

A po licy  o f business appease
m en t to p a ra lle l the new New 
Deaf is the a im  of the New 
Y o rk  State leg is la to rs. There 
m ust be no new taxes, no add i
tiona l expenses incu rred  by so 
c ia l leg is la tion  and, above a ll, 
governm ent economies are 
again in  o rder. Today in  A l
bany, it  is proposed to cu t a ll 
sa la ries, and to repeal the p ro 
visions of the recen tly  passed 
annual, m anda to ry  sa la ry  in 
crease law.

Th is  act p rovided fo r an in 
crease fo r a ll "d e se rv in g ”  em 
ployees o f two do lla rs  a weex, 
each year, u n til the m ax im um  
of the grade was approached. 
The purpose o f th is  leg is la tion  
was to ra ise state employees 
above the present low sa la ry  
level, exem p lified  by the $17 a 
week entrance sa la ry .

In  p riva te  in d u s try , when
ever p ro fits  sh rin k  or are not 
high enough accord ing  to the 

¡ca lcu la tions o f the em ployers, 
they a u to m a tica lly  reso rt to 
s lash ing wages. Th is  is A.B.C . 
to .any w orker.

C ity  and state a d m in is tra 
tions pe rfo rm  th e ir economies 
in exac tly  the same m anner as 
the sw eat shop kings.

To th w a rt e ffec tive  a c tiv ity  
by the aroused governm ent 
w orkers, who have g radua lly  

1 become conscious o f the neces
s ity  of un ion iza tion , chiefs of 

i the R epublican and D em ocra tic  
parties  have put, fo rw a rd  anti- 

| union suggestions. "G od save 
A m erica  ’ McNaboe has again 

| passed h is  "A n ti-R e d  B i l l ”  in  
i the Senate. Its  v ic ious p ro v i
sions are aim ed ac tua lly  
aga inst trade union m ilita n ts . 
Another jew e l of reaction is the 
Bew ley b ill w h ich would p ro 
h ib it sta te  employees from  
jo in ing  a union.

S ta lin is ts  M is lead U nion
In  th is  fig h t, the S ta lin is ts , 

loud ly laud ing  the c ity  and 
state po litic ians  as “ our 
fr ie n d s ,"  have led the m em ber
ship of the State. County and 
M un ic ipa l W orkers of A m erica  
(C .I.O .) in to a fu t ile  maze of 
p o s tc a rd  w rit in g , reso lu tion 
sending and conference-hold
ing.

The c lim a x  o f th e ir e ffo rts  in 
the present budget cam paign 
has been the sending of thou
sands of post-cards to Hon. 
Abbot Low  M o ffa t, u rg ing  th is 
g re a t benefactor of the prole 
ta r ia t to com bat intended wage 
cuts.

M ilita n ts  and progressives 
w ith in  the union who advance 
a thorough p lan fo r a vigorous 
cam paign against the bankers ' 
re trenchm en t p rog ram , against 
support o f any c a p ita lis t p o li
t ic ia n  o r p o lit ica l m achine, are 
vehem ently  denounced by the 
S ta lin is t union leadership.

Shall the union ins is t th a t a ll 
o ffic ia ls  of the state and c ity  
express th e ir  views on the 
question of sa la ry  cuts? Of 
course no t! W hat i f  they fa vo r

TRU CK  BOSSES T H R E A T E N  
SUIT AGAINST STR IK ER S

( S p e c ia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a l)
H A R TFO R D , Conn., A p r il 2. 

—C onnecticut labor m ay soon 
have another D anbury  H a tte rs  
Case on its  hands.

The C onnecticut M otor T ru ck  
Association has announced its  
in ten tion  to f ile  su it fo r dam 
ages aga inst the s ta te ’s te a m 
s te rs ' union, now invo lved in  a 
tr i-s ta te  s tr ike  fo r  a reg iona l 
con tract. A ccord ing  to the an
nouncem ent, t h e  d a m a g e s  
c la im ed by the tru ck  owners 
m ay soar to a lo fty  astronom ic
a l f ig u re  anyw here between 
$500,000 and $1.000,000!

Owners are p leading th a t un
der the Sherm an and C layton 
Acts, the union is g u ilty  o f con
sp iracy  to destroy ce rta in  con
cerns because the s tr ike  in  its 
conception was d irec ted  on ly 
aga inst the three m a jo r f irm s  
in  the state.

A c tu a lly , a lm ost a ll o f the 
s ta te ’s d rive rs  are now id le , 
since m any of the sm a lle r 
tru c k in g  o u tf its  were ordered 
by the Associa tion to re ta lia te  
aga inst the re s tric te d  w a lkou t 
by w ith d ra w in g  th e ir  trucks  
fro m  duty , thus in s titu tin g  
w ha t am ounts to a lockout.

these cuts, te m p o ra rily , o f 
course, and in  a m od ified  
fo rm ?  To expose th e ir  stand 
m ig h t revea l the tru e  id e n tity  
ol some of the heroes of the 
in c ip ie n t A m erican  "Demo
c ra tic  F ro n t."

Won’t  M ake F ig h t
Shall the U nion assemble 

I thousands o f trade unionists in  
New Y o rk  fo r a mass demon- 
s tra tio n  as a s t ir r in g  pro test 

I aga inst a slashed budget?
! N ever! T ha t m ig h t em barass 
H is Honor, the M ayor, and only 
T ro tsky is ts  w il l  stoop to such 
tim e-honored tac tics . F o r you 
see, the first, advice fo r cutting- 
even low sa la ries  came not 

'f ro m  the C ham ber of C om 
m erce. o r the ava ric ious  bank
ers, o r even the reac tiona ry  
Republicans, but d ire c tly  fro m  
the exa lted hero of the A m e r
ican Labor P a rty , the Popu la r 
F ro n tis t, F io re llo  H . LaG uard- 

! ia.
Any encounter o f a trade 

I union of governm ent employees 
1 aga inst state leg is la to rs  and 
1 a d m in is tra to rs  is in e v ita b ly  a 
p o lit ic a l s trugg le . The S ta lin is t 
leaders o f the union, however, 
cannot s trenuously oppose th e ir 
'" l ib e ra l”  a llies  in  o ffice . Who 
is so presum ptuous as to expect 
a S ta lin is t conflict, w ith  '"Com 
rades”  LaG uard ia . Lehm an, 
M ile r , K e rn , Hodson, D ayton, 
Sayre, etc.?

In  the State Insurance Fund, 
section of the La b o r D e p a rt
m ent. Loca l 45 is attacked by a 
“ pure re a c tio n a ry ,”  M a jo r 
N icho las W. M u lle r, who u t i l 
izes m any o f the com m on anti- 
labor tac tics  of the open-shop 
c ita d e l: labor spies, in tim id a 
tion, d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst 
union representa tives, etc. B u t 
a t no tim e  has the M a jo r ’s su
p e rio r, '" lib e i'a ]”  F rieda  S, M i l 
le r, In d u s tr ia l C om m issioner of 
New Y o rk  u tte red  a w ord of 
rem onstrance against M u lle rs  
an tics ; nor has her superio r, 
'" l ib e ra l”  G overnor Lehm an, 
candidate of the A m erican  L a 
bor P a rty , evinced the least, in 
te rest in the labor troub les ex
is ting  w ith in  his Labo r D e p a rt
m ent.

I f  the State, County and M u 
n ic ip a l W orkers is to lead any 
successful f ig h t fo r  governm ent 

) employees aga inst wage cuts, 
fir in g s  and d isc rim in a tio n s , a 
new, clean, m ilita n t, trade 
union line m ust be advanced by 
the progressive elem ents 
am ong the m em bersh ip . And 
then i t  w il l be necessary not 
on ly to em barrass M essrs. L a 
G uard ia  and Lehm an, but even 
to fig h t them .

NEWARK SCHOOL 
OPENS APRIL 25

The P rogressive  W o r k e r s  
School announced the opening 
of its  sp rin g  te rm  w ith  two 
classes beginning A p r il 25, at 

■ 252 M a rke t St.. N ew ark.
I Jack W eber w ill g ive a course 
on ” 1919-1939, A W orld  In  Mo- 

it io n ."  dea ling  w ith  p o s tw a r 
¡h is to ry  in I ta ly . G erm any. Cen
t r a l  Europe. Spain. F rance and 
the Soviet. U nion, every  Tues
day n igh t fo r  6 weeks, at. 8 p in.

E rn e s t E rb e r. na tiona l p ro p 
aganda d ire c to r of the YPSL,

: w il l lec tu re  on " C ap ita lism  To 
S oc ia lism ,”  a popu lar exp lana
tion of M a rx ism  and the tra n s i
tiona l p rog ram  o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , every Tuesday 
night, fo r 6 weeks, a t 9:30 p .m .

The cost, o f each class w il l  be 
25c fo r the series. 5c a class, 
b rin g in g  it. w ith in  the reach of 
every w orker.

Those who are in terested, 
should w r it0 fo r fu r th e r  de ta ils  
to M . D avis, D ire c to r o f the 
school, 252 M a rke t St., N ew ark.
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In  the W orld  of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens

I.F.T.U. Postpones Meeting 
In the Midst of Crisis

The increas ing ly  sharpened cha rac te r o f po 
lit.ica l events appear to have para lyzed co m 
p le te ly  ihe bureaucra ts of the In te rn a tio n a l 
Federa tion  of T rade Unions.

A re g u la r m eeting o f the E xecu tive  o f the 
I.F .T .U . was due in  M arch . H it le r  was tak ing  
Czechoslovakia and M em el. F ranco  was en
te rin g  M adrid  and Valencia. W ith  such heat 
on, the C itrines and Schevenels decided . . .  to 
postpone th e ir m eeting !

I t  was not by accident th a t the on ly in te rn a 
tiona l w ork ing  class organ iza tion  m eeting m 
the m ids t of the c ris is  la s t Septem ber and issu
ing its ca ll to action was the F ou rth  In te rn a 
tiona l. W hile the social re fo rm is ts  and S ta lin 
ists become p e tr if ie d  by the im p a c t of the 
c ris is , the revo lu tion is ts  of the F o u rth  In te r 
na tiona l loom as the only hope of action fo r 
the w o rld ’s w orkers.

How They Worked 
To "Save Spain'

A pam ph le t w r itte n  by Jean Rous, F rench 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis t who spent m any 
months in  Spain between Ju ly  1936 and the 
conclusion of the c iv il  w ar. has ju s t been pub- 
l.>hed in F rance under the tit le  ’ Spain 1936— 
Spain 1939: The R evolu tion A ssassinated." I t  
covers the whole period w ith  an am azing mass 
of d e ta il.

