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Roosevelt Heading 
Towards New W ar
Speech in Chicago Heralds U. S. Offensive 

Against Japan in Far-Eastern Crisis
The address on the international situation, 

delivered by President Roosevelt in Chicago on 
October 5th, is the most im portant single declar- 
M uh o f policy ever made by Roosevelt, and 
ranks among the three or four most far-reach­
ing political statements made during the entire 
history of this country. In  the Chicago address, 
the whole world heard the masterful, able, and 
authentic voice of that gigantic colossus, Amer­
ican imperialism.

Mobilizing Public Opinion for W ar

There is only one possible focal sense in which 
to understand the Chicago address: This declar­
ation is the firs t grand-scale step in the mobU- 
iaption of public opinion in  the United States 
fo r the coming war. Beside this mighty 
fact, all debate over details of Roosevelt’s re­
marks, all analysis of particular sentences and 
paragraphs and doctrines, sink into insignifi­
cance. The official mobilization of public opinion, 
the keystone of w ar preparations in the modern 
world, is now, form ally launched.

This does not mean, of course, that war is 
necessarily expected, so fa r as the United States 
is concerned, w ithin the next weeks or months. 
The exact moment of the outbreak is not in 
question. I t  means that the outstanding spokes­
man of United States capitalism, concluding 
from  his analysis of the world crisis that the 
w ar is inevitable, and recognising that the 
United States must necessarily take part in it, 
has charted his firm  and direct qpurse toward 
entry and participation in the manner and on 

„the terms that w ill yield the most fru itfu l re­
sults fo r the American bourgeoisie; that hence­
forth  the governmental policy of the United 
States w ill be wholly subordinated to the war 
préparations.

The further steps w ill follow quickly, and in­
deed a number have already been taken during 
these few days since the delivery of the address. 
On all sides it is recognized that the infantile 
“N eutrality Policy”, so solemnly enacted by the 
sovereign Congress, has been quietly buried. 
The “isolationist” press is being whipped into 
lin e— w ithin two days of the address the New  
Xork Evening Post, which has made “isolation” 
H e  foundation of its editorial policy, announced 
■IB abandonment, and stated in large type that 
the problem now is to implement and carry 
Itoou^h unwaveringly the President’s policy. 
Xhe poor little  .“peace organizations”, only a 
Month ago issuing statements that pretended to 
SM ak fo r the nation’s destiny, are weeping 
plaintively in a social wilderness. A  vast in-' 
Mease in  the armaments budget, ai\d the enact

ment of various industrial and m ilitary mobili­
zation plans, are an obvious certainty at the next 
session of Congress.

Reaching Out for the World

In  its political meaning, Roosevelt’s address 
beings where Secretary B u ll’s declaration to the 
Buenos Aires Conference concluded, and follows 
the same general structure established there by 
the Secretary of State. A t Buenos Aires, Hull 
announced the fact of United States hegemony 
over the entire South America Continent, and 
the determination of the United States to defend 
hegemony against any and all comers. The two 
Americas, Hull made clear the base of opera­
tions from  which the United States reaches out 
toward the rest of the world.

In  his Chicago address, Roosevelt announced 
that the most favorable area fo r United States 
im perialist expansion— and expansion already 
begun on a serious scale— is the F ar East; and 
that the United States is prepared to defend its 
rights of exploitation in the F ar East against 
the challenge of Japan and of any or all other 
powers.

This point of view had already been made ap­
parent in the response of the bourgeois spokes­
men since the outbreak of the war in China. I t  
is, fp r example, in the highest degree instruc­
tive to compare the editorials in the New York 
Times— the most authentic representative of 
American finance-capital— in connection with  
the Chinese events w ith those w ritten on the 
Civil W ar in Spain. The Times did, it is true, 
express from  tim e to tim e distaste over the ac­
tions of Franco, Mussolini, and H itle r in Spain, 
and a certain indignation over Alm ería and 
Guernica. But the tone was kept w ithin careful 
and restrained lim its ; and these comments were 
balanced by editorial attacks on the Loyalists, 
and especially by a balance maintained between 
“pro-Franco” and “pro-Loyalist” correspondents 
in the news columns.

The Masses Are Duped By Lies

Almost daily since the invasion of China 
began there have appeared anti-Japanese edi­
torials, not in the least measured or restrained, 
but, quite on the contrary, of a vigor and even 
violence unprecedented in the Times since the 
days of the last W ar. Japan has been denounced 
as a brigand, outlaw, murderer and pariah. Not 
by accident, then, does the Times greet Roose­
velt’s Chicago address w ith open armed ap­
proval. '

I t  goes without saying that public opinion

could not be mobilized fo r the war through a  
direct and open statement of the im perialist 
aims and issue. The masses of the people wtU 
fight only fo r what they take to be some great 
ideal, some moral imperative to which the sac­
rifice of life  itself w ill seem an act worth while. 
The naked, ruthless, barbaric demands of im­
perialist exploitation— the real aims and real 
issues— are useless and worse than useless fo r 
the rallying of the people. They must be dressed 
up in lies and illusions, illusions that w ill capture 
the conscience an rouse the moral fervor of the 
masses.

To lay out the blueprint of these lies and il­
lusion is the chief purpose of the Chicago Ad­
dress. W ith the terrible cynicism and utter 
moral pervesion which the rotted capitalist order 
impose upon all of its servants, Roosevelt flung 
out the banners around which the masses w ill 
be rallied and summoned.

“Innocent peoples and nations are being cru­
elly sacrificed to a greed for power and supre­
macy which is devoid of all sense of justice and 
humane consideration.... The peace-loving na­
tions must make a concrete effort in opposition 
to those violations of treaties and those ignorings 
of humane instincts.... Those who cherish their 
freedom and recognize and respect the equal 
rights of their neighbors to be free and live in  
peace must work together fo r the trium ph of 
law and moral principles in order that peace, 
justice and confidence may prevail in the world... 
I t  is, therefore, a m atter of vital interest and 
concern to the people of the United States that 
the sanctity of international treaties and the 
maintenance of international morality be res­
tored.... Surely the 90 per cent who want to live 
in peace.... can and must find some way to make 
their w ill prevail.... The moral consciousness of 
the world must recognize^the importance...« of 
putting an end to acts of international aggres­
sion....  There must be positive endeavors to
preserve peace....”

Behind the “Peace” Cry

How pure and noble! W hat beautiful words, 
to die fo r! No word here of American invest­
ments and commerce; no slightest mention of 
the impatient idle capital in  the banks unable 
to find profitable outlet in the home m arket; no 
whisper of the imperative necessity to preserve 
the American competitive positon in the Far 
Easter markets. We are lifted to fa r lo ftier 
ground. From that vantage point we see the 
cruel, greedy enemy, slaughtering and murder­
ing, devoid o f all moral sense. A fit dog to k ill! 
And we, of course, (Continued on page 7)
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Anglo-French A id to 
Spanish Loyalists is a 
Fraud and Delusion

By Felix Morrow
The Anglo-French proposal tha t Ita ly  enter negotiations fo r 

w ithdrawal o f blackshirts troops from  Spain has been answered— 
by sending a crack squadron o f bombing planes including Bruno 
Mussolini among its  aviators; by landing in Cadiz and Algeciras 
4 ? more "volunteers"; by dispatch o f reinforcements to the Libyan 
garrison adjoining B ritish  Egypt; and by the Ita lian  note o f Oc­
tober 9, declined discussions. ® ------------------------------------------------

Democratic Myths
Can one doubt that Downing 

Street and the Quai d’Or say 
knew in advance th a t th is would 
be the answer? Yet the ir note 
m i the occasion fo r hints, nud- 
jp s  and winks to the press, to 
the effect that they were firm ly  
moving to  put an end to Ita ly ’s 
role in  Spain. The American 
press, sw inging into line behind 
Roosevelt's new international 
policy, joined the Anglo-French 
press in  playing up the Anglo- 
French note, thus bulwarking 
fee m yth o f democratic indigna­
tion  against Fascist intervention. 
Loudest hosannas o f praise came 
from  S talin ’s press in Russia 
and elsewhere. Who can believe 
that the S talinists are such fools 
as to have hoped fo r action a t 
th is point by Anglo-French im ­
perialism? But they needed th is 
pap fo r the ir fo llow ing, in  order 
to  ju s tify  S ta lin ’s subordination 
« f a ll considerations to securing 
Anglo-French collaboration in  the 
•O ta war. The Negrin Govern­
ment o f Spain, likewise comm itt­
ed to  faw ning upon Eden and 
Delbos, joined in  passing o ff the 
Anglo-French note as real cur­
rency.

In  a ll likelihood Mussolini’s 
refusal to w ithdraw his troops 
w ill not be countered by decisive 
aid to  loya list Spain from  Eng­
land and French. The French 
People’s Front Government, now 
moving sharply to  the rig h t in  
its  internal policies, may try  to 
soothe the masses by accompany­
ing its  conservative trend w ith  a 
gesture to  Spain, such as form ­
a lly  opening the border. Even 
th is gesture may never come to 
pass, unless a new strike wave 
dislodges the reluctance o f the 
reins o f the Anglo-French bloc 
» -tha t m ust never be forgotten; 
th a t hold on the reins has been 
especially strong since ‘S talin ’s 
purge o f the Red Arm y leader­
ship lost French confidence (such 
as i t  was) in  the Franco-Soviet 
pact.

Little  Aid in Sight
Even i f  the border were form ­

a lly  opened, i t  would provide 
litt le  more aid to Spain. Food­
s tu ffs  and non-m ilitary materials 
am  and have been passing 
through, on the ill-equipped and 
constantly bombed railroad to 
Catalonia. A  s ligh t trick le  o f 
w ar m aterials has also been gett­
ing  'through w ith  government 
densest, but much smaller in 
Amount than the illega l war- 
supplies which have been coming 
through Southern France against 
the resistance o f the government. 
L e t us recall th a t th is under­
ground stream—including arsenal 
workers ra id ing stores o f machine 
¡puts and lig h t a rtille ry , mecha­
nics and aviators boldly stealing 
o ff w ith  planes from  m ilita ry  
a irports —  reached its  highest 
point in  December, when the 
French government was most 
firm ly  set on the non-intervention 
course. The strangling o f the

French revolution, a fte r the re­
volutionary strike wave o f last 
year, by the class collaboration 
policies o f the Communist and 
Socalists, has also weakened th is 
source o f aid to the loyalists I t  
is unfortunately certain that the 
form al gesture o f opening up the 
border to ordinary commerce w ill 
not be followed by shipments of 
armaments sufficient to defeat 
Franco.

Why? Because the Spanish 
question is but one factor in 
the conflict o f interests bet­
ween the im perialist powers 
and w ill not be “ settled", i f  
the im perialists o f both camps 
have the ir way, u n til they 
come to  the point of a general 
settlement o f a ll questions, i.e., 
the im perialist war.

Break-up of Status Quo

Italo-German im perialism  em­
barked on aid to Franco as but 
one o f many moves designed to 
break up the European status 

quo in  which Ita lian  and German 
capitalism  were strangling. Ger­
man capitalism  (handicapped in 
the world m arket by the chains 
o f Versailles) and Ita lia n  capi­
ta lism  (weakly industrialized, a 
poor relation a t the carving up 
o f the world a t Versailles) had 
tem porarily “ solved” th e ir prob­
lems by fascist destruction o f 
wage levels and social services. 
Fascism, however, had done little  
more than enable - them to  pre­
pare the armed forces required 
to make inroads on the broad 
economic domains o f Anglo- 
French imperialism . Eventually 
the ir inroads must lead to war 
and a ll its.dangers o f defeat and 
revolution. But the only other 
alternative is an even more cer­
ta in  one: internal collapse and 
revolution. Germany marched to 
the Rhine, sought penetration in  
A ustria, Hungary, the Balkqns, 
Czechoslovakia. Ita ly  sought ex­
pansion in  Ethiopia and the Near 
East, spheres o f influence in  the 
Balkans. The Spanish c iv il war 
provided another area o f penetra­
tion  through support o f Franco. 
Formal recognition o f the Burgos 
regime irrevocably tied Ita ly  and 
Germany to the fa te  o f Franco.

Why sh o u ld lta ly  retreat from  
Spain under Anglo-iFrench diplo­
matic pressure, any more than 
Mussolini desisted in  Ethiopia 
even when economic sanctions 
were decreed against him? (Had 
sanctions been effective, i.e., had 
they threatened Ita ly  w ith  eco­
nomic collapse,' Ita ly  would have 
gone to w ar to break the eco­
nomic blockade. Sanctions are 
‘peaceful” only when ineffect­
ive.) I f  Anglo-French imperialism  
were to grant Mussolini b ig eco­
nomic concessions—loans, colo­
nies, markets, special access to  
raw  m aterials—it  is theoretically 
conceivable that in  exchange 
Ita ly  would w ithdraw support 
from  Franco. But Anglo-French 
im perialism —look a t the franc! 
—is in  no position to buy o ff 
Mussolini, despite the spoils o f 
Versailles, fo r capitalism  as a

S ------------------------------------ ■---------------------------------------------

whole is declining. W ithout tan­
gible rewards and the prestige 
accruing from  them, Mussolini 
could not w ithdraw from  Spain 
w ithout dealing a fa ta l blow to 
the illusion o f omnipotence he 
has b u ilt up a t home, ' and on 
which his regime rests. Musso­
lin i w ill not, cannot w ithdraw , 
except a fte r a crushing m ilita ry  
defeat, i.e., war. I f  through Eng­
land, France or S talin, the loyal­
ists increase the ir armament, 
Mussolini w ill increase Franco’s 
armament to save him from  de­
feat. Such increase to either side, 
u n til the point where outside aid 
is thus qua lita tively transformed 
in to  active, large-scale participa­
tion may, in  fact, be the way the 
world war w ill start.

