A ppeal Fund Nearly $2,500! Two More Weeks
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Thermometer Will
Spin Over VOL. I1I—No 3 Saturday, January 21, 1939

By ROSE KARSNER
Appeal Campalgn Director

We're on our way to bursting
through the fop of the barometer!

The tetal Is $2,442.80,

The branches, for the greater
part, are doing nobly, though a
few are lagging and we still have
some zeros to record. On the
whole, however, the march is to-
ward greater effort to fulfill the
quotas 1009. That Is a testimony
to the vitality of our organization
and an evidence of a REAL mem-
bership on a national scale, ready
to make sacrifices when called

To Go!

Open the Doors

To Europe’s

Socialist Appeal

Funds To the

All War

- 375

5¢ per copy

1,000,000 CUT FROM

CROPPER MISERY
DRAMATIZED ON

<Jb- MISSOURI ROAD
JOIN THE MARCH. COME IN
WITH YOUR 100%. LET'S . -
BREAK THE THERMOMETER Pohce Start Drive
WIDE OPEN!
To Break Up
Sitdown

From Our Readers

We cannot boast blg returns
on our national circularization of
individual friends and sympathi-
zers for support in this campaign,
A few have come In and we hope
for many more in the coming
days. Thus far the following
have responded (the branches will
get credit for these in the final
count):

New York City: Marjoric Balla-
muth, $2.50 plus $5 previously re-
ported; Lavanberg House, $1.00;
Anonymous, $5.00; Eddie Grey,
$2.00; A sympathizer, $2.00; Na-
than M., Bronx, $1.00; S. B., $1.00;
Dr, L., Bronx, $2.00; A Friend,
$2.00; A Sympathizer, $2.00; Na-
Sympathizer, $1.00; Novy, $5.00;
Dwight McDonald, $10.00,

Y.PS.L.: Upper E Side Circle,
$3.00; Leon Sedov Circle, $1.00.

Chicago: H. H., 50c;: Carl P.,
$1.00; J. H, $1,00; Frank S., $5.00.

Miscellaneous: Sol T. Miami
Beach, $2.00; A Friend, Harris-

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
SIKESTON, Mo., Jan, 14.—The
State police proceeded today to
break the demonstration of the
Southeast Missouri sharecroppers,
who have camped along U. S,
Highway 60 and 61 since Tues-
day, by forcing them to return
to the farms from which they

ThiS came.
Charging that the 13 camps
estublished by the 1,500 croppers
1500 Blows and their families constitute “a
1200 U
P
(o]e]
Next

OWEN H. WHITFIELD

menace to public health,” the ‘po—
lice took the action in agreement
with the landowners but without
consulting the croppers. The fact
that the filth and poverty In
which the latter live on the farms
produce death-rates from malaria,
typhoid, pneumonia and tubercu-
losis many, many times greater
than the rates in the State as a

(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on Page 4)

SCORE BOARD

Yuota Paid Percent

Sacramento, Calif. ......... ..... $ 1000 $ 20.00 200
Kansas ., ..... (o MATR YD A0 02654 10.00 20.00 200
Durham, N. H. . . . ... ...... 5.00 6.00 120
E. Chicago, Ind. ................ 10.00 10.50 105
Denver, Colo. .... .............. 10.00 10.00 100
Detrolt, Mich. ... .............. 25.00 25.00 100
Fresno, Callf. ... .............. 5.00 5.00 100
Hartford, Conn. ................ 5.00 5.00 100
Houston, Tex. .........cccoo.... 10.00 10.00 10
Minneapolis ..................... 500.00 500.00 100
Marston Mills, Mass, ............ 5.00 5.00 100
New Haven, Conn, ............,.. 20.00 20.00 100
San Francisco .............c000 50.00 50.00 100
St Louls Xocal ... ... ......... 50.00 50.00 100
St, Paul, Minn, ... .........c00. 100.00 100.00 10
Toledo, O. ..........cciiieiinunus 20.00 20.00 100
Yellow Spgs., O. ............-.-. 5.00 5.00 100
Washington, D. C. .............. 20.00 20.00 100
Plentywood, Mont, .............. 5.00 4.50 90
East Oakland, Cal. .............. 20.00 17.50 87
New York Local ............c.... 1050.00 757.70 72
Boston Local ...........covuinnn 200.00 142.25 71
Lynn, Mass., ....c.covaiimvnnsen- 50.00 34.50 69
Philadelphia .........covueveoes 50.00 33.60 87
Punta Gorda, Fla. ,............. 5.00 3.00 60
Worcester, Mass, ............ .. 10.00 6.00 60
Newark, N. J. ...cvieninrnenanns 100.00 b8.25 58
Chicago Local ........cooovviens 250.00 143.00 57
Los Angeles, Cal, ............... 200.00 109.50 55
San Diego, Cal. ... .....oivveieins 10.00 5.50 55
Cleveland ........cocvevnnneeens 200.00 105,00 53
Quakertown ..........iiiciieins 15.00 8,00 53
West Oakland, Calif. .......... 20.00 10.00 50
Allentown, Pa. .......covcirrrnin 25.00 10.00 40
Rochester, N. Y. ...coovnvennnns 25.00 8.00 32
Youngstown, O. e KA (e 50.00 13.00 26
South Bend, Ind, ............. 10.00 2.50 25
Fargo, N. D. .coccevvvnnrannyrnns 25.00 5.50 22
Baltimore, Md. ........cciievenn 10.00 2.00 20
Seattle, Wash. ........covvveenns 10.00 2.00 20
Akron, O. ..iiiiiiivionrasraiinis 50.00 8,00 16
Gardner-Fitchburg  ............. 15.00 2.00 13
Loulsville, KY. ..cevceviirinncnes 10.00 0 0
Austin, Minn, ..... . ..o 25.00 0 0
Indianapolis, Ind. .......covennn 10.00 0 0
Lexington, Ky. .....coueeiinnans 10.00 0 0
Olvia, Minn, .....covcvmvevieens 10.00 0 0
Evansville, Ind, ,.....cocoevvaes 5.00 0 0
Flaxton, N. D...iccivroarrarsrans 5.00 0 0

5.00 0 0

Portland, Ore. ......cooervreenns

Fight Roosevelt’s
War Program!

AN EDITGRIAL

President Roosevelt has delivered his special mes-

sage to Congress on "national defense” in an attempt
to justify the criminal budget which calls for cutting
one billion dollars from the hide of the unemployed and
adding one billion dollars to the already huge arma-
ment program.

The Roosevelt “defense” program s part of an elaborate,
vicious, hypocritical scheme for plunging the American masses
into a new imperialist war. .

“It would be unwise for any of us to yield to any form of
hysteria,” says the President piously.

But all his actions, especially in the past year, have been cal-
culated to create a state of hysterical chauvinism among the peo-
ple of this country, under cover of which he can put over the
biggest and most costly war program ever known in the peace-
timg history of this country.

A moment’s thought will show that the Roosevelt program is
not for the “defense of peace” but for offensive war on behalf of
American imperialist interests.

Roosevelt has cunningly exploited the indignation of the
American people at the crimes of the fascist barbarians for the
purpese of inflaming a pro-armaments frenzy—and nothing else.
For, if he were really interested in putting a stop to racial or na-
tional minority persecution, he has ample work cut out for him
right here—in the lynch-rvidden, |im-Crow South.

Roosevelt showed his real position on Democracy vs. Dic-
tatorship by what Cordell Hull-Alferd Landon did at the Lima
Conference. Under the hypocritical cloak of a “continental demo-
cratic front” Roosevelt tried to line up Latin America for Amer-
ican trade and investment, as against its competitors from Ger-
mafly and Japan. In the line-up, he had no hesitation in including
every reactionary military dictatorship that devastates present-day
Latin America.

Just before he presented his super-armaments program to
Congress, he staged another war scare to serve as background. He
sent his Ambassadors Kennedy and Bullitt to testify secretly be-
fore a Senate Committee that war is due in the Spring and that
everybody is prepared but the United States, So “secret” was their
phoney testimony that it was splashed sensationally over the front
page of every newspaper in the country the following morning—
which was Roosevelt's aim in the first place.

Now he delivers his special message to Congress, a lie and
a deception from beginning to end.

Does he demand the unprecendented sum of two billion
dollars for armaments in order to fight a war? Not at all—he just
wants to prepare for attacks,

"Calling attention to these facts,” he adds, "does not remote-
ly intimate that the Congress or the President have any thought
of taking part if another war in European soil . . ."

Why didn't Roosevelt use the phrase "on foreign soil,” the
phrase all our great statesmen have been using up to now? Why
is European soil alone excluded? Does it mean that the President
and Congress are thinking of taking part in another war on Asiatic
soil, or Latin American soil? The restriction of the phrase to
“European™ soil is most eloquent. It shows again that the arma-
ments budget is nothing but a preparation for war to defend and
extend the imperialist interests of American capitalism.

Even the details of the expenditures proposed by Roosevelt
furnish clear proof of this fact.

We do not support any armamenis program of American
capitalism, or of any capitalist country, be it "democratic’ or
fascist. For why should the working class defend its classic enemy
—the capitalists, their property, their government?

But even if one assumes that the United States needs “de-
fense from a foreign attack”—the danger of which is denied by
scores of the most authoriative military and naval experts—the
Roosevelt program is distinctly nor “defensive.” One single ex-
ample reveals this in striking fashion. Among the “critical items’
Roosevelt proposes in his message are tanks and anti-tank guns.

Against what invader are tanks to be used, and against whose
invading tanks are the anti-tank guns to be used? Are the guns
to be used against the new Italian amphibian tanks which will sail
the Mediterranean and the Atlantic and land at the Battery? Are
they to be used-against the tanks which Germany will bring over
here in the fuselage of her new airplanes? Or against the tanks
which Japan will land in San Diego from aboard her tuna-fishing
boats? Or against the tanks which Canada will send to recapture
up-state New York, or Mexico to retake the Alamo in Texas?

As a "defense” program, the whole Roosevelt armaments
budget is a first-class imperialist fraud. It is meant to prepare
American capitalism for war—for sending millions of American
workers and farmers to protect American investments in the four
corners of the globe. And it is meant. for the "enemy at home”—
the militant working class which demands the right of a job for
every man at a decent living wage.

Labor! Smash the Roosevelt war program with your protests
and action!
Demand ihat all war funds go to the unemployed!

Change the super-armaments program into a super-public
works and home-building program for the masses!

o3BT g .

Let 'Exm Eat Bu“els!_

SO Y

MUNIZ FACES HIS
GPU  INQUISITORS
AS TRIAL NEARS

4th Internationalist
Proudly Affirms
His Stand

Manuel Fernandez Grandizo
Muniz and Adolfo Carlini, leaders
of the Spanish Bolshevik Lenin-
ists (Fourth International) are
still awaiting trial at the hands
of the Loyalist-G.P.U. inquisition
in Barcelona,

Charged originally with the
“murder” of an army captaln,
these eous militants are
now more frankly accused of try-
ing to form a workers’ united
front in Spain to fight capitalist
reaction behind the sagging Loy-
alist lines,

From the text of the Indict~
ment and a summary of the pre-
liminary investigation, the heroic
conduct of Comrade Muniz emer-
ges with inspiring clarity.

To the inquisitors who have
brought from Moscow to Barcelo-
na the technique of framed-up

(Continued on page 3)

Barcelona Workers

Face Supreme Test

Boss Reaction in Loyalist Rear Makes
Franco Advance Easier by
Hamstringing Workers
By FELIX MORROW

Can Barcelona withstand a siege? This is the question which
workers everywhere are asking themselves as Franco's forces, having

broken into Barcelona Province,

advance upon the chief city of

Spain from three sides. On the fourth side lies the Mediterranean,

which Franco's fleet commands,

A million proletarian men and women are prepared to lay
down their lives in defense of Barcelona. They are the very flower
of Spain’s working class. Madrid has been primarily the administra-
tive center of the country, with few important factories, but Barcelona
ts the industrial heart of the ‘country as it is its chief seaport. The

Barcelona masses on July .19,

1986 initiated the struggle against
the fascist coup d'etat, with bare
hands wresting arms from the
revolting troops.