The Rous pam phle t should be of p a rt ic u la r  
va lue in m aking  c lea r the c r im in a lly  m istaken 
line of the P .O .U .M . The im potence of its  cen
tr is t  polic ies is c la r if ie d  th roughout by the 
m ere re c ita l of events and the P .O .U .M .'s  re 
action to them . The v ic tim iza tio n  of th is  p a rty  
by the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir People's F ro n t a l
lies should not, despite our sym pa thy  and 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the v ic tim s , close anyone's 
eyes to its  false po litics .

Rous cites a le tte r of M ay 25, 1937 w ritte n  by

the soc ia lis t W ar M in is te r of the L o y a lis t gov
ernm ent, P rie to , to his p a rty  com rade, the 
L o y a lis t am bassador Lo the U nited States, 
Fernando de los Rios. Th is  le tte r shows w ith  
w ha t zeal these "s o c ia lis ts "  went about sav
ing Spain . . by crushing- the Spanish w ork ing  
class organizations.

" F in a l ly , ”  says P rie to  in one of the pas
sages, " th e  m ost im p o rta n t p a rt of ou r m op
ping-up process in the rea r lias been con
cluded. A t Barce lona, as w ell as in the rest of 
the province, the wheels of the F .A .I. and the 
C .N .T. I the ana rch is t mass o rgan iza tions— 
Ed. I have been com ple te ly  stopped, th e ir most 
dangerous elem ents are e ithe r dead o r im 
prisoned. W hat's even m ore im p o rta n t, is  the 
fa c t th a t those who have come to th e ir  senses 
are today e ithe r convinced or a t the ve ry  least 
m ore m oderate. . . . We have n 't yet fin ished 
m opping up com ple te ly . We have decided, 
am ong o ther th ings, to tra n s fe r these elements 
to the m ost dangerous fron ts . In  th is  m anner 
the d is rup te rs  w il l  aid us in  perfecting  our 
m opping-up process, fo r w hich we should be 
ve ry  th a n k fu l to them . . . .  In  fo llow ing  th is 
line  of conduct, we sha ll, as you know, please 
the three countries who have aided us m ost 
and who, quite recen tly , have demanded such 
a course fro m  u s ."

We learn  fro m  the press th a t de los Rios 
has fo rm a lly  resigned his post as am bassador 
and th a t he is jo in ing  the teach ing s ta ff o f the 
New School fo r Social Research, where he 
w il l  no doubt lecture  on how to f ig h t fasc ism .

Th is is no m ore than f it t in g . F o r, as B ernard  
Shaw once rem arked . "H e  who can. does; he 
who can 't, teaches."

Labour Party Branches Flock to 
"Anti-Register" Opposition

T h ir ty -n in e  branches o f the B r itis h  Labour 
P a rty  have o ff ic ia lly  flocked to the g row ing  
rank and file  opposition against the N a tiona l 
R eg iste r conscrip tion  scheme, the develop
m ent of w h ich  has been recorded re g u la rly  in  
th is  colum n.

On the Line w ith  B ill M organ

The case of E g b e rt Q. Rubberbone is not 
unusual. A lm ost everyday his l it t le  s to ry  ap
pears somewhere in  some new spaper—gener
a lly  on page th r ly - s ix . , I t  goes som ething like  
th is ;

"A f te r  th ir ty  years of fa ith fu l, de
voted service to the S narl & Sweat 
D epa rtm ent Store, M r. E g b e rt Q. Rub- 
berbone. known to hundreds o f local 
citizens as the assistant m anagei of 
the piano departm ent, was aw arded a 
gold w atch  a t a tes tim on ia l d inner in  
h is honor last n igh t. The w atch  was 
presented by M r. Snarl who said. 'We 
need m ore men like  R ubberbone.' "  

M illio n s  of people have read th is  lit t le  s to ry  
bu t how m any give i t  a second thought? Not 
m any. M ost fo lks  m ere ly  glance a t the head
line  and then pass on to the cross-word puzzle.

B u t behind th a t headline is a s to ry. Men 
like  Rubberbone are not born everyday and 
th e ir k ind are ra p id ly  passing in to  the pages 
of h is to ry . Soon they w ill be ex tinc t like  the
Dodo. , , . ,, .

And M r. Snarl knew w hat he was ta lk in g  
about— w ithou t men like  Rubberbone the sys
tem  of heads I-w in -ta ils -you  lose w ould not last 
ve ry  long.

A ll For a Watch
F o r th ir ty  years of fa ith fu l, devoted service.

F o r th ir ty  long, d rea ry  years of leaping 
out of bed like  a hunted c r im in a l every m orn 
ing  a t seven a .m .—bo lting  down a c ru lle r  and 
a cup o f m uddy coffee—rushing down into a 
da rk , d ir ty  subway where he was jam m ed  and 
shoved in to  a crowded s tin k in g  subway c a r -  
ou t and up and in to the o ffice  to shove his 
tim e  card  in to the clock ten m inutes ea rly  and 
then to pu t in e igh t or m ore so lid  hours on his 
fee t and no tim e  or place to rest. Home at 
n ig h t—to a s tu ffy  f la t  in  the suburbs where 
he fa lls  asleep over the d inner tab le . T h ir ty  
years of th is—fo r a w atch. A w atch w orth  
tw en ty -five  bucks in  any hock-shop.

And E g b e rt is sa tis fied . I f  you ask h im  w hy 
he never becomes fed up w ith  the life  of a 
plough horse he is surprised. He says. " I t 's  
people like  you who make a ll the troub le  in  
th is  w orld . You a lw ays w an t to upset, e ve ry 
th ing . . . . "
Egbert Doesn't Think

E g b e rt ju s t doesn’t  stop to th in k  w hy any
one should w ant lo  upset th ings. He never 
stops to ask questions and he never has any 
doubts about th ings. He accepts his boss s 
answers to eve ry th ing . He even feels so rry  fo r 
the boss. He says the boss cou ldn ’t  get along 
w ithou t h im  and he cou ldn 't get along w ith 
out the boss. And E g b e rt is r ig h t again. Only 
E g be rt ju s t doesn't know how r ig h t he is. . . .

F o r th ir ty  years he kept his place and never 
spoke out of tu rn . W henever he fe lt  i l l  he 
forced h im se lf to the store and d id n 't m ention 
i t  to a soul. H is stom ach suffered as a resu lt 
o f ea ting  h a lf ro tten  food in c la tte r-bang  one 
a rm  lunch rooms.

When debts m ounted and his w ife  cou ldn ’t 
pay the g rocer o r the e le c tric  b ills , E gbe rt 
hesitated. A fte r weeks of m enta l to rtu re  he 
c raw led  to the boss's o ffice . H a t in  hand and 
hea rt in m outh, he spoke so ftly  and fe a r fu lly .

"P lease . . . . I 'v e  been here seven years . . . 
there have never been any com pla in ts . . .  a l
ways on tim e  in the m orn ing  . . . consider it  
a p riv ilege  to be w ith  the com pany. . .

Egbert Was a Spartan
The custom er was a lw ays r ig h t w ith  E gbert. 

F o r th ir ty  years he listened to the custom ers 
com p la in ts  and took the g u ff handed h im  by 
M rs. Van Up de B ucke t and her crow d of 
parasites. S m iling  a ll the w h ile  E g b e rt took 
i t  on the ch in  fo r the com pany. F o r th irty- 
years. . . .

When E g b e rt's  bank and its  p resident turned 
out to be as phoney as the costume je w e lry  in  
the Snarl & Sweat D epartm ent Store. E gbe rt 
m ere ly  frow ned the s ligh tes t b it and began a ll 
over again to bu ild  another lit t le  account in 
another l it t le  bank.

And a Company Stool
And when M r. Robertson, the new salesm an 

in the Sports D epartm ent began lo ta lk  about 
a union . . . h o rro rs ! A bolshevik r ig h t under 
his ve ry  nose. . . . E g b e rt excused h im se lf 
po lite ly  and risked losing a sale in o rde r to 
in fo rm  M r. Snarl of th is  menace to the human 
race and to the S narl & Sweat D epartm ent 
Store in  p a rtic u la r. O f course, when Robertson 
got the sack E gbe rt got a ra ise. N ot much of a 
ra ise to be sure but i t  did mean recogn ition  of 
" . . .  m y im portance  to the com pany, . . .  a 
rew ard  fo r va lo r, so to speak. . . . ”

In  1929, when the d-press ion  had ju s t begun, 
Egbert, d id not get any bonus at C hris tm as 
tim e . E g b e rt d id n 't expect one e ith e r—he 
knew how hard  i t  was fo r M r. S narl to make 
ends m eet w ithou t g iv in g  out bonuses. "P o o r 
M r. S n a rl."  he would say to Agnes the cashier 
in  the piano departm ent, "he  has so m any 
w orries , so m any prob lem s these days. . . 
And Agnes would l i f t  he r eyebrows s lig h tly  
and say. "Y e a h —the poor guy. N ext th ing  
you know he 'll be on home re lie f. . . . "

The ve ry  words Home R e lie f would a ffect 
E g b e rt som ething te rr ib le . " B u m s !"  he shout
ed, "L o a fe rs ! U nde rm in ing  in d iv id u a l in it ia 
tiv e —destroying A m erican  ins titu tions . . . 
And Agnes would sigh, "Y e ah , I  guess a ll 
them  bu ild ings, ra ilroads  and autom obiles 
were b u ilt by bum s.”

His Time Was Theirs
One day Agnes fig u re d  out the ex tra  tim e  

E g b e rt pu t in  on the job—tim e  fo r  w h ich  E g 
b e rt was not paid. He came in ten m inutes 
e a rly  in  the m orn ing , w ent to lunch five  m in 
utes a fte r everyone else and re turned five  
m inutes before the others and then stayed ten 
m inutes a fte r c losing tim e  to m ake sure he 
w asn 't needed by M r. S narl. I t  came to th ir ty  
m inutes a day—three hours a week. B y  the 
end of the year E g b e rt had donated one hun
dred and f i f t y  hours of w o rk  to the store. And 
E g b e rt had been w ith  the store th ir ty  years 
so th a t m eant he had w orked 4.500 hours or 
exac tly  500 days fo r w hich he had received 
not one cent—unless one figu res  the w atch 
g iven h im  at the end of th a t tim e .

A tw en ty -five  d o lla r w atch  fo r 500 days 
w ork. When M r. S narl Said, "W e need m ore 
men like  R ubberbone,”  he ce rta in ly  said a 
m outh fu l.