Struggle Inevitable
For the present, Anglo-French 

im perialists hold back from  the 
war, although they must even­
tu a lly  fig h t to  hold what they 
have. U n til that moment, they 
avoid decisive showdowns, in 
Spain as elsewhere. They have 
perm itted a trick le  o f aid to  the 
loyalists from  the Soviet Union 
because they do not want a vic­
to ry  fo r Franco, a t least as long 
as he does not double-cross his 
allies....

Equally, however, they do not 
want a v icto ry fo r the loyalists. 
F irs t, because vic to ry fo r the an ti­
fascists any tim e before the 
crushing o f the Catalonian pro­
le ta ria t in  May would have re­
sulted in  the victorious workers 
going on to  the social revolution. 
As a m atter o f fac t, even now, 
five months a fte r the May defeat 
o f the workers, a fte r five months 
o f Negrin’s systematic curbing 
o f the. workers, im portant sec­
tions o f the Englo-French ru ling  
class s till doubt th a t a loya list 
victory would not be followed by 
social revolution in  spite o f a ll 
the bourgeois-Stalinist bloc have 
done. Second, an imm inent loyal­
is t v icto ry would be such a blow 
to  Mussolini’s prestige that he 
would plunge into w ar by sending 
rea lly  complete expeditionary 
forces into Spain and bo ttling  up 
the Mediterranean w ith  his a ir 
and navy forces.

The only tim e the Anglo-French 
bloc made a serious move in  the 
Spanish situation was to  safe­
guard the “ life -lin e  o f empire” 
through the Mediterranean, by 
the Nyon pact; but th a t was only 
fo rtu itously  part o f the Spanish 
situation. Short o f an open inva­
sion o f Spain on an im peria list 
scale o f warfare, o r a systematic 
blockade o f the Mediterranean, 
Anglo-Frecnch im perialism  w ill 
not stop Mussolini’s aid to Fran­
co. *

B ritain in Bilbao

Circumstances beyond our control forced us to sta rt our cam-
paign late, yet the revolutionary socialist campaign is rap id ly gain­
ing momentum. Our campaign got o ff to a good s ta rt at the ra ti­
fication meeting held on October 10. Our campaign platform  and 
pamphlet w ill soon be out. Section campaign meetings are being 
planned to cover the neighborhoods. Special leaflets appealing to
unemployed and trade union 
workers w ill soon be out. The 
fina l wind-up ra lly  o f the cam­
paign w ill be held on October 31.

***
When the Workers Alliance 

decided to demonstrate on Oc­
tober 16th against WPA lay-offs 
and re lie f cuts, at the Central 
Relief Office instead o f at C ity 
H all, the S talin ist leadership ex­
plained tha t the form er place had 
been chosen so as not to "em­
barrass” the Mayor whom the 
W1AA has endorsed. The Progres­
sive Group in  the W AA, howe­
ver, raised hell on the question 
and forced a change in  the scene 
o f the demonstration to C ity Hall. 
Won’t  the Mayor be embarrass­
ed!

*  •  *

And speaking o f embarrassment 
—those anti-Fascists who are 
supporting LaGuardia are a t a 
oss to  explain th e ir candidate’s 

insistence upon getting a ll pro- 
LaGuardia forces, behind George 
U. Harvey, Boro R esident of 
Queens and New Tfork anti­
fasc is ts ’ public enemy' number 
one. The Fusion Party balked a t 
supporting Harvey and put up 
its  own candidate, Ambrose V. 
Acker, against him. But LaGuar­
dia put on the screws and Acker 
w ithdrew at the last moment, 
b itte rly  denouncing LaGuardia 
fo r pushing Harvey. The ALP 
also refused to  support Harvey, 
but strangely enough, put up no 
candidate against him. That 
leaves the field clear fo r "H itle r 
Harvey” .

*  •  *

When the National Executive 
Committee o f the S. P. endorsed 
Altm an’s line on LaGuardia, i t  
tried  to  placate the C larityites 
■by a fu rthe r ru ling  that, w ith  the 
exception o f LaGuardia, Local 
NY was not to support in  any 
way candidates who run on ca­
p ita lis t party tickets. Now A lt­
man has violated even th is  deci­
sion by having the SP candidate 
fo r Boro President o f the Bronx 
w ithdrew and endorsing the ALP 
candidate, Nagler, who is also 
running on the ticke t o f Fusion 
Party, the most capita list o f ca­
p ita lis t parties in New York.

*  •  *

Last week Tammany H all put 
the Mayor on the spot by having 
the Board o f Aldermen override 
the Mayor’s veto o f the cut in the 
water tax. F iorello almost threw 
a f it  and shouted tha t he refused 
to make up the difference in the 
budget by cutting re lie f. That’s 
what he says now. But ju s t w ait

t i l l  a fte r Election Day. O f course 
the Mayor could easily solve the 
problem by taxing the swollen 
profits o f the u tility  corporations 
—but maybe his W all Street 
backers wouldn’t  like it.

•  *  *

The CP is also having its  
troubles. The Democrats pulled 
a fast one by m anufacturing an 
Anti-Communist Party which 
filed as an independent .party  
fo r Mahoney. The CP protested 
vigorously. And why not? When 
it  comes to anti-Conimunism, the 
CP wants no amateurs in the 
field.

♦ * *

In  a radio speech under ALP 
auspices, LaGuardia said, " I  re­
fuse to take any orders from  any 
politica l bosses.” Now when the 
ALP, a fte r Election Day, comes 
to C ity H a ll and pleads, "Please, 
F iorello, te ll the police to stop 
beating up our p ickets," LaGuar- 
dia w ill be able to pass out cards 
w ith  the above quotation on it.

*  *  •

Norman Thomas was quoted in 
the. press last week as urging 
the defeat o f Tammany H all. W ill 
some b righ t C la rity ite  please te ll 
the class what Thomas said last 
year about the CP’s slogan, "De­
feat Landon” ?

* * •

The Stalinist-controlled WPA 
Teachers’ Union held a "sympo­
sium " on the campaign last week. 
There were fou r speakers—a ll 
fo r LaGuardia! The SP speaker, 
S. John Block, came out openly 
fo r LaGuardia. In  response to a 
question from  the flo o r he re­
vealed tha t he didn’t  know that 
a sp lit had taken place in the SP?

* * •
The “ peepul” o f NY should be 

getting ready fo r a big sell-out 
a fte r Election Day. Neither m ajor 
party has thus fa r said .a w ord ' 
about trans it unification although 
i t  is one o f the most im portant 
municipal issues. According to the 
attorney fo r the Manhattan E l, 
both parties are agreed upon a 
modification o f the now infamous 
Seabury-Berle plan which was 
rejected some tim e ago and which 
provided tha t the C ity buy the 
BMT and IR T lines a t such a 
monstrous price as to necessitate 
an increase in  the fare. Incident­
a lly , both Seabury and Berle are 
100 per cent behind LaGuardia.

Meanwhile, B ritish  interests 
have arranged w ith  Burgos fo r 
exploiting the British-owned B il­
bao region (the ir chief invest­
ment in Spain). The sudden col­
lapse o f the Basque defenses 
came a fte r B ritish  banks had ex­
tended to Burgos, via Dutch con­
nections, a credit o f nearly ninety 
m illion pounds, to be secured by 
products from  the Bilbao region. 
This fact was revealed by the 
authoritative Frederick T. B ir- 
chall in  the New York Times of 
August 16.

F ifteen months o f the w ar have 
conclusively proven what we said

a t the outset: the “ great demo­
cracies” w ill give no decisive aid 
to the anti-fascist struggle. The 
man-power and resources o f the 
Spanish people w ill be added to 
from  the outside only by inde­
pendent aid from  the interna­
tional w orking class. But the 
Second and Third .-Internationals 
bend a ll the ir energies only to 
getting “ th e ir” capita list govern­
ments to aid. I f  the energies o f 
the Spanish masses last that 
long, the “ great democracies” 
w ill u tilize  them as a “ little  
Belgium ” when the im perialist 
war fina lly break? out.

f  1 "  N

Friday—Oct. 15th a t 9 P. M.
“Staiinized Russia:

w ill be discussed by
D r. S. D. Schmalhausen
B rillia n t and Dynamic Lecturer 

Questions &  Discussion 
Admission 50 cents

The Thomas Paine 
Society

88 Seventh Avenue South
Greenwich V illage — N. Y. C. 

(7th Avenue Subway 
to  Christopher St.)o 

Send fo r Fu ll Free Programs 
■----------------------------------- —  —

Ratification Meet Starts 
N. Y. Mayoralty Drive of 
Left Socialists for Cannon



October 16, 1937 SO CIALIST A PPEA L 3

The Beginning of the End
‘Stalin W ill Depart from the Scene Laden with A ll the Crimes Which He Has Committed—Not Only as the

Grave-Digger of the Revolution but as the Most Sinister Figure
in the History of Mankind”

>By LEO N TROTSKY 
The bureaucracy has become 

the instrum ent fo r undermining, 
demoralizing and degrading the 
country in a ll spheres o f social 
and po litica l life . Above a ll is 
th is true in the sphere o f eco­
nomic life . The charges o f sabo­
tage flung  rig h t and le ft have 
thrown the entire adm inistrative 
apparatus into choas. Every ob­
jective d iffic u lty  is interpreted 
as a fa ilu re  on the part o f some 
individual. Every fa ilu re  is iden­
tified , whenever the occasion 
arises, as sabotage. Every pro­
vince and every region has had 
its  own Piatakov shot. The en-

Equally disastrous is the brand 
o f diplom atic work that is being 
accomplished through the appa­
ratus o f the Comintern. England 
and France by themselves would 
never have succeeded in fo isting  
upon revolutionary Spain a bour­
geois counter-revolutionary gov­
ernment o f the type o f Negrin. 
The so-called Communist In te r­
national has become an indispen­
sable transm itting  mechanism to 
the diplomats o f London and 
Paris. In  the struggle to  w in  the 
.confidence o f the French and 
B ritish  bourgeoisie S talin ’s chief 
concern throughout has been to 
prevent the Spanish workers from 
taking the path o f the socialist 
revolution. The aid given by 
Moscow to the "People’s F ron t" 
government - was always condi­
tioned upon the demand o f more 
p tringent measures against the 
revolutionists. As was to be ex­
pected, the struggle against the 
workers and peasants behind the 
lines invariably led to defeats at 
the fron t. The Moscow clique is

gineers in  the planning ins titu ­
tions, the directors o f trusts and 
factories, the master-workers are 
a ll in  m orta l fear. No one wants 
to assume responsibility. Every­
body is a fra id  to  show any in i­
tia tive . A t the same tim e one 
runs the risk  o f facing the firin g  
squad fo r a lack o f in itia tive . 
The intensification o f despotism 
leads to  anarchy. A  democratic 
regime is as indispensable to 
Soviet economy as is the good 
qua lity o f raw m aterials or lu ­
bricants. The S talin ist system of 
management is nothing else but 
a universal sabotage o f economy.

as impotent against Franco as it  
is against the Mikado. And just 
as S talin requires scapegoats fo r 
his own sins in domestic policy, 
so too in Spain the defeats en­
gendered by the reactionary pol­
icies have compelled him  to seek 
salvation in  the destruction o f 
the revolutionary vanguard.

The methods o f amalgam and 
frame-up, developed in  Moscow, 
are transferred fu ll-grow n to the 
soil o f Barcelona and Madrid. 
The leaders o f the POUM who 
could only be accused o f oppor­
tunism  and lack o f resoluteness 
toward S talin ist reaction were 
suddenly proclaimed to  be "T ro ts­
ky ists" and, consequently, allies 
o f Fascism. G.P.U. agents in 
Spain “ discovered" letters w ritten  
in invisible ink by themselves 
which established the ties o f the 
Barcelona revolutionists w i t h  
Franco in accordance w ith  a ll the 
rules o f the Moscow fram e-up. 
For the execution o f the gory 
directives there is no lack o f 

'scoundrels. The form er revolu­

tio n is t Antonov-Ovseyenko, who 
recanted his Oppositional sins in 
1927 and who was in  m ortal fear 
in  1936 lest be fa ll into the pris­
oner’s dock, announced in  Pravda 
his complete readiness to strangle 
“ T rotskyists” w ith  his own hands. 
This individual was prom ptly 
dispatched in  the guise o f a 
consul to  Barcelona, w ith  precise 
instructions as to  whom to 
strangle. The arrest o f N in on 
a patently frame-up charge, his 
being kidnapped from  ja il and 
his being secretly murdered are 
the handiwork o f Antonov-Ov­

seyenko. But the in itia tive , o f 
course, does not come from  him . 
Im portant business o f th is sort 
is never undertaken except upon 
d irect instructions from  the “ Gen­
era l Secretary" him self.