If Barcelona's fate rested with
these heroic workers, we could
say with certainty: despite supe-
rior armament, despite the aid of
Hitler and Mussolini, Franco will
never march into Barcelona.

Workers Are Shackled

Unfortunately, however, the

Faction Fight

DETROIT.—It took exactly
three months to blow up the
fictitious peace engineered in the
United Automobile Workers df
America by the bigwigs of the
C.1.O. After continual rumblings
and minor eruptions, the fac
tional fight between Martin and
the Mortimer crowd has again
flared up into the open and will
now rapidly spread, like a prairie
fire, throughout the union.

This time, it appears, it is a
fight to the finish, with both
gangs realizing that they have
pretty near exhausted their whole
bag of tricks and that the mem-
bership s in no mood to tolerate
further scandals at the expense
of the union. Both factions see
the only way out of the blind

Flares Again

In U.A.W. Executive Board

alley in the convocation of an
early convention. Each side is
hopeful that it can swing a ma-
jority of the votes, take over the
administration of the union and
wipe out the opposition.

The Record

What has either gang to say
to the membership at the coming
convention in Toledo? What ex-
planations have they to offer for
the tragic decline of the U.AW.?
Let us glance over the record
since the Milwaukee convention
one and a half years ago.

The results of the Ford drive
after one and & half years of ef-
fort? Zero and worse than zero.
The union today has less mem-
bers in the Ford plants than it
did at the time of the conven-
tion.

(Cofitinued on page 3)

fate of Barcelona rests in other
hands. The leaders of these work-
ers—they are predominantly ad-
herents of the anarchist-led C.N.
T. unions—have surrendered the
power to the bourgeois, Social-
Democrat and Stalinist ministers,
with the C.N.T. providing a "left”
face to the government.

The workers’ organizations play
no independent role whatever, but
are subservient to the Negrin
government, In the name of the
fight against fascism, the direc-
tion of that struggle has been
ceded to those who fear a vie-
tory of the working class more
than they fear a victory of Fran-
co. Too many crimes committed
by this government and its prede-
cessor, the Caballero cabinet, too
many betrayals of cities to the
fascists have taken place, to make
it possible to place any confldence
in  the leadership which Premier
Negrin will provide for the de-
fense of Barcelona.

Suicidal Policy Continued

Despite all the bitter lessons of
two and a half years of civil wai,
the Negrin government continues
to place all its hopes on Anglo-
French aid. Alvarez del Vayo,
Spain's foreign minister, spent
the crucial days of the week at
Geneva, making speeches in the
League of Nations Council be-
seeching the ‘“democratic coun-
tries” to permit the Loyalists to
purchase arms and ammunition.
The same speech has been made
by governmental leaders ever

(Continued on page 3)

WPA

ROOSEVELT ALIBIS
WHILE CONGRESS
HACKS AT FUNDS

Militcn—x—{gtruggle
Alone Can Check
Deep Cuts

FIGHT THE Si ASH!

Following the lead given by
the President, and carrying the
process a step farther, Congress
|last week got down to serious
'work in the drive to slash
W.P.A.

Nation-wide applause filled
the columns of the boss press
while the House of Representa-
tives passed a Deficiency Bill
allotting a maximum total of
§725,000,000 to cover W.P.A'
during the last five months (Feb-
ruary Ist to June 30th) of the
current fiscal year. After a few
hours of dispirited debate, the
bill was carried with only a bare
30 votes in opposition.

Since the funds appropriated
at the last session, and now be-
ing spent at the rate of about
£200,000,000 a2 month, will be
exhausted by the end of this
month, and since the frovisions
of the new Bill compel} pro-ration
of the $725,000,000 evenly over the
five month period (e.g., at the
rate of $145,000,000 per month),
the immediate effect of the new
Bill would have to be the firing
of 1,000,000 W.P.A, workers, There
is no getting around this conclu-
sion, which is simply applied
arithmetic. This cut is threatened
at a time when doubling the pres-
ent rolls (now 3,000,000) would
not take care of the need.

White House Plays the Game

After days of silence, during
which the House passed the cut,
the White House finally uttered a
peep of protest.

The truth is that the President
and Congress are cooperating per-
fectly in shoving the W.P.A. cut
down the throats of the unem-
ployed. The apparently higher
sum asked by the President ($875,-
100,000) was deceptive: $125,000,000
of It was scheduled as a "re-

(Continued on Page 2)

WORKERS IN OHIO
FIGHT WPA CUTS

Unemployed Union
Leads Militant

Struggle

(Special to Socialist Appeal)

CLEVELAND. — Several hun-
dred members of the CILO.-
W.P.A. Industrial Union protest-
ed last Saturday against the
“guns not butter" program of the
ANew Deal in a colorful and mili-
tant demonstration before the
district W.P.A, headquarters.
Forming a picket line three deep
about the W.P.A. building, fired
W.P.A. workers, including more
than 100 widowed mothers laid
off sewing projects, cried “Stop
the lay-off!" and “We demand
jobs!"

This was the first mass action
undertaken by the new union,
whose activities have been con-
stantly hampered and sabotaged
by Stalinist influence in the local
C.I.O. Despite the fact that the
organization had scarcely any
funds, and but a few days to
publicize and prepare the demon-
stration, the turn-out in cold and
high-piled snow Indicates the
readiness of the W.P.A, workers
to respond to a fighting program.

W.A. Tries Sneak Play

An attempt by the Stalinists to
“capture” the demonstration for
the benefit of the Workera Alli-
ance was completely sqlielched.
The Stalinists in the a
Industrial Council Hgfad up a
“united front” for the demonstra-

(Oontinued on page 2)
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ST. LOUIS MOTHERS
HIT BY RELIEF CUT

1,000 of the Neediest and Most Helpless of
Dependents and Their Children
Face Starvation

‘By DAVID T. BURBANK
(Special to Soclalist Appeal)

ST, LOUIS—A new relief crisis
has made its appearance in St
Louis, and more than 1,000 moth-
ers with dependent children are
the first victims, The authorities

admit that “necessary red-tape"
rather than actual lack of relief
funds has caused the mothers to
be struck from the relief rolls,

The women were dropped from
W.P.A,, on which, according to
official sources, they received an
average of $43 a month, on the
grounds that they were eligible
for rellef under the Ald For De-
pendent Children Act, which is
part of the State Social Security
Act. Yet these familles with de-
pendent children but no bread-
winners, officially described as
“the most helpless and needy of
all types of dependents,” are de-
nied ald under the act exclusively
baecause of lack of "administra-
tive personnel.”

Some 200 of these mothers
demonstrated in front of the
headquarters of the City Social
Security Commission. Under the
leadership of the C.I.O, Project
Workers Union, 75 of them
marched to the City Hall and
“gat down” iIn the aldermanic
chambers, forcing the aldermen
to pay attention to their plight,
This was on the afternoon of
Friday, Jan. 13. A group of 41 of
the mothers spent the night in
the aldermanic chambers. The
police allowed no food to be taken
in to them. The next day, a
force of eight uniformed patrol-
men and 20 detectives, led by
Capt. Albert Wetzel, hero of many
strike-breaking exploits, threat-
ened the women, many of them
hysterical from hunger, with
forcible removal, arrest, and tak-
ing their children from them,
The sit-down came to an end.
But the effects of the demonstra-
tion are likely to be far-reach-
ing.

Last August, the soclal workers
and clerks employed by the St.
Loulis Social Security Commis-
sion were cut from over 200 to
iess than 50. Four clerks and five
investigators must handle all new
applications for relief—not only
ald for dependent children, but
all direct rellef and old age pen-
slons. (The 33 social workers
must do what they can with the
16,000 cases alréady on the rolls).
About ten applications for aid for
dependent children can be han-
dled each day by the four clerks;
then the applications must be
flled away untll the indefinite
time when the overburdened in-
vestigators can act on them.

The aid to dependent children
Is much lower even than W.P.A.;
it amounts to $18 a month for
the first child under 16, and $12
a month additional for each child
up to that age. How it works
out in practice is shown by the
following case history:

“The father Is suffering from a
handicap which makes him un-
acceptable for &8 W.P.A, job, and
the oldest child, 20, will be un-
able to work for some time be-
cause of a recent appendicitis
operation. There are two other
children, only one under the age
of 16. If the mother should suc-
ceed in gefting an A.D.C. grant
to replace her W.P.A. job, the
family of five will have to live
on $18 & month.” In most cases,
the family is inegibile for direct
relief because one or more mem-
bers are technically regarded as

THEATRE PARTY
FOR DEWEY FUND

Friends and admirers of the
noted American educator and lib-
eral, John Dewey, who have
formed a John Dewey Research
Fund, announce their sponsoring
of an evening's performance of
the comedy on education now
playing at the Mansfield Theatre,
"What a Life!"

The special performance for the
Fund will be given at the theatre,
256 W. 47th Street, New York
City, on February 6, 1839 and
tickets, at prices ranging from
$3.30 to 55 cents are already avail-
able at the office of the Fund,
Room 914, 22 East 17th Street,
New York City.

Dewey WIIl Speak

During the Intermission in this
highly entertaining play, Dr.
Deweéy will bring a message to
the audience.

I\Iot,only those who agree with
Dr. Dewey, but also al] those who
followed with admiration the
courageous stand he took In the
work of establishing the truth
about the Moscow Trials, are
urged to avail themselves of this
special opportunity to see the
play which has been widely
pralsed.

employable. Many of the women
are widows.

A revealing light is thrown on
the situation by the statement of
the W.P.A, district director that
the dismissal of the women began
early in December, in compliance
with an executive order from Jef-
ferson City, and that "the Social
Security Commission knew
months ago this step was to be
taken.” The blow al these moth-
ers and thelr dependent children
was in preparation "months ago''!

This sit-down has been the first
real sign of life from the C.I.O.
Project Workers Union since it
wasg formed about ten months ago
and the already moribund Work-
ers Alliance dissolved into it
Sporadic attempts to organize
some of the projects met with
little success and the general at-
titude of the leaders of the union
was not such as to encourage its
growth or awaken the interest
of the mass of W.P.A, workers.
The effect of the mothers' dem-
onstration, and, indirectly, of the
gharecroppers’ demonstration in
“swamp-east"” Missourl, will be,
however, to Increase the mili-
tancy of all those on relief in St
Louis. The Project Workers
Union appears to have awakened;
it is organizing neighborhood
branches; and the women's sec-
tion is playing an Important role.

WORKERS IN OHIO
FIGHT WPA CUTS

(Continued from Page 1)
tion to drag in the dlscredited
and feeble Workers Alllance. The
plan was to have the C.I1.O, mem-
bers to bulld the picket line, but
let the Workers Alllance sneak
in the organizational banners.

The Alllance attempted a
“sneak-play" by putting on their
own picket-line of about 60 people
a half hour before the scheduled
time for the demonstration to
begin. The fact that after four
vears of a clear field for organiz-
ing the W.P.A. workers the Alli-
ance could not mobilize more
than this number of workers in
the face of the action of Congress
on the previbus day slashing
down on relief-work appropria-
tions, is evidence enough of the
Stalinists' ruinous policles in this
once growing and aggressive un-
employed union.

