
Shall We Be 
F ooled Now
As In 1917?

President Roosevelt's w ar m achine is hurtling  the United  
States down greased rails into the bloody abyss of a new world 
w ar. Each day sees the people driven closer to im palem ent upon 
the bayonets of w hatever “foe” Roosevelt decides they must fight 
to m ake the “world safe fo r democracy.”

Once again le t us review w hat the last W orld W ar to make 
the world safe fo r capitalist profits cost us:

In Human Lives
O f the 65,000,000 enrolled in the m ilita ry  forces, there were:
Known dead ..............................................  10,000,000
“Missing” ......................................................................  4,000,000
Seriously wounded .............................................. . 6f>00,00
Otherwise wounded ....................................................... 14,000,000

Total casualties a t the fro n t ...................................  34,500,000
“One out of every live men called or dragged to the colors 

was shot to death, blown to bits by high explosives, stabbed fa ta lly  
w ith  bayonet or trench kn ife, suffocated w ith  poison gas, or fe ll 
victim  to gangrene or epidemic disease.

“One out of every ten staggered home seriously Injured, a 
large number maimed fo r life —blind, deaf, w ith  face shot away, 
shattered by shell shock, often starkly insane, or w ith  legs or 
arms— or both—gone.

“O f the more fortunate, an approxim ate average of one in  
five suffered Injuries serious enough to  require hospital attention.

“To the 14,000,000 soldiers dead now add 28^X10,000—fo r by the 
latest estim ate, a t least th a t number of civilians perished before 
th e ir tim e as a d irect result of the w ar. Women and children, the 
aged and Infirm , fo r the most p art—m illions upon m illions of in ­
nocent non-combatants, of a ll ages, of a ll races, of both sexes, in 
almost a ll countries of the world.

“Cut down by pestilence or fam ine, cold or exposure, fire or 
poison gas, shot or shell or bombs from  the a ir, as they fled in  
panic here and there, abandoning th e ir homes and a ll they held 
dear, to escape being tram pled on or crushed to death between the 
contending armies. How many civilians IN  A D D IT IO N  suffered 
shocks and Injuries disabling them for life  as a  direct consequence 
of the w ar w ill never be known and cannot even be estim ated” 

— (George W illlson, “WTiy W ars Are Dec La red.” p. 25)

In Goods and Dollars
The W orld  W ar cost In round figures $40,000,000,000. The 

United States’ contribution to the cost of the W orld W ar, even 
according to so reactionary an authority as President Nicholas 
M urray B utler, o f Columbia University, M IG H T  H A V E  G IV E N  
“each and every fam ily in  the United States a $5,000 house—on a 
five-acre $500 plot o f ground — w ith $1,000 in  addition to furnish  
i t  com fortably and attractively."

"However delicate a  definition is fram ed fo r 'profiteering,' ” 
concedes the Federal Trade Commission, "these packers (Arm our, 
S w ift, M orris, W ilson, and Cudahy) have preyed upon the people 
unconscionably.” In  1916 and 1917, the profits of these firm s shot 
up to 400 per cent, although th eir sales increased only 150 per cent. 
The same was true of other foods the workers had to buy.

The United States Steel Corporation showed profits th a t were 
typical of a ll the big corporations in  the last w ar, skyrocketing 
from  $77,075,000 in 1912 to $478,204,000 in  1917!

R ut fo r the workers, the w ar brought only lowered purchasing 
power—from  20 to 30 per cent less than in  the 'nineties and from  
10 to 20 per cent less than in  1915. The workers paid fo r the w ar 
as is shown by the following table of the per capita debt Increase 
in the principal countries due to the W orld IVar—and these debts 
are always paid out of the w orker’s pocket!
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NOT A CENT, NOT A 
MAN FOR BOSS WAR!

Masses Die While 
Rich Grow Richer

U. 8. A ............................. ........................ $11 S 225 2025%
B rita in  ........................... .......................  78 850 1090%
France ........................... .......................  16« 1150 719%
Germany .................... .......................  18 800 4444%
Ita ly  ............................... .......................  83 365 440%

Unemployed And Youth 
To Be Cannon Fodder

B y  B IL L  M O R G A N
W hen th e  G enera ls  and the  

bosses s i t  dow n  to g e th e r to  lay  
p lans fo r  a n o th e r w a r  to  save "de ­
m o c ra cy " and p repa re  to  p ro te c t 
th e  f in a n c ia l In te re s ts  o f  A m e r i­
ca’s "60 F a m ilie s "  in  E u ro p e  o r 
South  A m e ric a  o r  the  F a r  E as t, 
th e y  im m e d ia te ly  ta k e  s tock  o f 
th e  a va ila b le  cannon-fodder.

W ith o u t la rg e  n u m bers  o f m en 
and  boys w ho  w i l l  bea r th e  b ru n t 
o f  th e  f ig h t in g , to  rece ive  the 
bayonets th ro u g h  th e ir  s tom achs 
and  f i l l  th e ir  lu n g s  w ith  poison 
gas, a  w a r  cou ld  n o t be successful.

A n d  the  15,000,000 unem ployed  
w o rk e rs  and  y o u th  o f  A m e ric a  
have n o t been ove rlo o ke d —in  fa c t 
th e y  a re  a lre a d y  th e  v e ry  f ir s t  
co n s id e ra tio n  in  th e  p lans to  th ro w  
th is  c o u n try  in to  a n o th e r w o r ld  
s la u g h te r. T he  G enera ls  an d  th e  
bosses have  had  th e ir  eyes on th is  
la rge  sec tio n  o f  th e  w o rk in g  class 
and th e  b lu e p r in ts  have  n o t o n ly  
been d ra w n  b u t p u t in to  effect.

P la n s  A i l  R eady
C o n sc rip tio n  o f  the  unem ployed 

and yo u th  w hen  w a r  b re a ks  o u t 
w i l l  be o n ly  a  m a tte r  o f  p u sh in g  
one o f th e  v a rio u s  l i t t le  b u tto n s  
on th e  desk o f  th e  C om m ande r-in - 
C h ie f o f  th e  A rm y  and  N a v y —th e  
P re s id e n t o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes— 
none o th e r th a n  F ra n k lin  ( " I  H a te  
W a r ! " )  Roosevdtt.

T he  S heppa rd -M ay B i l l  and 
s im ila r  b il ls  w h ic h  have  been de­
signed by th e  G enera ls  to  Bpeed 
up  the  p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  w a r  and 
to  fa c il ita te  the  q u ic k  m o b iliz a ­
t io n  o f m illio n s  o f  w o rk e rs  in to  
th e  a rm y , a re  a lre a d y  be ing  used 
desp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t Congress has 
no t y e t vo ted  on  th e  b ills .

W .P .A . M ilita r iz e d
The e n tire  re l ie f  and W .P .A . ad ­

m in is tra t io n  is  now  in  th e  hands 
o f th e  A rm y . In  W a sh in g to n  
C olone l H a r r in g to n  has u n d e r h im  
a s ta ff  o f  C a p ta in s  and  M a jo rs . 
In  N e w  Y o rk  th e  boss is C o lone l

and a c tin g  o ffice rs  fro m  eve ry  
m il i ta r y  ce n te r a re  b e in g  u tilize d  
to  m ake  th e  W .P .A . and  th e  hom e 
re lie f  bu reaus th e  c o n s c rip tio n  o f­
fices fo r  th e  co m in g  w a r.

F in g e r -p r in t in g  o f  W .P .A . w o rk ­
ers and  th e  unem ployed  proceeds 
a t  a  ra p id  pace desp ite  th e  m a n y  
p ro te s ts  and  co m p la in ts . These 
w o rk e rs  a re  b e in g  p u t in to  th e  
sam e ca te go ry  as c r im in a ls . N e ve r 
be fo re  in  h is to ry  have honest, o r­
d in a ry  c itize n s  been sub jected  to  
th e  d e g ra d in g  and h u m il ia t in g  
p ra c tic e  o f  f in g e r-p r in tin g .

R e c ru it in g  B u reaus  
In  e ve ry  re l ie f  bu reau  and on 

every  W .P A . p ro je c t th e re  a re  
no w  o r soon w i l l  be, posters  a d ve r­
t is in g  th e  "w o n d e r fu l l i fe  in  th e  
A rm y .”  O ffice rs  a re  b e in g  sen t to  
p ro je c ts  to  g ive  five  m in u te  ta lk s  
on "W h y  A m e ric a n  B oys Should  
J o in  th e  C olors.”  S tre ss in g  th e  
th re e  m ea ls  a  day, th e  overcoats 
and shoes, th e  s e c u rity  o f  l i fe  in  

(C o n tin u e d  o n  P age  2)

Secret Plans Already Formed 
For Iron Dictator In America

W ar Department And Big Industrialists Formulate 
Complete Details for Muzzling Free Speech, Even 
"Free Thought," And W iping Out A ll Labor Gains

planned in  as m in u te  d e ta il as i f  D IC T A T O R S H IP  IN  H A N D S  
i t  w ere  g o in g  in to  o p e ra tio n  to - O F  “ W A R  C A B IN E T "

B y H A L  D R A P E R
"T o  wage a  successfu l w a r  you 

need an abso lu te  m ona rch . I  have 
y e t to  hea r o f a  dem ocracy  o r a 
re p u b lic  w a g in g  a  successfu l 
w a r,”  sa id M r. Ire n e e  du P o n t to  
the  N ye  C o m m itte e  o f the  Senate, 
in v e s tig a tin g  th e  In d u s tr ia l M o b il­
iza tio n  P lan .

In  the  file s  o f th e  W a r D e p a rt­
m en t is  a b lu e p r in t  to  c a rry  M r. 
du  P o n t’s th o u g h t in to  p rac tice . 
I n  the  fo rm  o f  p lans  fo r  con ­
s c r ip tio n , la b o r c o n tro l, b re a k in g  
s tr ike s , c la m p in g  a  censo rsh ip  on 
the  press, a b o lis h in g  p rog ress ive  
le g is la tio n , s e ttin g  up  an em ergen­
cy ju n ta  to  ru le  th e  c o u n try  by  
decree u n d e r th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  o f 
th e  P res iden t, e tc. —  a ll th is

m o rro w — th e  g o ve rn m e n t is  ready 
to  de m o n s tra te  h ow  such dem oc­
ra cy  you  w i l l  have a t  hom e w hen 
you  f ig h t th e  n e x t w a r  " fo r  de­
m ocra cy .”

T h is  is  th e  In d u s tr ia l M o b iliz a ­
t io n  P lan . These p lans a re  o f f i­
c ia l secre ts; you  a re  n o t supposed 
to  be concerned w ith  them . E ven 
to  th e  N ye  C om m ittee , the  W a r  
D e p a rtm e n t revea led  ju s t  w h a t i t  
pleased and no m ore. I t  made 
c le a r th a t  i ts  in te n tio n  w as to  
ru sh  th e  in d u s tr ia l m o b iliz a tio n  
b il ls  th ro u g h  C ongress on the  day 
w a r  is dec la re d ; i t  is  n o t p a r t ic u ­
la r ly  in te re s te d  in  h a v in g  th e  b ills  
vo ted  on o r d iscussed now.

T he  p lan  p ro v id e s  fo r  the  set­
t in g  u p  o f a  v i r tu a l  "W a r  C a b i­
n e t,"  composed o f  "p ro m in e n t in ­
d u s tr ia lis ts ”  appo in ted  b y  the  
P res iden t. A s  a  m in o r ity  o f  the  
H ouse M il i ta r y  A f fa irs  C o m m itte e  
has p u t i t —w hen  th is  body " take s  
ove r,”  “ C ongress m ig h t as w e ll 
le t i ts  h a lls  be bu rned , go hom e 
and be p repared  to  be ca lled  oc­
c a s io n a lly  fo r  a speech in  some 
opera house."

C o n tro l o f th e  press is  an  in te ­
g ra l p a r t  o f th e  p lan . A n d  m ore  
th a n  th a t. L is te n  to  these w o rds  
o f  H e rb e r t B a y a rd  Swope, w ho  
was A ss is ta n t C h a irm a n  o f  th e  

(C o n tin u e d  on Page 2)

Trotsky Interviewed Ivy tlie  London Daily Herald

Only Labor Can Stop W ar
Sybil Vincent, correspondent 

fo r the London D aily  Herald, 
submitted a  series of questions 
to Leon Trotsky on the devel­
opment o f the w ar crisis. Be­
low we p rin t comrade Trots­
ky’s answers.

•  •  •
Is a world w ar inevitable? I f  

so, w ill i t  mean the end of the 
capitalist system?
Yes, a  w o r ld  w a r  is  in e v ita b le , 

i f  a re v o lu tio n  does n o t fo re s ta ll 
i t .  T he  in e v ita b il i ty  o f  th e  w a r  
flow s, f irs t ,  f ro m  th e  in cu ra b le  
c r is is  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  sys tem ; 
secondly, f ro m  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e
present partition of our planet, 

Sommervell and he, too, has filled j that is to say above all, of the 
the sdb-ofScas and bureaus with ! colonies, no longer corresponds to 
fellow officers. Reserve officers the économie specific weight of

th e  im p e r ia lis t  s ta tes. L o o k in g  
fo r  an escape o u t o f  th e  m o rta l 
c r is is , th e  pa rve n u  s ta tes  asp ire , 
and ca n n o t fa i l  to  asp ire , to  new  
p a r t i t io n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld . O n ly  
c h ild re n  a t  th e  b reas t and  p ro ­
fess iona l “ p a c ifis ts "  to  w h o m  even 
th e  experience o f  the  u n fo r tu n a te  
I<eague o f  N a tio n s  has ta u g h t 
n o th in g , can suppose th a t  a m ore  
"e q u ita b le " re p a r t it io n  o f  th e  te r ­
r i t o r ia l  s u rfa ce  oan be rea lized  
a ro u n d  th e  g reen  tab les o f  dem oc­
racy .

Effect of Spanish 
Defeat

I f  th e  Spauish re v o lu tio n  had 
been v ic to r io u s , i t  w o u ld  have 
g ive n  a  p o w e rfu l im p u lse  to  the  
re v o lu t io n a ry  m o v e m e n t  in  
F ra n ce  and in  o th e r co u n trie s  o f

E u rope . In  th is  case i t  w o u ld  
have been possib le to  hope con fi­
d e n tly  th a t  th e  v ic to r io u s  soc ia lis t 
m ovem ent w o u ld  fo re s ta ll th e  im ­
p e r ia lis t  w a r, m a k in g  i t  useless 
and im possib le . B u t th e  s o c ia lis t 
p ro le ta r ia t  o f  'Spain w as s tran g le d  
by th e  c o a lit io n  o f  S ta lin -A zana - 
C aba lle ro  - N e g rin  - G a rc ia  O live r, 
even be fo re  i t  was d e fin ite ly  
crushed  by th e  bands o f  F ranco . 
T he  de fea t o f  th e  S panish re vo ­
lu t io n  postponed a re v o lu tio n a ry  
pe rspective  fo r  the  im p e r ia lis t  
w a r. O n ly  the  b lin d  can no t see 
th a t!

O f course, th e  m ore  e n e rg e tica l­
ly  and  th e  m ore  a udac ious ly  th e  
advanced w o rk e rs  w i l l  f ig h t  In  a l l  
c o u n tr ie s  a g a in s t m il i ta r is m  and 
im p e r ia lis m  now , in  sp ite  o f th e  
u n fa v o ra b le  co n d itio ns , th e  m ore  
q u ic k ly  th e y  w i l l  be ab le  to  stop

th e  w a r  w hen  i t  has s ta rte d , th e  
g re a te r  w i l l  be th e  hopes fo r  th e
sa lva tio n  o f o u r c iv il iz a t io n  fro m  
d e s tru c tio n .

Yes, I  do no t doubt th a t  the  
new  w o r ld  w a r w i l l  p ro vo ke  w ith  
abso lu te  in e v ita b il i ty  the  w o r ld  
re v o lu tio n  and th e  co llapse  o f  the  
c a p ita lis t  system . T he  im p e r ia lis t  
g ove rnm en ts  o f  a ll c o u n tr ie s  a re  
d o in g  a ll  th a t  is  possib le  to  ac­
ce le ra te  th is  co llapse. I t  is o n ly  
necessary th a t  th e  w o r ld  p ro le ­
ta r ia t  be n o t a g a in  ta ke n  u n ­
aw ares by the  g re a t events.

