
Popular Front Surrenders Santander
China Defense Sags, Fear Masses

By Li-Fu-Jen
Demonstrating once again the 

in a b ility  o f the Chinese bourg­
eoisie to  conduct any consistent, 
effective struggle against impe­
ria lism  fo r China’s national inde­
pendence, recent reports from  
China indicate the w ithdraw al o f 
Nanking government forces from  
Wloosung and the immediate 
v ic in ity  o f Shangai, thus enabling 
the armies o f Japanese im perial­
ism to  secure a substantial foot­
hold in  the area o f the Yangtze 
delta a t a tim e when the armed 
hosts o f Nippon have already 
driven through the Nankow Pass 
to  complete th e ir conquest o f 
N orth China and Inner Mongolia. 
Japanese m ilita ry  and naval com­
manders to ld  newspaper corres­
pondents th a t they expect the 
Shanghai hostilities to be over in 
short order. "The cabarets on 
N orth Szechuen Road w ill be 
open again in  about two weeks,” 
vice-adm iral Hasegawa laughing­
ly  announced. Thus seriously do 
JXpan’s warlords estimate Nank­
ing’s “ resistance!"

A  “ high Nanking government 
spokesman,” quoted in  the New 
York Times on August 28, des­
cribed the w ithdraw al a t Shanghai 
as the firs t step in  a plan fo r “ a 
long campaign o f s t if f  resistance, 
re tirin g  inland i f  necessary, and 
le ttin g  the enemy extend his own 
lines to his cost.”

“ W hat i f  they take N anking?” 
th is  anonymous mouthpiece non­
chalantly declared. " I t  would 
s ign ify  nothing, fo r there would 
be no government there and 
probably not much o f anything 
else by tha t tim e. And conceding 
th a t the Japanese Arm y w ith  
naval aid m ight sweep the whole 
Shanghai, Hangchow, Soochow 
and Nanking area—even then 
they would have made only the 
smallest te rrito ria l dent in China. 
No, our present aim is not to ob­
ta in  m ilita ry  victories but to 
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E rb e r G re e ts  Y o u th  C o n v e n tio n

News Flash!
M oulin, leader o f the Spanish 

Bolshevick-Leninists, has been 
arrested by the Spanish GPU. 
On the “ wanted” lis t o i the police 
since the May days, he had been 
d irecting the underground work 
o i his organization. H is arrest 
was made in typ ica l S talin ist 
fashion: no mention in the press, 
no charges recorded, the o fficia l 
government claim  no knowledge 
o f his whereabouts, and he has 
been transported to a S talin ist 
ja il in  Madrid.

Irw in  W olf, former secretary 
of Leon Trotsky, has also been 
arrested, together w ith  his w ife, 
the daughter of the Norwegian 
Labor Party leader, Knud Knud*

• Latest estimate is that 20,000 
w orkers -are now. imprisoned.

The N inth  National Convention 
o f the Y.P.S.L. is convening to 
decide the fate o f our organiza­
tion. Those o f us who have strug­
gled fo r the last six years to 
convert the League into a revo­
lu tionary organization can look 
back upon our e ffo rts  w ith  a 
feeling o f satisfaction. Every 
recent convention, Cleveland in  
1932, Reading in 1933, P ittsburgh 
in  1935, was a demonstration of 
the ris ing  tide o f Revolutionary 
M arxism  in  the Y.P.S.L. We 
assemble a t Philadelphia w ith  
the knowledge th a t our struggle 
has fin a lly  succeeded, th a t a t 
least 70 per cent o f the mem­
bership supports our program.

Not only our great support in 
the ranks o f the members should 
make Philadelphia a fie ld day fo r 
the le ft w ing, but the fact that 
the convention, its e lf w ill even 
in  its  outward aspects attest to 
the work the le ft w ing has been 
carrying “on. For the firs t tim e if f  
the h istory o f the League we w ill 
have in  our m idst the young 
workers from  the California 
agricu ltu ra l d istricts, the sailors 
from  the Pacific, the young work­
ers from  the Akron rubber center, 
the Chicago and Youngstown 
steel centers, from  a score o f 
miscellaneous industries that 
have been the scene o f recent 
strike  struggles, and from  the 
fighting  ranks o f the unemployed 
movement.

Growth o f L e ft W ing
The largest le ft w ing delega­

tions w ill come from  those sec­
tions which have been the only 
ones to  show consistent growth 
and ac tiv ity  in  the class struggle 
— noteworthy examples a re  
Chicago, California, Upstate New 
York, Newark. The presence o f 
these delegations w ill te s tify  to 
the a b ility  o f the le ft w ing to 
build the League and w ill be 
harbingers o f the Socialist youth 
movement o f tomorrow.

The political level o f the dele­
gations coming to  the convention 
w ill m ark a new high fo r the 
Y.P.S.L., another indication of 
the work o f the le ft w ing in  de­
veloping the membership. No 
m atter what aspect o f the con­
vention we look a t, i t  should give 
the comrades o f the revolutionary 
w ing the feeling o f a job well 
done and o f tremendous opportu­
n ities before us.

Yet despite a ll (his progress 
in  building a revolutionary move­
ment and a ll these gains by the 
le ft w ing, or, to  be more accurate, 
because o f them, the Y.P.S.L. w ill 
enter the 1937 convention in  the 
throes o f a desperate crisis. The 
crisis arises from  the fact that 
while the ideas a f revolutionary 
M arxism  have swept aside a ll 
cen trist ideologies in  the ranks 
o f the membership and gained 
a m ajority, the Bourbons o f the 
centrist leadership refuse to  sur­
render control o f the apparatus.

Robbing the L e ft W ing
A fte r th e ir firs t attempts to 

guarantee themselves a m ajority

By Ernest Erber
National Chairman o f the Young 

People’s Socialist League

by means o f gerrymander and 
election irregu la rities had fa iled, 
to  take away our m ajority, they 
resorted to  a campaign o f ex— 
pulsions o f our leading New 
York comrades to  complete the 
job and to  insure the presence 
o f the A ltm anite delegates who 
refused to  come i f  a purge of 
“ T rotskyites” was not carried out 
firs t.

The centrists o f the C larity 
group have followed w ith  a boring 
monotony the same beaten path 
o f fu tility  traveled by every ill-  
fated centrist grouping in  history. 
Even to  the b itte r end they 
im ita te  th e ir h istorical proto­
types, the Menshevik-Interna- 
tiona lists o f M artov, the Inde­
pendent' Socialists “o f Kautsky 
and Haasee, the Socialist Workers 
P arty o f Germany. Their struggle 
against the le ft becomes ever 
more vicious, more shameless, 
more unscrupulous, as th e ir defeat 
becomes more apparent. Their 
“ struggle” against the rig h t be­
comes reduced to the remark in ­
serted in  th e ir speeches and 
articles in  the form  o f a footnote, 
parenthetical statement, or ap­
pendage, “ and we also disagree 
w ith  the policy o f the lig h t.” 
But in  po litica l acts they become 
indistinguishable from  the rig h t, 
and th e ir blood w ith  i t  becomes 
ever more open and direct.

Bankrupt Centrists

Like a ll defeated centrist 
groups, the C larity ites, rather 
than learn the lesson o f the ir 
defeat, become embittered and 
enraged by i t  and refuse to  re­
cognize th e ir loss. Their final 
fu tile , w ild  and desperate a t­
tempts to  tu rn  a defeat into a 
“ v ic to ry” lead them into progres­
sively more degenerate methods 
o f struggle. From the under­
handed and surreptitious methods 
o f gossip, chicanery, and fraud 
which fa iled to stave o ff the in ­
glorious defeat, they strive to 
learn from  the le ft and carry on. 
the fig h t in  the open, but merely 
succeeid in  transferring  into 
broad daylight and on an exxagge- 
rated scale the methods o f the 
previous stage. From silently ex­
cluding our comrades from  lead­
ing  posts they now pass on to  
removing them, from  backstairs 
gossip they now pass on to  open 
slander, f r o m  apologetically 
“ dropping”  the le ft w ing members 
from  the books a t A ltm an’s re­
quest they now pass on to  whole­
sale expulsions, from  being in  a 
more or less accidental bloc w ith  
the rig h t w ing they now pass 
on to  an open po litica l agreement 
fo r jo in t struggle against the 
le ft.

H istory presents us w ith  
pictures o f centrists in .a ll kinds 
o f compromising and ludicrous

positions, but none more prepos­
terous than the attem pt o f C lar­
ity  to  conceal th e ir po litica l 
nudity behind a sheet o f dues 
stamps. H istory has taught us 
tha t the capture o f the outward 
form s o f an organization by 
centrist maneuverers and combi- 
nationists who have been repu­
diated by. the overwhelming 
m ajority o f the membership can 
only leave them w ith  a shell that 
crumbles a t firs t touch. We can 
well a fford  to le t the C larityites 
capture the dues stamps, the 
desks, the typew riters, the fa ls i­
fie d  records; we w ill have what 
no one can steal from  us, the 
Young People’s Socialist League, 
w ith  a membership educated in 
M arxist theory and trained in the 
class struggle.

N . Y . Meeting  
Lays Basis 
F o r A ctivity

The emergency conference of 
Local New York called by the 
suspended New York branches 
on August 28, set up a provisional 
C ity Executive Committee to d i­
rect the socialist work fo r the 
coming period.

Over 350 party members were 
represented by delegates coming 
from  more than 20 branches and 
m inority  groups in  branches. 
Fraternal delegates from  Yipsel 
circles, reperesentating a m ajority 
o f the New York organization, 
were also present.

A fte r a report and discussion, 
the Conference unanimously 
adopted the fo llow ing resolution: 

The Altman-Thomas faction, in 
order to carry through its  plans 
to  liquidate the Party as an in ­
dependent po litica l force, has 
utilized its  position in  the Ad­
m inistration o f Local New York 
to  sp lit the Party. Acting through 
an illega lly  constituted rump C ity 
Central Committee, in defiance of 
the Party Statutes and the w ill 
o f Jhe membership, i t  has ‘ex­
pelled’ more than a hundred and 
th irty  le ft w ing members and 
rlifted the charters o f le ft wing 
branches. The National Executive 
Committee, in  spite o f its  fam il­
ia rity  fo r many months w ith  the 
situation in  Local New York, has 
taken no step to  put an end to 
th is gross and bureaucratic vio­
la tion o f the righ ts o f the party 
members by the Altman-Thomas 
faction.

“ In  order, therefore, to  defend 
and advance our rights and duties 
as revoiutoinary Socialists, th is 
Conference o f regularly elected 
delegates from  branches o f Local 
New York herewith decided to  
set up the necessary and proper 
apparatus in  order to  fu llf ill our 
socialist tasks.

“ We demand from  the fo rth ­
coming meeting o f the N a tiona l' 
Executive Committee the un-1 
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By Felix Morrow
Santander, last Biscay port o f 

the Loyalists, was surrendered on 
August 26 by the Basque general 
ta ff w ithout the slighetst attempt 

to  defend it. Santander fe ll in to  
the hands o f Franco intact, its  
port and factories ready fo r use 
by the Fascists. The same th ing  
had happened in  Reinosa, manu­
factu ring  town and key to Sant­
ander’s defenses, a few days 
earlier. Instead o f war to the 
death against fascism, the Negrin 
government’s appointees miserab­
ly  capitulated. Not even the m ilit­
ary supplies were destroyed. Even 
before the fascist troops arrived 
in Santander, yesterday’s “ loyal 
republican police” , the National 
Republican Guards, as well as 
armed fascist civilians, were 
patroling the streets and disarm­
ing A sturian m ilitiam en.

A  revealing lig h t is thrown on 
the conduct o f the Basque 
Government by a Times dispatch 
o f August 25:

“ A t the tim e o f the fa ll o f 
Bilbao the Basques freed a ll 
th e ir hostages except seven­
teen. Now these are considered 
to be in  the gravest peril as 
the Basques adm it th a t i t  is no 
longer possible to  protect them 
from  extrem ist elements (the 
A sturian m iners) in  Santander. 
“ When the B ritish  Embassy 
agreed to  take o ff the hostages 
i t  would also evacuate the- 
Basques who have been guard­
ing them as w ell as any re­
m aining members o f the Bas­
que Government...

“ I t  is hoped tha t the whole 
maneuver w ill be carried out 
before the more violent elements 
in Santander are aware of what 
is happening.”

Play Fascist Game
The next day the B ritish  battle­

ship "K e ith ” , w ith  Basque and 
Fascist representatives aboard, 
“ rescued” the Basque officials 
and the seventeen fascists! Ins­
tead o f going to the Asturian 
port, G ijon, to which the rea. 
fighters against fascism were 
sailing fo r a last stand agains- 
Franco, the Basque President. 
Aguirre, and his cohorts, prefer- 
ed to  leave Spain, paying fo r the 
voyage by releasing seventeen 
im portant Fascist prisoners! 
Such is the qua lity o f the “ anti­
fascism” o f the libera l bour­
geoisie.

That the Basque bourgeoisie 
would not figh t to the death 
against Franco was apparent as 
early as September, 1936, when 
they abandoned the factories o f 
San Sebastian in tact to the enemy. 
The same th ing has happened in 
the case o f every c ity  in  the 
Biscay provinces. Rather than 
conduct an intransigeant struggle 
involving demolition o f bourgeois 
factories and buildings, the bour­
geoisie preferred to  abandon the 
cities, one by one. Property was 
more sacred to them than the 
struggle against fascism. I f  the 
property were destroyed, i t  would 
be irre trievab ly lost. But i f  they 
surrendered i t  in tact and Franco 
was victorious, Franco, believing 
in  private property, would certain­
ly  want to  conciliate the property- 

(Continued on page 5)
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A. F. of L. Endorses La Guardia
Mayor Rejects 

Endorsement 
of Stalinists

Under the leadership of the 
notorious Joe Ryan and President 
George Meany, the state conven­
tion of the A. F. of L. unanimous­
ly  endorsed the candidacy of La 
Guardia, while i t  voted down all 
resolutions fo r unity or concilia­
tion w ith the C.I.O. This combi­
nation of actions is not accidental. 
La Guardia’s police have endear­
ed themselves to the reactionaries 
by slugging C.I.O. maritime and 
shipyard strikers. I f  C.I.O. leaders 
like Hillman and Dubinsky insist 
on supporting La Guardia, Joe 
Ryan has no objections since his 
gang is the gainer.

The A. F. of L. action was 
heartily seconded that night, 
August 26, by Earl Browder, 
whose news that the Communist 
Party would support La Guardia 
was scarcely unexpected. Browder 
applauded Norman Thomas fo r 
hieing “ busily engaged in expell­
ing from his party precisely that 
group which vociferously demands 
that he shall run fo r office at all 
costs.”

Bootlicker
Hailing the La Guardia ticket 

as “ really progressive", Browder 
declared . “ we accept that ticket 
as a matter of united fron t 
discipline and w ill do everything 
possible to help carry i t  to vic­
tory.” The press reports of 
Browder’s radio speech were 
scarcely on the streets before the 
head of the “ united fron t", 
Comrade La Guardia, repudiated 
Browder’s support, declaring the 
Communists “ w ill get no aid or 
comfort from me." Whereupon 
Browder licked the foot that 
kicked him. “ The Mayor’s state­
ment seems to be quite sensible, 
and the Communists have not ex­
pected any other attitude from 
him ,” said Browder. “ He is the 
candidate of a very broad pro­
gressive front, including the 
m ajority of the people of the city, 
and certainly could take no pther 
position.”

This is the first time in the h i­
story o f the labor movement that 
a party claimed to be in  a "united 
fro n t” while the ticket’s titu la r 
head denounced it  in the press. 
Not even a Stalinist theologian 
w ill resolve that contradiction.