Amalgams on European soil 
are needed by S talin not only to 
d istract attention from  his own 
u tte rly  reactionary international 
policy but also to  reinforce the 
over-crude amalgams on Soviet 
soil. The m utilated corpse of 
N in is intended to  serve as a 
proof—of Piatakov’s flig h t to 
Oslo. The m atter is not confined 
to Spain alone. Preparations 
have long been on the way in  a 
number o f other countries. In

In  the harshest codices o f man­
kind no suitable punishment can 
■be found fo r the ru ling  Moscow 
clique and, above a ll, the man 
who heads it. I f ,  notw ithstand­
ing th is, we more than once rais­
ed in  our addresses to the Soviet 
Youth a voice o f warning against 
individual terrorism  whish re ­
vives so easily on Russia soil 
soaked as i t  is w ith  a rb itra ry  
ru le  and violence, i t  was not fo r 
moral but po litica l considerations. 
Acts o f despair a lte r nothing in

Czechoslovak^^, a German emi­
gre, an old and impeccable revo­
lu tion is t, Anton Grylewicz, was 
arrested on the suspicion of— 
connections w ith  the Gestapo. 
The accusation was doubtless 
manufactured by the G.P.U. and 
supplied in  readywmade form  to 
the obliging Czech police. Genuine 
and alleged Trotskyites are being 
subjected to  persecution especi­
a lly  in those countries which have 
had the m isfortune to  become 
dependent upon Moscow: Spain 
and Czechoslovakia. But tha t is 
only the beginning. By u tiliz ing  
internatonal complications, and 
the hirelings o f the Comintern, 
who are ready fo r anything, and 
last but not least, the resources 
o f the expanding gold industry, 
S talin hopes to a tta in  the appli­
cation o f identical methods to 
other countries. Reaction every­
where is not averse to getting 
rid  o f revolutionists, especially i f  
the work o f frame-ups and mur­
ders is taken upon itse lf from  be­
hind a corner by a foreign “ revo­
lu tionary” government, which 
operates w ith  the aid o f domestic 
“ friends" who receive the ir pay 
from  the self-same foreign bud­
get.

the system itse lf but merely 
fa c ilita te  fo r the u s u r p e r s  
bloody reprisals against the ir ad­
versaries. Even from  the stand­
point o f “ vengeance", te rro ris t 
blows cannot o ffe r satisfaction. 
What is the doom o f a dozen 
high bureaucrats compared to the 
number and scope o f the crimes 
committed by the bureaucracy? 
The task is to s trip  the crim inals 
naked before the consciousness 
o f mankind and to cast them 
into the garbage heap o f history.

I t  is impossible to reconcile one­
self to  less.

To be sure, the Soviet bureau­
cracy like  that o f the Nazis 
hopes to rule fo r a thousand 
years. They are convinced th a t 
i f  regimes fa ll i t  is only because 
sufficiently resolute measures o f 
repression have not been applied. 
The secret is simple: I f  every 
c ritica l head is lopped o ff in  tim e, 
i t  is possible to  perpetuate one’s 
rule. During a certain period in  
which the Soviet bureaucracy 
was fu lfillin g  a re la tive ly pro­
gressive role—in  great measure 
a role th a t the bureaucracy o f 
capitalism  had performed in  
Western Europe in  its  day—dizzy 
successes fe ll to  Stalin’s lot. B ut 
th is period proved to  be ve ry 
b rie f. Just a t the moment when 
S talin had become . completely 
imbued w ith  the conviction th a t 
his “ method” guaranteed victory 
over a ll obstacles, the Soviet 
bureaucracy exhausted its  mis­
sion and began to corrode even 
in  its  very firs t generation. This 
is precisely the source whence 
flow  the most recent accusations 
and tria ls  which to the average 
philistine appear to  have fa llen  
from  the clouds.

Stronger or Weaker?
Did S talin reinforce or weaken 

his rule by the bloody purge? 
The answer given by the world 
press on th is point was two-fold 
and equivocal. The immediate 
reaction to  the Moscow fram e- 
ups was such as to suggest a l­
most to  everybody the conclusion 
that a regime constrained to  re­
sort to such machinations cannot 
be long-lived. But presently the 
more conservative press, whose 
sympathies are always assured 
to  the ru ling  Soviet caste in its  
struggle against the revolution, 
made a turn-about-face. Stalin 
had completely crushed the Op­
position, had revamped the G. 
P .U ., elim inated the refractory 
generals, and during a ll th is the 
people had remained quiescent. 
C learly, therefore, he had re in ­
forced his rule. A t firs t glance 
each o f these two evaluations ap­
pears equally convincing. But 
only a t firs t glance.

The social and politica l mean­
ing o f the purge is clear: The 
ru ling  stratum  is ejecting from  
its  m idst a ll those who remind i t  
o f its  revolutionary past, the 
principles o f socialism, libe rty, 
equality, fra te rn ity  and the un­
solved tasks o f the world revo­
lution. The bestia lity o f the re­
pressions testifies to the hatred 
which the privileged caste bears 
to the revolutionists. In  th is sense 
the purge increases the homoge­
neity o f the ru ling  stratum  and 
seems to reinforce S talin ’s posi­
tion.

Bureaucracy Hated
But th is reinforcement is es­

sentially spurious in  nature. 
Stalin him self, come what may, 
is a product o f the revolution. 
His closest clique, the so-called 
Political Bureau, consists of in­
dividuals who are quite insignifi­
cant; but the m ajqrity  of them 
are connected by th e ir past w ith  
Bolshevism. The Soviet aristoc­
racy which has so successfully 
used the Stalin clique to make 
short s h rift o f the revolutionists 
cherishes no sympathy or re­
spect fo r the present leaders. I t  
desires to be completely free from  
a ll the constraints « f Bolshevism, 
even in the mangled form  which 

(Continued on page 6)

Dictatorship of Ignorance and Lies Poisons 
Spiritual Life of People

The situation in  the sphere of 
culture is, i f  tha t is conceivable, 
even worse. The dictatorship o f 
ignorance and lies stifles and 
poisons the sp iritua l life  o f 170,- 
000,000 people. The latest tria ls  
and the purge as a whole, which 
is u tte rly  dishonest both in its  
aims and methods, have com­
pletely intrenched the hegemony 
o f slander, vileness, denunciation 
and cowardice. The Soviet school 
cripples a child no less gravely 
than the Catholic seminary from  
which the Soviet school d iffe rs 
only in tha t i t  is less stable. 
Scholars, educators, w riters and 
a rtis ts  who show the slightest 
signs o f independence or talent 
have been terrorized, hounded, 
«created, - exiled, i f  not shot. A ll 
along the line the incompetent 
scoundrel trium phs. pre­
scribes the itine ra ry to science 
and dictates to a rt the laws of 
creativeness. The s tiflin g  stench 
o f putrefaction is wafted from  
the Soviet press.

Is there anything more dis­
graceful than the indifference of 
the bureaucracy to the interna­
tional prestige o f the country? 
The representatives o f the in te r­
national big bourgeoisie and the 
m ilita ry  sta ffs o f a ll countries 
make a much more lucid account­
ing of the Moscow frame-ups 
and o f the seamy side o f the 
purge than do many labor organ­
izations that are duped by the ir 
leaders. What must be the a tti­
tude o f the capita list augurs to­
ward a "socia list" government 
which stoops to such base adven­
tures? Berlin and Tokyo, a t any

rate, could not but have known 
tha t the charges against the 
Trotskyists and the Red Generals 
o f betraying the state in the in ­
terests o f German and Japanese 
m ilita rism  are sheer twaddle. We 
need not, natura lly, nurse anl i l ­
lusions about the m orality o f the 
Japanese, the German or any 
other government. I t  is, a fte r 
a ll, a question not o f a competi­
tion  in the observance o f the ten 
commandments but o f an ap­
praisal o f the s ta b ility  o f the 
Soviet regime. The Moscow gov­
ernment came out completely dis­
credited from  the tria ls  i t  had 
organized. Its  enemies, as well as 
its  possible allies have a fa r 
lower estimate o f its  strength 
and authority than they did p rior 
to  the latest purge, This ap­
praisal becomes, in its  tu rn , one 
o f the most im portant factors 
in international regroupings. 
Meanwhile, the government of 
the USSR has been retreating 
step by step before its  weakest 
adversary, Japan. The boastful 
articles and speeches which ac­
company these capitulations w ill 
fool nobody. The Moscow o li­
garchy is waging internal warfare 
and is therefore incapable o f ex­
ternal resistance. The surrender 
o f the Am ur Islands has comple­
te ly untied the hands o f Japan 
w ith  respect to China. I t  is quite 
probable tha t L itv inov was in ­
structed in  advance to te ll the 
Japanese diplomats: “ You can do 
whatever you please w ith  China 
but don’t  touch us. We w ill not 
meddle." The ru ling  clique has 
no concern fo r anything except 

its  own self-preservation.

The Communist International Supports the 
Counter-Revolution in Spain

Stalinism the Scourge of the Soviet Union and 
Leprosy of Labor  Movement

Stalinism  has become the 
jcourge o f the Soviet Union and 
the leprosy o f the world labor 
movement. In  the domain o f 
ideas Stalinism  is a cipher. But 
by way o f compensation i t  dis­
poses o f a colossal apparatus 
which exploits the dynamics of 
the greatest revolution in history 
and the trad itions o f its  heroism 
and its  conquering sp irit. From 
the creative role o f revolutionary 
violence in  a given historical 
period, S talin, w ith  his congenital 
em pirical narrowness, has de­
duced the omnipotence o f violence 
in  general. Im perceptibly fo r 
him self he has passed from  the 
revolutionary violence of the 
to ile rs against the exploiters to 
counter - revolutionary violence 
against the to ilers. Under old 
names and form ulas the work o f 
liqu idating the October revolution 
is thus being consummated.

No one, not excluding H itle r, 
has dealt socialism .such deadly 
blows as Stalin. This is hardly 
astonishing since H itle r has a t­
tacked the w orking class organ­
izations from  w ithout, while 
S talin does it  from  w ith in . H itle r 
assaults Marxism. S talin not only 
assaults but prostitutes it. Not 
a single principle has remained 
unpolluted, not a single idea un­
sullied. The very names o f so­
cialism  and communism have 
been crue lly compromised, from  
the day when uncontrolled police­
men making th e ir livelihood by 
a “ communist" passport, gave the 
name socialism to the ir police

regime. Revolting profanation! 
The barracks o f the G.P.U. are 
not the ideal fo r which the work­
ing class is struggling. Social­
ism signifies a pure and lim pid 
social system which is accommo­
dated to the self-government of 
the toilers. S talin ’s regime is 
based on a conspiracy o f the ru l­
ers against the ruled. Socialism 
implies an uninterrupted growth 
o f universal equality. Stalin has 
erected a system o f revolting 
privileges. Socialism has as its 
goal the all-sided flow ering of 
individual personality. When and 
where has man’s personality been 
so degraded as in the U. S. S. R. ? 
Socialism would have no value 
apart from  the unselfish, honest 
and humane relations between 
human beings. The Stalin regime 
has permeated social and per­
sonal relationships w ith  lies, 
careerism and treachery. I t  is 
not Stalin, o f course, who de­
termines the road taken by his­
tory. We possess the knowledge 
o f the objective causes which 
prepared the path fo r reaction 
in the U .S .S .R . But i t  is no 
accident tha t Stalin rode on the 
crest o f the Thermidorian wave. 
He was able to invest the greedy 
appetites o f the new caste w ith  
th e ir most vicious expression. 
S talin does not bear any respon­
s ib ility  fo r history. But he does 
bear responsibility fo r him self 
and fo r his role in history. I t  is 
a crim inal role. I t  is so crim inal 
th a t revulsion is m ultiplied by 
horror.

Terroristic Acts of Despair A lter Nothing in the 
Stalinist System Itself
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The A. F . of L. Convention

Three outstanding conclusions may be drawn 
from  a prelim inary view of the firs t week’s ses­
sions o f the A. F. o f L. Convention.

F irs t: The events o f the last year, natieaal and 
international, have brought not the slightest 
change in the b itte rly  reactionary policies o f the 
A . F. of L . officialdom. The hardened class col- 
laborationism of the firm ly  in*wenched bureaucrats 
expresses its e lf quite openb and brazenly in  the 
Convention speeches, w ith  the ir appeals fo r “ em­
ployer cooperation” and th e ir protestations o f the 
“ responsibility” and “ respectability” o f A. F . o f 
L . unions. The key questions o f the Convention 
are being settled in  the classic bureaucratic 
manner: w ith  the central aim o f protecting and 
securing the position and privileges o f the bureau- 
^ .e y  itse lf.

cond: In  spite, however, o f th is thoroughly 
.«actionary class-collaborationism, the social posi­
tion  o f the bureaucrats, which depends upon the ir 
keeping together and loyal to  them a movement 
o f organized workers, compels them to  take cer­
ta in  steps and put forw ard certain ideas which 
are in the interests o f the workers. For example, 
the criticism  o f thè recent tendencies o f the labor 
movement to re ly more and more upon govern­
ment boards and "government interference", 
though motivated p rim a rily  fo r the A . F . o f L . 
officials by h ostility  to the C .I.O . and jealousy 
a t the C .I.O ’s comparative success in getting the 
ear of the government agencies, nevertheless con­
tains much that is sound. Several o f the speeches 
a t Denver, whatever may have caused them, 
pointed out quite correctly the grave dangers to 
the independent strength o f the labor movement 
which result from  over-reliance upon the govern­
ment.

I t  should never be forgotten that, however reac­
tionary the A . F . o f L . bureaucracts may be, 
they are professional trade unionists; and thus, 
in  the ir own way, must guard and defend the 
trade unions which they lead. However unsatis­
factory their way may be from  a revolutionary 
point o f view, however fa ta l in the long run, it  is 
nevertheless preferable from  a trade union stand­
point to the policies o f those who, like the Stalin­
ists, u tilize  the trade union movement merely and 
only as a weapon in  th e ir own reactionary political 
schemes, and who are fo r that reason completely 
irresponsible toward the basic interests of the 
trade union itse lf.