T he  ta sk  th a t  th e  F o u r th  In te r ­
n a tio n a l p u ts  be fo re  its e lf, I  note 
in  passing, is  p rec ise ly  th e  revo ­
lu t io n a ry  p re p a ra tio n s  o f  th e  v a n ­
g u a rd . T h is  is  e x a c tly  w h y  i t  
nam es its e lf  th e  W o rld  P a r ty  o f 
S o c ia lis t R e vo lu tio n .

(C ontinued  on page 3)

While, week by week, both Houses of 
Congress vote billion upon billion for 
the war machine, Franklin D. Roose­
velt, as chief among the American war­
mongers, has called upon the people of 
the United States to celebrate on April 
6th the twenty-second anniversary of the 
entry of this country into the first World 
War.

Roosevelt, political blood-brother of 
Woodrow Wilson, borrowing and re­
touching Wilson’s own shameless slo­
gans and hypocrisies, has good reason 
to link himself with that fateful day in 
1917. Now, in 1939, Roosevelt is well 
launched in rushing his preparations for 
his own April 6th.

SAFE FOR "DEMOCRACY"
The War of 1914-1918 was to make 

the world safe for democracy. Out of 
that War issued the gangsters’ pact of 
Versailles, which carved up the world to 
the taste of the victorious brigands. Hun­
dreds of millions of men throughout 
Africa, Asia and South America have for 
tweny years felt on their backs the whip 
of the democracy which that War made 
safe; the democracy of Britain in India 
and South Africa, the democracy of Bel­
gium in the Congo, the democracy of the 
United States in Puerto Rico, Hawaii, 
the Phillipines and throughout Latin 
America.

The War of 1914-1918 was to over­
throw tyranny and autocracy for all 
time. In that War, however, were planted 
the seeds which have flowered into Mus­
solini, Hitler, Franco, into the military- 
overlords of Japan and the Balkans and 
Poland, into the world-spread of a des­
potism unparalled in all history.

WAR BROUGHT TYRANNY
The War of 1914-1918 was to bring 

universal disarmament, perpetual peace 
among nations, the settlement o f all dis­
putes by rational consultation and agree­
ment. There has not been a year since 
1914 that wars and armed conflicts have 
not been fought.

The War of 1914-1918 was to give us 
freedom. Never has the world witnessed 
oppression comparable to w h a t  fo l­
lowed; the lynched Wobblies and the 
victims of Palmer’s red raids, the aliens 
deported, the strikes smashed, the work­
ers’ meetings dispersed by tear gas and 
machine guns, the executed nationalists 
of China, India, Arabia, Puerto Rico, 
Nicaragua, Indo-China, the millions of 
bruised creatures in the concentration 
camps of Germany, Italy, France, Spain, 
hunger and insecurity everywhere.

WHY U. S. ENTERED
The story of April 6, 1917 has been 

spread wide u p o n  the r e c o r d s  of 
Senate investigating committees, b u t  
Roosevelt w ill not remind you to look 
again at those records.

You can read there how the great in­
dustrialists and bankers, under the lead­
ership of Morgan & Co., saw the War 
as a mighty chance fo r super-profits, and 
how they decided that the maximum of 
profit could be secured only i f  the Unit­
ed States itself entered the War at the 
decisive moment on the side of the Allies.

You can read how the government of

Wilson collaborated with them in build­
ing up the lying propaganda which 
swung the people into favor of their 
war. You w ill read how Wilson's am­
bassador acted as their agent in London, 
and demanded in a confidential commu­
nication, entry into the war to prevent 
their schemes from collapsing.

WHO PROFITED?
You can read how after A pril 6 the 

money raised for the war was pumped 
by the millions into the pockets o f the 
owners of Dupont, U.S. Steel, Kennecott 
Copper, Bethlehem Steel and the rest. 
In case after case, hundreds of millions 
which the taxed public was told were de­
signed for airplanes and cannon and 
shells never produced a single plane or 
gun or bullet but were siphoned off ex­
clusively for the direct benefit of the 
Sixty Families and their corporations.

You can read how the first Red Cross 
subscription, raised from the pennies of 
the people to the accompaniment of 
tear-jerking posters and appeals to give 
comforts to "our poor boys,”  was used 
to stop the rising movement among the 
French soldiers against the war.

NEW WORLD WAR
That War, for the bosses, was the big­

gest, fattest, juiciest racket they had ever 
got their blood-stained fingers on; and 
they made the most o f it.

And if  you turn from those records to 
other archives now in Washington, you 
can get some notion of what Roosevelt’s 
new war, the second W orld War, w ill be 
like. Study the Industrial Mobilization 
B ill and learn how life in the United 
States w ill be under the totalitarian m ili­
tary dictatorship which begins the day 
that war starts.
You can learn how war propaganda is 

handled, and how an espionage system 
embracing hundreds of thousands in ev- 
every city and village w ill be organized. 
You can see how the press is coordinated 
into the war machine, how any word of 
doubt about the beauties of the war is 
transformed into treason.

You w ill discover how strikes and 
picketing are to be eliminated, hours in­
creased beyond physical endurance and 
wages kept at the lowest lim it; and how 
profits rise and rise again at the sweet 
beckoning of the war orders.

AMERICAN LIBERTY
You can learn how the draft w ill be 

arranged, how workers and farmers w ill 
be taken from their homes and wives 
and children and placed on the firing 
line to shoot and bomb and gas their 
fellow-workers a c r o s s  no-man’s-land. 
And you w ill learn how the bankers and 
executives w ill not be on the firing line, 
but warmly seated in carpeted offices do­
ing their heroic bit, planning how to k ill 
more millions of men and how to squeeze 
the last drop o f profit from the dead.

This w ill be the new war, Roosevelt’s 
war, to make the world once again safe 
for democracy, his democracy. I t  is to 
this war that he, the servant of the same 
masters who were so well served by 
Woodrow Wilson, summons the people 
o f the United States.
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Where Wall St. ' Defends Democracy’
The W ar That Roosevelt, J. P. Morgan, the DuPonts, and 
the Other Sixty Families Want Us to Fight for Them Is the 
War for the Expansion of Their Investments, for Control 
of Asia, South America, and Europe:—That Is What the 
Navy is Preparing to Do in the Pacific — That Is Why 
There Are American Marines in China

Green and Lewis Unite In  
War Mobilization Plans

They Are Roosevelt's Key-Men in W inning 
Labor's Support of the Bosses' War
B y  S T A N  L A U R E N

W ith  p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  a new  
im p e r ia lis t  w a r  g o in g  ahead a t 
f u l l  speed, the  R ooseve lt A d m in ­
is tra t io n  has advance assurance 
th a t the  tw o  r iv a l leaders  o f  the 
labo r m ovem ent, John  L. L ew is  
and W ill ia m  G reen, w i l l  u n ite  in 
th e ir  e ffo rts  to  cha in  w o rk e rs  in  
bo th  th e  A . F . o f L . and the 
C.I.O. to  the  c a p ita lis t  w a r 
ch ine.

W h ile  th e  la b o r m ovem ent w i l l  
never lea rn  how , a t va riou s  se­
c re t con ferences betw een the  
P res iden t and the  tw o  la b o r lead­
ers, L e w is  and G reen p lanned  to  
p u t th e  w o rk e rs  o f  th e  tw o  la b o r 
bodies a t  th e  d isposa l o f  th e  w a r  
d e p a rtm en t, o p e n  s ta tem en ts  
w h ic h  appeared in  th e  press are  
enough to  in d ic a te  th e ir  w i l l in g ­
ness to  lin e  up  la b o r in  s u p p o rt 
o f a new  w a r  “ fo r  dem ocracy.”  

P ledges C oope ra tion
A t the  C .I.O . co n ve n tio n  in  

P itts b u rg h , la s t N ovem ber, L e w is  
expressed h is  lin e  m ost c lea rly . 
“ I f  w a r  com es," L e w is  declared, 
" th e  U n ite d  S ta tes w i l l  need th e  
co-opera tion  o f th e  m illio n s  o f 
w o rk e rs  in  th e  C.I.O . w h o  are  
w i l l in g  to  f ig h t an y  t im e  to  m a in ­
ta in  o u r r ig h ts .”

H e  w e n t on to  w a rn  o f the  
“ b lo o d th irs ty  G erm an  g o v e rn ­
m e n t”  and  to ld  th e  delegates th a t 
"p oss ib ly  w e ’l l  have to  m eet the 
G erm an d ic ta to r  as he extends 
h is  pow er to  the  W este rn  H e m is ­
phere ." "W h o  is  g o in g  to  do i t , "  
L e w is  asked —  th e n  answ ered 
h im s e lf: "L a b o r .”

D u r in g  th e  la s t w a r  i t  w as 
Jo h n  L . L e w is  w h o  represen ted  
the  m in e rs  w hen  the  U .M .W .A . 
en te red  in to  an ag reem en t w ith  
the U n ite d  S ta tes g o ve rn m e n t 
th ro u g h  th e  fu e l a d m in is tra t io n  
and guaran teed  th a t  the  m in e rs  
w o u ld  n o t s tr ik e  so as to  in su re  
enough coa l p ro d u c tio n  “ to  w in  
th e  w a r.”  T he  cost o f  l iv in g  
soared. W ages rem a ined  low .

N .M .U . S e ll-O u t
R e ce n tly  L e w is ’ N a tio n a l M a r i­

t im e  U n io n  decided to  g ive  up  its  
l ig h t  a g a in s t th e  g o ve rn m e n t f in k  
h a lls  and f in k  t r a in in g  ships. 
These w i l l  be used to  sm ash any 
m il i ta n t  a c tio n  o f  th e  sa ilo rs  
d u r in g  w a r tim e  b y  f i l l in g  the  
sh ips  w ith  scab sa ilo rs  w hen the  
m il i ta n ts  a re  ta k e n  o ff th e  boats.

Jo h n  L . L e w is  d id  n o t b y  a 
w o rd  c r it ic iz e  in  fa c t  he gave 
su p p o rt to  th e  N .M .U .’s se ll-out.

One o f  the  reasons th a t  L e w is  
has n o t waged w a r  a g a in s t th e  
S ta lin is ts  in  th e  C.I.O. is th a t

they  bo th , fo r  d iffe re n t reasons, 
o f course, have the  same p o licy  
le g a rd in g  labo r's  s u p p o rt o f  a 
new  w a r  fo r  “ dem ocracy.”  

S uppo rt W a r F un d s  
W il l ia m  G reen has the  same 

line . I n  J a n u a ry  1938, w hen the  
A d m in is tra t io n  was d iscuss ing  
a p p ro p r ia tio n s  fo r  the  w a r  bud ­
get and Roosevelt asked fo r  a

m a -1 b ill io n  d o lla rs  ( th is  ye a r he g o t 
j tw o  b il l io n )  G reen gave a c lea r 

s ta tem en t in  su p p o rt o f th is  
m easure.

“ I  fee l th a t  a t th is  pe riod  w hen 
we ta k e  in to  accoun t w h a t is 
ha p pe n in g  in te rn a t io n a lly ,  we 
m u s t have confidence in  th e  ju d g ­
m e n t o f  the  c h ie f execu tive . . . . 
I f  he fee ls th a t  a b il l io n  d o lla rs  
a rc  necessary to  p ro te c t A m e rica , 
I  fee l th a t  we o u g h t to  su p p ort 
h im .”

M o r e  in d ic a tiv e  is  G reen's 
s ta te m e n t w hen  he tes tifie d  be­
fo re  the  W a r  P o lic ies  C om m is­
sion  in  1931. F ro m  th is  s ta tem en t 
i t  is  c le a r th a t  he g ives fu l l  sup ­
p o rt to  th e  In d u s tr ia l M o b iliz a ­
t io n  P lans  o f  the R ooseve lt go v ­
e rn m e n t. F o r  exam ple , he had 
th is  to  say: “ W a r is to  be ab- 

i hored. T h a t is th e  a t t itu d e  o f the  
I w o rk in g  people w hom  I  repre- 
I sent. T he y  s h r in k  fro m  the  ve ry  

th o u g h t o f i t .  B u t, o f  course, i f  
th e  th in g  we a b h o r a c tu a lly  h a p ­
pens, th e re  .m ust be a p lan , and 
th e  p lan  m u s t be a  p ra c tic a l 
p lan , and a reasonab le  p lan .”  

Seek to  T ie  L a b o r H a n d s  
O n ly  la s t w eek G reen endorsed 

th e  jin g o  “ S top H it le r ”  parade 
fo r  im p e r ia lis t  w a r  w h ic h  was 
he ld  in  N e w  Y o rk  C ity .

B o th  G reen and  L e w is  a re  fo l­
lo w in g  th e ir  predecessor, Sam uel 
G om pers, w h o  t ie d  th e  hands o f 
la b o r d u r in g  th e  la s t w a r  and 
p e rm itte d  th e  w o rk in g  class to  be 
e xp lo ited  beyond endurance , so 
th a t  the  c a p ita lis ts  cou ld  m ake 
p ro fits .

T im e  and aga in  G reen and 
L e w is  have decla red  th e ir  love 
fo r  ca p ita lism . T he y  open ly  ad ­
m it  th a t  th e y  be lieve in  th e  p ro f it  
system . C onsequently , th e y  ca n ­
n o t be expected to  o b je c t to  a 
w a r  fo r  p ro fits .

T he  w o rk in g  class m u s t re fuse  
to  be cha ined  dow n  to  su p p o rt 
o f a new  im p e r ia lis t  ve n tu re . T hey 
m u s t dem o n s tra te  b y  m il i ta n t  ac ­
tio n  th e ir  f irm  o p p os ition  to  an y  
w a r  th e ir  bosses und e rta ke . 
G reen and  L e w is  m us t n o t be 
a llo w e d  to  s tand  in  the  w ay.

L a b o r m u s t de fend its  r ig h t  to  
s tr ik e , i ts  r ig h t  to  free d o m  o f 
th e  press and o f speech.

Wars Since the "War to End War"
1918- 19— P o lish  U k ra in ia n  W a r.
1919- 22— In te r-A ll ie d  In te rv e n t io n  A g a in s t S o v ie t R ussia .
1919-20— B r it is h  m il i ta ry  occu p a tio n  o f Ire la n d .
1919-26— Conquests In  A ra b ia  b y  Ib n  Saud.
1920 -S o v ie t -P o lis h  W a r.
1920 — T u rk is h -A rm e n la n  W a r.
1921-22—G re e k -T u rk is h  W a r.
1921-26— F ran co -S p an ish  W a rs  a g a in s t R iffs .
1925 — F re n c h  m il i ta r y  e xp e d itio n  to  S yria .
1925-27— C iv il w a r  and  fo re ig n  im p e r ia lis t  in te rv e n tio n  in  C h ina . 
1925-35— G ran  C haco W a r be tw een B o liv ia  and P a raguay .
1927 — O ccupa tion  o f N ic a ra g u a  b y  U. S. M arines .
1931-32— Japanese se izure  o f  M a n c h u ria .
1932 — Sino-Japanese w a r  a t S hangha i.
1985- 36— Ita lo -E th io p ia n  W a r.
1936-38— B r it is h  bom b in g  op e ra tio n s  on  In d ia ’s N o r th w e s t fro n t ie r .
1986- 39— Span ish  C iv i l  W a r :  F ra n c o  a ided  b y  H it le r  and

M usso lin i.
1937 — Sino-Japanese W a r.
1937 — B r it is h  w a r on A ra b s  in  P a lestine .
1938 — G erm an  occu p a tio n  o f  A u s tr ia .
1939 —G erm an  occu p a tio n  o f  B ohem ia , M o ra v ia  
1939 — H u n g a r ia n  In va s io n  o f  S lo va k ia .

APPEAL ARMY

UNEMPLOYED AND YOUTH WILL 
BE TURNED INTO CANNON FODDER

(C ontinued from  Page 1) 
th e  a rm y , these re c ru it in g  se r­
geants  m ake  the  m ost o f th e  p res­
e n t in s e c u rity , th e  p resen t fe a r 
o f  lo s in g  one's job , th e  la c k  o f de­
ce n t c lo thes in  o rd e r to  lin e  up 
the  cannon-fodder.

T he  yo u th  o f th e  n a tio n  w ho  
a p p ly  fo r  N .Y .A . jobs a re  im m e ­
d ia te ly  re fe rre d  to  th e  C. C. C. 
cam ps w here  e ve ry  e ffo rt is be ing  
m ade to  t ra in  them  fo r  use in  
w a r. In  th e  schools and  colleges 
a renewed d r iv e  is  on to  en la rge  
th e  R .O.T.C. M illio n s  o f  d o lla rs  
are  to  be spen t to  m ake a irp la n e  
p ilo ts  o u t o f s tuden ts . B il l io n s  o f 
d o lla rs  a re  b e in g  vo ted  b y  C on­
gressm en— N e w  D ea le rs  and T o ­
r ie s  a lik e — to  teach  th e  a r t  o f 
m u rd e r to  w o rk e rs  and s tu d en ts  
w h ile  dem ands fo r  increased re ­
l ie f  and w o rk  re l ie f  a re  m e t w ith  
th e  c risp , m il i ta ry  answ er, “ S o rry , 
th e re  are  no fu n d s  a va ila b le .”  