However, the CIO.-WP.A,
Union did not permit its identity
to be submerged. Several hun-
dred strong, its members, each
wearing a white and red arm-
band bearing the organization's
name, with disciplined organiza-
tion directed by picket captains
with special red arm-bands and
the traditional U.AW. service
caps, first pavaded through the
down-town area, before picketing
the W.P.A. headquarters,

W.P.A Union Dominates

The W.P.A. union bore a huge
sign with its name and headquar-
ters, and a call to the W.P.A.
workers to join its ranks. They
also carried several dozen signs
raising their demands on the gov-
ernment to stop the lay-offs and
rehire all fired workers.

When the C.ILO. union plcket-
line was established all the Work-
ers Alliance rank and flle began
asking for C.ILO. union arm-
bands, and the Workers Alllance

was completely submerged. By
this action the CILO-W.P.A,
union establishes itself as the

only organization of W.P.A. work-
ers and unemployed in Cleveland
worthy of a union name, with
leadership militant enough to put
up a real fight for the workers.
The Stalinists went about try-
ing feebly to explain to the
workers that this was a "friend-
ly demonstration.” But the tone
of the widowed mothers and their
deflant shouts showed that they
considered the mneeds of their
children a lot more than the bul-
lets and battleships the Roose-
velt regime Is offering them,

STILL AVAILABLE
Leon Trotsky's essay, "THEIR
MORALS AND OURS."” is still
obtainable. Price: 20¢ per copy.

SOCIALIST APPEAL

Jamaica Unemployed League Meetings
Illustrate New York Relief Situation

By BILL MORGAN

One visit to a meeting of the
Unemployed and Project Workers
Union will do more to expose the
relief situation in New York than
all the figures and case histories
ever presented, Here the work-
ers come with thelr grievances
and vreports of investigations.
Here the full story of relief is
unfolded in clear, dramatic de-
tail. Let us attend a meeting of
the Jamaica Unemployed League
where scores of workers have
learned by experience the only
way to win decent treatment and
prompt action from the Relief
Bureau.

The headquarters of the local
is situated in the very heart of
the workers district In Jamalca
and at the meeting we find vari-
ous nationalities and races rep-
resented. Itallans, Greeks, Irish,
Swedes, and many others sit slde
by side with Negroes and whites.
Mothers and children, fathers,
brothers and grandfathers greet
one another and then find seats.
These workers have been united
in several years of common strug-
gle and a spirit of comradeship
is strongly expressed as the room
is gradually packed to capacity.

Discuss Weekly Task

Otto Popovitch, president of
the focal, opens the meeting by
greeting the newcomers and ex-
plaining the purpose of the or-
ganization. The agenda s a
standard one with plenty of time
allowed for the presentation of
grievance, Brother Popovitch dis-
cusses the main task of the week.
It may be a fight for clothing
or for coal allowance or for get-
ting a new member on rellef.
Never a week goes by in Jamalca
without a fight around some par-
ticular case or grievance. There
is a continual stream of new
members in the Jamalca local
and the policy of the relief offi-
cials s constantly changing. This
means the grievance committee
must Keep on its toes to meet the
ever changing rules and never
ending maize of red tape.

The grievances settled during
the past week are taken up and

each worker takes the floor to!

describe the results, The com-
mittee reports what happened to
each case and prepares to either
fight for more adequate treatment
to re-open the case by increased
pressure,

Typical Cases

Some of the cases are typical
of the situation in Jamaica. One
woman worker reports that the
light and gas has been dlscontin-
ued by the E.R.B. without any
explanation. The neighbors have
agsisted In feeding her seven
months old baby and the other
children have had to attend
school without breakfast. An-
other woman reports that her
food check was short two dollars
and that the investigator told her
to take the money from the rent
voucher, The landlord, however,
has already threatened to evict
her unless the rent is increased!

The chairman of the grievance
committee then explains the pro-
cedure to be followed In each
case and cites examples of pre-
vious cases and how the matter
was settled, The cases are then
recorded and the meeting takes
up a plan of action to give full
support to the grievance commit-
tee when it goes to the bureau.

New cases are called for and
time out s allowed to discuss
each particular grievance. All the
facts are recorded on a speclally
prepared form. The committee
and the workers Involved plan to
meet and present each case at
the bureau on the following morn-
ing, If the cases are rejected by
the officials or if action is not
taken within a reasonable time,
the entire local is made ready to
either picket the bureau or to
apply a little extra pressure—a
sit-in strike or a mass delegation
to the main office In New York.
Committees are elected to take
care of picketing, food, publicity,
additional assistance to the griev-
ance committee and coordination
with the central office of the U.P.
wW.U,

Experienced Grievance Committee

The membership of the Jamaica
grievance committee deserves
special mention, It is composed

the local, men who are thorough-
ly familiar with all the ways and
means used by the petty officials
to evade action on grievances.
Stalling and evasion are met by
the committee with gentle per-
suasion at first, but thls commit-
tee is also tough. Its members
are experienced in the handling
of flunkies and guards. They
have been hardened by several
years of doing this work and by
their team work, This committee
Iz the core of the local and the
membership is proud of the com-
mittee and its years of success-
ful work.

After a case has been settled
it is reported back to the local
and the lessons of the struggle
fully expained to the membership.

Sing Workers Songs

The meeting of the Jamalca lo-
cal Is not all work, however, and
the old and battered piano in the
corner is heard for blocks as the
workers sing the latest tunes and
the workers own songs such as
“Solidarity Forever" and "Casey
Jones.”

This local is growing and get-
ting stronger every week. The
activities of the U.P.W,U. are
brought to the attention of the
neighborhood in the many fine
leaflets written and printed on a
foot-press by the executive com-
mittee, Graphically describing
conditions in the rellef bureau
and the run-around policy of the
LaGuardia administration these
leaflets have brought wonderful
results. The number of new mem-
bers each week testifies to the
keen sense of the leaflets.

Many workers who are experi-
enced in unemployed work are
daily leaving the Workers Alli-
ance where the needs of the un-
employed are subordinated to the
Stalinist policy of cooperating
with the Relief Bureau and La-
Guardia. These workers come to
the Jamaica Unemployed League
where democracy and real action
wing more relief and clothing,
and where dues are not collected
with threats, and there are no
“3pecial” assessments of fifty

of the most experienced men Incents and a dollar every month.

BOSS PLUMBERS
HIT LABOR RATES
INN. Y.LOCKOUT

NEW YORK—A struggle in-
volving the wages and working
conditions of all building trades
workers In New York broke out
Monday, when the membership
of Local 463, United Association
of Journeymen Plumbers. and
Steamfitters, A F.L, were locked
out by the bosses’ Master Plumb-
ers Assoclation of Manhattan and
the Bronx.

In aeflance of an exlsting
agreement which does not expire
until April 30, 1939, the bosses
had notified the wunion that
plumbers would not be permitted
to work after January 16, except
at greatly reduced wages and in-
creased hours.

Under the agreement, the men
worked a 6-hour day, with me-
chanics recelving $2 per hour and
helpers $1.16 2/3 per hour. The
bosses demand an 8 hour day
with mechanics to receive $1.50
and helpers 87% cents. A union
membership meeting, January 11,
voted unanimously not to submit
to the bosses' ultimatum, and
work ceased Monday. All plumb-
ing work on new construction is
tied up throughout Manhattan
and the Bronx and will shortly
cause cessation of all work, in-
volying over 150,000 building
trades workers,

6-Hour Day Imperative

The bosses' move is the begin-
ning of a general attack on wage
and hour standards of all build-
ing workers, The 6-hour day is
indispensable to the workers be-
cause of the terrific unemploy-
ment in the industry which is
eased only partially by the
shorter work-week,

University Luncheonette
100A UNIVERSITY PLACE
near 12th St.—right near headquarters
Best Food ot Best Prices
Speclal 25¢ Lunch!
Soup, any 10c Sandwich, Coffee,
Tea or Milk with Cake or Ple,

C. L R. James on Successful Tour

NEW HAVEN, Conn.—C. L. R.
James, author and labor lecturer,
addressed two well-attended meet-
ings in this city. In both cases,
the audiences responded with ad-
miration and interest to James'
forceful and informed presenta-
tion,

Delivering the second of his
two lectures on the night of Jan.
11 at the Negro Community Cen-
ter, Jameés spoke on the Negro
problem. Here especially did the
audience receive his trenchant
remarks favorably.

. L L]

C. L. R, James is now on &
lecture tour through the United
States. His meetings to date have

been exceptional successes. We
advise our readers to follow his
itinerary so that they may have
an opportunity of hearing him
when he visits their city.

The remainder of his itinerary
is as follows: Jan. 19, Youngs-
town, Ohio; Jan, 20, Akron, Ohio;
Jan. 21 and 22, Cleveland, Ohio:
Jan. 23, Toledo, Ohio,

Jan, 24, Flint, Mich,; Jan. 25
and 26, Detroit, Mich,; Jan. 27,
through Feb. 2, Chicago, 11l.; Feb,
3 through 10, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Feb. 13 and 14, Denver, Col.; Feb.
17 through 20, San Francisco, Cal.
and Bay Area; Feb. 22 through
Mar, 1, Los Angeles and ‘San
Diego, Cal.

ROOSEVELT ALIBIS
WHILE CONGRESS
HACKS AT FUNDS

(Continued from Page 1)

serve” against the new fiscal
yvear., And in any case, $875,000,-
000 is simply ludicrous in com-
parison with what Is actually
needed.

By posing (not too aggressive-
ly) in public as asking for a
slightly higher sum, the President
is aiming to draw the teeth out
of any effective opposition which
can proceed only from a one
hundred percent different basis
from that of both the President
and Congress, and their Wall
Street masters. By this tactic the
President has swung behind him
Lewis, La Guardia, and the stooge
Workers Alllance, in such a way
as to guarantee that they count
for nothing In any attempts to
resist the cut.

Drastioc Change Needed

The problem of unemployment
has, for the unemployed, got be-
yond the stage of haggling over
a hundred or so milllon dollars.
The bankers and their boys In
Congress can always win out at
that game, and it gets nowhere
even If they dldn't., The unem-
ployed have got to propose a
complete and drastic change—be-
ginning with the general demand
for. W.,P.A. jobs at union wages
for every unemployed worker—
with precise adding up of finan-
cial accounts coming after not
before human needs are met,

The new bill, passed by the
House at the same time that
Committee preparations for the
two billion dollar armament pro-
gram are going forward with no
serious Congressional protest,
puts liberal starvation only a
month away for hundreds of thou-
sands of workers and their fami-
lies. The unemployed are not go-
ing to stop it by waiting for a
present from Roosevelt or by
sending polite telegrams with
Davld Lasser. Congress and the
White House will sit up and take
notice when they see the work-
ers going forward to militant
mass action In the streets, and
not until then,

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW YORK

FOR SOME RARE entertain-
ment, come to the VALEN-
TINE PARTY, Sunday, Febru-
ary 12, Irving Plaza, Irving Pl
and 15th St. An all-amateur
program, featuring FELIX
MORROW sas a Singing Walt-
er, LOU GORDON, in his in-
imitable Modern Dance paro-
dies. If you have any talent
you want (o display, get in
touch with your branch social
committee representative. Sub-
sgr!puonb 49cchGet your tickets
at your bran g. Bring
All Your Friends. Auspices:
Local New York.

CELEBRATE VICTORY Strike:
Jamaica Unemployed Relief
Workers League. Saturday,
January 21st, Democratic Hall,
104-25 150th St., Jamalca, L.X,
Band Entertainment Drinks

YPSL ‘LLL’ RALLY AGAINST
BOSS WAR! Living News-
paper presentation, chorus, in-
duction exercises. NATHAN
GOULD, main speaker, Fri
eve., Jan. 27th at Webster Man-
or, 11th St.,, nr. 4th Ave. Adm.
20¢,

SPANISH FOLK Songs—Genuine
Spanish Artistag! Spanish
Dances! Retreshments —Hot
Tamales! An extraordinnr{.
exotic and exciting evening Is
promised! Place: Upper West
Side Branch Headquarters, 916
9th Ave. (cor, 59th St.) Time:
Saturday, January 28th. Bene-
fit: Latin-American Class War
Prisoners. Adm. 30c¢.