Lovestone Too
Perhaps the most comical 

grouplet supporting La Guardia 
is Lovestone’s " Independent 
Communist Labor League. In 
an e ffo rt to win Com’fnunist 
workers revolted b y  th e  
People’s Front policy in Spain 
and France, Lovestone is theoreti­
cally against the Peoples Front 
His Workers Age carries a per­
tinent criticism of the fJaily 
Worker’s praise of Roosevelt’s 
Roanoke speech: “ Of what good 
are homilies on the virtues of 
democracy to the scores of thous­
ands who are being thrown o ff 
the work-relief rolls or to the 
hundreds of thousands who can- 
fio t get on? Of what good are 
polemics against Macaulay to the 
millions of workers who, as the 
hearings on the Black-Cohnery 
Bill show, are to iling long hoars 
a t starvation wages? Of what 
good are ‘learned and luminous 
lectures on history’ to the 
hapless dwellers m the rat-hole 
items o f our big dities? Of what 
good are invocations to ‘demo­
cracy and mote democracy’ to 
the .little  steel’ strikers, prose* 
luted by the federal government, 
beaten up by the state m ilitia

and shot down by the police."
But Lovestone utters not a 

word about La Guardia’s record 
on housing, strikebreaking, and 
re lief! Why the distinction bet­
ween Roosevelt and La Guardia? 
Very simple: La Guardia is now 
up fo r re-election and the labor 
bureaucrats order their cohorts 
to line up; and Lovestone hastens 
to obey.

He even criticises Thomas fo r 
saying that the A.L.P. "fa ils  to 
meet the test o f absolute inde­
pendence from capitalist parties." 
"Obviously", answers the Work­
ers Age, "this is a weak and, 
let us hope, soon-to-be-dissipated 
remnant o f the S.P.’s ‘revolu­
tionary’ pastime of confronting 
the mass movement w ith a ll sorts 
of conditions’ and ‘ultimatums”  '. 
Lovestone is against d iffering 
w ith the "mass movement"—-his 
euphemism fo r the labor burea- 
crats — whenever Hillman and 
Dubinsky crack the whip. That 
the Stalinists are perfectly cor­
rect in characterizing the elec­
toral coalition as a Peoples 
Front—on this key question of 
politics in the concrete, Lovestone 
is silent.

True to form, Lovestone joins 
the Stalinists in applauding the 
expulsion of the Trotskyists. "An 
important element in the situa­
tion -’ says Lovestone "is the 
frantic efforts the Trotskyites are 
making to hamper the party 
from  revising its sectarian a tti­
tude towards the A.L.P." He ad­
vises the " le ft socialists” that 
"the fight w ill have to be carried 
on two fronts: against the op­
portunism o f the right-wingers 
and the Stalinists." This formula 
is also that of the Zam-Tyler 
group. Since "factionalism and 
sectarianism-’ mean to Lovestone 
any opposition to La Guardia, 
concretely his advice to Zam- 
Tyler is to capitulate to Altman 
on this crucial question. Such is 
the political program of the 
Lovestoneites, toward whom the 
Zam-Tyler group is now orient­
ing.

G.P.U. IN SPAIN BUNGLES PLOT 
IN FRAMING SOCIALIST

"Trotskyist POUM Aided Fran­
co w ith  supplies, Englishman 
Reaveals,”  scream the front-page 
headlines of the Daily Worker of 
August 31.

"When Frankford discovered 
the Trotskyist Commander Kopp 
climbing over the barbed wire 
entanglement to the fascist 
trenches w ith  a patrol, the En­
glishman learned of the regular 
connection between the POUM 
officers and Franco’s. ”

WJio is this F. I. Frankford, 
Englishman, who gives such 
damning eyewitness testimony ? 
Nobody ever heard of him.' But 
the clumsy GPU agents who 
fabricated this testimony have 
blundered, as they have so often 
before. For the “ Trotskyist Com­
mander Kopp” who was in the 
habit of commuting between the 
Loyalist and Fascist trenches 
happens to be a Belgian Socialist 
whose heroic services to the labor 
movement and the Spanish strug­
gle is a matter of record. An 
interview w ith  him in the 
trenches, published in the I.L.P.' 
New Leader of August 13 gives 
the salient facts.
Georges Kapp is fo rty-five  years 
old, a member o f long standing 
in the Belgian Socialist move­
ment. When the civil war broke 
out, he was chief enginer in one 
of the largest engineering firms 
in  Belgium. In that capacity, he 
had the use of a first-class labor­
atory maintained fo r him by the 
firm  to develop his inventions. He 
now put his tra in ing as a chemist 
to good use.

I t  had been usual fo r him to 
experiment at night. He circul­
ated the story that he was try ing  
out a new machine,' perfecting it  
by the actual process of manu­
facture. Actually he manufactur­
ed the supplies fo r millions of 
rounds o f cartridges. Le ft Social­
ists organized illegal transport 
o f the materials to Paris and 
thence to Barcelona.

Kopp soon discovered that he 
was under suspicion and being 
watched by the police. He took 
leave of his four children, (his 
w ife was dead) and headed fo r the 
French frontier. The very day 
that he le ft Brussels was the 
day on which the police raided

his laboratory and issued a war­
rant fo r his arrest.

In his absence, Kopp w;is sen­
tenced by the Belgian courts to 
fifteen years at hard labor; five 
years fo r making explosives for 
a foreign power; five years for 
leaving the country without per­
mission; five years fo r joining a 
foreign army while holding a re­
servist officer rank in the Belgian 
Army.

On the Aragon front, Kopp’s
train ing soon won him the rank
of Commandant. He was twice
wounded.*

The next episode in the story 
is told by David Murray in the 
British New Leader of August 
13. During June, George Kopp 
was called to Valencia, in the 
reorganization of the m ilitia , and 
was given a new commission. He 
was appointed to one of the new 
divisions form ing on the Aragon 
front. The commission stated that 
he was a "person of every con­
fidence”—"una persona de toda 
confianza. ”

When Kopp returned to Bar­
celona on his way back to the 
front, Murray informed him that 
Kopp’s room at the hotel had 
been searched. Kopp was, ho­
wever, completely confident that 
he had nothing to be afraid of. 
He insisted on returning to his 
quarters. W jthin a few minutes 
of his arrival he was arrested, 
and s till is in ja il.

This is the man whom “ Frank­
fo rd '' and the Stalinists accuse of 
working fo r Franco!

One more "revelation" by 
"Frankford": " I  did not realize 
at the time that the rifles, ma­
chine guns and tanks which we 
had in such great quantities at 
our disposal in Barcelona were 
the very arms which we had so 
long yearned fo r at the front; 
that the real reason fo r the 
shortage of arms at the front had 
been thi3 il lic it stocking up of 
stolen aims by the POUM and 
certain anarchist elements.”

Note that here, fo r the first 
time, the Stalinists admit that 
the Aragon fron t was denuded 
of arms; hitherto they have de­
nied the CNT-POUM charges 
that arming of the Aragon front 
has been sabotaged. But the

' Stalinist alibi is that the PCUM 
I kept the arms in Barcelona. De- 
j eisive refutation of "Frankford" 
i is provided by George Orwell, 
| well-known English left-w ing 
author and a member of the I.L.P. 
Contingent on the Aragon Front. 
W riting in the August issue of 
Controversy, the Socialist forum, 
Orwell says:

"As a matter of fact the POUM 
possessed p itifu lly  few weapons 
either at the front Mr in the rear. 
During the street-fighting (of 
May) I was at all three of the 
principal strongholds of the 
POUM, the Executive Building, 
the Comite Local, and the Hotel 
Falcon. I t  is worth recording in 
detail what armaments these 
buildings contained. There were 
in all about eighty rifles, some 
of them defective, besides a few 
obsolete guns of various patterns, 
all useless because there were no 
cartridges fo r them. Of rifle  
ammunition there was about f if ty  
rounds fo r each weapon. There 
were a few cases of hand-grena- 
and no pistol ammunition. There 
were a few cases of hand-grane- 
des, but these were sent by the 
CNT after the fighting started. 
A highly-placed m ilitia  officer 
afterwards gave me his «pinion 

I that in the whole of Barcelona 
| the POUM possessed about a 
hundred and fifty  rifles anil one 

'machine-gun. This, i t  w ill be 
seen, was barely sufficient for the 
armed guards which at that time 
all parties, PSUC, POUM and 
CNT-FAI alike, placed on their 
principal buildings."

One final "revelation" of 
“ Frankford", which w ill interest 
the thousands o f New York 
needle-trades workers who know 
Harry Milton—now returning, 
finally released after strong 
workers’ protests against his 
arrest in Barcelona— as a m ili­
tant I.L.G.'W.U. member on the 
picket lines. "Frankford" darkly 
refers to "an American Trotsky­
ist going by the name of Harry 
Milton who made trips to Bar­
celona from the front with per­
mission of those who were con­
ducting activities against the 
republican government."

The GPU has blundered again, 
and what a clumsy job!

Appeal For Spanish Political Prisoners
To the Revolutionists of A ll 

Countries!
In the name o f all revolution­

ists of Spain we address you!
W ith deep indignation we de­

mand your protests against the 
reactionary suppression by the 
"liberal”  bourgeoisie and its van­
guard, the Stalinist bureaucracy.

The freedom, which the best 
comrades have rushed here to 
protect, has been changed into 
prisons of reaction.

In order to tie and bind the 
forces of the proletariat, the gov­
ernment of the Spanish Republic 
has prepared espionage trials 
a fte r the pattern of the Soviet 
Russian amalgam. Nin, Andrade, 
Gorkin w ill all he brought before 
the secret court martial. Through 
arb itrary arrests numerous com­
rades, both men and women, 
above all PciOmiSts, but also 
Anarchists, find themselves in 
Spanish prisons. The official re­
port speaks of 36© imprisonments 
mong the members of the POUM. 

But we can reckon the number 
o f innocently imprisoned at least 
!iooo. The following foreigners

are innocently suffering the 
same fate:

Georges Kopp .......... Belgium
Paul Dobler..........  Switzerland
Paul Thalman .......Switzerland
Katja Landau ..............Austria
Maurice Stevens ....... Holland
Ethel McDonald .......England
W illiam Krehm ....... Canada
Juluis K .........................  Poland
N. Foska ......................  Poland
Molinaar ....................  Holland
Duchene ......................  France
Gaston Amiral ........... France
W itte .......................... Greece
N. R. .......................... Albania
E. H ; , H . S., K. H.,
F. S.j E. K., H. L., Germany 
N. S., G. G., P. G.,
R. M., M. G., H. IW.

We cannot publish the names 
of the German comrades because 
we do not waht to endanger 
them or their relatives h i Ger­
many. We w ill gladly disclose to 
representatives of flue emigrant 
organizations or absolutely trust­
worthy persons whether certain 
persons are among the impris­
oned.

Unfortunately we could learn 
only the names of a fraction of 
the imprisoned foreigners. There 
are members of anarchist or­
ganizations, of the SFIO, of the 
Jeunesse Socialiste of France, of 
the American Socialist Party, of 
Trotsky organizations, of KPO, 
FAP, o f the sp lit-o ff group of 
SAP, of the Parti Ouvrier of 
Belgium, of the Sozialistsche 
Partei o f Switzerland, of the 
Communist League and of the 
Leagne fo r a Workers’ Party in 
the U. S. A. etc., etc., Numerous 
British comrades have already 
been released. This is explained 
by the attitude o f the British 
consul who declared that he w ill 
not allow British citizens to be 
imprisoned, in order to gather 
incrim inating evidence later. Most 
o f the Other consuls are litt le  or 
not at a ll concerned w ith  the im­
prisoned.

Workers of a ll countries! I t  
la your duty to defend the fti- 
Jiocently imprisoned, you must 
not leave i t  to the bourgeois con­
sulates.

There is a grave danger that

they w ill involve them in some 
espionage a ffa ir with which they 
have absolutely nothing to do. 
Out on the streets with demon­
strations! Protest to the repre­
sentatives of the Spanish Repub­
lic against the shameful betrayal 
of your comrades, many of whom 
have dedicated their lives to the 
cause o f the Spanish proletariat. 
Send delegations to Spain so that 
they can be convinced on the spot 
of the misdeeds of the bour­
geoisie and Stalinists. I f  you 
permit the present reactionary 
course in Republican Spain, you 
w ill be gu ilty  of the demoraliza­
tion and Weakening of our op­
position to our chief enemy, Span­
ish and international fascism.

Release the best fighters 
against Fascism! Unmask the 
real betrayers!

Down w ith the "non-interven­
tion" of Blum-Eden-Strdm!

Long live the proletarian revo­
lution of Europe!

The Committee of Bofskevik- 
Leninists of Spain (4th lnt.)J

Barcelona, July 5, 1987.
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C IO  GETS SETBACK IN STEEL; 
GOVERNMENT AIDS BOSSES

Eighteen union men are 
murdered. Hundreds more await 
tr ia l on trumped-up charges. 
Every known method o f strike­
breaking was used by “ little  
steel" to terrorize the steel work­
ers. In  spite o f the heroism of 
the rank and file, the strike is 
broken.

Since th is is the firs t serious 
setback tha t the CIO has expe­
rienced, the course of the strike 
must be carefully considered, not 
only to understand the reasons 
fo r th is defeat, but, more im ­
portant, to be able to  make con­
crete proposals which w ill help 
the steel workers to victory.

The most im portant single lesson 
to  be learned from  the h istory o f 
strikes is : “ Any strike  policy o f 
$ union Leadership tha t does not 
place its  emphasis on the fighting 

.power o f the workers, on the in ­
dependent force o f the union i t ­
se lf, is doomed in  advance to  
fa ilu re . The reason fo r th is is 
quite p la in: The capita list is not 
rea lly  affected by the strike un­
less it  stops production or hinders 
i t  so greatly tha t the employer 
begins to  feel a serious loss in 
profits and so is compelled to  
come to terms w ith  the union. 
Only the workers can exert such 
pressure, fo r only the workers 
can operate the machines. That 
is why the union leaders must 
always proceed on the basis tha t 
th e ir most powerful instrum ent 
is the union itse lf.

Government Aids the Bosses

The employer uses hired thugs, 
. the anti-union press, armed v ig il­
ante committees and other means 
too numerous to mention, but his 
most powerful instrum ent in 
breaking the strike is the govern- 
ment.The Government includes the 

. local police, the national guard, 
the courts and the local, state and 
federal adm inistrations. They a ll 
pretend to be “ neutral in  labor 
disputes," but under the pretense 
o f defending the rig h t to work, 
they always act as scabherders, 
and protect the interests o f the 
bosses.

Any policy which fa ils  to explain 
to  the workers the role played 
by the government, and talks 
about the “ community o f in terest” 
between capital and labor, must 
be fought against i f  the strike 

. is to be won. Only a policy o f 
struggle, or reliance on the m ili­
tan t figh ting  s p irit o f the work­
ers, can rea lly bring the steel 
barons to the ir knees.

Leaders Go to  Politicians

From the very firs t day o f the 
strike, i t  became increasingly 
clear that the leadership had no 
plan o f m ilita n t strugle against 
the companies. Instead o f building 
an e fficient strike  machine, they 

' spent the ir tim e in  Washington 
and Columbus lobbying w ith  
Roosevelt and Davey—begging 
them to make the companies 
sign up w ith  the CIO. Both efforts 
were fu tile . Roosevelt answered 
w ith  a “ hands o ff” policy which 
in  re a lity  meant support to  the 
Steel barons. Governor Davey 
sent the national guard to open 
the m ills and protect the scabs.

W ithout a program o f struggle, 
the union leadership was unable 
to  combat the clever offensive o f 
the bosses. As a result, a walkout 
which paralyzed every p lant o f 
the companies' involved in  seven 
states o f the country, a ffecting 
more than 70,000 workers, soon 
reached a point where a sub­
stantia l m a jo rity  o f the men had 
gone back to  work.

W hy did so many men go back 
to  work? We « inapt ca ll them 
scabs as we would o rd inarily  
brand those who w ork in  defiapee 
o f a picket line. I t  is the pressure 
Of the state forces, courts, na­

tional guard, police, and thugs, 
combined w ith  economic pressure 
from  the ir creditors which fina lly  
force honest workers back to the 
m ills. But even th is combined 
force would have been insufficient 
i f  the policies, o f the SWOC lead­
ers had not led to the demorali­
zation and confusion o f the work­
ers.