“ G o O u t an d  K i l l ”
W hen  a m an  has w o rke d  tw e n ty  

ye a rs  in  a fa c to ry  w he re  he has 
g iven  h is  lungs, h is  eyesigh t, I l ls  
nerves and  h is  s k i l l ,  he  can be 
th ro w n  on th e  scrap-heap w ith o u t

a s ing le  p ro te s t fro m  the  ve ry  
people w h o  a re  n o w  p re p a r in g  the  
new  w o rld -s la u g h te r. A n d  w hen 
he app lies fo r  hom e re l ie f  in  o r ­
de r to  g e t a W .P .A . job , he is  
cross-exam ined fo r  h o u rs  and 
hours. H e is  o rdered  to  f i l l  ou t 
endless fo rm s  and cards. H e  is 
su b m itte d  to  e ve ry  possible inde ­
cency a n d ’ in s u lt. He is sent hom e 
to  w a it  endless days and  weeks 
u n t i l  he can no lo n g e r bea r the 
p a in  o f  hunger.

B u t w hen th e  bosses and Gen­
e ra ls  need cannon -fodde r the re  
a re  no questions. “ H e re ,”  th e y  say, 
“ T a ke  th is  gun  and go k i l l ,  w ound  
and de s tro y  y o u r fe llo w -w o rk e rs .”  
To  th e  yo u th  w h o  is denied an ed­
u c a tio n  and  a  jo b  th e y  say, “ H ere  
ta k e  th is  bom b and d ro p  i t  on 
some w om en and  c h ild re n , s la u g h ­
te r  y o u r  fe llo w -y o u th .”

W i l l  th e  unem p loyed  w o rk e rs  
and  s tuden ts  rea lize  th a t  th e y  
m u s t ta ke  th e  guns, th e  bombs, 
the  bayonets and  then  tu rn  th e m  
on th e  G enera ls  and  Bosses? 
U nless th e y  do th e y  w i l l  be the 
p r in c ip a l v ic t im s  o f  the  w a r  " fo r  
dem ocracy. . . . ”

General Johnson Cooks Up New Scheme 
To Avoid Popular Referendum On War

B y  A L B E R T  G O L D M A N
I t  w as le f t  fo r  G enera l H u g h  S. 

Johnson  to  concoct th e  s lic ke s t 
scheme th u s  fa r  proposed to  s id e ­
t ra c k  th e  w idespread  des ire  fo r  
an am endm ent to  the  c o n s t itu ­
tio n  to  g ive  th e  people o f  th is  
c o u n try  the  r ig h t  to  vo te  on w ar. 
T he  G enera l's  proposa l is  to  have 
Congress re ta in  the  r ig h t  to  de­
c la re  w a r  and g ra n t th e  people 
the  r ig h t  to  vo te  on the question  
w h e th e r o r  n o t th e re  shou ld  be 
an y  co n sc rip tio n  f o r  overseas 
fig h tin g .

E v e r s ince la s t y e a r’s C ongres­
s iona l session, w hen R epresen ta ­
t iv e  L u d lo w  in tro d u ce d  th e  reso lu ­
t io n  w h ic h  w ou ld  g ive  those w ho 
do the  f ig h t in g  and s u ffe r in g  a 
chance to  decide w h e th e r they 
w a n t w a r  dec la red  o r  no t, the 
“ respons ib le ”  p o lit ic ia n s  o f  the  
r u l in g  class have  been seek ing  
fo r  a  w a y  to  b u ry  th e  w ho le  idea.

N o t th a t  these "respons ib le ”  
p o lit ic ia n s  a c tu a lly  be lieve  th a t  
such a th in g  as a vo te  b y  the  
people w o u ld  a c tu a lly  succeed in  
p re v e n tin g  w a r ;  th e y  m ere ly  re ­
fuse  to  ta ke  a n y  chances o f  h a v ­
in g  th e ir  w a r  p lans  in te rfe re d  
w ith  in  th e  s lig h te s t degree. T he y  
k n o w  ve ry  w e ll th a t  R ooseve lt, 
as co m m ande r-in -ch ie f, can s ta r t  
a w a r  w ith o u t  a n y  fo rm a l d e c la ra ­
tio n  and th e y  a lso u nders tand  
th a t  w ith  the  p o w e rfu l m eans o f  
p ropaganda  a t  th e ir  d isposa l th e y  
a re  q u ite  l ik e ly  to  succeed in  
co n fu s in g  th e  masses and  g e t a 
favo ra b le  vo te  by  h ook  o r  c rook.

N everthe less, i f  a p ro p o s itio n  
to  dec la re  w a r  w o u ld  a c tu a lly  be 
su b m itte d  to  a vo te  o f  the people, 
th e re  w o u ld  be an o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  
trem endous a g ita tio n  a g a in s t the 
w a r  and th a t  w o u ld  cons ide rab ly  
w eaken th e  w a r  m ongers.
T H E  O R IG IN A L  
L U D L O W  A M E N D M E N T

T ho  o r ig in a l re s o lu tio n  in t r o ­
duced by  L u d lo w  p ro v id e d  fo r  a 
re fe re n d u m  on w a r  “ except in  the  
even t o f an in va s io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  
S tates o r  its  te r r i to r ia l  posses­
s ions.”  T he  R ooseve lt A d m in is ­
tra t io n  w o u ld  n o t even p e rm it a 
genera l d iscussion o f i t .  M o b iliz ­
in g  a ll  i ts  fo rces  in  Congress 
a g a in s t th e  res o lu tio n , w ith  the 
a id  o f  p ro m in e n t R epub licans, 
R ooseve lt succeeded in  d e fe a tin g  
a m o tio n  to  discuss the  L u d lo w  
A m e n d m e n t b y  the  n a rro w  m a r­
g in  o f  209 to  188.

T he  size o f  th e  vo te  in  fa v o r 
a g a in s t R ooseve lt in d ica te d  the 
trem endous s u p p o rt th e  idea o f 
a re fe re n d u m  has a m ong  the 
masses o f  th e  people. A cco rd in g  
to  su rveys m ade a t  th e  t im e  b y  
th e  A m e rica n  In s t itu te  o f  P u b lic  
O p in io n  ( th e  G a llu p  p o ll)  70 pe r­
cen t o f  th e  vo te rs  favo re d  the  
L u d lo w  am endm ent.

T h e  cam p a ig n  o f th e  w a r  
m ongers—th e  C o m m u n is ts  w ere 
th e  m ost a r t ic u la te  and v o c ife r ­

ous — a g a in s t th e  am endm ent, | is, on w h e th e r to  dec la re  w a r, and
w ou ld  p e rm it a  vote  o f the people 
o n ly  on th e  question  o f  c o n s c rip t­
in g  m en to  f ig h t overseas.

G enera l Johnson c o rre c tly  s u r­
m ises th a t w h a t th e  people w a n t 
least o f a ll is to  be d ra fte d  to  
f ig h t in  E u ro p e  o r  A s ia , and he 
figu res  th a t  th e y  w i l l  be sa tis fied  
i f  th e y  a re  g ive n  th e  r ig h t  to  
vo te  on th a t  p a r t ic u la r  issue, 
le a v in g  the  re a lly  im p o r ta n t  dec i­
s ion  o f d e c la rin g  w a r  e xc lus ive ly  
to  Congress.

The ado p tio n  o f  Joh n son ’s idea 
w ou ld  p e rm it a d e c la ra tio n  o f w a r 
b y  Congress w ith o u t an y  re fe re n ­
dum , w o u ld  p e rm it the  send ing  
o f  th e  n a v y  to  f ig h t  in  fo re ig n  
w a te rs  to  p ro te c t A m e ric a n  in ­
vestm ents, w ou ld  p e rm it the  send­
in g  o f the  re g u la r  a rm y  and a ll 
vo lu n tee rs  in to  serv ice  in  any 
p a rt o f  the  w o rld .

The  G a llu p  p o ll re c e n tly  a n ­
nounced th a t  a p o ll resu lted  in  a 
61 pe rcen t fa vo ra b le  vo te  fo r  
Johnson ’s proposa l. T h a t does n o t 
m ean th a t  those w h o  vo ted  fo r  i t  
p re fe rre d  i t  to  th e  L u d lo w  am end-

scared its  C ongress iona l p ropo­
nen ts  in to  m o d ify in g  i t  so th a t  
u n d e r the la te s t fo rm  o f the p ro ­
posed am e n d m e n t the  question  o f 
w a r  w o u ld  be su b m itte d  to  a 
p o p u la r re fe re n d u m  "e xcep t in  
case o f  a tta c k  by  a rm ed forces, 
a c tu a l o r  im m e d ia te ly  th rea tened, 
upon the  U n ite d  S ta tes o r its  
te r r i to r ia l  possessions o r  by  an y  
non -A m e rica n  n a tio n  a g a in s t any 
c o u n try  in  the W e s te rn  H e m i­
sphere ." T he  phrase “ im m e d ia te ­
ly  th re a te n e d ”  is vague enough to  
fu rn is h  C ongress w ith  a loophole 
to  escape the necessity  o f a re f ­
e rendum  w henever i t  w ou ld  see 
f it .  A n d  to  p ro te c t th e  in v e s t­
m en ts  o f A m e rica n  c a p ita lis ts  in  
L a t in  A m e ric a  o r Canada, Con­
gress need have no a u th o r iz a tio n  
w h a te v e r fro m  the  people in  o rde r 
to  dec la re  w a r.

T he  w a te red -dow n  fo rm  o f  the 
new  re so lu tio n  is c e rta in ly  a re ­
tre a t on the  p a rt o f  L u d lo w  and 
o th e r C ongressm en w ho  s u p p o rt 
it .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  the re  is n o t a 
s ing le  Congressm an w h o  is  m i l i ­
ta n t  enough to  in tro d u c e  the  
p ro p e r k in d  o f an am endm ent 
w h ic h  w o u ld  p e rm it th e  people 
to  vo te  on the  question  o f  w a r  in  
a ll cases w ith o u t a n y  excep tion . 
J O H N 8 0 N  C U TS  T H E  M E A T  
O C T  O F  I T

B u t poor as th e  new  am end­
m e n t is, G enera l Johnson ’s p ro ­
posal w o u ld  co m p le te ly  em ascu­
la te  th e  'w h o le  idea. I t  w ou ld  de­
p r iv e  th e  masses o f the  r ig h t  to  
vo te  on th e  m a jo r  question , th a t

W H A T  T H E  A M E N D M E N T  
C A N  A N D  C A N ’T  D O

W e a re  n o t fo o lin g  ourse lves o r  
the  w o rk e rs  in to  b e lie v in g  th a t 
a n y  k in d  o f  an am e n d m e nt to  the  
c o n s titu tio n  w i l l  p re v e n t im p e r ia l­
is t w a rs  so lo n g  as c a p ita lis m  ex­
ists. W ith o u t c re a tin g  a n y  i l lu ­
sions w ha teve r, c lass-conscious 
w o rk e rs  shou ld  ta k e  the  lead in  
m o b iliz in g  the  w o rk e rs  beh ind  
the  L u d lo w  am endm ent, dem and­
in g  th a t  th e  congressm en p ropos­
in g  the  am e n d m e n t delete fro m  
i t  the  excep tions w h ic h  w o u ld  
g ive  th e  r ig h t  to  Congress to  de-. 
c la re  w a r  w ith o u t  f ir s t  s u b m itt in g  
th e  question  to  a p o p u la r re fe re n ­
dum .

T o  a c e rta in  degree, i t  m u s t be 
recognized, R ooseve lt and  h is  
w a r-m o n g e rin g  su p porte rs  have 
succeeded in  w in n in g  k  section  o f 
th e  p o p u la tio n  a w a y  fro m  an 
a n ti-w a r  p o s itio n . W hereas in  
1937 in  th e  G a llu p  p o ll the  L u d lo w  
a m e n d m e n t rece ived  a  70 pe rce n t 
fa vo ra b le  vote , In  th e  m os t recen t 
su rveys  th e  n u m b e r fa v o r in g  th e  
p la n  d ropped to  57 percen t. T he  
class-conscious w o rk e rs  m u s t re -

"W e  a re  v e ry  p ro u d  to  w o rk  
w ith  such  a sp le n d id  paper and 
o rg a n iz a tio n .” — R . F ., lite ra tu re -  
a g e n t o f  th e  L o u is v ille  B ra n c h .

* * *
T H E  B R A N C H E S  A T  W O R K :

“ T he  C e n tra l B ra n c h  has been 
d o in g  v e ry  w e ll as fa r  as th e  sales 
o f the  A ppea l a re  concerned. L a s t 
w eek th e  B ra n c h  so ld  120 copies 
and i t  seems to  me as th o u g h  the  
o rg a n iz a tio n  o f a ce n tra lize d  
b ra n ch  w i l l  he lp  c irc u la te  th e  p a ­
pe r to  a m uch  g re a te r e x te n t 
th a n  be fo re .”  —  Sam  R ic h te r ,  
lite ra tu re - le a d e r o f Chicago.

Abe M il le r  o f N e w  Y o rk  has 
developed th e  nove l idea  o f  o r ­
g a n iz in g  a c h a in  le tte r  scheme to  
adve rtiso  the  A ppea l. H e  p laces 
a  le a f le t in  each copy o f the  
.paper sold o r  d is tr ib u te d  w h ich  
says, am ong  o th e r th in g s , "W e  
ask you  to  send a  le tte r  to  th ree  
fr ie n d s  re q u e s tin g  th e m  to  su b ­
scribe  to  and  bu y  th e  A ppea l. In  
tu rn , these th re e  fr ie n d s  a re  to  
send a  le t te r  to  th re e  f r ie n d s  o f 
th e irs , e tc . u n t i l  we reach  th o u ­
sands o f  w o rke rs . F o r  m ore  cop­
ies o f  th is  lea fle t, w r ite  to  th e  
S o c ia lis t A ppea l, 116 U n iv e rs ity  
P lace, N e w  Y o rk  C ity .”

A  sp lend id  idea, Abe—and  we 
u rg e  o th e r b ranches to  t r y  the 
same m ethod  o f  c h a in - le tte r  w r i t ­
in g .

*  t  *

A T P E A L  S U B  D R IV E  
S LO W S  U P :

W e l is t  be low  th e  re su lts  up  to  
A p r i l  1 o f  o u r s u b s c rip tio n  ca m ­
pa ign  fo r  1,000 new  readers. A l­
th o u g h  the  m o n th  o f M a rc h  was 
th e  best in  o u r h is to ry  w ith  close 
to  400 ne w  su b sc rip tio n s , never 
the lcss we w i l l  have  to  close w ith  
a  ru sh  i f  w e ’re  to  com p le te  the  
d r iv e  b y  A p r i l  15.

T he re  a re  tw o  w eeks s t i l l  le ft.
D u r in g  those tw o  w eeks the  

b ranches shou ld  co n ce n tra te  a ll 
e ffo rts  on c o m p le tin g  th e ir  quo ta  
fo r  th e  cam pa ign .

R e v is it  o ld  subscribers, con tac ts  
and fr ie n d s  w h o  w e re n ’t  hom e 
d u r in g  the  f ir s t  v is i t ;  v is it  new  
fr ie n d s  th a t  the  A p p e a l has w o n ; 
have  e ve ry  b ra n ch  m em ber be­
com e a  su b sc rib e r; p u t o u t lea fle ts  
w hen you h o ld  b ra n ch  mass s tree t 
sales. O u r M a rc h  successes have 
p roven  a g a in  th a t  i t ’s easy to  ge t 
su b s c rip tio n s  fo r  th e  A ppea l. W e 
have  tw o  w eeks le f t  to  go and 
m u s t ge t 400 subs in  th a t  tim e . 
O n to  1,000 ne w  readers by 
A p r i l  15!