PHILADELPHIA

LENIN, LIEBKNECHT, Luxem-
burg Memorial Meeting. Fri-
day, February Srd at Brith
Achlm Hall, 11th & Spruce Sts.
8:30 PM. Nationaly Known
Speakers, Showing of Fiim:
8.S. POTEMKIN,

FLINT
L. R. JAMES will s
“Twilight of the British Em-
pire” on Tuesday, Jan. 24,
Place: 223 Pengellcy Bldg.
Time: 8:00 P.M.

C. k on the

WANTED!

Appeal Salesmen!
$1.00 per day minimum
guaranteed!

Pleasant Work
Plus Fine Commissions!
See Abe Miller
at Labor Book Shop
28 East 12th St, N.Y.C.
AT ONCE! AT ONCE!

Due to an exceptionally
COVICI-FRIEDE it has been

and clarity of thought. Packed
declining economy,

it can now be sold at $1.25,

28 East

' EXCLUSIVE!

Corey’'s work DECLINE OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM at an
unheard-of price. Nothing has ever been written on this subject
that begins to approach this work for diligence, scholarliness

data—this book should be in the hands of every radical worker
and all those who are seecking the answer to the “riddle” of a

Beautifully printed and bound the book runs to 600 pgs.
Formerly priced at $4.00, because of our exclusive arrangement

LABOR BOOK SHOP
New!: York City

favorable arrangement with
made possible to sell Lewis

full of facts and unassallable

Add 4c postage

12 St.

JANUARY 21, 1939

MICHIGAN LABOR
ATTACKED IN NEW
GOVERNOR'S PLAN

(Special to Soclalist Appeal)

DETROIT — Governor  Frank
Fitzgerald of Michigan has come
out openly with a vicious anti-
labor program clearly designed to
put the militant labor movement
of the state beyond the law.

In his message to the legisla-
ture, Fitzgerald asked for legisla-
tion providing “prohibition of sit-
down strikes and prevention of
strikes without ten days' notice
to the state commission, Em-
ployes of firms rendering essen-
tial services such as utllity, dairy,
food and delivery services would
be compelled to give 40 days no-
tice.” Outlawry of labor's most
potent weapon is thus coupled
with providing the bosses with
ample time in key strikes to pre-
pare special strikebreaking meth-
ods.

Picketing Limited

It is well-known that auto
strikes often require mobilization
of workers from many plants to
make a strike effective at any
plant. Therefore Fitzgerald pro-
poses that “picketing by persons
other than employes of the struck
plant would be prohibited, and
mass picketing which bars en-
trances would be lllegal.” By this
device, unity of unemployed with
employed and elementary labor
solidarity, would become a crime.

"Strikes not authorized by re-
sponsible officers would be out-
lawed and illegal” In a critical
moment, repudiation of a strike
by a traitorous official could thus
be employed to justify govern-
mental strikebreaking.

Another proposal of Fitzgerald
was that “stiff penalties would
be provided for persons attempt-
ing to force workers to join a
union.” Since it is notorious that
courts can always discover “coer-
cion,” this means that the work
of union organization would be
carried on under constant threat
of jail sentences.

Means Denled

Naturally Fitzgerald sugar-

coated his program with the|A

usual phrases about “the right to
collective bargaining,” But every
concrete method of carrying out
this right, Fitzgerald demanded
punishable by law,

Fortunately, the governor has
to deal with the auto workers, as
militant a group as the American
working class can boast. Even
though he controls both houses
of the legislature, he may find
that law-making body having the
jitters before they concretize his
proposals into law. Michigan la-
bor must be mobilized in its
mighty battalions to stop Fitz-
gerald even Dbefore he pgets
started.

DRIVE SPURTS;
PARTY SPEEDS
DOWN STRETCH

(Continued from Page 1)
burg, Pa., $1.00; Fred. Brinkman,
$1.00; A Friend, <Cattanooga,
Tenn., $3.00; Josiah B, Mankato,
Minn., $3.00; Herman J., Milwau-
kee, $1.00; Eileen, Cold Springs
Harbor, $2.00; James M., St. Louls,
$1.00; Sara M, St. Paul, Minn,
$1.00; A Sympathizer, Washing-
ton, D. C., $1.00.

Prizes

All through the weeks of the
campaign, Minneapolls dldn't
seem to be in the run. But the
comrades there plugged away
quietly—they don't talk much
about results; they dellver, And
80, on January 14th the mail
brought a check for the balance
of their quota and a letter claim-
ing "one of those banners for
our headquarters."

In the same mail we got a let-
ter from Henrietta Geller of St.
Paul: “The quota is reached with
this check! Sorry we couldn't
make it sooner—but whee! we
got there.”

J. M. Coller of Cleveland Iis
very insistent, and justifiably so.
He says: "On the banner, , .. We
hope we are in the running.
You're in better position to judge
results comparatively, from the
standpoint of all conditions. All
we ask is that you consider Cleve-
land’s problems and efforts.” And
we do! Cleveland is definitely in
the running and if this branch
fulfills its quota by the end of the
drive, they get the banner.

East Chicago, Ind. is a small
branch with a splendld group of
comrades, proud of their head-
quarters. Herbert Martin writes:
“Having the finest headquarters
of any of the smaller cities, one
of the banners just naturally be
longs on our wall."

Nothing will glve us more satls.
faction than to give this branch
one of the banners, The small
quota they had to raise was as
much of an effort as twenty times
that amount in the larger
branches.

Detrolt gets a banner, of course!
So it looks like our good com-
rade Dale Edwards of New York
will have the privilege of making
up five banners, instead of three
as we originally planned,

APPEAL ARMY

BRANCHES AT WORK:
“Starting now, Increase our
regular bundle-order of Appeals
to 25 per week. For next week
send 50 so we can sell them at
our James meeting. We are or-
ganizing a branch here made up
of active auto-workers. The pos-
sibilities in Flint are unlimited.”
—Genora Johnson, Flint, Mich.

“As for concentrating upon
selling the Appeal, 1 can assure
you that no opportunities are be-
ing overlooked. Tomorrow we are
moblilizing everyone for the Moo-
ney Release parade. The W.AA.
iz having a mass meeting next
Wednesday night with Governor
Olson speaking and we have al-
ready called the moblilization for
it — Literature Agent of San
Francisco,

“We aré attempting to Increase
the circulation of the Appeal and
other literature in this territory.”
—Otto Rohadfox, new agent of
Syracuse.

- L4 .
TIME TO SEND IN
INCREASED ORDERS:

The twice-a-week Appeal will
soon be here. All literature agents
have by now received Appeal
Army Bulletin No. 2 which gives
full detalls and information about
the new paper. The two impor-
tant things for branches to do
now is: (1) Make specific prepa-
rations for handling the two-a-

week paper; (2) Send in in-
creased bundle orders Immedi-
ately.

L - -

1,000 NEW APPEAL SUB-
SCRIBERS BY APRIL 1:

Quotas for our new sub con-
test have now been assigned to
branches. Each quota Is realistic
and easy to accomplish because—
and don't forget this—the Appeal
is going to be a paper containing
a host of new, lively and popular
features, Don’t forget also that
it sells 104 issues for only $2.00
per year!

This week's all-time record sub
list proves that the job of getting
new subscribers is really an easy
one. Here's the list for the week,
with special credit due to St.
Paul, New York City (still lead-
ing the llst) and Chicago—all of
which have inaugurated sub-drives
on their own initiative:

NEW YORK CITY........ 15
ON0: SSacrerrsavessvaroness 8
ChCABO ..icvccinncsssasoce 17
Philadelphia _ ............ 7
St P s coorvivrecievnaiare 6
Los Angeles .............. 4
San Francisco ............ 3
Michigan . ...........50.0.. 3
Jersey City, N. J........... 3
Montana .........cccovvnuns 2
Minneapolls .............. 2
IINOIS ..vecvcnrrsrvovuncesen 2
California . ............ ... 2-
Massachusetts ............ 2
North Carolina ........... 1
Borelgn .....icoccinsusons 1
Total.:viviasaansiadiass 88

Increased bundle-orders have
come in from the following agents
during the week: (1) Harvey
Dawes, new agent for Youngs-
town, Ohio, has added a total of
15 each week to his regular order.

(2) Otto Rohadfox, new agent
of Syracuse begins with an in-
crease of 5, making a total of 10
per week for the Syracuse Y.P.
S.L. unit.

(3) The Houston, Texas branch
is now taking 7 coples per week.

Don’t neglect sending in your
increased orders on the 2-a-week
Appeal!

STATEMENTS IN THE MAIL
NOW:

Regular monthly statements
are now in the malls, Branches
must take action on them in an
effort to clear up back bills and
clean the road shead for the

twice-weekly Appeal.
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Se\.enlh Ave. ok S
& 4th Ave., S.W. Candy Store:
17 First Ave; Cﬂnwn & t &mdwny.
Candy Store: Broadway, bet. 64 & 65 Sts
G()th t. & Broadway: uptown Tth Ave. sub-

stand; 10th St. & Ave. B (S.E.);
Sul ivan & W. 3rd St. (N. W.); MacDonan‘
& 3l’d St. (S.W.;; 36th St. & 7th Ave.
(N.E.); Brederman, 184 2nd Ave. (near
12th St.)

Grand, and. Attorney St Candy - Store,
2
S.E. 9th St an Ave.; Bieder.
man’s Book Store, 12th St. and Second
Ave.; ; Wa&bmn, 145th St. and St. Nicholas
Ave.; t. and Columbus Ave.
BRONX: Jerome Ave. & 170th St.;
e Nein Sooth S (&pﬁ'.mndg'e Ave.;
re) ; t. ¥
erome & Burnside Aves.; § ™
rospect  Ave.; Allerton
ih S & ] o
1.
§: Jerome Moshula ubway
>“BROOKL Hmmem & So. 4th
Sts.; Tomplum k Myrtle Aves.; Strauss St.,
aear Pitkin Ave.; Sutter Ave., near Van
Sinderen Ave.; Sutter Ave. & E. 98th St
Sta,; 3897 Sedgwick Ave.; 1877 Crotona
A\'e.: Third & lumonl Aves,,
& south-west corners.
Candy Store—1510 Kings Highway

LONG ISLAND: 23rd St. & 45th Ave.; 3
nt St. and Bridge Plaza N.;
cent St. and Bridge Placa, S.: 27th 5t, and
8ridge Plaza So.
N. Y.

ROCHESTER,
033 N. Clinton St.
7 N. Clinton St.
Cor. Cumbcrltnd & Clinton Sts.
Cor. East Ave. & Chestaut St,
S.E. cor. Main & Clinton Sts.
S.W. cor. Main & South Ave.
Main Street East & Clinton Ave,
South, southeast corner
Main Street East, front of Edwards’
Dcwrlmcnl Store
208 Clinton Ave., North at Cumberland St,
Levine's Delicatessen, 257 Clinton Ave.
North at Westcott
Curfi Brothers. 433 Clinton Ave. North

SARE 'N&’w.unm

Reitman’s, cor. Broad
Littman’s
cor, Hawthorne Ave. & Reeves Pl
PATERSON, N. J.
A. Guabello's Sutwnen/ Store
317 Strai St.
NEW HAVEN, Cona.
Nodelman’s Newsstand.
Church St., bet. Chapel & Center

Ave.; Eat

north-west

BALTIMORE, MD,

Sam Weisberg, 1113 E. Baltimore St.
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Autographed James' Books

In addition to the above prizes,
we have two autographed copies
of C. L. R. James' “World Revo-
lution” and one of his “Black
Jacobins.” Larry Turner of the
Boston branch writes: “We are
trying hard to oversubscribe our
quota and in all probabllity will.”
Whether they do or not, Boston
fs In line for one of these prizes.