T h ird : Lastly, the Denver Convention makes 
clear that the A. F . o f L . is not dead, nor even 
dying. For good or fo r ill,  the A . F . o f L . s till 
lives, and is stronger th is year than last. The 
belief o f those who thought that the day of the 
Federation was ended, that the C. I. O. movement 
would sweep it  aside and leave only a p itifu l frag ­
ment at most, is proved by experience to be un­
founded. More than 3,000,000 workers are en­
rolled in the Federation, and fo r the most part its  
unions are more firm ly  and solid ly organized than 
many of those o f the C. I .  O. Since the fa ilu re  
o f the L ittle  Steel strikes this Spring, just p rior 
to  which the A . F . o f L . reached its  lowest 
comparative point w ith  reference to the C. I .  O .. 
the balance has undoubtedly been swinging back 
somewhat in favor o f the A . F . o f L .

I f  we ask why it  is that the C. I .  O ., which 
unquestionably represents a movement historically 
more progressive than the A . F . o f L ., at least 
in  its policies o f industrial unionism and organiza­
tion of the mass industries, fa iled in this firs t 
test to take over complete hegemony of the Am­
erican labor movement and to sweep aside the A . 
F .  o f L. proper, there are a number o f factors 
which must be taken into account in the answer:

The most basic consideration is doubtless the 
fa c t tha t the present stage o f the development o f 
American economy s till leaves an economic founda­
tion fn r obsplete craft organization. The ''ra tion ­
alization'' o f many forms of economic life  has not 
yet leached a point where the policy o f industria l 
unionism is as warm ly welcomed as it is. fo r ex­
ample. in the mass production indus-.rr’

—‘.'«lied on page f

Aragon Front Veteran Tells of 
Sabotage of Anti-Fascist Fight 
By People's Front Government

By H arry  Milton

The D aily W orker o f October. Anarchist and POUM organiza- 
5th carried an article  w ritten  b y ltio n s  the fundamental m ilita ry
Robert M inor, American S talin ist 
a t present acting as a special 
correspondent in  Spain.

He refers to  irre fu tab le  evi­
dence to  prove the connection bet­
ween the "T ro tsky is t” POUM 
and Franco-Hitler-M ussolini and 
how the POUM General, Kopp, 
o f the Lenin Division had brought 
enormous supplies o f arms and 
ammunitions across no man’s land 
to the Fascists, and how the 
POUM officers used to meet reg­
u la rly  w ith  the Fascist General 
S ta ff in  preparation fo r the open­
ing up o f the fro n t simultaneous­
ly  w ith  the attem pt to sieze pos­
session o f Barcelona during the 
May days and tu rn  the c ity  over 
to the F ifth  Column and Musso­
lin i’s marines who were to land 
from  ships ly ing  outside the har­
bor.

When I firs t arrived a t Sietimo, 
the divisional headquarters of 
the POUM army at the Huesca 
fron t, we were kept there more 
than a week w ithout proceeding to 
the fron t. We knew the fro n t lines 
were short o f men and we could 
not understand why we were kept 
in Sietimo. Some hundreds of

policy and strategy were deter­
mined by the M adrid-,Valenc ia 
and Catalonian governments 
whose entire policy was based on 
the destruction o f the m ilitias  
and the creation o f a new army 
organized and controlled by the 
government. Had the order for. a 
general offensive been given on 
the Aragon fro n t i t  would have 
been the Anarchist and POUM 
m ilitias  who would have had to 
ca rry out the operation and i t  
would have been necessary to 
supply these workers’ m ilitias  
w ith  a ll the necessary armaments 
required fo r such an operation. 
The success o f such an offensive 
would have fa llen  to  the Anarchist 
and POUM soldiers and it  
would have been extremely d iffi­
cu lt to  popularize the creation o f 
the new arm y or to ju s tify  the 
liqu idation o f the m ilitias. Most 
im portant o f a ll i t  would have 
aroused a tremendous enthusiasm 
and revolutionary feeling among 
the workers. Rather than risk 
the slightest possibility o f another 
revolutionary wave in  the direc­
tion  o f the social revolution the 
order fo r a general offensive on 
the Aragon fro n t was never 
given.

Not only was such an order 
never given but the workers’ m ili-

PACIFISM AND CHINA
Answer to Journalist Devlin 

By Leon Trotsky

the Spanish volunteers had been tias were crim ina lly short of arms.
w aiting fo r more than two weeks 
and i t  was only a fte r some days 
that. I  learned why we were kept 
in Sietimo.

Deprived of Rifles
We were kept in  Sietimo be­

cause the Division Lenin had no 
rifle s  to give us. Incredible as it  
is the POUM army o f some 9000 
men had absolutely no reserves 
o f arms or ammunition to  arm 
the new recruits. We sim ply had 
to w a it behind the lines u n til 
there were a sufficiently large 
number o f dead, wounded or men 
going on leave before we could 
proceed to  the fron t.

I  got my gun and was attached 
to the Independent Labor Party 
contingent, La Granja sector. I t  
was here that I  leai'ned the ac­
tua l state o f a ffa irs  regarding 
the armaments o f the POUM

When Franco attempted ■ to 
seize the power on Ju ly 19th the 
Azana government was le ft w ith ­
out an arm y or a police force. 
The workers armed themselves 
against the wishes and in  oppo­
sition to the Azana government, 
who were more afra id  o f the re­
volutionary workers than they 
were o f the Fascists and stopped 
them dead in  the ir tracks. They 
organized a new revolutionary 
army, the workenrs’ m ilitias. In 
Catalonia they succeeded in d riv ­
ing the Fascists completely out 
o f Catalonia and h a lf through 
the province o f Aragon to the 
very gates o f Huesca and Sara- 
gosa.

When the Anarchists agreed 
to confine the struggle against 
the Fascists simply to the pre­
servation o f bourgeois democ­
racy, in return fo r the m ilita ry  
aid they got from  the S talin ist 
bureaucracy the Cabatlero govern­
ment inspired by the Spanish 
Stalinists began the systematic 
sabotage o f the Aragon fron t 
which was held by a crushing 
na jo rity o f Anare-: '=ts and POUM 
m ilitias. AlthoUf the admin­
istrative  control . the workers 

| m ilitias were in the hands o f the

Long before the middle o f July 
when the m ilitias were completely 
smashed o r incorporated into the 
regular arm y the government, 
nspired by the S talinists, pursued 
a deliberate, conscious policy of 
sabotage w ith  regards to the 
workers’ m ilitias.

The arm y o f the POUM con­
sisted o f some 9000 men. Several 
thousand o f our men were armed 
w ith  American Winchester rifle s  
o f the type Custer used on the 
Indians. These guns had been sold 
by S talin to the Spanish govern­
ment and given to  the Anarchist 
and POUM m ilitias. They were 
m ilita ry  junk. They had been 
used in  the period o f armed in ­
tervention in  the C iv il W ar in 
Russia and had been taken out 
o f the arm y junkyards and sold 
by S talin. I t  is needless to say 
th a t th is m ilita ry  junk was paid 
fo r in  cash, in  gold and in ad­

vance. The rest o f our men had 
long and short Mausers most of 
which were more than 30 years 
old. We were always short of 
ammunition and what we did have 
was bad. We had no small arms, 
and bayonets were not given us 
u n til late in  A p ril. We had no 
tapks, adequate heavy a rtille ry , 
trench motors or aviation. Our 
machine guns were very few, very 
old and unreliable. W hat we did 
have was a lo t o f men who were 
revolutionists and who were ready 
to  die rather than perm it th e ’ 
fascists to advance.

Minor Lies
Robert M inor is as well aware 

o f these facts as I  am, he knows 
there is no evidence o f any kind 
to prove any connection between 
the POUM which he calls Trots­
ky is t (and which unfortunately 
never adhered to the principles 
o f the Foui'th International) and 
Franco. He knows he lies when 
he refers to Kopp, one o f the 
POUM generals, as being an 
agent o f Franco and of confer­
ences that Kopp was supposed to 
have had w ith  the Fascist general 
s ta ff in no man’s land.

The so-called peace organizations, including the 
working class organizations, do not in the least 
constitute an obstacle to the war. The numerous 
peace conferences, organized m ainly by the Co­
m intern, are purely theatrical enterprises w ithout 
the least effectiveness; in tim e o f war a ll these 
peace leaders, a ll these pious and hum anitarian 
ladies and gentlemen, w ill return to  the ir govern­
ments to support them in  the war as they did in 
1914-1918.

The only po litica l factor which today hinders 
the outbreak o f war is the fear, on the part o f the 
governments, o f the social revolution. H itle r him­
self has said i t  many times. Wfe must draw the 
logical conclusions from  th is : the more revolu­
tionary the working class, the more i t  opposes the 
ru ling  im peria list class, the more are these la tte r 
prevented from  carrying out th e ir designs to make 
a new division o f the world by armed force. .

A t the same tim e we must carefu lly distinguish 
between the im peria list countries and the back­
ward countries, colonial and semi-colonial. The 
attitude o f the working class organizations in and 
towards these two groupings cannot be the same. 
The present war between China and Japan is a 
classic example. I t  is absolutely indisputable that, 
on the part o f Japan, it  is a war o f rapine and 
that, on the part o f China, i t  is a war o f national 
defense. Only conscious or unconscious agents o f 
Japanese im perialism  can put the two countries 
on the same plane.

That is why we can only feel p ity  or hatred fo r 
those who, in the face o f the Sino-Japanese war 
declare that they are opposed to a ll wars, to wars 
altogether. The w ar is already a fact. The work­
ing class movement cannot remain neutral in a 
struggle between those who wish to enslave and 
those who are enslaved. The working class move­
ment in China, Japan and in the entire world must 
oppose w ith  a ll its  strength the Japanese im perial­
is t bandits and support the people o f China and 
the ir army.

No Confidence in Chinese Bourgeoisie
This does not a t a ll suppose a blind confidence 

in the Chinese government and in Chiang-Kai- 
Shek. In  the past, above a ll in 1925-27, the gen­
eral was already dependent upon working class 
organizations in his m ilita ry  struggle against the 
Chinese generals o f the North, agents o f foreign 
imperialism . In  the end, he crushed the working 
•lass organizations by armed 'force in 1927-28. We 
nust learn the lessons from  th is experience which 
•esulted from  the fa ta l policies o f the Comintern, 
n participating in the legitim ate and progressive 
lational w ar against Japanese invasion, the work­
ing class organizations must preserve the ir entire 
po litica l independence o f the Chiang Kai-shek 
government.. The Communist P arty o f China 
again, as in 1924-25, is making violent e ffo rts  to 
tu rn  over the Chinese working-class movement 
po litica lly  to Chiang Kai-shek and the Kuomin- 
tang. I t  is a crime a ll the more horrible because 
it  is being committed fo r the second time.

A t the same tim e, the remedy does not lie in 
the working class organizations declaring them­
selves “ against a ll wars” and fo ld ing the ir arms 
in an attitude o f passive treason, but rather in 
partic ipating in the war, aiding the Chinese people 
m ateria lly and m orally, and simultaneously educa­
tin g  the masses o f peasants and workers in a 
s p irit o f to ta l independence o f the Kuom intang 
and its  government. We do not attack Chiang 
Kai-shek fo r conducting the war. Oh, no. We 
attack him fo r doing it  badly, w ithout sufficient 
energy, w ithout confidence in the people and 
especially in the workers.

A  pacifist who has the same attitude towards' 
China as towards Japan in  th is te rrib le  conflict 
is like  one who would identify a lockout w ith a 
strike. The' working class movement is again-t a 
lockout o f the exploiters and fo r a strike o f the 
expoited. A t the same time, strikes are often led 
by misleaders who are capable o f betraying the 
working class movement during the strike. This 
is no reason fo r workers to refuse to participate in 
the strike but it  is reason fo r m obilizing the work­
ing masses against the defections and the treason 
o f the leadership. I t  often happens that during 
or a fte r a strike the organized masses change 
the ir direction. This can very well happen in 
China. But th is change can be favorable fo r the 
people only i f  the Chinese and international work­
ing class organizations support China against 
Japan.

Sept. 25, 1937.
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Lasser Helps C. P. Drive 
To Undermine Militancy 
Of Unemployed AllianceChinese Bolshevik-Leninist Exposes 

Lies in ‘Daily Worker’ Dispatch
--------------- - B y L i Fu-jen ------------------------ (

The following statement on the latest frame-: 
up against “Chinese Trotskyist agents of Japan”,! 
reported in a Shanghai dispatch to the Daily; 
W orker, is made by comrade L i Fu-jen, member 
of the Executive Committee of the Bolshevik* 
Leninists (Trotskyists) of China. He is of course 
in a position to speak authoritatively on the Stal­
inist frame-up system which is now being ex-| 
tended to China.—Ed.

According to what purports to 
be a, cable dispatch from  Shang­
hai printed in the D aily Worker 
o f October 5, the hand o f S talin’s 
G .P .U ., dripping w ith  the blood 
o f murdered revolutionists in the 
Soviet Union and in Spain, has 
now reached into China.

The dispatch reports the un­
covering o f "a  T ro tsk jiis t plot 
to knife the Chinese defense 
against Japanese im perialism  in 
the back by a putsch in  Kwangsi 
province.” Police, i t  is stated, 
nipped the alleged p lot in the 
bod by arresting “ the entire 
membership o f the local Trotsky­
is t group,” which, in fa m ilia r 
language, is declared to be “ made 
up principally o f bandits and 
other shady elements.”