H e re ’s th e  l is t  o f  su b sc rip tio n s  
fo r  th is  past w eek:

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y . .. . . . . .  28
C hicago ............................ . . . .  14
B o s to n ................................
L o u is v ille  .........................
M in n e a p o lis  ................... . . . .  6
C a lifo rn ia  ....................... . ..  . 5
S t. P a u l ...........................
O h io  .................................... . . . . 3
M ic h ig a n  ......................... . . . .  3
W a s h in g to n  ...................
F o r e ig n ............................. . . . . 2
W a sh in g to n , D . C........ . . . .  2
P h ila d e lp h ia  ................... . . . .  2
N e w  Y o rk -S ta te ............. . ..  . 1
C o n n e c ticu t ..................... . . .  . 1
K ansas ............................. . . . . 1

___  1

T o ta l* ........................... . . . .  90

One bund le  o rd e r increase : 
Seattle , W ash, no w  ta ke s  30 copies 
o f each issue.

•  •  *

N O T E : See n e x t w eek ’s A P ­
P E A L  fo r  f u l l  d e ta ils  a b o u t th e  
spec ia l M a y -D a y  Issue !

m en t. I t  was n o t presented in  th e  , doub le  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  conv ince
p o ll as a co u n te r p roposa l to  th a t  
am endm ent, b u t as an • indepen­
d e n t p ro p o s itio n . T h e  3-2 vo te  
th e re fo re  is  an in d e x  to  the  a n t i­
w a r  s e n tim e n t o f th e  masses. I t  
is necessary to  recognize, h o w ­
ever, th a t  the  e ffo rts  o f Johnson 
and o the rs  to  con fuse  th e  masses 
m ay  succeed in  tu rn in g  a tte n tio n  
a w a y  fro m  the  L u d lo w  am end­
m e n t to  Johnson 's  phoney scheme.

th e  masses th a t  the  w a r  w h ic h  
R ooseve lt is p re p a r in g  to  wage is 
a  w a r  e xc lu s ive ly  fo r  th e  In te res ts  
o f  the  c a p ita lis t  class.

S u p p o rtin g  the  L u d lo w  A m e n d ­
m e n t w ith  necessary e xp la n a tio n  
an d  c r it ic is m  a ffo rd s  us a  rea l 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  expose R ooseve lt, 
th e  S ta lin is ts  and a ll  o th e r a dvo ­
cates .o f  a w a r  to  save c a p ita lis t  
p ro fits .

Secret Schemes Already Worked Out 
For Iron Dictator to Rule America

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  Page 1)
W a r In d u s tr ie s  B o a rd  th e  la s t 
t im e  and w h o  te s tifie d  be fo re  a 
Congress co m m itte e  as a past 
m as te r in  th e  a r t  o f p ropaganda: 

"J u s t as o th e r c o n s titu tio n a l 
p ro v is ion s  a re  ignored  in  t im e  o f 
w a r, so, too, m u s t the re  be an 
a b rid g e m e n t o f free  speech, free  
press, free  assem bly, and even 
free  th o u g h t. In  no o th e r w a y  
can a n a tio n  save its e lf .  . . .

"E n lig h te n e d  and in fo rm e d  pub­
lic  o p in io n  in  w a r  is  idea l, b u t the 
p lan  is  dangerous. W e m us t have 
a  s te n c il. I f  w e ta ke  th e  m uzzles 
o ff th e  dogs o f w a r, we m u s t p u t 
th e  m uzzles on th e  people and 
th e  press. . . .”
A  D O Z E N  W A Y S  T O  
B R E A K  S T R IK E S  

T he  W a r D e p a rtm e n t has 
w o rke d  o u t a dozen d iffe re n t w ays 
to  b re a k  s tr ik e s —n o t ju s t  s tr ik e s  
w h ic h  m ig h t have  an  a n ti-w a r  
o b je c tive , b u t in  th e  f ir s t  ins tance  
s tr ik e s  fo r  h ig h e r wages, b e tte r  
co n d itio ns , and so fo r th .  I t  is de­
te rm in e d  th a t  la b o r sh a ll n o t be 
p e rm itte d  to  reach  fo r  h ig h e r

w ages to  ba lance th e  in e v ita b le  
s k y -ro c k e tin g  o f  prices.

One o f th e  b ig  o b jec tives  o f  the 
In d u s tr ia l M o b iliz a tio n  P la n  is the  
d ra f t .  T h is  has a lw a ys  been a 
de lica te  question  in  A m e ric a ; the  
W a r D e p a rtm e n t rem em bers the  
h a tre d  and res is tance  o f  th e  peo­
ple to  the  d ra f t  in  1917 and 1918 
( th e  f ir s t  t im e  A m e ric a n  so ld ie rs  
w ere  d ra fte d  to  f ig h t on fo re ig n  
so il) . A l l  m en 18 to  45 are  to  be 
d ra fte d —even th e  fo rm s  a re  p re ­
pared  r ig h t  no w —and e labora te  
m a c h in e ry  is ready  to  p u t i t  in to  
a c tio n  a t  a  m o m e n t’s no tice .

L o c a l boards o f “ p ro m in e n t c i t i ­
zens”  in  each to w n —-ten ta tive  lis ts  
o f p rospec tive  m em bers a re  a l­
ready  on file— w il l  decide w h ic h  
w o rk e rs  w i l l  be sen t to  th e  f r o n t  
and  w h ic h  re ta in e d  to  w o rk  a t 
home. A n y  w o rk e r  can be “ re ­
c lass ified ” — th a t  is, sen t to  the 
f ro n t  ins tead  o f  the  fa c to ry —by 
th is  board  a t  a n y  tim e . The  
"p ro m in e n t c it ize n s ”  on th e  d ra f t  
boa rd— y o u r  boss and h is  fr ie n d s  
—m a y  decide th a t  a m il i ta n t  w ho 
m akes too  m uch  “ tro u b le "  is re a l­

ly  n o t essen tia l beh ind  the  lines. 
F E A R  “ S O C IA L  
D IS T U R B A N C E "

T he  w o rk e rs  m e t th e  d ra f t  in  
the  C iv il W a r w ith  the  c ry , ” A  
r ic h  m a n ’s w a r  and a  poor m a n ’s 
f ig h t ! ”  In  th e  n e x t w a r, th e  r e a li ty  
w i l l  be: “ W a r “ fo r  dem ocracy”  
th ro u g h  d ic ta to rs h ip  a t  home. 
T he  d e c la ra tio n  o f w a r, w h a te ve r 
its  avow ed purpose, w i l l  m ean 
f ir s t  o f  a ll an aggression on the  
l ib e r ty  and on tho bread and  b u t­
te r  o f  e ve ry  w o rk e r.

T h a t is, i f  the re  is  a  d e c la ra tio n  
o f w a r. T he  In d u s tr ia l M o b iliz a ­
t io n  P la n  needn’t  w a it  fo r  th a t 
fo rm a lity .  I t  is scheduled to  go 
in to  e ffec t “ in  t im e  o f  w a r  o r  
o th e r  n a t io n a l em ergency”  —  fo r  
exam ple , "a  n a tio n a l em ergency 
due to  the  im m in e n ce  o f w a r ,"  o r 
“ soc ia l d is tu rbances .”  I t  is above 
a ll  th e  sp e c te r o f th e  "so c ia l d is ­
tu rb a n ce s " th a t  fo llo w e d  th e  la s t 
w a r  in  R u ss ia  and a ll  E u rope  
w h ic h  m o tiv a te d  the  hands th a t  
w ro te  th e  In d u s tr ia l M o b iliz a tio n  
P lan .

QUOTA STANDING AS OF APRIL 1
Q u o ta  O b ta ine d  P e rcen tB ra n c h

Y o u n g s to w n , O ................................................... 10 14 140
A u s tin , M in n .................................... ................... '5 "6 129
B oston , M ass.................................... ..................  30 31 103
H o u s to n , T exas ............................. ................... 5 0 100
B e rk e le y , C a lif ............................... ................... 10 10 100
N e w  H a ve n , C onn.............................................. 10 10 100
M inneapo lis , M in n ......................... ................... 100 90 90
Q u a ke rto w n , P enna .......................................... 10 9 90
N e w  Y o rk  C ity  ............................. ................... 200 168 84
F arg o , N . D ....................................... ................. 5 4 80
Los A ngeles, C a lif .......................... ................... 50 36 72
Colum bus, O......................................................... 5 3 60
A k ro n , O. ...................................... ................... 10 6 60
P h ila d e lp h ia , P a ............................. ................... 40 24 60
Seattle , W a sh ................................... 3 60
C hicago, 111...................................... ................... 100 52 52
San F ra n c isco  ............................. ................... 30 15 50
W a sh in g to n , D . C ......................... 5 50
L o u is v ille , K y ................................. ................... 10 5 50
C leve land, O ..................................... ...................  40 19 48
L y n n , M ass...................................... ...................  25 12 48
N e w a rk , N . J ...........t .................... 22 44
R ochester, N . Y ............................. 8 40
St. P a u l, M in n ............................... ................... 50 20 40
K ansas ............................................ ................... 5 2 40
W orces te r, M ass............................ ...................  5 2 40
D e tro it ,  M ic h .................................. ...................  50 16 32
A lle n to w n , P a ................................ ................... 10 3 30
B a lt im o re , M d ................................ ................... 10 3 30
C lay ton , M o ..................................... 3 30
Toledo, O .......................................... ................... 10 2 20
San D iego, C a lif ........................... ...................  10 2 20
St. Lou is , M o ................................... ...................  25 5 20
O a k la n d , C a lif ................................ 3 15
H a r tfo rd ,  C onn .............................. ................... 10 1 10
E. C hicago, In d ............................ ................... 10 1 10
S acram ento , C a l i f ......................... ................... 10 0 0
D enver, C o lo .................................... ................... 10 0 0
P a tte rson , N . J ............................. 0 0

T o ta ls  .......................................... ...................  1,005 614 61

This Week at the Marxist School
Tuesday, A p r i l  4 a t  7 P .M .:

J O H N  G. W R IG H T —T h e  T h e o ry  o f  th e  P e rm a n e n t R e vo ­
lu t io n .

Tuesday, A p r i l  4, a t  8:50 P .M .:
J A M E S  T . F A R R E L L ,  a u th o r  o f  S tuds L o n ig a n , e tc.—T he  
A m e ric a n  N ove l.

W ednesday, A p r i l  5, a t 8 P .M .:
G E O R G E  N O V A C K —T h e  A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r  o f 1861-1865 
and  I ts  S ign ificance .

T he  M on d a y  classes in  A m e ric a n  P o lit ic s , and  in  P ra c t ic a l 
T ra d e  U n io n is m  a re  be ing  postponed one week. T he  n e x t ses­
sion  o f these classes w i l l  be he ld  A p r i l  10, a t  th e  u sua l tim e .

A l l  classes h e ld  a t  IR V IN G  P L A Z A , I r v in g  P la ce  a nd  19th
S tree t, N .Y .C .

A d m iss io n  25 cen ts pe r le c tu re
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O F F  By Dwight MacDonald

T H E  R E C O R D
The Things They Don’t Talk About

A lre a d y  w e are  g e tt in g  a p re -v ie w  o f  w h a t is  
in  s to re  fo r  th e  la b o r m ovem ent in  th e  n ex t 
w a r. T h e y  d o n 't ta lk  a b o u t these th in g s  m uch 
in  p o lit ic a l speeches, th e y  d on ’t  p r in t  m u c h '  
abou t th e m  in  th e  papers, and so you  v e ry  p ro b ­
a b ly  d o n 't even k n o w  th e y  a re  happen ing . Y ou 
m ig h t th in k ,  fo r  ins tance, th a t  an  a rm y  f ig h t in g  
fo r  dem ocracy w o u ld  accept N egroes on equal 
te rm s  w ith  w h ite s . Y o u  m ig h t th in k  th a t  w hen 
a n a tio n  goes o ff on a h o ly  w a r  fo r  dem ocracy, 
the r ig h ts  o f  its  w o rk e rs  a t  hom e w o u ld  be 
sc rup u lo u s ly  gua rded . Y ou  m ig h t th in k  th a t, 
in  such  an id e a lis t ic  en te rp rise , business men 
w o u ld  n o t be a llow ed  to  m ake  m oney o u t o f  
th e ir  fe llo w  c it iz e n s ’ b lood. B u t w h a t happened 
la s t w eek in  Congress w hen  the A rm y  A ir  Corps 
E xp a n s io n  b i l l  w as passed show s th a t  yo u  w ou ld  
be w ro n g  on a ll  th re e  counts. To  ite m ize :

(1) T he  b i l l  o r ig in a lly  p rov id e d  th a t  a t  least 
one A rm y  a ir  schoo l shou ld  t r a in  N egro  p ilo ts . 
“ M uch  d is tressed ," re p o rts  T im e , “ th e  A i r  C orps 
q u ie t ly  w e n t to  w o rk  on C a p ito l H i l l  to  get 
N e g ro  t r a in in g  k ille d . . . ."

(2) T he  b i l l  o r ig in a lly  fo rbade  th e  a w a rd  o f 
c o n tra c ts  fo r  A rm y  p lanes to  a l l  f irm s  w h ic h  
had been co nv ic ted  o f v io la t in g  th e  W a g n e r A c t. 
T he  C .I.O . and th e  A .F .L . had  jo in e d  fo rces  to  
g e t th is  p ro v is io n  inse rted . B u t as the  b i l l  w as 
g o in g  th ro u g h  its  fin a l stages, the W a r  D e p a rt­
m en t “ e m p h a tic a lly  dem anded" th a t  th is  p ro te c ­
t io n  fo r  la b o r be rem oved fro m  th e  b il l .  I t  was.

(3) T he re  is  a lo t  o f  ta lk  in  C ongress a bou t 
" ta k in g  the  p ro fits  ou t o f w a r ."  J u s t w h a t th e  
honorab le  C ongressm en m ean w as c le a rly  
enough show n w hen  the  A i r  C orps b i l l  " l im ite d ”  
p ro fits  on a ll  A rm y  c o n tra c ts  to  . . . 12%!

Those id e a lis t ic  lib e ra ls  w h o  w a n t us to  a c t 
as po licem an  fo r  th e  w o r ld  seem to  be fo rg e t­
t in g —as th e y  d id  in  1917—th a t to  f ig h t a w a r, 
w h e th e r fo r  dem ocracy o r  no t, yo u  m u s t tu rn  
the  n a tio n  ove r to  those expe rts  in  d e a th : the 
m u n it io n s  m ake rs  and th e  W a r Depa q m en t. 
T he  n e x t w a r  w i l l  be a crusade fo r  demcci a cy— 
som ewhere else.

Tom Girdler, Dove of Peace
“ T he  stee l in d u s try  abhors  w a r  and  re rv e n tly  

hopes fo r  peace," T o m  G ird le r , o f R e p u b lic  S teel 
Corp. and the  M e m o ria l D a y  M assacre, re c e n tly  
to ld  a  g a th e r in g  o f m in in g  engineers. "T h e  im ­
pression p re v a ils ,"  he said sad ly, " th a t  th e  steel 
in d u s try  looks  eagerly  a t p ro fits  fro m  w a r. T h a t 
is .n o t tru e . W a r  b r in g s  no  genu ine  p ro s p e r ity  
to  th e  stee l in d u s try .”

I t  w o u ld  be in te re s tin g  to  g e t G ird le r ’s d e fin i­
t io n  o f  “ genu ine  p ro s p e r ity .”  In  1917 B e th lehem  
Steel earned $54,000,000 and in  1918, $57,000,000. 
U. S. Steel earned $333,000,000 in  1916 and 
3530,000,000 in  1917, d e c la rin g  in  th e  la t te r  yea r 
an e x tra  d iv id e n d  o f  18%. C om in g  dow n  to  the 
presen t, I  see b y  th e  papers th a t  th e  N a v y  
D e p a rtm e n t has s igned c o n tra c ts  fo r  $24,000,000

w o r th  o f a rm o r p la te  w ith  th ree  stee l com panies 
— th is  b e ing  m ere ly  one o f  m any such c o n tra c ts  
in vo lve d  in  o u r c u rre n t p re p a ra tio n s  to  save 
the  w o r ld  a g a in  as w e d id  so n o b ly  in  1917.

In  a  c e rta in  sense, how ever, i t  is  tru e  th a t  
the steel barons do n ’t  w a n t w a r. "W e  have seen 
th e  e ffects o f  w a r ,”  sa id T om  G ird le r ,  "as w r i t ­
te n  in  the  socia l, econom ic and p o lit ic a l upheav­
a ls s ince 1918. These stresses and s tra in s  have 
b ro u g h t c iv il iz a t io n  near th e  c ra c k in g  p o in t. A n ­
o th e r w o r ld  w a r  m ig h t w e ll re s u lt in  th e  com ­
p lete co llapse o f c iv iliz a t io n .”