John Boulds, of Plentywood,
Montana, has been sending in
subscriptions ever since this drive
began. He sent another sub this
week and writes: "I will keep
trying to get subs. Things look
better, At our union meeting last
night the Appeal was well re-
ceived and read. Most all thought
it a good paper, so in time I am
sure I will get more subscrip-
tions.”

Boulds gets one of the book
prizes, leaving us with one book
to be awarded to an individual
or branch making the best show-
ing in the next two weeks.

SOMETHING NEW FOR
APPEAL AGENTS!
Newsboy Aprons!

Made from tough, brown canvas!
Neatly lettered, heavily stitched,
pouch for holding change, section
for holding papers comfortably.

ORDER NOW! ONLY 50 cents

Fascism and the

American Scene

A new and timely pamphlet
by Dwight MacDonald analyz-
Ing American fascilsm and
showing that the European ex-
perlence can teach this coun-
try a great deal about how
fascism can develop—and how
it can be fought.

32 pages

Order from:
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE

New York City

Now in Preparation!

Bound Volumes
of the Appeal, 1938

&
All 56 copies of last year's

APPEAL

Neatly Bound in
Black and Red Covering

PRICE (incl. postage) $3.00
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A VISIT TO GERMANY

Masses Show Their Hatred of
Fascism Despite Hitler's
Reign of Terror
By PAUL FIELDING

[Comrade Paul Fielding and bis wife have
just returned from a trip through Germany. He
gives his impressions in the following article.]

We travelled hundreds of miles through Ger-
many and talked with dozens of people, workers,
soldiers, sallors, petty bourgeols and even Nazis.

The conclusion is Inescapable: Fascism, de-
spite its imposing facade, has not succeeded in
creating a totalltarian state. And, far from
accomplishing Its goal of complete regimenta-
tion, it ls failing more conspicuously each day.

WORKERS FIND WAY TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES

You only meet a few outspoken critics of
Nazism: the risk of talking with a stranger is
too great. But you meet many who by infer-
ence and Innuendo and by their actions show
their dissatisfaction.

And considering the extreme penalties for the
most mild dissatisfaction or expression of dis-
pleasure, this is amazing.

To distribute anti-Fascist literature may mean
the executloner’s block; to participate in an il-
legal workers’ meeting may mean 20 to 40
years imprisonment.

Those who witnessed the most recent Jewish
pogroms and expressed digsatisfaction were
snatched from the crowds, and sentenced to
several months in Dachau concentration camp,

A worker who was heard whistling “The In-
ternational” was put In jall for several weeks,

We walked into a crowded cafe in Dusseldorf
one night, and found a table. Later, six Nazis
came In, and sat opposite us,

When they found we were foreigners and after
asking the Inevitable question—“How do you
like Germany?"—they began repeating the
phrases they had memorized from “Der Stuer-
mer,” the brownshirt paper, about the Jews and
communists In America.

Several beers later, they forgot the swastikas
on their lapels, and confided they didn’t believe
that baloney either. When someone brought up
the question of our Aryanism, the others told
him to shut up, A storm trooper stopped at our
table, and demanded that we give something
to the winter rellef fund. They told him to
beat it.

“WERE NOT SATISFIED
IN GERMANY”

“You work with your brains,” one of them
told me for some strange reason, “and we work
with our hands, but we're both workers. And
we've got the Interests of all the workers of the
world at heart.”

In a saloon along the waterfront in Hamburg,
we heard similar stories. The bartender
shrugged his shoulders, and sald:

“Well, we're not satisfled in Germany, but I
guess no one in the world Is either.”

The conversation stopped short when a uni-
form walked in,

" In Stuttgart, a soldier, not then in uniform,
openly admitted his opposition to Fascism, and
éxplained to us how guns shot both ways.

In a Berlin rallway station, a girl, who was
4 member of the Labor Front, denounced anti-
Semitism so openly and loudly we warned her
to lower her voice.

On the train going through Schleswig-Holstein,
we started a conversation with a sallor who
ridiculed the innumerable uniforms which
abound in Germany today.

“This is my uniform,” he said, pointing to the
clothes he had on. "It's the uniform of all of
us who are citizens of the world.”

On that same trip, we encountered a cattle
farmer, who laughed at everyone who repeated

what was in the papers about the Jews.

*“There are a lot of white Jews, too,” he said.

These and similar things we heard and ob-
served everywhere we went. Despite signs in
every public place saying that now every one
says “Heil Hitler" instead of "Good Day," the
people only salute and say it to those in uni-
form.

Similarly, they only wear Nazi Insignia when
they leave their homes or neighborhood.

OFTEN USE NAZIS
OWN METHODS

Equally important is the agitation under the
regime. Forced to use whatever methods they
can, the workers utilize Nazl demagogy to Im-
prove their conditions. Employers are often
presented with a demagogic statement of Goer-
ing which they have not fulfilled.

The extent to which dissatisfaction has pene-
trated the ranks of the Nazi Party itself can
be judged from this leaflet which was circulated
among the Brownshirts in Trier, who were
forced to go from house to house to collect
rellef money and scraps of iron and metal for
Goering’s four-year plan.

“What have we come to nowadays in the
‘thitd Relchi? We are rubbish collectors and
beggars!" it reads.

“What good has the Third Reich done for
us? . .. All that we, the Old Guard, get to do
is to rattle the collection-box and to take poor
people’s pennies out of their pockets.”

That Hitler can no longer fully depend upon
the Brownshirts or the Black Corps is evident
4n the formation of a special “inner guard,"
composed of the most trusted elemeénts of both
groups, under Heinrich Himmler, chief of the
Gestapo.

DAY OF RECKONING
IS UNPOSTPON ABLE

After Munich, the report circulated that Brit-
ish secret service Informed Chamberlain before
the Berchtesgaden conference that Goering and
the Reichswehr general staff advised Hitler
against going to war, because the soldiers could
not be counted upon.

The new state buildings, the banners, the
bands, uniforms and parades, the diplomatic
victories of Hitler make German Fascism super-
ficlally formidable,

But Nazism can no more postpone the day
of reckoning than can the rest of the capitalist
world. And all things reveal that the victory
of the working class is not as far off as the
prophets of gloom have predicted.

London, Dec. 30.

MUNIZ FACES HIS
GPU_INQUISITORS
AS TRIAL NEARS

(Continued from page 1)

accusations and ‘“confessions,”
Muniz gave a demonstration how
a real ’l‘rotskyfkt militant con-
ducts himself before the class
enemy,

Proudly Admits Connections

with 4th International

Muniz proudly and boldly told
his inquisitors that he “considers
himself the principal comrade re-
sponsible for the activity In Spain
of the Bolshevik Leninists, sec-
tion of the Fourth International,
from which he recelved directives
for work; that the work of this
organization was directed by him-
self as secretary general, by
Adolfo Carlini and Kielso, leading
members.”

At the trial, therefore, Muniz
will stand In the prisoner’s dock
as the proud and militant repre-
sentative of the Fourth Interna-
tional, openly avowing the pro-
gram of his organization for rev-
olutionary struggle iIn  Spain
against Fascism, .

G. P. U. Case Punctured

The indictment makes the false
and stupid charge that the Fourth
International instructed Muniz to
“use terrorist tactics, to stage in-

dividual attacks and provoke
armed strikes.” This plece of
forgery is used to bolster the

charge that Muniz and Carlini
murdered the missing Capt. Nar-
vitch. The one witness, Zanon,
who originally claimed to have
been present at the murder, has
publicly retracted his statements,
thus puncturing the entire G.P.U.
case.

In the preliminary Investiga-
tion Muniz patiently explained to
his inquisitors the revolutionary
Marxist attitude against individu-
al terrorism and outlined to them
the Bolshevik-Leninist program
which repudiates such tactics as
futile and injurious to the work-
ers' cause,

In the whole dossier of docu-
ments produced by the prosecu-
tion there is not a single positive,
concrete piece of evidence against
either Muniz or Carlini, both of
whom have open and shut evi-
dence of their whereabouts at the
time of the supposed murder,

Free Muniz and Carlini!

This frame-up will collapse
just llke the frame-up against
the leaders of the P.O.UM. in
November, when the charge of
espionage against Nin (murdered
by the Stalinists), Andrade and
the others collapsed in the midst
of their trial,

Demand the immediate libera-
tion of Muniz and Carlini! De-
mand an open trial—which has
been promised—and the right of
foreign workers' organizations lo
be represented. Send wives and
resolutions of protest to your
Jocal Spanish consulates and to
Premier Negrin at Barcelona.

SUPREME TEST

FACES BARCELONA

(Continued from page 1)
since July, 1936, and to no effect.

Seeking to curry favor with
England and France, the Loyal-
ist government has ruthlessly
crushed the initiative of the
Spanish workers and peasants,
The factories which they seized
in July, 1936, have been wrested
from them and returned to the
status of private property, llke-
wise armed forces have been em-
ployed to curb peasant move-
ments—notably in Catalonia and
Aragon — for collectivizing the
land,

To enforce this counter-revolu-
tionary policy, the workers' mili-
tias which originally sprang up
to smash the fascists were ‘“re-

Fourth International, concerning

off to an indefinite date:

will profit from the public trial

paign in the press,

Stallnlsts, . . ,

Spanish Bolsheviks Call]
For Aid to Comrade Muniz

Following are excerpts from a letter from the Bolshevik-
Leninist organization in Spain, forwarded by the Secretariat of the

the forthcoming trial of Muniz

and Carlini, originally set for December, but now apparently put

“It Is certain that the Stalinists are golng to carry on a calumny
campaign against the accused, against the Bolsheyik-Leninist group
of Spain, and through It against the Fourth International. . , .
Staging this trial is more diffioult for the G.P.U. In Barcelona than
at Moscow. Here It involves not human wrecks reduced to impo-
tence but eminent representatives of the Fourth International who

to develop before the court the

international program of the Bolshevik Leninists.

“The justice of Stalin Negrin & Co. will have to deal with tested
militants, tempered in the fires of the civil war against fasclsm
and In the struggle at the front and in the rear against Stalinist
repression. We can have full confidence in the moral strength of
the accused In the face of the hostile court and the pogrom cam-

It Is obvious that this Is the same hand that organized the
bloody repression after May, 1887, at Barcelona, which carried out
the assassination of Erwin Wolf, of Moulin (a leader of the Spanish
Fourth Internationalists—Ed.), of Nin and Landau; who caused
the deaths of Leon Sedov and Rudolph Klement—this is the same
hand that Is organizing the trial of Muniz-Carlinl. It may perhaps
be the same hand in the most literal sense. Its mark Is present.
Forgeries are fabricated, false declarations are extorted, statements
against comrades and against the International urganization are
dictated In order to charge them with crimes comcelved of only in
the heads of the G.P.U. provocateurs.

“The Bolshevik-Leninist group of Spain has been dealt terrible
blows and its weakness hampers it In organizing a broad campaign
here, Some of its members, like Fauconnet, Antonio Vidal . . . and
others have been killed at the front. Cid fell during the Barcelona
days at the barricades; Moulin and Wolf were assassinated by the

“But despite the difficulties the Bolshevik-Leninists of Spain
have intervened and are Intervening to spread the slogans of the

international organization among all the workers’ organizations. Walter Hoffmann: 2 years and
“Come to the ald of Muniz and Carlinl! . . ”

Hitler Strikes Blow At 4th International

German Trotskyites Given

Severe Prison Sentences

Hitler Strikes at Revolutionists Who Have
Been Slandered by G.P.U. as
“Gestapo Agents”

Detalls of brutal sentences
meted out to German working
class militants who were mem-
bers of the Trotskylst organiza-
tion, have just been received In
New York from comrades still
conducting revolutionary work il-
legally under the Hitler regime.