Investigation Uncovers Shocking 
Medical Conditions In Mine Areas
(Concluded fro m  M ar. 31-issue)

Despite the high cost of m ed
ica l services in the m in ing  
cam ps a lm ost no provis ions 
ex is t fo r p reven tive  m edicine. 
Very ra re ly  does a woman 
have any p re-nata l care ; there 
are a lm ost no v is it in g  nurses; 
few ch ild ren  are vaccinated 
u n til they reach school age: no 
denta l care is p rov ided ; not a 
single class in health or hy 
giene was found in the whole 
te r r ito ry .

Yet fo r  cam p m ed ica l se r
vices, inc lud ing  ex tra  charges, 
the average cost to 100 men 
each year is 52,980, not in c lud 
ing hospita l fees. The Bureau 
of Cooperative M edicine which 
conducted the investiga tion  un
der in v ita tio n  fro m  the U nited 
M ine W orkers believes th a t 
th is  sum  is m ore than s u ff i
c ien t fo r an exce llen t service 
w ith  f i r s t  ra te  doctors, nurses, 
and m edicines i f  the money 
were handled in  an e ffective  
and responsible m anner. A t 
present a la rge  p ropo rtion  of 
the funds are d ive rted  d ire c tly  
into the com pany treasuries.
H O SPITAL C O NDITIO NS 
E V E N  M O RE SHOCKING

The p ic tu re  of hosp ita liza tion  
fo r the m iners  shows, i f  any
th ing . even m ore shocking con
d itions. The com panies deduct 
the funds fro m  the w o rk e r’s 
pay check, genera lly  tak ing  
$1.25 a m onth fro m  each man, 
and m ak ing  absolute ly no ac
counting of how i t  is expended. 
In  cases w here they tu rn  i t  
over to con trac ting  hospita ls, 
the hospita ls have no means of 
ascerta in ing  w hether the sum 
a c tu a lly  represents the whole 
am ount collected.

In  a lm ost every case in ve s ti
gated. the com pany re ta ined 
not less than 10 per cent, c a ll
ing i t  a "n o m in a l charge fo r 
co llec ting  the m o ney ." The 
Bureau estim ates tha t fo r every 
100 w orkers, about $1500 is co l
lected fo r the hosp ita l a fte r the 
men have a lready con tribu ted  
$2.980 fo r the cam p doctor. 
T h is  am ount is increased by 
$500 th rough ex tra  charges.
H O SPITALS 
LACK BEDS

U nited States G overnm ent 
figu res  ind ica te  th a t the m in i
m um  adequate standard is 4.5 
general hosp ita l beds fo r 1.000 
popula tion. In  the area inves
tiga ted  there are only about 
2.5 beds fo r  1,000, and the men 
are paying  e xo rb itan t rates fo r 
th e ir support. Accord ing  to an 
investigation  made by the West

V irg in ia  Leg is la tu re  in 1931. 
the m iners often pay 55,000 fo r 
a service tha t a t m ost should 
cost $1.000.

Sharp com petition  exists be
tween d iffe re n t hospita ls. This 
condition is fostered by the 
operators. Not only is there 
cu tth ro a t b idd ing  between the 
hospita ls but b rib in g  is f re 
quently  resorted to and rebates 
are given to the coal operators. j
C O M PAN IES c o n t r o l  
THR O U G H  C H EC K-O FF

C ontro l of the check-off gives 
the com panies contro l of the | 
hospita ls. In  one instance the , 
investiga to rs  were to ld  th a t the | 
construction  o f a new hospita l 
bu ild ing  was financed th rough I 
an increase in the m en ’s wage i 
deductions but the operators 
kept the deed and la te r tu rned | 
i t  dyer to a group of doctors.

As a resu lt o f the check-off 
and the fa c t th a t the few er the 1 
patien ts the h igher the p ro fits , 
most- hospita ls are re lu c ta n t to ! 
a d m it patients. F u rth e rm o re , 
patients are d ischarged as 
q u ick ly  as possible, som etim es j 
w ith  ve ry  serious results.

D IS C R IM IN A T IO N  AG AIN ST 
COLORED M IN E R S

The q u a lity  of serv ice  is ve ry  
poor. In  the whole area there 
are exac tly  fou r beds fo r con
tagious diseases,—no m a tte r 
how serious such cases m ay 
be. they m ust therefore be 
taken care of a t home. There 
are no ch ild ren 's  w ards w ha t
ever. Colored m iners  and th e ir 
fa m ilie s  who pay ju s t as m uch 
as the w h ite  are usua lly  cared 
fo r In ve ry  in fe r io r w ards. A l
though the equ ipm ent is fa ir ly  
good fo r em ergency su rge ry , in  
o ther respects it. is w retched. 
There is lit t le  o r no equipm ent 
fo r physio therapy or X -R ay 
trea tm en t. There is not a s in 
gle a r t if ic ia l feve r m achine or 
" ir o n  lu n g "  in  the en tire  te r r i 
to ry .

Each " l i s t "  p a tie n t's  tre a t
m ent is made as cheap as pos
sible. The m ine doctor is d is
couraged fro m  sending in  pa
tients, and is regarded as a ; 
"buck -p a sse r" and the ch ie f j 
enem y of the hosp ita l i f  he i 
does so. The B ureau 's  in ve s ti
gators did not find  a s ingle in 
s titu tio n  where there was rea l- j 
ly  adequate nursing- care. 
W ards are crowded to ex
trem es to increase the p ro f its .I 
even when there are o ther 
em pty  w ards in the same 
bu ild ing . In  the words of one 
m ine r, " th e  hosp ita l ca lls  us

Debate Shows Shaplen 
Condones 1919 Murders

A SALUTE TO DAVID REY
By DOUGLAS C O N LEY 

and M A R Y  W ILLS
A dispatch fro m  Barce lona 

published in the F rench press 
reports  th a t D avid  Rey has 
been arrested by F ranco 's m i l i 
ta ry  police. Th is is the same 
C atalan w orke r who was held 
fo r one and a h a lf years by 
the S ta lin is t police of the L o y 
a lis t governm ent and who was 
charged, w ith  other leaders of 
the P .O .U .M ., of conniv ing 
w ith  the fascists. H is new a r
rest stands as de fin ite  proof, 
i f  such is s t i l l  needed, of the 
absu rd ity  of these charges.

We re ca ll D av id  Rey <his 
rea l name is D anie l R ebull) as 
one of the fin e s t class-con
scious w o rke r-m ilita n ts  whom 
we have ever had the p riv ilege  
of know ing. An old w a r horse 
of the revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent, 
he was a lw ays ready to serve 
his com rades and his p a rty  
but. un like  the bu lk o f the 
younger POUM  leaders w ith  
whom he was associated, he 
was never too old to learn . In 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  enthusiasm  of 
1933, he s t i l l  saw the necessity 
of deep se lf-c r it ic ism .

He supported the L e ft W ing 
of the P .O .U .M ., led by his 
younger b ro ther, Jose R ebull. 
Th is  opposition, organized 
around its counter-theses of 
A p r il,  1937, a ttacked  N in 's  po l
icy  o f en try  in to  the Catalan 
G ene ra lity  and the ce n tr is t z ig 
zags of the P .O .U .M .'s  E xecu
tive  C om m ittee.

T h is  was not the f ir s t  tim e  
D avid  Rey had learned the les
sons of the w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent 
fro m  his own experiences. As 
a syndicalist- in  the Spanish 
trade union m ovem ent, he had 
years ago learned the need of 
p o lit ica l action, and had turned 
to the C om m unist P a rty . The 
ineptitude of the T h ird  In te r 
na tiona l even tua lly  led h im  to 
jo in  w ith  M a u rin  in  the split, 
w h ich created the W orkers and 
Peasants' B loc—w hich la te r 
fused w ith  the N in-Andrade 
group to fo rm  the P .O .U .M . 
D avid  Rey sat on the C entra l 
C om m ittee o f the P .O .U .M . 
A fte r Ju ly . 1936, he was sent 
as m anager of a w o rke rs ’ foo t
ba ll team  on an educational 
and m oney-ra is ing  tour, to M ex
ico. I t  was du ring  h is absence 
tha t the P .O .U .M . abandoned

its re vo lu tio n a ry  slogans to en
te r the governm ent m in is try .

Soon a fte r his re tu rn  to Ca
ta lon ia , his keen understanding 
and long experience w ith  p rob 
lems o f the w o rk ing  class con
vinced h im  of his p a r ty ’s m is 
takes. He jo ined his b ro ther, 
the able young business m ana
ger of La B a la lla , who, w ith  
the A p r il thesis, had taken the 
lead in se lf-c r it ic is m  of the 
p a rty  line. We feel confident 
that, had th is  B o lshevik self- 
c r it ic is m  on ly  arisen w ith in  
the P .O .U .M . m ore p ro m p tly , 
the h is to ry  of Spain w ould be 
d iffe re n t today, and such a 
courageous old m ilita n t as D a
v id  Rey would not be in  
F ranco 's  hands.

Th is  Catalan w o rke r stands 
as a sym bol of the tens o f thou
sands who have not given up 
the s trugg le , and who never 
sha ll, u n til the v ic to ry  o f the 
Spanish w orkers. H is p o lit ica l 
courage, his f i r m  stand against 
the oppo rtun is t s tream , should 
serve as an exam ple to A m e r
ican w orkers.

Salud to D av id  Rey. sym bol 
ot the re vo lu tio n a ry  w orkers 
o f B arce lona !

“ Yes. the Social-Dem ocrats 
shot down the C om m un is ts / 
And why n o t ! "  w ere the b ru ta l 
words shouted by Joseph Shap- 
lcn. spokesman fo r the Social- 
D em ocra tic  Federa tion  in a de
bate w ith  M ax Shachtm an, ed i
to r of the Socia list Appeal, last 
F rid a y  n igh t a t the Rand 
School.

Shaplen b lu rted  ou t h is 
dam ning adm ission w h e n 
Shachtm an. in  response to 
Shaplen's tirade  against B o l
shevism  fo r its  “ use of v io 
lence ," had described the v io 
lence used by the G erm an So
c ia l D em ocracy in  1919 against 
the G erm an w orkers  in  o rder 
to preserve the bourgeois state. 
As shocked expressions of an
ger were heard in the aud i
ence, Shaplen jeered, " I  re 
peat. w hy n o t? "

I t  was in th is  1919 onslaught 
against the re vo lu tiona ry  w o rk 
ers tha t the reac tiona ry  a rm y 
o ffice rs , turned loose against 
the w orkers  by the Social D em 
o c ra tic  governm ent, m urdered 
K a r l L iebknech t and Rosa L u x 
em burg.