N e ith e r T om  G ird le r  n o r a n y  o th e r responsib le  
m em ber o f the  ru l in g  class w a n ts  w a r  no w  i f  
i t  can be avo ided in  a n y  possib le w a y—s h o rt o f 
g iv in g  up  th e ir  p ro fits , th a t  is. A s  a n y  one 
w ho  has seen h is  gu n  th u g s  in  a c tio n  know s, 
T om  G ird le r  is  no h u m a n ita r ia n . W hen  he ex­
presses fe a rs  le s t the  n e x t w a r  m a y  m ean " th e  
com ple te  co llapse o f c iv il iz a t io n ,”  he re a lly  
m eans “ th e  com p le te  co llapse o f  cap ita lism "."

T h is  is  w h a t is  beh ind  th e  concessions m ade 
b y  C ha m b e rla in  and D a la d ie r  to  H i t le r  a t th e  
M u n ic h  C onfe rence  la s t fa ll.  T o  quote  th e  L o n ­
don co rresponden t o f  the  N . Y . T im es: "T h e  re a l 
m o tive  o f ’appeasem ent’ is th e  fe a r o f a  w a r  
th a t  m ig h t c ra c k  th e  p o lit ic a l,  econom ic and 
soc ia l s tru c tu re  o f th is  c o u n try  beyond re p a ir , 
w h e th e r B r i ta in  w on th e  w a r  o r  no t. M r. C ham ­
b e rla in  and  h is  co lleagues fe e l sure th a t  the  
B r it is h  E m p ire  cou ld  s u rv iv e  a w a r  w ith  G e r­
m an y  a t  th e  cost o f u n to ld  hu m a n  m ise ry , b u t 
th e y  a re  n o t so sure th a t  th e  m en and  the  
system  th a t  have ru led  th e  c o u n try  fo r  so m any 
yea rs  w o u ld  s t i l l  be r u l in g  i t  w hen th e  w a r  was- 
ove r.”  M o ra l: th e  m ore  m ilita n c y  the  w o rk e rs  
show, th e  less chances o f  a w ar.

Business Is Business
B usiness m en o v e rw h e lm in g ly  approve  o f 

P re s id e n t R ooseve lt’s im p e r ia lis t ic  fo re ig n  p o l­
ic y :  a n d /b u t  you  d o n ’t  f in d  th e m  passing up 
a n y  chances fo r  p ro fits . I f  a  d ic ta to rs h ip  w a n ts  
m u n it io n s  and can  la y  cash on th e  line , i t  ge ts 
th e m —and fro m  the  sam e business In te re s ts  as 
s u p p o rt so e n th u s ia s tic a lly  th e  N e w  D e a l’s w a r 
d r iv e  to  save "d em ocracy .”  T hus, the  D e p a rt­
m e n t o f C om m erce  has announced th a t  the  b ig ­
gest fo re ig n  p u rchase r o f  A m e ric a n  stee l in g o ts  
and  sc rap  iro n  in  J a n u a ry  o f  th is  ye a r was 
Japan. I n  1937 I ta ly  g o t 63 p e r ce n t o f  its  scrap 
iro n  im p o rts  fro m  th is  c o u n try . L a s t ye a r th e  
U n ite d  S ta tes supp lied  68 p e r ce n t o f I t a ly ’s 
scrap  im p o rts .

N o t lo n g  ago, a  fr ie n d  w ho  had  ju s t  re tu rn e d  
fro m  P it ts b u rg h  to ld  me o f an  In te re s tin g  m a r­
r ie d  coup le  the re . T h e  husband w as p re s id e n t 
o f a b ig  f irm  o f  sc rap  iro n  dealers, and h is  best 
cus to m e r w as th e  Japanese g o ve rn m e n t. H is  
w ife  w as a  leader in  th e  S ta lin is t  stooge o u tf it ,  
the  League fo r  Peace and  D em ocracy, and  a t 
the  t im e  w as espec ia lly  a c tiv e  in  g e tt in g  the  
wom en o f  P it ts b u rg h  to  b o yco tt s to ck in g s  m ade 
o f  Japanese s ilk .

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

Out  of  t he  P a s t
EUGENE V. DEBS 

(Nov. 5, 1885—Oct. 20, 1926)
“ I  h a te ; I  lo a th e ; I  despise Ju n k e rd o m . I  have 

no e a r th ly  use fo r  th e  J u n k e rs  o f  G e rm any, and 
p o t one p a rtic le  m ore  fo r  th e  J u n k e rs  o f  the  
U n ite d  S ta tes."

Gene Debs w as s p e a k in g .. T he  d a y  w as Jun e  
16, 1918. T he  place, C an ton , O hio .

T he  U n ite d  S ta tes  had  decla red  w a r  upon 
G e rm any a fe w  w eeks e a rlie r . T he  g re a t m a ­
jo r i t y  o f  lea d in g  soc ia lis ts , even those w ho  had 
in  A p r i l  app roved  a  D e c la ra tio n  b y  th e  S o c ia lis t 
P a r ty  co n ve n tio n  a g a in s t th e  w a r  ( th e  St. L o u is  
D e c la ra tio n ) had  tu rn e d  a v id  w a r  p a tr io ts . 
C harles E d w a rd  R usse ll, W il l ia m  W a lU ng , and 
scores o f  o the rs . T h e  e n tire  "peace" m ovem ent, 
had  eollapsed in  an  o rg y  o f  J ingo ism .
The Moral Courage to Stand Erect

Gene Debs rose th a t  da y  in  C an ton  to  p il lo ry  
the ja ile rs , th e  bosses, the  t ra ito rs  w h o  w ere  
h o u n d in g  w o rk e r  m ilita n ts , and s o c ia lis t fig h te rs . 
H is  ta l l  f ig u re  to w e r in g  fro m  th e  p la tfo rm , h is  
a rm  o u ts tre tch e d , h is  f in g e r p o in ted  accu s in g ly  
a t  boss in ju s tic e , Gene Debs a ffirm e d  h is  s o li­
d a r ity  w ith  a l l  th e  persecuted a n t i-w a r  fig h te rs . 
B it te r ly  he denounced th e  tu rn co a ts , and those 
w ho  how led  fo r  w o rk in g  class b lood. P ass ion ­
a te ly , he m ade h is  ow n  sym pa th ie s  k n o w n :

"T h e y  w h o  a re  a n im a te d  w ith  th e  unco nq u e r­
able s p ir i t  o f th e  so c ia lis t re v o lu tio n , th e y  w h o  
have th e  m o ra l courage  to  s tand  erect, to  assert 
th e ir  conv ic tio n s , to  s tand  b y  them , to  go to  
ja i l  o r to  h e ll fo r  th e m —th e y  a re  w r i t in g  th e ir  
nam es in  th is  c ru c ia l h o u r, th e y  a re  w r i t in g  
th e ir  nam es in  fadeless le tte rs  in  the  h is to ry  
o f  m a n k in d .”

T he  g o ve rn m e n t swooped dow n on h im . T he  
boss press w as fu r io u s . T h e  T e rre  H a u te  T r ib ­
une w ro te  th a t  Debs w as suspected o f  be ing  " in  
a p lan  w ith  th e  T ro ts k y  g ro u p  to  spread B o lshe ­
v is m  in  th is  c o u n try .”

Debs w as a rre s te d . Debs w as tr ie d . Debs 
was sentenced— to  ten yea rs  im p ris o n m e n t fo r  
the  c r im e  o f sp e ak ing  h is  m in d . W ils o n  denied 
h im  an  am nesty . A n d  so Debs en tered  th e  ja i l  
on  A p r i l  18, 1919. " I  e n te r th e  p ris o n  doors  a 
f la m in g  re v o lu t io n is t— m y  head is erect, m y  s p ir i t  
un tam ed , and  m y  sou l unconquerab le .”  L a te r , 
Debs w ro te  h is  "P r is o n  C reed” :

"W h ile  th e re  is  a lo w e r class I  am  in  i t ;  
W h ile  th e re  is a c r im in a l e lem en t I  a m  o f  i t ;  
W h ile  th e re  is  a  sou l in  p riso n  I  am  n o t free .”

In  1921, th e  w a r-t im e  h y s te r ia  a b a tin g , H a rd ­
in g  released h im , w ith o u t re s to ra tio n  o f  h is  
c it ize n sh ip  r ig h ts .
A Life Devoted to Socialism

Debs’ lo y a lty  to  th e  so c ia lis t cause in  th e  face 
o f  w a r  w as the c ro w n in g  a c t o f  a  l i fe  r ic h e r  in  
its  devo tion  to  th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  th a n  an y  o th e r 
A m erican . W hen  Debs, the  leade r o f  A m e rica n  
soc ia lism , w a lke d  th ro u g h  th e  gates o f  th e  ja i l ,  
he had beh ind  h im  years  o f  ceaseless s o c ia lis t 
labor.

B o rn  in to  a fa m ily  o f ten  ch ild re n , Debs had 
gone to  w o rk  in  h is  y o u th  on th e  ra ilro a d s .

BY EMANUEL GARRETT

J o in in g  th e  B ro th e rh o o d  o f  L o co m o tive  F ire ­
m en, he be fo re  lo n g  rose to  the  p o s itio n  o f  n a ­
t io n a l secre ta ry . D isgusted , how ever, w ith  the 
conse rva tive  m ethods o f  th e  B ro th e rh o o d , re a l­
iz in g  th e  need o f new , m ore  m il i ta n t  ta c tics , 
Debs q u it  the  B ro th e rh o o d , and o rgan ized  the  
A m e ric a n  R a ilw a y  U n io n . I n  A p r il,  1894 the  
A . R . U . w o n  an im p o r ta n t  v ic to ry  f ro m  the  
G re a t N o r th e rn  R a ilw a y , a f te r  an e igh teen  day 
s tr ik e .

W h e n  s h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s  the P u llm a n  w o rk ­
ers s tru c k , th e y  tu rn e d  to  the  A R .U .  fo r  a id . 
T he  A .R .U . dec la red  a b o y c o tt a g a in s t the  P u ll­
m an  C om pany, and  Debs le n t h is  services to  
th e  le a de rsh ip  o f  th e  s tr ik e . A  sw eep ing  in ju n c ­
t io n  w as handed dow n b y  the  co u rts  a g a in s t 
th e  s t r ik e ;  an in ju n c t io n  m ore  severe in  i ts  
p ro v is io n s  th a n  a n y  p re v io u s ly  issued. P re s id e n t 
C leve land  sen t fe d e ra l troo p s  to  sm ash the  
s tr ik e . T ro o p s  and in ju n c t io n  to g e th e r d id  
sm ash th e  s tr ik e . Debs, w ho  had  defied in ju n c ­
t io n , w as t r ie d  fo r  co n tem p t o f c o u rt, and  sen t 
to  ja i l  fo r  s ix  m on ths.

In  ja i l  he read ; in  ja i l  he became a soc ia lis t. 
Debs, le a v in g  th e  ja i l ,  w as no lo n g e r a  m ere 
tra d e  u n io n is t. Debs w as a  s o c ia lis t; he u n d e r­
stood th e  need o f w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l ac tion . 
H e  w o rk e d  a t  f ir s t  w ith  D a n ie l De Leon, and 
then  in  1904 he he lped fo u n d  th e  S o c ia lis t P a rty .

F iv e  tim es, Debs ra n  as s o c ia lis t ca n d id a te  
fo r  P re s id e n t. H is  “ R ed Specia l,”  in  th e  cam ­
p a ig n  o f 1908, became fam ous as he to u re d  th e  
c o u n try , th u n d e r in g  h is  d e n u n c ia tio n s  o f  c a p i­
ta lis m . In  1912, he po lled  901,062 votes. In  
1920, w h ile  in  ja i l ,  he po lled  919,799 votes.

H a rd ly  a  w o rk e r , conscious o f  h is  b e in g  a 
w o rk e r, fa ile d  to  go to  hea r Debs. Debs w as 
th e  id o l o f  th e  A m e ric a n  worker*—in  T e rre  
H a u te , In d ia n a , and  in  N e w  Y o rk . M othe rs , 
fa th e rs , ch ild re n , cam e to  h e a r Debs n o t o n ly  
because he w as a g re a t o ra to r ;  th e y  came also 
because th e y  loved  th is  re len tless f ig h te r  in  
freedom 's  cause.

A Citizen of the World
G re a t events pressed. A n d  Debs d id  n o t t r y  

to  avo id  them . F ro m  h is  ja i l  ce ll, Debs c r it ic iz e d  
th e  S. P . fo r  w a te r in g  its  re v o lu t io n a ry  a im s. 
F ro m  h is  ce ll, he defended th e  R uss ian  re v o lu ­
t io n  f ro m  a t ta c k  desp ite  in c id e n ta l c r it ic is m s  he 
h im s e lf m ade. “ B eho ld ,”  he had  w r i t te n  o f  the  
R e v o lu tio n , “ its  sub lim e  m a jes ty , ca tch  its  h o ly  
s p ir i t  and  jo in  in  its  th r i l l in g ,  in s p ir in g  appea l to  
the  oppressed o f  e ve ry  la n d  to  use th e ir  m ig h t, 
shake  o ff th e ir  fe tte rs  and  p ro c la im  th e ir  fre e ­
dom  to  th e  w o r ld .”

I n  th e  h is to ry  o f  A m e ric a n  labo r. Debs s tands 
as its  g re a te s t f ig u re . H e  w as g re a t because he 
d id  n o t have  th e  fe e lin g  o f  n a t io n ; he w as a 
w o rk e r, a  so c ia lis t, and o n ly  th a t.  W h ile  "so c ia l­
is ts ”  vo ted  w a r  c re d its  in  G e rm any, and o the rs  
tu rn e d  to  th e  s e llin g  o f  l ib e r ty  bonds—fo r  A m e r i­
can  o r  G erm an , o r  F re n c h  "dem o cracy ,”  Debs 
c r ie d  o u t: " I  have  no  c o u n try  to  f ig h t  fo r ;  m y  
c o u n try  is . th e  e a r th ; I  a m  a  c itiz e n  o f  th e  
w o r ld ."

"Turn Im peria lis t 
War Into Civil War”

- - V. I. Lenin
I n  1915 L e n in  a nd  Z in o v ie v  co lla b o ra te d  

in  w r i t in g  a  p a m p h le t, ‘ ‘S oc ia lism  and  W a r,”  
f ro m  w h ic h  th e  e xce rp t be low  is  ta ke n . T he  
g re a t m a jo r ity  o f  th e  leaders o f  th e  In te r ­
n a t io n a l s o c ia lis t m ove m e n t had tu rn e d  
t r a i to r  to  th e  w o rk e rs  and become ra b id  
p a tr io ts , b u t L e n in  and  Z in o v ie v  in  ex ile , 
w ith  a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f  o th e r  lo y a l soc ia lis ts , 
co n tin ue d  to  oppose th e  w a r. T w o  years 
la te r, in  1917, L e n in  re tu rn e d  to  R uss ia  and 
led  th e  m a g n ific e n t re v o lu tio n  o f  R uss ia ’s 
to i l in g  people a g a in s t th e ir  oppressors. L e n in  
d ied in  1924- A lth o u g h  Z in o v ie v  w o rke d  as 
one o f L e n in ’s c losest c o lla b o ra to rs  in  th e  
leade rsh ip  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n , he w as sho t 
by  Joseph S ta lin  in  1936 as a  “ fa s c is t m ad  
dog." J u s t as th e  Socia l D e m o c ra tic  o rg a n i­
za tio n  in  1914-18 stood fo r  s u p p o rt o f  th e  
c a p ita lis t  dem ocracies a g a in s t "K a is e r is m ”  
so its  s p r ir i tu a l o ff-s p r in g  today , S ta lin ism , 
s tands fo r  p a tr io t ic  s u p p o rt o f  c a p ita lis m  
u n d e r th e  s logan “ F ig h t  to  Save D em ocracy 
fro m  F asc ism .”  L e n in is m  s tands fo r  u n co m ­
p ro m is in g  s tru g g le  a g a in s t c a p ita lis t  w ar- 

* * *
S o c ia l-ch a u v in ism  is  adherence to  th e  idea o f 

“ d e fen d in g  the  fa th e r la n d ”  in  th e  p resen t w a r. 
F ro m  th is  Idea fo llo w s  re p u d ia tio n  o f  th e  class 
s tru g g le  In  w a r  tim e , v o t in g  fo r  m il i ta ry  a p p ro ­
p ria tio n s , etc. In  p rac tice , the  socia l ch a u v in is ts  
co n d uc t an  a n t i-p ro le ta r ia n  bourgeo is p o lic y , be ­
cause in  p ra c tice  th e y  in s is t n o t on the  "defense 
o f  th e  fa th e r la n d "  in  th e  sense o f f ig h t in g  aga ins t 
th e  oppression  o f  a fo re ig n  n a tio n , b u t upon  th e  
“ r ig h t ”  o f one o r  the  o th e r o f th e  “ g re a t”  na tions  
to  ro b  th e  co lon ies and oppress o th e r  peoples. 
The  so c ia l-ch a u v in is ts  fo llo w  th e  bourgeo is ie  in  
d e ce iv in g  the  people by sa y in g  th a t  th e  w a r  is 
conducted  fo r  the  defense o f th e  freedom  and 
th e  existence o f th e  n a tio n s ; th u s  th e y  p u t th e m ­
selves on the  side o f the  bourgeo is ie  aga in s t the  
p ro le ta r ia t.
B E T R A Y A L  O F  P A S T

To  the  soc ia l-dem ocra ts  be long those w ho 
ju s t i f y  and  idea lize  the  g o ve rn m e n t and the 
bourgeo is ie  o f  one o f  the b e llig e re n t g roups  o f  
na tio ns , as w e ll as those who, l ik e  K a u ts k y , rec ­
ognize the  equal r ig h t  o f  the  S oc ia lis ts  o f a l l  
b e llig e re n t n a tio n s  to  "d e fe n d  th e  fa th e r la n d ."  
S oc ia l-chauv in ism , be ing  in  p ra c tic e  a defense 
o f  th e  p riv ile g es , p re roga tives , robberies  and 
v io lence  o f  “ one’s o w n ”  (o r  a n y  o th e r)  im p e ­
r ia l is t  bourgeo is ie , is a to ta l b e tra y a l o f a ll 
S o c ia lis t c o n v ic tio n  and  a v io la t io n  o f  the  de­
c is ions o f th e  In te rn a t io n a l S o c ia lis t Congress 
in  B asle  (1912, E d .) . . .