The trial against our Magde-
burg and Berlin comrades took
place on November 25 to 27 in
Magdeburg, under the jurisdic-
tion of the Fifth Punitive Senate
of the Berlin Court Chamber.
Among those who were sentenced
to imprisonment in penitentiaries
for thelr revolutionary activity
are the following:

Kurt Noak: 3 years and 6
months imprisonment and 5 years
loss of. civll rights.

Alfred Schirmer: 3 years and
6 months {imprisonment and §
years loss of civil rights,

Alfred Rakalejnik: 3 years and
3 months imprisonment and §
years loss of civil rights,

Hilde Berger: 2 years and 6
months imprisonment and 5 years
loss of civil rights.

Hilde Herz: 2 years and 6
months imprisonment and § years
loss of civil rights,

6 months imprisonment and 5

bursaucracy and carefully select-
ed bourgeols and Stalinist officers
were given complete command of
the armed struggle.

The Result

The result has been a series of
disastrous military defeats and
outright betrayals. During the
period when the Loyalist navy
wag still superior to Franco's, it
was bottled up in Cartagena har-
bor because England and France
feared that naval activity might
drive Hitler and Mussolini to
open warfare. Thereby Franco
was enabled to transport troops
from Morocco at will. Malaga
was betrayed to the fascists by
the treacherous high command.
The only front where successes
oeccurred, the P.O.UM.-CN.T,
manned Aragon front, was delib-
erately deprived of arms until the
C.N.T, capitulated politically. The
Basque "democratic” bourgeoisie,
left in complete control in the
North, surrendered without a
siege, one after another, Bilbao,
Gijon, Santander, until the entire
north was in fascist hands, After
a murderous purge of the Aragon
front, executing revolutionaries
and imprisoning thousands of
C.N.T, soldiers, that front was
turned over to the Stalinist ally,
General Sebastlan Pozas— who
promptly opened the front to the
Franco forces during their offen-
sive last Spring.

Not military victory, but the
“embrace of Vergara"—treacher-
ous conciliation between the con-
tending ruling camps—remains
the main danger to anti-fascist
Spain. Grooved in the Anglo-
French policy of "appeasement,”
the much-touched 13 point" pro-
gram of the government, based
on the thesis that Spain Is fight-
ing not a civil war but a war be-
tween "Spain” and invaders, is at
bottom of perspective of concilia-
tion with the main elements in

"Farnco's ruling circles. The Ne-

grin governmental forces are pre-
pared to join with the Franco
forces in a military dictatorship,
whose first task of consolidation
would be extermination of the
intransigent workers and peas-
ants.

organized” and the old military

Jewish Leader Condemns
Roosevelt’s Refugee Plan

A sharp criticlsm of Roosevelt's
proposal to Mussolini to send
Jewish refugees to Ethiopia was
voiced on Monday at a meeting
of the administrative committee
of the World Jewish Congress in
Paris.

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chair-
man of the committee, criticized
“stupid solutions like the coloniz-
ing of Abyssinia, since no Jew
would be foolish enough to invest
his capital In a country where
tomorrow he would he at the
mercy of confiscation measures
by Mussolinl.”

“I do not think 1 was as much
hurt by Hitler's measures as by
the attitude of the Washington
Foreign Office and those of other
democratic countries that our sit-
uation was one calling only for
philanthropy. We want equality,
not treatment as second or third-
class citizens.”

Goldmann's declaration was the
first plain speaking by a Jewish
spokesman on Roosevelt's hypo-
critical proposal,

Democracies Reject Open Door

Discussions by George Rublee
of the Intergovernmental Com-
mittee for Refugees with Hitler's
deputies dragged out this week,
with no indication that a serious
plan for evacuating refugees
would eventuate.

Hitler's banditry is being em-
ployed as an alibl by the “great
democracies” for their refusal to
open their doors to the victims
of Nazi terror in Germany and
anti-Semitic regimes in Czechoslo-
vakia, Rumania, Hungary, Po-
Jand. If immigration restrictions
were Immediately lifted, quite
apart from any negotiations with
Hitler, funds could ecasily be
made  available for immediately
transporting considerable num-
bers of those now living in terror
of physical extermination,

With cheap demagogy, Secre-

tary of the Interior Ickes deliv-
ers ringing speeches for opening

the doors for Jews . . . in Pales-
tine—but neither he nor any
other American governmental

figure proposes to open the doors
in America.

Deceive Refugees

Pathetlc stories accumulate of
the cruel deceptions practiced
upon desperate refugees. Fat
fees for visas are collected from
them by Latin-American consu-
lates in European cities, and then
the visas are revoked, without
any refund of fees. Three hun-
dred refugees, for example, hav-
ing paid through the nose for
visas at Paraguayan consulates,
were confronted en route at Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay, this week, with
the news that the Paraguayan
government had cancelled their
visas. An additional 700 refugees
in like plight were en route from
Germany. Another group of ref-
ugees, on their way to the Domin-
fcan Republic, discovered upon
landing in New York that that
country had just amended its im-
migration laws to require a fiat
fee of $500 upon landing there,

Even more adamant against the
refugees than the 'great democ-
racles"” is the government of
Stalin. Literally not a single vic-
tim of the Nazl terror finds his
way into the Soviet Union. As
for the once-boasted “Jewish
home" of Biro-Bidjan, it has just
passed the tenth anniversary of
its foundation with no pretense
of commemorating the event, for
the good and sufficient reason
that it has collapsed completely.

Revolutionists Demand Open Door

The plight of the refugees is
desperate, indeed. Nothing less
than victorious socialist revolu-
tion in a major country, unleash-
ing the consequent smashing of
fascism and revolutionary vie-
tories In other countries, can

years loss of civil rights,

Other Sentences

Supplementary sentences meted
out to our comrades in the trial
before the People’s Court in Ber-
lin {n the middle of October, 19837:

Alfred Berger: 12 years Impris-
onment and 12 years loss of civil
rights,

Werner Mueller: 7 years. im-
prisonment and 7 years loss of
civil rights.

A number of other sentences
imposed in the same trial are not
yet available to us,

Answers Stalinist Slander

The savage persecution and im-
prisonment of our comrades by
the beasts of Hitler gives the lie
once more to the abominable
slander disseminated against our
movement and its militants by
the kept press of Stalinism. The
above is only a partial list of the
German Trotskyist fighters who
have been thrown into concen-
tration camps or tried and im-
prisoned by the Nazi gangsters,

Despite the calumnies of the
Stalinists, despite the persecu-
tions, despite the enormous diffi-
culties of continuing the work of
revolutionary organization in Hit-
lerite Germany, our comrades
have stuck tenaclously and hero-
ically to their task and will con-
tinue to do so.

Our warmest greedngs to the
fearless fighters of the Fourth In-
ternational! Let us not forget
for a moment thelr cause and
their needs.

HOPE FOR BEAL
RELEASE MOUNTS

Hope for the early release from
prison of Fred E. Beal was ex-
pressed by the Beal Defense
Committee upon the return from
North Carolina of the committee's
attorney, Louls Waldman, who
announced that a formal applica-
tion for a pardon will be filed
soon with Governor Clyde R,
Hoey.

Beal, leader of the famous Gas-
tonia textile strike of 1929, is now
serving a 17 to 20 years' prison
term in  North Carolina, on
framed-up charges arising out of
the death of a police officer fol-
lowing an attack on union head-
quarters which was calculated to
break the strike. Although Beal
was not charged with doing the
shooting, he was held as techni-
cally responsible, and convicted
by a jury inflamed by the red-
baiting, paytriotic rhetoric of the
prosecutor.

The Beal case was complicated
by the fact that the Stalinist
party and its defense organiza-
tion deliberately deserted him be-
cause, after his return from the
Soviet Union, he wrote a book
criticizing the Stalinist regime.
Numerous labor and liberal lead-
ers, however, joined to work for
his early release after he had
voluntarily surrendered to the
North Carolina authorities,

solve the plight of the refugees.
Meanwhile, however, asylum must
be found for as many as possible.
But it is not accidental that it is
mainly the revolutionists in every
democratic country who have ini-
tiated and who press the demand
for opening the doors to the refu-

gees.

CONVENTION CALL

(Continued from Page 1)

Parts plants organijzation?
Zero! No drive has ever been
attempted. Everybody in the In-
ternational office was too busy
playing shoestring politics.

Status of General Motors, the
largest and most important sec-
tor of the union? Worse contract
than at the time of the Milwau-
kee convention, a shameful “dis-
ciplinary” letter unanimously
signed and submitted to the Gen-
eral Motors corporation by ALL
members of the International Ex-
ecutive Board; present negotia-
tions completely bogged down
with absolutely no reported prog-
ress after two months of meet-
ings with the management,

Internal Regime

Internal administration of the
union? Growing more dictatorial
every day with rank and file con
stantly edged out from all impor-
tant decisions. Every regional di-
rector, barring none, Is desplsed
in his own locality. Not one of
them can point to any real pro-
gress achieved in his own locali-

ty, although every one of them is
liberally supplied with funds and
possesses wide discretionary
powers.

Such Is the record of the Inter-
national Executive Board's and
the International officers' stew-
ardship of the union. What are
these men going to tell the mem-
bership at the coming conven-
tion? How are they going to ex-
plain ‘their opportunism, their
stupidity, their supineness, their
treachery?

Union Is Chief Concern

The automobile workers are
not interested in promoting the
career of this or that individual
or this or that clique. They are
interested In the union as the
fighting arm of the automobile
workers. They are interested In
securing Improved conditions for
the men in the shops and pro-
tecting the economic welfare of
the union membership. To ac-
complish these aims successfully
requires a carefully thoughtout
and carefully prepared program

ED AS U.A.W. FIGHT FLARES

the courage to go out and make
such & program work.

There is nothing new or mys.
terious about such a program.
For months, leading progressives
and militants In the U.AW. have
fought for such a program of
actlon. They demanded the im-
mediate launching of a campaign
to establish a closed shop con-
tract for the G. M. plants and
the establishment of a 30-hour
week with no reduction in pay
to bring back into the shops the
thousands of unemployed auto-
mobile workers. They demanded
that the convention instructions
really be obeyed and that genuine
campaigns be launched to orga-
nize the workers of the Ford
Motor Company and the parts
plants, Everybody agrees In
words that this is the right pro-
gram but the bureaucrats don’t
do anything about it. They don’t
mean what they say,

What to Be Done
The automobile workers have

of action and the boldness and got to turn thumbs down on fake

leaders whether of the Pelper-
Hauser type of job-holders, or the
Mortimer-Stalinist type of bureau-
crats, who for one and a half
years have wasted away the
money of the International, who
have given G. M. disciplinary
powers to fire all militant shop
leaders, who have besmirched the
militant traditions of the U.A'W.
and have dragged its name in the
mud in the course of a rotten
factional fight apd who have
placed the UAW. where it Is
today—squarely on the defensive
before the onslaughts of the auto-
mobile corporations.

The progressives have got to
prepare for the coming conven-
tion by the building of a leader-
ship which will mean what it
says, which will give the Interna-
tional back to its members and
introduce again & regime based
upon autonomy, democracy and
rank and file control.

The progressives . have got to
stand square for an unconditional
repudiation of the rotten kow-

facturers and begin negotiations
with General Motors in the old
style, by banging the flst on the
table and telling the management
that the militant progressive au-
tomobile workers are prepared to
back up the demands of Its com-
mittees,

Program or Action

The progressives have got to
demand the repudiation of the
cowardly “disciplinary” letter in
the hands of G.M. and then really
launch whirlwind drives to orga-
nize the Ford workers, the work-
ers in the competitive parts
plants and the thousands who
are now forced to work on the
W.P.A.