Slanders Red A rm y
In  argu ing the a ff irm a tiv e  of 

the question. "H a s  B olshevism  
F a ile d ? ”  Shaplen repeated a ll 
the old slanders aga inst the 
R ussian R evolu tion. C la im ing  
th a t Len in  and T ro tsky  in  1917 
appealed to the “ lowest in 
s tincts of the arm ed masses ’ 
'e v id e n tly  re fe rr in g  to the 
fam ous "B re a d , Peace, and 
L a n d ,"  sum m oning the w o rk 
ers. peasants, and so ld iers to 
stop the im p e r ia lis t w a r), 
Shaplen repeated severa l tim es 
th a t the Red A rm y  th a t de
feated the A llied  and W hite 
G uard a rm ies  on tw enty-tw o 
fron ts  was composed o f the 
dregs of socie ty—"th e  soldates- 
ca. the igno ran t, declasse, 
lu m p e n p ro le ta ria t,"  S h a p l e n  
ca lled them .

A t no tim e  d id  Shaplen a t
te m p t to make the s ligh test 
analysis of the economic forces 
w h ich  have been exe rting  th e ir 
pressure on the isolated Soviet 
U nion du ring  the las t 22 years, 
and the e ffec t of th a t pressure 
upon the in te rn a l s itua tion  
there. H is whole speech con
sisted of repeating  th a t the po
lit ic a l h is to ry  o f the B o lshevik 
m ovem ent is m ere ly  a constant 
s trugg le  fo r power between 
the " in s  and the ou ts ."

"A I  C apone" Theory
Shachtm an described Shap- 

len 's outlook as the " A l  Ca
pone" theory of h is to ry , one in 
w hich g rea t advances and re 
trea ts  of the masses are unde r
stood by the Shaplens of the 
w o rld  on ly as power sh iftin g  
fro m  one "b o ss”  to another. 
Shachtm an reca lled  w ha t the 
enemies o f B o lshevism  always 
choose to fo rge t, th a t the B o l
sheviks them selves — w h ile  not 
sh rin k in g  fro m  the chance lo

ove rth row  ca p ita lism  w herever 
the oppo rtun ity  f i r s t  cam e— 
had alw ays em phasized tha t 
socia lism  could no t be b u ilt  in 
one coun try  alone: th a t Len in , 
T ro tsky  and others had p re d ic t
ed the degeneration of the Sovi
et. U nion, i f  i t  was le ft isolated 
w ith  its  m eager techn ica l re 
sources to face a superio r and 
hostile c a p ita lis t w o rld  econ
om y.

The re fo rm is t social demo
c ra tic  parties  o f Europe th a t 
rushed to the help of th e ir bad
ly  - shaken c a p ita lis t govern
ments in  the d is tu rbed period 
a t the close of the W orld  W ar 
and suppressed the w o rke r's  
revo lts , thus prevented any 
poss ib ility  of help fro m  outside 
fo r the Soviet Union, Shacht
man pointed out. Thus the so
c ia l dem ocrats w ere d ire c tly  
responsible fo r the Soviet U n 
io n ’s iso la tion  and the subse
quent degeneration of the Sovi
et reg im e as represented by 
S ta lin .

Shachtm an enraged his so
c ia l dem ocra tic  lis teners w ith  
a pointed and deta iled analysis 
of the close s im ila r ity  between 
th e ir p rog ram  and the p rog ram  
of the C om m unist P a rty .

“ The degeneration o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  has reached 
a fin a l stage o f co rrup tion  
which places i t  side by side 
w ith  the Social D em ocra tic  
P a rty  in every coun try  o f the 
globe where they ye t e x is t,"  
said Shachtm an. "E a c h  p a rty  
rem ains loya l to  its  c a p ita lis t 
governm ent and the na tiona l 
in terests of th a t ca p ita lis t gov
ernm ent, each lo y a lly  supports 
the w a r budgets of the c a p ita l
ists fo r the oncom ing im p e r ia l
is t w o rld  w a r, each entered 
Popu la r F ron ts  together in  
F rance and Spain on a com 
mon re fo rm is t p rog ram , each 
supports Roosevelt and the d is
cred ited  New D e a l."

R e fe rr in g  to the hypocrisy of 
Social D em ocra tic  devotion to 
“ le g a lity ,"  and "abho rrence  of 
v io lence,”  Shachtm an describ 
ed how in Spain the Socialist, 
C aballero , was overtu rned  by 
the Socia list, Juan N egrin , who 
was h im se lf ousted by violence 
by the Socia list, Ju lian  Bestci- 
ro—a ll th ree  belonging to the 
same p a r ty !—w h ile  the Social
is t, B lum , s trang led  the “ leg
a l"  Popu la r F ro n t governm ent 
a ll along w ith  his a rm s b lock
ade w h ile  P re m ie r of F rance.

The flus te red  Shaplen evaded 
a ll discussion of the s im ila r ity  
between S ta lin ism  and social 
dem ocracy. He was helped by 
the cha irm an , E lia s  T a rta k , a l
so a social dem ocra t. Both 
agreed th a t there was not tim e  
to answer or even discuss 
Shachtm an’s pointed questions.

The debate was heard by a 
packed ha ll. Tension rose high, 
and the cha irm an  had to ap

peal severa l tim es fo r o rder.

'c h a r ity  pa tien ts ' and trea ts  us 
worse than that, and ye t i t  is 
our money th a t keeps i t  going. ’ 
E X T R A  CHARG ES 
FO RCED ON P A T IE N T S

On top o f th is , every excuse 
is used to fo rce  ex tra  charges 
upon the pa tien ts. M a te rn ity  
cases and contagious diseases 
are never included in the con
tra c t. F o r special medicines, 
serum s, drugs, special su rgery  
—even of the m ost o rd in a ry  
k ind, there  is a lw ays an ex tra  
charge, usua lly  a t an e xo rb i
tan t ra te . The Bureau es ti
mates tha t ex tra  charges b rin g  
the to ta l ye a rly  hospita l expen- 
d iures to about $2,000 fo r each 
100 men. W ith  com petition  be
tween hospita ls e lim ina ted  and 
w ith  costly  equ ipm ent u tilized  
to its  fu lle s t exten t in  la rge , 
w ell-p lanned un its  of two or 
three hundred beds, th is  sum 
could fu rn ish  w ard hosp ita liza 
tion  .labo ra to ry  and X -R ay ser
vice, and. in  add ition , con
tr ib u te  tow ard  much-needed 
specia lis ts  and post-graduate 
tra in in g  fo r  m any cam p phy 
sicians.
E S P E C IA LLY  VIC IO US 
IN  C O M PENSATIO N  CASES

In  p reven ting  in ju re d  w o rk 
ers fro m  ob ta in ing  compensa
tion le g a lly  due them , the hos
p ita ls  and m ine doctors are 
used as especia lly  v ic ious 
weapons of the coal operators. 
Rates fo r com pensation in s u r
ance. the p rem ium  of w h ich  
m ust be paid by the com pa
nies, va ries  accord ing  to the 
seriousness o f the accidents 
and th e ir frequency. I t  is  com 
pany po licy  as a resu lt to m in i
m ize every  accident, no m a t
te r how serious the conse
quences to the injured- w orker.

D octors are en titled  to re 
m unera tion  fro m  the state 
com pensation fund fo r services 
rendered in  any accident case, 
but a doctor can send a b ill to 
the fund only on p e r il o f his 
job, because i f  b ills  are sent 
the com pany’s insurance p re 
m ium s increase. As a resu lt 
the m iners  m ust pay fo r th is  
serv ice  out of the check-off 
fro m  th e ir  wages. In  the same 
w ay the men pay fo r hosp ita l 
care th a t should be paid fo r by 
the com pensation fund. 
DOCTORS C O M P E LLE D  
TO F A L S IF Y  REPORTS

The serv ice  rendered to in 
ju red  men is gauged e n tire ly  
by com pany in te rests. Since 
the hospita ls derive  lit t le  ex tra  
incom e fro m  com pensation 
w ork, they tre a t accident cases 
as cheaply and as b r ie fly  as 
possible. Men are sent home 
before they are able to w a lk . 
Sometimes a leg is am putated 
because i t  is easier and cheap
er than try in g  to save it. The 
ex trem e was reached when the 
Bureau was to ld , in  one in 
stance, th a t men are som e
tim es a llow ed to die because 
death benefits are on ly  $4,000 
w h ile  to ta l pe rm anent d isa b il
ity  is $6.000.

I t  is fo r th is  reason th a t m ine 
doctors are com pelled to fa ls i
fy  death ce rtif ica te s  and acc i
dent reports  to con fo rm  w ith  
com pany desires. One m ine 
doctor in  West V irg in ia  recent
ly lost his job  because he c e r
tifie d  th a t a m an 's death was 
due to carbon m onoxide poison
ing  instead of "h e a r t fa i lu re "  
o r "s tom ach  tro u b le ,’ ’ as the 
com pany insisted. O ften, too, 
the forem en t r y  to show th a t 
the in ju ry  did not occur on the 
job. o r was the re su lt o f break
ing a sa fe ty ru le .

Th is  whole s itua tion  was 
nea tly  sum m ed up by a West

V irg in ia  a tto rney, who said, 
"B y  th is  method the em ployer, 
in e ffect, says to his em 
ployees, T w ill pay you com 
pensation fo r your in ju ry , but 
you shall subm it yourse lf to 
trea tm en t and exam ina tion  by- 
doctors of m y choosing and 
em ploym ent who are, of course, 
paid by you. and i f  the doc
tors so selected by me and 
paid fo r by you fin d  any d is
a b ility , I w il l  pay in acco r
dance w ith  such fin d in g .' ”  
Th is  a rrangem en t makes i t  ex
tre m e ly  d if f ic u lt  fo r  w orkm en 
to d raw  sickness insurance, ac
c iden t com pensation, or death 
benefits.

P ub lic  hea lth  in  the whole 
d is tr ic t su ffe rs  fro m  the m ine 
ope ra to rs ' con tro l of m ed ica l 
serv ice . In  West V irg in ia , fo r 
exam ple, there is bu t one state 
hosp ita l fo r tubercu los is  in  the 
southern coal m in ing  area. 
Th is  has 148 beds, a ll fu ll,  and 
275 people on its  w a itin g  lis t. 
When patien ts are f in a lly  ad
m itted , they have to pay $30 a 
month fo r th e ir  board and 
room  in  th is  state in s titu tio n . 
In  K en tucky  there  are but 18 
beds tha t m ay be occupied free 
of charge by tubercu los is  pa
tien ts o ther than those fro m  the 
c ity  of L o u isv ille . In  Tennessee 
there is no state tubercu losis 
hosp ita l w hatever. In  one coun
ty  of V irg in ia  alone there  are 
300 known ac tive  cases o f p u l
m onary  tubercu los is  w ith  in 
fectious sputum . One o f these 
is a m other w ith  fourteen c h il
dren.