On the whole, the steel work­
ers fortunate ly do not th ink bad­
ly  o f the union; instead they feel 
tha t Governor Davey double- 
crossed them. The thought in  
nearly every steel worker’s mind 
is th a t “ the national guard broke 
the s trike .” Quite true, the na­
tional guard did break the strike. 
But who appealed to  Davey fo r 
support? Who to ld  the. workers 
tha t “ the national guard w ill 
keep the m ills closed” ? Who 
b u ilt up the illusion tha t the 
adm inistration from  Davey to 
Roosevelt favored the steel union ? 
The S. W. O. € . leaders d id !

Class collaboration Policy

The union leadership from  
P h ilip  M urray to John Mayo 
b u ilt th is illusion which com­
pletely disarmed the workers, 
leaving them helpless in  the face 
o f the national guard when it  
showed its  true colors. The policy 
o f confusing the workers as to 
the character o f the government 
—the tool o f the capitalists— 
disarms them, leaves them demo­
ralized a t the critica l moment. 
Although the CIO principle of 
industria l organization is correct 
and has succeeded in  organizing 
the masses in the basic industries 
where the c ra ft basis failed, 
nevertheless the general policy 
o f the CIO leaders is to  solve 
the workers’ d ifficu lties on the 
false basis that labor and capital 
have common interests. They 
build up the workers’ confidence 
in  the capita list government 
machine. They proceed in  a ll 
th e ir strategy, tactics and orga­
nization from  the basis that st is 
only a few “ economic roya lists” 
who are holding back from  re­
cognizing the unions and making 
the liv in g  standards o f the work­
ers so low. The workers w ill con­
tinue to pay, to suffer untold 
union proceeds in  a ll its  work 
hardships in vain, u n til the ir 
from  the basic principle tha t 
th e ir’s is an Uncompromising 
struggle going on between ca­
p ita l and the working class.

The strike  was called fo r the 
purpose o f gaining a signed con­
tra c t between the companies and 
the CIO. No demands were made 
concerning higher wages and 
shorter hours, in  spite o f the fact 
th a t the ris ing  costs o f liv in g  
ju s tify  them. The steel workers 
fo r the most pa rt had not been 
in  unions before and did not fu lly  
understand, nor was any attem pt 
made to  explain to th'em, the rea­
sons why the signing o f a contract 
was im portant. Not only the 
workers themselves but, in  part­
icu lar, the middle class, could 
not understand why the signing 
o f a contract was so im portant 
unless a demand fo r higher wages 
and better working conditions was 
also made.

Picket Lines Neglected

No attem pt whs made to  have 
the workers come to  the pieket 
line on th e ir regular sh ifts, which 
would have insured a mass picket 
line a t a ll times.. Picket captains 
were not selected u n til the th ird  
or fourth  day and there was us 
system by which these captains 
could get in  touch w ith  the 
members easily. Shrike re lie f was 
inadequate and im properly orga- 
nized. A lthough the auto workers 
in  F lin t proved how valuable a 
women’s emergency brigade can 
be, not only fo r feeding thy

pickets but also fo r picket duty, 
no organized attem pt was made 
to encourage the women to form  
a union auxilia ry o f any kind; 
and many a union man was, 
therefore, influenced by his pas­
sive w ife  to  go back to work.

Probably no other fie ld  o f ac­
tiv ity  was so neglected as the 
fie ld o f strike  pub lic ity. In  th is 
situation where the entire valley 
was paralyzed, where 35,000 steel 
workers in  Mahoning Valley, 
alone were affected, in  a com­
m unity where the entire popula­
tion  depends fo r its  existence 
d irectly or ind irectly on the steel 
m ills, no regular strike  bulletin 
was issued. Nothing, no bulletin, 
no mass meetings outside o f 
those a t picket lines, no parades, 
nothing to spike the vicious lies 
o f the company-controlled press. 
The only pub lic ity available to 
the m a jo rity  o f those affected by 
the strike  was the local news­
papers such as the Youngstown 
Vindicator. This paper carried 
on a strike-breaking policy from  
the very beginning; yet th is was 
the medium through which the 
steel worker got his news o f the 
strike. The m ajority  o f the steel 
workers did not even come to the 
picket lines, but remained at 
home and dug in  the garden, 
went fishing and only occasion­
a lly  drove down to  the pidket 
line to  see what was happening. 
Gradually many o f them suc­
cumbed to the vicious propa­
ganda.

The 3WC leaders have no ex­
cuse fo r the fa ilu re  to carry on 
th is absolutely necessary work. 
Many times they were approach­
ed by rank and file  delegations, 
w ith  resolutions from  picket 
lines but they brushed them 
aside. The answer cannot lie  in 
the ta lk  about no funds fo r i t  is 
w ell known tha t the CIO treas­
u ry  is ample to  cover the cost 
o f a strike  bulletin. The answer 
lies in  the fact tha t the whole 
policy o f the union was on the 
basis o f maneuvering w ith  Roo­
sevelt instead o f concentrating 
on the workers themselves.

To say the union members had 
no control over the strike is a 
gross understatement o f fact. 
Even the organizers in  complete 
charge o f the plants had nothing 
to  do w ith  the strike strategy, 
which was decided by the very 
top men in  the CIO. There was 
no central strike  committee of 
any kind, le t alone one elected 
by the members o f the union. 
Resolutions o r suggestions to  the 
leaders got absolutely no atten­
tion. The policy and tactics were 
decided and there was nothing the 
workers could do but carry them 
out b lind ly and hope fo r the best.

W hat can be done? I t  must 
be said quite clearly and fear­
lessly th a t the fa te  o f the steel 
union lies in  the successful dev­
elopment o f a le ft w ing in  the 
SWOC which can exert enough 
pressure to carry out a union 
policy which is in  accord w ith  
the real interests o f the workers 
—a le ft w ing which w ill make 
concrete proposals fo r the build­
ing o f the CIO in  steel.

The most im portant issues tha t 
the le ft w ing must immediately 
raise are: Democracy in  the 
union; workers’ education; elec­
ted strike  committees; the pub­
lication o f a strike  bu lle tin ; and 
a general strike  policy on the 
basis -o f a struggle program. 
Around the le ft w ing w ill crys­
ta llize  a ll the more m ilitan t, 
more in te lligen t workers who are 
in ten t on the building o f the 
union, on educating workers to 
depend only on th e ir own organ* 
ized strength.
P rocrw eiv* Steel W orkers G reof

Youngstown, Ohio

Party Locals Rally To 
The Left Wing

Two more im portant party 
locals have solidarized themselves 
w ith  the le ft wing.

By unanimous decision o f the 
membership, Local St. Louis 
County, M issouri, addressed a 
sharp le tter to the NEC, calling 
fo r an emergency national con-, 
ventkm to settle the party strug­
gle democratically. “ I f  th is is 
evidence”, i t  says o f the rig h t- 
w ing charges, “ then th is is the 
USSR in  its  latter-day aspect. . .  
The wording o f the charges 
proves that th is is a fundamental 
po litica l conflict between the 
rig h t and le ft wings o f the party 
and not an attem pt to  cleanse 
the party o f disruptive elements.” 

“\We express our unqualified 
so lidarity w ith  a ll the members 
o f the Appeal group who have 
been disciplined in  any way by 
the New York committee. Th.ey 
are our Socialist P arty comrades, 
fig h tin g  by our side to make the 
party a tru ly  revolutionary or­
ganization th a t w ill not crack or 
smash in  a critica l .time. ” 

Another unanimous decision, of 
the Central Branch o f Lehigh 
County, Pennsylvania, backed 
the le ft w ing, denouncing “ capi­
tu la tion to La Guardia and Peo­
ples Frontism ” and concluding 
tha t “ we express and pledge our 
so lidarity w ith  the expelled com­
rades and w ill aid them in  the ir 
struggles.”

Indiana Unanimous
By unanimous decision, the 

Indiana State Executive Com­
m ittee ‘ o f the party on August 
29 addressed the fo llow ing de­
mands to the NEC:

“ The State Executive Com­
m ittee o f the Socialist P arty of 
Indiana proposes and demands 
tha t:

“ 1 The N.E.C. immediately 
reverse the decisions o f the Local 
New York C ity Central Committee 
and reinstate the expelled com­
rades and guarantee to them a ll 
democratic rights.

“ 2. The N. E. C. instruct Local 
New York to conduct an inde­
pendent socialist campaign in 
the elections in  New York C ity.

“ 3. The NE.C . immediately re­
store the charter to the C alifor­
nia state organization.

“ 4. The N.E.C. issue a call fo r 
a special national convention in 
order th a t the membership may 
itse lf have the rig h t—as is its  
duty—to decide the fate o f the 
party in  the present crisis; and 
th a t in  order tha t such a special 
convention may actually repre­
sent the party membership, we 
demand the immediate reinstate­
ment« o f a ll expelled and suspend­
ed comrades and the immediate 
cessation o f the expulsion drive.

“ The State Executive Com- 
mitee o f the Socialist Party o f 
Indiana declares its  fu ll politica l, 
moral and organizational solidar­
ity  w ith  the comrades expelled 
in  New York and w ith  the state 
officers and le ft-w ing  comrades 
in  C alifornia and pledges to help 
make known to  the party  mem­
bership the sp liting  tactics o f the 
rig h t w ing and centrist combi­
nation in  New York and nation­
a lly  ”

Indianapolis Local
Local M arion County, leading 

mid-west party center, came out 
solid ly in  support o f the Appeal 
On August 23rd.

The local’s resolution follows 
in  p a rt:

“ The ra ilroading through o f 
the expulsions o f fifty -tw o  com­
rades o f the. le ft-w ing  by the
Aitman-Thomas-Valenti clique 1»
control o f the edm inistretfog o f 
Leeal New York on August 9th 
was hut a p e rt p f th# campaign 
o f the R ight-W ing to  se lf the 
party out to  La  Guardia and Use

labor bureaucrats o f the Amer­
ican Labor Party. This attempt 
to liquidate independent revolu­
tionary socialist politics, in com­
plete violation o f the party con­
s titu tion  and resolutions, could 
not be successfully carried, 
through w ith  the le ft-w ing  in  
the party. So, in  order to carry 
out th is traitorous move it  was 
necessary fo r the right-w ing  to. 
expel the le ft-w ing  who were 
vigorously opposing th is sell-out 
and exposing the sp littin g  tac­
tics o f the right-w ing  combina­
tion.

Local Marion County declares 
its  fu ll po litica l, moral and or­
ganizational so lidarity w ith  the 
comrades expelled in  New York 
and nationally.”

Local Lynn Acts
By unanimous, vote, the flo u r­

ishing industria l Lynn, Massa­
chusetts, local o f the Socialist 
Party, adopted the fo llow ing Ap­
peal resolution on August 15:

“ The Lynn Local demands the 
ca lling  o f an emergency conven­
tion  o f the Socialist Party a t 
the earliest possible date. Such 
a Convention is necesary to take 
action upon the crucial situation 
in New Y ork brought about by 
the illega l wholesale expulsions 
o f revolutionary Socialists and 
by the determ ination o f the A it­
man-Thomas-Valenti group and 
the ir supporters to line up the S. 
P. behind the libera l capita list 
candidate fo r mayor o f New 
York, La Guardia; and is neces­
sary, generally, to h a lt the de­
termined drive o f unscrupulous 
R ight-W ing elements to sp lit and 
wreck the Socialist Party na­
tiona lly. v

The Lynn local plays a leading 
role in the heart o f the New Eng­
land factory d is tric t.

On August 22, the Lynn Local 
informed the National and State 
offices o f the party th a t “ i t  con­
siders it  our duty as revolution­
ists to declare our fu ll so lidarity 
w ith  the expelled comrades and 
pledges them our unqualified sup­
port in  th e ir struggle w ith  the 
right-w ing  sp litte rs .”

Conn. Secretary
V ictor H arris, State Secretary 

o f the Socialist Party o f Connec­
ticu t, charged tha t “ the NEC re­
solution on Spain, a m ajor re­
solution, is in  vio la tion o f the 
(convention) resolution on the 
Peoples F ron t” , “ the NAC con­
cessions to Wisconsin are in  vio­
lation o f the Trade Union (con­
vention) resolution” and “ the 
NEC resolution on inner-party 
policy is in  itse lf a violation e f 
the s p irit o f democratic central­
ism.”  H arris in  his le tte r 
o f August 26 to  Roy B urt, de­
clares th a t “ when we say ‘dis­
cussion’, we do not mean, as Gqs 
Tyler apparently does, th a t the 
members ta lk  over bow to carry 
out the party line. That is a 
characteristic o f the Communist 
Party, not a democratic Socialist 
P arty.”  H arris declares h$ w ill 
fig h t fo r revolutionary Socialism 
“ w ith  the NEC i f  a t a ll possible, 
bu t against the NEC i f  i t  violates 
the p la in  mandate o f the Chicago 
convention.”

“ The principles o f revolution­
a ry Socialism,”  concludes Com- 
rude H arris, “ » u s t always he 
held higher Gian any particaiar 
group- o f men who inteppget 
them N atura lly the sincere sad 
devoted Socialist «H I th ink  tw ice 
before censuring bis loaders |» r 
G ieir arrow , fa r ho too may be 
wrong. B ut «nee Ms mind js 
made up i t  is his duty to  $gfce 
his stand fo r what ha ro m ida r
rig h t. I  have den# t $ ”
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Nanking Prepares New Defeat
(Continued from  page 1)

preserve the un ity and fortitude 
o f our armies. Our people refuse 
to  make peace on any terms, but 
w ill continue fighting  un til the 
enemy is compelled to realize the 
fu tility  o f attem pting such a 
colossa task as the conquest of 
China and the subjugation o f the 
Chinese people.”

Record of Surrender
The strategic motive advanced 

as justification fo r the Chinese 
w ithdrawal m ight be accorded 
some weight i f  i t  had not come 
from  the Nanking government, 
which has a record fo r miserable 
capitulation before Japanese im - 

. perialism  stretching back over a 
period o f six years to the Japa­
nese seizure o f .Mukden on Sep­
tember 18,1931. When the armies 
« f Japanese im perialism  were 
completing th e ir conquest o f 
Manchuria (quite a sizeable “ te r­
rito ria l dent” ), Nanking an­
nounced a policy o f “ long-tim e 
resistance”  but did not l i f t  a 
finger to  defend the vast north­
eastern te rrito ry . When Japan 
struck a t Shanghai in  the opening 
weeks o f 1932, the Nanking 
government fled  in  indecent haste 
to  Loyang, capital o f .Honan pro­
vince, fa r from  the. devastating 
fu ry  o f Japanese a rtille ry  and 
bombing planes. The theory o f 
“ long-tim e” resistance was tw is t­
ed into the theory o f “ long­
distance” resistance, w ith  the 
government declaring it  would 
fig h t Japan, even i f  it  had to re­
trea t to  Kansu and Shensi in 
order to  do it !  The heroic resis­
tance o f the 19th Route A rm y to 
the Japanese invaders a t Shanghai 
was spiked by Nanking from  the 
rear and ended in  trag ic defeat. 
Shanghai was dem ilitarized.