Only in this way will the au-
tomobile workers be able to lift
the union out of the rut in which
it now lles. Only in this way will
the U.AW, take the next big
step to create the fighting union
that will prepare for the big bat-
tles ahead and secure the neces-
sary improvements in the shop
conditions of the automobile

towing policy towards the manu-workers.

TWO LABOR PRISONERS --
TWO LABOR LEADERS

Mooney's Present Conduct
Brings to Mind What
Debs Stood For

By MAX SHACHTMAN

A thrill of exultation is felt upon reading
reports of the magnificent and enthusiastic
demonstrations organized by California’s work-
ers to greet Tom Mooney. How imposing and
invincible the proletariat looks, and is, when
its batallions assemble! How easily it could
sweep aside like pebbles all the obstacles in its
path if it were conscious of its tremendous
power and its historic goal!

Almost exactly 43 years ago, the workers
poured into the streets of Chicago to welcome
from prison another great labor martyr who
preceded Tom Mooney.

Yet there is a difference between the two
great labor leaders, Tom Mooney and Eugene
V. Debs, a difference we record with regret.

When Debs, leader of the American Railway
Union, went into Woodstock prison, he was a
Democrat, a follower of William Jennings
Bryan. When Mooney, equally a militant trade
union leader, entered prison, he was a socialist,
who only five years earlier had accompanied
Debs around the country in the famous “Red
Special” of the 1912 presidential campaign.

When Debs came out of Woodstock, he
proclaimed himself a convinced socialist. Two
and a half years later, on June 21, 1897, he
and his comrades organized what was to be-
come the first important independent working
class party in the United States, the Social
Democratic Party. "“The Chicago jail sen-
tences,” he wrote several years afterward, “‘were
followed by six months at Woodstock and it
was here that socialism gradually laid hold of
me in its own irresistible fashion.”

And Tom Mooney? The reports from Cali-
fornia say—one rubs his eyes in stunned dis-
belief!—that one of Mooney's first acts upon
reaching San Francisco was 1o register af a
member of the Democratic party.

It is "high time," wrote Debs while still in
Woodstock, “that allegiagce to parties who
make laws for the protection of capitalists and
the subjugation of labor should be abandoned
and that men should be found to enact and
administer laws for the equal protection of
labor which creates the capital and carries for-
ward all the industries of the world."”

Forty-three years later, when this declaration
15 trebly true, Mooney takes his place in the
ranks of one of these capitalist parties. It is
a tragic step backward for the old militant, but
no class-conscious worker will follow him in
taking it

Doesn’'t Tom Mooney know that the reason
why American labor failed for more than 20
years to force his release from prison was that
it did not act as an independent class force,
was because it was tied hand and foot, because
it was mentally subjugated to the two capitalist
parties?

Doesn’'t he remember what was written in

-the famous pamphlet published by his Defense

Committee in 1931, “Labor Leaders Betray
Tom Mooney,” in which the labor lieutenants
of capitalism were so thoroughly exposed and
excoriated for their cynical knavishness and
treachery? Mooney endorsed the pamphlet
which said: “The Mooney-Billings case has
always been and must always be, a vital part
of the general struggle between the workers
and the employers. Mooney was saved from the
hangman's noose only through the mass pro-
tests and pressure of the workers of Russia
and the rest of the world.” Does Mooney now
think that the “general struggle between the
workers and the employers”™ can be promoted
under the auspices of the party of Roosevelt,
Farley, Hague, Garner, Cotton Ed Smith and
their ilk?

Seven years ago, Mooney approved the state-
ment that: “The underlying principles back of
the real causes of hard times and unemployment
must be carried to the people, and the hypo-
critical palavering and meaningless platitudes
of subsidized capitalist apologists—the labor
leaders—must be exposed. Liberals must be-
come radicals and radicals must grow revolu-
tionary as capitalism develops to its climax.
Education and organization of the workers
must proceed continuously, relentlessly and
without fail until the collapse of capitalism
gives the signal for the final forward march
of the new social order.”

“Our struggle for freedom,” he reminded
Billings in a letter of January 5, 1931, "is in-
extricably bound up with the whole question
of the future of the American workers.”

That was true then, and it remains true.
The future of the American workers is no!
bound up with the Democratic party. Its fu-
ture, if it is to mean a movement forward, is
bound up with its Declaration of Independence
from the parties of American capitalism. Its
future can be safeguarded only if it takes the
road marked out by Eugene Debs 40 years ago,
by all class-conscious workers before and since
—and not the road now taken by Mooney, Its
future lies in the formation of an independent
political party—of, for and by the working
class, with a fighting working class program.
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Militarizing the W.P. A.

Many new changes have been quietly taking
place in the relicf and W.P.A. administration
which, added up, reveal the intention of the
Roosevelt  administration to place the unem-
ployed and relief workers in a military straight-
jacket.

In New York, workers have been ordered
to appear for fingerprinting or they will be
considered not interested in their jobs. On
some projects, organized protests have held up
this attempt to prepare a convenient blacklist
for the generals. The Stalinist-controlled
Workers” Alliance, as usual, is cooperating with
the government in this foul business.

Another step is the preparation of uniforms
for the 5,000 recreation teachers in New York
City. Colonel Somervill, W.P.A. head ex-
plains: "We belicve a uniform will give the
worker more authority and increase the
worker’s pride in his job."

More and more Army officials are being
placed in charge of relief and W.P.A. admini-
stration. Governors Island, military base in
New York, has been drained of captains,
colonels, and generals who replace civilian su-
pervisors in the relief and W.P.A. burcaus,

Pressure is now being applied to enlist relief
workers into the army and navy. Recruiting
sargents and attractive posters advertise the fact
that in the army or navy there is “continuous
employment, regular meals, sturdy clothing
and adventure!"

Roosevelt, it is clgar, looks upon the unem-
ployed as the first source of cannon-fodder.
Capitalism has no other use for them.

Who Are the A;\urderers?

There are five young boys in the Sing Sing
death-house, waiting to walk to the electric
chair. Raised in the dirt and disease and ig-
norance and poverty of New York's worst
slums, they were driven by their environment
into one jam after another; and hnally, trying
to shoot their way out of one of them, they
killed a man. When it is pointed out that the
society which breeds those slums and that pover-
ty and disease are responsible for that killing,
the boss press in New York State raises its
pious hands and preaches about “the sanctity
of human life” and how these “monsters”
must “pay the supreme penalty.”

* * *

In the South Wing of the Capitol last week,
400-odd men passed the WPA Deficiency Bill.
Three-fourths of these men were lawyers, the
rest doctors, journalists, merchants, bankers.
They draw down ten grand a year plus expenses
from the Federal Government, added to many
thousands they have time to pick up on the
side. Practically all of them went to college,
they all go to church, none ever goes without a
meal or a new suit of clothes when he wants it.

The Bill they passed, if it becomes law
through Senate action and Presidential signa-
ture, means that 600,000 to 800,000 WPA
workers lose their jobs next month. This in
turn means several hundred despairing sui-
cides, thousands of babies getting rickets and
skin diseases and bad teeth and pellagra be-
cause their fathers can't buy decent food, thou-
sands of children and adults dying in the cold
weather from pneumonia and diphtheria and
tuberculosis because they can't pay for medical
care, hundreds of thousands suffering perma-
nent injury in health and morale.

The boss press calls the men who passed
this Bill “saviors of the American system,”
“true and independent statesmen.”

x * *

Who are the murderers? X

Socialist Pontius Pilates

Belgium has a “socialist” Premier named
Paul Henri Spaak and a number of cabinet mem-
bers of the same party.

Loyalist Spain also has a “socialist” Premier
named Juan Negrin and a number of cabinet
members of the same party.

All of them are members and leaders of the
Second International—that is, they are not only
friends and comrades and socialists but inter-
nationalists.

M. Spaak, however, shocked the members of
his own party by his proposal a short time ago
in the Belgian Parliament to send a representa-
tive to General Franco's government in Burgos
—the government that is now engaged in a drive
to slaughter all of Spaak’s socialist comrades in
Spain. Since this was too much even from a
social-democratic Premier, the members of his
party rose up in arms against him.

At a special Congress of the Belgian Labor
(socialist) Party early last December, ringing
with the cry “"We shall not go to Burgos!” the
delegates voted decisively against sending a rep-
resentative to Franco's government.

When the reporter for the Resolutions Com-
mittee, A, Wauters, was asked point-blank just
what the decision meant, he replied, "It seems
to me to have been clear enough. We adopted
our decision with all the responsibilities that it
implied for the [socialist] ministers, that is, that
they would have to resign."

Magnificent, isn’t it? It shows how firm
the leaders of the Second International arc when
socialist principles are to be protected, when
solidarity with their Spanish colleagues is to be
asserted? Hold on a minute,

Tuesday, December 6, the Belgian Chamber
of Deputies met and in violation of the party
congress decision, 18 “socialist” deputies voted
for the government, several abstained and still
others sneaked out of the hall in order to duck
responsibility.

Wednesday, December 7, the General Coun-
cil of the party met to consider the situation.
The parliamentary group, led by Spaak, met at
the same time. It threatened the party leader-
ship . . . but it didn't really have to, for the
General Council capitulated to these open trai-
tors without a word.

Expel the traitors from the party? Nosigree!
The only ones expelled from the Second Inter-
national, in Belgium as well as in the United
States, are the left wing militants who mean it
when they speak of working-class solidarity and
socialism. Franco's friends, however, must be
kept in the party for the sake of—unity!

Finally, a January 15 cable to the press from
Brussels reads: "The Belgian Socialist Party to-
day adopted a resolution denouncing the gov-
ernment’s decision to send a representative to
Insurgent Spain but admitting that it was nec-
essary for Premier Paul Henri Spaak and other
socialist cabinet members to rémain in their po-
sitions for the present at least."

That is how the "socialist” Pontius Pilates
wash their hands of the blood of their Spanish
brothers. And these people have the unmiti-
gated cffrontery to talk of us, revolutionary so-
cialists, as enemies of the struggle against
fascism!

What about M. Spaak’'s good comrades here,
Norman Thomas and James Oneal. Like him,
they are members of the Second International,
They have papers to write in. But they haven't
had a single word to say in comment or in con-
demnation of Spaak's treachery. By their silence
they make themselves accomplices of this un.
speakable scoundrel.

Yet, may be they just haven't the time to write
about him. After all, they are so busy explaining
that Leninism and fascism are the same thing
that they can't be bothered with the friends of

fascism at work in their own camp!

Traitors Al:ﬁ t_he Helm

General Jose Asensio has been appointed mili-
tary attache to the Spanish Embassy in Wash-
ington, we learn from a Barcelona dispatch to
the New York Times of January 17.

Asensio, chief in command of the Loyalist
armies, was arrested by the government on Feb-
ruary 21, 1937, and, together with Villalba,
commander of Malaga, was charged with trea-
son for betraying Malaga to the Fascists. That
Malaga was betrayed, not even the Stalinists de-
nied. When, directly implicated in the betrayal,
the Stalinists tried to smear others, the CN.T.,
on August 26, 1937, revealed that the Stalinist
War Commissar, Bolivar, had joined Villalba
in abandoning headquarters, and Antonio Guer-
ra, Stalinist representative in the Military Com-
mand of Malaga, had stayed behind and gone
over to the fascists.

The day Gijon fell, on October 21, 1937,
eight months after his arrest, the Negrin gov-
ernment announced that Asensio, and his chief
of staff, Cabrera, were about to be tried. Now
we learn that he is not only released, but is ap-
pointed to an important official post! Why?
Because he is blood-brother to the government
which has thus honored him. Prison and shoot-
ing are only for proletarian militants in Loyalist
Spain!

Traitors at the helm—such is the tragedy of
the Spanish people.

A Free Press

Secretary of the Interior Ickes went to town
on the kept press, in a radio debate last week
with Frank Gannett, head of the Gannett News-
papers.