Frame-Up Apparent
That we are confronted here 

w ith  another G .P .U . frame-up 
is apparent from  the entire text 
o f the D aily W orker story. We 
are told that the Trotskyists 
were headed by Wang Kun-tuh, 
“ who had wormed his way into 
the executive committee o f the 
Kuomintang organization i  n 
Kwangsi during the period o f 
anti-Communist te rro r that swept 
China a fte r 1929.”

No person named Wang-tuh, 
is or ever has been a member 
o f the Communist League of 
China (Bolshevik -Len in is ts). 
Nor has any member of the 
League ever been a member of 
the Kwangsi executive com­
m ittee o f the Kuomintang or 
any other Kuomintang organ. I 
state these facts as one having 
personal knowledge of the 
League’s membership and ac­
tiv ity .

Even more decisive is the fact 
that there is no organization 
o f the Communist League in 
Kwangsi province and there 
never has been.
The S ta lin ist practise o f dub­

bing sundry persons (especially 
its  own agents provocateurs)

"T ro tskyists” is sufficiently w ell- 
known in China and other coun­
tries. I f  “ Wang” exists a t a ll, 
the inquisitors o f the Kuomin­
tang, w ith  the help o f G .P .U . 
agents (fo r the Stalinists and 
the Kuomintang are “ a llied” 
again) w ill doubtless secure from  
him  a “ confession” im plicating 
the Chinese Bolshevik-Leninists 
in a p lo t to sabotage China’s de­
fense against Japan. The meth­
ods o f the G .P .U . are so stereo­
typed as to be easily recogniz­
able.

The supposed Wang, moreover, 
would have had no need to “ worm 
his w ay” into a Kuomintang 
organ in the period between 1929 
and 1937. For it  is admitted even 
by the S talinists that the Kuom­
intang regime at tha t tim e pur­
sued what in  effect was a pro- 
Japanese policy. A pro-Japanese 
p lotter could have joined Kuom­
intang bodies easily and pursued 
openly the Kuomintang’s own 
pro-Japanese policy w ith in  the 
party ranks w ithout any fear of 
evil consequences.

“The Leading News­
paper”

Step by step, the Daily Worker 
reveals the S talinist frame-up, or 
attempted frame-up o f th e  
Chinese revolutionists. "The lead­
ing Shanghai newspaper, Hsin 
Ching Jih  Pao,” i t  declares, “ call­
ed fo r the rooting out o f the 
T rotskyist tra ito rs .”

“ A t a tim e when the entire na­
tion is united in w ar against our 
m ortal foe,” the paper is quoted 
as saying, “ this despicable gang 
of Chinese Trotskyists are taking 
advantage o f the sending o f 
troops to the battlefronts to o r­
ganize a p lot in the rear. Is i t  
not clear a t whose orders these 
Trotskyists perfom the ir deeds... 
In  the name of our country’s 
fu ture , in the interests o f resis­
tance to the aggressor, the T ro t­
skyist spies and tra ito rs  must be 
destroyed. ”

many months there has [ they w ill most assuredly discover 
dignation in  the ranks o f th a t i t ’s a ll a Trotskyite plot

For
been indignation 
the Socialist Party, particu la rly 
among the unemployed, concern­
ing the pro-iStalinist and anti- 
Socialist a ttitude o f David Las­
ser as head o f the Workers A l­
liance o f America. Two -weeks 
before the last meeting o f the 
National Executive Committee, 
the Socialist League o f Local 
New York decided i t  was tim e to 
call a ha lt, and a document out­
lin ing  Lasser’s actions was drawn 
up and presented to  the NEC; in 
addition, Frank Trager in  his 
report as Labor Secretary spent 
a considerable length o f tim e on 
th is same question. But Lasser 
belongs—is a leader—of the A lt- 
man-Thomas faction.

The Socialist P arty has set up 
a committee to  “ investigate” 
David Lasser and weighted it  
down w ith  the burden o f 'M urray 
Baron, who “ was going to be in  
Washington next week anyhow” . 
The committee w ill undoubtedly 
be encouraged by the polite “ tsk, 
tsk ’s o f the more genteel mem­
bers o f the NEC and w ill probab­
ly  bear in  mind th a t sta lw art 
“ d isgraceful!” o f Roy Burt. Then

The firs t fa c t to be noted here 
is tha t u n til the middle o f A p ril 
th is year there was no newspaper 
in  Shanghai known as the Hsin 
Ching Jih  Pao. I f  such an organ 
has since appeared, i t  can be no­
th ing  else but the organ o f the 

ew Popular F ront in  China, tha t 
s, o f the Stalinist-Kuom intang 

coalition. This supposition is 
borne out by the language quoted 
above. No bourgeois newspaper, 
m«eh less a leading bourgeois 
organ, uses the canned language 
o f Stalinism  to castigate the 
"T ro tsky is ts ." The language is 
unmistakable as tha t o f a Stalin- 
st or Stalinist-controlled paper.

I t  may w ell be, however, that 
the Daily W orker story fore­
shadows a frame-up against the 
organization o f the Bolshevik- 
Leninists in  Shanghai.

Just as in  Spain the Bolshevik- 
Leninists have been in  the fore­
fro n t o f the fig h t against fascism, 
o in China the Communist League 

has been the consistent advocate 
o f intransigent struggle against 
Japanese imperialism  fo r China’s 
national liberation. And ju s t as 
in  Spain our comrades are framed 
up by the G .P .U . on charges o f 
“ conspiring w ith  Franco,” so in  
China the Bolshevik-Leninists are 
accused o f being “ agents o f Jap­
anese im perialism .” In  both in ­
stances the S talin ists lie . And 
they know tha t they lie.

The A. F. of L. Convention
(Continued from page 4)

Secondly, and o f very great importance, though 
the C. I.  O. movement is fundam entally the more 
progressive o f the two, the leadership o f the 
C . I . O . is at bottom on a par w ith  the leader­
ship o f the A . F . o f L . in its  devotion to capital­
ism and its general class collaborationism. This 
becomes more openly apparent as the C. I .  0 . 
goes beyond its embryo stage and gets established 
in certain industries: a fact long ago demonstrated 
in Lewis’ own union, and now becoming open in, 
fo r example, the Auto Union. The C. I. 0 . bureauc­
rats are just as quick to make any kind o f shady 
deal w ith  the bosses o r the government boards 
as are the A. F. o f L . bureaucrats.

In addition, there has been an absolute lack o f 
|}ny  kind of democracy in the C. I .  O. organiza­
tion, even a greater lack than in the A. F. o f L .— 
though two years ago that m ight have seemed 
impossible. These two features combine to d is il­
lusion the workers, to make them less confident

that the ir salvation lies w ith  the C. I .  0 ., and to 
uggest to them that the choice between the two 
rganizations is not perhaps o f crucial importance.

Third ly, the C. I .  O. movement has been 
seriously handicapped by the prominence o f the 
S talinists in its  set-up, a factor bound up also 
w ith  Lewis’ general opportunism, an opportunism 
hat often leads to  the irresponsible. The Stalin- 
sts, having on the ir side no sense of responsibility 

whatever toward trade unions, and being interested 
in them solely fo r the sake o f form ing People’s 
Front’s and using them as recruiting bases fo r 
the coming war, necessarily run any union into 
the ground when they get the ir hands on it. The 
deals which have handed the attempted M aritim e 
irganization to the S talinists, which have given 
them such a place in  Steel, in  the white collar 
unions, and many others, combined w ith  the posi­
tions won by the S talinists previously (Furriers, 
etc.), have m ilita ted heavily against the C. I .  0 . 

1 novement as a whole.

plot
against “ our David”.

And they’l l  be righ t. We have 
carried on a consistent campaign 
fo r a m ilita n t class struggle pro­
gram in  the Alliance, fo r democ­
racy in  the organization, fo r So­
c ia lis t action by those who call­
ed themselves Socialists. And 
i t  must be said tha t the rank and 
file  o f the Socialist Party have 
worked w ith  us, despite the op­
position o f Jack Altm an.

When the Unemployment 
Councils, which were S talin ist 
controlled, merged w ith  the 
Workers Alliance, which the So­
cia lis t P arty had b u ilt up, Las­
ser had one o f two paths open 
to  h im : to  go along w ith  the 
Communist Party, since they had 
a more numerous and disciplined 
machine than he had, or step 
into a m inority position and carry 
on the fig h t against them. Lasser 
chose the firs t method, fo r it  
was in th is way tha t he could 
keep his position as national 
chairman.

Lasser Goes The Whole Hog

A t the recent National W ork­
ers Alliance Convention in  M il­
waukee Lasser put him self 
squarely in  the camp of the Com­
m unist Party, supporting the ir 
resolutions and g iving preference 
to  Communist Party members in 
the elections fo r executive board 
members.

The orientation o f th is conven­
tion, incidentally, was to remove 
a ll those m ilita n t elements who 
had been carried over from  the 
m erger. A  desperate attem pt 
was made, and i t  was successful 
thanks to  Lasser’s aid, to bring 
the unemployed completely under 
the domination o f the liberal 
C. P. politicians, to remove a ll 
embarrassing m ilitancy, to des­
tro y  the v ita lity  and political 
consciousness by which alone an 
unemployed movement can grow. 
By presenting a program o f legis­
lative  action as prim ary, and 
mass action only i f  “ absolutely 
necessary” , the C. P., w ith  a ll due 
respect to constituted authority, 
would joockey the unemployed 
into position as a pawn in its  
jigger game of compromise w ith  
Roosevelt.

Sabotage Struggle

The Stalinists a t the convention 
played a very dangerous game, 
one tha t could very easily have 
been exposed had there been 
united socialist action. They came 
here, to a convention o f unem­
ployed workers facing the most 
drastic reduction in  WPA rolls 
yet attempted; to a convention 
which ostensibly had as the main 
point on the agenda a big march 
>n Washington—and deliberately 
set out to sabotage th is prim ary 
point. They were able to post­
pone the march into the distant 
fu tu re , not even setting a tem­
porary date; fin a lly  seeing to it  
a fte r the convention that the 
march took place when Congress 
had already adjourned. Surely 
the Alliance representatives in 
Washington, Herbert Benjamin 
and “ our” David Lasser, know 
enough congressmen by th is time 
to  be informed in advance as to 
when Congress is planning to go 
home.

Revolt in  the Ranks

Among the m ilitan t members 
o f the Alliance, an open revolt 
took place. In  New Jersey, 
where one o f the strongest state 

organizations had been b u ilt up,

and where they had not come 
under the bureaucratic control o f 
the Stalinists, the State Execu­
tive  Board, composed o f a ma­
jo r ity  o f non-party members, 
passed a resolution d isa ffilia ting  
from  the Workers Alliance be­
cause o f its  do-nothing policy and 
its  attem pt to  bring the state 
organization under S talin ist con­
tro l by “ exporting”  leadership to 
them from  the national office.

Lasser knew what was going 
on; he was informed o f every­
th ing  th a t had taken place. He 
knew th a t the Socialists on the 
State Executive Board (Joint 
Spain and others) had voted to 
remain in , had tried  to  convince 
the other members th a t th is was 
the only correct policy fo r the 
present tim e. But David Lasser, 
usually a very slow moving fe l­
low, was immediately galvanized 
into action. A  long and slander­
ous le tte r went out from  the Na­
tional Office, and again i t  found 
its  natural roost in  the columns 
o f the D aily Wlorker. So well had 
Lasser learned the form  and con­
tent o f a D aily W orker editoria l 
s ta ff member tha t the le tter 
needed no more introduction than 
two or three sentences quoted 
d irectly from  the document.

Lasser’s S talin ist Phrases

“ A  small group o f malcontents 
and disi-upters. . .  activated by 
personal or group interests. . .  
attem pting to  stab our movement 
in  the back a t a tim e when we 
are fig h tin g  the battle  o f ten 
m illion  unemployed. The charge 
o f ‘no democracy’ is merely a 
smokescreen to  hide the sp litting  
activities o f those w ho .. .  are 
acting as stooges fo r our ene­
mies. ..  ”  And then he goes on to 
ta lk  about the rig h t to  “ honest” 
differences o f opinion. On th is 
point, i t  is pertinent to  quote 
from  a recent document on the 
New York Workers Alliance s itu ­
ation, signed by Brendan Sexton, 
and, since the CP leadership acts 
identically both on a local and 
national scale, th is should give 
some idea o f the deliberate false­
hoods o f Lasser.

Sexton’s Testimony

“ Power has been concentrated 
in the hands o f top committees, 
which make a ll the im portant 
decisions and convert the mem­
bership into mere pawns to be 
shoved about a t w ill. . .  Special 
taxes are handed down by the 
top committees w ithout adequate 
discussion. . .  D isruptive tactics 
have* been used by the political 
m ajority in N. Y. C. to stack 
locals having a d iffe ren t po litic­
a l tendency in order to  take con­
tro l a w a y ... etc.” And what 
conclusion does th is statement 
draw? “ Such violations o f the 
principles o f democracy and free­
dom from  po litica l domination.» 
constitute the most serious dan­
ger to the existence o f the Work­
ers A lliance by d riv ing  rank and 
file  members away, by preventing 
struggle fo r the basic economic 
needs o f the unemployed, and by 
creating a condition o f disunity 
when it  is v ita lly  im portant to  
work to g e th e r...”

Sexton was rig h t when he said 
tha t in order to be a leader in a 
S talin ist controlled organization 
one has to completely “ sacrifice 
organizational and personal in ­
te g rity .” That is what Lasser 
has done. Needless to say, the 
Thomas-Altman-Tyler faction’s
“ investigation” w ill not unduly 
disturb Lasser and his S talin ist 
bedfellows.