“Resistance”
In  February, 1933 Nanking’? 

long-tim e, long-distance resistan­
ce policy, which meant leaving 
thousands o f poorly^armed, ill-  
fed and unclothed masses o f 
provincial soldiers in  the path o f 
the Japanese advance, enabled 
Japanese imperialism  to  add 
Jehol to  the empire i t  had seized 
in  Manchuria. Despite topogra­
phical factors which added to the 
d ifficulties o f the attackers, 
Japan’s armies conquered the 
province in  a campaign which 
lasted barely eight days. The 
Jehol campaign was followed in 
May o f the same year by the 
Japanese seizure o f the Luan 
R iver region in  Hopei province. 
The sporadic figh ting  in  th a t area 
was fo rm a lly concluded by the 
Tangku Truce, signed May 9, the 
fu ll terms o f which have never 
been disclosed to th is day. This 
“ truce” resulted in  the “ dem ilita­
riza tion”  o f 24 d istricts, comp­
ris in g  a region o f roughly 1,500 
square miles, in  the region o f 
the Great W all- Japanese impe­
ria lism  continued to  press fo r­
ward and in  June, 1935 engineered 
the Ho-Umetsu Agreement where­
by a ll Nanking government troops 
were to  be excluded from  Hopei 
province. Although Ho Y ing- 
ching, the Chinese signatory, was 
M inister o f W ar in  the Nanking 
government and Nanking’s o ffi­
c ia l deputy in  N orth China, 
Nanking1 declared i t  did not “ re­
cognize”  the agreement but le t 
i t  go a t that. Ho was not repu­
diated nor excluded from  the 
government. The uncontested 
Japanese seizure o f Manchuria, 
the surrender o f Shanghai, 
the miserable “ defense” o f Jehol, 
tiie  traitorous Tangku and Ho- 
.Umetsu agreements—a ll these 
paved the way fo r Japan’s latest 
m ilita ry  campaign in N orth China 
and a t Shanghai.

The agreement which brought 
to  a fo rm al close the hostilities

at Shanghi in 1932 provided fo r 
the dem ilitarization o f a 12-mile 
zone around Shanghai. Japan has 
made i t  clear th a t a t the conclu­
sion o f the latest undeclared war 
Chinese troops are to  be excluded 
from  a zone o f much w ider radius. 
P ractically a ll o f the Hongkew, 
Yangtzepoo and Chapei d istricts 
/hich form  northeastern Shanghai 
are now held by Japan’s forces 
and i t  is not un likely th a t these 
w ill become-a Japanese “ conces­
sion.” The conquest o f Hopei and 
Chahar, inevitably to be followed 
by seizure o f the Inner Mongolian 
provinces o f Suiyuan and N ingh- 
sia, w ill provide Japan w ith  an 
im portant flanking  base fo r fu tu ­
re attack on the Mongolian 
People’s Republic, and, u ltim ately, 
Soviet Siberia.
i Nanking’s “ resistance” 1» 
Japan’s latest empire push is 
calculated, not as a serious war 
fo r the preservation or assertion 
o f China’s independence, but as 
the m inimum necessary to  retain 
the leadership o f the Chinese 
bourgeoisie; to  s ta ll o ff mass op­
position to  the treachery o f the 
.uomintang regime, and to ju s tify  

the confidence o f Anglo-American 
im perialism  to  the end th a t a 
“ new deal” tpay be struck w ith  
Japan a t a propitious moment. 
The mood o f surrender has ani­
mated Nanking from  the very 
outset o f the hostilities, which 
began in  N orth China and only 
la te r extended to  Shanghai. I t  is 
underlined by the declaration o f 
the Nanking spokesman, in  par­
ticu la r the statement tha t Japan 
is to be maneuvered in to  drawing 
out her lines fo r a costly and 
possibly disastrous campaign in ­
land. A  government seriously 
bent on defense would never dis­
close its  -strategy to the enemy. 
Intended to  deceive? But i t  coin­
cides w ith  the actual retreat 
o f Chinese troops from  the 
Shanghai area and the weakening 
o f Chinese opposition to Japan

French Peoples 
Front

France’s Peoples Front Govern­
ment last week decreed higher 
prices fo r wheat and bread, the­
reby increasing the cost o f liv ­
ing o f the masses.

W ith  price-control vested in 
';he government, the cost o f bread 
has always been an im portant 
po litica l issue since, even more 
than in  America, bread is the 
basic workers’ food. The Social­
is t and Communist parties have 
trad itiona lly  fought against ra is­
ing the price.

The present raise, however, is 
made by a cabinet in  which 
Socialists s it, and under blanket 
emergency powers voted to  the 
government by the Chamber o f 
Deputies on June 30, w ith  the 
Communist party deputies voting 
fo r these powers.

The dominating figure in  the 
cabinet, M in ister of Finance and 
National Economy, George Bon­
net, has embarked on a bold 
reactionary program to wipe out 
a ll benefits gained by the workers 
from  the Forty-H our Week Law. 
T h i r t e e n  employer-employee 
committees established by him  
are scheduled to report to  the 
forthcom ing parliamentary ses­
sion a program of speed-up in 
the factories.

“ W hat M. Bonnet is setting out 
to do is to try  to change the 
s p irit and temper o f the worker 
and to get him  to realize tha t 
shorter hours and paid holidays, 
o f which he has been taking fu ll 
advantage, cannot be maintained 
unless he puts a ll his strength 
into his job while he is working.” 
(New York Times, August 29).

in  N orth China! Moreover, there 
is nothing to show tha t Japan 
has embarked or ever intended 
to embark on any such suicidal 
venture as the attempted con­
quest o f a ll China by a single, 
continuous m ilita ry  campaign. 
Japan’s policy has been, and re­
mains, the gradual carving o f a 
continental empire from  the liv ­
ing body o f Asia, the theory o f 
the Japanese im perialists being 
th a t each sudcessive te rrito ria l 
conquest renders more d ifficu lt, 
and u ltim ate ly w ill make impos­
sible, any serious resistance. Yet 
i t  is precisely on the theory tha t 
Japan is now try in g , a t one fe ll 
swoop, as i t  were, to  subjugate 
a ll China, th a t Nanking predi­
cates its  policy o f long-tim e, 
long-distance resistance, in  other 
; wards, a  long-drawn-out w ar o f 
a ttr it ion! Here we have, the 
[unmistakable form ula o f capitula­
tion.

Nanking not Serious
Viewing from  a fa r the struggle 
now being waged in  China one 
cannot help being struck by the 
inequality o f the contending 
forces. Backward China faces 
im peria list Japan. But even more 
s trik in g  is the fa c t th a t the 
figh ting  in  China is taking place 
a fte r the fashion o f a staged 
drama, w ith  the vast Chinese 
populace as spectators—specta­
tors moreover, who are not in - 
frequentely drawn into the role 
o f passive victim s o f the contend­
ers. Here we get the measure o f 
Nanking’s seriousness in  the 
conduct o f the war. I f  Nanking, 
governing a country m ilita rily  
superior to  im p e ria lis t. Japan 
only in  the sheer weight o f its  
vast population, intended serious- 
y  to  fig h t fo r China’s liberation 

from  im perialism , i t  would ex­
tend the struggle to  a ll possible 
fron ts  and system atically draw 
the c iv ilian  masses in to  the battle. 
A rm ing the masses fo r the 
struggle, i t  would answer the 
attacks o f Japanese imperialism  
not only by m ilita ry  measures, 
but by severance o f diplom atic 
relations w ith  Tokyo, fo llow ing 
th is up by decrees confiscating 
a ll Japanese concessions, banks, 
factories, real estate and other 
properties in  China—in  word, by 
a rea l defensive and offensive 
w ar. Measures such as these 
(countless others could be sug­
gested) would evoke tremendous 
mass enthusiasm and ca ll fo rth  
international proletarian solid­
a rity  fo r China’s cause. A  strug­
gle along the lines indicated, 
w ith  a ll available forces brought 
in to  action, would almost certa inly 
spell defeat fo r the im perialists 
o f Dai Nippon.

But Nanking, keeping one eye 
cocked fo r a “ compromise” w ith  
Japan, has carefu lly refrained 
from  taking  any o f those irrevoc­
able measures which a state o f 
w ar demands and which pose 
inescapably the alternatives o f 
either complete v ic to ry or defeat 
w ith  no middle course o f “ com­
promise” le ft open. Nanking 
fears the Chinese masses more 
than i t  does the hosts o f im perial 
Japan. W ith  the la tte r a “ com­
promise” is always possible; the 
Chinese masses m ight want to  go 
“ too fa r ” and confiscate a ll 
bourgeois property, foreign and 
native. Tokyo has been equally 
Icareful to  avoid a form al war 
declaration. The Japanese impe­
ria lis ts  have a live ly  appreciation 
o f the advantages o f undeclared 
warfare. They realize th a t a fo r ­
m al w ar declaration would give 
Nanking no choice but to  respond 
in  kind. In  a real w ar, w ith  the 
entire Chinese nation mobilized 
fo r the struggle, Nanking would 
be risking  its  own existence, but 
defeat fo r Japan would be pract­
ica lly  certain. Tokyo understands

quite well that Nanking is play­
ing Japan’s game by restricting  
the Chinese defense to m ilita ry  
action by professional armies and 
preventing th a t enlargement o f 
the campaign by which alone 
victo ry can be assured.

B rita in , U . S. Tied
Nanking’s acceptance o f Wash­

ington’s proposal to settle Sino- 
Japanese issues “ peacably”  on the 
basis o f a w ithdraw al o f both 
Tapanese and Chinese troops from  
he Shanghai area, coinciding w ith  

Nanking's announcement o f the 
Conclusion o f a non-aggression 
pact w ith  Moscow, and Chiang 
Kai-shek’s appeal fo r im perial­
is t intervention a g a i n s t  
J a p a n ’ s is fresh indica­
tion  o f the Chinese bourgeoisie’s 
lade o f confidence in  its  a b ility  
to  beat o ff the attacks o f the 
Japanese im perialists. In  line 
w ith  its  policy o f the last six 
; years, i t  naively hopes fo r in te r­
vention by Japan’s im perialist 
riva ls, by Soviet Russia, o r both. 
But Washington, pending comple­
tion  o f its  armament program, is 
in  no haste to try  conclusions 
w ith  Japan, while B rita in , despite 
the shooting-up o f its  ambassador 
by Japanese machine gunners, is 
too preoccupied w ith  preserving 
its  domination in  the M editerra­
nean to  challange Japan’s latest 
onslaughts in  China. The Stalin 
government, counter-revolution­
a ry to  the core, w ill never aid 
China in  her struggle fo r national 
liberation unless such aid should 
happen to  coincide w ith  the inte­
rests o f the Soviet bureaucracy. 
Moscow’s conclusion o f a non­
aggression pact w ith  Nanking is 
merely a diplom atic move de­
signed to  hinder bourgeois China 
from  becoming the a lly  o f impe­
ria lis t Japan in  a fu tu re  war 
against Soviet Russia.

I t  becomes ever clearer that 
Only a revolutionary government 
p f the Chinese pro le taria t, sup­
ported by the poor peasants and 
a ll the oppressed, and assisted by 
the international working-class, 
can w in China’s freedom from  
im peria list rape and domination. 
Unless the exploited Chinese 
masses, ra lly in g  to the demand 
fo r arms to  repulse the im perial­
is t invaders, succeed in  interven­
ing in  the present struggle, Japan 
w ill emerge from  the war w ith  
new te rrito ria l conquests.

N. Y. Meeting 
Plans Activity

(Continued from  page 1)
conditional reinstatement o f the 
expelled branches and indivdual 
comrades, the repudiation o f the 
illega l A ltm an Central Commit­
tee, and the immediate convoca­
tion o f a c ity  convention on a 
fa ir, democratic, and proportional 
basis.

“ We call upon a ll Party bodies 
and a ll P arty members to  soli- 
darize themsehfes w ith  us and 
w ith  our action, and to  jo in  w ith  
us in  our determ ination to  carry 
through the great task o f build­
ing in  th is  country a revolution­
ary socialist pa rty .”

The Conference adopted a se­
ries o f organizational proposals 
to  be executed by the provisonal 
C ity  Executive Committee. A- 
mong them, reg istra tion o f mem­
bership and reorganization of 
branches, conference o f trade 
union and unemployed comrades 
to organize Socialist leagues, 
c ity  and local mass meetings on 
Spain, Moscow Tria ls, and the 
local election campaign. The 
Committee was also instructed to 
work out plans fo r an indepen- 
det Socialist m ayoralty campaign.

The Conference endorsed the

Scottsboro 
Defense in 
Phony Deal
That the Scottsboro defense 

made a “ deal” w ith  the prosecu­
tion, involving cessation o f a ll a t­
tempts to release fo u r o f the 
prisoners, was the assertion made 
by Judge W. W. Callahan in  re­
fusing new tria ls  to three defen­
dants on August 28.

A  “ hard and fast agreement” 
made in  Ju ly provided release o f 
fo u r men and w aiving capital 
punishment fo r the others 
and no fu rthe r appeals o f 
the ninety - nine year sen* 
tences o f Heywood Patterson 
and Charlie Weems, according to  
the judge. This is the firs t of­
fic ia l disclosure th a t such a deal 
was made.

When Samuel L iebow iti, chief 
defense attorney, advised Ozie 
Powell to  plead g u ilty  to  a charge 
o f “ assault w ith  in ten t to  k ill“ , 
Powell was sentenced by Judge 
Callahan to  serve tw enty years, 
and the prosecution immediately 
thereafter quashed the fo u r re­
m aining indictments. I t  looked 
like  an unprincipled deal. Powell 
had been maltreated by a deputy 
sh e riff and, provoked unbearably, 
had defended him self w ith  a 
kn ife ; a t the tim e the Scottsboro 
Defense Committee had promised 
to  defend him  uncompromisingly; 
but when Liebowitz abandoned'' 
him  to  Alabama justice the 
Scottsboro committee gave Lieb­
ow itz a clean b ill o f health, or­
ganizing a monster mass meet­
ing a t which he was chief speak­
er.

M orris Shapiro, secretary o f 
the Scottsboro committee and 
Norman Thomas’ representative 
on it, published an article  in The 
Nation adm itting tha t Lieb­
ow itz had made a deal w ith  
the prosecution whereby three 
defendants would plead g u ilty  to 
simple assault but claimed tha t 
Judge Callahan had refused to  
sanction the agreement. Shapiro’s 
fla t acceptance o f the orig inal 
agreement—a method o f “ de­
fense" which violates the most 
elementary principles o f class 
struggle defense policy— gives 
credence to Judge Callahan’s 
present assertion.

Soon a fte r the mass meeting 
a t which Liebowitz revealed de­
ta ils  o f the firs t deal, persons 
active in  early phases o f the 
case called upon the Scottsboro 
Defense Committee to comment 
upon Liebow itz’ handling o f the 
case and to indicate the com­
m ittee’s fu tu re  stand. The Com­
m ittee remained silent, but 
brought Osmond K . Fraenkel to  
appeal the case o f N orris, Weems 
and Andy W right. No appeal ap­
pears to have been filed yet on 
behalf o f Heywood Patterson. 
Since he pleaded g u ilty  under 
Liebow itz’ instruction. O z i e  
Powell has no fu rth e r legal re­
course.

The labor movement w ill not 
be satisfied w ith  a fla t denial 
o f Judge Callahan’s assertion. I t  
is tim e to take the lid  o ff the 
Scottsboro case and le t us have 
the tru th  and the whole tru th . 
Norman Thomas is d irectly in ­
volved, and through him  the 
National Executive o f the Social- 
its  Party. Did they approve the 
orig inal deal? W hat do they 
know about the Ju ly deal? The 
party  membership has a rig h t to  
know.

Socialist Appeal as its  o ffic ia l 
organ and decided to launch a 
campaign fo r subscriptions. Each 
member must be a subscriber to 
the Appeal. In  addition each' 
member is to get a t least one 
additional subscription w ith in  
one month.

The name o f the organization 
is to be Local New York, Social­
is t Party (L e ft W ing Branches).
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Basque Chiefs 
Fear Workers

(Continued from  page 1)

owners when the war was over, 
even i f  they had been on the
wrong side fo r a tim e.... A part
from  th is certain prospect, there 
may even have been an under­
standing on th is point w ith  

'F ranco; fo r the absolute uniform ­
ity  o f the Basque policy o f sur- 
redering a ll industria l cities in ­
ta c t has no counterpart in  any 
modem war, not to  speak o f c iv il 
wars!