T he  w a r  has u n d ou b te d ly  c rea ted  th e  acu test 
crises and has in c re d ib ly  in te n s ifie d  th e  s u ffe r­
ings  o f th e  masses. T he  re a c tio n a ry  ch a ra c te r

L E N I N
o f th is  w a r, th e  sham eless lie  o f th e  bourgeo is ie  
o f a ll co u n tr ie s  w h ic h  covers its  p re d a to ry  a im s 
w ith  "n a t io n a l”  ideo logy, a ll th is  in e v ita b ly  
creates, on th e  basis o f  an o b je c tive  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  s itu a tio n , re v o lu t io n a ry  se n tim e n ts  in  
the  masses. O u r d u ty  is  to  he lp  m ake  these 
se n tim e n ts  conscious, to  deepen th e m  an d  g ive  
them  fo rm . T he  o n ly  c o rre c t expression o f th is  
ta s k  is  th e  s logan  “ T u rn  th e  im p e r ia lis t  w a r 
in to  c iv i l  w a r.”  A l l  co ns is ten t class s tru g g le  in  
t im e  o f w a r, a l l  "m ass a c tio n "  e a rn e s tly  con­
ducted  m u s t in e v ita b ly  lead to  th is . W e canno t 
k n o w  w h e th e r in  th e  f i r s t  o r in  th e  second 
im p e r ia lis t  w a r  be tw een th e  g rea t na tions , 
w h e th e r d u r in g  o r  a f te r  i t ,  a s tro n g  re v o lu t io n ­
a ry  m ovem en t w i l l  f la re  up. W h a te v e r th e  
case m ay be, I t  is  o u r abso lu te  d u ty  sys tem ­
a t ic a lly  and  u n f lin c h in g ly  to  w o rk  in  th a t  p a r­
t ic u la r  d ire c tio n . . .
D U T Y  O F  R E V O L U T IO N IS T S

A  m ass se n tim e n t fo r  peace o fte n  expresses 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f a p ro te s t, an in d ig n a tio n  and 
a  consciousness o f the  re a c tio n a ry  n a tu re  o f  
th e  w a r. I t  is  the  d u ty  o f a l l  S oc ia l-D em ocra ts  
to  ta k e  a d van tage  o f th is  sen tim en t. T he y  w i l l  
ta k e  th e  m o s t a rd e n t p a r t  in  e ve ry  m ovem ent 
and  in  e ve ry  d e m o n s tra tio n  m ade on th is  basis, 
h u t  th e y  w i l l  n o t deceive th e  people b y  assum ­
in g  th a t  in  th e  absence o f  a re v o lu tio n a ry  m ove­
m ent i t  is  possib le to  have  peace w ith o u t a n n ex ­
a tions , w ith o u t oppression  o f  na tio ns , w ith o u t 
robbe ry , w ith o u t p la n t in g  th e  seed o f  n ew  w a rs  
am ong  th e  p resen t g ove rnm en ts  and  th e  ru l in g  
classes- Such deception w o u ld  o n ly  p la y  in to  th e  
hands o f  th e  secre t d ip lo m a cy  o f the  b e llig e re n t 
c o u n tr ie s  and  th e ir  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  plans. 
W hoeve r w ishes a d u ra b le  and d e m o cra tic  peace 
m u s t be fo r  c iv i l  w a r a g a in s t the g ove rnm en ts  
and the -b o u rg e o is ie .

S oc ia lism  an d  W a r, A ugus t, 1915.

"The Main Enemy Is in 
Your Own Country!"

- - Karl Liebknecht
K a r l  L ie b k n e c h t to g e th e r w ith  Rosa L u x e m b u rg  w e re  leaders 

o f  th e  v a lia n t  band  o f re v o lu t io n a ry  In te rn a t io n a lis ts  In  th e  
G e rm an  S pa rtaku sb u n d . D u r in g  th e  W o r ld  W a r  th e y  fo u g h t 
a g a in s t th e  c a p ita lis t  s la u g h te r  and  tr ie d  to  o rga n ize  th e  w o rk in g  
class fo r  so c ia lis t re v o lu tio n . T he y  w ere  m urd e re d  by N oske  and 
Scheidem ann, fo rm e r  so c ia lis ts  w ho  had tu rn e d  t r a i to r  to  th e  
w o rk e rs  an d  su pported  th e  G e rm an  c a p ita lis t  c lass d u r in g  th e  
w a r. I t  w as K a r l  L ie b k n e c h t w ho penned th e  im m o r ta l phrase  
"T h e  m a in  enem y is  in  y o u r o w n  c o u n try !”

*  *  *

But to learn and not forget applies also, and above all, to the 
heroic struggle against the war which our Italian comrades waged 
and are still waging. They fight w ith their press, with meetings, 
with street corner gatherings. They fight w ith revolutionary 
strength and courage, opposing their bodies and their lives to the 
raging impact of the waves of nationalism whipped up by the 
government. Their struggle is worthy o f our enthusiastic felicita­
tions. Let their spirit be our model. May it become the pattern for 
the International . . .

The absurd watchword, "see it through," was disastrous; it 
can lead only deeper into the maelstrom o f destruction. Interna­
tional proletarian class struggle against the international imperialist 
mangling o f the people is the command o f the hour.

The main enemy of the German people is in  Germany: Ger­
man imperialism, the German war party, German secret diplomacy. 
The German people must mage a political struggle against this 
enemy in its own country, in conjunction with the struggle o f the 
proletarians o f other countries against their own imperialists . . .

The enemies o f the working class rely upon the forgetfulness 
of the masses; take heed, that their reliance may be groundless! 
They speculate on the forbearance o f the masses— but we raise the 
stormy cry:

How much longer are the imperialist gamblers going to 
abuse the patience of the people? Enough of butchery! Down 
with the war-mongers on both sides of the border!

The slaughter of the people must end!

Proletarians of all countries! Follow the heroic example of 
your Italian brothers! Unite for the international class war against 
the conspiracy o f secret diplomacy, against imperialism, against 
the war, for a socialist peace!

The main enemy is in your own country!

(F ro m  a  le a fle t Issued on th e  occasion o f  I t a ly ’s e n tra n ce  in to  
th e  W o rld  W a r  In  1913.)

Trotsky Interviewed by the London Daily Herald

Only The Revolution Can Put An End To War!
(C ontinued  from  Page 1)

German Masses W ill 
Find a W ay

Is  n o t  th e  w o r ld  too  a fra id  o f 
H it le r?

T he  d e m o c ra tic  g ove rnm en ts  
lo o k  upon  H it le r ,  w h o  succeeded 
In  " l iq u id a t in g ”  the  socia l ques­
tio n , w ith  a d m ira t io n  and  fea r. 
T he  w o rk in g  class, w h ic h  d u r in g  
one and  a h a lf  cen tu ries , p e r io d i­
c a lly  shook th e  . c iv iliz e d  coun­
tr ie s  o f  E u ro p e  b y  its  revo lts , is 
sudden ly  reduced to  com p le te  s i­
lence in  I ta ly  and G erm any. 
Messrs, the  o ff ic ia l p o lit ic ia n s  a t­
tr ib u te  th is  “ success”  to  th e  in ­
te rn a l, q u a s i-m ys tica l p ro p e rtie s  
o f Fasc ism  and N a tio n a l S oc ia l­
ism . In  re a li ty  th e  s tre n g th  o f 
H i t le r  is  n o t in  h im s e lf, n o r  in  
h is  co n te m p tib le  ph ilosophy , b u t 
in  the  te r r ib le  deception  o f  the  
w o rk in g  masses, in  th e ir  c o n fu ­
sion  an d  in  th e ir  lass itude.

D u r in g  m an y  decades the  p ro ­
le ta r ia t  o f G e rm a n y  b u ilt  u p  a 
tra d e  u n io n  o rg a n iz a tio n  and  a 
Socia l D e m o c ra tic  p a rty . A b re a s t 
o f ' th e  s tro n g  Socia l dem ocracy 
appeared la te r  a  p o w e rfu l C om ­
m u n is t p a rty . A n d  a ll  these o r ­
g an iza tions , w h ic h  rose upon the 
shou lders  o f  th e  p ro le ta r ia t,  w ere 
In  th e  c r it ic a l m om e n t a  zero, apd 
c rum b le d  a w a y  be fo re  the  o ffen ­
sive  o f H it le r .  T h e y  d id  n o t find  
in  them se lves the  courage  to  ca ll 
th e  masses to  s trug g le , as they  
them se lves w e re  co m p le te ly  de­
genera ted , bou rgeo is ified  and  had 
lo s t th e  h a b it  o f  th in k in g  a bou t 
s trug g le .

T he  masses pass th ro u g h  such 
ca tas trophes  h e a v ily  and  s low ly . 
I t  is in c o rre c t to  say th a t  the  
G erm an  p ro le ta r ia t  has reconc iled  
its e lf  w ith  H it le r !  B u t  i t  no  lo n g e r 
believes in  the  o ld  p a rtie s , in  the  
o ld  s logans, and a t  th e  same tim e  
i t  has n o t y e t fo u n d  a new  w ay. 
T h is  and  o n ly  th is  e xp la in s  the  
s tro n g -a rm  om n ipo tence  o f  fa s ­
c ism . I t  w i l l  co n tin u e  u n t i l  the  
masses have dressed th e ir  w ounds, 
have regenerated  them se lves and 
once m ore  l i f te d  th e ir  heads. I  
th in k  we can expect th a t  in  n o t a 
lo n g  tim e .

A Struggle for W orld 
Domination

T he  fe a r  G rea t B r ita in  and  
F ra n ce  has fo r  H lU e r and M usso­
l in i  exp la in s  its e lf  b y  the  fa c t  th a t  
th e  w o r ld  p o s itio n  o f  these tw o  
co lo n y -h o ld in g  co un tries , as has 
a lrea d y  been said, no lo n g e r c o r ­
responds w ith  th e ir  econom ic 
specific  w e ig h t. T he  w a r  can b r in g  
n o th in g  to  them , b u t can ta k e  a 
g re a t deal f ro m  them . I t  is  n a t­
u ra l th a t  they  a tte m p t to  post­
pone th e  m om e n t o f a  new  p a r t i­
t io n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld  and th a t  th e y  
toss a  bone, as S pa in  and Czecho­
s lo va k ia , to  M u sso lin i and H it le r .  

| T he  s tru g g le  is fo r  co lo n ia l pos-

sessions, fo r  th e  d o m in a tio n  o f 
th e  w o r ld . T he  a tte m p t to  rep re ­
sen t th is  b ra w l o f  in te re s ts  and 
appe tite s  as a s tru g g le  betw een 
“ dem ocracy”  and  “ fa sc ism ”  can 
o n ly  dupe th e  w o rk in g  class. 
C h a m b e rla in  w i l l  g ive  a ll th e  de­
m ocrac ies  in  th e  w o r ld  (th e re  are  
n o t m an y  le f t )  fo r  a te n th  p a rt 
o f In d ia .

T he  s tre n g th  o f H i t le r  (a t  the 
same tim e  a lso h is  w eakness) 
consists In  th e  fa c t  th a t,  u n d e r 
the  pressure  o f  the  he lp less posi­
tio n  o f  G e rm an  c a p ita lis m , he is 
rea d y  to  re s o rt -to th e  m ore  ex­
trem e  m eans, u s in g  b la c k m a il and 
b lu f f  in  passing, a t  th e  r is k  o f 
le a d in g  to  w a r. H i t le r  has fu l ly  
rea lized  th e  fe a r  o f  th e  o ld  co lony- 
ho lde rs  be fo re  a n y  d is tu rb a n ce  
and has p layed on th is  fe a r, i f  
n o t w ith  a v e ry  g re a t h e a rt, a t 
leas t w ith  in d u b ita b le  success.

Counsel fo r the 
Workers

S hou ld  th e  “ dem ocrac ies”  and 
th é  U .S .8.R . u n ite  to  c rush  
H it le r?

I  do n o t fee l th a t  i t  is  m y  m is ­
s ion  to  g ive  counsel to  im p e r ia lis t  
gove rnm ents , even i f  th e y  ca ll 
them selves d e m o cra tic , n o r to  the  
B o n a p a rtis t c liq u e  o f  th e  K re m lin , 
even i f  i t  ca lls  i ts e lf  soc ia lis t. I  
can o n ly  g ive  counsel to  the  w o rk ­
ers. M y  counsel to  th e m  is n o t 
to  be lieve  fo r  a  s ing le  in s ta n t th a t  
th e  w a r  o f  th e  tw o  im p e r ia lis t  
cam ps can b r in g  a n y th in g  else 
b u t oppression  and  re a c tio n  in

b o th  camps. I t  w i l l  be the  w a r 
o f th e  s lave-ow ners  w h o  cover 
them selves w ith  va rio u s  m asks: 
"dem ocracy ,”  " c iv il iz a t io n ,”  on the  
one hand, "race ,”  "h o n o r,”  on th e  
o th e r. O n ly  th e  o v e rth ro w  o f a ll 
s lave-ow ners can once fo r  a l l  p u t 
an  end to  w a r  and  open an epoch 
o f  tru e  c iv iliz a tio n .

Does H it le r  rep resen t a  g re a t
da n ge r fo r  th e  dem ocracies?
T he  "dem ocrac ies”  them selves 

rep resen t a m uch  g re a te r danger 
fo r  them selves. T he  reg im e  o f 
bou rgeo is  dem ocracy appeared on 
th e  basis o f  l ib e ra l ca p ita lism , 
th a t  is  to  say fre e  co m p e titio n . 
T h a t epoch is  n o w  fa r  in  th e  past. 
T he  p resen t m onopo ly  c a p ita lis m  
w h ic h  has decomposed and  de­
g raded th e  p e tty  and  m id d le  
bourgeo is ie , has th u s  und erm in e d  
th e  g ro u n d  u n d e r bou rgeo is  de­
m ocracy . F asc ism  is  th e  p ro d u c t 
o f  th is  deve lopm ent. I t  does n o t 
come a t  a l l  “ f ro m  w ith o u t.”  In  
I t a ly  and  G e rm a n y  fasc ism  con­
quered w ith o u t fo re ig n  in te rv e n ­
tio n . B o u rgeo is  d e m ocracy  is 
dead n o t o n ly  in  E u ro p e  b u t also 
in  A m e rica .