There  is l it t le  doubt that, the 
pressure of a w ell-organized 
health service fo r the m iners  
w ould force m any im p ro ve 
m ents in  th is  s itua tion .
B U R E A U  SUGGESTS 
PO SSIBLE R E M E D IE S

A good deal o f the re p o rt of 
the Bureau is concerned w ith  
possible rem edies. The inves
tiga to rs  recognize th a t the 
m iners  are fu l ly  aw are o f the 
defic iencies in  m ed ica l service 
and are anxious to end them . 
The Bureau feels th a t th is  can 
be done only by in te g ra tio n  of 
m ed ica l services, respons ib ility  
on the p a rt of the doctors and 
hospita ls to the men they  are 
tre a tin g  instead of the m ine 
com panies, and con tro l by the 
men of the deductions made 
fro m  th e ir wages fo r these ser
vices.

On page tw e lve  of the repo rt 
the inves tiga to rs  fo rm u la te  the 
on ly rea l w ay to in s titu te  a re 
fo rm : "T he  fa c t is th a t several 
cam p physic ians to ld  us in  con
fidence th a t an independent 
hea lth  serv ice  backed by the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers of A m e r
ica o ffe rs  the one p o ss ib ility  o f 
an e ffec tive  so lu tion  to both 
th e ir  p rob lem s and those of the 
m in e rs ."
W O R KER S' CONTROL 
T H E  O N LY  W AY OUT

I t  is doubtfu l th a t John L . 
Lew is, head of the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers, who is now nego tia t
ing con tracts  w ith  the em p loy
ers. w il l  o f his own accord see 
f i t  to d is tu rb  coal com pany 
p ro fits  by ins is ting  th a t a ll 
funds collected fo r m ed ica l se r
vices be p laced s tr ic t ly  in  con
tro l of the union.

F o r the m iners  there is no 
o ther possible so lu tion. S tr ic t 
union con tro l alone can e lim in 
ate the evils . So long as the 
em ployers can m ake o ff w ith  
the wage deductions, disease, 
accidents, and death w il l  con
tinue to be a lu c ra tive  source 
of p ro fits  fo r the stockholders 
of the m in ing  com panies.

MASS PRESSURE 
STALLS CANADA 
CONSCRIPT PLAN

Canadian c a p ita lis t spokes
men, under the ris in g  anger 
and pressure o f the an ti-w a r 
sen tim ent of the Canadian 
w orkers  and fa rm e rs , la s t 
w e e k  d e c l a r e d  them selves 
aga inst conscrip tion .

F ir s t  D r. R obert M anion, 
long a staunch im p e r ia lis t and 
head o f the C onservative P a r
ty , decla im ed. " C a n a d i a n  
youth should not be conscrip ted  
to f ig h t outside the borders of 
C anada."

N ext, M ackenzie K ing , p res
ent P rim e  M in is te r and head of 
the L ib e ra l P a rty , rose in  the 
D om in ion P a rlia m e n t, and a t
tem pted to lu ll the suspicions 
of the Canadian masses, w ith  
a prom ise th a t his governm ent 
would never conscrip t Canad
ians fo r serv ice  overseas.

The pledges of these p o lit i
cians aga inst conscrip tion  are 
no m ore rea l than C ham ber
la in ’s : f u r  t h e r m o  r e. since 
R oosevelt’s K ingston . O nta rio  
speech las t August, and its co r
d ia l reception by both the L i 
bera l and C onservative pa rties , 
i t  has' been absolute ly c le a r 
th a t Canada's fo re ig n  p o licy  
w ill be de term ined fro m  W ash
ington, not London, and w il l  be 
geared to R oosevelt's w a r p ro 
gram .

In  his P a rlia m e n t speech, 
M ackenzie K in g  g ra te fu lly  re 
ca lled  R oosevelt’s pledge to 
preserve C anada’s te r r i to r ia l 
in te g r ity , and em phasized th a t 
Canada m ust a ttach  im m ense ly  
m ore im portance  to the U n ited  
States than 20 years ago.

B ehind a ll th is  rests C anada’s 
dependence on the W hite House. 
When Roosevelt g ives the w ord, 
prom ises made to the Canadian 
masses aga inst conscrip tion  
w ill be junked.

F o r the tim e  being, how ever, 
both p o lit ic a l p a rties  have 
made sta tem ents ca lcu la ted  to 
qu ie t the resentm ent o f the 
masses aga inst the h o rro r of 
another w a r. and lo p reven t the 
organ iza tion  of that, resentm ent 
by w o rk in g  class leaders whom 
they could not contro l.

HOLLYWOOD
MERRY-GO-ROUND

SOCIETY
Roughing It 
In The Carribean

H A M IL T O N , B e r m u d a  — 
V is ito rs , en joy ing  a Spring h o li
day on the B erm uda Isles, are 
tu rn in g  to the sports ca lendar 
fo r th e ir a c tiv ity  by day, and 
fe ting  v is it in g  sports ce le b ri
ties in the evening hours.

M any of the tennis sta rs of 
the U n ited  States are ga thering  
here now to com pete in  the 
nineteenth annual B erm uda 
c h a m p i o n  ships. Luncheons, 
teas, co ck ta il pa rties  and d in 
ner dancing w il l  honor the 
p layers.

The Jun io r Service League 
m em bers w il l  serve tea fo r the 
p layers  each day, before the 
guests go la te r on to cock ta il 
pa rties  at the va rious  hotels 
and homes.

—New Y o rk  T im es

"Slashing Relief 
Is Good Economy"

M IL W A U K E E , W is.—W alte r 
Monte boarded a s tree tca r 
near his home las t n ig h t w ith  a 
bundle in his a rm s. He tra n s 
fe rre d  once and then w alked 
in to  the C oroner’s o ffice  in  the 
Safety B u ild in g . There he un
wrapped the bundle — con ta in 
ing  a t in y  baby, dead.

"T h e  baby was born to m y 
w ife  a t home th is  m o rn in g ,"  
Monte said, his face w h ite  and 
lined. "T h e  F ire  D epartm ent 
Rescue Squad w orked tw en ty  
m inutes to save i t ,  bu t they 
cou ldn ’t. We are on re lie f and 
have no funds fo r  b u ria l, so I  
came he re .”

C oroner's assistants t o o k  
M onte 's burden. They to ld  h im  
to see re lie f au tho ritie s  M on
day about the b u ria l.

—New Y q rk  H era ld  T ribune

Pooh Bah N um ber One o f 
the m ovies, M r. W ill Hays, re 
cen tly  made pub lic  his annual 
re p o rt to the In d u s try . M r. 
Hays, whose function  i t  is, 
among o ther th ings, to con tro l 
trade  practices in the indus try , 
waxed chee rily  p a tr io tic  over 
the fu tu re . Said the G rand Sa
chem : "W e are en te ring  in to  
an A m erican ism  cycle  under 
the im p a c t of pub lic  op in ion .”

In  o ther words, a ll the fla g - 
w av ing  on the screen th a t has 
been seen of la te is m e re ly  a 
s tum b ling  p re lim in a ry . Now 
th a t M r. Hays has g iven his o f
f ic ia l blessing, th e re 'll be 
m ore Yankee be lly  wash dis--' 
ti l le d  in  the H ollyw ood g rog 
shops than even a tw o-fis ted  
g lu tton  can th r iv e  on.

And now th a t M r. H ays has 
had the gracious good m ind  to 
fo rew arn  us. we, fo r ou r p a rt, 
can look in to  the fu tu re  of the 
A m erican ism  cycle.

M ost p reponderant o f the lo t 
w il l be the H is to ric a l f i lm ,  
w h ich  w il l  show D o lla r Im p e r
ia lis m  bu ild ing  its  dem ocra tic  
em p ire . I t  is a lm ost safe to as
sume th a t a t least ten f ilm s  
w ill be released by the m a jo r 
studios d u ring  the f ir s t  s ix 
months a fte r the adoption of 
the new po licy . Where h is to r i
ca l fac ts  are hostile  or non-ex
is ten t, H ollyw ood w il l  inven t 
them . The legend should re ad ; 
I t  M ig h t Have Happened.

Since the H o llyw ood savants 
have fo r  some tim e  now been 
producing h is to rica l f ilm s , 
( "M a r ie  A n to ine tte ,1-’ and 
“ Gunga D in .”  . e tc .) we have 
come to k fiO tin h e ir tim e-tested  
fo rm u las . F o r exam ple, in  the 
case of In d ia , th a t rebe llious 
co lon ia l who l if ts  a r if le  
aga inst H is M a je s ty ’s Bengal 
Lancers is a do w n rig h t bloody 
dev il. In  the case o f the 
F rench  R evo lu tion , every  Jac
obin is a sloppy knave whose 
u ltim a te  purpose is to ra v ish  a 
Bourbon princess before sne is  
gu illo tined .

The A m erican ism  f i lm s  w il l  
fo llow  the same pa tte rn .

H o llyw ood w il l  be hav ing  a 
m e rry  tim e  of i t  these next 
m onths. Now th a t i t  is destined 
fo r h igher th ings, i t  need no 
longer confine its e lf to courag
eous a ttacks aga inst the na
tion 's  m others-in -law .

N A T  L E V IN E

REFUGEES NEED 
CLOTHING SAYS 
AMERICAN FUND

The A m erican  Fund fo r 
P o litica l P risoners and R ef
ugees has m ade an appeal 
fo r c lo th ing  fo r refugees. 
The need of the refugees is 
u rgen t: they cannot w a it fo r 
clothes! I f  yon have c lo th ing  
of any k ind w h ich  you can 
spare, you should b rin g  i t  at 
once to the o ffice  of the 
A m erican  Fund, Room 1609, 
100 F if th  Avenue, New Y o rk  
C ity , o r in fo rm  the o ffice , 
w h ich  w il l  send someone to 
p ick i t  up. A ll con tribu tions 
w ill be w elcom e.

DUNNE SPEAKS AT 
ANTI-W AR STRIKE

1 M AD ISO N , W isconsin—V. R. 
Dunne, state o rgan izer o f the 

| M innesota section of the Socia l
is t W orkers P a rty , was the 

, guest speaker a t the a n ti-w a r 
! s tr ik e  held on the cam pus of 
j the U n iv e rs ity  o f W isconsin at 
M adison on Thursday, A p r il 6.

Dunne received the in v ita tio n  
to speak fro m  the S tudent A nti- 
W ar S trike  C om m ittee , w hich 

1 asked h im  “ to g ive  the labor 
po in t of v iew  on the present 
w a r s itu a tio n .”