Double Treachery
The “ iron  rin g ” defending 

Bilbao had been b u ilt months 
previously under the direction o f 
an engineer who had shortly 
escaped to  fascist te rrito ry . The 
fascists, then, had the plans o f 
the fo rtifica tions and could s k irt 
and fla nk  them, as they actually 
did. But the treachery o f the en­
gineer was only made public a fte r 
the fascists had broken through 
the fo rtifica tions; i t  was then 
adduced as the a lib i o f the Basque 
government. But months had in ­
tervened since his flig h t. Why 
was nothing done to  construct a 
new system o f fo rtifica tions in  the 
in terim  1

Furtherm ore, no offensive was 
begun on the central fro n t to force 
Franco to  d ive rt troops from  the* 
Basque fron t. Nor were airplanes 
sent from  Madrid, then quiet, to 
defend Bilbao. Why? Had the 
N egrin government inform ation 
which made i t  certain th a t Bilbao 
would surrender ? Was it ,  per­
haps, a p a rty  to  the decision? 
C ertainly no other hypothesis 
explains the passivity o f the 
N egrin Government during the 
march on Bilbao during June. 
The S ta lin ist a lib i that the Negrin 
cabinet (established May 17) had 
not had tim e to  organize a 
campaign on the M adrid or 
Aragon fron ts is absurd on the 
face o f it ;  no m ilita ry  man worth 
his sa lt would deny th a t three 
weeks—not to  speak o f prepara­
tions by the Caballero cabinet in 
which the Prieto-bourgeois- 
S ta lin ist forces had the command­
ing  voice—was enough to orga­
nize a large-scale offensive.

Our suspicions are completely 
justified  by the manner in  which 
Bilbao surrendered. No attem pt 
was made to  defend the c ity . Not 
a' single facto ry o r w harf was 
damaged by fascist shells before 
its  fa ll. The A sturian miners 
managed to dynamite some o f the 
bridges; but when they sought 
to  destroy supplies which were 
being le ft behind, and factories 
m anufacturing w a r -  m aterials, 
they were driven out o f the c ity  
a t gun-point, o r, worse, disarmed 

.b y  National Republican Guards 
and Basque soldiers o f the regular 
arm y and held so th a t they m ight 
fa ll in to  the hands o f the fascists! 
The Guards “ maintained order” 
u n til Franco’s forces arrived; 
patrolled the streets while the 
fascist troops marched in ; then 
most o f them donned C arlist red 
berets and went to work fo r 
Franco!

These unquestioned facts do 
not come from  any private source. 
Most o f them were reported by 
the regular news-correspondents, 
including the London Times’ G. 
L . Steer, a Loyalist sympathizer. 
N either here nor abroad did the 
S talin ists deny these facts. They 
“ ignored" them as did the Negrin 
government. W ith the result that 
the Basque Government has con- 
■umated its  treachery by s im il­
a rly  surrendering Santander and 
fleeing the country. This outcome 
was inevitable: fo r the "lib e ra l" 
bourgeoisie has no basic stake in 
figh ting  fascism. As agents and 
partners o f B ritish  and French

capital in  Spain, the Basque 
bourgeoisie had no enthusiasm 
fo r jo in ing  Franco, w ith  his 
German and Ita lian  commitments. 
But more than they hated Franco, 
they hated the masses o f the 
UGT and CNT. They supported 
Prieto and the S talinists in  re­
constructing the bourgeois state, 
in  depriving the workers o f the 
conquests they had won in  crush­
ing the fascists in  the chief cities. 
But despite a ll repressions, the 
bourgeoisie had no guarantees 
th a t a v icto ry over Franco would 
not galvanize the workingclass 
into taking  complete . power. 
Against th is eventuality only 
Franco could guarantee them.

Nothing Learned
N either the treachery o f the 

Basque bourgeoisie, nor the con­
tinued blockade of Franco and 
English imperialism , serve to 
convince the bourgeois-Prieto- 
S ta lin ist bloc tha t th e ir course is 
false. Nothing can convince the 
Peoples F ro n t’ coalition o f th is. 
They are determined to w in, i f  at 
a ll—and not a few  o f the govern­
ment leaders prefer a compromise 
w ith  Franco to  the possible dan­
gers o f proletarian . power a fte r 
v ic to ry —ron the basis 'o f  so 
thoroughly consolidating a bour­
geois regime that Anglo-French 
im perialism , reassured, w ill come 
to  th e ir aid.

The most s trik in g  confirmation 
o f th is is seen on the Aragon 
fron t. The Catalan m ilitias , pre­
dom inantly CNT, and w ith  ten 
thousand P O U M  m ilitiam en 
among them, made the most im ­
portant m ilita ry  gains in  the firs t 
months o f war. They re-conquered 
almost a ll Aragon and immobi­
lized Zaragoza, seat o f one o f the 
biggest garrisons and heavily 
fo rtifie d , which was to have been 
fo r the fascists what Burgos was 
fu rth e r west. Once the fascists 
began receiving arms and planes 
from  abroad, however, the i l l ­
armed CNT-POUM m ilitias could 
not take Zaragoza w ithout planes 
and a rtille ry . But they received 
none o f these materials which 
were a rriv ing  from  Russia, 
Mexico and other sources. W hile 
the C iv il Guards, Assault Guards 
and Carabineros (who were not 
sent to  the fron t, but were used 
to  “ preserve order” by cowing 
the workers) were armed w ith  
brand-new Russian rifle s , auto­
m atic pistols, machine guns and 
a rtille ry , and fleets o f warplanes 
stood idle on the M adrid fro n t 
between offensives, the Aragon 
m ilitias  had worn-out Mauser 
rifle s , one machine-gun to f if ty  
men and one revolver to  about 
th irty  men. “ A  Government which 
sends boys-of fifteen to  the fro n t 
w ith  rifle s  fo rty  years old, and 
keeps its  biggest men and newest 
weapons in  the rear, is m anifestly 
more a fra id  o f the revolution 
than o f the fascists. Hence the 
feeble war-policy o f the past six 
months, and hence the compromise 
w ith  which the war w ill almost 
certa inly end,” w rites George 
Orwell, soldier w ith  the I.L.P . 
contingent on the Aragon fron t.

W ar Sabotaged
When Santander fe ll and the 

government sought to  make a 
showing by in itia tin g  the present 
Aragon offensive, the main forces, 
those o f the CNT, were not en­
trusted w ith  the a rtille ry ; in ­
stead, some “ International B riga­
des”—Stalinist-led—were given 
the a rtille ry  and machine-guns 
while the CNT troops manned the 
trenches w ith  the ir inadequate 
weapons. As a result, the offens­
ive never developed any power.

W hile the war is thus sabo­
taged, the government continues

Mc Grady Lands 
Job as Radio 

Company Boss
Edward F. McGrady, Assis­

ta n t Secretary o f Labor, form er 
president o f the Newspaper 
P rin ting  Pressmen’s Union, of 
the Boston Central Labor Union 
and o f the Massachusetts Fede­
ra tion  o f Labor, and fo r fourteen 
years thereafter the legislative 
agent o f the A . F. o f L ., is re­
signing to  become vice-president 
o f the Radio Corporation o f 
America, “ in  charge o f labor re­
lations.”

McGrady is distinguished from  
the other “ Labor leaders”  toge­
ther w ith  whom he ruled the des­
tin ies o f the organized working 
class fo r decades, only by his su­
perior vigor and shrewdness. 
For nearly two decades he deter­
mined the Ah F. o f L .’s policy 
toward legislation. That he new 
drops a ll pretense o f serving la­
bor and becomes viee-presideut 
Of one o f the biggest employing 
corporations, is  a revealing in­
sigh t into the class-outlook of 
the men who dominate the Ame­
rican labor movement. They are 
in  the old American radical’s 
phrase, “ the labor lieutenants o f 
American capitalism .”

unabated the reactionary offensive 
against the pro le ta ria t. Another 
POUM leader has been killed, 
th is tim e by “ lega l” execution: 
Mena, P o litica l Commissioner o f 
the POUM m ilitias  a t Lerida, 
charged w ith  “ inc iting  to  revo lt.” 
The French press, w ith  the ex­
ception o f L ’Humanite report this.

Even more significant is the 
arrest o f Joaquin Ascaso, pres­
ident o f the Council o f Aragon. 
Ascaso form ed the Council . in  
September, 1936 and shortly 
thereafter i t  was enlarged to 
include representatives o f the 
Popular Front parties, but i t  re­
mained predominantly CNT in 
composition. I t  organized on a 
collective basis the economic life  
o f re>-conquered Aragon and made 
possible provisioning o f the 
Aragon fro n t by the neighboring 
villages.

W ith  the establishment o f the 
Negrin government on May 17 a 
rabid campaign was organized 
against the Aragon Council. Stal­
in is t spokesmen, a t the -PSUC 
Congress in  Barcelona a t the end 
o f Ju ly, openly called fo r a répé­
titio n  o f the Barcelona repression 
in  Aragon. A ll attempts to orga­
nize a strong S ta lin ist movement 
w ith in  Aragon fa iled, fo r the 
peasants are in  favor o f the col­
lectives. Now the government 
has struck from  outside. Ascaso 
is  held on the preposterous 
charge o f “ embezzling jewels.” 
A lthough only th irty  years «Id, 
Ascaso is one o f the most popular 
CNT leaders.

Thus the War against fascism 
is sabotaged by the government, 
while the la tte r incessantly wars 
against the revolutionary work­
ers.

Admiral's Vote
Sandwiched in  between the 

chauvinistic speech o f a Rear 
Adm iral and the smug prayer o f 
a naval chaplain, was none other 
than F iorello H. La Guardia, at 
the launching o f the new cruiser 
in  the Brooklyn Navy Yard last 
Thursday. The naval officers gave 
him  a genuinely enthusiastic 
welcome to  the launching party.

As the ship down the ways, 
the loudest cheers of. a ll came 
from  litt le  F iorello.

I f  the Mayor should ever get 
his dates mixed and read a boiled 
sh irt speech to  an overralled 
audience, some o f his naive sup­
porters would get jarred out of 
th e ir seats.

EXPULSION DRIVE IS 
UNDERWAY IN MASS.

A lfred  Baker Lewis has filed 
charges against the 7 Appeal 
members o f the State Executive. 
The specific charge was tha t they 
jo in tly  signed a statement in  the 
name o f The Appeal Associa­
tion which “ condemned and re­
jected”  the gag rules and the 
Spanish resolution o f the N.E.C. 
The 7 members are: John H all, 
John Dwyer, Wm. Adam, W alter 
B irch, Antoinette Konikow, Au­
gustus Mason and Lawrence 
Trainor. Charges were filed also 
against David Udell, o f the Ap­
peal, fo r sta ting a t an S.E.C. 
meeting th a t “we want to  drive 
a wedge between the C.I.O. leader­
ship and the ranlc-and-file.”

Comrades Dwyer and Adam, 
members o f over 6 years’ stand­
ing, w ill be idle firs t two who 
w ill feel tiie  tra ito r’s axe, as 
Dwyer is a member-at-large and 
Adam is a member o f Worcester 
local where the m a jo rity  o f the 
activists are Appealites, but fo r 
figh ting  against Socialist p rin ­
ciples the dead-wood w ill be 
rounded up. Lewis named two 
members o f his stooge S.E.C. 
m a jority  to  s it on the tr ia l board 
try in g  Dwyer: Pineo, who has 
been on Lewis’ personal pie-card 
payroll fo r years, and M ary Dick­
son, a Fabian Socialist profes-' 
sor, who has stated tim e and 
tim e again tha t she wants the 
Left-w ing expelled.

The rem aining five w ill have to 
be tried  in  th e ir Locals which are 
so lid ly Left-w ing, namely Lynn 
and Boston Central.

This is the firs t decisive a t­
tem pt by Lewis to sp lit the Mass. 
Socialist Party. Needless to say, 
over 90% o f a ll active members 
are Appealites and regardless o f 
the expulsion drive, we shall con­
tinue to solidarize ourselves w ith  
a ll those expelled and refuse to 
recognize any expulsions.

Lewis Pays fo r Votes

How the R ight w ing gathers 
up the necessary amount o f dead- 
wood is revealed in  a le tte r o f 
Ju ly 14 which Lewis sent to  two 
ex-members o f the p a rty :

“ Joe Salerno,
Charlotte Marchese,
5 Conduit Street,
Lawrence, Mass.

Dear Comrades:
I  earnestly hope th a t you w ill 

both re-register fo r membership 
in  the Socialist Party.

I  am enclosing check which I 
hope you w ill cash and send in 
fo r your back dues which are 
now a fu ll year in  arrears each. 
I  want you to  do th is  as there 
has been criticism  o f you by the 
TVotskyites, and I  have no pa­
tience w ith  th a t sort o f vicious 
critic ism  knowing the services 
which you have given to  the Par­
ty  in  the past.

One o f th e ir criticism s, which 
is technically correct, is th a t you 
have not kept in  good standing. 
I  know your situation and I  am 
taking th is method o f helping 
you to  keep in  good standing.

I  would appreciate hearing 
from  you.

Fraternally yours,
A lfred Baker Lewis”

The Last Supper
The kiss o f Judas was no 

sweeter than the “ in tim ate ’ , 
“ frie n d ly ” invita tion  extended by 
the Lewis old-ladies’ expulsion 
club to  John Dwyer. W ith  no 
fu rth e r comment, we publish in 
fu ll the chatty epistle inv itin g  
him  to  have his head chopped o ff! 
Dear Comrade Dwyer:

“ I ’m sorry about the change 
in  the date o f the ‘hearing’ i f  it

inconveniences you a t a ll. Com­
rades Lewis set the firs t date as 
11 a. m. Sunday, which is in ­
convenient fo r me; since i t  was 
to  be a t our house I  complained 
to  comrade Lewis and he sug­
gested Friday evening a s . he 
plans to  be in  Western Massa­
chusetts fo r a meeting late F ri­
day. He suggested e ither F ri­
day evening o r early on Sunday 
m orning—I  have an im portant 
examination a t the college on 
Saturday m orning, so Friday 
evening was decided on, tho’ i t  
doesn’t  seem very convenient fo r 
anyone.

“ I  have invited Comrades 
Lewis and Pineo to  supper 
prom ptly a t six, on F riday, am 
w ritin g  D r. Konikev inv itin g  him . 
and hereby invite  you. I f  Mrs. 
Dwyer can come and* would like  
to , bring her along. We’l l  have 
a simple quick meal as Comrade 
Lewis may have a meeting la te r 
in  the evening.

“ Te ll M rs. Dwyer I  have the 
Burbank Book and find  i t  D elight­
fu l.

‘Be sure to  come prom ptly to  
supper on Friday.

F ra ternally
M ary Dickson”

T. U. “Discipline”
“ There was a national progres­

sive group—the “ un ity  caucus” 
—o f the United Auto Workers, 
meeting in  Toledo. Before th is 
group met, there was a  meeting 
o f the Socialist League. Several 
motions were adopted: One o f 
them: fo r the rig h t o f groups to  
exist in  the auto union. Another: 
fo r independent po litica l action 
on condition , o f no connection 
w ith  Republican, Democratic or 
any other capita list parties.

“ Bert Cochran raised these two 
points, in  according w ith  the 
League decision, as motions a t 
the caucus meeting. The S talin­
ists b itte rly  opposed and defeated 
them. W alte r Reuther (party 
member) openly sided w ith  the 
20
Stalinists, speaking and voting 
w ith  them.