Capitalism  Cannot 
Be Saved

I f  i t  is  n o t liq u id a te d  in  tim e  
by  s o c ia lis t re v o lu tio n , fasc ism  
w il l  in e v ita b ly  conque r in  F rance , 
E n g la n d  and  the  U n ite d  States, 
w ith  th e  a id  o f  M u sso lin i and 
H it le r ,  o r w ith o u t  th is  a id . B u t 
fasc ism  is  o n ly  a  resp ite . C a p i­
ta lis m  is condem ned. N o th in g  
w i l l  save i t  f ro m  collapse. The

m ore reso lu te  and  audac ious w i l l  
be the p o lic y  o f  the p ro le ta r ia t 
th e  less th e  s o c ia lis t re v o lu tio n  
w i l l  p rovoke  sacrifice , the  sooner 
m a n k in d  w i l l  e n te r upon a  new  
road.

M y  o p in io n  a b o u t th e  c iv i l  
w a r  in  S pa in?  I  have  expressed 
m y s e lf on  th is  su b je c t in  th e  
press m a n y  tim es .

T he  Span ish  re v o lu tio n  w as so­
c ia lis t  in  i ts  essence: th e  w o rk e rs  
a tte m p te d  seve ra l t im es  to  o ve r­
th ro w  th e  bourgeo is ie , to  seize the  : 
fa c to r ie s ; th e  peasants w a n te d  to  
ta k e  th e  land . T he  "peop le ’s 
f r o n t , "  led  b y  th e  S ta lin is ts , s tra n -  
g led  th e  s o c ia lis t re v o lu tio n  in  the  
nam e o f  an  o u tliv e d  bourgeo is  
dem ocracy. H ence th e  d is a p p o in t­
m en t, • th e  hopelessness, th e  d is ­
cou ragem en t o f  th e  w o rk e r  and 
peasan t masses, th e  d e m o ra liza ­
t io n  o f  th e  R e p u b lica n  a rm y  and, 
as a  re su lt, the  m il i ta r y  collapse.

"Democracies'' 
Aided Franco

T o  in v o k e  th e  treache rous  po l­
ic y  o f  E n g la n d  and F ra n ce  ex­
p la in s  n o th in g . O f course th e  
"d e m o c ra tic ”  im p e r ia lis ts  w ere  
w ith  th e  S pan ish  re a c tio n  w ith  a l l  
th e ir  h e a rts  an d  he lped F ra n co  
as m uch  as possib le. I t  w as so 
and  w i l l  a lw a ys  be so. T he  B r i t ­
ish  w ere  n a tu ra lly  on th e  side 
o f th e  Span ish  bourgeo is ie , w h ic h  
passed e n tire ly  to  th e  s ide  o f 
F ra n co . O n ly , in  th e  b e g in n in g  
C h a m b e rla in  d id  n o t be lieve  in  
the  v ic to ry  o f F ra n co  and feared  
to  com prom ise  h im s e lf by  a p re ­

m a tu re  re v e la tio n  o f  h is  sym pa­
th ies . F ra n ce , as ever, executed 
the  w i l l  o f  the  F re n ch  bourgeo is ie . 
The  S ov ie t g o v e rn m e n t p layed  th e  
ro le  o f h a ngm an  to w a rd  th e  re v ­
o lu t io n a ry  Span ish  w o rk e rs , in  
o rd e r to  d e m o n s tra te  its  t r u s t ­
w o rth in e ss  and  lo y a lty  to  London  
and  P a r is . *

T he  fu n d a m e n ta l cause o f  the  
de fea t o f a  p o w e rfu l and h e ro ic  
re v o lu tio n  is  th e  trea ch e rou s  a n ti-  
s o c ia lis t p o lic y  o f  th e  so-called 
"peop le ’s f ro n t . ”  I f  th e  peasants 
had  seized th e  land  and  the  w o rk ­
ers th e  fa c to rie s , F ra n c o  never 
w o u ld  have  been ab le  to  w re s t 
th is  v ic to ry  f ro m  th e ir  hands!

C an th e  re g im e  o f  F ra n co  
m a in ta in  Its e lf?

O f course  n o t fo r  a thousand 
years, as th e  b o a s ting  N a tio n a l 
S oc ia lism  o f  G e rm a n y  prom ises. 
B u t  F ra n c o  w i l l  m a in ta in  h im s e lf 
fo r  a c e rta in  t im e  th a n k s  to  th e  
sam e c o n d itio n s  as H lU e r. A f te r  
g re a t e ffo rts  and sacrifices, a f te r  
te r r ib le  defeats, in  sp ite  o f  these 
sacrifices, th e  Span ish  w o rk in g  
masses m u s t be d isa p p o in te d  to  
th e  b o tto m  o f th e ir  h e a rts  in  the  
o ld  le a d in g  p a rtie s : soc ia lis ts , a n ­
a rch is ts , “ com m u n is ts ,”  w h o  by  
th e ir  com m on fo rces, u n d e r the  
b a n ne r o f  th e  “ people ’s f ro n t , ”  
s tra n g le d  th e  s o c ia lis t re v o lu tio n . 
T he  S pan ish  w o rk e rs  w i l l  now  
pass in e v ita b ly  th ro u g h  a  pe riod  
o f d iscou ragem en t, be fo re  th e y  
beg in  s lo w ly  and s tu b b o rn ly  
to  lo o k  fo r  a new  road . The  
pe riod  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e  masses 

(C o n tin u e d  on Page 4)
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent wage for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories — operate fyem under 

workers' control.
3. A  Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program^
4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage —  30- 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability pen­

sion.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. All war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people's referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor party.
11 _ Workers Defense Guards against Vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.

We Are Not Pacifists
The pacifist usually shares the outlook of the 

American capitalist: he does not oppose the profit 
system, he is against the working class taking matters 
into its own hands, etc. His pacifism consists o f be­
lieving that the present world order should be main­
tained without the use o f force. He is blind and in­
different to the day by day coercion o f the dollar and 
the cop, of the school, press and radio, over the minds 
and bodies of the workers.

And when war does come, and it becomes plain 
that the war is part and parcel o f the profit system to 
which the pacifist is not opposed, then the pacifist usu­
ally ends up by finding "idealistic”  reasons for sup­
porting the war.

We are not pacifists. The revolutionist is as far 
from the pacifist as he is from the war-monger. We 
are the most consistent, most determined, opponents of 
the capitalist war-makers. But there are . . .

Wars We Are For
There are wars in which we have w illing ly fought, 

and in which we w ill w illing ly fight again.
The war o f the workers and peasants o f Spain 

against Franco and his Italo-German backers was our 
war. Not only our Spanish comrades, but comrades 
from all over the world gave their lives in the fight 
against fascism.

The war of the Chinese masses against the Jap­
anese warlords is our war. Our Chinese comrades 
support it wholeheartedly, as do we and Fourth Inter­
nationalists the world over.

The coming war o f the peoples o f India against 
British imperialism is our war, likewise the struggle of 
Irish Republican Brotherhood, the Jamaican and other 
West Indian Negroes, the native Africans, the Arabian 
people, against the British Empire.

The coming war o f Syria and North Africa and 
lndo-China against the French Empire is also our war.

We are in complete solidarity w ith the Nicaraguans 
and Haitians suppressed by United States marines, and 
with the entire Latin-American world now writhing 
under the boot o f Yankee imperialism.

We are fo r the war o f the German people against 
H itler, and the armed struggle o f the Italian people 
against Mussolini.

In short, we are for wars o f liberation. At this 
stage o f world history this means: wars o f colonial 
peoples against their imperialist oppressors, and civil 
wars o f the working class and poor farmers against 
their "owh”  capitalist class.

To liberate the peoples of the earth is the one 
thing worth fighting for. And in that fight, it would 
be senseless to abstain from using the weapons which, 
in any event, the oppressors everywhere already use 
against the oppressed: the weapons o f modern warfare.

To depend on these weapons alone for victory, 
however, means sure defeat. That we have just 
learned anew from . . .

The Lesson of Spain
Pravda, Stalin’s personal organ, explains the Span­

ish debacle as resulting from "a foul stab in the back,”  
dealt by the British and French diplomats."

Pravda’s use o f metaphor is extremely revealing. 
Who stabs in the back? N ot a known enemy, for he is 
never permitted to get behind us i f  we can help it. We 
fight him face to face. But the Stalinist apparatus 
dinned into our ears day and night throughout the 
period up to Munich-—that is, up to nearly the end of 
the Spanish civil war— that the only salvation of Spain 
lay in securing the support o f the British and French 
democracies. Stalin’s flunkies ordered us to believe 
that the Chamberlains and Daladiers were possible 
friends— Daladier they pictured to us throughout as 
already a friend. Stalin, it was, who was stabbed in the 
bade by those he chose as friends!

But die Spanish workers were stabbed in the 
back, not by France and England, but by those who 
insisted— by propaganda and the bribery o f Russian 
am» fast, by rope and faggot later— that the Spanish 
workers and peasants must stake everything on secur-

It  took place at home, in Spain itself. The hand that 
wielded the dagger was that of the Spanish Stalinist, 
social democrat and anarchist leaders. They, trusted by 
the masses, looked to for leadership, drove the dagger 
home.

Had these leaders been revolutionists, they would 
have taught the Spanish masses this fundamental 
thought, now almost forgotten by the labor movement, 
but once clearly grasped, in the days of the Russian 
Revolution and the ensuing heroic years o f revolu­
tionary struggle in Europe.

In any civil war or war fo r liberation, the side of 
reaction usually commands material instruments of 
warfare fa r superior to those available to the progress­
ive side. To leave the issue of victory solely to the 
purely military struggle means, therefore, certain vic­
tory fo r reaction. Consequently, the progressive side 
can win only if ,  to its military resistance, it  adds a 
political offensive.

The Russian Red Army was victorious against the 
interventionist armies of the whole world, not because 
it  had superior military equipment— it did not have 
and could not have had that— but because o f its 
superior political resources. The Soviets demoralized 
enemy armies by revolutionary propaganda, created in ­
surrections behind the interventionist armies, inspired 
guerilla warfare, roused workers throughout the world 
to stop intervention. And the Soviets could do this only 
because, prior to that, they had made a proletarian rev­
olution, had given the workers the factories, the peas­
ants the land, and the whole world a new hope for the 
future.

This is the lesson that now applies directly to . . .

The Struggle in China
China is engaged in  a titanic struggle against en­

slavement by the Japanese imperialists. Every blow 
struck at the imperialists in China is a blow against 
world capitalism, a blow that materially aids the cause 
of working class emancipation everywhere. That is why 
we support w ith all our strength the heroic struggle of 
the Chinese masses and make the cause o f Chinese na­
tional liberation our own.

For more than a century that great nation of 400,- 
000,000 people has been the target of the imperialist 
pirates o f  the West, o f Britain, France, Germany, Italy, 
and the United States. Japan’s robber war in  China 
during the last seven years has been fought to bring 
the material and human resources o f the country un­
der the monopolistic control of the Japanese industri­
alists and financiers.

When the British, French, and American gov­
ernments prepare to challenge this Japanese drive, it is 
not because they are interested in the cause o f Chinese 
liberation but because they want to enslave the Chinese 
people themselves.

That is why it is the grossest and most dangerous 
treachery to place the fate o f the Chinese people in the 
hands o f these gangsters, to depend on the British 
and American fleets to defeat the Japanese, to tell the 
Chinese masses that in Washington and London they 
have firm and friendly allies.

The Chinese capitalists and landowners have al­
ways made common cause with the foreign capitalists 
against their own workers and peasants— who are 
among the most exploited in the world. They are fight­
ing the Japanese now only because the Japanese cap­
italists are too hard-pressed to be able to share the 
loot with them. They tried for five years to compro­
mise, surrendered vast territories without a struggle 
and only when pushed to the final extremity did they 
offer battle— a battle which has been ill-organized and 
sabotaged by corruption, treachery, and misleadership.

The real job o f carrying the fight through to its 
victorious conclusion w ill rest with the Chinese masses 
— not with the Chinese exploiters.

Twelve years ago these same leaders, Chiang Kai- 
Shek &  Co., sold out to the imperialists and they w ill 
do so again at the first favorable opportunity. That is 
why the independent organization o f the workers and 
peasants of China under a banner and with a revolu­
tionary program o f their own, is the firmest guarantee 
that the war w ill be fought through to the end and 
won. The victory o f the Chinese workers and peasants 
w ill give an enormous impulse to . . .

The Fight for World 
Emancipation

Today, when we seem closer than ever before to 
the brink o f a world catastrophe, the struggle to free 
the world from this horror becomes one of frigh tfu l 
urgency.

Because capitalism can't work, can’t keep the 
wheels going, can’t keep millions in sufficient food, it 
turns to bloody wars, wars for markets, raw materials, 
colonies, profits.

The bosses have no other way out i f  they are going 
to keep themselves in control o f the gigantic machinery 
o f production which capitalism brought into being. 
The machinery has become too big for them so they 
try to cut it down, they depress the living standards.

When pressed by recurring crises, the biggest 
bosses bring the workers under the heel o f Fascism 
in order to destroy the meager "rights”  permitted them 
under the more elastic form of "democracy.”  But this 
does not solve the crisis and pushes them relentlessly 
into wars from which they hope to emerge with 
enough loot to keep them going.

This is not our way out, workers! We can take over 
this mighty machine o f production! We can make it 
work! We can make it satisfy the needs of all the 
people in  the w orld ! We can make it grow to heights 
now undreamed o f! We can end wars forever, end 
human suffering, end the degradation that makes us 
grub like animals in  the dirt, unable ever to raise our 
eyes to the skies and to begin living like thinking 
•creative men and women!

A ll this we can do by crushing the parasites who 
live off our labor, by destroying the profit system that 
breeds only starvation amid plenty, war and death and 
suffering amid limitless opportunities fo r human 
happiness.

This is the goal o f the Fourth International— the 
mighty goal o f world emancipation— and to our 
banner o f struggle against war, against Fascism, fo r the 
right to Eve freely, we summon all the workers and 
exploited o f the w orld !

A ll ove r th e  w o r ld  th e re  
are  s t i l l  m a im ed  v ic t im s  
l ik e  these o f th e  la s t w o r ld  
s la u g h te r. Y o u n g  m en b ro ­
ken  in  body and  s p ir i t  to  
feed th e  M o loch  o f  c a p ita lis t  
w a r. B e h in d  them  com e the  
new  gen e ra tio n  o f  yo u n g ­
sters, w ho  a re  be ing  tra in e d  
in  advance to  w e a r gas 
m asks, to  g ro w  accustom ed 
to  h o rro rs , to  dea th , and  the  
co n s ta n t presence o f  b loody 
co n flic t, so th a t  th e y  to o  w i l l  
be ready to  become cannon 
fo d d e r on th e  b a ttle fie ld s  o f 
th e  ne w  w a r. T h is  is  w h a t 
c a p ita lis m  o ffe rs  succeeding 
genera tions  o f  y o u th !

By Eugene V. Debs

In What War Shall I Take 
Up Arms and Fight?

Since m y  c h a ra c te r iz a tio n  o f  th e  
s o ld ie r  in  th e  J in g o  e d it io n  (as 
“ he h ire d  assassin o f  h is  c a p ita l­
is t  m as te r.” —E d .)  I  have  been 
asked i f  I  w as opposed to  a ll w a r  
and i f  I  w o u ld  re fuse  to  be a 
so ld ie r and  to  f ig h t  u n d e r a n y  c ir ­
cum stances, and to  m ake  m y  a n ­
sw e r th ro u g h  th e  A p p e a l to  R ea­
son. N o, I  a m  n o t opposed to  a ll 
w a r, n o r  am  I  opposed to  a l l  
u n d e r a l l  c ircum stances , and  a n y  
d e c la ra tio n  to  th e  c o n tra ry  w ou ld  
d is q u a lify  m e as a re v o lu tio n is t. 
W hen  I  say I  am  opposed to  w a r  
1 m ean ru l in g  class w a r, fo r  the 
r u l in g  class is  the  o n ly  class th a t  
m akes w a r. I t  m a tte rs  n o t to  me 
w h e th e r th is  w a r  be o ffensive  o r  
defensive, o r  w h a t o th e r ly in g  ex­
cuse m ay  be inve n ted  fo r  it, I  
am  opposed to  it ,  and I  w ou ld  be 
sho t fo r  treason  before  I  w o u ld  
e n te r  such a w a r.

I f  I  w ere  in  Congress I  w ou ld  
be sho t be fore  I  w o u ld  vo te  a d o l­
la r  fo r  such a w a r.

C a p ita lis t w a rs  fo r  c a p ita lis t 
conquest and c a p ita lis t  p lu n d e r 
m u s t be fo u g h t b y  the  c a p ita lis ts  
them selevs so fa r  as I  am  con­
cerned, and  upon th a t  question  
th e re  can be no m is u n d e rs ta n d in g

as to  m y  p o s itio n .
I  have  n o  c o u n try  to  f ig h t  fo r ;  

m y  c o u n try  is  th e  e a r th ; and  I  
a m  a  c itiz e n  o f  th e  w o rld .