Ickes was able to demonstrate that the pow-
erful financial and industrial interests control
America's newspapers. The few examples he
gave of anti-labor policies of the “free” press
could be added to by the thousands by trade
unionists everywhere.

Ickes was telling nothing new. The most in-
teresting question in connection with the kept
press is—what can we do about it? And on
that question, Ickes was check by jowl with
Gannett. For Ickes declared that it was “up to
the publishers to tell us how to free our press.”
That was an answer which Gannett liked ; Gan-
nett blandly declared that the press was free, and
since Ickes himself had made Gannett and his
kind the masters of the decision, the debate
was over.

Smarting at Gannett's attacks on the New
Deal, Ickes was saying: “If you keep this up,
we'll tell the truth about you." But Ickes and
the Roosevelt crowd haven't the slightest inten-
tion of freeing the press from the control of
finance capital. For to free the press would re-
quire wresting it from the control of the capi-
talists by wiping out their economic power.
That is a task in which not only will Ickes not
join, but which. he bends his every energy
to prevent. He is for capitalism and all its works.
He grumbles occasionally, but only like a faith-
ful servant who disapproves of the excesess of
his master. Freeing the press will be a job for
the workers. The press will be free when the
workers themselves are free and not before.

In Missouri==--America’s
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Own Refugees

(Continued from page 1)
whole is of little concern to the
health authorities.

Sheer Desperation
It was in sheer desperation that
the croppers camped on the high-
ways to bring their plight to
public attention. Evicted from
their miserable shacks when they
refused to accept a change in
status to that of day-laborers,
which would eliminate their one-
half share of the government cot-
ton reduction parity payment, or
& reduction of their share of the
crop from one half of the yearly
produce to two-thirds, the c¢rop-
pers are now being compelled to

accept the masters’ terms.

| income,

Last year the parity payments
amounted to about $100 for a
cropper, about one-third of his
The laborer received
from 75 cents to §1 a day for 10)
to 120 days and no advanced cred-
it from the planter to which the
cropper is entitled. An increase
in day laborers would bring the
day rate down to as low as 40
cents for 10, 12, and 14 hours.

-Already living on a level below
that of the city slum dweller,
the croppers revolted in such
large numbers that the planters
were taken off guard, Hundreds
of families were unable to reach
the highways for lack of trucks
in which to haul their meagre

WHO IS THE G.P.U. SENDING INTO
MEXICO AND WHY?

so forth.

achieved?

agents in their midst?

others?

with impunity!

The well-known Mexico City daily, "El Universal," prints a
cable from Barcelona in its January 7 issue which states that
about 1,500 former foreign volunteers in Loyalist Spain are to
be sent to Mexico, where they will find asylum.

Among them are included Poles, Germans, Austrians and

The first question that comes to mind is this: Why Mexico
and not the Soviet Union? Why hasn't Stalin invited the return-
ing volunteers to the country where “socialism" is already

Surely, the Stalinists will not apply to them the same arqu-
ments that were used against giving asylum to the persecuted
German Jews. The foreign volunteers are not "bourgeois-mind-
ed" and they are not fascist secret agents.

Would it not be closer to the truth to say that if there are
no fascist spies among them, there are more than a few G.P.U.

Anybody who has been in Spain, and fought in the Inter-
national Brigades, or who has read any of the numerous reports
coming from Spain, knows it to be an established fact that
among the volunteers the Stalinists sent in scores of agents of
Yagoda and Yezhov. It is an established fact, also,-that these
agents were the ones behind the kidnapping or murder of such
men as Rein, Berneri, Barbieri, Wolf, Nin, Freund and others.

It is possible that some of these agents, originally under-
lings of Yezhov, are not anxious to return to the mercies of
Beria, his successor. On the other hand, it is just as likely that
many of them are as subservient to Beria as to his predecessor.

Are they being sent to Mexico now in order to make an-
other attempt on Leon Trotsky's life, to succeed where others
have failed, to murder the great revolutionist as they murdered
Ignace Reiss, and Andres Nin, and Navachine and so many

If that is the plan of the G.P.U., as we believe it to be,
then let Stalin's thugs know that we are doubly on the alert.
They will not be allowed to threaten the life of Leon Trotsky

Sharecroppers Dramatize Their Plight In
Sitdown On Missour’’s Tobacco Road

belongings. The 1,500 who camped
on the highways had nothing
more than old, worn and tat-
tered blankets and roadside fires
to protect them from the snow
and the freezing weather. Not a
single regular tent could be found
in all 13 camps. The scanty food
which they had taken with them
from the farms was consumed
before the end of the first day.
The two-score or more children,
some no more than 5 months old,
had to go without milk for sev-
eral days. Children, old folks,
men and women all were deliber-
ately permitted to grow cold and
hungry so that they would sub-
mit to even more wretched con-
ditions of servitude than they ex-
perienced last year.

Promises of Rellef

Governor Stark promised relief
in the form of tents and foods
but found one pretext after an-
other for not supplying it. Tents
could not be given without the
“approval of the army.” The Red
Cross found that they could do

nothing since these homeless,
starving people were not "in
their fleld,” The federal authori-

ties in control of the seven sur-
plus commodity warehouses in
this region refused to recognize
the croppers' committees and in-
gisted that each applicant make
a personal appearance and reply
to a detalled and complicted
questionnaire, It was several
days before they gave meagre
hand-outs to the croppers. The
St. Louis Industrial Union Coun-
cil sent much-needed truck loads
of food on the third day of the
demonstration.’

The morale of the croppers
could not be broken by the ef-
forts of the state and federal au-
thorities and the landowners.
The landowners, who at first
scoffed at reports of the crop-
pers' revolt, were soon painfully
astounded by the response and
organized their reactionary cam-
paign against the movement, At
Charleston yesterday (Thursday)
they adopted a resolution which,
stated “that the government re-
lief and charitable agencies
[should] refrain from encourag-
ing this movement by giving aid
and assistance.” State Senator
James C. McDowell, a local land-
owner, blamed “agitators” for the
“damnable scheme” and called for
an investigation, A similar reso-
lution was adopted on the same
day by a meeting of landowners
in New Madrid,

Whitfield Threatened
Threats of violence against

Owen H. Whitfield, local leader
of the croppers and vice-president
of the Southern Tenants’ Farm-
ers Union, were made by the
planters. He left the field rl.ndi
is now in St. Louis seeking as-,
sistance for the croppers. Today,
when J. R. Butler, president of
the Union sought to advise the
sharecroppers, he was “escorted"
by the state police to the Mis-
souri-Arkansas border. At pres-
ent the croppers are without any
leadership.

The landowners, insurance com-
panies and individuals, however,
prefer that the croppers produce
profits for them while they are
stricken with starvation and dis-
ease by malnutrition and unsani-
tary conditions, The landowners
have received some benefits from
the cotton-reduction plan of the
Roosevelt administration. The
law which provides for & reduc-
tion of cotton-crop acreage and
government-payments neither pro-
vides for the croppers and labor-
ers who are thus thrown out of
work, nor contains a safeguard
against the conversion of crop-
pers to laborers, that is, against
depriving the croppers of their
share of the parity payment.

Press for Action

The evicted croppers here ex-
pected that the federal authori-
ties, witnessing their plight,
would establish rehabilitation pro-
jects for them similar to the one

existing near here, at La Forge.
There, 100 families have been
settled on about 67 acres of land
and a loan of $7,000 each and
have cooperative stores and com-
lsany  cultural life. Plenty of
land is available for such pro-
jects: However, the government
will make no move unless com-
pelled to by the organized efforts
of the labor movement and the
tenants, croppers and day-labor-
ers.

__The trade unions, particularly
Fhe C.J.O, must be aroused in

port of these downtrodden
people. Direct relief must be ex-
tended. The St. Louis Industrial
Union Counecil must be supported
in its relief work. At the same
time the C.I.LO. and Labor's Non-
Partisan League should demand
of Congress immediate appropri-
ations for the relief of the crop-
pers and laborers and the estab-
lishment of cooperative farms for
the 20,000 croppers and laborers
of Southeast Missouri and the

more than 700,000 croppers in the

cotton belt of the South,

THE CAT SNEAKS
OUT OF THE BAG

John T. Flynn, financial com-
mentator for the Scripps-Howard
press chain, in a recent article
uncovered a damning indiectment
of the imperialist designs of the
Wall Street-New Deal government
at the expense of America’s un-
employed millions,

His article first exposes the
fact that up to the close of the
vear only $68,000.000 of the one
h:’!lio,n dollars appropriated by
Congress for the past year for
PWA has been spent. Flynn fur-
ther points out, that WPA funds
during the past year were "pur-
posely kept down with the im-
pression being given that a great
outpouring of Public Works
finds would take the load off the
WPA,

An  enormous campaign of
propaganda was fostered, begin-
ning last June, for several
months. Almost daily announce-
ments were made of new PWA
allocations. Finally, the annotince-
ment was given out that all the
money was allocated and nothing
was left,

In Flynn's words, “The impres-
sion got around that a vast pour-
ing out of public funds into pub-
lic works, instead of WPA, was
o be the administration’s final
hid for recovery,

“But now WPA funds are prac-
lically exhausted and WPA is
still far from being under way.
For 68 million dollars in ' six
months is ony about 11 million
a month, hardly as much as the
Government spends In the most
prosperous periods.” (Our empha-
sis.)

Flynn does not stop short at
this point. His article makes
abundantly clear the reason for
the foisting of this gigantic fraud
on the unemployed,

A Deliberate Move

Says Flynn, in the very next
paragraph, "“Rumors have got
around that PWA funds are be-
ing purposely held back in order
to have them available for mili-
tary construction when Congress
meets. The argument will be
strong that the armament plan
will thus cost very little more
than the funds already provided.”
(Our emphasis.)

Flynn then proceeds to expose
the hypocerisy behind the New
Deal campaign last summer when
the PWA appropriations were
made in favor of more adequate
WPA  appropriations. He asks;

rand answers, “But in the meapn-
time,

what becomes of Govern-
ment expenditures for relief and
work relief? If there is any valid-
ity in the claim that public works
expenditures will produce recov-
ery, then is it not plain that any
plan which tends to divert them
into war expenditures will post-
pone their expenditure and post-
pone recovery?” (Our emphasis.)

F.D.R. and Housing

The workers dwelling in de-
crepit, disease-ridden slums ecan
now reflect on Flynn's further
comment on the government's
low-cost housing program. “Six
years ago the President, when the
first PWA money was appropri-
ated, was urged to go into low
cost housing. This he refused to
do. Here and there a few housing
projects have been built at costs
and at rental rates which put
them completely heyond the reach
of the low income groups.'"

Thus another one of the “lib-
eral” phases of the New Deal
program is exposed for the cheap
demagogic vote-catching stunts it
really is,

Flynn's revelations were pub-
lished December 24, before the
convening of the latest Congres-
sional gab-fest. His analysis,
which has gone completely un-
disputed, called the turn on
Roosevelt's real program as pre-
sented to Congress.

In Roosevelt's proposed budget
for the next flscal period, one
billionn dollars have been lopped
off the previous year's budget for
all forms of unemployed rellef.
One billion dollars have been
added to the previous year's ar-
mament's budget.

Flynn's final sentence confirms
to the letter what the Socialist
Workers Party has always pre-
dicted to be the real program of
the New Deal.

“Now,” says Flynn, ‘“we are
to have battleships instead of
houses."

CHICAGO MASS MEETINGS

C.L.R. JAMES

will speak on:

“THE TWILIGHT OF THE
BRITISH EMPIRE"”

Friday, January 27—8:00 P.JM.
Capitol Bullding
159 N, State St. Adm. 28¢
&
“SOCIALISM
AND THE NEGRO”
Sunday, January 29—3:00 P.M.

Abraham Lincoln Center