“ Wte raised the question o f dis­
cipline on the p a rty  branch floo r 
afterw ard, and the on ly answer 
forthcom ing from  Ben fisher 
(county organizer) is, “Wh)T 
don’t  you pre fer charges.”  We 
have pointed to  the fa c t th a t 
Ben Fisher (who is also an NEC 
member), H y Fish, state sec­
re ta ry, and Alan Strachan, NEC 
member, were a ll .present and as 
leaders o f the p a rty  i t  is the ir 
responsibility to  exact discipline. 
B ut they fa il to  do anything what­
soever except shrug th e ir should* 
ers.”—From a D etro it le tter.
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CALIFORNIA PARTY DISPLAYS 
RECORD GROWTH, ACTIVITY

By Glen Trim ble

SAN FRANCISCO.—On August 
11 the National Executive Com­
mittee suspended the charter o f 
the C alifornia State organization 
w ithouth a hearing. On Saturday, 
August 28, we were given a mock 

. “ tr ia l" by a hand-picked com­
m ittee appointed by the NEC to 
“ take over’’ our organization. The 
party activists from  a ll over the 
state attended the session en 

. masse and we put our accusers 

.on tr ia l before them. The irre fu ­
table facts brought out a t th is 
hearing w ill have an interest fo r 
comrades in other states who 
have been hearing so much about 
California

We were charged w ith  “ demo­
ralization o f the state member­
ship and stu ltification  o f party 
activ ity  by incessant factional 

. w arfare." Local by local and 
. member toy member we proved 
tha t the presumably responsible 
SEC m ajority  had recorded 100 
per cent fa ilu re  in recruitingand 
and 100 p ie  cent success in de­
m oralizing and s tu ltify in g ’’ its  

. own locals and its  own member- 
supporters. C larity has so demo­
ralized itse lf tha t it  has not been 
able to present a single candi­
date fo r responsible state or ac­
tive local office since the state 
convention in February o f this 
year.

Simultaneously the Appeal lo­
cals and members presented a re­
cord of strengthened morale,in­
creased activ ity, and actual 
membership growth. Despite the 
resignation o f the jaggard old- 
guard Finnish Branch and the 
Stalinist-influenced Oxnard Local 
(both C larity supporters o f a 
so rt), and the “ s tu ltifica tio n ”  of 
the C larity ite  Stockton local, and 
the anti-trade union-discipline 
Bakersfield local the to ta l mem­
bership of the State is larger 
than it  was immediately a fte r 
the Old Guard sp lit and the 
Workers Party entry. By compa­
rison jv ith  the national totals 
fo r the same period California 
has exceeded more than twice the 
national average.

Registration High

Registration despite a wide­
spread boycott by C larity sup­
porters, totaled 249 on August 
15th. This figure may be com­
pared w ith  237 non-Old Guard 
members in March, 1930 (figures

taken from  o ffic ia l local secre­
taries’ reports o f the period). 
The actual membership allowing 
fo r reg istra tion  stragglers is 
approximately 300. Let any other 
state match the C alifornia record 
o f 249 registrations out o f 300 
membership by August 15, 1937.

Numbers have significance only 
in  terms o f Socialist work— 
o ffic ia l delegates from  local a fte r 
local reported no sign o f C larity, 
state. The challange went unans- 
but lectures, classes, trade union 
strength, street meetings, re­
cru iting , nevertheless. Above a ll, 
the youth has advanced, record­
ing a growth from  40 to 125 in 
Los Angeles, 4 to 18.in East Bay, 
new circles in Stockton, Domin­
guez H ills , San Bernardino, 
tightened state and regional o r­
ganization, active organizers 
touring the state. No better evi­
dence o f the po litica l health o f 
the Appeal group and the politica l 
decay and rottenness o f its  op­
ponents could be presented.

Another charge was “ sabotage 
and neglect o f the party press 
and lite ra tu re ”. This charge, 
made farcica l by the miserable 
paucity of lite ra tu re  issued by the 
National Office in  the past year, 
was turned against its  makers. 
We challenged them to prove 
sales o r support o f any party 
publication even approaching that 
o f the Appeal comrades in  the 
wered. We proved consistent and 
openly admitted sabotage o f the 
o ffic ia l state paper, Labor Action, 
and practical non-support o f the 
Call by most o f the C larity sup­
porters. Against th is we present­
ed our own record o f support to 
a state paper through . sixteen 
hard-won issues, a functioning 
book shop in Los Angeles and 
street meeting lite ra ture  d is tri­
bution.

We produced a bulle tin  issued 
June 1, 1937 regarding re-regis­
tra tion, and urged a ll locals to 
use the reregistration period to 
increase support to the party 
press, as w ell as generally revive 
and strengthen activ ity  o f inactive 
members. The secretary instruct­
ed locals' to use the National 
Office Call drive bulletins as a 
basis fo r th is phase o f the re­
registration v is iting  work. We 
suggest that i f  our record called 
fo r charter-jerking, Wisconsin’s 
twenty-tim es worse percentage 
deserved a t least a m ild rebuke.

C la rity ’s Case

Against th is proof of revolu­
tionary accomplishment ajnd of 
reform ist fa ilu re  what did C larity 
o ffer?  Rodgers read a document 
w ritten  fo r him  (he is not tru s t­
ed to  extemporize), re ite ra ting  
the old charges and buttressing 
them w ith  no evidence except a 
rather smelly mess o f irre levant 
an innocuous stolen personal 
letters, hear-say, slander, d is to rt­
ed quotation and warnings that 
“ communism" would destroy us. 
The delegate from  Fresno very 
pertinently characterized the ir 
case as charges o f “ lia r, th ie f, 
slander and ‘you don’t  play fa ir ’ " 
and commented, “ I t  seems to me 
th a t in every factional fig h t where 
the struggle becomes b itte r, the 
group tha t is being liquidated 
ideologically resorts to such 
charges to  take the place o f a 
po litica l position tha t can be 
attacked".

C larity  fa iled to  ra lly  a single 
local, branch or YPSL delegate— 
offic ia l or unofficial— (th is la tte r 
alternative fo r C la rity ’s benefit 
was included in  Rodgers’ inv ita ­
tion. Even the SEC m ajority, 
though called, fa iled to  come. 
Only Rodgers, Clement and four 
lonely rank-and-filers could be 
resuscitated fo r the occasion. The 
attitude o f th is handful was 
“ what does i t  m atter? We have 
the NEC!”  Just so, and the NEC 
has.....  them.

The rest o f the Socialist Party 
o f California—every active local, 
the entire YPSL, ninety eight per 
cent o f the active membership— 
has had an eye-witness demon­
stration o f the determ ination o f 
the NEC to  expel “ revolutionists 
w ith in  the Socailist P arty". I t  
was not fact, legalism, or the 
rganizational charges which were 

a t issue. Bursting through these 
comparative trifle s  was the clear 
fact tha t the Socialists o f Cali­
fo rn ia  were politica l enemies and 
that the verdict o f “ g u ilty " had 
already been signed, sealed, and 
delivered.

M INNEAPOLIS, Minn.—When, 
on August 7 in New York C ity, 
Farmer-Labor Governor Elmer A. 
Benson o f Minnesota said “ he 
would be in  favor o f having 
President Roosevelt run fo r a 
th ird  term ," (N . Y. Times, Aug. 
8), he was te lling  the people that 
the days o f the party of which 
he is the standard-bearer, as a 
group independent from  the Re­
publican and Democratic parties, 
are drawing to a close. He was 
doing more. He was stating that 
the Minnesota Farmer - Labor 
P arty has not the slightest in ­
tention o f participating in a na­
tional Farmer-Labor movement, 
but, instead, that its  leaders have 
already made Up the ir minds to 
lead i t  into a Liberal Republican- 
Liberal Democratic People’s Front 
in  the 1940 national campaign.

In  short, the Minnesota Farm­
er-Labor Party is treading the 
inevitable path to dissolution To 
be sure, i t  is impelled a t a more 
rapid pace in this direction by the 
Popular Front line o f the Com­
m unist Party. But from  the very 
firs t years o f its  po litica l suc­
cesses under Floyd B. Olson, the 
tru th  is that the FLP never was 
fo r one instant independent of 
the capita list parties. The A ll- 
Party Committees (forerunner o f 
the People’s F ront) which have 
been a feature o f every election 
since 1928 assured the influence 
o f the old politica l machines 
w ithii> the FLP.

Benson is not the only Farmer 
Labor leader to go on record fo r 
the People’s Front. On August 
24, Senator Ernest Lundeen (a 
supporter o f Lemke’s candidacy 
in  1936) announced a sectional 
meeting o f the Farmer-Labor 
bureau in Washington. "Lundeen, 
although insisting no attempt 
w ill be made to outline a program 
at th is fir s t meeting,”  says the 
report, “ indicated e ffo rts pro­
bably w ill be made to enlist sup­
port from  the more liberal ele­
ments o f both Republican and 
Democratic parties." This is the 
S talin ist form ula fo r the ir 
People’s Front.

To those in  Minnesota who 
refer to themselves as “ real

means tha t the Communist Party 
has now in filtra ted  into the FLP 
apparatus to the point where the 
S talinists w ill now be able quite 
rap id ly to lead it  into the Demo­
cratic party fo r the purpose o f 
the ir “ broad People’s Ftoant.”

A ll th is fine ta lk  that "a Labor 
Party helps break the masses 
from  the ir ties to the capita list 
parties," in the lig h t o f these 
latest facts, is seen to be u tte rly  
unrealistic. In a very short period 
of tim e, it  is more than like ly  
tha t the FLP in Minnesota, fo r 
many yeears considered by the 
liberals a shining beacon o f pro­
gress, w ill have little  to d istin ­
guish it  from  the American Labor 
Party mess in New York C ity.

The - actions o f Benson, Lun­
deen, and many other leading 
F -L  spokesmen fo llow  closely 
upon the heels o f the d ra ft re­
solution o f the state committee 
o f the Minnesota Communist 
Party dated Ju ly 10, a copy o f 
which has come into our hands.

“ The organized labor move­
ment, especially the CIO, Labor’s 
Non-Partisan League, independ­
ent Fanner-Labor and progres­
sive parties, large masses o f to il­
ing farm ers and c ity  middle 
classes (reads the d ra ft) have 
tended to ra lly  around Roosevelt 
in  the Democratic Party, seeking 
by independent organization and 
struggle to influence that party... 
to work fo r progressive and de­
mocratic solutions to the press­
ing problems tha t confront the 
masses This regrouping o f the 
class forces was already fore­
shadowed in the vanguard state 
o f Minnesota by the alliance bet­
ween the libera l Democratic 
forces w ith  the Farmer-Labor 
Party behind Roosevelt and Ben­
son against the Republican al­
liance w ith  the L iberty League 
Democrats.... This advance o f 
labor and the people is fu rthe r 
being stimulated in  Minnesota by 
the Farmer-Labor adm inistration, 
by the transform ation o f the, 
Farm er-Labor Pai’ty  in the d i­
rection o f a broad people’s fron t 
and by the increased ac tiv ity  and 
influence o f the Communist 
P arty," etc., etc.

Reformism is in the ex-Social- 
is t Party saddle, but the victory 
w ill be empty and b itte r. Only 
revolutionary Socialism can ex­
propriate the expropiators and 
lead the working-class in the 
conquest o f the earth. C alifornia 
Socialists prefer to  aid in and 
share that victory.

Farm er-Laborites" (as distinguis­
hed from  the “ A ll Party Farmer- 
Laborites"), th is means a 
trium ph fo r the liquidationist 
A ll-P a rty  line which . has been 
fought by the rank-and-file 'o f 
the Farmer-Labor Party ever 
since Floyd Olson firs t introduced 
i t  in  his early campaign. This

I f  there exists a single honest 
Socialist who had the slightest 
hopes tha t the Minnesota Farmer- 
Labor Party would be a means 
o f developing independent pol­
itica l action o f the workers on a 
national scale, these recent de­
velopments should root out such 
illusions.

APPEAL GREETINGS
“The resumption o f the pub­

lication o f the APPEAL is more 
than justified. More than the 
violation o f the promises, by the 
NEC, to publish an . inner-party

- bulletin, more than the fact that 
the Call is essentially a factional 
organ o f C la rity  (w ith  permis­
sion to  Thomas fo r the publica-

- tion  o f his particular confusion) 
is the pressing necessity o f an

- organ o f revolutionary Marxism 
to- educate the advanced workers 
cm the significance o f the great 
events p f -tfee day. We would be 
remiss ip  our duty i f  we were to 
continue is  perm it the miserable 
Call to  pass o ff as the organ o f 
revolutionary socialism. Revolu­
tionary Marxism must have its  
champion and the APPEAL m ust 
assume-that role.”—A lbert Gold- 
man, Chioago.

City Central Committee, Local 
iBdsten, voted to send revolutjon- 
W -gr«*tw gs ip  ih» SOCIALIST 
APPEAL and donate five dollars.

Epem Fresno Branch, C alifor­
nia:

“ Were we elated when-we re-

ceived the copy o f the APPEAL! 
The idea o f having a paper tha t 
expresses our views a t the pres­
ent moment gives us an added 
spur in  our struggle against the 
rig h t w ingers.’’

“ I  have ju s t received—and 
“ devoured"—the firs t issue of 
the new SOCIALIST AP PE AL 
I t  is a good job. And what a 
re lie f to have once more a “ re­
volutionary voice" to  repd! I  
th ink  th is one issue w ill mean a 
big boost in  le ft-w ing  morale. I  
am enclosing $5 fo r my subscrip­
tion  and donation. And I ’l l  send 
you a t least $2 every month— 
more i f  possible—to help keep i t  
going. I  certa inly th ink every 
left-w inger» should make every 
financial sacrifice possible to  keep 
i t  a weekly paper.B K ldega rde  
Smith, Hutchinson, Kansas.

“I  extend greetings, and I  
commend you for your decision 
and action in republishing the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL Now and 
«t «11- times, thp ¡Socialist move­
ment requires dear thinking and 
courageous action. I  endose $5.

K indly renew my subscription 
and accept the fou r new ones, 
names o f which I  herewith en­
close.”—Chas. L. H . - Marston 
M ills, Cape Cod, Mass.

Party organizations and lead­
ers throughout the country are 
greeting the appearance o f the 
revolutionary organ. We rep rin t 
a few :

Louisville, Kentucky

“ The Socialist Appeal is a real 
paper. Please send us ten more 
copies o f the new issue fo r which 
we w ill send the money upon 
sale.

“ For a Revolutionary Party 
Enrico Panicali 

Lou isville , Kentucky”

Rochester Y .P .S .L .

“ The Y .P .S .L  o f Rochester 
extends you th e ir warm greet­
ings as you venture fo rth  to  de­
fend revolutionary Marxism  in  
the Socialist Appeal. Last eve­
ning (Aug. 25) the circle unanim­
ously accepted the position o f 
the Appeal on the crucial po li­
tica l issues, coming gut solid ly 
fo r a new revolutionary Fourth 
International. WW also passed 
a b liste ring  denunciation o f Hie 
le ft-w ing  purgings J>y the A lt­

m an-C larity bloc in New York 
which I  have jus t mailed to the 
New York C ity Central Commit­
tee.

“ The firs t issue o f Appeal was 
taken up so quickly tha t I  am 
personally sending in th is order 
fo r th irty  more copies o f the firs t 
issue, and enclose payment.

F raternally.
Richard E. Posner, 

Asst. Organized"

St. Paul, Minnesota

“We have jus t received the 
firs t issue o f the Socialist Ap­

peal and a ll comments indicate 
th a t they are a ll glad to get i t  
and like  the appearance. More 
later.

Paul A. Rasmussen.” 

Local Rochester

“ Greetings to Socialist Appeal 
from  one who as a delegate to 
the Chicago National Convention 
was unaffilia ted w ith  any fac­
tion, but who observed and learn­
ed from  the le ft w ing.

B. C. Bennen, Organizer, 
Local Rochester 

Chairman, Monroe County

Farmer-Labor Leaders Plan The 
Dissolution of Their Party
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Feuchtwanger Defends Stalin 
Against Attack of Andre Gide

By Blake Lear
Rudely shaken lor the firs t time 

bÿ the German fascist dictator­
ship, thoroughly permeated with 
liberal-bourgeois prejudices, and 
shamelessly „v irg ina l politically, 
Lion Feuchtwanger fills to a 
n ic ty  the role of literary advo­
cate for the Stalin régime.

Feuchtwanger’s pot-boiler. Mos­
cow 1937, is explicitly directed 
against André Gide’s Return from 
the USSR and his Retouches, b it­
te r criticisms of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy, which have created a 
furore in Europe. More generally 
i t  is addressed to the liberal in­
telligentsia of the world, whose 
fa ith  in the USSR has been sev­
erely shaken by the recent execu­
tions.