The W isconsin student s tr ike  
com m ittee , accord ing  to its  
cha irm an , R obert Rum sey, “ is 
composed o f a ll p rogressive an
ti-w a r elem ents on the cam pus 
who w ish to m ili ta n t ly  assert 
th e ir  stand aga inst w a r ana 
w a r p re p a ra tio n s .’'

'Tsar to Lenin' 
Shown al Forum
(S p e c ia l to  tla  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l)  

SOUTH B E N D , In d .— Close 
to 100 w orkers  fro m  Soutn 
Bend. M ishawaka and Goshen, 
Ind ., and N iles, M ich ., a ttend
ed the f irs t  show ing in no rth e rn  
Ind iana  of the f i lm  "T s a r  to 
L e n in "  and the lec tu re  g iven 
by A rne Swabeck on "T h e  Les
sons of the Russian R evo lu tion  
and the Sovie t U nion T o d a y .” 

M any questions w ere asked 
of the speaker. Considerable 
lite ra tu re  was sold, and a num 
ber of new contacts gained.

The m eeting was the f i r s t  o f 
a series of fo rum s th a t w il l  be 
held every o ther Sunday a fte r
noon by the S oc ia lis t F o ru m  o r
ganized by the S a in t Joseph 
County B ranch  of the S.W .P.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent wage for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 

workers’ control.
3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and bousing program.
r

4. Thirty-th irty! S30-wcekl.v m inimum wage— 
30-hour weekly m axim um  for all workers on

all jobs.
5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.

6. Expropriate the Sixty Fam ilies.
7. All w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante 

and Fascist attacks

On Labor Unity
President Roosevelt was instrumental in initiating 

the negotiations for unity between the A.F.L. and C.I.O. 
For Roosevelt unity means avoiding the necessity of 
taking sides; it means a greater chance of getting a 
united labor vote for his party; it means fewer ju ris 
dictional squabbles and consequently a more effective 
prosecution of any war that he may drag us into.

To these reasons the intelligent worker is utterly in
different. I le has more important reasons of his own for 
desiring and demanding unity—unity based on the ac
ceptance of industrial unionism in the mass production 
industries.

The achievement of unilv in the ranks of labor 
would, at the present time, constitute a tremendous 
stride forward. It would incre;i.sc the defensive power 
o f the working class, something that is absolutely neces
sary now when reactionary forces are mobilizing to 
take hack every concession labor has gained itt the last 
several years; it would, perhaps, stimulate an organiz
ing campaign such as the separation of the C.I.O. from 
the A.F.L. was responsible for.

To some it may seem curious that both the breach 
and the healing of the breach in the ranks of organized 
labor can bring about similar results. That is neverthe
less the case. The organization of the workers in the 
mass production industries on an industrial basis was 
so vital that the separation of the C.I.O. from the 
A.I I.. to achieve that objective was more than justified 
That split set the workers into motion with progressive 
results that are well known to everybody.

And now that industrial unionism has succeeded in 
organizing some of the mass production industries, the 
unification o f the forces of labor—always on condition 
that industrial unionism in the mass production indus
tries is to he taken for granted—would arouse great 
enthusiasm among the workers and might well lead to 
another great iullux o f workers into the ranks of organ
ized labor.

The only ones who w ill really benefit henceforward 
from disunity arc the bosses. From now on the two 
organizations w ill attempt to organize the same workers 
and the bitter disputes and rivalries that w ill inevitably 
result can be beneficial only to the employers.

No otic doubts the keen desire of the rank and file of 
both the A.F.L. and C.I.O. for unity. The main obstacle 
to achieving that goal is the fear of the A.F.L. reac
tionaries that unity with the C.I.O. might threaten their 
position of leadership. Nor arc the ambitions, trucu
lence and grand-stand playing of John L. Lewis favor
able factors for achieving unity.

Progressive workers of both organizations must give 
Iho leaders to understand that once industrial unionism 
in the mass production industries is accepted, all other 
questions can and should be compromised and no con
siderations of personal prestige and ambition should 
interfere with accomplishing that unity which will mean 
so much to the working class.

Battleships Before Relief
The "economy-minded” Congressmen slashed $5o,- 

ooo.ooo from W.P.A. funds. These same Congressmen 
didn't make a squawk about the two battleships of qS,- 
ooo toils each that the President ordered built at an 
expense o f approximately $200,000,000. Nor did the 
President suggest that perhaps the money spent for the 
battleships could very well go for relief. There may he 
a slight disagreement between Roosevelt and some Con
gressmen as to how much should he cut from W.P.A. 
hut there is no disagreement on the proposition that 
battleships come before relief.

What Do They Fear!
The House of Representatives has just passed a hill 

sponsored by Representative Dempsey which provides 
lor the deportation of an alien ¡advocating anv change 
whatsoever, whether bv legal means or bv force and 
violence, in the present form of government o f the 
United States.

The hill is so broad that if an alien happens to belong 
to any American organization, whether religious or 
fraternal, which advocates an amendment to the C011-

stitution, lie w ill be liable to deportation as ‘‘unde
sirable.”

It  he applies fo r citizenship and participates in any 
movement of a political nature, even i f  it is so mild 
that it docs no more than invoke the right of petition, 
he w ill imperil his chances o f becoming a citizen and 
might be deported at any time up until his final papers 
arc issued.

During no previous period of war in the nation’s 
history has any bill as drastic as this ever succeeded in 
worming its way through Congress—not in 177b. not in 
J812, when the U. S. was at war with England, not in 
1848 when the U. S. fought Mexico, not in i860 when 
the U. S. plunged into civil strife and turmoil, not in 
1898 when the U. S. engaged in war with Spain,'nor 
again in 1917 when the U. S. followed the rest of the 
imperialist nations into the vortex of the World War.

The bill constitutes a violent break with the official 
American tradition which at times has welcomed aliens 
to our shores and has always prided itself as furnish
ing the world’s sole haven lor the persecuted and 
oppressed.

Can it he that the structure o f American capitalism 
has become so flimsy and shaky, has approached so 
close to the brink of collapse that even the mildest 
shadow of criticism endangers its existence?

Casado's Last Chore
After surrendering Madrid last Tuesday, General 

Casado went to Valencia and issued a bogus proclama
tion, in thé name of the Communist Party, summoning 
its local leadership to party headquarters. When they 
arrived, they were surrounded and taken prisoner by 
Casado’s forces, taken to prison in trucks—and turned 
over for punishment to Franco when he occupied Val
encia a few hours later. A fte r this final task, Casado 
and his staff boarded a British warship at Gandia and 
fled to France.

What an utterly vicious act of vengeance against 
those with whom Casado collaborated so closely 
until March 5 ! He had learned these methods in the 
Stalinist school which produced Miaja. How many 
such monsters, trained to cynicism and corruption in 
the school of Stalin, have been let loose to destroy the 
labor movement everywhere—including, as in the case 
of Valencia, the local leaders of the Communist parties?

The New Leader, organ of the Social Democratic 
Federation, and the Socialist Call, Norntan Thomas’ 
organ, have justified the Casado coup against the Com
munists on March 5 . These people are beneath con
tempt : calling themselves socialists, they have not the 
slightest instinct of class-solidarity. They are blood- 
brothers to the Socialist, Bestciro, who joined Casado 
in the March 5 coup.

They Rewarded Him
In Aliquippa, Pa. a worker who was too old to do 

any work and who couldn't find a job even if  he tried, 
was given $3.60 a week fo r relief. Overwhelmed with 
gratitude at this generosity the worker volunteered to 
clean the streets for six hours a day and six days a 
week.

He died and was buried in Potter's field. a reward 
for his loyalty to the masters, a collection was made to 
remove his body to a regular cemetery.

The poor worker! He didn't understand that he had 
earned his relief allottment a thousand times over. He 
had slaved away for his bosses during his lifetime and 
had produced tens of thousands of dollars of profit for 
them. He was by right entitled to a decent pension and 
some comforts during his old age. He didn't understand 
all this and his reward for his failure to understand 
was a collection after his death.

There may he other workers with that same slave 
psychology. We must help educate them before they 
receive a similar “ reward.”

"Poor Little Poland"!
Now the tangle of imperialist rivalries in Europe is 

trying to straighten itself out in the form o f a bloc 
pledged to defend Poland, and possibly Rumania, from 
Nazi attack.

Should this arangement work out—and that is still 
far from certain—we would begin to hear, no doubt 
about “ poor little Poland”  under the Nazi heel.

“ Poor little Poland” ! W ill the bosses of Britain, 
France, and this country call upon the workers to de
fend “ democracy”  in Poland? W ill the Stalinist patri- 
oteers here and in those other countries echo this cry? 
Wc may he sure they w ill, i f  the bosses want it that 
way.

But they w ill forget that in Poland the Ukrainian 
minority has been crushed, the Jews vilely persecuted, 
the Germans, Czechs, and other minorities kept in v ir 
tual bondage. They w ill conveniently forget that Poland 
has been and is a military, scmi-Fascist dictatorship.

This is tlie “ democracy’’ they arc talking about 
defending!
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By Leon Trotsky

STALIN'S CAPITULATION
(Continued from Page 1) 

thanks to the manifold advantages of the totali
tarian regime, Stalin is his own Benes and his 
own General Syrovy. He replaces the “ princi
ples” of his policy precisely in order not to 
find himself replaced. The Bonapartist clique 
wants to live and govern. Everything else is 
for it a question of “ technique.”

In reality, the political methods of Stalin are 
^n no way distinguished from the methods of 
H itler. But in the sphere of international poli- j 
tics, the difference in results is obvious. In  a 
brief space of time H itler has recovered the 
Saar territory, overthrown the Treaty of V er
sailles, placed his grasp on Austria and the 
Sudentcnland, subjected Czecho-SIovakia to his I 
domination and a number of other second-rate j 
and third-rate powers to his influence.

During the same years, Stalin m et only de- j 
feats and humiliations on the international \ 
arena (China, Czecho-SIovakia, Spain). To look 
for the explanation of this difference in the per- j 
sonal qualities of H itler and Stalin would be | 
much too superficial. H itler is indubitably 
cleverer and more audacious than Stalin. How
ever, that is not decisive. The decisive things 
are the general social conditions of the two \ 
countries. \
R E A L  D IF F E R E N C E S  E X IS T

I t  is now the fashion in superficial radical 
circles to lump the regimes of Germany and 
the U .S.S.lt. together. This is meaningless. In  
Germany, despite all the state “ regulations” 
there exists a regime of private property in 
the means of production. In  the Soviet Union , 
industry is nationalized and agriculture collec
tivized. We know all the social deformities 
which the bureaucracy has brought forth in 
the land of the October Revolution. But there I 
remains the fact of a planned economy on the 
basis of the statification and collectivization of 
the means of production. This statified economy 
has its own laws which accommodate them
selves Jess and less to the despotism, the ignor
ance, and the thievery of the Stalinist bureau
cracy.