New Stalinist Frame-up 
Hits China ‘Trotskyists’
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Reveals U. S. Interests in China
High Stakes in East Drive 
Toward War With Japan

By Lucifer
In  his Chicago speech, President Roosevelt announced 

■the end of the “isolationist” policy of United States im ­
perialism, as consecrated in the Nentrality Act, and 
embarkation on a course of active intervention in world 
affairs. A subsequent declaration by the State Depart­
m ent , branding Japan as the “aggressor” in the Far
Eastern conflict, set the authoritative seal on the new policy.

Only the publication o f the archives o f the State Department 
w ill reveal the immediate cause fo r th is sudden reversal o f foreign 
policy. For the tim e being, i t  isÇ 
sufficient to note that the im - 

. peria lists o f th is country have 
deemed the tim e ripe to com­
mence playing that role on the 
world arena to which the posi­
tion  o f the United States, as the 
strongest world power, assigns 
them. .

per cent o f the to ta l. American erican im perialism :

A Chauvinist Flood
Roosevelt’s speech has le t loose 

s  flood o f chauvinist propaganda 
designed to  line up the workers 
o f th is country behind the new 
policy o f the Washington govern­
ment, a policy which, in  the f i ­
nal analysis—le t there be no illu ­
sions on th is score!—leads ines­
capably to  war. The govern­
ments o f the “ satiated”  and there­
fore “ peace-loving”  countries 
(Great B rita in  and France) hail 
Roosevelt’s speech as a great 
contribution to “ peace” . But they 
have no illusions as to Washing­
ton’s real aims. S talin ’s govern­
ment in Moscow does likewise, 
and thereby consciously aids in 
deceiving the workers.

In  the ' van o f the flag-wavers 
in  th is country stands the so- 
called Communist Party. “ The 
working class and a ll demo­
cratic-minded and peace loving 
peoples must become active to 
realize effectively and in  life  the 
policy given by President Roose­
ve lt,” Earl Browder declared in 
the Daily W orker on October G. 
Two days later, the same paper 
quoted him as saying, before a 
committee investigating "sub­
versive activities”  in Massachu­
setts: “ A t one time I went to 
ja il because I refused to do just 
that (fig h t fo r “ his”  country.-L) 
That was an im peria list war and 
I  don’t  regret my actions a t that 
time. But now, i f  America was 
forced into war against fascism, 
I  would certa inly take up arms.”

•American im perialism  is in ­
terested in a “ stable”  Europe as 
a guarantee of its  Continental 
investments and trade profits. 
Hence Roosevelt’s reference to 
“ pggressor”  states in general. 
The fascist powers are upsetting 
the apple cart and preventing 
the re-establishment o f the capi­
ta lis t equilibrium  in Europe. But 
the principal target o f the new 
American policy is Japan. Scar­
cely, any attem pt is made to con­
ceal tha t fact. For it  is in  the 
Far East that the interests o f 
American imperialism , both ac­
tual and potential, are being 
most gravely menaced. Japa­
nese domination o f China w ill 
close that country to American 
trade (fo llow ing the example o f 
Manchuria, destroy the value of 
American investments in China, 
and v irtu a lly  end the role o f Am­
erican imperialism  in the Far 
East.

Stimson Spills Beans
Moreover, a Japan economical­

ly  strengthened by conquest o f a 
vast colonial empire in  eastern 
Asia would threaten American 
commercial interests in  Central 
and South America, and ultim ate­
ly  the States o f the Union s itu ­
ated on the Pacific seaboard.

This is recognized by none other 
than Henry L . Stimson, secret­
a ry o f state under Hoover, in a 
le tte r to the New York Times 
on October 7, w ritten  as i f  in  an­
ticipation o f Roosevelt’s Chicago 
speech. Stimson, out o f office, 
can a ffo rd  to  be more direct and 
specific than Cordell H u ll or 
Roosevelt. The la tte r feels it  
necessary to  motivate the new 
foreign policy o f American im ­
perialism  on idealistic or a ltru ­
is tic  grounds. Stimson can speak 
p la in ly in  the interests o f the 
money bags.

“ Japan,”  Stimson wrote, “ can 
...cause immense loss to a ll na­
tions commercially interested in 
China, and fo r a tim e she may 
make herself a stronger m ilita ry  
power than she is a t present, w ith  
the result o f causing great ap­
prehension and danger in  the 
area o f the N orth Pacific. For 
a considerable time, if  Japan is 
able to proceed in her own way, 
there w ill be a great storm cen­
te r in  Northeastern Asia, w ith  
grave possible threats and d is -, 
turbances to us and our own in ­
terests. For our Pacific States, 
already occupy ringside seats at 
th is battle.”

Against this “ danger”  to Am­
erican im perialist interests the 
Washington government is now 
preparing to act, but the action, 
when it  comes, w ill be publicly 
justified  on the most a ltru is tic  
grounds, as im perialist wars are 
always justified . Roosevelt has 
already given the cue to the capi­
ta lis t press. The working youth 
o f America w ill be deceived into 
believing that it  is fig h tin g  to 
aid weak, defenseless nations 
against ravenous aggressors and 
treaty-violators. In  th is work of 
deception the Stalinists, them­
selves the authors of the slogans 
under which the coming im perial­
is t war w ill be fought, are a l­
ready g iving not inconsiderable 
issistance.

U . S. Trade in Far East
W hat are the immediate Far 

Eastern interests o f American 
imperialism  which are to be de­
fended? In  to ta l trade w ith  
China, the United States has 
held the leading place fo r several 
years, outstripping both Great 
B rita in  and Japan. Taking 
China’s imports, American trade 
supremacy is shown in the fig ­
ures fo r January-, A p ril, 1937: 
United States—$76,131,000; Ja­
pan—$70,423,000;' Germany— 
$55,390,000!; Great B ritian — 
$45,191,000. China’s exports to 
the United states in  the same pe­
riod te ll a sim ilar sto ry: United 
States—$103,095,000; Great B ri­
ta in  (including Hongkong)— 
$65,847,000; Japan—$44,9,68,000; 
Germany—$26,004,000.

These figures are revealing 
enough in themselves, yet the ir 
significance is modified some­
what when we consider tha t Am­
erica’s trade w ith  China accounts 
fo r only a tin jj percentage of 
America’s to ta l foreign trade. 
For the years 1930-31 (and the 
proportion has altered very little  
since) it  represented only three

trade w ith  Japan, however, is 
much more considerable. In  1930 
i t  amounted to seven per cent o f 
America’s to ta l foreign trade, or 
more than twice the amount of 
America’s trade w ith  China. 
This proportion, too, has altered 
but little .

These facts go fa r in  explain­
ing the hitherto seemingly con­
trad ictory and obviously vacil­
la ting  and hesitant policy which 
the im peria list governments a t 
Washington have purchased in 
the Far East in recent years. 
In  defiance o f the “ Open Door”  
policy in  China enunciated many 
years ago by Secretary o f State 
John Hay, Japan has been schem­
ing and fighting to make o f a ll 
China her own exclusive preserve 
fo r trade and investments. When 
Japan seized Manchuria in 1931, 
the Hoover adm inistration did 
nothing beyond rea ffirm ing  the 
Hay doctrine. H is successor, 
Roosevelt, continued the policy o f 
w atchful w aiting. In  large part, 
inactiv ity  in  face o f Japan’s con­
tinenta l advance was a simple 
reflection o f the fact th a t the 
principal immediate interests o f 
American imperialism  in  the Far 
East resided w ith  Japan rather 
than w ith  China. But also re­
flected the hope tha t Japan' would 
break her negk in  Manchuria 
w ith  Russia’s help.

1. In  seizing a ll o f China and 
converting i t  into a Japanese 
colony, Japan w ill strike a deadly 
blow a t America’s growing trade 
w ith  th a t country, force Amer­
ican capital enterprises from  the 
scene (as in  Manchuria), and k ill 
a ll possib ility o f fresh invest­
ments in  China.

2. W ith a ll China at its  dis­
posal, Japanese im perialism  w ill 
have tremendous sources o f sup­
p ly o f most o f the v ita l raw ma­
te ria ls which i t  needs (Manchuria 
did not come up to expectations), 
in  addition to a vast monopolized 
m arket in  which to dispose of 
the products o f a greatly expanded 
industry. Japan w ill become v ir ­
tu a lly  independent o f American 
trade.

Thus United States im perial­
ism, unless Japan is halted, w ill 
lose both its  actual present trade 
w ith  China and Japan, and there­
w ith  a ll its  potential economic 
interests in  the Far East. And a 
greatly strengthened Japan, as 
we have already pointed out,

would be in  a position to chal­
lenge the American colossus on 
the la tte r’s own home te rrito ry .

W ar Impends
Hence Roosevelt’s new and ag­

gressive policy in  Far Eastern 
a ffa irs. How soon and in what 
manner tha t policy w ill be im­
plemented remains to be seen. 
The spokesmen fo r American im ­
perialism , both o ffic ia l and un­
o ffic ia l, have concluded tha t 
Japan can be stopped only by 
force or the threat o f it. In any 
case, they understand tha t the 
Washington government can con­
tinue to allow Japan a “ free 
hand" in China only a t the cost 
o f sacrificing, not only present 
economic interests, but the whole 
fu tu re  role o f American imper­
ialism .

The new Roosevelt policy 
makes i t  clear that that role is 
not going to be sacrificed. Amer­
ican imperialism  is preparing to  
defend and extend its  Far East­
ern interests arms in hand.

Beginning of the End

U . S. Interests Com­
mercial

American im peria list interests 
in  the Far East are prim ai-ily 
commercial. This is why the 
Washington governments fe lt 
they could not a fford  to alienate 
Japanese trade (especially dur­
ing the early period o f American 
“ recovery") actively champion­
ing China’s cause when Japflh in ­
vaded Manchuria. To have done 
so would have meant a costly 
war fo r which Washington was 
not in  any sense prepared. Am­
erican investments in China are 
comparatively negligible. Es­
timates made in  1931 placed the 
to ta l a t a mere $196,800,000 as 
compared w ith  Great B rita in ’s 
$1.189,200,000 and Japan’s $1,136,- 
900,000. The American share in 
o ta l foreign investments in China 
was only 6.1 per cent as com­
pared w ith  B rita in ’s 36.7 per 
cent and Japan’s 35.1 per cent. 
In  the ensuing six years, Japan 
has outstripped B rita in  and now 
occupies the leading place.

The unfolding o f Japan’s “ con­
tinental policy,” which aims to 
bring a ll eastern Asia under the 
banner o f the R ising Sun, had 
inevitably, sooner or la ter, to ef­
fect a change in America’s Far 
Eastern policy. American trade 
w ith  Japan, as we have shown, 
is im portant. And i t  is as v ita l 
to Japan, as it  is im portant to 
America.

Japanese Depend on 
Rivals

Japanese imperialism , however, 
is in the peculiar position of be­
ing dependent on its  riva ls  in 
v ita l economic spheres while 
struggling against these same 
riva ls fo r hegemony on the Asia­
tic  continent. Thus last year, 
according to  the United States 
Department o f Commerce, Japan 
imported from  the United States 
alone 52 per cent o f her iron 
and steel (including scrap), 76.6 
per cent o f her o il, 43.8 per cent 
o f her raw cotton, 42.3 per cent 
o f her machinery, 94.3 per cent 
o f her automobiles, 47.3 per cent 
o f her wood pulp.

Among other things, Japan 
aims to end th is economic depen­
dence by means o f her “ conti­
nental policy.” But th is policy, 
i f  perm itted to  proceed to  its  
specified conclusions, w ill have 
disastrous consequences fo r Am-

(Continued from page
is s till indispensable to  
fo r disciplin ing his clique. On 
the morrow Stalin w ill become a 
burden to the ru ling  stratum .

In fin ite ly  more im portant, how­
ever, is the fact that the bureau­
cracy is being purged o f its  
motley elements a t the cost of 
an ever widening gap between 
the bureaucracy and the people. 
I t  is no exaggeration to say that 
the atmosphere o f Soviet society 
is surcharged w ith  hatred o f the 
privileged tops. Stalin w ill have 
the occasion to  convince him self 
a t every step that resoluteness 
and firing-squads alone do not 
suffice fo r the salvation of a 
regime tha t has outlived itse lf. 
The purges in the army and the 
G .P .U . are a ll too eloquent re­
minders o f the fact tha t the ap­
paratus o f coercion itse lf is made 
up o f liv in g  beings who are sub­
ject to the influence of the ir en­
vironment. The growing hatred 
o f the bureaucracy by the masses, 
as well as the m uffled hostility  
of the m ajority o f the bureau­
cracy toward Stalin corroded 
inevitably the apparatus o f coer­
cion, preparing thereby one o f 
the conditions fo r the downfall 
o f the regime.

The Bonapartist rule grew out 
o f the fundamental contradiction 
between the bureaucracy and the 
people, and the supplementary 
contradiction between the revolu­
tionists and the Thermidorians 
w ith in  the bureaucracy. Stalin 
rose by supporting him self p ri­
m arily on  th e  bureaucracy 
against the people, on the Ther­
midorians against the revolution­
ists. But a t certain critica l mo­
ments he was compelled to seek 
support among the revolutionary 
elements, and, w ith  the ir assis­
tance, among the people against 
the over-precipitate offensive o f 
the privileged ones. But i t  is 
impossible to support oneself on 
a social contradiction that is tu rn ­
ing into an abyss. Hence flows 
the forced transition to Thermi- 
dorian “ m onolithism " through 
the destruction o f a ll vestiges of 
the revolutionary s p irit and of 
the slightest manifestations of 
po litica l se lf-activ ity on the p a it 
o f the masses. Saving tem porari­
ly  S talin ’s rule, the bloody purge 
has shaken asunder the social 
and political props o f Bonapart­
ism.