Only the fact that the good 
bourgeois Feuchtwanger trembles 
sympathetically to all the bour­
geois manifestations of the Stalin 
régime, as one tuning fork does 
to  another, can explain his state­
ments upon the key questions of 
soviet life. Let us examine a few:

A Bourgeois Defense

On wage differentials: "The idea 
that, so long as citizens in a so­
cialist state cannot all live well, 
they must all live meanly, or at 
any rate very modestly, seems to 
me an atavistic derivative of 
prim itive Christian views and 
more pious than reasonable."

On freedom of political c r it i­
cism : " . . .  one never hears c r it i­
cism of the general principle of 
the Party. In this they ‘conform,’ 
that is true." And elsewhere: "A t 
bottom, the Soviet dictotorship is 
confined to prohibiting the propa­
gation of two opinions in word, 
deed, or w riting : first, that the 
establishment of socialism in the 
Union is impossible without a 
world revolution, and, secondly, 
that the Soviet Union is bound to 
lose' the coming war."

On Stalin’s estimation of the 
masses: " I f  he tolerates all the 
cheering, he explained, it is be­
cause he knows the naive joy the 
uproar of the festivities affords 
those who organize them.”

Why did Trotsky lose in his 
figth against Stalin in the Soviet 
Union? "...Trotsky clung to the 
principles which had been proved 
during the heroic, emotional 
period, but which were bound to 
go awry the moment they had to 
serve everyday needs." In ad­
dition—a grievous error—he "de­
clared world revolution to be a 
necessary condition fo r the estab­
lishment of socialism; he adhered 
rig id ly  to the Marxist doctrine 
Of absolute internationalism; he 
advocated the tactics of the per­
manent revolution and demons­
trated w ith a great show of logic 
the correctness of the Marxist 
proposition that the establish­
ment of socialism in any one 
■country was impossible."

A Story-teller’s Story
I t  is not hard fo r Feuchtwanger 

to prove to his complete satisfac­
tion that Trotsky is a terrorist. 
“ Trosky has given expression 
time and time again to his un­
bounded hatred and contempt fo r 
Stalin. Would he not translate 
into action what he had expressed 
in  Word and w ritin g ? -’ Q. E. D.

What impression did the tr ia l 
Ifrié  ? " . . .  the impression one re­
ceived was that the accused, 
prosecution, and judges had the 
Mme, I m ight almost say sport­
ing, interest in arriv ing at a 
M tisfactory explanation. "

Doe* the language of the tr ia l 
teem melodramatic, like a bad 
dPUam ? “That the confession 
•Vtthded emotional is due chiefly

the translation. I t  is d ifficult

to catch the modulations of the 
Russian language and, when 
translated, it  can very easily have 
a superlative, extravagant and 
odd effect." This from a man 
who confessedly doesn't speak 
Russian!

Why were there no documents, 
no witnesses? "Details of c ir­
cumstantial evidence, documents 
and depositions may interest 
jurists, criminologists, and histor­
ians, but- we should only have 
confused our Soviet citizens had 
we spun out all kinds of details. " 
What typical contempt fo r the 
masses is expressed, and what 
cynicism!

Dues Keuchtwanger consider 
the defendants guilty? Well—ah 
—yes! " I  must admit that, al­
though the tr ia l has convinced 
me of the gu ilt of the prisoners, 
I can find no completely satis­
factory explanation of their be­
haviour before the court.. .  ”  Fur­
ther: " ‘What I have understood 
is excellent. From which I con­
clude that the rest which I  have 
not understood is also excellent.’ "

What is necessary to make 
everything comprehensible ? " I t
would take a great Soviet poet 
to make their gu ilt and their sin 
comprehensible to W e s t e r n  
minds ”

Swears by Stalin

Could it possibly be that Stalin 
has concocted a frame-up? Oh, 
no. ‘Read any book or any speech 
of Stalin’s, look at any portrait 
•of h im . . .  I t  at once becomes as 
clear as daylight that this mod­
est, impersonal man cannot pos­
sibly have committed the colos­
sal indiscretion of producing 
with the assistance of countless 
performers so coarse a comedy..."

Let it not be thought, however, 
that Feuchtwanger, who can ad­
mit that a petty-bourgeois men­
ta lity  is developing in the USSR, 
and who can dismiss criticism in 
the USSR as "carping, whining, 
and alarming," w ithout a qualm, 
has no criticisms to make. He 
dislikes the tota litarian regime 
in literature, he thinks that 
“ sabotage" is caused in great 
part by "incompetence pure and 
simple," he is opposed to the fu l­
some praise of Stalin, he has his 
doubts about the Moscow tria ls— 
yet, in the end, he finds "the at­
titude which many Western -in­
tellectuals have adopted towards 
the Soviet Union short-sighted 
and without merit."

Moscow 1937 is significant be­
cause it indicates the struggle 
which has begun among the in­
tellectuals over the question of 
Stalinism. Preceding every deep 
social crisis, like the wind which 
precedes the storm, comes ideo­
logical turmoil among the intel­
lectuals. Some come over to the 
side of the socially progressive 
forces; others, like Feuchtwanger, 
for long or fo r short, remain 
with the reaction.

California YPSL
Summer School

This year’s annual Socialist 
Summer School in California met 
w ith unprecedented success. 
From all parts of the State mem­
bers of the YPSL and their 
friends arrived by thumb, truck, 
and tra in  to spend a week of 
highly concentrated study at the 
workmen’s Circle Camp it» the 
San Bernardino Mountains. Un­
der the trees or in the cabins 
students assembled to read and 
discuss Marxian economics, philo­
sophy, history, or union organ­
isational work, cementing a real

I

! foundation fo r future study and 
activity.

A fte r six hours o f work, ap­
petites were sharpened with 
swimming, baseball, etc., until 
the dinner gong rang and the 
forks began to fly . A t night 

ground a bonfire impromptu en­
terta iners amused the camp, and 
I voluminous voices stirred the 
hills yrith revolutionary songs. 

¡Aside from  winning many new 
recruits into the League, the en- 

jtire  organization fe lt a stream 
| of new blood run thru its veins 
.when the students returned, and 
has started on the road of dev­

eloping a powerful revolutionary 
¡cadre of youth.-—Tida Moore.

Sacco-Vanzetti Rally 
Disrupted by Chicago 

Clarity Leaders
By Melos Most

CHICAGO.— A Sacco and Van­
zetti Memorial Rally held by the 

i Socialist Party on Chicago’s 
j south side was disrupted in the 
¡presence of protesting outsiders 
I by a group of Clarityites led by 
! Roy Burt, national party sec- 
\ retary, and Maynard Krueger, 
| national action committee mem­
ber, in an attempted “ coup 
d’e tat" to capture a le ft wing 
center.

A t the rally, held August 17 
by the Jackson Park branch, Burt 
and Krueger appeared w ith a 
group of C larityites' some of 
whom had to introduce them- 

: selves to the branch membership. 
.Before the lecture could begin, 
| Burt personally rose to move 
¡that four branch officers be con­
sidered removed and new elec­

tio n s  be held then ai(d jthere, 
! w ithout even time fo r the re- 
jquired official notice, on the basis 
of a reapportionment of dele­

gates made by the County Dele­
ga te  Body the night before.

Outsiders Protest
The action was so disruptive 

that outsiders present who were 
tota l strangers at least to us of 
the le ft wing, took the floor to 
protest that "we have come here 
to hear about Sacco and Vanzetti, 
not your internal squabbles." The 
Burt-Krueger-C larity " packers, ” 
however, refused either to refer 
the question to a special meeting 
or to move executive session 
(fearing too much discussion).

Burt finally accepted an amend­
ment to hold the election at the 
next meeting when members de­
clared they would otherwise boy­
cott i t  and protest its legality, 
but refused to call a closed meet­
ing before then at which his case 
fo r a midterm election might be 
examined.

The members of the branch, 
now forewarned, w ill overwhelm­
ingly repudiate this action at the 
next 'meeting and uphold their, 
branch officers. Several .Clarity 
rank-and-filers have begun to 
express- doubts about the unholy 
alliance w ith  Burt, an Altman- 
Thomas sympthiser. Charges 
against Burt are being preferred 
by 14 branch members present at 
the meeting.

Attack on Left

The Jackson Park branch, se­
cond biggest in the city, is the 
south side center of the le ft wing. 
I t  ranks firs t in fund-raising, at­
tendance at city-wide functions, 
and union activity.

Having no Altman to do then- 
d irty  work fo r them, the C larity­
ites themselves have had to take 
the initiative in beginning the 
split here. That they have begun 
by disrupting a public Socialist 
meeting is only one more proof 
of the fact that they can only 
carry out their plan of stopping 
the leftward advance of the mem­
bership by try ing  to liquidate 
the Party.

Letters from Barcelona Picture 
Bourgeois - Stalinist Repressions

The following extracts are 
from a number of letters, sent 
from Barcelona between Jan. 25 
and May 15, 1937. Their a n the r -  
ship cannot be revealed lest the 
GPU murderers and ar.-.ilhe: 
victim  to their list.

JAN. 25. — Counter-revolution 
continues making headway, and 
each day we are in a more and 
more delicate situation. The 
PSUC under Moscow’s orders as 
interpreted by the Barcelona 
Consul (Antonov-Ovseenko), is 
organizing physical repression 
They already have their Cheka, 
directed by elements from out­
side. Tonight in a town near 
Barcelona in Tarragona province 
there is fighting with gun.-- be­
cause PSUC elements have tried 
to occupy CNT headquarters.

This we interpret as a provoca­
tion against the CNT. I t  was 
initiated by fly ing  squadrons of 
the PSUC, composed of foreign­
ers. Yesterday there was a 
meeting in Barcelona at which 
i t  was proposed that POUM be
liquidated.... The man who said
i t  was Carrillo, the same who, 
at the Valencia Congress of the 
United Socialist Youth, declared 
i t  necessary to invite the Cat­
holics to join the youth organiza­
tion because "we have stopped 
being Marxists- and are fighting 
fo r Spanish independence"....

M AY 4.—I  am w riting  to the 
rhythm of pistol shot, r if le  shot, 
an occasional hand grenade, and
some machine-gun firing .... The
Ramblas are held by the CNT-
FAI-POUM....  Since yesterday
afternoon the overall element is 
back on the street, armed and 
w ith  barricades springing up like 
mushrooms. The uniformed crowd 
retired to their strongholds, and 
from  there keep up intermittent 
firing....  I t  started w ith provoca­
tion from  government armed 
forces. Yesterday the Commis­
sioner of Public Order sent out 
the uniforms to take the Tele­
phone Building. The overalls re­
sisted. The mass was aroused. 
Without orders from their orga­
nization, they went out into the 
streets, and there they are. Last 
night CNT-FAI ordered their 
men back, but the overalls paid 
no attention....
| I t ’s a " sorry sight to see the 
j Telephone Building w ith only the 
¡Catalan and Spanish flags and 
no anarchist flag. I t  is the first 
time since July 19 that the black- 
red symbol of. proletarian power 
is down. So many anarchist flags 
have come down in the city that 
the CNT-FAI masses must feel 
terrible....

M. just came in; he says the 
CNT at 3 p. m. ordered its people 
to drop arms and retire to work 
—but they are still at it. We ar? 
locked in, running low on food 
but try ing  to hold out.

MAY 5.—I t  is 11:30. M. tells 
me that in about 10 minutes the 
overalls w ill attack the Assault 
barracks around the corner. The 
slogan is: "CNT-FA1-POUM! 
Long live the revolution!”

The night was terrible, with 
radio speeches by CNT leaders 
in Valencia pleading w ith the 
overalls to back down. An Assault 
Guard just came over. He wants 
to know, what w ill we do i f  the 
overalls attack them? He knew 
in advance; as fa r as we can 
make out, his real purpose was 
to insinuate that i f  the attack 
breaks, we can get ready to take 
in some of his crowd as prison­
ers; they don’t  like fighting the 
overalls. A t Sans, 400 Civil 

! Guards were disarmed and ar­
rested without a fight.

MAY 5.— 4 p. m. I t ’s a good 
th ing the overalls did not let the 

, phone building go altogether but

fighting rages in olhi-is. The 
attack here has not developed. 
We were warned that the Assault 
Guards might now nlLaik us so 

| we got ready. We can’t  get cut 
j because, all the nearby streets 
are in the hands of tlu: uniforms. 
We w ill not attack but w ill not 
die without a fight. Wo hear some 
sailors have fraternized with the 
overalls.

CNT has ordered the oveialls 
back again, this time threatening 
to disown them i f  they dont obey. 
The friends o f D iirm tti have 
given out a leaflet urging the 
workers to stay in the streets to 
defeat the counter-revolution, 
and hailing POUM as a comrade 
organization. The machine-gunn­
ing is getting louder.

MAY 9.—A ll over, at least 
temporarily. On Thutsday we 
were told to give up our aims 
and that a ll armed forces would 
be taken o ff the streets. Our 
m ilita ry committee agreed. The 
doors were opened and in came 
the Assault Guards, Estat Catala 
and some PSUC people. They took 
our guns. Some o f the yeggs 
among them wanted to k ill M., 
and took a workout tearing up 
posters and papers, smashing 
furn iture etc.

Wie went out in twos and 
¡threes and got over to GHQ, 
which sent some nett overall 
guards over to our place. M. urg- 

¡ed them not to, saying the men 
,would be held as hostages. The 
argument was s till going on 
when the police phoned up: the 
new guards were already pinched. 
Fortunately, we had a couple of 
Assault Guards under arrest and 
we made a trade.

A ll Thursday was tense, al­
though we enjoyed sunshine and 
fresh a ir fo r the f irs t time in five 
days. We could go around the 
lower end of Ramblas, but not to 
the Plaza Cataluna. I saw a coup­
le of doctors from the U S. am­
bulance corps; they wanted the 
dope and seemed not to have 
swallowed the Stalinist line 100 
per cent. But they are very con­
fused. We worked all day and 
M. spent the night in an ex­
brothel, very luxurious, be says, 
including soap, while I stayed at 
the Hotel fo r 12 pesetas and got 
no soap. The government had 
the phones and we had to ta lk  
guardedly whenever we called. ’

Friday was relatively quiet, 
although 5,000 police from Va­
lencia paraded provocatively. On 
Saturday all the workers were 
back at their jobs and giving up 

■ arms to their unions, etc. The 
streets swarmed, as they s till do, 
w ith armed police of all varieties, 
including many foreign Stalinists 
and professional gangsteis. They 
¡patrol w ith fixed bayonets in 
'groups of four and six. The PSUC 
¡is howling for suppression of 
POUM.

MAY 15.—I want you to use 
these letters to coimfeiact the 
international slander campaign 
The May events have dearly de­
monstrated the counte i-revolu­
tionary role of Stalinism hd bour­
geois service, Hand-in-hand w ith  
police and reactionaries they go 
around in searching pnrties, using 
strong-arm tactics, tearing up 
union cards, arresting, shooting 
workers (12 of the L ibe rta rian  
Youth found dead in Sardanola)... 
They have enlisted writers in 
their slander service. They pay 
well. Ramon J. Sender, who 
showed up the real character o f 
the republic so well in his I f fM  
and Seven Red Sundays, has been 
lined up w ith rubles; now he 

iundertakes to modify his hooka
fo r Russian publication.... Dm-
Passos kn-rws a thing or two, hot 

. w ill he te ll ?
Z.
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Maine Shoe Strike and CIO Leadership
Old line chiefs, methods 

fail to bring victory
By Russell Scott

Today there is a local o f the 
United Shoe Workers o f America 
in  Lewiston-Auburn. But on the 
ether side o f the ledger we read: 
Four months o f exhausting 
struggle, $250,000 spent —  the 
fina l resu lt: 500 union members 
out o f the 6,000 o rig ina lly  on 
strike. A  cost o f aproxim ately 
$500 per member, to  say nothing 
o f the mood' o f defeatism which 
now characterizes the Maine Shoe 
workers.