Monopoly capitalism throughout the entire 
world, and particularly in Germ any, finds itself 
in a crisis that has no way out. Fascism itself 
is an expression of this crisis. But within the 
framework of monopoly capitalism , the regime 
of H itler is the only possible one for Germany. 
The enigma of H itle r ’s success is explained 
by the fact that through his police regime he 
gives highest expression to the tendencies of 
im perialism . On the contrary the regime of 
Stalin has entered into irreducible contradiction 
with the tendencies of dying bourgeois society.

SPEECH IS A T R IA L  BALLOON
H itler w ill soon reach his apogee, if lie lias 

not already done so, only to plunge thereafter 
into the abyss. But this moment lias not yet 
arrived. H itler continues to exploit the dynamic 
strength of an im perialism struggling for its 
existence. On the other hand, the contradictions 
between the Bonapartist regime of Stalin and 
the needs of economy and culture have 
reached an intolerably acute stage. The 
struggle of the Krem lin for its self-preservation 
only deepens and aggravates the contradictions.

leading to an incessant civil w ar at home and, 
on the international arena, defeats which arc 
the consequences of that civil w ar.

What is Stalin's speech? Is it a link in tlic . 
chain of a new policy in process of formation, 
basing itself on prelim inary agreements already 
concluded with H itler? Or is it only a tria l 
balloon, a unilateral offer of heart and hand? 
Most likely the reality is closer to the second 
variant than to the first. As a victor, H itler 
is in no hurry to determine his friendships and 
enmities once and for all. On the contrary, it 
is to his utmost interest that the Soviet Union 
and the western democracies accuse each other 
of “ provoking w a r.” By his offensive H itler 
has, in any case, already gained this much: 
Stalin who only yesterday was almost the Alex
ander Nevsky of the western democracies is 
today turning his eyes toward Berlin and 
humbly confesses the mistakes made.

TOUGH JOB FOR C O M IN TE R N  LIARS
What is the lesson? During the last three 

years Stalin called all the companions of Lenin 
agents of H itler. He exterminated the flower 
of the General Staff. He shot, discharged and 
deported about 30,000 officers—all under the 
same charge of being agents of H itler or his 
allies. After having dismembered the party 
and decapitated the arm y, now Stalin is openly 
posing his own candidacy for the role of . . .  i 
principal agent of H itler. Let the hacks of the | 
Comintern lie and get out of this how they can. 
The facts arc so clear, so convincing that no | 
one w ill succeed any longer in deceiving the 
public opinion of the international working class 
with charlatan phrases. Before Stalin falls, the 
Comintern w ill be in pieces. It  w ill not be nec- I 
essary to w ait for years before both these things i 
come to pass.
Coyoacan, March 11, 1939. __

P. S.— After H itler's entry into Prague ru 
mors spread of a return by Stalin into the i 
circle of the democracies. I t  is impossible to 1 
consider this excluded. But neither is it ex
cluded that H itler entered Prague with proof 
of Stalin's estrangement from the “ democra
cies” in his hands. H itler's abandonment to 
Hungary of the Carpatho-Ukraine, which did 
not belong to him, is a fairly demonstrative 
renunciation of plans for a Greater Ukraine. 
Whether this w ill be for any length of time is 
another question.

In  any case, one must consider it likely that 
Stalin knew in advance the fate of the Carpatho- 
Ukraine and that is why lie denied with such 
assurance the existence of any danger from  
H itler to the Soviet Ukraine. The creation of 
a common frontier between Poland and Hun- 1 
gary can also he interpreted as a manifestation I 
of H itle r’s “ good-will” toward the U.S.S.R. 
Whether this will he for long is still another 
question.

At the present pace of development of world 
antagonisms, the situation can change radically. 
But today it would seem that Stalin is prepar
ing to play with H itler.

L. T.
Coyoacan, March 24. 1939.

W O R K E R S ’ FO RUM
G A N D H I IS  WORSE 
TH A N  W E SAID

E d ito r of the S ocia list Appeal 
D ear F rie n d :

In  a recent issue of your pa 
per one o f your w rite rs  re 
m arked th a t M ahatm a G andhi 
had fu rn ished the B r it is h  w ith  
l ‘/2 m illio n  Ind ian  so ld iers d u r
ing the W orld W ar.

T h is  is not true . G andhi did a 
m uch be tte r job fo r the B r i 
tish ! He organized a lm ost 3 
m illio n  so ld iers fo r them —IV2 
m illio n  of whom  were k ille d  in  
fig h tin g  fo r B r itis h  im p e r ia l
ism . They fough t in Mesopota
m ia , T u rke y , A rab ia , the G a li- 
poli cam paigns (where alone 
close to a million died), other 
N ear E aste rn  sections and 
F rance. Close to a b illio n  do l
la rs  was ra ised by G andhi fo r 
the B r itis h  w a r chest.

These 3 m illio n  w orkers and 
peasants of In d ia  were m isled 
by the false prom ises of fre e 
dom given to them  by the B r i
tish  im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir 
fr ie n d . G andh i. B u t since then 
they have learned d iffe re n tly ! 
G andhi is again p repa ring  to 
do the same th ing , as your 
w r ite r  rem arks . B u t I  believe it  
co rre c t to say now th a t never 
again w ill an Ind ian  f ig h t w il l 
in g ly  in  the a rm y  of the B r i 
tish. I f  the Ind ian  w orkers and 
peasants refuse to fo llow  false 
leaders like  Gandhi, the B r itis h  
w il l  never be able to re c ru it a 
s ingle so ld ie r to do th e ir d ir ty  
w ork. Ind ians who re a lly  be
lieve in the independence of 
th e ir coun try  w ill f ig h t on ly in  
th e ir own a rm y —tha t of the 
w orkers and peasants—against 
B r ita in  and its  slave “ dem oc
ra c y .”

I  w il l  be pleased i f  you pub
lish  th is  correction  and thank 
you fo r your in te res t in the 
strugg les of Ind ia  fo r its  fre e 
dom.

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
K . A. Khan—an Ind ian  w orker 

A p ril 2. 1939

ON A TTA C K IN G  
PR ES. ROOSEVELT

E d ito r :
M any of the m ilita n ts  in  my 

W .P.A. union ob jec t to your 
broadside a ttacks aga inst P res
iden t Roosevelt. I  feel th a t your 
paper ought m ore adequately 
to answer the argum ents of 
these w orkers.

F o r exam ple, the w orkers  
ask: “ D id n 't Roosevelt do more 
fo r labor than any other P res i
d e n t? " “ D id n ’t Roosevelt, give 
us the W .P.A. and the W agner 
A c t? "  "D id n ’t  Roosevelt g ive 
us w ork  re lie f fo r the f ir s t  
t im e ? ”  “ So why knock the hell 
ou t of the on ly  guy th a t’s ever 
tr ie d  to do som ething fo r  labor 
— we don't, see the Appeal 
knocking Clio R epublicans like

i t  knocks Roosevelt. How 
com e?”

Tried to Answer
“ O f course, I  have tr ie d  to 

answer m any of these questions 
m yse lf. F o r instance, a ll th is  
week I have been po in ting  out 
th a t Roosevelt and the W .P.A. 
a d m in is tra tio n , under pressure 
fro m  big business, th rew  w id 
ows who are the m others of 
ch ild ren  o ff the Ohio W .P .A. 
ro lls  long before Congress con
vened in W ashington. I e xp la in 
ed to these w orkers th a t even 
before the Republicans ever be
gan to assemble fo r the opening 
of the present session of Con 
gress. R o o s e v e l t  appointed 
H a rrin g to n , a dyed-in-the-wool 
A rm y  m an, to break up the 
W .P .A . The th in g  th a t w ent ov
er w ith  a bang w ith  the w o rk 
ers was the illu s tra t io n  of the 
tie-up between Roosevelt and 
the cap ita lis ts  on the prépara  
tions fo r w a r, especia lly  the 
fa c t th a t R oosevelt's own p a rty  
voted unanim ously fo r the cnor- 
nous w a r expenditures.

I contrasted th is  huge m i l i 
ta ry  budget w ith  the p a ltry  ap
p ropria tions th a t were made to 
m a in ta in  w ha t is essen tia lly  a 
sham W .P.A. A rgum ents such 
as these im pressed the w o rk 
ers w ith  the fa c t th a t Roose
ve lt. a fte r a ll, is basica iy the 
handy m an fo r big business. 
They grasped th is  tru th  even 
bette r when I  pointed out that, 
as fa r  back as the sp ring  of 
1934. Roosevelt la id  o ff 400,000 1 
C .W .A . w orkers  w ithou t ba tting  
an eyelash.
Explains Anti-Labor Squabble

Speaking as one w orker to 
another. I was fu r th e r able to 
dem onstra te  th a t Roosevelt 
cannot act fa vo ra b ly  to, or 
show m uch sym pa thy  fo r, labor 
when big business tu rns  the 
beat on h im . And w ha t goes fo r 
Roosevelt goes double fo r the 
m ealy-m outhed stooges o f both 
the D em ocra tic  and R epublican 
pa rties  who represent the 
Cham ber o f Com m erce and the 
N ational Association of M anu
fac tu re rs . the only d iffe rence 
between the p o lit ica l hacks of 
both pa rties  being th a t they 
disagree s lig h tly  as to the 
methods of s ta rv in g  the work 
ers in to  subm ission.

The m ost eager response th a t 
came fro m  these w orkers  was 
when I  exp la ined to them  tha t 
labor, instead of re ly in g  on 
Roosevelt and the old line  p a r
ties, m ust, as p a rt of its  s tru g 
gle fo r be tter liv in g  conditions. I 
pu t union men into the C ity  | 
Councils, the State Leg is la tu res 
and the N ationa l Congress be
fore  i t  can expect to have tis  
needs heard.

M ay I  suggest th a t the 
I Socialist Appeal c a rry  regu la r 

a rtic les  in  every  ed ition illus - 
I G a ting  the breakdown o f the 
I system  and R oosevelt's at-

FRANCO FORCES 
VICTIMS INTO 
SLAVE GANGS

(Continued from Page 1)
to ilin g  masses len t a g r im  o v 
ertone to the te leg ram  sent to 
F ranco  on A p ril 1 by Pope 
P i u s ,  expressing " s i n c e r e  
thanks fo r Spain 's desired 
C atho lic v ic to ry "  and con fe r
rin g  his Aposto lic blessing on 
the Spanish B utcher.

5|: * *
F . I). Recognizes F ranco

President Roosevelt accorded 
d ip lo m a tic  recogn ition  to the 
F ranco  fasc is t reg im e and 
s im u ltaneous ly  lif te d  the arm s 
em bargo on Spain on A p r il 1.