I  w o u ld  n o t v io la te  m y  p r in ­
c ip les  fo r  God, m uch  less fo r  a 
c razy  K a ise r, a  savage czar, a de ­
genera te  k in g , o r a band o f  pot-

b e llie d  parasites.
B u t w h ile  I  have  no t a d ro p  o f 

b lood to  shed fo r  th e  oppressors 
o f  th e  w o rk in g  class and th e  ro b ­
bers o f th e  poor, th e  th ie ve s  and  
lo o te rs , th e  b rig a n d s  a n d  m u rd e r­
ers, w hose debauched m is ru le  is  
th e  c r im e  o f  th e  ages, I  h ave  a 
h e a r t- fu l l to  shed f o r  th e ir  v ic ­
t im s  w h e n  i t  s h a ll be needed in  
th e  w a r  fo r  th e ir  lib e ra tio n .

I  a m  n o t a  c a p ita lis t  so ld ie r; I  
am  a  p ro le ta r ia n  re v o lu tio n is t. 
I  do n o t be long  to  th e  re g u la r  
a rm y  o f  th e  p lu to c ra c y , b u t  to  
th e  ir re g u la r  a rm y  o f  th e  people. 
I  re fu se  to  obey a n y  com m and  to  
f ig h t  fro m  th e  ru l in g  class, b u t I  
w i l l  n o t w a it  to  be com m anded to  
f ig h t  fo r  th e  w o rk in g  class.

I  am  opposed to  e ve ry  w a r  b u t 
one: I  am  fo r  th a t  w a r  w ith  h e a rt 
and soul, and  th a t  is  th e  w o r ld ­
w id e  w a r o f  th e  soc ia l re v o lu tio n . 
In  th a t  w a r  I  a m  p re pa red  to  f ig h t  
in  a n y  w a y  th e  ru l in g  c lass m ay 
m ake  i t  necessary, even to  the  
ba rricades .

T he re  is  w h e re  I  s tand  and 
w h e re  I  be lieve the  S o c ia lis t P a r ty  
stands, o r  o u g h t to  s tand, on th e  
question  o f  w a r.
— F ro m  the  A ppea l to  Reason, 
Septem ber 11, 1915.

Trotsky's Stand On War Issue
(C o n tin u e d  f ro m  page 3)

lie  p ro s tra te  w i l l  co inc ide  prec ise­
ly  w ith  the  t im e  o f  F ra n co 's  d o m i­
na tion .

The Menace of Japan
Y o u  ask how  serious a menace 

Japan  is to  th e  U.S.S.R., E n g la n d  
and the  U n ite d  States. Ja p a n  is 
n o t capable o f  a w a r  on a  g re a t 
scale, p a r t ly  fo r  econom ic re a ­
sons, b u t above a ll fo r  soc ia l rea ­
sons. N o t h a v in g  em ancipa ted  i t ­
s e lf u p  to  now  f ro m  th e  h e rita g e  
o f  fe u da lism , Japan  rep resen ts  the 
re se rvo ir  o f a g ig a n tic  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  exp losion. In  m a n y  re ­
spects i t  ca lls  to  m in d  th e  T s a r is t 
em p ire  on the  eve o f 1905.

Ja p a n 's  le a d in g  c irc le s  a tte m p t 
to  escape fro m  th e  in te rn a l con­
tra d ic t io n s  by th e  seizure and  p i l­
lage o f C h ina . B u t th e  in te rn a l 
c o n tra d ic tio n s  m a ke  e x te rn a l suc­
cess on a g re a t scale unfeasib le .

T o  seize s tra te g ic a l p o s itio n s  in  
C h in a  is one th in g ;  to  subdue 
C h in a  is ano th e r. Japan  w o u ld  
neve r da re  to  cha llenge  th e  Soviet 
U n io n , i f  th e re  w ere  n o t a  g la r in g  
an tag o n ism , e v id e n t to  everyone, 
betw een th e  le a d in g  c liq u e  o f  the  
K re m lin  and th e  S ovie t people. 
T he  reg im e  o f S ta lin , w h ic h  Is 
w e a ke n in g  the  U.S.S.R.. can m ake 
a  Soviet-Japanese w a r  possible.

W h a t w o u ld  be th e  re su lts  o f  
th is  w a r?

I  canno t be lieve  fo r  a s ing le  
in s ta n t in  th e  v ic to ry  o f  Japan. 
I  th in k  th a j th e  m ost in d u b ita b le  
re su lts  o f  th e  w a r  w o u ld  be th e  
co llapse o f the  m ed ieva l reg im e  
o f th e  M ik a d o  and o f  the Bona- 
p a r t is t  reg im e  o f  S ta lin .

My Work in Mexico
On m y  l i fe  in  M ex ico  I  can 

co m m u n ica te  v e ry  l i t t le .  O n th e  
p a r t  o f th e  a u th o r it ie s  I  have m et

w ith  n o th in g  b u t k indness. I  am  
a b so lu te ly  a p a r t fro m  M exican  
p o lit ic a l l ife , b u t I  fo llo w  th e  e f­
fo r ts  o f  th e  M ex ican  people to  
conquer a com p le te  and  tru e  in ­
dependence w ith  a rd e n t sym ­
p a thy .

I  am  f in is h in g  a book on S ta lin , 
w h ich  w i l l  appear th is  ye a r in  
the  U n ite d  S tates, E ng land  and 
o th e r co u n trie s . T he  book is  a 
p o lit ic a l b io g ra p h y  o f  S ta lin  and 
has as its  o b je c tive  an exp la n a ­
tio n  o f  ho w  a second o r th ird  
ra n k  re v o lu t io n a ry  can appear a t 
th e  head o f  th e  c o u n try  w hen th e  
T h c rm id o r ia n  re a c tio n  begins. 
T he  book w i l l  show , in  p a rt ic u la r , 
how  and w h y  th e  fo rm e r  B o lshe ­
v ik ,  S ta lin , is  n o w  co m p le te ly  rip e  
fo r  an a llia n c e  w ith  H it le r .

L E O N  T R O T S K Y  
Ooyoacan, D . F .
M a rch  18, 1939

IN  T H IS  
C O R N E R

By Max Schactman

A t  bo ttom , th e  d isp u te  be tw een th e  so-ca lled " is o la ­
t io n is ts ”  and th e  advocates o f “ co lle c tiv e  s e c u r ity "  is 
e ith e r  m ean ing less, u n im p o r ta n t,  o r  e n t ire ly  beside the  
p o in t w ith  w h ic h  w o rk e rs  a re  re a lly  concerned , nam ely* 
s to p p in g  o r  f ig h t in g  w a r.

W here  I t  is  n o t a  p a te n t a b s u rd ity , is o la tio n is m  in  
th e  m odern  w o r ld  is  a  p a te n t fra u d . In  so fa r  as the 
nega tive  c r it ic is m  o f  th a t  p o s itio n  goes, i t  is  easily  
accom plished . T he  idea th a t  th e  U n ite d  S tates, w i th  its  
tre m e n d o u s ly  p o w e rfu l p o s itio n  in  w o r ld  econom ic 
and  p o lit ic a l l ife , can, o r  does, o r  w i l l  re m a in  iso la ted  
fro m  a n y  im p o r ta n t  c o n flic t  Is p reposte rous. T h e  Sem ­
in o le  In d ia n s  o f  F lo r id a ’s E ve rg lades  o r  th e  P iu te s  o f 
U ta h  m ay  have  been able to  pu rsue  an is o la tio n is t 
life  a h u n d re d  o r  m ore  ye a rs  ago. M od e rn  A m e rica n  
im p e r ia lis m , rega rd less  o f  the  sta tesm en a t i ts  he lm , 
s im p ly  canno t, does no t, w i l l  no t.

Nobody Likes War
T he  "c o lle c tiv e  s e c u r ity "  advocates a re  s im p ly  the  

t ra d it io n a l de fenders  o f  im p e r ia lis t  boo ty , in  new  
gu ise  and  w ith  s tra n g e  rece n t re c ru its . N o  m ore  o r 
less sane person, h o w eve r re a c tio n a ry —and th is  goes 
a lso fo r  F asc is ts— is  in  fa v o r  o f  w a r  fo r  i ts  ow n  sake. 
E ven th e  Fasc is ts , w e repeat, because h o w e ve r m ad 
th e y  m ay  seem to  be, th e y  are  n o t u n a w a re  o f th e  
fa c t  th a t  a la rge -sca le  m ode rn  w ar' is  a  r is k y  and 
expensive a ffa ir .  T h a t is  w h y , in  th e ir  ow n  w a y , th e  
F asc is ts  too  a re  fo r  "c o lle c tiv e  s e c u rity ."  T hus , M u s ­
s o lin i and H it le r  a re  fo r  “ c o lle c tive ly , s e cu rin g ”  th e  
B la c k s h ir t  conquest o f  E th io p ia . T h e y  a re  fo r  “ co lle c t­
iv e ly  s e cu rin g ”  th e  N a z i conquest o f C zechoslovakia . 
T he y  w o u ld  n o t o b je c t fo r  a  m o m e n t to  h a v in g  E n g ­
land  and  F ra n ce  and  a ll  th e  o th e r  “ D em ocrac ies”  jo in  
th e m  in  the  " c o lle c t iv ity ,"

T he  “ d e m o c ra tic ”  advocates o f  th e  p o lic y  m e re ly  
w a n t to  secure “ c o lle c tiv e ly ”  n o t th e ir  conquests o f 
1938-1939, b u t th e  boo ty  th e y  a cq u ire d  in  1918-1919 and 
in  the  p re ced ing  decades. T he re , fu n d a m e n ta lly , is  th e  
d iffe re n ce  between them  and th e  Fasc is ts  on th is  
p o in t.

W h y  the  w o rk in g  class shou ld  f ig h t to  "secu re ”  
E n g la n d ’s ru le  ove r, le t us say, S outh  A fr ic a ,  o r  B e l 
g iu m ’s ove r th e  Congo, a n y  m ore  th a n  th e  G erm an 
w o rk e rs  shou ld  f ig h t  to  secure H i t le r ’s ru le  ove r the  
Czechs, is  n o t in te ll ig e n t ly  dem onstrab le .

T he  “ is o la tio n is ts ”  d if fe r  fro m  th e  "c o lle c tiv e  secur 
ity ite s ” —as th e  la s t w a r  show ed— in  th a t  they refuse 
to  ass is t e ith e r  one o f the  tw o  sets o f th e ir  im p e r ia lis t  
r iv a ls :  th e  A n g lo -F re n c h  o r  th e  G e rm a n o -Ita iia n . “ L e t  
th e m  f ig h t i t  o u t to  th e  p o in t o f  exh a us tio n , so th a t  
i f  we in te rve n e  la te r  on i t  w i l l  be as in d is p u ta b le  
m aste rs  o f  th e m  bo th . W h y  shou ld  we n o w  t ie  o u r­
selves dow n  to  h e lp in g  one o f o u r c o m p e tito rs  a g a in s t 
a n o th e r one?”

T o  ta ke  e ith e r  o f the  tw o  p o s itio n s  is, th e re fo re , to  
ta k e  a  s tand  fo r  im p e r ia lis m  and, consequently , fo r  w a r.

Democratic Rights Do Matter
Is  the re , th e n , no w a y  in  w h ic h  to  s top  F ascism , to  

s top  H it le r ’s advances, to  s top  th e  w a r  w h ic h  w e  a ll 
rea lize  is so im m in e n t?  Can we, th e n , ta k e  th e  pos itio n  
th a t  i t  doesn’t  m a tte r  a  p a rt ic le  w h e th e r we live , so to  
say, u n d e r H it le r is m  o r R ooseve ltism , F asc ism  o r 
c a p ita lis t  dem ocracy?

T he re  is  a w a y  to  sm ash F asc ism  and  w a r ! T he re  Is 
a d iffe rence , an  im p o r ta n t one, betw een F asc ism  and 
bourgeo is  dem ocracy. Those w ho  a t t r ib u te  to  th e  re v ­
o lu t io n a ry  M a rx is ts  th e  v ie w  th a t  i t  doesn’t  m a tte r  to  
th e  w o rk e rs  w h ic h  p o lit ic a l re g im e  th e y  liv e  under, is 
d e lib e ra te ly  d is to r t in g  o u r p os ition .

T he  d e m o c ra tic  r ig h ts  w h ic h  the  w o rk e rs  en joy , 
in  p a r t  on ly , to  be sure , b u t  neve rthe less in  p a rt, under 
c a p ita lis t  dem ocracy— th e y  a re  deprived  o f  a lto g e th e r 
b y  F asc ism . B u t th e  w h o le  p o in t is th a t  these r ig h ts  
n o t o n ly  ca n n o t be extended and  m ade m ore  genuine, 
b u t th e y  c a n n o t even be p reserved  in  th e ir  p resen t 
v it ia te d  fo rm , i f  th e  w o rk e rs  co n tin u e  to  s u p p o rt in  the  
s lig h te s t degree th e  pow er, the  ru le , the s ta te  o f  th e  
bourgeo is  dem ocra ts.

W h e re ve r we lo o k  today, w e see th a t  these g e n tle ­
m en a re  in te res ted  f ir s t  and fo re m o s t in  th e  p re se rva ­
tio n  o f  c a p ita lis t  p r iv a te  o w ne rsh ip . R ooseve lt, fo r  
exam ple , re ite ra te s  h is  a lle g ia n ce  to  c a p ita lis m  on a ll  
occasions. “ D em ocra cy ’’ in te re s ts  them  o n ly  in  th e  
second, te n th  o r  f i f t ie th  place. A n d  w hen and w he re  
such  d e m o c ra tic  r ig h ts  as th e  r ig h t  to  fre e  speech, 
assem bly, press, th e  r ig h t  to  o rgan ize , s tr ik e  and 
p ic k e t, c o n flic t w ith  th e  in te re s ts  o f  c a p ita lis t  p ro p ­
e rty , th e  fo rm e r a re  n o n c h a la n tly — m ore  o fte n , b ru ta l­
ly  a nd  c y n ic a lly —suppressed fo r  th e  sake o f  the la tte r .

T h is  e le m e n ta ry  and  eve r so im p o r ta n t  t ru th ,  th e  
p ro fess iona l dem ocra ts  in  the  la b o r m ovem ent system ­
a t ic a lly  conceal fro m  th e  masses.

But War Ends These Rights
T ake  th e  d e m o cra t D a la d ie r. H e  is a g a in s t th e  

G e rm a n  d ic ta to rs . Good. T o  " f ig h t ”  them , to  p reserve  
F re n ch  im p e r ia lis t  in te re s ts , he asks fo r  th e  pow ers  
o f  . . .  a d ic ta to r !  I n  h is  w a r  fo r  dem ocracy, he s ta rts  
o u t by  re fu s in g  to  g u a ra n te e  in  a n y  w a y  th e  dem o­

c r a t ic  r ig h ts  o f free  speech, fre e  press an d  assem bly. 
A n d  u n d e r m odern  c a p ita lis m , th is  is  a b so lu te ly  In  th e  
o rd e r o f  th in g s . T o m o rro w , i t  w i l l  be R ooseve lt’s ta rn  
to  do th e  same. T he  bourgeo is  dem ocra ts  th u s  pave 
the  road  fo r  F asc ism ! F asc ism  can be stopped o n ly  b y  
f ig h t in g  these s p u rio u s  “ de m o cra ts ” —and  th is  is  p re ­
c ise ly  w h y  the w o rk e rs  need an Independen t class 
m ovem ent, an independen t c lass s trug g le .

W h a t ho lds  fo r  th e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t F asc ism  is 
d o u b ly  tru e  fo r  th e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t w a r. I f  D a la d ie r— 
th e  bourgeo is  d e m o c ra tic  ty p e — tra m p le s  so ru d e ly  
upon d e m o cra tic  r ig h ts  even b e fo re  w a r  b re a ks  ou t, 
ho w  m an y  o f  these r ig h ts  w i l l  he  a llo w  to  be exeroised 
a f te r  w a r  b re a ks  o u t?  W e have seen and  w e k n o w  
enough to  say w ith  com p le te  sureness th a t  th e  p o lit ic a l 
reg im e  o f the  "dem ocrac ies”  d u r in g  th e  w a r  an d  th a t 
o f th e  F asc is t s ta tes, w i l l  be as d if fe re n t as tw o  eggs.
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