Notoriously an open shop state, 
whose chambers o f commerce in 
shoe centers were publicly ad­
vertising “ No labor trouble” and 
“ cheap labor” , Maine had twice 
before, in ' 192P and 1932, success­
fu lly  crushed attempts to  orga­
nise shoe factories,

E a rly  in  March 1997, the un­
daunted shoeworkers o f Maine, 
unable to  tolerate conditions any 
longer, disgusted w ith  the pas­
s iv ity  and discredited leadership 
o f the A FL, impressed by the 
m ilitancy o f the auto-worker 
strikes, invited the United Shoe 
Workers o f America, a ffilia ted  
w ith  the CIO, to  organize the 
6000 workers in  the nineteen 
factories o f Lewiston and Auburn.

The rank and file  o f the United 
Shoe and Leather Workers and 
the Shoeworkers Protective As­
sociation, long riv a l unions, had 
ju s t repudiated th e ir reactionary 
leadership by voting fo r amal­
gamation in to  the United Shoe 
Workers o f America and a ffilia ­
tion  w ith  the CIO.

Leaders Hang On
The descredited leadership o f 

the taro unions, however, 
manoeuvered so th a t they cons­
titu ted  the Shoe W orkers Orga­
nizing Committee o f the CIO 
under Powers Hapgood. The gen­
eral organizer o f the SWIOC was 
WHlliam B. Mahan. Mahan’s h i­
story is instructive. Having lost 
an election in  his own union, he 
conspired to sell out a strike  his 
union was running, to  John D. 
Nolan, head o f the riv a l union. 
This attempted betrayal had re­
sulted in  Mahan's suspension 
from  his union. The other party 
to  th is conspiracy, John D. No­
lan, is the present secretary o f 
the SWOC.

Another A F L  Type
In  the m idst o f setting up new 

offices fo r the merged union came 
the ca ll from  Maine. W illiam  J. 
Mackesy was made chief orga­
nizer. A  pacifist and opportunist, 
w ith  a background o f tra in ing  fo r 
the priesthood, Mackesy is best 
characterized as a fra il demo- 
gogue.

The second organizer, Paul 
Salvaggio, is an earnest and 
sincere worker w ith  strong 
anarchistic leanings, whose fights 
w ith  Mahan &  Co. had been long 
and b itte r. H is work was ham­
pered by Mahan, who was afra id  
th a t Salvaggio m ight outdo him  
and run fo r general organizer o f 
the SWOC a t the next convention.

As a counter weight to Salvag­
gio, one o f Mahan’s cronies, 
M artin  J. Lawless o f Lynn, Mass., 
pugnacious, red-baiter, arrogant, 
and a hard drinker, was made or­
ganizer. H is tactics were ty p i­
ca lly A F L : as long as “ h is” 
cutters were out, the strike  was 
won; the rest didn’t  m atter.

Along w ith  Lawless went May 
Dabphine, a staunch supported 
o f Mahan. May had been busi­
ness agent o f the Lynn Stichers 
Local fo r 2 years previous and 
th a t a t a recent e l e c t i o n

had so w ell executed her duties 
o f officers, she received only 40 
votes out o f a possible 1200. She 
is an ardent Coughlinite and had 
ben a delegate to  the Union 
P arty’s national convention. She 
was notorious fo r her red-baiting. 
W hile on a picket line, she 
threatened to have one o f the 
m ilita n t strikers arrested fo r dis­
tribu ting  o ffic ia l strike  bulletins! 
Her reason: she thought “ I t  was 
Comunistic lite ra tu re ” .

Over th is conglomeration of 
discredited “ leadership”  was di­
rector Powers Hapgood, vice 
chairman of the S. P. National 
Executive Committee. Hapgood 
was aware o f the past records 
o f these bureaucrats and betray­
ers. Nevertheless, he allowed th is 
corrupt and discredited gang to 
determine the destiny o f £,006 
m ilita n t shoeworkers. Hapgood 
elected to act as cppciliator and 
peacemaker among the politicians 
and in  so doing weakened his 
position as director o f the SWOC 
and discredited him self as a So­
c ia lis t trade unionist. He soon 
found him self so busy making 
peace amongo the “ big-shots” 
th a t he lost touch w ith  the rank 
and file  and so lost the ir fa ith  
and confidence. I t  .is significant 
th a t when Hapgood and the 
others were released from  ja il 
rece iitly, only about six strikers 
were outside the ja il to  greet 
them.

Meanwhile, the local leadership, 
consisting o f a group o f young 
m ilitants, rebelled and formed a 
progressive bloc w ith in  the orga­
nizational committee, fighting  fo r 

mass demonstrations, fo r strike 
bulletins, fo r more effective 
picketing, fo r enlargement o f the 
organizational committee. Mahan 
began a systematic red-baiting 
campaign against those local 
leaders, inte lligent, m ilita n t work­
ers who couldn’t  be kidded any 
longer.

The manufacturers soon got a 
blanket in juction  against the 
strike  as illega l and a ll the lead­
ers were ja iled  on contempt 
charges except Mahan who, when 
arrest seemed imminent, kept a 
safe distance from  the masses.

The natura l reaction o f the 
strikers a t the ja ilin g  was one 
o f resentment. They wanted to 
demonstrate by surrounding the 
ja il, but on advice o f A ttorney 
A . Raymond Rogers, th is fo rift 
o f demonstration was prohibited 
as “ i t  m ight antagonize the 
courts.” Rogers was a delegate 
to  the Union P arty’s recent 
National Convention and ran on 
its  Coughlinite state ticke t in  
Maine.

In  addition to the in juction, the 
manufacturers invoked an old 
conspiracy law  to  arrest a ll the 
other organizers, even Mahan. A 
few  were also charged w ith  in­
c iting  to rio t.

The ja iled  leaders were re­
placed. B ut i f  the previous leader­
ship was bad, the new was even 
worse. There came Charles M ur­
dock from  Marlborough, Mass., 
who had run  on the Democratic 
ticke t fo r Congress in  the last 
election. Every strike  ta lk  he 
gave was a campaign speech fo r 
Roosevelt. George Gorham was 
another, a vicious red-baiter and 
s till a strong proponet o f c ra ft 
uionism. Charles Oldman, close 
to 70 years o f age, realized his 
uselessness and begged to be 
allowed to  re tu rn  to  Lynn. And 
x> replace Hapgood, John L . Lewis 
sent G arfield Lewis o f the United 
Mine Workers. H is whole role is 
summed up in  repeating his fa ­
vorite  phrases: “ And now, my 
friends, when you go to  the ballot 
box on election day, vote fo r your 
friends and defeat your enemies,” 
and “ The greatest president th is 
country ever had is F ranklin  
Delano Roosevelt.”

Government “Help”

Chicago Backs Appeal

Relief Doled Out
Mahan took complete charge o f 

the v ita l factor o f re lie f. Every 
dollar which came to  aid the 
strikers had to pass through his 
hands! He carried a ll the cash, 
sometimes thousands o f dollars 
in  his coat pockets and simply 
passed the money out according 
to the m erit o f the case in  his 
eyes.

The reaction against Mahan’s 
d ictatoria l methods was so great 
tha t the strikers threatened to 
in jure him bodily unless he was 
removed from  his position. He 
was fin a lly  removed through the 
organized pressure o f locals in 
the New England d is tric t which 
threatened to stop financial sup­
port o f the strike i f  Mahan con­
tinued to handle the money.

W hile these internal struggles 
were taking  place, the shoework­
ers were battling  a ll the reac­
tionary forces o f the state. One 
of the firs t things which the local 
police did was to  set up an ar­
b itra ry  picket line lim it not less 
than 500 feet from  the factory 
area. This should have immedia­
te ly  called out a mass demonstra­
tion  o f workers in  fro n t o f the ir 
factories, taking advantage o f the 
lack o f any state law on picket­
ing. The damper was put on the 
striker’s m ilita n t determ ination 
to smash th is police ru ling , when 
Mackesy called on the workers 
to obey i t  and keep the peace! 
Later when strikers went over 
Mackesy’s head and broke 
through th is a rb itra ry  line, not 
one was arrested fo r the viola­
tions.

I t  was now June, a fte r four 
months o f strike, the leadership 
hopelessly entangled in  legal 
technicalities, no secondary lead­
ership built-up, the strikers apat­
hetic from  lack o f a ctiv ity , and 
funds practically exhausted. Now 
a. “ savior” appeared: the Na­
tional Labor Relations Board. For 
months the strikers had been told 
to  put th e ir fa ith  in  the govern­
ment. Surely they would get 
justice now, “ the government 
was behind them ”. D aily the 
hearing room was packed w ith  
eager, anxious strikers. The out­
come:

1. Three charges o f the union 
(interference w ith  organization, 
exisistence o f a bloc lis t, refusal 
to  bargain collectively’ were dis­
missed on grounds o f insufficient 
evidence.

2. The other two charges 
brought by the union (discrim ina­
tion against employes fo r union 
activ ity , and the company-domi­
nated nature o f a local organiza­
tion  which appeared a fte r the 
strike weakened) were w ithdrawn, 
the union fearing adverse ru ling  
on these also.

3. The NLRB a fte r two weeks 
fina lly  ordered an election w ith  
the local (company) union on the 
ballot.

The fina l blow was the pla in­
tive  and apologetic resolution 
drawn up by Hapgood and ap­
proved by the SiWOC as the only 

Iway to  save the face o f the 
union:

“ ....■Whereas i t  is not our pur­
pose to  unnecessarily prolong a 
condition whereby manufacturers 
o f shoes in  Lewiston and Auburn 
may be unable to  reopen the ir 
factories; or th e ir business be 
permanently in jured because o f 
the ir refusal, heretofore, to  deal 
w ith  us on the ground th a t we

The Chicago party is divided 
in to  two d istinct sectons, the Eng­
lish  section'and the foreign lan­
guage branches. The Chicago 
organization has fo r many years 
been one o f the weakest sections 
o f the Socialist P arty notw ith­
standing the fa c t th a t the Na­
tiona l Office was always located 
here. Follow ing the fig h t w ith  
the Old Guard and p rio r to  the 
entry o f the Workers P arty mem­
bers the party was almost non­
existent.

W ith  a paper membership o f 
anywhere between five  and eight 
hundred, i t  was impossible fo r 
the Cook County Socialist Party 
to  mobilize even a tenth o f 
them fo r any party work. The 
English branches were composed 
o f trade union bureaucrats over 
whom the organization exercised 
not the slightest control, stay-at- 
homes, (the banquet-activists), 
National Office functionaries, so­
cia l workers, etc.

The bulk o f the membership 
was in  the language branches. 
These branches are a completely 
unknown quantitiy  so fa r as the 
P arty is concerned. They are not 
an intim ate part o f the organiza­
tio n  as such. Their dues are 
paid d irectly to the national o f­
fice. They have th e ir own activ i­
ties which are essentially) cul­
tu ra l. P o litica lly, these branches 
are rig h t w ing, akin to  the Euro­
pean social democracy, lacking 
however, th e ir virtues o f size and 
money. M ore 'than tha t, being 
completely dissociated from  the 
party  organization as such, not 
subject to its  decisions, cam­
paigns, o r discipline, they are 
nevertheless represented in the 
.Country Central Committee w ith 
such a bulk o f delegates that 
they are in  a position to  accept, 
reject, change, or m utilate any 
decision adopted by the County 
Executive Committee.

Fortunately fo r the revolu­
tionary section o f the Party, 
these delegates were not even 
sufficiently interested in the par­
ty  life  to  have attended meetings 
o f the CCC. In  a period o f a 
year and h a lf these delegates 
were never present a t such meet­
ings. Old party members have 
never even seen the overwhelm­
ing m ajority o f the leading mem­
bers o f the language branches!

Appeal Works to Save 
Party

This fact was one o f the rea­
sons responsible fo r the estab­
lishment o f a working bloc be­
tween the Appeal and C larity * 1 2 3

forces in  the Chicago^ organiza? 
tion  fo r one purpose: To attem pt 
to save the party organization 
and to activize it. The Appeal 
forces entered branch executives, 
took over a ll kinds o f posts j». 
the local P arty organization, d id  
almost a ll the public speaking 
fo r the P arty, and in  generad, 
was w ell on the way toward re-, 
building the Socialist P arty in  
Cook County.

The convention and p o s t. con­
vention period brought a ha lt to 
th is development. The determina­
tion  o f the reactionary forces to 
exclude the revolutionists from  
the party forced m atters to a 
head. I t  is now a well known ffic t 
th a t the proposal o f the Appeal 
Group to C la rity , to establish a  
po litica l bloc, or a t least a work­
ing bloc against the righ t-w ing  
concentration, was rejected by 
them in favor o f the gag resolu­
tion  which i t  carried w ith  the 
complete support o f the righ t- 
w ing. From then on the fire  of 
C larity was directed against the 
Appeal.

in  the Ju ly County Central 
Committee, two im portant deci­
sions were taken. F irs tly , Norman 
Sanders, a leading member of 
the Appeal Association and 
County Labor Secretary, was. 
elected to  the Executive to fill 
the vacancy le ft by Ben Fisher, 
who resigned to take over the 
secretary’s post in Detroit. Se­
condly a motion calling fo r .a 
referendum on the gag resolution 
was unanimously adopted. The 
election o f Sanders would give 
the Appeal a m ajority o r near­
m ajority in the County Executive 
Committee. W ith  a real m ajority 
in  the CCC (the English speak­
ing branches) the Appeal wou)d 
have a m a jo rity  o f the executive 
bodies in  the Cook County Or­
ganization!

did not represent a m ajority o f 
the ir employees;

“ ....  Be i t  resolved tha t a t a
meeting o f Local 114 ...the strike 
now in  progress be and is hereby 
term inated. ”

There are definite lessons which 
the shoeworkers must assim ilate:

1. The reactionary le ftove rs  
o f the trade unions who are jum p­
ing upon the CIO bandwagon 
must be vigorously exposed and 
fought—they are capable o f be­
traya l only.

2. The workers must learn the 
strike-breaking role o f the N. L. 
R. B. and the Roosevelt adminis­
tra tion.

3. We must point out the rela­
tionship o f the CIO leadership to  
capitalism . The CIO is a pro­
gressive step in  trade-unionism, 
but the leadership’s class-colla­
borationist policies, its  constant 
red-baiting, its  bureaucratic ad­
m in istration, prove conclusively 
i t  w ill act as a brake upon le ft­
ward moving workers.

Clarity and Language 
Branches

Now comes C larity —but not 
w ithout its  allies. A t the August 
CCC meeting, held on the 16th, 
some leading members o f the Ap­
peal group were given the ir firs t 
opportunity to  gaze upon the re­
presentatives o f the language 
branches. The meeting was pack­
ed w ith  such delegates, rounded 
up by MacDowell and Trager, fo r 
one purpose: to upset a ll the 
decisions o f the July meeting o f 
the CCC.

The firs t action o f the meeting 
was the consideration o f a mo­
tion introduced by MacDowell, the. 
“ constitutional expert", to  rescind 
a ll the decisions o f the July 
meeting on the ground tha t the 
meeting was ille ga lly  constituted 
and therefore a ll its  decisions 
were illega l. The motion carried 
in  spite o f the fig h t made by the 
English branches. Sanders was 
then removed from  the CEC and 
MacDowell “ elected” . The un­
animous decision on the referen­
dum was rescinded to  be recon­
sidered a t a fu tu re  date. These 
decisions were carried a fte r heat  
ed discussion in  which the Ap­
peal delegates were physically 
threatened by the representatives 
o f the language branches.

N atura lly, the real reason fo r 
th is action by C la rity  was not 
constitutional. MacDowell quite 
fra n k ly  stated th a t "we do not 
want to  give the Appeal group A 
m a jo rity  o r near-m ajority in  tbs) 
CEC because we do not know, 
how long they w ill remain in the 
P a rty !”

B ut the Chicago party, as the 
facts prove, stands solid ly w ith 
the Appeal.
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