Stalin is drawing close to 
the term ination o f his trag ic mis­
sion. The more i t  seems to him 
tha t he no longer needs anybody, 
the closer draws the hour when 
he him self w ill prove needed by

3) : nobody. Should the bureaucracy
Stalin succeed in extruding from  itse lf 

a new property owning class by 
revamping the forms o f property, 
th is new class w ill find  itse lf 
other leaders who are not tied 
w ith  the revolutionary past and 
who are more lite ra te . I t  is 
hardly like ly  that Stalin w ill 
thereupon receive a single word 
o f gratitude fo r the work he has 
accomplished. Open counter-re­
volution w ill make short s h rift 
of Mm, most probably on the 
charge of—Trotskyism . In  th a t 
event Stalin w ill fa ll victim  to the 
type of amalgam he has him self 
instituted. This path, however, 
is not at a ll predestined. Man­
kind is once again entering an 
epoch o f wars and revolutions. 
Not only political but also social 
regimes w ill topple like houses- 
of-cards. I t  is quite probable 
that revolutionary convulsions in 
Asia and Europe w ill forestall 
the overthrow of the sta iin  clique 
by the capita list counter-revolu­
tion and prepare its downfall 
under the blows of the to iling  
masses. In  that event Stalin w ill 
have even less cause to count on 
gratitude.

The memory o f mankind is 
magnanimous as regards the ap­
plication o f harsh measures in 
the service o f great historical 
goals. But h istory w ill not par­
don a single drop of blood shed 
in  sacrifice to the new Moloch o f 
se lf-w ill and privilege. t Moral 
sensibility finds its highest satis­
faction in the immutable convic­
tion that historical re tribution 
w ill correspond to the scope o f 
the crime. Revolution w ill un­
lock a ll the secret compartments, 
review a ll the tria ls , rehabilitate 
the slandered, raise memorials tq  
the victim s of wantonness and 
cover w ith  eternal infam y the 
names of the executioners. Stalin 
w ill depart from  the scene laden 
w ith  a ll the crimes which he has 
committed—not only as the 
grave-digger o f the revolution 
but as the most sinister figure in 
the history o f mankind.

New Headquarters
The “Socialist Appeal" Office 

have moved to 116 University 
Place, New York City. A11 
correspondence should be mail­
ed to this new Address.

The local office of the New 
York Socialist Party (Left 
Wing Branches) and the Na­
tional Offices of the Young 
Peoples Socialist League are 
now also located at this ad­
dress.
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Roosevelt Prepares for 
New Imperialist War in 
Far-East Against Japan
(Cont. from  page i)  shall k ill him, we shall ourselves die, taking concerted, collective 
action against this vicious aggressor— for justice, for freedom, fo r the sanctity of 
international obligations, and for peace.

Above all, for peace “Peace” is the theme that runs through this Chicago war- 
Cry. W ith a grim  and bitter irony, it is fo r peace that the United States w ill wage 
¡the coming war, the war that w ill be more completely devastating than anything be­
fore known in history.

Absurd and intellectually contradictory as it may seem, the chief war slogan is 
the call fo r peace. And yet not so absurd nor so contradictory when “peace” is but 
a phase of the policy of imperialism. Already during the Ethiopian a ffa ir we saw in 
England how the search for peace becomes the demand for war. The great League of 
Nations “peace” society, comprising the bulk of adult English citizens, in a few weeks 
was transformed into a body®---------------:------------------------------------------------------------------------
clamoring for war. They 
wanted peace; and to get it 
th e y  demanded “action” —  
boycott, sanctions— against 
th e  “peace-breaking aggres­
sor," Ita ly . But effective sanc­
tions could be carried out only 
backed by m ilita ry  and naval 
force, only by war. Thus the ir 
conception o f peace, bounded by 
an acceptance o f im perialist 
society, leads stra ight toward 
w ar.

Roosevelt Leads to W ar
I t  is not in the least d ifferent 

W ith Roosevelt’s programs. How 
is the United States to "ensure 
peace"? Mot by ta lk  or pleading. 
The "aggressor nations" do not 
go to war by accident or fo r 
amusement. They go because 
driven by intolerable necessity, 
by the overpowering stra in  o f 
th e ir internal conflicts. For them 
i t  is a life  and death question.' 
They can be stopped, therefore, 
only by acts. And what acts? 
Only by force, by a force more 
powerful than th e ir force: by 
guns, ships, airplanes. Only, that 
is to  say, by war.

How easy i t  would be i f  the 
struggle were in tru th  over 
“ peace", "ju s tice ", ’’m ora lity," 
"respect fo r obligations", these 
easy rhetorical generalities that 
a lip  so readily from  the tongues 
of statesmen. A ll could be settled 
in church o r by a philosophical 
debate. U nfortunately, the genui­
ne stakes are more palpable: 
markets, colonies, raw m aterials, 
fields fo r investment. And what 
one gets means that much less 
fo r the others; and there are not 
enough to go around. I t  is these 
that are a t issue, the chances to 
U tilize these to  keep the profits 
of finance-capial threatened ever 
more roughly by the decay o f the 
w orld capita list order, from  dis­
appearing altogether. The Chica­
go address only anoints these 
real issues w ith  the sacred oil of 
noble phrases.

Pacifism Aids W ar
How ruthlessly does Roosevlt’s 

address expose the true meaning 
o f pacifism and social-patriotism ! 
Here he springs the trap  which 
im perialism  has in readiness fo r 
pacifism, when the issue comes. 
W hat is le ft now o f a ll shades 
and varieties o f pacifism? Is not 
tfca leader of American im perial­
ism  the greatest pacifist o f them 
a ll?  Does not the call fo r Peace 
sound more roundly from  his 
lips? He is one who takes his 
pacifism seriously. Yes, he is 
toady to make w ar fo r peace. 
'And behind the chariot o f his 
slogans he draws the whole motley 
o f the pacifist groups and orga- 
niaations; into his m obilization o f 
opinion for the war he incorpo­
rates a ll of the ir ideology.

This, indeed, is the function o f

pacifism under imperialism : to 
aid in the ideological preparation 
fo r war. And th is is what is 
shown so b luntly by Roosevelt’s 
speech. A ll o f the publications, 
meetings, articles, propaganda of 
the pacifists have only given 
moral standing to the slogans of 
war.

Far more directly, even, is this 
the case w ith  the treachery o f 
the social-patriots. What have 
they said that Roosevelt does not 
now say w ith  moi-e assurance and 
more authority? Their policy has 
been, in fact, merely the antici­
pation o f the not yet publicly 
announced policy o f American 
imperialism . And now, w ith  the 
Chicago address, the alignment 
is fa r clearer: they stand there 
together, the head o f the govem- 
men and the social-patriots, ready 
to make the war.

Can th is be doubted? Let any­
one who doubts read the Daily 
W orker fo r the day fo llow ing the 
Chicago address. E arl Browder 
writes on the fron t page:

"The Communist Party wel­
comes the President’s declaration 
of a positive peace policy fo r the 
United States. There is not the 
slightest doubt that i t  embodies 
the essential features o f what is 
the only way by which American 
can be kept out o f war... Such a 
policy has been called fo r in the 
United States by the Communist 
Party, as well as by a ll clear­
headed peace advocates. We can 
therefore only express our g ra ti­
fication tha t the President has 
given such a sharply formulated 
and popular expression to  such 
a policy, and put it  forw ard as 
his own." And the next day, the 
headline: "The President Has 
Spoken: Let the People A ct.”

Traitors in Labor’s 
Ranks

Let the ir be no illusions. Even 
Roosevelt and his class associates, 
w ith  a ll the ir great popularity, 
could not unaided carry out the 
m obilization o f public opinion fo r 
the war. They are the direct re­
presentatives o f the bourgeoisie, 
and the masses, even in  a country 
so little  developed in class cons­
ciousness as th is, are a t least 
sufficiently aware o f th is to dis­
tru s t them when face to face 
w ith  the war. I t  is the tra ito rs 
w ith in  the working class, the 
agents o f Roosevelt and his elass 
among the masses, the Greens, 
Lewises, Waldmans, Browders, 
who alone can complete the w in­
ning o f the support o f the masses 
to the war.

Among the tra ito rs, the firs t 
place is taken most viciously 
by the Stalinists. Internationally 
as w ell as nationally, the ir en­
tire  policy centers around prepa­
ration fo r the w ar; acting as 
agents o f the hangmen o f the 
Krem lin, they concentrate the ir

every e ffo rt in  the attem pt to 
line up popular enthusiasm w ith in  
the democratic im perialist powers 
fo r a war against the nations 
which S talin expects w ill, be his 
enemies. This is the bloody thread 
tha t runs through the Moscow 
frame-ups the crashing of the 
Spanish revolution, the lynching 
o f N in, the kidnapping of W olf, 
the gangster murder o f Reiss in 
Switzerland, the strike-breaking 
and flag-w aving in  France, the 
boot-licking o f the American 
Legion, the labor bureaucrats 
and the capita list politicians in  
th is country.

And le t no one imagine tha t 
the ir support o f the war in this 
country w ill stop w ith  words, 
w ith  speeches on the virtues o f 
the Constitution, and articles on 
the American Home. The v ig il­
ante groups and the American 
Legion w ill find tim e hanging on 
th e ir hands as the war draws 
nearer and fin a lly  begins: fo r 
the S talinists w ill be ahead of 
them at th e ir work. The Stalin­
ists w ill take the lead in  building 
the lynch s p irit against a ll those 
who oppose the war, and in the 
actual lynching as well.

Does th is seem an exaggera­
tion ? Listen to  Browder once 
more, to his speech to the Mass- 
chussetts State Convention o f the 
Communist P arty:

Asks fo r Lyncher’s Job
"The Communist P arty repu­

diates now as in  the past, a ll 
theories or proposals looking to ­
ward a forcib le imposition o f 
Socialism or any utopia upon the 
m ajority o f the people. We re­
pudiate the "reckless resolve to 
seize power” by any m inority. I f  
there should arise in  America 
anything sim ilar to the situation 
in  Spain, where the democratic 
republic while repulsing the 
fascist invasion was stabbed in 
the back by the ""uncontrolable 
extrem ists”  (a m inority o f the 
anarchists and the T rotskyist P. 
O. U. M .) then we, like  our 
brothers o f the Spanish Commun­
is t Party would be in the fore­
fro n t o f the struggle to suppress 
such “ extrem ists” , who are really 
agents o f fascism ,. and render 
them harmless.”

Here is Browder’s w ritten  gua­
rantee to the ru ling  class, signed 
in  the blood o f the Spanish re­
volutionists.

In  the fig h t against the war, 
there is no task more crucial and 
a ll-im portant than the constant, 
u n r  e m i t  ting , uncompromising 
struggle against Stalinism.

*  *  *

In  th is country and in every 
im peria list nation, there is one 
force and one only tha t w ill com­
pel the ru ling  class to draw back 
from  the war. That force is the 
power o f the revolutionary move­
ment. The fear o f revolution 
alone can delay fo r any lenghy

Widick Runs for 
Mayor in Akron

By Ed Thorn
The Socialist l ’a rty of Akron, 

Ohio, today announced its entry 
into the M ayoralty campaign 
w ith  the candidacy o f B. J. 
W idick, le ft w ing unionist.

The Socialist statement said:
"The campaign thus fa r bet­

ween Republican Mayor Sehroy 
and Democratic candidate G. L. 
Patterson has been a mere figh t 
between two capita list parties 
fo r the lig h t to act as the political 
agent of the rubber companies in 
exploiting the working class of 
Akron. The credit o f the two 
m ajor parties being bankrupt. 
Labor’s Non-Partisan L e a g u e  
has been utilized as a new tool 
fo r the enslavement of the work­
ing class o f Akron.

"The crucial immediate problem 
facing th is community is a ques­
tion  o f lay-offs in the rabber 
industry, throw ing thousands of 
men into the camp of the un­
employed and starving, a n d  
creating a severe economic crisis 
locally. Yet neither o f the two 
candidates has offered, nor can 
they o ffe r, the workers a cons­
tructive  solution to th is problem 
created by a declining capita list 
system....

“ The questions raised by the 
local campaign are merely a small 
reflection o f the problems con­
fron ting  Roosevelt’s New Deal- 
ism nationally, in the "so lving” 
o f which the working class o f the 
United States is rap id ly being 
led into an im peria list world war 
inconceivably more horrible than 
the last.

‘Only revolutionary socialism 
can give working solutions to 
these questions. The accusation 
>f “ Communism” on the part o f

both Republicans and Democrats 
against each other is sheer de­
magogy. I t  is merely a question 
o f two capita list parties, one o f 
them supported by the so-called 
‘Communist’ (S ta lirfs t) party, 
now degenerating to the level of 
the two capita list parties....

‘Our slogan is : Elect a .Social­
is t M ayor!”

H A LL R YA N
W ith great sorrow we learn o f 

the death of Comrade H all Ryan, 
a prominent and active member 
o f the Revolutionary Socialist 
Party.

Form erly engaged in lu ll-tim e  
work building the Salt Lake C ity 
organization, comrade Ryan a 
short tim e ago came to Oakland 
to re-enforce the work there. He 
gave invaluable service to the 
Young Peoples Socialist League 
and to the Socialist Party. His 
death is a loss to his comrades, 
his friends and to the movement.