The haste w ith  w h ich  Roose
v e lt moved to establish fr ie n d ly  
re la tions w ith  F ranco was in 
g r im  con tras t w ith  his moves 
against L o ya lis t Spain du ring  
the c iv il  w a r. U nder his d ire c 
tion . Congress on January  8. 
1937 declared an a rm s em bargo 
w hich com ple te ly  cu t o i l  L o y 
a lis t Spain fro m  every  type of 
w a r m a te ria ls , w h ile  the fas
cists were in  no way a ffected, 
since they received a ll th e ir 
supplies fro m  I ta ly  and G e r
m any, inc lud ing  m uch m a te ria l 
im ported  fro m  A m erica  osten
s ib ly  fo r H it le r  and M ussolin i 
but a c tu a lly  fo r F ranco .

In Wilson's Foot-Steps
On M ay 1. 1937, when the 

genera l n e u tra lity  law  was 
adopted by Congress, legal e x 
perts stated th a t i t  d id no t spe 
fic a lly  app ly to c iv il  w ars and 
tha t, since i t  superceded all 
previous leg is la tion  re la tin g  to 
em bargoes. L o y a lis t Spain was 
e lig ib le  to purchase a rm s here. 
W hereupon, on the same day, 
Roosevelt issued a p ro c la m a 
tion  sp e c ifica lly  app ly ing  an 
em gargo aga inst Spain.

R oosevelts speedy recogni- 
ion of F ra n co ’s governm ent is 

ce rta in ly  not the p a tte rn  w hich 
would have been fo llow ed had 
the w orkers and peasants won 
in Spain. L ike  his predecessor, 
the "N e w  F re e d o m ”  W ilson, 
who refused to recognize the 
Soviet governm ent, Roosevelt 
would have refused to establish 
re la tions w ith  a successful a n ti
fasc is t governm ent in  Spain. 
This is su ff ic ie n tly  evidenced 
by his cu tting  the Loya lis ts  o ff 
from  a rm s th roughout the c iv il 
w ar.

tem p t to save i t  fro m  collapse 
a t the expense of the great 
masses of to ile rs . T h e re ’s not 
enough of th is  m a te ria l in  the 
Appeal. A s im p le  ana lys is  of 
the breakdown o f A m erican  

I ca p ita lism  is. I  fee l, w ha t the 
w orkers need.

I Toledo, O. T . S.

OE&t

G overnm en t
D u rin g  the past two m onths both Houses o f Con

gress have passed, and Roosevelt has signed, a 
re g u la r N ava l app rop ria tions  b ill to ta llin g  over 
S600.000.000. There has also been passed and s ig n 
ed a $350.000,000 b i l l  fo r the increase of the A rm y  
a ir  force.

A t the present tim e , jo in t com m ittees o f the two 
Houses are iro n in g  ou t ce rta in  m in o r con flic ts  in  
two other b ills , both of w h ich  are assured of pas
sage w ith in  the next week o r tw o : the re g u la r 
A rm y  app rop ria tion , reach ing  m ore than $500,000, 
000; and a b ill m a k in g  ava ilab le  a p p ro x im a te ly  
$50.000.000 fo r the expansion ' and construction  of 
nava l bases.

Two fu r th e r  b ills  are also being prepared in  
com m ittees: one a llo ttin g  about. $50,000,000 in  "e d 
ucationa l o rd e rs " fo r w a r supp lies; another fo r 
fro m  $50,000.000 to $100,000,000 to buy up and store 
essentia l m ili ta ry  supplies w h ich  must, be b rought 
in fro m  abroad.

These th a t I  have lis ted  add up to $1.600,000.000.

The Good Provider
B u t th is  is by no means the to ta l to  be spent 011 

a rm am ents  d u ring  the next year. A num ber o f 
m ili ta ry  and nava l ite m s—fo r exam ple, construc
tion  of m ili ta ry  posts and encam pm ents, a irp lane  
land ing  fie lds . Coast G uard , m ili ta ry  roads, e tc .— 
are ca rr ie d  in  the budget under a v a r ie ty  of non 
m ili ta ry  headings: T re a su ry  D epartm ent. C.C.C., 
W .P .A ., and others. Such expenditures would add 
another several hundred m illio n s .

Then there  m ust be taken in lo  account the sums 
app ropria ted  d u ring  previous sessions o f Congress 
w hich are now being used fo r the construction  of 
hundreds of w arsh ips and a irp lanes. The present 
session w ill undoubtedly m ake a num ber of "d e 
fic iency  a p p ro p ria tio n s " before i t  ad journs.

The grand to ta l fo r a rm am ents , d ire c tly  fo r  
a rm am ents , to be spent d u rin g  the n e x t fis ca l year 
w ill be fa r  m ore than  $2,000.000,000. Indeed, since 
i t  is ce rta in  th a t a la te r session of Congress w il l  
add va s tly  to th is  sum  before the nex t fis ca l year 
is over, i t  is hard to place any l im i t  on w ha t w ill 
be spent. Three, fo u r b ilions, even m ore , are en
tire ly  probable.

They are generous fe llow s, these Congressmen 
and th is  P resident. No one can charge th a t when 
they re a lly  take  som eth ing seriously they s tin t on 
pennies. rlh e  ins trum en ts  of death m us t be of the 
best q u a lity . No battlesh ip  bu t the fas test and 
strongest w ill do: no m achine gun bu t the most 
ra p id ly  death-dealing; no gas bu t the m ost ho r
r ib le  in  its  effects.

And w hat a happy fa m ily  they are when they get 
together to vote a rm am en ts ! N e a rly  everyone of 
the a rm am en t b ills  has ca rr ie d  unanimously; 
D em ocra ts and R epublicans. New D ealers and 
Old D ealers, P res ident and Congress. M arcan ton io  
and H am  F ish and-C arter Glass, a ll jo in ing  hands.

N or has th e ir  innocent pleasure been m arred  by 
any ja r r in g  notes fro m  "bus iness .”  E ve ry  section 
of business, every one of its  newspapers and m aga
zines. have rem ained d isc re e tly  s ile n t o r loud ly 
p ra is ing  w h ile  these b illions  have been voted.

The Picture's Other Side
D u rin g  these same last two m onths, 88,000 men 

have been dropped fro m  the W .P.A. ro lls . T h a t 
means about 400.000 persons who have been le ft 
w ith no means to ge t adequate food or w a rm th  or 
housing o r m edica l care.

The o rde r has gone out to drop severa l hundred 
thousand m ore th is  week, tw ice  as m any next 
m onth, about the same num ber in June.

Congress is debating w hether to advance $100,- 
000.000 or $150,000.000 m ore to W .P .A . The $50,- 
000.000 d iffe rence  can be trans la ted  in to  te rm s  of 
food or hunger fo r a m illio n  o r so persons. In  the 
House o f R epresentatives, w here the low e r fig u re  
ca rr ie d , no one even dream ed of suggesting any
th in g  h igher than $150.000.000. B u t $150.000.000 
means d ropp ing  an average of a t least 150,000 a 
m onth fro m  the ro lls .

M any m em bers of Congress have expla ined th a t 
they consider i t  an outrage to vote a s ingle a dd i
tiona l d o lla r to W .P .A. In  th is  opin ion, "bus iness" 
finds its e lf la rg e ly  in  agreem ent.

Appeasement for Whom 
and for What?

A naive observer fro m  M ars or a ¿south Sea Is 
land m ight, be a l it t le  puzzled i f  he should study 
th is  record of the las t two m onths o f Congress.

He m ig h t ask h im s e lf: W hy is it th a t so m any 
b illions  can be unan im ously voted fo r one purpose 
and then such hagg ling  and b itte rness over a 
m easly f i f t y  o r a hundred m illio n  fo r  another? He 
would d iscover, to his su rp rise , th a t the f i f t y  m il
lion  w hich d iv ided  the House on the W .P A do 
fic ie n cy  b ill is just, ha lf the p rice  o f a s ing le  ba t
tleship.

B u t he w ould soon bo en lightened. Any Congress
men or any businessm an could easily  exp la in  th is  
confusion.

Don't, you rea lize, he would be to ld , th a t the 
governm ent debt is so high and the y e a rly  de fic its  
a rc so la rge  that, we are headed s tra ig h t fo r bank 
rup tcy?  D on 't you understand th a t business is 
g e tting  nowhere because i t  is s trang led  w ith  so 
m any taxes? D on’t, you see. then, tha t the on ly 
way in w hich the co u n try  can be saved fro m  de
s truc tion  is through a rigorous p ro g ra m  of econ
omy and more economy? W .P.A. lias got to be cu t 
to the bone or w e ’ ll go to pieces in no tim e .

And if  our v is ito r re p lie d : So th a t ’s how i t  is? 
I d idn t  understand about- econom y. Now 1 would 
suggest that i f  you need some rea l savings you 
could get even fu r th e r by lopp ing a b illio n  or two 
fro m  these a rm a m e n t b ills . . . .

But, n a tu ra lly , ou r Congressman o r businessman 
would not be going to c a rry  th is  type of convcrsa 
tion fu rth e r. He w ould tu rn  aw ay, m u tte rin g : So, 
011 M ars or the South Seas they don 't even know 
the d iffe rence  between economy and p a tr io tis m ! 
H e ’s an a lien , by his own adm ission, and I ' l l  sec 
that, he is depoited, as he ought to be, fo r spread
ing  subversive doctrines.

A Young Anti-Fascist Contributes 
To the Fund for Political Refugees

The A m erican  Fund fo r P o lit ic a l P risoners and 
Refugees recen tly  received a donation of $5.00 fo r 
the G erm an refugees fro m  a seven-year-old con
tr ib u to r. S ho rtly  a fte rw a rd , the fo llow ing  le tte r a r 
rived fro m  th is  young an ti-fasc is t:
D ear S ir:

M y m other said you would like  to know how 1 got 
the money fo r  the G erm an refugees. F ir s t  I 
thought I  would get it  fro m  o ther people, but. then 
I  have found they a ll had ticke ts  fo r  it, so 1 de
cided to ge t some m oney m eself. I d id the house
hold jobs and used me allow ance. I did the dishes, 
.set the tab ic  and made beds, and that was a ll. I 
iust. gave $2.40 though, and the resi was given bv 
m y m other, and m y fa th e r, and m y uncle. Itto o k  
me a month.

I.g a ve  i t  because 1 liked  the poor p re tty  w e ll 
and I  was reading about. H it le r  in  the newspapers 
a t th a t tim e . And I  s t i l l  th in k  H it le r  is  a bum.

Yours s incere ly .

R icha rd