S TA LIN ISM
and

BOLSHEVISM
by

I O C  Leon
TROTSKY
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period the outbreak o f the war. 
In  war the ru ling  class plays fo r 
high stakes and risk much; but 
in  revolution it  risks everything. 
A  consious, organized revolution­
ary party, w ith  the confidence o f 
the decisive sections o f the work­
ing class, w ill stop the war, w ill 
even be able to achieve the vic­
to ry  o f the revolution before the 
war and thus remove war forever 
from  the world. A  revolutionary 
party, even i f  w ithout great mass 
influence, w ill nevertheless delay 
the war, and w ill make certain 
that from  the w ar itse lf w ill 
issue the socialist revolution.

W ar and Revolution
This is the cold and sober fact: 

the figh t against the war, the 
only possible figh t, is the figh t 
fo r the socialist revolution. There 
is no other struggle against the 
war save fo r the class straggle 
o f the workers fo r power and 
fo r socialism.

There is a deep historic sig­
nificance in  the fact that Roose­
ve lt’s address, launching the 
drive fo r the m obilization of 
public opinion for the war, comes

in the midst o f the preparation 
fo r the Convention whose task 
i t  is to organize fo r the re-build 
ing o f the revolutionary socialist 
party in th is country. Our Con­
vention, small as it  may seem in 
the eyes o f the philistine3 when 
compared w ith  the strength of 
the enemy, is the reply, the only 
reply, to the war-makers.

The Convention must be made 
a ra lly ing  point fo r a ll those 
who in word and act are against 
the war, who are resolved tc 
carry the struggle against th r 
war to the end. H istory has plaeed 
this task upon our .shoulders 
This responsibility cannot fa- 
avoided or shifted. We must, face 
i t  firm ly, clearly, unflinchingly 
and "w ith  the profound confidence 
that springs from  our knowledge 
of the goal which destiny hat 
placed w ith in  the reach o f the 
men who have the courage to 
fight fo r and grasp it.

Against the W ar!
Against the Roosevelt W ar 

Plans !
Against Stalinism  and every 

form  of Social-Patriotism !
For Peace through the World 

Socialist Revolution!
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Stalin's Terror 
Continues With 
Envoy’s Recall

By Victor Serge
Antonov-Ovseyenko, consul-general of the U.S.S.R. in Barce­

lona, has just been named People’s Commissar of Justice of the 
R-S-F-S-R. He is to leave Catalonia soon, and return to Russia, 
I t  is well-known that fo r some time' numerous officials o f the 
government of the U.S.S.R. have been disappearing in entire groups. 
Here are the latest of the verified news reports in this respect, 
dealing only w ith  events of theGp- 
past few weeks: Goloded, Presi­
dent of the Council of White Rus­
sia and a colleague in the admin­
istration of the late Cherviakov,
President of the Executive Com- 
m itte, has, like the latter, also 
committed suicide. The recent 
suicide o f Liubc^ienko, President 
o f the Council o f the Ukraine, 
has already been announced in 
the press fo r some time. The 
government of the Buriat-Mongo- 
lian, the Tadjikistan, the Uzbe­
kistan and Georgian republics 
have likewise been purged by 
numerous arrests which were 
most probably followed by ex­
ecutions.

(The Associated Press, in a 
Moscow dispatch dated Oct.
11, reports the ousting of 
Useyn Rakhmanoff as Pries, 
of the Council of Azerbaïdjan, 
another of the Soviet Repub­
lics. The same dispatch com­
ments as follows on the re­
moval o f Rakhmanoff : ’With 
his elimination, the President 
or Premier (President o f the 
Council, and sometimes both, 
now have been ousted from 
each of the eleven republics 
making up the U.S.S.R.”—
Ed.)

Rudzutak in Prison
Furthermore, confirmed reports 

have been released to the effect 
that Jan Rudzutak, a member of 
the Political Buro and a Bolshe­
vik of the Leninist generation, 
has been imprisoned. Sulimov, 
President of the Council of the 
Great Russian republic (R.S.F.- 
S.R.) up to the beginning of the 
current year, is likewise in prison 
assuming that he has not been 
executed in the meantime.

Of the three secretaries o f the 
Political Bureau of the Com­
munist Party of the Ukraine— 
placed in office after last year's 
purge and following the fa ll from 
grace of Postyshev—two, namely, 
Khatayevitch and Popov, have 
disappeared.

A  comrade who has just a rriv ­
ed .from Russia tells me: "There 
were about a dozen of us celeb­
rating the New Year in Moscow. 
A ll Stalinist functionaries, a few 
of whom can righ tfu lly  be called 
old revolutionists... A ll devoted to 
the regime, in spite of everything. 
Well, a ll of them have since 
disappeared, some are in prison, 
some certainly are not among the 
liv ing any more...."

Well, Antonov-Ovseyenko is 
going back. He knows just what

ky (disappeared, probably shot), 
Eugenie Bosh (suicicY). Fror.i 
1923 to 1927-28 he was among the 
leaders of the Le ft Opposition 
together w ith  his friends Rakovs- 
ky (disappeared) and. Piatakov 
(shot). Represented the Soviet 
in Prague and in Warsaw; in 
diplomacy, he was a collaborator 
of Rakovsky (disappeared), Kres- 
tinsky (disappeared), Sokolnikov 
(imprisoned), Karakhan (disap­
peared).

In Spain he collabox-ated w ith 
Marcel Rosenberg, ambassador at 
Madrid, who has since also disap­
peared. He is an old revolution­
ist, once famous fo r his personal 
courage and fo r his rebel sp irit; 
he was last to escape, thanks to 
the revolution in  Spain, among 
several groups o f old Bolsheviks 
who were shot or imprisoned. He 
surrendered to Stalin in 1928 and 
has since made every e ffo rt to 
serve him well. But so has the 
m ajority of those shot or impri­
soned.

Capitulation No Aid
On the day after the execution 

of the Sixteen, he wrote—on 
being ordered to, i t  goes without 

j saying—an unspeakable diatribe 
j against his former comrades of 
I the opposition, in which, outdoing 
Radek and Piatakov in his deli­
rious prose, he declared that he 
had always been ready to shoot 
them. Taking his past into con­
sideration, the Torquemadas of 
the «Central Control Commission 
could hardly demand less of him. 
However, this type of prose has 
not saved a soul up to now. The 
fact that it is demanded o f a per­
son suffices to prove how sus­
pect he is: marked fo r some 
future guillotine-cart.

Not a man belonging to this 
generation can be spared. A ll, 
whether they like i t  or not, are 
considered in solidarity w ith  the 
others; all are equally dangerous, 
in spite of their disgraceful self- 
vilification, to the new bureauc­
racy; fo r all are equally consc'ous 
of the crimes of the genial Chief, 
whom they feign to adore while 
filled with boundless hatred fo r 
him. I t  is inevitable for him to 
order their suppression.

Antonov-Ovseyenko w ill have 
to give an account of himself. 
He most certainly does not have 
any illusion about the d irty  work 

■ he has been doing in Catalonia. 
Once the Russian revolution was 
defeated by the bureaucracy in­
ternally, the revolutionists who

to expect. Wie do, too. His disap- | rallied to Stalinism out of weak-
pearance is only a matter of time.

He has a fine revolutionary 
past. An officer, he took part in 
the Novo-Alexandria mutiny of 
1905. Escaping from Russia, he 
emigrated to Paris, where he 
took up residence. A Bolshevik 
in 191.7, he was a member of the 
Revolutionary M ilita ry Committee 
under Trotsky’s direction, which 
carried through the insurrection 
in October. Antonov-Ovseyenko 
led the assault on the Winter 
Palace and was the first to enter 
it. Shortly after that, he orga­
nized one of the first Red Armies 
of the Ukraine. Led the civil war 
struggle in that country together 
w ith  Piatakov (shot), Kotziubins-

ness, short-sightedness or political 
cowardice have always sought 
refuge in Soviet patriotism in 
order to jus tify  themselves.

They have said to themselves: 
ReaStion has carried the day fo r 
some time to come but the Soviet 
country remains, w ith its new 
acquisitions in history (collective 
ownership of the means, of pro­
duction); reaction w ill pass, the 
regime w ill change; let us work 
to furnish it w ith good equip­
ment, go-ad schools, a powerful 
ai-my, etc. The bureaucracy can’t 
prevent us from serving cons­
cientiously.

(That’s where they were de­
ceived: i t  is much more concern­

The Crooner

“ T see by the papers,’ I  said as I  rose to go, 
my time being up, ‘that a certain hotheaded dow­
ager o f the Daughters of the American Revolution 
is sore that we sing the Star-Spangled Banner at 
our meetings.’
" ‘Why, that’s nonsense,’ Browder answered, his 
eyes smiling. ‘We Communists are showing in  our 
meeting just how the Star-Spangled Banner should 
really be sung. The reactionaries, the D.A.R.

ladies, always have to depend on brass bands or 
hired soloists to render our National Anthem. Our 
mass meetings give the only available model of 
a mass rendition of the revolutionary song. That’s 
really the proper place to hear It nowadays.’ 

"He was right. Any good Communist meeting 
can pi’ove it. And the interview was at an end.

—Interview w ith Earl Browder in the 
Daily Worker, Oct. 6, 1937.

ed about its own interests than 
about those of the country; and 
its interests, being those o f a 
usurping cast of rulers, have 
very rapid ly become incompatible 
w ith  the proper conduct of indus­
try , w ith  good administration in 
general, w ith  the progress of 
education, even w ith  the existence 
o f a competent high command.)

In  Spain, Antonov-Ovseyenko 
only wanted to serve the U.S.S.R., 
but in  rea lity he served only the 
bureaucracy. What does i t  matter, 
he probably thought, in compar­
ison w ith  the interests of the 
socialist U.S.S.R. and its 170 
million citizens, i f  the Spanish 
revolution is lost; i t  is fa r re­
moved from  the former geogra­
phically and in sp irit; it  is se­
condary from  every point of view, 
Spain being only a small power. 
Stalin has a three-fold aim there: 
to prevent a Franco victoi’y, that 
is, the encirclement of his pro­
bable ally, France; to prevent a 
socialist revolution which could 
become a source of too many 
European complications and of 
social complications in Russia i t ­
self; to impose upon the Spanish 
republic a sort o f diplomatic and 
m ilita ry  domination. The patriot­
ism of the ex-revolutionist An­
tonov-Ovseyenko easily accomo­
dated itse lf to this policy. But 
what sort of balance sheet w ill 
he be able to present to his bos­
ses?

Assets and Liabilities
Among the assets: the Stalin­

ist domination of policy, censor­
ship and m ilita ry command; the 
weakening o f the revolutionary 
proletariat (death of Durutti, 
assassination of Andres Nin, per­
secution o f the P.O.U.M., im pri­
sonment of several thousand 
members of the C.N.T.); the de­
feat of the revolution begun in 
July 1936.

Among the liabilities: the re-

publican victory compromised; 
the anti-fascist fron t broken; the 
government discredited; th e  
Stalinists detested by.' all of 
advanced public opinion—from 
the radical bourgeoisie to the 
F.A.I. and including the le ft 
socialists. A  patent social crisis. 
For, certain methods cannot be 
used w ith  impunity: the interests 
of a nation o f workers fighting 
fo r  the ir lives cannot be sacri­
ficed to alien interests without 
punishment fo r the perpetrators. 
The new People’s Commissar of 
Justice of the R.S.F.S.R, replac­
ing the demoted Krylenko (who 
is also bound to disappear), 
knows this, sees it, feels that he 
is lost. He w ill nevertheless re­
tu rn : fo r i t  is necessary fo r him

to go through w ith the bargain 
to the end, just as so many times 
in the past; because in ten years 
of capitulating against his cons­
cience, he has burned all the 
bridges behind him, exhausted 
a ll his resources, lost all his 
chances o f salvation; because he 
s till clings to his hope of serving 
the Soviet fatherland, in spite of 
all the probability to the contrary.

Finally, those who refuse to 
return have received an object 
lesson which is quite precise: it  
is the course o f Ignace Reiss. A 
high Stalinist functionary only 
yesterday, he went over to the 
opposition very courageously last 
June and was found on the bank 
of Lake Leman, murdered under 
the very windows of the Palace 
of the League of Nations.

Anti-War Press
The first rumbling of the ap­

proaching war finds the entire 
bourgeois press firm ly united. 
The powerful propaganda mach­
ine of American imperialism, the 
radio, magazines, moving pictures, 
church, school and newspapers 
have been swung into jingoist 
motion. A  stew of war hysteria 
and patriotic blindness is being 
created! This juice is being sip­
ped daily by millions of workers. 
I t  paralyzes the minds and 

;bodies of a ll whom i t  reaches!
There is now an intensive 

campaign by the Stalinist social- 
patriots League fo r three daily 
papers. The Communist Party 
sounded an early signal of what 
its role is to be in the next war. 
‘I f  America was forced into war 
against fascism,” declared Brow­
der, “ I  would certainly take up 
arms.” The slogan remains un­
changed! The treacherous com­
munist w ill be the firs t to don 

Khaki. Three daily rags w ill

better serve their bourgeois mas­
ters against the workers!

Our conduct and obligations 
are only too clear. We are the sole 
expression of the independent 
aspirations and the future of the 
working class!

We alone w ill raise high the 
banner of proletarian struggle 
against a ll varieties of bourgeois 
enemies !

Our press must become the 
most effective combat mechanism 
against the war-mongers! Ey»ry 

jday wasted makes the task o f 
' counter-acting the b o u r g e o i s  
'chauvinist combination more d if­
ficult!

We must act quickly and solid­
ly ! Our strength depends upon 
your response! Lack of funds 
must not weaken the revolution­
ary fron tI

NOW! NOW! NOW!
Rush your contribution to the 

! SOCIALIST APPEAL!


